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[Book  III. 


CHAPTER  L 

NARRATIVE  OF  CIVIL  AND  MILITARY  TRANSACTIONS. 


A.D.  1802. 


T  the  time  of  the 
peace  of  Amiens  the 
two  great  belligerent 
powers  had  scarcely 
the  means  of  carry¬ 
ing  on  an  active 
warfare  against  each 
other :  without  allies 
and  auxiliaries  on 
the  continent,  Eng¬ 
land  could  not  hope 
to  touch  France  by 
land ;  with  fleets  ruined  or  blockaded,  with  a  navy 
completely  disheartened,  France  could  not  expect  to 
touch  England  by  sea.  The  brilliant  and  romantic 
campaign  in  Egypt,  which  reminded  the  French  of 
the  old  prowess  of  the  British  infantry,  and  which 
told  the  nations  of  Europe  that  these  new  Gallic 
armies  were  not  invincible,  allowed  us  to  treat  with 
a  better  grace  and  with  less  sacrifice  of  national 
pride  than  at  any  ])revious  period  of  the  war. 
We  could  also  treat  without  any  sacrifice  of  public 
faith,  for  the  coalized  powers  on  the  Continent,  who 
were  engaged  in  their  arduous  struggle  at  the 
times  when  the  Foxites  had  recommended  nego¬ 
tiation  with  Bonaparte,  had  now  yielded,  for  a 
season,  to  the  terrible  First  Consul,  and  had  sought 
terms  for  themselves  without  heeding  us.  There 
could  indeed  be  little  doubt  but  that  the  elements 
of  a  new  coalition  would  soon  be  found,  or  soon 
be  created  by  the  ambition  and  oppressions  of 
France;  but  for  the  present  these  elements  did 
not  exist :  Austria  and  the  other  powers  stood  in 
need  of  repose,  and  to  rouse  them  prematurely 
from  their  sleep  would  be  to  hurry  them  into  the 
arena  in  a  weak  and  dispirited  condition.  The 
land  armies  of  Great  Britain  were  scattered  over 
the  globe,  to  defend  our  vastly  augmented  Indian 
territories  and  colonial  possessions.  We  had  in¬ 
creased  these  forces  to  1(58,000  men  and  80,000 
militia,  exclusive  of  130,000  sepoys  in  the  East 
India  Company’s  service,  and  we  had  besides  above 
120,000  volunteers  in  the  British  Islands.  From 
the  nature  of  our  empire  it  was  impossible  ever  to 
collect  within  the  limits  of  Europe  these  abundant 


forces ;  yet,  perhaps,  a  better  war-ministry,  and  a 
government  more  disposed  than  that  of  Pitt  or  of 
Addington  to  rely  upon  “  native  steel  and  native 
ranks,”  might  out  of  these  forces,  and  by  the  pro¬ 
per  application  of  wise  and  energetic,  yet  moderate 
and  strictly  constitutional,  means  of  recruiting  and 
augmenting  them  from  the  populations  of  England, 
Scotland,  and  Ireland,  have  given  to  us  that  dis¬ 
tinction  and  preponderance  as  a  military  nation 
which  we  had  enjoyed  in  the  days  of  Marlborough, 
and  which  we  were  to  possess  again  under  Wel¬ 
lington  before  this  Theban  warfare  could  have  any 
real  end.  Since  the  month  of  February,  1793, 
the  British  navy  had  been  raised  by  the  building 
of  new  and  the  capture  of  enemies’  ships  from  135 
sail  of  the  line  and  133  frigates  to  202  sail  of  the 
line  and  277  frigates.*  In  the  same  time  the 
navy  of  France  had  been  reduced  from  73  sail  of 
the  line  and  67  frigates  to  30  sail  of  the  line  and 
35  frigates.  At  the  time  of  the  signing  of  the 
treaty  of  x\miens,  counting  sloops,  brigs,  cutters, 
&c.,  we  had  nearly  800  war-vessels  to  array  against 
our  foes.  Counting  armed  vessels  of  all  kinds,  w'e 
had  captured  298  and  destroyed  55  French  ships. 
The  loss  of  the  voluntary  or  forced  allies  of  the 
French  had  been  comparatively  great:  the  Spa¬ 
niards  had  lost,  in  captured  and  destroyed,  78  ships; 
the  Dutch.  86  ;  and  the  affair  of  Copenhagen  bad 
inflicted  a  tremendous  blow  on  the  navy  of  the 
Danes.  Our  ships,  like  our  land  forces,  were 
spread  over  the  globe ;  but,  after  providing  for  the 
security  of  the  continents  and  isles  and  archipel¬ 
agoes  of  islands  which  owned  our  dominion,  we 
might  always  confidently  count  on  collecting  in 
the  European  seas  a  force  capable  of  contending 
with  the  united  fleets  of  all  the  maritime  powers 
of  Europe.  And  what  was  better  than  numerical 
superiority,  than  the  build  of  ships  and  the  weight 
of  their  metal,  was  the  conviction  which  Howe, 
Duncan,  Jervis,  Nelson,  and  old  traditions  had 
put  into  the  head  and  heart  of  every  true  British 
sailor,  that  the  meteor  flag  of  England  must  ever 

*  The  two  years  of  greatest  increase  were  1796  and  1798;  in  tlio 
first  of  tl»es(*  years  82  slups,  measuring  64,847  tons,  were  added  to  lire 
navy;  and  in  tliu  second  of  thi‘se  years  63  s)u^)s,  measuring  3U, 9  iO 
tons,  were  added. — Tahlas  in  J(uws*s  Naval  Hint, 
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be  victorious  on  its  own  proper  element ;  that  Bri¬ 
tannia,  in  fact  as  well  as  in  song,  ruled  the  waves. 
They  may  have  expressed  the  idea  less  rhetorically 
and  far  less  frequently,  but  the  notion  w’as  cer¬ 
tainly  as  prevalent  among  English  sailors  that 
under  Nelson  and  his  compeers  and  disciples 
battle  was  only  another  word  for  victory,  as  it  could 
possibly  have  been  in  the  minds  of  the  French  sol¬ 
diery  under  Napoleon  Bonaparte  and  the  best  of 
his  lieutenants.  Since  the  commencement  of  hos¬ 
tilities  in  1793,  our  mercantile  shipping  had  in¬ 
creased  nearly  one-third,  while  that  of  France  had 
been  almost  annihilated.  Notwithstanding  her 
vast  territorial  acquisitions,  the  permanent  revenue 
of  France  was  considerably  less  now  than  it  had 
been  previous  to  the  Revolution,  while  our  perma¬ 
nent  revenue  w'as  nearly  doubled.  All  is  not  bad 
even  in  the  worst  of  wars ;  and  in  most  wars  be- 
tw'een  great  and  w'ell-matched  nations  there  ■will 
be  found  something  good  and  ennobling  :  the  pre¬ 
sent  contest  had  breathed  new  energy  and  life  into 
the  national  character,  which  had  been  left  con¬ 
siderably  depressed  and  degraded  by  the  result  of 
the  American  war.  This  improved  spirit  was  seen 
in  manufactures,  in  trade,  in  our  distant  colonies, 
in  our  home  government,  and  perhaps,  most  of 
all,  and  most  importantly  of  all,  in  our  native  lite¬ 
rature,  which,  as  a  whole,  had  been  so  long  languid 
or  inane.  On  the  dark  side  of  the  account  was  to 
be  placed  the  enormous  increase  of  our  national 
debt,  which  in  the  course  of  nine  years  had  swelled 
from  above  244,000,000/.  to  above  520,000,000/. 
funded  and  unfunded.*  A  great  deal  of  this  money 
had  been  spent  abroad  for  coalitions  and  subsidies, 
a  great  deal  had  been  wasted  in  crude  and  petty 
expeditions,  and  a  still  vaster  amount  had  indis¬ 
putably  been  allow'ed  to  be  robbed  by  loan-jobbers, 
government  contractors,  commissioners,  commis¬ 
saries,  and  other  rapacious  functionaries :  our 
army  had  cost  us  103,212,000/.,  our  ordnance 
15,605,700/.,  our  navy  98,729,000/. 

One  great  desire  of  the  French  ■n'as  gratified 
by  England  recognising  their  so-called  Republic; 
and  to  obtain  this  recognition  had  certainly  been 
one  of  the  various  motives  which  induced  the  First 
Consul  to  treat. t  All  the  absolute  monarchies  of 
the  Continent  had  given  this  recognition  long  be¬ 
fore,  having  been  reduced  to  negotiate  on  a  footing 
of  equality  with  the  Convention,  the  Directory,  or 
the  Consul.  The  contracting  parties  to  the  treaty  of 
Amiens  w’ere,  the  king  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
on  the  one  part ;  and  the  French  Republic,  his  ma¬ 
jesty  of  Spain  and  the  Indies,  and  the  Batavian  Re¬ 
public,  on  the  other.  The  leading  articles  of  the 
treaty  were; — Art.  III.  His  Britannic  majesty  re¬ 
stored  to  France,  Spain,  and  Batavia  all  the  pos¬ 
sessions  and  colonies  which  he  had  occupied  or  con¬ 
quered  during  the  war,  with  the  exception  of  Trini- 

*  See  ante,  vol.  ii.  p.  626. 

t  “  The  clauses  of  tills  treaty  were  not  calculated  to  inspiic  the 

hope  of  a  very  lonj;  peace . But  Eii^'laiid,  heretofore  so 

haughty  in  her  bearing  to  the  First  Consul,  had,  at  length,  treated  « ith 
him  as  the  head  of  the  French  government.  This,  as  Bonaparte  was 
aware,  liodcd  well  for  the  consolidation  of  his  laiwer.” — Bourricime 
(private  secretary  to  Bonaparte),  Memoirs, 


dad  and  Ceylon,  tvhich  Spain  and  Batavia  severally 
ceded  and  guaranteed  to  his  Britannic  majesty. — 
Art.  VI.  The  Cape  of  Good  Hope  was  to  remain 
to  the  Batavian  Republic  in  full  sovereignty,  in 
the  same  manner  as  previous  to  the  war ;  and  the 
ships  of  every  kind  belonging  to  the  other  con¬ 
tracting  parties  were  to  be  allowed  to  enter  the 
])ort,  and  there  purchase  provisions  as  heretofore, 
without  being  liable  to  pay  other  imposts  than 
such  as  the  Batavian  Republic  subjected  its  own 
ships  to. — Art.  VII.  The  territories  and  posses¬ 
sions  of  our  ally  Portugal  were  to  be  maintained  in 
their  integrity,  such  as  they  were  antecedent  to  the 
war ;  but  that  portion  of  Portuguese  Guiana  which 
had  been  ceded  was  to  remain  to  the  French  Re¬ 
public,  and  Spain  was  to  keep  the  territory  on  the 
frontiers  of  Portugal  which  had  been  yielded  to 
her  by  the  treaty  of  Olivenza. — Art.  VIH.  The 
territories,  possessions,  &c.  of  the  Sublime  Porte 
W’ere  to  be  maintained  in  their  integrity  as  they 
were  before  the  war  or  the  invasion  of  Egypt. — 
Art.  IX.  A  Veneto-Greek  Republic,  which  had 
started  up,  under  French  care,  in  the  Seven  or 
Ionian  Islands,  on  the  destruction  of  the  ancient 
republic  of  Venice,  which  had  possessed  these 
islands  for  many  ages,  was  recognised  by  the  con¬ 
tracting  parties. — Art.  X.  Malta,  with  its  depend¬ 
ent  isles,  Gozo  and  Comino,  was  to  be  restored  to 
its  old  masters,  the  Knights  of  the  Order  of  St. 
John  of  Jerusalem;  the  knights  of  the  order  were 
invited  to  return  to  La  Vulette,  and  there  elect  a 
new  grand-master ;  any  election  made  previous  to 
the  signing  of  the  preliminaries  of  this  peace  w’as 
declared  to  be  null  and  void.  In  order  to  the 
greater  independence  of  the  chapter,  no  individual 
belonging  either  to  England  or  France  w’as  hence¬ 
forward  to  be  admitted  into  the  order.  A  Maltese 
Language  *  was  to  be  established,  into  which  na¬ 
tives  of  the  islands  should  be  admitted  without 
being  bound  to  prove  their  nobility;  these  Mal¬ 
tese  knights  were  to  enjoy  all  the  privileges,  dis¬ 
tinctions,  &c.  of  the  other  knights,  however  noble  ; 
and,  at  the  least,  one-half  of  the  municipal,  admi¬ 
nistrative,  civil,  judicial,  and  other  employments 
were  to  be  tilled  by  the  natives  of  the  islands  of 
Malta,  Gozo,  and  Comino.  The  British  troops 
were  to  evacuate  Malta  and  its  dependencies  within 
three  months  from  the  exchange  of  the  ratifica¬ 
tions,  or  sooner  if  possible,  when  all  was  to  be 
given  up  to  the  order,  provided  the  new  grand¬ 
master,  or  commissioners  duly  authorized,  were 
there  to  receive  the  surrender,  and  that  the  Nea¬ 
politan  troops  were  arrived.  The  King  of  Naples 
was  to  be  invited  to  send  tw’o  thousand  of  his 
native  troops  to  serve  in  garrison  for  one  year  after 
the  restoration  of  the  knights,  or  longer,  if  the 
Maltese  force  should  not  be  at  that  period  deemed 
competent  by  the  guaranteeing  powers  to  garrison 
the  island.  The  independence  and  neutrality  of 
Malta  and  its  dependencies  were  proclaimed,  and 

*  The  Knights  of  Malta  were  divided  into  seven  nations,  which 
were  called*  L^mgues,’ or  Ivtinguages, — namely,  those  of  Provence, 
Auvergne,  France,  Italy,  Aragon,  Germany,  and  England. 
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tlie  independence  was  to  be  guaranteed  l)y  Great 
Britain,  France,  Austria,  Spain,  Russia,  and 
Prussia.  The  ports  were  to  be  open  to  the  vessels 
of  all  nations,  except  those  belonging  to  the  Bar¬ 
bary  jiowcrs. — An.  XI.  The  French  troops  were 
to  evacuate  every  part  of  the  kingdom  of  Naples 
and  of  the  Roman  States,  except  such  portions  of 
the  latter  as  had  been  annexed  to  the  Cisalpine 
Republic;  and  the  British  were  to  evacuate  all  the 
])orts  and  islands  they  had  occupied  in  the  Medi¬ 
terranean  or  in  the  Adriatic. — Art.  XI I.  The  eva¬ 
cuations,  cessions,  and  restitutions  named  in  the 
treaty  Avere  to  be  made,  in  Europe,  Avilhin  one 
month  ;  on  the  continents  and  seas  of  America  and 
Africa,  Avithin  three  months ;  and  on  the  continent 
and  seas  of  Asia,  within  six  months,  after  the  ex¬ 
change  of  the  ratifications. — Art.  XY.  The  Ncaa- 
fmuuiland  fisheries  Avcrc  to  be  placed  on  the  same 
footing  as  previously  to  the  Avar. — Art.  XVIII. 
Tdic  Prince  of  Orange,  late  Stadtholdcr,  or  the 
branches  of  the  House  of  Nassau,  Avere  to  receive 
cipiivalcnt  compensations  for  the  losses  they  could 
jirove  they  had  sustained,  as  well  aa  ith  respect  to 
inivatc  projicrty  as  Iiy  the  change  of  constitution 
adopted  in  the  Batavian  Rc])ublic.  But  by  a 
secret  article  appended  to  this  XVIII. th  article  the 
Batavian  Rcjmblic  Avas  exempted  from  finding 
any  part  of  this  compensation,  and,  as  no  other 
state  or  territory  Avas  pledged  for  it,  it  Avas  pretty 
evident  that  no  compensation  to  the  House  of 
Nassau  Orange  AA-as  intended.* — Art.  XXH.  The 
present  treaty,  done  at  Amiens  on  the  27th  of 
March,  1802,  Avas  to  be  ratified  Avithin  thirly  days, 
or  sooner  if  possible ;  and  the  ratifications  Avere  to 
be  exchanged  in  due  form  at  Paris. + 

The  very  first  use  Avhich  Bonaparte  made  of 
the  benefit  of  the  susjiension  of  hostilities  at  sea 
Avas  to  send  out  a  formidable  armament  to  reco¬ 
ver,  in  the  first  place,  the  Avhole  of  San  Domingo 
from  the  revolted  or  the  free  and  independent  im- 
grocs.  On  the  14th  of  December,  1801,  only  ten 
Aveeks  and  four  days  after  the  signing  of  the  preli¬ 
minaries,  a  great  fleet  and  a  strong  land  army  set 
sail  from  Brest  for  the  West  Indies.  The  English 
ministry,  on  the  solemn  assurance  that  it  had  no 
other  object  in  vicAv  tlian  that  Avhich  Avas  pub- 

•  th(!  iic'KiitiaUniis  tliom  hail  lioen  a  talk  of  tlio'fa- 

mily  111'  tlie  I'x-staiUhokk'r  eiiuivali'uts  or  roniiicnsatioiis  iu  some 
|iart  Ilf  ( ii'rmany. 

f  Ui'twuiMi  till!  ist  of  Oi'tiiliiT.  ISOl,  wlu-n  Kn;,'lanil  a^iri'ed  to  the 
\ii'rliminarii's,  luiil  tin*  2711i  of  March  following:,  when  tho  ilcdnitivH 
treaty  wa.r  !.i[{iuMl,  li'inaiiarti' l■llt^clulll'll  a  scimratc  treaty  of  ycacii 
witli  till'  yiinufi  lOiniH'riir  Mcxaiiiler  of  lliibsiu.  This  treaty  was  liltie 
mini'  than  a  series  of  seori't  articles,  nearly  every  one  of  which  he- 
Irayeil  the  arrogance  nr  the  ainhition  of  the  two  eonlr.iclin,;  )iarlies, 
anil  IheiriletenniniUiiin  iif  seltine  ihem.sehes  nii  as  arlhter.s  nr  iliei 
tatiirs  in  all  the  all'alrsor  F.nrnjie,  anil  to  every  inile|ieniient  sovereien. 
In  line  of  tliese  secret  articles  tlie  yoniiK’  (V.ar  ami  the  First  Oiinsnl  un-' 
ilerloiik  “  111  iireserve  a  just  ei[uilihrinm  hetween  the  Iliinses  of 
Austria  anil  I’niKsia.’  In  another  they  aereeil  to  come  to  a  ^irojier 
nniler.slamiine  '*  how  to  terminate  nimn  amieahle  terms  the  alTuirs  of 
Italy  anil  of  the  Holy  See."  In  another  they  aj;rceil  to  act  in  con¬ 
cert  res|ieelin”  tlie  KniK'  of  Sarilinia.”  In  another  article  they  iirii- 
tiileil  till'  the  revival  of  the  Armeil  Neutrality,  or  for  the  creation  nfa 
still  mere  I'nrmiihilile  system  to  ili'iirive  Fntjlanil  of  the  maritime 
ritjhls  slm  elaime.i :  the  c/jir  anil  the  enn.snl.  in  onler  •'  Uircstiirr  a  just 
I'luijihnum  in  l/ir  juirts  „/l/ii:  mirhl.  tin, I  t„  eii.viire  t/,i:  lih'crt,/ 

I'J  t/ir  snis.  Inntlinn  i/„  msr!ri  s  In  del  in  cnnrn  t  fur  l/if  dttainment  nf 
thnsr  Dtijrctu  In/  uH  mrn^nrrSy  v'h(  thcr  of  cimv.Uuitiim  orvii/onr,  muiunllu 
di/ri  ni  nn  hrUfuen  thrm.Jhr  l/ir  ynnd  hunumily,  the  yaicrul  repose, 
loiii  me  indepenilinca  oj  yorernments."  ‘ 
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licly  stated,  agreed  not  to  molest  this  armament 
on  its  passage ;  but,  as  tlie  force  Avas  so  great,  and 
as  the  treaty  itself  Avas  not  yet  signed,  it  Avas 
deemed  advisable  to  Avatch  proceedings  and  to  re¬ 
inforce  our  oAvn  fleet  on  the  W'est  Indian  station  ; 
and  to  these  ends  Admiral  Mitchell  Avas  dispatched 
Avith  seven  sail  of  the  line.  That  FTench  expedi¬ 
tion,  of  Avhich  further  details  Avill  be  given,  did 
not,  because  it  could  not,  dejiart  from  the  object 
laid  doAvn ;  and  it  terminated,  not  in  any  re-occu- 
pation,  or  aggrandizement,  or  seizure,  but  in  the 
almost  total  destruction  of  the  forces  engaged  in  it. 
But  a  fcAv  days  after  its  first  departure  from  Brest, 
Bonaparte  realized  another  great  project,  which 
gave  him  in  name — ^what  he  already  had  in  fact — 
the  presidency  and  actual  command  of  all  Ijom- 
bardy  and  those  other  rich  portions  of  Italy  Avhich 
by  his  last  treaty  Avith  the  Emperor  of  Germany 
(the  treaty  of  Luneville)  Avere  to  constitute  the  in¬ 
dependent  Cisalpine  Republic,  to  be  freed  alike, 
from  French  and  from  Austrian  dominion  and 
interference.  On  the  11th  of  January,  1802,  the 
First  Consul  entered  Lyons  in  triumph,  and  met 
there  a  grand  consulta  from  the  Cisalpine  Repub¬ 
lic.*  This  swarm  of  Italian  republicans,  450  in 
all,  this  sublime  deputation  of  nobles  of  ancient 
and  historical  names,  of, bishops  and  archlyishops, 
of  parish  priests  and  other  ministers,  of  judges  and 
jurisconsults,  of  Avell-paid  professors  and  pensioned 
literati,  of  national-guard  officers,  of  officers  of  the 
Cisalpine  troops  of  the  line,  of  the  notables  of  de¬ 
partments,  and  of  merchants  and  members  of  the 
chamber  of  commerce,  had  all  Ireen  drilled  and  in¬ 
structed  beforehand  by  M.  Petiet,  the  minister 
Bonaparte  had  left  at  Milan,  and  for  several  days 
preceding  the  First  Consul’s  arrival  at  Lyons  they 
had  Ireen  indoctrinated  by  Talleyrand. f  Before 
crossing  the  Alps  some  of  these  illustrissirni  Avere 
informed  that  Bonaparte  Avished  to  convert  his 
temporary  elective  authority  into  a  permanent  and 
hereditary  one;  that,  as  regarded  the  French,  some 

*  Ilis  ]irivate  secnttaiy,  Bourrienno,  asked  Ikmapartc  why,  iu- 
btoad  of  culling  the  It.iliau  deputies  to  Lyons,  he  did  not  go  to  Milan 
and  meet  them  there? — ^Vllether  it  \Nas  possible  that  he  did  not  wish 
to  revisit  Italy,  the  lirst  scene  of  his  glory,  and  the  beautiful  capital 
of  Lombardy,  where  he  had  met  with  so  much  homage?— “  I  cer¬ 
tainly  should  like  that,”  replied  the  First  Consul;  “  but  the  journey 
to  Milan  would  occupy  too  much  precious  time,  I  prefer  that  the 
meeting  should  take  place  in  France.  Mi/  injlucncv  over  the  deputies 
will  be  more  prompt  and  certain  at  Lyons  than  at  Milan*'’ 

f  “Some  went  to  Lyons  thruniiii  aflection,  some  through  force, 
some  throui'h  amiiition.  High  were  the  expectations  of  men  in  the 
Cisalpine  Uepublic:  in  France  men  watched  must  attentively  all 
that  was  doing.  And  yet  it  seemeil  slrange  that  an  Imlian  nation 
should  go  into  France  to  settle  its  government  and  fate.” — Carlo  Botta, 
d' Italia. 

Wlien  nations  take  such  journeys,  they  are  only  fit  for.  and  ougliL 
only  to  expect,  almst-meiit  ai»d  slavery.  The  noble,  llie  reverend,  the 
learned,  the  poetical  mandatories  were  indeed  re'jue.*ted  by  the  Mi¬ 
lanese  and  tlie  rest  of  the  Lombards,  wlio  were  heeoming  miserably 
poor  muler  tlie  Idessed  rule  of  the  Cisalpine  Uepublic  ami  M.  Fetid, 
to  complain  of  the  licence  and  lieeutiousness  of  the  French  soldiery, 
of  tlie  inexorable  tvranny  of  the  new  government,  of  the  crushing 
weiglit  of  the  new  taxes,  which,  at  the  least,  doubled  in  amount  those 
which  had  been  paid  to  the  House  of  Austria,  of  the  ]»fogressive  dila- 
l»idatiou  of  property,  and  of  countless  acts  of  violence  and  oppres- 
^ion  ;  hut  these  complaints  of  the  sulVering  Lombards  were  drowiK’d 
in  the  applauses  and  rejoicings  at  Lyons,  and  the  mandatories  did 
nothing  but  deliver  academical  orations,  listen  U)  the  voice  of  com¬ 
mand,  and  obey.  “  It  was  a  fine  spectacle,”  adds  Botti,  “  for  those 
who  mmely  looked  at  tlie  outside  of  things;  but  it  was  a  sad  sight 
for  those  who  looki'd  within,  because  it  was  arranged  at  Lyons  how 
to  extinguish  by  forms  of  law  that  lialiau  liberty  which  had  already 
almost  perished  through  abuse.” 
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caution  and  precaution  were  necesBary ;  and  that, 
as  an  excellent  means  ofprepariiig  the  public  mind 
in  France,  they  must  offer  him  a  presidency  or  a 
consulship  for  life  in  Italy.  The  450  deputies 
named  a  commission  of  thirty  members,  who 
speedily  drew  up  a  report  to  the  First  Consul  of 
France  on  the  state  and  prospects  of  the  Cisalpine 
Republic,  stating  that,  owing  to  the  heterogeneous 
parts  of  which  that  new  republic  had  been  com¬ 
posed,  there  was  a  want  of  adhesion  and  of  confi¬ 
dence  among  them  ;  that  the  Cisalpina,  being  still 
only  in  her  infancy,  must  require  the  tutelage  and 
support  of  France;  that  there  was  no  native  Ita¬ 
lian  fit  to  be  placed  at  the  head  of  the  government, 
and  that  therefore  they  must  implore  the  First  Con¬ 
sul  of  France,  the  real  father  and  creator  of  the 
infant  Italian  republic,  to  take  upon  himself  the 
chief  direction  of  its  affairs.  Without  attempting 
to  play  the  farce  of  modesty,  Buonaparte  repaired 
to  the  hall  where  the  Italian  dejmties  were  assem¬ 
bled,  and  delivered  a  speech  which  was  little  more 
than  an  echo  of  their  own  report,  the  said  report 
having  been  but  an  echo  of  his  own  sentiments 
and  wishes  as  made  known  to  the  Italians  through 
Petiet,  Talleyrand,  and  numerous  other  voices 
and  agencies.  He  gave  emphasis  to  the  doctrine 
that  Upper  Italy  could  not  yet  be  evacuated  by 
the  French  armies  which  had  liberated  it :  he 
told  them  that  “  they  should  still  be  pro¬ 
tected  by  the  strong  arm  of  the  first  nation  of 
Europe,  and  that,  as  he  found  no  one  among 
them  who  had  sufficient  claims  to  the  chief  ma¬ 
gistracy,  he  was  willing  to  assume  the  direction  of 
their  affairs,  with  the  title  of  President,  and  to 
retain  that  office  as  long  as  circumstances  should 
require.”  Through  calculation  the  words  “  for 
life  ”  were  dropped  ;  and  he  was  only  aj)pointed 
president  for  ten  years,  especial  care  being,  how¬ 
ever,  taken  to  enact  and  declare  that  at  the  end 
of  that  period  he  should  be  re-eligible,  lie  was  to 
appoint  to  all  offices,  civil  or  military  ;  to  have  the 
power  of  peace  and  war  ;  to  transact  all  diplomatic 
business,  &c.  &c.  He  appointed  Melzi  d’Eril  his 
vice-president,  and  gave  his  assent  to  a  new  con¬ 
stitution,  which  varied  only  in  a  few  particulars 
from  the  last  mockery  of  a  constitution  set  up  in 
France.  The  whole  business  was  finished  by  the 
2Gth  of  .January,  1802.*  It  rendered  the  inde- 
j)endent  Cisalpine  Republic  a  mere  appendage  of 
France ;  it  was  an  infraction  of  the  treaty  of  Lune- 
ville  ;  and,  if  the  Emperor  of  Germany  had  been 
in  a  condition  to  renew  hostilities,  the  British  cabi¬ 
net  would  scarcely  have  carried  the  preliminaries 
of  peace  to  a  definitive  treaty.  The  young  Empe- 

•  noumifoni-,  who  attcn<Je<l  Itie  Firist  Consul  to  Lyons,  says,  lion- 
a|iaru:,  wlw  was  now  reaxly  to  ascenil  the  throne  of  Kruue'e,  w  ished 
to  (jrepure  the  Italians  for  one  day  erowninj;  him  Kin),'  of  Italy,  in 
imiUUon  of  Charlemagne,  of  whom,  in  aiitici)iatioii,  he  cousiilered 
himself  the  successor.  He  saw  that  the  title  of  I'residenl  of  the 
Cisalpine  Ue[rublic  was  a  jjreat  :idvance  towards  the  soverei){uty  of 
Lomlrardy,  as  he  afterwards  found  that  the  consulate  for  life  was  a 
deeishe  step  t/rwards  the  throne  of  l-'rance.  He  oht-iiued  the  title  of 
I’resideiit.  wiiliout  much  difllculty,  on  the  !i6th  of  January.  'I'hejoui- 
ney  W  I-sons,  and  the  cirtiferemaoi,  were  only  matters  of  form;  hut  | 
hi^h-soiinoin^’  words  and  solemn  proceedings  had  their  elfecl  on  the  \ 
public  mind.  ’  I 
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ror  of  Russia,  who  had  stipulaled  for  a  share  in 
the  settlement  of  Italy,  was  highly  incensed ;  but 
he  shrunk  from  the  extreme  measure  of  a  rupture 
with  Bonaparte,  and  was  not  in  a  state  to  do 
or  attempt  much  except  as  a  member  of  a  new 
European  coalition.  Before  the  signatures  were 
set  to  the  treaty  at  Amiens  other  usurpations  on 
the  part  of  the  First  Consul,  and  other  ])ro voca¬ 
tions  most  difficult  to  be  endured  by  a  proud 
nation,  took  place ;  but  it  was  evident  that  the 
continental  powers  who  had  been  our  allies  stood 
in  need  of  repose,  and  it  was  determined  at  all 
hazards  that  England  should  try  the  not  very 
honourable  and  not  very  safe  experiment  of  a  short 
peace. 

When  the  preliminaries  were  first  announced  to 
the  imperial  jiarliament  which  met  in  the  autumn 
of  1801,  the  ex-minister  Pitt  assisted  the  Adding¬ 
ton  administration  in  defending  what  they  had 
done  and  were  doing.  He  said  that,  after  the 
great  coalitions  had  all  been  dissolved,  nothing  re¬ 
mained  for  us  but  to  procure  just  and  honourable 
conditions  of  peace  for  ourselves  and  the  few  allies 
who  had  not  deserted  us  ;  that,  as  long  as  the 
peace  was  honourable,  he  should  ])rcfer  accepting 
terms  even  short  of  what  he  thought  the  country 
entitled  to,  to  risking  the  result  of  the  negotiation 
by  too  obstinate  an  adherence  to  any  particular 
yioint.  On  the  contrary,  his  late  colleagues  Lord 
Grenville  and  Mr.  Windham  censured  tlie  conduct 
of  the  Addington  administration  as  mean  and  pusil¬ 
lanimous,  declared  the  preliminaries  to  be  disgrace¬ 
ful,  and  a  prolongation  of  the  war,  though  single- 
handed,  and  to  any  indefinite  period,  to  be  prefer¬ 
able  to  this  insidious  and  insecure  peace.  Fox, 
with  his  party,  now  voted  with  Pitt  and  the  Ad¬ 
dingtons  in  approbation  of  the  preliminaries;  and, 
for  some  months,  it  was  found  that  the  minority 
which  followed  Lord  Grenville  and  Mr.  Windham 
in  condemning  the  yieace  was  even  smaller  than 
that  which  had  sided  for  so  many  years  with  Mr. 
Fox  in  reprobating  the  war.  In  these  first  debates 
Lord  Castlercagh  expressed  the  decided  sentiment 
of  the  majority  in  both  Houses  of  parliament  and 
in  the  country,  when  he  said  that  this  peace  would 
at  least  try  France,  and  that  it  was  but  fair  to  give 
her  a  trial.  Some  simple  men  and  some  enthu¬ 
siasts  there  were,  who  fondly  believed  that  the 
jieace  would  be  lasting,  and  that  the  First  Consul, 
intent  only  on  re-organizing  France,  and  on  seat¬ 
ing  himself  on  an  hereditary  but  comtilttlional 
throne,  would  soon  jirove  himself  the  best  and 
surest  ally  of  George  HI.,  the  conservator  of  the 
tranquillity  of  the  world  and  the  promoter  of  all 
that  most  tended  to  civilize  it.  The  number  of 
these  speculators  was  small ;  but  their  obstinacy  or 
fatuity  was  excessively  great,  and  not  to  be  cured 
by  experience  or  by  anything  which  time  and 
mortal  late  could  bring  to  bear  upon  the  question. 
An  ojiinion  much  more  generally  entertained  was 
that,  now  that  the  Corsican  consul  had  completely 
put  down  the  French  Jacobins — had  scourged 
them  like  hounds  at  fault — there  was  nothing  to 
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fear  from  Jacobinism  and  propagandism.*  But, 
in  reality,  Bonaparte’s  system  was  but  anew  Jaco¬ 
binism,  or  a  Jacobinism  modified;  it  had  its  pro¬ 
pagandists  and  its  secret  emissaries  everywhere, 
and,  though  it  did  not  bait  its  hooks  with  the  entire 
Iil)erty  and  equality  of  Robespierre  and  Marat,  it 
presented  attractive  bait  to  certain  minds — -tire 
proBts  and  honours  derivable  from  successful  revo¬ 
lution,  the  road  to  military  distinction  thrown  open 
to  all  classes,  the  gratification  to  envy  in  the  over¬ 
throw  of  aristocracies  and  established  orders,  and 
the  excitement  and  inviting  chances  which  always 
attend  the  subversion  of  old  governments  and  the 
setting  up  of  new  ones.  Moreover,  the  First  Con¬ 
sul  knew  how  to  recommend  abroad  opinions  and 
jirinciples  which  he  discountenanced  and  kept  in 
check  at  home  ;  and,  while  inculcating  submission 
and  organization  in  France,  he  promulgated  insur¬ 
rection  and  disorganization  in  those  other  Euro- 
])ean  countries  which  were  not  yet  subjected  to  his 
ilominion.  According  to  his  theory,  F’ ranee,  whose 
revolutions  had  all  ended  in  his  supremacy,  had 
had  enough  of  change  ;  but  other  kingdoms  must 
be  revolutionized  until  they  were  brought  to  the 
actual  condition  of  France.  By  a  strange  fatality, 
the  clubbists  of  England  and  of  the  rest  of  Europe, 
who  had  most  admired  the  National  Convention 
with  its  Declaration  of  the  Rights  of  Man,  trans¬ 
ferred  their  ardent  admiration  and  their  hearts’ 
allegiance  to  Napoleon  Bonaparte  and  his  war  bul¬ 
letins.  In  their  eyes  he  was  a  child  of  the  Revo¬ 
lution,  and  the  mortal  enemy  of  legitimate  kings  : 
he  prevented  the  restoration  of  the  Bourbons,  go¬ 
verned  in  the  name,  at  least,  of  the  people,  and 
still  talked  of  liberty  and  philosophy.  Even  when 
he  made  philosophy  give  way  to  religion  and  re¬ 
established  Catholicism  in  France,  they  excused 
his  backsliding,  the  very  fanatics  of  unbelief  still 
clinging  to  him,  as  they  fancied  that  he  was  only 
making  a  temporary  sacrifice  to  the  prejudice  and 
ignorance  of  the  popular  masses  (whom,  but  a  few 
years  before  these  philosophists  had  held  up  to  the 
admiration  of  the  universe),  that  he  had  incalcu¬ 
lably  less  religion  than  any  of  the  kings  of  the  old 
dynasties,  and  that  in  his  heart  he  desjiised  Catho¬ 
licism  as  much  as  Voltaire  himself  had  done.  It 
must,  however,  always  remain  matter  of  surprise 
that  the  fanatics  of  a  democratic  republicanism  and 
of  a  wild  liberty  should  fall  on  their  knees  before 
the  adventurous  soldier  who  was  erecting  a  tyran¬ 
nical  throne  over  the  ruins  of  French  liberty  and 
the  fallacies  they  had  so  recently  worshipped  ;  and 
that  the  fanatics  of  irreligion  should  excuse  in  him 
the  cflorts  made  to  re-establish  the  ancient  faith. 
In  condemning  the  preliminaries  of  peace,  and 


•  I  ill  himself  saiil,  in  the  course  of  the  dehntes  on  the  nrelimi 
rics,  Hint  »•(■  lin.l  snrviTcd  tlie  .Inn-cr  ami  the  raviif;es  of  .lacobinis 
titat  we  had  Uveil  lonj- enonuh  to  see  it  lose  much  of  its  virnleti 
anil  to  he  6tni)t  of  tliose  delusive  colonrswhieh  once  cave  it  its  now 
of  destruction.  He  added,  however,  that  his  ojiinion  of  the  r 
remained  unaltered.  Tins  country  was  at  first  called  uiion  to  re 
an  alUck  against  all  estahli.died  governments  :  our  uhieet  in  enter 
into  the  wmr  had  been  Skcukity.  He  must  confess  that  his  Majesl 
ministers  had  once  thought  that  the  dissolution  of  the  revolution 

government  ot  I' ranee  wa.s  the  best  means  of  obtaining  this  seenri 
but  Up  hmi  never  reckoned  it  a  sinequanM 
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every  part  of  them,  Windham,  in  a  debate  in  the 
Commons,  on  the  4lh  of  November,  said  that  France 
had  uniformly  aspired  to  universal  empire  ;  in  the 
beginning  of  the  Revolution  she  had  an  empire  of 
opinion,  but  now  sbe  had  an  empire  of  power. 
French  principles  had  first  paved  the  way  for  this 
military  power ;  and  now  this  military  power  was 
used  to  disseminate  principles — not  such  princi- 
])les,  indeed,  as  were  now  tolerated  in  France,  but 
principles  which  would  not  serve  for  home  con¬ 
sumption,  and  which,  therefore,  they  were  sending 
abroad  for  the  use  of  other  countries.  Bonaparte 
knew  well  how  to  be  at  one  and  the  same  time 
the  supporter  of  despotism  in  France,  and  of 
Jacobinism  out  of  France!  He  pointed  at  the 
looseness  and  depravity  of  manners,  which,  he 
said,  were  greater  now  than  in  the  days  of  the 
Conventionalists,  or  than  in  any  ])revious  pe¬ 
riod.  Even  supposing  tb;j  Jacobin  virus  to  have 
evaporated,  there  still  remained  an  infection  about 
the  French  to  which  we  ought  not  to  expose  the 
English  people.  As  to  the  supposed  change  of 
character  in  the  French  pcojde  and  government, 
Windham  said  that  the  only  difference  was  that  in 
more  Jacobinical  times  they  trusted  chiefly  to  their 
principles  and  their  propagandism,  while  now  they 
trusted  chiefly  to  their  arms  and  real  power  ;  and 
in  all  this  change  the  French  had  preserved  the 
same  hostile,  implacable  spirit  against  England. 
This  country  was  still  marked  out  as  Carthage^ 
which  must  be  destroyed,  to  make  way  for  the 
universal  empire  of  the  new  Rome.  He  reminded 
the  House  that  the  Romans  had  conquered  Car¬ 
thage  point  by  point,  always  terminating  a  suc¬ 
cessful  war  by  an  advantageous  ])eace,  always 
renewing  the  war  with  some  fresh  advantages, 
until,  at  last,  Carthage  sunk  beneath  her  powerful 
rival.  If  peace  was  supported  on  the  ground  of 
our  inability  to  continue  the  war,  was  that  inability 
likely  to  grow  less  during  such  a  peace  as  the  pre¬ 
sent  ?  Let  our  economy  be  as  great  as  it  might, 
yet  the  expenses  of  such  a  peace,  unless  we  re¬ 
signed  ourselves  to  some  sudden  conquest  or  inva¬ 
sion,  must  be  very  nearly  equal  to  those  of  a  full 
war  establishment ;  and  all  we  could  hope  to  ob¬ 
tain  at  this  immense  outlay,  was  a  mere  armed 
truce.  It  was  true  our  allies  had  for  a  time  fallen 
from  our  side;  but  there  was  another  party  who 
had  shown  great  attachment  to  the  cause  they  had 
embraced,  and  who  had  bravely  co-operated  with 
the  British  forces  ;  and  he  considered  the  entire 
desertion  of  the  interests  of  the  emigrants  as  deeply 
disgraceful  to  this  country.  There  ought  to  have 
been  stipulated  for  them,  at  least,  a  safe  return  to 
their  country.* 

The  sailing  of  the  immense  armament  from 
Brest  for  San  Domingo,  i)ending  the  negotiation 
of  the  definitive  treaty,  created  great  alarm,  and 

*  I^fmaparto  did  not  forjjet  such  stipulations  in  favour  of  men  Nvho 
were  enu),Tauts  or  exiles  on  uoeount  of  political  opinions,  and  of 
words  ami  deeds  favourable  to  tlie  French  revolution.  As  we  have 
seen,  in  his  treaty  with  the  Kinj'  of  Naple.s  he  stipulated  not  merely 
for  the  safe  return  of  the  Neapolitan  rcvolutiunUls,  but  also  for  the 
restoration  of  their  properly. 
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occasioned  some  demands  in  the  House  of  Com¬ 
mons  for  the  recal  of  the  Marquess  Cornwallis  from 
Amiens.  It  was  determined  that  the  naval  and 
military  establishments  should  be  continued  as 
they  were,  without  any  reduction,  for  three  months 
longer.  The  transactions  with  the  Cisalpine 
Consulta  at  Lyons  were  the  cause  of  fresh  ex¬ 
citement  ;  and  in  the  course  of  the  month  of 
January,  1802,  it  became  known  in  England  that 
Bonaparte  had  exacted  from  Spain  her  Ame¬ 
rican  colony  of  Louisiana,  and  had  claimed 
in  Italy  Parma  and  the  island  of  Elba,  thus 
adding,  in  a  time  of  peace  or  of  truce,  to  the 
enormous  acquisitions  which  he  had  made  during 
the  war.  The  delays  in  the  negotiations  obliged 
Mr.  Addington,  on  the  3rd  of  March,  to  demand 
a  supply  on  the  war  establishment  for  sixty-one 
days  more ;  and  in  the  debate  Dr.  French  Law¬ 
rence,  the  able  friend  and  disciple  of  Burke, 
Windham,  and  others,  pressed  on  the  House  the 
consideration  of  the  fraud  and  perfidy  France  had 
shown  in  every  transaction  since  the  signing  of  the 
preliminary  articles.  By  the  time  the  definitive 
treaty  was  concluded  the  English  people  were  cer¬ 
tainly  much  less  enamoured  of  this  experimental 
peace  than  they  were  at  the  arrival  of  the  preli¬ 
minaries.  During  the  long  season  of  delay  and 
doubt  recourse  had  been  re])eatedly  had  to  adjourn¬ 
ments.  On  the  10th  of  April,  twelve  days  after 
the  reception  of  the  news  of  the  definitive  treaty 
having  been  signed,  the  Earl  of  Carlisle  called  the 
attention  of  the  House  of  Lords  to  some  points 
involved  in  the  treaty ;  but  ministers  objected  that 
these  points  were  not  regularly  before  the  House, 
and  declined,  for  the  present,  entering  into  any 
explanations;  and,  no  motion  having  been  made, 
the  House  passed  to  the  order  of  the  day.  At  the 
same  time  the  House  of  Commons  was  occupied 
by  a  motion  made  by  Sir  Francis  Burdett  for  a 
searching  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  the  late  Pitt 
administration — conduct  which  the  ardent  young 
orator  seemed  to  think  would  fully  justify  an  im¬ 
peachment.  The  motion  upon  a  division  was 
rejected  by  246  against  39.  As  late  as  the  3rd 
of  May  we  find  Windham  rising  to  request  that  a 
day  might  be  appointed  for  taking  into  considera¬ 
tion  the  whole  of  the  definitive  treaty ;  and  on  the 
following  day  this  request  was  repeated  in  the 
Upper  House  by  Lord  Grenville.  During  several 
successive  days  calls  for  papers  were  made ;  and 
it  was  not  until  the  13th  of  May  that  the  im¬ 
portant  and  long  expected  debate  began  in  both 
Houses.  In  the  Lords,  after  Lord  Grenville  had 
moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  the  Flouse  to  take 
into  consideration  the  definitive  treaty  of  peace, 
the  eccentric  Stanhope  desired  that  strangers  might 
be  excluded,  having,  he  said,  information  of  im¬ 
portance  to  lay  before  the  House.  Strangers  were 
ordered  to  withdraw.*  When  they  were  re-ad- 

*  ‘'The  subject  of  the  noble  earVs  communication  was,  we  under^ 
stand,  the  improved  constiuctioii  of  a  diving-boat  in  France,  which 
was  described  to  be  navigated  under  water  with  so  much  skill  and 
certainty  as  to  make  it  easy  for  them  to  blow  up  a  first-rate  man-of- 
war  with  only  tifteeu  pounds  of  powder.” — FarU  Hist. 


mitted  Lord  Grenville  was  speaking  with  great 
force  against  the  conditions  and  tendencies  of  the 
treaty.  There  was,  however,  he  said,  no  wish  to 
abrogate  or  overturn  the  unfortunate  compact, 
which  had  been  ratified  by  that  power  to  whom 
the  constitution  had  given  the  right  of  making 
treaties,  which  had  had  the  great  seal  of  the  king¬ 
dom  put  to  it,  and  which  was  therefore  irrevocable. 
To  its  terms,  however  injurious,  we  were  bound  to 
accede.  By  evasion  we  should  but  add  disgrace 
to  disaster  ;  and,  with  the  loss  of  national  honour, 
fill  up  the  measure  of  national  calamity.  He 
wished  not  to  impede  the  execution  of  the  treaty, 
but  to  demonstrate  its  dangerous  tendency;  to 
ascertain  the  situation  in  which  it  left  the  country; 
to  point  out  the  perils  which  impended,  and  the 
degree  of  safety  which  yet  remained  to  us.  With 
these  principles  what  reasonable  objections  could 
be  raised  to  a  free  and  full  discussion.'*  Why 
should  he  not  be  allowed  to  urge  the  House  to  set 
a  mark  on  those  impolitic  and  weak  ministers  who 
had  negotiated  such  a  treaty  and  concluded  such  a 
peace?  In  all  negotiations  for  ])eace  the  basis 
was  either  the  status  quo  ante  belliwi,  or  the  ac¬ 
tual  state  of  the  parties  before  the  war ;  or  the  vti 
possidetis,  or  the  condition  of  the  parties  after  the 
war.  One  or  the  other  of  these  bases,  and  not  a 
mixture  of  the  two,  was  the  foundation  of  the 
treaty  for  both  contracting  parties ;  both  either 
gave  up  everything  they  had  conquered  during  the 
war,  or  both  retained  whatever  they  possessed  at 
the  conclusion  of  it.  Instead  of  our  negotiators 
proceeding  distinctly  on  either  of  these  bases,  they 
had  mixed  them  together,  and  had  applied  them 
both  in  a  manner  the  most  prejudicial  to  this 
country  :  they  had  applied  the  first,  or  the  status 
quo  principle,  to  England,  who  was  to  give  up  to 
France  all  she  had  taken  during  the  war;  and 
they  had  applied  the  second,  or  the  vti  possidetis 
principle,  to  France,  by  allowing  her  to  remain  in 
possession  of  all  she  had  acquired.  It  would  have 
been  but  just  and  reasonable  for  France  to  have 
purchased  back  her  colonies,  and  the  colonies  of  her 
allies  or  dependents,  Spain  and  Holland,  by  con¬ 
tinental  sacrifices ;  but  France  gave  up  nothing, 
for  Egypt  at  the  time  the  treaty  was  concludecl 
was  not  hers  to  give,  while  England  gave  up  nearly 
every  foot  of  territory  she  had  obtained,  surrender¬ 
ing  islands  and  groups  of  islands,  the  acquisition 
of  which  had  cost  her  immense  sums  of  money 
and  not  a  little  blood.  In  fact,  by  the  result  of 
the  treaty,  France  was  left  either  in  actual  posses¬ 
sion  of,  or  with  a  most  absolute  control  over,  the 
greatest  or  richest  part  of  the  continent  of  Euro])e  ; 
she  kept  Savoy,  she  kept  Belgium,  she  kept  the 
Germanic  states  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Rhine,  she 
kept,  under  a  fiction  of  independence,  the  whole 
of  Upper  Italy  and  the  whole  of  Holland;  she 
kept  whatever  she  had  gained.  And  yet  she  was  to 
be  repossessed  of  all  that  she  had  lost,  and  more¬ 
over  to  be  allowed  to  acquire  immense  territories 
from  her  submissive  and  helpless  allies  :  in  Asia 
she  was  to  have  Pondicherry,  Cochin,  Negapatam, 
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and  the  Spice  Islands ;  in  Africa,  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  Goree,  and  Senegal  (for  it  was  idle  to  talk 
of  the  Batavian  Republic  having  or  holding  any¬ 
thing)  ;  in  the  West  Indies,  Martinique,  Ste.  Lucie, 
Guadaloupe,  Tobago,  Cura^oa,  and  a  part,  if  not 
the  whole,  of  San  Domingo  ;  in  America  she  was 
to  be  repossessed  of  St.  Pierre  and  Miguelon; 
and,  as  new  possessions,  whence  she  could  press 
upon  both  the  Anglo-American  states  and  the 
Spanish-American  and  Portuguese-American  pos¬ 
sessions,  Louisiana  was  to  be  hers  by  virtue  of  the 
secret  treaty  with  Spain,  and  French  Guiana  was  to 
be  rounded  and  enlarged  by  territory  torn  from 
Portugal  by  the  treaty  of  Madrid ;  and,  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  this  territory  in  Guiana,  extending  to  the 
Amazon  river,  she  was  to  have,  in  South  America, 
Surinam,  Demerara,  Berbice,  and  Essequil)o.  In 
the  Mediterranean  too,  where  our  naval  superiority 
was  most  important,  we  had  dispossessed  ourselves 
of  Malta,  Minorca,  and  even  the  island  of  Elba, 
which  France  wanted,  merely  in  order  to  exclude 
us  from  the  neighlmuring  port  of  Leghorn.  We 
were  now,  in  fact,  excluded  from  all  the  ports  of 
Italy,  and  all  that  inland  sea  seemed  on  the  point 
of  being  converted  into  a  French  lake.  Lord 
Grenville  then  alluded  to  the  great  San  Domingo 
armament  which  had  been  sent  out  in  the  interval 
between  the  preliminaries  and  the  definitive  treaty, 
and  which  had  obliged  us  to  keep  in  the  West 
Indies  a  much  greater  force  than  any  we  had  em¬ 
ployed  there  during  the  war.  The  first  fruits  of 
this  peace,  he  said,  were  seen  in  the  necessity  of 
our  keeping  in  the  West  Indies,  at  an  enormous 
expense,  thirty-five  sail  of  the  line.  Ministers 
ought  never  to  have  permitted  the  French  arma¬ 
ment  to  sail  until  the  preliminary  articles  had 
been  converted  into  a  definitive  treaty ;  nor  should 
it  have  been  allowed  to  sail  at  all  until  the  First 
Consul  had  renounced  the  presidency  of  tlie  Cisal¬ 
pine  Republic,  w'liich  gave  him  as  much  power  in 
Italy  as  he  had  in  France.  His  lordship  could 
see  nothing  of  the  pacific,  liberal  disposition  of  the 
present  French  government;  but  what  he  could 
clearly  see  was,  a  fixed  design  to  exclude  tlie  com¬ 
merce  of  Great  Britain  from  the  continent  of  Eu¬ 
rope.  He  complained  of  the  sitiuitiou  in  which 
we  had  left  our  old  and  faithlul  ally  Portugal ; 
and  he  showed  that  the  indemnity  mentioned  in 
the  treaty  for  the  Prince  of  Orange  was  of  such  a 
nature  that  France  might  give  it  or  withhold  it, 
just  as  she  pleased.  He  exposed  the  absurdity  of 
jilacing  Malta  under  the  guarantee  of  ])owers  who 
could  never  agree  on  any  one  point  respecting  the 
island,  and  of  garrisoning  it  j)ro  Icmpore  with  the 
least  steady  and  least  reliable  troops  in  Europe. 
He  called  the  pretended  restoration  of  Malta  to  the 
Knights  a  still  greater  ab.^urdily;  for  how  could 
it  be  said  that  such  an  order  was  really  in  exist¬ 
ence,  when  almost  all  the  funds  necessary  for  its 
support  had  been  confiscated — confiscated  in  good 
jiart  since  the  preliminaries  of  this  treaty  which 
was  to  restore  them  to  their  independent  sovereign 
l.ower?  'I'he  expenses  of  the  Grd' r  of  Mid'ta, 
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principally  in  fortifications  and  garrisons,  had 
l3cen,  on  an  average  of  the  last  ten  years,  about 
1.30,000/.  sterling  per  annum.  The  total  revenue 
derivable  from  the  island  was  only  about  34,000/., 
and  of  this  not  more  than  8000/.  came  into  the 
coffers  of  the  Knights.  Of  those  ample  revenues 
which  in  former  times  had  been  enjoyed  by  the 
Order,  the  French  had  confiscated  about  .58,000/. 
per  anuum  at  the  commencement  of  their  revolu¬ 
tion,  when  they  suppressed  the  French  La7iguos, 
and  declared  the  whole  Order  to  be  a  thing  obso¬ 
lete,  useless,  and  detestable,  like  all  other  institu¬ 
tions  that  w'ere  built  upon  superstition  and  mo- 
nachism.  More  recently  Spain  had  been  induced 
to  confiscate  27,000/.  per  annum,  and  still  more 
recently  the  estates  and  properly  of  the  Order  had 
been  seized  and  confiscated  in  Ijombardy  ami 
in  Piedmont,  while  it  was  evident  that  the  rest  of 
the  Italian  states,  beggared  by  the  war  and  by 
French  exactions,  were  looking  with  an  eager  eye 
to  such  lands  and  houses  as  belonged  to  the  Order, 
and  were  within  their  own  territory  and  grasp. 
Though  not  nominally  confiscated,  the  immense 
estates  of  the  Knights  in  Sicily  had  not  for  two  or 
three  years  rendered  a  single  ducat  to  the  Order; 
nor,  in  the  present  disorganized,  degraded,  broken, 
bankrupt,  fugitive  condition  of  that  ancient  body, 
was  it  very  easy  to  discover  where  or  to  whom  the 
money  ought  to  be  ])aid.  In  short,  of  all  the  for¬ 
mer  income  of  the  Order  there  now  remained  a 
bare  20,000/.  per  annum — a  sum  evidently  insuf¬ 
ficient  to  keep  up  the  extensive  and  magnificent 
fortifications,  or  prepare  for  the  defence  of  the 
island.  The  Order  of  Malta  was  therefore  extinct 
as  a  power,  and  must  necessarily  come  under  the 
influence  and  into  the  pay  of  the  French,  who  had 
reduced  it  to  this  condition  of  helplessness  and 
degradation.  The  Grand  Master  would  be  elected 
by  their  nomination,  and  the  whole  Order  would 
be  subordinate  to  the  French.  By  the  treaty  we  had 
given  to  France  very  important  settlements  in  In¬ 
dia,  without  stipulating,  as  we  had  done  at  the  last 
peace,  that  they  should  not  bo  fortified.  It  was 
true  that  we  had  obtained,  through  the  overthrow 
of  Tippoo,  a  great  accession  of  territory  in  Mysore 
and  on  the  Malabar  coast,  but  our  right  of  sove¬ 
reignty  in  India  was  not  recognised  by  tlie  French 
in  the  treaty,  and  liy  ceding  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  we  gave  them  one  of  the  keys  to  India. 
The  Cape  was  every  w’ay  an  object  of  the  first  im¬ 
portance  to  our  Indian  empire:  it  afforded  faci¬ 
lities  for  sending  over  troops,  and  as  a  station  in 
the  hands  of  our  enemies  it  would  ahvays  greatly 
annoy  our  Indian  trade,  and  make  it  necessary  for 
us  to  send  strong  convoys  with  our  homeward  and 
outward-bound  fleets.  Nothing  but  the  plea  of 
necessity  could  justify  the  sacrifices  we  had  made; 
but  ministers  disclaimed  this  pica,  talking  highly 
of  the  spirit  of  ti.e  peojilc,  and  reiiresenting  the 
resources  of  the  country  as  quite  equal  to  a  conti¬ 
nuance  of  the  contest.  If  the  advantages  of  the 
lieaee  wctc  nut  greater  than  the  disadvantages  of 
war,  the  peace  must  be  a  bad  one.  And  where 
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would  be  our  advantages? — Not  in  commerce,  for 
that  would  be  diminished ;  not  in  economy,  for  we 
must  keep  up,  for  the  mere  sake  of  security,  a 
large  naval  and  military  establishment.  If  any 
security  had  been  obtained  against  the  renewal  of 
war,  he  would  have  rejoiced  at  it,  for  we  must 
renew  it  at  a  great  disadvantage.  Lord  Grenville 
concluded  with  proposing  an  address  to  the  throne 
recommending  every  practicable  economy,  but 
such  an  economy  as  would  still  leave  the  country 
in  a  state  of  defence  sufficient  to  repel  any  future 
danger ;  acknowledging  that  the  national  faith 
w’as  pledged  to  the  observance  of  the  treaty,  but 
pointing  out  the  great  danger  this  country  was  ex¬ 
posed  to,  in  consequence  of  the  sacritices  she  had 
made,  without  any  adequate  compensation  on  the 
part  of  France;  and  finally,  praying  his  Majesty 
to  endeavour  to  arrange  speedily,  by  amicable  ad¬ 
justment,  those  various  points  w'hich  were  left 
unsettled  by  the  definitive  treaty  of  Amiens.  His 
lordship  was  opposed  not  merely  by  the  Foxite 
jiarty,  but  also  by  the  Pittites,  and  by  several  peers 
who  had  been  but  recently  his  colleagues  in  office, 
or  his  close  personal  friends  and  allies.  Lord 
Pelham  moved  a  counter-address  approving  of  the 
treaty,  and  this  was  carried  without  a  division, 
although  the  Duke  of  Richmond,  Earl  Camden,  the 
Earl  of  Caernarvon,  and  one  or  two  other  peers 
expressed  their  entire  or  partial  agreement  in  the 
view  taken  by  Lord  Grenville.* 

After  the  division  Lord  Holland,  the  nephew 
and  political  pupil  of  Fox,  moved  “That  the  omis¬ 
sion  of  various  opportunities  of  negotiating  a  peace 
with  advantage  to  this  country,  and  more  particu¬ 
larly  the  rejection  of  the  overtures  made  by  the 
chief  consul  in  January,  1800,  appears  to  this 
House  to  have  led  to  a  state  of  affairs  which  ren¬ 
dered  peace  so  necessary  to  the  preservation  and 
safety  of  the  empire  as  to  justify  the  important  and 
])ainful  sacrifices  which  his  Majesty  has  been  ad¬ 
vised  to  make  for  the  attainment  thereof.”  The 
Duke  of  Montrose  urged  in  opposition  to  this 
motion,  that  the  rejection  of  Bonaparte’s  over¬ 
tures  in  January,  1800,  should  be  judged  by  cir¬ 
cumstances  then  existing,  and  not  by  subsequent 
events  and  circumstances.  When  the  First  Con¬ 
sul  sent  his  letter  to  the  King,  it  was  to  solicit 
the  negotiation  of  a  separate  treaty  with  Great 
Britain,  at  the  very  time  that  he  was  soliciting 
our  allies  Austria  and  Russia  to  abandon  us 
and  make  a  separate  treaty  with  the  French  re¬ 
public  :  the  whole  design  was  obviously  insidious. 
The  question  being  then  put.  Lord  Flolland’s  mo¬ 
tion  was  negatived,  only  Lords  Grenville,  Caer¬ 
narvon,  Spencer,  Carlisle,  the  Duke  of  Richmond, 
and  eleven  other  peers  voting  for  it. 

*  The  Duke  of  Richmoml,  however,  pleaded  liis  good-will  to  the 
present  Addington  administration,  and  regretted  thtrt  lie  conid  not  on 
tilts  occasion  vote  with  tiiem.  Earl  Cami'  n  said  tliat,  although  lie 
approved  neitlier  the  iireliminaries  nor  I’m  deliuitive  treaty,  vet  as 
tile  country  seemed  to  pant  for  peace,  a.-,  as  his  Majesty  wa’s'bijund 
to  fulfil  his  engagements,  he  should,  though  very  iiiiwilliueiy,  vote 
against  his  noble  friend  (Grenville).  The  Earl  of  Caernarvon  <'ave 
his  vote  to  Grenville's  motion,  as  the  only  possible  corrective  o  f  the 
misconduct  of  those  ministers  who  had  pledged  the  country  to  a  peace 
which  provided  neither  for  its  honcmp  nor  f'w  its  safety, 
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In  the  House  of  Commons,  on  the  same  day, 
the  13th  of  May,  the  counterpart  to  Lord  Gren¬ 
ville’s  motion  was  made  by  Windham,  who,  in 


a  speech  of  three  hours,  still  more  bitterly  con¬ 
demned  the  definitive  treaty.  The  first  point  he 
dwelt  upon  was  Malta.  The  pretended  neutral¬ 
ity  of  that  island  w'ould  at  any  time  allow  the 
French  and  their  allies  to  collect  eighteen  ships  of 
the  line  in  its  ports,  while  we  were  restricted  to 
six  ships  of  the  line.  To  talk  of  the  Order  and 
of  the  different  Langues  or  nations  composing  it, 
was  now  idle ;  its  power,  its  consideration,  were 
gone  for  ever.  The  German  Knights  had  already 
refused  to  serve  in  a  body  so  changed  and  de¬ 
graded  ;  the  Neapolitan  soldiers  could  never  be 
any  security  for  the  independence  of  the  island ; 
they  would  throw  open  the  gates  of  La  Valette  and 
Vittoriosa  to  the  first  French  force  that  appeared  ; 
the  state  of  Malta  was  a  virtual  surrender,  and  our 
position  in  the  Mediterranean  would  be  made  un¬ 
tenable,  for,  with  the  exception  of  Gibraltar,  at  the 
entrance  of  that  sea,  we  should  not  have  a  single 
port  or  place  of  refuge  for  our  ships.  In  dwelling 
upon  the  disadvantages  and  perils  which  must 
result  from  giving  up  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
Windham  insisted  that  our  Indian  empire  was  our 
sheet  anchor,  and  that  whatever  was  necessary  to 
its  preservation  was  of  vital  importance.  In  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  annoyances  to  be  expected  from  the 
Cape,  the  enemy  had  acquired  the  means  of  anno}-- 
ing  our  possessions  in  the  East  by  our  restitution 
of  Cochin,  nominally  to  the  Dutcli.  Lord  Gren¬ 
ville  had  said  that  France,  by  being  made  mistress 
of  Louisiana,  became  in  reality  mistress  of  Florida 
also,  and  that  France  would  possess  the  key  of 
Mexico,  which  she  might  enter  whenever  she  chose. 
Windham  dwelt  at  greater  length  on  this  new 
F'rench  empire  on  the  American  continent;  and 
we  now  know,  from  a  variety  of  sources  which 
were  not  open  to  him  and  his  contemporaries,  that 
Windham  took  a  very  correct  view  of  Bonaparte’s 
vast  schemes  of  colonial  aggrandizement,  and  was 
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guilty  of  no  exaggeration  in  his  representation  of 
the  American  projects  of  the  First  Consul.  By 
the  treaty,  he  said,  France  had  attained  her  first 
great  object — she  had  obtained  the  navigation  of 
the  great  river  the  Amazon,  the  largest  river  on 
the  globe,  from  the  length  of  its  course  and  its 
great  and  numerous  tributaries;  and  the  Portu¬ 
guese  settlements  were  left  wholly  exposed  to  this 
greedy  and  conquering  power,  which  would  soon, 
in  fact,  stretch  forth  her  arms  from  Guiana  over 
the  whole  of  South  America.  And  then  in  North 
America  the  cession  of  Louisiana  would  give  the 
French  the  command  of  that  other  mighty  river, 
the  Mississippi,  and  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  which 
washes  the  southern  shore  of  the  country  for  about 
400  miles.  Rivers,  said  Windham,  are  the  vital 
parts  of  countries;  and,  without  hyperbole,  we 
may  he  said  to  have  given  away  a  brace  of  con¬ 
tinents.  In  aggravation  of  this  thoughtless  prodi¬ 
gality,  ministers  had  abandoned  the  whole  conti¬ 
nent  of  Europe  to  F'rance  ;  they  had  let  in  a  tide 
which  would  spread  like  a  torrent  in  every  direc¬ 
tion,  endangering  our  West  Indian  colonies,  and 
threatening  destruction  to  our  empire  in  the  East. 
It  was  obvious,  he  said,  that  France  was  aiming  at 
a  universal  empire.  He  contended  that  this 
country  was  still  capable  of  resisting  this  project, 
and  that  it  had  hitherto  not  put  forth  its  strength, 
reposing  supinely  in  a  blind  confidence  that  the 
torrent  could  not  reach  her  shores.  “  At  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  French  Revolution,  when  other 
nations  were  melting  aw'ay,  it  was  pretended  that 
W'c  were  inaccessible,  and  that  the  menstruum 
which  dissolved  the  baser  metals  would  pass  in¬ 
nocuous  over  the  pure  gold  of  the  British  consti¬ 
tution.  The  year  1792  had  demonstrated  that  this 
pure  gold  was  as  susceptiltle  of  the  rage  of  Jacobin¬ 
ism  as  copper  of  the  corrosion  of  aqua  fortis. 
Still  a  strange  indifference  prevailed ;  snug  was 
the  word ;  we  were  for  letting  other  nations  shift 
as  they  could  :  the  high  spirit  of  our  ancestors  was 
extinct;  their  maxims  were  forgotten.”  He  had 
been  secretary-at-war,  and  he  would  enter  on  a 
retrospect  of  the  manner  in  which  the  war  had 
been  conducted.  lie  affirmed  that,  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  the  expedition  to  Toulon  and  the  melan¬ 
choly  affair  at  Quiheron,  little  had  been  attempted 
iqton  what  he  conceived  to  be  the  peculiar  and 
appropriate  principle  of  the  war.  Fie  was  called 
to  order  by  Fitt,  who  objected  to  some  of  his  ob¬ 
servations  as  improper  in  one  who  had  formerly 
possessed  his  Majesty’s  confidence.  Windham 
replied,  that  he  was  about  to  state  that  he  consi¬ 
dered  the  expedition  to  Quiberon  as  a  measure  of 
his  own.  Pitt  still  resisted  the  disclosure  of  any 
considtations  or  opinions  which  must  have  been 
expressed  in  official  confidence.  Windham,  resum¬ 
ing,  insisted  that  the  country  had  never  been  pro¬ 
perly  made  aware  why  it  was  at  war : — it  had 
been  said  by  Mr.  Pitt  that  we  were  at  war  because 
we  could  not  be  at  peace  ;  at  sea  because  we  could 
not  be  on  shore;  yet  the  question,  why  we  were  at 
war,  perpetually  recurred  :  people  were  not  taught 


[Book  III. 

to  see  that  we  were  at  war  because  the  French  go¬ 
vernment  was  such  as  to  preclude  peace.  The 
same  error  continued.  No  person  who  considered 
the  original  causes  of  the  war  could  look  without 
alarm  at  the  terms  of  this  peace :  the  country  was 
not  sufficiently  impressed  with  the  dangers  of  the 
peace,  because  it  had  never  been  sufficiently  alive 
to  the  character  of  the  war.  There  were  men, 
there  was  a  party,  in  England  who  had  unceasingly 
condemned  our  entering  into  hostilities  with  the 
French.  From  its  very  commencement  the  war 
had  been  carried  on  with  an  incessant  cry  for 
peace;  incessantly  was  the  justice  of  our  cause 
arraigned,  and  that  of  the  enemy  vindicated  ;  our 
most  splendid  victories  had  been  coldly  received, 
our  most  brilliant  successes  had  been  depreciated. 
If  the  war  was  neither  just  nor  necessary,  every 
shilling  spent  on  it  was  too  much  :  if  it  was  merely 
a  war  of  experiment,  it  had  cost  us  too  many  sacri¬ 
fices  ;  but,  if  it  was  a  w’ar  for  the  very  existence  of 
the  country,  then  our  exertions  had  been  too  little 
for  either  our  object  or  our  means.  He  repeated 
emphatically,  that  it  was  apparent  the  strength  of 
the  country  w’as  unimpaired  by  the  exertions  it 
had  made — that  the  country  had  not  grown  lean  by 
them.  Lord  hMlkstone,  wffio  seconded  Windham’s 
motion,  said  that  the  British  Hag  w'as  degraded 
and  disgraced  by  this  treaty,  as  far  as  any  treaty 
could  have  that  effect ;  that  it  was  a  treaty  built  on 
Jacobin  principles  and  confirming  Jacobin  power; 
that  we  had  abandoned  Portugal  to  spoliation,  and 
in  our  treatment  of  the  Prince  of  Orange  had 
added  insult  to  injury;  that  he  saw' nothing  left 
for  old  England  but  dishonour,  degradation,  and 
ruin.  Lord  Hawkesbury,  secretary  for  foreign 
affairs  (afterwards  Earl  of  Liverpool),  defended 
the  treaty,  not  only  as  expedient,  but  as  advanta¬ 
geous  and  honourable  to  the  country ;  and  con¬ 
cluded  a  very  long  speech  by  moving  a  counter¬ 
address  similar  to  that  which  had  been  moved  in 
the  Upper  House  by  Lord  Pelham,  the  substance 
being  to  assure  his  Majesty  that  the  House  were 
fully  sensible  that  he  had  wisely  consulted  the 
interests  of  his  people  in  forming  a  definitive 
treaty ;  that  they  relied  on  his  Majesty’s  known 
disposition  to  adhere  with  the  most  scrupulous 
fidelity  to  his  engagements,  but  that  they  enter¬ 
tained  a  perfect  confidence  that  he  would  be  always 
prepared  to  defend,  against  every  encroachment, 
the  great  sources  of  the  wealth,  commerce,  and 
naval  power  of  the  em])ire ;  and  that  they  were 
firmly  persuaded  his  Majesty’s  faithful  subjects 
would  be  always  ready  to  support  the  honour  of 
his  crown,  and  the  rights,  laws,  and  liberties  of 
their  country,  with  the  same  spirit  they  had  mani¬ 
fested  during  the  war  which  was  now  happily 
brought  to  a  conclusion.  Pitt,  who  apparently 
continued  to  live  in  close  friendship  with  Adding¬ 
ton,  his  early  friend  and  the  son  of  his  father’s 
friend,  hung  back  from  the  debate:  except  calling 
Windham  to  order,  and  holding  some  conversation 
with  Grey  and  Sheridan  merely  on  the  propriety 
of  adjourning,  he  did  or  said  nothing.  Hundas, 
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on  the  contrary,  declared  that  he  disapproved  of  a 
great  deal  of  the  treaty ;  that  he  had  always  consi¬ 
dered  the  acquisition  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  of 
the  utmost  importance;  that,  in  his  judgment,  the 
Cape  and  Ceylon  formed  the  two  great  bulwarks 
of  our  Indian  empire ;  and  that  he  would  have 
refused  his  assent  to  the  relinquishment  of  either 
of  those  places  if  he  had  continued  in  administra¬ 
tion.  With  regard  to  Malta  too,  he  considered  it, 
with  its  i)ort,  one  of  the  finest  in  the  world, 
an  island  of  the  greatest  importance.  It  was  not 
merely  for  commercial  purposes  that  he  should 
wish  to  see  the  British  Hag  flying  at  Malta ;  he 
wished  it  to  Hy  there  in  order  to  give  assurance  to 
all  the  surrounding  nations  of  the  protection  of 
British  arms  in  case  they  should  be  attacked. 
And,  when  to  these  considerations  he  added  the 
earnest  desire  of  the  Maltese  people  to  remain 
under  the  British  government,  he  must  confess  that 
the  surrender  of  the  island  gave  him  the  deepest 
concern.  Dundas,  how'ever,  concluded  with  saying 
that  he  could  by  no  means  adopt  Windham’s  ad¬ 
dress,  w'hich  appeared  to  be  pointed  against  the 
peace  itself,  and  that  he  would  vote  for  the  amend¬ 
ment.  At  four  o’clock  in  the  morning,  on  the 
motion  of  General  Gascoyne,  the  debate  was  ad¬ 
journed. 

On  the  14th  the  House  sat  again  till  near  four 
o’clock.  Pitt  was  even  more  silent  than  on  the 
preceding  day,  not,  indeed,  opening  his  lips  during 
the  whole  discussion.  Sheridan  was  “infinitely 
witty,  having  been  drinking  he  said  it  was 
natural  for  him  to  feel  pleasure  in  voting  in  a  ma¬ 
jority,  a  pleasure  to  which  he  had  long  been  a 
stranger ;  that  the  strangest  of  strange  things  was 
tlie  present  arrangement  of  parties  all  met  to  ap¬ 
prove  the  peace ;  that  he  had  expected  to  find  as 
friends  to  peace  only  those  who  had  constantly 
disapproved  of  the  war,  only  the  little  constitu¬ 
tional  circle  who  had  for  ten  years  been  held  up 
to  public  opprobrium,  but  whose  predictions  were 
fulfilled  and  whose  fears  had  been  realized.  The 
discussion  of  this  necessary  though  disgraceful 
treaty  of  peace  furnished  the  best  defence  of  the 
language  and  conduct  of  his  friends  during  the 
whole  course  of  the  war.  For  his  part  he  would 
support  the  peace  because  he  was  convinced  that 
the  present  ministers  could  obtain  none  better, 
their  predecessors  having  left  them  to  choose  be¬ 
tween  an  expensive,  bloody,  fruitless  war,  and  a 
hollow,  perilous  peace.  The  best  of  his  wit  was 
let  fly  at  Pitt’s  subordinates  who  remained  in 
office  when  their  chief  resigned.  Why  had  not 
the  whole  family  moved  together?  Was  there  but 
one  covered  waggon  to  carry  away  friends  and 
goods?  There  was  a  Greek  fable  of  a  man  who 
sat  so  long  on  his  seat  (as  long,  perhaps,  as  the 
ex-minister  had  done  on  the  treasury-bench),  that 
he  grew  to  it ;  and  when  Hercules  pulled  him  off, 
the  sitting  part  of  the  man  was  all  left  behind  him! 
Of  the  ex-minister  he  said,  none  more  admired  his 


splendid  talents  than  he  did.  If  ever  man  was 
formed  to  give  lustre  to  his  country,  he  was  that 
man.  He  had  no  low,  little,  mean,  petty  vices  ; 
he  had  too  much  good  sense,  taste,  and  talent  to 
set  his  mind  upon  ribands,  stars,  and  titles ;  he 
was  not  of  a  nature  to  be  the  tool  or  creature  of 
any  court  (Pitt  acknowledged  these  compliments 
by  bowing  repeatedly)  :  but  great  as  were  his 
talents,  he  had  misapplied  them  in  the  politics  of 
the  country;  he  had  augmented  our  national  debt, 
and  diminished  our  population  ;  he  had  done  more 
to  abridge  our  privileges,  to  strengthen  the  crown  at 
the  expense  of  the  constitution,  than  any  minister 
he  could  mention.  In  conclusion  Sheridan  moved 
an  address  which  was  the  counter-part  of  that 
which  Lord  Holland  had  moved  in  the  Upper 
House.  Fox  took  no  part  either  in  this  or  in  the 
preceding  debate,  but  Grey,  Whitbread,  and  others 
of  his  party  gave  an  unqualified  support  to  the 
treaty,  coupled  with  a  disapprobation  of  the  whole 
war  as  unjust  in  its  origin,  disgraceful  in  its  con¬ 
duct,  and  calamitous  in  its  termination.  Upon  a 
division  Windham’s  proposed  address  was  rejected 
by  216  against  20.  Sheridan’s  amendment  was 
negatived  without  a  division,  and  Lord  Hawkes- 
bury’s  address  was  then  put  and  carried.  The 
long  discussions  had  not  tended  to  reconcile  the 
country  to  the  treaty,  or  to  encourage  the  hope  that 
tlie  peace  would  be  durable.  It  was,  however, 
deemed  both  just  and  expedient  to  give  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  Bonaparte  a  trial  ;  and  with  this  convic¬ 
tion  many  members  of  both  Houses  had  voted  in 
favour  of  the  treaty,  and  had  deprecated  all  severe 
strictures  on  the  character  and  intentions  of  the 
First  Consul.  But  this  system  was  only  partially 
followed  by  the  public  press ;  in  some  of  the  news¬ 
papers,  and  in  many  pamphlets,  criticisms  and 
censures  continued  to  appear  very  distasteful  and 
irritating  to  Bonaparte,  who  was  in  the  habit  of 
having  all  these  things  regularly  translated,  and 
read  to  him  in  private. 

The  remaining  business  of  the  session  need  not 
detain  us  long.  As  early  as  the  10th  of  February 
there  was  a  new  election  of  a  speaker.  Sir  John 
Mitford  having  accepted  the  office  of  Lord  Chan¬ 
cellor  of  Ireland.  The  choice  fell  upon  the  Right 
Honourable  Charles  Abbot,  then  chief  secretary  for 
Ireland.  On  the  llth  of  February  Mr.  Adding¬ 
ton  moved  the  appointment  of  a  select  committee 
to  examine  into  the  civil  list,  which  had  again 
fallen  into  arrears,  and  concerning  which  a  message 
from  his  majesty  had  been  presented  to  the  House 
two  days  before.  Mr.  Manners  Sutton,  solicitor- 
general  to  the  Prince  of  Wales,  immediately  rose, 
and  called  the  attention  of  the  House  to  that  old 
vexed  question — the  arrears  said  to  he  due  to  his 
royal  highness,  which  the  king  had  received  and 
appropriated  during  his  minority,  and  which  the 
honourable  member  maintained  to  be  the  un¬ 
doubted  and  inalienable  right  of  the  prince.  Mr. 
Manners  Sutton  said  that  he  had  been  ordered  by 
his  royal  highness  to  apply  to  the  House;  that 
it  was  pretty  generally  known  that  the  duchy  of 
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Cornwall  belonged  to  the  crown  only  till  the  birth 
of  the  Prince  of  AFales,  and  that  it  was  then  sepa¬ 
rated  from  it  and  instantly  vested  in  the  heir  appa¬ 
rent  ;  that  the  infant  prince  was  on  his  birth  Duke 
of  Cornwall,  and  entitled  to  the  revenues  of  the 
duchy ;  that  these  revenues  were  generally  allowed 
to  accumulate  during  his  minority,  and  afforded  a 
fund  from  which  his  establishment  might  be 
formed  upon  his  coming  of  age.  But  in  the  pre¬ 
sent  instance  these  revenues  had  not  been  secured 
for  the  benefit  of  the  prince,  but  had  been  applied  by 
the  king  to  the  uses  of  the  civil  list,  for  which,  had 
it  not  been  for  this  appropriation,  other  resources 
must  have  been  found  by  parliament.  Some 
might  imagine  that  this  was  a  question  between  his 
majesty  and  the  Prince  of  Wales  ;  but  on  the  con¬ 
trary  it  was  a  question  between  the  Prince  of  Wales 
and  the  people  : — his  royal  highness’s  claim  was 
upon  the  parliament  and  the  public,  and  it  was  a 
claim  of  right,  for  the  public  had  benefited  by  the 
revenues  to  which  he  was  entitled.  He  quoted 
high  legal  authority,  and  particularly  named 
Mr.  Mansfield,  late  chief  justice  of  the  Common 
Pleas,  Avho  had  declared  himself  to  be  most  posi¬ 
tively  convinced  that  the  revenues  of  the  duchy 
were,  from  the  day  of  his  birth,  the  property  of  the 
Prince  of  Wales,  and  who  had  earnestly  advised 
his  royal  highness  to  pursue  the  means  of  recover¬ 
ing  them  which  the  law  put  into  his  hands.  [The 
prince,  in  fact,  had  made  this  attempt :  a  petition 
of  right  in  his  behalf  had  now  been  lying  six  years 
in  the  Court  of  Chancery  without  a  hearing;  and 
Lord  Loughborough,  the  present  chancellor,  had 
repeatedly  refused  to  allow  the  ordinary  proceed¬ 
ings.]  Mr.  Manners  Sutton  declared,  that,  know¬ 
ing,  as  he  did,  the  genuine  and  unaffected  senti¬ 
ments  of  the  prince,  he  could  take  upon  him  to 
say  that,  were  the  case  otherwise,  he  would  undergo 
any  inconvenience  and  suffer  any  affliction  rather 
than  set  up  a  claim  against  his  royal  father.  The 
])ublic  had  derived  the  benefit  of  the  revenues 
during  the  minority  of  the  prince;  and  therefore 
the  account  at  present  stood  between  the  prince 
and  the  public,  the  former  being,  to  a  considerable 
amount,  the  creditor  of  the  latter.  lie  stated,  that 
from  1162,  the  year  of  the  prince’s  birth,  to  1183, 
when  he  attained  his  majority,  the  arrears  witli 
interest  amounted  to  900,000/.,  and  that,  221,000/. 
liaving  been  voted  by  parliament  at  different  times 
for  the  use  of  his  royal  highness,  there  remained 
due  to  him  a  clear  balance  of  619,000/.  No 
attempt  was  made  to  conceal  the  fact,  otherwise 
notorious,  that  the  prince  was  again  deeply  in 
debt,  and  beset  by  impatient  creditors,  and  that 
this  embarrassment  rendered  him  eager  to  make 
the  public  a  debtor  to  this  large  amount.  His 
friends  in  the  House  seem  to  have  thought  that 
this  was  a  very  eligilile  mode  of  relieving  him; 
and  Fox,  though  his  influence  with  the  prince  was 
less  than  it  had  lieen,  rose  as  soon  as  Mr.  Manners 
Sutton  had  finished,  and,  agreeing  with  his  learned 
friend  in  almost  every  word  which  had  fallen  from 
him,  said  he  sincerely  hoped  that  the  House  would 


[Book  III. 

immediately  take  up  the  business.  It  was  readily 
agreed  that  a  committee  should  be  appointed  to 
take  the  prince’s  claims  into  consideration.  On 
the  29th  of  March,  the  subject  of  the  debt  on  the 
civil  list  was  brought  before  both  Houses.  Strong 
objections  were  taken  to  several  items,  and  parti¬ 
cularly  to  what  w'ere  termed  “  occasional  pay¬ 
ments,”  and  “  secret-service  money ;”  but,  in  the 
end  an  address  was  carried  in  each  House,  express¬ 
ing  to  his  Majesty  their  readiness  to  grant  the 
desired  relief  for  clearing  off  the  debts  on  the 
civil  list.  On  the  following  day  the  Commons 
voted  for  this  object  990,052/.  On  the  31st,  Mr. 
Manners  Sutton  moved  for  a  select  committee  to 
inquire  into  the  application  of  the  revenues  of 
Cornwall  during  the  minority  of  the  prince ;  as 
also  respecting  the  several  sums  which  had  been 
voted  by  parliament  for  the  discharge  of  his  debts. 
Sir  Ralph  Milbank  seconded  the  motion,  and  ex¬ 
pressed  the  firmest  conviction  of  the  justice  of  the 
prince’s  claims.  The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
argued  that,  even  were  the  prince’s  right  admitted 
in  its  fullest  extent,  it  by  no  means  followed  that 
the  expenses  of  his  maintenance  and  education 
should  not  be  defrayed  out  of  that  fund,  instead  of 
being  thrown  upon  the  civil  list.  He  could  by  no 
means  believe  that  it  was  the  intention  of  Edward 
III.,  wdio  first  made  this  grant  to  his  young  son, 
the  Black  Prince,  that  the  whole  revenue  of  the 
duchy  was  to  be  left  to  accumulate  for  the  prince, 
and  yet  that  all  the  expense  of  his  maintenance 
was  to  be  defrayed  by  himself.  He  knew  that 
some  of  the  highest  legal  authorities  had  held 
opinions  adverse  to  the  claims  of  the  prince.  For 
himself,  he  did  not  mean  to  give  any  decided 
opinion  upon  the  question.  He  thought  it  would 
be  sufficient  to  state  that  it  was  a  doubtful  question 
of  law,  for  that  this  would  convince  the  Ilouse  it 
was  not  their  province  to  determine  it.  His  great 
objection  to  the  present  motion  w'as,  that  its  object 
W'as,  first  to  decide  the  legal  right,  which  he 
thought  the  House  could  not  do,  and  afterwards  to 
order  and  examine  an  account  and  balance.  As 
he  could  not  approve  of  the  motion,  and  yet  did 
not  wish  absolutely  to  oppose  it,  he  concluded  by 
moving  the  order  of  the  day.  Fox  again  stood 
forward  to  support  the  prince’s  claim,  and  to  insist 
that  he  had  a  right  to  be  maintained  and  educated 
by  his  father  out  of  the  civil  list,  and  that  the  same 
full  account  ought  to  be  given  of  the  revenues  of 
Cornwall  as  had  been  given  to  the  Duke  of  York, 
on  his  coming  of  age,  of  the  revenues  of  the  bishop¬ 
ric  of  Osnaburg,  in  his  majesty’s  continental  do¬ 
minions.  Erskine,  speaking  as  a  lawyer,  said  that 
there  was  no  legal  doubt  in  the  matter ;  that  it 
would  be  a  very  ungracious  thing  to  have  a  litiga¬ 
tion  in  chancery  between  the  king  and  the  prince; 
that  he  could  not  conceive  that  a  committee  of  the 
House,  with  the  proper  documents  laid  before 
them,  could  possibly  entertain  a  doubt  upon  the 
subject;  that,  however  small  the  balance  might 
turn  out  to  be  in  favour  of  his  royal  highness,  it 
would  still  afford  him  the  pleasure  of  showing  the 
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public  that  he  had  uot  been  a  burthen  to  the 
country.  Tierney,  after  re-affirming  that  the  ques¬ 
tion  was  between  the  prince  and  the  public,  that 
the  king  had  nothing  at  all  to  do  with  it,  and  that 
his  name  ought  not  to  have  been  mentioned  in  it, 
said  that  it  would  be  a  most  ungracious  thing  for 
the  public,  by  their  representatives,  to  tell  the 
prince — “  We  will  not  examine  whether  we  ow'e 
you  money  or  not ;  you  may  try  it  at  law,  and 
then  see  whether  you  can  find  any  redress.”  She¬ 
ridan  was  equally  warm.  He  said  that,  if  his  royal 
highness  should  even  succeed  at  law  and  obtain  a 
verdict  against  his  majesty,  it  was  to  parliament 
he  must  afterwards  come  fur  the  payment  of  the 
money;  that  the  prince,  conceiving  himself  in 
honour  bound  to  satisfy  his  creditors  in  full,  and 
also  conceiving  his  claim  upon  the  public  to  be  a 
just  one,  eagerly  wished  to  be  enabled  to  discharge 
his  debts  completely.  Other  members  of  the  same 
party  supported  the  claim  of  right,  which  was  fur¬ 
ther  opposed  by  Lord  Hawkesbury  and  the  law 
officers  of  the  crown.  Upon  a  division  Adding¬ 
ton’s  motion  for  the  order  of  the  day  was  carried, 
but  by  an  unusually  small  majority,  the  numbers 
being  only  160  against  103.  In  the  course  of  the 
debate  the  attorney-general,  Spencer  Perceval,  said 
that,  if  the  Prince  of  Wales  was  placed  in  circum¬ 
stances  in  which  he  could  not  maintain  the  dignity 
of  his  rank,  the  House,  no  doubt,  w'ould  willingly 
listen  to  an  application  for  relief. 

A  few  weeks  after  these  debates  and  the  granting 
of  the  990,052/.  the  House  was  informed  by  a 
royal  message  that  his  majesty  was  anxious  to 
make  a  provision  for  their  royal  highnesses  the 
Dukes  of  Sussex  and  Cambridge;  and  the  House 
voted  12,000/.  per  annum  for  each  of  those  princes. 
In  order  that  we  may  not  have  to  return  to  a  not 
very  palatable  subject  at  a  moment  w’hen  other 
matters  become  both  complicated  and  interesting, 
we  may  mention  here  that  the  Prince  of  Wales’s 
embarrassments  were  taken  into  consideration  by 
a  new  parliament  soon  after  the  Christmas  recess 
of  1802.  The  subject  being  recommended  to  the 
attention  of  the  Commons  by  a  message  from  the 
king,  Addington  moved  a  proposition  for  granting 
to  his  royal  highness,  towards  providing  for  his 
better  support  and  dignity,  the  annual  sum,  out  of 
the  consolidated  fund,  of  60,000/.,  for  three  years 
and  a  half,  commencing  from  the  5th  of  January, 
1803,  and  ending  the  5th  of  July,  1806.  Mr. 
Manners  Sutton  now  stated  that,  “  in  order  to  pre¬ 
serve  the  harmony  which  should  alw’ays  subsist 
between  him  and  his  royal  father,”  the  Prince  of 
Wales  had  abandoned  his  claim  of  right  on  the 
revenues  of  the  duchy  of  Cornwall.  Colonel 
Stanley  asked  whether  the  king’s  message  and  the 
prince’s  abandonment  of  his  claim  were  not  the 
result  of  a  compromise.  Both  the  minister  and 
the  prince’s  solicitor  denied  that  this  was  the  case  ; 
but  Sheridan  broadly  contradicted  them,  and  little 
doubt  was  entertained  of  there  having  been  a  com¬ 
promise,  either  tacit  or  express.  The  House 
unanimously  voted  the  money  which  Addington 


asked  for.*  Those  who  conceived  that  this  grant 
would  make  an  end  of  the  matter  were  soon 
awakened  from  their  delusion.  On  the  28th  of 
February,  1803,  only  a 'week  before  the  king 
acquainted  parliament  that  a  renewal  of  war 
was  inevitable,  a  message  was  delivered  to  the 
House  by  Mr.  Tyrwhitt,  his  royal  highness’s 
keeper  of  the  privy  seal  and  private  secretary, 
stating  that  the  prince  had  felt  the  liveliest 
sense  of  affection  and  gratitude  at  the  kind 
solicitude  expressed  by  his  majesty  for  the  si¬ 
tuation  of  his  affairs,  and  at  his  majesty’s 
liberal  recommendation  thereof  to  the  consider¬ 
ation  of  parliament ;  that  he  felt  it  incumbent 
to  express  also  the  deep  sense  of  gratitude  which 
he  entertained  of  the  liberal  and  generous  con¬ 
duct  of  the  House  of  Commons  towards  him, 
&c. ;  but  that,  notwithstanding  this  generosity,  he 
felt  himself  bound  to  declare  that  he  was  still  ex¬ 
posed  to  debts  for  which  no  jirovision  had  been 
made,  but  which  he  felt  himself  bound  in  honour 
to  discharge ;  and  that  therefore,  notwithstanding 
the  recent  grant  and  the  kind  solicitude  expressed 
by  the  House  for  the  speedy  resumption  of  his 
state  and  dignity,  yet  he  knew  but  too  well  from 
dear-bought  experience  that  it  w'ould  be  imprac¬ 
ticable  to  make  such  resumption  without  the  risk 
of  being  involved  in  fresh  embarrassments.  The 
simple  facts  were  that,  though  many  of  the  old 
debts  had  been  paid  off,  many  new  debts  had  been 
contracted,  and  that  the  60,000/.  per  annum  for 
three  years  would  not  free  him  from  these  new 
debts.  Mr.  Calcral’t,  who  afterwards  obtained 
very  profitable  places  under  government,  imme¬ 
diately  rose  to  give  notice  of  his  intention  to  bring 
forward  at  an  early  day  a  motion  on  the  subject 'of 
the  Prince  of  Wales’s  affairs;  and  on  the  4th  of 
March,  prefacing  his  motion  with  the  declaration 
that  he  had  never  had  any  communication  on  the 
subject  with  the  illustrious  personage,  or  with  any 
other  person,  save  one,  and  that  he  was  acting 
without  concert  or  authority  and  merely  as  an  in¬ 
dividual  member  of  the  House,  Calcraft  moved 
that  a  select  committee  should  be  appointed  “  to 
inquire  into  the  embarrassments  of  the  Prince  of 
Wales,  and  into  the  most  effectual  means  of  re¬ 
lieving  them  as  soon  as  possible,  in  order  to  enable 
his  royal  highness  to  resume  the  splendour  and 
dignity  attached  to  his  exalted  station.”  Fox, 
Sheridan,  Tierney,  and  the  rest  of  that  party,  sup- 
])orted  the  motion  with  much  earnestness.  Erskine 
said  he  was  desirous  of  removing  all  idea  that  the 
prince  himself  had  any  concern  or  interest  in  the 
present  motion ;  and  he  assured  the  House  that  he 
had  no  other  anxiety  on  his  own  mind  than  an 
anxious  desire  that  the  public  should  not  suppose 

*  Fox  spoke  with  much  warmth  in  favour  of  the  grant.  lie  s.aid 
the  wisdom  and  liberality  of  parliament  ought  to  relieve  the  prince 
from  his  difficulties  and  prevent  their  recurrence.  From  what  they 
had  lately  witnessed  they  should  be  induced  to  forget  the  past.  It 
was  evident  that  his  royal  highness  had  of  late  redeemed  his  character 
by  the  most  prudential  regartl  to  pecuniary  allairs,  and  by  a  system  of 
economy  which  it  was  scarcely  natural  to  expect  in  such  a  situation. 
The  House  should  no  longer  hesitate  in  hastening  the  motianit  when 
his  royjd  highnes,  might  Ije  restored  to  a  state  of  splendour  and  mag* 
uiliceuce,  ike. 
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tliat  the  prince  liail  received  tlie  bounty  of  tlie 
House  and  not  acted  according  to  its  intentions  in 
granting  it,  by  immediately  resuming  the  dignity 
and  splendour  the  restoration  of  which  was  the 
immediate,  intention  of  the  grant.  Ministers,  with 
C(pial  energy,  opposed  the  motion,  which  was  ne¬ 
gatived  on  a  division,  but  only  by  184  against  139. 
After  this  the  friends  of  the  I’rince  of  Wales  let  it 
be  understood  that,  as  the  country  was  likely  to  be 
again  involved  in  an  expensive  war,  his  royal  high¬ 
ness  would  not  seek  to  add  to  the  jniblic  burthens 
by  demanding  more  money  to  pay  his  debts. 

The  income-tax,  which  had  not  been  borne 
without  considerable  murmuring,  had  all  along 
been  considered  as  a  M  ar-tax  that  was  to  cease  on 
the  iTturn  of  peace.  On  the  18th  of  March  there 
M-as  a  great  meeting  of  the  Livery  of  London  to 
take  into  consideration  the  propriety  of  iietitioning 
for  the  repeal  of  the  tax.  The  proposition  was 
carried  unanimously  and  a  scries  of  resolutions 
M'as  ])assed  enumerating  the  serious  evils  attending 
the  tax,  its  mischievous  operation  upon  the  trading 
])ait  of  the.  community,  and  its  jialpable  injustice 
in  making  no  distinction  betM'een  lluctuating  and 
uncertain  incomes  derivable  from  trade,  profes¬ 
sions,  &c.,  and  fixed  and  certain  incomes  derivable 
from  estates  and  from  funded  ]>ropcrtv.  The  re¬ 
solutions  atlirmed  that  the  mode  of  collecting  and 
returning  the  tax  M’as  hostile  to  the  liberties  and  to 
the  morals  of  the  people — to  their  liberties  because 
it  established  an  inquisition  into  their  private  af¬ 
fairs,  and  to  their  morals  because  it  tempted  them 
to  make  false  returns, — and  that  no  modification 
could  render  it  equitable,  just,  or  cflicient.  A  pe¬ 
tition  Mas  (IraMii  up  and  presented  to  jiarliament 
by  one  of  the  representatives  for  the  city,  mIio 
supported  the  ]irayer  to  get  rid  at  once  of  a  tax 
so  oppressive  and  inquisitorial.  On  the  .'ith  of 
April,  M-he.n  Addington  brought  forM-ard  his  budget 
(or  the  year,  he  announced  the  intention  of  govern¬ 
ment  to  abolish  the  income-tax  and  fund  the 
!j(),00(h000/.  Mith  the  payment  of  M-liich  it  M’as 
charged.  The  ]irinciple  seemed  to  be  admitted 
that  it  M-as  strictly  a  Mar-tax  ;  and  the  reader  Mill 
recollect  that  it  Mas  only  on  the  29th  of  March,  or 
a  Meek  before  this  announcement  of  repeal  by  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  that  ncM's  Mas  received 
in  London  of  the  definitive  treaty  of  peace  having 
been  signed,  'fhe  resolutions  upon  the  budget 
Mere  agreed  to  Mithout  a  division,  and  M’ith  many 
compliments  and  (elicitations  on  the  rejieal  of  the 
income-tax.  The  total  sum  to  be  funded  (including 
a  lUMv  loan  ol  25,990,000/.)  amounted  nearly  to 
98,000,000/.,  the  interest  upon  which  Mas  to  be 
proviileil  tor  by  neM-  taxes  ot  a  less  objectionable 
nature  and  by  some  increase  in  certain  existing 
taxes. 

A  new  militi.i-act,  having  fiir  its  object  the  con¬ 
solidation  ol  the  various  militia-hiMs  already  ex¬ 
isting,  and  an  augmentation  of  the  force  to  be 
kejit  up  during  tiie  peace,  M-as  introduced  by 
ministers.  'I'liey  assured  jiarliament  that  they  sin¬ 
cerely  hoped  that  the  same  spirit  of  conciliation 
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M-hich  had  induced  France  to  conclude  the  peace 
M-ould  also  incline  her  to  jireserve  it ;  but  that  it 
was  notorious,  from  the  changes  which  the  late 
M-ar  had  made  in  the  relative  situation  of  the 
poM'ers  of  the  Continent,  that  more  than  our  an¬ 
cient  jieace  establishment  was  uom’  requisite.  The 
immense  increase  of  the  poM-er  of  France,  and  the 
extent  of  her  present  sea-coasts,  including  Belgium 
and  virtually  including  Holland  also,  required 
much  more  extensive  jireparation  for  defence  on 
our  side  than  xvas  formerly  necessary.  The  con¬ 
stitution  of  this  country  did  not  warrant  a  large 
military  force  in  time  of  peace :  the  peojile  na¬ 
turally  looked  to  a  great  standing  army  with  jea¬ 
lousy  ;  and  the  militia  had  always  been  considered 
the  most  constitutional  defence  of  the  country. 
Therefore  government  projiosed  that  the  militia 
should  permanently  remain  60,000  strong.  But  of 
this  number  only  40,000  M-ould  be  called  out  in  the 
first  instance,  the  king  having  the  pow  er  of  calling 
out  the  other  20,000  as  he  should  judge  necessary. 
No  attempt  was  made  to  prove  that  our  security 
did  not  demand  a  numerous  force  to  be  kejit 
constantly  on  foot ;  but  several  objections  were 
taken  to  the  inequality  of  the  burthen,  which  fell 
principally  on  the  poor,  many  of  the  rich  being 
entirely  exemjit  from  it,  and  all  of  them  being  able 
to  exempt  themselves  at  the  expense  of  jraying  for 
a  substitute.  To  the  rich  this  expense  was  a  mere 
tritle ;  but  tbe  poor  man  w  as  obliged  to  serve,  and 
was  thus,  but  too  often,  under  the  necessity  of 
leaving  his  familv  to  be  supjjorted  out  of  the  poor- 
rates.  The  richest  peer  paid  no  more  to  raise  the 
militia  than  the  poorest  farmer  on  his  estate,  the 
most  wealthy  merchant  no  more  than  the  porter 
who  carried  out  parcels  from  his  door.  The  mi¬ 
litia  system  acted  as  the  heaviest  annual  tax  on  the 
poorer  classes,  who  were  obliged  to  forsake  their 
callings  and  their  families.  These  arguments  were 
urged  by  Lords  Fitzwilliam,  Caernarvon,  Romney, 
and  others;  but  the  bill  was  carried  through  both 
Houses  with  little  difficulty  and  without  any 
amendment. 

On  the  2Sth  of  June  parliament  w-as  prorogued 
by  the  king  in  person,  who  congratulated  the 
country  on  the  peace  and  prosperity  it  w  as  enjoy¬ 
ing.  On  the  next  day  the  parliament  was  dis¬ 
solved  by  jtroclamation,  and  writs  w-ere  issued  for 
a  new’  one. 

English  travellers,  who  had  been  so  long  excluded 
from  the  Continent,  w-ere  now  rushing  in  shoals  to 
France  and  Italy.  At  the  beginning  of  June  there 
M-cre  said  to  be  6000  British  subjects  in  Paris 
alone,  and  the  number  increased  rapidly  in  the 
course  of  the  summer  and  autumn.  Among  those 
M-ho  hastened  to  the  French  ca])ital  and  to  attend 
the  levees  of  the  First  Consul  after  the  rising  of 
Jiarliament,  were  IMr.  Fox  and  his  nephew  Lord 
Holland,  Mr.  (afterwards  Lord)  Erskine,  Lord  St. 
John,  General  Fitzjiatrick,  and  other  members  of 
both  Houses,  mostly  of  the  opposition  jiarty. 
Apjiarently  with  but  few-  exceptions  these  indivi¬ 
duals,  though  they  could  not  venture  as  English- 
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men  openly  to  approve  of  the  incarnate  despotism 
which  Bonaparte  had  established,  complacently 
resigned  themselves  to  wonder  and  admiration  at  all 
that  the  great  man  had  done  and  was  doing,  and  to 
a  most  delusive  hope  not  merely  of  the  durability 
of  the  peace,  but  of  the  possibility  of  a  close  union 
and  alliance  between  Napoleon  Bonaparte,  who 
was  now  taking  his  place  among  the  hereditary 
sovereigns  of  Europe,  and  George  III.  Fox,  who 
had  begun  that  historical  work  which  he  did  not 
live  to  finish,  and  who  wished  to  make  researches 
in  the  archives  of  the  office  of  foreign  affairs  and 
in  other  French  repositories  of  state  papers  for  the 
correspondence  and  intrigues  of  Louis  XIV.  and 
his  ministers  with  our  unhappy  James  II.,  was 
received  by  Bonaparte  as  a  friend,  was  applauded 
for  the  efforts  he  had  made  to  put  an  end  to  the 
war,  and  was  promptly  gratified  in  his  wishes.^ 
The  First  Consul  had  the  indelicacy  to  converse 
with  Fox  about  his  great  political  rival,  and  to 
accuse  Pitt  of  having  originated  or  encouraged  the 
])lot  of  the  infernal  machine  and  other  plans  to 
assassinate  him  in  Paris.  He  said,  or  the  com¬ 
panions  of  his  exile  at  St.  Helena  said  for  him, 
many  years  after  this  visit,  that  Fox  warmly  and 
generously  combated  this  proposition,  always 
finishing  by  saying,  “  First  Consul,  get  that  notion 
out  of  your  head but  that  Fox  was  certainly  not 
convinced  of  the  goodness  of  his  cause,  leaving  it 
to  be  believed  that  he  fought  rather  to  defend  the 
honour  of  his  country  than  to  defend  the  honour 
of  his  country’s  ministers.  The  character  of 
Fox  would  be  everlastingly  blighted  if  by  his  tone 
or  manner  he  really  left  any  such  impression, 

*  According  to  one  who  accompanied  the  eloquent  leader  of  oppo¬ 
sition,  llonapcuTe  was  a  good  deal  llurvied  when  the  Knglish  ambas¬ 
sador  presented  Fox  to  him  at  a  levee  in  the  Tuileries,  and,  after 
betiaying  considerable  emotion,  said,  very  rapidly,  Ah!  Mr.  Fox  ! 
— I  have  heard  with  pleasnre  of  your  arrival — I  have  desired  much  to 
see  you — I  have  long  admired  in  you  the  orator  and  friend  ol  his 
country,  who,  in  constantly  raising  his  voice  for  peace,  consulted  that 
country’s  best  interest— those  of  Europe — and  of  the  human  race. 
The  two  great  nations  of  Europe  require  peace  !  They  have  nothing 
to  fear  : — they  ouftht  to  understand  and  value  one  another.  In  you, 
^Ir.  Fox,  I  see  with  much  satisfaction  that  great  statesman  who  recom¬ 
mended  peace,  because  there  was  no  just  object  of  war;  who  saw 
Europe  desolated  to  no  purpose,  and  who  struggled  for  its  relief!” — 
Memoirs  of  the  lattei'  years  of  the  Rt.  Hon.  Charles  James  Fox^  hy  John 
Bernard  Trotter,  Esq.,  late  private  secretary  to  Mr.  Fox. 

.Tudging  from  his  book,  this  private  secretary  was  a  very  vapouring 
silly  person,  altogether  inadequate  to  the  task  he  undertook,  of  de¬ 
scribing  one  who,  \Nith  every  deduction,  must  be  admitted  to  have 
been  a  great  anti  highly  accomplished  man.  Bonaparte  himself  after¬ 
wards  left  iipon  record  the  most  favourable  opinions  of  Fox.  “  Fox,” 
he  said,  “  was  n.  model  for  statesmen,  and  his  school,  sooner  or  later, 
must  govern  the  world.  His  death  was  one  of  the  fatalities  of  my 
career.  If  he  hatl  continued  to  live,  afl'airs  would  have  taken  quite  a 
different  turn ;  the  cavse  of  the  people  would  have  cAtrried  the  day,  and 

we  would  have  Jixed  a  new  order  of  things  in  Europe .  Fox 

came  into  France  immediately  after  the  treaty  of  Amiens.  lie  was 
writing  a  history  of  the  IStuarts,  and  asked  my  permission  to  examine 
our  diplomatic  archives.  I  ordered  everything  to  be  laid  open  to  him. 
I  received  his  visits  frequently:  the  fame  of  his  talenis  had  preceded 
him  ;  and  I  soon  recognised  in  him  a  noble  soul,  a  good  heart,  \iews 
exleusive,  generous,  liberal,  an  ornament  to  human  nature  :  I  loved 
liim.  We  often  gossipped  together,  without  any  prejudices,  upon  a 


multitude  of  subjects .  Fox  was  sincere,  upright,  and 

clear  sighted . He  was  received  in  triumph  in  all  the  towns 


in  France  through  which  he  passed.  Fetes  were  spontaneously  of¬ 
fered  to  him,  and  the  greatest  honours  were  rendered  to  him  in  every 
place  where  his  person  wa.s  recognised.  He  must  have  been  truly 
flattered  by  such  a  reception,  which  was  so  mucli  the  more  honour* 
able  to  him  as  it  took  place  in  a  country  which  had  long  been  the 
enemy  of  his  own,  and  as  he  owed  it  only  to  the  high  esteem  which 
the  French  people  entertained  for  his  noble  character.  It  is  probable 
that  if  Pitt  had  come  inw  France,  instead  of  Fox,  he  would  have  been  as- 
sassinated.  I  loved  Fox,  and  liked  much  to  converse  with  him.”— 6T. 
Helena  Memoirs,  hy  Las  CaesSo\ 


or  failed  to  treat  the  feigned  suspicion  of  Bona¬ 
parte  (for  it  never  was  a  real  suspicion)  as  a  mon¬ 
strous  absurdity,  or  as  the  grossest  injustice  to  the 
character  and  morality  of  his  illustrious  opponent, 
Pitt.  But  Bonaparte  was  distinguished  by  every¬ 
thing  rather  than  by  an  adherence  to  truth ;  the 
reporters  of  bis  conversations  and  opinions  not 
merely  accepted  bis  facts  without  examination,  but 
over-coloured  them  and  invented  facts  of  their 
own ;  nor  is  there  a  single  page  in  any  of  the 
‘  St.  Flelena  Memoirs  ’  that  is  entitled  to  implicit 
credit.  We  believe  that  Fox  was  indignant  at  the 
imputation  of  the  ministers  of  his  country  (if  not 
his  king)  being  murderers  and  assassins,  or  men 
capable  of  hiring  assassins;  yet  this  indignation  did 
not,  apparently,  interfere  either  with  his  some¬ 
what  boyish  admiration  of  the  First  Consul  or  with 
his  friendly  intercourse  with  those  Frenchmen  who 
publicly  held,  or  pretended  to  hold,  the  damning 
lie  as  an  indisputable  truth.*  During  his  slay  at 
Paris  he  and  his  friends  accepted  an  invitation  to 
dinner  from  the  Cabarus,  or  Madame  Fontenay,  or 
Madame  Tallien,  who  had  separated  herself  from 
the  last  of  her  two  living  husbands  and  was  leading 
the  life  of  a  Thais  or  an  Aspasia — so  free  a  life 
that  she  was  rather  in  disgrace  at  the  consul’s 
court,  where  morality,  or  at  least  decorum,  was 
beginning  to  he  attended  to.  The  dinner  was 
elegant  and  sumptuous,  the  company  numerous :  it 
was  in  fact  a  sort  of  public  dinner.  Perhaps  it  was 
not  very  decorous  in  a  statesman  who  had  num¬ 
bered  fifty-three  years,  who  aspired  to  be,  and  who 
soon  was,  prime  minister  of  England,  to  go  to  such 
an  entertainment  in  such  a  house ;  but  there  were 
other  circumstances  which  made  the  dinner  notice¬ 
able  :  Fox  and  his  friends  sat  down  to  that  table 
of  the  Cabarus  with  Mr.  Arthur  O’Connor,  a 
proved  traitor  to  his  king,  who  was  now  looking 
for  honour  or  promotion  in  the  French  army,  and, 
together  with  a  swarm  of  other  Irish  exiles  or  fugi¬ 
tives,  was  encouraging  the  First  Consul  to  try  his 
fortune  in  Ireland  as  soon  as  he  should  find  it  con¬ 
venient  to  burst  this  bubble  of  a  peace.  Erskine, 
it  is  said,  was  extremely  uneasy  “  lest  evil  report 
should  misrepresent  this  matter  in  England ;  but 
Mr.  Fox,  ever  magnanimous,  treated  it  as  an  un¬ 
avoidable  though  unlucky  circumstance,”  speaking 
to  Mr.  O’Connor  “  as  usual,”  and  losing  “  none  of 
the  enjoyment  of  the  evening  from  an  event  Avhich, 
being  trivial,  must  he  forgotten  when  malignity 
was  fatigued  with  recountingitP\  But  the  event 
did  not  seem  so  trivial  to  less  partial  observers, 
and  even  without  malignity  there  were  many  in 

*  According  to  his  private  secretary  and  travelling  companion,  the 
First  Consul  manifested  to  Fox  his  irritation  “  against  a  p.art  of  Mr. 
Pitt's  ministry,  as  having  instigated  and  been  privy  to  plots  against  his 
life,  particularly  that  of  the  Infernal  Machine,  and  actually  named  one 
individual  whom  he  reproached  with  having  aided  it — Mr.W  indham  !” 
This  differs  from  the  French  memoir-writers,  to  whom  Pitt  was  ever 
the  bete  mire.  But  if  the  high-minded,  chivalrous  Windham  was 
really  the  partv  principally  calumniated  (whicli  we  doubt),  it  doubly 
behoved  Fox,  who  bad  been  for  many  years  the  associate  and  friend 
of  Windham,  to  resent  the  foul  accus;ition.  His  secretary  says, 
“  Mr.  Fox  did  everything  to  discharge  the  mind  of  the  First  Consul 
from  such  an  idea,  as  far  as  his  own  positive  contradiction,  ;ind  as  liis 
belief  strongly  expressed,  could  go.” 

-j-  John  Bernard  Trotter,  Memoirs  of  Fox. , 
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England  besides  the  king  who  coidd  not  restrain 
their  indignation  at  it.  Nor  was  this  the  only 
time  that  Fox  met  and  conversed  with  Arthur 
O’Connor.  His  private  secretary  says,  rather 
shufflingly,  “  I  do  not  recollect,  upon  the  whole, 
that  Mr.  l^x  saw  this  gentleman  more  than  twice 
during  his  stay  in  Paris.”  Other  reports,  how¬ 
ever,  stated  that  his  interviews  with  O’Connor  and 
other  Irish  exiles  were  far  more  frequent.  The 
private  secretary — himself  an  Irishman  and  of 
idtra-liberal  politics — also  says:  “  It  was  indeed 
understood  that  the  French  government  did  not 
look  with  a  favourable  eye  upon  the  Irish  exiles, 
who  certainly  received  no  public  countenance  what¬ 
ever.”  At  such  a  moment,  while  Bonaparte  was 
anxious  to  persuade  England  that  he  wished  the 
peace  to  be  durable,  “  public  countenance  ”  was 
out  of  the  question  :  the  countenance  was  all  pri¬ 
vate  ;  and  a  very  few  months  showed  with  what  a 
favourable  eye  the  First  Consul  looked  and  had  been 
looking  upon  the  Irish  exiles.  But,  at  the  very 
moment  when  the  friend  and  companion  of  Fox 
pretends  to  have  made  this  discovery,  these  Irish 
exiles  were  carrying  on  an  active  correspondence 
with  their  disaffected  countrymen  at  home,  in  the 
view  of  provoking  another  insurrection  and  civil 
war.  Fox  might  not  know  this  fact,  but  he  could 
not  be  ignorant  of  the  animus  of  Arthur  O’Connor, 
and  therefore  he  ought  not  to  have  sat  down  to 
dinner  with  him  either  at  Madame  Tallien’s  or  at 
any  other  and  more  respectable  table.*  Fie  must 
have  known  also  at  this  time  that  a  renewal  of  the 
war  with  France  was  next  to  inevitable.  Another 
imprudence  (to  use  no  harsher  word)  which  Fox 
committed  during  his  sojourn  in  Paris  was,  to  ac¬ 
cept  an  invitation  from  the  notorious  Miss  Helen 
Maria  Williams,  a  rabid  republicaness,  a  vain,  con¬ 
ceited,  heartless  woman,  wlio  had  fixed  her  abode 
in  France  as  in  a  new  and  enlarged  Goshen,  and 
who  had  scribbled  and  printed  a  stupendous  quan¬ 
tity  ot  nonsense  in  praise  of  the  whole  revolution, 
and  in  dispraise  of  all  kingly  government  and  of 
all  kings,  whether  constitutional  or  despotic.  Some 
of  his  friends  wished  him  to  decline  this  invitation 
altogether,  “  from  a])prehension  of  giving  a  handle 
to  ill-nature  and  calumny.”  “But,”  adds  his 
companion,  “he,  always  the  same,  disdaining  the 
fear  of  suspicion,  and  unwilling  ungraciously  to 
refuse  an  invitation  earnestly  pressed,  did  not 
agree  with  them,  and  went  for  a  short  time.”t 

*  .Tolin  liornard  Trottfr,  Esq.,  late  priv.ate  secretary,  &c.,  dwells 
v  ith  ecstasy  on  tin-  entertainment  nnd  on  the  personal  eh.arms  of 
the  hostess,  althnugh  iia  admits  that  lier  character  was  rather  the 
worse  for  wear.  Ih'  .say.s  that  everytliinj;  wliich  taste,  genius,  or  art 
eonl<l  contrivi!  conspireil  to  make  thts  tlie  most  perfect  sort  of  enter¬ 
tainment  he  had  ever  witne.ssed.  Yet.  from  some  particulars  he  tdr  es, 
we  should  be  disposed  to  questinn.  at  lea.st,  the  taste. 

He  says;  **  A  ventriloquist  nf  e.xtranrdinary  powers  entertained  ns 
e-Vtcemely.  Ilis  imitation  of  a  lieviiluUifJinrt/ Ci/mmittce  in  a  corner 
olthe  room,  was  adndralile,  as  weil  as  several  other  proofs  he  gave 
ot  tins  astonishing  talent.” 

t  The  private  secretary  further  says  ;  “  I  mention  thiscircnmstancc 
liecause  It  jirovre  how  unwilling  he  was  to  give  ollence  or  pain  [hut 
sup h,  Mr.  hux  ayht  to  /mve  rrjhrtrd  on  the  pam  and  offence  he  im.? 
hlteli/  to  giro  to  the  majunt;/  of  his  cuuuirt/men,  and  cnen  to  many  of  his 
tm-nfnends  and  part;/,  hy  acc.tptinij  this  inritation  j,  as'  also  how  much 
he  soared  above  common  jiarty  views.  He  was  aware  that  ho  might 
he  misrepresented  and  lilackened  for  going  to  Miss  Williams’s  coti- 
Versaiione  as  much  as  he  liad  been  for  admitting  Mr.  A.  O'Connor  to 
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These  and  various  other  incidents,  some  of  which 
were  exaggerated  in  the  English  newspapers,  pro¬ 
duced  at  home  an  impression  very  unfavourable  to 
the  eloquent  rival  of  Pitt ;  and  this  impression 
was  the  deeper  as  before  he  and  his  friends  quitted 
Paris  all  the  Yvorld  was  convinced  that  a  new  rup¬ 
ture  with  France  was  inevitable,  and  that  Bona¬ 
parte  was  destined  to  be  the  most  persevering  and 
most  dangerous  enemy  that  England  had  ever  yet 
had  to  contend  with.  The  patriot  must  ever  be 
suspected  whose  praises  are  so  loudly  sung  in  the 
country  of  the  enemy.  It  rvas  believed  by  English¬ 
men,  as  it  was  afterwards  said  by  Frenchmen,  that 
Pitt  would  have  been  torn  to  pieces  if  he  liad 
shoYvn  himself  in  France :  in  the  circumstances  of 
the  case,  and  according  to  the  national  and  natural 
impulse,  the  hatred  of  the  French  could  but  in¬ 
crease  the  love  of  the  English  for  the  resolute,  un¬ 
bending  statesman.  The  impression  could  not  be 
speedily  effaced  :  Fox  felt  its  evil  consequences 
when,  on  the  death  of  Pitt,  he  was  called  to  the 
helm,  only  to  find  himself  obliged  to  pursue  the 
same  course  which  his  rival  had  steered,  and  to 
continue  a  Yvar  with  the  porver  and  the  men  who 
had  bestowed  on  him  such  flattering  unction. 

Since  the  revolution  of  the  19th  Brumaire,  or 
the  10th  of  November,  llOQ,  immense  changes 
had  taken  place  in  the  government  and  internal 
state  of  France.  The  Directory  had  left  the 
finances  in  a  wretched  condition  :  forced  loans, 
arbitrarily  assessed,  had  been  the  chief  resource  of 
that  rapacious  and  most  corrupt  government :  these 
loans  had  destroyed  all  credit,  and,  the  money  hav¬ 
ing  been  spent  or  appropriated  as  it  was  raised, 
the  treasury  was  left  empty  M'hen  Bonaparte  be¬ 
came  First  Consul.  He  repealed  the  odious  system, 
and  substituted  25  per  cent,  additional  upon  all 
taxes.  Other  irregular  exactions  were  put  an  end 
to,  order  was  introduced,  and  confidence  gradually 
restored :  the  merchants  and  bankers  of  Paris 
supplied  a  loan  of  12,000,000  of  francs,  the  in¬ 
creased  taxes  were  paid  with  a  regularity  which 
had  not  been  before  known,  the  sales  of  national 
and  confiscated  domains  were  resumed,  the  exche¬ 
quer  soon  began  to  fill,  and  money  Yvas  no  longer 
wanting  for  any  of  the  necessary  expenses  of  the 
state.  The  armies  serving  abroad  continued  to  be 
mainly  supported  at  the  expense  of  the  countries 
they  occupied  or  invaded;  but  this  business  was 
reduced  to  some  order,  and  the  pay  of  the  men  and 
officers,  which  had  always  been  left  in  arrear,  was 
now  regularly  })rovided  for  by  the  minister  of  war.* 
This  important  post  was  given  by  Bonaparte  to 
General  Bertliier,  an  excellent  man  of  business. 
Gaudin,  Yvho  had  been  employed  in  the  royal  trea¬ 
sury  before  the  revolution,  and  who  had  refused  to 

his  pro.seiice ;  but  he  despised  slander,  was  nnt  anxious  for  place  [(ly.] , 
and  was  loo  benii,niant  to  slight  with  conlem))t  and  scorn  the  request  of 

accomplished  female,  whose  vanity  as  well  as  her  natural  admira¬ 
tion  of  so  great  a  man  wore  deeply  concernetl  that  he  sliould  gram 
it/* 

*  Ptil)ois-Crance.  who  had  been  war-minister  under  the  Directory, 
liad  never  been  able  to  give  any  returns  of  the  dilTerent  corps,  and 
had  been  accustonu*d  to  answer  uU  questions  by  saying,  “  We  ueither 
pay,  nor  victual,  nor  clothe  the  army  :  it  subsists  and  clothes  itself  bv 
requisitions  on  the  inhabitants.” 
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take  office  under  the  plundering  Directors,  was 
now  selected,  as  a  man  of  ability  and  probity,  to 
succeed  Faypoult,  who  had  proved  himself  a 
finance  minister  well  worthy  of  such  masters.  Cam- 
baceres,  who  appears  to  have  been  a  strange  mix¬ 
ture  of  virtues  and  vices,  but  always  to  have  been  by 
nature  averse  to  deeds  of  violence,  cruelty,  or  dis¬ 
order,  was  continued  as  minister  of  justice.  But 
at  the  same  time  the  First  Consul  retained  the  cun¬ 
ning,  atrocious  jacobin,  Fouche — atrocious  by  deeds 
as  well  as  by  words  and  principles — as  minister  of 
police,  a  functionary  who  rapidly  became  more 
powerful  and  important  than  all  others  in  the 
interior  of  France,  and  more  particularly  in  Paris. 
By  the  first  consul’s  own  confession,  he  was  afraid  of 
the  ferocious  Jacobins,  and  conceived  that  no  man 
was  so  proper  to  keep  them  in  check,  to  penetrate 
into  their  mysteries,  to  foil  their  plots,  to  win  them 
over,  or  lead  them  artfully  to  their  destruction,  as 
one  who  had  been  a  chief  and  leader  of  the  party. 
Though  such  an  assumption  was  scarcely  provided 
for  in  the  last  thing  called  a  constitution,  the  First 
Consul  took  to  himself  and  freely  exercised  the 
royal  prerogative  of  mercy.  He  was  first  formally 
invested  with  this  right  by  the  decree  of  the  16th 
Thermidor,  an  x.  (4th  August,  1802).  With  the 
reservation  of  certain  principles  which  were  in  the 
highest  degree  favourable  to  his  own  advancement, 
or  which  were  too  deeply  rooted  in  the  hearts  of 
the  present  generation  of  Frenchmen  to  be  touched 
■wdthout  danger  of  another  universal  commotion, 
Bonaparte  started  with  a  fixed  determination  to 
undo  nearly  all  that  had  been  done  by  the  revolu¬ 
tionists,  whether  Girondists  or  Jacobins.  For  the 
first  of  these  parties  he  entertained  a  sovereign 
contempt,  and  against  the  second  he  felt  a  mortal 
antipathy  and  hatred — a  hatred  the  more  bitter  on 
account  of  his  previous  forced  homage  to  the 
party,  from  the  degrading  recollection  of  the  sub¬ 
jection  in  which  he  had  been  held  by  Jacobin 
chiefs  and  Jacobin  commissioners,  and  the  incense 
he  had  been  obliged  to  offer  to  them  at  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  his  career. 

Early  in  the  consulate  it  ■was  understood  that, 
whatever  might  be  the  scepticism  or  infidelity  of 
Bonaparte,  he  was  determined  to  give  no  encou¬ 
ragement  to  Atheism,  Deism,  Theophilanthropism, 
or  to  any  of  those  creeds  or  systems  which  had 
sprung  up  with  such  wondrous  rapidity  during  the 
revolution.  No  conviction,  no  zeal  for  Christianity, 
was  or  could  be  pretended  by  the  First  Consul,  or 
by  the  Theists  or  Materialists  -who  surrounded  him 
and  made  up  his  government ;  but  the  dogmas  of 
Anacharsis  Clootz,  Hebert,  and  the  rest  who  had 
set  up  the  worship  of  the  Goddess  of  Reason,  and 
the  crudities  of  Robespierre,  and  his  festival  to  the 
Etre  Supreme,  were  reprobated  as  offensive  to  de¬ 
cency  and  good  taste ;  and  it  was  assumed  that,  as 
a  portion,  more  or  less  great,  of  the  French  people 
were  still  Roman  Catholic  Christians  in  their  heart, 
indulgence  and  respect  Avere  due  to  their  faith. 
About  20,000  priests  wbo  had  been  banished  or 
imprisoned  were  allowed  to  return,  or  Avere  set  at 

VOL.  IV. - GEO.  III. 


liberty  on  taking  the  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  con¬ 
sular  government  as  at  present  established.  The 
churches  Avere  re-opened,  and,  though  in  most  of 
the  great  tOAvns  many  of  them  were  but  thinly  at¬ 
tended,  Christian  worship  Avas  performed  all  over 
France.  The  fanatics  of  irreligion  were  made  to 
understand  and  to  feel  that  the  Catholics  had  at 
least  as  good  a  right  to  their  belief  as  they  them¬ 
selves  had  to  their  unbelief ;  they  were  free  to  stay 
away  from  the  churches,  but  not  to  insult  and  in¬ 
terrupt  the  believers  Avho  chose  to  attend  them  ; 
and  on  several  occasions  severe  punishment  Avas 
EAvarded  to  ribald  crews,  who,  forgetting  that  the 
times  Avere  changed,  renewed  some  of  the  mad 
freaks  and  obscenities  in  places  of  Avorship  which 
they  had  played  off  under  Chaumette  and  Hebert. 
The  Sabbath  Avas  again  recognised  as  a  day  of  rest, 
the  Decades  gave  way  to  the  old  calculation  by 
Aveeks,  and,  by  degrees,  the  whole  of  Romme’s  re¬ 
volutionary  calendar  fell  into  disuse.  The  festival 
of  the  21st  of  January,  in  commemoration  of  the 
atrocious  execution  of  Louis  'XVI.,  Avas  disconti¬ 
nued.*  About  this  time  Bonaparte  said  to  his 
private  secretary,  “  Bourrienne,  I  cannot  yet  ven¬ 
ture  to  do  anything  against  the  regicides,  but  I 
will  let  them  see  what  I  think  of  them.  The  Court 
of  Cassation  must  be  re-organised.  Target,  who  is 
now  president  of  that  court,  Avould  not  defend 
Louis  XVI.  Well,  whom  do  you  think  I  mean 

to  appoint  in  his  place? . Why,  Tronchet, 

Avho  did  defend  the  king.  They  may  say  what  they 
please;  I  care  not.”  And  Tronchet  was  appointed 
accordingly. t  The  first  consul  visited  the  prisons 
of  Paris,  which  were  all  in  a  frightful  state ;  and, 
while  in  the  Temple,  he  “  could  not  help  thinking 
of  the  unfortunate  Louis  XVI.”  “  He  was  an 
excellent  man,”  said  he  to  his  confidential  secre¬ 
tary ;  “  but  too  amiable,  too  gentle.  He  knew  not 
howto  deal  with  mankind !”|  To  Sieves,  who 
spoke  of  Louis  as  “  the  tyrant,”  he  said — “Nay, 
nay!  Louis  was  no  tyrant!  Had  he  been  a  ty¬ 
rant,  I  should  this  day  have  been  a  captain  of 
artillery — and  you,  saying  mass.”  The  oath  of  eter¬ 
nal  hatred  to  kings  was  suppressed,  because,  as  the 
first  consul  publicly  alleged,  it  Avas  a  useless  cere¬ 
mony  noAv  that  the  republic  Avas  firmly  established ; 
and  tended,  moreover,  to  incense  nations  who 
still  retained  royalty,  preventing  an  amicable  un- 

*  The  Directory,  more  base  and  not  less  perverse  than  the  Con¬ 
vention,  had  retained  the  horrible  21st  of  January  among  the  festivals 
of  the  republic.  One  of  Bonaparte’s  first  ideas  on  attainitig  the  pos¬ 
session  of  power  was  to  abolish  this  commemoration ;  but  such  was 
the  ascendancy  of  the  abettors  of  the  fearful  event,  that  he  could  not 
then  venture  on  a  straightforward  course.  He  and  his  first  two  col¬ 
leagues  in  the  consulate,  -Sieves  and  Koger-Diicos,  signed,  on  the  5th 
Nivose,  a  decree,  setting  forth  that  in  future  the  only  le.slivals  to  be 
celebrated  by  the  republic  were  the  1st  Vendemiaire  and  the  l-lth  of 
July.  Bourrienne.  i*  Id. 

X  Sir  Sidney  Smith,  who  had  been  taken  prisoner  on  the  French 
coast  in  1796,  had  been  barbarously  shut  up  in  the  '1‘emple,  from 
which  he  escaped  in  1798,  in  good  time  to  be  in  the  Mediterranean 
and  on  tlte  coast  of  Syria.  “  And  Sir  Sidney  Smith,”  said  Bonaparte, 
in  relating  his  visit  to  the  Temple  to  his  private  secretary :  “  I  made 
them  show  me  his  apartment.  If  the  fools  had  not  let  him  escape,  I 
should  have  taken  Acre  !  There  are  too  many  paiulul  recollections 
connected  with  that  prison.  I  will  certainly  have  it  pulled  down  some 
day.”  The  Temple  was  pulled  down  soon  after,  and  the  ground  on 
which  it  stood,  with  its  extensive  gardens  and  court-yards,  became  the 
property  of  brewer  Santerre,  the  ex-commandant-general  of  the  na¬ 
tional  guards,  uho  kept  his  head  ou  his  shoulders,  and  died  (piietly  in 
his  beu  in  lt09  or  1810. 
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derstanding  between  them  and  France.  Privately, 
with  the  very  few  persons  he  admitted  into  a  large 
share  of  his  confidence  (his  full  confidence  he  never 
gave  to  living  being),  he  did  not  pretend  to  con¬ 
ceal  that  he  was  himself  aspiring  at  the  name  of 
royalty,  having  already  more  than  the  substance 
of  it ;  but  he  quieted  their  or  his  own  impatience 
by  declaring  that  “  the  pear  was  not  yet  ripe,” — 
that,  powerful  as  he  was,  it  was  necessary  to  pro¬ 
ceed  with  caution,  and  to  make  sure  of  one  posi¬ 
tion  before  he  advanced  to  another.  He,  however, 
as  early  as  the  19th  of  February,  1800,  took  pos¬ 
session  of  the  royal  palace  of  the  Tuileries,  telling 
his  colleagues  that  it  was  “  a  good  military  posi¬ 
tion,”  and  a  more  convenient  place  for  the  seat  of 
government  than  the  Luxembourg,  which  had  been 
defiled  and  disgraced  by  the  residence  of  the  Di¬ 
rectors.  He  started  from  the  Luxembourg  in  a 
state  coach,  drawn  by  six  white  horses,  which  had 
been  presented  to  him  by  the  Emperor  of  Ger¬ 
many  after  the  treaty  of  Campo  Formio.  His  two 
satellites  or  under  consuls  went  with  him,  Camba- 
ceres  sitting  at  his  left  hand,  and  Lebrun  on  the 
back  seat.  He  was  followed  by  his  ministers, 
senators,  &c.  in  hackney-coaches,  and  he  was  es¬ 
corted  by  3000  troops,  all  picked  corps,  and  each 
with  its  band  playing  at  its  head.  His  own  staff, 
and  his  favourite  generals,  caracoled  round  his 
coach.  The  people  of  Paris  who  had  so  long 
strained  their  throats  for  “  Liberty  and  Equality,” 
greeted  him  with  the  loudest  acclamations,  shout¬ 
ing,  as  once  for  their  kings, — Long  live  the  First 
Consul !  As  he  reached  the  centre  gate  of  the 
Tuileries  he  had  to  pass  a  guard-house,  which  bore 
the  inscription — “  The  Tenth  of  August,  1'792 
— Roy.vlty  in  France  is  abolished,  and  shall 
NEVER  AGAIN  BE  ESTABLISHED  !”  It  was  already 
re-established  in  the  person  of  the  ‘  heureux 
soldat.’*  “  I  saw,”  said  Madame  de  Stael,  “the 
First  Consul  make  his  entrance  into  the  palace  built 
by  kings;  and,  though  Bonaparte  was  then  very 
far  from  the  magnificence  he  afterwards  displayed, 
one  saw  an  eagerness  in  all  who  surrounded  him  to 
make  themselves  his  courtiers,  which  must  have 
convinced  him  that  it  would  be  a  very  easy  thing 
to  govern  the  world.  When  his  carriage  reached 
the  palace,  his  footmen  opened  the  door  and  threw 
down  the  steps  with  a  violence  which  seemed  to 
say  that  even  those  inanimate  things  were  insolent, 
if  they  retarded  for  one  instant  the  movement  of 
their  master.  As  for  him,  he  neither  gave  a  look  nor 
a  word  of  thanks  to  anybody ;  it  seemed  as  if  he 
feared  to  appear  sensible  even  of  the  homage  which 
he  exacted.  While  ascending  the  great  staircase 
of  the  palace,  surrounded  and  followed  by  crowds 
of  eager  spectators,  his  eyes  rested  neither  on  any 
particular  object,  iior  upon  any  particular  person  ; 
there  was  something  vague  and  careless  in  the  ex¬ 
pression  of  his  countenance,  and  his  looks  only 

e.xpressed  what  it  always  suited  him  to  show _ an 

indifference  to  fortune,  and  a  contempt  for  men.”t 

•  Hourrienne, 

•f*  Considerations. 
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Even  before  quitting  the  Luxembourg,  where  the 
wife  of  the  First  Consul  had  held  a  sort  of  court, 
the  word  Madame  had  begun  to  be  used ;  but  now 
Monsieur  was  revived  as  well  as  Madame,  and  a 
number  of  terms  proscribed  by  the  revolutionists 
became  once  more  familiar  words.  This  first  re¬ 
turn  towards  the  old  French  politeness  was  startling 
to  some  susceptible  republicans ;  but  things  were 
soon  carried  further  at  the  Tuileries  by  the  intro¬ 
duction  of  such  terms  as  Your  Highness  (Votre 
A  It, esse')  and  My  Lord  (^Monseigneur).  At  the 
same  time,  however,  feeling  it  important  to  do 
away  with  the  idea  that  the  cherished  doctrine  of 
equality  was  in  danger,  and  that  none  but  a  king 
could  occupy  the  palace  of  the  ancient  kings  of 
France,  the  First  Consul  wrote  letters  to  corporals 
and  sergeants,  calling  them  his  “  brave  comrades,” 
and  commissioned  that  once  ultra-republican  painter 
David,  who  was  still  supposed  to  have  an  odour  of 
liberty  and  equality  about  him,  to  place  in  a  con¬ 
spicuous  place  in  the  Tuileries  a  fine  antique  bust 
of  Brutus,  a  fragment  of  the  plunder  of  Italy,  about 
which  a  great  deal  of  republican  noise,  enthusiasm, 
and  nonsense  had  been  made  in  Paris.  The  ener- 
getie  proclamations  to  the  armies,  and  other  ex¬ 
citing  papers,  which  were  written  or  dictated  by 
the  First  Consul,  continued  for  some  short  time 
longer  to  end  with  the  magical  words  Vive  la  Re- 
publiqiie.  While  splendid  reviews  took  plaee  out¬ 
side  the  palace,  in  the  Place  du  Carrousel,  levee's, 
circles,  drawing-rooms,  and  balls  were  held  in 
rapid  rotation  in  the  interior.  Masked  balls  at  the 
opera  began  to  be  resumed ;  and,  aided  by  his  wife, 
who  loved  gaiety  and  dress  as  she  loved  light  and 
life,  the  First  Consul  (himself  indifferent  to  such 
matters,  but  well  aware  of  their  importance  to  the 
generality  of  mankind,  and  most  of  all  mankind  to 
the  French)  revived  a  taste  for  dress,  and  for  all 
the  old  amusements  which  had  flourished  under 
the  monarchy.  He  favoured  all  these  things,  first, 
because  they  were  old,  and  associated  with  the 
ideas  of  courts  and  royalty ;  and  next,  because  they 
were  the  means  of  diverting  the  attention  of  that 
volatile  people.  “  While  they  are  chatting  about 
all  this,”  said  he,  “  they  do  not  babble  about  po¬ 
litics,  and  that  is  what  I  want.  Let  them  dance 
and  amuse  themselves,  so  long  as  they  do  not 
thrust  their  noses  into  the  councils  of  my  govern¬ 
ment  !  Besides,  I  have  other  reasons  for  encou¬ 
raging  all  this — I  see  other  advantages  in  it.  The 
trade  of  Paris  is  languishing.  Fouche  tells  me 
there  are  great  complaints.*  This  will  put  a  little 

*  At  Uiis  period  the  First  Consul  was  much  in  the  habit  of  perambu¬ 
lating  the  streets  of  Paris  by  night,  and  incognito,  in  order  to  discover 
what  were  the  particular  complaints  of  the  tradespeople  and  others, 
and,  still  more,  what  they  thought  of  him  and  liis  government.  In 
these  expeditions  he  was  pnerally  attended  by  Hourrienne,  who 
made  the  shopkeepers  exhibit  the  articles  which  lie  pretended  to  wish 
to  purchase,  w  hile  Bonaparte  played  his  part  in  asking  questions  from 
the  tradesmen's  wives,  or  from  any  persons  that  might  be  in  the 
shops. 

“  Nothing  was  more  amusing  than  to  see  him  endeavouring  to  imi¬ 
tate  the  careless,  gay  tone  of  the  ftishionable  voitng  men  of  the  dtiy. 
With  an  tiw  kward  attempt  at  their  dandilied  a'irs,  and  pulling  up  the 
corners  of  his  cravat,  he  would  say,  mincingly,  “  Well,  raadatne.  is 
there  anything  new  to-day  r  Well,  citizen,  what  say  they  now  of  Bo¬ 
naparte  ?  Your  shop  seems  to  be  well  stocked.  You  must  surely  be 
carrying  on  a  good  business.  Well,  what  are  people  saying  about'this 
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money  in  circulation.  Besides,  it  goes  to  discon¬ 
cert  the  Jacobins.  Everything  is  not  had,  because 
it  is  not  new.  I  prefer  these  opera-balls  to  the 
Saturnalia  of  the  Goddess  of  Reason.  The  Pa¬ 
risians  are  pleased :  I  was  never  so  enthusiastically 
applauded  as  at  the  last  review.” 

Bonaparte,  as  every  one  knew,  had  prepared  the 
revolution  of  the  18th  Fructidor  (3rd  of  September, 
1797),  which  had  sent  forty-two  members  of  the 
Council  of  Five  Hundred  and  twelve  members  of 
the  Council  of  Ancients  to  Cayenne  and  Sinimari, 
or  to  prisons  on  the  French  coasts  ;*  and  he  had 
prepared  those  events  with  the  anticipation  of  over¬ 
throwing  the  Directorial  government,  which,  after 
its  conduct  on  that  occasion,  could  not  with  any 
decency  or  effect  appeal  to  the  republican  constitu¬ 
tion,  seeing  that  it  had  been  torn  to  pieces  and 
trampled  upon  on  the  18th  Fructidor.  Barras, 
Rewbell,  and  Lareveillere-Lepeaux  had  achieved 
their  brief  and  self-ruinous  triumph  only  by  means 
of  the  money  w’hich  Bonaparte  had  remitted  from 
Italy,  and  the  services  of  Bonaparte’s  devoted  and 
resolute  lieutenant  Augereau ;  but  the  conqueror  of 
Italy  had  no  direct  agency  in  the  business,  he  was 
far  from  Paris  at  the  time,  his  name  was  scarcely 
mentioned  in  the  coup  cVetat  of  Fructidor,  and  he 
could  afterwards  with  good  effect  declare  that  that 
revolution  was  no  work  of  his.  The  Directory 
being  overthrown,  he  wns  now  anxious  to  undo  in 
part  what  had  been  done  then,  and  to  mitigate  the 
hard  fate  of  men  whose  illegal  transportation  and 
imprisonment  had  contributed  to  work  out  his  pur¬ 
poses.  He  therefore  ordered  his  minister  of  police, 
Fouche,  to  draw  up  a  report  on  all  the  persons  who 
had  been  arbitrarily  condemned,  without  any  trial, 
on  the  18th  Fructidor;  and,  Fouche  presenting  a 
report  such  as  the  First  Consul  wished,  forty  of  the 
deported  or  transported  were  forthwith  authorised 
to  return  to  France.  Besides  the  members  of  the 
tw'o  councils,  a  vast  many  journalists,  editors,  &c. 
had  been  sent  to  Guiana ;  and  there  for  the  pre¬ 
sent  they  were  nearly  all  left,  Bonaparte  entertain¬ 
ing  the  notion  that,  if  he  could  send  all  the  news¬ 
mongers  and  journalists  of  Paris  to  join  them,  it 
would  be  the  better  for  him  and  for  France.  That 
magnificent  maker  of  reports  and  lies,  Barrere,  was 
included  in  this  amnesty  or  recall.  He  wrote  a 
letter  justifying  his  conduct  during  the  revolution; 
but  the  First  Consul  did  not  seem  disposed  to  show 
him  any  favour.  Subsequently,  however,  it  was 
thought  that  his  ready  pen  was  worth  a  pension  ; 
and  the  republican  oracle,  the  framer  of  an  inter¬ 
minable  series  of  liberty  and  equality  reports  and 
decrees,  was  retained  by  Bonaparte  to  edit  a  jour¬ 
nal  entitled  ‘  L’Anti-Britannique,’  and  to  wnite 

mountebank  Bonaparte  .  He  was  made  quite  happy  one 

ni^'htwhen  we  were  oblij^ed  to  beat  a  hasty  retreat  from  a  shop,  to 
avoid  the  attacks  upon  us  provoked  by  the  irreverent  tone  in  which 
Bonaparte  spoke  of  the  First  Consul.” — Buurrienne. 

His  person  and  his  •'ray  }?reat-coat  soon  became  too  generally  known 
to  permit  of  these  Caliph-ot'-Ba^dad  excursions.  But  whether  as  con¬ 
sul  for  ten  years,  or  consul  for  life,  or  hereditary  emperor,  Bonaparte 
continued  to  have  a  most  pryini;  curiosity,  and  to  be  exceedinj'ly  sen¬ 
sitive  to  the  opinions  or  the  sayings  of  the  people.  Even  within  the 
walls  of  his  palaces  he  has  been  known  to  play  the  part  of  an  eves- 
dropper. 

*  See  ante,  vol.  iii.  pp.  027,  528. 


pamphlets  in  justification  of  the  overthrow  both  of 
the  old  dynasty  and  of  the  republic,  and  in  support 
of  the  Napoleonic  empire.  For  a  time  the  recalled 
forty  republicans  were  kept  under  the  surveillance 
of  Fouche’s  vigilant  and  all-seeing  police ;  but 
these  restrictions  were  soon  removed,  and  many  of 
them  were  called  to  fill  high  places  in  the  govern¬ 
ment.  Of  these  placemen,  those  w'ho  had  been  the 
most  fanatic  in  their  republicanism  became  the 
most  devoted  partisans,  the  loudest-tongued  pane¬ 
gyrists,  the  most  submissive  slaves  of  the  Consul. 
These  sudden  and  extreme  conversions  were  not 
calculated  to  improve  Bonaparte’s  low  opinion  of 
mankind.  He  was  accustomed  to  say  that,  with 
money,  and  a  little  gold  lace  to  put  upon  their 
coats,  he  could  unrepublicanise  all  these  republi¬ 
cans.  But  still  there  were  in  Paris  republicans  of 
a  lower  grade,  who  retained  all  the  fanaticism  of 
the  Reign  of  Terror,  and  who  were  from  the  begin¬ 
ning  dissatisfied  with  a  dictatorship  which  shut  up 
their  clubs,  suppressed  their  newspapers,  and  ex¬ 
cluded  them  from  all  hope  of  being  great  or  famous 
as  demagogues.  It  is  rather  remarkable  that  the 
hottest  of  these  Jacobins,  the  most  sincere  and  de¬ 
voted  of  these  republicans,  were  not  Frenchmen, 
hut  Italians  and  Corsicans.* 

Ceracchi,  a  sculptor  from  Rome,  Diana,  with 
several  other  Italian  refugees,  and  Joseph  Arena, 
a  Corsican,  and  brother  of  Bartholomew  Arena, 
who  had  been  a  distinguished  member  of  the 
Council  of  Five  Hundred,  and  who  had  vigorously 
opposed  Bonaparte  on  the  19th  Brumaire,  when 
he  went  to  St.  Cloud  to  dissolve  that  legislature 
with  bayonets,  formed  or  headed  a  conspiracy 
against  the  life  of  the  First  Consul,  whom  they  not 
incorrectly  designated  as  the  greatest  of  liberticides. 
Their  plot  was  discovered,  they  were  tracked  by 
Fouche’s  adroit  agents,  and  were  all  arrested.! 

^  *  In  Baboeuf ’s  conspiracy  to  establish  the  republic  of  equals  under 
the  Directory,  these  warm  blooded  Italian  republicans  were  by  lar  the 
most  energetic  and  daring.  Among  them  was  Buonarotti,  a  poor 
Florentine,  and  a  descendant  of  the  great  Michael  Angelo. 

■j"  Bonrrienne,  who  had  the  best  means  of  knowing  the  whole  history 
of  this  mad  plot,  gives  the  following  account  of  it : — 

The  plot  itself  was  a  mere  shadow;  but  it  was  deemed  advisable  to 
give  it  substance,  and  to  exaggerate,  at  least  in  appearance,  the  danger 
to  which  the  first  consul  had  been  exposed.  There  was  at  that  time  in 
Paris  an  idle  fellow  named  Barrel ;  he  had  been  a  c/ie/”  de  hataillon, 
but  had  been  disgraced  and  dismissed  the  service*  He  became  con¬ 
nected  with  Ceracchi.  Arena,  and  that  company  of  enthusiastic  repub¬ 
licans,  urged  them  on  to  assassinate  the  First  Consul,  undertook  to  be 
the  fiercest  Brutus  among  them,  fixed  the  lime  and  place  for  the  per¬ 
petration  of  the  deed  (it  was  to  be  done  one  evening  at  the  opera), 
and  then,  on  the  20th  of  September,  1800,  went  to  the  Tuileries, 
revealed  the  whole  plot  to  private  secretary  13ourrienne,  and  engaged 
tliat  his  accomplices  should  be  apprehended  in  the  very  act,  if  Bour- 
rienne  would  only  supply  him  with  money  to  bring  the  plot  to  ma¬ 
turity.  The  secretary  instantly  communicated  the  business  to  Bona¬ 
parte,  who  ordered  him  to  supply  Harrel  with  money,  ‘‘  but  not  to 
mention  the  affair  to  Fouche,  to  whom  he  xvished  to  prove  that  he  knew 
better  how  to  manage  the  police  than  he  did.'*  For  some  time  Harrel 
went  every  evening  to  the  Tuileries  to  inform  Bonrrienne  of  the  pro¬ 
gress  of  the  conspiracy.  The  First  Consul  w'as  glad  when  he  found  that 
Ceracchi  and  Arena  were  deeply  committed.  But  the  time  passed  on, 
and  nothing  was  done.  The  First  Consul  began  to  grow  impatient. 
At  length  Harrel  came  and  told  Bonrrienne  that  they  had  no  money 
to  purchase  arms.  Money  was  given  to  him.  Harrel,  however, 
returned  the  next  night  to  say  that  the  gunsmiths  refused  to  sell  them 
arms  witliout  an  order  or  permission  from  the  police.  ^  It  was  now 
found  necessary  to  communicate  the  business  to  Fouelie»  in  order  that 
he  might  grant  the  necessary  permission  for  obtaining  the  aims.  On 
the  evening  of  the  10th  of  October  Bonaparte,  in  the  presence  ot  Bour- 
rienne,  asked  his  two  satellite  consuls  whether  they  thought  he  ought 
to  go  to  the  opera.  They  observed,  t/iat,  as  every  precaution  was  taken 
by  the  police^  there  could  he  no  danger ;  and  that  it  was  very  desirable 
to  expose  the  futility  of  attempts  against  the  First  Consul  s  life.  Bona- 
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Shortly  after  this,  on  the  24th  of  December,  1800, 
as  Bonaparte  was  driving  in  his  carriage  to  the 
opera-house,  a  tremendous  explosion  of  several 
barrels  of  gunpowder,  in  a  waggon  which  was 
drawn  up  on  one  side  of  the  street,  destroyed  se¬ 
veral  houses,  and  killed  many  persons.  The  First 
Consul’s  carriage,  driven  at  unusual  speed  by  a 
coachman  who  is  said  to  have  been  half  intoxicated, 
had  just  passed ;  the  fearful  explosion  made  the  man 
drive  still  faster ;  sundry  impediments  that  had  been 
placed  in  the  streets  were  passed  without  accident ; 
and  unhurt,  and  enthusiastically  cheered  by  the 
audience,  who  had  promptly  conceived  the  object 
of  the  explosion,  Bonaparte  entered  the  opera.  As 
his  hatred  and  dread  of  the  Jacobins  always  ex¬ 
ceeded  his  dislike  of  the  royalists,  he  declared  that 
he  was  convinced  the  murderous  plot  was  a  Jacobin 
one ;  but  the  police  soon  ascertained,  beyond  the 
reach  of  a  doubt,  that  the  Infernal  Machine,  as  it 
was  termed,  had  been  the  work  of  certain  fanatical 
royalists  connected  with  the  Chouans  in  Brittany 
and  the  Vendee.  They  were  caught  in  the  toils 
which  the  police  spread  for  them,  and  were  speedily 
tried  and  executed.  Their  attempt  had  no  other 
effect  than  that  of  increasing  the  popularity  and 
power  of  the  First  Consul.  At  the  same  time  that 
they  were  guillotined,  Ceracchi,  Arena,  and  the 
others  concerned  in  the  republican  plot,  having 
already  been  tried  and  found  guilty,  were  brought 
out  of  prison  and  executed  also.  A  fev/  days  after 
these  Bourbonists  and  Jacobins  had  lost  their  heads, 
a  Senatus  Consultum,  as  every  decree  of  the 
senate,  or  published  will  of  Bonaparte,  was  now 
styled,  came  forth,  ordering  the  immediate  trans¬ 
portation  to  Guiana  of  130  known  leaders  of  the 
old  Jacobin  party,  several  of  whom  had  parti¬ 
cipated  in  the  atrocities  of  the  Reign  of  Terror. 
In  order  that  the  First  Consul  might  with  greater 
facility  carry  into  execution  the  determination  he 
had  so  repeatedly  expressed,  of  effectually  putting 
down  both  Jacobins  and  Bourbonists,  the  legis¬ 
lature,  or  the  300  individuals  who  enjoyed  the 
name  of  Corps  Legislatif,  passed  a  law  empowering 
the  executive,  or  the  First  Consul,  without  previous 
trial  or  process  of  any  kind,  to  banish  from  Paris, 
and  even  from  France,  all  such  persons  as  should 
presume,  either  in  spoken  words  or  in  writing,  to 


parte  went  to  the  opera,  accompanied  by  Duroc  and  Bourrienne. 
\y)ien  they  liad  been  in  the  theatre  about  half  an  hour,  he  tohl  Bour¬ 
rienne  to  and  see  what  was  doing  in  the  lobby.  Scarcely  had  tl»e 
private  secretary  left  the  box  ere  he  heard  a  great  uproar.  Presently 
aiterwards  he  discovered  that  a  number  of  persons  had  been  arrested, 
i  larrel  hatl  led  liis  dupes  to  the  opera,  andFouche’s  agents  had  seized 
them  there,  with  arms  about  their  persons.  The  secretary  returned 
**^^^^^^*‘***^®  ^^6  had  collected;  and  thereupon  the 
First  Consul,  who  had  only  gone  to  the  theatre  to  bring  the  plot  to  a 
head,  or  to  substantiate  something  like  an  overt  act,  hastened  home 
to  the  luileries.  llie  plot  had  been  long  and  perfectly  well  known 
through  the  disclosures  of  Ilarrel ;  and  it  would  have  been  easy  to 
avert  instead  of  conjuring  up  the  storm.  But  this  neither  suited  Bo¬ 
naparte  nor  the  police.  One  of  tlie  conspirators  candidly  confessed  tlie 
part  he  had  taken  in  the  plot,  which,  he  said,  had  been  brought  to 
maturity  solely  by  the  agents  of  the  police,  who  were  always  eager  to 
prove  tlieir  zeal  to  their  employers  by  some  new  discovery.  The  name 
t)f  Harrel  was  forthwith  restored  to  the  army  list ;  and  lie  was  m>- 
poinled  commandant  of  the  castle  of  Vincennes.  He  held  that  post  it 
the  time  of  the  Due  d’Knghien’s  murder  there.  “  I  was  aiterwards 
told  says  the  private  secretary,  -  that  llarrel's  wile  was  foster-sister 
to  that  unfortunate  prince,  and  tliat  she  recognised  the  duke  when  he 

entered  the  prison,  which,  in  a  few  hours,  was  to  prove  his  erave.” _ 
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express  opinions  inimical  to  the  present  govern¬ 
ment  !  This  law,  supported  by  other  laws  and  sharp 
practices,  gagged  the  mouths  and  paralysed  the 
hands  of  all  journalists,  pamphleteers,  and  political 
speculators,  excepting  only  such  of  them  as  took 
the  pay  and  wrote  the  praises  of  Bonaparte.  The 
First  Consul  held  the  liberty  of  the  press  in  the 
greatest  horror ;  and  so  violent  was  his  passion 
when  anything  was  urged  in  its  favour,  that  he 
seemed  to  labour  under  a  nervous  attack,  or  to  be 
on  the  point  of  falling  into  a  fit.  “  Great  man  as 
he  was,”  says  his  secretary,  “  he  was  sorely  afraid 
of  little  paragraphs.”  From  first  to  last  he  could 
never  endure  any  criticism  of  his  conduct,  either 
public  or  private,  or  the  expression,  in  matters  of 
politics,  or  government,  or  war,  of  an  opinion  con¬ 
trary  to  his  own.  Yet,  after  all,  this  was  hut  a 
continuation  and  extension  of  the  system  which 
had  been  made  absolute  under  the  republicans  and 
terrorists,  who  had  never  allowed  the  expression 
of  any  opinions  inimical  to  their  own.  Nor  was 
there  any  novelty  in  the  more  terrible  law  which 
immediately  followed,  and  which  established  spe¬ 
cial  criminal  courts  to  try  all  persons  accused  of 
treason  against  the  state ;  for  these  courts,  infinitely 
less  bloody,  if  not  less  arbitrary  in  their  proceed¬ 
ings,  were  but  revivals  of  the  Revolutionary  Tri¬ 
bunals  which  had  been  voted  and  established  by 
the  Dantons  and  Rohespierres.  It  is  recorded  as 
honourable  to  the  Tribunate,  or  the  talking  ])art  of 
this  consular  constitution,  that  this  last  law  passed 
them  by  a  majority  of  only  eight — a  fact  which 
Bonaparte  set  down  among  his  serious  causes  of 
complaint  against  the  said  Tribunate,  a  body  he  had 
determined  to  dissolve  as  soon  as  time  should  serve. 
The  secret  police  was  now  re-organised  and  vastly 
increased  by  Fouche,  who  took  into  his  pay  spies 
and  informers  from  all  classes  of  Parisian  society. 
In  addition  to  this  general  police,  which  was  leit 
under  the  direction  of  Fouche,  on  whom  Bonaparte 
could  never  wholly  rely,  there  was  a  strong  mili¬ 
tary  police,  headed  by  officers  of  gensdarmes  and 
others,  who  had  been  trained  under  the  First  Consul, 
who  had  owed  to  him  wealth  or  high  promotion, 
and  who  regarded  him  with  the  same  devoted  feel¬ 
ings  which  the  Mamelukes  of  Egypt  testified  for 
their  beys.  As  a  completion  to  this  vile  system, 
there  was  another  police  establishment  under  the 
immediate  direction  of  Bonaparte  himself,  forming, 
in  fact,  part  and  parcel  of  his  own  court  or  house¬ 
hold.*  With  three  police  corps  incessantly  at 
work,  with  thousands  of  informers  and  spies  con¬ 
stantly  reporting  or  inventing  plots  or  dangerous 
conversations,  in  the  intention  of  appearing  to  earn 
the  money  they  were  receiving,  and  of  proving  the 

•  '*  Before  taking  up  his  quarters  in  the  Tiiilerics,  the  First  Consul 
organised  his  secret  police,  which  was  intended  to  be  the  counter  of 
Fouche’s  police.  Duroc  and  de  Moncey  were  at  lirst  the  directors  of 
this  police;  afterwards,  Davoust  and  Junot.  Bonaparte’s  wife  called 
this  business  a  vile  system  of  espionage.  My  remarks  on  the  inutility 
of  tlie  measure  were  made  in  vain ;  Bonaparte  Iwid  the  wejikness  at 
once  to  fear  Fouche  and  to  think  him  necessary.  Fouche,  whoso 
abilities  in  this  trade  are  too  well  known  to  need  my  approbation, 
soon  discovered  this  secret  household  institution,  ns  also  the  names  of 
ull  the  sulialtcru  agents  employed  in  l^aris  by  the  great  agents.” — 
Buunicrvic, 
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necessity  of  their  services,  the  mind  of  the  First 
Consul,  by  nature,  or  by  early  habit  and  education, 
inclined  to  suspicion,  was  rarely  left  tranquil  for  a 
single  day,  for,  when  absent  from  Paris,  these  spies 
or  their  reports  followed  him,  and  always  obtained 
his  immediate  attention.  At  the  same  time  the 
practice  of  opening  letters  at  the  post-office,  which 
had  been  rather  common  in  France  in  all  times 
and  under  every  government,  was  carried  out  with 
greater  activity  than  ever.  This,  like  the  polices, 
aggravated  suspicion  and  uneasiness,  but  seldom 
led  to  the  discovery  of  any  important  fact ;  for,  as 
the  practice  was  notorious,  such  correspondents  as 
had  dangerous  secrets  to  communicate  sent  their 
letters  by  private  hands,  or  wrote  them  in  mer¬ 
cantile  or  in  other  forms  and  phraseologies  pre¬ 
viously  agreed  upon  with  their  friends.  “  It  is 
difficult,”  says  one  who  saw  all  its  workings,  and 
the  pernicious,  miserable  effects  they  produced  on 
the  First  Consul,  “  to  form  an  idea  of  the  lies, 
absurdities,  and  nonsense  contained  in  the  bul¬ 
letins  drawn  up  by  the  agents  of  the  police,  nohle 

and  ignoble . That  wretched  police  ! 

During  the  time  I  was  with  Bonaparte  it  embit¬ 
tered  his  life,  and  often  exasperated  him  against 
his  wife,  his  near  relations,  and  friends.  The  police 
possessed  no  foresight  or  faculty  of  prevention. 
Every  silly  thing  that  transpired  was  reported  to 
him,  either  through  malice  or  stupidity.  Words 
overheard  were  misunderstood  or  distorted  in  the 
reporting  ;  so  that  the  only  result  of  the  plan  was 
uneasiness,  mischief,  and  confusion.  The  police, 
as  a  political  engine,  is  a  dangerous  thing.  It 
foments  and  encourages  more  false  conspiracies 
than  it  discovers  or  defeats  real  ones.”*  By  ex¬ 
tending  this  contagion,  “  this  leprosy  of  society 
by  fostering  spies  and  informers  ;  by  allowing  them 
to  be  selected  from  every  class  (many  of  the  most 
infamous  of  them  were  decayed  people  of  fashion, 
or  men  and  women  who  had  had  name,  rank,  and 
wealth  before  the  revolution) ;  by  sending  them 
to  invade  the  privacy  and  confidence  of  domestic 
life;  by  encouraging  the  servant  to  report  the 
words  of  his  master,  the  wife  to  denounce  her 
husband,  the  brother  his  brother,  the  son  his 
own  father,  Bonaparte  did  more  mischief  to  the 
morality  of  the  French  people  than  his  own  per¬ 
sonal  conduct,  his  decorous  mode  of  living,  and 
his  discountenance  of  the  orgies  and  obscenities 
and  the  rampant  vices  which  had  flourished  not 
only  under  the  Directory,  but  long  before  it  under 
the  old  monarchy,  could  do  good  to  the  national 
character.  It  has  been  well  said,  that  the  most 
fatal  periods  in  the  history  of  a  nation  are  those  in 

•  Bourrienno. — When  it  was  ratlier  too  late,  Bonaparte  himself  re¬ 
probated  the  whole  system  as  useless  and  dangerous.  Conversing  in 
the  Isle  of  Elba  with  a  French  officer,  he  said,  “  You  believe,  tlien, 
that  your  police  agents  foresee  everything,  and  know  everything.  1 
tell  you  that  they  invent  far  more  than  they  discover.  Mine,  1  believe, 
were  better  than  those  you  have  now,  and  yet  it  was  often  only  by 
mere  chance,  or  by  the  imprudence  of  the  parlies  implicated,  or 
through  the  treachery  of  some  of  them,  that  something  was  discovered 
of  a  plot  after  a  week  or  a  fortnight's  seeking.  Your  opening  of  let¬ 
ters  is  still  more  useless.  Do  you  think  you  can  open  and  read  every 
letter  that  goes  through  the  post-oflice?  You  will  never  be  able  to  do 
it.  I  often  endeavoured  to  unravel  and  understand  what  the  cor¬ 
respondence  was  which  passed  under  mercantile  forms,  but  I  never 
succeeded.  The  post-oflice,  like  the  police,  catches  only  fools  \"—ld. 


wbicb  informers  may  be  found  bolding  elevated 
rank  in  society.  This  was  the  case  under  the 
consulate  and  under  the  empire ;  under  the  re¬ 
stored  government  of  the  Bourbons,  and  under 
Charles  X. ;  and,  if  confidence  is  to  be  placed  in 
French  writers,  this  continues  to  be  the  case  under 
the  government  of  Louis  Philippe.  Any  evil  prac¬ 
tice  once  firmly  established,  and  made  profitable  to 
the  agents,  is  hard  to  be  rooted  out. 

Placed  between  the  Jacobins  and  the  royalists, 
the  First  Consul  could  hardly  strike  any  very  great 
blow  at  one  party,  without  strengthening  the  other. 
He  therefore  did  what  the  Directory  had  done  before 
him  :  be  tried  to  keep  himself  up  by  balancing 
one  party  against  the  other,  and  by  weakening  both 
by  alternately  frightening  each.  To  the  royalists 
be  seemed  to  say,  “  If  you  do  not  attach  yourselves 
to  my  government,  the  Jacobins  will  rise  again,  and 
bring  back  the  Reign  of  Terror  and  its  scaffolds.” 
To  the  Jacobins,  to  the  men  of  the  revolution,  he 
said,  “  See,  the  counter-revolution  appears,  threat¬ 
ening  reprisals  and  vengeance  !  The  royalists  will 
have  their  fournees  and  their  scaffolds  :  they  will 
force  from  you  the  houses,  the  lands,  the  woods, 
all  the  property  that  once  were  theirs  :  I  alone  can 
protect  you  from  these  attacks !”  As  there  was 
no  intermediate  party  deserving  the  name  of  a  po¬ 
litical  party — as,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  en¬ 
lightened,  moderate,  patriotic  individuals — gentle¬ 
men,  who  were  isolated,  men  of  letters,  who  had  no 
longer  the  means  of  appealing  to  the  people,  or  of 
expressing  their  opinions  —  all  Frenchmen  who 
were  not  either  Jacobins  or  hot  Bourbonists  were 
mere  waiters  upon  events,  or  trimmers,  or  indif¬ 
ferent,  or  without  any  political  opinion  or  predi¬ 
lection,  but  eager  for  show  and  amusement,  and  as 
much  delighted  with  the  growing  splendour  of  the 
consular  court,  the  grand  reviews,  and  the  daily 
parades,  as  ever  their  forefathers  had  been  with 
the  full-blown  pomps  and  glories  of  Louis  XIV., 
the  task  of  Bonaparte  was  comparatively  an  easy 
one ;  and,  as  soon  as  he  had  neutralised  the  two 
great  factions  by  their  mutual  jealousies  and  fears, 
his  work  was  done,  his  despotic  empire  was  esta¬ 
blished.  But  a  despotism  was  the  only  form  of 
government  which  could  now  possibly  be  esta¬ 
blished  in  France ;  the  very  reasons  and  causes 
which  facilitated  and  unavoidably  led  to  its  esta¬ 
blishment  rendering  absolutely  impossible  the 
formation  of  any  free  republic  or  constitutional 
government.  It  is  idle  and  most  unfair  to  draw 
comparisons  between  men  placed  iu  such  essen¬ 
tially  difi'erent  circumstances,  and  at  the  head  of 
two  nations  or  peoples  so  opposite,  as  were  George 
Washington  and  Napoleon  Bonaparte  :  if  the  Cor¬ 
sican  had  possessed  all  the  American’s  love  of 
liberty,  if  Bonaparte  had  been  endowed  with  all 
Washington’s  republican  virtues,  he  must  have 
failed  miserably,  and  have  left  France  a  prey  to 
anarchy,  if  he  had  seriously  attempted  either  to 
preserve  the  republic  (or  rather  to  make  a  republic, 
for  none  had  ever  existed)  or  to  set  up  a  free  con¬ 
stitutional  throne. 
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At  the  commencement  of  the  consulate  the  exiled 
or  fugitive  members  of  the  Constituent  Assembly 
were  invited  to  return  to  France.  It  was  for  their 
own  sake,  and  to  please  the  moderate  royalists, 
that  the  First  Consul  recalled  them,  hut  it  was  to 
please  the  Jacobins  that  their  return  was  subjected 
to  restrictions  and  exceptions.  At  first,  the  invita¬ 
tion  to  return  to  France  extended  only  to  such  of 
the  members  of  the  first  legislature  as  had  voted  in 
favour  of  the  abolition  of  nobility,  titles,  &c.  About 
the  same  time  the  general  lists  of  emigrants  were 
closed,  and  committees  were  appointed  to  inves¬ 
tigate  their  claims  to  the  privilege  of  returning  and 
obtaining  re-possession  of  their  property. 

In  April,  180),  a  general  amnesty  was  granted 
to  all  emigrants  who  chose  to  return  to  France  and 
take  the  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  present  government. 
About  500  individuals  were,  however,  excepted, 
including  those  who  belonged  to  the  households 
of  the  Bourbon  princes,  those  who  had  been  at 
the  head  of  armed  bodies  of  royalists,  or  who  had 
held  rank  in  foreign  armies  employed  against  their 
country,  and  all  those  who  were  held  to  he  con¬ 
victed  of  treason.  The  property  of  the  returned 
emigrants  which  had  not  been  sold,  or  which  had 
not  been  appropriated  by  the  state  for  public  pur¬ 
poses,  was  to  be  restored  to  them.  But  no  laws 
were  fixed  to  determine  and  regulate  this  restitu¬ 
tion  ;  and  the  First  Consul  restored  or  withheld, 
gave  to  one  member  of  the  emigrant  family  or 
to  another,  just  in  proportion  as  he  found  the 
parties  disposed  to  enter  his  service  and  identify 
their  interests  with  his.  He  was,  besides,  by  no 
means  anxious  to  put  an  end  to  their  state  of  un¬ 
certainty  or  dependence.  He  rarely  gave  at  once 
all  that  it  was  in  his  power  to  give,  or  all  that  the 
amnesty  promised.  To  some  of  the  returned  emi¬ 
grants  he  would  restore  nothing  :  to  some  few,  who 
at  once  devoted  themselves  to  his  cause  or  to  their 
own  interests,  he  gave  more  than  they  or  their 
progenitors  had  ever  possessed  :  sometimes  he  re¬ 
stored  the  family  property,  or  such  a  fragment  of 
it  as  he  chose,  not  to  the  father  but  to  the  son,  and, 
if  the  younger  son  promised  to  serve  his  purposes 
better  than  the  elder,  he  gave  it  to  the  younger  ; 
and  sometimes,  acting  upon  the  republican  law 
which  established  an  equal  division  of  property, 
and  which  law  he  was  embodying  in  his  own 
grand  code,  he  divided  the  fragments  of  an  estate 
among  all  the  children  of  a  family.  As  a  general 
rule,  he  doled  out  the  property  piecemeal,  giving 
now  a  house,  now  another,  now  a  farm  or  a  wood, 
as  the  returned,  repentant  emigrant  rendered  him 
services  or  conciliated  his  good-will.  “  The  First 
Consul  had,  in  fact,  reserved  to  himself  the  faculty  of 
disposing,  under  whatever  pretexts  might  suit  him, 
of  the  fortune  and  fate  of  all  and  everybody.  This 
unheard-of  state  of  dependence  excuses  in  many 
respects  the  meanness  of  the  nation.  Can  any  one 
expect  a  universal  heroism  ?  And  did  it  not  require 
heroism  to  expose  oneself  to  ruin,  to  beggary,  and 
a  fresh  banishment,  which  might  be  brought  about 
at  any  time  by  the  application  of  some  revolu¬ 
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tionary  decree  ?  A  unique  concourse  of  circum¬ 
stances  placed  under  the  control  of  one  man  all  the 
laws  of  the  Reign  of  Terror,  and  all  the  vast  mili¬ 
tary  force  which  had  been  created  by  the  republican 
enthusiasm.  What  an  inheritance  was  this  for  an 
able  despot !”  * 

Bonaparte  calculated  that,  by  fostering  the 
Catholic  religion  and  entering  into  terms  with  the 
head  of  the  church  of  Rome,  he  should  detach 
the  pope  from  the  coalition  of  sovereigns,  and  the 
priests  of  France  from  the  royalists.  “  It  is  in¬ 
dispensable,”  said  he,  “  to  have  a  religion  for  the 
people;  and  equally  so  that  that  religion  should 
be  directed  by  the  government.  At  present  fifty 
bishops,  in  the  pay  of  England,  direct  the  French 
clergy.  We  must  destroy  that  influence;  we 
must  declare  the  Catholic  the  established  religion 
of  France,  as  it  is  the  faith  of  the  majority  of  the 
French  people.  We  must  re-organise  the  consti¬ 
tution  of  the  church.  The  First  Consul  will  appoint 
the  fifty  bishops ;  the  pope  will  induct  them ;  the 
bishops  will  appoint  the  parish  priests,  and  the 
people  will  pay  their  salaries.  They  must  all  take 
the  oath  of  fidelity ;  the  refractory  must  be  trans¬ 
ported.  The  pope,  in  grateful  return,  will  confirm 
our  sales  of  the  church  property :  he  will  conse¬ 
crate  the  revolution ;  the  people  will  sing  God  save 
the  Gallican  church !  For  this  some  will  call  me  a 
papist.  I  am  no  such  thing.  ...  I  am  no  believer 
in  particular  creeds  ;  but,  as  to  the  idea  of  a  God, 
look  to  the  heavens  and  say  who  made  that!”t 
These  were  words  uttered  in  council.  In  private 
he  said,  “  I  am  convinced  that  a  good  part  of 
France  would  become  Protestant,  especially  if  I 
were  to  favour  that  disposition.  But  I  am  also 
certain  that  a  still  greater  portion  of  those  who 
have  any  religion  at  all  would  remain  Catholics, 
and  would  oppose,  with  the  greatest  zeal  and 
fervour,  the  schism  of  their  fellow  citizens.  I 
dread  these  religious  quarrels,  which  have  been  so 
terrible  in  France — I  dread  the  family  dissensions 
and  the  public  distractions  which  a  change  to 
Protestantism  would  inevitably  occasion.  In  re¬ 
viving  a  religion  which  has  always  been  dominant 
in  the  country,  and  in  giving  the  liberty  of  exer¬ 
cising  their  worship  to  the  minority,  I  shall  satisfy 
every  one.  Without  establishing  a  church  separate 
from  that  of  Rome,  I  will  be  the  head  of  the 

church  in  France . In  every  country  religion 

is  useful  to  the  government,  and  those  who  govern 
ought  to  avail  themselves  of  it  in  order  to  main¬ 
tain  their  influence  over  mankind.  I  was  a  Ma- 
horamedan  in  Egypt;  I  am  a  Catholic  in  France. 
With  relation  to  the  •police  of  a  state  religion,  it 
ought  to  be  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  sovereign. 
Many  persons  urge  me  to  found  a  separate  Gallican 
church ;  but  before  I  can  resolve  on  such  a  mea¬ 
sure  the  old  pope  must  push  matters  to  extremities  ; 
but  I  believe  he  will  never  do  that.”  His  secre¬ 
tary  reminded  him  that  Cardinal  Consalvi  had 
said,  “  The  pope  will  do  all  the  First  Consul  de- 

•  Madame  do  Stael,  Considerations. 
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sires.”  “  That  is  the  best  course  he  can  take,” 
rejoined  Bonaparte ;  “  he  must  not  suppose  that 
he  has  to  do  with  an  idiot.  What  do  you  think  is 
the  point  his  negotiations  put  most  forward  ?  The 
immortal  salvation  of  mrj  soul !  But,  with  me, 
immortality  only  means  the  recollection  one  leaves 
in  the  memory  of  man !  That  idea  prompts  to 
great  actions  !  It  would  he  better  for  a  man  never 
to  have  lived  than  to  leave  behind  him  no  traces 
of  his  existence !”  *  He,  however,  continued 
through  life  to  declare  that  he  was  no  materialist, 
that  he  believed  at  least  in  the  existence  of  a  God, 
or  some  great  first  cause ;  and,  wishing  at  this  mo¬ 
ment  to  appear  to  believe  more  than  he  did,  he  was 
exceedingly  wroth  with  Lalande,  who,  while  he  was 
negotiating  his  concordat  with  the  pope,  wished 
to  insert  his  name  in  a  biographical  dictionary  of 
illustrious  atheists. t  After  a  long  correspondence, 
and  the  interchange  of  many  messages  and  com¬ 
pliments,  Pius  VII.  sent  Consalvi,  the  cardinal 
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secretary  of  state,  and  Archbishop  Spina,  to  Paris. 
Bonaparte,  not  deeming  it  delicate  to  leave  the 
negotiations  in  the  hands  of  that  stray  son  of  the 
church,  Talleyrand,  his  present  minister  for  foreign 
affairs  and  negotiator  general,  deputed  his  own 
brother  Joseph  to  treat  with  the  cardinal,  giving 
him  the  theological  assistance  of  the  Abbe  Bernier. 
As  a  great  many  of  the  constitutional  clergy,  or  of 
those  priests  who  had  swallowed  the  serment  civique, 
and  had  sworn  to  be  true  to  whatsoever  constitution 
had  been  made,  had  taken  wives  unto  themselves, 
Joseph  Bonaparte  proposed  to  do  away  with  the 
celibacy  of  the  clergy  ;  but  here  Consalvi,  who  had 
come  to  grant  almost  everything  which  might  be 
demanded,  it  being  felt  that  compliance  wdth  the 
will  of  the  Consul  offered  the  only  chance  of  saving 
the  states  of  the  church  in  Italy  from  being  an¬ 
nexed  to  the  Cisalpine  republic,  and  of  restoring 
something  like  a  religion  and  a  decent  worship  in 
France,  quoted  the  councils  and  unalterable  canons 
of  the  Romish  church,  and  declared  his  inability 
and  the  inability  of  the  pontiff  himself  to  entertain 
for  a  single  moment  such  a  proposition.  All  that 
could  be  done,  consistently  with  the  ancient  disci¬ 
pline  and  ancient  dogmas  of  the  church,  was  to 
secularize  and  absolve  from  their  vows  such  priests 
as  had  married  ;  and  this  the  cardinal  engaged  to 
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do.  At  last,  in  September,  1801,  the  Concordat 
w’as  concluded,  the  pope  making  several  conces¬ 
sions  which  had  never  been  granted  by  any  of  his 
predecessors.  He  sanctioned  the  sale  of  church 
property,  and  thus  brought  new  purchasers  into 
that  market,  for  the  devout  or  believing  part  of  the 
French  had  hitherto  abstained  from  buying  the 
confiscated  lands  and  property  of  the  church,  as 
from  an  impious,  sacrilegious  transaction.  He  sup¬ 
pressed  many  bishoprics,  which  had  certainly  been 
too  numerous  in  the  old  times  j  he  superseded  all 
bishops  who  refused  the  oath  of  fidelity  to  the 
government ;  and  he  agreed  that  the  First  Consul 
should  appoint  the  bishops,  subject  only  to  the 
approbation  of  the  Vatican,  which  was  to  bestow 
upon  them  the  canonical  institution.  The  bishops, 
in  concert  and  agreement  with  the  government, 
were  to  make  a  new  distribution  of  the  parishes  of 
their  respective  dioceses,  and  the  incumbents 
appointed  by  the  bishops  were  to  be  approved  by 
the  civil  authorities.  The  bishops,  of  course,  as 
w'ell  as  all  canons,  cures,  parish  priests,  and  clergy¬ 
men  whatsoever,  were  to  take  the  oath  of  fidelity  to 
the  present  government;  but,  not  satisfied  by  the 
general  and  comprehensive  oath,  Joseph,  for  his 
brother,  the  consul,  introduced  a  clause  binding 
them  all  to  swear  to  reveal  any  plots  v>hich,  they 
might  hear  of  against  the  stale.  This  clause  was 
inconsistent  with  the  canonical  vow  which  binds 
a  Catholic  priest  to  conceal  what  he  may  hear  in 
the  confessional ;  but  Consalvi  was  obliged  to 
admit  it.  The  total  abolition  of  convents  was  also 
confirmed,  and  various  clauses  were  introduced  as 
if  to  excuse  or  justify  the  violence  of  the  revolu¬ 
tionary  suppression  and  the  seizure  of  all  the  pro¬ 
perty  of  the  wealthy  monastic  orders.  By  pur¬ 
suing  this  course  themselves  with  respect  to  the 
great  order  of  Jesuits  many  years  before  the 
French  revolution,  the  popes  and  the  absolute 
sovereigns  of  Catholic  Europe  had  established  a 
precedent;  while  the  reforming  emperor,  Joseph, 
who,  at  a  period  subsequent  to  the  suppression 
of  the  Jesuits,  had  laid  his  bold  hands  on  the 
property  of  other  orders,  had  added  precedent  to 
precedent.  As  for  compensation  or  provision  for 
the  dispossessed  monks,  it  was  left  by  the  Con¬ 
cordat  much  as  it  was  before,  the  state  paying 
or  not  paying,  as  circumstances  might  be,  some 
pensions  of  the  slenderest  kind.  Upon  these  and 
other  conditions  it  was  proclaimed  on  the  part  of 
the  French  government,  that  the  Roman  Catholic 
religion  was  that  of  the  majority  of  Frenchmen  ; 
that  its  worship  should  be  free,  public,  and  pro¬ 
tected  by  the  authorities,  but  under  such  regula¬ 
tions  as  the  civil  power  should  think  proper  to 
prescribe;  that  the  active  clergy,  instead  of  having 
tithes,  domains,  &c.,  should  be  paid  and  provided 
for  by  the  state;  and  that  the  cathedrals  and 
parish  churches  should  be  restored  to  them. 

Although  signed  by  Consalvi,  this  Concordat 
met  with  considerable  opposition  at  the  court  of 
Rome,  where  several  canonists  and  theologians 
maintained  that  sundry  of  its  provisions  were 
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irregular,  uncanonical,  and  subversive,  not  merely 
of  the  temporal  rights  of  the  church,  but  also  of 
the  doctrines  and  principles  of  the  holy  faith. 
Pius  VII.  himself  had  his  scruples;  hut,  being 
above  all  things  anxious  for  peace  and  tranquillity, 
and  fearing  that,  if  he  did  not  accept  these  condi¬ 
tions,  worse  would  he  exacted  from  him,  he  sanc¬ 
tioned  and  confirmed  the  deed.  On  Easter  Sun¬ 
day,  1802,  the  Concordat  was  published  at  Paris, 
together  with  a  decree  of  the  consular  govern¬ 
ment,  containing  regulations  upon  matters  of  cle¬ 
rical  discipline,  which  w'ere  artfully  worded,  so 
as  to  make  them  appear  part  of  the  text  of  the 
original  Concordat.*  Nothing  was  done  by  Bona¬ 
parte  without  a  trick  in  it ;  there  was  a  trickiness 
or  some  double  meaning  even  in  the  best  of  his 
doings.  The  pope  afterwards  remonstrated,  but 
the  First  Consul  turned  a  deaf  ear  to  him.  The 
Concordat  must  have  this  rider  or  there  must  be 
no  Concordat  at  all :  the  will  of  Bonaparte  must 
be  absolute  in  regulating  the  discipline  of  the 
ministers  of  religion,  or  there  should  be  no  religion 
in  France.  Regulations  concerning  the  discipline 
of  the  Protestant  congregations  in  France  were 
issued  at  the  same  time;  and,  that  all  might  be 
dependent  on  the  government,  the  Protestant  mi¬ 
nisters,  like  the  Catholic  priests,  were  to  be  paid 
by  the  state.  In  no  cases  were  these  salaries  very 
high.  There  was  no  disposition  to  revive  the 
splendour  and  the  aristocracy  of  the  old  church  : 
there  was  to  be  a  rigid  equality  in  each  grade  of 
the  hierarchy,  in  rank  and  in  pay.  Ten  arch¬ 
bishops  were  to  have  a  salary  of  15,000  francs,  or 
about  600/.  a-year  each  ;  fifty  bishops  were  to  have 
10,000  francs,  or  about  4001.  a-year  each :  f  the 
parish  priests,  in  the  larger  parishes,  were  to  be 
paid  about  60/.  a-year  each,  and  in  the  smaller 
parishes  about  48/.  The  number  of  cures  and 
parish  priests  of  all  kinds  was  fixed  at  8000. 
To  give  proper  solemnity  to  the  promulgation  of 
the  Concordat,  the  First  Consul  resolved  that  it 
should  be  made  in  the  cathedral  church,  and  that 
his  court  and  principal  officers,  wuth  or  against 
their  wills,  should  attend  him  thither  in  high  state. 
Here  too  another  trick  was  necessary;  for  the 
consular  court  was  in  general  extremely  irre¬ 
ligious  ;  “  nor  could  it  be  expected  to  be  otherwise, 
being  composed  of  those  who  had  assisted  in  the 
annihilation  of  all  religious  worship  in  France, 


Ilist.  Pjivlement.  The  reijulations,  nr  ‘  Organic  Articles/  ns 
they  were  styled,  \vcre,  that  no  bull,  brief,  or  decision  from  Home 
should  be  Hcknowledgorl  in  France  without  the  previous  niiprobation 
ol  the  government ;  that  no  nuncio  or  apostolic  commission  should 
appear  in  France,  and  no  council  be  held,  without  a  similar  cousent  • 
that  all  appeals  against  abuses  of  discipline  should  be  laid  before  the 
cotineil  of  state  ;  tliat  professors  in  seminaries  should  subscribe  to  the 
four  artides  of  tlie  Gallican  diuvdi  of  1682  ;  that  no  iiriest  should  he 
ordained  unless  he  was  twenty-tive  \cars  of  afje,  and  liad  an  inde- 
I'.endenl  and  separate  incume  ol  snn  francs ;  and  lastly,  that  the  irraiul 
s  ioars  of  the  respective  dioceses  should  exercise  the  episeonal  au¬ 
thority  on  the  demise  of  the  bishop,  and  until  tlie  election  of  his  suc¬ 
cessor,  instead  ot  there  hciiiK  vicars  elected  nrf  M,c  hv  llie  resuectiie 
chapters  as  prescrihed  hy  the  Cotindl  of  Trent.  This  last  article  was 
most  disliked  by  the  court  of  lloiiic,  us  it  all'ecttHl  the  spiritual  iuris- 
diction  of  the  church.  ^  j  * 

t  ■!  he  hiNMiess  of  their  salaries,  and  their  oath  to  reveal  what  they 
miKht  hear  in  cutifession,  made  Sheridan  say,  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mnm,  tliat  Hnnajinrle  hml  ap])()iute(l  bisliop.s  with  the  salaries  of 
curates,  to  perform  the  oflice  oi  .spies. 
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and  of  men  who,  having  passed  their  lives  in 
camps,  had  oftener  entered  a  church  in  Italy 
to  purloin  a  painting  than  to  hear  the  mass.”* 
Some  of  the  military  chiefs  too  had  been  bred  in 
the  Protestant  faith;  some  of  them,  as  Moreau,  re¬ 
tained  in  full  force  their  republican  predilections, 
and  saw  clearly  that  this  setting  up  of  the  altar  was 
only  the  prelude  to  the  setting  up  of  a  throne  : 
perhaps  not  one  man  in  ten  among  them  either 
believed  with  Bonaparte  in  the  existence  of  a 
Supreme  Being,  or  had  agreed  with  Robespierre 
in  believing  the  immortality  of  the  soul.  But  to 
mass  they  must  all  go,  for  such  was  the  absolute 
will  of  the  First  Consul ;  and  therefore  Berthier, 
the  minister-at-war,  invited  them  to  a  breakfast, 
and  to  attend  the  levee  of  the  First  Consul,  who  took 
them  unawares  with  him  to  Notre  Dame,  f  But 
on  the  road  from  the  Tuileries  to  the  cathedral 
Lannes  and  Augereau  wanted  to  alight  from  the 
carriage  as  soon  as  they  discovered  that  they  were 
being  driven  to  mass  ;  and  it  required  an  express 
order  from  their  general-in-chief  to  prevent  their 
doing  so.  It  is  even  said  that  Lannes  at  one  mo¬ 
ment  did  get  out  of  the  coach  ;  and  that  Augereau 
kept  swearing,  in  no  low  whisper,  during  the  whole 
of  the  chanted  mass.  It  seems  to  be  admitted  on 
all  sides  that,  with  the  exception  of  some  who, 
without  having  any  religious  convictions,  possessed 
that  good  sense  which  induces  men  to  respect  the 
belief  of  others,  and  who  conducted  themselves 
with  some  regard  to  decency,  the  behaviour  of  all 
these  military  chiefs,  and  of  all  the  other  aggran¬ 
dized  children  of  the  revolution,  was  to  the  last 
degree  profane  and  indecorous.  The  First  Consul 
rode  in  the  state  carriage  of  the  Bourbon  kings, 
with  the  same  coachmen,  and  with  running  foot¬ 
men  by  the  coach-doors.  The  day  chosen  for  the 
ceremony  was  the  15th  of  August,  the  festival  of 
the'  Assumption — one  of  the  most  solemn  of  Ca¬ 
tholicism — and  destined  to  be,  after  a  few  more 
tricks  and  turns,  the  anniversary  of  St.  Napoleon  ; 
for  there  was  in  the  calendar  a  St.  Charlemagne, 
and  Bonaparte  determined  not  to  he  left  behind 
that  great  founder  of  an  empire.  He  had  selected 
the  Archbishop  of  Aix  to  officiate  and  to  in¬ 
augurate  the  Concordat,  because  that  prelate  had 
preached  the  coronation  sermon  in  the  cathedral 
of  Rheims  on  the  day  when  Louis  XVI.  was 
crowned. I  Both  mass  and  Te  Deum  were  sung, 
and  the  clergy,  to  the  accompaniment  of  one 
hundred  and  one  discharges  of  artillery,  struck  up 
Dornine,  salvos  fac  remimblicavi  et  consules — God 

*  Bourrii‘nne. 

•|-  Happ,  Bonaparte’s  favourite  and  most  ronfidcntial  aide-de-camp, 
•who  had  been  brought  up  as  a  Protestant,  knew  whal  was  meant  bv 
Berlhier’s  invitation,  and  positively  refused  to  attend  the  ceremonv, 
although  requested  by  the  First  Consul  himself.  **  Provided,”  s.aid 
Happ,  “  you  do  not  make  these  priests  your  aiiles-dc  camp,  or  your 
cooks,  you  may  do  with  them  what  you  like.”  This  Alsacian  was 
one  of  the  most  critical  ffourmets  of  Bonaparte’s  family  and  household, 
who,  altogether,  N\ere  early  distinguished  by  their  love  of  good  eating 
and  artistical  cooking.  As  a  special  favourite  he  was  excused  for 
remarks  which  were  never  pardoned  in  others. 

J  Two  motives  hud  determined  this  choice  :  the  ingenious  ho^rc 
that  the  more  he  imitated  tlieoUl  monarchy  the  more  be  promoted 
the  idea  of  naming  him  sovereign;  and  the  perfidious  design  of  so 
discrediting  the  Archbishop  of  Aix  as  to  render  him  entirely  de¬ 
pendent  upon  him.” — Madame  de  Stael,  Cunsideratims, 
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save  the  republic  and  the  consuls ! — assuredly  a 
proper  termination  to  so  stupendous  a  farce.  On 
the  next  day  Bonaparte  asked  one  of  the  republican 
generals  what  he  thought  of  the  ceremony.  “  0 !  it 
was  all  very  fine,”  replied  the  general ;  “  there  was 
nothing  wanting  except  the  million  of  men  who 
have  perished  in  the  pulling  down  of  what  you 
are  setting  up  again!”  The  brow  of  the  First 
Consul  was  clouded  by  this  hitter  remark.*  The 
savans  and  the  philosophes  whom  he  had  rallied 
round  his  person,  and  some  of  whom,  during  the 
sojourn  in  the  land  of  Egypt,  and  the  tedious 
voyage  from  that  country,  had  laboured,  with  all 
the  zeal  of  propagandists,  to  convert  him  to  a 
sheer  atheism  like  their  own,  appear  to  have  given 
him  considerable  trouble  at  this  time,  and  to  have 
frequently  made  him  blush  at  the  degrading  idea 
of  being  taken  for  one  who  believed  in  the  ex¬ 
ploded  absurdities  of  Christianity.  But,  while  on 
the  one  side  he  told  his  new  bishops  and  cures 
that  he  hoped  this  Concordat  would  revive  religious 
sentiments  in  France ;  and  that  in  his  opinion  the 
Catholic  religion,  the  only  one  founded  upon 
ancient  traditions,  was  the  most  likely  to  endure 
in  the  world,  he  said  to  that  great  luminary  of  the 
philosophes  and  unbelievers,  Cabanis — “  Do  you 
know  what  this  Concordat  really  is?  It  is  the 
vaccination  of  religion  ;  in  fifty  years  there  will  be 
no  more  religion  in  France  than  small-pox!”t 
He  resisted  the  endeavours  which  were  made  to 
persuade  him  to  perform  in  public  the  duties  im¬ 
posed  by  the  Catholic  religion.  To  those  who 
urged  that  his  high  example  was  required,  he  said 
angrily,  “  I  have  clone  enough  already.  I  have 
been  once  to  Notre  Dame.  Ask  me  no  more. 
You  will  never  obtain  your  object.  You  shall 
never  make  a  hypocrite  of  me  1”  [He  was,  how¬ 
ever,  a  hypocrite  vicariously,  and  that  too  by  doing 
criminal  violence  to  the  consciences  of  others  ;  for, 
on  certain  great  occasions,  he  obliged  his  generals, 
his  ministers,  and  his  courtiers,  to  attend  publicly 
to  the  offices  of  the  Catholic  church,  and  to  affect 
to  be  good  Catholics  for  him.]  At  length  he  con¬ 
sented  to  hear  mass  in-doors,  after  the  fashion  of 
the  kings ;  and  St.  Cloud  w^as  the  place  where 
this  ancient  usage  was  first  re-established.  But 
(still  another  trick)  he  directed  the  ceremony  to 
commence  sooner  than  the  time  announced,  in 
order  that  those  who  would  only  have  scoffed  at  it 
might  not  arrive  until  it  was  over.  When  he  de¬ 
termined  to  hear  mass  'publicly  on  Sundays  in  the 
Tuileries,  a  small  portable  altar  was  prepared  in  a 
room  into  which  his  cabinet  of  business  opened. 
“  This  room,”  says  Bourrienne,  “  had  been  Anne  of 
Austria’s  oratory.  The  small  altar  restoied  it,  for 

•  Bourrienne  attributes  the  sliarp  repartee  to  Augereau :  Tlii- 
i)amlea\i  and  Olivers,  with  more  probability,  put  it  in  the  mouth  of 
that  stanch  Jacobin  Republican  General  Delmas,  who  was  a  friend 
of  Moreau,  anil  exiled  from  Paris  shortly  after. 

t  Madame  de  Stael,  Considerations. — Vaccination  had  just  been  in¬ 
troduced  in  France,  or  at  least  first  widely  spread  there,  by  .M .  Liancourt 
de  Rochefoucauld,  one  of  the  noble  and  best  members  of  the  Consti¬ 
tuent  Assembly,  who  had  recently  been  recalled  from  iris  loirs’  exile  by 
the  decree  of  the  consular  government  which  has  been  noticed  in  the 
text.  Bonaparte  was  enchauted  with  tliis  great  discovery  in  medicine, 
saying  that  it  would  save  more  lives  per  annum  than  the  bloodiest  of 
wars  could  cost  him. 
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the  time,  to  its  original  destination  ;  but  during  all 
the  rest  of  the  week  this  oratory  was  used  as  a  bath¬ 
room.  On  Sunday,  the  door  of  communication 
was  thrown  wide  open,  and  we  heard  mass 
sitting  in  our  cabinet  of  business.  The  number 
of  persons  there  never  exceeded  three  or  four,  and 
the  First  Consul  seldom  failed  to  transact  some 
business  during  the  service,  which  never  lasted 
longer  than  twelve  minutes.  Next  day  all  the 
papers  had  the  news  that  the  First  Consul  had 
heard  mass  in  his  apartments.” 

Fouche,  a  renegade  priest,  a  distinguished  mem¬ 
ber  of  “  La  Congregation  de  I’Oratoire”  when  the 
revolution  began,  but  who  had  declared  himself  an 
atheist,  and  had  sought  to  overthrow  Robespierre 
by  means  of  atheism,  was  now,  as  minister  of  police, 
charged  with  the  duty  of  settling  the  new  clergy  in 
their  sees  and  livings.  He  addressed  a  circular 
letter  to  the  prefects  of  departments,  commanding 
them  to  exercise  a  sharp  surveillance  over  the 
priests,  and  to  draw  a  proper  distinction  between 
such  as  had  been  allowed  to  return  from  their  emi¬ 
gration  or  deportation,  and  such  as  had  had  no  need 
of  pardon,  namely,  “  the  men,  born  of  the  revolu¬ 
tion,  who  have  always  been  faithful  to  it,  who  have 
united  their  fate  to  that  of  the  republic,  and  who 
do  not  cease  preaching,  to-day,  their  love  and  re¬ 
spect  to  the  government,  both  by  their  discourses 
and  by  their  example.”*  This  invidious  distinction 
was  intended  to  exclude  altogether  the  priests  who 
had  resisted  the  revolutionary  torrent  and  refused 
the  serment  civique — the  only  part  of  the  clergy 
who,  down  to  the  time  of  this  Concordat,  could  lay 
any  claim  to  orthodoxy.  But,  without  Fouche’ s 
and  his  master’s  restrictions,  many  of  these  priests 
were  determined  not  to  return  to  France,  preferring 
to  gain  their  livelihoods  in  foreign  countries  by 
teaching  their  language,  or  to  be  supported  by  the 
charity  of  their  co-religionists,  to  the  recognising 
of  a  Concordat  extorted  from  the  pope,  and  to 
taking  the  oaths  to  a  government  which  they  held 
to  be  illegal,  irreligious,  impious.  The  most  con¬ 
scientious,  the  most  high-minded  of  the  clergy, 
either  remained  in  exile,  or,  returning,  declined 
joining  the  new  establishment.  Of  seventeen 
bishops  and  archbishops  who  w'ere  residing  in 
England,  oidy  four  submitted  to  the  will  ot  the 
First  Consul.  Of  the  prelates  residing  in  France, 
eight  resigned  into  the  hands  of  the  pope’s  legate 
the  sees  they  held  previously  to  the  revolution, 
rather  than  acknowledge  the  Concordat  and  take 
the  oaths  to  the  present  government.  [In  the 
Concordat  itself  Pius  had  been  made  to  say  that, 
for  the  good  of  the  church  and  the  sake  of  union, 
he  confidently  expected  from  the  French  prelates 
every  kind  of  sacrifice,  even  to  that  of  their  sees.] 
Several  pamphlets  made  their  appearance  even 
in  Paris,  complaining  of  the  wrongs  done  to  the 
church,  of  the  violence  offered  to  the  conscience  of 
true  believers,  and  of  the  degrading  compromise 
made  between  Materialism  and  Catholicism  ;  and 

*  Letter  to  tlie  Prefects,  in  Capefigue,  L’Europe  pendant  le  Cousulat 
et  r  Empire  do  Napoleon. 
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in  the  seminary  of  St.  Sulpice  an  opposition  to  some 
of  the  clauses  of  the  Concordat  was  got  up  by  the 
Abbes  Emmery  and  Fournier.  To  stop  all  dis¬ 
cussion,  Bonaparte  set  Fouche  and  his  police  in 
motion  :  the  pamphlets  were  seized  and  burned ; 
severe  measures  were  taken  to  prevent  the  printing 
of  such  things  in  future;  the  Abbe  Fournier  was 
seized  and  thrown  into  a  mad-house ;  within  a 
month  after  the  promulgation  of  the  Concordat, 
150  ecclesiastics  were  arrested  in  the  single 
diocese  of  Paris  ;  and  under  the  least  pretext  of 
resistance,  bishops,  abbes,  cur^s,  vicars,  w^ere 
thrown  into  the  Temple,  the  dungeons  of  Vin¬ 
cennes,  or  some  other  of  the  fifty-seven  new  pri¬ 
sons  of  Paris.  On  the  other  hand,  nothing  could 
well  exceed  the  base  flattery  and  extravagant  eulo- 
giums  of  the  leaders  of  that  part  of  the  clergy 
which  submitted.  Not  merely  in  state-addresses, 
but  in  sermons  delivered  from  the  pulpit,  and  in 
pastoral  letters,  charges,  and  catechisms  distri¬ 
buted  all  over  France,  they  called  the  Corsican 
general  the  Envoy  of  God,  the  Instrument  of  his 
Decrees,  the  Representative  of  Providence  upon 
Earth ;  they  spontaneously  sang  Te  Deums  for  the 
bloodiest  of  his  victories  over  the  independence  of 
nations  ;  they  proclaimed  that  words  could  not  ex¬ 
press  the  extent  of  the  services  he  was  rendering  to 
Almiqhtij  God,  and  to  themselves.  These  w'ere  not 
things  proper  to  revive  religious  sentiments  among 
a  scoffing,  incredulous  people.  All  that  the  Con¬ 
cordat  did  was  to  give  some  liberty  of  worship  to 
the  believing  part  of  the  community — a  minority 
which  in  1802  is  stated  broadly  to  have  been  less 
than  one-third  of  the  French  nation — and  to  gra¬ 
tify  the  peasantry,  who  were  not  sufficiently  en¬ 
lightened  or  keen-sighted  to  discover  the  true  nature 
of  the  new  establishment.  Whatever  may  have 
been  his  real  intention  in  making  this  Concordat 
and  organising  this  bastard  Catholic  church,  it  is 
an  indisputable  fact  that  his  system  acted  like 
vaccination  upon  small-pox — that  there  was  both 
less  small-pox  and  less  religion  in  France  at  the 
downfall  of  Bonaparte  in  1814,  than  existed  in 
1801  when  he  first  meddled  with  church  affairs.* 
According  to  the  St.  Helena  memoir-writers,  he, 
however,  at  the  very  end  of  his  career,  expressed 
himself  satisfied  with  the  result  of  his  measures, 
affirming  that  he  never  repented  of  having  signed 
the  Concordat ;  that  it  was  a  great  political  mea¬ 
sure  ;  that  it  gave  him  influence  over  the  pope, 
and  through  him  over  a  great  part  of  the  world, 
and  especially  over  Italy,  rvhere  the  mass  of  the 
people  were  good  Catholics  ;  and  that  he  might 
one  day  have  been  in  a  condition  to  direct  the 
papal  councils  altogether,  or  to  be  pope  over  the 
pope.  The  same  authorities  add  that  he  said, 
“  Had  there  been  no  pope,  one  ought  to  have  been 
made  for  the  occasion  ” — a  parody  of  the  more  im¬ 
pious  idea  expressed  by  Robespierre,  that,  if  there 
tvere  no  God,  one  ought  to  have  been  invented,  t 

•  Cnpofisup,  Le  Consulat  ot  I’Empiro. — Madtimo  de  Star.1,  Consi- 
(Irrations. — Thibaudeau,  Hist,  du  Consulat. 

+  Lu^rasea;  General  (  ourgaud. — A  t-peciil  b  ill  was  issutd,  le- 
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Bonaparte  had  now  a  church  of  his  own  ;  but, 
in  addition  to  a  church,  he  held  some  sort  of  nobi¬ 
lity,  or  decorated  order,  as  essential  to  the  monarchy 
he  was  manufacturing.  This  nobility  or  order  was 
to  originate  solely  in  himself,  to  date  from  the  date 
of  his  power,  and  to  be  even  more  dependent  upon 
him  than  was  the  new  clergy.  Here,  however,  it 
was  necessary  to  proceed  wdth  caution,  for,  although 
they  had  lost  the  very  notion  of  liberty,  the  French 
still  clung  to  the  dogma  of  equality  ;  and,  after  all 
his  delays,  ruses,  and  manoeuvres,  this  project  en¬ 
countered  a  stronger  opposition  than  almost  any 
other.  Thibaudeau  and  others  in  the  very  council 
of  state  dared  to  argue  that  the  scheme  of  the 
Legion  of  Honour  was  diametrically  opposed  to  all 
the  principles  of  the  revolution  ;  that  the  abolition 
of  titles  had  not  taken  place  under  the  Terrorists, 
but  under  the  Constituent  Assembly,  wffiich  met  at 
the  commencement  of  the  revolution,  and  which 
consisted  of  the  most  enlightened  and  best  men ; 
that  the  French  nation  was  indeed  much  alive  to 
honours  and  distinctions,  but  that  this  their  natural 
feeling  now  yielded  to  their  passion  for  equality  ; 
that,  though  distinctions  of  rank  w'ere  indispensable 
in  a  monarchy,  they  were  a  never-failing  source  of 
irritation  in  a  republic  [some  of  these  silly  men 
could  still  imagine  that  a  republic  existed  and  was 
to  continue] ;  that  the  immediate  and  inevitable 
tendency  of  this  order  of  knighthood  would  be  to 
run  into  a  military  and  hereditary  nobility ;  that 
the  Legion  of  Honour  involved  within  itself  all  the 
elements — individual  distinction,  powder,  honours, 
titles,  and  fixed  revenues — which  in  other  countries 
and  times  had  led  to  an  hereditary  nobility  ;  that, 
in  fact,  an  hereditary  noblesse  could  never  have 
commenced  its  career  with  greater  advantages ; 
that  the  Legion  would  be  an  intermediate  body, 
alike  contrary  to  the  text  of  the  constitution  and 
to  the  fundamental  principles  of  the  revolution. 
They  said,  too,  it  was  as  unclassical  as  it  was  un¬ 
republican  :  “  Crosses  and  ribands  are  the  pillars 
of  an  hereditary  throne ;  they  were  unknown  to 
the  Romans,  who  conquered  the  world !”  Bona¬ 
parte,  who  could  bandy  Romanisms  with  the  best 
of  them,  and  who  quoted,  as  he  understood  it, 
Roman  history  as  frequently  as  any  of  them, 
reminded  them  that,  though  those  ancient  repub¬ 
licans  might  not  have  used  ribands  and  crosses, 
they  had  their  distinctions  of  rank  nicely  defined 
and  rigidly  established — they  had  their  patricians, 
their  equestrian  order,  their  knights  and  citizens  ; 
and  for  each  of  these  classes  they  had  a  separate 
costume  :  and,  when  high  achievements  were  to  be 
rewarded,  they  had  their  laurel  wreaths,  their 
mural  crowns,  their  triumphs.  Giving  to  Brutus 
another  and  a  more  correct  character  than  that 
which  he  had  enjoyed  among  the  sans-culotlists, 

lieving  from  his  clerical  vows  foreign  minister  Talleyrand,  who  there* 
u])on  es^toused,  in  u  more  regular  manner,  the  frail  lady  N>hom  Sir 
Pnilip  Francis  had  dishonoured  and  deserted.  [See  ante,  vol,  ii. 
p.  178.] 

Napoleon’s  maternal  uncle,  the  Abbe  Fesch,  who,  during  the  revo¬ 
lutionary  stoim.'^,  had  been  ritizen  Fesch,  now  returned  to  the  clerical 
]u<)lps«ion,  r«'ceiving  the  eardintil's  hut  from  Home,  and  the  arch* 
l.ichopiic  cl’  Lyons  from  his  loving  nepliew. 
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he  called  him  the  greatest  of  all  aristocrats,  who 
had  slain  Caesar  only  because  Caesar  wished  to  de¬ 
grade  the  senate  and  exalt  the  people.  Coming 
closer  to  the  point,  he  defied  them  to  show  him  a 
republic,  ancient  or  modern,  where  distinctions 
among  men  had  not  prevailed.  He  went  on,  in 
his  rapid  manner  :  “  I  would  not  say  so  much  in 
the  Tribunate ;  but  in  a  council  of  state  nothing 
should  be  concealed.  I  have  no  conception  that 
this  passion  for  liberty  and  equality  is  to  be  last¬ 
ing  in  France.  The  French  people  have  not  been 
so  far  altered  by  ten  years  of  revolution  ;  they  are 
still  as  gallant  and  as  volatile  as  their  ancestors  the 
Gauls.  They  have  but  one  prevailing  sentiment, 
and  that  is  honour.  Only  observe  how  they  are 
struck  by  the  ribands  and  orders  of  the  foreigners 
the  peace  has  brought  among  us !  This  reveals 
their  secret  predilection.  [If  the  visionary  phi- 
losophes  and  mad  enthusiasts  who  began  the  revo¬ 
lution  had  reflected  on  these  facts,  on  the  character 
of  the  French  people  as  constantly  displayed  through 
eighteen  centuries,  what  an  ocean  of  blunders  and 
of  blood  might  have  been  spared!]  ....... 

If  you  judge  of  this  institution  according  to  the 
prejudices  produced  by  ten  years  of  revolution, 
it  may  appear  worse  than  useless ;  but  if  you 
consider  that  we  are  placed  after  a  revolution, 
and  called  upon  to  reconstruct  society,  you 
will  form  a  very  different  opinion  of  it.  For 
ten  years  you  have  been  constantly  talking  about 
making  institutions  ;  but  what,  after  all  this  talk, 
has  been  done? — Nothing  !  The  moment  had  not 
yet  arrived  but  now  it  is  come.  Everything  has 
been  destroyed ;  we  must  now  begin  to  create. 
We  have,  indeed,  a  nation  and  a  government,  but 
they  are  united  by  a  rope  of  sand.  There  exist  at 
the  same  time  amongst  us  several  of  the  old  privi¬ 
leged  classes,  who  are  organised  by  a  unity  of  prin¬ 
ciples  and  interests,  and  who  will  always  pursue 
one  definite  object.  But  we,  the  children  of  the  re¬ 
volution,  are  scattered,  without  union,  without  any 
fixed  system  or  lasting  bond  of  connexion.  As 
long  as  I  survive  I  will  answer  for  the  republic  ; 
but  we  must  consider  what  is  likely  to  happen  after 
my  death.  If  you  suppose  the  republic  to  be  defi¬ 
nitely  established,  you  were  never  in  your  lives 
more  mistaken.  Do  you  suppose  you  can  trust 
the  people  for  the  preservation  of  your  institutions  ? 
If  you  do,  believe  me,  you  are  mistaken.  The 
people  would  in  a  short  time  shout  ‘Vive  le  Roi!’ 
or  ‘Vive  la  Ligue!’  with  as  much  alacrity  as 
they  now  cry  ‘  Vive  la  Rt^publique !’  It  is  neces¬ 
sary  therefore  to  give  a  lasting  direction  to  the  im¬ 
pulse  of  the  people,  and  to  prepare  instruments  for 
that  purpose.”*  What  Bonaparte  knew,  he  knew 
well;  but  none  of  his  knowledge  was  so  perfect  as 
that  which  he  possessed  of  the  character  of  the 
French  people.  In  private  he  said  that  the  main 
object  of  the  revolution  was  the  extinction  of 
castes,  not  of  ranks ;  that  vanity,  the  ruling  prin¬ 
ciple  of  the  French,  was  at  the  bottom  of  all  the 
convulsions  of  the  Revolution ;  that  it  was  the 
•  TUibaudeau. 


sight  of  the  ancient  noblesse  enjoying  privileges 
and  distinctions  to  which  they  could  not  aspire 
which  filled  the  tiers  etat  with  inextinguishable 
and  natural  animosity.  He  represented  that  there 
was  a  great  difference  between  rewarding  indivi¬ 
dual  merit  and  conferring  hereditary  rank;  that 
the  cross  of  the  Legion  of  Flonour  was  not  meant 
to  descend  from  father  to  son,  but  to  be  worn  only 
by  the  man  who  won  it  by  his  merits  and  his 
achievements.  Nor  w'as  it  to  be  confined  to  the 
military ;  on  the  contrary,  every  class  of  civilians, 
the  lawyer,  the  physician,  the  man  of  science,  the 
man  of  letters,  might  win  it  and  wear  it,  and  espe¬ 
cial  care  would  be  taken  to  award  it  to  the  most 
eminent  men  in  every  civil  department.  The 
humblest  citizen  in  France  might  aspire  to  the 
highest  honours  of  the  order  :  the  cross  would  be 
conferred  on  the  field  of  battle  on  the  general  of  a 
division,  on  the  colonel  of  a  regiment,  on  the  ser- 
jeant,  or  on  the  common  soldier  in  the  lines.  Not¬ 
withstanding  the  force  of  these  arguments,  tlie 
power  of  the  First  Consul,  and  the  immense  influ¬ 
ence  of  his  position,  the  opposition  to  this  creation 
of  the  Legion  of  Honour  was  very  great.  The 
Concordat  did  not  encounter  nearly  so  much  resist¬ 
ance,  whence  it  has  been  argued  that  the  dislike 
of  the  French  to  the  re-establishment  of  the  old  reli¬ 
gion  was  much  less  violent  than  their  hatred  of  what 
they  deemed  an  attack  on  the  holy  rights  of  equa¬ 
lity.  The  Concordat  w'as  opposed  only  by  7  voices 
against  78  in  the  Tribunate,  and  by  21  against 
228  in  the  Legislative  Body  :  the  Legion  of  Ho¬ 
nour  was  only  carried  by  14  against  10  in  the 
Council  of  State,  56  against  38  in  the  Tribunate, 
and  166  against  110  in  the  Legislative  Body.  Out 
of  394  voters  in  all,  the  majority  obtained  was  only 
78.  Surprised  and  hurt  at  so  feeble  a  majority, 
the  First  Consul  said  in  the  evening,  “  Ah  1  I  see 
clearly  these  equality  prejudices  are  still  very 
strong.  I  ought  to  have  waited  a  little  longer. 
It  was  not  a  matter  of  such  urgency.  But  it  must 
be  ow'ned  the  speakers  in  favour  of  the  measure 
have  defended  it  very  badly.  That  strong  mino¬ 
rity  I  dislike  : — they  have  not  judged  me  fairly  !” 
His  private  secretary  begged  him  to  be  calm  ; — • 
“  Without  doubt,”  said  he,  “it  would  have  been 
better  to  wait  a  little  longer ;  but  the  thing  is  done ; 
and  you  will  soon  find  that  the  taste  for  these  dis¬ 
tinctions  is  not  gone  by.  It  is  a  taste  inherent  in 
the  nature  of  man.  You  may  expect  extraordi¬ 
nary  advantages  from  this  creation — you  will  soon 
see  its  effects.”  Bourrienne  was  quite  right;  the 
returned  noblesse  became  mightily  pleased  with 
the  institution  ;  the  most  thorough-paced  Jacobins, 
some  of  the  most  vehement  of  the  liberty  and 
equality  professors,  began  to  covet  the  ribands 
and  the  crosses ;  and  these  things  were  soon  worn 
by  many  who  had  been  foremost  in  voting  the 
eternal  abolition  in  France  of  all  orders  and  dis¬ 
tinctions  whatsoever.  The  Legion  of  Honour  was 
established  with  great  pomp,  and  proclaimed  a 
law  of  the  state  on  the  19th  of  May,  1802.  It 
gradually  embraced  many  thousands  of  individuals 
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of  nearly  every  possible  character,  condition  and  [ 
profession,  not  excepting  fiddlers  and  singers, 
whom  he  much  liked,  and  poets  and  rhymesters, 
whom  the  Consul  sincerely  scorned.  He  had 
not  in  the  slightest  degree  overrated  the  avidity 
with  which  the  distinction  would  be  sought ;  to 
obtain  it,  gallant  and  most  daring  deeds  were  per¬ 
formed  in  war,  and  pride  and  conscience  were 
sacrificed  by  many  of  the  noblesse,  as  also  by  re¬ 
publican  writers,  orators,  and  savans ;  and  every 
man  that  obtained  the  decoration  took  care  to 
exhibit  it  in  all  times  and  places,  wearing  it  as 
constantly  as  the  devout  or  superstitious  wear  the 
Agnus  Dei,  or  the  amulet  which  is  to  preserve  the 
body  from  harm  and  the  soul  from  the  evil  one. 

Before  passing  the  Concordat  and  establishing 
the  Legion  of  Honour,  ten  more  years  had  been 
added  to  the  original  ten  years  for  which  Bonaparte 
had  been  elected  First  Consul ;  and  before  the  festi¬ 
val  of  the  Assumption,  the  15th  of  August,  the  to 
be  St.  Napoleon’s  day,  when  the  Concordat  was 
inaugurated  in  Notre  Dame  with  mass  and  Te 
Deum  and  a  royal  salvo,  he  was  proclaimed  Con¬ 
sul  for  life.  His  brother  Lucien,  who  subse¬ 
quently  felt  or  pretended  a  disgust  of  his  tyranny 
and  an  impatience  of  his  rule,  a  passionate  love  for 
liberal  institutions  and  representative  governments, 
contributed  as  much  as  any  one  single  man  in 
promoting  Napoleon’s  usurpations,  in  smoothing 
difficulties,  in  feeling  the  way  for  him,  and  in  re¬ 
moving  obstacles.  But  for  Lucien  and  his  ora¬ 
tory  and  civil  courage,  the  revolution  of  the  19th 
Brumaire  would  have  run  all  counter,  and,  instead 
of  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred  jumping  out  of 
the  back  windows  of  St.  Cloud,  General  Bonaparte 
might  have  been  sent  a  prisoner  to  the  Temple,  Since 
then  Lucien,  once  the  little  Jacobin  dictator  of  St. 
Maximin,  had  rendered  many  and  important  ser¬ 
vices,  some  of  them  public  and  some  of  them  very 
private  indeed;  and  there  appeared  to  be,  in  his 
eyes,  no  effort  or  sacrifice  too  great  if  it  had  a  ten¬ 
dency  to  seat  his  brother  on  an  hereditary  and  ab¬ 
solute  throne.  Lucien  had  something  to  do  in 
every  preparatory  trick ;  many  of  these  tricks  were 
of  his  own  devising,  and  in  others  the  task  of  exe¬ 
cution  was  his. 

In  the  month  of  December,  1800,  while  Fouche 
was  hunting  for  plots  and  conspiracies,  and  for 
writings  against  the  established  consular  govern¬ 
ment,  he  fell  upon  a  pamphlet  entitled  ‘  A  Parallel 
between  Caesar,  Cromwell,  and  Bonaparte,’  and 
sent  it  with  an  alarming  letter  to  the  First  Consul. 
Bonaparte  being  out  at  the  time,  his  confidential 
secretary  read  the  pamphlet,  and  found  that  it 
openly  advocated  hereditary  monarchy.  He  had 
scarcely  read  it  through,  and  laid  it  upon  the  Con¬ 
sul’s  table,  when  Bonaparte  entered  the  room,  took 
up  the  pamphlet,  and  pretended  to  look  through  it. 
After  a  while  he  asked  Bourrienne  whether  he  had 
read  the  hrochvre,  and  what  he  thought  of  it? 
Tlie  secretary  replied  that  he  thought  it  was  calcu¬ 
lated  to  produce  an  unfavourable  effect  upon  the 
public  mind,  as  it  revealed  prematurely  his  monar¬ 
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chical  views.  Bonaparte  threw  the  pamphlet  on 
the  ground  as  if  contemptuously.  Next  day,  other 
copies  of  the  pamphlet  were  sent  to  the  First  Con¬ 
sul  by  some  of  the  prefects  of  the  departments 
nearest  to  Paris,  who  complained  of  the  mischiev¬ 
ous  effect  the  publication  was  producing.  One  of 
these  prefects  even  said  that  it  was  calculated  to 
direct  against  him  the  poignards  of  fresh  assassins. 
After  reading  these  letters,  the  duplex  or  triplex 
Consul  said,  “Bourrienne,  send  for  Fouche;  he 
must  come  instantly,  and  give  an  account  of  this 
matter.”  In  half  an  hour  the  cold-blooded  minis¬ 
ter  of  police  w'as  in  the  Consul’s  cabinet.  Feign¬ 
ing  astonishment  and  anger,  Bonaparte  said, 
“  Fouche,  what  pamphlet  is  this  ?  What  are 
people  saying  about  it  in  Paris?”  “  General,  there 
is  but  one  opinion  as  to  its  dangerous  tendency.” 
“  Then  why  did  you  allow  it  to  appear  ?”  “  Gene¬ 
ral,  I  was  obliged  to  show  some  consideration  for 
the  author  of  it.”  “  The  author  !  What  author  ? 
What  consideration  ?  What  do  you  mean  ?  You 
should  have  sent  him  to  the  Temple!”  “But, 
General,  your  brother  Lucien,  minister  of  the  in¬ 
terior,  patronises  this  pamphlet.  It  has  been  print¬ 
ed  and  published  by  his  order.  In  short,  I  have 
discovered  that  the  pamphlet  comes  from  the 
Home  Office !”  Then,  in  the  true  old  Brutus  tone 
which  might  have  gulled  the  Jacobin  Club  in  for¬ 
mer  days,  but  w'hich  could  not  for  a  moment  im¬ 
pose  upon  the  two  men  who  now  heard  him,  Fouche 
and  Bourrienne,  the  First  Consul  rejoined — “  No 
matter  for  that  1  What  signifies  his  being  my 
brother?  Your  duty,  as  minister  of  police,  was  to 
arrest  Lucien  and  send  him  to  the  Temple.  The 
fool  does  nothing  but  contrive  how  he  can  commit 
me  !”  And  with  these  words  he  rushed  out  of  the 
room,  violently  slamming  the  door  to  after 
him.  A  smile  which  had  been  suppressed  now 
curled  the  colourless  lip  of  the  renegade  priest : 
“  Send  the  author  to  the  Temple,”  said  he,  “  hem ! 
That  would  be  no  easy  matter !  As  soon  as  I  made 
the  discovery  I  w'ent  to  Lucien  to  point  out  the 
dangerous  imprudence  he  had  committed.  He 
made  me  no  answer,  but  went  and  got  tbe  original 
manuscript,  which  he  showed  me,  and  which  con¬ 
tained  corrections  and  annotations  in  the  First 
Consul’s  own  hand  writing!”  As  soon  as  Lucien 
heard  what  had  passed  with  the  minister  of 
police,  he  also  came  running  to  the  Tuileries, 
to  reproach  his  brother  with  having  thrust  him 
forward  to  write  the  pamphlet,  and  then  aban¬ 
doned  him.  “It  is  all  your  own  fault,”  said 
the  First  Consul ;  “  you  have  allowed  yourself  to 
be  caught.  So  much  the  worse  for  you  !  Fouche 
is  too  cunning  for  you.  You  are  a  mere  fool  com¬ 
pared  with  Fouchd.”  Lucien  resigned  his  office  of 
home  minister,  and  was  appointed  plenipotentiary 
at  the  court  of  Madrid,  where  there  was  business 
to  do,  and  money  to  be  made  ;  and  where,  as  is 
reported,  Lucien  availed  himself  so  well  of  the 
latter  opportunity  as  to  return  from  his  diplomatic 
mission  richer  by  some  millions  of  francs  than  he 
was  when  he  wrote  the  parallel  between  Caesar, 
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Cromwell,  and  Bonaparte.  Other  essays  to  pre¬ 
pare  the  public  mind  for  monarchy  and  a  new 
sacred  hereditary  right  in  the  Corsican  family  met 


Lucien  Bonapabte, 


with  better  success  than  Lucien’s  pamphlet ;  and 
nearly  every  word  and  deed  of  the  First  Consul 
tended  to  accustom  the  French  to  those  ideas.  As 
the  pear  grew  ripe  less  precaution  was  observed ; 
but,  to  the  last  moment,  there  was  a  veil  of  hypocrisy 
thrown  over  it,  and  Bonaparte  gave  himself  the  air 
of  being  absolutely  forced  to  pluck  and  eat  the  tempt¬ 
ing,  luscious  fruit.  It  is  supposed  that  it  was  at  this 
particular  point  of  his  career  that  he  most  brought 
into  play  those  principles  of  duplicity  and  dissimu¬ 
lation  which  are  commonly  called  Machiavellian  ; 
and  that  trickery,  falsehood,  cunning,  and  affected 
moderation  were  never,  by  any  man,  put  into  play 
with  more  talent  and  success.*  The  trick  which 
had  been  played  upon  Lucien  in  the  year  1800 
did  not  prevent  that  personage  from  playing  fresh 
tricks  himself  in  1802,  or  cool  in  any  degree  his 
zeal  for  making  his  brother  a  king,  or  more  than 
king.  Lucien  was  the  most  active  and  violent 
propagator  of  the  monarchic  and  hereditary  ideas  ; 
and  he  pursued  his  vocation  of  apostle  with  con¬ 
stancy  and  address.  Among  the  other  warm  apostles 
were  Rcederer,  the  procureur  syndic,  who,  on  the 
10th  of  August,  1792,  had  given  Louis  XVL 
the  fatal  advice  to  quit  the  Tuileries  and  seek 
refuge  in  the  National  Assembly,  who  had  played 
a  double  or  equivocal  part  through  all  the  revolu¬ 
tion,  and  who  had  aided  materially  in  the  coup 
d'etat  of  the  18th  Brumaire;  Regnaud  de  St.  Jean 
d’Angely,  who  had  been  one  of  the  fiercest  of  the 
republicans,  originating  or  proposing  in  the  Con¬ 
vention  some  of  the  most  terrible  decrees,  and  who 
had  voted  for  the  death  of  Louis  XVI.  and  the 
eternal  abolition  of  royalty;  and  Fontanes,  a  litte¬ 
rateur,  journalist,  and  mediocre  poet,  from  Niort, 
who  devoted  himself  to  the  star  of  Bonaparte  as 
soon  as  it  rose  above  the  horizon,  and  who,  in 
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French  phraseology,  “  had  at  that  time  inspired 
with  a  tender  passion  Eliza,  eldest  sister  of  the 
Consul,”*  and  (be  it  said  parenthetically)  the  wife 
of  another  man — of  Felice-Pasqviale  Bacciochi, 
a  very  poor  but  nobly  born  Corsican  officer, 
who  subsequently,  by  grace  of  his  w'anton  wife, 
became  Prince  of  Lucca  and  Piombino.  Lu¬ 
cien,  who  some  ten  years  afterwards  inflicted 
upon  the  world  an  epic  poem  of  his  own  compo¬ 
sition, f  supposed  to  be  the  most  tedious  even  of 
that  class  of  compositions  in  modern  days,  figured 
as  the  Maecenas  of  the  new  Augustus,  collecting 
around  him  all  the  readiest  and  most  pliable  littt?- 
rateurs  of  Paris,  giving  them  their  cue  on  their 
themes,  and  paying  them  with  money,  places,  or 
promises  for  the  work  they  did.  These  men  repre¬ 
sented  incessantly  that  the  great  man  who  had 
conquered  the  nations  of  Europe,  and  none  but  he, 
could  preserve  the  glory  of  France,  undo  the  evils 
and  perpetuate  the  good  which  the  revolution  had 
done,  and  give  to  the  French  people  the  rational 
freedom,  the  happiness,  the  stable  institutions  of 
which  they  stood  in  need.  The  w'ords  “  stability 
and  order  ”  w'ere  now  constantly  resounding  in 
every  ear,  and  introduced  in  every  page  of  printed 
paper ;  and  under  the  cloak  of  these  two  fine  w'ords 
the  entire  subversion  of  liberty  and  the  erection  of 
a  despotism  w'ere  concealed.  They  found  a  people 
w'earied  out  by  a  long  excitement  and  anxious  only 
for  order  and  tranquillity  at  home,  and  glory  and 
conquest  abroad ;  a  people  that  did  not  moan  or 
sigh  over  the  bloody  fantastic  tricks  which  had 
been  played,  but  laughed  at  them  all,  pleasantly  ter¬ 
minating  their  political  retrospects  and  reflections 
wdth  a  “  Que.  de  farces  nous  avons  faites  dans  noire 
revolution!"  They  found  the  vast  majority  of  the 
public  men  of  the  day  disgraced  and  utterly  dis¬ 
credited  by  their  cowardly  vacillations  and  rapid 
changes  between  the  most  extreme  political  opi¬ 
nions  ;  they  found  many  of  the  chief  fanatics  of 
Jacobinism  ready  to  become  the  fanatics  or  the 
tools  of  a  military  despotism ;  and,  therefore,  Lu¬ 
cien  and  his  brother-apostles  and  disciples  soon 
found  an  easy  acceptance  of  the  mission  they 
preached.  But  a  greater  than  these — a  man  who, 
on  account  of  his  wonderful  ability  and  dexterity, 
can  never  be  mentioned  save  with  respect — Talley¬ 
rand, — aided  and  contributed  in  establishing  their 
system,  doing  far  more  for  it  than  all  these  bab¬ 
blers  and  scribblers  put  together.  It  was  not 
that  Talleyrand  had  any  taste  or  love  for  despotism 
in  the  abstract ;  but  he  saw  clearly  that  nothing 
was  left  to  his  country  but  a  long  continued  anarchy, 
with  the  worst  of  despotisms,  an  ever  changing 
popular  tyranny ;  the  restoration  of  the  Bourbons, 
with  all  the  horrors  of  a  vindictive  counter-revo¬ 
lution,  or  the  single  absolute  rule  of  Napoleon 
Bonaparte ;  and,  like  a  wise  man  whose  prudence 
was  never  disturbed  by  enthusiasm,  or  by  passion 
of  any  kind,  he,  of  these  three  evils,  chose  the 
least,  and  afterwards  laboured,  as  far  as  prudence 
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and  self-preservation  permitted,  to 
operation  of  that  least  evil  which  he  chose. 

When  the  consulate  for  life  was  only  in  embryo, 
most  flattering  counsels,  the  warmest  encourage¬ 
ments,  poured  into  the  Tuileries  from  all  quarters. 
At  length,  when  the  Senate  first  acquainted  him 
with  the  vote  by  which  they  added  ten  more 
years  to  his  consulate,  Bonaparte  returned  a  calm 
but  evasive  and  equivocating  answer ;  in  which, 
nourishing  his  favourite  hope  of  obtaining  more 
from  the  people  than  from  the  Senate,  he  declared 
with  feigned  humility,  “  that  he  would  submit 
to  this  new  sacrifice,  if  the  wish  of  the  people 
should  demand  what  the  Senate  had  voted.”  An 
extraordinary  convocation  of  the  Council  of  State 
took  place  when  a  communication  was  made  to 
them  of  the  vote  of  the  Senate  and  of  the  First 
Consul’s  reply.  The  Council  proceeded  to  con¬ 
sider  how  the  people  should  be  consulted,  and 
what  questions  should  be  submitted  to  them. 
Not  satisfied  with  the  ten  additional  years,  and 
thinking  it  best  to  strike  the  iron  while  it  was  hot, 
and  not  to  stop  short  in  the  middle  of  a  work  so 
pleasing  to  Bonaparte,  and  likely  to  be  so  profit¬ 
able  to  themselves,  they  very  soon  decided  that  the 
questions  to  be  put  to  the  people  should  be  these — 
“  Shall  the  first  consul  be  appointed  for  life  ?  and 
shall  he  have  the  power  of  nominating  his  succes¬ 
sor?  ”»  The  decisions  on  these  questions  were 
carried,  as  it  were,  by  storm.  The  appointment 
for  life  passed  the  Tribunate  and  Legislative  Body 
unanimously,  but  the  right  of  naming  a  successor 
only  by  a  small  majority.  Bonaparte  now  pre¬ 
tended  to  affirm  that  he  condemned  this  second 
measure,  which  had  not  originated  with  himself. 
He  thought  it  advisable  to  appear  to  reject  a  part 
of  what  was  offered,  and,  as  the  clause  about  the 
successor  had  been  so  very  far  from  being  carried 
unanimously,  he  struck  it  out  altogether.  The  farce 
of  consulting  the  people  was  performed,  as  it  had 
been  on  previous  occasions,  in  this  fashion  :  re¬ 
gisters  were  opened  in  all  the  communes ;  the 
officers  and  employes  of  government  hurried  to 
sign  first,  drew  others  in  their  vortex,  wrote  the 
names  of  citizens  who  could  not  write  themselves, 
occasionally  dropping  in  a  name  which  nobody 
owned,  or  which  the  owner  of  it  might  not  have 
put  in  such  a  book,  and  using,  it  is  said,  threats  as 
well  as  cajolery.  It  is,  however,  declared,  and,  con¬ 
sidering  the  people  and  the  times,  the  fact  is  not 
credible,  that  nearly  every  where  the  French  in 
general  repaired  willingly  and  gaily  to  their  muni¬ 
cipalities.  When  the  registers,  or  their  abstracts, 
were  all  brought  to  Paris,  it  was  declared  that  three 
millions  and  a  halt  of  persons  had  confirmed,  with 
their  signatures,  the  vote  of  the  legislature.  On 
the  2nd  of  August,  1802,  the  following  decree  went 
forth,  with  a  proper  preamble  about  the  registers 
and  the  unbiassed  will  of  the  people: — “  1.  The 
French  people  name,  and  the  Senate  proclaim, 

•  Bourrienno  adds-”  Then-ports  of  the  police  had  a  ercat  influ- 

ence  oser  the  results  of  these  discassions,  for  they  one  and  all  declared 
that  the  whole  of  Pans  eagerly  demauded  a  consul  for  life,  with  the 
right  of  uamiug  a  suceessor." 


Napoleon  Bonaparte  First  Consul  for  life.  2.  A 
statue  of  Peace,  holding  in  one  hand  the  laurel  of 
victory,  and  in  the  other  this  decree  of  the  Senate, 
shall  attest  to  posterity  the  gratitude  of  the  nation. 
3.  The  Senate  will  convey  to  the  F^irst  Consul  the 
expression  of  the  confidence,  love,  and  admiration 
of  the  French  people.” — And  after  a  very  few  days 
this  new  revolution  was  completed  by  the  issuing 
of  a  simple  Senatus  Consultum,  which  accommo¬ 
dated  the  last  consular  constitution,  or  that  made 
after  the  bayonet-scene  at  St.  Cloud,  to  the  present 
change,  by  making  it  still  more  despotic.  Senator 
Cornudet-des-Chomettes,  a  lawyer,  who  had  been  a 
member  of  the  Council  of  Ancients,  in  present¬ 
ing  this  new  law  for  modifying  the  constitution, 
preached  the  funeral  sermon  of  the  sovereignty  of 
the  people.  “  Senators,”  said  he,  “  we  must  for 
ever  shut  out  the  Gracchi.  The  will  of  the  people, 
as  regards  the  political  laws  they  obey,  is  expressed 
by  the  general  prosperity :  the  guarantee  of  the  rights 
of  society  places  absolutely  the  dogma  of  the  practice 
of  the  sovereignty  of  the  people  m  ihe  Senate.  This 
is  the  only  social  doctrine  !  ”  The  senators  admitted 
this  novel  social  doctrine,  not  certainly  with  any 
expectation  of  keeping  in  their  own  hands  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  the  sovereignty  of  the  people,  but  with  the 
intention  of  making  it  over  to  Bonaparte  in  a 
formal  manner  as  soon  as  he  should  choose  to  take 
another  stride,  and  change  his  name  of  consul 
for  life  into  that  of  king  or  emperor.  To  prepare 
the  way  for  a  pure  despotism,  this  Senatus  Consul- 
turn  materially  altered  the  formation  of  the  electoral 
bodies ;  named  the  electors,  like  the  Ffirst  Consul, 
for  life;  gave  the  said  Fhrst  Consul  the  power  of 
adding,  at  his  will  and  pleasure,  to  their  number ; 
gave  to  the  Senate  (which  was  but  a  registering 
office,  a  hundred-fold  less  free  or  constitutional 
than  the  parlemens  of  the  old  dynasty)  the  right 
and  faculty  of  changing  institutions,  of  suspending 
trial  by  jury  whenever  it  might  be  deemed  ex¬ 
pedient,  of  annulling  the  sentences  of  the  courts  of 
law,  of  dissolving  the  Legislative  Body  and  the  Tri¬ 
bunate,  and,  finally,  of  putting  refractory  pro¬ 
vinces  or  departments  out  of  the  benefits  of  the 
constitution,  hors  de  la  constitution — an  exclusion 
or  privation  which,  considering  what  the  constitu¬ 
tion  was,  might  have  been  borne  with  patience  or 
with  indifference.  But  this  same  Senatus  Consultum 
did  not  stop  even  here,  but  rolled  on,  gathering 
and  increasing  strength  and  materials  wherewith 
to  fall  like  an  avalanche  on  every  objectionable 
point  that  remained  of  the  constitution  of  Bru- 
maire.  It  reduced  the  Tribunate  from  100  to  only 
50  members,  and  enabled  the  Ffirst  Consul  to  drive 
away  every  member  of  it,  who,  by  his  ojiposition 
or  popular  eloquence,  had  ever  given  him  any  um¬ 
brage.  F'rom  the  very  beginning,  Bonaparte  had 
cordially  hated  this  talking  part  of  the  constitution. 
His  diatribes  against  the  Tribunate  would  fill  a 
book.  He  called  them  babblers,  phrase-mongers, 
popularity-hunters,  ideologists,  Jacobins,  thieves, 
scoundrels,  whose  idle  talking  prevented  him  from 
doing;  in  shoit,  a  self-seeking,  undisciplined,  dis- 
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obedient,  pestilent  race.  All  public  discussion  was 
as  odious  to  him  as  it  could  have  been  to  an  East¬ 
ern  despot ;  and  one  of  bis  numerous  grounds  of 
hatred  to  England  was  found  in  the  publicity 
Avhich  attends  all  measures  of  any  consequence  in 
this  country,  in  the  freedom  and  oftimes  licence  of 
our  press,  and  in  the  unrestricted  boldness  of  our 
parliamentary  debates.  The  only  discussions  he 
could  tolerate  were  those  which  took  place  in  the 
Council  of  State,  where  the  doors  were  closed,  and 
the  debaters  awed  by  his  presence.  He  would  often 
say  to  the  leading  orators  of  the  Tribunate — “  Why, 
instead  of  declaiming  in  public,  do  you  not  come 
and  discuss  matters  with  me  in  private  ?  We  might 
then  have  family  discussions  together,  as  in  the 
Council  of  State . Beware  of  violent  speech¬ 

making!  It  was  by  that  that  the  Jacobins  drove 
the  people  mad.”  On  one  occasion  he  said  to  the 
Senate — “  This  Tribunate  contains  a  dozen  or  fif¬ 
teen  metaphysicians,  fit  only  to  be  thrown  into  the 
Seine  :  they  are  a  kind  of  vermin  that  have  crept 
into  my  dress !  But  let  them  not  fancy  that  I  will 
suffer  myself  to  be  attacked  like  Louis  XVI. !  I 
will  never  allow  matters  to  come  to  that.”  *  Be¬ 
fore  this  revision  of  the  constitution,  Benjamin 
Constant,  Isnard,  Mailla- Garat,  and  other  ob¬ 
noxious  members  of  the  Tribunate,  had  been 
weeded  out;  now  none  were  left  in  the  reduced 
body  but  submissive,  flattering  members  ;  and  still 
Bonaparte  entertained  an  aversion  to  them,  be¬ 
cause  they  spoke.  While  the  Tribunate  was  re¬ 
duced,  the  Council  of  State  was  greatly  reinforced. 
“  I  love  my  Council,”  said  Bonaparte,  “  because 
there  I  can  discuss  matters  as  in  my  private  family, 
and  obtain  as  much  order  and  promptness  of  exe¬ 
cution  as  at  head-quarters  from  my  stafl'.”  Such 
is  a  brief  sketch  of  this  constitution  of  the  16th 
Thermidor,  year  X,  or  the  4th  of  August,  1802. 

As  early  ns  the  beginning  of  the  year  1800, 
Bonaparte  had  directed  a  commission  of  lawyers, 
under  the  presidency  of  Cambaceres,  to  frame  a 
code  of  laws.  These  lawyers  were  the  most  emi¬ 
nent  to  be  found  in  France;  but  it  seems  at 
length  to  be  very  generally  admitted,  that  neither 
they,  nor  the  man  of  military  genius  who  put  them 
in  motion,  and  often  presided  over  their  delibera¬ 
tions,  were  properly  qualified  for  the  task  of  ori¬ 
ginal  legislation  ;  or  at  all  capable  of  making  a  truly 

•  Just  at  this  time  he  delivered  sundry  remarks  equally  hitter  on 
the  liberty  of  the  press.  Camille  Jourdan,  who  had  given  his  vote 
for  the  consulate  for  life,  published  a  pamphlet  to  ju.slify  his  vote, 
and  to  enumerate  all  the  guarantees  for  liberty  which  he  expected 
the  gratitude  and  honour  of  the  First  Consul  would  grant  to  the  French 
people.  Among  these  guarantees  were  the  cessation  of  arbitrary 
arrests  and  imprisonments,  the  responsibility  of  ministers,  and  the 
independence  of  the  judge.s.  Each  of  these  demands  was  an  offence, 
hut  they  were  all  merely  peccadillos  compared  with  Camille  Jour- 
dan’s  great  crime  of  demanding  the  liberty  of  the  press.  For  this  tl>e 
First  Consul  loaded  him  with  invectives.  ‘Howl’  exclaimed  he, 

•  am  I  never  to  have  done  with  these  firebrands? — these  babblers, 
who  think  that  politics  may  be  shown  on  a  printed  page  like  the 
world  on  a  map?  Truly,  I  know'  not  what  things  will  come  to  if  I 
let  this  go  on.  Camille  Jourdan,  whom  I  received  so  well  at  Lyons, 
to  think  that  he  should  ask  for  the  lil)erty  of  the  press  !  Were*  I  to 
accede  to  this,  I  might  as  well  go  and  live  ».n  a  farm  a  hundred  leagues 
from  Paris.’  Bonaparte’s  first  act  in  favour  of  the  liberty  of  t)»e 
pi  ess  was  to  order  the  seizure  of  the  pamphlet  in  wliich  Camdle  Jour 
dan  had  extolled  the  advantages  of  the  measure.  Puldicity,  either 
by  words  or  writing,  was  Bonaparte’s  horror.  Hence  his  aversion  to 
\  uhlic  speakers  and  writers.” — Jivun  icnne. 


I  philosophic,  general,  all-embracing,  and  enduring 
code  of  laws.  Their  want  of  preparation,  and  the 
extent  of  their  ignorance,  were  displayed  in  their 
total  want  of  diffidence,  in  the  boldness  with  which 
they  set  to  work,  and  in  the  rapidity  with  which 
they  finished  a  task,  which,  to  be  done  properly, 
would  have  taken  properly  qualified  men  (if  such 
could  have  been  found  in  Europe  at  the  time),  not 
four  but  twenty  years.  This  codification-commis¬ 
sion  consisted  of  Tronchet  (now  president  of  the 
Court  of  Cassation),  Bigot  de  Preameneu,  Porta- 
lis,  and  Malleville.  Pothier,  the  juris-consult  of 
Orleans,  and  a  greater  lawyer  than  any  of  them, 
had  facilitated  the  undertaking  by  various  learned 
works,  published  before  the  revolution,  and  it  was 
where  they  followed  him  implicitly  that  the  least 
errors  were  committed.  The  sketch  or  projet  of 
the  first  code  was  printed  as  early  as  the  beginning 
of  1801,  and  was  submitted  to  the  ditt'erent  courts 
of  justice  in  France  for  their  observations  and  sug¬ 
gestions.  These  observations  and  suggestions  were 
also  printed;  and  the  whole  was  then  laid  before 
the  Committee  of  Legislation  of  the  Council  of 
State,  consisting  of  Boulay,  Berber,  Emmery, 
Portalis,  Rcederer,  Real,  and  Thibaudeau.  Both 
Bonaparte,  and  his  colleague  in  the  consulship, 
Cambactires,  who  had  been  bred  a  lawyer,  and  who 
might  have  been  a  good  one  but  for  bis  indolence 
and  his  numerous  vocations  foreign  to  law,  took 
a  very  active  part  in  the  debates  on  the  clauses 
of  the  code ;  and  in  many  instances  the  imperative 
will  of  the  First  Consul,  who  thought  it  as  easy  to 
make  laws  for  nations  as  to  make  regulations  for 
an  army,  silenced  all  doubt  and  opposition.  By 
the  majority  of  the  committee  and  of  the  whole 
council  every  word  he  let  fall  was  caught  with  avi¬ 
dity,  and  every  decided  expression  of  his  will  was 
conformed  to.  During  all  the  time  the  discussions 
were  pending,  instead  of  assembling,  as  usual, 
three  times  a  week,  the  Council  of  State  assembled 
every  day;  and  the  sittings,  which,  on  ordinary 
occasions,  lasted  only  two  or  three  hours,  were  often 
prolonged  to  five  or  six ;  and,  alter  those  sittings, 
the  First  Consul  frequently  invited  some  of  the 
members  of  the  committee  to  dine  with  him,  in  or¬ 
der  to  continue  the  discussion.  The  various  heads 
of  the  code  were  successively  discussed  in  council, 
and  then  laid  before  the  Tribunate,  who  handed 
them  over  to  the  Legislative  Body.  Some  oppo¬ 
sition  was  encountered,  and  some  alterations  were 
obliged  to  he  made ;  but,  by  the  beginning  of 
1804,  the  entire  code,  having  passed  both  the  Tri¬ 
bunate  and  the  Legislative  body,  was  promulgated 
as  the  ‘  Civil  Code  of  Frenchmen  ’  {Code  Civil  des 
Fravpnis).  A  few  months  after  its  promulgation, 
when  Bonaparte  made  himself  emperor,  he  changed 
the  name  into  that  of  ‘  Code  Napoleon,’  and  be¬ 
gan  making  various  changes  far  more  important 
than  that  of  the  mere  name — changes  which  never 
ceased  while  he  was  at  the  head  of  the  government, 
and  which  went  on  with  increased  rapidity  at  the  re¬ 
storation  of  the  Bourbons ;  so  that  the  code  of  1804, 
which  was  then  declared  to  have  the  property  of 
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fixity  or  unchangeableness,  has  been  as  liable  to 
alteration  as  most  other  things  in  France.  Bona¬ 
parte  himself,  as  emperor,  has  been  called  the  great 
destroyer  of  the  code  which  bore  and  still  hears 
his  name.  Law  after  law  was  changed  or  modified 
by  decree  or  Senatus  Consultum.  As  his  mo¬ 
narchic  views  extended,  after  his  marriage  with 
the  Emperor  of  Austria’s  daughter,  he  touched 
even  the  law  of  succession,  and,  instead  of  the 
nearly  equal  division  of  property,  he  established  in 
certain  cases  the  old  right  of  primogeniture,  with 
the  distinction  between  moveable  and  immoveable 
property,  creating,  in  order  to  have  an  hereditary 
nobility  to  support  his  hereditary  monarchy,  ma¬ 
jorats^  fiefs,  &c.,  which,  with  the  titles  attached  to 
them,  were  to  descend  to  eldest  sons.  He  left  the 
much-cherished  law  of  the  revolution  to  burghers 
and  common  people,  and  this  has  led  to  that  mi¬ 
nute  subdivision  of  property  which  is  now,  and  is 
every  day  becoming  more,  the  curse  of  France, 
though  obstinately  held  to  be  its  greatest  blessing. 
The  facile  law  of  divorce,  another  favourite  product 
of  the  revolution,  he  left  much  as  he  found  it, 
though  he  frequently  admitted  its  evil  effects  upon 
the  morals  of  the  people.  He  was,  however,  wont 
to  boast  that  his  fame  in  the  eyes  of  posterity  would 
rest  more  on  his  code  than  on  his  campaigns.  In 
parts  of  Italy,  in  the  Prussian  provinces  on  the 
Rhine,  in  all  the  countries  where  his  code  has  been 
taken  as  the  basis  of  jurisprudence,  capital  changes 
have  been  made  and  are  still  being  made  in  it. 
In  France  itself,  its  operation  is  not  found  to  have 
either  more  speed  or  more  certainty  than  other 
systems  of  law ;  and  a  library  of  law-books  has  al¬ 
ready  been  written  to  explain,  in  different  ways, 
what  was  at  first  held  to  stand  in  no  need  of  ex¬ 
planation,  to  be  clear  to  the  commonest  capacity, 
and  to  be  as  certain  as  a  mathematical  truth.  This 
law-library  is  annually  increasing,  so  that  the 
French  student  will  not  long  have  to  congratulate 
himself  on  the  facility  of  his  profession  as  com¬ 
pared  with  its  labours  in  other  countries.  By  com¬ 
petent  critics  in  jurisprudence  it  has  been  said  that 
the  code  of  Napoleon  has  neither  the  merit  of  being 
a  good  code,  nor  that  of  having  produced  one  single 
good  or  great  lawyer.*  In  Napoleon’s  own  time, 
the  laws  he  himself  made  or  sanctioned  were  never 
allowed  to  stand  in  the  way  of  his  arbitrary  power, 
and  from  first  to  last  he  evinced  a  violent  antipathy 
to  lawyers.  In  fact  there  was  no  protection  or  re¬ 
dress  whatever  against  arbitrary  acts;  for  by  an 
article  of  the  consular  constitution,  which  was 
retained  in  the  imperial  constitution,  any  suit 
against  the  agents  of  government,  without  a  pre¬ 
vious  authorization  from  the  Council  of  State  (that 
is  from  the  government  itself),  was  forbidden. 

The  provincial  administration  attracted  Bona¬ 
parte’s  attention  :  and  it  was  re-organised  upon 

•  The  most  alile  remarks  on  the  Code  Civil,  or  Code  Napoleon 
have  keen  made  hy  the  highly  distinguished  German  jurist  and  mota- 
idiysician  Savigny,  in  his  work  VomBcrufmsrer  Zeit  sur  Oesetznebuna 
und  RcrhtswissrnschaJ}.  which  has  been  translated  into  En-lish  bv  a 
barrister  of  Lincoln’s  Inn  (Mr.  Hayward,  we  believe),  tinder  the  title 
of  •  On  the  Aptitude  [it  should  rather  be  the  Vocation]  of  our  Age  for 
Legislation.  ® 
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one  uniform  plan,  which  contained  none  of  that 
essence  which  gives  life  and  heart  to  real  muni¬ 
cipal  institutions.  All  provincial  or  local  admi¬ 
nistration  was  to  be  made  entirely  dependent  on 
the  central  power  or  executive  at  Paris.  The  dan¬ 
gerous  parts  of  this  centralisation  system — of  that 
system  which  tends  to  make  the  capital  everything, 
and  the  provinces  nothing — were  never  before  car¬ 
ried  to  such  lengths.  The  chief  administrative 
authority  of  every  department  was  lodged  in  the 
hands  of  a  prefect ;  this  prefect  was  rarely  a  native, 
but  generally  a  stranger  to  the  department ;  he 
received  a  large  salary,  and  was  dismissed  or  re¬ 
moved  at  the  will  of  Bonaparte,  like  any  other  go¬ 
vernment  servant.  In  all  towns  having  more  than 
5000  inhabitants,"  Bonaparte,  or  his  executive  at 
Paris,  appointed  the  mayors ;  but  in  communes 
having  less  than  5000  inhabitants,  the  mayors,  as 
well  as  all  the  members  of  the  municipality,  were 
named  by  the  prefects.  Nothing  was  left  to  the 
choice  of  the  people  :  all  remains  of  popular  elec¬ 
tion,  and  of  municipal  or  communal  liberty,  the 
quiet  enjoyment  of  which  might  gradually  have 
prepared  the  French  people  for  a  national  liberty 
and  a  representative  government,  were  abrogated 
as  things  odious  to  Bonaparte.  If,  as  some  of  his 
inconsiderate  admirers  still  assert,  he  constantly 
kept  in  view,  in  everything  he  was  doing,  the 
eventual  establishment  of  a  free  government  in 
France,  he  must  have  had  the  falsest  notions  of 
the  means  likely  to  contribute  to  that  great  end  ! 

A  system  of  public  instruction  was  also  organised. 
The  task  of  providing  elementary  education  was 
thrown  upon  the  communes  ;  but  the  communes 
being  mostly  very  poor,  and  the  municipal  spirit, 
with  its  faculty  of  self-government,  being  taken  out 
of  them  by  the  centralisation  system,  with  its  per¬ 
nicious  principle  that  everything  was  to  be  done 
by  the  salaried  servants  of  government,  the  esta¬ 
blishment  of  primary  schools  made  little  progress, 
and  elementary  education  and  the  instruction  of 
the  labouring  classes  remained  in  most  parts  of 
France  in  a  languishing  and  precarious  condition 
during  the  whole  of  Bonaparte’s  reign.  In  a  po¬ 
pulation  of  32,000,000,  the  number  of  pupils  under 
ten  years  of  age  in  the  primary  and  secondary 
schools  was  only  T 5,000.  Lyceums  were  esta¬ 
blished  to  furnish  instruction  in  higher  literature 
and  in  the  classics,  and  in  these  establishments 
about  4000  pupils  were  maintained  at  the  expense 
of  the  state,  besides  boarders,  who  were  kept  at  the 
charge  of  their  parents.  The  discipline  was  alto¬ 
gether  military ;  and  much  more  attention  appears 
to  have  been  paid  in  these  Lyceums  to  drilling,  mi¬ 
litary  manceuvres,  and  mathematics,  than  to  Latin 
and  the  Roman  classics.  Scientific  education  was 
given  in  special  schools,  such  as  the  schools  of  Law 
and  of  Medicine,  the  College  of  France,  and  the 
Polytechnic  School  at  Paris  ;  the  Military  School  at 
Fontainebleau;  the  School  of  Artillery  and  Engineers 
at  Mayence;  the  School  of  Bridges  and  Higliways, 
or  of  Civil  Engineering ;  the  Schools  for  the  Mines, 
&c. ;  and  in  some  of  these  the  professors  and 
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teachers  were  first-rate  men,  and  the  practical 
methods  of  study  excellent.  These  things  contri¬ 
buted  directly  to  the  military  glory  and  to  the 
aggrandisement  of  France,  and  all  were  positive 
and  material  things,  suited  to  the  bare,  cold  utili¬ 
tarianism  of  Bonaparte,  who  was  the  greatest  oracle 
of  that  school  before  it  got  a  name  on  this  side  of 
the  Channel.  But  speculative,  philosophical,  and 
political  studies  were  discredited,  discouraged,  and 
to  a  great  degree  suppressed,  Bonaparte  sneering 
at  all  such  studies,  or  censuring  them  as  idle  and 
dangerous.  The  metaphysicians  of  the  revolution, 
and  the  speculators  who  prepared  that  event,  had 
furnished  him  with  abundant  materials  for  his  sar¬ 
casms.  “  These  metaphysicians,”  said  he,  “  are 
the  men  to  whom  France  owes  all  her  misfortunes. 
These  ideologists  know  nothing  of  men,  and  can 
never  get  a  practical  idea  into  their  heads.  I  will 
have  none  of  your  ideologists  {Je  ne  veux  'point 
d'ideologties  !”)*  He  always  looked  with  a  jea¬ 
lous  eye  on  all  those  who,  in  writing  or  in  any 
other  way,  meddled  with  legislation,  or  moral  im¬ 
provement,  or  political  economy  :  he  liked  only 
such  writers  as  directed  their  attention  to  positive 
and  precise  subjects,  which  excluded  all  thoughts 
of  government  and  censures  on  administration. 
He  wished  all  the  schools  to  be  paid  by  govern¬ 
ment,  and  to  be  exclusively  at  his  disposal ;  so  that, 
by  possessing  the  monopoly  of  education,  he  could 
parcel  it  out  only  to  the  children  of  those  who  were 
most  blindly  devoted  to  him.  “  This,”  says  his 
secretary,  “  was  what  the  First  Consul  called  the 
revival  of  public  instruction.  I  remember  that 
one  of  his  chief  arguments  was  this :  ‘  What  is  it 
that  distinguishes  men  ?  Education — is  it  not  ? 
Well,  if  the  children  of  the  noblesse  be  admitted 
into  these  academies,  they  will  be  as  well  educated 
as  the  children  of  the  revolution,  who  compose  the 
strength  of  my  government.  Ultimately,  they  will 
enter  into  my  regiments  as  officers,  and  will  natu¬ 
rally  come  into  competition  with  those  whom  they 
regard  as  the  plunderers  of  their  families.  I  do 
not  wish  that !”’  His  sentiments,  his  fears  as  to 
the  old  noblesse,  were  considerably  modified  after¬ 
wards,  when  some  who  bore  the  proudest  and  most 
ancient  names  of  that  order  took  service  under  him, 
that  they  might  live  and  command  the  luxuries  of 
life,  and,  renouncing  the  Bourbon  cause  as  irre¬ 
trievably  lost,  put  on  his  livery  as  chamberlains ; 
but,  to  the  end  of  his  dominion  over  France,  the 
advantages  of  the  Lyceums  and  special  schools 
were  almost  entirely  reserved  for  “  the  children  of 
the  revolution,”  or,  rather,  for  that  portion  of  them 

•  “  The  word  ideologxie  was  oftea  in  Bonaparte’s  mouth ;  and  in  using 
it  he  endeavoured  to  tlirow  ridicule  on  those  men  whom  he  fancied  to 
have  a  tendency  towards  the  doctrine  of  indefinite  perfectibility.  He 
esteemed  them  for  their  morality  ;  yet  he  looked  on  them  as  dreamers, 
seeking  for  the  type  of  a  universal  constitution,  and  considering  the 
character  of  man  in  the  abstract  only.  The  xdMtgxieSi  according  to 
him,  looked  for  power  in  institutions ;  and  that  he  called  metaphysics. 
He  had  no  idea  of  power  except  in  direct  force.  All  benevolent  men 
who  speculate  on  the  amelioration  of  human  society  were  regarded 
hy  Bonaparte  as  dangerous,  because  tlieir  maxims  and  principles  were 
diametrically  opposed  to  the  harsh  and  arbitrary  system  he  had 
adoptoil.  He  said  tliat  their  hearts  were  better  than  their  heads ; 
and,  far  from  wandering  with  them  in  abstractions,  he  always  said 
that  men  were  only  to  be  governed  by  fear  and  interest.” — 
Bourrienne* 
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who  were  sons  of  his  own  most  devoted  officers  and 
servants.  For  Sieyes,  who  had  said  and  firmly 
believed  that  politics  formed  a  science  which  he 
had  completely  mastered — for  Sieyes,  who  stood 
at  the  head  of  the  constitution-makers  and  meta¬ 
physicians,  who  had  been  duped  by  his  own  self- 
confidence  into  furthering  the  ambitions  views  of 
the  First  Consul,  and  who  had  been  for  a  short,  a 
very  short  time,  his  consular  colleague,  he  enter¬ 
tained  a  profound  contempt ;  nor  was  the  money¬ 
getting,  sordid  character  of  the  ex-abbe  proper  to 
remove  this  feeling.  It  was  a  standing  joke  at  the 
Tuileries  that  Sieyes’s  face  always  said  plainer  than 
words  could  speak  it,  “  Give  me  some  more  money.” 
The  First  Consul  himself  would  say,  “  Yes,  yes  ! 
only  touch  Sieyes  on  the  side  of  his  own  interest, 
and  he  drops  down  from  the  clouds,  and,  ceasing 
to  he  a  visionary,  becomes  a  man  of  the  world  and 
of  business.”  It  was  the  same  with  too  many 
others  of  that  school ;  and  Bonaparte,  who  never 
had  a  high  opinion  of  mankind,  despised  men  more 
and  more  in  proportion  as  he  became  acquainted 
with  them,  or  rather,  perhaps,  in  proportion  to  his 
monopolising  all  the  sources  of  profit  and  distinc¬ 
tion.  The  modest,  the  honest,  the  high-minded 
stood  aloof ;  but  there  was  incessantly  a  crowd  of 
supplicants  at  his  door,  exhibiting  in  many  in¬ 
stances  the  very  depth  of  human  baseness,  the  most 
profligate  sacrifices  of  principle,  to  emolument ;  and 
it  was  upon  such  proofs  as  these  that  he  built  up 
his  degrading  theory — that  men  were  only  to  he 
moved  by  their  interests  or  by  their  fears.  “  One 
of  Bonaparte’s  greatest  misfortunes  was,  that  he 
neither  believed  in  friendship,  nor  felt  the  necessity 
of  loving.”  * 

The  Jacobins  had  broken  to  hits  the  forty  gilded 
fauteuils  of  the  Academie  Franpaise,  had  scattered 
the  Academy  of  Inscriptions  and  Antiquities,  and 
all  the  rest  of  those  learned  corporate  bodies,  se¬ 
questrating  their  property  where  they  had  any,  and 
stopping  the  pensions  they  received  from  the  State. 
In  building  up  a  new  monarchy  Bonaparte  was 
determined  to  restore  these  things,  which  would 
give  a  grace  and  a  splendour  to  his  royalty,  and 
add  to  the  number  of  his  immediate  dependents, 
for  the  Academicians  were  to  continue  to  be  paid 
by  the  State,  and  to  receive  their  salaries  quarterly 
like  professors  and  schoolmasters,  and  bishops  and 
parish  priests,  and  the  common  run  of  government 
servants.  The  National  Convention  had  decreed 
and  the  Directory  had  established  the  Institut ;  hut 
its  constitution  savoured  too  strongly  of  the  revo¬ 
lution  and  of  democracy  to  please  the  First  Consul, 
and  it  neither  embraced  the  Academies  of  the  an¬ 
cient  regime  nor  gave  any  protection  to  the  Belles 

*  Bourrienne.— ‘‘How  often,”  .idds  the  prirate  secretary,  “have  I 
heard  him  say,  ‘  Friendship  is  but  a  name  ;  I  love  nobody.  I  do  not 
even  love  my  own  brotliers.  Perhaps  Joseph,  a  little,  from  habit,  and 
because  he  is  my  senior.  And  Diiroc,  perhaps  I  love  him  a  little  too. 
But  why  ?  Because  his  character  suits  me.  lie  is  steni  and  resolute  ; 
and  1  really  believe  the  fellow  never  shed  a  tear.  For  my  part,  I 
know  very  well  that  I  have  no  true  friends.  As  lon^  as  I  continue 
what  I  am,  I  may  have  as  many  pretended  friends  as  I  please.  Leave 
sensibility  to  women ;  it  is  their  business.  But  men  should  be  firm 
in  heart  and  in  purpose,  or  they  should  have  nothing  to  do  with  war 
or  with  government.” 
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Lettres.  Lucien,  as  the  new  Maecenas,  attracted  to 
gay  salons  and  soirees  M.  Suard,  the  Ahbe  Morel- 
let,  and  the  few  other  survivors  of  the  Forty  of  the 
Acadtmie  Fran^aise,  many  of  whom  had  perished 
by  the  guillotine,  while  those  who  survived  found 
it  very  hard  work  to  live  without  their  pensions. 
Lucien  was  flattered  as  though  he  had  been  a  new 
Cardinal  Richelieu,  the  original  founder  of  the 
French  academy  [there  was  this,  and  but  this,  in 
common  between  them — both  he  and  the  cardinal 
wrote  bad  poetry] ;  and  a  debt  of  gratitude  was  due 
to  the  First  Consul  for  establishing  a  government 
under  which  these  litterateurs  might  live  at  least 
wuthout  the  daily  dread  of  sans-culottic  violence  and 
the  scaffold.  Some  of  them,  in  very  good  prose, 
and  in  very  indifferent  verse,  had  celebrated  the 
brilliant  victories  of  General  Bonaparte,  and  were 
quite  ready  to  continue  these  easy  labours.  Lucien 
and  his  brother  agreed  in  the  advantages  and  the 
splendour  to  be  derived  from  reviving  the  recollec¬ 
tions  of  Louis  XIV.  and  Richelieu,  and  of  Corneille 
and  Racine,  who  had  been  the  glories  of  the  old 
Academy.  The  prejudices  were  strong  against  the 
entire  revival  of  that  body  under  its  ancient  name ; 
but  nothing  so  easy  as  to  introduce  it,  or  such  por¬ 
tion  of  it  as  might  suit  the  First  Consul,  substan¬ 
tially,  in  a  re- construction  of  the  too  democratic 
Insiitut.  Suard  and  the  Abbe  Morellet,  w-ho  had 
gained  over  Lucien  upon  this  point,  would  fain 
have  revived  the  name  also ;  but  here  the  First 
Consul  was  inflexible.  It  was  finally  arranged  that 
the  Instilut  should  preserve  its  name  and  be  divided 
into  four  classes.  Hitherto  the  Instiiut  had  had  a 
class  of  Moral  Philosophy  or  Political  Philosophy, 
and  a  class  of  Political  Economy,  with  a  branch  de¬ 
voted  to  statistics.  Bonaparte,  in  his  tranchant  waj', 
declared  that  moral  philosophy  was  no  philosophy  at 
all,  was  not  a  science  to  be  taught,  was  not  a  theory 
to  be  recognised  apart  from  religion,  w’as  a  vague 
dream  without  any  fixed  positive  ideas ;  that  poli¬ 
tical  philosophy  was  equally  vague,  was  not  a  sub¬ 
ject  proper  to  be  treated  by  academicians,  and  could 
only  tend  to  reproduce  the  school  of  Abbe  Sieyes, 
and  those  dangerous  constitution-makers  ;  that  poli¬ 
tical  economy  was  the  vaguest  of  all  these  pre¬ 
tended  sciences ;  and  that,  as  for  statistics,  they 
properly  belonged  to  the  class  of  mathematics  ;  and 
with  a  stroke  of  the  pen  he  suppressed  these  classes 
of  moral  and  political  sciences.*  The  class  of  Sci¬ 
ence,  which  was  thus  strictly  confined  to  the  phy¬ 
sical  and  the  mathematical,  he  placed  in  the  first 
rank,  giving  the  second  rank  to  the  class  of  “  Lan¬ 
guage  and  Literature,”  which  had  formerly  held 
the  first  rank,  and  which  was  to  continue  to  form 
the  Academic  Francaise,  and  to  include  such  of  the 
surviving  members  of  the  old  body  as  had  con¬ 
formed  to  the  new  order  of  things.  The  number 
of  members  w'as,  however,  to  be  the  same  as  in 
Cardinal  Richelieu’s  institution  ;  and  poets  of  the 
revolution,  like  Chenier,  were  admitted  into  the 
I’orty.  Considering  the  state  of  literature  and 
science  at  that  period,  the  First  Consul  did  not, 

•  Cupt-fiiue,  L’Urnpite  ft  Is  (Jousulat. 
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indeed,  make  a  wrong  estimate  of  their  relative 
value:  the  litterateurs  of  France,  the  Ducis,  St. 
Pierres,  Cheniers,  Lemerciers,  and  Fontanes 
could  not  be  compared  with  her  scientific  men,  as 
Lagrange,  Laplace,  Fourcroy,  Berthollet,  and  Cu¬ 
vier.  “  But,”  adds  Bourrienne,  “  though  no  one 
could  murmur  at  seeing  the  class  of  sciences  take 
precedence  of  its  elder  sister,  Bonaparte  was  not 
sorry  to  show',  by  this  arrangement,  the  slight 
estimation  in  which  he  held  literary  men.  He 
called  them  mere  manufacturers  of  phrases.  He 
could  not  pardon  them  for  excelling  him  in  a  pur¬ 
suit  in  which  he  had  no  claim  to  distinction  .  .  . 
He  said,  ‘  These  fellows  are  good  for  nothing  un¬ 
der  any  government.  I  will,  however,  give  them 
pensions,  because  I  ought  to  do  so,  as  head  of  the 
state.  They  will  amuse  the  idle,  and  occupy 
public  attention.’  ”* 

Some  of  the  Academicians,  or  members  of  the 
class  of  Language  and  Literature,  gave  him  some 
uneasiness  and  increased  his  contempt  or  dislike  to 
litterateurs  in  general,  by  a  perverse  adherence  to 
republican  predilections  ;  but  in  general  the  Forty 
behaved  w'ith  exemplary  meekness  and  submission, 
knowing  but  too  well  that  the  head  of  the  state, 
who  gave  pensions,  could  stop  them.  The  che¬ 
mists,  mathematicians,  physical  philosophers,  and 
naturalists,  better  earned  the  money  they  received, 
and  by  their  labours  and  discoveries  gave  a  real 
lustre  to  his  reign,  and  at  the  same  time  conferred 
benefits  upon  their  country  ;  but  it  was  observ¬ 
able  that,  with  a  very  few  honourable  exceptions, 
these  scientific  men  were  far  more  base  and  pros¬ 
trate  before  his  despotism  than  u-ere  the  men  of 
letters. 

By  the  end  of  the  3'ear  1802  Bonaparte  had 
concentrated  the  whole  power  of  the  state  in  his 
single  self,  and  had  organised  an  absolutism  com¬ 
pared  with  which  that  of  Louis  XIV.  was  a  free 
government.  In  the  words  of  the  ablest  and  ho- 
nestest  of  the  republican  historians  of  France,  he 
had  a  class  devoted  to  him  in  the  clergy  as  re-or¬ 
ganized  by  the  Concordat ;  he  had  a  military  order 
in  the  Legion  of  Honour ;  an  administrative  body 
in  the  Council  of  State ;  a  decree-making  machine 
in  the  Legislative  Body ;  and  a  constitution-making 
machine  in  the  Senate.f  The  immense  standing 

“It  appeared  to  me.”  writes  the  late  Sir  James  Mackintosh,  wlio 
visited  France  iu  the  autumn  of  1802,  “that  one  give  a  just 

account  of  the  state  of  learning  at  Paris,  by  saying  that  the  mathema¬ 
tical  and  physical  sciences  were  very  actively  and  successfully  culti¬ 
vated,  polite  literature  neglected,  erudition  extinct,  an»l  that  moral 
and  political  speculation  were  discouiUenaiicetl  by  the  government, 
and  had  ceased  to  interest  the  public,” — Lettci'  tu  Dugald  Hicu'artt  in 
Life  of  Mackintosh^  by  his  Son. 

'llie  literature  winch  most  flourished,  but  which  could  scarcely  he 
called  polite,  w.is  a  sort  of  soldataccio,  camp,  and  brothel  literature  : 
arapid  production  of  obscene,  irreligious  novels  and  novelettes,  not 
([uite  so  atrocious  in  their  principles,  nor  nearly  so  polished  in  their 
language,  as  the  writings  of  de  Sade,  I^ouvet,  and  others,  but  cmrse, 
frowsy,  cynical,  and  altogether  suited  to  the  ta.stcs  and  habits  of  the 
soldiery.  In  the  way  of  the  flue  arts,  filthy  prints,  the  fitting  illustra¬ 
tions  or  accompaniments  of  such  books,  were  multiplied  with  amazing 
rapidity,  llonaparte  himself  had  no  taste  for  any  of  these  foul  things ; 
he  even  expressed  his  disapprobation  and  disgust,  ami  at  times  iu 
strong,  decided  language;  but  he  saw  that  they  amused  the  French 
people,  and,  so  long  us  they  did  not  caricature  him  and  his  family,  or 
convey  insinuations  against  his  government,  he  was  content  tu  let 
them  run  their  course. 

f  Miguet. — Sir  James  Mackintosh  was  much  struck  with  the  passive 
subims.'ion  of  the  so  lately  impatient  and  turbulent  French  people, 
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army  was  at  his  disposal,  and,  almost  unanimously, 
devoted  to  him  and  his  glory.  So  many  places 
had  been  created  with  direct  salaries  from  the  state 
that  he  had  another  army  in  his  placemen,  and 
constant  baits  to  hold  out  to  the  thousands  of 
needy  or  ambitious  men  that  were  incessantly  re¬ 
sorting  to  Paris  to  seek  employments  under  govern¬ 
ment  : — and  now  everything  was  under  govern¬ 
ment,  and  by  the  centralisation  system  the  place 
of  distribution  was  the  capital  alone.  This  rage 
for  ])lace-hunting  increased  in  proportion  with  his 
splendour  and  his  power,  contributing  in  an  emi¬ 
nent  degree  to  the  growth  and  maintenance  of  that 
power,  and  to  the  general  indifference  for  national 
freedom;  for,  besides  France  and  Italy,  Belgium 
and  the  annexed  provinces  on  the  left  bank  of  the 
Rhine,  Bonaparte  could  soon  after  this  appoint  to 
profitable  employments  in  Holland,  and  in  more 
than  half  the  states  into  which  Germany  was  di¬ 
vided,  and  a  few  years  later  Spain  and  Portugal 
presented  themselves  as  new  Lands  of  Promise  to 
the  ever-increasing  and  insatiate  place-hunters. 
At  the  end  of  his  reign,  it  was  not  easy  to  find  a 
man  that  was  not,  or  had  not  been,  either  militaire 
or  employe. 

Tlie  absolute  power  put  into  the  hands  of  the 
First  Consul  for  life  was  used  with  the  utmost 
vigour.  His  government  assumed  at  once  most 
of  the  characteristics  of  an  ancient  despotism. 
Even  while  Fox  and  his  friends  were  tarrying  in 
Paris,  secret  arrests  were  made  by  night  and  by 
day,  and  by  scores  at  a  time.  Men  were  arrested 
upon  the  information  of  spies  and  informers,  were 
immured  in  the  Temple  or  some  other  state  prison 
without  knowing  of  what  they  were  accused ;  and 
were  not  unfrequently  removed  in  a  private  man¬ 
ner  and  by  night  from  these  places  of  captivity  in 
Paris  to  much  more  horrible  prisons  or  fortresses 
in  remote  parts  of  France.  These  nocturnal  arrests 
and  removals  were  called  Fouche’s  lettres-de- 
cachet.  When  a  man  suddenly  disappeared  and 
none  could  tell  whither  he  was  gone,  the  Parisians 
concluded  that  the  devil  or  the  minister  of  police 
had  got  him  in  his  clutches.  In  many  cases  the 
mystery  was  preserved  for  years ;  in  others  the 
agents  of  police  or  even  Fouche  himself  made 
money  by  revealing  to  those  interested  in  their 
fate,  the  “  whereabout  ”  of  these  new  suspects  and 
state  prisoners. 

The  peace  of  Amiens,  besides  affording  the 
First  Consul  the  opportunity  of  consolidating  his 
power  and  of  putting  matters  at  home  in  order, 
allowed  him  time  to  devise  a  vast  system  of  colo¬ 
nisation.  He  could  not  but  know  that,  without 

and  clearly  foresaw  in  what  all  this  would  end : — “  It  appeared  to  me, 
that  all  the  elements  of  a  free,  or  even  of  a  civil  government,  have 
been  broken  and  dispersed  in  the  course  of  the  Revolution.  Nothing, 
I  own,  would  surprise  me  more  than  to  see  any  authority  in  France 
not  resting  eluefly  on  military  force.  The  Revolution  unanimously 
condemned;  a  dread  of  change  greater  than  the  passion  for  change 
was  in  1789  ;  a  broken-spirited  people,  and  a  few  virtuous  aud  well- 
informed  men,  without  adherents,  without  concert,  without  extraordi¬ 
nary  talents,  breathing  vain  wishes  for  liberty: — these  were  the  fea¬ 
tures  which  most  struck  me  in  the  political  state  of  France.  French¬ 
men  seem  destined  to  be  the  slaves  of  a  military  chief,  and  the  terror 
of  their  neighbours  for  a  time  ;  beyond  which,  I  pau  pretend  ^o  see 
notliiDi;* ‘^Letter  to  Dugald  iSteivart,  ^ 


foreign  colonies,  there  could  be  no  rapid  or  certain 
increase  of  the  mercantile  navy  of  France,  and  that 
without  a  mercantile  navy  he  could  have  no  hope  of 
an  armed  or  national  navy  capable  of  contending 
with  that  of  England — a  country  whose  subjuga¬ 
tion  was  more  frequently  in  his  thoughts  during 
this  brief  peace  than  it  had  been  during  the  turmoil 
and  bustle  of  the  war.  “  Colonies  and  ships,” 
“  ships  and  colonies,”  were  words  constantly  re¬ 
echoing  in  the  Tuileries  and  the  Council  of  State. 
He  took  up  the  ideas  of  colonisation  and  naval 
supremacy  which  had  been  current  during  the 
American  war  and  all  the  earlier  part  of  the  reign 
of  Louis  XVL,  and  he  added  bolder  notions  of  his 
own.  He  regarded  colonies  first  as  military  sta¬ 
tions  whence  conquests  might  be  pursued,  and 
secondly  as  sources  of  commercial  prosperity  and 
nurseries  for  seamen ;  and  in  his  eyes  the  military 
part  seems  never  to  have  been  separated  from  the 
civil,  or  conquest  from  commerce.  It  was  not 
alone  for  those  territories  themselves  that  he  made 
Spain  yield  Louisiana,  and  Portugal  so  large  a 
portion  of  Guiana:  he  hoped,  and  had  really 
planned  to  make  them  keys  to  the  conquest  of 
Canada  and  Nova  Scotia,  the  Brazils,  Mexico,  and 
even  Peru ;  and,  having  no  sympathy  w'ith,  and  no 
respect  for,  the  republic  of  America,  the  United 
States,  if  not  conquered,  were  to  he  observed, 
checked,  coerced  both  in  their  commerce  and  in  their 
political  proceedings  and  alliances.  The  Spanish 
portion  of  St.  Domingo  had  been  extorted  from  the 
Court  of  Madrid  because,  from  its  central  position, 
it  would  facilitate  the  reduction  of  the  Antilles  and 
all  the  West  India  Islands.  Quite  secondary  to 
these  notions  of  conquest  were  his  commercial  views, 
or  his  brilliant  ideas  of  the  advantages  to  be  derived 
from  opening  the  great  American  rivers  to  French 
trade  and  manufactures,  and  from  enjoying  the  en¬ 
tire  monopoly  of  the  products  and  the  trade  of  the 
West  Indies.  Even  in  the  factories  and  counting- 
houses  we  bad  agreed  to  restore  in  the  East  Indies, 
he  saw  pivots  on  which  to  rest  bis  lever.  Making 
sure  of  that  great  half-way  house  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  (for  to  restore  it  to  the  Dutch  was  to  cede  it 
to  the  French),  he  aimed  at  acquiring  possession 
of  the  great  island  of  Madagascar,  the  old  and 
much  neglected  settlements  of  the  Portuguese  on 
the  Mosambique  Channel  and  on  the  Abyssinian 
coast  at  the  entrance  into  the  Red  Sea,  of  St.  He¬ 
lena  in  the  Atlantic,  and  of  all  the  more  important 
of  the  islands  which  stud  the  Indian  Ocean,  the 
Arabian  Sea,  and  the  Bay  of  Bengal,  which  serve 
as  stepping-stones  to  Hindostan  and  all  the  richest 
regions  of  the  East.  By  establishing  a  line  of 
naval  stations  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  to  the 
island  of  Ceylon,  he  hoped  to  crush  the  power  of 
Great  Britain  in  India,  and  to  exclude  her  shipping 
from  all  the  Eastern  seas.  Part  of  this  work  he 
considered  as  done  to  his  hands,  for  the  French 
had  been  allowed  to  retain  undisturbed  possession 
of  the  isles  of  France  and  Bourbon ;  the  Dutch 
held  Java,  Sumatra,  and  whole  archipelagoes  of 
islands  in  those  Eastern  seas ;  the  Spaniards  held 


36 

other  groupes  of  islands ;  and  all  that  belonged  to 
Spaniards  or  to  Dutch  he  considered  as  politically 
belonging  to  France  and  under  his  direct  control. 
Suffrein,  one  of  the  best  naval  olEcers  of  France, 
had  already  visited  and  attentively  examined  most 
of  these  islands  and  all  the  British  ports  in  Ben¬ 
gal  and  on  the  Coromandel  coast ;  and,  almost  as 
soon  as  the  preliminaries  of  the  peace  of  Amiens 
were  signed,  the  First  Consul  dispatched  Captain 
Baudin  with  two  corvettes  to  visit  St.  Helena,  Ma¬ 
dagascar,  the  other  African  islands,  India,  and  the 
chief  Asiatic  groupes.  Ostensibly  this  was  nothing 
but  a  voyage  of  discovery  and  of  science ;  Captain 
Baudin  was  accompanied  by  a  complete  staff  of 
naturalists,  geologists,  and  savans  of  various  de¬ 
scriptions,  including  M.  Peron,  who  embarked  in 
the  capacity  of  ‘  Anthropologist  ’  to  the  expedition, 
and  who,  being  especially  charged  with  the  “  study 
of  man,”  ranked  at  the  tail  of  the  zoologists*  (in  all, 
the  staff  of  savans  amounted  to  thirty-three)  ;  but  the 
real  object  of  the  expedition  was  to  obtain  surveys 
and  information  which  might  facilitate  the  execution 
of  the  grand  scheme  of  occupation  and  conquest, 
and  this  was  afterwards  made  evident  by  more  than 
one  of  the  staff  of  philoso2)hes  who  published  long, 
pompous  accounts  of  the  voyage.  Wherever  they 
w^ent,  their  first  occupation  was  to  ascertain  how  the 
island  or  the  settlement  might  most  easily  be  occu¬ 
pied  by  France ;  wherever  the  flag  of  England  was 
floating  (and  at  times  it  filled  them  with  despair  to 
see  how  many  isles  and  corners  of  the  globe  were 
covered  by  the  English  leopard),  their  first  thought 
was  how,  by  war  or  by  surprise,  they  might  hoist 
the  tricolor  flag  in  its  stead,  and  attach  the  terri¬ 
tory  for  ever  to  the  dominion  of  France,  that  en¬ 
lightened,  free,  and  philosophical  country  which 
had  so  much  tenderer  a  regard  for  the  happiness 
of  the  human  species  than  had  the  proud,  oppres¬ 
sive,  greedy,  and  tyrannical  Albion.  Of  St.  He¬ 
lena,  where  the  career  of  their  great  employer  was 
destined  to  close — the  island  which  was  afterwards 
represented  as  a  pestiferous  spot  purposely  chosen 
to  shorten  his  days — they  drew  the  most  flattering 
description.  It  was  an  Isle  of  Calypso ;  it  was  a 
spot  worthy  to  have  given  birth  to  the  Goddess  of 
Beauty,  so  sunny,  balmy,  and  beautiful,  so  hila¬ 
rious  and  healthy  was  it !  In  a  report  which  the 
First  Consul  himself  ordered  to  be  published  at 
Paris,  the  captain  of  one  of  the  corvettes  called  St. 
Helena  a  terrestrial  paradise,  a  Land  of  Promise 
where  all  the  fruits  of  the  earth  and  all  its  flowers 
were  found  in  the  greatest  perfection;  where  the 
air  was  pure,  the  sky  serene,  and  everything  around 
hushed  in  a  heavenly  calm ;  where  health  shone  in 
every  countenance  and  w'here  the  diseases  con¬ 
tracted  in  India  were  cured  instantaneously  !  The 
publishing  savans,  however,  admitted  that  the 

*  Edinburgh  Review,  No.  XI.,  Art.  on  Voy.-ige  dans  les  Quatre  Priu- 
oipales  lies  des  Mers  d’Africiue,  fait  (inr  ordve  dii  (iouvernemeut,  &c. 
&c. :  par  J.  n.  G.  M;  liory  ile  St.  Vincent,  Nntnrnlistc  en  chef  dans 
1  I'.xiicdition,  S:c.  '1  his  many-named  naturalist  soon  grew'  wearv  of 
the  sea  and  its  i)rivations,  and  made  all  the  haste  he  could  back  to 
Knince.  On  the  whole,  those  thirty-three  savatis  were  bttt  a  poor  spi¬ 
ritless  set,  impatient  of  sufferiug  and  discomfort,  and  loathing  the 
sea. 
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island  would  be  rather  difficult  to  take,  and  keep, 
until  the  naval  superiority  of  the  French  should  be 
fully  established. 

These  splendid  visions  of  conquest  in  the  East 
ended  without  the  possibility  of  making  any  great 
effort  to  realize  them;  but  in  the  West,  great  and 
most  costly  exertions  were  actually  made.  The 
expedition  to  St.  Domingo  not  only  formed  an  es¬ 
sential  part  of  Bonaparte’s  colonial  system,  but 
also  afforded  him  the  oppcJrtunities  of  finding  em¬ 
ployment  in  a  time  of  peace  for  a  portion  of  his 
immense  army,  and  of  relegating  many  of  his  dis¬ 
contented  officers  and  soldiers  far  from  France. 
Papers  are  said  still  to  exist  which  show  that  this 
expedition  was  for  the  First  Consul  a  measure  of 
military  police;  that  the  drafting  of  the  forces 
to  be  employed  was  most  cunningly  arranged  ;  that 
the  choice  fell  upon  the  demi-brigades,  of  which 
he  was  least  sure,  and  upon  the  most  ardent  of  the 
republicans ;  that  the  men  devoted  to  Moreau,  and 
the  other  sturdy  republican  generals  who  would 
not  bend  the  knee  at  the  Tuileries,  were  all  thrust 
into  this  fatal  expedition.*  But  to  keep  in  con¬ 
trol  those  discontented,  turbulent  masses,  the  com¬ 
mand  in  chief  was  given  to  General  Leclerc,  who 
had  become  Bonaparte’s  brother-in-law  by  mar¬ 
rying  his  favourite  sister  Pauline ;  and  to  officers 
and  men,  the  most  tempting  and  extravagant  pro¬ 
mises  were  given  of  estates  and  riches  in  the  vast 
and  productive  island  to  which  they  were  going. 
About  24,000  soldiers  were  collected  on  the 
western  coast  of  France  in  the  autumn  of  1801. 
To  transport  them  to  their  destination,  Bonaparte 
demanded  the  services  of  the  Spanish  navy ;  and 
seven  Spanish  shqrs  of  the  line,  besides  frigates, 
were  put  at  his  disposal.  The  whole  fleet,  which 
sailed  on  the  14th  of  December,  1801,  consisted 
of  23  or  24  sail  of  the  line,  including  some  Dutch 
ships,  of  10  or  12  frigates,  and  of  a  swarm  of 
smaller  vessels  and  transports.  The  w'ay  in  which 
the  First  Consul  disposed  of  the  naval  forces  of  his 
allies  or  dependants  gave  rise  to  serious  reflections 
in  England,  for  it  proved  that  all  the  shipping  and 
])orts  from  the  Texel  to  Cadiz  were  at  the  disposal 
of  the  French,  and  that,  if  any  long  peace  were 
allowed  to  the  Continent,  these  navies  would  be 
greatly  increased. 

The  negroes  and  mulattoes  of  St.  Domingo,  who 
had  themselves  abolished  their  slavery  by  energetic, 
sanguinary,  and  terrible  means,  were  now  settled 
down  under  an  imitative  temporary  republic,  of 
which  Toussaint  Louverture,  a  black  slave  of  dis¬ 
tinguished  courage  and  ability,  was  the  real  head. 
Toussaint  had  fought  like  a  Sjiartacus — only  with 
better  success — for  the  liberation  of  his  race ;  but 
notwithstanding  his  bravery  and  talent,  he  had 
little  instruction,  and  was,  like  all  the  negro  race, 
essentially  an  imitator,  who  could  only  copy  and 
follow  the  ideas  and  systems  of  the  whites.  At  first, 
he  made  a  constitution  for  the  negroes  of  St.  Do¬ 
mingo  like  that  which  the  Directory  had  made 
for  France  ;  but,  when  the  revolution^^of  Brumaire 

•  Capeligue. 
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established  the  consulship,  put  the  power  of  the 
state  in  the  hands  of  Bonaparte,  and  altered  the 
constitution,  Toussaint  changed  his  constitution 


Toussaint  Louvebture. 


also,  proclaiming'  himself  First  Consul  of  Haiti, 
the  Bonaparte  of  St.  Domingo !  These  close  imi¬ 
tations  irritated  the  First  Consul  of  France,  hurt  his 
very  susceptible  pride,  and  made  him  the  more 
eager  for  the  overthrow  of  this  negro  republic. 
“  This  comedy  of  government,”  said  he,  “  must 
cease  '.  We  must  not  permit  military  honours  to'be 
worn  by  apes  and  monkeys !”  As  for  the  abolition 
of  negro  slavery,  Bonaparte  considered  it  as  one  of 
the  most  glaring  absurdities  which  had  ever  been 
entertained  by  the  ideologists  and  revolutionists  of 
France:  he  had  had  a  near  view  of  slavery  in 
Egypt  and  Syria,  and  the  sight  had  not  rendered 
it  odious  to  him ;  he  doubted  whether  white  men 
could  cultivate  the  plantations  in  the  West  Indies; 
he  knew  that  the  negroes  could,  but  he  thought 
that  they  would  work  only  under  compulsion ;  and 
therefore  he  considered  negro  slavery  as  an  indis¬ 
pensable  necessity,  without  which  such  colonies 
would  be  useless.  To  Truguet,  a  warm  abolitionist, 
he  said,  in  open  council,  “  M.  Truguet,  if  you  had 
come  over  to  Egypt  to  preach  the  liberty  of  the 
blacks  and  Arabs,  we  would  have  hanged  you  on 
the  mast  of  your  ship  !  Your  friends  of  the 
blacks  delivered  all  the  whites  in  St.  Domingo  up 
to  the  ferocity  of  the  negroes  !  I  am  for  the  whites 
because  I  am  a  white  man  !  This  is  reason  enough. 
How  could  Frenchmen  dream  of  granting  liberty 
to  Africans,  to  men  who  had  no  civilisation,  who 
did  not  even  know  what  was  a  colony  and  what  a 
mother-country  ?  It  is  quite  clear  that  those  who 
want  the  liberty  of  the  blacks  want  the  slavery  of 
the  whites.  But  again,  do  you  believe  that,  if  the 
majority  of  the  National  Convention  had  known 
what  they  were  about,  and  had  understood  the 
colonies,  they  would  have  abolished  negro  slavery  ? 
At  present  nothing  but  self-conceit  and  hypocrisy 
can  make  peo]ile  cling  to  those  visionary  prin¬ 
ciples  of  the  Convention  !”  But,  as  Toussaint 
Louverture  was  a  black,  he  was,  by  the  same  phi¬ 
losophy,  likely  to  prefer  blacks  to  w'hites ;  and,  as 
the  negroes  of  St.  Domingo  had  obtained  their 


liberty  after  fighting  for  it,  it  was  quite  certain  that 
they  would  fight  again  rather  than  return  to 
slavery.  Accordingly  General  Leclerc  and  his 
doomed  demi-brigades  found,  almost  as  soon  as 
they  landed  in  St.  Domingo,  that  every  negro  on 
the  island  was  hostile  to  them,  and  that  they  were 
sent  to  engage  in  one  of  the  most  difficult  and  de¬ 
structive  of  warfares,  in  a  country  where  the 
climate  and  everything  else  were  against  them. 
Their  first  successes  only  deceived  them,  led  them 
into  a  false  and  dangerous  confidence,  and  made 
their  subsequent  failures  more  terrible  to  them¬ 
selves  and  more  disappointing  to  those  who  had 
sent  them  thither.  Fort  Dauphin  was  easily  cap¬ 
tured  ;  Cape  Fran9ais  was  evacuated  by  the  negro 
Henri  Christophe,  who  had  once  been  a  skilful 
cook  at  a  tavern,  but  who  was  now  a  general  of  the 
blacks,  and  second  only  to  Toussaint  Louverture ; 
but,  before  quitting  the  town,  Christophe  burned 
the  greater  part  of  it,  and  he  succeeded  in  drawing 
off  3000  armed  negroes,  with  whom  he  joined  the 
black  First  Consul.  With  nearly  equal  ease  the 
French  got  possession  of  Port-au-Prince  and  the 
chief  sea-ports,  and  of  the  principal  military  posts 
near  the  coast.  This  done,  they  advanced  into  the 
interior  of  the  island  to  encounter  the  black  First 
Consul  and  the  yellow  fever.  Various  loose  actions 
were  fought,  in  which  victory  did  not  invariably 
declare  itself  for  the  whites,  and  in  which  the  black 
generals  are  said  to  have  displayed  both  skill  and 
courage.  But  the  white  First  Consul  had  instructed 
his  brother-in-law  to  employ  craft  where  force 
failed ;  to  sow  jealousies  and  dissensions  among 
the  negroes;  to  dupe  the  black  First  Consul  by 
treaties  and  promises  of  amnesty,  honours  and  the 
viceroyalty  of  the  island  ;  and  to  adopt  all  means, 
foul  or  fair,  to  get  possession  of  his  person.  Though 
by  no  means  devoid  of  cunning,  or  unaccustomed 
to  practise  treachery  himself,  the  negro  chief  fell 
into  the  snare,  submitted  to  Leclerc,  and  was 
presently  loaded  with  chains  and  sent  a  pri¬ 
soner  to  France.  But  the  successful  treachery 
did  not  lead  to  the  result  which  Bonaparte  had 
confidently  expected  from  it.  With  a  unanimity, 
with  a  fury  doubled  by  the  dark  deed,  the  negroes 
flew  to  arms  under  Henri  Christophe  and  other 
leaders,  fell  upon  the  French  when  weakened  by 
the  endemic  fever,  scattered  them,  drove  them  back 
towards  the  coast,  and  tortured,  mutilated, 
butchered  them  in  heaps  wherever  they  obtained 
the  mastery  over  them.  Between  the  blacks  and 
the  whites  nearly  all  the  plantations  and  the  dwell¬ 
ings  of  men  were  wasted  by  fire  and  the  sword  ; 
and  devastations  were  committed  from  which  the 
island  has  never  recovered,  nor  is  likely  to  recover 
under  negro  government.  The  French  retaliated 
wherever  they  were  able,  and  the  most  atrocious  of 
wars  w'as  prolonged  through  many  months.  Even 
in  the  restored  island  of  Guadaloupe,  where  but  a 
slight  resistance  was  offered  by  the  blacks  and 
mulattoes,  detestable  barbarities  were  committed, 
and  the  French  commander  frankly  announced  his 
intention  of  pursuing  and  exterminating  the  rem- 
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nant  of  the  rebels.  In  the  autumn  of  1802,  when 
the  yellow  fever  and  the  blacks  of  St.  Domingo  had 
reduced  the  fine  French  army  to  a  few  hundreds  of 
sickly,  wounded,  despairing  men,  and  when  Leclerc 
himself  was  dying  of  the  endemic,  Christophe, 
with  the  black  cliiefs  Clervaux  and  Dessalines, 
invested  the  town  of  Cape  Fran^ais.*  Leclerc 
died  on  the  2nd  of  November,  and  was  succeeded 
in  the  chief  command  by  General  Rochambeau, 
son  of  the  old  marshal  of  that  name  who  had 
served  in  America  with  Lafayette,  and  who  had 
commanded  the  first  great  revolutionary  army  in 
1790.  The  arrival  of  fresh  reinforcements  from 
France — in  all  about  15,000  men — enabled  Ro¬ 
chambeau  to  drive  Christophe  and  his  blacks  from 
Cape  Francais,  which  they  were  threatening  with 
a  regular  siege.  He  then  attempted  to  recover  the 
ground  which  Leclerc  had  lost,  and  to  penetrate 
into  the  south  of  the  island;  but  the  troops,  fresh 
from  Europe,  caught  the  terrible  diseases  of  the 
climate ;  and  after  some  marches  which  multiplied 
the  mortality,  and  some  disastrous  encounters  with 
Christophe,  he  was  compelled  to  retreat  to  Cape 
Francais,  with  a  force  so  diminished,  sick,  and 
disheartened,  as  to  render  any  long  defence  of  that 
place  an  impracticability.  As  by  this  time  the 
war  with  England  had  been  recommenced,  Bona¬ 
parte  could  not  venture  to  send  out  any  more  ships 
and  troops.  Preferring  a  capitulation  with  the 
negroes  to  a  surrender  to  the  English,  Rochambeau 
treated  with  the  black  chief  Dessalines,  agreed  to 
deliver  up  the  town  to  him,  and  evacuated  Cape 
FraiKjais  on  the  1st  of  December,  1803.  He  and 
his  garrison  were  followed  to  their  ships  by  a  great 
number  of  white  families,  who  had  returned  to  the 
island  in  the  hope  of  recovering  their  plantations 
and  slaves,  but  who  now  dreaded  the  ferocity  of 
the  free  and  triumphant  negroes.  The  whole  fleet 
or  convoy,  with  troops,  civilians,  and  planters,  was 
captured  by  our  squadrons ;  and  Rochambeau  was 
brought  a  prisoner  of  war  to  England.  Several 
French  generals,  who  occupied  distant  towns  on 
the  coast,  w’ere  left  behind  in  St.  Domingo  :  of 
these.  Brunet  surrendered  to  the  English  ;  Sarrazin 
succeeded  in  escaping  to  Cuba;  Noailles,  in  at¬ 
tempting  to  follow  Sarrazin,  was  intercepted  by  an 
English  sloop  of  war,  and  killed  in  the  fierce 
action  which  ensued  ;  and  Ferrand  retired  to  the 
town  of  San  Domingo,  a  place  of  great  strength, 
and  the  capital  of  the  old  Spanish  part  of  the 
island,  where  the  whites  Mere  more  poM’erful,  or 
the  blacks  more  friendly  and  sulnnissive,  than  in 
the  old  French  ])ortion  of  the  country.  Ferrand 
maintained  himself  there  for  nearly  five  years  ;  but, 
for  any  benefit  he  conferred  on  France,  he  might  as 
well  have  been  in  themoon :  he  could  never  make  any 
progress  in  conciliating  the  blacks  in  the  Pkench 

•  Since  the  nrrival  of  Leclerc  Inrge  reinforcements  liail  been  sent 
toliim;  but  of  .tt.OQO  men  in  all,  114.000  were  already  dcail,  7000 
were  in  the  hospitals,  so  that  only  about  OSOO  remained  capable  of 
bearinj,'  arms.  Three  ijeuerals.  Ledoycn,  Ibirdy,  and  Debelle,  and  a 
f-reat  number  of  field  ollicers  who  had  distinguished  themselves  in  the 
early  republican  armies,  were  already  in  their  graves,  or  were  left  as 
food  to  the  laud-crabs.  ' 
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part,  and  he  could  scarcely  ship  a  hogshead  of  sugar 
without  the  certainty  of  its  being  captured  by  the 
English.  In  1808,  when  the  Spanish  nation  rose 
like  one  man  against  Bonaparte,  the  Spanish  go¬ 
vernor  of  Porto-Rico  declared  w'ar  against  him, 
the  Spaniards  of  the  island  rose  upon  him,  and, 
after  a  battle  in  which  he  lost  the  greater  part  of 
his  very  small  force,  Ferrand  put  a  pistol  to  his 
head  and  blew  out  his  brains.  A  more  fatal  expe¬ 
dition  is  not  to  be  found  in  the  whole  history  of 
this  long  war  :  between  February,  1802,  and  De¬ 
cember,  1803,  from  40,000  to  50,000  men  perished 
in  the  island  of  St.  Domingo ;  but,  assuredly,  one 
of  the  objects  of  Bonaparte  was  obtained ;  the 
troublesome,  obdurate  republicans  could  trouble 
him  no  longer — the  dead,  and  only  the  dead, 
never  come  back, — as  citizen  Barrere  had  said  in 
the  high  republican  days.  The  treatment  which 
Toussaint  Louverture  met  with  in  FTance  was  at 
least  as  atrocious  as  any  part  of  this  horrible  history. 
He  was  brought  to  Paris  in  the  beginning  of  Au¬ 
gust,  1802,  and  was  sent  in  the  first  instance  to 
the  Temple,  which,  as  a  state  prison,  M’as  far  more 
crowded  than  ever  the  Bastille  had  been.  He 
wrote  a  letter  calculated  to  M’ork  upon  the  magna¬ 
nimity  of  the  man  who  had  the  command  of  his 
destiny;  *  but  in  this  case  Bonaparte  M'as  not  dis¬ 
posed  to  be  either  magnanimous  or  merciful.  He 
ordered  the  negro  chief  to  be  conveyed  to  the  castle 
of  Joux,  situated  in  the  most  desolate,  the  loftiest, 
and  coldest  part  of  the  Jura  mountains,  and  to  be 
there  immured  in  a  dungeon  au  secret.  And  so 
perfect  was  the  secrecy  observed,  and  so  accus¬ 
tomed,  already,  were  Bonaparte’s  agents  to  do  his 
will  mysteriously  and  silently,  that  for  a  long  time 
no  research  could  discover  to  the  eager  curiosity  of 
all  Europe  the  place  where  Toussaint  was  confined. 
His  imprisonment  M'as  rigorous  in  the  extreme ; 
he  had  a  litter  of  straw  for  his  bed,  he  was  scarcely 
allowed  food  enough  to  support  life,  his  cell  was 
damp,  and  for  more  than  half  the  year  the  Jura 
mountains  are  swept  by  the  hise,  or  cutting  wind 
which  blows  from  the  eternally  snow-clad  Mont 
Blanc  and  the  other  neighbouring  Alps.f  Neither 
the  precise  time  nor  the  manner  of  his  death  is 
known ;  but  the  most  credible  account  is,  that  one 
morning  in  the  M'inter  of  1803  Toussaint  Louver¬ 
ture  M-as  found  lying  dead  and  cold  on  his  straM'. 
Reports,  hoM  ever,  M-ere  spread,  and  for  a  long  time 
believed  by  many,  that  he  had  been  strangled  or 
poisoned.  About  the  same  time  that  he  M-as  first 
brought  to  France,  Bonaparte  published  an  edict 
banishing  all  of  the  negro  race  from  his  European 

*  It  was  saifl  that  Toussaint  used  the  expression,  **  The  first  man  of 
the  blacks  to  the  first  man  of  tlie  whites,”  and  that  this  j»ave  mortal 
offence  to  the  First  Consul.  But  Botirricune,  who  saw  the  letter,  says 
that  tliere  was  no  such  expression  in  it.  “  Bonaparte,”  adds  Bour- 
rienne,  acknowledged  that  the  black  leader  possessed  energy,  cou¬ 
rage.  and  great  skill.  I  am  sure  ho  would  have  rejoiced  if  the  result 
of  his  relations  with  St.  Domingo  had  been  something  else  than  the 
kidnapping  of  Toussaint.” 

-|-  hW  an  admirable  description  of  the  Chateau  de^Joux,  and  of 
Toussaint’s  dismal  cell,  witli  "  the  dim  light,  the  rotten  fioor  shining 
like  a  pond,  tin;  drip  of  water,  the  falling  Hakes  of  iee,”  see  Miss  Mar- 
tineau’s  historical  romance  of  ‘  The  Hour  and  the  Man.*  This  descrip¬ 
tion  was  written  after  a  visit  to  the  spot  in  the  year  1P39. 
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dominions.*  In  the  time  of  the  Directory,  to  prove 
his  desire  of  remaining  in  friendship  with  France, 
and  to  give  his  children  the  advantages  of  a  Euro¬ 
pean  education,  Toussaint  had  sent  two  of  his  sons 
to  Paris.  His  wife  and  some  other  members  of 
his  family  were,  after  his  own  seizure,  brought 
over  in  another  ship,  and  consigned  to  another 
state  prison.  After  his  death  his  family  were  con¬ 
fined  at  Brienne-en-Agen,  where  one  of  his  sons 
died.  The  unhappy  survivors  were  not  set  at  li¬ 
berty  until  the  restoratioir  of  the  Bourbons  in  1814. 
His  widow  died  in  1816,  in  the  arms  of  her  sons 
Placide  and  Isaac.  His  virtues,  his  genius,  and 
political  foresight  seem  all  to  have  been  roman¬ 
tically  exaggerated ;  but,  after  every  deduction, 
Toussaint-Louverture  will  appear  to  have  been  by 
far  the  most  extraordinary  man  known  to  have 
been  born  of  the  unmixed  negro  race  and  in  the 
soul-degrading  condition  of  a  slave;  “  and  the  deep 
damnation  of  his  taking-off”  must  ever  remain 
among  the  darkest  state  crimes  of  Napoleon  Bona¬ 
parte. f 

A  few  months  after  the  first  sailing  of  the  exiled 
republican  army  for  St.  Domingo,  the  First  Consul 
dispatched  Colonel  Sebastiani,  a  Corsican  of  great 
address  and  ability,  to  Egypt,  Syria,  and  other 
countries  in  the  Levant ;  for  Egypt  still  lay  at  the 
heart  of  this  all-grasping  ruler ;  and,  whether  he 
should  recover  and  keep  the  great  West  India 
islands  or  not,  he  was  eager  to  possess  himself 
of  the  ancient  land  of  the.  Pharaohs,  of  the 
Isthmus  of  Suez,  of  all  the  country  that  lay  be¬ 
tween  the  Mediterranean  and  the  shores  of  the  Red 
Sea,  or  that  stretched  along  that  sea ;  for  this  pos¬ 
session,  he  still  fancied,  would  facilitate  his  views 
on  India :  and  it  entered  into,  and  would  become, 
a  capital  part  of  the  grand  scheme  for  seizing  the 
islands  along  the  African  coast,  and  in  the  Arabian 
and  Indian  seas,  or  all  the  approaches  to  Hindos- 
tan.  I  This  longing  after  the  flesh-pots  of  Egypt 
was  no  new  thing  in  France.  Choiseul,  during 
the  American  war,  considered  Egypt  as  a  settle¬ 
ment  which  might  serve  France  in  lieu  of  her 
West  India  islands,  which  she  was  even  then 

•  The  excellent  poet  und  man,  the  venerable  Wordsw  orth,  wtio  had 
just  then  been  travelling  on  the  continent,  notices  tliis  barbarous  and 
senseless  edict  in  his  sonnet  dated  1st  Sept.  1802  : — 

“  We  had  a  fellow-passenj^er  who  came 
From  Calais  with  us,  "audy  in  array,— 

A  nejjro  woman  like  a  lady  yay. 

Yet  silent  as  a  woman  feariu*?  blame ; 

Dejected,  meek,  yet  pltiaidy  tame. 

She  si\te,  from  notice  turning  not  aw-ay, 

Hut  on  our  proffered  kindness  still  did  lay 
A  weight  of  languid  speech,  or  at  the  same 
Was  silent,  motionless  in  eyes  and  face. 

She  was  a  negi'O  woman  driven  from  France— 

Rejected^  like  nil  otheis  of  that  race. 

Not  me  of  whom  may  now  find  footing  there  i 
This  the  poor  outcast  did  to  us  declare, 

Nor  murmured  at  the  unreeling  ordinance.” 

t  M.  de  Hroicis,  Sketch  of  the  Life  of  Toussaint  Louverture,  as  cited 
in  Penny  Cyclopaedia,  art.  Tou.ssaint. — Biographic  Moderne,  ou  Ga- 
lerie  Historique.— Bourrienne. — Letters,  Manifestoes,  See.,  in  Ann. 
Kegist. 

j  “  A  great  deal,”  says  Bourrienne,  “  was  said  about  the  views  and 
projects  of  France  with  regard  to  Turkey  and  India;  and  the  com- 
jilaints  of  the  English  originated  in  Sebastiani’s  mission  to  Egypt.  On 
that  point  I  can  take  upon  me  to  say  that  the  English  government  was 
not  misinformed.  Bonaparte  too  frequently  spoke  to  me  of  his  ideas 
respecting  the  East,  and  his  projects  of  attacking  the  English  power  in 
India,  to  leave  any  doubt  in  my  mind  of  his  ever  having  renounced 
them.”^ 


losing ;  and  this  daring  minister  went  so  far  as  to 
enter  into  measures  for  the  acquisition  of  that 
country.  The  expediency  of  this  seizure  was 
pointed  out  by  the  celebrated  traveller,  Volney,  iu 
a  remarkable  pamphlet,  entitled  ‘  Considt^rations 
sur  la  Guerre  des  Russes  et  des  Turcs,’  which  he 
published  in  1788,  immediately  after  bis  return 
from  Egypt  and  Syria.  Talleyrand  was  full  of 
the  same  idea.  He  had  asserted  in  Memoires 
read  in  the  Institute,  and  given  to  the  world  iu 
print,  that,  even  if  France  could  keep  her  West 
Indian  colonies  from  the  English,  the  cmanciya- 
tion  of  the  negroes  must,  sooner  or  later,  stop  the 
cultivation  of  sugar,  and  render  those  colonies  use¬ 
less ;  and  that,  therefore,  it  behoved  an  intelligent 
government  to  prepare  beforehand  for  the  inevi¬ 
table  change,  by  acquiring  other  countries  capable  of 
growing  sugar  and  other  colonial  produce,  and  in 
which  the  labours  of  agriculture  might  be  performed 
without  blacks.  He  bade  France  look  about  her, 
pointing  himself  directly  to  Egypt  as  the  country 
which  ofi’ered  at  the  same  time  the  greatest  faci¬ 
lities  to  occupation  and  the  greatest  advantages  to 
the  occupants.*  Here,  indeed,  as  in  all  other 
projects  beyond  the  terra  Jirma  of  the  continent 
of  Europe,  permanent  success  must  depend  on  the 
superiority  at  sea ;  but,  counting  on  Spain,  Hol¬ 
land,  and  the  maritime  states  of  Italy  as  his  own 
(and  ship-building  was  driven  on  in  all  these 
countries  as  in  France),  and  relying  on  the  volun¬ 
tary  or  forced  services  of  Denmark,  Prussia,  and 
perhaps  of  Sweden,  the  First  Consul  hoped — and, 
at  one  time,  very  confidently — that,  before  the 
peace  of  Amiens  should  be  broken,  he  would  have 
that  naval  superiority.  His  envoy  with  the  roving 
commission,  the  very  clever  and  very  devoted  Se¬ 
bastiani,  was  also  instructed  to  spy  into  the  naked¬ 
ness  and  weakness  of  the  Turkish  empire  in  Asia 
Minor,  to  seek  through  the  Levant  for  advantages 
to  France  and  enmities  to  England;  hut  all  this 
was  kept  secret,  the  motive  publicly  assigned  for 
his  journey  being  the  anxiety  of  Bonaparte  at  the 
slowness  with  which  the  English  troops  were  eva¬ 
cuating  Egypt. 

Sebastian!  went  first  to  Tripoli,  and  thence 
to  Alexandria,  to  Aboukir,  to  Cairo,  to  Acre,  and 
we  know  not  where  besides.  He  was  a  young 
man  at  tlie  time,  his  Corsican  imagination  was  very 
lively,  and  he  knew  the  sort  of  reports  which  would 
best  please  his  countryman  and  employer.  On  his 
return  from  Egypt,  he  wrote  to  the  First  Consul — 
“  With  only  0000  men  you  may  restore  that  coun¬ 
try  to  the  French  republic!  so  thoroughly  are  the 
English  detested  there.  Your  name  alone  pro¬ 
cured  me  honour  and  protection  every  where  ;  and 
it  was  in  vain  that  General  Stuart,  the  representative 
of  his  British  majesty,  endeavoured  to  excite  the 
Turks  to  assassinate  me.”  The  report  contained 
sundry  other  calumnies  and  gross  insults  directed 
against  British  officers  in  the  Levant,  and  against 
their  government  at  home ;  and  ended  with  the 

•  Essai  sur  les  Avantages  a  retirer  de  Colonies  Nouvelles,  par  1 
Citojeu  C.  M.  TaUeyrand. 
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intimation  that  the  Venetians  and  Greeks  of  the 
Ionian  islands  would  rise  and  declare  for  the 
French  on  the  first  favourable  opportunity.  As  by 
this  time  Bonaparte  despaired  of  being  able  to  pro¬ 
long  the  peace  to  the  term  he  had  originally  wished, 
in  order  to  be  prepared  for  a  maritime  war,  he 
published,  on  the  30th  of  January,  1803,  the 
whole  of  Sebastiani’s  report  in  the  ‘  Moniteur.’ 
By  this  step,  which  he  appears  to  have  taken 
in  an  excess  of  rage  at  the  free  strictures  made 
upon  him  by  the  English  press,  he  disclosed 
to  the  world  the  real  objects  of  his  countryman’s 
mission  to  the  East ;  and  irritated,  insulted, 
and  alarmed  other  powers  besides  England. 
When  our  government  complained  to  his  am¬ 
bassador  at  London,  that  functionary  mentioned 
the  attacks  of  our  newspapers,  and  Sir  Robert 
Wilson’s  recently  published  account  of  the  English 
expedition  to  Egypt,  where  Bonaparte  was  accused 
of  cold-blooded  butcheries  and  poisonings  on  his 
retreat  from  Acre.*  But  there  was  a  wide  differ- 

*  Sir  Kobert  Wilson  had  been  the  first  to  tell  publicly  in  Europe  the 
story  of  the-  fusilade  of  the  Turkish  prisoners  at  JalTa,  and  of  the 
druggini*  with  opium  the  French  soldiers  who  were  sick  of  the 
plague.  Of  the  massacre  there  never  was  the  shadow  of  a  doubt 
(except  in  the  mind  of  Or.  Clarke,  the  traveller),  the  only  dif¬ 
ference  being  as  to  the  number  of  the  victims,  or  whether  1500  or 
2000  and  more  Turks  and  Arnauts  were  fiisiladed  in  cold  blood,  Uvo 
days  after  their  surrender,  behind  the  sand-hills  of  Jaffa,  where  the 
whitening  bones  of  many  of  tliem  are  still  visible.  Bonaparte  himself 
admitted  this  horrible  deed,  justifying  it  by  pleading  that,  in  the  re¬ 
duced  state  of  his  army,  he  could  not  spare  men  to  guard  so  many  pri¬ 
soners  ;  and  that,  as  these  Turks  and  Arnauts  had  broken  the  terms 
granted  to  them  after  the  battle  of  El  Arish,  he  could  not  trust  them  on 
their  parole,  or  take  their  promise  not  again  to  serve  in  this  war.  [Simi¬ 
lar  paroles  had  been  scandalously  broken  by  the  French  soldiery  from 
the  very'beginning  of  the  revolutionary  war ;  and  it  was  notorious  that 
they  continued  to  be  broken  all  through  Bonaparte’s  consulate  and 
empire.]  To  this  defence  of  the  massacre  the  following  good  and  brief 
answer  has  been  given : — “  He  could  not  possibly  have  recognised  in 
every  one  of  these  victims  an  individual  who  had  already  given  and 
broken  his  parole-  If  he  did,  stillthat  would  not  avail  him.  The  men 
surrendered  with  arms  in  their  hands.  No  general  has  a  right  to  see 
men  abandon  the  means  of  defence,  and  then — after  the  lapse  of  two 
days  too  ! — inflict  on  them  the  worst  .fate  that  could  have  befallen 
them  had  they  held  out.  The  only  remaining  plea  is  that  of  expe¬ 
diency  ;  and  it  is  one  upon  which  many  a  retail  as  well  as  wholesale 
murderer  might  justify  his  crime.” — Lockhart,  Hist,  of  Napoleon  Bo¬ 
naparte. 

No  point  in  the  life  of  Bonaparte  has  been  more  vehemently  de¬ 
bated  than  that  of  his  poisoning  his  own  people.  Some  of  his  parti¬ 
sans  have  denied  it  altogether,  but  others  have  satisfied  themselves 
with  reducing  the  number  of  victims  from  sixty  or  a  hundred  to  ten, 
or  eight,  or  six,  or  three  ;  and  witli  justifying  the  deed  as  a  merciful 
dispensation,  inasmucli  as  it  abbreviated  the  sufleringsof  a  few  whose 
disease  was  hopeless,  and  tended  to  prevent  the  horrible  contagion  from 
spreading.  When  talking  over  the  events  of  his  life  at  St.  Helena, 
Bonaparte  allowed  that  a  consultation  ha<l  been  held  at  Jafla  witli 
Hesgenettes,  the  chief  surgeon,  in  which  poison  was  spoken  of,  and 
the  question  put  whether  it  would  not  be  an  act  of  humanity  to  short(‘n 
the  sufferings  of  the  plague  patients,  and  preserve  them  from  the 
Turks,  into  whose  hands  they  must  fall,  by  administering  copious 
doses  of  opium  to  them?  The  dethroned  emperor  even  argued  that  he 
bhoiild  have  bct-n  justifia\>lc  in  administering  the  poison,  and  said 
that,  under  the  circumstances,  he  would  have  advised  the  same  treat¬ 
ment  for  his  own  son,  and  demanded  it  for  himself.  He  added,  liow- 
ever,  that  Hesgenettes  had  replied  to  the  ])roposition  by  saying  that 
“  his  business  was  to  cure,  and  not  to  kill and  he  left  it  to  be  im¬ 
plied  that  the  poisou  had  not  been  administered  at  all,  or  only  to  two 
or  three  individuals  who  were  nearly  at  the  last  gaap.  He  asserted 
liiat  the  entire  numbtu  of  the  plague  patients  at  tliis  moment  did  not 
exceed  twenty ;  and  that,  during  the  whole  retreat,  every  possible 
care  was  taken  of  the  sick  and  wounded.  Such  was  his  exposition  of 
the  case  according  to  Las  Cases  and  otlier  favourable  reporters.  But 
before  this  time,  or  during  his  first  exile  in  tlie  island  of  Elba,  Bona¬ 
parte  liad  given  a  somewhat  different  account  of  the  facts.  He  told 
Lord  Ebrington,  distinctly,  that  it  was  lie,  Napoleon  Bonaparte, 
that  made  the  proposition  to  Hesgenettes,  and  that  he  took  credit  for 
his  humanity  in  having  so  done.  He  diminished  the  number  of  pa¬ 
tients  to  secen — as  if  that  changed  the  character  of  the  crime  ;  and  he 
asserted  that  Hesgenettes  rejected  his  advice — as  if  that  were  an  ex¬ 
cuse  for  his  having  given  it.  .Sir  Robert  Wilson  was  not  the  only 
person  that  cViarged  (ieneral  Bonaparte  with  this  i>oisoQing.  Two 
Frenchmen,  who  were  l)oth  with  him  in  Egypt  (M.  Miot,  a  war  com¬ 
missary,  and  M.  Martin,  one  of  the  savans,  or  a  member  of  the  com¬ 
mission  of  sciences  and  arts),  told  the  same  terrible  story  as  soon  as 


ence  between  the  cases  :  in  England,  the  press  was 
free;  in  France,  it  was  fettered  and  manacled,  and, 
to  that  degree,  that  scarcely  a  line  of  which  Bona¬ 
parte  or  his  police  disapproved  could  he  published 
in  any  journal.  Sir  Robert  Wilson’s  book  w'as  hut 
the  work  of  a  private  individual,  published  by  a 
bookseller ;  whereas  Sebastiani’s  offensive  report 
was  an  official  paper,  sent  as  such  to  the  head  of 
the  government,  and  published  by  Bonaparte  him¬ 
self  in  his  authorised  organ  and  official  gazette.  It 
was  said  that  he  had  revised  it  himself,  and  given 
it  more  pungency  before  sending  it  to  he  printed ; 
hut  it  signifies  little  whether  this  was  true  or  false  : 
it  was  enough,  in  the  circumstances,  that  the  report 
had  appeared  in  the  ‘  Moniteur.’  It  was  true  that 
Sir  Robert  Wilson’s  hook  was  dedicated[to  the  Duke 
of  York,  and  had  been  presented  to  the  king  at  a 
levee  by  the  author;  but,  in  England,  neither 

they  could  safely  do  so,  or  as  soon  as  Bonaparte  was  overthrown. 
Miot  said  though  he  could  not  say  he  had  any  other  positive 
proofs  of  lae  poisoning  of  the  sick,  except  the  innumerable  conversa¬ 
tions  he  heard  in  the  army  (Jie  could  have  had  no  more  positive  proofs, 
unless  he  had  been  one  of  those  who  administered  the  poison),  yet,  ‘‘  if 
the  public  voice  could  be  believed,  it  was  a  fact,  that  some  of  the 
wounded  at  Mount  Carmel,  and  a  great  part  of  the  sick  at  Jaffa,  pe¬ 
rished  by  means  of  the  medicines  which  were  administered  to  them.” 
Mdmoires pour  servir  d  I'Histoire  des  Expeditions  en  Egypte  et  en  Syrie. 
Deuxihne  Edition.  1814.  Martin  says  that  Bonaparte,  “unable  to  re¬ 
move  the  immense  numbers  of  sick  and  wounded,  which  a  bloody  siege 
(that  of  Acre)  and  a  dreadful  disease  (the  plague)  had  accumulated  iu 
Jaffa,  proposed  to  Hesgenettes  to  administer  poison  in  the  shape  of 
medicine;”  and  that  “  Desgeuettes  shrunk  with  horror  from  this 
proposition,  but  Bonaparte  thereupon  addressed  himself  to  an  infe¬ 
rior  officer  of  the  medical  department,  and  by  his  means  perpetrated 
the  crime.” — Histoire  de  V Expedition  d" Egypte.  Sir  Robert  Wilson, 
who  related  the  fact  upon  the  authority  of  French  officers  and 
soldiers  (they  mentioned  it  as  a  thing  notoriou-  in  the  whole  French 
army),  who  called  upon  the  savans,  the  members  of  the  Institute  at 
Cairo,  to  contradict  him  if  they  could,  said  that,  from  more  confiden¬ 
tial  sources  of  information,  he  knew  that,  by  persevering,  Bonaparte 
found  an  apothecary  who  consented  to  become  his  agent  and  to  admi¬ 
nister  the  poisou  to  the  sick ;  that  in  a  few  hours  580  soldiers  perished 
by  opium ;  and  that  the  apothecary  afterwards  unequivocally  con¬ 
fessed  the  fact.  We  know  ourselves,  from  private  sources  of  informa¬ 
tion,  that  Murat,  when  seated  on  the  throne  of  Naples,  confessed  his 
belief  that  some  scores  of  plague-stricken  soldiers  had  been  dis¬ 
patched  in  this  manner;  and  stated  tliat  the  same  belief,  but  em¬ 
bracing  a  greater  number  of  victims,  was  common  among  the  soldiery 
iu  Egypt.  A  trustworthy  Italian,  Francesco  Cavaliero,  who  was  in 
Egypt  with  the  French  army,  and  who,  at  his  death  in  1825,  left  a 
manuscript  journal,  from  which  some  striking  extracts  were  given  iu 
the  ‘  Penny  Magazine,’  tells  us  that  on  the  retreat  from  Syria  tlie  suf¬ 
ferings  of  the  sick  and  wounded  were  terrible  ill  the  extreme;  that, 
in  their  deplorable  condition,  many  of  the  soldiers  put  an  end  to  their 
existence  by  placing  the  muzzles  of  their  muskets  under  their  chins, 
and  letting  them  off  with  their  toes ;  that  no  assistance  was  given 
to  these  sick  and  wounded ;  and  that,  “  at  length,  it  was  reported 
that  Bonaparte  had  ordered  some  drugs  to  be  given  to  the  sick  and 
wounded,  to  put  an  end  to  their  existence.”  And  the  Italian  hereto 
subjoins  one  of  the  most  striking  anecdot(*s  told  any  where  or  by  any 
one  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte; — “  The  troops  upbraided  him  for  this 
with  most  bitter  language,  representing  the  men  as  dying  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  this  cruel  order,  and  exclaiming,  ‘  Shoot  the  tyrant !  Shoot 
the  Corsican  rebel !  ’  with  many  other  abusive  words;  but  he,  with 
the  utmost  fortitude,  listened  to  their  reproaches,  and  answered  them 
coolly  in  the  following  words : — 'For  shame!  for  shame!  You  are 
too  many  to  assassinate  me,  and  too  few  to  intimidate  me!’  (^Vous 
etas  trap  pour  me  tuer,  et  trap  peu  pour  m'intimider  /)  The  soldiers  ex¬ 
claimed,  with  astonishment,  ‘  What  courage  the  fellow  has  got!  ’ 

(Oucl  courage  a  ce - Id).  And  so  nothing  happened  to  him.” — 

Penny  Magazine,  vol.  vi.  Francesco  Cavaliero’s  manuscript  bote 
evidence  of  its  perfect  genuineness ;  and  the  veracity  and  general  re¬ 
spectability  of  the  man’s  character  were  ascertained  before  the  papers 
he  left  were  used.  After  leaving  Egypt,  Francesco  went  to  Malta, 
and  from  Malta  to  England,  where  he  entered  into  the  service  of  Ad¬ 
miral  Bisset;  then  into  SirThomas  Hardy’s;  and  finally.us  steward, 
into  that  of  Admiral  Lord  Keith,  when  his  lordship  commaniied  the 
Channel  fleet.  As  admiral’s  steward,  he  had  the  opportunity  of 
showing  much  attention  to  Bonaparte  when  a  prisoner  on  board  the 
‘  Bellerophon  and  he  received  from  the  fallen  emperor,  on  his  de¬ 
parture  for  St.  Helena,  a  strong  expression  of  thanks,  with  the  deco¬ 
ration  of  the  Legion  of  Honour.  On  Lor<l  Keith’s  death,  he  entered 
the  service  of  the  Duke  of  Wellington’s  brother.  Lord  Maryborough. 
Angry  reports  had  probably  exaggerated  the  number  of  the  victims ; 
tiic  crime  itself,  horrible  as  it  is,  may,  considering  all  the  circum¬ 
stances,  and  comparing  it  with  other  deeds  of  the  same  man,  sink  into 
insignificance  ;  but  we  cannot  agree  with  some  recent  English  w'riters, 
who  seem  to  consider  all  the  facts  of  tlie  case  as  disproved. 
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the  dedication  nor  such  presentation  could  render 
the  sovereign  or  government  responsible  for  its 
contents.  In  order  to  establish  such  responsibility 
the  press  of  England  ought  to  have  been  enslaved, 
and  the  expression  of  private  opinion  suppressed, 
as  in  France.  But  it  was  not  so  much  the  attack 
on  our  national  honour  and  on  the  spotless  cha¬ 
racter  of  General  Sir  John  Stuart,  as  the  deve¬ 
lopment  of  ambitious  views  and  fixed  intentions, 
that  incensed  our  government  and  people  at  Se- 
hastiani’s  published  report.  The  tone,  too,  of  that 
document  harmonized  perfectly  with  many  overt 
acts  and  political  aggrandizements  already  accom¬ 
plished.  By  deeds  as  well  as  by  words  the  First 
Consul  had  proved  that  those  who  were  disposed 
to  give  him  a  trial  were  making  a  very  useless 
and  dangerous  experiment,  and  that  the  only  treaty 
he  consulted  was  his  own  ambition  and  absolute 
will.  The  erecting  himself  President  of  the  Cis¬ 
alpine  republic,  betw’een  the  signing  of  the  preli¬ 
minaries  and  exchanging  the  ratifications  of  peace, 
had  been  overlooked  or  had  not  been  allowed  to 
stand  in  the  w'ay  of  the  pacific  experiment.  It 
had,  however,  been  understood  at  Amiens,  and  an 
express  promise  and  pledge  to  that  effect  had  been 
given  to  the  Emperor  of  Russia,  who  took  an  active 
interest  in  the  fate  of  the  House  of  Savoy,  that 
Piedmont  should  neither  be  united  to  the  so-called 
republic  in  Italy,  nor  incorporated  with  France, 
but  be  left,  with  some  slight  clipping,  to  the  un¬ 
fortunate  King  of  Sardinia.  It  was  equally  under¬ 
stood  that  France,  which  had  been  allowed  all  the 
benefits  of  the  uti  possidetis  principle,  should  remain 
content  with  what  she  had,  nor  attempt  any  new 
incorporations  or  annexations  of  territory  either 
beyond  the  Alps  or  elsewhere.  Yet,  because  the 
young  Emperor  Alexander  refused  to  take  up  that 
wild  scheme  of  Indian  conquest  to  be  made  jointly 
by  France  and  Russia,  which  had  been  entertained 
by  his  father,  and  declined  concurring  in  other 
hostile  views  against  Great  Britain  and  Austria,  Bo¬ 
naparte,  after  sundry  encroachments  and  stretches 
of  power  on  the  side  of  the  Rhine  and  in  that  other 
puppet-state  the  Batavian  republic,  took  posses¬ 
sion  of  the  island  of  Elba  in  virtue  of  an  agree¬ 
ment  with  Naples  and  Tuscany;  seized  upon  the 
duchy  of  Parma,  on  the  death  of  the  Duke  Ferdi¬ 
nand  ;  and  finally,  by  a  Senatus  Consultum,  dated 
September  2nd,  1802,  annexed  and  incorporated  the 
whole  of  Piedmont  with  France;  and,  moving  the 
old  landmarks,  divided  it,  in  the  rigid  mathema¬ 
tical  manner,  into  six  departments — Po,  Dora, 
Stura,  Marengo,  and  Tanaro.  Vittorio  Amedeo, 
the  original  member  of  the  coalition  of  sovereigns, 
had  died  broken  hearted  in  1196  :  his  successor. 
Carlo  Emanuele,  had  been  compelled  by  the 
French,  and  his  own  republican-disposed  subjects, 
to  sign  an  act  of  abdication,  and  to  retire  with  all 
his  family  to  the  rude  island  of  Sardinia  in  1198. 
As  soon  as  the  then  impassable  sea  was  placed  be¬ 
tween  this  sovereign  and  his  oppressors,  and  he 
was  doubly  safe  in  the  midst  of  the  brave  Sards, 
he  put  forth  a  simple  and  touching,  yet  spirited 
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protest.  Shortly  after  he  voluntarily  resigned  the 
crowm  to  his  younger  brother,  Vittorio  Emanuele, 
who  was  now  ruling,  not  unwisely  or  unpatriot- 
ically,  in  Sardinia,  which  was  all  that  was  left  of 
the  dominions  of  his  ancient  House,  one  of  the 
most  ancient  of  the  dynasties  of  Europe.  But,  as  a 
very  large  portion  of  the  Savoyard  and  Piedmontese 
nobility,  either  anxious  to  escape  from  the  inso¬ 
lence  and  oppressions  of  the  French  and  the  repub¬ 
lican  party  of  their  own  countrymen,  or  to  prove 
their  fidelity  and  attachment  to  their  princes,  had 
followed  the  exiled  family  into  the  island,  and  as 
industry  and  civilization  were  at  a  very  low'  ebb, 
balking  the  bounties  of  nature  and  the  richness  of 
the  soil,  the  court  remained  crow'ded  and  miserably 
poor — -so  poor,  for  years,  that  the  noblest  w'ere 
obliged  to  exhibit  themselves  in  patched  coats, 
and  the  royal  family  itself  must  have  been  reduced 
to  absolute  privations  if  it  had  not  been  for  grants 
of  money  made  by  England.  Nor  was  it  the  in¬ 
tention  of  the  French  to  respect  this  last  asylum 
(except  the  grave)  of  royalty  and  WTetchedness. 
“  Sardinia,”  said  Bonaparte,  “  produces  the  best 
bread  in  the  w'orld  : — Sardinia  is  but  a  continuation 
of  the  island  of  Corsica,  and,  like  Corsica,  must, 
naturally,  be  ours.”  Emissaries  and  propagandists 
were  thrown  into  Cagliari  to  work  upon  the  discon¬ 
tents  of  the  people,  and  tempt  them  with  prospects  of 
the  advantages  and  honours  to  be  derived  from  an 
incorporation  with  the  French  republic ;  and  more 
than  once  these  agents  very  nearly  succeeded  in 
exciting  dangerous  insurrections.  From  Cape 
Bonifazio  to  the  northern  point  of  Sardinia  was 
but  a  step  :  alert  Corsicans,  happy  to  gratify  their 
old  feuds  with  their  nearest  neighbours,  were  con¬ 
stantly  traversing  the  narrow  strait,  landing  on  the 
Sardinian  coast,  plundering  or  destroying. 

The  French  troops  had  never  been  entirely  with¬ 
drawn  from  Switzerland ;  and  in  the  autumn  of 
the  present  year  a  fresh  army  was  marched  into 
the  Cantons.  The  constitution  which  had  been 
set  up  by  the  Directory,  and  the  dissensions  and 
feuds  which  French  intrigue  had  promoted,  had 
thrown  the  whole  of  that  tranquil  and  once  happy 
country  into  a  most  stormy  and  unhappy  condition ; 
had  broken  up  nearly  all  respect  for  old  institu¬ 
tions,  had  set  the  peasantry  and  burghers  in  hostile 
array  against  the  aristocracy,  and  then  in  some 
parts  the  peasants  against  the  burghers  and  the 
burghers  against  the  peasants ;  had  destroyed 
nearly  all  old  connexions,  and,  by  the  madness  of 
political  faction,  had  up-rooted  domestic  affections 
and  dissolved  family  ties,  frequently  setting  the 
nearest  relatives  in  deadly  hostility  to  one  another. 
Many  collisions  took  place,  and  not  a  little  blood 
was  spilt.  At  the  same  time  the  established  pro¬ 
visional  government  refused  to  sanction  the  dis¬ 
memberment  of  the  Valais,  which  Bonaparte 
wanted  for  his  projected  military  road  over  the 
Simplon.  In  the  month  of  October  the  First  Con¬ 
sul  sent  his  trusty  aide-de-camp  Rapp  to  Bern,  to 
offer  to  the  distracted  Cantons  his  mediation  for 
the  settlement  of  all  their  differences  ;  and  at  the 
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same  time  he  ordered  General  Ney  to  be  at  hand 
to  enforce  obedience  at  the  head  of  an  army.  Thus 
backed  by  Ney’s  grenadiers  and  dragoons,  Rapp 
delivered  a  letter  which  told  the  Swiss  magnates 
and  legislators  that  they  must  submit  to  whatever 
terms  the  self-elected  mediator  might  choose  to 
propose.  “If  you  are  left  longer  to  yourselves,” 
said  the  First  Consul,  “you  will  go  on  killing  each 
other  for  years,  and  perhaps  without  any  chance  of 
coming  to  an  understanding  after  all.  I  must 
mediate  between  you,  but  I  expect  that  my  media¬ 
tion  shall  be  final,  and  that  you  will  accept  it  as  a 
new  benefit  of  the  Providence  which,  in  the  midst 
of  so  many  vicissitudes,  still  watches  over  the  inde¬ 
pendence  of  your  nation.”  He  recommended,  or 
rather  commanded  them  to  send  deputies  to  Paris, 
in  order  that  they  might  agree  with  him  as  to  par¬ 
ticular  measures.  The  democratic  party  readily 
accepted  the  proffered  mediation ;  the  aristocratic 
party,  despite  of  Ney  and  his  army,  who  were 
marching  on  Bern,  showed  considerable  reluctance ; 
but  they  were  obliged  to  send  Aloys  Reding  with 
other  deputies  from  their  own  body  to  Paris,  and 
eventually  to  submit  to  the  law  dictated  in  the 
Tuileries.  It  is  true  that  Bonaparte,  who  now 
added  “  Mediator  of  the  Helvetic  League”  to  his 
other  titles,  displayed  more  moderation  and  at  the 
same  time  infinitely  more  political  wisdom  in  this 
matter  than  in  any  other  of  the  same  sort ;  but 
his  modua  oporandi  was  worse  than  an  insult  to 
Austria,  the  close  neighbour  of  Switzerland,  and 
to  the  other  powers  of  Europe,  who  had  each  as 
good  a  right  to  mediate  as  he  had ;  the  march  of 
Ney’s  army  was  a  direct  and  glaring  attack  on  that 
Swiss  independence  which  he  had  engaged  to  re¬ 
spect  ;  and,  besides  all  this,  he  forced  the  federal 
government  to  agree  to  maintain  a  body  of  16,000 
men  in  his  service,  as  they  had  formerly  done  for 
the  service  of  the  Bourbon  kings,  and  he  retained 
Geneva  and  the  bishopric  of  Basle,  which  had  been 
seized  by  the  Directors,  at  the  same  time  separating 
from  Bern  the  whole  of  the  Valais,  which  country 
was  not  long  after  incorporated  with  France.  In 
his  discussions  with  the  Swiss  deputies,  who  were 
summoned  when  he  wanted  them  to  the  Tuileries 
like  lackeys,  he  gave  vent  to  sundry  expressions 
which  must  have  humbled  their  national  pride 
(that  pride  without  which  there  is  no  nation 
worthy  of  the  name)  as  much  as  they  irritated  or 
were  proper  to  irritate  the  other  states  and  sove¬ 
reigns  of  Europe.  “  I  never  thought,”  said  he 
(intimating  by  so  saying  that  he  could  do  it  if  he 
would),  “  of  uniting  you  to  France,  for  you  are  too 
poor  to  bear  the  charges  which  the  French  are 
obliged  to  sustain.  This  mediation  in  your  affairs 
has  given  me  a  great  deal  of  trouble.  It  is  a  diffi¬ 
cult  task  for  me  to  give  constitutions  to  a  country 
n-hich  I  know  very  imperfectly.  Should  my  ap¬ 
pearance  on  your  stage  prove  unsuccessful  I  should 

be  hissed,  which  is  a  thing  I  do  not  like . 

But  all  Europe  expects  France  to  settle  the  afi'airs 
of  Switzerland,  for  it  is  now  acknowledged  by 
Europe  that  Switzerland,  as  well  as  Italy  and 
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Holland,  is  at  the  disposal  of  France.”*  But 
neither  by  England  nor  by  Austria  was  the  ac¬ 
knowledgment  of  the  fact  accompanied  by  any 
recognition  of  the  right,  and  this  last  pretension  of 
the  First  Consul  was  in  itself  quite  enough  to  rend 
the  treaty  of  Amiens. 

Another  grand  provocative  to  the  rupture  was 
the  fierce  and  systematized  hostility  of  Bonaparte 
to  the  commerce  of  Great  Britain,  which,  instead 
of  being  allowed  through  the  return  of  peace  to 
flow  in  its  old  channels,  was  actually  more  im¬ 
peded  and  hampered  in  France  and  in  the  coun¬ 
tries  where  the  French  held  sway  than  it  had  been 
during  the  war. 

While  the  First  Consul  was  making  every  month 
or  week  some  new  encroachment,  or  advancing 
some  new  claim  ;  while  he  was  every  day  depart¬ 
ing,  if  not  from  the  strict  letter,  from  the  spirit  of 
the  treaty  of  Amiens,  he  pretended  to  bind  Eng¬ 
land  to  the  strict  observance  of  every  article  in 
that  treaty  which  was  against  her,  and  insisted  on 
the  immediate  evacuation  of  Malta,  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  and  of  every  place  she  had  agreed  to 
restore.  The  final  rupture  came  a  few  months 
later,  but  it  was  evident  to  the  world  before  the 
close  of  the  year  1802  that  the  treaty  of  Amiens 
was  an  experiment  which  had  failed,  and  that  re¬ 
course  would  soon  be  had  once  more  to  the  ultima 
ratio — cannons,  muskets,  and  bayonets. 

The  newly  returned  Imperial  parliament  assem¬ 
bled  as  early  as  the  16th  of  November,  when  Mr. 
Abbot  was  unanimously  re-elected  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Commons.  The  speech  from  the  throne 
seemed  to  intimate  that  the  renewal  of  the  war 
was  at  least  probable,  his  majesty  saying  that, 
notwithstanding  his  sincere  desire  for  peace,  it 
was  impossible  for  him  to  lose  sight  of  that  sys¬ 
tem  of  policy  by  which  the  interests  of  other 
states  were  connected  with  our  own  welfare,  and 
by  which  he  was  obliged  not  to  be  indifferent 
to  any  material  change  in  the  relative  condition 
and  strength  of  the  European  powers.  He 
strongly  recommended  the  adoption  of  all  those 
means  of  security  which  were  best  calculated  to 
preserve  the  blessings  of  peace.  Ministers  did  not, 
indeed,  admit  that  there  was  any  present  necessity 
for  recurring  to  arms ;  but  the  general  impres¬ 
sion  was  that  such  a  necessity  could  not  be  far  off; 
and,  like  Wilberforce,  the  greatest  lovers  of  peace 
were  chiefly  anxious  that  if  we  were  to  go  to  war  it 
might  appear  plainly  to  have  been  forced  upon  us, 
and  not  to  have  been  resorted  to  as  a  measure  of 
choice,  or  as  the  result  of  political  calculation. f 
Augmentations  both  of  the  navy  and  of  the  army 
were  proposed  by  ministers  a  few  days  after  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  session.  On  the  8th  of  Decem¬ 
ber,  the  secretary-at-war,  Mr.  Charles  Yorkc,  rose 
to  move  the  army  estimates.  He  said  that  he  con¬ 
sidered  that  the  feelings  of  the  nation  at  large  had 
been  distinctly  manifested ;  that  those  feelings  were, 
that  we  should  preserve  the  peace  we  had  made,  so 

*  Thibaudeau,  Lc  Consulnt. — A.  Vieuaseux,  of  Switzerland, 

t  Wilberforce,  Diary. 
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long  as  it  could  be  preserved  with  honour  ;  that 
we  should  overlook  insignificant  provocations,  and 
that  we  should  also  abstain  from  aggression  and 
from  irritating  language ;  but  that,  at  the  same 
time,  we  should  always  be  ready  to  repel  aggres¬ 
sion,  and  to  resent  a  great  national  insult.  In  con¬ 
sonance  with  this  feeling  of  the  countr}',  he  wished 
to  abstain  from  a  war  of  words  with  the  French 
government ;  but  to  be  at  every  moment  in  a  state 
of  preparation  against  any  evil  alternative.  He 
drew  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  French  had  ac¬ 
quired  that  dominion  over  the  opposite  shores  of 
Belgium  and  Holland,  which  it  had  always  been 
the  object  of  British  statesmen  to  prevent.  France 
was  now  possessed  of  all  the  Netherlands,  and  was 
all-powerful  in  Holland  ;  she  was  mistress  of  the 
whole  course  of  the  Lower  Rhine,  of  the  Maese, 
and  of  the  Scheldt.  With  such  an  immense  in¬ 
crease  of  sea-coast  and  of  naval  resources,  our  navy 
alone,  he  thought,  could  not  be  entirely  depended 
upon  for  the  protection  of  our  own  long  line  of 
coast  from  the  danger  of  invasion.  The  military 
force  of  France  at  the  commencement  of  the  pre¬ 
sent  year  amounted  to  about  428,000  men,  without 
counting  national  guards  and  the  immense  bodies 
of  gendarmerie.  Such  being  the  state  of  military 
preparation  among  the  French,  and  such  their  in¬ 
creased  means  of  attacking  our  coast,  it  was  neces¬ 
sary  for  us  also  to  be  in  a  high  military  state  of  pre¬ 
paration.  No  nation  could  look  for  the  continuance 
of  peace,  if  it  did  not  feel  a  proper  confidence  in 
its  own  means  of  defence  and  security.  He  stated 
the  force  of  regular  troops  necessary  to  be  kept  up 
for  the  ensuing  year  at  129,000  men.  The  distri¬ 
bution  intended  was  60,000  for  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  30,000  for  the  West  India  plantations  and 
other  colonies,  and  the  rest  for  the  East  Indies. 
Including  tlie  militia  and  yeomanry,  there  would 
be  an  actual  force  for  the  defence  of  the  United 
Kingdom  of  200,000  men — a  force  which,  he 
thought,  would  not  tempt  any  foreign  nation  to 
attack  us.  General  Tarleton,  and  others  who  had 
uniformly  voted  against  the  late  war,  voted  with 
alacrity  for  the  resolutions  now  proposed,  consider¬ 
ing  the  increase  of  our  forces  as  absolutely  neces¬ 
sary  for  the  security  of  the  country.  “  However 
great  are  the  horrors  of  war,”  said  Tarleton,  “yet 
the  horrors  of  seeing  Bonaparte’s  flag  on  the  Tower 
of  London,  or  his  political  principles  current  in 
this  country,  are  still  more  terrifying  tome.”  She¬ 
ridan,  who  was  falling  away  from  the  Foxite  party, 
not  wfithout  strong  suspicions  of  interested  motives, 
blazed  forth  most  patriotically  and  eloquently.  He 
regretted  that  any  member  of  opposition  should 
make  allusion  to  the  supposed  fitness  or  unfitness 
of  Mr.  Addington  and  his  colleagues  for  the  high 
offices  in  government  in  which  they  were  now 
placed.  It  was  not  wise  to  hint  to  the  world  that 
we  had  an  incompetent  government ;  he  thought 
there  never  was  a  crisis  in  which  it  was  more  ne¬ 
cessary  for  public  men  to  prove  to  the  people  of 
England  that  they  were  above  all  party  feeling,  all 
party  distinctions,  and  superior  to  any  petty  scram¬ 


ble  for  places,  profit,  or  po\ver.  He  dwelt  upon 
the  case  of  Switzerland  as  a  glaring  proof  of  the 
all-domineering  and  aggressive  spirit  of  the  French 
government.  A  power  capable  of  such  unpro¬ 
voked  aggression  and  of  such  perfidy  was  a  power 
to  be  strictly  watched.  If  the  might  of  France  was 
not  greater  now  than  in  June  last,  when  parlia¬ 
ment  was  dissolved,  her  mischievous  disposition 
certainly  appeared  much  greater,  and  evidence  had 
been  accumulated  to  show  how  she  used  that 
might.  The  ambition  of  the  ruler  of  France  must 
now  be  principally  directed  against  this  country. 
Prussia  was  at  his  beck,  Italy  his  vassal,  Spain  at 
his  nod,  Portugal  at  his  foot,  Holland  in  his  grasp, 
and  Turkey  in  his  toils.  What  object  then  re¬ 
mained  for  his  devouring  ambition  greater  than  or 
equal  to  the  conquest  or  destruction  of  England? 
“This  is  the  first  vision  that  breaks  on  the  French 
Consul  through  the  gleam  of  the  morning :  this  is 
his  last  prayer  at  night,  to  whatever  deity  he  may 
address  it,  whether  to  Jupiter  or  to  Mahomet,  to 
the  Goddess  of  Battles  or  to  the  Goddess  of  Rea¬ 
son.”  Fox  vindicated  himself  from  the  charge  of 
being  the  apologist  of  France,  but  contended  that 
small  peace  establishments  were  better  for  the  de¬ 
fence  of  the  country  than  large  ones.  He  affirmed 
that  it  was  our  eontinental  connexions,  and  not  our 
self-defence,  which  first  introduced  the  idea  of  large 
standing  armies  into  this  country;  he  deprecated 
the  expense  to  which  the  proposed  increase  of  our 
forces  must  lead  ;  and  he  concluded  with  something 
very  like  a  compliment  to  his  late  host  Bonaparte 
by  saying,  that  for  his  part,  he  saw  nothing  impro¬ 
bable  in  the  supposition  that  the  ruler  of  France, 
having  acquired  great  glory  for  himself  in  war, 
should  now  wish  to  turn  his  attention  to  peace,  and 
to  the  internal  improvement  of  his  country.  Wind¬ 
ham,  with  great  warmth,  declared  his  conviction 
that  from  the  first  day  of  the  French  revolution  to 
the  present  time,  Mr.  Fox  had  always  been  the 
apologist,  and  often  the  eulogist  of  France ;  that 
at  this  very  day  he  looked  upon  that  revolution 
with  affection,  and  kept  all  its  enormities  out  of 
sight.  In  the  end  the  government  resolutions 
were  agreed  to  without  a  division.  The  number 
of  men  for  the  navy  had  been  previously  fixed  at 
50,000. 

On  the  21st  of  December,  a  bill  for  appointing 
commissioners  to  inquire  into  frauds  and  abuses  in 
the  several  naval  departments,  and  for  the  better 
conducting  the  business  of  those  departments  in 
future,  having  been  carried  by  the  government 
through  the  Commons,  had  been  brought  up  to 
the  Lords,  when,  on  the  motion  for  the  second 
reading,  the  measure  was  supported  by  Lord  Nel¬ 
son,  who  was  no  orator,  and,  through  other  defi¬ 
ciencies,  but  little  qualified  to  be  a  legislator. 
His  lordshi]),  in  a  short  speech,  pointed  out  the 
intolerable  difficulties  that  naval  men  encountered 
in  getting  their  prize-money  paid  to  them ;  but 
there  were  other  frauds  and  abuses  which  robbed 
the  country  and  injured  the  health  of  the  seamen, 
which  were  very  notorious,  but  of  which  he  took 
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no  notice.  The  Lord  Chancellor,  with  a  delicate 
regard  for  the  safety  and  conscience  of  the  em¬ 
ployes  of  government,  hoped  that  in  the  bill  there 
would  be  no  departure  from  that  principle  of  law 
by  which  no  man  is  compelled  to  criminate  him¬ 
self.  After  an  amendment  had  been  agreed  to, 
expressly  to  protect  persons  from  the  necessity  of 
criminating  themselves,  the  bill  was  passed.  Navy 
commissioners  w'ere,  in  consequence,  appointed ; 
but  most  of  the  expensive  and  disgraceful  abuses 
continued  nevertheless,  or  were  subjected  to  but 
slight  and  insufficient  checks.  The  new  function¬ 
aries  owed  their  appointments  to  parliamentary  in¬ 
terest  ;  and,  as  in  too  many  other  cases,  the  per¬ 
sons  who  could  best  command  that  interest  were 
the  worst  qualified  for  the  places.  There  was  less 
deliberate  dishonesty  than  incapacity  or  unfitness  : 
the  commissioners  could  scarcely  be  expected  to 
rummage  among  biscuit-bags  and  casks  of  salt- 
beef  and  pork :  they  left  these  duties  to  the  under 
functionaries  at  Deptford,  Woolwich,  and  else¬ 
where,  who  too  often  enriched  themselves  by  giving 
the  sailors  bad  provisions,  and  charging  govern¬ 
ment  the  price  of  the  best.  The  way  in  which 
the  contracts  were  managed  seems  to  have  been 
no  mystery  except  to  the  government  itself.  No 
other  business  of  importance  w’as  transacted  before 
the  Christmas  recess. 

In  the  month  of  November  a  conspiracy  against 
the  king  and  government  was  discovered  and 
announced  in  a  manner  calculated  to  give  rather 
more  suspicion  and  alarm  than  the  nature  of  the 
plot  and  the  character  of  those  engaged  in  it 
seem  to  have  justified.  It  was  headed  by  Colonel 
Edward  Marcus  Despard,  an  old  soldier,  who  had 
once  distinguished  himself  in  the  service  of  his 
country,  but  whose  head  had  since  been  turned  by 
the  principles  of  the  French  revolution  and  some 
of  the  wild  political  societies  at  home.  The  ver¬ 
tigo  was  first  prepared  by  his  disappointment  in 
the  hope  of  that  promotion  in  his  profession  to 
which  he  considered  himself  entitled  by  his  ser¬ 
vices  and  abilities,  and  by  the  refusal  or  delay  of 
government  to  liquidate  some  claims  which  he 
made  upon  it.  Fie  was  a  native  of  Ireland,  and 
well  connected  in  that  country.  His  intemperate 
language,  his  close  connexion  with  some  of  the 
clubs,  and  perhaps  some  revelations  made  by  spies 
and  informers,  drew  down  upon  him  the  suspicions 
of  a  ministry  which  was  exceedingly  suspicious, 
and  which  was  armed  with  the  formidable  powers 
resulting  from  the  suspension  of  the  Habeas  Corpus 
Act.  In  the  year  IT 99  or  1800  he  had  been  ar¬ 
rested  on  a  warrant  from  the  secretary  of  state’s 
office,  and  had  lain  for  many  months  in  Cold  Bath 
Fields  prison,  which,  unhappily,  contained  a  good 
many  more  state  prisoners  at  the  same  time,  and 
which  had  acquired  among  a  portion  of  the  people 
the  odious  name  of  the  English  Bastille.  On  the 
return  of  peace,  or  as  soon  as  the  Suspension  Act 
was  allowed  to  expire,  he  had  been  enlarged  with¬ 
out  having  undergone  any  trial  or  even  any  public 
examination.  Treatment  like  this  was  calculated 


to  convert  discontent  into  disaffection,  and  a  mania 
for  a  visionary  reform  into  plotting  and  absolute 
treason.  On  the  18th  of  November,  two  days 
after  the  meeting  of  parliament.  Sir  Richard  Ford, 
a  magistrate,  issued  a  warrant,  and  a  strong  party 
of  the  London,  Surrey,  and  Kent  patrols  proceeded 
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to  a  low  public-house  in  Oakley-street,  Lambeth, 
nearly  opposite  the  Asylum,  where  they  found 
Colonel  Despard  and  thirty-two  other  individuals, 
mechanics,  day-labourers,  and  common  soldiers, 
Irish,  Scotch,  and  English,  but  chiefly  Irish,  who 
Avere  all  taken  into  custody,  without  making  any 
attempt  at  resistance.  On  the  following  morning 
they  were  all  examined  before  the  sitting  magis¬ 
trates  at  Union  Hall.  They  alleged  that  at  the 
time  when  they  were  surprised  they  were  met  as  a 
club  for  innocent  recreation.  The  examination 
lasted  eight  hours.  One  of  the  soldiers,  upon 
whose  information  the  warrant  was  issued,  and 
another  man,  were  liberated,  but  all  the  rest  of  the 
party  were  committed.  In  the  afternoon  Despard, 
very  heavily  ironed,  was  carried  to  the  Home-office, 
where  several  of  the  cabinet  ministers  w'ere  as¬ 
sembled.  After  undergoing  a  long  private  exaip- 
ination,  during  which  his  unhappy  wife  implored 
in  vain  to  be  admitted  to  see  him,  he  was  carried 
back  to  Newgate  very  strongly  guarded.  It  was 
observed  that  he  was  handcuffed  as  well  as  ironed, 
and  that  in  consequence  of  the  weight  of  his  irons 
he  walked  with  great  difficulty.  It  was  said  that 
he  was  very  silent  and  composed  in  his  manner. 
He  underwent  a  second  examination  before  the 
privy  council,  and  was  then  fully  committed  to 
Newgate,  expressly  charged  with  conspiring  to 
compass  the  death  of  the  king,  and  with  having 
seduced  some  of  his  majesty’s  guards  from  their 
duty.  A  few  days  after  this,  fifteen  more  persons 
were  arrested  and  committed  to  different  prisons 
in  the  capital,  all  charged  with  treason  or  misprision 
of  treason. 

A.  D.  1803.  On  the  7th  of  February  Colonel 
Despard  w'as  brought  to  trial  at  the  Surrey  Sessions 
House,  Newington,  before  a  special  commission,  of 
Avhich  the  lord  chief  justice  of  the  King’s  Bench 


Chap,  I.] 

(Lord  Ellenborough)  was  principal.*  The  case 
was  opened  by  Mr.  Abbott  (afterwards  Lord  Ten- 
terden),  and  then  the  attorney-general,  the  Hon. 
Spencer  Perceval,  addressed  the  jury.  He  stated 
that  in  the  preceding  spring,  when  a  detachment 
of  the  guards  returned  from  Chatham,  a  conspiracy 
was  formed  for  overturning  the  government,  and  a 
society  established  for  what  was  termed  the  exten¬ 
sion  of  liberty,  of  which  society  two  of  the  men  at 
the  bar,  John  Francis  and  John  Wood,  had  been 
very  active  members,  having  frequently  attempted 
to  seduce  soldiers  to  join  the  association,  and 
having  administered  unlawful  oaths  to  those  who 
yielded ;  that  among  other  soldiers  these  two  men 
had  seduced  two  guardsmen,  named  Blades  and 
Windsor,  giving  them  at  the  time  two  or  three 
copies  of  the  secret  oath  of  the  Liberty  Extension 
Society  in  order  that  they  might  make  proselytes 
in  their  turn  and  administer  the  oath  to  them ; 
that  Windsor  soon  afier,  becoming  dissatisfied, 
gave  information  of  the  conspiracy  to  a  Mr.  Bow- 
nas,  and  showed  him  a  copy  of  the  oath ;  that 
“  this  gentleman  ”  (that  is,  Bownas,  who  is  sus¬ 
pected  of  having  been  a  regular  spy  for  govern¬ 
ment)  advised  him  (Windsor)  to  wear  the  mask 
and  continue  a  member  of  the  society,  so  that  he 
might  learn  whether  any  -persons  of  consequence 
were  engaged  in  it.  The  attorney-general  then 
produced  and  read  a  copy  of  the  oath,  copies  of 
which  had  been  found  in  the  possession  of  several 
of  the  prisoners  at  the  bar.j-  He  commented  on 
different  passages  in  the  oath,  with  the  view  of 
showing  that  it  would  bear  only  a  treasonable  con¬ 
struction.  Next,  he  proceeded  to  state  that  about 
the  middle  of  last  summer  the  conspirators  began 
to  think  it  dangerous  to  meet  always  at  the  same 
place,  and  therefore  went,  to  avoid  suspicion,  to 
different  public-houses  in  Windmill-street,  Oxford- 
street,  St.  Giles’s,  Hatton  Garden,  Whitechapel, 
round  about  the  Tower,  and  over  the  water  in 
Lambeth.  That  at  these  meetings  soldiers  were 
invited  and  treated  with  meat  and  drink;  and 
toasts  were  given  such  as  “  The  Cause  of  Liberty,” 
“  Extension  of  Rights,”  “  France  for  our  model.” 
That  they  gradually  became  more  audacious,  some 
of  them  proposing  a  day  for  attacking  the  Tower ; 
and  that  the  great  blow  was  to  have  been  struck 
on  the  IGth  of  November,  the  day  on  which  it  was 
thought  the  king  would  open  parliament  in  person. i 
That  on  Friday,  the  12th,  Thomas  Broughton,  one 

*  Serjeant  Best  and  Mr.  Gurney  were  counsel  for  Despard :  and 
Messrs.  Jekyll  and  Hoveil  were,  at  the  request  of  the  other  prisoners, 
assigned  as  their  counsel  by  the  court. 

f  The  oath  was  printed  on  cards,  with  a  preamble  stating  the  ob¬ 
jects  of  the  secret  society  very  brietly ; — “  Constitutional  independence 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  !  Equalization  and  extension  of  rights  1 
An  ample  provision  for  the  families  of  those  heroes  who  fall  in  the 
contest  I  A  lil)eral  reward  to  all  who  exert  themselves  in  the  cause  of 
the  people  !  These  are  the  objects  for  which  we  unite ;  and  we  swear 
never  to  separate  until  we  have  obtained  theml”  The  form  of  the 
oath  was,  “  In  the  awful  presence  of  Almighty  God,  I,  A.  B.,  volun¬ 
tarily  declare,  that  I  will  exert  myself  to  the  utmost  to  recover  those 
rights  which  the  Supreme  Being  has  conferred  upon  his  creatures : 
and  that  neither  fear,  hope,  nor  reward  shall  prevail  \ipon  me  to  di¬ 
vulge  the  secrets  of  the  society,  or  to  give  evidence  against  a  member 
of  this  or  any  other  society  of  a  similar  kind.  So  help  me  God  !” 

X  Parliament  met  on  the  16th  ;  but,  on  account  of  the  preliminary 
business  incidental  to  a  new  House  of  Commons,  his  majesty  did  not 
go  down  to  deliver  liis  opening  speech  until  the  23rd. 
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of  the  prisoners  at  the  bar,  at  a  meeting  of  the 
society,  prevailed  upon  two  of  the  members  to  go 
to  the  ‘  Flying  Horse  ’  public-house,  at  Newington, 
where  they  would  meet  a  nice  man ;  that  this  nice 
man  proved  to  be  Colonel  Despard ;  that  at  the 
‘  Flying  Horse  ’  consultations  were  held  as  to  the 
best  means  of  seizing  the  Tower  and  intercepting 
the  king ;  that  Broughton,  a  soldier,  suggested  the 
idea  of  shooting  the  king’s  horses,  as  the  coach 
must  then  be  stopped,  and  that,  upon  another  of 
the  conspirators  expressing  his  apprehension  that 
they  would  he  cut  down  by  the  life-guards,  Des¬ 
pard  exclaimed — “  If  nobody  else  will  do  it,  I  my¬ 
self  will !  I  have  well  weighed  the  matter,  and  my 
heart  is  callous.”  The  attorney-general  then  ad¬ 
mitted  that  government  was  well  aware  of  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  these  people,  but  would  not  interfere 
while  danger  was  at  a  distance.  He  said  that,  with 
the  single  exception  of  Despard,  all  the  individuals 
implicated  were  of  the  lowest  order. 

The  evidence  produced  left  little  doubt  as  to  the 
existence  of  a  plot  of  the  wildest  and  most  absurd 
kind,  and,  indeed,  would  have  been  sufficient  to 
substantiate  all  the  attorney-general  s  charges,  if  it 
had  been  throughout  of  unexceptionable  credibility. 
A  clerk  to  the  magistrates  of  Union  Hall,  who  had 
accompanied  the  police  patrols  to  the  arrest, 
stated  that  nothing  w^as  found  on  the  person  of 
Despard,  and  that  the  three  papers  or  cards  bearing 
the  oath,  &c.  were  found  on  the  floor  of  the  room 
in  the  public-house  where  they  were  assembled. 
The  police  officers  had  no  other  papers  to  produce, 
and  could  only  swear  that  the  cards  were  found  on 
the  floor  of  the  room.  Thomas  Windsor,  a  private 
in  the  guards  and  the  original  informer,  swore  that 
he  had  received  some  papers  or  cards  like  those 
produced  from  John  Francis  in  March  last ;  that 
one  object  of  the  members  of  the  society  was  to 
raise  subscriptions  for  delegates  to  be  sent  into  the 
country  ;  that  the  society  was  divided  into  com¬ 
panies  of  ten  men,  commanded  by  another  man 
who  bore  the  title  of  captain ;  that  Francis  and 
another  person  named  Macnamara  assumed  the 
title  of  captain ;  that  the  oldest  captain  of  five 
companies  took  the  command  of  those  five  com¬ 
panies,  and  was  called  the  colonel  ot  that  sub¬ 
division  ;  that  encouragements  were  given  to  gain 
as  many  converts  or  recruits  as  possible,  and  that 
the  cards  were  to  be  distributed  through  the  country 
for  that  purpose;  that  on  the  12th  of  November, 
when  he,  Thomas  Windsor,  met  Colonel  Despard 
at  the  ‘  Flying  Horse  ’  (which  was  the  first  time 
he  ever  saw' him),  it  was  recommended  to  the 
colonel  to  have  a  regular  organization  in  London, 
to  which  the  colonel  objected,  because  London  lay 
under  the  eye  of  government,  but  in  the  country 
a  regular  organization  was  necessary,  and  he  be¬ 
lieved  already  general,  particularly  at  Leeds,  Shef¬ 
field,  Birmingham,  and  other  great  towns,  adding 
that  now  was  the  moment  for  action  ;  that  after  these 
words  Colonel  Despard  said  that  the  attack  must 
be  made  upon  the  parliament-house ;  that  the  king 
must  be  put  to  death ;  that  he  had  weighed  this 
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matter  well  and  that  his  heart  was  callous ;  that  after 
the  destruction  of  the  hing  it  was  proposed  that  the 
departure  of  the  mail-coaches  should  be  stopped,  as 
a  signal  to  the  people  in  the  country  that  the  revo¬ 
lution  had  taken  place  in  town.  That  he  had 
another  meeting  with  Colonel  Despard,  when  he 
(Windsor)  was  accompanied  by  Heron,  a  dis¬ 
charged  soldier,  and  another  person ;  that  at  this 
second  meeting  Despard  said,  “  We  have  been  de¬ 
ceived  as  to  the  number  of  arms  in  the  Bank ; 
there  are  only  600  stand  there,  and  they  have 
taken  the  hammers  out  to  render  them  useless,  so 
that  they  must  be  apprised  of  our  intention  that 
Despard  also  said  to  him  in  a  more  private  man¬ 
ner,  “  Windsor,  the  king  must  be  put  to  death  the 
day  he  goes  to  the  House,  and  then  the  people  will 
be  at  liberty  ” — adding  that  if  no  one  else  would 
do  it,  he  would ;  and  that  it  was  debated  whether  it 
w'ould  not  be  a  good  way  to  fire  the  great  gun  in 
the  park  at  his  Majesty’s  coach.  Bownas,  to  whom 
this  Windsor  had  first  made  his  disclosures,  could 
only  prove  the  copy  of  the  objects  and  the  oath  of 
the  society  as  given  to  him  by  the  said  Windsor. 
Blades,  a  private  in  the  guards,  deposed  that  his 
fellow-soldier  John  Wood,  now  one  of  the  prison¬ 
ers  at  the  bar,  had  told  him  of  the  union  of  several 
fje7itlemen  who  had  determined  to  form  an  inde¬ 
pendent  constitution  at  the  risk  of  their  lives,  &c. ; 
that  the  executive  government  had  appointed 
Francis  to  be  colonel  of  the  first  regiment  of  na¬ 
tional  guards  ;  that  Macnamara  called  upon  Fran¬ 
cis  to  point  out  three  colonels  and  one  artillery- 
officer,  and  that  Francis  pointed  out  him  (the  wit¬ 
ness)  as  a  proper  man  to  be  a  colonel ;  that  at  a 
meeting,  wherein  it  was  arranged  that  the  promo¬ 
tion  should  be  settled  and  the  commissions  deli¬ 
vered  previous  to  the  attack  on  the  king,  Pendril, 
one  of  the  conspirators,  exclaimed,  that  if  it  had 
not  been  for  four  or  five  cowards  the  thing  would 
have  been  done  before  that  day — that  he  himself 
could  bring  1000  men  into  the  field — that  now,  if 
any  man  showed  symptoms  of  cowardice,  he  would 
blow  out  his  brains — that,  if  anybody  dared  to  be¬ 
tray  the  secret,  that  man  should  have  a  dagger  in 
his  heart.  Blades  further  deposed  to  meeting  with 
Colonel  Despard  at  the  ‘  Oakley  Arms’  in  Lambeth, 
where  he  heard  much  conversation  about  attacking 
the  king,  as  also  the  parliament-house,  and  of  then 
filing  away  for  the  Tower.  The  character  of  this 
witness  did  not  pass  well  through  the  ordeal  of 
cross-examination ;  and  he  admitted  himself  that 
he  had  been  three  times  tried  by  court-martial  for 
desertion,  and  that  he  had  been  accused  of  theft 
besides.  Several  other  privates  in  the  guards,  aj)- 
parently  of  better  character  than  Blades,  gave 
evidence  as  to  the  existence  of  societies  for  over¬ 
turning  the  government,  which,  under  the  name  of 
“  Free  and  Easy,”  met  at  different  public-houses 
but  only  one  of  them  directly  implicated  Despard. 

•  I.on){  licfure  tliis  tlmp,  amt  down  to  tlie  present  day,  the  com¬ 
monest  name  in  London  for  the  eonvivial  meetings  of  mecltauies  and 
otlu-r  working  people,  was  and  is  no  otlier  than  “Free  and  Kasy.” 
Mad  politics  may  liave  been  discussed  at  some  of  these  clubs  or  meet¬ 
ings  ;  but  the  “  Free  and  liasies  ”  neither  were  nor  are  political  clubs. 


This  one  swore  that  the  oath  of  secrecy  was  admi¬ 
nistered  to  him  by  Colonel  Despard  himself ;  that 
at  one  time  there  had  been  an  assemblage  near  the 
Tower,  but  that  the  plotters  xvere  immediately  dis¬ 
persed  by  orders  from  Colonel  Despard  ;  and  that 
at  another  meeting  the  soldiers  engaged  in  the  con¬ 
spiracy  had  draw'n  their  bayonets  and  had  sa'd 
that  they  were  ready  to  die  in  the  good  cause. 
One  John  Emblin,  a  journeyman  watchmaker, 
deposed  that  he  had  been  introduced  into  the  so¬ 
ciety  by  one  Lander;  that  he  had  disapproved 
of  the  plans,  but  had  nevertheless  neither  revealed 
the  plot  nor  broken  with  the  conspirators;  that 
he  had  been  with  Blades  at  the  ‘  Flying  Horse,’ 
and  had  there  met  Colonel  Despard,  who  informed 
him  that  a  spirited  effort  would  be  made  to  reco¬ 
ver  that  liberty  which  the  people  had  lost,  that  a 
very  considerable  force  was  ready  to  come  forward, 
particularly  in  all  the  great  towns,  and  that  he 
(Despard)  had  been  engaged  in  this  business  for 
two  years ;  and  further,  that  Colonel  Despard  had 
said,  “  I  have  travelled  twenty  miles  to-day,  and 
wherever  I  have  been  the  people  are  ripe  and 
anxious  for  the  attack.”  This  witness  also  deposed 
to  the  plan  for  shooting  the  king’s  horses,  as  also 
to  conversations  about  seizing  the  Bank  and  the 
Tower ;  and  he  swore  that  Broughton,  one  of  the 
soldiers,  had  told  him  that  it  was  resolved  to  load 
the  great  gun  in  the  Park  wdth  four  balls  or  -with 
chain-shot,  and  fire  at  the  king’s  coach  as  he  re¬ 
turned  from  the  House,  saying,  he  would  be 

d - d  if  that  would  not  send  him  to  Hell.  Such 

was  the  evidence  for  the  Crown.  Serjeant  Best 
pleaded  for  Despard,  that  it  was  not  alone  by 
words  spoken  that  a  person  could  be  convicted  of 
high  treason ;  that  words  did  not  constitute  an 
overt  act,  and  were  alw’ays  liable  to  serious  misin¬ 
terpretations.  He  allowed  that  the  colonel  had 
attended  one  or  two  of  the  meetings,  but  urged 
that  it  had  not  been  proved  that  he  knew  those 
meetings  were  of  a  treasonable  nature,  or  that  he 
had  attended  them  with  treasonable  intentions.  He 
denied  that  the  printed  card  or  paper  containing 
the  oath  of  secrecy,  and  found  upon  the  floor  of  the 
tap-room  (where  it  might  have  been  placed  by  an 
informer  or  by  the  police),  could  be  used  as  evi¬ 
dence  against  Despard ;  and  he  reminded  the  jury 
that  there  was  no  testimony  to  show  that  the  pri¬ 
soner  was,  in  any  shape,  connected  with  those 
printed  cards  which  had  been  distributed,  except 
the  testimony  of  one  witness,  who  was  acknow¬ 
ledged  to  be  one  of  the  most  infamous  men  living. 
This  case,  he  said,  was  totally  unlike  anv  which 
had  been  decided  since  the  revolution  of  1688  • 
and,  being  in’ itself  a  most  improbable  one,  it  the 
more  required  cogent  and  most  decisive  evidence 
from  the  lips  of  credible  witnesses.  He  ridiculed 
the  idea  of  fourteen  or  fifteen  men  of  the  lowest 
description,  in  a  common  tap-room,  with  no  arms 
but  their  tobacco-pipes,  without  mind  or  intelli¬ 
gence,  with  only  fifteen  shillings  and  sixpence  in 
their  exchequer,  without  a  pike,  pistol,  or  rusty 
musket,  sitting  to  deliberate  how  to  seize  the 
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Tower,  which  was  defended  by  a  whole  brigade  of 
guards,  to  seize  the  king  in  the  midst  of  his  life¬ 
guards  and  his  thronging  and  faithful  subjects,  and 
to  revolutionize  a  great  state.  He  argued  that  Co¬ 
lonel  Despard,  a  gentleman,  a  veteran  officer, 
could  not  have  embarked  with  such  men  in  such 
wild  schemes,  unless  he  had  been  bereft  of  his 
reason.  He  dwelt  upon  the  former  high  character 
and  the  past  services  of  the  colonel,  who,  in  a  joint 
command  with  Lord  Nelson,  had  once  preserved 
a  valuable  colony  from  the  enemy.  He  could 
not  overlook  a  fact  so  notorious  as  the  colonel’s 
long  confinement  in  Cold  Bath  Fields  prison : 
it  was  known,  he  said,  that  the  colonel  had  been 
suspected  by  government;  but,  though  he  had  long 
been  confined,  there  was  never  found  sufficient  evi¬ 
dence  against  him  to  go  before  a  grand  jury.  The 
first  witness  called  for  the  defence  was  the  gallant 
Nelson,  who,  in  energetic  language,  bore  honourable 
testimony  to  the  character  of  Despard :  they  had 
been,  he  said,  on  the  SpanishMain  together  in  1779; 
they  had  been  together  in  the  enemy’s  trenches, 
they  had  slept  in  the  same  tent ;  assuredly,  he  was 
then  a  loyal  man  and  a  brave  officer.*  General 
Sir  Alured  Clarke  and  Sir  E.  Nepean  declared 
that  they  had  always  considered  his  loyalty  as  un¬ 
doubted  as  his  bravery,  and  that  he  had  returned 
from  service  with  the  highest  testimonials  to  his 
character.  Mr.  Gurney  endeavoured  to  invalidate 
the  testimony  of  the  witnesses  for  the  prosecution, 
particularly  by  exposing  the  infamous  characters 
of  the  two  soldiers  Windsor  and  Blades,  and  the 
discrepancies  in  their  stories.  Despard  declined 
saying  anything  in  his  own  behalf.  The  solicitor- 
general,  Mr.  Thomas  Manners  Sutton,  replied  on 
the  part  of  the  crown  ;  Lord  Ellenborough  summed 
up  the  evidence  ;  the  jury,  after  half  an  hour’s 
deliberation,  returned  a  verdict  of  Guilty,  but  re¬ 
commended  the  prisoner  to  mercy. 

Two  days  after,  on  the  9th  of  February,  twelve  of 
the  other  prisoners  were  brought  to  the  same  bar. 
The  evidence  brought  forward  was  nearly  the  same 
as  on  the  preceding  trial.  The  trial  lasted  all  day 
and  all  night,  and  it  was  past  six  o’clock  on  the 
morning  of  the  10th  ere  Lord  Ellenborough  finished 
summing  up.  The  jury  then  retired,  and  at  twenty- 
five  minutes  before  eight  returned  with  a  verdict 
of  guilty  against  John  Wood,  Thomas  Broughton, 
John  Francis,  William  Lander,  John  Macnamara, 
and  four  others  of  the  prisoners,  hut  recommended 
three  of  them  to  mercy.  Those  who  were  acquit¬ 
ted  were  then  withdrawn,  and  Despard  was  placed 
at  the  bar  in  front  of  the  remaining  prisoners,  to 

♦  In  April,  1779,  Nelson,  who  had  just  been  made  post-captain,  was 
sent  to  take  Fort  San  Juan,  upon  the  river  of  the  same  name  which 
flows  from  Lake  Nicaragua  to  the  Atlantic,  being  assisted  by  a  few 
land  troops  and  some  Mosquito  Indians.  He  ascended  the  tlien  al¬ 
most  unknown  river,  and,  after  indescribable  toil  and  suffering, 
reached,  on  the  9th  of  April,  a  small  island  on  which  there  was  a  fort 
that  commanded  the  bed  of  the  river,  and  served  as  an  outwork  to 
the  town.  This  fort  Nelson  resolved  “to  board.”  Putting  himself  at 
the  head  of  a  few  sailors,  he  leaped  upon  the  beach.  Despard,  then 
a  captain,  followed  him,  gallantly  supported  him,  and,  together,  they 
stormed  the  battery.  Two  days  afterwards  the  two  heroes  came  in  sight 
of  the  castle  of  San  Juan,  wliich  they  compelle<l  to  surrender  on  the 
24th  of  April.  Nelson  was  accustomed  to  count  this  as  one  of  tlie 
most  perilous  expeditions  in  which  he  had  ever  been  engaged.  Of 
1800  men,  counting  Indians  and  all,  only  380  returned. 
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receive  sentence  with  them.  This  last  horrible 
office  was  performed  in  his  very  strongest  manner, 
by  that  lord  chief  justice  whose  severity,  solemnity, 
and  awfulness  are  so  familiar  to  many  who  are 
now  living,  and  will  not  be  forgotten  in  the  tradi¬ 
tions  of  after-ages.  Lord  Ellenborough  told  Des¬ 
pard  that  be  must  intreat  him,  by  those  hopes  of 
mercy  tohich  were  closed  against  him  in  this  world, 
to  subdue  that  callous  insensibility  of  heart  of  which 
he  had  boasted.  Although  the  evidence  had  shown 
that  the  guardsmen  returned  from  Chatham  had 
conceived  a  mad  plot  several  months  before  Des¬ 
pard  had  any  communication  with  them,  his  lord- 
ship  described  all  the  condemned  men  as  “  sad 
victims  of  his  seduction  and  example.”  He  told 
them,  as  he  had  told  the  colonel,  that  they  had  no 
chance  of  mercy  in  this  world.  Romilly  and  other 
good  men  were  at  work  before  this  time  to  devise 
means  for  cleansing  the  statute-book  from  the  horrid 
blots  which  disgraced  it  in  a  civilised  age,  but  as 
yet  slight  progress  had  been  made,  and  conse¬ 
quently  the  sentence  passed  upon  the  unhappy 
men  involved  all  the  abominable  particularities 
about  hurdles,  hanging  by  the  neck,  but  not  till 
dead,  ripping  out  of  bowels  and  burning  them  be¬ 
fore  the  faces  of  the  living  sufiPerers,  and  cutting 
off  of  heads  and  quartering  of  bodies. 

Notwithstanding  the  recommendation  of  the 
jury,  the  appeals  of  his  wife,  and  other  applications, 
the  king  in  council  judged  it  not  advisable  to  ex¬ 
tend  the  prerogative  of  mercy  to  Despard.  This 
sovereign  had  always  a  great  faith  in  the  efficacy  of 
the  gibbet  as  example,  warning,  and  preventive  ; 
and  it  happened  unfortunately  that  just  at  this 
moment  the  colonel’s  countrymen  were  again  in  a 
very  turbulent  state  : — the  dissenters  of  the  north 
of  Ireland  were  plotting  under  the  guidance  of  Mr. 
Russel,  who,  like  Despard,jhad  been  an  officer  in 
the  army,  and  had  served  with  much  distinction ; 
the  Catholic  peasantry  in  the  south  had  very  re¬ 
cently  been  in  open  insurrection,  to  fix  the  maxi¬ 
mum  price  of  potatoes  and  to  expel  the  strangers 
who  had  settled  among  them  ;  and  ever  since  the 
rumour  of  the  exceeding  great  probability  of  the 
renewal  of  the  war  with  France,  much  activity  and 
going  and  coming  to  and  from  the  Continent  had 
been  observed  among  the  old  club-men  in  Dublin. 
Thus  much  w’as  publicly  or  pretty  generally  known 
at  the  time  when  Despard  was  lying  under  his 
awful  sentence ;  and,  possibly,  much  more  than 
this  was  known  to  the  government,  for,  notwith¬ 
standing  the  boasted  secrecy  of  Emmett,  the 
essay  at  revolution,  which  was  made  in  the  month 
of  July,  must  have  thrown  some  dark  shadows 
before  it.  On  the  21st  of  February,  Colonel  Des¬ 
pard  ;  Macnamara,  an  Irishman,  and  a  carpenter 
by  trade ;  John  Wood,  a  soldier,  a  native  of  Derby¬ 
shire  ;  John  Francis,  a  soldier  and  shoemaker, 
born  in  Shropshire;  Broughton,  a  carpenter,  born 
in  London  ;  Graham,  a  slater,  born  in  London  ; 
and  Wratten,  a  shoemaker,  whose  place  of  birth 
was  not  known,  were  brought  out  to  a  scaffold 
erected  on  the  top  of  Horsemonger  Lane  gaol,  in 
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the  presence  of  innumerable  spectators.  Though 
disgracefully  retained  in  the  statute-book,  the  most 
revolting  parts  of  the  sentence  were  now  never  ex¬ 
ecuted  :  they  were  hanged  altogether  by  the  neck 
until  they  were  dead,  and  then  their  heads  were 
severally  cut  off  and  held  up  by  the  executioner, 
with  a  “This  is  the  head  of  a  traitor,  Edward 
Marcus  Despard,”' — “  This  is  the  head  of  another 
traitor,”  &c.  The  colonel  mounted  the  scaffold 
with  a  grim  smile,  and  met  death  with  the  greatest 
firmness,  saying  to  the  people,  that,  after  having 
served  his  country  faithfully,  honourably,  and,  he 
trusted,  usefully,  for  thirty  years  and  upwards,  he 
was  brought  to  suffer  upon  a  scaffold  for  a  crime 
which  he  was  no  more  guilty  of  than  was  any  man 
in  the  crowd  then  looking  at  him ;  and  solemnly 
declaring  not  only  that  he  was  innocent,  but  that 
his  majesty’s  ministers  knew  he  was  not  guilty, 
and  only  sought  his  life  because  he  was  a  friend  to 
truth,  to  liberty,  to  justice,  and  to  the  poor  and  the 
oppressed.  He  added  some  rhapsodical  words 
about  the  final  triumph  of  liberty,  justice,  and  hu¬ 
manity  over  falsehood,  despotism,  delusion,  and 
over  everything  else  hostile  to  the  interests  of  the 
human  race — words  which  were  taken  by  some  as 
proofs  both  of  the  bad  school  in  which  he  had 
been  studying  his  politics,  and  of  the  extreme 
lengths  to  which  he  Avas  likely  to  have  gone  in 
order  to  work  out  his  enthusiastic  theory,  and 
change  the  whole  order  of  society  as  well  as  of 
government.  Some  of  the  populace  cheered  his 
last  words  ;  a  far  greater  number  uttered  a  dismal, 
reproachful  groan  as  the  hangman  held  up  the 
grey-haired,  blood-streaming  head  of  the  veteran. 

On  the  8th  of  March  a  message  from  his  ma¬ 
jesty  to  both  Houses  of  parliament  was  received 
by  the  country,  and  by  all  Europe,  as  the  signal  of 
the  close  approach  of  war.  It  stated  that,  as  very 
considerable  military  preparations  were  carrying 
on  in  the  ports  of  France  and  Holland,  his  ma¬ 
jesty  had  judged  it  expedient  to  adopt  additional 
measures  of  precaution  for  the  security  of  his 
dominions ;  that  discussions  of  great  importance 
were  carrying  on  between  his  majesty  and  the 
French  government,  the  result  of  which  was  un¬ 
certain  ;  and  that  he  relied  with  confidence  on 
parliament,  to  enable  him  to  take  such  measures 
as  circumstances  might  require,  for  supporting  the 
honour  of  his  crown  and  the  essential  interests  of 
his  people.  In  the  debates  which  took  place  in 
the  Lords  on  the  proposed  address  in  answer  to 
this  message.  Lord  Hobart  (afterwards  Earl  of 
Buckinghamshire),  secretary  for  the  colonies,  said 
that  it  was  the  earnest  wish  of  ministers  still  to  be 
able  to  prolong  peace.  Earl  Spencer,  who  had 
been  first  lord  of  the  admiralty  under  the  late  Pitt 
administration,  said  that  he  had  ever  been  a  friend 
to  vigorous  measures;  that  he  rejoiced  to  find 
ministers  Avere  at  length  sensible  they  had  gone 
the  full  lengths  of  concession  and  negotiation,  and 
were  now  determined  to  act  a  manly  part;  that 
there  was  no  other  chance  of  saving  this  country 
but  by  showing  the  First  Consul  that  Ave  were  not 
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afraid  of  meeting  France  even  though  single- 
handed,  and  that,  rather  than  suffer  the  smallest 
particle  of  the  national  honour  to  be  tarnished,  we 
were  ready  to  recommence  hostilities.  Lord  Gren¬ 
ville,  whose  tone  had  never  once  changed  since  the 
signing  the  preliminaries  to  the  peace  of  Amiens, 
said  that  this  was  the  first  instance  of  sound 
political  wisdom  shown  by  the  present  ministry ; 
that  they  harl  at  last  seen  the  consequences  of  a 
system  of  concession  and  meanness  ;  that  he  now 
hoped  they  would  act  with  due  energy  and  perse¬ 
verance  ;  that  the  experience  of  the  last  eighteen 
months  had  proved  the  renewal  of  the  war  to  be 
inevitable.  The  Earl  of  Moira  spoke  in  the  same 
sense,  Avith  still  more  w'armth :  for  his  part,  he 
wished  ministers  Avould  speak  out  at  once,  and  not 
be  afraid  of  offending  the  First  Consul  of  France  : 
he  had  no  notion  of  talking  any  longer  in  the  com¬ 
plimentary  style  w’ith  this  new  Hannibal,  Avho  had 
sworn  on  the  altar  of  his  ambition  a  deadly  and 
eternal  enmity  to  England  :  we  must,  in  the  lan¬ 
guage  of  our  immortal  poet, 

**  Be  stirring  as  the  time,  be  fire  with  fire ; 

Threaten  the  threatener,  and  outface  the  brow 

Of  bragging  horror  1” 

The  address  Avas  carried  in  the  Lords  nem.  con- 
In  the  Commons  Addington  faintly  repeated  the 
hope  that  the  continuance  of  peace  might  yet  be 
found  possible,  asserting  that  the  whole  object 
of  the  preparations  which  he  now  recommended 
was  for  precaution  and  internal  security,  and  not 
directed  to  offensive  operations.  Fox  could  not 
venture  to  oppose  the  motion,  but  complained  of 
the  House  being  left  completely  in  the  dark  as  to 
the  particular  circumstances  which  rendered  war¬ 
like  preparations  necessary.  If,  through  negligence, 
rashness,  or  some  ill-concerted  plans,  they  should 
involve  the  country  in  a  new  war,  he  would  pro¬ 
nounce  the  present  administration  to  be  the  most 
fatal  and  destructive  that  had  ever  directed  the 
affairs  of  Great  Britain  !  Windham  thought  that 
Fox  considered  too  exclusively  the  evils  of  Avar, 
and  did  not  sufficiently  calculate  the  evils  of  a 
bad  peace :  but  he  too  complained  of  the  silence 
of  ministers  as  to  the  real  grounds  of  disagree¬ 
ment  Avith  France,  not  sufficiently  reflecting 
that,  as  negotiations  Avere  not  yet  absolutely 
broken  off,  this  silence  was  necessary  and  diplo¬ 
matically  essential.  Sheridan  again  emitted  flames 
of  patriotism.  The  First  Consul  of  France  had 
modestly  proclaimed  to  the  vassal  thrones  of 
Europe,  that  England  was  no  longer  able  to  con¬ 
tend  single-handed  with  France ;  but  he  (Sheridan) 
would  hope  that  such  an  opinion  would  never  be 
re-eehoed  in  that  House.  He  trusted  that,  if  war 
was  imavoidable,  there  Avere  still  left  spirit  enough 
in  British  hearts,  and  resources  enough  in  British 
wealth,  commerce,  and  enterprise,  not  [only  to  de¬ 
fend  the  existence  of  the  country,  but  to  avenge  the 
slightest  insult  to  its  honour.  Here  too  the  address 
Avas  voted  unanimously. 

The  very  day  after  this  debate  (on  the  10th  of 
March)  another  message  Avas  delivered,  expressing 
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liis  majesty’s  intention  of  embodying  and  calling 
out  the  militia.  On  the  11th,  the  House  of  Com¬ 
mons  having  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of 
supply,  ministers  proposed  to  add  10,000  seamen 
to  the  50,000  already  voted.  In  the  debates  on 
this  subject  no  small  blame  was  thrown  upon  the 
Addington  administration  for  having  tried  the  ex¬ 
periment  of  peace,  and  several  declarations  w'ere 
made  that  the  existing  administration  was  alto¬ 
gether  incompetent  to  the  carrying  on  of  a  vigor¬ 
ous  war.  The  caustic  Francis  distinguished  him¬ 
self  among  the  severe  critics,  deploring  that  at  a 
crisis  like  the  present  all  the  eminent  abilities  of 
the  country  were  excluded  from  its  councils  and 
government.  Mr.  Dent  thought  that,  instead  of 
10,000,  25,000  additional  men  should  be  voted  for 
the  navy.  Fox,  still  complaining  of  that  want  of  pre¬ 
cise  information  which  ministers  at  that  moment 
could  not  give  without  putting  a  sudden  stop  to  ne¬ 
gotiation,  expressed  his  strong  approbation  of  the 
treaty  of  Amiens,  “  and  principally  because  it 
freed  us  from  those  detestable  and  abominable 
principles  upon  which  the  late  war  had  been  con¬ 
ducted.”  “  He  hoped  that  we  should  never  again 
hear  of  wars  begun  for  the  pretence  of  the  protec¬ 
tion  of  religion  and  social  order — he  trusted  that 
such  hypocrisy  was  for  ever  destroyed,  and  that  no 
ministry  would  again  attempt  to  impose  upon  a 
generous  people  by  such  false  pretexts.”  He  re¬ 
commended  ministers  to  continue  their  endeavours 
at  reconciliation  with  Bonaparte  so  long  as  was 
consistent  with  honour,  and  concluded  with  saying 
that  he  would  not  vote  against  the  proposed  in¬ 
crease  of  the  navy.  The  motion  was  agreed  to 
without  a  division.  The  voice  of  Pitt  had  not  been 
heard.  The  great  man  continued  to  absent  him¬ 
self  from  the  House,  or  to  attend  rarely.  This 
gave  his  old  political  friends  the  more  graceful 
opportunity  of  praising  him  in  his  absence,  and 
of  contrasting  his  ability  with  the  mediocrity  of 
Addington,  whose  ministerial  days  were  already 
numbered.  It  is  said,  however,  that  Addington 
had  grown  fond  of  place  and  power,  that  his  bland 
and  submissive  manners  had  captivated  the  court ; 
and  it  appears  quite  certain,  from  the  course  taken 
by  the  Pittites,  that  Addington  was  by  no  means 
desirous  of  vacating  his  seat  for  Chatham’s  son, 
who  was  generally  believed  to  have  put  him  in  it  pro 
tempore,  as  persons  put  seat-keepers  in  a  crowded 
theatre  to  secure  their  places  till  their  return.  It 
was  noticed  by  Wilberforce,  in  the  month  of  Feb¬ 
ruary,  that  Pitt  was  “  not  very  friendly  to  Ad¬ 
dington  just  now.”  In  the  month  of  April  it  was 
currently  reported  that  there  was  a  negotiation 
going  on  between  Addington  on  one  side,  and  Pitt 
and  his  relative  Lord  Grenville  on  the  other,  but 
that,  as  Addington,  strong  in  court  fiivour,  pre¬ 
tended  to  retain  his  supreme  post,  and  the  king 
declined  telling  Pitt  that  his  services  were  con¬ 
sidered  essential,  it  was  not  likely  to  come  to  any 
conclusion.  The  pride  of  Pitt  must  ever  have  re¬ 
volted  at  the  idea  of  serving  under  a  personage  so 
very  inferior,  in  other  particulars  besides  birth  and 
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connexion,  as  the  son  of  his  father’s  physician.  It 
was  the  nature  of  the  man  not  to  serve  under  any 
one — it  was  his  misfortune  to  exact  from  those  who 
served  under  him  an  entire  submission  to  his  own 
views.  His  friend  Wilberforce,  writing  on  the  16th 
of  April,  says,  “  There  certainly  has  been  a  negotia¬ 
tion  with  Pitt,  in  which  his  return  to  power,  and  that 
of  some  others  of  his  ministry,  has  been  in  ques¬ 
tion;”  and  a  few  days  later  he  notes  a  visit  paid 
to  him  by  Lord  Bathurst,  to  talk  “  about  the  ne¬ 
gotiation  between  Pitt  and  Addington.”  A  little 
later  Pitt,  in  a  iete-d-iete,  gave  him  the  complete 
history  of  the  late  negotiation  with  Addington, 
convincing  him  that  he  (Pitt)  had  acted  upon  high 
and  most  honourable  principles. 

Some  interesting  debates  took  place  on  the  pro¬ 
fligacy  and  proneness  to  bribery,  debauchery,  and 
riot  of  the  electors  of  Nottingham,  a  constituency 
which  in  all  times  has  gained  a  pre-eminence  of 
dishonour.  For  the  present  they  ended  in  nothing ; 
but  soon  after  the  Easter  holidays  a  bill  was  una¬ 
nimously  carried,  w’hich  was  intended  to  put  dowm 
that  part  of  the  abuses  which  consisted  in  rioting, 
by  allowing  the  magistrates  of  the  county  a  con¬ 
current  jurisdiction  in  the  town  of  Nottingham 
with  the  magistrates  of  the  said  town.  Other  warm 
discussions  ensued  on  the  relative  excellencies  or 
defects  of  the  militia  as  a  proper  defensive  force  ; 
but  they,  terminated  in  the  passing  of  a  bill  which 
continued  the  militia  in  Ireland,  as  w'ell  as  in  Eng¬ 
land  and  in  Scotland,  but  which  in  Ireland  substi¬ 
tuted  the  giving  of  bounties  for  the  system  of  ballot, 
which  had  been  found  to  work  badly  in  that 
country. 

The  languid  attention  of  very  thin  Flouses  (for 
men  could  think  now  earnestly  only  of  the  grand 
question  of  peace  or  war)  was  occupied  until  the 
Easter  recess  by  the  Clergy  Residence  bill,  the 
Coroners’  bill,  debates  on  the  Pancras  workhouse, 
&c.  But  on  the  Gth  of  May,  a  fortnight  after  the 
re-assembling  of  parliament.  Lord  Pelham  com¬ 
municated  to  the  Lords,  and  Mr.  Addington  to  the 
Commons,  another  message  from  his  majesty,  inti¬ 
mating  that  orders  had  been  given  to  Lord  Whit¬ 
worth,  our  ambassador,  to  quit  Paris  immediate!}', 
unless  he  found  a  certainty  of  bringing  the  pending 
negotiations  to  a  close  against  a  certain  period,  and 
that  General  Andreossi,  the  French  ambassador, 
had  applied  for  a  passport  to  be  ready  to  quit 
London  as  soon  as  he  should  be  informed  of  Lord 
Whitworth  having  quitted  Paris.  Ministers  said 
that  there  were  now  grounds  for  believing  that 
Lord  Whitworth  was  on  his  journey  home,  and 
might  soon  be  expected ;  and  that  therefore  an  ad¬ 
journment  would  be  advisable  for  two  or  three 
days.  Both  Houses  adjourned  till  the  Monday 
following.  But  it  was  not  until  the  16th  of  May, 
and  after  another  adjournment,  preceded  by  a  flou¬ 
rishing  account  of  the  financial  state  of  the  country, 
that  all  doubt  and  uncertainty  w'ere  terminated  by 
another  royal  message  which  announced  the  recall 
of  Lord  Whitworth  and  the  departure  of  Andreossi. 

In  order  to  give  time  for  producing  the  necessary 
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papers,  the  consideration  of  the  king’s  message 
■was  postponed  for  two  days.  But  on  the  llth, 
the  day  after  the  message  was  delivered,  an  Order 
of  Council  was  published  directing  that  reprisals 
he  granted  against  the  ships,  goods,  and  subjects 
of  the  French  republic ;  and  a  proclamation  was 
issued  for  an  embargo  on  all  ships  in  the  British 
ports  belonging  either  to  the  French  and  Batavian 
republics,  or  to  any  countries  occupied  by  French 
arms.  On  the  18th  copies  of  the  requisite  papers 
— of  the  letters,  memorials,  and  other  state  papers 
forming  the  diplomatic  correspondence  between 
Great  Britain  and  France  since  the  period  of  the 
peace  of  Amiens — were  laid  before  both  Houses. 
On  the  same  day  the  subjects  of  complaint  against 
France  were  stated  at  length  in  a  royal  declaration 
or  manifesto.  This  paper  began  with  contrasting 
the  liberal  and  friendly  conduct  displayed  towards 
the  subjects  of  France,  in  respect  to  matters  of  law 
and  commerce,  with  the  severity  and  injustice  prac¬ 
tised  towards  the  subjects  of  England.  It  laid  a 
proper  stress  on  the  circumstance  of  the  French 
government  having  sent  persons  to  reside  in  the 
British  and  Irish  seaports,  in  the  character  of 
consuls,  when  no  commercial  treaty  existed,  and 
whose  conduct  gave  reason  to  suspect  purposes  of 
the  most  dangerous  kind.  It  exposed  the  encroach¬ 
ing  and  grasping  spirit  of  the  French  government, 
as  displayed  to  the  world  since  the  peace  by  their 
keeping  a  French  army  in  Holland,  by  their  vio¬ 
lating  the  independence  of  Switzerland,  and  by 
their  annexing  to  France  Piedmont,  Parma  and 
Piacenza,  and  the  Isle  of  Elba.  Next  it  noticed 
the  novel  -principle  advanced  by  Bonaparte,  that 
Great  Britain  had  no  right  to  take  an  interest  in 
the  affairs  of  the  Continent,  or  to  interfere  with  the 
proceedings  of  France  in  any  one  point  which  did 
not  form  a  part  of  the  stipulations  in  the  treaty  of 
Amiens ;  and  the  declaration  adduced  arguments 
to  prove  the  incompatibility  of  this  new  French 
principle  with  the  spirit  of  treaties  in  general  and 
the  national  law  of  Europe.  With  regard  to  the 
non-evacuation  of  Malta,  which  the  First  Consul 
set  forward  as  the  one  great  cause  of  the  rupture, 
it  contended  that  the  conduct  of  the  governments 
of  France  and  Spain,  in  seizing  the  property  and 
destroying  the  consideration  and  the  independence 
of  the  Knights,  had  been  the  cause  of  the  non¬ 
execution  of  that  article  in  the  treaty  of  Amiens 
which  stipulated  the  said  evacuation  of  Malta  by 
the  British  ;  and  here  it  was  added  (with  reference 
to  that  noisy  report  of  Sebastiani  which  Bonaparte 
had  published  in  his  ‘Moniteur’),  that  the  French 
government  had  given  public  indications  of  a  de¬ 
sign  to  violate  those  articles  of  the  treaty  which 
stipulated  the  integrity  and  independence  of  the 
1  urkish  empire  and  ol  the  Ionian  Islands,  and  that 
this  alone  would  justify  our  retaining  possession  of 
Malta,  unless  other  securities  against”  his  ambitious 
projects  were  given  by  the  First  Consul,  who  had 
refused  to  give  anything  of  the  sort.  The  indig¬ 
nities  which  had  been  offered  to  the  British  govern¬ 
ment  and  nation  were  then  recapitulated,  and  par¬ 


ticular  emphasis  was  given  to  the  words  which 
Bonaparte  had  used  in  a  public  address  to  the 
Corps  Legislatif,  “  that  Great  Britain  singly  can¬ 
not  contend  with  the  power  of  France  an  asser¬ 
tion  regarded  as  an  insult  and  defiance,  and  con¬ 
tradicted  by  the  events  of  many  wars.  The  royal 
paper  concluded  with  declaring,  that,  notwithstand¬ 
ing  all  the  changes  and  encroachments  which  had 
taken  place  since  the  peace,  his  majesty  was  ready 
to  concur  even  now  in  an  arrangement  by  which 
satisfaction  should  be  given  to  him  for  the  indig¬ 
nities  offered  to  his  crown  and  people,  together 
with  a  security  against  further  encroachments  on  the 
part  of  France. 

We  reserve  the  account  of  the  diplomatising, 
and  of  the  strange  concluding  scenes  of  Lord  Whit¬ 
worth’s  embassy,  for  another  page.  Here  we  need 
only  mention  that  the  declaration  of  war  was  re¬ 
ceived  in  England  with  almost  universal  enthu¬ 
siasm  :  the  news  was  welcomed  in  the  city  of  Lon¬ 
don  with  hats  in  the  air,  with  three  cheers,  and 
with  right-down  English  huzzas.  Men  felt  that 
the  experiment  of  a  peace  had  been  tried  and  had 
failed ;  that  an  armed  truce  w'ould  be  nearly  as 
expensive  as  an  active  war,  without  the  excitement 
and  glory  of  warfare ;  that  such  a  truce  would 
enable  Bonaparte  to  crush  the  spirit  of  national 
independence,  to  establish  his  dominion  over  the 
continent  of  Europe,  and  to  build,  with  all  the  re¬ 
sources  of  the  Continent,  in  trebly  fortified  and  in¬ 
accessible  ports,  a  fleet  which  in  the  course  of  a 
few  years  might  dispute  with  us  the  sovereignty  of 
the  seas.  City  corporations,  with  other  bodies 
corporate  and  incorporate,  cooled  afterwards  ;  but 
at  the  moment  the  renewal  of  the  war  "n'as  hailed 
M’ith  more  joy  than  had  been  witnessed  at  the 
proclamation  of  the  peace. 

This  important  subject  was  not  fully  taken  into 
consideration  until  Monday  the  23rd  of  May,  when 
all  the  avenues  to  the  houses  of  parliament  were 
crowded  at  a  very  early  hour.'*  In  each  House  an 
address  was  moved,  re-echoing  the  sentiments  of 
the  king’s  message  and  declaration.  Some  few 
doubts  were  expressed  as  to  the  justice  or  the  ex¬ 
pediency  of  commencing  hostilities  without  some 
further  attempt  at  negotiation ;  but  in  both  Houses 
the  doubters  were  left  in  a  most  feeble  minority. 
An  amendment  moved  in  the  Upper  House  by 
Lord  King,  for  expunging  those  expressions  which 
so  warmly  attributed  to  France  the  guilt  of  break¬ 
ing  the  treaty,  -was  rejected  by  142  against  10  ;  and 
in  the  Commons  an  amendment  moved  by  Mr. 
Grey,  to  assure  his  majesty  of  the  support  of  the 

•  On  the  preceding  night  the  Foxites  had  held  a  meeting  to  discuss 
their  plans  of  opposition.  Fox,  it  is  said,  spoke  at  this  private  meet¬ 
ing  with  great  moderation,  expressing  his  anxiety  for  the  preservation 
ol  peace,  but  acknowledging  the  difliculties  of  the  conjuncture.  He 
had  to  submit  to  the  folly  of  some  of  his  associates.  Sheridan  was  so 
drunk  that  at  first  he  could  not  speak  intelligibly  ;  but  he  allerwards 
became  more  articulatej  and  dwelt  upon  the  danger  of  throwing  the 
“  Doctor” — as  Addington  was  called  from  the  profession  of  his  father 
—into  the  arms  of  Pitt.  This  idea,  which  [is  said  to  have  been  very 
prevalent  among  the  partisans  of  Fox,  ])roves  at  least  that  they  be¬ 
lieved  that  Addington  wanted  to  retain  his  place,  in  despite  of  the 
mail  who  had  made  him. — Letter  from  V.  Homer  to  Thomas  Thomsorit 
Hsq  ,  in  Memoirs  and  Correspondence  of  Francis  H</j-ner,  M.P„  hy  his 
brother,  Leonard  Homer,  Esq,,  ^ 
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House  in  the  war,  but  to  express  at  the  same  time 
a  disapprobation  of  the  conduct  of  ministers,  was 
negatived  by  398  against  67.  On  this  occasion 
Pitt  was  in  his  place,  and  he  rose  early  in  the  de¬ 
bate  to  express  a  hope  that  on  this  great  question 
all  parties  would  be  unanimous.  His  speech  pro¬ 
duced  an  immense  impression,  and  was  greatly 
admired  :  Fox,  in  replying  to  it,  said  that  if 
Demosthenes  himself  had  beeir  present  he  must 
have  admired,  and  might  have  envied.*  Fox  him¬ 
self  was  quite  facetious  on  what  was  certainly  no 
laughing  matter.  He  was  of  course  at  the  head 
of  those  few  who  faced  the  tremendous  majority. 
He  confessed  that  Bonaparte  was  very  wrong  in 
demanding,  as  he  had  done,  that  we  should  expel 
all  the  French  emigrants  who  had  sought  an  asy¬ 
lum  in  our  country,  and  that  we  should  abridge  the 
liberty  of  our  press  and  modify  our  constitution ; 
but  he  palliated  the  haughtiness  and  insolence  of 
the  language  which  he  had  used  in  conferring 
with  Lord  Whitworth ;  he  said  that  Bonaparte  had 
quite  as  much  right  to  complain  of  our  aggrandise¬ 
ment  in  India  as  we  had  to  complain  of  his  en¬ 
croachments  in  Europe  ;  that  his  expressed  deter¬ 
mination  to  take  possession  sooner  or  later  of  Egypt 
was  not  a  sufficient  cause  for  our  going  to  war,  but 
that  the  war  was  provoked  by  our  retaining  Malta 
and  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope ;  that  we  were  going 
to  war  on  a  sordid  principle,  which  w’ould  deprive 
us  of  the  possibility  of  obtaining  any  allies.  The 
attorney-general  (Spencer  Perceval),  Windham, 
and  others,  strongly  objected  to  the  tendency  of 
Fox’s  speech,  whose  arguments  all  went  to  justify 
the  conduct  of  Bonaparte.  Windham  called  it  not 
only  a  fallacious  but  a  wicked  speech,  and  Fox 
himself  a  pander  to  base  and  illiberal  passions ; 
he  drew  a  comparison  between  his  conduct  and 
that  of  Pitt,  who  had,  he  said,  employed  his  great 
abilities  in  kindling  the  flame  of  patriotism,  and  in 
calling  forth  the  energies  of  the  country. 

On  the  27th  of  May  Fox  moved  an  address  to 
advise  his  majesty  to  accept  the  mediation  of  the 
Emperor  of  Russia,  who,  it  was  understood,  had 
offered  to  mediate.  He  eulogised  the  character  of 
the  young  emperor  Alexander  as  warmly  as  he  had 
once  eulogised  his  grandmother  the  great  Catherine. 
Pitt,  who  again  asserted  his  wonderful  mastery 
over  the  House,  expressed  his  perfect  approbation 
of  the  principles  on  which  the  motion  was  grounded, 

*  F.  Horner,  Letter  to  J.  A.  Murray,  Esq. — Homer  says  further 
“  Pitt’s  peroration  was  a  complete  half  hour  of  his  most  powerful  de- 
elamatiou,  not  lowered  in  its  tone  for  a  moment :  not  a  particle  of  all 
this  is  preserved  in  the  report  lately  published,  though  said  to  be  done 
by  Canning.  Fox’s  speech  was  quite  of  a  different  cast,  and  not  at 
all  in  the  tone  which  he  usually  adopts ;  no  high  notes,  no  impassioned 
bursts;  but  calm,  subtle,  argumentative  pleasantry.  He  very  seldom 
attempts  to  keep  the  House  laughing ;  but  in  this  speech,  I  understand, 
it  was  evidently  his  design  throughout,  and  Mackintosh  says  he  never 
heard  so  much  wit.’* 

Romilly,  writing  to  his  friend  M. Dumont,  says: — **  The  debate  has 
not  been  published,  for,  owing  to  a  new  regulation  which  was  made 
respecting  the  admission  of  strangers  into  the  gallery,  none  of  the  news- 
writers  were  able  to  get  in.  Pitt’s  speech  is  universally  allowed  to  be 
one  of  the  finest,  if  not  the  very  linest,  he  ever  made.  His  influence 
and  authority  in  the  House  of  Commons,  as  shown  in  this  debate,  and 
still  more  on  the  day  when  Fox  moved  that  the  House  should  recom¬ 
mend  the  crown  to  accept  the  mediation  of  the  Emperor  of  Russia, 
exceed  all  belief.  The  ministry  seem,  iu  the  House  of  Commons,  in 
comparison  with  Pitt,  to  be  persons  of  no  account.”— vf'ISir 
Samuel  Romilly t  by  his  Sons* 


and  of  the  wish  to  avert  war  if  it  were  yet  possible ; 
but  he  hoped  that  Fox  would  not  persist  in  it,  as 
there  appeared  no  reason  to  doubt  but  that  the  mi¬ 
nistry  would  act  in  conformity  with  that  wish,  and 
with  those  general  principles.  In  the  end  Fox 
consented  to  withdraw  his  motion,  on  a  declaration 
from  Lord  Hawkesbury,  secretary  for  foreign  atiairs, 
that  the  government,  though  it  could  not  suspend 
the  preparations  for  pursuing  the  war,  would  be 
ready  to  accept  the  mediation  of  Russia  if  the 
First  Consul  would  accept  it  and  accede  to  reason¬ 
able  terms.  In  each  House  censures  were  moved 
on  the  conduct  of  the  Addington  administration  ; 
but,  although  the  enmity  or  coldness  between 
Addington  and  Pitt  seemed  on  the  increase, 
and  although  a  very  general  notion  prevailed, 
both  in  parliament  and  in  the  country,  that 
Addington  would  make  a  spiritless  and  bad  war 
minister,  these  motions  were  rejected  by  great 
majorities. 

At  war  with  France,  it  was  impossible  to  he  at 
peace  with  Holland,  which  was  now  little  more 
than  a  French  province,  and  which  still  retained 
maritime  resources  too  great  to  be  despised.  On 
the  17th  of  June  the  king  announced  by  message 
that  he  had  communicated  to  the  Batavian  republic 
his  disposition  to  respect  its  neutrality,  provided 
only  the  French  government  would  respect  it  and 
withdraw  its  forces  from  that  country ;  but  that 
this  proposition  not  having  been  acceded  to  by 
France,  his  majesty  had  judged  it  necessary  to 
recall  his  minister  from  the  Hague,  and  to  give 
orders  for  the  issuing  of  letters  of  marque  and  re¬ 
prisals  against  the  Batavian  republic.  A  few 
weeks  after  this  message  Lord  Hawkesbury  called 
the  attention  of  the  Commons  to  another  royal  mes¬ 
sage  relating  to  the  ex-Stadtliolder  of  Holland,  our 
late  ally,  the  Prince  of  Orange,  who  had  been  de¬ 
spoiled  and  left  without  a  home,  and  Avho  had  no 
reliance  except  on  the  generosity  of  this  country. 
His  lordship  then  moved  that  the  sum  of  60,000/., 
and  a  pension  of  16,000/.  per  annum  during  the 
pleasure  of  his  majesty,  should  be  granted  to  the 
illustrious  House  of  Orange.  The  grant  passed 
without  opposition. 

On  the  following  day,  the  18th  of  June,  another 
royal  message  acquainted  parliament  that,  for  the 
security  and  defence  of  the  country,  his  majesty 
thought  it  necessary  that  a  large  additional  force 
should  be  raised  and  assembled  forthwith.  On  the 
20th,  in  the  Comipons,  Mr.  Yorke,  the  secretary- 
at-war,  presented  the  plan  of  increase,  which  pro¬ 
posed  to  levy  an  army  of  reserve  50,000  strong — 
the  men  to  he  raised  by  ballot  like  the  English  mi¬ 
litia,  and  their  services  during  the  war  to  extend  to 
Great  Britain,  Ireland,  and  the  Channel  Islands.  A 
bill  to  this  eft'ect  was  carried  tlirough  both  Houses, 
not  without  opposition  to  some  of  its  particulars, 
hut  without  any  division.  Subsequently  (on  the 
18th  of  July),  Mr.  Yorke  moved  for  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  enabling  his  majesty  to  raise  a  levy  en 
masse  in  cslsq  of  invasion.  [At  this  moment  the  op¬ 
posite  coasts  of  France  and  Belgium  were  lined 
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with  troops,  and  the  ‘  hloniteur  ’  and  the  ‘  Brussels 
Gazette  ’  M  ere  calculating  how  many  Meeks  or  days 
it  Mould  take  Bonaparte  to  reach  London.]  This, 
he  contended,  was  an  ancient  and  indispensable 
pirerogative  of  the  croM'n,  as  M'as  acknowledged  in 
the  laM’s  of  the  Anglo-Saxons,  in  the  assize  ot 
Henry  II.  and  statute  of  Henry  HI. ;  and  the  ob¬ 
ject  of  the  present  bill  M'as  only  to  facilitate  the 
exercise  of  such  prerogative  in  case  of  need.  The 
most  insolent  of  all  enemies,  M'ho  had  already  sub¬ 
dued  the.  greater  part  of  the  Continent,  M-as  threat¬ 
ening  us  with  invasion  and  slavery :  there  never 
M'as  a  time  M’hen  it  M-as  more  neeessary  to  assert 
this  ancient  and  undoubted  prerogative  of  the 
croM'n.  After  detailing  the  difi'erent  classes  under 
which  the  population  of  the  country  should  be  en¬ 
rolled  for  the  purposes  of  the  bill,  Mr.  Yorke  stated 
that,  so  lately  as  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.,  all  per¬ 
sons  in  England  were  required  to  exercise  them¬ 
selves  at  shooting  M'ith  the  bow.  The  same  ])rin- 
ciple  required  that  the  Englishmen  of  the  p)resent 
day  should  exercise  themselves  in  the  use  of  the 
rifle,  musket,  sword,  &c.  In  case  of  actual  invasion 
every  man  must  be  bound  to  march ;  but  the 
volunteers  M’ould  be  required  to  march  only  in  their 
oM'n  corps.  He  cited  the  conduct  of  the  English 
at  Toulon,  Lincelles,  Acre,  and  in  Egypt,  to  prove 
that  they  had  not  degenerated  from  the  heroes  M'ho 
fought  at  Crecy  and  Azincourt.  Windham,  rising 
as  soon  as  the  secretary-at-M’ar  sat  down,  delivered 
a  long  and  remarkable  harangue,  approving  of 
Avhat  M’as  now  proposed  to  be  done,  but  strongly 
reprobating  the  past  inactivity  and  blindness  of 
ministers,  M'hich  had  left  the  country  so  much 
worse  jirepared  than  it  might  have  been  for  the 
commencement  of  a  war.  Pitt  also  spoke  in  M'arm 
approbation  of  the  principle  of  the  measure  pro- 
})osed ;  but  expressed  his  surprise  and  concern  at 
its  not  having  been  brought  forward  sooner.  Lord 
Castlereagh,  as  a  member  of  the  present  ministry, 
insisted  that  the  bill  had  been  presented  as  soon  as 
it  M’as  possible  and  proper.  Fox  offered  his  hearty 
concurrence.  The  prospect  of  that  always  dan¬ 
gerous  experiment,  the  universal  arming  of  a  na¬ 
tion,  seemed  to  fill  him  with  cheerful  and  hopeful 
visions.  He  said  he  had  not  approved  of  the  pre¬ 
sent  M’ar,  but,  as 'we  M  ere  engaged  in  it,  he  could 
not  conscientiously  oppose  those  measures  which 
the  state  of  M  ar  rendered  necessary  :  he  could  con¬ 
scientiously  support  this  measure,  this  levy  cn 
vicme,  because  it  was  for  the  defence  of  the  country 
rather  than  for  any  project  of  offensive  M'ar.  It 
M'as  principally  on  the  armed  mass  of  the  ]ieople 
that  he  relied  tor  resistance  to  invasion.  Our  regular 
army  might  be  good  and  great;  our  navy  Mas  the 
greatest  and  the  best  in  the  world :  both  might  be 
excellent,  but  both  might  also  be  suliject  to  accidents 
and  chances ;  M’hereas  the  mass  of  a  great  iieople, 
once  instructed  in  the  use  of  arms,  would  be  a  solid 
and  permanent  security,  which  would  not  depend 
on  the  event  of  one  battle,  or  be  rendered  ineffi¬ 
cacious  by  any  untoward  circumstances.  Tlie  in¬ 
vaders  might  bring  to  our  shores  regular  armies 


as  numerous  and  as  M'ell  disciplined  as  our  om'u, 
but  they  could  not  bring  over  that  M'hich  Me  could 
command — an  armed  peasantry.  He  thought  that 
the  best  mode  M-ould  be  to  try  M'hether  a  general 
armament  of  this  nature  might  not  be  obtained 
voluntarily ;  but  he  alloM'ed  that  if  compulsion  M  ere 
necessary  it  should  be  resorted  to.  Addington 
intimated  that  there  Mas  no  M'ant  of  spirit  and 
alacrity  in  the  people;  that  upMards  of  (>0,000 
volunteers  had  already  offered  themselves ;  and 
that  he  considered  the  measure  as  singularly 
adapted  to  the  genius  and  character  of  the  people, 
as  it  was  making  a  common  cause  M'ith  them  in 
the  defence  of  our  common  country.  The  bill  M’as 
then  read  a  first  and  second  time,  committed  pro 
forma,  and  the  report  Mas  brought  up  on  the 
20th,  when  Sheridan  deprecated  any  discussion 
until  the  third  reading.  On  the  22nd,  after  the 
bill  had  been  read  a  third  time,  on  the  question 
being  put  that  it  should  pass,  Colonel  Cranford,  in 
highly  approving  the  measure,  expressed  his  doubt 
M'hether  other  means  of  defence  Mere  not  necessary. 
He  conceived  the  country  to  be  deficient  both  as  to 
regular  troops  and  fortifications — he  thought  that 
the  regular  army  ought  to  be  increased  ;  that  the 
coast  from  the  Yarmouth  Roads  to  the  South  Fore¬ 
land  ought  to  be  fortified  ;  that  defences  ought  to 
be  throM'ii  up  on  the  different  roads  leading  from 
the  coast  to  London  ;  and  finally,  that  London  it¬ 
self  ought  to  be  fortified.  He  thought  that  all  men 
ought  to  be  armed,  and  that  those  M'ho  could  not 
have  muskets  should  be  supplied  M'ith  pikes.  He 
also  strongly  recommended  the  immediate  appoint¬ 
ment  of  a  military  council,  hlinisters  replied  that 
they  M'ere  decidedly  averse  to  fortifying  London  ; 
that  M’ith  such  a  fleet  and  army  as  M-e  possessed, 
it  M'ould  be  disgraceful  to  think  of  that  measure ; 
and  that,  whether  the  gallant  colonel  M'as  satisfied 
or  not  M'ith  the  preparations  the  government  had 
made,  it  Mas  quite  clear  that  the  enemy  M’ere  satis¬ 
fied  they  left  them  no  hope  of  success.  Fitt  again 
took  an  active  part  in  debate,  pronouncing  a  sort  of 
eulogium  on  the  military  management  of  his  own 
government.  He  asserted  that  during  the  late 
M'ar  every  possible  attention  had  been  given  to  the 
subject ; — that  a  plan  had  been  completely  digested, 
a  survey  taken,  and  the  Morks  actually  traced  by 
General  Dundas;  that  the  most  minute  sketches 
had  been  obtained  of  every  important  ])osition  for 
resistance,  between  the  sea-coast  and  tlie  metro¬ 
polis;  and  that  the  defence  of  the  difi'erent  de¬ 
tached  positions,  such  as  Newcastle,  the  mouth  of 
the  Humber,  &c.,  with  our  princii>al  ports  and 
arsenals,  had  also  been  considered.  If  the  enemy 
should  come — which  M'as  very  doubtful — our  suc¬ 
cess  M'as  certain ;  but  he  agreed  M’ith  Colonel 
Cranford,  that,  in  order  that  victory  should  be 
purchased  with  a  smaller  loss  of  life,  some  fortifi¬ 
cations  were  very  advisable.  [All  this  Mas  a  pre¬ 
lude  to  the  costly  farce  of  those  hlartello  tOM’crs 
M’hich  Pitt’s  restored  government  began  to  erect 
soon  afterwards.]  He  dwelt  with  animating  elo¬ 
quence  on  the  M’holc  subject  of  invasion.  Eng- 
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lishmen  had  been,  by  the  favour  of  Providence,  for 
a  long  series  of  years  exenapted  frona  this  species 
of  contest ;  but,  if  they  were  now  to  be  called  upon 
to  take  their  share  in  it  with  other  nations,  they 
must  meet  it  with  gratitude  for  the  exemption  they 
had  hitherto  enjoyed,  and  with  a  firm  determina¬ 
tion  to  support  it  with  courage  and  resolution — 
they  must  show  themselves  worthy,  by  their  con¬ 
duct  on  this  occasion,  of  the  happiness  they  had 
enjoyed.  “  It  is,”  he  said,  “  for  our  property,  it 
is  for  our  liberty,  it  is  for  our  independence,  nay, 
for  our  existence  as  a  nation,  it  is  for  our  character, 
it  is  for  our  very  name  as  Englishmen,  it  is  for 
everything  dear  and  valuable  to  man  on  this  side 
of  the  grave.  Parliament  has  now  provided 
ample  means  for  our  defence ;  it  remains  for  the 
executive  government  to  employ  them  to  the  best 
advantage.  The  regular  army  must  be  augmented 
to  that  point  to  which  the  means  are  now  given  to 
raise  it ;  the  militia  must  be  kept  high  in  numbers 
and  unbroken  in  spirit ;  the  auxiliary  force  must 
be  as  promptly  raised  and  disciplined  as  the  nature 
of  things  will  admit ;  nothing  must  be  omitted  that 
military  skill  can  suggest  to  render  the  contest 
certain  as  to  its  success  and  short  in  its  duration. 
If  government  show  the  same  determination  to 
apply  all  those  means  that  parliament  has  shown 
in  providing  them— if  the  people  follow  up  the 
example  which  the  legislature  has  set  them,  we  are 
safe.  Then  I  may  say,  without  being  too  sanguine, 
that  the  result  of  this  great  contest  will  ensure  the 
permanent  security,  the  eternal  glory  of  this  coun¬ 
try  ;  that  it  will  terminate  in  the  confusion,  the 
dismay,  and  the  shame  of  our  vaunting  enemvj 
that  it  will  afiord  the  means  of  animating  the 
spirits,  of  rousing  the  courage,  of  breaking  the 
lethargy,  of  the  surrounding  nations  of  Europe  j 
and  I  trust  that,  if  a  fugitive  Erench  army  should 
reach  its  own  shores  alter  being  driven  from  our 
coasts,  it  will  find  the  people  of  Europe  reviving  in 
spirits,  and  anxious  to  retaliate  on  France  all  the 
wrongs,  all  the  oppressions  they  have  suffered  from 
her ;  and  that  we  shall  at  length  see  that  wicked 
fabric  destroyed,  which  was  raised  upon  the  pros¬ 
titution  of  liberty,  and  which  has  caused  more 
miseries,  more  horrors  to  France,  and  to  the  sur¬ 
rounding  nations,  than  are  to  be  paralleled  in  any 
l)art  of  the  annals  of  mankind.” 

Tlie  levy  en  viasse  bill  was  passed  nem.  con. 
On  the  25th  it  was  carried  up  to  the  Lords,  who 
adopted  it  unanimously,  one  or  two  of  the  peers 
only  censuring  ministers,  as  Pitt  had  done,  for  not 
producing  it  sooner.  Three  days  after  this  a  mes¬ 
sage  was  delivered  from  his  majesty,  acquainting 
both  Houses  that  a  treasonable  and  rebellious 
spirit  of  insurrection  had  manifested  itself  in  Ire¬ 
land,  and  had  been  marked  by  circumstances  of 
peculiar  atrocity  in  the  city  of  Dublin.  The  cor¬ 
responding  address  to  the  throne  was  carried  at 
once  and  unanimously ;  and  before  another  sun 
rose  two  bills,  one  for  trying  rebels  in  Ireland  by 
martial  law,  the  other  for  suspending  anew  the 
Habeas  Corpus  act  in  Ireland,  were  hurried 
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through  all  their  stages  and  passed.  In  each 
House  all  this  was  done  without  any  division  ;  but 
in  the  Commons  there  was  some  animated  and 
angry  discussion.  Windham  reproached  ministers 
(who  had  certainly  known  for  months  of  the  storm 
that  had  been  brewing  in  Dublin)  with  their  close¬ 
ness  and  mystery,  and  with  the  now  proven  false¬ 
hood  of  their  very  recent  statements  that  the  Irish 
were  tranquil,  contented,  and  loyal.  It  appeared, 
he  said,  as  if  the  government  of  Ireland  might  be 
destroyed,  and  its  capital  taken,  before  parliament 
was  to  receive  the  slightest  warning.  Ministers, 
after  keeping  the  House  in  the  dark,  now  wanted 
it  to  proceed  without  deliberation :  it  w'as  usual  to 
take  at  least  a  day  to  consider  an  address ;  and  he 
thought  that  in  the  present  instance  a  great  deal 
of  information  was  necessary  before  the  House 
voted.  Sheridan  felt  or  affected  an  exceeding  in¬ 
dignation  at  Windham  for  starting  any  objection, 
or  creating  any  delay  to  the  urgent  measures  of 
government  at  such  a  crisis  ;  and  he  pathetically 
described  the  sufferings  which  a  delay  of  twenty- 
four  hours  might  occasion  to  the  loyal  part  of  the 
Irish.  Addington  paid  the  highest  compliments 
to  “  the  disinterested  patriotism  ”  of  Sheridan, 
“  who,  whenever  the  country  was  in  a  critical 
situation,  gave  all  his  great  talents  to  its  support.” 
Windham  ironically  noticed  the  compliments  pass¬ 
ing  between  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  and 
Sheridan.  The  latter  retorted,  partly  in  the  de¬ 
clamatory  way,  and  partly  with  the  drollery  which 
was  more  natural  to  him :  he  said  that  he  had 
never  in  his  life  deserted  either  his  political  prin¬ 
ciples  or  his  political  friends ;  while  Windham 
had  sat  on  every  side  of  the  House,  “  till  at  last 
he  came,  by  a  diagonal  progression,  from  the  trea¬ 
sury  bench  to  his  present  seat.”  Windham,  be¬ 
fore  the  session  ended,  found  more  than  one  op¬ 
portunity  of  pointedly  expressing  his  intimate 
belief  that  Sheridan  was  looking  out  for  a  snug 
place  under  the  Addington  administration,  and  of 
ridiculing  the  zeal  of  this  new  convert.  Long 
before  these  debates  were  over  the  new  Irish 
rebellion  had  extinguished  itself  in  the  bottomless 
pool  of  its  own  follies.  But  at  Paris  the  movement 
had  been  well  concerted  : — while  the  shores  of  Eng¬ 
land  were  threatened  with  invasion,  Ireland  was 
to  be  made  the  seat  of  civil  war,  and  the  Irish 
e.xiles  and  refugees  had  pledged  themselves  for  the 
success  of  the  insurrection,  if  Bonaparte  would 
supply  them  with  only  money,  arms,  artillery, 
ships,  and  troops. 

As  early  as  the  13th  of  June,  in  bringing  for¬ 
ward  the  budget,  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
had  intimated  his  intention  of  reviving  the  income 
tax  as  a  necessary  war  tax,  and  on  the  5th  of  July 
he  moved  that  the  House  should  go  into  committee 
upon  that  subject.  The  new  tax  he  chose  to  call  a 
property  tax,  although  in  substance  it  was  little 
more  a  property  tax  than  the  old  one,  only  con¬ 
taining  a  clause  by  which,  in  cases  of  incomes  from 
land  or  interest  of  money,  no  particular  disclosure 
was  to  be  required.  The  proportion  now  de- 
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manded  was  not,  however,  so  large  as  formerly.* 
Several  members  objected  to  the  misnomer,  insist¬ 
ing  that  it  was  in  reality  an  income  tax,  and  not  a 
tax  upon  property;  that  it  raised  an  equal  sum 
upon  incomes  of  unequal  duration,  upon  the  pre¬ 
carious  produce  of  industry,  and  upon  permanent 
income ;  and  that  it  was  unjust  that  a  precarious 
income,  derived  from  mental  or  bodily  labour, 
should  pay  an  equal  tax  with  an  income  which  was 
permanent  and  obtained  without  exertion.  Sir 
Henry  Mildmay  further  observed  that  there  was 
another  point  on  which  the  present  bill  would  have 
an  unequal  operation,  contrary  to  its  avowed  prin¬ 
ciple — that  of  a  fair,  equal,  and  proportionate  tax — 
for  it  made  no  exemption  whatever  in  favour  of 
persons  having  large  families,  if  their  incomes  ex¬ 
ceeded  1 50L  a  year  ;  so  that,  whether  a  man  was 
single  or  had  a  family  of  tw'elve  children  to  sup¬ 
port,  there  would  he  no  difference  in  the  operation 
of  the  tax.  The  minister  desired  to  know  whether 
an  exemption  from  the  house  and  window  tax,  in 
favour  of  persons  with  large  families,  would  not  go 
a  great  way  towards  the  object  the  honourable 
baronet  so  earnestly  desired?  On  the  13th  of 
July  the  bill  was  debated  again  in  a  committee  of 
the  whole  House.  After  a  member  had  warmly 
denounced  the  inquisitorial  means  adopted  to  as¬ 
certain  the  amount  of  the  incomes  of  tradesmen, 
Pitt  rose  to  express  his  disapprobation  of  several 
of  the  details  of  the  measure,  and  to  move  an  in¬ 
struction  to  the  committee,  that  “  the  like  exemp¬ 
tions  and  abatements  be  extended  to  those  who 
have  income  arising  from  money  in  the  funds,  or 
land,  or  money  at  interest,  as  are  or  may  be  al¬ 
lowed  to  other  persons.”  Some  of  the  Addington 
party  censured  him  for  attacking  the  minister,  and 
for  thwarting  or  delaying  his  purpose ;  and  they 
seemed  to  hint  that  he  w'as  acting  unfairly,  and 
taking  the  minister  by  surprise.  To  this  Pitt 
scornfully  replied  that  ministers  had  been  in  pos¬ 
session  of  his  sentiments  for  the  last  three  weeks. 
The  Addingtonians,  however,  still  affected  to  be 
surprised,  as  at  an  unexpected  motion.  In  spite 
of  the  censure  of  some,  and  the  friendly  persua¬ 
sions  of  others,  Pitt  pressed  his  motion  to  a  divi¬ 
sion,  but  it  was  rejected  by  150  against  50. 
While  this  income  or  property  tax  bill  was  in 
committee  several  important  confessions  were 
made,  and  a  few  substantial  alterations  admitted. 
The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  for  example,  con¬ 
fessed  that  there  was  a  wide  difference  between 
income  arising  from  lands  or  from  capital  already 
accumulated,  and  income  arising  from  bodily  la¬ 
bour,  or  from  mental  labour  and  professional 
skill ;  and  that,  of  all  the  cases  of  hardship  to 
which  this  tax  could  apply,  he  conceived  it  to  be 
most  severe  on  the  learned  professions.  But  Ad¬ 
dington  never  admitted  a  principle  without  taking 
the  sjhrit  out  ot  it  by  qualifications  ;  and  he  went 
on  to  reason  that,  as  there  were  some  rich  clergy- 

•  Wli«n.  tUe  (iwnur  of  land  lot  it  out.  he  was  to  iwv  only  one  sliil- 
Inia  in  the  imu.ul,  or  hve  per  cent. ;  hut  where  the  land  was  in  Ids 
own  ha.uls,  he  was  to  pay  on,,  an.l  niuepence  in  the  pound,  that  is 
one  shilling  as  landlord,  and  iilnepenee  us  tenant. 


men,  lawyers,  and  physicians,  all  those  learned 
professions  ought  to  be  taxed.  It  would  not,  said 
he,  be  the  policy  of  parliament,  at  this  time,  to  ex¬ 
clude  the  income  arising  from  those  sources  from 
contributing  towards  the  present  exigencies  :  there 
was  no  one  who  had  arrived  to  great  attainments  in 
those  professions  who  had  not  acquired  a  consider¬ 
able  proportion  of  capital !  He  felt  the  difficulty 
of  extending  the  exemptions  on  account  of  the  pro¬ 
digious  addition  which  would  be  created  thereby 
to  the  trouble  of  the  tax  commissioners.  But  the 
very  day  after  the  rejection  of  Pitt’s  motion,  Ad¬ 
dington  adopted  the  substance  of  that  amendment, 
as  “  the  exemptions  it  demanded  were  expected 
by  a  great  number  of  people,  and  as  he  was  con¬ 
vinced  of  the  necessity  of  reconciling  even  the  most 
necessary  measures  to  the  feelings  of  the  public, 
and  as  he  wished  to  avoid  differences  of  opinion 
where  unanimity  was  so  very  desirable.”  A  di¬ 
minished  rate  was  fixed  for  landed  incomes  from 
60L  to  100/.  a  year.  A  clause  for  empowering 
surveyors  to  examine  property  in  order  to  estimate 
its  value  W'as  so  amended  as  to  do  away  the  power, 
originally  given  by  the  bill,  of  entering  private 
dwelling-houses.  All  the  clauses  relating  to  the 
mode  of  stopping  and  collecting  the  tax  on  di¬ 
vidends  payable  at  the  Bank  of  England  w'ere 
struck  out  by  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  who 
substituted  for  them  other  clauses,  importing  that 
stockholders’  returns  should  be  made  in  the  same 
manner  as  those  of  other  persons  ;  but  if,  after  the 
expiration  of  six  months,  no  return  should  be 
made,  then  government  should  have  the  power  of 
collecting  the  tax  at  the  Bank  as  at  first  proposed. 
A  clause  was  also  introduced  which  not  only  ex¬ 
empted  bank-stock  already  purchased  by  foreigners 
from  the  tax,  but  also  all  funded  property  which 
might,  during  the  operation  of  the  act,  be  acquired 
by  persons  not  subjects  of  his  majesty,  and  not 
residing  in  the  British  dominions.  This  clause, 
although  it  was  well  and  fairly  meant,  and  pre¬ 
vented  numerous  foreign  holders  of  stock  from 
being  scared  away  from  our  Bank,  led  directly  to 
much  trickery  and  subterfuge,  by  which  govern¬ 
ment  was  a  loser.  Instead  of  an  exemption  from 
the  house  and  window  tax,  reductions  were  in¬ 
troduced  in  favour  of  persons  having  numerous 
families,  upon  incomes  from  60/.  to  400/.,  for  each 
child  above  two,  or  for  three  or  more  children,  four 
per  cent. ;  upon  incomes  from  400/.  to  1000/.,  for 
ditto,  three  percent. ;  upon  incomes  from  1000/.  to 
5000/.,  for  ditto,  two  per  cent. ;  and  upon  incomes 
of  5000/.  and  upwards,  one  per  cent.  Some 
abatements  W'ere  also  granted  to  persons  w'hose  in¬ 
comes  ranged  between  60/.  and  150/.  per  annum  ; 
and  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed  on 
the  1st  of  August. 

Various  other  new  taxes  or  duties  were  also  im¬ 
posed.  Some  of  these  were  extended  to  Ireland, 
and  the  lord-lieutenant  of  that  country  was  autho¬ 
rised  to  raise  1,000,000/.  by  loan.  The  total 
amount  of  supplies  granted  for  the  year  was 
41,363,192/.  Of  this  great  sum  12,000,000/. 
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was  to  be  raised  by  annuities,  1,052,000^.  by  lot¬ 
teries,  above  15,000,000/.  by  loans  or  Exchequer 
bills,  and  4,000,000/.  was  to  be  taken  from  the 
consolidated  fund.  The  session  was  closed  on  the 
12th  of  August  by  a  speech  from  the  throne, 
wherein  his  majesty  expressed  his  reliance  that, 
under  the  continuance  of  the  Divine  protection,  the 
exertions  of  his  brave  and  loyal  subjects  would 
prove  to  the  enemy  and  to  the  world,  that  an  at¬ 
tempt  to  subvert  the  independence  or  impair  the 
I)o\ver  of  this  United  Kingdom  would  terminate  in 
the  disgrace  and*ruin  of  those  by  whom  it  might  be 
made.  The  king  appeared  in  excellent  health  and 
spirits,  and  was  enthusiastically  cheered  by  im¬ 
mense  multitudes  on  his  way  to  and  from  parlia¬ 
ment. 

While  parliament  was  sitting,  and  when  the 
country  was  ringing  with  military  preparations,  and 
the  marchings  and  countermarchings  of  troops  of 
the  line,  militia,  fencibles,  and  volunteers,  the 
Prince  of  Wales  repeated  a  claim  which  he  had 
often  made  before,  for  military  promotion,  and  for 
some  post  or  command  where  honour  and  danger 
might  go  hand  in  hand.*  The  Duke  of  York  had 
been  for  some  years  captain-general  and  com¬ 
mander-in-chief  of  the  forces,  the  Dukes  of  Kent, 
Cumberland,  and  Cambridge  were  lieutenant-ge¬ 
nerals,  but  their  eldest  brother,  the  heir  to  the 
throne,  was  left  in  the  inferior  grade  of  a  colonel 


In  April,  1798,  the  prince  had  written  the  following  letter  to  his 
father : — "  Sir,  I  have,  from  various  considerations  of  duly  and  respect 
delayed  to  the  latest  hour  obtruding  myself  by  a  direct  application  to 
your  majesty ;  and  it  is  now  with  an  earnestness  that  I  never  before 


try  now  stands  calls  for  the  milted  efforts  of  every  liritish  arm  in  the 
defence  of  all  that  can  bo  dear  to  Knglishmen ;  and  it  is  with  glowin'' 
pride  that  I  behold  the  prevalence  of  this  sentiment  through  every 
part  of  your  majesty’s  kinj'dom.  Whatever  may  some  time  back  have 
been  your  majesty’s  objections  to  my  being  in  the  way  of  actual  ser¬ 
vice,  yet  at  a  crisis  like  this,  unexampled  iu  our  history,  when  every 
subject  in  the  realm  is  eagerly  seeking  for  and  has  his  post  assigned 
him,  those  objections  will,  I  humbly  trust,  yield  to  the  pressure  of  the 
times,  and  your  majesty  will  be  graciously  pleased  to  call  me  forth  to 
a  station  wherein  I  may  prove  myself  worthy  of  the  confidence  of  my 
country,  and  of  the  high  rank  I  hold  in  it,  by  staking  my  life  in  its 
defence  death  would  be  preferable  to  being  marked  as  the  on/v  man 
that  Wits  not  sullered  to  come  forth  on  such  an  occasion.  Should  it  be 
Illy  fate  to  fall  in  so  glorious  a  contest,  no  injury  could  arise  to  the 
line  of  succession,  on  account  of  the  number  happily  remainin''  of 
your  majesty’s  children.  At  the  same  time,  were  there  fifty  princes 
or  were  I  the  single  one,  it  would,  in  my  humble  judgment,  be  equally 
incumbent  on  them,  or  me,  to  stand  foremost  in  the  ranks  of  danger  at 
so  decisive  a  jicriod  as  the  present.  I  am  the  more  induced  to  confide 
that  your  majesty’s  goodness  will  comply  with  this  humble  petition 
from  the  conviction  I  feel  that,  had  similar  circumstances  prevailed  in 
the  reign  of  the  late  king,  when  yonr  majesty  was  Prince  of  Wales 
yon  would  have  jiaiitcd,  sir,  for  the  opportunity  I  now  so  earnestly 
covet.  I  know  your  majesty,  and  am  fixed  in  this  belief;  and  I  should 
hold  myself  unworthy  of  my  descent  and  station,  if  a  tamer  impulse 
could  now  possess  me.  Still  more  to  justify  this  confidence,  allow  mo 
to  recall  to  your  majesty’s  recollection  the  expressiuiis  you  were  ''ra- 
ciously  pleased  to  use,  when  I  solicited  foreign  service  upon  my  first 
coming  into  the  army,  'riiey  were,  sir,  that  your  majesty  did  not  then 
see  the  opportunity  for  it ;  but  that,  if  anything  was  to  arise  at  home, 
I  ought  to  be  one  of  thc./irst  nnA/nremost.  My  character  with  the  na¬ 
tion,  my  honour,  my  future  fame  and  prospects  in  life,  are  now  all  at 
stake.  I  therefore  supplicate  your  majesty  to  afford  mo  those  means 
for  their  preservation,  which  affection  for  my  country  and  devotion  to 
my  sovereign  would  have  prompted  me  to  solicit,  even  though  my  birth 
and  station  had  not  rendered  it  my  duty  to  claim  them.  I  presume  iu 
no  resiiect  to  prescribe  to  your  majesty  the  mode  of  being  employed ; 
what  I  humblv,  but  most  earnestly,  solicit,  is  the  certainty  of  active 
service,  in  such  a  character  as  to  yonr  majesty  shall  seem  fit.  With  the 
jirofoundesl  humility,  I  have  the  honour  to  subscribe  myself  your  ma¬ 
jesty’s  most  dutiful  and  most  affectionate  sou  and  subject, 

“  Georoe  P.” 

This  application  had  then  been  met  by  a  peremptory  refusal  from 
the  king,  who  declared  “  that  military  command  was  incompatible 
w  ith  the  situation  of  Prince  of  Wales.’’ 


was  incompatible 


of  dragoons.  On  the  18th  of  July  the  Prince  of 
Wales  addressed  a  letter  to  Addington,  stating  that, 
from  the  official  communication  to  parliament  that 
the  avowed  object  of  the  enemy  was  invasion,  and 
from  the  levy-en-masse  and  the  other  extraordinary 
measures  of  defence  which  parliament  had  agreed 
to,  it  was  quite  evident  the  danger  was  not  believed 
to  be  dubious  or  remote;  that,  animated  by  the 
same  spirit  which  pervaded  the  nation  at  large,  he 
was  anxious  to  undertake  the  responsibility  of  a 
military  comm-and ;  that  he  was  aware  he  did  not 
possess  the  experience  of  actual  warfare,  but  at  the 
same  time  he  could  not  regard  himself  as  totally 
unqualified  in  military  science,  since  he  had  long 
made  the  service  his  particular  study ;  that,  how¬ 
ever,  his  chief  pretensions  to  promotion  and  active 
employment  were  founded  on  a  sense  of  those  ad¬ 
vantages  which  his  example  might  produce  to  the 
state,  by  exciting  the  loyal  energies  of  the  nation, 
and  on  a  knowledge  of  those  expectations  which 
the  public  had  a  right  to  form  as  to  the  personal 
e.xertions  of  their  princes  at  a  moment  like  the  pre¬ 
sent.  “  The  more  elevated  my  situation,”  said  the 
prince’s  letter,  “  in  so  much  the  eflbrts  of  my  zeal 
become  necessarily  greater ;  and  I  confess  that,  if 
duty  had  not  been  so  paramount,  a  reflection  on  the 
splendid  achievements  of  my  predecessors  would 
have  excited  in  me  the  spirit  of  emulation  :  when, 
however,  in  addition  to  such  recollections,  the  na¬ 
ture  of  the  contest  in  which  we  are  about  to  engage 
was  impressed  on  my  consideration,  I  should,  in¬ 
deed,  have  been  devoid  of  every  virtuous  sentiment 
if  I  had  felt  no  reluctance  in  remaining  a  passive 
spectator  of  armaments  which  have  for  their  object 
the  very  existence  of  the  British  empire.”  He 
complained  of  the  little  value  his  majesty’s  minis¬ 
ters  had  formerly  put  upon  his  offers  of  service ; 
of  some  “  unknown  cause  ”  which  had  retarded  his 
appointment ;  and  of  the  obloquy  to  which  he  was 
exposed  of  being  regarded  by  the  country  as  idle 
and  indifferent  to  the  events  which  menaced  it — of 
being  insensible  to  the  call  of  patriotism  and  of 
glory:  he  insisted  that  the  claim  which  he  ad¬ 
vanced  was  strictly  constitutional  and  justified  by 
precedent ;  and  that  to  debar  him  from  it  in  the 
present  situation  of  Europe  w’ould  be  alike  fatal  to 
his  own  immediate  honour  and  to  the  future  in¬ 
terests  of  the  crown.  After  saying  that  he  should 
be  sorry  to  embarrass  the  government  at  such  a 
crisis,  but  that  nothing  could  compensate  him  for 
the  misfortune  of  not  participating  in  the  honours 
and  dangers  which  awaited  the  brave  men  destined 
to  oppose  an  invading  enemy,  the  prince’s  letter 
concluded  with  these  words  : — “  All  I  solicit  is  a 
more  ostensible  situation  than  that  in  which  I  am 
at  present  placed ;  for,  situated  as  I  am,  as  a  mere 
colonel  of  a  regiment,  the  major-general  command¬ 
ing  the  brigade  of  which  such  a  regiment  must 
form  a  part  would  justly  expect  and  receive  the 
full  credit  of  pre-arrangement  and  successful 
enterprise.” 

It  appears  that  Addington  left  this  earnest  letter 
unanswered,  for  the  prince  repeated  his  application 
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in  another  letter  dated  the  26th  of  July.  In  reply 
to  this,  Addington  briefly  alluded  to  similar  appli¬ 
cations  which,  in  obedience  to  the  commands  of  his 
royal  highness,  had  been  laid  before  his  majesty 
upon  former  occasions.  The  prince  then  desired 
the  minister  to  lay  before  his  majesty  his  last  note 
of  the  26th.  This  Addington  did  ;  but  the  king 
only  referred  to  the  orders  he  had  before  given, 
adding  that,  his  opinion  being  fixed,  he  desired  that 
no  further  mention  should  be  made  to  him  of  the 
subject.  In  the  course  of  the  levy-en-masse  de¬ 
bates  some  of  the  prince’s  friends  hinted  obliquely 
at  this  curious  correspondence,  and  expressed  a 
hope  that  the  heir  to  the  throne  would  be  gratified 
in  his  laudable  wishes.  Six  days  before  the  proro¬ 
gation  of  parliament  the  prince  addressed  a  letter 
to  the  king  himself,  repeating  with  additional  ear¬ 
nestness  the  arguments  he  had  used  in  his  letters 
to  Addington.  “  I  ask,”  said  he,  “  to  be  allowed 
to  display  the  best  energies  of  my  character ;  to 
shed  the  last  drop  of  my  blood  in  support  of  your 
majesty’s  person,  crown,  and  dignity ;  for  this  is 
not  a  war  for  empire,  glory,  or  dominion,  but  for 
existence.  In  this  contest,  the  lowest  and  humblest 
of  your  majesty’s  subjects  have  been  called  on  ;  it 
would  therefore  little  become  me,  who  am  the  first, 
and  who  stand  at  the  very  footstool  of  the  throne, 
to  remain  a  tame,  and  idle,  and  lifeless  spectator  ! 

. Hanover  is  lost — England  is  menaced 

with  invasion — Ireland  is  in  rebellion — Europe  is 
at  the  foot  of  Franee !  At  such  a  moment  the 
Prince  of  Wales,  yielding  to  none  of  your  servants 
in  zeal  and  devotion — to  none  of  your  subjects  in 
duty — to  none  of  your  children  in  tenderness  and 
affection,  presumes  to  approach  you,  and  again  to 
repeat  those  offers  which  he  has  already  made 

through  your  majesty’s  ministers . 

And  ought  I  not  to  come  forward  in  a  moment  of 
unexampled  difficulty  and  danger?  Ought  I  not 
to  share  in  the  glory  of  victory,  when  I  have  every¬ 
thing  to  lose  by  defeat  ?  The  highest  places  'in 
your  majesty’s  service  are  filled  by  the  younger 
branches  of  the  royal  family ;  to  me  alone  no  place 
is  assigned.  I  am  not  thought  worthy  to  be  even 
the  junior  major-general  of  your  army.”  He  re¬ 
minded  his  father  that  no  other  cause  had  been  or 
could  be  assigned  for  the  refusal,  except  that  it  was 
the  will  of  his  majesty.  The  king,  in  a  very  suc¬ 
cinct  answer,  referred  him  to  the  repeated  declara¬ 
tions  he  had  already  made  of  his  determination  on 
this  subject,  and  told  him  that  he  had  flattered 
himself  he  should  have  heard  no  more  about  it ; 
aihling.  Should  the  implacable  enemv  so  far  suc¬ 
ceed  as  to  land,  you  will  have  an  opportunity  of 
showing  your  zeal  at  the  head  of  your  regiment.” 
On  the  2.3r(l  of  August  the  prince  once  more  ad- 
(Iresscd  the  king,  but  witliout.  producing  any  effect 
on  his  fixed  determination.  At  the  beginning  of 
October,  when  an  extensive  promotion  took  iilace 

V'  1  ®  f  brother  the 

Jhike  ot  \ork,  as  commander-in-chief,  “  by  whose 
counsels  the  constitution  jiresumes  that  the  mili¬ 
tary  department  is  administered.”  He  complained 
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that  his  standing  in  the  army,  according  to  the 
ordinary  routine  of  promotion,  w’ould  have  placed 
him  by  this  time  either  at  the  bottom  of  the  list  of 
generals,  or  at  the  head  of  the  list  of  lieutenant- 
generals  ;  and  that  to  be  told  that  he  might  display 
his  zeal  solely  and  simply  at  the  head  of  his  regi¬ 
ment  was  a  degrading  mockery.  The  Duke  of 
York  replied,  after  warm  professions  of  fraternal 
affection,  that  he  must  recall  to  his  memory  a 
conversation  he  had  with  the  Prince  of  Wales, 
upon  the  same  subject,  soon  after  his  majesty 
had  placed  him  at  the  head  of»the  army;  that 
in  the  year  1795,  on  a  general  promotion  taking 
place,  he,  at  the  prince’s  instance,  had  delivered 
a  letter  from  him  to  his  majesty,  urging  his 
pretensions  to  promotion  in  the  army ;  to  which 
his  majesty  had  been  then  pleased  to  answer  that, 
before  ever  he  gave  the  prince  the  command  of  the 
10th  light  dragoons,  he  had  caused  it  to  be  fully 
explained  to  him  what  his  sentiments  were  with 
respect  to  a  Prince  of  Wales  entering  the  army, 
and  the  public  grounds  upon  which  he  could  never 
admit  of  his  considering  it  as  a  profession,  or  claim¬ 
ing  promotion  in  the  service;  and  that  his  majesty 
at  the  same  time  had  added  his  positive  command 
and  injunctions  to  him  (the  duke)  never  to  men¬ 
tion  that  subject  again  to  him,  and  to  decline  being 
the  bearer  of  any  application  of  the  same  nature, 
should  it  be  proposed  to  him.  “  This  message,” 
continued  the  Duke  of  York,  “  I  was,  of  course, 
under  the  necessity  of  delivering  to  you,  and  I  have 
constantly  made  it  the  rule  of  my  conduct  ever 
since ;  and,  indeed,  I  have  ever  considered  it  as 
one  of  the  greatest  proofs  of  affection  and  consi¬ 
deration  towards  me,  on  the  part  of  his  majesty, 
that  he  never  allowed  me  to  become  a  party  in  this 
business.  Having  thus  stated  to  you,  fairly  and 
candidly,  what  has  passed,  I  trust  you  will  see  that 
there  can  be  no  grounds  for  the  apprehension  ex¬ 
pressed  in  the  latter  part  of  your  letter,  that  any 
slur  can  attach  to  your  character  as  an  officer, 
particularly  as  I  recollect  your  mentioning  to  me 
yourself,  on  the  day  on  which  you  received  the 
notification  of  your  appointment  to  the  10th  light 
dragoons,  the  explanation  and  condition  attached 
to  it  by  his  majesty ;  and  therefore,  surely,  you 
must  be  satisfied  that  your  not  being  advanced  in 
military  rank  proceeds  entirely  from  his  majesty’s 
sentiments  respecting  the  high  rank  you  hold  in 
the  state,  and  not  from  any  impression  unfavour¬ 
able  to  you.”  The  Prince  of  Wales  wrote  again 
to  the  commander-in-chief,  denying  that  he  had 
ever  entered  into  any  compromise — denying  any 
recollection  of  the  private  conversation  quoted  bv 
the  duke — stating  that  in  the  first  instance  he  had 
been  merely  referred  to  his  majesty’s  will  and 
pleasure,  and  that  now  he  was  informed  for  the 
first  time  that  when  the  king  had  appointed  him 
to  the  command  of  the  Tenth  he  had  caused  it  to 
be  fully  explained  to  him  what  his  sentiments  were 
with  respect  to  a  Prince  of  Wales  entering  into  the 
army.  He  insisted  that  neither  in  his  majesty’s 
letter  nor  in  the  letters  of  Mr,  Addington  was 
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there  one  word  or  the  most  distant  allusion  to  the 
condition  mentioned  in  the  duke’s  letter;  and  that, 
even  if  he  had  accepted  the  command  of  a  regiment 
on  such  conditions,  his  acquiescence  could  have  re¬ 
lation  only  to  the  ordinary  situation  of  the  country, 
and  not  to  a  case  so  completely  out  of  all  contem¬ 
plation  at  that  time  as  the  probable  invasion  of  this 
kingdom  by  a  foreign  force  sulEcient  to  bring  its 
safety  into  question.  Four  other  letters  passed 
between  the  royal  brothers ;  hut,  whether  the  com¬ 
mander-in-chief  had  the  inclination  or  not  to  gra¬ 
tify  the  Prince  of  Wales,  he  had  not  the  power  to 
move  the  king  from  his  unalterable  resolution. 
On  the  23rd  of  October,  when  the  prince  was  on 
the  point  of  starting  for  Brighton,  where  the  Tenth 
was  quartered,  Addington  wrote  him  a  short  am¬ 
biguous  note,  saying  that,  in  consequence  of  some 
intelligence  which  had  reached  him,  he  was  im¬ 
pelled  by  a  sense  of  duty  to  his  royal  highness 
and  to  the  public  to  express  an  anxious  hope  that 
he  might  he  induced  to  postpone  his  journey  to 
Brighton,  until  he  (Addington)  should  have  an 
opportunity  of  making  further  inquiries.  As  the 
mysterious  minister  did  not  communicate  the  nature 
of  this  intelligence,  the  prince  chose  to  consider 
that  it  related  to  invasion,  or  to  some  landing  pro¬ 
jected  on  the  Sussex  coast ;  and  on  the  following 
day  he  replied  by  note  that  he  apprehended  that 
Addington  expected  some  immediate  attempt  from 
the  enemy,  adding  that  his  wish  to  accommodate 
himself  to  anything  which  the  minister  might  re¬ 
present  as  material  to  the  public  service  would 
make  him  desirous  to  comply  with  his  request ; 
but  that,  if  there  was  reason  to  imagine  that  inva¬ 
sion  would  take  place  directly,  he  was  bound,  “  by 
the  king’s  precise  order,  and  by  that  honest  zeal 
which  was  not  allowed  any  fitter  sphere  for  its 
action,”  to  hasten  instantly  to  his  regiment.  The 
prince  went  down  to  Brighton  on  the  24th  or  25th ; 
and  on  the  26th  of  October  there  was  a  grand  scene 
in  the  capital,  which  was  probably  the  motive  which 
induced  Addington  to  request  his  royal  highness  to 
remain  in  town,  and  the  motive  which  induced  the 
prince  to  hurry  down  to  the  coast : — there  was  a 
review  in  Hyde  Park  of  all  the  volunteer  corps  of 
London,  12,500  strong.  The  king  was  accompa¬ 
nied  by  the  queen,  and  all  the  other  members  of 
the  royal  family  except  the  heir-apparent.  Mon¬ 
sieur  (afterwards  Charles  X.),  the  Prince  de  Conde, 
the  Due  de  Bourbon,  and  the  Due  de  Berri,  w'ere 
all  present  on  horseback,  attended  by  many  of  the 
old  French  noblesse,  and  by  General  Dumouriez. 
The  Duke  of  York  figured  as  commander-in-chief, 
and  afterwards  conveyed  to  the  volunteers  the  com¬ 
pliments  of  the  king  in  general  orders.* 

The  war  was  certainly  inevitable  before,  but  per¬ 
haps  no  single  circumstance  tended  more  to  ex¬ 
asperate  Bonaparte  than  the  trial  of  Peltier,  with 

*  Two  days  after  tlie  Westminster,  Lambeth,  and  Southwark  vo¬ 
lunteers,  witli  other  suburban  corps,  both  horse  and  foot,  and  forming 
a  totiil  of  14,676  men,  were  reviewed  in  the  same  place,  and  in  pre¬ 
sence  of  the  same  high  personages,  and  of  the  same  immense  and 
animated  crowd.  These  well-timed  reviews  had  an  excellent  eflect 
on  the  public  spirit.  Tire  volunteer  corps  of  London  and  the  villages 
and  hamlets  in  its  immediate  vicinity  already  exceeded  46,000  men. 
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the  eloquent  pleading  of  the  late  Sir  James  Mac¬ 
kintosh.  Jean  Joseph  Peltier  was  a  journalist  and 
royalist  refugee,  living  and  publishing  in  Loudon, 
and  not  in  himself  a  very  interesting  or  exalted 
person,  having  little  literary  merit,  and  being 
much  more  abusive  and  calumniatory  than  eloquent 
or  witty.  At  the  commencement  of  the  revolution 
he  edited  a  monarchic  paper,  entitled  ‘  Les  Actes 
des  Apotres,’  and  wrote  a  great  number  of  pam¬ 
phlets.  After  the  10th  of  August,  1792,  when 
the  Bourbon  monarchy  was  rent  to  pieces,  and 
“  when  our  shores  were  covered  as  with  the  wreck 
of  a  great  tempest,”  he  fled  to  England,  and 
availed  himself  most  actively,  and  to  an  immense 
extent,  of  our  liberty  of  the  press.  Perhaps  he 
considered  that  his  pen  had  given  offence  in  France 
which  would  never  be  really  pardoned ;  perhaps 
he  had  no  property  to  which  to  return,  and  no 
means  of  livelihood  so  productive  on  the  other  side 
of  the  Channel  as  were  his  writings  in  England, 
and  his  occasional  douceurs  from  the  Bourbon 
princes  and  some  of  the  emigrant  noblesse ;  and 
perhaps  he  felt  that  attachment  to  legitimacy,  and 
that  abhorrence  to  all  the  revolutionary  govern¬ 
ments,  which  he  professed  ;  hut  what  is  certain  is, 
that  he  refused  to  avail  himself  of  the  permission 
granted  by  Bonaparte  to  emigrants  to  return  to 
France  and  resume  their  property— or  such  por¬ 
tions  of  it  as  were  not  sold  or  appropriated,  or  such 
as  he  might  choose  to  give  them.  After  writing 
a  ‘  History  of  the  Revolution  of  the  10th  of 
August,’  a  ‘  History  of  the  Campaign  of  1793,’ 
and  a  periodical  work,  entitled  ‘  Tableau  de 
TEurope,’  prophesying  the  precariousness  of  all 
the  revolutionary  governments,  and  the  inevitable 
restoration  of  the  ancient  dynasty  of  France,  he 
began,  after  the  peace  of  Amiens,  to  publish  a  new 
journal,  called  ‘  VAmbigv’  in  which  he  lashed 
the  First  Consul,  his  court,  and  government,  with¬ 
out  mercy,  and  not  without  calumny.  In  the 
fourth  number  of  this  paper  appeared  a  miserable 
ode  on  Bonaparte’s  Revolution  of  the  18th  Bru- 
maire,  fictitiously  ascribed  to  Chenier,  the  re¬ 
publican  poet,  who  had  written  a  great  many  odes 
in  the  high  days  of  Jacobinism,  quite  as  had  both  in 
the  poetry  and  in  the  ferocity  of  the  sentiment.  Pel- 
tier,  or  his  ode,  represented  Bonaparte  as  Ca?.sar 
who  had  passed  the  Rubicon,  as  the  tyrant  who  liad 
left  no  liberty  in  France;  and  pictured  the  last 
of  the  Romans  with  an  avenging  poniard  in  their 
hands— and  then,  descending  from  classicalities, 
asked  the  warriors  of  Frairce  whether  they  were 
not  ashamed  of  serving  a  Corsican,  un  Corse — and 
then,  returning  to  the  classical,  recommended  tlie 
Tarpeian  Rock,  &c.  At  the  same  time  Peltier 
gave  vent  to  another  thing  in  rhyme,  called  ‘  The 
Prayer  of  a  Dutch  Patriot,’  wherein  he  spoke  of 
Bonaparte’s  making  and  unmaking  of  kings,  of  his 
making  himself  Consul  for  life,  &c.,  praying  that 
the  succession  might  soon  he  left  open  by  his 
death,  or  that  he  might  disappear  like  Romulus  in 
a  mysterious  apotheosis.*  Instead  of  meeting 

•  There  was  also  a  passage  in  plain  prose,  intended  to  remind  the 
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these  rhymes  with  contempt,  Bonaparte  fell  into  a 
transport  of  passion :  he  j^retended  that  they  were 
provocatives  to  his  assassination  and  to  the  over¬ 
throw  of  his  government.  He  instructed  his  am¬ 
bassador  at  London  to  demand  satisfaction  from 
the  British  government.  Our  secretary  for  foreign 
affairs,  Lord  Hawkesbury,  replied  that  in  England 
the  press  was  free  and  unshackled,  that  its  excesses 
were  punishable  by  law — that  our  courts  of  law 
were  open  to  all — that  the  British  court  and  the 
ministers  themselves,  often  traduced  and  libelled, 
had  no  other  resource — that  he  did  not  doubt  but 
than  an  English  jury  would  give  the  First  Consul 
satisfaction  if  he  chose  to  proceed  against  Peltier 
by  law.  The  First  Consul,  who  could  not  or  would 
not  conceive  that  our  government  had  not  the  same 
power  over  newspapers  which  he  had  over  his 
‘  Moniteur,’  and  the  same  power  to  treat  journalists 
as  he  had  treated  them  by  scores  and  by  hun¬ 
dreds,  intimated  that  nothing  less  would  satisfy 
him  than  the  suppression  of  ‘  L’Ambigu’  and  the 
deportation  of  Peltier.  He  wrote  directly  to  the 
English  premier  to  urge  these  demands,  and  to 
recommend  a  change  of  our  laws  relating  to  the 
press.  Addington  calmly  and  respectfully  replied 
that  the  abuse  of  the  press  might  sometimes  be  a 
great  evil,  but  that  our  constitution  left  to  every 
man  the  use  of  his  pen,  at  his  own  risk  and  peril 
if  he  misused  it ;  that  libels,  like  other  offences, 
w'ere  punishable  by  judge  and  jury;  that,  though 
at  times  a  libeller  might  escape  punishment,  it  was 
difficult  to  find  a  remedy  wdthout  touching  that 
liberty  of  the  press  which  was  part  of  our  system 
and  of  our  habits,  and  endeared  to  the  English 
people ;  that,  foreigner  as  he  was,  the  First  Consul 
might  bring  his  action,  only  that  such  a  course 
would  give  greater  publicity  to  the  libel,  and  that 
a  better  course  would  be  to  treat  Peltier  and  his 


Frencli  that  tyrannicide  had  always  been  considered  a  repnldican 
virtue;  that  Bonaparte,  not  satistied  witli  the  murder  of  Louis  XVI., 
and  the  destruction  of  so  many  princes  and  brave  men  wlio  had 
perished  in  the  wars,  was  still  tldrstin;;  for  more  lilood,  and  that 
nothini;  was  lelt  tor  patriots  to  do,  but  to  avenge  tiieir  wrongs,  or 
perish  with  glory.  “ 

The  rhymed  platitudes  which  so  enraged  the  First  Consul,  and 
which  were  quoted  on  Peltier’s  trial,  were  the  two  followin''  passages 
—the  first  from  tlie  Chenier  Ode,  the  second  from  the  Dutch  Patriot’s 
Prayer ; — 

De  la  France,  o  honte  eternelle ! 

Cesar,  an  iiord  du  Rubicon, 

A  contre  lui,  dans  sa  querelle, 

I.e  Senat,  Pompee,  et  Caton ; 

Ft,  dans  les  plaines  de  Pharsale, 

.Si  la  fortune  est  iuegale, 

S'il  te  faut  ceder  aux  destins. 

Home,  dans  ee  revers  funeste. 

Pour  te  venger,  an  moins,  il  reste 
Un  poigtiard  aux  derniers  Romains. 

Cuerriers,  re.ssentez-vous  I'outrago 
Qui  par  un  Corse  vous  est  fait  ? 
tiuerriers,  que  le  traitre  subisse 
De  Tarpeia  I'affreux  supplice  1 
Pour  ces  biens  qu’il  vous  a  ravis. 

Pour  ces  biens,  sa  houteiuo  idole, 

11  a  livre  le  Capitolo. 

Kcrasez  lo  sous  ses  debris! 


I.e  voda  done  assis  on  s  elevait  le  triino ! 

Consul,  11  regie  tout ;  il  fait,  dhfait  les  rois. 

I 'Ml  soigiieiix  d  etre  aime,  la  terreur  fait  ses  droits! 
H  est  I'roclanie  clief  et  Consul  iimtr  la  vie  ! 

Pour  moi,  loin  ipi’a  son  sort  je  p.ute  quclque  envie 
Ou  il  nomme,  j  y  consens,  son  digue  sucecLeur  ; 
Siir  le  pavois  portequ  on  I'elise  empereur 
Liilin  (et  Uomnlus  nous  rappelle  la  chose). 

Jo  fats  voeu,  dcs  demam,  qu'il  ait  I’apotlieose. 


papers  with  contempt,  as  he  (Addington)  and  his 
colleagues  had  often  treated  similar  attacks  made 
by  English  journalists.  There  was  assuredly,  at 
this  moment  (in  the  summer  of  1802),  no  want 
of  a  conciliatory  tone  on  the  part  of  our  ministers. 
Lord  Hawkesbury  went  so  far  as  to  say  in  a  note 
to  M.  Otto,  that  it  was  “impossible  that  his  ma¬ 
jesty’s  government  could  peruse  the  articles  in  ques¬ 
tion  without  the  greatest  displeasure,  and  without 
an  anxious  desire  that  the  person  who  published 
them  should  suffer  the  punishment  he  so  justly  de¬ 
served.”  Finding  it  beyond  the  reach  of  his  might 
or  persuasion  to  make  our  government  arbitrarily 
suppress  ‘  L’Ambigu,’  and  transport  its  editor,  the 
First  Consul  instructed  his  ambassador  at  London 
to  urge  that  government  to  institute  proceedings  in 
our  courts  of  law.  Lord  George  Gordon  had  been 
punished  and  imprisoned  for  a  libel  on  the  late 
Queen  of  France,  and  Mr.  John  Vint  had  been 
found  guilty  of  a  libel  on  the  Emperor  of  Russia ; 
why  therefore  should  not  the  First  Consul  of 
France  proceed  in  the  same  way  against  a  man 
who  was  but  an  alien  in  England.?  His  eagerness 
for  vengeance  on  a  poor  refugee  scribbler  made 
him  reject  Addington’s  very  sensible  advice.  He 
w'ould  fain  have  precipitated  the  trial,  hut  he  could 
not  change  the  routine  of  our  lawyers’  terms  and 
sessions.  Before  the  trial  came  on  all  those  causes 
of  disagreement  with  the  British  government 
which  we  have  mentioned  occurred,  inclusive  of 
Sebastiaiii’s  Levant  mission  and  insulting  report ; 
and  the  consul  moreover  had  made  his  ‘  Moniteur  ’ 
teem  with  abuse  of  the  British  constitution,  govern¬ 
ment,  and  ])eople,  it  being  no  secret  that  many 
of  these  ‘  Moniteur  ’  articles  ivere  either  -written 
by  his  own  pen,  or  dictated  by  him,  while,  for  the 
reasons  already  stated,  he  and  his  government 
■were  answerable  for  whatever  appeared  in  that 
paper.  At  last,  on  the  21st  of  February,  1803 
(the  day  on  which  Colonel  Despard  and  his  asso¬ 
ciates  were  executed),  the  trial  came  on  in  the 
Court  of  Queen’s  Bench,  before  Lord  Chief  Justice 
Ellenhorough  and  a  special  jury.  The  information 
had  been  filed  by  his  majesty’s  attorney-general 
ex-officio,  and  stated,  “  that  peace  existed  between 
Napoleon  Bonaparte  and  our  Lord  the  King,  but 
that  M.  J.  J.  Peltier,  intending  to  destroy  the 
friendship  so  existing,  and  to  despoil  the  said 
Napoleon  Bonaparte  of  his  consular  dignity,  did 
devise,  print,  and  publish,  in  the  French  language 
to  the  tenor  following,”  &c.  [Here  the  passages 
from  the  paper  were  inserted,  and  described  as 
libellous,  &c.]  The  attorney-general,  who  also 
himself  conducted  the  prosecution,  argued  that  the 
object  of  the  writer  was  to  excite  the  subjects  of 
France  to  rebel  against  their  chief  magistrate  de 
facto,  and  further  to  excite  them  to  his  assassina¬ 
tion — that  there  could  be  no  doubt  of  Napoleon 
Bonaparte  being  the  de  facto  chief  magistrate  or 
hirst  Consul  of  France,  as  he  had  been  recognised 
by  us  in  that  character,  and  in  that  character  we 
had  made  peace  with  him,  and  that  therefore  such 
a  publication  in  this  friendly  country  could  not 
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escape  punishment.  “  The  First  Consul,”  con¬ 
tinued  the  attorney-general,  “  is  to  be  respected 
even  as  if  his  ancestors  had  enjoyed  the  same 
power  for  a  number  of  generations.  Perhaps  I 
may  hear  of  publications  in  the  ‘  Moniteur  ’  re¬ 
flecting  on  our  government.  What  have  we  to  do 
with  that  ?  I  am  standing  here  for  the  honour  of 
the  English  law  and  of  the  English  nation.  I 
state  this  to  be  a  crime,  and  as  such  have  brought 
it  before  an  English  jury ;  and,  if  any  other  coun¬ 
try  think  that  they  can  prosper  by  such  publica¬ 
tions,  let  them  have  the  benefit,  but  do  not  let  us 
have  the  disgrace  !”  It  was  every  way  a  happy 
choice  by  which  Peltier  selected  for  his  counsel 
the  able  and  animated  Mackintosh,  the  author  of 
‘  Vindicise  Gallicm,’  or  the  best  defence  of  the 
French  Revolution,  whose  juvenile  errors  had 
been  corrected  by  age  and  experience,  and  whose 
arguments— as  he  had  recently  told  the  gentlemen 
at  Paris*' — had  been  so  completely  refuted  by  the 
conduct  of  the  French  people.  The  subject  had 
much  that  was  inspiring,  the  contrast  of  condition 
between  the  real  prosecutor,  the  master  of  the 
greatest  empire  which  the  civilised  world  had  yet 
seen,  and  the  defendant,  a  poor  friendless  outcast, 
was  striking  and  dramatic ;  Mackintosh,  in  the 
prime  vigour  of  his  faculties,  had  exerted  them  all 
in  praiseworthy  preparation,  and  he  was  warmed 
and  encouraged  in  the  delivery  of  his  forensic 
oration  by  the  presence  of  a  crowded  and  en¬ 
lightened  audience,  which  included  some  of  the 
most  gifted  men  of  that  generation.  Mackintosh 
was  as  ingenious  as  he  was  eloquent,  and  he  art¬ 
fully  applied  himself  to  the  deep-rooted  national 
feelings,  national  prejudices,  and  common  sym¬ 
pathies  of  the  jury,  exciting  their  passionate  regard 
for  the  liberty  of  the  press,  their  jealousy  and 
hatred  for  successful  despotism,  their  pity  for  the 
poor  outcast,  “  the  voluntary  victim  of  loyalty  and 
conscience.”  At  the  same  time  he  showed  the 
innoxiousness  of  Peltier’s  attacks,  and  the,  to 
Englishmen,  revolting  tyranny  exercised  in  France 
against  the  productions  of  the  press.  This  obscure 
journal,  ‘  L’Ambigu,’  if  the  jealousy  of  power 
could  ever  be  at  rest,  appeared  under  circum¬ 
stances  the  least  calculated  to  give  disquiet  to  the 
First  Consul :  it  could  not  be  much  read  here, 
for  it  Avas  not  in  the  language  of  the  country; 
it  could  not  be  read  in  France,  for  the  police 
were  not  supine  nor  negligent  in  the  execution  of 
Bonaparte’s  severe  and  universal  prohibition 
against  the  admission  of  English  newspapers. 
Under  these  circumstances  ‘  L’Ambigu  ’  was  issued 

*  Mackintosh  was  among  the  crowds  of  English  who  were  intro* 
duced  to  Bonaparte  during  the  summer  and  autumn  of  1802.  Ra¬ 
ther  an  amusing  incident  occurred  on  that  occasion.  The  First  Con¬ 
sul  was  furnished  by  his  nomenclator  with  some  circumstance  of 
the  life  or  character  of  the  most  eminent  of  the  persons  introduced,  on 
which  to  found  a  compliment.  As  Mr.  Mackintosh  advanced  to  be 
presented  to  ‘  the  Head  of  the  French  government/  a  friend  who 
passed  him,  returning  from  the  ceremony,  whispered  him,  'I  have 
got  your  compliment.’  The  First  Consul,  from  some  mistake  on  his 
part,  or  from  some  change  in  the  order  of  presentation  of  the  two 
gentlemen,  had  addressed  him  who  was  first  introduced  with  an 
assurance  that  somewhat  surprised  him,  ‘  that  he  was  the  person  who 
MToto  the  unanswerable  answer  to  Burke.’  Zf/e  of  Sir  James 
Mackintosh,  by  his  Son, 


for  the  purpose  of  amusing  and  consoling  the 
fellow-sufferers  of  M.  Peltier,  by  occasional  reflec¬ 
tions  on  the  factions  which  divide  and  agitate  the 
land  from  which  they  are  exiled — it  was  intended 
as  a  consolation  to  those  to  whom  no  consolation 
remains  but  in  contemplating  the  instability  of 
human  affairs,  and  seeing  that  the  men  by  whom 
they  were  driven  from  their  country  were  often  the 
victims  of  fortune  as  well  as  they.  This  was  the  only 
journal  that  dared  still  to  speak  of  a  family  once 
the  most  august  in  Europe.  This  court  afforded 
an  instance  of  the  instability  of  human  grandeur 
in  that  family  ; — the  last  instance  of  a  prosecution 
by  the  French  government  was  for  a  libel  on  that 
Princess  who  had  be^  since  tortured  and  butchered 
by  her  own  subjects  !  He  admitted  the  principle  of 
the  attorney-general  that  no  government  recognised 
by  our  sovereign  was  to  be  libelled  with  impunity ; 
he  agreed  with  him  that  in  this  respect  all  govern¬ 
ments  were  on  the  same  footing,  Avhether  they 
were  governments  of  yesterday  or  governments 
confirmed  by  a  succession  of  ages.  He  called  that 
English  law-court  his  client’s  last  asylum  upon 
earth  ;  he  applauded  the  honorable  and  dignified 
conduct  of  ministers  in  refusing  to  violate  the 
sacred  hospitality  due  to  an  unfortunate  stranger, 
who  now  appeared  in  that  court  as  the  only  place 
in  which  his  prosecutor  and  he  could  be  upon  equal 
terms  ;  he  flattered  the  honourable  pride  of  the 
jury  by  saying  for  his  client  that  the  most  re¬ 
freshing  prospect  his  eye  could  rest  upon  was  a 
just,  impartial,  and  fearless  English  jury — that  he 
felt,  with  him,  gratitude  to  the  Ruler  of  empires 
that,  after  the  wreck  of  everything  else  ancient  and 
venerable  in  Europe — the  wreck  of  all  established 
forms  and  acknowledged  principles,  of  all  long- 
subsisting  laws  and  sacred  institutions, — English¬ 
men  were  met  there  to-day  administering  justice 
after  the  manner  of  their  forefathers  ;  and  he  fur¬ 
ther  interested  them  in  favour  of  his  “  weak  and 
defenceless  fugitive,”  and  he  further  warmed  their 
nationality,  by  reminding  them  that  his  client  had 
waived  his  privilege  of  having  half  his  jury  com¬ 
posed  of  foreigners,  preferring  to  put  himself  upon 
a  jury  entirely  English.  He  represented  this  cause 
as  the  first  of  a  series  of  contests  with  the  freedom 
of  the  press  which  Bonaparte  was  determined  to 
carry  on  in  the  only  country  where  the  press  was 
free  ;  and  he  called  upon  his  countrymen  to  pause 
before  the  great  earthquake  swallowed  up  all  the 
liberty  that  remained  among  men.  Holland, 
Switzerland,  and  the  imperial  towns  of  Germany 
had  once  participated  with  us  in  the  benefit  of  a 
free  press.  Holland  and  Switzerland  were  now 
no  more,  and  near  fifty  of  the  free  imperial  towns 
had  vanished  since  the  commencement  of  this  pro¬ 
secution.  Every  press  in  Europe,  from  Palermo 
to  Hamburgh,  was  now  enslaved  :  and  here  he 
electrified  the  court  by  exclaiming,  “  One  asylum 
of  free  discussion  is  still  inviolate !  There  is  still 
one  little  spot  Avhere  man  can  freely  exercise  his 
reason  on  the  most  important  concerns  of  society — 
where  he  can  boldly  publish  his  judgment  on  the 
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acts  of  tlie  proudest  and  most  powerful  tyrants. 
The  press  of  England  is  still  free.  It  is  guarded  by 
the  free  constitution  of  our  forefathers.  It  is  guarded 
by  the  arms  and  hearts  of  Englishmen;  and  I 
trust  I  may  venture  to  say,  that  if  it  be  to  fall  it 
will  fall  only  under  the  ruins  of  the  British  empire. 
It  is  an  awful  consideration.  Every  other  monu¬ 
ment  of  European  liberty  has  perished.  That 
ancient  fabric,  which  has  been  gradually  reared  by 
the  wisdom  and  virtue  of  our  forefathers,  stilt 
stands ;  it  stands,  thanks  be  to  God !  solid  and 
entire ;  but  it  stands  alone,  and  it  stands  amidst 
ruins.”  Again  returning  to  the  cherished  system 
of  the  trial  by  jury,  he  mentioned  the  important 
struggle  of  Cromwell  with  flie  spirit' of  English 
jurors.  “  That  spirit,”  he  exclaimed,  “  is,  I  trust 
in  God,  not  extinct ;  and,  if  any  modern  tyrant 
were,  in  the  drunkenness  of  his  insolence,  to  hope 
to  overawe  an  English  jury,  I  trust,  and  I  believe, 
that  they  would  tell  him — Our  ancestors  braved 
the  bayonets  of  Cromwell,  we  bid  defiance  to 
yours !”* 

The  attorney-general  (Spencer  Perceval)  replied, 
saying  that,  notwithstanding  the  most  brilliant 
speech  he  had  ever  heard,  and  which  had  occupied 
his  attention  and  dazzled  the  understandings  of  the 
jury  for  three  hours,  he  did  not  find  much  to 
answer ;  that  his  honourable  friend  was  wrong  in 
attributing  the  prosecution  to  the  first  magistrate 
of  France;  that  the  real  prosecutor  was  the  chief 
magistrate  of  this  country  ;  that  Peltier’s  publica¬ 
tion  was  clearly  libellous  and  had  a  tendency  to 
provoke  assassination,  &c.  Lord  Ellenborough 
summed  up  at  considerable  length,  and  the  jury 
returned  a  reluctant  verdict  of  Guilty  against  the 
defendant.  But,  before  Peltier  could  be  called  up 
for  judgment,  the  war  was  renewed,  and  he  was 
let  oft  scatheless.  He  had  in  the  mean  time  pub¬ 
lished  the  report  of  the  trial,  with  Mackintosh’s 
defence  at  full  length,  as  revised  by  the  author. 
Numerous  copies  of  it  were  smuggled  into  the 
Continent,  and  from  one  of  these  Necker’s  famed 
daughter,  Madame  de  Stael,  who  was  accustomed 
to  call  Bonaparte  a  “  Robespierre  on  horseback,” 
made  a  spirited  translation  into  French,  which 
ran  throughout  Europe  like  an  unquenchable 
Greek  fire.  It  was  afterwards  reprinted  in  other 
plaees,  and  wholly  or  partially  translated  into  other 
tongues.  It  gave  a  better  reason  for  the  renewal 
of  hostilities  than  any  that  our  diplomatists 
])ut  into  their  protocols  and  ultimatums ;  it 
showed  to  the  civilised  world  the  real  stake  fir 
which  England  was  fighting  ;  it  did  more  mischief 


•  Mackiutosh  .id(le.l,  -  What  could  l,c  such  a  tyrant’s  means  of  ov. 
.UMU^'ajuiy?  As  lone  us  then-  country  exists,  they  arc  uirt  rou) 
« 111.  .,u,„.nctrablc  arn.our.  Till  the  tlcslruction  of  tlu-ir  co,  tJ 

<lan;-ercau  lull  uimii  them  for  the  nerformam . .  il,..:.  .1.,,  ^  ’ 

do  trust  that  there  is  no  KiiKlishumu  so  unworthy  of  lifo  us  to’  I'lesi 
to  ou  hve  •.ujjlun.l.  Hut  if  any  of  us  are  cou.feu.ue  t^tl  e  cru 

imui.hmeut  ot  survivin';  our  countrv if  in  .1,.  .  V,  ““ 

of  Ihovideuee,  this  hivcil.red  seiU  oOu^r,:^  ~ 

work  ol  huniau  wisilom  and  virtue  he  di.stin...l  t„  ,1 .  t  .■  • 

1  shall  no,  la.  charged  with  nut . ^l 'ih  d" 

the  most  di,nj;erous  wound  ever  iullieted  on  eivilir.atiou  -at  Te  ist  1 


to  Bonaparte  than  he  would  have  suffered  from  the 
defeat  of  an  army  or  from  the  destruction  of  a 
fteet.  It  could  not  but  fill  him  with  rage  and 
animosity.  He,  the  master  of  Europe,  had  been 
bearded  by  a  penniless  pamphleteer  and  an  advo¬ 
cate  whose  fortune  was  all  to  make;  and  this  could 
have  been  done  in  England,  and  in  England  alone. 
Again  he  poured  forth  rhapsodies  against  that  ac¬ 
cursed  liberty  of  the  press  which  allowed  little  men 
to  meddle  with  great,  and  against  that  British 
constitution  which  sanctioned  such  excesses,  or 
prevented  their  being  punished  with  arbitrary 
transportation,  or  captivity  without  a  trial  in  se¬ 
cret  state-prisons.  The  ‘  Mouiteur  ’  became  more 
violent  and  abusive  than  ever ; — from  this  moment 
war  was  declared  in  the  First  Consul’s  heart, — 
from  this  moment  the  secret  countenance  and  en¬ 
couragement  he  had  given  to  the  Irish  refugees 
and  malcontents  became  an  open  and  barefaced 
protection.  About  the  same  time  he  made  or  re¬ 
newed  the  demand  that  the  British  government 
should  expel  from  the  United  Kingdom  all  royalist 
emigrants,  and  oblige  the  princes  of  the  house  of 
Bourbon  to  quit  the  asylum  they  had  chosen,  to  go 
and  reside  at  Warsaw,  where  Louis  XVHI.,  or  the 
Pretender,  as  he  was  termed,  had  taken  up  his 
abode.  His  ambassador  at  London  delivered  note 
after  note  to  Lord  Hawkesbury,  to  convince  him 
that  by  the  alien  bill  the  Englisli  government  had 
the  power  of  arresting,  or  expelling  in  a  summary 
manner,  the  Count  d’Artois,  the  Due  de  Berri,  the 
Prince  de  Conde,  and  whatsoever  foreigner  it 
thought  proper,  and  that  the  said  government 
ought  to  exercise  this  power  in  order  to  quiet  the 
alarms  of  the  First  Consul,  who  knew  that  these 
personages  and  their  adherents  were  hatching  plots 
in  London  against  his  authority  and  life,  and  were 
from  the  near  English  coast  carrying  on  an  active 
correspondence  with  the  royalists  and  malcontents 
on  the  western  coasts  of  France — in  Normandy, 
Britany,  and  the  Vendee.  To  this  demand  the 
British  government  replied  by  quoting  the  history 
of  the  exile  of  the  last  of  our  Stuart  kings,  and  the 
conduet  of  the  French  government  in  his  regard. 
James  II.  had  retired  with  his  ailherents  to  France, 
where  he  was  welcomed  by  Louis  XIV.;  and, 
though  in  the  war  which  followed  that  event  the 
French  government  adopted  his  cause  as  their  own, 
no  stipulation  was  made  at  the  treaty  of  llyswick 
that  he  should  be  sent  out  of  that  country,  nor  was 
any  subsequent  demand  ever  made  to  the  French 
government  to  that  cft'ect,  although  it  was  notorious 
that  in  peace  as  in  war  the  abdicated  sovereign 
and  the  exiled  court  at  St.  Germain  plotted,  and 
intrigued,  and  carried  on  an  active  correspondence 
with  their  partisans  in  England,  Scotland,  and 
Ireland.  Lord  Hawkesbury,  however,  so  far  gra¬ 
tified  the  First  Consul  as  to  remove  some  Chouans 
and  other  resolute  royalists  from  the  island  of 
Guernsey,  where  they  almost  touched  the  French 
coast,  to  a  town  in  the  interior  of  England,  where 
they  could  be  kept  under  some  sort  of  surveillance. 
His  lordship  did  not  demand  in  return  any  expul- 
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sion  of,  or  surveillance  over,  the  Irish  exiles  and 
refugees. 

A  word  more  must  be  said  touching  those  so- 
called  consular  agents  which  Bonaparte  had  dis¬ 
patched  to  the  different  ports  of  the  United  King¬ 
dom,  even  while  he  was  resolutely  refusing  to  enter 
into  any  commercial  treaty  with  us,  or  to  remove 
tlie  prohibitions  he  had  put  upon  British  manufac¬ 
tures  and  other  goods.  These  agents  were  one 
and  all  military  men,  artillery  or  engineer  officers, 
or  officers  who  had  acquired  the  art  of  military 
surveying,  and  the  faculty  of  judging  at  a  glance 
of  the  strong  and  the  weak  points  of  a  country. 
For  the  same  reason  most  of  the  ambassadors  who 
were  or  had  been  employed  by  Bonaparte  were 
not  civilians  or  trained  diplomatists,  but  military 
men.  Andreossi,  who  was  now  residing  in  this 
capacity  in  London,  had  not  the  slightest  preten¬ 
sion  to  diplomatic  skill,  but  he  was  one  of  the  most 
skilful  engineer  and  artillery  officers  in  the  French 
service,  had  an  excellent  coup-d’ceil  for  seizing  the 
military  features  of  a  country,  and  a  facility  and 
rapidity  in  mapping  and  planning,  as  he  had  al¬ 
ready  proved  in  Italy  and  in  Egypt,  and  of  which  he 
afterwards  gave  further  proof  in  Turkey  and  in  his 
published  work  on  Constantinople,  the  Bosphorus, 
and  the  passage  of  the  Dardanelles.*  The  so- 
called  consuls  were  observed  to  be  very  busy  in  all 
the  sea-ports,  and  more  particularly  in  the  ports  of 
Ireland.  On  the  2lth  of  November,  1802,  Talley¬ 
rand,  as  minister  for  foreign  affairs,  wrote  under 
the  dictation  of  Bonaparte  a  very  significant  letter 
to  M.  Fauvelet,  consul  or  commercial  agent  at 
Dublin,  from  which  the  following  is  a  sufficient 
extract:  “  You  are  charged  to  procure  a  plan  of 
the  port  where  you  reside,  specifying  its  depth  and 
the  possibility  of  ships  of  the  line  entering  it.  Be¬ 
sides  this  plan  of  the  port  you  must  inform  your¬ 
self  which  is  the  best  wind  for  ships  of  war  to 
enter  the  port,  what  is  the  greatest  depth  of  water 
in  the  roads,  and  whether  transports  heavily  laden 
can  get  close  in  shore.”t  It  is  not  to  be  supposed 
that  these  earnest  instructions  were  confined  to 
Dublin,  or  that  soundings  and  surveys  were  not 
procured  in  other  ports.  It  is  frankly  stated  by  a 

•  TiUloyratnl,  who  iliil  not  ranch  relish  this  practice  of  eraployin^ 
militarv  men  as  diplomatists,  made  an  excellent  pan  out  of  a  pre¬ 
tended  mishike  of  the  name  and  qu.ality  of  Andreossi.  He  was  dis¬ 
cussing  with  the  First  Consul  the  appointment  of  an  ambassador  to 
England.  After  several  persons  had  been  named.  Bonaparte  said,  “  I 
believe  1  must  send  Andreossi.”  Talleyrand  replied  in  his  dry  way, 
“You  must  send  Andre  nassi”  (or.  You  must  send  Andrew  also)— 
“  Pray,  who  is  this  Andre?”  "  I  did  not  mention  any  Andre,”  replied 
the  Consul;  “I  said  Andreossi.  Surely  yon  know  Andreossi,  the 
general  of  artillerv.”  “  Ah  !  true,”  rejoined  Talleyrand,  “Andreossi : 
I  did  not  think  of  him;  I  was  thinking  only  of  our  diplonnUic  men, 
and  could  not  recollect  one  of  that  name.  Yes,  yes  1  Andreossi  is  in 
the  artillery.”  The  general  was,  of  course,  appointed  ambassador 
forthwith,  and  went  to  London  after  the  peace  of  Amiens  was  con- 
cludeil.  Rourrienne,  who  tolls  this  amusing  story,  ailds  that  Audre- 
ossi  did  not  remain  long  in  England,  ami  had  nothing  of  consequence 
to  do  diplomatically  w  hile  he  stayed,  which  was  very  lucky  for  him, 
as  he.  knew  nothing  of  diplomacy.  But  it  was  not  to  diplomatize 
that  Andreossi  was  sent  to  England,  or  that  other  men  of  the  same 
class  were  sent  to  other  countries.  In  his  own  particular  line  An¬ 
dreossi  mav  have  done  a  good  deal  during  his  short  stay.  Such  an 
olliccr  couUi  not  travel  Ijetwecn  the  coast  and  London,  or  ascend  and 
descend  the  Thames,  without  making  important  military  observations. 
During  his  short  stay  he  made  several  journeys,  and  some  engineer 
ofticers  attached  to  his  suite,  or  figuring  as  private  gentlemen  travel¬ 
ling  for  their  amusement,  ran  over  a  good  part  of  Englaml. 

t  Talleyraud's  letter  as  cited  by  Capellguc,  ‘  Le  Cousulat  et  I'Era- 
pire.’ 
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recent  French  writer  that  engineers  took  soundings 
in  all  our  roadsteads,  and  got  access  to  all  our 
dockyards  and  arsenals.  In  addition  to  such  du¬ 
ties  these  commercial  agents  in  Ireland  were 
charged  with  keeping  up  a  good  intelligence  with 
the  chiefs  of  the  malcontents.  Some  of  these  agents 
were  also  members  of  Bonaparte’s  secret  police  ; 
and  it  has  been  confidently  asserted  as  a  fact  of 
which  proofs  exist,  that  by  means  of  these  men 
money  was  brought  over  and  distributed,  especially 
in  Ireland,  for  the  purpose  of  influencing  votes  at 
the  general  election  which  took  place  in  the  autumn 
of  1802.*  The  hope,  however,  of  creating  in 
this  way  any  considerable  French  interest  in  the 
British  parliament  could  scarcely  have  been  enter¬ 
tained.  Some  of  these  agents  (probably  such 
of  them  as  had  been  trained  in  the  police)  were 
wary  and  silent,  as  became  the  business  they  had 
on  hand  ;  but  others  of  them  were  blatant  and 
boastful,  and  spoke  openly  of  the  ease  with  which 
Bonaparte  and  his  “  Invincibles  ”  might  conquer 
the  United  Kingdom.  At  last,  the  English  go¬ 
vernment  did,  what  it  ought  to  have  done  at  first 
— it  sent  all  these  Messieurs  out  of  the  country. 

If  there  be  one  historical  fact  clearer  than  an¬ 
other,  it  is  that  Bonaparte  was  resolved  on  renew¬ 
ing  the  war  with  Great  Britain.  His  one  predo¬ 
minant  idea  was,  that  his  existence  depended  on 
an  extension  of  his  conquests.  “  My  power,”  he 
would  say,  “  depends  on  my  glory,  and  my  glory 
on  my  victories.  My  power  would  fall  if  I  did  not 
support  it  by  fresh  glory  and  new  victories.  Con¬ 
quest  has  made  me  what  I  am,  and  conquest  alone 
can  maintain  me.  A  newly-born  government  like 
mine  must  dazzle  and  astonish.  When  it  ceases 
to  do  that,  it  falls  !”  It  was  vain  indeed  to  look 
for  peace  with  one  who  had  these  convictions,  and 
such  immense  means  for  warfare  at  his  disposal — ■ 
to  look  for  rest  from  a  man  who  was  restlessness 
itself.  Even  apart  from  calculation,  war  was  his 
idol,  and  his  greatest  source  of  enjoyment.  Not¬ 
withstanding  his  activity  of  mind,  and  his  almost 
incessant  employment  (for  he  insisted  upon  direct¬ 
ing  everything  himself,  whether  it  were  the  making 
of  a  road  or  a  bridge,  or  the  making  of  a  code  of 
laws  or  a  system  of  education),  he  was  always  ob¬ 
served  to  become  moody  and  sad  in  a  time  of  peace, 
and  to  utter  hypochondriacal  complaints  about  his 
health  and  his  tendency  to  corpulency  ;  t  whereas 
in  camp  or  in  the  field  he  was  always  gay  and 
buoyant.  If  he  had  wished  to  prolong  the  truce  of 
Amiens  for  a  season,  it  was  only  because  he  wished 
to  be  the  more  fully  prepared  for  war,  and  to  be 
enabled  to  work  out  some  of  his  great  projects  in 
the  interval.  As  it  was,  he  had  derived  vast  bene¬ 
fits  from  that  truce ;  and  in  the  end  it  was  broken 
as  much  by  his  own  vehement  passion,  which  so 
frequently  outran  his  discretion  and  his  policy,  as 
by  any  demonstration  made  by  England,  or  any 
other  single  cause  whatsoever.  Bonaparte  was  at 

*  Capefiguo.  -1  t  1 1  4 

t  Bouapavte’s  complaints,  however,  were  not  all  altiibutable  to 
liypocUondriasis*  Before  he  was  named  I’irst  Consul  for  life,  he  had 
symptoms  of  that  hereditary  complaint  of  which  he  died  at  tit.  Helena, 
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once  the  most  crafty  and  the  most  passionate  of 
men  ;  this  mixture  of  qualities  must  be  constantly 
borne  in  mind,  in  order  to  account  for  many  of  his 
actions.  “  The  First  Consul  never  anticipated  a 
long  peace  with  England.  He  had  wished  for  a 
peace  merely  because,  knowing  it  to  be  desired  by 
the  people  after  ten  years  of  war,  he  calculated  it 
would  increase  his  popularity,  and  atford  him  the 
opportunity  of  laying  the  foundation  of  his  govern¬ 
ment.  Peace  was  as  necessary  to  enable  him  to 
conquer  the  throne  of  France  as  war  was  essential 
to  secure  that  throne,  and  to  enlarge  its  base  at  the 
expense  of  the  other  thrones  of  Europe.  This  was 
the  secret  of  the  peace  of  Amiens,  and  of  the  rup¬ 
ture  which  so  suddenly  followed  it,  ihoiigk  that 
rupture  certainly  took  place  rather  sooner  than 
the  First  Consul  wished.  On  the  great  questions 
of  peace  and  war,  Bonaparte  entertained  exalted 
ideas  yet,  in  discussions  on  those  subjects,  he 
always  declared  himself  in  favour  of  war.  When 
told  of  the  poverty  of  the  French  people,  of  the 
advantages  of  peace,  of  its  happy  influence  on  trade, 
the  arts,  national  industry,  and  every  branch  of 
public  prosperity,  he  did  not  attempt  to  refute  the 
argument — indeed,  he  concurred  in  it ;  but  then 
he  remarked  that  all  these  advantages  were  only 
conditional,  so  long  as  England  was  able  to  throw 
the  weight  of  her  navy  into  the  scale  of  the  world, 
and  to  exert  the  influence  of  her  gold  in  all  the 
cabinets  of  Europe.  Peace  must  therefore  be  bro¬ 
ken,  since  to  him  it  was  evident  that  England  was 
determined  to  break  it.  Why,  then,  not  anticipate 
her?  Why  allow  her  to  have  all  the  advantages 
of  the  first  step?  He  must  astonish  Europe — 
thwart  the  policy  of  the  Continent — strike  a  great 
and  unexpected  blow !  Thus  reasoned  the  First 
Consul,  and  every  one  may  judge  whether  his 
actions  agreed  with  his  reasoning.”* 

On  receipt  of  the  speech  with  which  King  George 
had  opened  the  session  of  parliament,  the  First 
Consul  gave  way  to  a  paroxysm  of  rage ;  and  his 
passion  was  not  moderated  by  the  reception  of  the 
debates  in  both  Houses  which  followed  the  opening 
speech.  At  first  Talleyrand,  who  never  was  in  a 
passion  in  his  life,  conferred  with  our  ambassador. 
Me  declared  the  astonishment  of  his  master  at  the 
king’s  message,  and  at  the  very  unfriendly  debates, 
and  asked  what  was  the  meaning  of  those  violent 
attacks  of  the  English  press  against  the  government 
and  person  of  the  First  Consul?  Lord  "Whitworth 
went  over  the  old  ground,  saying  that  whatever  was 
])ublished  in  the  English  papers  might  be  consi- 
<lercd  as  a  national  retaliation  for  what  was  pub¬ 
lished  in  the  French  papers ;  that  in  France  these 
attacks  were  juiblished  officially.^  which  was  by  no 
means  the  case  in  England  •  and  that,  although  the 
Frencli  government  possessed  a  control  over  the 
press  in  France,  the  English  government  neither 
had  nor  could  have  such  a  control  in  their  country. 

Rut  at  least,”  rejoined  Talleyrand,"  “  your  go¬ 
vernment  can  execute  the  treaty  of  Amiens,  and 
evacuate  Malta !  ’  Lord  Whitworth  replied  that 
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that  evacuation  was  now  connected  with  other  cir¬ 
cumstances,  and  with  other  clauses  of  the  treaty 
which  had  been  infringed  by  France.*  A  few 
days  after  this  the  two  diplomatists  had  another 
conference.  Lord  Whitworth  recapitulated  all  the 
principles  on  which  the  treaty  of  Amiens  was 
founded,  and  the  right  w'hich  arose  from  those 


Lord  Whitworth. 


principles  of  interference  on  the  part  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  satisfaction  or 
compensation  for  any  essential  differences  w’hich 
might  have  arisen  in  the  relative  situation  of  the 
two  countries.  He  instanced  the  cases,  beginning 
w'ith  Italy  and  concluding  with  Switzerland,  in 
which  the  territory  or  influence  of  France  had  been 
greatly  extended  subsequent  to  the  treaty  of  Amiens. 
He  then  told  Talleyrand  that,  notwithstanding  the 
indisputable  right  of  the  king  his  master  to  claim 
some  counterpoise  for  such  vast  acquisitions,  the 
tenth  article  of  the  treaty,  by  which  England  had 
agreed  to  give  up  Malta,  might  have  been  carred 
into  effect  before  now,  if  the  attention  of  his  ma¬ 
jesty’s  government  had  not  been  roused  by  the  offi¬ 
cial  publication  of  Colonel  Sebastiani’s  report — a 
report  of  a  nature,  exclusive  of  the  personal  allu¬ 
sions  it  contained,  to  excite  the  utmosi  jealousy  in 
the  minds  of  his  majesty’s  ministers,  and  to  de¬ 
mand  on  their  part  every  measure  of  precaution. 
His  lordship  concluded  with  the  distinct  declara¬ 
tion,  that  it  w'as  impossible  for  bis  majesty  to  enter 
into  any  further  discussion  relative  to  Malta,  unless 
he  received  satisfactory  explanations  as  to  the  F’irst 
Consul’s  view’s  in  Egypt,  &c.  With  that  immova¬ 
bility  of  countenance  which  has  become  like  a  pro¬ 
verb,  and  without  any  regard  to  the  big  reproach¬ 
ful  type  of  the  ‘  Moniteur,’  which,  so  lately  as  the 
30th  of  January  bad  embodied  the  report,  Talley¬ 
rand  declared  that  Colonel  Sebastiani’s  mission  to 
the  East  was  “  strictly  commercial.'''  With  the 
same  placid  face — which  will  never  be  forgotten  by 
those  who  have  once  seen  it — he  expatiated  on  the 
First  Consul’s  love  of  peace,  on  the  low  state  of  the 
French  finances,  and  the  other  facts  and  circum¬ 
stances  which  rendered  peace  so  desirable  to 
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France,  concluding  with  a  desire  to  know  the 
precise  amount  of  the  satisfaction  or  compensation 
which  the  British  government  would  require. 
Lord  Whitworth  replied  to  this  last  query,  that 
he  could  not  at  the  moment  say  by  what  means 
the  apprehensions  of  England  were  to  be  allayed; 
but  that  he  could  assure  him  that,  in  the  discussion 
of  those  means,  we  should  be  animated  solely  by  a 
sincere  desire  to  be  convinced  of  the  truth  of  his 
assertions,  since  on  that  depended  the  peace  and 
happiness  of  Europe.* 

In  spite  of  the  advice  of  his  most  able  minister 
for  foreign  affairs,  who  thought  little  of  his  diplo¬ 
macy  except  when  expressed  by  a  hundred  thou¬ 
sand  bayonets,  and  who  feared  that  the  passionate 
part  of  his  temperament  would  carry  him  into 
some  indiscretions,  Bonaparte  determined  to  confer 
personally  with  the  English  ambassador;  and 
Talleyrand  had  scarcely  left  him  ere  his  lordship 
was  informed  that  the  First  Consul  wished  to  con¬ 
verse  with  him  at  the  Tuileries  at  nine  o’clock 
that  night.  It  has  been  conjectured,  and  it  may 
indeed  be  assumed  as  a  certain  fact,  that  this  irre¬ 
gular  and  unseemly  obtrusion  into  the  department 
of  Talleyrand  proceeded  from  a  design  to  shake  the 
resolution  of  the  British  ambassador,  and  to 
astound  or  terrify  him  by  a  display  of  rude  vio¬ 
lence,  which  had  succeeded  with  the  Austrian 
diplomatist  at  Campo  Formio.  But  England  had 
not  been  humbled  and  crushed  like  Austria,  and 
Lord  Whitworth  was  not  Count  Cobentzel.  Bona¬ 
parte  received  our  ambassador  in  his  cabinet  with 
a  show  of  “  tolerable  cordiality and,  after  talking 
on  different  subjects  for  a  few  minutes,  desired 
him  to  sit  down,  seating  himself  at  the  opposite 
side  of  a  table.  But  then  he  began  a  rapid,  un¬ 
interrupted  harangue,  which  lasted  two  hours, 
during  which  the  ambassador  was  scarcely  allowed 
to  say  one  word.  It  was  matter  of  infinite  disap¬ 
pointment  to  him  that  the  treaty  of  Amiens,  in¬ 
stead  of  being  followed  by  conciliation  and  friend¬ 
ship,  had  been  productive  only  of  continual  and 
increasing  jealousy  and  mistrust.  He  enumerated 
the  several  provocations  which  he  pretended  to 
have  received  from  England,  placing  in  the  first 
line  our  not  evacuating  Malta:  no  consideration 
on  earth  should  make  him  acquiesce  in  our  retain¬ 
ing  possession  of  that  island — of  the  two  he  would 
rather  see  us  in  possession  of  the  faubourg  St. 
Antoine  than  of  Malta !  {Before  the  roar  ended, 
British  troops  had  possession  of  that  faubourg  of 
Paris.)  He  complained  of  the  abuse  of  him  in 
the  English  public  prints,  but,  most,  of  the  French 
papers  published  in  London.  He  complained  of 
the  protection  which  he  said  was  given  to  Georges- 
Cadoudal  and  others  of  his  description,  who, 
uistead  of  being  transported  to  Canada,  were 
permitted  to  remain  in  England,  handsomely  pen¬ 
sioned,  and  constantly  causing  commotions  and 
crimes  to  be  committed  in  the  interior  as  well  as 
on  the  coast  of  France.  “  Every  wind  which  blew 
from  England  brought  nothing  but  enmity  and 
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hatred  against  him.”  Why  did  England  pretend 
to  be  alarmed  about  Egypt  ?  He  could  conquer 
that  country  when  he  chose,  but  “  this  he  should 
not  do,  whatever  might  be  his  desire  to  have 
it  as  a  colony,  because  he  did  not  think  it  worth 
the  risk  of  a  war,  in  which  he  might,  perhaps, 
be  considered  as  the  aggressor,  and  by  which 
he  should  lose  more  than  he  could  gain,  since, 
sooner  or  later,  Egypt  icould  belong  to  France, 
either  by  the  falling  to  pieces  of  the  Turkish  em¬ 
pire,  or  by  some  arrangement  with  the  Porte.” 
As  a  proof  of  his  desire  to  remain  at  peace,  he 
asked  what  he  had  to  gain  by  going  to  war  with 
England  ?  An  invasion  w'as  the  only  means  of 
offence  he  had,  and  that  he  was  determined  to 
attempt,  if  forced  into  a  war,  by  putting  himself 
at  the  head  of  the  expedition ;  but  was  it  to  be 
supposed  that,  after  having  gained  the  height  on 
which  he  stood,  he  would  risk  his  life  and  repu¬ 
tation  in  such  a  hazardous  attempt,  unless  he  were 
forced  to  it  by  necessity,  when  the  chances  were 
that  he  and  the  greatest  part  of  the  expedition 
might  go  to  the  bottom  of  the  sea?  He  would. not 
pretend  to  diminish  the  danger  of  invading  Eng¬ 
land — there  were  a  hundred  chances  to  one  against 
him ;  but  still  he  was  determined  to  attempt  it,  if 
war  should  be  the  consequence  of  the  present  dis¬ 
cussion  ;  and  such  was  the  disposition  of  his 
troops,  that  army  after  army  would  be  found  for 
the  enterprise. — Perceiving  that  these  menaces  did 
not  disturb  the  equanimity  of  Lord  Whitworth, 
the  First  Consul  altered  his  tone.  If  the  British 
government  and  he  could  only  agree  and  act  toge¬ 
ther,  what  might  they  not  do  ?  Look  at  the  natural 
force  of  the  two  countries — France  with  an  army  of 
480,000  men  (for  to  this  amount  it  would  be  im¬ 
mediately  completed),  and  England  with  a  fleet 
which  made  her  the  mistress  of  the  seas,  and 
which  he  thought  he  should  not  be  able  to  equal 
in  less  than  ten  years.  Two  such  countries,  by  a 
proper  understanding,  might  govern  the  world,  as 
their  strifes  might  overturn  it.  If  England  could 
only  come  to  this  understanding,  there  was  nothing 
that  he  w-ould  not  do  to  gratify  her.  Participation 
in  indemnities,  as  w’ell  as  in  influence  on  the  Con¬ 
tinent,  treaties  of  commerce,  in  short  everything 
that  could  testify  friendship  he  would  do  for  her. 
As  little  moved  by  his  cajolery  as  by  his  threats, 
Whitworth,  when  allowed  to  speak,  calmly  said 
that  the  king,  his  master,  had  no  wish  to  partici¬ 
pate  in  the  conquest  and  spoils  of  the  Continent,  had 
no  ambition  to  acquire  more  territory,  but  only  to 
preserve  what  he  had.  His  Lordship  went  over  the 
same  ground  as  with  Talleyrand,  touching  the  at¬ 
tacks  of  the  English  newspapers,  the  report  of  Se- 
bastiani,  &c. ;  remarking  that  in  England  the  paper- 
war  “  was  independent  of  government,  and  in 
France  its  very  act  and  deed.”  His  lordship  was 
going  to  speak  of  the  encroachments  and  acces¬ 
sions  of  territory,  but  Bonaparte  interrupted  him 
by  saying,  “  I  suppose  you  mean  Piedmont  and 
Switzerland;  ce  sont  des  bagatelles,  these  are 
trifles,  which  must  have  been  foreseen  by  you  while 


CIVIL  AND  MILITARY  TRANSACTIONS 1803. 


HISTORY  OF  THE  REIGN  OF  GEORGE  III.  [Book  III. 


the  negotiations  at  Amiens  were  pending;  voiis 
n'avez  pas  le  droit  d’en  parler  d  cctte  heure — ^3'ou 
have  no  right  to  speak  of  them  now !  ”  After  this 
rude  interruption,  the  ambassador  dwelt  upon  the 
many  unfriendly  indications  on  the  part  of  France 
which  had  excited  the  distrust  of  Great  Britain. 
Since  the  signing  of  the  treaty  of  Amiens  not  one 
of  his  majesty’s  subjects  had  been  able  to  obtain 
justice  or  any  kind  of  redress  in  France — not  one 
British  claimant  had  been  satisfied,  although  every 
French  claimant  had  received  satisfaction  in  Eng¬ 
land  within  a  month  after  the  treaty :  his  lordship 
Iiimself  had  pressed  these  claims  ineffectually. 
Bonaparte  had  said  in  public  as  well  as  in  private, 
and  to  the  ambassadors  of  foreign  powers  as  well 
as  to  his  own  subjects,  that  England  was  unequal 
to  a  single-handed  contest  with  France;  and  he 
gave  Lord  Whitworth  to  understand  that,  without 
allies,  we  could  never  touch  him.  To  this  his 
lordship  replied,  that  if  his  Britannic  majesty  was 
so  desirous  of  peace,  it  must  not  be  imputed  to  the 
difficulty  of  obtaining  allies ;  and  the  less  so,  as 
those  means  which  it  might  be  necessary  to  afford 
such  allies,  for  perhaps  inadequate  services,  would 
all  be  concentrated  in  England  and  give  a  propor¬ 
tionate  increase  of  energy  to  our  own  exertions. 
Here  the  First  Consul  rose  and  put  an  end  to  the 
conference,  saying  that  he  should  give  orders  to 
General  Andreossi  to  enter  on  the  discussion  of 
this  business.  In  his  haste,  he  had  given  the  lie 
to  his  minister  of  foreign  affairs.  “  It  must  be 
observed,”  says  Lord  Whitworth,  “  that  he  did 
not,  as  M.  Talleyrand  had  done,  affect  to  attribute 
Colonel  Sebastiani’s  mission  to  commercial  motives 
only,  but  as  one  rendered  necessary,  in  a  military 
point  of  view,  by  the  infraction  by  us  of  the  treaty 
of  Amiens.”* 

The  orders  to  Andreossi  were  explained  in  an 
official  note  which  that  officer  delivered  to  Lord 
Hawkesbury  on  the  10th  of  March.  In  this  note 
no  reparations  or  securities  were  offered ;  not  so 
much  as  an  explanation  was  given  ;  but  astonish¬ 
ment  was  expressed  at  the  protracted  occupation 
of  the  island  of  Malta  by  British  troops,  and  ex- 
])lanations  were  demanded  and  categorical  replies 
to  queries  put  by  the  First  Consul.  The  day 
after  this  note  was  delivered  in  London,  the  king’s 
message  to  parliament  stating  that  military  prepa¬ 
rations  were  carrying  on  in  the  ports  of  Franeeand 
Holland,  and  reeommending  the  adoption  of  addi¬ 
tional  measures  of  preeaution  for  the  security  of 
his  own  dominions,  was  received  at  Paris.  Talley¬ 
rand,  who  in  two  or  three  previous  interviews  had 
endeavoured  to  soften  or  to  explain  away  sundry 
]iarts  of  the  private  conversation  which  the  First 
Consul  had  held  with  our  ambassador,  now  had 
another  conference  with  Lord  Whitworth,  who 
assured  him  that  the  king’s  message  was  merely 
precautionary,  and  not,  in  the  least  degree,  intended 
as  a  menace.  His  lordship  further  said  that  it  was 
merely  a  measure  of  self-defence  founded  on  the 
armaments  which  were  carrying  on  in  the  ports 
•  Dispiikh,  dated  February  21st,  Isoa. 


nearest  to  England ;  and  that,  had  not  these  arma¬ 
ments  been  as  notorious  as  they  were,  the  very  cir¬ 
cumstance  of  the  First  Consul’s  known  determina¬ 
tion  to  augment  his  army,  in  time  of  peace,  would 
have  been  a  full  and  sufficient  motive  for  our 
adopting  precautionary  measures.  He  could  draw 
from  Talleyrand  no  reply  whatever  to  these  obser¬ 
vations  ;  that  diplomatist  merely  repeated  that  the 
armaments  fitting  out  in  the  French  and  Dutch 
ports  were  intended  for  the  colonies  ;  that  there 
was  no  foundation  whatever  for  the  alarm  felt  in 
England ;  that  the  First  Consul  was  pacific,  hav¬ 
ing  no  thoughts  whatever  of  attacking  his  majesty’s 
dominions,  unless  forced  to  do  so  by  a  commence¬ 
ment  of  hostilities  on  our  prart ;  that  he  should 
always  consider  the  refusal  to  evacuate  Malta  as 
such  a  commencement  of  hostilities ;  and  that,  as 
we  had  hitherto  hesitated  to  evacuate  that  island, 
he  was  justified  in  adopting  the  measures  which 
might  eventually  be  necessary.  Talleyrand  then 
desired  leave  to  go  and  consult  the  First  Consul. 
In  the  evening  the  two  diplomatists  met  again. 
The  Frenchman  informed  Lord  Whitworth  that 
the  Consul  had  been  highly  irritated  at  the  unjust 
suspicions  which  his  majesty’s  government  enter¬ 
tained,  but  nevertheless  would  not  allow  himself  to 
be  so  far  mastered  by  his  feelings  as  to  lose  sight 
of  the  calamities  which  the  present  dispute  might 
entail  upon  humanity ;  that  if  England  would  dis¬ 
cuss  the  matter  fairly  the  First  Consul  would  do 
the  same,  but  that  if  England  prepared  for  war  he 
would  prepare  for  war,  trusting  to  the  support  of 
the  French  people  in  the  cause  of  honour  and  of 
justice.  His  lordship  repeated  that  England  did 
not  wish  for  war  ;  that  peace  was  as  necessary  to 
her  as  it  could  be  to  France  ;  that  all  we  desired 
was  security ;  that  everything  j)roved  to  us  that 
that  security  (as  far  as  I  ndia  was  concerned),  was 
threatened  by  the  First  Consul’s  views  on  Egypt; 
and  that,  consequently,  our  refusal  to  evacuate 
hlalta  w'as  as  much  a  measure  of  precaution  as  the 
defence  of  any  part  of  his  Majesty’s  dominions. 
At  parting,  Talleyrand  put  into  his  lordship’s 
hands  a  “  Note  verhale,”  telling  him  that  it  was 
not  to  be  considered  as  anything  absolutely  offi¬ 
cial,  that  it  was  simply  a  memorandum  to  assist  his 
lordship,  but  such,  nevertheless,  as  he  might  trans¬ 
mit  to  his  government  if  he  chose.  This  said  note 
verhale  was  a  masterpiece  of  cold,  sneering,  impu¬ 
dent  threatening — the  style  of  it  is  rather  that  of 
Bonaparte  than  of  Talleyrand.  Its  averments  were 
—  1.  If  his  Britannic  majesty,  in  his  message  to 
parliament,  Avished  to  speak  of  the  expedition  pre¬ 
paring  at  Helvoet-Sluys,  all  the  Avorld  knows  that 
it  was  destined  for  America;  2.  If  France  docs 
not  receive  satisfactory  explanations  respecting 
armaments  in  England,  it  is  natural  that  the  First 
Consul  should  march  20,000  more  men  into  Hol¬ 
land,  as  Holland  is  mentioned  in  the  king’s  mes¬ 
sage  ;  3.  These  troops  being  once  in  Holland,  it 
is  natural  that  an  encampment  should  be  formed 
on  the  frontiers  of  Hanover ;  and,  moreover,  that 
additional  bodies  should  join  those  troops  to  main- 
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tain  an  offensive  and  defensive  position,  &c. ;  4. 
It  is  natural  that  the  First  Consul  should  order 
several  camps  to  he  formed  at  Calais,  and  on  dif¬ 
ferent  points  of  the  coasts ;  5.  It  is  likewise  in  the 
nature  of  things  that  the  First  Consul,  who  was  on 
the  point  of  evacuating  Switzerland,  should  be 
under  the  necessity  of  continuing  a  French  army 
in  that  country ;  6.  It  is  also  the  natural  conse¬ 
quence  of  all  this  that  the  First  Consul  should 
send  a  fresh  force  into  Italy,  in  order  to  occupy,  in 
case  of  necessity,  the  position  of  Taranto  ;  7.  Eng¬ 
land  arming,  and  arming  with  so  much  pugnacity, 
will  compel  France  to  put  her  armies  on  the  war 
establishment.  These  numbered  clauses  w'ere  fol¬ 
lowed  by  three  paragraphs,  asserting  that,  though 
England  was  the  aggressor,  every  means  would  be 
taken  by  its  government  to  excite  the  people  by 
declaring  that  France  meditated  an  invasion  ;  that 
the  whole  British  population  would  be  obliged  to 
put  themselves  under  arms  for  their  defence,  and 
their  export  trade  would,  even  before  the  war 
began,  be  in  a  slate  of  stagnation  throughout  the 
whole  extent  of  the  countries  occupied  by  French 
arms ;  that  his  majesty’s  message  was  inexplica¬ 
ble,  unless  he  seriously  contemplated  evading  the 
execution  of  the  treaty  of  Amiens ;  and  finally, 
that  Europe  well  knew  that  it  was  possible  to 
attempt  the  dismemberment  of  France,  but  not  to 
intimidate  her.* 

A  day  or  two  after  this  Lord  Whitworth,  who 
had  not  been  there  since  the  private  conference 
with  the  Consul,  went  to  the  Tuileries.  It  was 
Sunday  the  13th  of  March,  a  day  of  levee,  or  grande 
reception  (one  Sunday  in  each  month  being  de¬ 
voted  to  this  purpose),  and  Madame  Bonaparte 
and  the  ladies  of  her  court  were  assembled  in  the 
great  state-room  to  dispense  their  smiles  to  the 
brilliant  staff  of  the  Consul,  the  foreign  ambassa¬ 
dors,  the  whole  corps  diplomatique,  and  such  fo¬ 
reigners  of  distinction  as  might  be  presented.  It 
was  against  all  rule,  even  in  that  innovating,  irre¬ 
gular  court,  to  discuss  state  matters  on  such  a  day, 
and  in  such  a  company  ;  Lord  Whitworth  had  not 
the  remotest  notion  ot  entering  upon  any  business ; 
but  he  had  some  English  travellers  to  present,  and 
he  was  anxious  to  see  the  effect  which  the  king’s 
message  to  j^arliament  had  produced  on  Bonaparte. 
Ilis  lordship  had  scarcely  taken  his  place  in  the 
circle,  where  all  the  foreign  ambassadors  were  as¬ 
sembled,  ere  Bonaparte  went  straight  up  to  him, 
and  addressed  him,  “  evidently  under  very  consi¬ 
derable  agitation.”  He  began  by  asking  him  if  he 
had  any  news  from  England  ?  Whitworth  replied 
that  he  had  received  letters  from  his  government 
two  days  ago.  Bonaparte  instantly  rejoined,  with 
increased  agitation,  “  And  so  you  are  determined 
to  go  to  war  ?”  “  No,”  his  lordship  replied ; 

“  we  are  too  sensible  of  the  advantages  of  peace.” 
“  Nous  avons,'’  said  he,  “  dejd  fait  la  guerre  pen¬ 
dant  qumze  ans  ”  (We  have  already  made  war  for 
fifteen  years).  Lord  Whitworth  answered,  “  C’en 
est  dejd  trap  ”  (That  is  already  too  long).  “  Mais,” 

*  Dispatch  (with  note  verbals  enclosed),  dated  March  the  12th. 
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rejoined  the  First  Consul,  “  vous  voidez  la  faire 
encore  quinze  annees,  et  vous  m'y  forcez  ”  (But 
you  wish  to  make  war  for  fifteen  years  longer,  and 
you  force  me  to  it).  His  lordship  said  that  w'as 
very  far  from  his  majesty’s  intentions.  The  First 
Consul  then  proceeded  to  Count  Markoff  and  the 
Chevalier  Azara,  the  Russian  and  Spanish  ambas¬ 
sadors,  who  were  standing  together  at  a  little  dis¬ 
tance,  and  said  to  them,  “  Les  Anglais  veulent  la 
guerre,  mais  s'ils  sont  les  premiers  d  tirer  I’epee, 
je  serai  le  dernier  d  la  remetlre.  Ils  ne  respectent 
pas  les  trades.  II  faut  dorlinavant  les  couvrir  de 
crepe  noir"  (The  English  want  war;  but  if  they 
are  the  first  to  draw  the  sword,  I  shall  be  the  last 
to  sheathe  it.  They  do  not  respect  treaties  :  they 
must  henceforward  be  covered  with  black  crape). 
In  a  few  minutes  he  resumed  the  conversation  with 
Lord  Whitworth.  He  began  :  “  Pourquoi  des 
armemens  I  Centre  qui  des  mesures  de  precau¬ 
tion  ?  Je  n’ai  pas  'an  seal  vaisseau  de  ligne  dans 
les  ports  de  France  I  Mais  si  vous  voulez  armer, 
farmerai  aussi ;  si  vous  voulez  vous  battre,  je  me 
battrai  aussi.  Vous  pourrez  peut-etre  tuer  la 
France,  mais  jamais  Pintimider”  (Why  these  ar¬ 
maments  ?  Against  whom  these  precautionary 
measures?  I  have  not  a  single  vessel  of  the  line 
in  the  ports  of  France.  But  if  you  will  arm,  I  will 
arm  also ;  if  you  will  fight,  I  will  fight  also.  You 
may  possibly  be  able  to  kill  France,  but  never  to 
intimidate  her).  “  On  ne.  voudroit,”  said  Lord 
Whitworth,  “  ni  Pun  ni  P autre  (We  wish  nei¬ 
ther  the  one  nor  the  other).  On  voudroit  vivre 
en  bonne  intelligence  avec  elle  ”  (We  wish  to  live 
on  good  terms  with  her).  “  II  faut  done  respecter 
les  traites,”  replied  he ;  “  malheur  d  ceux  qui 
ne  respectent  pas  les  trades.  Ils  en  seront  re- 
sponsable  d  ioute  P Europe  ”  (Then  treaties  must 
be  respected.  Woe  to  those  who  do  not  respect 
treaties  !  They  will  be  responsible  to  all  Europe). 
Lord  Whitworth,  calm  and  collected,  replied  nut 
a  word ;  and  the  First  Consul  rushed  out  of  the 
apartment,  repeating  his  last  phrase,  “  Woe  to 
those  who  do  not  respect  treaties!  They  will  be 
answerable  for  it  to  all  Europe!”  So  Jiipiter- 
Scapin  had  Napoleon  Bonaparte  already  become.* 
“  It  is  to  be  remarked,”  adds  Lord  Whitworth, 
“  that  all  this  passed  loud  enough  to  be  overheard 
by  tw'o  hundred  people  who  were  present ;  and  I 
am  persuaded  that  there  was  not  a  single  person 
who  did  not  feel  the  extreme  impropriety  of  his 
conduct,  and  the  total  want  of  dignity,  as  well  as  of 
decency,  on  the  occasion. ”t  The  alarmed  Jose¬ 
phine  follow'ed  her  husband,  and  in  an  instant  the 
hall  was  cleared  of  its  brilliant  company.  Savary, 
who  says  he  was  present  and  standing  at  only  a  few 
paces  from  the  Consul  when  he  stopped  short  be¬ 
fore  the  English  ambassador,  allows  that  his  master 
was  in  a  furious  passion;  and  he  adds  that,  aftir 
his  hasty  retiring,  the  ambassador  of  Russia  and 
Lord  Whitworth  withdrew  to  the  deep  embrasure 

*  The  original  invention  of  this  admirable  compound  nickname 
lias  been  attributed  to  the  Abbe  de  Pradt,  but  it  savours  rallicr  of 
Talleyrand. 

■j*  Dispatch,  dated  Mart-h  the  14th. 
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of  a' window,  and  were  still  conversing  together 
when  the  salon  was  cleared  of  companj',  Count 
hlarkoff saying  to  his  lordship,  “You  could  hardly 
have  expected  such  an  attack  ;  how,  then,  could 
you  he  prepared  to  reply  to  it  ?  All  you  have  to 
do  is  to  give  an  account  of  it  to  your  government. 
In  the  meantime,  let  what  has  taken  place  suggest 
the  line  of  conduct  you  ought  to  pursue.”*  As 
the  British  government  before  this  had  entered  into 
very  friendly  relations  with  the  young  Emperor  of 
Russia,  it  is  possible  that  something  to  this  efl'ect 
may  have  passed  in  the  embrasure  of  the  Tuileries 
window;  but  how  Savary  could  have  heard  the 
words,  unless  he  had  been  eaves-dropping  (a  prac¬ 
tice  to  which  he  was  much  addicted),  it  is  not  easy 
to  guess. 

For  some  days  Talleyrand  carefully  avoided 
meeting  the  English  ambassador;  hut  they  met  at 
last,  and  then  Lord  Whitworth  told  him  that  he 
had  been  placed  by  the  First  Consul  in  a  situation 
which  suited  neither  his  public  nor  his  private 
feelings  ;  that  he  went  to  the  Tuileries  to  pay  his 
respects  and  to  present  his  countrymen,  and  not 
to  treat  of  political  subjects;  and  that,  unless  he 
received  some  assurance  of  not  being  exposed  to  a 
repetition  of  such  insults,  he  would  never  go  there 
again.  Talleyrand  pleaded  that  it  was  far  from 
the  Consul’s  intention  to  distress  his  lordship ; 
that  he  had  felt  himself  personally  insulted  by  the 
English  government,  and  that  he  had  thought  it  was 
incumbent  upon  him  to  take  the  first  opportunity  of 
exculpating  himself  in  the  presence  of  the  ministers 
of  the  different  powers  of  Europe. t  Even  when  in¬ 
formed  of  the  flagrant  insult  which  its  ambassador 
had  received,  the  English  government  neither 
recalled  Lord  Whitworth  nor  broke  up  the  nego¬ 
tiation.  In  reply  to  the  note  verhale  Lord  Hawkes- 
bury  complained  that  the  French  government 
demanded  explanations,  and  would  give  none  itself. 
He  stated  that  the  tenth  article,  which  related  to 
hlalta,  was  but  a  part,  and  a  dependent  part,  of 
the  treaty  of  Amiens;  that  it  was  a  principle  inva¬ 
riably  applied  to  all  other  antecedent  treaties  or 
conventions,  that  they  were  negotiated  with  refer¬ 
ence  to  the  actual  .ffafe  o/po.v.seMion  of  the  diffe¬ 
rent  contracting  parties,  and  to  the  treaties  or 
public  engagements  by  which  they  were  severally 
bound  at  the  time  of  their  conclusion ;  that  if 
cither  of  the  parties,  subsequent  to  the  treaty,  so 
aggrandized  itself,  as  to  affect  the  nature  of  the 
compact,  the  other  party  had  the  right,  according 
to  the  law  of  nations,  to  demand  satisfaction  or 
compensation,  &c.  Our  foreign  minister  further 
complained  of  the  object  of  Sebastiani’s  mission, 
of  the  very  extraordinary  publication  of  that  officer’s 
report,  and  of  the  First  Consul’s  intimation  of  his 
designs  with  respect  to  the  Turkish  empire.  With 
respect  to  the  giving  up  of  Malta,  and  the  recon¬ 
structing  the  scattered  and  beggared  Order  of  the 
Knights  of  St.  John,  he  now  told  the  French 
government  that  the  Emperor  of  Russia,  one  of 

•  Savary,  Duo  de  Rovipo,  Miimoircs* 

.  *t  Uisimtch  dated  March  the  17ih. 


the  guarantees  of  the  independence  of  Malta,  had 
refused  to  accede  to  the  arrangements  except  on 
condition  that  the  new  or  Maltese  Langue  should 
be  abolished ;  that  the  court  of  Berlin  was  silent 
on  the  invitation  which  had  been  made  to  it  to  be¬ 
come  one  of  the  guaranteeing  powers;  that  the 
abolition  of  the  Spanish  priories,  the  seizure  of 
the  property  of  the  knights  in  Spain,  in  defiance 
of  the  treaty  of  Amiens,  to  which  the  King  of  Spain 
was  a  party,  and  the  declaration  of  the  Portuguese 
government  of  their  intention  to  sequestrate  the 
property  of  the  Portuguese  priory,  as  forming  a 
part  of  the  Spanish  Langue,  unless  the  court  of 
Madrid  restored  the  Spanish  priories,*  were  cir¬ 
cumstances  which,  Avithout  any  other  special 
grounds,  would  warrant  his  majesty  in  suspending 
the  evacuation  of  Malta. 

When  Lord  Hawkesbury’s  answer  was  received, 
Talleyrand  persuaded  Lord  AVhitworth  that  the 
First  Consul  was  still  very  averse  to  proceeding  to 
extremities.  A  long  exchange  of  letters  and  notes 
ensued,  and  Bonaparte  gained — Avhat  he  much 
wanted — time.  His  fleets  were  still  at  St.  Domin¬ 
go,  Guadaloupe,  and  other  parts  of  the  West 
Indies;  the  trading  vessels  of  France  were  scat¬ 
tered  over  the  globe,  and  he  dreaded  that  if  war 
broke  out  few  of  either  class  of  this  shipping 
would  ever  return  to  France.  The  numerous 
grants  of  leave  of  absence,  the  deplorable  condition 
of  his  cavalry,  which  required  re-mounting  and 
better  horses  than  could  be  found  in  France,  and 
the  temporary  nullity  of  his  artillery  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  a  project  for  re-casting  all  the  field - 
pieces,  made  him  most  anxious  to  gain  a  few 
months  more,  before  throwing  down  or  taking  up 
the  gauntlet.  If  the  British  government  had 
declared  war  on  the  11th  of  March,  or  the  day 
after  the  king’s  precautionary  message,  its  advan¬ 
tages  and  the  Consvd’s  embarrassments  would  have 
been  infinitely  greater  than  they  proved  to  be ; 
and  the  effect  on  the  public  opinion  of  Europe 
would  have  been  much  the  same.  Wliile  we  w'cnt 
on  diplomatising,  sw'arms  of  French  ships  returned 
to  port,  the  leaves  of  absence  were  annulled,  the 
cavalry  was  re-mounted,  a  new  conscription  was 
put  in  force,  and,  the  re-casting  plan  being  in  part 
or  wholly  abandoned,  those  prodigious  trains  of 
artillery  which  the  French  now  introduced  in 
every  campaign  w'ere  got  into  a  state  of  readiness. 
There  were  other  obvious  advantages  to  Bonaparte 
in  this  procrastination,  and  there  was  one  especial 
benefit  which  has  generally  escaped  notice  : — if 
Avar  broke  out  noAv,  he  kncAv  it  would  be  impossible 
to  garrison  and  keep  Louisiana  (where  the  entire 
population  were  inimical  to  the  French,  and  furious 

*  lu  the  month  of  October,  1802,  or  about  seven  months  after  the 
signing  of  the  treaty  of  Amiens,  the  Kin>xof  Spain  had  annexed  to  the 
royal  domains  all  the  property  of  the  Knif,dits  of  Idalta  in  his  domi¬ 
nions,  and.  after  this  sf>oliation,  had  declared  liimself  to  be  Grand 
Master  of  the  Order  in  Spain.  There  appears  to  be  no  doubt  that 
these  steps  were  taken  at  the  suggestion  or  dictation  of  llonaparie  ; 
but,  as  ftr  as  concerned  the  knights  and  their  means  of  re-e.stal)Usi»ing 
tliemselves  and  of  keening  possession  of  Malta,  it  siguiiied  little  wlie- 
ther  they  were  dictated  by  the  First  Con.'iul,  or  whether  they  pro¬ 
ceeded  from  the  desperate  poverty  to  which  his  alliance  liad  reduced 
the  Spanish  monarch. 
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at  the  Spanish  court  for  ceding  their  territory), 
and  that  any  force  sent  thither  must  be  intercepted 
by  the  power  that  was  mistress  of  the  seas  ;  the 
Anglo-Americans  of  the  United  States  were  not  de¬ 
sirous  of  having  so  turbulent  a  neighbour  as  the 
First  Consul  of  France,  and  were  very  desirous  of 
having  and  holding  Louisiana  themselves  ;  and, 
accord inglv,  a  bargain  of  sale  and  transfer  was  set 
on  foot  between  the  two  governments,  Bonaparte 
oS'ering  to  sell  what  he  knew  he  could  not  keep, 
and  what  he  dreaded  might  be  seized  by  the  English 
before  he  could  get  the  money  or  close  the  bargain  : 
nor  was  it  until  the  30th  of  April  (just  twelve  days 
before  the  British  ambassador  quitted  Paris)  that 
the  bargain  was  closed  by  the  United  States  govern¬ 
ment  giving  him  15,000,000  dollars  for  Louisiana  ! 
On  the  29th  of  March  Andreossi  presented  an 
official  note  to  Lord  Flawkesbury,  stating  that,  as 
his  Britannic  majesty  had  engaged  to  restore  Malta 
to  the  Order,  and  to  entrust  it  pro  tempore  to  a 
Neapolitan  garrison,  it  was  expected  that  his  ma¬ 
jesty  “  would  reject  all  sophistry,  every  distinction, 
every  mental  reservation  which  might  be  offered 
to  him,”  and  keep  his  engagement.  Lord  Hawkes- 
bury  replied  that  the  Order  could  scarcely  be  said 
to  exist ;  that  the  Neapolitan  garrison  depended 
on  the  Order  being  in  a  condition  to  take  posses¬ 
sion,  and  after  a  short  time  to  defend  the  island, 
lie,  however,  remitted  to  Lord  Whitworth  the 
heads  of  an  arrangement  to  be  concluded  by  treaty 
or  convention ;  the  substance  was — 1.  That  Malta 
should  remain  in  perpetuity  to  his  majesty ;  and 
that  the  Knights  of  St.  John  should  be  indemnified 
by  England  for  any  losses  of  property  they  might 
sustain  by  this  arrangement ;  2.  That  Holland  and 
Switzerland  should  be  evacuated  by  the  French 
troops  •,  3.  That  the  island  of  Elba  should  be  con¬ 
firmed  to  France,  and  the  King  of  Etruria  (a  Spa¬ 
nish  prince  and  a  puppet  Bonaparte  had  set  up  in 
Tuscany)  should  be  acknowledged;  4.  That  the 
Italian  and  Ligurian  republics  should  also  be 
acknowledged,  provided  a  satisfactory  arrangement 
w'ere  made  in  Italy  for  the  expelled  King  of  Sar¬ 
dinia.  Bonaparte  rejected  these  terms  as  alto¬ 
gether  inadmissible.  At  this  stage  of  the  negotia¬ 
tions  a  little  circumstance  occurred  which  is  perhaps 
chiefly  interesting  as  giving  evidence  of  the  way  m 
which  the  French  treated  weak  independent  states. 

Rheinhardt,  a  Wiirtemberg  schoolmaster,  who 
had  transferred  himself  to  Paris,  where  he  had 
risen  to  diplomatic  eminence  in  the  course  of  the 
revolution  (he  had  even  been  minister  for  foreign 
affairs  under  the  Directory),  was  now  residing  at 
Hamburg  as  Bonaparte’s  charge  d’affaires.  As¬ 
suredly  not  without  orders  from  Paris,  he  drew  up 
a  most  abusive  article,  accusing  England  ot  breach 
of  faith,  of  an  avidity  for  conquest,  of  a  sworn  en¬ 
mity  to  France,  which  made  her  the  aggressor  in 
every  war  or  quarrel,  speaking  of  the  king’s  mes¬ 
sage  to  parliament  as  “  the  effect  of  treachery, 
lunacy,  or  imbecility giving  a  new  and  much 
moderated  version  of  the  Consul’s  outbreak  to 
Lord  AVhitworth ;  and  calling  upon  Europe  to 


compare  the  dignity,  simpheity,  and  straightfor¬ 
wardness  of  the  head  ot  the  French  government 
with  “  the  tergiversations,  the  duplicity,  the  evasion, 
and  the  parliamentary  messages  of  the  English 
government.”*  Not  satisfied  with  an  ordinary 
medium  of  publication,  Rheinhardt  demanded  the 
insertion  of  his  libel  in  the  official  Gazette  ot 
Hamburg ;  and  this  having,  in  the  first  instance, 
been  refused,  he  went  so  far  as  to  demand,  in  his 
official  capacity,  the  insertion  of  his  article  by 
express  order  of  the  government  or  senate  of  that 
independent  little  republic.  The  senate,  after 
some  hesitation,  were  forced  by  their  fears  to  sub¬ 
mit  and  grant  the  order,  and  the  article  appeared 
in  their  official  gazette,  headed,  “  Inserted  by 
desire,”  and  dated  Paris,  March  Ifith.-]-  Lord 
Hawkesbury,  in  communicating  these  facts,  said 
his  majesty  was  unwilling  to  believe  that  the  First 
Consul  could  have  authorised  so  outrageous  an  at¬ 
tack  upon  his  majesty  personally,  and  upon  his 
government,  and  so  daring  a  violation  of  the  inde¬ 
pendence  of  a  neutral  state  ;  but  that,  unless  some 
satisfaction  should  be  given  to  his  majesty  for  the 
indignity  which  had  been  offered  to  him  in  the 
face  of  all  Europe  by  the  French  minister  at  Ham¬ 
burg,  it  was  impossible  to  continue  the  negoti¬ 
ations.  It  never  cost  Bonaparte  a  scruple  to  deny 
his  own  acts  and  repudiate  his  own  agents,  even 
though  those  agents  were  his  own  brothers ;  and 
Talleyrand  could  always  repeat  a  lie  with  all  the 
solemnity  of  a  truth.  Accordingly  this  minister 
assured  Lord  Whitworth  that  the  English  govern¬ 
ment  could  not  be  more  surprised  than  the  h  irst 
Consul  had  been  at  seeing  such  an  article  inserted 
in  the  Flamburg  Gazette  by  authority ;  that  an 
immediate  explanation  had  heen  demanded  trom 
M.  Rheinhardt,  who,  if  his  conduct  had  really 
been  such  as  was  represented,  would  doubtless 
feel  the  effects  of  the  First  Consul’s  displeasure; 
and  he  begged  his  lordship,  in  the  mean  time,  to 
inform  Lord  Hawkesbury  that  Rheinhardt  s  pro¬ 
ceeding  was  completely  disavowed.  Lord  Whit¬ 
worth  replied  that,  as  the  insult  had  been  public, 
it  was  necessary  that  the  reparation  should  also  be 
public.  Talleyrand  rejoined,  that  the  First  Consul 
considered  M.  Rheinhardt’s  conduct  as  so  repre¬ 
hensible,  that  every;satisfactiou  might  be  expected. 
But,  before  any  further  satisfaction  was  given,  the 
British  government  was  informed  by  Mr.  Flill,  our 
minister  at  Copenhagen,  that  the  hrench  minister 
there  had  demanded  the  insertion  of  Rheinhardt’s 


•  He  called  upon  Europe  to  -witness  other  things  which  it  w.is 
never  her  fate  to  se< — as  that  France  -would  combat  for  the  liberty 
and  independence  of  the  different  states  of  the  Continent,  and  lor  the 

sacredness  of  their  treaties.  .  ,  „  c-  r. 

■  f  The  facts  were  coramnuicated  in  a  dispatch  from  Sir  Oeorge 
Rnmbold.  our  resident  at  Hamburg. 

Late  last  night,’*  wrote  Sir  George,  *  it  -was  determined  that  tiie 
senate  should  be  convened  extraordinarily  on  this  day,  in  order  to 
consider  of  a  requisition  from  the  French  minister,  to  insert  in  Uie 
Hambui-'^  paper  a  most  offensive  article,  intended  as  ajushhcation 
of  the  First  Consul,  and  an  attack  on  the  measures  of  the  Biitish  go- 
vernmetit.  It  is  with  great  regret  that  I  inform  your  Lordship  that 
the  senate  have  judged  it  prudent  to  comply  with  this  demand  ;  and 
that  the  article  w  ill  tie  inserted  in  the  iiaper  of  to-morrow.  It  is  nmv 
iii  tliB  hands  of  the  publisher  for  tliat  purpose.  It  was  »'«  "  ‘s'l  t'"; 
senate  that  ihev  might  at  least  be  allowed  to  omit  or  quality  the  most 
offensive  passages,  but  M.  Rheinhardt  said  his  orders  were  positive, 
for  the/ck  and  exact  insertion  of  the  whole.” 
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offensive  article  in  the  papers  of  Altona ;  that  the 
Danish  magistrates  of  Altona  had  answered  that 
they  could  not  possibly  admit  it  without  an  express 
order  from  their  own  court ;  that  the  French  mi¬ 
nister  at  Copenhagen  had  requested  orders  to  that 
effect,  but  that  as  yet  he  had  received  no  answer. 
In  the  mean  while,  however,  it  had  been  intimated  by 
Lord  Whitworth,  that  England  might  be  disposed 
to  consent  to  an  arrangement,  by  which  Malta  would 
remain  in  our  possession  for  a  limited  number  of 
years,  provided  that  the  number  of  years  was  not 
less  than  ten,  and  that  his  Sicilian  majesty  could 
be  induced  to  give  us  the  island  of  Lampedusa  for 
a  valuable  consideration.  Joseph  Bonaparte,  who 
had  now  been  thrust  by  his  brother  into  the  nego¬ 
tiation,  said  that,  by  this  modification,  the  diffi¬ 
culty  respecting  Malta,  which  he  considered  as 
insurmountable,  was  not  removed.  Yet,  on  the 
very  same  day,  Talleyrand  himself  had  suggested 
the  possibility  of  coming  to  an  arrangement  on  this 
ground  of  a  temporary  occupation  of  Malta.  Jo¬ 
seph  demanded  time  to  consult  with  his  brother 
the  Consul,  and  thus  some  more  days  were  gained, 
during  which  nothing  was  heard  of  him  or  the 
compromising  proposition.  When  Talleyrand  re¬ 
newed  the  discussions,  on  the  21st  of  April,  he 
spoke  as  if  the  Consul  might  be  induced  to  consent 
to  the  ])roposition ;  but  on  the  next  day  his  tone 
was  altogether  changed,  and  he  dwelt  upon  the 
dignity  and  honour  of  Bonaparte,  which  could  not 
admit  of  his  consenting  to  anything  which  might 
carry  with  it  the  appearance  of  yielding  to  a  threat. 
At  the  next  conference  he  said  still  more  decidedly 
that  the  First  Consul  neither  could  nor  would  re¬ 
linquish  his  claim  to  the  full  execution  of  the 
treaty  of  Amiens;  spoke  of  the  calamities  which 
must  follow  the  failure  of  these  endeavours  to 
avoid  a  rupture,  and  insinuated  that  Naples  and 
other  countries  friendly  to  and  connected  with 
Great  Britain  would  be  the  first  victims  of  the  war. 
Lord  Whitworth  asked  him  whether  such  conduct 
would  add  to  the  glory  of  the  First  Consul;  or 
whether  his  falling  upon  those  inoffensive,  weak, 
and  defenceless  states  would  not  rather  tarnish  that 
glory,  and  ultimately  unite  against  him  not  only 
all  the  nations  of  Europe  but  also  every  honest 
man  in  France.  “  Certain  I  am,”  said  his  lord- 
ship,  “  that  it  would  excite  far  more  detestation 
than  terror  in  England  ;  at  the  same  time  it  would 
serve  to  impress  upon  us  still  more  strongly  the 
neeessity  of  omitting  no  means  of  circumscribing 
a  power  so  perniciously  exerted !  ”  And  he  could 
not  help  adding,  that,  allhough  no  act  of  hostility 
had  taken  place,  yet  the  inveteracy  with  which  our 
commerce,  our  industry,  and  our  credit  had  been 
attacked  in  every  place  to  which  French  influence 
extended,  did,  in  fact,  almost  amount  to  the  same 
thing ;  since  it  w'ent  to  prove,  in  addition  to  the 
gameral  system  of  the  French  Consul,  that  his  ob¬ 
ject  was  to  pursue,  under  the  mask  of  i)eace,  the 
same  line  of  conduct  as  the  j)recedii)g  revolutionary 
governments.*  On  the  renewal  of  the  attempt  to 

•  Disiwtdi,  da'c'd  April  the 


procrastinate,  his  lordship  declared  that  his  go¬ 
vernment  could  be  trifled  with  no  longer,  and  that 
he  must  demand  his  passports  in  a  very  few  days. 
As  Bonaparte  was  not  yet  ready,  as  many  of  the 
French  ships  were  still  at  sea,  “  a  person,”  a  pri¬ 
vate  individual,  whom  he  suspected  of  being  em¬ 
ployed  by  the  First  Consul,  dropped*  in,  as  if 
casually,  upon  our  ambassador,  and  endeavoured 
to  ascertain  whether  he  were  in  earnest  about  the 
passports,  and  whether  some  more  profitable  delay 
might  not  be  obtained  from  him ;  and  when,  after 
this  visit,  his  lordship  waited  upon  Talleyrand, 
and  assured  him  that,  unless  he  had  something 
favourable  to  tell  him,  he  must  quit  Paris  on 
Tuesday  next  (this  being  Friday),  that  perfect 
actor  played  the  cheerful  part,  led  his  lordship  to 
think  that  he  did  not  consider  the  case  as  despe¬ 
rate,  and  closed  the  conference  by  saying  repeat¬ 
edly,  J’ai  encore  de  I’es'poir  (I  have  still  some 
hope).  After  two  more  days  had  passed.  Lord 
Whitworth  again  w'aited  upon  the  minister  for 
foreign  affairs,  and  demanded  the  necessary  pass¬ 
ports.  Talleyrand  hoped  that  his  lordship’s  de¬ 
parture  was  not  so  near — hoped  that  they  might 
yet  come  to  an  understanding  on  the  ultimatum 
which  his  lordship  had  verbally  proposed  to  him, 
and  promised  to  go  immediately  and  confer  with 
the  First  Consul.  Lord  Whitworth  rejoined  that 
he  could  no  longer  protract  a  negotiation  on  terms 
so  disadvantageous  to  his  country,  unless  he  w'ere 
furnished  with  some  positive  assurance  that  the 
Consul  would  accede  to  the  terms  of  the  ultima¬ 
tum.  Talleyrand  said  he  should  shortly  hear  from 
him.  But  two  more  days  passed,  during  which 
Lord  Whitworth  packed  up,  and  expected  every 
hour  to  receive  either  a  favourable  answer  or  his 
passports,  without  anything  being  heard  from  Tal¬ 
leyrand  or  Joseph  Bonaparte,  or  any  one  else. 
On  the  2nd  of  May,  however,  late  at  night,  he 
received  a  note  from  Talleyrand,  whose  faculties 
were  always  the  brightest  after  midnight.  In  this 
note  he  stated  categorically,  that,  as  the  island  of 
Lampedusa  did  not  belong  to  France  (had  France 
claimed  possession  of,  or  domination  over,  only 
those  places  which  rightfully  belonged  to  her, 
there  would  have  been  no  need  of  this  ultimatum), 
it  was  not  for  the  First  Consul  either  to  accede  to 
or  to  refuse  the  desire  testified  by  his  Britannic 
majesty  of  having  that  island.  That  with  regard 
to  Malta,  and  its  proposed  temporary  jiosses- 
sion,  the  First  Consul  could  not  but  previously 
communicate  with  the  King  of  Spain  and  the 
Batavian  republic,  contracting  parties  to  the 
treaty  of  Amiens,  in  order  to  know  their  opinion  ; 
and  that,  besides,  as  the  stipulations  relative  to 
Malta  had  been  guaranteed  by  the  Emperor 
of  Germany,  the  Emperor  of  Russia,  and  the 
King  of  Prussia,  the  First  Consul  and  the  other 
contracting  parties  to  the  treaty,  before  they 
could  agree  to  any  change  in  the  article  about 
Malta,  were  bound  to  concert  with  those  gua¬ 
ranteeing  powers ;  that  the  First  Consul  would 
not  refuse  this  concert,  but  it  belonged  not  to 
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him  to  propose  it,  since  it  was  not  he  that 
urged  any  change  in  the  guaranteeing  stipula¬ 
tions.  That,  with  regard  to  the  evacuation  of 
Holland  by  the  French  troops,  the  First  Consul 
would  have  no  difficulty  in  repeating  that  that 
evacuation  should  take  place  at  the  instant  that  all 
the  stipulations  of  the  treaty  of  Amiens  should  he 
executed  by  England  in  every  ciuarter  of  the  globe. 
Not  a  word  was  said  on  reparation  or  compensa¬ 
tion  to  the  King  of  Sardinia,  or  on  the  subject  of 
the  evacuation  of  Switzerland.  Lord  Whitworth 
replied  that  this  state  of  suspense  could  no  longer 
be  borne,  that  he  could  see  no  intention  to  expe¬ 
dite  the  negotiation,  and  that  therefore  he  must 
repeat  liis  demand  for  the  passports.  On  the  3rd 
of  May,  by  four  o’clock  in  the  morning,  his  lord- 
ship  had  everything  ready  for  his  departure,  ex¬ 
cepting  only  the  passports,  without  which  neither 
he  nor  any  other  man,  public  or  private,  could 
procure  post-horses  either  in  Paris  or  in  any  other 
part  of  France.  The  day  passed  in  a  most  dis¬ 
agreeable  uncertainty,  but  at  twelve  o’clock  at 
night,  another  un-official  individual  hinted  that  it 
was  not  meant  to  give  the  passports  without  mak¬ 
ing  another'  attempt.  And  accordingly,  at  one 
o’clock  in  the  morning,  his  lordship  received  a 
note  from  that  night-bird,  Talleyrand,  stating  that, 
as  he  had  to  make  him  on  the  morrow  morning  a 
communication  of  the  greatest  importance,  he  need 
not  expect  the  passports  to-night,  and  proposing 
that  Lord  Whitworth  should  call  upon  him  at  the 
foreign  office  at  half-past  four  to-morrow  after¬ 
noon.  At  the  appointed  hour  the  English  am¬ 
bassador  was  at  the  office,  where  he  received  from 
the  hand  of  Talleyand  a  proposition  in  writing, 
that  the  island  of  Malta  should  be  placed  in  the 
hands  of  Austria,  Russia,  or  Prussia.  To  avoid 
the  reproach  of  precipitation,  his  lordship  agreed 
to  transmit  this  proposition  to  London,  and  to 
wait  the  answer  of  his  court,  declaring,  however, 
that  he  saw  so  many  objections  to  the  plan,  that  he 
could  give  no  hope  whatever  of  its  being  accepted. 
Lord  Hawkesbury  replied  to  the  proposition  in  a 
letter  of  instruction  to  Whitworth,  which  reached 
Paris  on  the  9th  of  May.  It  stated  that  the  pro¬ 
position  was  in  every  way  loose,  indefinite,  and  un¬ 
satisfactory  ;  that  until  tJie  very  moment  when 
Whitworth  was  about  to  leave  Paris  the  French 
government  had  avoided  making  any  distinct  pro¬ 
position  for  the  settlement  of  the  differences ;  and 
that  even  at  that  last  moment,  when  they  felt  com¬ 
pelled  to  bring  forward  some  proposition,  they 
had  limited  it  to  one  part  only  of  the  subject  in 
discussion  ;  that,  if  his  majesty  could  be  disposed 
to  waive  his  demand  for'  a  temporary  occupation 
of  Malta,  the  Emperor  of  Russia  would  be  the 
only  sovereign  to  whom,  in  the  present  state  of 
Europe,  he  could  consent  that  the  island  should  be 
assigned ;  but  that  his  majesty,  at  the  same  time, 
“  had  certain  and  authentic  information  that  the 
Emperor  of  Russia  would  on  no  account  consent 
to  garrison  Malta.”  The  letter  concluded  with 
saying  that  no  satisfaction  had  been  given  with 
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respect  to  Rheinhardt’s  conduct  at  Flamhurg, 
and  that  without  such  satisfaction — without  a 
public  disavowal  from  Talleyrand — Lord  Whit¬ 
worth  must  abstain  from  concluding  any  arrange¬ 
ment.  His  lordship  instantly  went  in  search  of 
Talleyrand,  who  had  driven  over  to  St.  Cloud,  and 
who  could  not  possibly  be  seen  until  the  morrow. 
But,  as  the  morrow  came  and  brought  no  Talley¬ 
rand,  our  ambassador  wrote  to  him,  desiring  him 
to  name  an  hour  when  he  might  communicate  the 
answer  of  the  British  government  to  his  last  propo¬ 
sition.  When  another  day  had  passed  without  any 
answer  from  the  foreign  minister,  our  ambassador 
enclosed  a  copy  of  the  ultimatum,  accompanied  by 
an  official  note,  in  a  private  letter  to  Talleyrand,  and 
sent  the  packet  to  the  foreign  office  by  Mr.  Man- 
deville,  one  of  his  secretaries,  with  instructions  to 
deliver  it  to  Talleyrand,  or,  in  his  absence,  to  the 
head  clerk  of  his  office,  M.  Durand.  On  receiving 
the  packet  this  M.  Durand  promised  to  give  it  to 
his  chief  as  soon  as  he  came  in,  saying  he  ex¬ 
pected  him  very  shortly.  At  half-past  four  in  the 
afternoon,  having  waited  till  that  time  in  vain  ex¬ 
pectation  of  an  answer,  Lord  Whitworth  went  him¬ 
self  to  seek  the  mvisible  minister.  He  was  told 
that  the  family  were  in  the  country,  and  that  it 
was  not  knowm  when  the  minister  would  be  in 
town.  About  half  an  hour  after  his  lordship  had 
returned  home  from  this  bootless  search,  the  packet 
which  Mr.  Mandeville  had  delivered  to  M.  Du¬ 
rand  was  brought  back  by  a  servant,  with  a  verbal 
message  from  the  foreign  office,  that,  as  the  minister 
was  in  the  country,  it  would  be  necessary  for  his 
lordship  to  send  the  packet  to  him  there  !”  “  In 

order,”  adds  the  ambassador,  “  to  defeat,  as  much 
as  depended  upon  me,  their  intention  of  gaining 
time,  I  wrote  again  to  M.  de  Talleyrand,  re¬ 
capitulating  the  steps  I  had  taken,  and  desired 
Mr.  Talbot,  the  secretary  of  the  embassy,  to  take 
the  packet  himself  at  nine  o’clock  at  night, 
when  I  thought  M.  de  Talleyrand  would  be 
at  home,  to  his  house  at  Meudon.”  The  ex¬ 
bishop  was,  however,  as  invisible  to  Mr.  Talbot 
as  he  had  been  to  Mr.  Mandeville — he  was  not  at 
home— he  was  gone  to  St.  Cloud— it  must  be  very 
late  before  he  would  return  !  The  secretary  of  em¬ 
bassy  therefore  merely  left  a  private  note,  with 
his  name,  and  brought  back  the  packet  containing 
the  written  ultimatum,  which  every  French  func¬ 
tionary  seemed  to  avoid  or  reject.  At  length,  at 
about  one  o’clock  in  the  morning.  Lord  Whitworth 
received  a  note  from  Talleyrand,  appointing  a 
meeting  at  twelve  o’clock  the  next  day  at  the 
foreign  office.  Some  apologies  being  made  when 
they  met,  they  at  once  entered  upon  business. 
After  reading  Lord  Hawkesbury’s  letter,  Talley¬ 
rand  asked  whether  his  lordship  was  authorised  to 
conclude  with  him  a  convention,  framed  on  the 
basis  of  his  own  project,  or,  indeed,  extending 
that  basis,  since  the  first  article  of  it  might  be  the 
perpetual  possession  of  Malta  to  England,  in  re¬ 
turn  for  a  consideration.  Whitworth  told  him 
that  he  most  certainly  was  not  authorised  to  enter 
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into  any  engagement  of  such  a  nature,  -which 
-ft’ould  make  the  negotiation  one  of  exchange  and 
barter,  instead  of  a  demand  of  satisfaction  and 
security.  But,  argued  Talleyrand,  -was  not  Malta 
the  satisfaction  and  security  -which  England  re¬ 
quired  ? — if  it  were  possible  to  make  the  draft  of  a 
convention,  giving  England  that  island  in  perpe¬ 
tuity,  palatable  to  the  First  Consul,  who  never 
must  be  considered  as  yielding  to  coercion,  did  his 
lordship  think  himself  justifiable  in  refusing  to 
enter  into  that  engagement  ? — surely  his  lordship 
-w'ould  not  refuse  a  fair  discussion  to  this  coun¬ 
ter-project?  But  Lord  Whitworth  urged  that  his 
instructions  bade  him  avoid  everything  which 
could  protract  the  negotiation,  and  urged  him 
repeatedly  to  explain  more  clearly  the  nature  of 
the  consideration,  or  equivalent,  which  the  First 
Consul  intended  to  ask  for  Malta.  As  Talleyrand 
could  not  or  would  not  explain  himself,  the  am¬ 
bassador,  on  the  assurance  that  some  proposal 
should  be  given  to  him  in  writing,  agreed  to  wait 
a  few  hours  longer.  These  hours  passed — no  ])ro- 
posal  came — the  next  day,  the  12th  of  May,  his 
lordship,  by  an  official  note  sent  in  the  morning  by 
Mr.  Mandeville,  demanded  his  passports,  in  order 
that  he  might  quit  Paris  that  evening — at  two 
o’clock  in  the  afternoon  the  demand  was  renewed 
— at  five  o’clock  the  passports  were  received,  and 
with  the  first  post-horses  he  had  been  able  to  pro¬ 
cure  our  ambassador  started  for  London.  He  left 
behind  him,  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Talbot,  the  se¬ 
cretary  of  embassy,  who  was  to  remain  at  Paris  a 
few  days  longer,  the  project  of  a  convention  which 
England  would  take  as  the  basis  of  a  definitive  and 
amicable  arrangement.  The  articles  of  this  pro¬ 
ject  (which  had  already  been  show-n  by  Lord 
Whitworth  to  Talleyrand,  and  by  Talleyrand  to 
Bonaparte)  were  simply  these : — “  I.  The  French 
government  shall  engage  to  make  no  opposition  to 
the  cession  of  the  island  of  Lampedusa  to  his  ma¬ 
jesty  by  the  King  of  the  Two  Sicilies.  II.  In  con¬ 
sequence  of  the  present  state  of  the  island  of  Lam¬ 
pedusa,  his  majesty  shall  remain  in  possession  of 
the  island  of  Malta,  until  such  arrangements  shall 
be  made  by  him  as  may  enable  his  majesty  to 
occupy  Lampedusa  as  a  naval  station;  after  which 
period  the  island  of  Malta  shall  be  given  up  to*the 
inhabitants,  and  acknowledged  as  an  independent 
state.  III.  The  territories  of  the  Batavian  re- 
l)ublic  shall  be  evacuated  by  the  French  forces 
within  t-wo  months  after  the  conclusion  of  a  conven¬ 
tion,  founded  on  the  principles  of  this  project, 
ly.  The  King  of  Etruria,  and  the  Italian  and 
Ligurian  republics,  shall  be  acknowledged  by  his 
majesty.  V.  Switzerland  shall  be  evacuated  by 
the  French  forces.  VI.  A  suitable  territorial  pro¬ 
vision  shall  be  assigned  to  the  King  of  Sardinia, 
m  Italy.— Secret  Article.  His  majesty  shall 
not  be  required  by  the  French  government  to 
evacuate  Malta  until  after  the  expiration  of  ten 
years.  Articles  IV.,  V.,  and  VI.  may  be  entirely 
omitted,  or  must  all  be  inserted.”  A  report  was 
spread  by  certain  people  in  England  that  Bona- 
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parte  relented  when  he  found  that  Lord  Whitworth 
was  gone,  and  that  he  sent  his  own  ])rivate  secre¬ 
tary  after  him  as  fiir  as  Breteuil,  with  a  concilia¬ 
tory  letter,  to  which  his  lordship  returned  no 
answer.  There  was  nothing  of  the  kind :  -what 
Bonaparte  did  after  his  lordship’s  departure  was 
to  order  that  Mr.  Talbot  should  be  detained  as  a 
prisoner  of  war.  Such  is  the  history  of  the  long, 
but,  in  itself,  not  altogether  unamusing  farce 
which  preceded  the  tragedy  w'hich  lasted  tw'elve 
years,  and  had  Europe  for  its  stage ;  such  were  the 
negotiations  which  terminated  in  the  rupture  of  an 
unwise,  bad,  and  hollow'  peace ;  and  we  have  given 
them  with  the  more  detail,  because  they  are  more 
dramatic  and  exciting  than  many  campaigns,  and, 
still  more,  because,  in  common  with  the  diplomacy 
which  went  before  the  first  breaking  out  of  the 
revolutionary  war,  they  have  been  grossly  misre¬ 
presented,  and  indolently  slurred  over,  so  as  to 
convey,  in  most  instances,  a  very  inadequate  notion 
of  the  causes  and  circumstances  wdiich  rendered 
the  renewal  of  the  war  an  inevitable  necessity  on 
the  part  of  England. 

Notwithstanding  the  time  which  had  been  gained 
by  Bonaparte,  the  order  of  council  for  granting 
reprisals  and  letters  of  marque  and  the  proclama¬ 
tion  for  an  embargo,  which  w-ere  issued  two  days 
after  Lord  Whitworth’s  return,  led  to  the  imme¬ 
diate  detention  or  capture  of  about  200  French 
and  Dutch  vessels,  containing  property  broadly 
and  perhaps  incorrectly  estimated  at  three  mil¬ 
lions  sterling.  To  retaliate  for  this  customary  pro¬ 
cedure,  the  First  Consul  had  recourse  to  a  most 
novel  and  unprecedented  outrage  :  by  a  decree 
dated  the  22nd  of  May  he  ordered  that  all  the 
English,  of  whatsoever  condition,  found  on  the 
territory  of  France,  should  be  detained  prisoners  of 
war,  on  the  pretence  that  many  of  them  belonged 
to  the  militia.  Nothing  could  exceed  the  harshness 
or  the  brutality  with  which  this  order  was  executed 
in  Paris,  w’here  there  was  still  a  vast  number  of 
travellers,  many  of  whom  were  merely  passing 
through  that  capital  on  their  way  homeward  from 
Italy,  Sw'itzerland,  and  other  countries; — whole 
families  were  seized  together,  as  if  the  wives  and 
daughters  of  the  English  aristocracy  and  gentry  were 
militia  officers;  in  the  first  instance  the  men  were 
sent  to  the  Temple  or  the  Conciergerie,  and  the 
women,  exposed  to  every  insult,  to  Fontainebleau  : 
even  children  and  infirm  old  men  were  condemned 
to  captivity,  although  according  to  the  letter  of  tlie 
decree  only  such  as  were  between  the  ages  of 
eighteen  and  sixty  were  to  be  detained.  Even  the 
character  and  ancient  acknowdedged  rights  of  am¬ 
bassadors  were  set  at  nought :  Mr.  Liston,  our 
ambassador  at  the  Hague  ;  Lord  Elgin,  who  was 
at  Paris  on  his  way  to  Loudon  ;  and  other  diplo¬ 
matic  persons,  were  made  prisoners,  and  in  most 
cases  their  letters  and  papers  were  seized.  These 
sweeping  arrests  were  not  confined  to  the  English 
that  were  actually  on  the  territory  of  France; 
they  were  e.xtended  to  Italy  and  every  neighbouring 
country  where  the  French  had  an  armed  force,  or 
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where  they  could  domineer  and  give  the  law.  As 
no  distinction  had  been  made  as  to  sex,  so  none 
was  made  as  to  condition,  profession,  or  pursuits. 
Clergymen,  men  of  letters  or  science,  artists,  all 
were  captured.  Joseph  Forsyth,  the  learned, 
acute,  and  ingenious  author  of  the  ‘  Remarks  on 
Antiquities,  Arts,  and  Letters,  during  an  excursion 
in  Italy,’  who  had  been  collecting  the  materials 
of  his  admirable  little  book,  w'as  seized  by  the 
police  at  Turin  on  the  25th  of  May,  while  on  his 
return  home  through  Switzerland,  and  with  no 
intention  whatever  of  entering  France;  was  car¬ 
ried  across  the  Alps ;  was  soon  afterwards,  for 
having  attempted  to  escape  from  a  most  irregular 
and  unjust  imprisonment,  in  the  depth  of  a  severe 
winter,  marched  six  hundred  miles  from  one  ex¬ 
tremity  of  France  to  the  other,  to  the  execrable 
dungeon,  Fort  de  Bitche,  where  he  was  confined 
for  two  years,  and  where  his  weakly  constitution 
contracted  or  received  aggravations  of  that  disorder 
which  carried  him  to  a  premature  grave,  almost 
immediately  after  the  entrance  of  the  allies  into 
Paris  in  1814  had  allowed  him  to  return  to  his 
native  country.  We  mention  this  particular  case 
because  Forsyth  was  nothing  but  a  quiet,  humble, 
retiring  man  of  letters — the  sort  of  character  which 
ought  to  have  been  sacred  in  the  eyes  of  a  civilised 
nation, — and  because  his  character  and  his  ac¬ 
quirements  were  made  known  to  Bonaparte’s 
government  and  to  the  leading  members  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Institute,  to  whom  some  of  the  most  eminent 
literary  men  of  England  wrote  in  his  favour ;  and  all 
in  vain  ;  but  there  were  innumerable  other  cases 
of  equal  hardship  and  cruelty.  What  made  this 
odious  seizure  still  more  odious,  was  the  fact  that 
on  the  eve  of  its  taking  place  Bonaparte  made  a 
renegade  Englishman,  whom  he  retained  in  his 
service  to  write  a  newspaper  in  the  English 
language,  insert  in  the  columns  of  his  journal  that 
the  English  travellers  on  the  Continent,  in  France, 
Belgium,  Holland,  or  Italy,  had  nothing  to  fear  ; 
that  their  persons  would  be  guaranteed  under  the 
protection  of  a  government  which  protected  the 
law  of  nations  even  while  England  was  violating 
it.*  About  10,000  British  subjects,  of  nearly 


every  class  and  condition,  remained  in  Bonaparte’s 
clutches.  The  whole  measure  excited  a  simul¬ 
taneous  and  universal  burst  of  indignation  and 
disgust  throughout  the  United  Kingdom.  “If,” 
says  Romilly,  “  it  had  been  Bonaparte’s  object  to 
give  strength  to  the  British  ministry,  and  to  make 
the  war  universally  popular  in  England,  he  could 
not  have  devised  a  better  expedient.”*  Several 
even  of  the  First  Consul’s  best  friends  silently 
grieved  over  the  capricious  violence  of  the  measure. 
In  common  with  many  other  things  inseparably 
connected  with  a  state  of  hostility,  the  seizure  of 
ships,  property,  and  persons  antecedently  to  any 
formal  declaration  of  war,  scarcely  admits  of  an 
easy  explanation  upon  any  abstract  principle  of 
right  and  wrong.  But  the  practice  had  long  been 
established  and  acted  upon  by  England,  who,  as 
tire  great  maritime  power,  found  such  obvious  ad¬ 
vantages  in  it ;  and  after  the  lapse  of  ages  and  the 
acquiescence  of  innumerable  treaties  the  practice 
had  come  to  be  considered  as  part  and  parcel  of 
the  European  system  of  w’arfare.  This  Bonaparte 
himself  acknowledged,  and  therefore  it  w’as  that  he 
took  a  stand  upon  the  idle  and  ridiculous  principle 
about  the  militia. 

Before  the  English  government  began  to  seize 
the  French  and  Dutch  ships,  a  French  army  was 
collected  on  the  frontiers  of  Holland  to  pounce 
upon  the  comparatively  defenceless  hereditary  do¬ 
minions  of  the  king  of  England  (and  this  practice, 
also  a  common  and  recognised  one,  of  preparing 
and  maturing  the  means  of  conquest  previously  to 
any  declaration  of  war,  was  abstractedly  neither 
better  nor  worse  than  our  system  of  embargo  re¬ 
prisals  and  seizure — only,  from  her  insular  posi¬ 
tion  it  was  one  which  England  could  not  often  act 
upon)  ;  and,  as  soon  as  the  declaration  of  war  w'as 
issued.  General  Mortier  advanced  into  the  heart  of 
the  Electorate.  The  Duke  of  Cambridge,  who 
was  residing  at  Hanover,  seeing  that  resist¬ 
ance  was  altogether  hopeless,  and  that  most  of  the 
larger  towns  were  determined  to  treat  with  the 
French  general,  entered  into  a  negotiation  at  the 
end  of  May,  and  engaged  to  surrender  the  territory 
upon  condition  that  his  army  should  be  permitted 
to  retire  unbroken  behind  the  Elbe,  with  the  pledge 
on  their  part  that  they  would  not  again  serve  in 
the  field  against  the  French  during  this  war. 
Deputies  from  the  principal  towns  treated  sepa¬ 
rately  with  Mortier  and  agreed  to  conditions  of 
surrender  and  submission  on  the  3rd  of  June. 
The  English  ministers  advised  the  king  not  to 
ratify  the  treaty  which  his  son  had  made.  Upon 
this  Mortier,  who  had  entered  and  taken  possession 
of  the  city  of  Hanover  on  the  5th  of  June,  called 
upon  the  Hanoverian  army  to  surrender,  or  abide 
the  consequences  of  an  attack  by  overwhelming 
forces  behind  the  Elbe.  The  Duke  of  Cambridge 
had  quitted  the  country,  but  Count  Walmoden,  the 

was  a  prisoner  in  the  hands  of  the  English;  it  was,  *  An  Appeal  to 
the  Sovereigns  of  Europe  on  the  Necessity  of  bringing  Naptdeon 
Bonaparte  to  a  Public  Trial.  By  Lewis  Goldsmith.’ 

*  Letter  to  M.  Dumont,  in  Memoirs  of  Sir  Samuel  Romilly,  by  his 
sons. 


*  Capefigue,  Le  Consulat  et  I’Empire. — The  First  Consul’s’English 
journalist  was  the  noted  or  notorious  Lewis  Goldsmith.  This  indivi¬ 
dual  had  once  been  the  tiercest  of  .Tacobin  republicans,  and  the  fastest- 
going  of  all  the  liberty-and-equality  herd  in  England.  He  had  written 
and  published  a  variety  of  things  in  London,  chiefly  translations  or 
imitations  of  the  frowziest  works  of  the  French  revolutionary  school. 
The  performance  of  his  which  had  made  the  mo.'^t  noise  was  the  trans¬ 
lation  of  a  cut-throat  book  entitled  ‘  Crimes  de  tons  les  Cabinets'  But 
this  and  other  doings  brought  him  into  very  bad  odour  and  into  not  a 
little  tvoulile ;  and  so,  cursing  his  country  and  figuratively  shaking 
its  slavish  dust  from  the  soles  of  his  feet,  he  had  transferred  himself 
to  the  more  free  and  gay(*r  soil  of  France,  where,  after  a  while,  and 
according  to  the  example  set  him  by  so  many  natives  of  his  own  kid¬ 
ney,  he  threw  his  Jacobinism  to  the  winds  and  sold  himself  to  tlie 
Liberticide.  The  pii]>er  he  wrote  for  Bonaparte  was  called  the  ‘  Ar¬ 
gus.’  Subsequently,  he  quarrelled  and  broke  with  the  French  govern¬ 
ment,  hurried  back  to  England,  and  made  the  land  ring  with  loiid- 
sounding,  hollow,  and  worthless  recantations,  and  with  still  louder 
abuse  of  the  C’orsican  dynasty  and  all  the  men  and  women  of  name 
connected  with  it.  Of  tlie  most  revolting  tales  and  coarsest  libels 
which  amused  or  astonished  the  lowest  grades  of  English  society  for 
twelve  years  or  more,  this  Lewis  Goldsmith  was  the  author  or  origi¬ 
nator.  He  carried  his  rancour  down  to  the  last  moment,  and  to  that 
point  when  awful  reverses  and  a  climax  of  misfortune  rendered  his 
great  adversary  the  object  of  sympathy  and  respect  to  better  men. 
This  perseverance  in  malice  may  be  sufficiently  explained  by  naming 
the  title  uf  a  pamphlet  which  he  published  when  the  fallen  emperor 
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Electoral  Palace,  II.inoyer.  From  a  Drawing  in  the  Royal  Collection,  dated  1799. 


coinmander-in-chief  of  that  small  but  fine  army, 
was  compelled  to  agree  to  a  convention  on  the  .5th 
of  July,  and  to  dismount  his  cavalry,  surrender 
his  arms,  and  disband  and  dismiss  the  whole  army. 
It  was  their  strong  and  well-trained  horses  that 
the  French  most  particularly  wanted,  and  that  the 
Germans  most  grieved  to  part  with ;  the  old 
troopers  wept  as  they  gave  up  their  steeds  to  the 
enemy.*  More  than  500  pieces  of  artillery,  a  large 
quantity  of  ammunition  and  timber,  and  an  immense 
number  of  horses  fit  to  re-mount  Bonaparte’s  ill- 
conditioned  cavalry,  fell  into  the  hands  of  Mortier, 
who,  besides,  levied  military  contributions  on  the 
country,  beginning  with  a  call  for  great  coats  and 
other  articles  of  dress  for  his  army.  Being  in  the 
immediate  neighbourhood  of  the  rich  commercial 
Ilanse  Towns  of  Hamburg  and  Bremen,  he  levied 
considerable  sums  of  money  upon  them  also,  with¬ 
out  the  least  regard  to  their  independence  and 
neutrality  ;  and  other  sums,  very  important  to  the 
I'  irst  Consul,  whose  finances  were  in  an  embar¬ 
rassed  condition,  w’ere  raised  among  the  Jews  and 
other  capitalists  ot  those  Hanse  Towns  by  way  of 
loan.  What  was  still  worse  as  regarded  England, 
the  trench,  oy  their  occupation  of  Hanover,  were 
enabled  to  close  the  navigation  of  the  rivers  Elbe 

•..Mortier  himself  w.is  alTecteit  hv  this  scene;  nnd  he  mentioned  it 
nith  some  tenderness  in  .a  boiisllnl  letter  to  the  Kirst  Consul.  -It 
was  only  from  generosity  to  nn  enemy  implorine  clemency  that  ho 
Rrunh’d  these  terms;  (ieneral  Wnlmoden  signed  the  ciinitulntion  with 
an  afllieted  heart,  and  it  was  difncult  to  paint  the  bad  situation  of  the 
line  regiment  of  guards  at  dismounting.’’ 


andWeser,  and  to  prevent  British  merchant  ves¬ 
sels  from  going  up  either  to  Hamburg  or  to 
Bremen.  As  the  neighbouring  German  states 
made  no  attempt  to  prevent  the  conquest  or  occu¬ 
pation  of  Flanover,  a  country  which,  though  the 
hereditary  possession  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain, 
was  still  an  integral  part  of  the  German  empire, 
with  indefeasible  claims  to  the  protection  of  the 
whole  Germanic  League,  and  as  the  English  were 
prevented  from  ascending  the  rivers,  it  was  deter¬ 
mined  that  neither  German  nor  any  other  ships 
should  descend  them  or  enter  them ;  and  the 
mouths  of  the  Elbe  and  the  Weser  were  soon 
strictly  blockaded  by  British  squadrons.  With 
their  trade  thus  comidetely  cut  ofI,Avith  the  French 
armies  in  their  close  neighbourhood,  perpetually 
threatening  them  with  military  violence  and  c.\- 
action,  the  two  great  Hanse  Towns  were  reduced 
to  a  deplorable  situation.  In  the  extremity  of  their 
distress  they  called  upon  the  King  of  Prussia  ns 
guarantee  and  protector  of  the  neutrality  of  the. 
North  of  Germany  ;  hut  the  shuffling  and  selfish 
court  of  Berlin,  whose  self-seeking  was  to  end  in 
self-destruction,  had  entered  into  the  views  of 
Bonaparte,  in  the  hope  and  expectation  of  annexing 
Hanover  to  Prussia  ;  and  accordingly  that  cabinet 
refused  to  interfere,  thus  virtually  abandoning  not 
only  Hamburg  and  Bremen,  with  their  indus¬ 
trious  and  lately  thriving  dependencies,  but  all  the 
smaller  states  of  the  North  of  1  Germany  to  the 
rapacity  and  lawlessness  of  the  French  invaders. 
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In  reflecting  on  the  power,  the  decision,  and  the 
undoubted  military  genius  of  Bonaparte,  people 
have  left  too  much  out  of  consideration  the  miser¬ 
able  folly  and  wickedness  of  the  continental  go¬ 
vernments  who  made  up  his  game  for  him  and 
played  into  his  hands — who  put  the  knife  into  his 
grasp,  nor  complained  nor  attempted  to  wrest  it 
from  him  until  they  found  it  at  their  own  throats. 

Nor  was  it  only  in  the  North  of  Europe  that  the 
First  Consul  had  matured  his  means  of  attack  be¬ 
fore  the  declaration  of  war,  and  that  he  now  made 
that  attack  vvith  a  contempt  for  other  treaties  which 
w'ere  affected  by  neither  the  observance  nor  the 
breach  of  the  jieace  of  Amiens,  and  in  spite  of 
guaranteed  neutrality  and  the  fundamental  prin¬ 
ciples  of  the  law  of  nations.  His  Sicilian  majesty 
was  no  party  to  the  treaty  of  Amiens  ;  the  integrity 
of  his  dominions  and  the  withdrawal  from  them  of 
all  French  troops  whatsoever  were  stipulated  for 
in  a  previous  and  separate  treaty  with  the  French 
government,  and  had  been  paid  for,  in  various 
ways,  at  an  enormous  price.  But  the  court  of 
Naples  was  the  old  friend  and  ally  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  ;  the  country,  ravaged  and  despoiled  by  suc¬ 
cessive  revolutions  and  invasions  as  it  had  been, 
was  still  rich  ;  its  ports,  on  the  Mediterranean  and 
on  the  Adriatic,  ofl'ered  admirable  points  of  depar¬ 
ture  for  expeditions  to  various  countries  which 
Bonaparte  coveted:  from  Brindisi,  near  the  mouth 
of  the  Adriatic,  to  Corfu  and  the  other  Ionian 
islands,  of  which  he  had  determined  to  possess 
himself,  was  but  a  few  hours’  sail ;  and  for  these 
and  other  special  and  weighty  reasons,  inclusive  of 
the  plan  of  excluding  British  commerce  from  the 
Continent,  he  poured  his  troops  once  more  into  the 
devoted  kingdom  of  Naples,  occupying  not  only 
Brindisi,  but  also  Tarento  and  other  commanding 
seaports,  quartering  troops  along  the  shores  of 
Apulia  ami  Abruzzi,  and  threatening  every  day  the 
tottering,  staggering  Bourbon  tbrone  in  the  capital. 
The  Emperor  of  Russia,  who  had  mediated  for  this 
Bourbon  court,  and  who  was  bound,  if  not  by  the 
letter  of  it,  at  least  by  its  spirit,  to  guarantee  the 
treaty  which  secured  the  independence  of  that 
country,  was  called  upon  in  vain  for  present 
assistance. 

But  it  was  nearer  at  home  that  the  consequences 
of  Bonaparte’s  manoeuvres  and  preparations  during 
the  peace  were  most  shamefully  exhibited,  or  most 
seriously  felt  by  England.  As  soon  as  the  mask 
began  to  fall  off,  he  called  to  Paris  all  the  fugitive 
or  disaffected  Irish  on  the_ Continent ;  he  re-orga¬ 
nised  the  Irish  brigade,  giving  it  the  name  of  the 
Irish  Legion  ;  and  by  means  of  his  so-called  com¬ 
mercial  agente,  and  of  Irish  clubbists  in  Dublin, 
Cork,  and  other  towns,  he  carried  on  that  active 
correspondence  to  which  we  have  already  and  re¬ 
peatedly  alluded,  and  matured  the  plots  for  an  in¬ 
surrection,  which  at  one  time  he  confidently  hoped 
would  extend  to  a  universal  civil  war.  One  of  his 
most  active  emissaries  was  one  Quigley,  or  O’Quig¬ 
ley,  who  had  been  outlawed  in  1798,  and  who  since 
that  period  had  resided  in  France.  This  man  came 
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over  secretl}^  and  apparently  with  a  well-filled 
purse.  He  perambulated  Kildare,  his  native  county, 
proselytising  and  making  converts  with  cash  and 
whiskey.  But  far  above  Quigley,  and  the  real  head 
of  the  conspiracy,  was  Mr.  Robert  Emmett,  the  son 
of  Dr.  Emni'ett,  the  court  or  castle  physician  of 
Dublin,  whose  recent  death  had  put  him  in  pos¬ 
session  of  2000/.  or  3000/.  (a  sum  he  proposed  to 
employ  in  the  subversion  of  the  British  govern¬ 
ment),  and  brother  to  that  Emmett  who  had  been 
mercifully  let  off  with  banishment  for  the  overt 
acts  of  treason  he  had  committed  in  1798.*  This 
young  man — he  was  only  in  his  22nd  or  23rd  year 
— had  gone  crazy  with  a  revolutionary  and  repub¬ 
lican  enthusiasm,  and  had  neither  been  cured  nor 
made  more  moderate  by  that  wretched  exhibition, 
the  termination  of  republicanism  in  France.  He 
was  the  less  excusable,  or  his  malady  was  the  more 
incurable,  as  he  had  had  a  near  view  of  that  exhi¬ 
bition,  and  of  the  destruction  of  all  liberty  by  the 
sword  of  Bonaparte,  not  only  in  France,  but  also 
in  the  neighbouring  countries.  He  had  been 
himself  so  far  committed  with  his  elder  brother 
Thomas,  and  with  the  plots  of  the  United  Irish¬ 
men,  that  he  had  deemed  it  expedient  to  go  over 
to  France  and  travel  on  the  Continent,  until  the 
expiring  of  the  bill  suspending  the  Habeas  Corpus. 
During  his  stay  in  Paris  he  had  many  conferences 
with  some  of  his  countrymen  who  wore  the  uniform 
and  served  in  the  army  of  the  First  Consul,  and 
particularly  with  MaeShea,  who  had  been  aide-de- 
camp  to  General  Hoche,  the  unlucky  commander 
of  the  Irish  invasion  army  in  1798,  and  who  now 
held  the  command  of  the  Irish  Legion.  It  is  said 
too  that  Robert  Emmett,  who  returned  to  Dublin 
about  Christmas  in  1802,  had  been  admitted  to  the 
])resence  and  to  the  secret  consultations  of  the  great 
Consul  himself.  As  Emmett  spent  his  money  freely, 
he  proselytised  with  some  effect  in  Dublin  ;  but  it 
cannot  be  jsaid  that  his  proselytes  were  of  a  very 
elevated  condition  :  the  chief  and  very  highest  of 
them  were  one  Dowdall,  who,  before  the  Union, 
had  held  some  inferior  office  about  the  Irish  House 
of  Commons ;  one  Redmond,  who  called  himself  a 
merchant,  and  who  appears  to  have  been  little  more 
than  a  huckster;  and  one  Allen,  a  bankrupt  woollen- 
manufacturer.  While  Emmett  worked  in  Dublin 
and  its  neighbourhood,  an  individual  of  more  ma¬ 
ture  age,  and  who  laboured  under  the  influences  of 
a  different  or  a  more  complicated  insanity — reli¬ 
gious  enthusiasm  being,  in  his  case,  mixed  with 
the  political — preached  and  laboured  at  Belfast, 
and  in  other  towns  of  the  north  of  Ireland.  This 
was  Thomas  Russel,  an  old  half-pay  officer  in  the 
king’s  service,  who  had  fought  against  the  Ame¬ 
ricans  at  Bunker’s  Hill,  and  who  since  his  retire¬ 
ment  had  turned  a  weak  brain  by  the  study  of 
polemical  divinity  and  the  attempt  to  understand 
and  apply  the  prophecies  of  the  Old  Testament  and 
the  mysteries  of  the  Apocalypse.  These  few  words 
will  be  sufficient  to  explain  that  Russel  was  a  self- 
deluded,  honest  enthusiast ;  but  it  remains  to  be 
•  Vol.  iii.  x>p.  032,  533. 

I* 


HISTORY  OF  THE  REIGN  OF  GEORGE  III.  [Book  HI. 


added  that  he  was  an  affectionate  and  tender¬ 
hearted  man,  who  slirunk  from  acts  ot  vengeance, 
retaliation,  and  massacre,  which  sundry  of  the 
conspirators  contemplated  with  rapture.  Other 
chiefs  of  less  name  or  note  were  scattered  over 
Ireland ;  and  material  assistance  ''i'as  expected 
from  one  Dwver — a  fellow  of  infinite  cunning  and 
activity,  who  'seems  to  have  been  born  to  be  a  cap¬ 
tain  of  banditti,  or  a  guerilla  chief — who  had  been 
“  out”  in  the  rebellion  of  1798,  and  who,  at  tiie 
liead  of  a  formidable  band  of  outlaws,  had  main¬ 
tained  himself  ever  since  among  the  almost  inac¬ 
cessible  fastnesses  of  the  Wicklow  mountains. 
Dwyer  was  ready  for  anything,  and  believed  to 
be  bt  for  everything ; — his  lawless  band,  and  the 
semi-barbarous  Wicklow  peasantry,  over  whom  he 
exercised  a  wide  control  or  influence,  were  fully 
prepared  to  commit  every  atrocity.  It  appears  to 
have  been  fully  proved  that  Emmett  made  overtures 
to  this  Dwyer — to  this  leader  of  a  ferocious  liorde ; 
but  it  is  not  quite  so  certain  that  the  devout  Russel 
corresponded  with  him.  Dwyer,  who  knew  that 
lie  was  strong  only  among  bis  mountains  and  bogs, 
would  not  engage  to  quit  them,  until  a  successful 
blow  had  been  struck  by  others,  replying  to  the 
leaders  of  the  plot  that  he  would  not  commit  his 
brave  men  upon  the  faith  of  the  good  conduct  of  the 
rabble  of  Dublin ;  but  that  when,  from  his  secure 
heights,  he  should  see  the  green  Hag  Hying  over 
the  tower  of  Dublin  Castle,  then  he  would  be  at 
hand  to  second  the  enterprise.  Oaths  of  secrecy 
were  administered  in  the  most  solemn  manner  by 
the  propagandists  ;  but  the  unusual  bustle  that 
prevailed  betrayed  the  secret  that  some  mischief 
was  in  the  wind  ;  and  it  appears  quite  certain 
that  some  of  the  initiated  broke  the  conditions  of 
the  oath,  regularly  reporting  to  the  secret  agents  of 
the  police  the  progress  of  the  conspiracy ;  and  that 
as  early  as  the  beginning  of  February  the  king  and 
his  cabinet  were  acquainted  with  the  plot.  The 
inferior  agents  were  not,  however,  admitted  into 
all  the  secrets  of  the  plan  (these  were  reserved  for 
the  members  of  the  central  committee  at  Dublin, 
over  which  Emmett  presided)  ;  and  the  jilan  itself 
was  so  frecpiently  changed,  tliat  when  the  critical 
moment  came  the  lord-lieutenant  and  the  Irish  rro- 
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vernment  were  taken  by  surprise.  On  the  14th  of 
July,  the  anniversary  of  the  French  revolution, 
these  authorities,  and  all  the  quiet,  resj)cctable,  or 
prosperous  citizens  of  Dublin,  conceived  some 
alarm  at  the  bonfires  that  w'ere  made,  and  at  the 
numerous  rabble  that  collected  to  dance,  drink, 
sing,  and  roar  round  them.  A  day  or  two  after 
this  turthcr  alarm  was  excited  by  an  explosion  of 
gunpowdei’,  which  took  jilace  in  a  house  which 
Emmett  had  hired  for  manufacturing  or  storing 
that  article.  Although  the  conspirators  had  the 
ability  or  the  luck  to  make  the  police  believe  that 
this  accident  was  not  connected  with  any  treason¬ 
able  design,  they  felt  that  concealment  would  not 
long  be  jmssilile.  Besides,  just  at  this  time  the 
neighbouring  country  was  full  of  wild  Irish  pea¬ 
santry  who  liad  come  down  to  crop  the  hay,  and 


to  w'ait  for  the  other  liarvest ;  and  it  was  upon  the 
inclination  of  these  people  to  mischief,  riot,  and 
plunder,  that  these  patriots,  who  pretended  to  be 
seeking  the  lionour  and  independence  and  happi¬ 
ness  of  old  Ireland,  mainly  and  most  confidently 
relied.  They  therefore  determined  to  strike  the 
great  blow,  and  to  begin  w'ith  seizing  the  arsenals 
and  the  Castle  of  Dublin.  It  excites  a  grim  smile 
to  find  the  hair-brained  Emmett  proposing  at  this 
moment  the  most  philanthropic  principles,  the 
most  delicate  regard  for  the  safety  of  the  lives  and 
property  of  his  countrymen  and  townsmen,  and 
duping  himself  into  the  belief  that  these  would  be 
respected  by  the  Dublin  rabble  and  the  wilder 
rabble  from  the  country,  and  that  he,  with  no 
previously  acquired  ascendency,  name,  or  reputa- 
tation,  with  no  genius,  firculty,  or  person  for  com¬ 
mand,  could  check  the  tumultuous  movements  of 
these  desperadoes,  and  tell  them,  in  the  first  and 
greatest  vehemency  of  this  fury,  thus  far  shall  ye 
go,  and  no  farther  !  The  presumptuous  boy  turned 
a  deaf  ear  to  the  secret  agents  of  the  FTench  go¬ 
vernment,  w'ho  probably  cared  little  for  the  mas¬ 
sacres  and  other  crimes  likely  to  be  committed,  but 
who  (knowing  more  of  the  art  of  revolution-making 
than  he  knew)  wished  him  not  to  begin  until  there 
was  a  better  prospect  of  success  before  him.  Em¬ 
mett  impetuously  represented  that  the  militia  was 
about  to  l)e  embodied,  that  the  country  would  be 
placed  every  day  in  a  better  posture  of  defence, 
that  the  blow  must  be  struck  now  or  never ! 
Other  circumstances,  besides,  pointed  out  the  23rd 
of  July,  as  the  best  day  of  alt  the  year  for  begin¬ 
ning;  it  fell  this  year  on  a  Saturday,  when  the 
working  people  of  the  capital  received  their  wages 
and  got  drunk,  and  when  the  ordinary  resort  of 
country-people  to  the  market  would,  by  itself,  cover 
and  let  ])ass  a  somewhat  extraordinary  meeting ; 
but  the  23rd  was,  moreover,  the  eve  of  the  festival 
of  St.  James,  on  which  occasion,  according  to  an 
ancient  custom,  the  common  jicople  congregated  in 
great  multitudes  in  one  of  the  suburbs  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  repairing  to  the  church  dedicated  to  St. 
James,  and  there  strewing  fresh  leaves  and  Howers 
over  the  graves  of  their  relatives  and  friends. 
Emmett’s  resolution  was  therefore  confirmed,  that 
“  the  rising  ”  should  be  on  St.  James’s  eve.  He 
is  represented  as  lying,  in  the  interval,  in  his 
depot,  on  a  mattress  on  the  floor,  surrounded  by^ 
pikes,  daggers,  and  gunpowder,  and  dreaming  of 
the  blissful  “Hibernian  republic” — though  not 
without  countervisions  of  the  gallows  and  the 
block,  of  murder,  plunder,  rape,  proscription, 
and  a  far  bloodier  retaliation  than  that  of  ’98. 
Some  rhapsodical  papers  were  found  in  a  desk 
which  he  had  used  in  this  forlorn  residence.  Tlie 
following  passage  shows  pretty  clearly  the  temper 
of  mind  he  was  in,  and  the  imbecility  of  those 
who  would  venture  their  lives  and  fortunes  with  so 
hairbrained  a  conspirator ; — “  I  have  a  little  time 
to  look  at  the  thousand  difficulties  which  still  lie 
between  me  and  the  completion  of  my  wishes : 
that  these  difficulties  will  disappear  I  have  ardent 
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hopes ;  hut,  if  it  is  not  to  he  the  case,  I  thank  God 
for  having  gifted  me  with  a  sanguine  disposition. 
To  that  disposition  I  nm  from  reflection  ;  and,  if 
my  hopes  are  without  foundation — if  a  precipice 
is  open  under  my  feet,  from  which  duty  will  not 
suffer  me  to  run  hack, — I  am  grateful  for  that  san¬ 
guine  disposition  which  leads  me  to  the  brink',  and 
throws  me  down,  %ohile  my  eyes  are  still  raised  to 
the  visio7i  of  happiness  that  my  fancy  formed  in 
the  heavens  1’’^  Russel,  it  appears,  engaged  to 
attempt  a  rising  at  Belfast  at  the  same  moment ; 
Quigley  had  been  so  successful  in  Kildare,  that  all 
the  able-bodied  peasantry  flocked  down  toAvards 
Dublin,  leaving  only  women  and  children  and  the 
sick  and  aged  at  home ;  but  Dwyer,  Avhose  pecu¬ 
liar  genius  might  have  made  him  very  dangerous 
to  government,  still  kept  aloof,  being  steady  to  his 
purpose  of  not  moving  from  his  fastnesses  until 
after  a  successful  blow  had  been  struck.  Emmett’s 
plot  had  the  capital  defect  of  being  devoid  of  any 
appeal  to  the  religion  or  superstition  of  the  com¬ 
mon  people,  who  knew  and  cared  nothing  about 
republics  or  national  independence.  With  the  ex¬ 
ception  of  some  members  of  his  central  committee 
hardly  any  of  the  men  that  engaged  to  follow  him 
held  any  other  objects  in  view  than  plunder  and 
revenge — revenge  for  the  friends  they  had  lost  in 
the  last  fatal  rebellion,  by  musket,  bayonet,  or 
the  gibbet,  and 'for  the  miseries  they  had  them¬ 
selves  suffered  when  the  country  was  given  up  to 
martial  law  and  a  most  vindictive  militia.  To¬ 
wards  evening  on  the  appointed  23rd  of  .July  the 
rabble  of  Dublin  and  the  peasantry  began  to  col¬ 
lect  in  vast  numbers  in  St.  James’s-street  and  its 
neighbourhood.  The  gathering,  however,  excited 
little  observation  until  some  men  of  a  more  re¬ 
spectable  appearance  came  among  them,  and 
began  to  distribute  pikes.  At  this  sight  all  the 
respectable  inhabitants  of  the  street  were  panic- 
stricken,  and  made  haste  to  bar  their  doors  and 
close  their  windows.  The  Castle  was  wuthin  a 
mile,  and  the  barracks,  containing  2000  or  3000 
soldiers,  were  Avithin  half  a  mile  of  the  spot ;  hut 
not  a  soldier,  not  an  officer  either  civil  or  military, 
made  his  appearance.  About  dusk  the  concerted 
signal  that  all  Avas  ready  Avas  given  by  some  men 
Avho  Avere  mounted  on  horseback,  and  Avho  rode 
furiously  through  the  principal  streets  of  the  ca¬ 
pital.  A  Mr.  Clarke,  an  opulent  manufacturer 
Avho  employed  a  great  number  of  hands,  made  a 
bold  attempt  to  reason  Avith  the  furious  mob,  and, 
finding  his  efforts  ineffectual,  he  galloped  to  the 
Castle  and  Avarned  the  lord-lieutenant.  As  he  Avas 
returning,  a  blunderbuss  Avas  fired  at  him  by  one 
of  his  oAvn  workmen,  and  befell  desperately,  though 
not  mortally,  Avounded.  This  was  the  first  blood 
that  Avas  shed,  but  it  Avas  soon  followed  by  more, 
.lust  as  Clarke  fell,  some  of  the  insurgents  fired  a 
small  cannon,  and  sent  up  a  sky-rocket,  Avhich  Avas 
seen  from  every  part  of  the  city  and  neighbour¬ 
hood  ;  and  immediately  after  this  signal  Emmett 
sallied  forth  from  his  depot,  at  the  head  of  his 
central  committee,  and,  draAving  his  sAvord,  in- 
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cited  the  mob  to  action.  They  all  rushed  along 
the  street  as  if  intending  to  attack  the  Castle. 
Before  they  got  to  the  end  of  the  street  Colonel 
Brown,  a  meritorious  officer,  Avho  was  hastening 
to  his  post,  Avas  deliberately  shot  dead  by  a  blun¬ 
derbuss,  said  to  have  been  fired  by  “  a  confiden¬ 
tial  member  of  the  party.”  Disgusted  at  these 
cold-blooded  murders,  at  the  savage  cries  that 
Avere  raised  for  vengeance  and  plunder,  at  the 
hackAvardness  of  his  rabble-rout  to  press  on  to  the 
Castle  or  to  any  point  where  they  Avere  likely  to 
meet  the  soldier}',  and  at  their  alacrity  in  breaking 
open  houses  and  calling  for  Avhiskey,  Emmett  and 
bis  staff,  after  some  fruitless  attempts  to  manage 
and  direct  the  foul  hurricane  they  had  raised,  dis¬ 
appeared  from  the  scene,  stole  out  of  the  toAvn  or 
hid  themselves  in  it,  leaving  the  tempest  to  rage 
as  it  might.  Emmett’s  mob-generalship  scarcely 
lasted  half  an  hour.  His  patriots,  as  soon  as  he 
had  quitted  them,  rushed  to  the  debtors’  prison 
and  butchered  the  corporal  of  the  ordinary  guard 
there  stationed.  The  ten  or  twelve  soldiers  got 
within  the  building  and  loaded  their  muskets;  the 
very  debtors  called  for  arms  in  order  that  they 
might  assist  in  resisting  the  rabble;  and  presently 
the  coAvards  ran  away.  They  had,  hoAvever,  heart 
enough  to  shoot  a  solitary  dragoon  Avho  Avas  carry¬ 
ing  a  message,  and  to  attack  an  outpost,  Avhere  a 
fcAv  men  of  the  infantry  Avere  taken  by  surprise, 
surrounded,  and  massacred.  The  head  of  the  ad¬ 
vancing  column  never  approached  the  Castle  nearer 
than  Francis-street,  Avhich  is  distant  about  half  a 
mile.  A  sort  of  leader  Avas  heard  calling  out  to  his 
party  to  advance,  to  which  his  party  responded 
Avith  terrible  oaths,  and  with  the  logical  negative, 
“  We  Avon’t !  You  are  no  captain  of  ours;  we 
never  ate  or  drank  Avith  you  !  ”  Unfortunately,  at 
about  ten  o’clock  at  night.  Lord  Kilwarden,  the 
lord  chief  justice  of  Ireland,  passed  in  the  rear  of 
the  mob,  flying  in  his  carriage  by  another  line  of 
streets  towards  the  Castle.  This  judge  had  been 
attorney- general  at  the  time  of  the  last  rebellion, 
and  it  had  been  his  office  to  deal  rather  largely 
Avith  the  vengeance  of  the  larv.  The  ruffians 
Av heeled  round  and  presently  fell  upon  him.  He 
Avas  accompanied  in  the  same  carriage  by  his 
daughter  and  a  nephew.  They  Avere  all  three 
dragged  out  of  the  coach ;  the  savages  spared  the 
lady,  but  they  murdered  her  aged  father  and  her 
cousin  before  her  eyes,  contending  and  even  fight- 
ine:  Avith  one  another  for  the  distinction  of  thrusting 
their  pikes  into  the  bodies  of  their  prostrate  and 
defenceless  victims.*  The  bereaved  daughter  ran 
on  foot  and  in  a  state  of  frenzy  to  the  Castle,  and 
Avas  the  first  to  announce  there  the  bloody  tragedy. 
But  by  this  time  some  of  the  troops  Avere  under 
arms  and  ready  to  march.  When  about  150  men, 
headed  by  tAvo  subaltern  officers,  reached  the  top 
of  Francis-street,  the  disordered  rabble,  many 
thousands  strong,  set  up  a  scream  of  terror,  and 
all  that  Avere  sober  enough  to  run  ran  off  at  the 

•  Aecordint^  to  some  ficcounts  Kmrai  tt  did  not  disappear  until  these 
horrible  murders  \^■ere  perpetrated. 
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top  of  their  speed.  But  many  fell  and  were  made 
prisoners,  and  a  party  of  fifty  soldiers,  who  had  got 
into  the  rear  of  the  fiying  column,  fired  upon  it  as 
it  passed.  Two  or  three  other  volleys  were  fired 
at  different  points :  a  good  many  were  wounded, 
about  a  dozen  were  killed  outright,  and  an  im¬ 
mense  number  were  taken  prisoners.  A  lane 
strewed  with  pikes  pointed  out  the  way  to  Emmett’s 
depot,  wdiercin  were  found  a  large  quantity  of  ball- 
cartridges,  hand-grenades,  gunpowder,  more  pikes, 
some  military  uniforms,  and  a  proclamation,  wet 
from  the  press,  of  persons  styling  themselves  “  The 
provisional  government,”  arrd  containing  a  sketch 
of  the  constitution  they  had  proposed  giving  to  the 
Hibernian  Republic.  A  hot  pursuit  was  instantly 
commenced  after  these  legislators,  who  showed  as 
much  folly  or  fatuity,  when  flying  for  their  lives, 
as  they  had  displayed  in  all  the  rest  of  the  busi¬ 
ness  ;  Emmett  and  twelve  others  took  the  road 
which  leads  to  the  "Wicklow  mountains,  where 
Dwyer  and  his  banditti  were  vainly  waiting  the 
apparition  of  the  green  flag  of  Erin  over  the  Castle 
walls.  They  disguised  themselves  as  French  of¬ 
ficers,  overlooking  the  circumstance  that,  through 
the  conduct  of  the  French  troops  who  had  landed 
with  General  Humbert  in  1198,  and  through  the 
lessons  of  their  priests  and  friars,  the  Irisli  pea¬ 
santry  now  regarded  the  French  with  detestation, 
as  an  impious  jieople,  the  foes  and  plunderers  of 
the  Holy  Father,  the  sworn  enemies  of  the  Holy 
Faith.  [This  popular  feeling  alone  was  quite 
enough  to  defeat  any  extensive  attempt  at  revolu¬ 
tion  in  connection  with  the  French,  and  to  baffle 
all  Bonaparte’s  Irisli  schemes.]  Emmett  and  his 
friends  reached  the  mountains,  but  only  to  find 
that  they  were  shunned  like  men  that  had  the 
])lague,  and  that  none  would  raise  a  finger  for 
them,  or  give  them  food  and  a  hiding-place. 
Emmett,  quitting  his  companions,  returned  to 
Dublin,  but  only  to  be  tracke<l  by  the  ])olice,  to 
be  seized,  and  committed  to  the  prison  which  was 
already  crow'ded  by  the  miserable  wretches  he  had 
armed.  O’Quigley,  and  another  principal  named 
Stafford,  lay  hid  in  the  interior  of  the  country^,  and 
vverc  not  apprehended  until  after  Emmett’s  execu¬ 
tion.  Dowdall  and  Allen  escaped  out  of  the  island, 
but  Redmond  was  arrested  at  one  of  tbe  ports  as  he 
was  about  to  take  his  passage  for  America.  In  the 
meanwhile  Russel  liad  utterly  failed  in  his  at¬ 
tempts  at  a  rising  in  the  North ;  and,  after  issu¬ 
ing  a  proclamation,  in  which  he  styled  himself  the 
General  of  tlie  Northern  District,  lie  had  disa})- 
peared.  After  the  arrest  of  Emmett,  Russel  stole 
into  Dublin  with  the  view,  it  is  said,  of  rescuing 
his  friend  by  means  of  anotlier  popular  insurrec¬ 
tion.  The  numerous  and  expensive  Dublin  police, 
though  not  particularly  distinguished  by  their  zeal 
or  ability  in  anticipating  and  jireventing  mischief, 
were  always  remarkably  aetive  in  hunting  down 
the  mischief-makers ;  two  or  three  days  after  his 
anival  in  Dunlin,  Russel  was  discovered  and 
scizeil.  He  was  sent  for  trial  to  that  Northern 
District  of  which  he  had  intended  to  be  the  revolu¬ 


tionary  general.  Emmett  was  put  upon  his  trial 
for  high  treason  on  the  1 9th  of  September,  in 
Dublin,  the  scene  of  his  mad  pranks,  where  there 
were  too  many  witnesses  to  speak  to  his  overt  acts, 
and  too  universal  an  indignation  at  the  sanguinary 
result  of  them,  to  allow  any  the  remotest  chance 
of  his  escaping  the  gallows  and  the  block.  He  set 
up  no  sort  of  defence  ;  but,  when  called  to  receive 
sentence,  he  delivered  a  long,  llowery,  and  pathetic 
speech,  endeavouring  chiefly  to  prove  that  he  was 
entitled  to  a  higher  designation  than  that  of  an  emis¬ 
sary  and  tool  of  France ;  w  hich  last  he  represented 
to  his  countrymen  as  one  of  the  most  degrading  of 
characters.  His  veracity  has  been  defended  by  the 
assumption  that  he,  Russel,  and  others  had  bar¬ 
gained  for  no  other  French  assistance  than  what 
would  arise  from  an  invasion  of  England  :  but 
could  these  infatuated  men  really  fancy  that,  if 
England  were  conquered  or  invaded  by  Bona- 
naparte,  their  Hibernian  Republic  w'ould  have 
been  respected  ?  Emmett  died  with  much  courage 
or  composure,  declaring  himself  a  member  of  the 
Church  of  England.  The  undoubted  Protestantism 
of  him,  of  Russel,  and  others,  totally  disqualified 
them  from  heading  a  popular  insurrection  in  Ire¬ 
land.  If  government  had  not  had  a  court  of  law 
or  a  file  of  soldiers  in  the  country,  the  priests  and 
monks  would  have  brought  these  conspirators  to  a 
worse  doom  than  they  met  wdth.  Redmond  (one 
of  the  central  committee)  and  two  w'orking  men 
(one  of  whom  confessed  to  the  murder  of  Colonel 
Brown)  were  tried  and  executed  in  the  same  town. 
Russel  was  tried  at  Carrickfergus  on  the  20th  of 
October.  He  quoted  the  pro})hecies  and  the  Apo¬ 
calypse,  pleaded  that  his  religious  conscience  had 
compelled  him  to  endeavour  to  overthrow  the  ex¬ 
isting  government,  and  gave  ample  indications  of 
a  disordered  mind ;  but  he  w’as  nevertheless  exe¬ 
cuted  at  Downpatrick,  his  prayer  being  rejected 
for  a  few  days’  reprieve,  in  order  to  jjut  the  finish¬ 
ing  touches  to  a  demonstrative  Essay  on  the  near 
approach  of  the  Millennium.  Some  short  time  after 
these  executions  O’Quigley  and  Stafford  were 
apprehended  in  the  county  of  Galloway ;  but 
Government,  who  disjilayed  throughout  this  un¬ 
happy  affair  an  uncommon  degree  of  leniency, 
were  satisfied  with  the  examples  which  had  been 
made  ;  and  the  lives  of  these  two  chiefs,  and  of  a 
host  of  inferior  and  untried  prisoners,  were  spared 
on  their  making  a  full  disclosure  of  all  the  circum¬ 
stances  of  their  treason. 

Ireland  was  safe,  and  England  could  not  be 
invaded,  for  her  fleets  s\vei)t  the  Channel  and 
the  French  coast  in  all  its  extent,  blockading 
the  ju'incipal  ports,  and  occasionally  bombard¬ 
ing  a  sea-port  town  or  two.  Ships  and  gun-boats 
were  gallantly  cut  out  of  Havre,  St.  Vallery,  and 
many  other  ports  and  roadsteads;  the  batteries 
that  protected  the  town  of  Dieppe  were  knocked 
to  pieces ;  many  vessels,  both  national  and  mer¬ 
cantile,  were  burnt  on  the  stocks,  and  the  irn- 
])ortant  towm  of  Granville  was  bombarded  and 
burned  under  the  eyes  of  Bonaparte’s  generals. 
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and  almost  in  his  own  presence.  With  nearly 
six  hundred  ships  of  war  at  sea,  England,  besides 
holding  the  Channel,  and  defending  her  own  coasts, 
could  dispatch  fleets  and  squadrons  to  every 
quarter  of  the  globe,  and  prosecute  extensive 
schemes  of  conquest.  As  early  as  the  22nd  of 
June  the  island  of  St.  Lucie  was  recaptured  by 
Commodore  Hood  and  General  Grinfield.  Tlie 
French  refused  to  capitulate ;  but  the  British 
soldiers  and  sailors  stormed  the  fort  of  Morne 
Fortunee,  and  carried  it  in  half  an  hour.  Eight 
days  after  this  the  French  garrison  in  Tobago 
capitulated  without  provoking  a  storm  or  attempt¬ 
ing  any  resistance.  On  the  same  day  that  Tobago 


fell  the  islands  of  St.  Pierre  and  Miquelon,  ofl' 
Newfoundland,  were  taken  by  an  English  man-of- 
war.  In  rapid  succession  the  colonies  of  De- 
merara,  Essequibo,  and  Berbice  w'ere  reduced. 
Thq  fate  of  St.  Domingo  has  been  already  men¬ 
tioned  ;  Imt  it  remains  to  be  added  that  eight 
thousand  Frenchmen,  civil  and  military,  and  of 
every  class  and  condition,  became  prisoners  of 
war  to  the  British,  at  or  off  that  island,  or  on 
their  voyage  homeward.  The  governor  of  Gua- 
daloupe,  who  had  a  strong  French  garrison  and 
some  good  defensive  works,  maintained  himself 
for  a  while  longer,  and  even  dispatched  some 
troops  and  thirteen  armed  schooners,  to  destroy 
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the  port  and  dockyard  in  English  Ilarhoiir,  Antigua 
— an  attempt  which  conii)letely  failed. 

In  the  East  Indies  war  was  carried  on  hy  land 
on  an  immense  scale,  and  with  signal  success. 
The  power  of  Mysore  had  been  annihilated  b}'’ 
the  capture  of  Seringapatam  and  the  death  of 
Tippoo.  But  a  new  and  formidable  enemy  to  the 
English  had  started  up  in  the  Mahratta  con¬ 
federacy  ;  and  a  clever  Frenchman  was  lending 
the  aid  of  his  military  knowledge  and  genius  to 
these  Hindoos.  M.  Perron  had  first  come  to  the 
country  as  a  petty  officer  of  a  ship  with  Admiral 
Suffrein,  in  the  year  1782,  when  the  government 
of  Louis  XVI.  were  making  a  desperate  struggle 
with  the  genius  and  resources  of  Warren  Hastings 
for  the  supremacy  in  Hindustan.  After  a  variety 
of  adventures  he  became  quartermaster-serjeant  to 
a  corps  containing  some  Frenchmen  in  the  service 
of  Scindiah.  He  fought  for  this  chief  in  more  than 
one  great  battle,  and  was  gradually  raised  to  the  rank 
of  a  general,  and  to  the  command  in  chief  of  Scin- 
diah’s  forces,  the  best  and  select  portion  of  which 
owed  to  him  the  good  discipline  it  had  attained. 

A  wide  territory  in  the  Jumna  region  w’as  assigned 
to  him  by  his  thankful  employer;  he  displayed 
much  of  the  pomp  and  exercised  much  of  the  so¬ 
vereignty  of  an  Oriental  potentate ;  and  when,  in 
1793,  that  flitting  phantom  the  Mogul  emperor, 
Schah  Alum,  became  the  prisoner  of  Scindiah,  it 
Mas  to  this  once  poor  and  loM’ly  Frenchman — this 
ci-devant  petty  officer  in  Suffrein’s  squadron — that 
the  custody  of  his  person  was  confided.  His  ho¬ 
nours,  his  wealth,  and  his  authority  excited  the  envy 
and  malice  of  many  of  the  Mahratta  chiefs.  In  1802, 
when  Scindiah  made  war  upon  the  Peishwa,  or  Mah¬ 
ratta  sovereign  of  Poonah,  and  expelled  him  from 
his  dominions,  Perron  lent  his  valuable  assistance. 
The  dispossessed  Peishwa  applied  for  assistance  to 
the  English,  who  had  long  conceived  apprehensions 
of  the  turbulent  spirit,  the  ambition,  and  power  of 
Scindiah;  and  on  the  31st  of  December,  1802,  a 
subsidiary  treaty  was  concluded  at  Bassein.  The 
Nizam  of  the  Deccan  joined  with  the  English  and 
the  Peishwa;  while  the  Rajah  of  Berar  united 
his  forces  to  those  of  Scindiah.  The  governor- 
general,  Lord  Wellesley,  had  two  great  objects  in 
view — to  restore  the  Peishwa,  and  to  destroy  or 
dissijiate  the  formidable  disciplined  forces  which 
Perron  had  raised,  and  which  contained  several 
other  European  officers.  If  the  First  Consul  could 
have  put  himself  in  communication  with  that  ad¬ 
venturer,  and  could  have  forwarded  him  some 
encouragement  and  support.  Perron  had  abilities, 
and  occupied  a  position,  which  might  have  })roved 
very  dangerous  to  the  British  grower  in  India; 
although  it  does  not  appear  that  Perron  had  either 
much  regard  for  Bonaparte  or  much  nationality. 

It  was  thought  that  his  leading  passion  was  a  love 
of  money  ;  and  Lord  Wellesley  seems  to  have  cal¬ 
culated  on  that  passion  as  affording  the  means  of 
detaching  him  from  his  old  Indian  master,  and  bring¬ 
ing  him  into  the  pay  of  the  Company.  When  General 
Lake  took  the  field  with  an  army  of  10,500  men, 
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to  co-operate  with  which  force  3500  men  were 
assembled  near  Allahabad  and  about  2000  at 
Mirzapoor,  the  governor-general,  who  had  in¬ 


structed  him  to  make  every  possible  effort  to 
destroy  and  scatter  or  win  over  Perron’s  brigades, 
wrote  to  him — “Itwmuld  be  highly  desirable  to 
detach  M.  Perron  from  Scindiah’s  service,  by  pa¬ 
cific  negotiation.  M.  Perron’s  inclination  certainly 
is  to  dispose  of  his  power  to  a  French  jrurchaser  ; 
but  I  should  not  be  surprised  if  he  Avere  to  be 
found  ready  to  enter  into  terms  with  us ;  provided 
he  could  obtain  sufficient  security  for  his  per¬ 
sonal  interests.  I  empower  your  excellency  to 
conclude  any  agreement  for  the  security  of  M. 
Perron’s  personal  interests  and  property,  accom¬ 
panied  by  any  reasonable  remuneration  from  the 
British  government,  which  shall  induce  him  to 
deliver  up  the  whole  o  f  his  military  resources  and. 
jooiver,  together  with  his  territorial  possessions  and 
the  person  of  the.  Mogul,  and  of  the  heir-appa¬ 
rent,  into  your  excellency^ s  hands.  The  same 
principle  applies  generally  to  M.  Perron’s  Euro¬ 
pean  officers.  And  the  proclamations  Avith  which 
I  have  furnished  your  excellency  Avill  enable  you 
to  avail  yourself  of  the  first  opportunity  of  offering 
propositions  to  those  officers,  or  to  the  several  corps 
under  M.  Perron’s  command.”*  It  appeared, 
however,  that  these  ingenious  proclamations  and 
the  correspondence  opened  did  not  produce  the 
expected  effect.  'That  adventurer  took  the  field 
Avith  16,000  or  17,000  infantry  disciplined  in  the 
European  manner,  a  liu'ge  body  of  irregular  in¬ 
fantry,  from  15,000  to  20,000  Mahratta  horse,  and 
a  numerous  and  well-appointed  train  of  artillery. 
But  in  the  meantime  the  younger  brother  of  the 
governor-general,  noAv  Major-General  Wellesley, 
had  made  a  dash  upon  Poonah,  had  balked  and 
driven  out  the  Mahratta  troops  of  Holkar,  had  saved, 
by  a  most  rapid  and  brilliant  movement,  that  capital 
of  the  Peishwa  from  being  burned  by  Holkar’s 
people,  and  had  reinstated  that  prince  in  his  domi¬ 
nions.  The  PeishAva  re-entered  his  capital  early 
in  the  month  of  May.  Holkar,  Avho  tied  before 

•  Letter  from  Lord  AA'cllesley  to  General  Lake,  as  quoted  in  Mill's 
Ilisl.  Bril.  Ind., 
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General  Wellesley  without  fightino;,  joincvl  Scin- 
diah  and  the  Rajah  of  Rerar.  This  confederacy 
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seemed  the  more  dangerous  as  Scindiah  possessed 
several  convenient  sea-ports  through  which  he 
could  receive  assistance,  if  any  should  be  sent 
liim,  from  France,  and  as,  conformably  to  the 
treaty  of  Amiens,  the  French  had  then  just 
recovered  their  Indian  possessions.  While  Ge¬ 
neral  Lake  marched  towards  Delhi,  taking  by 
storm,  as  he  passed  it,  the  important  fortress  of 
Alii  Ghur,  General  Wellesley  kept  the  chief  com¬ 
mand  of  all  the  British  and" allied  troops  serving 
in  the  territories  of  the  Peishwa  and  the  Nizam 
of  tlie  Deccan,  having  full  powers  to  direct  all  the 
political  affairs  of  the  British  government  in  those 
countries.*  After  some  fruitless  negotiations 

•  ntspatcliRS  of  Field-Marstial  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  compilca 
from  autlientic  documents  by  Lieutenant' Colonel  Gurwood. 


with  Scindiah,  Wellesley  marched  from  Poonah  to 
the  north,  and,  after  sustaining  a  great  loss  in  car¬ 
riage-cattle,  he  reached  Ahmcdnughur,  a  strong 
place  garrisoned  by  Scindiah  s  troops,  which  he 
forthwith  took  by  escalade.  On  the  24th  of 
August  he  crossed  the  Godavery  river,  and  on  the 
29th  of  that  month  he  entered  Aurungabad.  On 
the  same  day  that  he  crossed  the  Godavery,  Scin¬ 
diah  and  the  Rajah  of  Berar,  having  avoided  a 
corps  under  Colonel  Stevenson,  rushed  w  ith  an 
immense  army  of  cavalry,  and  of  cavalry  alone,  into 
the  Nizam’s  territory,  'by  the  Adjuntee  ghaut  or 
pass,  intending  to  plunder  and  ravage,  to  cross  the 
Godavery,  and  to  march  upon  Hyderabad.  I 
hojie,”  said  Wellesley  on  the  30th,  “  to  be  able  to 
strike  a  blow  against  their  myriads  of  hoise  in  a 
few  days,  if  I  should  not  be  so  unlucky  as  to  have 
the  Godavery  become  fordable  about  six  weeks 
sooner  than  usual.”  He  accordingly  returned  to 
that  river  and  moved  eastward  along  its  northern 
bank  to  intercept  the  enemy  and  place  himself  be¬ 
tween  them  and  the  verv  important  city  of  Hyder¬ 
abad.  Scindiah  and 'the  Rajah  immediately 
altered  their  course,  striking  away  in  the  direction 
of  Julnapoor;  but  Colonel  Stevenson  got  there 
before  them  with  the  Nizam’s  auxiliary  force,  and 
made  sure  of  that  town.  On  the  12th  of  Septem¬ 
ber,  General  Wellesley  was  encamped  about  20 
miles  to  the  north  of  the  Godavery,  Colonel  Steven¬ 
son  being  at  some  distance  from  him.  From  the 
rapiditv  of  their  movement  it  was  no  easy  matter 
to  come  up  with  the  Mahratta  cavalry,  who  were 
committing  terrible  depredations ;  but  Stevenson 
once  or  twice  beat  up  their  camp  by  making  night 
marches.  About  the  middle  of  Sejitembcr, 
Wellesley  received  information  that  Scindiah  had 
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been  reinforced  by  sixteen  battalions  of  infantry, 
commanded  bv  French  officers,  and  a  large  train 
of  artillery ;  and  that  the  whole  of  his  and  the 
Rajah’s  forces  were  now  assembled  near  the  banks 
of  the  Kaitna.  On  the  21st  he  drew  nearer  to 
Colonel  Stevenson’s  corps  and  held  a  conference 
with  that  distinguished  oflBcer,  in  which  a  general 
plan  of  attack  was  concerted.  On  the  22nd 
Colonel  Stevenson  took  the  western  route,  and 
Wellesley  the  eastern,  round  the  hills  between 
Budnapoor  and  Jaulna.  They  expected  to  join 
forces  and  attack  the  enemy  early  on  the  morning 
of  the  24th.  But  on  the  23rd  the  general  re¬ 
ceived  a  report  that  Scindiah  and  the  Rajah  of 
Berar  had  moved  off  that  morning  with  their 
myriads  of  horse,  and  that  their  infantry  were 
about  to  follow,  but  were  as  yet  in  camp  at  the 
distance  of  about  six  miles  from  him.  General 
Wellesley  therefore  determined  to  march  upon  the 
infantry  and  engage  it  at  once.  He  sent  a  mes¬ 
senger  to  Colonel  Stevenson,  who  was  at  the  mo¬ 
ment  about  eight  miles  off  on  his  left,  to  acquaint 
him  with  his  intention  and  to  direct  his  advance 
with  all  possible  rapidity;  he  then  moved  for¬ 
ward  with  the  19th  light  dragoons  and  three  regi¬ 
ments  of  native  cavalry  to  reconnoitre.  His 
infantry,  consisting  of  only  two  British  and  five 
sepoy  battalions,  followed  with  all  their  speed. 
After  he  had  ridden  about  four  miles  Wellesley 
from  an  elevated  plain  saw  not  only  the  infantry 
but  the  whole  Mahratta  force,  consisting  of  about 
.50,000  men,  encamped  on  the  north  side  of  the 
Kaitna,  where  the  banks  of  that  river  were  very 
steep.  Their  right,  consisting  of  cavalry,  extended 
to  Bokerdon ;  their  left,  consisting  of  infantry 
with  90  pieces  of  artillery,  lay  near  the  village  of 
Assaye,  which  has  given  its  name  to  the  memorable 
battle.  No  thought  of  retreat  was  entertained. 
Wellesley  resolved  to  attack  the  infantry  on  its 
left  and  rear,  and  for  that  purpose  he  moved  his 
little  army  to  a  ford  beyond  the  enemy’s  left, 
leaving  the  Mysore  and  other  irregular  cavalry  to 
watch  the  Mahratta  cavalry,  and  crossing  the 
river  only  with  his  regular  horse  and  infantrv. 
He  passed  the  ford,  ascended  the  steep  bank,  and 
formed  his  men  in  three  lines,  two  of  infantrv  and 
the  third  of  horse.  This  was  elfected  under  a  brisk 
cannonade  from  the  enemy’s  artillery.  Scindiah, 
or  the  European  officer  who  directed  his  move¬ 
ments,  promptly  made  a  corresponding  change  in 
his  line,  giving  a  new  front  to  his  infantrv,  which 
was  now  made  to  rest  its  right  on  the  river  and 
its  left  upon  the  village  of  Assaye  and  the  Juah 
stream,  which  flowed  in  a  parallel  direction  with 
the  Kaitna.  Scindiah’s  numerous  and  well-served 
cannon  did  terrible  execution  among  Wellesley’s 
advancing  lines,  killing  men  and  bullocks,  and 
drowning  the  weak  sound  of  his  scanty  artillery. 
At  one  moment  such  a  gap  was  made  by  cannon¬ 
ball  in  the  Englisli  right,  that  some  of  the  Mah¬ 
ratta  cayalry  attempted  to  charge  through  it ;  but 
the  British  cayalry'  in  the  third  line  came  up  and 
drove  the  Mahraltas  back  uith  great  slaughter. 
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Finding  his  artillery  of  little  or  no  use  (the  guns 
could  not  be  brought  up  for  lack  of  bullocks). 
General  Wellesley  gave  orders  to  leave  it  in  the  rear, 
and  bade  the  infantry  charge  with  the  bayonet. 
His  steady  resolute  advance  in  the  teeth  of  their 
guns  had  already  awed  the  Mahrattas,  who  would 
not  stand  to  meet  the  collision  of  the  bright 
English  steel  :  .  their  infantry  gave  way,  and  aban¬ 
doned  their  terrible  guns.  One  body  of  them 
formed  again,  and  presented  a  bold  front ;  but 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Maxwell  charged  them  wdth 
the  British  cavalry,  broke  and  dispersed  them,  and 
was  killed  in  the  moment  of  victory.  Wellesley’s 
sepoys  having  proceeded  too  far  in  pursuit,  many 
of  Scindiah’s  artillerymen,  who  had  thrown  them¬ 
selves  down  among  the  carriages  of  their  guns  as 
though  they  were  dead,  got  to  their  feet  again  and 
turned  their  pieces  against  the  rear  of  the  advancing 
sepoys;  and  at  the  same  time  the  Mahratta  cavalry', 
which  had  been  hoverdng  round  throughout  the 
battle,  were  still  near.  But  Maxwell’s  exploit 
speedily  led  to'  the  silencing  of  this  straggling  ar¬ 
tillery  fire,  and  to  the  headlong  flight  of  Scindiah’s 
disciplined  infantry,  wdio  went  off  and  left  90 
pieces  of  cannon,  nearly  all  brass  and  of  the  proper 
calibres,  in  the  hands- of  the  conqueror.  General 
Wellesley  led  the  7Sth  British  infantry  in  person 
against  the  village  of  Assaye,  which  was  not  cleared 
without  a  desperate  combat.  It  was  near  dark  night 
when  the  firing  ceased.  The  splendid  victory  cost 
General  Wellesley  22  officers  and  386  men  killed, 
and  57  officers  and  1526  men  wounded — excluding 
the  irregular  cavalry,  which  remained  on  the  other 
side  of  the  river  and  had  not  been  engaged,  the 
total  number  of  killed  and  wounded  amounted  to 
nearly  one-third  of  his  force.  The  general  himself 
had  two  horses  killed  under  him,  one  shot  and  the 
other  piked  ;  every  one  of  ids  staff  officers  had  one 
or  two  horses  killed,  and  his  orderly’s  head  was 
knocked  off  by  a  cannon-ball  as  he  rode  close  by 
his  side.  The  enemy,  who  fled  towards  the  Ad- 
juntee  Ghaut,  through  which  they  had  poured  into 
the  Deccan,  left  1200  dead,  and  a  great  number 
badly  wounded,  on  the  field  of  battle.* 

Colonel  Stevenson,  who  had  encountered  some 
unexpected  obstacles,  arrived  at  Assaye  on  the  24th, 
and  was  immediately  dispatched  after  the  flying 
enemv,  whose  infantrv  was  as  usual  left  behind  and 
abandoned  by  the  cavalry.  While  these  things 
were  doing  in  the  south.  General  Lake  continued 
both  his  advance  upon  Delhi  and  his  corresjron- 
cTence  with  Perron.  This  Frenchman  now  found 
great  difficulty  in  keeping  his  army  together  and 
in  preserving  any  discipline  ;  a  large  portion  of 
his  cavalry  left  bis  camp  and  turned  their  horses’ 
heads  homewards,  declaring  their  inability  to  op¬ 
pose  the  English  ;  and,  what  was  still  more  fatal, 
his  own  French  officers  began  to  intrigue  and  plot 
against  him.  After  making  a  spiritless  demon¬ 
stration  near  Alii  Ghur,  he  retreated  without  fight¬ 
ing,  and  with  about  15,000  men,  on  the  29th  of 

*  General  Wellesley’s  own  Dis|mtclics  and  Loiters,  as  printed 
Colonel  (iurwood’s  invaluable  work. 
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August.  The  town  of  Coel  threw  open  its  gates 
at  Lake’s  approach  ;  hut  the  garrison  of  Alii  Ghur, 
the  ordinary  residence  of  Perron,  and  his  prin¬ 
cipal  military  depot,  made  a  desperate  resistance. 
On  the  4th  of  September  storming-parties,  headed 
by  Colonel  Monson  and  Major  Macleod,  carried 
the  place  :  2000  of  the  garrison  perished,  the  rest 
surrendered  or  fled  out  of  the  fort.  On  the  very 
same  day,  however,  five  companies  of  Lake’s 
Sepoys,  who  had  been  left  with  only  one  gun  to 
occupy  a  detached  position  commanding  the  road 
through  which  provisions  must  be  brought  up, 
found  themselves  under  the  necessity  of  surrender¬ 
ing  to  the  enemy.  They  had  been  attacked  on 
the  2nd  by  a  cloud  of  cavalry  commanded  by  a 
Frenchman  of  the  name  of  Fleury.  This  time  the 
sepoys  beat  off  their  numerous  assailants ;  but  on 
the  4th  the  Frenchman  led  the  Mahrattas  back  to 
the  attack,  and  the  Sepoys,  having  consumed  nearly 
all  their  ammunition,  were  compelled  to  capitulate. 
Before  the  reinforcements  sent  by  General  Lake 
could  reach  the  spot,  Fleury  and  his  flying-horse 
had  disappeared  in  the  wide  country  behind  the 
Jumna.  Some  days  before  the  capture  of  Alii 
Ghur  and  his  depot.  Perron  wrote  to  Lake,  express¬ 
ing  a  desire  to  effect  some,  arrangement  which 
might  preclude  the  necessity  of  any  actual  contest 
between  the  English  and  the  troops  he  com¬ 
manded  ;  and,  even  previously  to  this,  he  had  ap¬ 
plied  for  leave  to  pass  through  the  Company’s 
territories,  intending,  he  said,  to  quit  the  service  of 
Scindiah  and  return  to  Europe.  These  applica¬ 
tions  were  followed  up  by  the  Frenchman  sending 
a  confidential  agent  to  the  English  camp.  This 
agent  had  a  long  private  interview  with  General 
Lake,  and  is  generally  believed  to  have  returned 
to  his  ])rincipal  with  a  large  sum  of  monev  in 
specie  or  in  drafts  upon  the  treasury  at  Calcutta. 
On  the  'Jth  of  September  (three  days  after  the 
storming  of  Alii  Ghur),  Lake  received  a  letter  from 
Perron,  stating  that  he  had  quitted  the  service 
of  Scindiah,  and  now  requested  jiermission  to 
pass  with  his  famil}^  his  efi'ects,  and  the  oflScers 
of  his  suite,  through  the  Company’s  dominions  to 
Lucknow.  He  stated  as  reasons  for  his  retirimr, 
that  he  had  received  intelligence  that  his  successor 
had  been  appointed,  and  was  already  on  his  way 
to  take  his  command  from  him  ;  and  that  the 
treachery  and  ingratitude  of  his  European  officers 
had  convinced  him  that  further  resistance  to  the 
British  arms  was  useless.  The  permission  de¬ 
manded  was  readily  granted  by  General  Lake,' 
who,  as  well  as  the  Governor-General,  Lord  Wel¬ 
lesley,  attached  great  importance  to  the  withdraw'ing 
of  the  very  able  French  adventurer.  As  Perron 
began  his  journey  for  Lucknow,  General  Lake, 
starting  from  Alii  Ghur,  resumed  his  march  upon 
Delhi.  On  the  11th  of  September  the  English 
general  received  intelligence  that  the  army  which 
had  belonged  to  Perron,  and  which  was  now  com¬ 
manded  by  another  Frenchman,  had  crossed  the 
Jumna  from  Delhi,  under  cover  of  the  night,  with 
the  intention  of  fighting  a  battle  for  the  defence 
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of  the  ancient  capital  of  the  Great  Moguls,  but 
which  -was  now  the  prison  of  the  feeble  representa¬ 
tive  of  Timour.  His  troops  w^ere  fatigued  with  a 
long  march,  and  oppressed  by  the  heat  of  the  day, 
when  they  reached  their  ground  of  encampment, 
about  six  miles  from  Delhi ;  and  they  had  scarcely 
pitched  their  tents  before  their  outposts  were  at¬ 
tacked  by  some  of  the  Frenchman’s  squadrons. 
This  officer,  named  Louis  Bourquien,  had  19,000 
men  under  his  command  j  and  he  had  posted  his 
main  body  on  a  rising  ground,  with  swamps  on 
either  flank,  so  that  it  was  only  their  front  that 
could  be  attacked,  and  that  front  was  defended  hy 
a  line  of  entrenchments,  and  a  great  number  of 
cannon — almost  as  many  as  w'ere  turned  against 
General  Wellesley  at  Assaye.  Lake  had  only 
4500  men ;  but  there  was  some  admirable  British 
infantry  among  them.  By  some  ingenious  move¬ 
ments,  he  tempted  the  enemy  from  their  heights 
and  entrenchments  down  to  the  plain;  and,  when 
they  thought  he  was  about  to  fly  from  the  field, 
he  turned  upon  them  with  one  short  volley,  and 
then  with  the  bayonet.  They  could  not  stand  the 
charge — they  ran  towards  their  guns,  which  they 
had  brought  down  to  the  plain,  and  which  opened 
a  tremendous  fire  of  round,  grape,  and  chain  shot. 
But  another  volley  and  another  bayonet  charge 
drove  them  from  their  now  exposed  pieces ;  a 
charge  of  Lake’s  cavalry,  and  some  rounds  from 
his  flying  artillery,  completed  the  debacle  ;  and  the 
enemy  fled  to  the  banks  of  the  Jumna,  and  beyond 
that  river,  leaving  behind  them  3000  or  4000  of 
their  number  killed,  wounded,  or  prisoners,  sixty- 
eight  cannon — the  whole  of  their  artillery — a  great 
quantity  of  ammunition,  and  their  military  chest. 
While  it  lasted,  the  affair  had  been  very  hot : 
General  Lake  had  his  horse  shot  under  him,  and 
three  or  four  hundred  of  his  people  were  laid  low 
by  the  grape  and  chain  shot.  On  the  following 
morning  Lake  encamped  opposite  to  the  city  of 
Delhi,  which,  together  with  the  fort,  was  evacuated 
by  those  who  had  held  the  Mogul  in  thraldom. 
On  the  14th  of  September,  Louis  Bourquien  and 
four  other  French  officers  who  had  fought  in  the 
late  action,  surrendered  as  prisoners  of  war  in  the 
British  camp ;  on  the  1 6th  General  Lake  paid  a 
visit  to  Shah  Alum,  who  had  long  before  expressed 
his  anxious  wish  to  avail  himself  of  the  protection 
of  the  British  government,  and  this  visit  was  accom¬ 
panied  with  processions  and  pomps  of  an  extraordi¬ 
nary  kind.  The  Mogul,  who  was  now  old  and  blind, 
and  miserably  poor,  received  General  Lake  as  a 
deliverer,  and  gave  him — which  was  about  all  he 
could  give — a  series  of  sounding  Oriental  titles,  as 
The  Sword  of  the  State,  The  Hero  of  the  Land, 
The  Lord  of  the  Age,  and  The  Victorious  in  War.” 
[The  aged  descendant  of  the  great  Timour  had 
some  reason  to  rejoice  at  being  received  into 
British  protection ;  Scindiah  had  tyrannized  over 
him  in  the  most  barbarous  fashion,  and,  before 
Scindiah  had  gotten  possession  of  his  person  and 
of  his  dominions,  a  chief  named  Gholaura  Khadur 
had  struck  out  one  of  his  eyes  with  his  own  dag- 
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ger,  had  ordered  a  domestic  of  the  palace  to  de¬ 
prive  the  emperor  of  his  remaining  eye,  and,  meet¬ 
ing  a  refusal,  had  struck  off  the  servant’s  head 
with  one  stroke  of  his  scymitar.]  Another  of  the 
French  adventurers  surrendered ;  and  now  no 
military  man  of  any  note  or  ability,  of  that  nation, 
remained  in  this  part  of  India.  From  Delhi  Ge¬ 
neral  Lake  proceeded  to  Agra,  where  he  arrived 
on  the  4th  of  October.  The  garrison  in  the  fort 
returned  no  answer  to  his  summons  to  surrender  ; 
but  some  outposts  were  easily  carried,  some  of  the 
defeated  troops  deserted  to  General  Lake,  and  on 
the  nth,  when  breaching-batteries  began  to  open 
their  fire,  the  garrison  capitulated. 

So  vast  were  the  resources  of  Scindiah,  that  he 
had  been  enabled  to  send  seventeen  regular  dis¬ 
ciplined  battalions,  and  from  4000  to  5000 
horse,  to  endeavour  to  regain  possession  of  Delhi, 
w'hile  General  Lake  was  engaged  in  the  siege  of 
Agra.  On  the  27th  of  October,  when  he  had 
garrisoned  and  secured  his  last  conquest,  Lake 
started  in  search  of  this  new  enemy.  The  rains 
were  falling  heavily,  the  roads  were  in  a  wretched 
state,  and  at  some  points  they  w’ere  inundated  by 
the  enemy,  who  had  cut  the  embankments  of  re¬ 
servoirs  ;  but  speed  was  necessary,  and,  leaving 
the  rest  of  his  forces  behind  him.  Lake  pushed 
forward  with  his  cavalry  alone,  marching  from 
midnight  on  the  31st  of  October  till  seven  o’clock 
the  next  morning,  when  he  found  the  enemy  well 
posted,  with  their  right  upon  a  stream,  their  left 
on  the  village  of  Laswarree,  and  with  their  front 
provided  with  seventy-two  pieces  of  artillery. 
Lake’s  foremost  brigade  came  in  contact  with  the 
Mahrattas’  left,  and  drove  it  in  and  penetrated  into 
the  village  of  Laswarree,  which  has  given  its  name 
to  the  battle  ;*  but  here  they  were  exposed  to  a 
terrible  fire  of  cannon  and  musketry ;  Colonel  Van- 
deleur  fell,  and  Lake  thought  it  prudent  to  draw'  off 
the  brigade.  Other  brigades  who  had  attacked  at 
other  points  were  also  obliged  to  fall  back  ;  but 
they  carried  away  with  them  several  of  the  enemy’s 
guns.  The  infantry  and  artillery  which  Lake  had 
left  behind  had  started  on  their  march  at  three 
o’clock,  and  had  continued  to  march  with  such 
spirit,  that  they  performed  twenty-five  miles  in 
somewhat  less  than  eight  hours,  and  joined  him 
and  his  cavalry  a  little  before  eleven  o’clock.  At 
their  apparition  the  enemy  offered  upon  cerfain 
conditions  to  surrender  their  guns  and  retire. 
Lake,  anxious  to  stop  the  effusion  of  blood,  granted 
the  conditions  proposed ;  but,  seeing  that  they 
hesitated,  he  gave  them  one  hour  to  decide  whether 
they  would  accept  the  terms  or  fight  him.  The 
hour  expired,  and  then  the  battle  began.  On  the 
side  of  the  British  the  brunt  was  borne  by  the 
King’s  76th  regiment,  which,  with  a  battalion  and 
five  companies  of  Sepoys,  had  to  sustain  a  tre¬ 
mendous  fire  of  canister-shot  and  a  massive  charge 
of  cavalry.  “This  handful  of  heroes,”  as  Lake 
called  them,  though  thinned  by  the  enemy’s  artil- 

•  At  first,  this  affair  w.ia  called  the  Battle  of  Cassowly.  Sec  Our- 
teood's  Vtspatc/ics. 
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lery,  stood  firm,  and  repulsed  the  horse.  Then 
Major  Griffiths  was  sent  at  the  head  of  the  29th 
Dragoons  to  sweep  away  that  numerous  cavalry,  a 
duty  which  he  performed  completely,  though  not 
without  losing  his  owm  life,  being  struck  by  a 
cannon-ball.  Then  followed  the  terrible  bayonet 
charge  of  the  British  infantry,  the  right  w'ing  of 
which  was  led  by  Major-General  Ware,  who  was 
killed  by  another  cannon-shot.’*’  For  a  time  the 
enemy  seemed  determined  to  defend  their  position 
to  the  last,  disputing  every  point  inch  by  inch,  and 
only  giving  way  when  the  bayonets  were  at  their 
breast,  and  their  own  artillery  turned  against  them. 
Even  when  their  situation  had  become  altogether 
desperate,  they  continued  to  manifest  the  same 
dogged  courage :  their  left  wing  endeavoured  to 
effect  a  retreat  in  good  order ;  but  this  attempt 
was  frustrated  by  a  brilliant  charge,  made  by  the 
27th  regiment  of  Dragoons  and  a  regiment  of 
native  cavalry.  But  presently  the  mass  of  the 
enemy  either  fled  from  the  field,  or  cried  for  quarter, 
and  surrendered ;  and  all  the  artillery,  all  the 
baggage,  and  nearly  everything  belonging  to  them, 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  victors.  With  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  2000  who  surrendered,  the  whole  of  their 
17  battalions  were  destroyed.  It  was  calculated 
that  the  dead  alone  on  the  field  could  hardly  have 
been  less  than  7000.  Though  some  of  their  cavalrv 
w'ere  enabled,  by  the  fleetness  of  their  horses  and 
local  knowledge,  to  escape  destruction,  the  rest,  ex¬ 
cepting  those  who  had  the  good  fortune  to  conceal 
themselves  among  the  bazaar  people,  were  num¬ 
bered  with  the  slain.  The  English  loss  amounted 
to  172  killed  and  652  wounded.  General  Lake, 
who  had  personally  led  the  charge  of  cavalry  in  the 
morning,  who  had  afterwards  led  on  the  76th,  and 
who  had  conducted  nearly  every  operation  of  the 
day,  had  two  horses  shot  under  him,  and  saw  his 
son,  who  was  acting  as  his  aide-de-camp,  badly 
wounded  by  his  side.  But  the  battle  of  Laswarree 
most  honourably  terminated  the  mission  which  had 
been  entrusted  to  this  active  and  gallant  officer.! 
Lake  had  defeated,  routed,  annihilated  that  army 
of  Perron  which  had  caused  the  Governor-General 
such  great  and  reasonable  alarm,  and  had  placed 
in  the  hands  of  the  English  all  the  extensive  ter¬ 
ritory  watered  by  the  Jumna;  and,  between  him 
and  General  Wellesley,  the  power  of  Scindiah  and 

♦  “  Major-General  Ware  fell  dead,  his  head  heins:  carried  off  hy  a 
cannon-shot.  He  was  an  excellent  officer,  and  his  loss  was  severely 
felt  and  deeply  lamented  hy  the  whole  army.  After  his  death,  the 
command  of  the  column  devolved  upon  Colonel  Macdonald,  who, 
though  wounded,  continued  in  the  exercise  of  the  important  trust  with 
the  utmost  activity,  judgment,  and  intrepidity,  till  the  close  of  the 
action.” — Mernoirs  of  the  JVar  in  India,  conducted  by  General  Lord 
JeahCy  Commandcr-in’Chit'f,  and  Major-General  Sir  Arthur  IVellesUy 
(^Dulie'of  JVellingUm),  from  its  commencement  in  1803  to  its  terTninntiun 
tn  1806,  on  the  bnnhsof  the  liyphasiSy  ^c.  By  Major  ILilliarn  Thorny 
Captain  25tA  Light  Dragoons. 

•f  “The  17  hatlalions  annihilated  at  Laswarree  were  called  the 
Deccan  Invincibles,  and  were  considered  as  the  flower  of  Scindiah’s 
army,  which  altogether  had  made  immense  and  rapid  strides  towards 
the  point  of  perfection  of  the  best  of  European  troops.  Throughout 
this  eventful  Muhratla  war,  every  conflict  gave  evidence  of  this  im¬ 
provement,  which  wjis  attributable  to  the  connexion  of  the  natives 
w  ith  the  French,  whose  energies,  address,  and  abilities  were  exerted 
to  the  utmost  in  exasperating  the  chiefs  against  the  English,  and  in 
forming  their  subjects  into  hardy  and  disciplined  soldiers,  with  the 
view  of  thereby  overthrowing  our  dominion  in  the  East.” — Major 
Thorn,  Memoir  of  the  JVar  tn  the  Indiay 
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all  the  most  perilous  part  of  the  Mahratta  con¬ 
federacy  was  utterly  shattered  before  the  end  of 
the  year.  Scindiah  asked  for  and  obtained  a  truce 
from  Wellesley  at  the  beginning  of  November; 
but  his  ally  the  Rajah  of  Berar  still  kept  the  field; 
and  when  the  English  commander  came  up  with 
this  rajah  in  the  plains  of  Argaum,  about  20  miles 
north  of  the  Poorna  river,  he  found  Scindiah’s 
cavalry  drawn  up  with  him — -no  uncommon  in¬ 
stance  of  the  faith  with  which  these  Indian  chiefs 
observed  truces  and  treaties.  On  the  29th  of 
November,  Wellesley  attacked  and  defeated  the 
whole  host,  wdio  fled  in  the  greatest  disorder, 
leaving  38  cannon  and  all  their  ammunition  to  the 
conquerors ;  whose  cavalry  moreover  pursued  them 
by  bright  moonlight  for  several  miles,  taking  many 
elephants,  camels,  and  much  baggage.* 


After  the  battle  of  Argaum,  General  Wellesley 
determined  to  lose  no  time  in  commencing  the 
siege  of  Gawil-Ghur,  one  of  the  strongest  fortresses 
in  India,  situated  on  a  lofty  rock,  in  a  range  of 
mountains  between  the  sources  of  the  rivers  Poorna 
and  Taptee,  and  consisting  of  one  complete  inner 
fort  fronting  the  south,  where  the  rock  is  steepest, 
of  an  outer  fort  covering  the  inner  one  to  the  north¬ 
west  and  north,  and  of  a  third  wall  covering  the 
approach  to  the  rock  from  the  north  by  the  village 
of  Labada.  All  the  walls  were  strongly  built,  and 
fortified  by  ramparts  and  towers.  The  communi¬ 
cations  with  the  fort  were  through  three  gates. 
The  ascent  to  the  first  gate  was  very  long  and 
steep,  and  practicable  only  for  men ;  that  to  the 
second  was  by  a  road  used  by  the  garrison,  but  it 
wound  round  the  w’est  side  of  the  fort,  and  was 


Gawil-Ghur. 


exposed  for  a  great  distance  to  its  fire ;  the  road 
being  at  the  same  time  very  narrow,  so  as  to  render 
a  regular  approach  impracticable,  and  the  rock 
being  scarped  on  each  side  ;  the  road  to  the  third 
or  northern  gate  w'as  broad,  and  over  ground  level 
with  the  fort,  to  which  it  led  directly  from  the 
village  of  Labada ;  but  to  get  at  that  village,  it  was 
necessary  to  take  a  road  w'hich  ran  thirty  miles 
through  the  mountains,  and  it  was  obvious  that 
the  difficulty  and  labour  of  moving  ordnance  and 
stores  to  Labada  would  be  very  great.f  This  last 
road  w'as,  however,  adopted.  The  management  of 

*  “From  unavoidable  circumstances,”  says  the  general,  “wediil 
not  begin  tbe  actiou  till  late  in  the  day,  and  not  more  than  twenty 
minutes'  sun  remained  when  I  led  on  the  British  cavalry  to  the  charge. 
But  they  made  up  for  it  by  continuiug  the  imrsuit  by  nioonliglit ;  and 
all  the  troops  were  under  arms  till  a  very  late  hour  in  the  night.” 
Frimie  letter  to  the  Hun.  U.  H'ellesley,  in  Colonel  Garwood’s  IFellinyton 
DUpntches. 

t  Dispatch  from  General  Wellesley  to  the  Governor-  General,  in 
Giirwood. 


the  siege  was  entrusted  to  Colonel  Stevenson,  Ge¬ 
neral  Wellesley  covering  his  operations  with  his 
own  division  and  with  all  the  cavalry,  and  intend¬ 
ing  if  possible  to  assist  by  making  attacks  from  the 
southward  and  westward,  while  the  colonel  at¬ 
tacked  from  the  north.  It  took  Stevenson  from 
the  ^th  of  December  to  the  12th  to  reacli  Labada; 
and  during  those  five  days  the  troops  in  his  divi¬ 
sion  went  through  a  series  of  laborious  services, 
such  as  nohody  with  the  army  had  ever  witnessed 
before,  and  that  too  with  the  utmost  cheerfulness 
as  well  as  perseverance.  The  heavy  ordnance  and 
stores  w'ere  dragged  by  hand  over  mountains,  and 
through  ravines,  for  nearly  the  whole  distance,  by 
roads  which  it  had  been  previously  necessary  for 
the  soldiers  to  make  for  themselves.  By  the  12th 
at  night,  how'ever,  Colonel  Stevenson  had  broken 
ground,  and  erected  two  batteries  in  front  of  the 
north  face  of  the  fort  of  Gawil-Ghur  ;  and  on 

m2 


84 


HISTORY  OF  THE  REIGN  OF  GEORGE  III.  [Book  III. 


the  same  night  General  Wellesley’s  division  con¬ 
structed  one  battery  on  the  mountain  under  tlie 
southern  gate,  with  the  view  to  breach  the  wall 
near  that  gate,  or,  at  all  events,  to  distract  the 
enemy  by  drawing  tlieir  attention  to  that  quarter. 
The  enemy’s  garrison  was  numerous  :  it  consisted 
of  Rajpoots,  and  of  a  great  body  of  regular  in¬ 
fantry,  who  had  escaped  from  the  battle  of  Argaum, 
and  who  were  all  well  armed  with  English  muskets 
and  bayonets;  but  on  the  15th,  some  breaches 
being  made,  and  the  outer  walls  carried  by  storm, 
the  light  infantry  of  the  94th  regiment,  headed  by 
Captain  Campbell,  fixed  their  ladders  against  the 
inner  fort,  in  which  no  breach  whatever  had  been 
made,  gallantly  cscaladed  the  high  wall,  and 
opened  the  gate  for  the  stormiug-party,  who,  in  a 
trice,  were  entire  masters  of  every  part  of  the  for¬ 
tress.  Vast  numbers  of  the  garrison  were  killed, 
particularly  at  the  dill'crent  gateways  ;  their  ge¬ 
neral  or  commander,  Eeny  Sing,  and  his  killadar, 
were  found  buried,  like  Tippoo  at  Seringapatam, 
amidst  a  heap  of  slain  near  the  gateway ;  and 
some  of  the  Rajpoot  chiefs,  according  to  the  cus¬ 
tom  of  their  country,  had  put  their  wives  and 
daughters  to  death  before  going  out  to  meet  tlieir 
own.*  On  the  ITth  of  December,  or  two  days 
after  the  fall  of  Gawil-Gliur,  the  Rajah  of  Bcrar 
signed  the  conditions  of  peace  which  Wellesley 
dictated,  adding  to  the  Company  the  important 
province  of  Cuttack,  with  the  district  of  Balasore, 
and  dismissing  all  the  Erencli  or  other  European 
officers  in  his  service.  Before  the  Rajah  ratified 
the  treaty.  General  Wellesley  had  made  three 
marches  towards  Nagpoor,  “  in  order  to  keep  alive 
the  impression  under  which  it  was  evident  that 
the  treaty  had  been  concluded.”  As  soon  as 
Scindiah  found  that  the  Rajah  had  made  peace,  he 
began  to  be  alarmed,  and  to  implore  to  be  allowed 
to  negotiate  ;  and  on  the  30th  of  December  he 
signed  a  treaty  of  peace,  by  which  he  yielded  to 
the  Company  all  the  country  between  the  Jumna 
and  the  Ganges,  besides  numerous  forts,  territories, 
rights,  and  interests  ;  engaging  to  conform  to  the 
treaties  which  the  Conqiany  had  made  with  the 
Peishwa,  to  recognise  the  right  of  the  Peishwa 
to  the  territories  which  the  Company  had  ]mt  him 
in  possession  of,  and,  in  case  of  any  difference  after¬ 
wards  between  him  and  the  Peishwa,  to  admit  the 
mediation,  arbitration,  and  final  decision  of  the 
Comjiany.  bcindiah  also  agreed  to  tlismiss  such 
European  officers  as  he  yet  had,  and  (as  the 
Rajah  of  Bcrar  had  also  done)  “  never  to  take  or 
retain  in  his  service  any  Frenchman,  or  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  any  other  European  or  American  power  the 
government  of  which  may  be  at  war  with  the 
British  government  ;  or  any  British  subject, 
whether  I'juropean  or  native  of  India,  without  the 
consent  of  the  British  government.” 

In  the.  course  of  these  campaigns  an  immense 
extent  of  country  had  been  traversed,  separate 
co-operating  corps  liad  been  moved  with  a  rare 


•  Cntoncl  Uurwoml.  W|.lliMKtnn  llispnlclic-i,  .nut  .Tonninl  of  M-.iioi-- 
l.ruenil  Sir  Jasper  .NiclioUs,  as  quoted  by  Colouel  Uurwooil. 


regularity  and  intelligence,  and  had,  when  neces- 
sarv,  been  brought  to  a  junction  with  admirable 
precision  as  to  time  and  place;  the  commissariat 
deiuirtments  had  been  managed  better  than  ever 
they  had  been  before  by  an  English  army,  whether 
in  Europe,  Asia,  or  America,  since  the  days  of  the 
great  Marlborough;  the  staff  officers  had  surveyed 
the  country  with  a  much  improved  skill,  the  army 
made  no  blunders  through  that  want  of  proper 
intelligence  which  had  so  often  been  felt  elsewhere ; 
the  marches  had  been  more  rapid,  as  well  as  more 
certain ;  and,  altogether,  there  was  visible  an  im¬ 
mense  improvement,  which  few  or  none  will  dis¬ 
pute  was  mainly  due  to  the  practice  and  example 
of  Arthur  Wellesley.  In  a  private  letter  to  one 
of  his  brothers,  the  great  and  accomplished  soldier 
said  at  the  time — “  The  operations  of  this  war 
have  afforded  numerous  instances  of  improvement 
in  our  means  of  communication,  of  obtaining  in¬ 
telligence,  and,  above  all,  of  movement.  Marches 
such  as  I  have  made  iu  this  war  were  never  known 
or  thought  of  before.  In  the  last  eight  days  of  the 
month  of  October,  I  marched  above  120  miles, 
and  passed  through  two  Ghauts  Avith  heavy  guns 
and  all  the  equipments  of  the  troops,  and  this 
without  injury  to  the  efficiency  of  the  army  ;  and 
in  the  few  days  previous  to  this  battle  (Argaum), 
Avhen  I  had  determined  to  go  into  Berar,  1  never 
moved  less  than  betAveen  seventeen  and  twenty 
miles,  and  I  inarched  twenty-six  miles  on  the  day 
on  Avhich  it  Avas  fought.”*  It  was  in  this  great  field 
of  India,  Avhere  alone  a  British  officer  could  noAv 
have  the  handling  of  great  masses  of  men,  that 
Arthur  Wellesley  prepared  himself  for  the  duties 
Avhich  he  hud  afterwards  to  perform  in  I’ortugal 
and  Spain,  and  that  he  laid  the  groumlAvovk  of  the 
lofty  and  enduring  edifice  of  the  fame  of  the  Duke 
of  Wellington. 

In  the  course  of  this  same  year  the  enterprising 
Governor-General  of  India  had  set  in  motion  a 
third  and  a  fourth  army  against  the  Mahratta  con¬ 
federacy,  the  existence  of  Avhich,  formidable  iu 
itself,  might  have  become  in  the  highest  degree 
dangerous,  if  Bonaparte  could  have  succeeded  in 
throwing  any  considerable  force  into  Ilindostan. 
As  clseAvhere,  the  progress  of  British  arms  Avas 
favoured  by  intestine  dissensions,  disputed  succes¬ 
sions,  and  furious  jealousies  among  the  Mahratta 
chiefs.  Colonel  Powell,  starting  from  Allahabad, 
Avith  troops  belonging  to  the  Bengal  establishment, 
overran  the  often-disjnited  province  of  Bundelcuud, 
reducing  the  forts,  and  establishing  the  authority 
of  the  Company.  Powell  fought  one  pitched 
battle  near  Capsah,  in  Avliich,  as  usual,  the  enemv 
made  good  use  of  their  artillery,  but  Avere  routed 
Avith  loss.  Fort  Caljiee,  on  the  south-Avestern  side 
of  the  .Jumna,  and  Gwalior,  Avhich  commands  an 
important  pass  and  defends  the  frontiers  of  Gohud, 
were  the  most  important  of  the  fortresses  taken. 
Gwalior,  Avliich  had  once  been  in  our  possc.-^sion, 
but  Avhich  had  been  ceded  by  treaty  to  a  faithless 
ally,  had  ever  been  considered  a  military  post  of 

*  Lettor  to  the  Hon.  II.  WcUosley,  alroaily  ciU'd, 
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the  greatest  importance :  the  fort  in  strength  and 
situation  resembled  Gawil-Ghur,  standing  on  avery 
steep  hill,  which  was  long  and  narrow  at  the  top, 
and  dipped  almost  perpendicularly  at  the  sides.  To 
block  up  some  other  passes  through  which  the 
Mahrattas  might  make  inroads,  as  soon  as  Powell 
had  secured  his  footing  in  Bundelcund,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Broughton  was  detached  to  the  eastern 
provinces  of  Berar,  to  seize  the  fortress  of  Sum- 
balpore,  to  drive  out  some  freebooting  bands,  and 
to  destroy  or  scatter  the  only  Mahratta  force  which 
was  left  anywhere  in  the  country  between  Bundel¬ 
cund,  Berar,  and  Cuttack.  Cutting  a  road  for  his 
artillery  across  a  deep  and  extensive  forest,  and 
overcoming  every  obstacle,  Broughton  executed 
every  ])art  of  the  task  entrusted  to  him.  Colonel 
Harcourt,  with  a  division  of  the  Madras  army 
which  had  been  stationed  in  the  Northern  Circars, 
marched  from  Gamjam  on  the  8th  of  September  to 
drive  the  Mahratta  chiefs  out  of  Cuttack,  a  pro¬ 
vince  which  was  actually  in  our  possession  before 
the  Rajah  of  Berar  formally  ceded  it  by  treaty. 
The  Mahrattas  oir  the  frontier  fled,  the  Bramins 
of  Juggernaut  placed  their  pagoda  and  idol  under 
British  protection,  which  in  itself  was  a  very  im¬ 
portant  advantage;  and,  after  some  delay,  occa¬ 
sioned  by  the  rains,  Harcourt  continued  his  ad¬ 
vance,  entered  the  city  of  Cuttack,  and  laid  siege 
to  the  fort,  a  place  of  considerable  strength,  having 
only  one  entrance  by  a  narrow  bridge,  over  a  wet 
ditch  of  enormous  dimensions.  But  a  co-operating 
force,  detached  from  the  Bengal  army,  and  which 
might  be  called  a  sixth  army,  or  corps  d’armee, 
had  landed  at  Ballasore  on  the  21st  of  September, 
and,  after  getting  ])ossession  of  all  the  country  on 
the  coast,  sent  forward  reinforcements  to  Cuttack 
to  assist  in  the  siege  of  the  fortress.  That  place 
was  stormed  and  taken  on  the  14th  of  October, 
and  the  fall  of  the  fort  left  Harcourt  undisputed 
master  of  the  whole  of  the  province.  In  Har- 
court’s  operations,  as  in  all  the  rest  of  this  far- 
extending  extraordinary  campaign,  there  was  a 
plan  of  co-operation  and  mutual  assistance :  as 
soon  as  he  had  capttired  tlie  great  fortress  of  Cut¬ 
tack  he  detached  Major  Forbes  to  occupy  the  defile 
of  Bermuth,  which  forms  the  only  entrance  into 
the  province  of  Cuttack  through  the  chain  of 
mountains  which  separated  it  from  the  states  of  the 
Rajah  of  Berar.  Forbes  performed  his  duty  ad¬ 
mirably  ;  several  of  the  neighbouring  rajahs  flew' 
from  the  tyranny  of  the  great  Rajah  of  Berar,  and 
threw  themselves  under  the  protection  of  the  Bri¬ 
tish  ;  the  pass  of  Bermuth  was  secured  ;  and  in  a 
few  weeks  Colonel  Harcourt  and  the  troops  that 
had  conquered  Cuttack  defiled  through  it,  and  co¬ 
operated  with  General  Wellesley,  distracting  the 
attention  of  the  enemy  while  he  advanced  and 
captured  Gawil-Ghur.  In  all  these  combined 
movements  of  different  corps,  from  such  opposite 
points  and  over  so  extensive  a  range  of  country, 
scarcely  one  error  of  any  consequence  appears  to 
have  been  committed,  the  different  detachments 
meeting  at  the  very  time  and  place  appointed,  and, 


whether  close  together  or  far  asunder,  moving  like 
different  wheels  of  one  great  machine,  set  in  mo¬ 
tion  by  one  master  power. 

The  seat  of  war  had  extended  nearly  all  over 
the  continent  of  India,  and  had  exhibited  in 
the  short  space  of  four  months  four  general  and 
well-contested  battles,  and  eight  regular  sieges  and 
stormings  of  fortresses.  British  valour  and  military 
genius  (for  even  the  high  word  genius  is  applica¬ 
ble  here)  had  triumphed  over  accumulated  obsta¬ 
cles,  the  combination  of  truly  formidable  powers, 
and  over  every  advantage  arising  to  the  enemy 
from  local  position,  military  means  (especially  in 
their  immense  and  well-served  trains  of  artillery), 
and  numerical  strength,  which  had  been  so  im¬ 
proved  by  French  training  and  discipline.  The 
armies  which  Wellington  had  fought  at  Assaye 
and  Argaum,  and  w'hich  Lake  had  fought  at  Delhi 
and  Laswarree,  were  not  what  Indian  armies  had 
been  in  the  days  of  Clive  and  Coote,  but  admirably 
officered,  and  capable  of  contending  with  most  of 
the  armies  of  Europe.  And,  should  any  attempt 
be  made  to  diminish  the  reputation  of  our  two  com¬ 
manders  by  quoting  the  native  superiority  of  Bri¬ 
tish  and  Irish-bred  soldiers,  it  ought  to  be  remem¬ 
bered  that  the  number  of  Europeans  either  in 
Lake’s  or  Wellesley’s  army  was  comparatively 
small;  that  the  mass  of  their  materials  were  of 
native  growth,  were  Indians  like  those  that  were 
serving  in  the  armies  of  Scindiah ;  and  that  the 
disparity  of  numbers  was  so  great  that,  if  every 
European  under  Lake  or  Wellesley,  or  in  the 
separate  corps  operating  with  them,  should  be 
counted  as  worth  three  well-armed  and  disciplined 
natives,  the  British  force  would  still  be  greatly  in¬ 
ferior.* 

The  signal  successes  of  the  year  1803  gave  to 
the  British  empire  other  advantages  besides  the 
acquisition  of  the  Mahratta  dominions  between 
the  Jumna  and  the  Ganges:  they  secured,  by  the 
possession  of  Delhi,  Agra,  and  Calpee,  the  mastery 
and  free  navigation  of  the  Jumna,  with  an  im¬ 
portant  tract  of  country  along  the  right  bank  of 
that  river ;  they  gave  us  the  greater  part  of  the 
rich  province  of  Bundelcund,  the  whole  of  Cut¬ 
tack  in  Orissa,  and  the  most  valuable  territory  in 
Guzerat,  with  valuable  ports  which  were  before  ac¬ 
cessible  to  the  enemy — our  mortal  enemy,  France, 
— thereby  securing  the  navigation  along  that  im¬ 
mense  coast,  from  the  mouths  of  the  Ganges  to 
the  mouth  of  the  Indus;  and,  furthermore,  they 
gave  to  the  Company  a  stronger  frontier  in  the 
Deccan,  and  to  our  allies,  the  Nizam  and  the 
Peishwa,  an  important  accession  of  strength. f 
A  metaphysician  writing  after  the  fact,  and  far  re¬ 
moved  from  the  danger,  splitting  fine  straws  in 
a  quiet  suburb  of  that  great  capital  wdiich  has 

*  Major  Thorn  calculates  the  numeTOUs  Mahratta  armies  brought 
into  the  field  iu  the  whole  course  ol'llie  campaign,  at  250,000  men  ; 
and  the  corps  organised  by  their  French  auxiliaries  at  40,000  more,  at 
the  least. 

y  -f-  Major  Tliorn’s  Memoir  of  the  War  in  India. — In  all,  upwards  of 
1000  pieces  of  cannon  had  been  captured  by  Lake,  Wellesley,  and 
their  subordinates,  together  with  ammunition,  treasure,  and  stores  in 
proportion. 
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not  heard  the  sound  of  real  war,  nor  in  reality  ever 
been  exposed  to  the  risk  of  hearing  it,  for  so 
many  ages,  may  undervalue  the  services  performed 
by  Lake  and  the  two  illustrious  brothers,  and  may 
underrate  and  split,  or  shave  down  to  nothing, 
the  danger  with  which  we  were  threatened  by 
French  intrigue  and  the  Mahratta  confederacy, 
emboldened  by  hopes  of  important  succours  from 
France,  which  were  actually  on  their  way  before 
the  coup-de-grace  was  struck  (in  Admiral  Linois’s 
ships),  and  which  might,  by  the  unsteady  chances 
of  wind  and  weather  and  the  casualties  of  the 
ocean,  have  been  allowed  to  reach  their  destina¬ 
tion  ;  but  the  British  subjects  who  were  living  in 
India,  whose  lives  or  property,  or  both,  were  at 
stake,  who  knew  the  animus  and  the  means  of 
Scindiah  and  his  allies,  and  who  saw  all  the  danger 
from  a  near  point,  certainly  entertained  notions 
very  different  from  those  of  the  not  very  national 
historian  of  British  India.  Some  of  these  ideas 
were  well  and  honestly  expressed,  at  the  termina¬ 
tion  of  the  war,  in  an  address  presented  by  the 
British  inhabitants  of  Calcutta  to  the  Governor- 
General,  Lord  Wellesley.  These  Englishmen 
stated  that,  at  a  moment  when  the  renewal  of  war 
in  Europe  was  certain,  the  menacing  attitude  of 
the  armies  assembled  by  the  Mahratta  princes  and 
the  uncontrolled  authority  exercised  by  French  ad¬ 
venturers  over  the  disciplined  troops  of  Scindiah 
could  not  have  been  viewed  without  extreme  anx¬ 
iety,  nor  have  been  suffered  to  continue  without 
endangering  the  whole  of  our  Eastern  empire ;  and, 
after  a  proper  tribute  paid  to  the  army  and  its 
gallant  and  skilful  commanders,  they  said  that  the 
British  power  in  India  had  been  raised  to  the 
proudest  pre-eminence ;  that,  “  by  this  auspicious 
conclusion  of  a  rapid  and  glorious  war,  the  enemies 
of  the  British  empire  were  humbled,  French  influ¬ 
ence  was  annihilated,  our  allies  were  encouraged, 
our  resources  enlarged  and  solidly  established,  and 
the  British  dominions  in  India  rendered  at  once 
more  secure  of  enjoying  the  advantages  of  peace, 
and  more  capable  of  repelling  the  dangers  of  war.” 
The  British  residing  in  the  presidencies  of  Madras 
and  Bombay  wmre  not  behind  those  residing  in 
Bengal  in  expressing  their  sense  of  the  great 
danger  they  had  been  exposed  to,  and  in  testifying 
their  gratitude  for  the  services  which  had  rescued 
the  whole  of  our  Eastern  settlements  from  a  state 
of  jeopardy,  and  fixed  them  upon  a  basis  of  better 
and  more  permanent  security. 

Early  in  the  spring  of  the  following  year  (1804) 
General  Wellesley  crossed  the  Godavery  to  put 
down  the  independent  freebooting  parties,  frag¬ 
ments  of  Scindiah’s  armies,  and  gangs  of  banditti 
from  nearly  all  parts  of  India,  who  were  plunder¬ 
ing  and  devastating  the  whole  of  the  Western 
Deccan.  He  offered  terms  to  the  chiefs  of  these 
freebooters,  and  allowed  them  five  days  to  dismiss 
their  troops  and  come  into  his  camp.  But,  at  the  ex¬ 
piration  of  that  time  on  the  4th  of  February,  he  en¬ 
deavoured  to  cut  them  off  l)y  making  forced  marches 
over  eighty  miles  of  the  roughest  country,  to  the  spot 
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where  they  were  encamped.  His  secret  was  be¬ 
trayed  by  some  of  the  natives  following  his  own 
army,  or  he  would  have  taken  them  by  surprise  in 
their  camp.  As  they  fled,  he  followed  them  with 
the  British  cavalry  in  one  column  acting  upon  the 
right  of  their  rear,  while  the  Mysore  cavalry  and 
the  cavalry  of  the  re-established  Peishwa  pursued 
the  centre  and  left.  The  marauders,  for  the  most 
part  cavalry,  were  greatly  superior  in  numbers  to 
their  pursuers,  and  were  furnished  with  field-pieces. 
In  one  small  affair  the  British  cavalry  and  the 
Mysore  cavalry  killed  a  great  number  of  them,  and 
captured  some  of  their  guns.  Wellesley  then  fol¬ 
lowed  them  with  astonishing  rapidity  from  hill 
to  hill,  nor  ceased  his  pursuit  until  he  had  entirely 
destroyed  or  dispersed  them,  and  captured  all  their 
artillery,  ammunition,  baggage,  and  bazaars.* 
The  fatigue  was  excessive  ;  not  a  few  of  Wellesley’s 
horses  and  men  died  of  it :  he  himself  describes 
the  marches  made  as  being  “  terrible,”  and  after 
the  lapse  of  many  years,  and  many  other  arduous 
services,  he  still  spoke  of  this  as  the  most  laborious 
service  in  which  he  had  ever  been  engaged.^ 
There  was  more  ignorance  than  insolence  in  the 
notion  which  suggested  to  Napoleon  Bonaparte 
and  his  echoes  the  contemptuous  expression  of 
‘  Sepoy  General.’ 

As  General  Wellesley  took  little  or  no  part  in 
the  war  which  followed  with  Holkar  and  a  new 
but  much  weaker  confederacy  than  that  whose 
spear  had  been  broken  by  himself  and  General 
Lake,  and  as  this  flying  campaign  beyond  the 
Godavery  concluded  his  important  military  ser¬ 
vices  in  India,  we  may  briefly  allude  in  this  place 
to  his  equally  important  civil  services.  In  the 
month  of  July  (1804)  having,  in  pursuance  of 
orders  from  his  brother  the  Governor-General, 
broken  up  the  army  in  the  Deccan,  and  returned 
to  Seringapatam,  General  Wellesley  received  an 
address  from  the  native  inhabitants,  which,  in  sim¬ 
ple,  unaffected,  sincere,  and  truthful  words,  ex¬ 
pressed  the  gratitude  of  the  people  of  Mysore  for 
the  tranquillity  and  happiness  they  had  enjoyed 
under  his  government.^  The  whole  of  the  Mysore 
had  been  well  administered  under  his  vigilant 

*  “  These  numerous  and  formidable  bands  of  ifreebooters,^  who 
were  the  terror  of  the  country,  were  daily  increasing  in  numbers,  and 
had  already  defeated  a  Imdy  of  the  Soubah's  troops,  and  luid  taken 
from  tliem  the  guns  whicli  I  liave  retaken.” — Letter  to  the  Goverrotr- 
Ocneral,  in  Gurivmjd's  G'diington  Dispatches. 

-[•  Colonel  Ourwood’s  DUpatclies. — Andre  Vieusseux’s  Military  Life 
of  the  Duke  of  Wellington. — Major  William 'l*horn,  Memoirs  of  the 
War  in  India. 

X  The  address,  which  was  presented  on  the  6th  of  July,  1804,  was  to 
this  eflect: — 

“We,  the  native  inhabitants  of  .Seringapatam,  have  reposeil  for 
live  auspicious  years  under  the  shadow  ot  your  jtrotection. 

“  We  have  felt,  even  during  your  absence,  in  the  midst  of  battle  and 
of  victory,  that  your  care  for  our  prosperity  had  l>een  extended  to  us 
in  ;is  ample  a  manner  as  if  no  other  ol>jecl  had  occupied  your  mind. 

“  We  are  pre^Miring  to  jwrform,  in  our  s<?veral  castes,  the  duties  of 
thanksgiving  and  of  sacnlice  to  the  pres<*r\  ink'  t»od,  w)»o  has  brought 
vou  )>ack  iu  safety ;  and  we  present  oursehes  in  person  to  express  our 

Joy. 

‘‘  As  your  lal)our8  have  been  crowned  w ith  victory,  so  may  your 
repose  l>e  graced  with  lionours.  .May  you  long  continue  [vrsonally 
to  dispense  to  us  that  full  stream  of  security  and  happiness,  which. we 
first  received  with  wonder,  and  continue  to  enjoy  with  gratitude;  and, 
when  greater  affairs  shall  call  you  from  us,  may  the  Crxi  of  all  castes 
and  all  nations  deign  to  hear  with  favour  our  humble  and  constant 
prayers  for  your  health,  your  glory,  and  your  happiness.” — Colonel 
Ourufood,  JrellingU/n  Dispatches, 
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superintendence ;  numerous  abuses,  on  the  part  of 
the  civil  as  well  as  the  military  servants  of  the 
Company,  had  been  checked ;  and  agriculture  and 
trade  had  flourished,  while  the  storm  of  war  was 
raging  in  other  parts  of  India.  Deserted  villages, 
of  which  the  tigers,  the  jackals,  and  the  wild 
dogs  of  the  Ghauts  had  taken  possession,  were 
again  occupied  bv  industrious  and  thriving  people , 
and,  while  there  was  a  security  for  the  great  and 
the  wealthv,  such  as  had  never  been  known  under 
Hyder  A.li  or  his  son  Tippoo,  there  was  also  pro¬ 
tection  and  safety  for  the  poorest.  Against  all 
who  put  in  practice  any  foul  money-getting  trick, 
or  assisted  in  any  act  of  peculation,  corruption,  or 
oppression,  the  general  was  ruthless,  driving  such 
men,  whatever  might  be  their  patronage  or  their 
connexions,  from  their  rank,  stations,  and  employ¬ 
ment.  During  the  five  years  of  General  Wel¬ 
lesley’s  government,  the  whole  country  had  in  fact 
acquired  a  higher  degree  of  prosperity  than  could 
possibly  have  been  expected  in  so  short  a  time ; 
and  through  this  prosperity  it  had  been  enabled  in 
some  degree  to  repay,  by  the  efficacy  of  its  assist¬ 
ance  in  the  hour  of  emergency,  when  Scindiah’s 
confederacy  and  Perron’s  disciplined  army  showed 
their  formidable  front,  the  benefits  which  it  had 
derived  from  British  influence,  protection,  and 
power.  And  yet,  during  all  this  time,  large  sums 
had  been  annually  appropriated  to  the  construction 
or  repair  of  tanks,  watercourses,  roads,  bridges, 
and  other  works,  which  tended  to  the  further  im¬ 
provement  and  increase  of  the  agriculture,  trade, 
and  other  resources  of  the  country.  The  best 
attestation  to  the  merits  of  the  system  is  to  be 
found  in  the  faet  that  great  numbers  of  strangers 
from  other  parts  of  Hindostan  came  and  settled 
in  Mysore,  and  materially  aided  in  improving  the 
agriculture  and  the  entire  aspect  of  the  country. 
An  admirable  police  was  organised,  and  a  military 
plan  arranged,  bv  which,  between  standing  troops 
well  disciplined  and  a  sort  of  militia,  IMysore 
could  at  any  time,  on  a  few  days’  notice,  bring 
40,000  men  into  the  field,  without  confusion, 
without  anv  great  expense,  and  without  oppression 
or  violence  of  any  kind  ;  and  with  a  force  like 
this  the  IMvsoreans  could  not  only  defend  their 
own  territories,  but  also  spare  troops  to  the  Com¬ 
pany  for  operations  far  beyond  their  own  frontiers. 
The'  IVIysore  cavalry,  which  had  been  serving 
under  Wellesley  in  the  Scindiah  campaign  and  in 
pursuit  of  the  freebooters,  had  behaved  admirably 
well. 

In  March,  1805,  when  he  was  on  the  point  of 
leaving  the  East  for  ever,  the  native  inhabitants 
of  Seringapatam,  Hindus  and  Mussulmans,  pre¬ 
sented  another  address  to  the  Major-General,  ex¬ 
pressing  again  their  gratitude  for  the  tranquillity, 
securitv,  and  happiness  they  had  enjoyed  under 
his  auspicious  protection;  their  respect  for  the 
brilliant  exploits  he  had  achieved  in  the  field  of 
battle,  and  their  reverence  for  his  affability  and 
benevolence ;  concluding  with  a  prayer  to  God  to 
grant  him  health  and.  a  safe  and  pleasant  voyage 
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to  Europe,  but  with  the  expression  of  an  earnest 
hope  for  his  speedy  return  to  the  country,  once 
more  to  extend  and  uphold  that  protection  over 
them,  which  his  extensive  local  knowledge  of  their 
customs  and  manners  was  so  capable  of  afford- 
ing.* 

And  in  the  Deccan  and  at  Poonah  the  conduct  of 
this  great  man  was  equally  admirable,  and  equally 
productive  of  important  advantages,  whether  we 
consider  the  natives,  or  the  mere  interests  of  the 
Company  or  of  the  British  nation.  In  particular,  he 
curbed  the  vindictive  hand  of  the  expelled  Peishwa, 
whom  our  arms  had  restored,  and  who,  like  the  ge¬ 
nerality  of  Indian  princes,  knew  nothing  of  forgive¬ 
ness,  being,  in  Wellesley’s  own  words,  “  callous  to 
everything  but  money  and  revenge,”  and  as  treache¬ 
rous*  as  he  was  vindictive  and  rapacious.  He  inter¬ 
posed  in  many  cases  where  the  Peishwa  would 
have  delus;ed  the  country  with  blood ;  he  saved 
many  chiefs  who  would  otherwise  have  been  put 
to  death  or  driven  out  of  the  country  for  the  aid 
they  had  given  Scindiah  in  expelling  the  Peishwa. 
He*  concluded  one  of  his  dispatches  with  these 
remarkable  words :  “  The  war  will  be  eternal  if 
nobody  is  ever  to  be  forgiven ;  and  I  certainly 
think  that  the  British  government  cannot  intend 
to  make  the  British  troops  the  instruments  of  the 
Peishwa’s  revenge.”  He  also  found  it  necessary, 
on  more  than  one  occasion,  to  teach  forgiveness, 
or  calmness  and  moderation,  to  the  civil  govern¬ 
ment  residing  at  Calcutta.  “Mhen,”  said  he, 
“  the  power  of  the  Company  is  so  great,  little  dirty 
passions  must  not  be  suffered  to  guide  its  mea¬ 
sures.”'!' 

For  our  home  defence,  the  volunteer  associations 
alone  furnished  in  the  course  of  the  year  300,000 
men,  who  were  all  well  equipped,  and  who  in  the 
course  of  a  few  months  more  were  well  trained  in 
the  use  of  arms.  The  constant  drilling  and  re¬ 
viewing  of  these  corps  kept  up  the  martial  spirit, 
and  at  the  same  time  put  down  the  thought 
of  anv  necessitv  for  a  levy  en  fnctsse,  even  if  a 
landing  should  be  effected  by  Bonaparte— an 
event  which  seemed  less  and  less  probable,  as  his 
own  coasts  were  insulted  and  blockaded  or  n  atched 
from  the  mouth  of  the  Scheldt  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Garonne,  and  as  our  fleets  were  riding  triumphant 
in  everv  sea.  It  was  in  vain  that  Bonaparte  tra¬ 
velled  i'n  great  state  along  all  the  north-western 
line  of  coast ;  that  he  tarried  for  a  while  at  and  re¬ 
peatedly  visited  his  camp  at  Boulogne,  the  finger¬ 
posts  on  the  route  to  which  were  inscribed  Chemin 

•  The  European  officers  who  had  been  serving  under  General  Wel- 
leslev,  in  their  address,  presented  on  the  same  occasion,  warmly  ex¬ 
press  their  admiration  of  his  ertalted  talents  and  splendid  achieve¬ 
ments,  of  his  consideration  and  justice  in  command,  which  had  made 
ob^ience  a  pleasure,  and  of  that  frank  condescension  in  the  private 
intercourse^of  life,  which  it  was  their  ;pride  individually  to  acknow¬ 
ledge.  Thev  regretted  his  departure,  they  too  hoped  for  bis  speedy 
return  to  Iniia,  aud  they  ended  with  the  words,  “  But  in  whatever 
quarter  of  the  globe  further  honours  aud  distinctions  shall  await  you, 
onr  sincerest  good  wishes  will  constantly  follow  your  ca^r ;  aud  we 
now  beg  vou  to  accept  our  most  respectful,  but  must  cordial,  farewell.” 
The  good’  wishes  of  these  officerslin  India  were  realised,  and  perhaps 
bevond  the  expectation  even  of  those  who  w  ere  most  sanguine,  or 
wlio  best  knew  aU  that  was  in  him,  in  the  Peninsular  war,  and  on  the 
field  of  W aterloo. 

f  Colonel  Gurwood,  Wellington  Dispatches. 
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de  Londres  (Road  to  London)  ;*  that  spirit-stirring 
addresses  were  delivered  to  the  troops,  and  that 
recourse  was  had  to  omens  and  exciting  historical 
recollections  : — the  far-resounding  sea  was  there 
before  them,  and  they  could  not  hope  to  pass  it  in 
their  flat-bottomed  boats  and  their  frail  embarka¬ 
tions  in  the  presence  of  our  ships  of  war,  that  seemed 
omnipresent. 

Parliament  re-assemhled  on  the  22nd  of  No¬ 
vember.  The  speech  from  the  throne,  delivered 
by  the  king  in  person,  dwelt  upon  those  successes 
in  the  West  Indies,  to  which  perhaps  too  much 
importance  was  always  attached,  and  upon  the 
easy  suppression  of  the  Irish  insurrection ;  alluding 
also  to  the  conclusion  of  a  friendly  convention  with 
Sweden,  for  the  purpose  of  adjusting  certain  dif¬ 
ferences  about  maritime  rights,  arising  out  of  an 
article  in  an  old  treaty  concluded  by  our  Charles  II. 
Scarcely  any  opposition  was  offered  to  the  ad¬ 
dresses.!  The  Houses  occupied  themselves,  down 

*  Fecchio,  Vita  di  Foscolo. 

-t  In  the  Commons,  Mr.  Fox,  declnrin"  that  he  did  not  wish  to  dis- 
pvite  the  statements  of  the  mover  and  the  seconder,  or  to  disturb  tile 
unanimity  which  seemed  so  much  to  he  desired,  adverted  to  two 
points,  one  of  winch  was  omitted,  and  the  other  particularly  alluded 
to  in  the  kind’s  speecli.  The  first  w;is  the  mediation  of  Russia,  re* 
speetins  which  he  thought  the  House  was  entitled  to  some  informa¬ 
tion.  In  the  last  session  the  noble  secretary  for  foreign  affairs  had 
stated  that  ministers  were  disposed  to  accept  the  mediation  of  Russia 
—to  hear  the  ideas  of  the  court  of  .St.  I’etersburg.  and  to  state  their 
own  opinion  of  the  means  most  likely  to  l)ring  alwut  a  good  under¬ 
standing  between  this  country  and  France.  After  ministers  had  been 
so  pledged,  and  after  so  much  time  had  elapsed,  he  had  expected  some 
intimation  in  the  speech  from  the  throne  of  the  success  of  those  nego¬ 
tiations.  His  other  point  was  Ireland  and  her  troubles.  He  could 
not  allow  that  the  late  insurrection  had  been  lirought  about  (as  im- 


to  the  Christmas  holidays,  with  passing  acts  to 
continue  in  Ireland  the  suspension  of  the  Habeas 
Corpus  Act  and  the  prolongation  of  martial  law, 
and  to  grant  certain  exemptions  in  favour  of  the 
volunteers  in  Great  Britain. 

A.D.  1804.  Parliament  had  scarcely  re-assem¬ 
bled  after  the  Christmas  recess  ere  it  was  known 
that  the  king  was  suffering  under  an  attack  of  his 
old  malady.  On  the  14th  of  February  it  was 
publicly  announced,  by  an  official  bulletin  issued 
at  the  palace  of  St.  James’s,  that  his  majesty  was 
much  indisposed ;  and  a  succession  of  similar  no¬ 
tices,  notwithstanding  the  customary  oliscurity  of 
the  language,  left  little  doubt  as  to  the  serious 
nature  of  the  complaint.  The  intelligence  carried 

plied  in  the  king’s  speerlO  entirely  by  French  influence,  since  the 
leaders  of  it  expressly  disavoned  such  notions,  and  disclain'ed  any 
connexion  with  France.  He  thought  that  our  own  misgovernment  of 
Ireland  w;»s  suflicieut  to  account  for  what  had  luippened  ;  that  it  was 
vain  to  look  for  tranquillity  in  that  country  until  tlie  political  system 
Avas  ameliorated ;  and  that  the  House  ought  not  to  give  too  much  con- 
fulence  to  the  general  assertions  that  were  so  fre()uenlly  made,  and 
that  had  lieen  made  in  the  last  session,  even  up  to  the  day  of  the 
breaking  out  of  the  insurrection,  respecting  the  loyalty  of  the  Irish 
people. 

Addington  concisely  replied.  The  fact  w’as,  that  Russia  had  offered 
its  mediation,  which  his  majesty’s  ministers  had  accepted  with  readi¬ 
ness  and  gratitude.  DLscussions  had  been  accordingly  commenced, 
but  he  was  sorry  to  say  that  in  their  progress  they  did  not  assume 
such  a  shape  as  to  afford  the  least  probability  of  bringing  about  au 
amicable  arrangement  w  ith  France.  As  to  Fox’s  other  point,  respect¬ 
ing  Ireland,  he  was  perfectly  convinced  that,  however  some  few  of 
the  leaders  of  the  late  iiisuijeclioii  might  have  disclaimed  French 
influence  and  alliance,  yet  many  of  them  did  most  cerhiinly  look  to 
a  French  invasion  as  the  means  of  carrying  their  purposes  into 
effect.  He  insisted,  not  only  that  the  loyalty  of  the  great  body  of  tlie 
Irish  people  Avas  great,  but  also  that  it  was  owing  to  tlie  conduct  of 
his  majesty’s  present  government  in  Ireland,  which  had  conciliated 
all  ranks  and  descriptions  of  persons  iu  that  country. 
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grief,  not  altogether  unniixed  with  dismay,  through¬ 
out  the  country,  for,  to  the  great  bulk  of  the  people, 
George  III.  was  still  the  “good  old  king;”  his 
popularity  had  increased  with  his  years  and  his 
misfortunes,  and  with  the  costly  exertions  made  in 
this  war ;  and,  from  the  popular  faith  in  his  high 
English  spirit,  in  his  fortitude  and  decision,  it  w’as 
felt  that  he  was  in  a  manner  necessary  to  the  de¬ 
fence  and  safety  of  the  country,  which  was  still 
threatened  with  invasion,  and  could  see  from  her 
own  coasts  the  mighty  preparations  that  Bonaparte 
continued  to  make.  The  dismay  was  the  greater 
from  the  very  general  conviction  that  the  Adding¬ 
ton  administration  was  inadequate  to  the  crisis. 
Perhaps  a  similar  conviction  in  the  king’s  oavu 
mind  had  mainly  contributed  to  his  present  attack. 
He  had  hitherto  clung  to  Addington,  not  because 
he  considered  his  spirit  and  abilities  comparable 
with  those  of  Pitt,  but  because  he  knew  him  to  be 
averse  to  the  granting  of  that  Catholic  Emancipa¬ 
tion  which  alw'ays  alarmed  his  own  conscience, 
and  presented  itself  to  his  excited  mind  as  a  mon¬ 
strous  concession  which  would  be  equally  perilous 
to  the  temporal  and  spiritual  welfare  of  bis  line 
and  of  his  country.  If  he  threw  off  Addington,  he 
must  take  back  Pitt— and  Pitt,  who  had  resigned 
on  account  of  the  great  Catholic  question,  and  who 
had  ever  been  so  stern,  unbending,  and  uncompro¬ 
mising,  did  not  seem  likely  to  return  without  in¬ 
sisting  on  immediate  or  gradual  and  progressive 
emancipation  as  a  cabinet  measure ;  and  this,  in 
the  old  king’s  eyes,  was  an  incomparably  greater 
evil  than  any  that  could  arise  out  of  the  weaknesses 
or  defects  of  the  present  administration.  But  this 
administration  could  not  be  kept  in  office  if  it  lost 
its  parliamentary  majorities,  and  it  was  losing 
them  fast  in  both  Houses ;  and  three  distinct  op¬ 
positions,  under  Pitt,  Fox,  and  Lord  Grenville, 
though  not  disposed  to  try  the  dangerous  experi¬ 
ment  of  a  coalition,  seemed  determined  to  agree  in 
the  one  point  that  Addington  must  retire.  As  for 
the  illustrious  rival  of  Pitt,  the  king’s  rooted  dis¬ 
like  to  him,  which  had  been  aggravated  by  his 
proposing  at  a  public  meeting  the  toast  of  “  The 
Sovereignty  of  the  People,”  and  which  had  not 
been  mitigated  by  the  reports  spread  concerning 
the  visit  to  Paris  "and  the  friendly  intercourse  with 
the  First  Consul  and  the  Irish  refugees,  was  an 
insuperable  bar  to  liis  admission  into  the  cabinet , 
and,  besides.  Fox  entertained  the  e.\tremest  notions 
about  religious  liberty,  and  was  more  deeply 
pledged  than  Pitt  himself  to  the  principle  of  Ca¬ 
tholic  emancipation.  Lord  Grenv’ille  too,  though 
disao-reeing  with  Fox  on  so  many  other  points, 
fully”  agreed  with  him  on  this  last ;  and  without 
Fox  and  Grenville — unless  he  took  back  Pitt 
there  was  not  a  possibility  of  making  any  ministry. 
To  these  state  and  religious  anxieties  were  added 
numerous  inquietudes  of  a  domestic  nature,  and 
other  uneasinesses — in  which,  however,  despond¬ 
ency  as  to  the.  spirit  and  resources  of  the  country, 
or  fear  of  the  French  legions  that  were  collected 
on  the  opposite  side  ot  the  Channel,  most  as- 

VOL.  IV. - GEO.  III. 


suredly  had  no  place.  There  was  not  a  man  in 
Great  Britain  more  insensible  of  fear  than  George 
HI.,  or  that  looked  with  a  more  constant  assurance 
to  the  triumph  of  his  countrymen,  if  an  invading 
force  should,  by  some  unforeseen  chance,  be  en¬ 
abled  to  land,  and  to  the  eventual  and  not  distant 
downfall  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte.  His  religious 
convictions,  which  were  even  stronger  than  his 
patriotic  sentiments,  ever  kept  uppermost  in  his 
mind  that  a  system  which  had  arisen  out  of 
atheism  and  immorality,  and  which  had  been  esta¬ 
blished  by  violence  and  injustice,  must  soon  fall 
and  disappear.  But  his  other  anxieties  were  nu¬ 
merous  and  acute ;  and  perhaps  none  of  them 
affected  him  more  than  the  unhappy  separation 
of  his  eldest  son  and  his  niece  and  daughter-in-law 
the  Princess  of  Wales,  attended,  as  it  was,  with 
perennial  scandals  and  perpetual  public  comment. 
Whatever  may  have  been  the  causes  of  it,  the  king 
could  not  but  see,  nor  could  the  country  now  avoid 
seeing,  that  Pitt  had  taken  some  mortal  offence  at 
the  man  who  had  once  been  considered  as  his 
place-keeper.  One  ground  for  ill-will  was  indeed 
obvious  enough  :  in  the  preceding  year  Addington 
had  taken  by  the  hand  Mr.  George  Tierney  (who 
had  not  only  quarrelled,  but  had  even  fought  a 
duel,  with  Pitt  *),  had  formed  a  close  connexion 
with  that  rising  man,  had  acted  as  though  he  in¬ 
tended  to  pit  him  as  a  financier  against  Pitt,  and 
had  brought  him  into  the  administration  as  trea¬ 
surer  of  the  navy  and  a  privy  councillor .f 

On  the  27th  of  February,  twelve  days  after  the 
first  public  notification  of  the  king’s  illness,  a 
bulletin  appeared  announcing  that  his  majesty  was 
much  better,  and  seemed  to  be  gradually  advanc¬ 
ing  towards  entire  recovery.  On  the  29th,  Ad¬ 
dington  announced  that  there  was  “no  necessary 
suspension  of  the  royal  functions.”  The  bulletins 
assumed  day  by  day  a  more  decided  tone;  and  on 
the  14th  of  March  the  lord  chancellor  declared 
that  “  the  king  was  in  such  a  state  as  to  warrant 
the  lords  commissioners  in  giving  the  royal  assent 
to  several  bills.”  No  formal  communication  was 
made  to  parliament  of  his  majesty’s  recovery,  as 
on  the  occasion  of  his  first  illness.  Consequently 
there  were  no  addresses  of  congratulation ;  and  a 
form  of  prayer  for  the  restoration  of  the  king’s 
health,  and  expressing  only  the  Iio'pe  and  prospect 
of  his  recovery,  continued  in  use  many  weeks  after 
the  king  was  declared,  in  parliament,  competent 
to  the  exercise  of  his  royal  functions ;  nor  was 
this  prayer  changed  until  after  Addington  had  been 
driven  from  office.  On  the  9th  and  10th  of  hlajq 

*  This  duel,  which  arose  out  of  some  hot  words  iu  tlie  House,  liad 
been  fought  as  far  back  as  1798,  wlien  Pitt  was  premier.  They  met 
on  Sunday  the  27tb  of  May,  on  Putney  Heath.  After  two  shots,  Pitt 
lired  in  llie  air,  and  the  affair  ended  without  any  ixxiily  liarm  to 
either.  But  the  mutual  rancour  was  not  mitigated  by  the  encounter. 

•j*  *'  I  need  not  tell  you,”  writes  Wilherforce  to  Lord  Muncaster 
just  at  this  moment,  ‘‘  that  I  have  endeavoured  to  keep  them  iu 
amity,  but  each  has  been  surrounded  with  enemies  to  the  other. 
Dear  Muncaster,  Pitt  and  Addington  were  intimate  friends— I  reflect 
with  thankfulness  to  Heaven  that  I  have  friends  who  deserve  that 
honourable  appellation ;  who  are  bound  to  me  by  ties  whicli  no 
political  differences  can  ever  loosen.  Indeed  I  tear  that  'ne'er  can 
true  reconcilement  grow,  where  wounds  of  deadly  hate  ha\e^  pierced 
so  deep.*  It  is  really  sad  work.”- — fyilherjhrce.  Life,  hy  his 
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and  again  on  the  1  Ith  of  May,  the  day  before  Pitt’s 
re-appointment  as  premier,  his  majesty  showed 
himself  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  metropolis,  driv¬ 
ing  through  the  principal  streets  of  London  and 
Westminster,  accompanied  by  the  queen  and  the 
princesses.  If  he  could  derive  comfort  and  con¬ 
solation  from  the  loud  and  hearty  congratulations 
of  the  people,  materials  for  it  were  not  wanting. 
The  eyes  of  his  daughters  were  seen  streaming 
with  happy  tears.  It  was  not,  however,  until 
several  months  after  this  that  the  king  resumed 
his  ordinary  habits  of  life,  nor  was  it  until  the 
14th  of  November  that  it  was  deemed  prudent  to 
submit  to  him  the  death-w'arrants  of  prisoners  who 
nad  been  capitally  condemned,  and  whose  number 
had  greatly  accumulated  in  the  long  interval.* 
Under  all  the  circumstances  it  was  not  difficult  to 
raise  the  doubt  whether  the  king  was  perfectly 
sane  when  he  turned  out  Addington  and  took 
back  Pitt. 

It  was  now  reported  as  certain,  that  Fox  and 
the  Grenvilles,  after  much  hesitation,  had  coalesced. 
Pitt  assured  his  confidential  friends  that  he  was 
resolved  not  to  hamper  himself  with  engagements, 
or  go  into  a  systematic  opposition  to  Addington  ; 
and,  in  effect,  with  neither  Fox  nor  Grenville, 
whose  adherents  were  called,  respectively,  the  old 
and  7iew  opposition,  did  Pitt  ally  himself.  He 
left  to  others  the  task  of  attacking  Tiernev,  who 
was  considered  by  the  old  opposition  as  a  sort  of 
renegade ;  and,  when  Addington  lost  his  temper, 
Pitt  kept  his.  But  in  debate,  Chatham’s  proud 
son  could  not  help  betraying  his  contempt  for  his 
late  protdge;  and,  as  the  navy  department,  to 
which  Tierney  belonged,  had  been  guilty  of  sundry 
absurdities,  he  could  not  do  less  than  attack  it. 

The  Honourable  Charles  Yorke,  the  secretary- 
at-W'ar,  brought  forward,  soon  after  the  Christmas 
recess,  a  bill  for  consolidating  and  explaining  all 
the  existing  laws  respecting  the  volunteers.  Very 
various  opinions  were  expressed  concerning  the 
merits  of  the  volunteer  system,  and  the  good  sense 
of  depending  upon  it  for  the  defence  of  the  country. 
Some  thought  that  the  system  was  good  and  suf¬ 
ficient,  and  some  that  it  was  defective  and  in¬ 
sufficient.  Sir  William  Young,  regardless  of 
that  rigid  Sabbatarianism  which  had  been  grow¬ 
ing  and  increasing  through  the  greater  part  of 
the  present  reign,  wished  to  see  the  revival  of 
the  good  old  system,  by  which  the  flower  of  the 
English  youth  were  to  be  seen  on  the  Sunday 
exercising  themselves  in  military  evolutions  and 
the  use  of  arms.  In  the  debate  on  the  second 
reading  of  Yorke’s  bill  (on  the  21^  of  February), 
Sir  Robert  Lawley  said,  that  for  thirteen  days  the 
House,  in  common  with  the  public,  had  been  in 
])ossession  of  the  melancholy  information  that  his 
majesty  was  confined  by  a  dangerous  and  doubtful 
illness ;  that  no  explicit  communication  had  been 
made  to  parliament,  and  that,  therefore,  he  felt  it 

*0n  the  Uth  of  November  the  king  arrived  at  liuckineliam 
llouse  from  »Viiuisor,  disposed  of  two  vacant  red  ribands,  and  then 
signed  the  death-warrants  of  two  horsc-stealers  and  one  forger-  but 
the  number  of  convicts  respited  during  pleasure  was  unusually  great. 
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his  duty  to  move  an  adjournment.  Addington  in¬ 
sisted  that  such  a  proceeding  was  unnecessary,  in¬ 
decent,  unprecedented,  and  unwarrantable.  Fox 
thought  that  the  House  ought  to  receive  fuller  com¬ 
munications,  or  adjourn.  He  could  not  see  that 
any  just  delicacy  could  be  an  obstacle  to  a  fair  and 
liberal  discussion.  He  knew  nothing,  and  the  con¬ 
stitution  knew  nothing,  of  any  body  of  men  calling 
themselves  the  confidential  servants  of  the  king. 
He  knew  of  persons  employed  in  the  executive 
offices  of  government,  but  he  did  not  know'  w'ho 
these  confidential  servants  were.  Fie  knew  no 
distinction  superior  to  that  of  the  privy  council. 
While  the  sovereign  was  in  health,  he  consulted 
more  with  his  ministers  than  with  any  other 
privy  councillors,  but  when,  from  illness  or  from 
any  other  cause,  he  was  unable  to  discharge  the 
functions  of  royalty,  then  ministers,  or  persons 
calling  themselves  confidential  servants  of  the 
crown,  were  no  more  than  ordinary  privy  coun¬ 
cillors.  Did  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  know 
his  majesty’s  present  state  of  health,  or  the  pro¬ 
bability  of  his  speedy  recovery  ?  The  Flouse  had 
no  information  of  this  kind  before  it ;  but  it  seemed 
clear,  from  the  reports  that  were  published,  that  the 
speedy  recovery  of  his  majesty  was  not  expected, 
and  that  it  was  not  probable  that  he  would  be  soon 
able  to  resume  his  functions.  An  invasion  of  the 
country  appeared  not  improbable,  and,  in  such  an 
event,  would  not  its  situation  be  deplorable,  if  the 
executive  power  were  suspended,  and  there  should 
be  nobody  to  exercise  the  regal  functions  ?  When 
the  royal  power  ceased  to  act,  there  was  an  end  of 
that  constitutional  control  over  the  legislature, 
which  was  intended  to  watch  over  it,  and  which 
could  dissolve  a  parliament  at  the  shortest  notice. 
Fox’s  arguments  went  the  full  length  of  proving 
the  immediate  necessity  of  appointing  a  regent. 
He  said  that,  in  the  present  extreme  dangers  of 
the  country,  and  the  suspension  of  the  functions  of 
royalty,  it  would  be  but  a  poor  consolation  to  tell 
the  people  that  ministers  acted  on  their  own  re¬ 
sponsibility,  and  that  if  they  ruined  the  countrv 
they  might  be  punished  for  their  errors  or  their 
crimes.  Addington  replied  that  ministers  had  no 
wish  to  conceal  from  the  House  any  information 
which  they  could  with  propriety  bring  forward ; 
that  he  was  aware  ministers  subjected  themselves 
to  great  responsibility  ;  but  that  he  firmly  believed 
the  opinion  and  feelings  of  the  great  majority  of 
the  House  to  be  against  a  particular  communica¬ 
tion,  under  l/ie  present  circumstances.  He  stated, 
on  the  authority  of  the  physicians  who  signed  the 
bulletins,  that,  on  comparing  the  symptoms  of  his 
majesty’s  present  indisposition  with  those  of  his 
former  ones,  he  had  reason  to  think  the  present 
disorder  would  be  but  of  short  duration.  In  the 
event  of  an  invasion,  his  majesty’s  sign-manual 
was  not  necessary  for  calling  out  the  volunteers, 
&c.  He  could  assure  the  House,  however,  that  if 
any  extraordinary  necessity  should  occur  for  the 
exercise  of  the  royal  functions,  no  obstruction  now 
existed.  Fitt  warmly  disapproved  of  the  motion 
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for  adjournment.  He  did  not  think  that  a  mere 
ajjprehension  that  the  personal  exercise  of  the 
royal  authority  had  been  suspended  would  be 
sufficient  to  justify  parliament  in  suspending  their 
legislative  functions.  He  felt  the  very  arduous 
responsibility  which  ministers  were  under,  as  to 
the  precise  time  in  which  they  might  think  proper 
to  make  a  full  communication  on  the  delicate  sub¬ 
ject.  He  hoped,  however,  that  ministers  would 
not  push  those  sentiments  of  delicacy  and  rever¬ 
ence  which  they  must  feel  for  his  majesty  so  far 
as  to  endanger  that  which  was  always  the  dearest 
consideration  to  him — the  safely  of  the  people 
whose  welfare  was  committed  to  his  charge.  But, 
for  his  own  part,  he  would  not  believe  that  mi¬ 
nisters  would  ever  push  to  a  dangerous  and 
criminal  excess  that  responsibility  under  which 
they  were  now  acting.  He  could  see  no  reason 
why  the  ordinary  business  of  parliament  should  be 
delayed.  Windham,  on  the  contrary,  warmly  sup¬ 
ported  the  motion  for  adjournment.  Ministers,  he 
said,  were  calling  for  a  greater  degree  of  confidence 
than  any  ministers — including  the  wisest,  honestest, 
and  best — were  ever  entitled  to  !  They  were  in¬ 
sisting  that  it  Avas  their  province  to  judge  when 
parliament  ought  to  interfere.  The  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer  had  differed  from  his  majesty’s  me¬ 
dical  attendants,  and  had  contradicted  their  bulle¬ 
tins.  He  would  hope  that  the  physicians  might 
have  been  mistaken  ;  but  still  their  report  was  the 
only  authority  on  which  the  House  could  rely.  Mi¬ 
nisters,  who  were  now  in  such  a  hurry  to  drive  on 
this  bill  about  laws  for  the  volunteers,  had  actually 
been  suspending  all  public  business  for  a  fortnight, 
on  account  of  his  majesty’s  health!  The  chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  exchequer  had  spoken  of  the  ‘in¬ 
decency’  of  these,  discussions,  of  these  demands  for 
precise  information  as  to  the  state  of  the  king ; 
but  he  trusted  that,  not  only  in  constitutional,  but 
in  personal  attachment  and  respect  for  his  sove¬ 
reign,  he  was  not  to  be  outdone  by  any  of  those 
who  now  called  themselves  his  “  confidential  ser¬ 
vants  and  it  appeared  to  him  indecent  for 
ministers  to  insinuate  that  any  measure  intended 
for  the  benefit  of  the  country  and  the  security  of 
the  monarchy  could  be  hurtful  to  the  royal  feel¬ 
ings.  Addington  repeated,  that  he  could  con¬ 
fidently  assert,  upon  the  authority  of  the  physicians, 
“  that  there  was  no  necessary  suspension  of  such 
royal  functions  as  it  might  be  necessary  for  his 
majesty  to  discharge  at  the  present  moment.”  Mr. 
Canning  said  that  the  honourable  baronet  (Sir 
Robert  Lawley)  deserved  the  thanks  of  the  House, 
and  of  the  country,  for  provoking  this  discussion ; 
— the  effect  of  his  motion  had  been  to  obtain  such 
information  as  Avould  not  otherwise  have  been 
given  ; — but,  as  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  had 
so  clearly  explained  himself,  it  would  be  better  to 
proceed  with  the  business  of  the  day.  After  a  few 
words  from  Mr.  Grey,  and  another  declaration 
from  the  premier  that  the  king  was  able  to  perform 
any  function  which  might  be  necessary  to  be  done. 
Sir  Robert  withdrew  his  motion  for  adjournment. 


The  Volunteer  Laws  bill  was  then  read  a  second 
time,  though  not  Avithout  considerable  opposition, 
Avhich  was  principally  based  on  the  notion  that  the 
volunteer  force  was  not,  and  could  not  be  made, 
effective.  In  the  course  of  this  debate,  Pitt  let  fly 
a  few  shafts  at  the  Admiralty  Board.  Yorke’s  bill 
occupied  a  very  considerable  part  of  the  session, 
but  it  was  eventually  passed  by  both  Houses,  and 
received  the  royal  assent. 

On  the  15th  of  March,  Pitt  further  displayed 
his  hostility  by  moving  for  an  inquiry  into  the 
state  of  the  navy.  Though  one  of  our  most  dis¬ 
tinguished  naval  officers.  Admiral  Earl  St.  Vincent, 
Avas  first  lord  of  the  Admiralty,  that  board,  through 
mistaken  notions  of  economy  and  other  wrong  cal¬ 
culations,  had  materially  injured  the  efficiency  of 
our  fleets,  and  were  thought  altogether  to  have 
managed  the  navy  in  a  manner  very  inferior  to 
that  in  which  it  had  often  been  managed  Avhen  a 
mere  civilian  had  presided  over  the  board,  and 
especially  inferior  to  the  style  and  spirit  in  which 
the  business  had  been  conducted  in  the  latter  years 
of  the  late  Pitt  administration,  when  Earl  Spencer 
was  first  lord.*  That  able  and  honest  veteran, 

*  Many  disputes  have  been  maintained  on  the  question  whether 
tlie  first  lord  of  tiie  Admiralty  should  or  should  not  of  necessity  be  a 
sailor.  Sir  John  Harrow  has  discussed  the  matter  candidly,  and  with 
an  ofilcial  and  perfect  acquaintance  with  the  whole  subject  in  debate. 
He  says  : — “  It  has  been  a  subject  of  discussion  among  naval  men 
whether,  as  the  army  has  always  had  a  military  officer  for  its  cora- 
mander-in-chief,  the  first  lord  of  the  Admiralty  ought  not  also  to  be 
a  professional — that  is,  a  naval  man,  Tlie  cases  are  not  parallel : — the 
king  reserves  to  himself  the  command  of  the  military  forces — he  dele¬ 
gates  his  power  over  the  navy  to  a  lord  high  admiral,  or  lords  commis¬ 
sioners.  It  is,  however,  one  of  those  questions  on  which  ‘  much  may  be 
said  on  both  sides.’  Naval  officers  in  general  would  naturally  enough 
ask,  who  is  the  description  of  person  most  likely  and  best  qualified 
to  do  justice  to  those  who  have  had  the  labouring  oar  in  fighting  the 
battles  of  the  country,  in  the  issue  of  which  is  involved  all  that  we 
hold  dear  ?  And  the  answer  would  as  naturally  be,  ‘  a  naval  first 
lord and  yet  they  will  find  that,  on  taking  a  retrospect,  many  bitter 
complaints  have  b*een  made  from  their  own  corps  against  a  purely 
naval  administration,  on  the  sc(»re  of  partiality.  How  indeed  can  it 
be  expected  that  a  professional  man  should  be  able  to  divest  himself 
of  prejudice  in  favour  of  those  individuals  with  whom  he  has  asso¬ 
ciated,  sometimes  almost  exclusively,  for  years,  in  a  confined  and  un¬ 
interrupted  intercourse  ?  How  can  it  be  expected  he  should  cast 
aside  the  best  feelings  of  human  nature,  and  disregard  those  early  and 
ancient  friendships,  Ivom  the  moment  he  takes  his  seat  at  the  head  of 
the  Admiralty  Hoard  ? — that  he.  should  turn  aside  from  those  com¬ 
panions  of  his  early  days,  who  gained  laurels  by  his  side,  who  shared 
with  him  the  dangers  ‘  of  the  battle  and  the  breeze,’  and  participated 
in  liis  pleasures?  Such  are  the  officers,  whether  most  fit  or  not,  who 
will  expect  to  share,  and  who  will  share,  largely  in  a  naval  lord’s 
]»atrouage.  Besides,  the  education  of  a  seaman  is  not  exactly  such 
as  is  suited  to  fill  an  important  place  in  the  ministerial  cabinet.  The 
time  that  is  taken  up  in  acquiring  that  degree  of  professional  skill, 
and  eminence  of  character,  which  could  alone  justify  the  appointment 
to  such  a  situation,  almost  precludes  the  acquisition  of  that  general 
knowledge,  and  of  those  broad  and  comprehensive  views,  inseparable 
from  the  character  of  a  great  statesman.  Take  the  list  of  admirals,  as 
it  now  stands,  and  let  any  one  ask  himself,  how  many  flag-officers 
there  are  upon  it  whom,  he  conceives,  the  minister  w’ould  deem  qua¬ 
lified  to  fill  the  office  of  first  lord  of  the  Admiralty?  Then,  if  dis¬ 
tinguished  success  against  the  enemy  be  allowed  to  furnish  a  criterion 
of  good  management,  as  it  regards  good  ships  and  good  officers,  it  will 
be  found  that  the  proudest  triumphs,  the  most  brilliant  victories, 
have  been  achieved  by  fleets  and  squadrons  prepared  and  distributed 
under  the  direction  and  management  of  landsmen  as  first  lords. 
Thus  the  battle  of  llodney  with  Don  Juan  de  Langara,  and  liis  splen¬ 
did  victory  of  the  i^th  of  April,  1782,  the  defeat  of  the  French  fleet 
on  the  1st  of  June,  1794,  the  victories  of  Cape  St.  Vincent  and  of 
Camperdown  in  1797  ;  of  the  Nile  in  1798  ;  the  battle  of  Copenhagen 
ill  18i)l  ;  and  the  total  defeat  of  the  combined  fleets  of  France  and 
Spain  before  Trafalgar,  were  all  obtained  by  fleets  prepared  and  com- 
mtinded  by  officers  appointed  by  first  lords  who  were  landsmen. 
Though  Lord  St.  Vincent  actually  sat  at  the  board  w'hen  tlie  battle  of 
Copenhagen  was  fought,  the  preparations  were  made  under  Lord 
Spencer’s  superintendence.  It  was  also  a  naval  lord  who  presided  on 
the  12th  of  April,  1782,  yet  the  arrangements  and  disposition  were  ac¬ 
tually  made  by  his  able  predecessor  Lord  Sandwich.  It  was  on  this 
occasion  that  Lord  North,  addressing  himself  to  the  new  ministry  in 
the  House  of  Commons,  observed,  ‘  It  is  true  you  have  triumphed, 
but  you  fought  with  Philip’s  troops.’  It  must  be  admitted  however 
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Admiral  Sir  Charles  Middleton,  who  was  nothing 
of  a  party  man,  and  other  officers  of  professional 
celebrity,  were  of  opinion  that  the  exertions  of  the 
Navy  Board  had  not  been  adequate  ;  that  our  ships 
•w'ere  wearing  away  with  unprecedented  rapidity 
from  various  circumstances,  and  that  no  sufficient 
efforts  had  been  made  to  bring  forward  new  ships 
to  supply  the  places  of  the  old  ones.  Pitt  in  his 
speech  stated  that  only  twenty-three  gun-boats  had 
been  built  since  the  month  of  January,  1803  ;  that 
the  navy  altogether  was  in  a  condition  much  in¬ 
ferior  to  that  in  which  he  left  it  on  his  going  out  of 
office  in  1801;  and  that,  although  the  present 
ministry  must  have  foreseen  the  inevitable  renewal 
of  war,  and  were  bound  to  make  every  possible 
exertion  in  augmenting  and  repairing  our  national 
ships,  they  had  been  languid  and  indolent.  He 
accused  Lord  Castlereagh,  who  on  a  previous 
night  had  spoken  on  the  subject,  of  dealing  in 
vague  generalities,  little  suited  to  so  vital  a  sub¬ 
ject;  and  he  ridiculed  the  easy  confidence  of  a 
city  baronet  (Sir  William  Curtis,  whose  heavy 
meals  were  known  to  produce  heavy  slumbers) 
for  saying  that  he  could  go  home  at  night  and  lay 
down  his  head  on  his  pillow  and  go  to  sleep  with¬ 
out  being  disturbed  by  any  apprehensions.  “  There 
is,”  said  he,  “  a  dangerous  and  alarming  con¬ 
fidence — a  confidence  w'hich  benumbs  the  senses, 
and  lulls  us  to  sleep  while  the  enemy  is  at  our 
gate ; — a  confidence  which  cannot  fail  to  excite  the 
most  lively  emotions  in  the  minds  of  men  of  serious 
reflection,  when  contrasting  the  terrible  activity  of 
the  enemy  with  the  alarming  supineness  of  our 
government.”  Tierney,  on  a  previous  occasion, 
had  risen,  when  Pitt’s  back  was  turned  and  he  had 
quitted  the  house,  to  declare  rather  petulantly  that 
he  (Pitt)  had  made  out  no  case  on  which  to  found 
the  present  application  for  an  inquiry.  “  This,” 
said  Pitt,  “  was  not  treating  me  with  that  candour 
I  had  a  right  to  expect  from  that  right  honourable 
gentleman.  A  case  oj)ened,  and  a  case  proved, 
are  two  very  different  things;  the  opening  must 
precede  the  proving,  but  I  should  be  very  much 
surprised  if  the  case,  even  as  it  now  stands, 
should,  by  any  gentleman  in  this  House,  be  con¬ 
sidered  as  feeble  or  insufficient.”  W'ilberforce, 
too,  appears  to  have  lost  some  temper  at  what  he 
himself  calls  “  Tierney’s  /ow  attack,”  to  which 
he  replied  in  a  warm  speech.  Tierney,  in  the 
present  debate,  had  sneered  at  the  ex-premier  in 
various  ways :  once,  he  said,  that  gentleman  had 
thought  most  highly  of  Earl  St.  Vincent,  having 
himself  recommended  him  as  the  only  person  fit 
for  the  situation  of  first  lord  of  the  Admiralty,  and 
yet  his  present  motion  went  to  declare  Earl  St. 
Vincent  utterly  incapable  of  performing  the  duties 
of  that  office.  Pitt,  since  his  retirement,  had 
been  very  busy  at  Walmer  Castle  among  the  mi¬ 
litia  and  volunteers  of  the  Kentish  coasts  and  the 

lliat,  without  the  ussi«tancp  of  two  or  three  al)lp,  lu)ne8t,  and  judicious 
naval  coadjutors,  no  landsman,  whatever  his  talents  might  lie,  could 
attempt  to  carry  on  the  numerous  duties  of  this  important  ofRce.  On 
the  other  hand,  a  naval  first  lord  may  not  always  he  disposed  to  seek 
for  such  assistance." — ii/c  of  Earl  Howe. 
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Cinque  Ports,  and  upon  this  Tierney  had  raised 
another  sneer,  saying  that  no  doubt  the  country 
was  much  indebted  to  the  right  honourable  gentle¬ 
man  for  his  exertions  as  a  volunteer,  but  he  couhl 
not  help  thinking  that  the  land-service  was  quite 
enough  for  him,  and  that  he  might  very  well  leave 
the  sea-service  to  abler  hands.  For  this,  and  for 
other  expressions  of  a  contemptuous  kind,  Wilber- 
force  took  Tierney  to  task,  and  then  voted  with  his 
friend  Pitt  for  the  inquiry.  Fox  and  his  party 
voted  on  the  same  side;  but  Sheridan,  who  was 
now  considered  by  them  as  little  better  than  an¬ 
other  renegade,  said  that  this  was  the  first  time  he 
had  ever  opposed  an  inquiry,  but  that  he  w'ould 
oppose  this  from  his  firm  conviction  that  there  ex¬ 
isted  no  necessity  for  it.  As  the  Prince  of  Wales 
disliked  Addington  somewhat  less  than  he  disliked 
Pitt,  and  as  Sheridan  was  known  to  receive  all  his 
political  impulses  from  Carlton  House,  it  has  been 
assumed  that  he  had  fallen  away  from  his  party, 
and  lent  his  eloquence  to  this  discredited  and  fall¬ 
ing  administration,  merely  to  gratify  the  prince ; 
but  it  is  difficult  to  avoid  the  suspicion  that  there 
was  at  the  same  time  some  self-seekintr  in  this  ex- 
travagant,  needy,  and  now  almost  desperate  man. 
Pitt,  in  his  reply,  excited  much  mirth  by  compar¬ 
ing  Sheridan  to  a  wandering  light ;  a  meteor,  that 
w'as  sometimes  seen  on  one  side  of  the  House,  and 
sometimes  on  the  other;  which  just  now  concen¬ 
trated  its  rays  against  him  ;  but  in  whose  blazing 
face  he  could  look  without  any  awe  or  terror.  The 
naval  men  sitting  in  the  House  offered  very  oppo¬ 
site  opinions  as  to  the  merits  or  demerits  of  Earl 
St.  Vincent’s  management.  Some  other  members 
attacked  Pitt  rather  rudely  for  this  his  first  act  of 
direct  opposition  to  the  government :  it  was  proved 
pretty  satisfaetorily  that,  counting  sloo])s  and  other 
smaller  vessels,  block-ships,  the  flotillas  of  gun¬ 
boats,  &c.,  1536  vessels  had  been  equipped  by  the 
present  Admiralty,  and  were  now  fit  for  service, 
while  other  ships  were  building  in  the  king’s  yards  ; 
and,  upon  a  division,  Pitt’s  motion  was  negatived 
by  201  against  130.  But,  though  lost,  the  motion 
did  great  good ;  the  Admiralty  immediately  be¬ 
ginning  to  exert  themselves  with  double  activity. 
“  And  yet,”  says  IVilberforce,  “  this  step  exposed 
Mr.  Pitt  to  unusual  reproach :  everybody  blames 
him  as  factious  for  his  motion  about  the  navy. 
He  is  conceived  to  have  had  little  ground  for  it, 
and  rather  to  have  lost  himself,  as  they  phrase  it. 
....  How  sad  are  the  effects  of  party  spirit 
and  party  principle  in  this  country!  Even  where 
they  do  not  prevail,  the  idea  of  their  prevalence  is 
so  general  that  all  is  ascribed  to  that  tainted 
source.”*  But  a  little,  a  very  little  later,  this  par¬ 
tial  and  very  warm  friend  appears  to  have  thought 
himself  bound  to  attribute  even  some  of  Pitt’s  ac¬ 
tions  to  that  tainted  source. 

*  He  adits — amt  tlie  words  may  tie  rpiieated  for  att  times — "  It  is 
not,  in  fact,  taienls  in  whicli  we  are  cldelly  wnntini;;  lint  resolute  in- 
teftrity,  wlitcli  would  correct  abuses,  and  select  pruper  men  fur  impi/r- 
Uint  sUitiims.  Alas!  my  friend,  I  have  lived  long  enough  to  see  that 
real  integrity  is  a  rare  iiuality,  and  at  the  same  time  the  most  valu¬ 
able  of  all  1  ’’ — Letters  to  Lard  Mmicaster,  in  Life  of  fEilberfurce  by  his 
Suns. 
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Chap.  L] 

On  March  the  26th,  a  message  was  delivered  in 
the  king’s  name,  acquainting  parliament  with  a 
voluntary  offer  made  by  the  officers,  non-commis¬ 
sioned  officers,  and  privates  of  several  regiments  of 
the  militia  of  Ireland,  to  serve  in  Great  Britain 
during  the  war ;  and  recommending  the  adoption 
l)y  parliament  of  such  regulations  as  might  enable 
his  majesty  to  accept  this  offer.  The  proposal 
was  warmly  discussed,  and  encountered  in  both 
Houses  considerable  opposition ;  but  in  the  end  a 
bill  was  carried  for  accepting  the  services  of  10,000 
of  the  Irish  militia ;  and  this  was  followed  by  an¬ 
other  bill  consequent  upon  it,  for  augmenting  the 
number  of  the  militia  of  Ireland.  On  the  29th  of 
March  the  Houses  adjourned  for  the  Easter 
holidays. 

This  recess  suspended  for  a  short  time  the  rising 
strife  of  parties  ;  but  when  parliament  met  again, 
on  the  .5th  of  April,  things  at  once  assumed  a  most 
hostile  aspect.  VVilberforce  found  Pitt  disposed  to 
go  more  decidedly  into  opposition  than  he  was  a 
few  weeks  ago.  As  he  saw  the  matter,  Pitt  was 
“  surrounded  by  men  of  party  spirit  without  his  in¬ 
tegrity,  and  of  strong  passions.” — “How  changed,” 
adds  he,  “  from  a  few  w^eeks  ago  !  Pitt  is  ready 
now  to  vote  out  Addington,  though  he  has  not 
bound  himself  to  Fox.”  Though  so  warm  a  friend 
of  Chatham’s  great  son,  Wilberforce  had  a  great 
regard  for  Addington,  whose  tone  and  manner  bore 
some  resemblance  to  his  own ;  yet  he  could  not 
help  regretting  that  Addington’s  temperance  and 
conciliation  should  not  be  connected  with  more 
vigour.  The  devout  man  was  greatly  embarrassed 
about  the  path  of  duty  in  these  political  battles, 
and  prayed  for  guidance  and  direction.  He  then 
thought  that  it  would  be  possible,  and  very  pro¬ 
fitable  to  the  king  and  country,  to  induce  Pitt  to 
take  office  under,  or  at  least  wdth,  Addington. 

On  the  23rd  of  April,  Fox,  in  pursuance  of  a 
notice  he  had  previously  given,  moved  “  That  it 
be  referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  to 
revise  the  several  bills  for  the  defence  of  the  country, 
and  to  consider  of  such  further  measures  as  may 
be  necessary  to  make  that  defence  more  complete 
and  permanent.”  The  eloquent  mover,  who  was, 
how'ever,  not  thought  to  be  on  this  occasion  so 
eloquent  as  usual,  but  on  the  contrary  to  be  rather 
feeble,  began  by  observing  that  the  extraordinary 
zeal  with  which  all  ranks  were  animated  in  sup¬ 
port  of  the  war  w'as  no  proof  that  the  people  ap¬ 
proved  either  the  principles  upon  which  the  war 
had  been  undertaken,  or  the  manner  in  which  it 
was  conducted.  He  himself  was  as  zealous  as  any 
man  for  the  defence  of  the  country,  yet  he  cer¬ 
tainly  never  did  approve  either  of  the  mode  of 
commencing  the  war,  or  of  the  mode  of  carrying 
it  on.  Ever  since  the  declaration  of  hostilities 
there  had  been  an  incessant  cry  of  immediate  in¬ 
vasion,  and  therefore  it  was  no  wonder  that  the 
people  should  be  ardent  and  active.  But,  if  it 
should  be  attempted  to  infer  from  this  that  the 
people  approved  the  conduct  of  ministers,  then 
the  inference  would  be,  that  whatever  administra¬ 


tion  brought  the  country  into  the  greatest  danger 
would  be  the  most  popular,  and  excite  the  greatest 
zeal.  Addington  resisted  the  motion.  He  said, 
and  truly,  that  ministers  had  been  sanctioned  in 
declaring  war  by  the  almost  unanimous  vote  of 
that  House ;  that  ministers  had  never  pledged 
themselves  for  the  duration  of  the  peace  of  Amiens ; 
and  that  it  was  because  they  thought  the  ambition 
of  France  might  make  it  necessary  to  renew  the 
war  that  they  had  kept  up  so  large  a  peace  esta¬ 
blishment.  He  insisted  that  there  was  no  pre¬ 
cedent  for  the  House  of  Commons  resolving  itself 
into  a  military  committee ;  and  that  such  a  novel 
step  would  be  extremely  dangerous.  Government, 
he  said,  had  raised  for  the  defence  of  the  country 
the  greatest  force  that  ever  was  collected  in  so  short 
a  time ;  and  he  felt  confident,  that,  in  opposing 
the  motion,  he  should  be  supported  by  a  large 
majority  of  the  Flouse.  Pitt  rose  to  answer  the 
tottering  premier,  and  he  spoke  very  strongly  or 
violently.  He  could  not,  he  said,  agree  with  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  who  had  just  spoken, 
as  to  the  character  of  the  motion  now  before  the 
House.  In  his  view  it  was  a  motion  which  was 
neither  calculated  to  embrace  opinions  hostile  to 
government,  or  to  any  particular  minister,  nor  to 
embrace  opinions  which  might  have  been  enter¬ 
tained  on  small  or  minute  points,  and  thereby  pro¬ 
duce  a  general  concurrence  against  ministers  ;  but 
it  was  a  motion  calculated  to  unite  all  those  who 
considered  that  the  measures  adopted  for  the  de¬ 
fence  of  the  country  were  not  equal  to  the  crisis. 
As  fur  precedents  and  records  of  parliament,  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  ought  to  remember 
that,  when  circumstances  are  extraordinary  and  un¬ 
precedented,  the  nreasures  to  provide  for  them  must 
also  be  extraordinary.  He  denied  that  enough  had 
been  done  for  the  military  condition  of  the  country, 
which  ought  to  look  to  something  more  than  a  mere 
defence  of  its  own  coasts.  It  was  true  we  had 
184,000  regulars  and  militia,  and  400,000  volun¬ 
teers  ;  but,  when  the  spirit  of  the  people  was  so 
high,  and  the  resources  of  the  country  so  immense, 
it  formed  an  additional  ground  of  censure  against 
ministers,  that  our  system  of  defence  was  not  better 
than  it  was.  He  descended  to  minute  criticisms 
on  the  management  of  the  land  forces,  proving 
thereby  that  in  his  leisure  hours  at  Walmer  Castle 
he  had  not  been  an  idle  or  unsuccessful  student  of 
military  nnatters.  The  secretary-at-war  (Yorke) 
and  the  attorney-general  (Spencer  Perceval)  took 
up  the  defence  of  Addington.  Perceval,  who  spoke 
with  much  warmth  of  feeling,  said  that  it  was 
quite  evident  that,  if  the  motion  should  be  carried 
upon  the  principles  advanced  by  Pitt,  ministers 
must  immediately  resign,  although  no  direct  charge 
had  been  made  against  them.  Members,  he  said, 
had  been  brought  to  the  House  this  night  from 
the  most  distant  parts  of  the  country  with  sin¬ 
gular  industry  and  management.  There  was  a  most 
extraordinary  coalition  against  ministers.  A  right 
honourable  gentleman  (Fox)  had  approved  of  the 
peace  of  Aipiens  gs  the  best  that  the  coupt}-y  had  a 
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right  to  expect :  another  right  honourable  gentleman 
(Windham)  had  perpetually  abused  that  peace : 
how  these  two  gentlemen  could  ever  vote  together, 
or  reconcile  their  opposite  opinions  at  a  council- 
board,  was  beyond  his  comprehension.  Would  it 
not  be  rash  and  imprudent  to  dismiss  the  present 
ministers  without  considering  who  were  likely  to 
he  their  successors?  One  (Fox)  would  probably 
propose  immediately  a  peace  with  France ;  but 
could  this  be  agreed  to  by  his  right  honourable 
ally  ?  (Windham).  Was  it  possible  that  he  (Fox) 
who  had  so  often  and  so  solemnly  arraigned  Mr. 
Pitt’s  government  as  unconstitutional  and  tvran- 
nical,  should  now  cordially  acquiesce  with  that  gen¬ 
tleman  in  forming  a  new  administration.^  How 
could  they  ever  meet  at  the  same  council-table 
without  practising  a  degree  of  dissimulation  which 
would  be  degrading  to  both  of  them  ?  He  conjured 
Windham,  by  the  memory  of  his  departed  friend  the 
great  Burke — by  the  memory  of  his  departed  self — 
to  pause  a  moment  ere  he  signed  and  sealed  his  in¬ 
consistency  by  joining  the  apologists  of  the  French 
revolutionists,  the  advocates  of  French  principles. 
Let  the  present  ministry  be  what  it  might,  he  was 
quite  sure  that  the  adoption  of  Fox’s  motion  would 
introduce  a  worse!  Windham,  who  assuredly  had 
no  thought  of  joining  any  coalition  of  which  Fox 
was  a  member,  was  very  facetious.*  He  gave  the 
last  speaker  credit  for  singing  the  funeral  dirge  of 
the  administration,  in  melodious  strains, — 

He  sang  Darius  great  and  good, 

By  too  severe  a  fate 

Fall’ll,  fall’n,  fnll’n,  fall’n, 

Fall’n  from  his  high  estate.” 

Fox,  whose  coalition  Avith  Lord  North  had  been  so 
fatal  to  him,  rated  Perceval  for  using  personalities 
and  ribaldry  in  lieu  of  arguments  ;  said  that  there 
were  circumstances  in  which  coalitions  might  be 
made  honourably,  but  denied  that  there  was  any 
sort  of  coalition  between  him  and  Pitt.  Nothing 
had  passed  between  them  which  might  not  be  pub¬ 
lished  at  Charing  Cross.  Both  he  and  Pitt  thought 
that  the  present  ministers  were  incompetent,  and, 
therefore,  they  agreed  in  wishing  them  turned  out; 
but,  as  to  the  question  of  who  should  be  their  suc¬ 
cessors,  they  left  it  to  be  decided  by  the  prerogative 
of  the  crown.  Upon  a  division  his  motion  was  re¬ 
jected  ;  but  Addington’s  majority  had  now  dwin¬ 
dled  doAvn  to  a  bare  Jlfly-tieo,  the  numbers  being 
256  against  204.  It  was  noticed  during  this  de¬ 
bate  that  the  attorney-general  extended  none  of  the 
bitterness  with  which  he  had  spoken  of  Fox  and 
even  of  Windham  to  Pitt,  and  that,  with  reference 
to  the  ex-premier,  the  tone  of  Tierney  was  com¬ 
pletely  changed.  “One  feature  of  the  debate,” 
says  an  attentive  auditor,  “  I  must  not  forget ;  the 
fulsome  adulation  paid  by  Tierney  and  tlie  attor- 


11,..  ..on).  M  Horner.  ■■  repelled  the  personality  chieHy 

tin.  contrast  ol  his  own  manner  ;  with  ^reat  lire,  liut  perfect  temniir 
'a'  ‘^xtinisite  wit;  he  spoke  not  more  than  1 

minutes  hut  he  relreshed  one’s  mind  from  all  the  had  IVcliiu's  t' 
1  erceval  had  Kiven  us.  Kox  treated  him  alter  a  dill'erent  r.-ainu 
com  001111111;.  with  much  vehemence  and  imli};n.ation.  Urn  fartum  a 
nhaldrv  which  he  had  introduced  into  the  debate;  and  defemtini; 
own  political  conduct. ami  connexions  with  all  the  manliness  undos' 
Jilicity  of  his  best  manner,  —Memoirs  and  Correspundcncc. 
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ney-general  to  Pitt;  the  latter  of  xvliom  said,  tliat 
no  event  would  be  more  agreeable  to  the  country 
than  his  return  to  power — a  very  strange  expression 
to  use  in  such  circumstances.  After  such  a  divi¬ 
sion  nobody  conceives  that  the  Doctor  can  any 
longer  remain  at  the  head.”* 

Immediately  after  this  debate  Wilberforce,  who 
still  deceived  himself  with  the  hope  of  seeing  Pitt 
reconciled  and  acting  with  Addington,  waited  upon 
the  first  of  these  two  gentlemen,  and  endeavoured 
to  bring  this  junction  about.  Pitt  had  previously 
assured  him  that  he  “  would  take  no  decisive  steps 
until  after  having  written  to  the  king,  and  waited 
till  he  was  well  again ;”  and  he  now  left  him  with 
the  hope  that  there  was  still  room  for  mediation 
between  him  and  Addington.  Wilberforce  visited 
Addington  also,  and  had  “  a  long  talk”  with  him. 
During  this  talk.  Lord  Chancellor  Eldon  came  in, 
and  said  he  had  lately  told  Pitt  “  how  much  he 
wished  to  see  him  and  Addington  united — that  he 
could  not  conceive  that  any  man,  in  such  times  as 
these,  had  a  right  to  think  of  anything  but  the 
country,  and  my  poor  old  master  there”  (pointing 
to  Buckingham  House,  where  the  king  then  was). 
Wilberforce  was  satisfied  that  it  was  the  wish  of 
everybody  in  London,  “except  the  immediate  con¬ 
nexions  of  the  present  ministry,  that  Pitt  should 
be  in  office;  but  that  all,  except  Fox's  party,  de¬ 
precated  the  idea  of  union  with  him.”  And  he 
also  believed  “  that,  if  the  king  would  press  Pitt  to 
come  into  power  with  Addington,  in  an  ofllce  not 
touching  him  close,  he  would  accede  to  it  from  his 
veneration  and  affection  for  the  king.”  “  Othcr- 
Avise,”  he  adds,  “  the  consequence  Avill  either  be 
that  the  king’s  head  will  give  Av<ay,  and  the  Prince 
of  Wales  be  established  regent,  or  a  coalition 
ministry  Avill  be  formed  between  the  Grcnvillites 
and  the  Foxites,  Avhich  would  injure  Pitt  in  the 
public  estimation.”  With  these  vieAVs  Wilber¬ 
force  Avrote  to  desire  a  jirivate  conference  Avilh 
Lord  Eldon,  to  Avhom  he  had  said  tAvo  or  three 
days  before  that  he  (Eldon)  could  do  more  good 
than  any  other  man  in  England.  The  chan¬ 
cellor,  Avho  appears  to  have  been  as  desirous  as 
Wilberforce  of  Pitt’s  immediate  return  to  office, 
readily  granted  the  request,  and  in  a  long  interview 
impressed  Wilberforce  Avith  the  idea  that  he  Avas 
acting  in  an  open,  cordial,  and  generous  manner. 
He  in  the  main  concurred  Avitli  Wilberforce  in 
Avishes  and  opinions  as  to  Avhat  Avas  best  both  for 
the  country  and  for  Pitt  himself.  Both  grieved  to 
see  the  long  and  most  intimate  friendship  of  Pitt 
and  Addington  succeeded  by  that  sad  degree  of 
hostility  Avhich  had  taken  possession  of  both  their 
bosoms,  and  chiefly  of  his,  Avho,  having  the  stronger 
character  of  the  two,  Avas  likely  to  make  his  animo¬ 
sity  partake  of  that  strength  ; — both  were  alarmed 
“  at  the  fatal  consequences  Avhich  might  follow  from 
the  king’s  being,  in  his  present  state,  compelled  to 
receive  into  his  c.abinet  an  administration  consist¬ 
ing  entirely  of  men  Avho  had  forced  themselves 
against  his  will  into  his  service,  and  containing 

•  Ilorncr. 
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some  persons  who  were  naturally  the  objects  of  his 
extreme  aversion;” — both  apprehended  that  Pitt’s 
character  would  sull'er  greatly  from  any  coalition, 
and  that  the  scheme  would  thus  produce  irre¬ 
parable  mischief.*  Roth  were  anxious  to  save  the 
feelings  of  the  king,  and  to  gratify  him  by  retain¬ 
ing  Addington  in  the  ministry.  In  the  mean  time 
Addington’s  majority  in  the  Commons  had  grown 
still  thinner,  for,  on  a  division  upon  the  Army  of 
Reserve  Suspension  Bill,  Pitt  having  moved  an 
amendment  against  ministers,  the  numbers  were 
240  against  203.  This  was  on  the  25th  of  April ; 
and,  on  the  same  day,  Pitt  wrote  to  the  king,  tell¬ 
ing  him  of  the  open  and  decisive  part  he  felt  it  his 
duty  to  take ;  but  assuring  him,  at  the  same  time, 
that  he  would  never  force  Mr.  Fox  upon  him. 
On  the  30th  of  April  Pitt  received  an  intimation 
that  he  would  be  sent  for  by  his  majesty,  or  nego¬ 
tiated  with  through  the  chancellor.  Fox  was  left 
in  the  dark  as  to  these  proceedings.  On  that  same 
day,  the  order  of  the  day  having  been  read  in  the 
House  of  Lords  for  a  motion  of  which  notice  had 
been  given  by  the  Marquess  of  Stafford,  and  which 
was  the  counterpart  of  the  motion  which  Fox  had 
made  and  which  Pitt  had  supported  in  the  Com¬ 
mons — that  the  House  should  resolve  itself  into  a 
committee  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  the  defence 
of  the  country — Lord  Hawkesbury  rose  in  con¬ 
siderable  agitation  and  intreated  the  marquess  to 
postpone  his  motion.  He  was  ready,  he  said,  to 
pledge  his  personal  character,  both  as  a  minister 
and  as  a  lord  of  parliament,  that  the  reasons  which 
induced  him  to  make  this  application  were  of  such 
a  nature  as,  if  known  to  the  noble  marquess,  would 
gain  his  ready  acquiescence;  but  they  were  of 
that  delicate  nature  that  he  could  not  consistently 
with  his  duty  now  mention  them.  Everybody 
understood  that  his  lordship  alluded  to  negotia¬ 
tions  that  were  pending  for  a  new  or  re-constructed 
cabinet ;  but  Fox  and  his  friends  were  not  yet 
aware  of  the  progress  which  Pitt  had  made.  The 
Marquess  of  Stafford,  the  warm  partisan  of  Pitt, 
readily  consented  to  postpone  his  motion  ;  but 
Lord  Grenville  thought  that  a  more  distinct  com¬ 
munication  should  be  made  of  the  important  and 
dedicate  reasons  which  Lord  Hawkesbury  had 
hinted  at.  If  they  regarded  the  administration  of 
the  country,  he  thought  the  House  of  Lords  gught 
to  have  been  made  acquainted  with  them ;  —  he 
would  acquiesce  in  the  delay  proposed,  but,  under 
the  present  circumstances,  he  thought  the  House 
should  adjourn  to  the  day  to  be  appointed  for  the 
Marquess  of  Stafford’s  motion  being  brought  on. 
I  he  Earl  of  Carlisle  said  that  the  resignation  of 
the  present  ministers  would  be  an  event  which 
must  give  the  fullest  satisfaction  to  the  House — 
that  no  other  reason  ought  to  induce  the  House  to 
postpone  the  Marquess  of  Stafford’s  motion.  Pitt’s 
stanch  colleague  Dundas,  who  was  now  sitting  in 

*  **  I'or  my  owu  part,’*  adtls  \V ill)erforce,  ‘‘  I  confess  Fox  is  not  so 
obnoxioiis  to  me  as  some  of  Pitt's  own  connexions ;  but  I  fear  the 
country  in  general  would  misconstrue  their  being  united  in  an  admi¬ 
nistration  formed, >  this  would  be,  from  the  elfects  of  their  joint 
opposition. 


TRANSACTIONS:— 1804.  95 

the  Upper  House  as  Lord  Viscount  Melville, 
urged  that  no  subject  connected  with  the  defence 
of  the  country  should  be  brought  before  the  House 
before  the  marquess’s  motion;  and  Lord  Grenville 
joined  him  in  urging  that  the  marquess’s  motion 
ought  to  have  the  priority  over  any  other  question 
connected  with  the  defence  of  the  country.  Lord 
Hawkesbury  declared  that  he  would  enter  into  no 
such  engagement;  but,  if  the  House  wished  to 
bring  on  the  discussion  now,  he  was  quite  ready 
to  meet  it ;  although  he  must  say  that  this  was  the 
first  time  that  ever  a  request,  such  as  he  had  made, 
and  accompanied  by  the  solemn  declaration  he  had 
given,  was  treated  in  such  a  manner  in  either 
House  of  Parliament.  It  appeared  to  be  a  faction 
that  pressed  forward  a  motion  which  it  was  not 
necessary  to  hurry  in  that  manner.  Lord  Mul- 
grave  and  Earl  Spencer  severely  condemned  the 
application  of  the  term  faction  “  to  such  a  number 
of  most  respectable  noblemen.”  The  Marquess  of 
Abercom,  the  only  nobleman  who  supported  the 
noble  secretary  for  foreign  affairs,  said  that  the 
Marquess  of  Stafford  had  agreed  to  postpone  his 
motion  ;  and  that  the  marquess  had  certainly  a 
right  to  do  so,  without  asking  the  leave  of  the 
noble  baron  (Grenville),  who  had  objected  to  it 
with  that  degree  of  inflexibility  to  which  he  was 
so  prone.  In  the  end  it  was  agreed  that  the  motion 
should  be  postponed.  While  this  was  passing  in 
the  Lords,  Addington  was  opening  his  budget  for 
the  year  in  the  Commons ;  and  dwelling  upon  the 
advantages  of  the  system  of  finance  which  he  said  he 
had  introduced,  of  raising  within  the  year  a  great 
part  of  the  war  expenses.  When  he  had  done,  Fox, 
who  is  said  to  have  shown  that  he  knew  nothing 
of  what  was  passing  at  court,  asked  whether 
ministers  wished  him  to  postpone  a  motion  of 
which  he  had  given  notice.  Addington  replied 
that  he  certainly  wished  it ;  and  he  added  that,  in 
the  meantime,  ministers  would  not  bring  forward 
any  measures  likely  to  provoke  considerable  dif¬ 
ference  of  opinion.  On  the  2nd  of  May,  Pitt, 
through  Lord  Chancellor  Eldon,  submitted  to  the 
king,  by  letter,  a  plan  of  administration,  embracing 
the  chiefs  of  the  great  parties ;  and  in  this  plan 
the  name  of  his  great  rival  Fox  appears  to  have 
been  mentioned  with  that  of  Lord  Grenville.  On 
the  morrow,  the  3rd  of  May,  the  Mas-quess  of 
Stafford  asked  Lord  Hawkesbury  in  the  House 
whether  the  same  weighty  and  delicate  reasons  still 
existed  for  postponing  his  motion  of  inquiry.  He 
was  answered  in  the  affirmative ;  upon  which  Lord 
Grenville  said,  that  their  lordships  would  agree 
only  to  a  postponement  of  a  few  days  longer, 
unless  some  information  were  given  to  the  House. 
On  the  7th  Pitt  saw  the  king  for  the  first  time; 
and  his  friend  George  Rose  then  gave  out  that  his 
majesty  had  authorized  Pitt  to  give  in  a  plan  of 
administration.  Wilberforce  thought  that  herein 
Rose  was  guilty  of  an  indiscretion — “  for,  though 
no  contract,  direct  or  indirect,  exists  between  Pitt 
and  Fox,  yet  Fox’s  friends  will  abuse  Pitt  grossly 
if  Fox  does  not  come  in  and  he  does.”  Two  days 
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later  Wilberforce  called  on  Pitt,  and  heard  from 
him  the  state  of  the  negotiation,  and  the  manner 
in  which  he  had  been  received  at  court.  Accord¬ 
ing  to  this  account,  the  interview  had  lasted  for 
more  than  three  hours,  during  which  the  king 
“  treated  him  (Pitt)  with  great  cordiality,  and 
even  affection,  and  talked  with  as  much  rationality 
and  propriety  as  at  any  former  period  of  his  life.” 
At  the  king’s  desire,  Pitt  drew  up  a  more  regular 
scheme  of  the  sort  of  administration  which  he 
conceived  it  would  be  best  to  form  in  the  present 
conjuncture  ;  namely,  an  administration  composed 
of  the  leaders  of  all  the  several  great  political  par¬ 
ties.  Pitt  grounded  this  opinion  of  a  mixed  ad¬ 
ministration  on  the  probability  of  a  long  war,  and 
the  advantages  of  a  strong  government,  at  home, 
abroad,  and  in  Ireland ;  and  a  day  or  two  after¬ 
wards  he  saw  his  majesty  again,  and  (according  to 
Wilberforce)  explained  and  enforced  the  same 
ideas  as  far  as  he  properly,  or  decorously,  could 
enforce  them.  “  The  king,”  adds  the  same  in¬ 
formant,  whose  information  proceeded  direct  from 
the  lips  of  Pitt,  and  the  truth  of  which  is  to  be 
judged  of  by  the  estimate  formed  of  Pitt’s  general 
character,  “  objected  a  good  deal  at  first  to  the 
Grenvilles,  but  at  length  gave  way  very  hand¬ 
somely,  but  indicated  such  a  decided  determination 
against  Fox,  that  it  would  have  been  wrong  in 
Pitt  to  press  it  further.”  Wilberforce  here  repeats 
that  Pitt  “  had  most  clearly  explained  from  the 
first,  that  Fox  and  Co.  were  not  to  consider  him 
bound  in  any  degree,  directly  or  indirectly,  to 
press  their  admission  into  office,  and  that  they 
were  therefore  not  to  shape  their  conduct  on  any 
such  supposition.”  Twenty  long  years  before  this 
date,  one  of  Pitt’s  warmest  friends*  had  conjured 
him  never — never  upon  any  account — to  suffer 
anything  to  lead  him  into  a  coalition  with  his  great 
rival  in  politics ;  and  a  determination  to  this  effect 
seems  certainly  to  have  been  as  deep-rooted  and 
unalterable  in  Pitt’s  mind,  as  was,  in  the  king’s 
mind,  the  old  aversion  and  antipathy  to  Fox.f 
But  on  the  other  hand,  Pitt’s  relatives,  the  Gren¬ 
villes,  stood  pledged  to  Fox  and  his  friends  3  and 

•  Lord  Muncaster. 

■f  Lord  Bvuuj'liam,  who  seems  to  consider  that  a  coalition  hetween 
Pitt  and  Fox  would  have  been  advantaaeous  both  to  themselves  and 
to  the  country,  tells  the  followinit  anecdote  ‘‘  as  a  singular  instance 
of  the  great  effects  ot  trivial  circumstances  — "  During  the  co-opera¬ 
tion  ot  all  parties  against  Mr.  Addington's  government,  in  the  spring 
ot  1804^  Mr.  Pitt  and  .Mr.  K.  Long  were  one  night  p.issing  the  door  of 
ILouke  s  clubdioust',  on  their  way  from  the  House  of  Commons,  when 
Mr.  Pitt,  who  had  not  been  there  since  the  coalition  of  lt84,  said  he 
had  a  great  mind  to  go  in  and  sup.  His  wary  frienil  said,  ‘  I  think 
von  had  bett(*r  not,  and  turned  aside  the  well-conceived  intention, 
Mhen  wo  reilect  on  the  high  favour  Mr.  Pitt  was  then  in  with  the 
M  logs,  and  consider  the  nature  of  Mr.  Fox,  as  well  as  his  own,  we 
can  have  little  doubt  of  the  cordial  1‘riendship  which  such  .a  night 
would  have  cemented,  and  that  the  union  of  the  two  iiarties  woulti 
have  been  complete.”— Statc.vi/io!  of  the  Time  of  Geort/e  III. 

I  his  anecdote  may  be  amusing,  but  we  doubt  eutirelv  what  Lord 
Brougham  has  so  little  doubt  of we  doubt  whether  William  Pitt  and 
Charles  Fox  might  not  have  sup).ed  and  drunk  wine  in  the  Whin 
club-house,  not  merely  once,  but  fifty  times,  without  unv  such  cordial 
friendship,  or  such  a  completion  of  the  union  of  parties.  There  were 
high  and  generous  feelings  in  both  these  statesmen  ;  but  still  there 
was,  all  through  life,  an  iiicompatihility  in  their  natures,  which  would 
have  ke, It  them  asunder,  even  if  there  hud  been  no  such  decided 
nvalry  and  no  such  weighty  political  reasons  for  enforcing  in  Pitt  an 
aversion  to  a  union.  All  that  we  know  of  Pitt's  life,  elmraeter,  and 
manners,  m  which  there  was  so  little  that  was  spontaneous,  enthu¬ 
siastic,  ot  of  sudden  impulse,  is  opposed  to  Lord  Brougham's  iiolioti. 
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it  was  Lord  Grenville  who  had  all  along  been  in¬ 
sisting  on  the  very  questionable  advantages  to 
be  derived  from  an  heterogeneous  cabinet,  com¬ 
posed  of  parties  the  most  opposite,  of  habits  and 
tempers  the  most  incompatible,  of  views  so  diver¬ 
gent,  that  scarcely  two  members  of  such  a  cabinet, 
if  it  could  have  been  formed  (and  formed  it  never 
could  have  been  without  a  universal  sacrifice  of 
character  —  -without  effects  such  as  had  followed 
Fox’s  former  experiment  with  Lord  North),  would 
have  agreed  on  any  one  important  point.  Such  a 
government  must  have  been  -weak,  and  not  strong. 
When  Pitt  communicated  to  Lord  Grenville  what 
had  passed  with  the  king,  and  invited  his  lord- 
ship  and  friends  to  form  a  principal  part  of  the 
administration  to  be  established,  he  received  for 
answer  that  they  would  not  join  him  if  Fox  were 
excluded.  “  No  consideration  of  personal  ease  or 
comfort,”  said  Lord  Grenville  to  Pitt,  “  no  appre¬ 
hension  of  responsibility,  no  reluctance  to  meet  the 
real  situation  into  -which  the  country  has  been 
brought,  have  any  weight  in  this  decision  :  nor 
are  we  fettered  by  any  engagement  on  the  subject, 
either  expressed  or  implied ;  we  rest  our  deter¬ 
mination  solely  on  our  strong  sense  of  the  impro¬ 
priety  of  our  becoming  parties  to  a  system  of 
government,  which  is  to  be  formed,  at  such  a 
moment  as  the  present,  on  a  principle  of  exclu¬ 
sion.”*  This  reply  left  no  doubt  in  the  mind 
of  Pitt  that  his  new  ministry  must  encounter  the 
united  opposition  of  the  Grenville  and  Foxite 
patties,  and  that  this  cabinet  could  only  be  con¬ 
structed  by  bringing  in  his  own  personal  friends, 
and  retaining  some  members  of  the  Addington 
administration,  several  of  whom  might  indeed  be 
considered  as  his  personal  friends. 

On  the  1 1th  of  May  the  Marquess  of  Stafford  said, 
in  the  Lords,  that,  as  he  had  been  informed  that  a 
new  administration  had  been  appointed,  which, 
though  not  formed  on  the  broad  and  extensive 
basis  he  could  have  wished,  yet  included  a  right 
honourable  gentleman  (Pitt)  who  had  turned  "his 
great  mind  to  the  consideration  of  the  best  means 
of  national  defence,  he  should  withdraw  his  motion 
for  inquiry,  &c.  On  the  12th  of  May  it  was 
publicly  announced  that  Addington  had  resigned 
the  office  of  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  and  that 
Pitt  had  been  appointed  to  succeed  him.  Of  the 
Addington  ministry  Pitt  retained  the  Duke  of 
Portland,  president  of  the  council;  Lord  Eldon, 
chancellor;  the  Earl  of  Westmoreland,  lord  jirivy 
seal ;  the  Earl  of  Chatham  (his  own  brother),  master- 
general  of  the  ordnanee;  and  Lord  Castlereagh, 
now  president  of  the  board  of  control.  He  brought 

•  “  It  U  iinnocessary,”  said  liis  lordstii]),  "to  dwell  on  ttie  mis. 
chiefs  wliicli  have  ul ready  resulted  from  jiUiciii";  the  ('reat  oflices  of 
government  in  weak  and  iiicaiiahle  liaiids.  We  see  no  Innai  of  aiiv 
elfeetual  remedy  for  these  niiscliicfs,  hut  hy  iiniling  in  the  ])ul)ii'c 
service  'ns  large  a  progorlion  as  possible  <f  the  weight,  talents,  and 
charaeter  to  he  fmnd  in  public  men  of  all  <lt scriptions,  and  seithout  any 
e.vccption.'  Tliis  oiiinion  1  have  already  had  iK-easion  to  exiiress  to 
you  in  the  same  words,  and  we  have,  for  some  time  iiast,  been  taihliclv 
acting  111  conl'ormily  toil;  nor  can  we,  iihile  we  remain  imiiressed 
with  that  ])ersuasion,  concur  in  defeating  an  object  for  Mhieh  the 
cireumsta lives  of  the  times  alTord  at  once  so  strong  an  inducement  and 
so  favourable  an  occasion.’ 
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in  with  him  Lords  Melville,  Harrowby,  and  Cam¬ 
den  ;  Melville  taking  the  post  of  first  lord  of  the 
admiralty,  in  lieu  of  Earl  St.  Vincent ;  Harrowby 
that  of  secretary  for  foreign  affairs,  in  lieu  of  Lord 
Hawkesbury;  and  Camden  that  of  secretary  for 
the  colonies,  in,  lieu  of  Lord  Hobart.  He  made 
Lord  Mulgrave  chancellor  of  the  duchy  of  Lan¬ 
caster,  with  a  seat  in  the  cabinet,  instead  of  Lord 
Pelham.  But  Mr.  Canning,  the  ablest  and  most 
eloquent  of  all  his  adherents,  was  left  to  the  infe¬ 
rior  situation  of  treasurer  of  the  navy,  which  had 
been  occupied  by  Tierney,  and  which  did  not  give 
a  seat  in  the  cabinet.*  The  government  of  Ireland 
was  left  unchanged  under  the  lord  lieutenantcy  of 
Lord  Hardwick,  excepting  only  that  Mr.  Wickham, 
chief  secretary,  retired  on  account  of  ill-health, 
and  was  succeeded  by  Sir  Evan  Nepean.  No 
changes  were  made  in  the  law  departments  of  either 
country.  On  the  whole,  a  majority  of  the  late  ca¬ 
binet  ministers  were  retained,  and  formed  a  majo¬ 
rity  also  of  the  present  administration.  Very  few 
changes  were  made  in  the  household  offices,  the 
most  important  being  the  appointment  of  the  Mar¬ 
quess  of  Hertford  to  be  master  of  the  horse. 

Very  different  opinions  were  entertained  at  the 
time,  and  have  been  expressed  since,  not  only  by 
party  men,  but  also  by  cjuiet  speculative  men  who 
never  belonged  to  any  party,  as  to  Pitt’s  conduct 
on  this  occasion,  as  to  the  qualities  of  the  adminis¬ 
tration  thus  formed,  and  as  to  his  ability  or  in- 
abilit}^  under  all  the  circumstances  of  the  time — 
in  which  the  king’s  malady,  and  the  dread  of  bring¬ 
ing  on  a  relapse,  must  no“t  be  overlooked — to  form 
a  better  one.  Some  have  held,  and  still  hold,  that, 
if  he  had  really  exerted  himself  to  his  utmost  in  en¬ 
forcing  on  the  king  the  idea  of  composing  an  ad¬ 
ministration  of  the  heads  of  all  the  several  great 
parties,  he  might  have  succeeded;  and  that  in  case 
of  failure  he  ought  not  to  have  accepted  office  him¬ 
self.  Others  maintain  that  tlie  king  would  have 
jeoparded  the  country  by  keeping  Addington  at  the 
head  of  affairs,  or  by  having  recourse  to  some  ex¬ 
treme  measure  rather  than  agree  to  the  admission 
of  Fox;  and  that  Pitt,  knowing  that,  the  Gren¬ 
villes  being  excluded  as  well  as  Fox,  he  was  the 
only  man  that  could  make  or  keep  together  a  go¬ 
vernment  of  any  strength,  was  bound  as  a  patriot 
to  take  the  lead,  to  sacrifice  many  minor  considera¬ 
tions,  and  to  do  the  best  he  could  by  conciliating 
the  sundry  objections  or  prejudices  of  the  sove¬ 
reign  ;  and  tliey  ask,  if  Pitt  had  refused,  because 
the  king  would  on  no  account  admit  Fox,  what 
sort  ol  cabinet  could  there  have  been  formed  at 
this  moment,  when,  right  or  wrong,  the  vast  ma¬ 
jority  of  the  country  were  most  decidedly  of  opinion 
that  William  Pitt  was  the  only  man  equal  to  the 
emergency — the  only  pilot  that  could  w'eather  the 
storm  ?  This  last  was  the  political  faith  of  the 
great  body  of  the  English  people,  and  there  is  no 

*  George  Rose  and  Lord  Charles  .Somerset  became  joint-paymasters 
of  the  forces,  instead  of  Steele  ami  Hilev  Addington  ;  W.  Dundas 
(Melville’s  brother),  secretary-at-war;  Duke  of  Montrose,  postmaster- 
general,  Vice  Lord  .Xucklaud ;  W .  lluskisson  and  W.  Sturges  Rourue, 
secretaries  to  the  treasury,  vice  Vausittart  and  Sargent. 
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building  up  a  government  against  a  national  faith 
in  a  country  like  England.  A  little  later,  when  cir¬ 
cumstances  were  materially  altered,  and  when  the 
compulsion  was  greater,  George  HI.  admitted  Fox 
to  his  councils,  and  to  the  head  of  his  government ; 
but  for  our  own  part,  when  we  reflect  upon  all  that 
had  happened  since  the  early  part  of  his  reign, 
when  Fox’s  political  principles  were  as  different 
from  those  he  now  professed  as  black  is  from  white, 
and  attentively  review  the  whole  of  Fox’s  conduct, 
we  cannot  agree  to  call  the  strong  feeling  of  the 
king,  which  operated  to  his  so  long  exclusion,  “  the 
capricious,  the  despicable  antipathy  of  that  narrow¬ 
minded  and  vindictive  prince  against  the  most 
illustrious  of  his  subjects.”  * 

At  the  time  when  Pitt  returned  to  office  any  the 
shortest  interruption  to  the  activity  of  the  executive 
might  have  proved  very  fatal  to  the  country  ;  and 
at  the  same  time  any  prolonged  exciting  discussion 
might  have  reduced  the  king  to  a  worse  state  than 
that  he  had  so  recently  been  in.  Patriotism,  there¬ 
fore,  as  well  as  common  humanity,  might  well  pre¬ 
vent  Pitt  from  urging  any  stipulations  in  favour  of 
the  Catholics,  or  from  bargaining  with  the  king  for 
that  Catholic  emancipation,  the  refusal  of  which  he 
had  assigned  as  the  cause  ofhis  resignation  in  1801. 
When  we  shall  find  “  all  the  talents”  in  office,  we 
shall  ?iot  find  the  affairs  of  government  to  be 
managed  much  better.  As  to  the  weight,  talents, 
and  character  of  public  men  of  all  descriptions, 
of  which  Lord  Grenville  spoke  in  his  letter  of  re¬ 
fusal  to  Pitt,  he  could  hardly,  constituted  as  parties 
were,  employ  or  obtain  the  services  of  any  of  these 
men,  who  belonged  to  the  Grenville  and  Fox  sec¬ 
tions,  when  their  leaders  were  excluded  ;  and,  after 
all,  the  opinion  which  Canning  had  expressed  in 
the  preceding  session  of  parliament  (no  new  opinion, 
but  a  most  ancient  thing  in  practice  as  well  as  in 
theory,  and  almost  admitted  as  a  principle  of  human 
nature),  that  in  times  of  extreme  difficulty  the  powers 
of  government  are  best  entrusted  to  one  great  com¬ 
manding  spirit,  carried  much  weight  at  the  time, 
and  is  entitled  to  some  respect  now’.  “  Look  at 
France,”  Canning  had  exclaimed,  “  and  see  what 
we  have  to  cope  with  !  Consider  what  has  made 
her  what  she  is.  A  man  !  You  will  tell  me  that 
she  was  great,  and  powerful,  and  formidable  before 
the  date  of  Bonaparte’s  government ;  that  he  found 
in  her  great  physical  and  moral  resources  ;  that  he 
had  but  to  turn  them  to  account.  True,  and  he 
did  so.  Compare  the  situation  in  which  he  found 
France  with  that  to  which  he  has  raised  her.  I  am 
no  panegyrist  of  Bonaparte ;  but  I  cannot  shut  my 
eyes  to  the  superiority  of  his  talents,  to  the  amazing 
ascendant  of  his  genius.  Tell  me  not  of  his  mea¬ 
sures  and  his  policy.  It  is  his  genius,  his  character, 
that  keeps  the  w’orld  in  awe.  To  meet,  to  check, 
to  curb,  to  stand  up  against  him,  w’e  want  arms  of 
the  same  kind.  I  am  far  from  objecting  to  the 
large  military  establishments  which  are  proposed ; 
I  vote  for  them  with  all  my  heart :  but,  for  the 
purpose  of  coping  with  Bonaparte,  one  great  com- 

\Loid  Brougham  Statesmen 
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inandlng  spirit  is  worth  them  nil!”  It  was  easy 
to  say  that  this  new  administration  was  composed  of 
William  and  Pill  ;*  but  it  is  difficult  to  see  how 
the  case  could  have  been  otherwise  even  if  Pitt 
had  not  been  possessed  of  that  native  pride  and 
unbendingness  which  we  have  frequently  noticed 
in  his  character,  and  which  seems  to  have  made  it 
impossible  for  him  to  act  with  any  colleagues  who 
would  not  be  his  subordinates.  Even  by  those  who, 
for  personal  and  public  reasons,  regretted  that  a 
more  comprehensive  administration  had  not  been 
formed,  a  preference  was  warmly  expressed  for 
Pitt’s  present  cabinet  over  that  of  Addington. t 
A  year  before  the  change  Romilly  had  said,  “  An 
administration  whose  talents  vvere  generally  thought 
so  meanlv  of,  or,  1  may  say,  who  were  so  universally 
despised  (as  this  of  Addington),  was  never  before 
at  the  head  of  a  great  country!  ”+  Wilberforce, 
though  not  quite  pleased,  as  his  mediation  between 
Pitt  and  Addington  had  failed,  was  not  sure  that 
the  present  arrangement  was  not  the  very  best 
it  was  possible  to  make,  for  he  thought  that  the 
Grenvilles  were  wrong-headed,  and  too  violent, 
and  that  they  were  very  wrong  indeed  in  uniting 
themselves  with  peoj)le  to  whose  political  opinions 
their  own  were  decidedly  opposite  in  almost  all  im¬ 
portant  particulars. 

On  the  ISth  of  May,  Pitt  took  his  old  seat  as 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  having  been  re-elected 
since  his  acceptance  of  office  by  the  university  of 
Cambridge.  On  the  30th  of  the  same  month, 
Wilberforce,  who  had  been  labouring  in  his  voca¬ 
tion  session  after  session,  and  without  making  any 
material  progress  for  a  good  many  years  past — 
that  is,  in  parliament,  for  in  the  country  he  had  ob¬ 
tained  many  converts — moved  for  the  appointment 
of  a  committee  to  consider  the  propriety  of  intro¬ 
ducing  a  bill  for  the  abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade 
after  a  time  to  be  limited.  Addington  considered 
that  it  would  be  utterly  impracticable  to  carry  into 
execution  any  bill  founded  upon  such  views  as  Wil- 
berforce  had  adopted,  and  therefore  opposed  the 
motion.  But  both  Pitt  and  Fox  voted  tor  Wilber¬ 
force  ;  Pitt  declaring  that  if  the  question  were  for 
immediate  abolition  it  should  have  his  support,  and 
Fox  expressing  his  surprise  that,  so  many  years  after 
resolutions  had  been  passed  by  the  House  that  the 
inhuman  traffic  should  be  abolished,  they  should  be 
still  arguing  whether  it  were  practicable  to  abolish 
it  or  not.  All  the  Irish  members  present  voted  on 
the  same  side.  The  anti-abolitionists  made  no 
stand  in  speaking;  and  upon  a  division  Wilbcr- 
force’s  motion  was  earned  by  15  against  49.  A  bill 
framed  for  the  abolition  was  brought  into  the 
Flouse,  and  was  read  a  second  time  on  the  7th  of 
.lune,  after  a  long  discussion.  On  this  occasion, 
Pitt  denied  that  an  immediate  emancipation  of  the 
negroes  was  the  necessary  consetpience  of  abolish- 

liCtter  from  Sir  .Tanius  Mjickiiitosh,  who  was  hy  this  timo  pujoy- 
ini»  in  India  tlie  situation  of  Ueconler  of  Jlofnbat*  wlu;‘)i  had  Ihuui 
^i \  to  l\iin  hy  the  Addinj^ton  adininislnition  throii^h  the  rccom- 
mendatiuus  of  Spencer  Perceval,  Canning,  and  \V.  Adam. 

t  Id. 

J  Letter  to  M.  Uuniout,  in  Life  of  S.r  Samuel  Uomilly,  Ijy  his 
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ing  the  slave  trade.  Wilberforce’s  majority  was 
now  much  increased,  the  number  voting  for  the 
second  reading  being  100  against  42.  From  this 
hour  he  began  to  believe  that  the  assiduous  labour 
of  long  years  was  about  to  be  rewarded — that 
the  great  object  of  his  life  was  about  to  be  accom¬ 
plished.  Through  the  pressure  of  other  business, 
and  the  lateness  of  the  season,  the  bill,  after  the 
motion  for  its  being  committed  had  been  carried 
by  79  against  20,  was  however  postponed  to  the 
next  session.* 

On  the  5th  of  June,  the  day  after  the  king’s 
birth-day,  which  had  been  observed  even  with 
rather  more  than  the  usual  loyalty  and  rejoicing, 
Pitt  brought  forward  his  plan  for  the  military 
defence  of  the  country.  He  expressed  the  plea¬ 
sure  he  felt  in  finding  that  the  House  was  almost 
unanimously  agreed  as  to  the  present  and  para¬ 
mount  necessity  of  considering  the  means  of  pro¬ 
viding  not  only  for  our  internal  security,  but  also 
for  the  increasing  our  regular  army,  whereby  to 
gain  such  a  disposable  force  as  would  enable  us 
to  interfere  with  effect,  in  case  any  favourable  op¬ 
portunity  should  occur  on  the  continent  of  Europe. 
The  essential  part  of  his  plan  was  to  increase  the 
permanent  strength  of  the  regular  army.  To  this 
end  he  proposed  limiting  the  number  of  the  militia 
to  its  usual  amount  of  40,000  for  England  and 
8000  for  Scotland ;  and  removing  the  difficulties 
which  now  stood  in  the  w'ay  of  recruiting  for  the 
regular  army,  by  destroying  the  competition 
which  existed  between  those  who  recruited  for 
limited  service  and  those  who  recruited  for  general 
service.  He  did  not  dispute  the  policy  of  the  army 
of  reserve,  as  a  temporary  measure,  but  he  wished 
to  preserve  the  advantages  of  it  as  a  permanent 
means  of  recruiting  the  army ;  and,  besides,  the 
disadvantages  of  the  Army  of  Reserve  Act  at  present 
were,  that  its  penalties  induced  such  high  bounties 
to  be  given  for  substitutes,  as  interfered  materially 
with  the  increase  of  the  regular  army.  It  was  his 
wish  therefore  to  make  the  ballot  for  the  army  of 
reserve  less  burdensome  on  individuals,  and  to 
encourage  or  oblige  the  parishes  to  find  the  number 
of  men  assigned  as  their  proportions.  If  the 
parishes  failed,  he  wished  to  impose  on  tliera  a 
fixed  but  moderate  fine,  which  should  go  into  the 
general  recruiting  fund.  He  would  propose  that 
the  army  of  reserve  should  be  raised  for  five  vears, 
and  not  to  be  called  out  for  foreign  service,  but  yet 
to  serve  both  as  an  auxiliary  force  to  the  regular 
army  and  as  a  stock  from  which  that  army  might 
be  recruited : — he  wished  it  to  be  joined  to  the 
regular  army  in  the  w'ay  of  second  battalions  ;  and 
he  considered  that  from  so  close  a  connexion  a 
considerable  number  of  the  reserve  might  be  in¬ 
duced  to  volunteer  for  the  regular  army.  He  con- 

•  In  onp  of  the  debates.  Fox  “eave  Pitt  a  hard  knock  about  liis 
not  being  in  earncbt  about  aljolitiou  and  Wilberfoicp  confesses  that 
lie  himself  "  never  was  so  dissjilislied  with  Pitt  as  at  this  time.”  lie 
tells  us,  however,  that,  when  the  case  was  again  argued  before  Die 
House,  Pitt  grew  more  warm  in  the  c.in.so,  moved  a  resolution  against 
hearini;  over  again  counsel  and  evidence  for  the  planners,  Xc.”,  and 
carried  it  without  a  division.  But  Addington,  he  says,  continued 
“  most  vc-xations.” 
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eluded  by  moving  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for 
the  creation  of  an  additional  force,  &c.  Addington 
strongly  objected  to  the  plan,  as  being  of  too  com¬ 
pulsory  a  nature,  and  unfit  for  a  country  that  bad 
a  free  constitution  ;  Windham,  though  insisting 
on  the  necessity  of  increasing  the  regular  army, 
and  on  the  superiority  of  this  plan  over  its  pre¬ 
decessors,  considered  that  there  was  in  it  an  inju¬ 
dicious  mixture  of  the  voluntary  and  the  compul¬ 
sory  ;  Fox  disapproved  of  the  principle  of  creat¬ 
ing  a  limited  force  for  the  purpose  of  creating  a 
general  one,  and  feared  that  recourse  would  be  had 
to  artifices  in  order  to  entice  men  who  had  enlisted 
for  limited  service  to  enter  into  the  regular  army  : 
but,  without  any  division,  leave  was  given,  and  the 
bill  was  brought  in  and  read  a  first  time.  It  en¬ 
countered  considerable  opposition  in  its  later  stages 
(the  ])remier  now'  finding  arrayed  against  him  his 
relative  Lord  Temple  and  most  of  tlie  Grenville 
party)  ;  and  the  second  reading  was  carried  only 
by  a  majority  of  40,  the  numbers  being  221  against 
181  ;  but  after  some  amendments  the  third  read¬ 
ing  was  allow'ed  without  any  division,  and  the  bill 
became  law  by  the  end  of  the  session,  though  not 
without  considerable  opposition  in  the  Lords, 
which  ])roceeded  pTinci[)ally  from  those  members 
of  the  Addington  administration  who  had  quitted 
otfice  with  him,  and  from  Lord  Grenville  and  bis 
party.  During  the  discussions  upon  it  in  the 
Commons,  Sheridan,  who  was  in  a  long  paroxysm 
of  fury  at  the,  by  him,  unexpected  construction  of 
the  present  ministry,  and  who  was  prophesying  at 
all  times  and  places  that  it  would  not  stand  three 
months,  panegyrized  the  virtues  and  constitution¬ 
alism  of  Addington.  He  said  that  that  gentle¬ 
man’s  entering  into  office  w'as  a  sacrifice,  and  his 
retirement  a  triumph  ;  that  the  manner  of  bis 
quitting  office  did  him  much  honour; — when  he 
found  himself  opposed  by  a  very  formidable 
minority,  he  had  quitted  the  helm,  and  he  wished 
the  present  minister  would  act  in  the  same  man¬ 
ner,  now  that  he  found  his  own  majorities  still 
smaller  than  those  of  his  predecessor.  Sheridan 
was  at  the  same  time  exceedingly  abusive  against 
Pitt’s  plan  of  military  defence,  calling  it  a  little, 
puny,  rickety  bantling,  which  must  be  sent  to  the 
parish  nurse,  instead  of  being  the  armed  Minerva 
which  was  expected  to  have  come  forth  from  the 
head  of  this  great  political  Jupiter!  Pitt  had 
replied  :  “  As  to  the  hint,  w  hich  had  been  so  kindly 
given  him,  to  resign,  it  was  not  broad  enough  for 
him  to  take  it.  Even  if  the  present  bill  were  lost, 
he  should  not,  tor  that,  consider  it  his  duty  to 
resign.  His  Majesty  had,  undoubtedly,  the  pre¬ 
rogative  of  choosing  his  own  servants ;  and  it  w'as 
now  too  evident  that  the  wish  for  another  change 
of  ministers  had  a  great  effect  in  the  opposition  to 
the  present  measure.  Yet  he  was  a  little  surprised 
at  meeting  such  decided  opposition  from  many 
with  whom  he  had  been  in  the  habit  of  cordially 
uniting  for  such  a  length  of  time  !  He  was  sur¬ 
prised  that  a  noble  lord  (Temple)  and  his  friends, 
who  once  were  so  partial  to  him  as  to  say,  ‘  that  if 


he  were  once  admitted  into  administration,  their 
fears  for  the  public  safety  would  be  considerably 
abated,’  should  now'  consider  it  their  duty  to  with¬ 
hold  their  services  from  the  public,  on  account  of 
the  exclusion  of  a  gentleman  (Fox)  wdth  whom 
they  had  been  so  little  in  the  hal)it  of  coinciding.” 
Mr.  T.  Grenville,  who  wms  not  in  the  house  when 
this  passed,  had  thought  it  proi)er  to  take  up  the 
subject  on  the  following  day.  He  was  anxious,  he 
said,  to  vindicate  himself,  and  those  with  whom  he 
was  most  closely  connected,  from  the  imputation 
of  inconsistency  which  had  been  cast  upon  them 
by  his  right  honourable  relation  (Pitt).  He  and 
his  political  friends  had  never  taken  such  a  view  of 
the  situation  of  the  country  as  to  suppose  that  the 
accession  of  any  one  individual,  whatever  his  abi¬ 
lities,  would  be  sufficient  to  work  out  the  salvation 
of  the  country.  They  had  thought,  and  they  con¬ 
tinued  to  think,  that,  in  the  present  critical  times, 
a  broad  and  comprehensive  administration  ought 
to  have  been  formed  ;  and,  for  his  part,  however 
high  his  respect  for  the  talents  of  his  right  honour¬ 
able  relation,  it  w'as  with  pain  and  regret  he  saw  him 
in  the  situation  he  now  held.  Lord  Temple,  too, 
emphatically  denied  that  he  had  ever  used  the  ex¬ 
pression  which  Pitt  had  attributed  to  him — denied 
that,  with  all  his  respect  for  ability,  he  ever  could 
have  conceived  that  the  accession  of  one  individual 
could  make  a  good  administration  of  that  which  he 
had  so  long  opposed.  The  truth  was — as  Wind¬ 
ham  observed — that  Temple  had  used  the  words, 
but  there  are  different  modes  of  construction 
adopted  in  different  cases.  Another  truth  was, 
that  the  Grenvilles,  who  knew  that  no  strong 
ministry  could  be  made  without  Pitt,  were  deter¬ 
mined  to  prove  that  no  strong  ministry  could  be 
made  without  them.  And  their  opposition  being 
thrown  into  the  common  lot,  with  the  passionate 
resistance  of  Fox,  and  the  quieter  cavillings  of 
Addington,  proved  in  the  end  too  weighty  a 
burthen  for  the  son  of  Chatham  to  bear. 

But  little  other  business  of  any  importance  was 
transacted  in  parliament  during  the  short  remainder 
of  this  session.  The  budget  had  been  discussed 
before  Pitt’s  reinstatement.  The  total  supplies 
granted  were — for  the  navy  12,350,606/.— for  the 
army  12,993,625/.  —  for  the  militia  and  fencible 
corps  6,159,114/. — for  the  ordnance  3,737,091/. — ' 
for  miscellaneous  services  4,217,295/. — for  extra 
miscellaneous  services  (relating  solely  to  Ireland) 
2,500,000/. — for  discharging  arreais  and  debts  on 
the  civil  list  591,842/. — for  an  additional  yearly 
sum,  out  of  the  consolidated  fund,  for  the  l)e.tler 
support  of  his  Majesty’s  household  60,000/.' — or  a 
grand  whole  of  53,609,574/.  !  To  raise  this  money 
recourse  was  had  to  new  taxes  and  duties,  to  loans 
and  annuities,  and  to  three  lotteries.  The  King 
was  well  enough  to  go  down  to  the  House  of  Lords 
and  prorogue  parliament  in  person  on  the  31st  of 
July.  The  Speaker,  in  presenting  some  bills  for 
the  royal  assent,  delivered  an  address,  in  which, 
after  mentioning  the  magnitude  of  the  grants  made 
by  the  Commons,  and  their  proud  satisfaction  to 
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see  that  the  permanent  debt  of  the  nation  was 
rapidly  diminishing,  at  the  same  time  that  the 
growing  prosperity  of  the  country  was  strengthen¬ 
ing  and  multiplying  all  its  resources,  he  said, 
“  Contemplating  the  war  in  which  we  are  engaged, 
the  character  and  the  means  of  our  enemy,  and 
the  possible  duration  of  the  contest,  although  we 
are  fearless  of  its  issue,  we  have  nevertheless 
deemed  it  our  indispensable  duty  to  deliberate  with 
unremitting  solicitude  upon  the  best  system  for 
our  military  defence ;  and  the  voluntary  spirit  of 
vour  people,  seconding  the  views  of  parliament, 
has,  at  the  same  time,  animated  all  ranks  of  men 
with  an  active  desire  of  attaining  to  such  a  state  of 
discipline  in  arms  as  may  enable  them  successfully 
to  co-operate  with  your  hlajesty’s  regular  and 
veteran  forces.  Thus  formidably  armed  and 
powerfully  sustained,  we  trust  that,  with  the  bless¬ 
ing  of  God,  we  shall  victoriously  maintain  your 
majesty’ s  throne,  and  transmit,  unimpaired,  to 
our  descendants,  the  most  perfect  form  of  govern¬ 
ment  which  the  world  has  ever  experienced  for 
the  practical  happiness  of  mankind ;  firmly  per¬ 
suaded  that  this  empire  will  long  outlast  the 
storms  which  have  overwhelmed  the  continent  of 
Europe  ;  and  earnestly  hoping  that  other  nations, 
now  fallen,  may  witness  the  destruction  of  a  ty¬ 
ranny  founded  on  fraud  and  violence,  and  cemented 
with  innocent  blood,  and  again  recover  their  an¬ 
cient  power  and  independence,  as  the  best  gua¬ 
rantees  for  the  future  welfare  and  tranquillity  of 
the  civilized  world,”  The  king’s  speech  con¬ 
tained  still  plainer  allusions  to  the  new  coalition 
which  was  in  course  of  formation  on  the  Continent, 
but  which,  in  the  end,  was  precipitated  without 
any  proper  concert  among  the  sovereigns,  and 
without  any  high  principles  in  any  of  the  con¬ 
tracting  powers,  and  which,  therefore,  terminated 
in  fresh  loss,  humiliation,  and  disgrace.  The 
speech  said,  too,  that  Bonaparte  was  daily  aug¬ 
menting  his  vast  preparations  for  invading  this 
country,  and  that  the  attempt  appeared  to  have 
been  delayed  only  with  the  view  of  procuring  addi¬ 
tional  means  for  carrying  it  into  execution.  But 
at  the  same  time  the  utmost  confidence  was  ex¬ 
pressed  in  the  skill,  valour,  and  discipline  of  the 
naval  and  military  forces,  aided  by  the  voluntary 
zeal  and  native  courage  of  the  ]ieople,  which,  his 
majesty  doubted  not,  would,  under  the  blessing  of 
Providence,  not  only  repel  the  danger  of  the  mo¬ 
ment,  but  succeed  in  establishing,  in  the  eyes  of 
foreign  nations,  the  security  of  tliis  country  on  a 
basis  never  to  be  shaken.  The  speech  concluded 
with  these  words — “  In  addition  to  this  first  and 
great  object,  I  entertain  the  animating  hope  tliat 
the  benefits  to  be  derived  from  our  successful  ex¬ 
ertions  will  not  be  confined  M'ithin  ourselves  ;  but 
that,  by  their  example  and  their  consequences,  they 
may  lead  to  the  re-establishment  of  such  a'system 
in  Europe  as  may  rescue  it  from  the  ])recarious 
state  to  which  it  is  reduced;  and  may  finally  raise 
an  effectual  barrier  against  the  unbounded  schemes 
of  aggrandisement  and  ambition  which  threaten 
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every  independent  nation  that  yet  remains  on  the 
Continent.” 

The  invasion,  as  we  know,  came  to  nothing, 
nor  was  the  continental  coalition  completed  this 
year.  But  the  coasts  of  France,  both  on  the  Me¬ 
diterranean  and  on  the  ocean  and  its  channel, 
were  again  insulted  and  disturbed  by  British 
fleets  and  squadrons,  while,  in  the  more  remote 
seas,  other  colonies  belonging  to  her,  or  to  her 
dependency  the  Batavian  Republic,  were  captured. 
The  important  though  unhealthy  colony  of  Suri¬ 
nam  was  taken,  at  the  beginning  of  May,  by  the 
forces  under  Major-General  Sir  Charles  Green  and 
Commodore  Hood,  which  had  been  collected  at 
Barbadoes  for  the  expedition,  some  short  time 
after  the  reduction  of  Demerara,  Essequibo,  and 
the  other  old  Dutch  colonies  in  1803.  Goree,  on 
the  coast  of  Africa,  was  lost  and  won  again.  On 
the  18th  of  January,  a  small  French  force,  which 
was  hugging  the  coast,  in  order  to  escape  the  quick 
sight  of  the  English  cruisers,  compelled  Colonel 
Frazer,  and  a  garrison  of  twenty-jive  white  men, 
to  capitulate.  But  on  the  7th  of  March,  Captain 
Dixon,  of  the  ‘Inconstant’  frigate,  retook  the  island, 
and  made  the  French  captors  captives. 

The  French  admiral  Linois,  who  had  reached 
Pondicherry,  and  who  had  been  enabled  to  escape 
from  that  roadstead,  finding  he  could  do  no  good 
in  the  Mahratta  w'ar,  hoped  to  do  some  mischief  to 
the  English  by  picking  up  a  few  of  their  stray 
Indiamen.  He  had  captured  several  of  these  ships, 
and  had  plundered  the  English  factory  at  Bencoo- 
len,  when,  on  the  14th  of  February,  he  fell  in  with 
a  rich  fleet  of  East-Indiamen  and  country  ships 
that  were  coming  from  China,  and  on  the  point  of 
entering  the  straits  of  Malacca.  As  Linois.  had 
with  him  a  ship  of  the  line,  three  frigates,  and  a 
brig,  and  as  our  merchant  vessels  had  no  men-of- 
war  to  convoy  them,  he  made  quite  sure  of  an  easy 
swoop  and  of  an  immense  prize.  But,  by  this  time, 
the  Company’s  ships  were  generally  armed  and 
well  officered  ;  and  Captain  (afterwards,  by  grace 
of  this  action)  Sir  N.  Dance,  w'ho  was  acting  as 
commodore  to  the  fleet  of  traders,  was  both. an 
able  and  a  brave  sailor.  At  sunset,  Linois  was 
close  up  with  the  English  rear,  and  Dance  was  in 
momentary  expectation  of  an  attack ;  but  the  French 
hauled  to  windward;  and  the  India  ships  lay-to 
in  line  of  battle  all  night,  the  men  being  at  their 
quarters  and  ready  to  engage  at  any  moment.  At 
day-break  of  the  15th,  Dance  saw  his  enemy  lying- 
to,  about  three  miles  to  wnndw-ard  ;  and,  at  the 
sight,  he  gallantly  hoisted  his  colours,  and  offered 
him  battle,  if  he  chose  to  come  down.  I.inois’s 
ship  of  the  line  and  his  three  frigates  showed 
French  colours,  the  lirig  Dutch  colours.  At  nine 
o’clock,  finding  that  the  FTench  would  not  come 
down.  Dance  formed  in  order  of  sailing,  and  steered 
his  course  under  an  easy  sail.  Linois  then  filled 
his  sails  and  edged  towards  him.  At  one  p.m.. 
Dance,  finding  that  the  enemy  were  proposing  to 
cut  off  his  rear,  made  the  signal  to  tack,  and  bear 
down  on  them,  and  engage  in  succession.  This  ma- 
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ncieuvre  was  correctly  performed  by  three  of  the 
Indiamen;  and  the  rest  stood  towards  Linois  under 
a  press  of  sail.  The  French  then  formed  in  very 
close  line,  and  opened  their  fire  on  Dance’s  head¬ 
most  ships,  which  did  not  return  their  fire  until 
they  got  to  closer  quarters.  The  ‘  Royal  George’ 
bore  the  brunt  of  the  action,  getting  very  near  the 
enemy,  engaging  for  about  forty  minutes,  and 
firing  eight  or  nine  broadsides.  She  was  ably 
seconded,  as  they  came  np,  by  the  ‘  Ganges,’  ‘  Earl 
Camden,’  ‘  Warley,’  and  ‘  Alfred  ;’  the  ‘  Ganges  ’ 
being  in  action  about  thirty-five  minutes,  and  firing 
seven  or  eight  broadsides ;  the  ‘  Earl  Camden’ 
being  in  action  about  twenty-five  minutes,  and  the 
two  other  named  ships  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour. 
Before  any  more  of  the  Indiamen  could  come  up 
and  engage,  the  enemy  hauled  their  wind,  and 
stood  away  to  the  eastward,  under  all  the  sail  they 
could  set.  At  two  p.m.,  Dance  made  the  signal 
for  a  general  chace,  and  pursued  Linois  until  four 
P.M.;  when,  considering  the  immense  property  at 
stake,  and  fearing  that  a  longer  pursuit  would 
carry  hi  nr  too  far  from  the  mouth  of  the  Straits  of 
hlalacca,  the  gallant  commodore  of  this  well-con¬ 
ducted  merchant  fleet  made  the  signal  to  tack ; 
and,  the  signal  being  well  obeyed,  by  eight  in  the 
evening  they  all  anchored  safely  in  a  situation  to 
enter  tire  Strait  the  next  morning.  Nothing  more 
was  seen  of  Linois,  who,  according  to  his  own 
account,  had  run  away  through  fear  of  being  sur¬ 
rounded.  The  ‘  Royal  George’  had  one  man  killed, 
and  another  wounded,  many  shot  in  her  hull,  and 


more  in  her  sails.  Not  a  man  was  hurt  in  any  of 
the  other  ships :  only  a  few  shots  touched  the 
‘  Ganges’  and  ‘  Earl  Camden  ;’  for  the  fire  of  the 
enemy  seemed  to  be  but  ill  directed,  his  shot  either 
falling  short  or  passing  over  head.  Dance  ren¬ 
dered  a  proper  tribute  to  the  captains  and  crews, 
who  had  not  been  trained  to  fight,  and  whose 
ships,  after  all,  were  indififerently  armed,  and,  like 
all  merchant  vessels,  in  very  imperfect  fighting 
order.*  “  Captain  Timms,”  said  Dance,  in  his 
letter  to  the  Court  of  Directors,  “  carried  the  ‘  Royal 
George’  into  action  in  the  most  gallant  manner. 
In  justice  to  my  brother  commanders,  I  must  state, 
that  every  ship  was  cleared  and  prepared  for  ac¬ 
tion  ;  and,  as  I  had  communication  with  almost  all 
of  them  during  the  two  days  we  were  in  presence 
of  the  enemy,  I  found  them  unanimous  in  the  de¬ 
termined  resolution  to  defend  the  valuable  pro¬ 
perty  entrusted  to  their  charge  to  the  last  extremity, 
with  a  full  conviction  of  the  successful  event  of 

*  Of  the  French  men-nf-war,  Linois's  ship  carried  84  jruus,  the 
‘Belle  Poule’  and  ‘  Semillante’  M’ere  heavy  frijrates,  the  ‘Berceau’ 
carried  22  long  eights,  and  two  Englisli  twelve-pounder  carronades, 
and  tile  large  Dutch  brig  had  18  guns;  hut  a  still  greater  advantak’e 
on  this  side  was  tlie  perfect  war-trim  of  tiie  ships.  Of  tlie  ludi  imen 
and  country’  ships  (llie  latter  being  inferior  to  the  form»'r)  there  were 
sixteen  drawn  up  in  the  line  of  battle,  and  they  carried  from  30  to  3fi 
guns  each.  Some  of  them  carried  upon  the  main-deck  26  niodiuni 
eighteen  pounders,  or  “carronades,”  weighing  about  28  cwt.,  and  of 
very  little  use  ;  guns  of  this  description,  indeed,  have  long  since  been 
exploded.  Ten  18-pounder  carronades ou  the  quarter-deck,  made  uj)  the 
36  guns.  Others  of  the  ships,  and  those  among  the  largest,  mounted 
long  12  and  6  pounders.  No  one  of  the  crews,  \^e  believe,  exceeded 
140  men,  and  that  number  included  Chinese,  Lascars,  S:c.  Moreover, 
in  fitting  the  ships,  so  much  more  attention  had  been  paid  to  stowage 
than  to  the  means  of  attack  and  defence,  that  one  and  sometimes  two 
butts  of  water  were  lashed  between  the  guns,  and  the  decks  in  general 
greatly  lumbered. — James* 
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their  exertions ;  and  this  spirit  was  fully  seconded 
hy  the  gallant  ardour  of  all  our  officers  and  ships’ 
companies.”  According  to  the  calmest,  the  most 
correct,  and  best  of  our  naval  historians,  “  the 
promptitude  and  firmness  of  Commodore  Dance 
and  his  brave  associates  undoubtedly  saved  from 
capture  a  rich  and  valuable  lleet.  The  slightest 
indecision  in  him  or  them  would  have  encouraged 
the  French  admiral  to  persevere  in  his  attack;  and, 
had  he  done  so,  no  efforts,  how'ever  gallant  and 
judicious,  could  have  prevented  a  part  of  the  fleet 
at  least  from  falling  into  his  hands.”*  In  this  case 
merit  was  properly  rewarded,  and  thereby  an  in¬ 
centive  >\as  given  to  other  seamen  not  in  the  na¬ 
tional  service.  The  commanders,  officers,  and 
crews  were  liberally  rewarded  by  the  East  India 
Company ;  Dance  received  the  honour  of  knight¬ 
hood  from  the  king  ;  and  among  the  sums  of  money 
voted  to  him  were  5000/.  by  the  Bombay  In¬ 
surance  Company.  Other  liberal  sums  were  given 
to  him  and  to  the  officers  and  crews  by  the  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  “  Patriotic  Fund.”  This  most  useful 
institution,  which  in  many  respects  merited  its 
name,  and  which  gave  an  admirable  impulse  to 
sailors  in  the  merchant  service,  who,  in  case  of 
wounds  and  loss  of  limbs,  could  not  look  to 
government  fur  rewards  or  pensions,  originated  at 
a  meeting  of  the  sulrscribers  to  Lloyd’s  Coffee¬ 
house,  held  on  the  20th  of  July,  1803,  Brook 
Watson,  Esq.  in  the  chair.  The  object  of  the  in¬ 
stitution  was  well,  and  even  eloquently,  explained 
in  the  second  and  third  resolutions  : — II.  “That, 
to  give  more  effect  and  energy  to  the  measures 
adopted  by  government  for  the  defence  of  our  liber¬ 
ties,  our  lives,  and  property  —  to  add  weight  to 
those  personal  exertions  we  are  all  readily  disposed 
to  contribute,  it  behoves  us  to  hold  out  every 
encouragement  to  our  fellow-subjects  who  may  be, 
in  any  way,  instrumental  in  repelling  or  annoying 
our  implacable  foe,  and  to  prove  to  them  that  '\e 
are  ready  to  drain  both  our  purses  and  our  veins 
in  the  great  cause  which  imperiously  calls  on  us  to 
unite  the  duties  of  loyalty  and  patriotism  with  the 
strongest  efforts  of  zealous  exertion. — III.  That,  to 
animate  the  efforts  of  our  defenders,  by  sea  and 
land,  it  is  expedient  to  raise,  by  the  patriotism  of 
the  community  at  large,  a  suitable  fund  for  their 
comfort  and  relief — for  the  ^lurpose  of  assuaging 
their  wounds,  or  palliating,  in  some  dearee,  the 
more  weighty  misfortune  of  the  loss  of  limbs — of 
alleviating  the  distresses  of  the  widow  and  orphan 
— of  smoothing  the  brow  of  sorrow  for  the  fall  of 
their  dearest  relatives,  the  ])rops  of  unhappy  in¬ 
digence  or  heljiless  age — and  of  granting  pecuniary 
rewards,  or  honourable  badges  of  distinction,  for 
successful  exertions  of  valour  or  merit.”  The 
large  funds  that  were  jiresently  raised  were  not 
left  idle  for  want  of  merit  to  recompense.  The 
seamen  in  our  jirivateers  and  common  trading 
vessels  began,  whenever  a  suitable  opportunity 
offered,  to  vie  with  the  heroes  of  the  national  navy  '; 
and,  during  the  remainder  of  this  long  war,  the 

•  James,  Na'al  Historj'  of  Great  IJrilain. 


heart  and  hope  of  many  a  brave  man  was  kept  up 
in  the  hour  of  danger  by  the  Patriotic  Fund,  and 
by  the  reflection  that,  if  he  were  maimed  or 
crippled  for  life,  he  would  not  be  left  to  beg  his 
bread,  or  if  he  were  killed,  and  had  a  wife  and 
children,  they  would  not  be  left  in  utter  destitution. 

In  the  autumn,  after  various  attempts  to  destroy 
the  French  flotillas  in  their  own  harbours  had 
failed,  Admiral  Lord  Keith  was  commanded  to 
make  an  experiment  with  the  absurd  and  not  very 
honourable  invention,  the  catamaran  flotilla.  This 
invention,  or  reproduction  (for  the  plan  was  not 
altogether  new),*  had  been  submitted  to  the  Ad- 

♦  Duvinj?  the  American  Tpvolutionary  war,  when  the  Americans 
were  so  very  weak,  in  sliippinn,  one  Bushnell  had  invented  a  similar 
machine,  and  Jiad  made  several  un^ucjcessful  attempts  to  cataraaranise 
our  men-of-war.  After  his  time  the  idea  had  been  taken  up  by  Ro¬ 
bert  Fulton,  an  American  eugiricer  and  projector,  who  pretended  a 
pliilanthropic  anxiety  to  put  an  end  l)y  this  means  to  the  liorrors  of 
maritime  war,  and  to  the  tyranny  exercised  over  the  seas  by  British 
ships,  but  who  in  reality  was  only  anxious  to  make  money  by  it,  by 
communicaiini*  the  secret  to  the  liiu'hest  bidder.  The  merits  which 
Fulton  afterwards  displayed  in  applying'  the  power  of  steam  to  navi¬ 
gation  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  question  of  hi-s  philanthropy,  or 
honuiir,  or  disinterested  nes.s ;  nor  do  his  scienlitic  merits  ever  appear 
to  have  included  any  new  principle,  or  even  one  original  idea:  they 
consisted  merely  in  a  business-like  perseverance.  In  the  first  inst.-ince 
Fulton  otTered  his  catamaran  or  torpedo  to  the  French  Directory,  those 
virtuous,  philanthropic,  and  war-haling  statesmen;  but  they  refused 
it;  iie  then  went  from  Paris  into  Holland,  and  ofi'ered  it,  ‘‘  for  a  con¬ 
sideration,”  to  the  Dutch  government;  but  they  would  have  nothing 
to  say  to  him.  When  Bonaparte  became  First  Consul,  and  wa.s 
trampling  out  with  his  iron  heel  the  little  life  that  u  as  left  in  the 
French  republic,  this  American  republican  did  not  hesitate  to  oiler 
his  submarine  infernal  machine  to  him.  Bonaparte,  who  afterwards 
put  into  manifestoes  and  Mouiieiirs  a  vast  deal  of  virtuous  declama¬ 
tion  against  England  for  employing  so  murderous  and  so  dishonour¬ 
able  a  means  of  war,  caught  at  the  projector’s  idea  at  once,  and 
appointed  citizens  Volney,  Monge,  and  Lajdace  to  examine  the  plan. 
Tiic  report  of  the  philos^phes  was  favourable,  aud  Fulton  was  sent 
to  Brest  under  a  promise  of  destroying  the  English  blockading  squa¬ 
dron.  But  Fulton  did  nothing,  and  he  was  very  soon  told  that  the 
French  government  had  no  further  occasion  for  his  services.  He 
says,  or  his  worthy  friend,  fello\i*citizen,  and  biographer,  Cadwal- 
lader  Golden,  of  New  York,  says  for  him,  that  his  failure  at  Brest 
was  owing  to  the  perversity  of  the  English  ships  in  not  coming  near 
enough  or  standing  still  enough.  ‘‘Through  the  whole  season  of 
IftOl,”  siiys  Cadwallader  Golden,  “did  Mr.  Fulton  watch  the  English 
ships  off  Brest;  but,  though  some  of  them  daily  approached,  yet  none 
came  so  near  as  to  be  exposed  to  the  eftect  of  his  attenipt.s.  In  one 
instance  he  came  near  a  British  74,  but  she  changed  her  position  just 
iu  time  to  save  herself  fr<im  being  blow  n  into  tiie  air.”  The  wicked 
ships  !  as  perverse  were  they  as  the  sparrows  that  will  not  ]>ermit  the 
juvenile  experimentalist  to  put  .s:ilt  upon  tlieir  tails  !  Before  going  to 
the  great  republican  Goshen  of  France  he  had  resided  (chiedy  in  the 
house  of  his  countryman  Benjamin  West,  the  liislorical  iiainter)  in 
England;  he  had  li\ed  for  some  time  iu  Birmingham,  had  taken  out 
1‘atents  for  various  pieces  of  machinery,  had  been  allowed  access  to 
our  manufactories  and  arsenals,  and  had  been  treated  with  as  much, 
or  probably  with  a  great  deal  more,  kindness  than  a  native  fumme  a~ 
would  then  have  met  with.  Though  these  circumstances  had 
not  prevented  his  attempting  to  sell  to  France  the  secret  which  was 
to  destroy  us,  upon  lindiug  his  services  dispensed  with  there,  he  set 
on  foot  negotiations  for  selling  the  same  secret  to  the  English  govern¬ 
ment,  in  order  that  they  might  blow  up  tlie  French.  He  had  been 
acquainted  with  that  hair-braiued  nobleman  Earl  Suinhopc,  who  was 
even  a  greater  experimentalist  in  physics  than  in  politics,  and  over 
whom,  as  it  has  been  well  said,  mystery  and  paradox  never  failed  to 
tlirow  a  spell.  Stunhope  spoke  w  iih  awful  solemnity  iu  the  House  of 
Lords  aljout  this  grand  and  terriJic  plan  ;  and  at  his  invitation  or  eu- 
couragen;cnt  the  American  Archimedes  came  oNcr  once  more  to 
London,  and  tliere  succeeded  in  inoculating  some  of  onr  statesmen 
with  tlie  great  belief.  Un  the  failure  of  his  first  machine  lie  invented 
another  one,  which  appears  to  have  been  a  sort  of  submarine  boat 
with  a  self-moving  ])owpr;  but  one  experiment  had  brought  derision 
enough  uj>on  our  ministry.  Fulton  himseli  allows  lliat  Lord  Mel¬ 
ville  had  condemned  the  torpedo  or  catamaran  without  a  momeut’s 
consideration.  In  tlie  first  letter  he  addressed  to  MeUille  he  de¬ 
scribed  Bonaparte,  from  whose  service  he  liad  so  recently  been  turned 
out,  as  a  tyrant  who  had  set  himself  aho^e  all  law,  as  a  wihl  beast 
unrestrained  by  any  law,  and  that  ouglit  to  he  hunted  down  as  the 
enemy  of  mankind.  Yrt  six  years  after  the  d-ite  of  this  letter  to  the 
English  minister,  Fulton,  who  Inul  returned  to  America,  considering 
that  Ins  services  were  not  sunicit*ntly  remunerated  in  his  owncoun«ry, 
and  that  France  aflbrded  the  prosuect  of  the  market,  offered  his 
“  torpedo  system”  improved  to  “  the  tyrant”  and  *'  wihlhea.st,”  and  in 
a  IcUer  addressed  to  President  Madison,  who  made  himself  an  in^tru- 
menl  to  French  ambition,  he  earnestly  recommemled  that  he,  the  said 
President  of  the  United  States,  should  recommend  Ids  improved  ma¬ 
chine  to  the  EmiK-Tor  of  France,  who  would  then  have  “a  noble  opportu¬ 
nity  to  display  a  magnanimity  of  xoul,  a  yfvdness  of  hearty  which  would 
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(lington  administration,  who  had  approved  of  it, 
and  had  left  it  to  Pitt  and  Melville  as  an  official 
legacy.  Lord  St.  Vincent,  the  first  lord  of  the 
admiralty  under  the  Addington  administration,  ap¬ 
pears,  however,  to  have  set  his  face  against  this 
inglorious  mode  of  w'arfare ;  feeling,  as  every 
British  officer  ouglit  to  have  felt,  that,  setting  aside 
the  intent,  such  devices  were  for  the  weak,  and 
not  for  the  strong.  The  parties  who  ranged  them¬ 
selves  in  opposition  to  Pitt’s  reconstructed  minis¬ 
try  had  urged  on  him  the  e.Aperiment.  The  in¬ 
vention  or  reproduction  consisted  of  a  coffer  of 
about  twenty-one  feet  long  and  three  and  a  cpiarter 
broad,  resembling  in  outward  appearance  a  log  of 
mahogany,  except  that  its  two  extremities  were 
cut  into  a  wedge  shape.  Inside  it  was  lined  with 
lead,  outside  it  had  a  coating  of  canvas  payed  over 
with  hot  pitch.  It  was  stuffed  full  of  gunpowder 
(about  forty  barrels  being  considered  a  proper 
stuffing),  and  in  the  midst  of  the  loose  powder 
there  was  a  piece  of  machinery  or  clock-work,  the 
mainspring  of  which,  on  the  withdrawing  of  a  peg, 
placed  transversely  on  the  lid  of  the  infernal  coffer 
or  coffin,  w’ould,  in  from  six  to  ten  minutes,  draw 
or  strike  the  trigger  of  a  lock,  and  explode  the 
whole.  As  the  weight  of  the  gunpowder,  clock¬ 
work,  &c.  would  just  keep  the  lid  or  deck  of  the 

add  liistvp  to  Ills  great  actions,  and  secure  to  him  the  admiration  of 
the  civilised  world.”  Both  these  documents  are  printed  by  liis  ad¬ 
miring,  enthusiastic  biographer.  They  are  decisive  as  to  the  charac¬ 
ter  of  Robert  Fulton,  and  the  moral  discrimination  of  Cadwallader 
Golden. — Art,  in  Quart.  Rer.y  Vul.  XIX. y  on  ‘  The  Life  of  Hubert  Ful¬ 
ton,  By  his  friend  Cadwallader  D.  Colden,  §'C.  Xeiv  York,  1817.’ 

It  is  said  that  Fulton,  some  time  in  the  year  1801,  when  the  first 
so-called  army  of  England  was  collected  on  tiie  French  coast,  and 
when  the  orators  of  the  tribunate  were  wishing  “  only  for  a  fair  wind 
and  thirty-six  hours,”  presented  liimself  to  Bonaparte  ;  told  him  Uiat 
he  could  waft  his  army  over  the  Channel  in  the  teeth  of  any  wind, 
and  in  spite  of  tide  and  storm ;  and,  in  short,  laid  before  him  the 
whole  art  and  mystery  of  Steam  Navigation;  and  it  is  added  tliat 
Fulton’s  plan  with  details  was  submitted  by  the  Fir.st  Consul  to  a 
commission  of  his  sauans,  who  reported  upon  it  that  it  was  visumary 
and  impracticuhle,  and  thus  by  their  folly  and  conceit  deprived  Bona¬ 
parte  of  a  certain  means  of  invading  and  conquering  this  country. 
But  the  story  is  open  to  many  doubts,  and  the  conclusion  drawn  from 
it,  though  meant  to  be  striking,  is  absurd.  Five  or  six  years  after 
this  period  Fulton’s  perseverance  led  to  the  construction  of  a  steam¬ 
boat  at  New  York,  in  which  the  contrivances  of  a  score  of  preceding 
experimentalists  were  resorted  to,  and  in  which  there  was  little  or 
nothing  of  his  own  invention ;  but  it  does  not  appear  that  he  had 
seriously  taken  up  the  subject  in  1801,  which  was  the  year  he  was 
employed  watching  the  British  ships  off  Brest;  and  in  1803,  when 
he,  in  conjunction  with  Mr.  Livingstone,  made  some  experiments  on 
the  Seine,  the  result  was  very  incomplete  and  imsatisfactory.  It  was 
therefore  not  very  likely  that  Fulton  had  done  in  1801  what  he  could 
not  do  in  1803.  For  the  story  to  iiave  any  point  at  all,  Fulton  ought 
to  have  been  the  original  inventor  of  the  means  of  applying  steam  to 
navigation,  or,  if  not  the  inventor,  at  least  the  sole  depository  of  the 
secret.  But  all  that  he  knew  he  liad  learned  in  Great  Britain,  where 
he  had  seen  the  experiments  which  Symington  luul  commenced  on 
the  Forth  and  Clyde  Canal.  But  long  before  Symington’s  time  ex¬ 
periments  had  been  made,  not  only  in  England,  but  even  in  France. 
In  1778  trials  were  made  on  a  large  scale  at  Baiime-les-Dames  by  the 
Marquis  de  Jouffroi,  who  subse([ueutly,  in  1781,  tried  a  steam-boat 
of  Considerable  dimensions  upon  the  river  Saone  at  Lyons.  This 
vessel  had  a  single  paddle-wheel  on  each  side,  and  the  machinery  aj>- 
pears  to  have  been  constructed  with  much  skill,  although  it  was  defi¬ 
cient  in  strength.  The  storms  of  the  Revolution  inteirupted  tlie 
Marquis’s  experiments,  and  drove  him  from  his  country.  \Vhen  tiie 
Marquis  returned  to  France  about  1796  he  found  that  M.des  Blancs, 
a  watchmaker  of  Trevoux,  had  taken  out  a  patent  for  a  steam-vessel, 
which  appears  to  have  been  nothing  but  a  copy  of  llie  boat  and  ma¬ 
chinery  whicii  he  had  himself  tried  years  before  on  the  Saone.  The 
watclunaker,  who  continued  making  experiments  for  some  years,  was 
much  more  likely  than  Fulton  to  have  presented,  and  at  an  earlier 
date  than  1801,  to  the  French  government  the  steam-uavigauou  plan, 
with  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  it  when  the  plan  should  be 
perfected.  But  iu  fact  the  plan  was  not  perfected  and  available  until 
1806,  and  in  1801  there  were  scores  of  English  engineers,  and  many 
American  and  French  engineers,  who  knew  as  much  as  Fulton  cimld 
know ;  and  any  successful  imjiiovement  in  France  would  have  been 
known  in  England  in  spite  of  tlie  war,  and  for  every  ten  steam-ships 
the  Bnlish  goverumeut  would  have  been  able  to  turn  out  a  hundred. 


coffer  even  with  tlie  water’s  edge,  it  was  calculated 
that  the  combustion  would  take  place  under  water, 
and  that  the  catamaran,  by  being  towed  or  driven 
(it  had  no  mast  or  sail,  and  the  weight  of  a  single 
powder-monkey  would  have  sunk  it  too  low  in  the 
water)  right  under  an  enemy’s  ship,  would  cleave 
to  it  like  a  torpedo  or  a  barnacle,  until  it  blew  into 
the  air  with  every  soul  on  board.  In  order  that 
the  embrace  might  be  the  surer  and  the  closer,  at 
one  of  the  wedge  ends  there  was  a  line  with  a  sort 
of  grappling-iron  at  its  extremity,  kept  afloat  by 
pieces  of  cork,  and  intended  to  hook  itself  to  the 
cable  of  the  ship  to  be  destroyed,  and  swing  the 
coffer  close  alongside. t  It  was  in  vain  that  the 
officers  sneered  at  and  the  sailors  damned  at  these 
ugly  coffins ;  patriots  and  philosophers  ia  both 
houses  of  parliament  had  mysteriously  recom¬ 
mended  the  great  experiment,  and  the  orders  of 
government  for  their  use  were  peremptory.  The 
appearance  of  about  150  French  gunboats,  prames, 
and  floating-batteries,  moored  in  a  double  line  out¬ 
side  the  pier  of  Boulogne,  offered  the  best  of  op¬ 
portunities  for  trying  the  effect  of  these  boasted 
machines.  And  accordingly  on  the  morning  of 
the  1st  of  October  Admiral  Lord  Keith  made  his 
preparations,  anchoring  near  shore  with  three  line- 
of-battle  ships  and  several  frigates,  to  cover  or 
co-operate  iu  the  operations  of  the  bomb-ships, 
fire-ships,  and  the  catamarans,  which  last  were  to 
do  the  opvs  mapnvm.  On  the  following  day  four 
large  fire-ships  were  towed  right  among  the  French 
gunboats  ;  they  exploded  with  an  awful  noise,  and 
created  a  great  alarm  not  only  in  the  French 
flotilla,  but  also  in  the  shore  batteries,  and  among 
vast  bodies  of  troops  that  were  stationed  along  the 
coast  with  numerous  field-pieces ;  but  the  French 
were  quit  for  the  momentary  fear,  the  four  fire¬ 
ships  only  wounding  some  half-dozen  of  men,  and 
blowing  up  nothing  but  themselves.  But  the 
catamarans,  of  which  four  or  five  were  exploded, 
would  have  done  still  less  than  the  fire-ships,  if  it 
had  not  been  for  an  unexpected  accident.  An 
English  boat,  having  just  done  towing  a  catamaran, 
was  abandoned  by  her  crew,  but  left  with  a  sail 
up.  A  heavily- armed  launch  made  a  rush  at  the 
abandoned  boat,  and  twenty-seven  French  soldiers 
and  sailors  presently  leaped  into  it.  But  scarcely 
had  these  soldiers  and  sailors  cleared  off  with  their 
prize,  ere  their  heavily-armed  launch  ran  foul  of 
the  catamaran,  and  was  instantly  blown  into  the 
air,  with  the  loss  of  her  remaining  crew,  consisting 
of  her  commander  and  thirteen  soldiers  and  sailors. 
In  the  whole  afiiair,  which  lasted  from  nine  o’clock 
in  the  evening  of  the  2nd  of  October  till  four 
o’clock  in  the  morning,  the  French  had  only  four¬ 
teen  killed  and  seven  wounded,  and  the  Lnglish 
had  not  a  single  miin  hurt — so  that,  hut  for  the 
gunpowder  consumed,  the  absurdity  of  the  expe¬ 
riment  might  have  ended  in  a  hearty  laugh  on  our 
side.  And,  as  it  was,  loud  was  the  laugh  and 
enduring  was  the  derision  elicited  by  this  catamaran 
expedition!  The  Admiralty  which  had  ordered 
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the  experiment  got  the  name  of  the  “  Catamaran 
Admiralty  although,  in  strict  fairness,  the  de¬ 
signation  ought  rather  to  have  been  applied  to 
their  predecessors. 

In  declaring  war  against  France,  the  British  go¬ 
vernment  had  included  Holland,  but  had  not  in¬ 
cluded  Spain,  which  country,  although  not  actually 
occupied  by  French  arms,  was  almost  as  much 
under  French  influence  and  dictation  as  was  the  so- 
styled  Batavian  Republic,  Intelligence  having  been 
received  in  London  that  an  armament  was  fitting 
out  in  the  Spanish  port  of  Ferrol,  that  a  considerable 
Spanish  force  was  already  collected  there,  and  that 
French  troops  were  expected  to  join  them,  the  Ad¬ 
miralty  immediately  dispatched  a  squadron  to  cruise 
off  Cadiz,  to  intercept  and  capture  four  Spanish 
frigates  known  to  be  bound  to  that  port  from  hlonte 
Video,  with  an  immense  quantity  of  specie  on 
board.  The  commodore  of  this  squadron  was 
Captain  Graham  Moore,  the  amiable  and  gallant 
brother  of  General  Sir  John  Moore;  he  carried  his 
flag  in  the  ‘  Indefatigable,’  44-gun  frigate,  and  was 
accompanied  only  by  three  other  lighter  frigates. 
On  the  5th  of  October  the.  four  British  frigates  dis¬ 
covered  near  Cape  Santa  Maria  the  four  expected 
Spanish  frigates,  which  were  under  the  command 
of  Don  Jose  Hustamente,  and  which  were  carrying 
all  sail  to  get  into  Cadiz  Bay,  now  so  near  at  hand. 
After  ineffectually  hailing  the  Spaniards  to  shorten 
sail.  Captain  Moore  lired  a  shot  across  the  fore-foot 
of  the  foremost  frigate,  which  carried  the  rear-ad¬ 
miral’s  flag,  and  which  then  took  in  sail.  A  lieu¬ 
tenant  was  forthwith  dispatched  by  Moore  to  in- 
furm  the  Spanish  commander  that  his  orders  were 
to  detain  the  squadron,  and  that  his  wish  was  to 
execute  those  orders  without  bloodshed.  The  boat 


with  the  lieutenant  not  returning  so  soon  as  w-as 
expected,  Moore  made  a  signal  for  her,  and  fired 
another  shot  a-head  of  Bustamente’s  frigate.  The 
lieutenant  having  at  length  returned  with  an  un¬ 
satisfactory  answer,  Moore  bred  a  third  shot  a-head 
of  the  ‘  Medea,’  and  bore  down  close  tipon  her 
w'eather-bow,  being  followed  by  his  other  frigate. 
As  they  drew  near,  the  ‘  Mercedes’  fired  into  the 
‘  Amphion ;’  and  a  few  seconds  afterwards  the 
‘  Medea’  opened  her  fire  upon  the  ‘  Indefatigable.’ 
Moore  then  made  the  signal  for  close  battle ;  and 
it  commenced  on  the  English  side  with  uncommon 
animation.  In  nine  minutes  the  ‘  Mercedes’  blew 
up  with  a  tremendous  explosion,  close  alongside  her 
antagonist  the  ‘  Amphion.’  In  a  minute  or  tw'o 
afterwards  ‘  La  Fama’  struck  her  colours;  but,  as 
soon  as  her  antagonist,  the  ‘  Medusa,’  ceased  her 
fire,  she  re-hoisted  them,  and  endeavoured  to  make 
off.  The  ‘  Medusa  ’  followed  her,  firing  heavily  as 
she  went,  and  they  both  fell  away  to  leewuird.  The 
‘  Amphion,’  which  liad  sent  her  opponent  into  the 
air,  and  the  money  she  carried  to  the  bottom  of  the 
Bay  of  Biscay,  now  ranged  up  on  the  starboard 
quarter  of  the  ‘  Medea;’  and  upon  this  Don  Jose, 
who  had  already  sustained  for  seventeen  minutes 
the  terrible  broadsides  of  the  ‘  Indefatigable,’ 
hauled  down  his  colours  and  surrendered.  Five 
minutes  after  this  the  ‘  Clara’  struck  to  the  ‘  Lively  ;’ 
and  then  the  ‘  Lively,’  being  an  admirable  sailer, 
joined  in  the  pursuit  of  ‘  La  Fama.’  After  a  smart 
but  short  run,  finding  that  the  bow  guns  of  the 
‘  Lively’  were  reaching  her,  and  that  the  ‘  Medusa’ 
was  closing  upon  her,  ‘  La  Fama’  also  struck. 
Out  of  the  Spanish  ship  that  blew  up,  only  the 
second  captain  and  about  forty  men  were  saved ; 
the  ‘  Medea’  had  two  men  killed  and  ten  wounded ; 


CIVIL  AND  MILITARY  TRANSACTIONS  1804. 


105 


Chap.  L] 

the  ‘  Clara,’  seven  killed  and  twenty  wounded ; 

‘  LaFama,’  eleven  killed  and  fifty  wounded.  The 
loss  on  the  side  of  the  English  did  not  e.xceed,  al¬ 
together,  two  killed  and  seven  wounded,  and  but  a 
very  trifling  damage  was  sustained  in  hulls,  masts, 
or  rigging.  The  value  of  the  cargoes  captured 
netted  very  little  short  of  a  million  sterling ;  and 
this  was  considered  as  so  much  kept  from  the  ex¬ 
chequer  of  Bonaparte.  A  deep  domestic  tragedy 
cast  an  additional  cloud  over  this  very  questionable 
proceeding.  Captain  Alvear  had  embarked  in  the 
‘  Mercedes,’  carrying  with  him  his  wife,  four 
daughters,  and  five  grown-up  sons,  and  a  fortune 
estimated  at  about  30,000/.  sterling,  the  gradual 
savings  of  thirty  years’  toil  in  South  America. 
Not  many  minutes  before  the  battle  began,  Alvear 
and  his  eldest  son  went  on  board  the  Spanish  ad¬ 
miral’s  frigate ;  and  from  its  deck  they  witnessed 
the  awful  explosion  of  the  ‘  Mercedes,’  with  the 
destruction  not  only  of  their  fortune,  but  of  all  who 
were  dearest  to  them.  The  British  government 
restored  to  Captain  Alvear,  out  of  the  proceeds  of 
the  three  cargoes,  the  30,000/.  which  he  had  lost, 
but  they  could  not  bid  the  ocean  restore  its  dead. 
Those  who  concurred  in  the  expediency  doubted 
the  right  of  detaining  these  ships  ;  and  even  those 
who  defended  the  legality  of  the  act  could  not  help 
casting  severe  censure  on  the  English  admiralty  for 
not  having  sent — instead  of  a  force  very  little  more 
than  equal  to  that  of  the  Spaniards— such  a  for¬ 
midable  force  as  would  have  allowed  Bustamente 
to  submit  at  once,  without  an  appeal  to  arms,  and 
without  an  impeachment  of  his  honour.  The  whole 
transaction  could  not  but  produce  a  moral  effect 
very  unfavourable  to  the  government  of  Great 
Britain.  It  created  a  great  stir  at  IMadrid,  where 
a  party  decidedly  hostile  to  Bonaparte  had  previ¬ 
ously  been  forming  and  gathering  some  strength. 
On  the  27th  of  November  an  order  was  issued  to 
make  reprisals  on  English  property  ;  and  on  the  12th 
of  December  the  King  of  Spain  put  forth  his  formal 
declaration  of  war  against  Great  Britain.  Thus  a 
new  excitement  was  produced  which  tended  to  make 
the  Spaniards  rather  indifferent  to  the  state  crimes, 
and  acts  of  injustice  and  tyranny,  which  the  First 
Consul  and  Emperor  of  the  French  had  accumu¬ 
lated  during  the  present  year. 

In  spite  of  the  revelations,  representations,  and 
arguments  of  Fouche,  Bonaparte  continued  to  en¬ 
tertain  a  much  greater  hatred  and  dread  of  the 
Jacobins  and  Republicans  than  of  the  Bourbon 
Royalists.  Fouche  told  him  that  the  air  was  full 
of  daggers,  yet  he  persisted  in  believing  that  it  was 
only  the  rabid  Jacobin  faction  that  would  use  these 
daggers  against  him.  He  knew  he  had  converted 
nearly  all  the  leaders  of  the  Republican  party  by 
arguments  addressed  to  their  own  interest  and  ag¬ 
grandisement ;  he  saw  daily  the  men  who  had 
made  Republican  constitutions  and  declarations  of 
the  rights  of  man,  and  manifestoes  of  liberty  and 
equality,  and  forms  of  oaths  against  all  monarchic 
government,  taking  his  pay,  cringing  at  his  feet,  and 
writing  his  praise ;  hut  he  felt  that  there  were  still 
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some  fanatics  whom  he  could  neither  buy  nor  reach  ; 
and  now  and  then,  notw'ithstanding  the  slavery 
in  which  he  held  the  press,  a  republican  article 
would  appear,  and  produce,  in  some  of  the  corners 
and  by-places  of  France,  an  impression  and  a 
sympathy  which  seemed  to  prove  that  the  spirit  of 
Jacobinism  was  not  altogether  extinct.  Hence 
the  journals  were  placed  under  still  greater  restric¬ 
tions;  and  hence,  in  September,  1803,  a  Senatus 
Consultum  had  been  issued,  which,  “in  order,” 
as  it  stated,  “  to  secure  the  liberty  of  the  press,” 
forbade  any  bookseller  to  publish  any  book,  pam¬ 
phlet,  or  work  whatever,  until  he  had  previously 
submitted  a  copy  of  it  to  the  censors  or  commission 
of  revision.  The  nocturnal  arrests,  and  the  mys¬ 
terious  deportations  to  lonely  fortresses  on  the  re¬ 
mote  sea-coasts,  or  among  the  Jura  mountains,  the 
Pyrenees,  and  the  Alps,  had  continued  to  increase 
all  through  the  year  1803 ;  but  the  Consular  Reign 
of  Terror,  as  it  is  called,  w'as  principally  confined  to 
the  period  wdneh  intervened  between  the  month  of 
October  of  that  year  and  the  month  of  April,  1804. 
The  prisons  of  Paris,  and  particularly  the  Temple, 
were  crammed  with  state  or  political  prisoners ; 
and  the  practice  which  had  been  so  prevalent 
under  the  Jacobin  Reign  of  Terror,  namely,  that 
of  employing  nioutons,  or  spies,  committed  as  pri¬ 
soners,  in  order  to  worm  themselves  into  the  con¬ 
fidence  of  the  real  captives,  was  revived,  and  re¬ 
invigorated  to  a  most  monstrous  extent.  From 
time  to  time  a  victim  was  dragged  from  his  prison 
before  a  military  commission  sitting  in  Paris,  and 
whose  sittings,  like  those  of  the  Revolutionary  Tri¬ 
bunal  of  1793,  were  permanent;  and  on  the  fol¬ 
lowing  morning  a  short  paragraph  in  the  ‘  Moni- 
teur’  told  the  people  of  Paris  that  such  or  such  an 
enemy  to  the  country  had  been  found  guilty,  and 
fusiladed  in  the  plain  of  Grenelle.  Before  the 
military  commission,  at  the  moment  when  sen¬ 
tence  of  death  w'as  passed  upon  them,  and  at  the 
more  trying  moment  when  that  sentence  was  to  be 
executed,  when  the  gendarmes  stood  with  their 
muskets  loaded,  and  only  waiting  for  the  word  to 
fire,  these  victims  were  urged  to  confess  whatever 
they  might  know  of  plots  and  conspiracies  against 
the  Consular  government,  were  beset  by  the  cun¬ 
ning  devilish  agents  of  the  secret  police,  who  boro 
no  sign  nor  appearance  of  their  calling,  and  who 
tempted  the  wretched  men  with  promises  of 
pardon,  with  hopes  of  honour  and  reward,  if  they 
would  but  give  evidence  against  their  leaders  or 
associates.  It  is  true  that  many  of  these  helpless 
victims  knew  of  no  plot,  and  had  neither  leaders 
nor  accomplices ;  but  it  w'as  to  be  expected  from 
the  love  of  life  and  the  weakness  of  human  nature 
that  some  would  fabricate  a  plot,  and  denounce 
other  men  at  hazard,  or  as  the  secret  police  might 
indirectly  suggest,  in  order  to  escape  the  gendarmes’ 
bullets ;  and  this  notoriously  happened.  The 
system,  in  short,  had  the  same  effect  as  the  use 
of  torture  in  judicial  proceedings  in  the  old  times. 
But  even  this  last  accursed  means  of  extorting  con¬ 
fession  and  evidence  was  resorted  to  secretly,  and 
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on  not  a  few  occasion? — or  confidence  must  be 
denied  to  the  most  weierhty  testimony,  and  to  the 
universal  conviction  of  the  time.  The  only  man 
in  France  that  Bonaparte  feared  singly  was  Moreau, 
whose  militarv  reputation  was  second  only  to  his 
own,  who  was  warmlv  beloved  by  the  soldiers  who 
had  served  under  him,  and  who  had  frankly  shown 
a  decided  aversion  to  the  despotic  system  of  govern¬ 
ment  which  the  First  Consul  was  so  rapidly  build¬ 
ing  up.  With  Moreau  once  in  his  clutches,  or 
with  materials  and  charges  wherewith  to  discredit 
him  in  the  eyes  of  the  soldiery  and  the  people,  he 
calculated  that  the  throne  he  was  erecting  would  be 
firm  and  safe.  His  secret  police  well  knew  these 
not  secret  thoughts,  and  they  acted  conformably. 
For  a  long  time  nothing  could  be  vamped  up  or 
discovered  about  the  hero  of  Hohenlinden  except 
that  he  spoke  disparagingly  of  the  First  Consul, 
and  bitterly  of  bis  government ;  that  he  enter¬ 
tained  at  his  elegant  country-house  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  Paris  many  old  republican  officers 
who  had  not  adapted  their  political  sentiments  to 
present  circumstances  ;  and  that,  when  wine  and 
good  cheer  had  warmed  the  host  and  his  guests, 
hints  had  been  dropped  at  these  banquets  that  the 
Corsican  would  not  be  allowed  to  put  a  royal  or 
an  imperial  crovNTr  upon  his  head  without  having 
to  fight  a  harder  battle  than  that  of  Marengo.* 
But  at  last  the  police  presented  something  more 
decisive.  Five  men  from  Rritany,  who  had  been 
thrown  into  the  Temple  as  Chouans,  were  brought 
before  the  military  commission.  Two  of  them 
were  acquitted,  and  three  were  condemned  to  be 
fusiladetl.  Picot  and  ].iebourgeois  went  to  the 
place  of  execution  and  died  like  sturdy,  taciturn 
Breton  peasants ;  but  Querelle,  the  third  of  the 
condemned,  and  who  is  shrewdly  suspected  of 
having  been  all  along  nothing  but  an  agent  and 
moiti?n  of  the  police,  desired  to  speak  in  private  with 
IM.  Real,  councillor  of  state  and  one  of  the  managers 
of  the  secret  police ;  and,  after  the  close  conference, 
which  of  course  led  to  Querelle’s  enlargement.  Real 
reported  to  the  First  Consul  that  Georges -Cadoudal, 
the  Chouan  chief,  and  General  Pichegru,  who  had 
escaped  from  Guiana  to  England,  where  he  had 
devoted  himself  to  the  Bourbon  princes,  had 
secretly  landed  on  the  western  coast  of  France,  had 
conferred  with  Moreau,  and  were  both  at  this  verv 
moment  concealed  in  Paris.  Forthwith  General 
Savary  was  dispatched  to  the  coast  of  Britanv,  to 
tn.’  and  draw  the  Bourbon  princes  from  England 
into  a  snare ;  and  Real  and  the  police  were  put 
upon  the  alert  in  the  capital,  with  instructions  not 
to  seize  or  interrupt  Georges-Cadoudal  and  Piche¬ 
gru  until  they  could  fully  commit  Moreau  bv  proofs 
of  his  connexion  with  them  and  with  other  Bour¬ 
bon  royalists — proofs  which  would  for  ever  ruin 
IMoreau  with  the  republican  party,  and  so  degrade 
him  as  to  render  him  innocuous  and  helpless,  ano¬ 
ther  victim  for  the  plain  of  Grenelle,  if  that  finale 

•  Fouche.  wh'>  vas  at  this  moment  out  of  the  minislrv,  caused 
Moreau  \  t  vi-tittnl  by  men  of  his  own  old  republican  party;  and 
tht-se  men  were  iuductfii,  p-<‘rhar*«  unconscio*i&ly,  by  FoucUe’s  art,  to 
indueuce  aud  irritate  the  general's  mind.— 
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should  be  found  advisable.  The  Chouan  chief  and 
the  conqueror  of  Holland  were  indeed  in  Paris  ; 
but  it  was  Foiiche  who  had  brought  them,  and 
who  had  laid  the  whole  plot  for  reconciling  two 
men  so  opposite  in  character  and  in  political  senti¬ 
ment  as  Pichegru  and  Moreau.  All  this  the  ex¬ 
priest  and  ex- jacobin  had  done  by  a  side-wind, 
and  without  the  knowledge  of  Bonaparte  or  any  of 
his  government.  And  Fouche  had  his  private  or 
personal  reasons  for  this  line  of  conduct.  Shrink¬ 
ing  from  the  odour  of  his  bad  name,  irritated  at  the 
notion  that  men  believed  he  could  not  do  rvithout 
him,  and  moved  by  the  representations  of  those 
who  conceived  the  Consular  court  and  caliinet  to 
be  disgraced  by  the  presence  of  the  foul  blood¬ 
stained  Conveiitionist,  who  had  rivalled  the  cruel¬ 
ties  of  Carrier  and  Lebon,  and  who  held  that 
Fouche  invented  far  more  plots  than  he  discovered, 
the  First  Consul  had  made  him  a  senator,  but  had 
deprived  him  of  his  office  of  minister  of  police. 
This  office  Fouche  wanted  to  regain  ;  and  he  knew 
that  the  way  back  to  it  could  be  best  opened  by 
proving  that  the  present  managers  of  the  police 
knew  not  how  to  do  their  work,  and  were  so  dull 
and  blind  as  to  allow  a  formidable  conspiracy  to 
he  carried  on  under  their  very  noses  in  Paris, 
without  their  knowing  anything  about  it.  The 
first  proper  instrument  he  found  in  Lajolais,  an 
inirigant  of  the  first  water,  who  had  been  a  gene¬ 
ral  in  the  republican  armies,  who  had  aided  Pi¬ 
chegru  in  1794  in  his  intrigues  and  correspond¬ 
ence  with  the  Bourbon  princes,  and  who,  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  suspicions  and  of  his  close  intimacy  with 
that  general,  had  been  dismissed  the  service,  had 
suffered  a  long  imprisonment,  had  had  a  narrow' 
escape  from  the  guillotine,  and  was  now'  living  un¬ 
employed  and  almost  penniless  in  Paris.  He  still 
passed  among  the  Bourbonists,  whether  at  home 
or  in  England  and  elsewhere,  as  an  honest  partisan  ; 
hut  Fouche  knew  him  better,  and  gave  him  w'hat 
he  most  wanted,  money,  and  sent  him  to  renew  his 
acquaintance  with  his  old  commamler-in-chief,  to 
recommend  a  reconciliation  with  IMoreau,  and  to 
tempt  him  to  France  by  representing  that  a  great 
part  of  the  country  was  ripe  for  a  counter-revolu¬ 
tion,  and  that  the  Corsican  must  fall  if  the  con¬ 
queror  of  Holland  would  but  come  over  and  unite 
heart  and  hand  with  the  hero  of  Hohenlinden. 
4Yar  never  interrupted  the  going  and  coming  of 
smugglers  and  other  daring  adventurers ;  myste¬ 
rious  fast-sailing  boats  were  incessantly  gliding 
across  the  Channel ;  there  was  therefore  no  im¬ 
practicability  in  Lajolais  getting  to  the  English 
shore,  and  when  there  his  name,  connexions,  and 
supposed  devoted-Bourbonist  character,  would  faci¬ 
litate  his  progress  to  the  capital.  He  reached  Lon¬ 
don,  prevailed  on  Pichegru  and  his  friends  to  return 
privately  into  France,  and  then  set  off’  to  announce 
their  coming,  and  arrange  everything  for  their 
reception  and  destruction.  Querelle,  who  made 
the  disclosures  to  Real,  may  possibly  have  been  only 
a  faint-hearted  Chouan  conspirator,  hut  the  greater 
probability  is  that  he  was  retained  by  Fouche.  The 
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ex-father  of  the  Orfitory  had  such  a  persuasive  rhe¬ 
toric;  his  multiplied  villanies  had  given  him  a  great 
command  of  money;  and  he  was  disposed  to  trade 
upon  his  capital  in  order  to  increase  it  and  re¬ 
establish  his  power.  “  Fouche,”  says  Bourrienne, 

“  when  out  of  office  spent  a  great  deal  more  money 
among  the  emissaries  of  the  police  than  the  minister 
of  police  who  was  in  office.”  Besides,  it  is  not  for 
every  man  to  attain  perfection  in  such  a  science. 
Fouche  had  a  natural  genius  for  it,  and  his  long 
experience  and  acquaintance  with  the  scoundrelism 
of  France  was  more  perfect  than  any  other  func¬ 
tionary  could  hope  to  jrossess  without  years  of  prac¬ 
tice.  In  an  affair  of  such  complex  villany,  wherein 
half  of  the  conspirators  were  only  sham  conspira¬ 
tors,  agents  of  the  police,  or  desperate  intriguers 
who  took  money  at  one  and  the  same  time  from 
the  Bourbon  princes  and  the  emigrant  nobles  as 
royalists,  and  from  Fouche  as  anything  that  he 
might  choose  to  call  them ;  where  the  parties  se¬ 
riously  engaged  in  the  plot,  or  attempt  at  counter- 
reyolution,  entertained  such  opposite  yiews  and 
such  conflicting  principles  (the  Bourbonists  want¬ 
ing  to  make  mere  tools  for  the  occasion  of  Moreau 
and  the  Republicans,  and  the  Republicans  wanting 
to  make  tools  of  Georges-Cadoudal  and  the  Bour¬ 
bonists)  ;  and  above  all,  in  a  state  of  government  and 
society  where  every  mystification  was  practised, 
where  evidence  was  twisted  by  power,  and  where 
facts  were  invented  or  suppressed,  and  all  judicial 
proceedings  were  under  the  immediate  influence  of 
the  First  Consul,  it  may  easily  be  imagined  what  a 
dearee  of  obscurity  or  uncertainty  rests  on  the  real 
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nature  of  the  business.  It  appears,  however,  that 
Moreau  saw  Pichegru,  whose  treasons  to  the  Re¬ 
public  he  had  himself  denounced,  more  than  once, 
and  that  one  time  at  least  he  saw  the  Chouan  chief 
Georges-Cadoudal.  But  it  is  very  doubtful  whether 
Moreau  ever  connived  at  Pichegru’s  plans,  and 
w’hether,  on  discovering  the  decided  Royalist  ten¬ 
dency  of  them,  and  that  Picliegru  and  the  friends 
he  had  brought  over  with  him  were  neither  to  be 
turned  from  their  purpose,  nor  were  possessed  of 
means  and  faculties  to  work  out  any  purpose,  or 
give  weight  to  any  cause  wliatever,  he  did  not  break 
off  all  intercourse  with  them.  “  Moreau,”  says 
Bourrienne,  “  never  for  a  moment  desired  the  resto¬ 
ration  of  the  Bourbons.  I  was  too  well  acquainted 
with  M.  Carbonnet,  his  most  intimate  friend,  to  be 
ignorant  of  his  private  sentiments.  It  was,  there¬ 
fore,  Cjuite  impossible  that  he  could  entertain  the 
same  views  as  Georges-Cadoudal,  the  Poli^acs, 
Riviere,  and  others ;  and  even  they  had  no  inten¬ 
tion  of  committing  any  overt  acts.”  There  is  no 
better  testimony  than  Bourrienne’s ;  and  it  is  de¬ 
cidedly  against  the  rather  generally  received  im¬ 
pression  that  the  Chouan  chief  at  least  contem¬ 
plated  the  assassination  of  the  First  Consul.  Other 
evidence  to  the  same  effect  is  to  be  found  in  the 
high  heroic  character  of  Georges-Cadoudal ;  in  the 
fact  that  he  had  been  admitted  into  the  closest  con¬ 
fidence  of  the  Count  d’ Artois,  the  Duke  de  Berri, 
and  the,  other  emigrant  princes  residing  in  England, 
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[  who  had  their  faults,  their  follies,  and  their  vices, 

;  but  who  do  not  appear  ever  to  have  been  capable  ot 
I  employing  an  assassin ;  and,  furthermore,  in  the  cha- 
i  racter  of  his  associates,  thePolignacs  and  de  Riviere, 

!  who  had  come  over  from  London  with  him,  who 
i  were  hiding  with  him,  and  daily  consulting  with 
him  in  Pans,  and  without  whom  he  took  no  step, 
and  could  hope  for  no  success.  “  All  these  per¬ 
sons,”  savs  Bourrienne  (that  is  to  say,  Georges- 
Cadoudal'  the  Polignacs,  de  Riviere,  and  the  other 
Royalists  who  had  come  from  England),  “  had 
come  to  the  Continent  solely  to  investigate  the 
actual  state  of  affairs,  m  order  to  inform  the  princes 
of  the  House  of  Bourbon,  with  certainty,  how'  far 
they  might  depend  on  the  foolish  hopes  constantly 
held  out  to  them  by  paltry  agents,  who  were  always 
ready  to  advance  their  own  interests  at  the  expense 
of  truth.  These  agents  did  indeed  conspire,  but  it 
was  against  the  treasury  of  London,  to  which  they 
looked  for  pav.”  If  the  sincere  and  enthusiastic 
Rovalists,  who  had  put  their  lives  in  this  peril, 
found  that  the  disaffection  at  Paris  to  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  Bonaparte  was  as  great  as  had  been  reported, 
then  the  Count  d’ Artois,  or  the  Duke  de  Berri,  was 
to  land  on  the  coast  of  Britany,  and  raise  the  old 
white  flag,  which  there  at  least,  and  in  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  Vendee,  was  sure  to  attract  numbers  to  it. 
If  this  version  of  the  story  is  liable  to  doubt,  it  is 
certainly  less  so  than  the  version  given  by  the 
‘  Moniteur,’  and  by  the  Bonapartist  historians  or 
memoir  writers.  The  affair  of  the  infernal  ma¬ 
chine  had,  however,  been  traced  pretty  clearly  to 
some  rovalists  of  the  lowest  grade ;  and  possibly 
some  of  the  Bretons,  who  had  followed  their  great 
chief  Georges  to  Paris,  may  have  contemplated 
vaguely,  or  even  deterrainately,  some  coup -de-main 
on  the  First  Consul  without  the  privacy  of  their 
leader,  or  of  any  of  the  noblemen,  gentlemen,  or 
officers  who  were  acting  with  him.  Tnese  wild 
Bretons  bore  in  very  many  respects  a  close  re¬ 
semblance  to  our  wild  Highlanders  of  a  century 
aso :  there  were  Callum  Begs  among  them. 
Georges-Cadoudal,  the  Polignacs,  and  their  com¬ 
panions  had  been  for  months  in  Paris  before 
Querelle  made  his  revelations  to  Real,  who  was  a 
protege  and  creature  of  Fouche  ; — they  had  been 
for  months  in  the  city  where  Bonaparte  was  re- 
sidingt,  and  had  done  nothing,  whereas,  if  their  plan 
had  been  that  desperate  assassination  which  some 
conceive  it  to  have  been — a  plan  by  which  a  few 
devoted  men  were  to  throw  away  their  lives  in 
taking  that  of  the  First  Consul— they  might  have 
executed  it  on  the  first  week  or  day  of  their  arrival. 
At  last,  when  Bonaparte  had  taken  Fouche  back 
to  his  favour,  and  had  founil  that  as  much  had  been 
made  of  the  conspiracy  as  could  be  made  of  it,  and 
that  there  was  no  hope  of  involving  Moreau  more 
deeply  in  it,  the  ‘  Moniteur’  struck  the  key-note, 
by  announcing  tliat  England  was  again  Laving  re¬ 
course  to  assassination,  to  infernal  machines,  and 
to  all  those  means  mO:t  calculated  to  excite  horror 
and  indignation  in  the  French  people;  and  that  a 
miserable  wretch  named  Querelle  had  made  reve- 
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lations  of  such  a  nature  as  clearly  pointed  out  the 
authors  and  accomplices  in  this  new  conspiracy 
against  the  person  and  the  power  of  the  First  Con¬ 
sul.  And  simultaneously  with  the  striking  of  this 
note  the  barriers  of  Paris  were  closed  as  in  the  first 
Reign  of  Terror,  the  guard  at  the  Tuileries  w'as 
doubled,  and  all  the  streets  were  patrolled  by  the 
numerous  and  terrible  gendarmerie.  This  being 
done,  proclamations  were  made,  and  printed  papers 
placarded,  in  wliich  the  principal  conspirators  were 
mentioned  by  name,  and  in  which  particular  care 
was  taken  to  link  the  name  of  Moreau  with  those 
of  Georges-Cadoudal,  the  Polignacs,  and  the  other 
w'ell- known  royalists.  The  most  determined  of 
the  republican  soldiery,  the  men  most  devoted  to 
Moreau,  had  fallen  before  this  time  under  the  fire 
and  sword  of  the  negroes,  or  under  the  yellow  fever 
of  St.  Domingo;  but  still  many  old  companions  in 
arms,  men  and  officers  who  had  made  the  German 
campaigns  with  him,  and  with  him  had  threaded 
the  Black  Forest  on  the  famed  retreat,  or  had  fought 
at  Hohenlinden,  were  alive  and  in  Paris ;  and  it 
was  feared  that  the  fermentation  of  their  spirits 
might  lead  to  some  desperate  deed,  or  even  to  an 
extensive  mutiny  among  the  troops.  Bonaparte 
therefore  dictated,  and  Murat,  now^  his  brother-in- 
law  and  military  governor  of  Paris,  signed  an  order 
of  the  day,  to  depopularise  Moreau  by  explaining- 
more  in  detail  his  connexion  with  nobles,  royalists, 
Chouans,  and  brigands.  The  superior  degree  of  im¬ 
portance  w’hich  was  attached  to  the  rival  general  w-as 
shown  in  the  circumstance  that  Moreau  was  the  first 
to  be  arrested.  This  occurred  on  the  15th  of  Fe¬ 
bruary.  The  rest  -vs'ere  all  seized  shortly  after,  and 
almost  at  one  and  the  same  time.  The  almost  si¬ 
multaneous  arrest  of  the  conspirators  proved  clearly 
that  the  police  knew  perfectly  well  wdiere  they  could 
lay  their  hands  on  them.  Pichegru  and  Georges- 
Cadoudal  made  a  desperate  resistance;  but  all  the 
others  submitted  to  the  police  agents  and  gen¬ 
darmes  without  any  struggle.  Pichegru,  taken  by 
surprise  as  he  was  lying  on  a  bed  in  an  obscure 
chamber,  could  not  reach  his  sabre  and  pistol  in 
time  ;  but  he  wrestled  witli  six  men,  and  they  did 
not  succeed  in  binding  bim  with  chains  and  fetters 
until  several  of  them  had  been  thrown  on  the 
floor  and  trampled  upon  by  the  athletic  general. 
Georges  w-as  stopped  in  the  streets  of  Paris,  driving 
in  a  cabriolet :  he  blew  out  the  brains  of  one  of  the 
police  agents,  w'oundcd  another,  and  had  nearly 
esca])ed  on  foot,  when  two  butchers  and  a  lock¬ 
smith’s  apprentice  threw  themselves  upon  hiim,  and 
clung  to  him  till  some  gendarmes  came  up.  In  all 
about  forty  so-called  conspirators  were  seized ; 
but  the  nets  ot  the  police  had  caught  a  much 
greater  number  than  this  ;  for  during  several  days, 
nearly  every  man  that  hacl  a  truculent  countenance, 
or  anything  else  about  him  that  excited  susjiicion, 
was  whisked  away  to  prison  just  as  the  siispccis 
had  been  in  Robespierre’s  days.  Most,  even  of 
Georges-Cadoudal’s  associates,  were  men  of  ob¬ 
scure  name  and  condition ;  but  there  were  also 
a  few  young  men  of  noble  birth,  the  chief  of  these 
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being  the  two  brothers  Armand  and  Jules  Polignac, 
the  sons  of  the  Duchess  of  Polignac,  the  devoted 
friend  of  Marie-Antoinette,  and  aides-de-camp  of 
the  Count  d’ Artois  and  the  Marquis  Charles  de  la 
Riviere,  who  had  served  in  the  Gardes-Franijaises 
before  the  revolution,  and  who  was  now  also  in  the 
service  of  the  Count  d’ Artois.  When  Pichegru 
was  required  to  sign  his  private  examination,  he 
refused,  saying  it  was  altogether  unnecessary,  and 
that,  knowing,  as  he  did,  all  the  secret  machinery 
of  the  police,  he  suspected  that  by  some  chemical 
process,  they  would  obliterate  all  the  writing  except 
his  signature,  and  afterwards  fill  up  the  paper  with 
statements  which  he  had  never  made.  His  refusal 
to  sign  this  interrogatory,  he  added,  would  not 
prevent  him  from  repeating  in  a  public  court  of 
justice  the  unvarnished  truths  which  he  had  stated 
in  answer  to  the  questions  which  had  now  been 
put  to  him.  Georges  said  he  was  going  into  La 
Vendee  when  he  was  seized.  The  Polignacs  and  de 
Riviere  declared  that  they  had  been  deceived  with 
regard  to  the  state  of  France  and  the  co-operation 
of  Moreau ;  that  they  had  become  convinced  of 
their  error,  and  were  about  returning  to  England. 
They  intimated  that  the  deception  had  been  put 
upon  them,  and  that  they  had  been  lured  to  Paris, 
by  the  very  agents  of  the  police  who  now  gave  a 
false  character  to  their  proceedings  and  intentions. 
It  appears  that  nothing  could  have  been  more  clear 
than  their  avowal  that  Moreau  had  refused  to 
have  anything  to  do  either  with  them  or  -with 
Pichegru.  They  declared — and  this  was  after¬ 
wards  confirmed  on  the  trial  by  other  testimony 
than  theirs — that  they  had  soon  discovered  that 
Pichegru  and  Moreau  did  not  understood  each 
other;  that  everything  was  going  wrong;  that 
there  was  no  present  hope  of  the  royalists  doing 
anything  in  France ;  and  that  their  best  course 
would  be  to  hasten  back  to  the  Count  d’ Artois  and 
tell  him  so.  It  is  affirmed  that  the  most  horrible 
threats  were  employed  to  extort  evidence  from 
several  menials  who  had  waited  upon  these  gentle¬ 
men  during  their  concealment  in  Paris ;  and  that 
Picot,  the  servant  of  Georges-Cadoudal,  was  ac¬ 
tually  put  to  torture  by  the  thumb-screw.  Bouvet 
de  Lozier,  a  member  of  the  ancient  noblesse,  who 
had  come  over  from  London  some  short  time  after 
Georges  and  Pichegru,  and  who  was  now  among 
the  conspirators  thrown  into  the  Temple,  attempted 
to  hang  himself  with  his  cravat,  and  had  nearly  suc¬ 
ceeded  when  a  turnkey,  by  chance,  entered  his  cell. 
Fie  acknowledged  that,  though  he  had  the  courage 
to  meet  death,  he  felt  he  w-as  unable  to  endure  the 
interrogatories  of  a  trial,  and  that  he  had  deter¬ 
mined  to  kill  himself  lest  he  might  be  forced  to 
make  some  confession.  Both  before  this  time  and 
long  after  it,  Bouvet  de  Lozier  displayed  al)undant 
active  courage ;  but  a  brave  man’s  head  might  be 
turned,  and  his  heart  taken  out  of  him  by  the  wide¬ 
spread  reports  of  the  liorrors  said  to  be  committed 
in  that  state-prison,  and  by  the  dread  that  torture 
or  long  suffering,  or  the  instinct  of  self-preserva¬ 
tion  at  the  moment  of  trial  or  execution,  might 
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prompt  disclosures  fatal  to  his  friends,  and  con¬ 
fessions  of  facts  which  had  never  happened.  As 
it  was,  failing  in  hanging  himself,  and  being 
thenceforward  watched  and  beset,  as  one  supposed 
to  know  most  of  the  designs  of  his  party,  although 
he  denied  the  intention  of  assassination,  Bouvet  de 
Lozier  confessed,  some  time  before  the  trial,  that 
he  had  come  into  France  in  order  to  overthrow 
the  Consular  government  and  re-establish  the  Bour¬ 
bons;  and  that  Piehegru  had  had  some  communi¬ 
cations  with  Moreau. 

Monsieur,  or  Louis  XVIII.,  was  out  of  Bona¬ 
parte’s  reach,  and  living  under  the  Emperor  of 
Russia’s  protection  at  Warsaw  ;  his  brother,  the 
Count  d’ Artois,  his  nephew,  the  Duke  de  Berri, 
and  the  other  princes  of  his  family,  were  safe  in 
London,  unless  that  invasion  could  be  achieved  of 
which  there  seemed  no  present  probability.  But 
close  on  the  French  frontiers,  and  within  the 
grasp  of  a  night-marching  corps  of  gendarmes- 
a-cheval,  was  a  young  Bourbon  prince,  and  the 
bravest  and  most  interesting,  if  not  the  best,  living 
member  of  that  somewhat  degenerate  race.  Louis- 
Antoine-Henri  de  Bourbon,  Duke  d’Enghien,  who 
was  born  at  Chantilly,  in  August,  1772,  was  the 
son  of  the  Duke  of  Bourbon  and  grandson  of  the 
Prince  of  Conde  ;  being  a  lateral  branch  of  the 
then  reigning  family  of  France.  He  had  served 
under  his  grandfather  in  the  emigrant  army  that 
fought  in  the  Netherlands  and  on  the  Rhine 
against  the  Jacobin  republicans,  and  had  displayed 
not  only  a  high  and  romantic  personal  courage,  but 
a  degree  of  military  knowledge  and  ability  which 
made  the  royalists  consider  him  a  worthy  descend¬ 
ant  of  the  Condes — the  favourite  heroes  of  France 
until  the  revolution  broke  out.  Gay,  light-hearted, 
witty,  gallant,  and  not  over-scrupulous  in  pursuit 
of  pleasure,  he  had  all  the  cpialities  which  the 
French  most  admired,  and  which  constituted  the 
beau  seigneur,  or  fine  gentleman  in  the  old  times. 
At  the  peace  of  Luneville,  in  1801,  the  emigrant 
corps  being  completely  disbanded,  the  Duke 
d’Enghien  fixed  his  residence  at  Ettenheim,  a 
chateau  on  the  German  side  of  the  Rhine,  a  few 
miles  from  that  river,  and  in  the  territories  of  the 
Margrave  of  Baden.  Tliis  choice  of  a  residence 
was  influenced  by  an  attachment  between  him  and 
the  Princess  Charlotte  de  Rohan,  who  resided  at 
Ettenheim  with  her  near  relative  the  Cardinal  de 
Rohan,  whose  vices  or  presumptuous  follies  had 
contributed  to  blacken  tlie  fair  fame  of  the  last 
queen  of  France,  and  perhaps  even  to  precipitate 
the  revolution.  W'e  trust,  and  we  believe,  there 
is  evidence  to  show  that  d’Enghien,  thougli  not 
witliout  his  frivolities,  was  altogether  a  difl'erent 
cast  of  man  from  the  notorious  cardinal.  Ills  he- 
roical  death  alone  were  proof  enough.  But,  if 
d’Enghien  had  been  the  most  vicious  or  contempti¬ 
ble  of  far-descended  princes,  “  the  deep  damna¬ 
tion  of  his  taking-ofl”  would  not  be  a  whit  the 
less.  “That  unfortunate  prince,”  says  Bourri- 
eiine,  wlio  only  pretends  to  relate  what  he  knew 
on  the  very  best  authority,  “  w'as  at  Ettenheim  in 


consequence  of  a  love  affair,  and  had  no  commu¬ 
nication  whatever  with  those  who  had  been  con¬ 
cocting  a  plot  in  the  interior  of  France.”*  Be¬ 
tween  love,  hunting  in  the  Black  Forest,  and  cul¬ 
tivating  with  his  own  hands  a  small  flower-garden, 
he  passed  his  whole  time.  But,  as  there  was 
the  closest  connexion  between  the  two  Polignacs, 
de  Riviere,  and  others,  and  the  French  princes 
in  England,  who  could  not  be  reached,  Bonaparte 
decided  that  d’Enghien,  who  could  be  reached, 
was  in  the  plot  also,  and  that  his  life  must  be  sa- 
erificed,  if  not  to  his  security,  to  his  vengeance. 
By  one  of  those  orders  that  flew  like  lightning 
from  Paris  to  all  the  extremities  of  France,  the 
officer  commanding  at  Strasbourg  was  enjoined  to 
send  some  troops  across  the  Rhine  by  night  and 
seize  the  duke  m  his  chMeau ;  and  Caulaincourt, 
one  of  Bonaparte’s  aides-de-camp,  and  soon  after¬ 
wards  called  Duke  of  Vicenza,  was  sent  by  his  mas¬ 
ter  to  the  Rhine  to  superintend  the  operation .  Cau¬ 
laincourt  gave  the  delicate  commission  to  Colonel 
Ordenner,  commandant  of  the  gendarmerie-a- 
cheval,  who,  on  the  night  of  the  14th  of  March, 
crossed  the  river  with  some  squadrons  of  gen¬ 
darmes  and  other  cavalry,  entered  the  territory  of 
Baden,  as  though  it  had  been  a  French  province, 
and  advancing  at  the  charging  pace  soon  sur¬ 
rounded  the  chateau  of  Ettenheim.  The  duke,  it 
is  said,  had  been  apprised  a  day  or  two  before 
(according  to  Bourrienne  it  was  Talleyrand  who 
gave  the  merciful  hint)  that  some  design  against 
him  was  on  foot.  But  he  could  not  believe  it; 
he  was  living  in  a  friendly  country  a  peaceable  and 
inoflensive  life,  under  the  protection  of  the  laws 
both  of  nature  and  of  nations ;  and  in  consecjuence 
of  this  security,  those  who  came  to  kidnap  him 
found  that  no  kind  of  precaution  had  been  taken 
against  them.  When  the  duke  was  roused  from 
his  midnight  slumber  by  the  tramp  of  their  horses’ 
feet  and  by  the  rattling  of  their  arms,  he  sprang 
out  of  bed,  and  from  the  window  perceived  that 
the  chhteau  was  surrounded,  and  that  a  detach¬ 
ment  of  French  cavalry  was  watching  the  neigh-_ 

*  Kourrienne,  wlio  h:Kl  by  this  time  ceased  to  be  prirate  seevetary 
(chiefly  because  lionapai'te  could  not  bear  ihe  familiarity  of  a  man 
who  had  once  been  his  college-eom]), anion  and  equal,  aud  rather  supe¬ 
rior  to  him  in  the  goods  of  fortune),  adds — Had  I  been  in  tile  First 
Consul’s  intimacy,  I  may  aver,  with  as  much  eoiifidence  ns  pride, 
that  the  blood  of  the  Duke  d'Enghieii  would  not  liave  imprinted  au 
indelible  stain  on  the  glory  of  llouaparte.  1  feel  a  conviction  that 
it  would  have  been  aery  possible  for  me  to  have  dissuaded  Bona¬ 
parte  from  his  fatal  design,  inasmuch  as  I  pnsitia  ely  know  tliat  his 
object,  after  tire  termination  of  the  )ieace,  was  merely  to  frighten  tile 
emigrants,  in  order  to  drive  them  from  Ettenheim,  where  great  num¬ 
bers,  like  the  Duke  d’Enghien,  had  souglit  refuge.  His  auger  was 
particularly  directed  against  a  Baroness  lleith  and  a  Baroness  Etten- 
gein,  who  had  loudly  vituperated  him,  aud  distributed  numerous 
libels  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Rhine.  At  that  period  Bonaparte  had 
as  little  design  against  the  Duke  d’Enghie.u’s  life  as  against  that  of 
any  other  emigrant.  I  must,  however,  admit,  that,  when  Bonaparte 
spoke  to  Rapp  and  Duroc  of  the  emigrants  oil  the  other  side  of  the 
Rhine,  he  expressed  himself  w  ith  much  irritability ;  so  much  so,^  in¬ 
deed,  that  M.  de  Talleyrand,  dreading  its  effects  for  the  Duke  d  Eug- 
hien,  warned  that  prince,  through  the  medium  of  a  lady  to  whom  he 
was  attached,  of  his  danger,  and  advised  him  to  proceed  to  a  greater 
distance  from  the  frontier.  On  receiving  this  notice  the  prince 
resolved  to  rejoin  his  grandfather,  which  he  could  not  do  but  by  pass¬ 
ing  through  the  Austrian  territory.  Should  any  doubt  exist  as  to 
these  facts,  it  may  be  added,  that  Sir  Charles  Stuart  wrote  to  ]\I.  de 
Cobentzel  to  solicit  a  passport  for  the  Duke  d’Enghieu  ;  and  it  was 
solely  owing  to  the  delay  of  the  Austrian  Cabinet  that  time  was 
afforded  for  the  First  Consul  to  order  the  arrest  of  the  unfortunate 
])rince,  as  soon  as  he  had  formed  the  horrible  resolution  of  shedding 
the  blood  of  a  Bourbon.” — Memuirs. 
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bouring  town  of  Ettenheim,  and  blocking  up  the 
road  wliicb  led  from  it  to  the  castle.  He  never¬ 
theless  determined  to  fight  for  his  liberty,  and 
having  thrown  on  some  clothes,  he  and  his  faith¬ 
ful  valet  Joseph  armed  themselves  with  fowling- 
pieces.  His  officers  and  other  persons  of  his  limited 
establishment  presently  joined  him,  armed  also  with 
fowling-pieces,  which,  with  their  side-arms  and 
a  few  pistols,  were  the  only  weapons  in  the  cha¬ 
teau.  The  stairs  of  the  castle  were,  however, 
straight  and  narrowg  so  that,  from  the  first  landing- 
place,  an  obstinate  defence  might  have  been  made 
against  the  assailants.  The  duke  preserved  the 
most  perfect  coolness,  and  made  the  ablest  disposi¬ 
tions  for  resistance; — his  olHcers  and  servants 
were  to  load  the  fowling-pieces  under  cover,  while 
he,  at  the  head  of  the  stairs,  discharged  them  suc¬ 
cessively,  as  fast  as  they  could  load,  and  with  an 
effect  the  more  to  be  relied  upon  as  he  wnas  a  won¬ 
derful  shot.  The  gendarmes  soon  broke  the  lower 
door,  and  seemed  to  be  about  to  ascend  the  narrow 
stairs,  where  some  of  them  must  have  received  the 
proper  reward  of  their  conduct,  when  the  duke’s 
first  gentleman,  a  Baron  Grinstein,  threw  himself 
upon  him,  caught  him  in  his  arms,  and  dragged 
him  into  a  room  which  opened  upon  the  head  of 
the  staircase,  exclaiming  that  all  resistance  was 
vain,  and  that  care  must  be  taken  of  the  precious 
life  of  his  royal  highness.  It  has  never,  we  be¬ 
lieve,  been  ascertained  wdrether  the  Baron  acted 
upon  a  criminal  or  upon  an  honourable  and  hu¬ 
mane  motive ;  but  we  are  inclined  to  believe  that 
his  motive  was  good,  that  he  saw  that  the  Bourbon 
prince  must  perish  in  such  an  unequal  struggle, 
and  that  he  could  not  conceive,  if  he  submitted  to 
captivity,  that  his  enemies  would  ever  proceed  to 
the  horrible  extremity  of  taking  his  life.  It  has 
been  well  said  that  one  cannot  help  wishing,  on 
the  first  impression,  that  the  Duke  had  had  the 
satisfaction  of  dying  amidst  his  dviiig  enemies, 
with  his  arms  in  his  hands;  but  that  Heaven  or¬ 
dained  for  him  a  still  nobler  fate,  and  fraught 
with  a  nobler  lesson.  “  Had  he  died  in  that  mid¬ 
night  scuffle,  the  atrocity  of  Bonaparte  might  have 
been  doubted ;  the  cool  heroic  devotion  of  the 
young  and  gallant  victim  would  not  have  been  tried 
and  proved;  the  deep  and  lasting  indignation  of 
Europe  would  not  have  been  excited;  and  the 
retributive  justice  of  Heaven,  in  the  fate  of  Murat 
and  Bonaparte,  would  have  ■wanted  its  highest 
effect,  its  most  exemplary  vindication.”^  When 
the  French  gendarmes  entered  the  room  into  which 
Grinstein  had  dragged  the  duke,  their  first  question 
was,  “  Which  of  you  is  the  Duke  d’Enghien?” 

“  If  you  are  sent  hereto  seize  him,”  said  the  duke, 

“  you  ought  to  have  a  description  of  Ids  person  in 
your  order.”  “  Wliich  of  you  is  the  man  f”  cried 
the  soldiers,  presenting  their  long  pistols.  No  an¬ 
swer  was  returned.  “  Then,”  shouted  the  officer 
in  command,  w  e  must  seize  j'ou  all.”  And  they 
■w'erc  all  seized  and  bound,  being  all,  except  Baron 
Grinstein,  less  than  half-dressed.  The  kidnappers 

*  QuArterlj’  Utjview,  vol.  xvii.,  article  iu  answer  to  Mr.  Warden. 
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instantly  marched  the  whole  party  out  of  the 
chateau  and  through  the  town  of  Ettenheim,  for, 
thougli  they  had  no  resistance  to  apprehend,  their 
conscience  made  cowards  of  them  all;  and  they 
were  nervously  eager  to  recross  the  Rhine  and  get 
back  within  the  strong  walls  of  Strasbourg.  By 
this  time  the  quiet  little  town,  which,  like  the  cha¬ 
teau,  had  been  buried  in  sleep,  was  all  on  foot  and 
on  tiptoe,  in  the  most  excited  state  of  curiosity, 
astonishment,  and  consternation ;  and  it  is  said 
that  the  Princess  Charlotte  de  Rohan,  who,  alarmed 
at  the  noise,  had  risen  from  her  bed  and  run  to  a 
window,  saw,  but  it  is  supposed  without  recog¬ 
nising  him,  her  lover  the  duke  dragged  past  her 
house,  with  no  other  covering  but  loose  irowsers, 
a  waistcoat,  and  a  pair  of  slippers.  At  a  little 
distance  from  Ettenheim  they  halted  at  a  mill 
where  was  the  burgomaster  of  the  town.  Whether 
it  was  this  German  boor,  or  the  duke’s  secretary, 
w'ho  w-as  living  m  the  town,  and  who  now  came 
running  after  his  master  imploring  to  be  allowed 
to  share  his  fate,  that  first  pointed  out  which  of  the 
party  was  his  royal  highness,  is  not  known,  and  is 
not  very  important;  but  it  is  certain  that  the  duke 
w'as  recognised  at  the  mill.  He  then  asked  to  be 
allowed  to  send  his  valet  back  to  the  chateau  for 
linen,  clothes,  and  some  money.  This  was  granted  ; 
and  as  soon  as  the  servant  returned  the  duke 
dressed  himself,  and  the  whole  party  proceeded 
rapidly  to  the  Rhine.  They  crossed  that  river  be¬ 
tween  Cajipell  and  Reinau,  and  on  the  opposite 
bank  found  carriages  waiting  for  them.  The 
French  wanted  to  place  Baron  Grinstein  in  the 
same  carriage  with  the  duke,  but  he  refused  to  be 
so  accompanied,  and  insisted  upon  taking  with 
him,  instead,  his  brave  and  faithful  valet  Joseph, 
who  had  endeavoured  to  assist  him  iu  defending 
tlie  chateau.  On  their  arrival  at  Strasbourg:  all 
the  prisoners  were  confined  in  the  citadel.  Cau- 
laincourt,  ■who  had  directed  and  superintended  the 
whole  operation  from  Olienbourg,  had  not  yet  re¬ 
turned  to  Strasbourg,  and  appears  to  have  been 
fully  determined  not  to  face  his  illustrious  victim. 
During  that  day  and  the  two  following  days  the 
prince  was  respectfully  treated,  and  none  of  the 
soldiery  seem  to  have  imagined  that  worse  ivas  in¬ 
tended  him  than  close  confinement  in  some  state 
prison.  But  towards  evening  on  the  18th  Cau- 
laincourt  returned,  and  at  the  dead  of  night  the 
wearied  duke’s  bed  was  surrounded  by  gendarmes, 
who  bade  him  rise  and  dress  himself  with  all 
haste,  a?  Iieivas  about  to  go  a  journey.  He  asked 
for  the  attendance  of  the  faithful  Joseph  :  he  was 
told  he  would  have  no  need  of  any  valet  where  he 
was  going.  He  asked  to  take  some  linen  with  him  ; 
and  he  was  told  that  two  shirts  w^ould  be  quite 
enough.  All  this  might  have  convinced  him  that  his 
journey  was  to  a  bloody  grave.  He  distributed  to 
his  attendants  who  had  now  gathered  round  him 
all  the  money  he  had  except  one  rouleau,  and  a  few 
loose  pieces  of  gold  and  silver;  and  after  he  had 
affectionately  given  them  his  last  farewell  they 
were  thrust  out  of  the  apartment.  But  from  the 
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corridor  these  afflicted  servants  heard  the  noise  of 
])reparation  for  departure,  and  the  clanking  of  the 
chains  with  which  his  kidnappers  had  the  needless 
barbarity  to  confine  the  prince’s  arms.  The  car¬ 
riage  which  conveyed  him  only  stopped  to  change 
horses  and  mounted  escorts ;  he  was  never  per¬ 
mitted  to  quit  it,  and  was  scarcely  allowed  the 
time  and  opportunity  to  procure  any  refreslunents. 
It  was  the  dusk  of  the  evening  of  the  20th  of 
March  when,  with  doleful  sound,  it  rolled  over  the 
drawbridge  and  through  the  arched  gateway  of  the 
gloomv  ofd  fortress  of  Vincennes.  At  first  no  one 
there  knew  who  he  w'as ;  hut  the  wufe  of  the  com¬ 
mandant — of  the  infamous  Harrel,  who  had  been 
promoted  for  the  services  he  had  rendered  in  the 
affair  of  the  Ceracchi  and  Arena  plot — was  the 
daughter  of  the  duke’s  nurse,  and  she  recognised 
her  royal  foster-brother.  His  name  was  soon  whis¬ 
pered  through  the  gloomy  edifice,  and,  as  he  com¬ 
plained  of  hunger  and  fatigue,  all  the  inmates  of 
it,  and  even  the  officers  and  men  of  the  regiment 
in  garrison  there,  vied  with  each  other  in  showing 
him  attentions.  This  alarmed  the  principal  agents 
of  the  crime  about  to  be  finished  :  the  regiment  was 
immediately  ordered  under  arms,  and  marched  out 
to  the  heights  of  Belle-Ville,  where  it  bivouacked 
for  the  night;  and  the  castle  was  left  to  Savary’s 
gendarmes,  whose  hearts,  like  their  commander’s, 
were  less  sensible  of  pity,  and  whose  nerves  were 
strong  to  do  whatever  the  First  Consul  might  com¬ 
mand.  Such  was  the  unlimited,  Oriental  devotion 
of  Savary  to  the  military  chief  who  had  heen  the 
architect  of  his  fortune,  that  he  was  reported  to 
liave  said,  “If  the  First  Consul  ordered  me  to 
kdl  my  own  father,  I  w'ould  kill  him.”  The  tact 
has  been  denied  by  some  of  those  on  whom  the 
eternal  infamy  rests;  hut  there  appears  little  rea¬ 
son  to  doubt  the  positive  assertion  made  hy  Bour- 
rienne  and  others,  that  the  duke’s  grave  was  dug 
within  the  fortress  before  he  arrived.* 

When  it  was  reported  at  Malmaison,  where  the 

*  ‘‘About  lialf-past  twelve  on  the  22nfl  of  March  (that  is,  the  day 
alter  the  duUe's  execution)  I  was  informed,”  says  Hourrienne,  “  that 
some  one  wiihed  to  s^teak  witii  me.  It  was  Harrel.  I  will  redate 
word  for  word  what  lie  communicated  to  me.  Harrel  probably 
thought  that  be  was  bound  in  gratitude  to  "ive  me  these  details ;  hot 
he  owed  me  no  gratitude,  for  it  was  much  against  my  will  that  he 
had  encouraged  tlie  Ceracchi  considracy,  and  received  the  reward  of 
his  treachery  [6'ee  ante, 19,  20,/yet-?iote].  The  following  is  Ilar- 
rcl’s  statement ;  ‘  On  the  evening  of  the  day  before  yesterday  I  was 
asked  whether  I  had  a  vacant  room  to  lodge  a  prisoner  in.  1  re- 
idied  No — that  there  was  only  my  room  besides  the  council-chamber. 
1  was  commanded  to  prepare  inshintly  an  apartment  in  which  a  pri¬ 
soner  could  sleep,  who  was  to  arrive  that  evening.  I  was  also  desired 
to  dig  a  pit  in  the  court-yard.  I  replied  that  that  could  not  he  easily 
done,  as  tlic  court-yard  was  paved.  The  moat  was  then  fixed  upon, 
and  {here  the  pit  was  dug.  The  prince  arrived  at  seven  o'clock  in  the 
evening;  he  was  perishing  with  cold  and  hunger.  lie  did  not  appear 
dispirited.  He  said  he  v  anted  something  to  eat,  and  to  go  to  bod 
atterwards.  His  apartment  not  being  yet  sufliciently  aired,  I  took  him 
into  my  own,  and  sent  into  the  village  for  some  refreshments.  The 
prince  sal  down  to  bilile,  and  invited  me  to  eat  with  him.  He  then 
asked  me  a  number  of  questions  about  Vincennes,  as  what  was  going 
on  there  and  other  particulars.  He  t<>ld  me  that  he  had  been  brought 
up  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  castle,  and  spoke  to  me  wiih  great 
freedom  and  kindness.  ‘What  do  they  want  with  me?’  he  said; 
‘  what  do  they  mean  to  do  with  me?’  Hut  these  questions  betrayed 
no  uneasiness  or  anxiety.  My  wife,  who  was  ill,  Mas  lying  in  the 
same  room  in  an  alcove, "closed  by  a  railing.  She  heard,  without 
being  perceived,  all  our  conversation,  and  she  was  exceedingly  agi¬ 
tated,  for  she  recognised  the  prince,  whose  foster-sister  she  was,  and 
from  whose  family  she  had  enjoyed  a  pension  before  the  revolution. 
The  prince  hastened  to  bed  ;  but,  before  he  could  have  fallen  asleep, 
the  judges  sent  to  request  his  presence  in  llie  council-chamber.*  ” 
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Consular  Court  was  residing,  that  ihe  Duke 
d’Enghien  was  safely  lodged  in  the  donjon,  which 
is  situated  about  a  league  east  of  Paris,  it  was  ex¬ 
pected  that  the  First  Consul  would  assemble  his 
council ;  but  be  did  nothing  of  the  sort,  determining 
that  the  whole  responsibility  should  rest  with  him¬ 
self,  and  those  ever  ready  instruments  of  his  will 
who  had  sold  their  souls  to  his  fortunes  and  to  their 
own  aggrandisement.  Josephirie,  who  had  a  feel¬ 
ing  and  generous  heart,  and  a  constant  aversion  to 
tyrarinv  and  cruelty,  which  makes  one  forget  and 
forgive  her  frivolities  and  her  \Yomanly  weaknesses, 
was  horror-stricken  at  the  intelligence ;  and, 
throwing  herself  on  her  knees,  she  implored  her 
husband  to  stop  short  in  this  foul  crime,  to  save 
the  life  of  the  helpless  trepanned  prince,  lest  all 
the  world  should  cry  shame  upon  him,  and  Heaven 
avenge  the  deed  on  him  and  his.  But  the  ruthless 
man  would  not  be  moved.  He  said,  in  his  sternest 
manner,  “  Woman,  mind  your  own  business ! 
These  are  not  things  for  women  to  meddle  with  ! 
Let  me  alone!”  Before  this  he  had  said,  and  in 
a  way  which  left  no  doubt  of  his  fixed  determina¬ 
tion, I  -will  put  an  end  to  these  conspiracies !  If 
the  emigrants  wfill  conspire,  I  will  have  them  shot ! 
I  am  told  that  there  are  some  of  them  concealed 
in  the  house  of  the  Austrian  ambassador.  I  do  not 
believe  that ;  hut  if  I  did,  I  would  have  Cobentzel 
shot  along  with  them.  The  Bourbons  must  he 
taught  that  they  are  not  to  sport  with  my  life  with 
impunitv.”  Tallevrand  was  gone  from  Malmaison 
into  Paris,  and,  like  many  other  members  of  the 
government,  appears  to  have  known  nothing  of  the 
last  act  of  the  tragedy  until  it  was  over.  It  seems 
doubtful  whether  even  Fouche  were  not  left  in  this 
ignorance.  An  order  was  written  out  to  Murat, 
the  military  governor  of  Paris.  It  was  to  this 
eflect “  the  government  of  the  Republic  decree 
as  follows  :  Art.  1. — The  ci-devant  Duke  d’Eng- 
hien,  accused  of  having  borne  arms  against  the 
Republic,  and  having  been  and  still  being  in  the 
pay  of  England,  of  being  engaged  in  the  plots  set 
on  foot  hy  that  power  against  the  external  and 
internal  security  of  the  Republic,  shall  be  delivered 
over  to  a  military  commission,  composed  of  seven 
members,  named  by  the  governor  ol  Paris,  who 
shall  assemble  at  ATneennes.  Art.  II. — The  grand 
judge,  minister  of  war,  and  general-governor  of 
Paris,  are  charged  with  the  execution  of  the  pre¬ 
sent  decree.”  This  order  bore  two  signatures : 
first,  that  of  Bonaparte,  First  Consul ;  and  next, 
that  of  Maret,  then  secretary  of  the  council  of 
state,  and  subsequently  Bonaparte’s  most  favourite 
diplomatist  and  Duke  of  Bassano.  Murat,  who 
was  certainly  not  the  worst  man  of  the  school  he 
belonged  to,  and  who  displayed  on  many  occasions 
generosity  and  feeling,  and  a  horror  of  cold-blooded 
executions,  afterwards  pleaded  that  he  disapproved 
of  the  whole  of  this  proceeding,  and,  together  with 
his  wife  (certainly  the  best  and  ablest  of  Bona¬ 
parte’s  sisters),  he  implored  the  First  Consul  to 
lorego  his  purpose ;  but,  unfortunately,  we  have 
little  more  than  Murat’s  own  word,  and  a  third- 
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lianci  report  of  his  own  dying  declaration,  for 
these  facts ;  whereas,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is 
proved  beyond  the  reach  of  a  doubt  or  a  quibble, 
that  Muratnained  the  military  commission,  counter¬ 
signed  the  order  which  Bonaparte  and  Maret  had 
signed,  and  issued  an  order  of  his  own,  directing 
the  commission  “  to  asseml)le  iniviediatelij  at  the 
Chateau  of  Vincennes  to  take  cognizance,  without 
separating,  of  the  accused,  on  the  charges  set  forth 
in  the  decree  of  the  government.”*  The  very 
sentence  which  was  published,  stated  that  all  the 
mernliers  of  the  military  commission  were  “  named 
by  the  general-in-chief  (Murat),  Governor  of 
Baris.”  Neither  the  grand  judge  (Regnier),  nor 
tlie  minister  of  war  (Berthier),  though  named  in 
Bonaparte  s  order  as  well  as  Murat,  had  anything 
to  do  with  the  nomination  of  the  commission, 
which  Murat  must  have  known  was  intended 
merely  to  pass  a  form  of  a  sentence  for  that  death 
which  had  been  for  many  days  predetermined  in 
tlie  mind  of  his  brother-in-law.  The  very  choice 
of  tlie  individuals  pleads  strongly  against  Murat’s 
declarations ;  they  were  for  the  most  part  friends 
of  Savary,  and  remorseless  scoundrels  all.  They 
were  (and  their  otherwise  obscure  names  will  live 
in  a  perpetuity  of  infamy).  General  Hulin,  presi¬ 
dent,  who  is  said  to  have  had  a  sentence  ready 
signed  in  his  pocket,  Colonels  Bazancourt,  Barrois, 
Guiton,  Ravier,  and  Rabbe,  and  Captain  Nolin, 
who  acted  as  secretary  ;  and  to  these  seven  was 
added  d’Autancourt,  a  captain  in  the  army,  and 
military  judge-advocate.  It  must  have  been  no¬ 
torious  to  IMurat  that  not  one  of  these  men  bore  a 
good  character,  even  in  that  army  which  had  never 
been  very  scrupulous,  and  that  Hulin,  who  was  com¬ 
mandant  of  the  grenadiers  of  Bonaparte’s  con¬ 
sular  guard,  Avould  hesitate  at  no  deed  that  the 
Consul  expected  from  him.f  If  Murat  had  been 
so  anxious  to  prevent  the  crime,  would  he  have 
appointed  as  president  a  man  so  likely  to  perpe¬ 
trate  it  ?  The  part  which  Murat  took  iu  the 
business,  however,  was  nothing  to  tliat  played  by 
Savary,  the  head  of  Bonaparte’s  most  secret  or 
household  ])olicc,  who  had  been  employed  for 
several  weeks  in  investigating  the  Georges-Cadoudal 
and  Bichegru  conspiracy  with  which  it  was  at¬ 
tempted  to  connect  tlie  Duke  d’Enghien;  and  who 
had  returned  a  day  or  two  before  from  the  coast, 
having  failed  in  the  attempt  to  decoy  the  Count 
d’ Artois  or  the  Duke  de  Berri  into  France.  It 
was  Savary  that  carried  a  sealed  and  private  letter 
from  Bonaparte  to  Murat :  it  was  Savary  that  col¬ 
lected  at  hlurat’s  house,  in  the  Place  Venddme, 
the  officers  that  were  to  compose  the  commission; 
it  was  Savary  that,  ot  tirelve  o'clock  at  ‘night,  or¬ 
dered  the  judge-advocate  to  attend  the  governor  of 

*  Unpin,  pieces  Jiuliciiiiri's  et  llistniiiiues  rolntives  an  I’roces  ilu 
Dnc  (l’I'iu{,;liien.  Paris,  X 

+  H  iilin  lia.l  lieen  a  w.iiter  at  a  lemonade  simp,  Like  so  many  other 
.laeobins,  lie  had  first  distinanislied  himself  at  tlie  fakin';  of  fhe  Pas¬ 
tille;  and  he  had  reeeived  a  med.al,  and  the  title  of  Vamiuenr  di‘ la 
Pastille,  lie  has  been  aecnsed  of  having  been  one  of  the  most  aetivu 
of  the  Se\di'mbrizers ;  but  the  evahmee  on  this  last  point  seems  to  be 
very  defective.  What  is  better  knoHii  is  the  ■fact  that  Murat,  himself 
the  son  of  an  innkeeper  and  i>ostniaster,  had  patroniseil  the  gareun 
limaiindicr,  anil  had  I'toraoted  his  advancement  in  the  army.  ’ 
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Paris  (Murat),  who  immediately  gave  him  orders 
to  proceed  to  General  Hulin,  whom  he  would  find 
at  the  castle  of  Vincennes,  and  from  whom  he  was 
to  take  and  receive  ulterior  orders  ;  it  was  Savary 
that  took  the  command  of  a  brigade,  that  selected 
the  troops  most  fit  for  the  work  in  hand,  and  that 
sent  picked  men  out  of  the  gendarmerie  di elite,  his 
own  corps,  into  the  castle  to  be  ready  to  fusilade 
and  bury  the  duke,  even  before  his  mock  trial  com¬ 
menced  ;  and  what  more  Savary  did  will  appear 
presently.  From  hlurat’s  house  to  Vincennes  was 
three  or  four  miles,  so  that  the  judge-advocate,  who 
was  not  summoned  from  his  own  residence  till 
midnight,  who  had  to  traverse  a  good  part  of  Paris 
to  get  to  Murat’s  house,  and  who  was  detained 
there  some  time  to  receive  his  instructions,  could 
not  have  reached  the  chateau  or  donjon  of  Vin¬ 
cennes  before  one  or  half-past  one  in  the  morning ; 
and  yet,  as  is  stated  in  the  body  of  the  inslrument 
itself,  the  sentence  was  passed  at  two  o’clock  in  the 
morning — a  pretty  good  proof  that  the  trial  and 
sentence  had  all  been  arranged  beforehand.  It  had 
probably  been  conveyed  by  Savary  to  Hulin  in  the 
sealed  and  secret  letter.  The  document  which  was 
jiublished  was  so  long,  that  it  could  not  even  have 
been  written  out  by  a  quick  pen  in  the  time  which 
intervened  between  the  arrival  of  the  judge-advo¬ 
cate  and  the  passing  of  the  sentence  :  and,  as  we 
shall  see  anon,  there  were  actually  two  sentences,  the 
second  being  as  long  the  first.  It  was  not  until  the 
judge-advocate  arrived  at  the  castle  that  he  knew 
the  business  he  had  to  perform.  Then  Hulin  put 
into  his  hands  a  copy  of  that  order  which  we  have 
quoted,  signed  by  Bonajiarte  and  Maret,  and  coun¬ 
tersigned  by  Murat.  There  was  no  time  for  him 
to  examine  any  evidence,  if  evidence  had  existed  ; 
but  none  whatever  was  presented  to  him,  the  only 
thing  put  into  his  hand  being  the  indictment,  with 
the  First  Consul’s  order  to  proceed  to  judgment 
forthwith.  A  few'  minutes  after  the  judge-advo¬ 
cate’s  arrival  the  ste])s  of  the  gendarmerie  d' elite 
were  heard  on  the  drawbridge,  and  Savary  entered 
the  donjon  and  the  council-chamber,  where  Harrel 
had  spread  a  green  cloth  over  an  ancient  worm- 
eaten  table,  and  had  lighted  a  wood-fire  on  the  ca¬ 
pacious  hearth,  for  that  March  night  was  very 
cold,  and  the  apartment  was  gloomy,  damp,  and 
insalubrious.  Hulin  then  said,  “  Let  the  prisoner 
be  brought  in.”  The  duke,  worn  out  with  the 
fatigue  of  travelling  over  rough  roads  two  days 
and  nights  in  a  close  carriage,  was  falling  into 
a  jirofound  sleep.  The  judge-advocate  himself 
roused  him,  and  led  him  to  the  council-chamber. 
“  I  am  bound  to  say,”  said  President  Hulin, 
who,  like  nearly  all  concerned  in  the  horrible 
butchery,  wrote,  many  years  after,  when  Bonaparte 
was  himself  a  wretched  prisoner  at  St.  Helena,  a 
pamphlet  to  exculpate  himself  by  throwing  a  greater 
portion  of  the  guilt  on  others,  “  I  am  bound  to 
say  that  the  prisoner  presented  himself  before  us 
with  a  noble  assurance ;  he  repelled  with  great 
force  the  charge  {u'hich  'teas  not  mentioned  in  the 
indictment)  of  having  conspired,  directly  or  in- 
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directly,  in  any  plot  for  assassinating  the  First 
Consul ;  but  he  owned  that  he  had  borne  arms 
against  France,  insisting,  with  a  degree  of  courage 
and  pride  (which  even  for  his  own  sake  we  could 
not  repress),  that  he  had  maintained  the  rights  ot 
his  family, — that  a  Conde  never  could  enter  France 
but  M'ith  arms  in  his  hand.  ‘  My  birth,  my  feel¬ 
ings,  my  opinions,’  he  added,  ‘  render  me  the 
eternal  enemy  of  your  government.’  ”  While  the 
judge-advocate  interrogated  the  prisoner,  Savary 
stood  behind  the  president,  with  his  back  turned 
to  the  fire.  To  every  question  the  prince  replied 
in  the  clearest  and  most  spirited  manner.  When 
asked  his  name,  he  told  it.  Hulinsaid  afterwards, 
with  atrocious  sang-froid,^'' the  prince^ had  not 
told  us  his  name,  we  should  have  been  prettily 
puzzled  to  know  what  to  do,  as  there  was  not  one 
of  us  who  knew  his  person,  or  could  identify  him.” 
He  related  when  and  how  he  had  been  compelled 
to  leave  France  with  his  father  and  grandfather, 
and  when  and  where  he  had  fought  tor  the  king. 
When  asked  what  was  his  place  in  the  army  of 
Conde,  he  said  with  pride,  “  I  was  always  in  the 
van.”  He  stated  that  he  had  been  living  quietly 
for  two  years  and  a  half  at  Ettenheim  ;  that  he 
first  went  there  on  the  invitation  of  the  Cardinal 
de  Rohan,  who  was  ex-bishop  of  Strasbourg,  and 
still  possessed  of  territories  and  of  spiritual  juris¬ 
diction  in  that  part  of  the  country  ;  and  that  after 
the  death  of  the  cardinal,  which  happened  in  the 
spring  of  1802,  he  had  officially  applied  to,  and 
had  received  from  the  Elector  Margrave  of  Baden, 
the  sovereign  of  the  country,  permission  to  continue 
to  reside  there.  “  But,”  said  he,  “  the  reasons 
which  had  determined  my  residence  at  Ettenheim 
no  longer  subsisting,  I  was  proposing  to  move 
farther  off,  to  Fribourg  in  Brisgau,  a  much  more 
agreeable  town  than  Ettenheim,  where  I  remained 
chiefly  because  the  country  abounds  in  game,  and 
the  elector  had  granted  me  permission  to  shoot  and 
hunt  in  his  woods  ;  and  I  am  very  fond  of  that 
sport.”  He  denied  that  he  had  ever  been  in 
England,  or  in  the  interior  of  France,  since  he  had 
fled  from  it;  but,  when  asked  whether  he  was  not 
in  the  pay  of  England,  he  replied  that  he  received 
an  annual  allowance  from  that  court,  and  that  that 
was  all  he  had  to  live  upon.  When  reproached 
with  having  fought  against  his  country,  he  replied 
that  he  had  fought  for  his  king ;  and  that,  consider¬ 
ing  his  birth  and  situation,  no  other  line  of  conduct 
could  have  been  expected  from  him.  When  asked 
if  he  knew  General  Pichegru,  and  if  he  had  any 
intercourse  or  correspondence  with  him,  he  an¬ 
swered  that  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  he  had 
never  seen  him  ;  that  he  had  never  had  any  inter¬ 
course  with  him  ;  that  he  knew  indeed  that  Pichegru 
had  wished  to  see  him ;  but  that  he  was  happy  at 
not  having  known  him,  if  what  they  were  saying 
was  true  about  the  vile  means  he  intended  to  em¬ 
ploy.  He  declared  that  he  did  not  know,  and  had 
never  seen.  General  Dumouriez,  whom,  according 
to  some  of  the  numerous  and  contradictory  ac¬ 
counts,  Bonaparte  believed  to  have  been  concealed 
VOL.  IV. - GEO.  III. 


with  him  at  Ettenheim.  To  the  question,  whether 
since  the  peace  he  had  not  kept  up  correspondences 
in  the  interior  of  France,  he  replied,  that  he  had 
written  occasionally  to  some  private  friends,  who 
had  served  with  him,  and  who  were  still  attached 
to  him,  about  their  and  his  own  private  concerns; 
but  that  these  correspondences  were  not  of  the 
nature  which  he  supposed  they  alluded  to.  Here 
ended  the  interrogatory,  and  this  was  absolutely  all 
the  trial.  Not  a  single  witness  of  any  kind  was 
examined,  nor  was  any  evidence  produced,  except 
some  insignificant  papers  which  proved  nothing, 
and  which  are  stated  in  the  sentence  to  have  been 
read  secretly  by  the  commission,  before  the  pri¬ 
soner  was  brought  in.  No  counsel  was  allowed, 
although,  according  to  the  existing  law,  counsel 
was  assigned  to  every  prisoner  at  the  bar.  Being 
called  upon  to  sign  the  proces-verbal,  the  duke 
said,  or  it  was  said  for  him,  in  that  document  as 
published,  “  Before  signing  it  I  earnestly  demand 
to  have  a  private  audience  of  the  First  Consul. 
My  name,  my  rank,  my  manner  of  thinking,  and 
the  horror  of  my  situation,  make  me  hope  that  he 
will  not  refuse  this  my  demand.”  According  to 
some  accounts,  Hulin  said  they  had  nothing  to  do 
but  to  pass  sentence;  according  to  others  it  was 
Savary  that  said  there  was  no  use  in  losing  time 
and  troubling  the  Consul ;  and,  according  to  others, 
who  must  be  in  error,  as  there  was  not  time  to 
allow  the  swiftest  of  messengers  to  go  to  and  return 
from  Malmaison,  the  report  being  sent  to  Bona¬ 
parte  to  know  his  further  pleasure,  the  court  re¬ 
ceived  for  answer  their  own  letter,  marked  with 
the  emphatic  words,  “  Condemned  to  death.” 
But,  in  fact,  this  condemnation  had  been  inserted 
in  the  first  of  the  two  sentences,  blanks  being  left 
to  name  the  article  of  law  applicable  to  the  case. 
Having  signed  the  proces-verbal  (at  least  his  sig¬ 
nature  was  affixed  to  the  thing  they  printed),  the 
prince  was  ordered  to  withdraw ;  and  such  was  his 
exhaustion,  and  so  little  did  he  expect  immediate 
death,  that  he  calmly  lay  down  again  on  the  bed 
which  Harrel  had  prepared  for  him,  and  fell  into  a 
sound  sleep.  When  he  was  gone,  some  doubt  w’as 
expressed  by  these  delicate  assassins  touching  the 
legality  of  the  first  sentence  with  the  blank,  which, 
nevertheless,  they  had  all  signed ;  and  then  was 
produced  the  second  draft  of  his  sentence,  which 
they  must  have  brought  with  them;  if,  indeed,  it 
was  not  concocted  and  arranged  after  the  duke  s  ex¬ 
ecution.  The  originals  of  both  these  monstrous 
documents  have  been  discovered,  and  examined  by 
M.  Dupin,  an  acute  lawyer;  and  they  seem  to 
testify  that  the  atrocious  guilt  of  the  proceedings 
had  "bewildered  and  stupifled  the  intellect  of  the 
agents  employed,  and  had  rendered  them  incapable 
of  glossing  over  their  villany.  >  We  have  President 
Hulin’s  confession  that  they  all  signed  the  first 
sentence — and  that  was  the  sentence  (with  a  blank 
left  for  the  law)  that  was  carried  into  execution.* 

*  He  says,  “  W'e  tried  many  drafts  of  tire  sentence :  amoD,^'  others, 
tlie  first  one’;  but,  after  we  had  signed  it,  we  doubted  whetlier  it  was 
regular,  and  we  liierefore  made  the  greffier  iiroceed  to  prepare  a  new 
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The  two  sentences  differed  in  several  important 
particulars ; — both  were  the  merest  mockeries  of 
law;  but  of  the  two,  the  first  really  appears  to  have 
been  the  better  oue,  or  the  one  in  which  there  was 
the  less  juggling.  The  first  sentence  set  forth  the 
evidence,  wliich,  as  we  have  shown,  began  and  ended 
with  the  duke’s  examination,  but  left  in  blank  the 
law  applicable  to  it.  The  second  sentence  set  forth 
the  law,  but  omitted  the  evidence  altogether.  This 
was  a  confession  that  they  could  not  make  the 
evidence  tally  with  the  law',  and  were  therefore 
under  the  necessity  of  suppressing  either  the  law 
or  the  evidence.  In  the  original  indictment  there 
were  three  counts,  but  the  duke  was  found  guilty 
on  six  other  and  different  charges,  and  condemned 
upon  three  other  charges,  different  from  all,  and 
wholly  unsupported  by  any  kind  of  evidence.  But 
the  most  extraordinary  variation  between  the  two 
sentences  was  this  : — the  first  ordered  immediate 
execution,  which  was  directly  contrary  to  the 
existing  code  of  law,  which,  in  all  cases,  allowed 
twenty-four  hours  for  appeal;  the  second  sentence 
said  nothing  about  execution,  but  directed  that 
copies  of  the  sentence  should  be  sent,  within  the 
time  prescribed  by  law,  to  the  grand  judge,  the 
minister-of-war,  and  the  military  governor  of  Paris. 
But  before  these  copies  of  the  sentence  could  be 
made  out,  and  many  hours  before  any  one  of  them 
had  reached  its  destination,  the  sentence  had  been 
executed.* 

The  six  charges,  on  which  the  duke  was  found 
guilty  “  unanimously,”  were  these: — 1.  Having 
borne  arms  against  the  French  republic.  2. 
Having  offered  his  services  to  the  English  go¬ 
vernment,  the  enemy  of  the  French  people.  '"3. 
Having  received  and  accredited  agents  of  the  said 
English  government,  of  having  procured  them 
means  of  intelligence  in  France,  and  of  having 
cons])ired  with  them  against  the  external  and  in¬ 
ternal  safety  of  the  republic.  4.  Having  placed 
himself  at  the  head  of  a  large  collection  of  French 
emigrants  and  others,  formed  on  the  frontiers  of- 
France,  in  the  countries  of  Fribourg  and  Baden, 
])aid  by  England.  5.  Having  had  communica¬ 
tions  with  the  towm  of  Strasbourg,  tending  to  ex¬ 
cite  insurrection  in  the  neighbouring  departments, 
for  the  purpose  of  making  a  diversion  in  favour  of 
England.  G.  Being  one  of  the  favourers  and 
accomplices  of  the  })lot  carried  on  by  the  English 
against  the  life  of  the  First  Consul,  and  intending, 

(irnft,  srroundpd  cluofly  on  .n  report  of  the  privy  ennncillor  Ural,  .and 
tile  answers  (it  the  princ(».  This  seeond  draft  was  the  true  one,  and 
ou'^ht  alone  to  have  been  preserved  — K.rptications  nfferies  aux  kommes 
impdrtinux  Par  M.  In  Cnmte  liiilin. 

*  It  is  said  (Mniidently  by  some,  that  the  second  sentence  was  written 
ft/tei'  the  dnk(*  s  e;i.ecution,  aiid  at  Malmaison,  under  the  First  Coiisul's 
own  (‘ye  ;  and  that,  jis  the  members  of  the  laiiitacy  com  mission  were  not 
jiresent  to  siftn  their  names,  other  persons  sinned  for  them.  The  real 
signatures,  however,  were  afterwards  found  allixed  to  the  doottment. 

(general  riuiiu,  as  we  have  seen,  reijrets  that  the  lirst  sentence  had 
not  been  destroy(*d  ;  hut  Savaiy  hoped,  and  no  douht  believed,  that 
boih  Rentences.  and  all  the  papers  connected  with  the  horrible  aft'.iir, 
had  been  burnt  before  tile  Restoration,  lie,  indeed,  a.surls  that  the 
papers  were  de-troyed,  lint,  in  1  S!;.3,  when  his  .uidaeions  publication 
appeared,  provokinir  IIuliii  and  the  rest  to  answer  it,  .and  when  dis¬ 
cussion  and  the  press  were  free,  M.  Dnpin  fonnd  both  the  sentences, 
theoiiKinal  interrogatory,  with  the  Duke  d'Eii!;hien’s  answers,  and  a 
heap  ot  other  papers  a  damniun  heap  of  evidence  wliich  now  can 
never  be  destr  ijed. 
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in  the  event  of  the  success  of  such  conspiracy,  to 
enter  France.  And  to  these  six  clauses  was  added, 
“  Thereupon  the  president  put  the  question  as  to 
the  punishment  to  be  inflicted,  and,  the  voices 
being  collected  as  before  (lieginning  with  the  junior 
and  ending  with  the  president),  the  special  military 
commission  unanimously  condemn  Louis-Antoiiie 
Bourbon,  Duke  d’Enghien,  to  death,  for  the  crimes 
of  espionage,  correspondence  with  the  enemies  of 
the  republic,  and  attempts  against  the  external  and 
internal  safety  of  the  republic.”  The  reader  will 
bear  in  mind  that  there  was  not  only  no  evidence 
on  oath,  but  no  evidence  at  all ;  that  there  was  not 
even  a  witness ;  that  there  was  actually  no  ex¬ 
amination  whatever  except  of  the  prisoner  him¬ 
self;  and  that  that  examination  contradicted 
almost  every  particle  of  the  charge.*  The  prince 
had  expressed  his  abhorrence  of  the  vile  7neaiis 
(assassination)  imputed  toPichegru;  he  had  stated 
distinctly,  and  in  a  tone  which  left  no  doubt  of  his 
entire  veracity,  that  he  had  no  correspondence  with 
France  except  on  private  affairs  ;  and,  in  admitting 
the  fact  that  he  received  an  allowance  from  the 
English  court,  he  had  coupled  with  the  confession 
the  touching  avowal  that  he  took  that  money  be- 
catise  he  had  iiothing  else  to  live  upon.  Y^et  upon 
this  interrogator}',  which  was  taken  down  in  writ¬ 
ing,  and  submitted  in  that  form  to  the  court-mar¬ 
tial  or  military  commission,  after  they  had  heard 
it  all  viva  voce,  these  eight  scoundrels  or  cowards 
unanimously  found  him  guilty  of  “  Having  received 
the  agents  of  England,  procured  them  the  means 
of  treasonable  correspondence  with  the  interior  of 
France,  and  conspired  with  them,”  &c.,  there  not 
being  a  syllable  of  the  evidence  before  them  which 
had  the  most  remote  relation  to  such  a  charge. 
Nor  w'as  there  a  tittle  of  evidence  which  bore  tlie 
most  remote  relation  to  the  charges  of  his  having 
placed  himself  at  the  head  of  an  assemblage  of 
emigrants  and  others  in  English  pay ;  and  of  his 
having  held  communications  within  the  town  of 
Strasbourg  for  the  purpose  of  creating  insurrec¬ 
tions — the  word  Strasbourg  never  having  been 
uttered  in  the  whole  course  of  the  prince’s  ex¬ 
amination,  and  being  inserted  in  the  sentence  after 
he  had  quitted  the  room.  Nor  had  there  been  a 
word  said  about  any  plots  carried  on  by  the  Eng¬ 
lish  for  the  assassination  of  the  Consul,  the  only 
allusion  to  any  attempt  on  the  life  of  the  Consul 
being  an  imputation  on  Pichegru,  a  Frenchman, 
who  denied  the  charge,  and  who  could  never  be 
proved  guilty  of  it.  It  seems  pretty  clear  to  us 
that  Savary,  who  best  knew  the  wishes  and  inten¬ 
tions  of  his  master,  and  who  stood  behind  the  pre¬ 
sident’s  chair  all  the  time,  whispered  in  Hulin’s 

*  Nineteen  years  after  tlie  horrible  catastrophe,  when  Savary  was 
an  outcast  from  his  country,  and  a  wanderer  on  tlie  face  of  the 'earth 
like  another  Cain,  with  an  indelible  mark  upon  him,  he  was  faui  to 
(■oiifes.s  that  there  were  neither  documents  and  jiroofs  nor  witnesses 
aijainst  the  prince  ;  and  in  his  dechiiatiou  he  emphatically  denied  the 
accusations  liroin,dit  against  him.” — “  lib  connexions  with  Kugland, 
in  the  rank  in  wliich  lie  was  born,”  adds  Savary,  “  his  correspondence 
with  hisgrandfather,  the  Prince  of  Conde,  could  not  be  considered 
us  evidence  of  any  conspiracy.  And,  even  if  it  liad  been  otherwise, 
what  jiulge  is  so  ignorant  as  not  to  know  the  admissions  of  the  party 
accused  are  never  sutlicient  to  condemn  him,  if  unsupported  by  other 
leslimony  ? — Snmry^  Due  de  iiifvigo,  Mernoires* 
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ear  that  the  English  must  be  blackened  as  well  as 
the  Duke  ;  that  the  murder  of  the  Bourbon  would 
he  made  palatable  to  the  French  people  by  con¬ 
necting  him  with  the  plots  and  crimes  of  their 
ancient  enemies ;  that  it  would  not  be  enough  to 
dispatch  the  Duke,  but  that,  with  the  same  blow, 
they  must  assassinate  the  reputation  ot  the  British 
court  and  government.  There  was,  indeed,  no¬ 
thing  new  in  this  latter  proceeding.  When  Bona¬ 
parte  found  he  could  not  fix  the  crime  of  the 
infernal  machine  on  the  Jacobins,  he  cast  the 
odium  of  it  upon  England.  The  other  illegalities 
in  this  most  iniquitous  of  trials  are  too  obvious  and 
glaring  to  call  for  much  remark.  The  violation 
of  the  neutral  and  friendly  territory  of  Baden  was 
the  beginning  of  the  odious  irregularities,  and  in 
itself  vitiated  all  the  proceedings  which  followed. 
The  decrees  of  the  Convention  and  Directory 
against  such  Frenchmen  as  bore  arms  against  the 
Republic,  savage  as  they  were,  applied  only  to 
emigrants  taken  in  France,  or  in  an  enemy’s  coun¬ 
try  ;  and  Baden  was  neither  the  one  nor  the  other. 
Again,  these  laws  against  the  emigrants  did  not 
apply  to  the  Bourbon  jirinces,  who  were  a  class 
apart,  and  were  for  ever  banished  from  the  French 
territory.  By  the  existing  code,  the  court-martial 
or  military  commission  was  incompetent  to  try 
plots  undertaken  against  the  republic ;  and  the 
whole  proceedings  in  the  donjon  of  Vincennes 
w'ere  de  jdus  illegal,  as  having  been  carried  on 
in  the  dead  of  night,  precipitately,  with  closed 
doors,*  without  defender  or  counsel  for  the  pri¬ 
soner,  without  witnesses,  wdthout  documents. 

Hulin  subsequently  pleaded  the  only  (though  a 
base)  argument  that  could  at  all  avail  him,  and  the 
seven  officers  wdio  acted  with  him.  '•'‘Appointed 
to  be  judges  ”  said  he,  “lue  ivere  obliged  to  act 
as  judges  at  the  risk  of  being  judged  ourselves.” 
We  are  disposed  to  give  credit  to  his-  assertions — 
especially  as  they  are  flatly  contradicted  only  by 
Savary — that  he  and  his  colleagues  finished  their 
share  in  the  work  of  iniquity  by  writing  out  and 
signing  the  two  sentences  ;  that  the  immediate 
execution  w^as  not  authorized  by  them  ;  and  that 
they  were  expecting  that  the  four-and-tw^enty  hours 
prescribed  by  law'  would  be  allowed,  when  they 
heard  an  explosion,  a  crash  of  musketry  in  the 
moat,  which  told  them  that  Savary  had  terminated 
the  affair.f  Savary  himself  says,  “  The  court  de- 

*  Yet  that  bare  faced,  anbltishin*^  villain,  Savary,  calls  this  an 
**  open  court, and  Bonaparte  himself  called  it  a  fair  trial.  An 
open  court!  The  old  castle  was  surrounded  by  troops,  and  was  oc¬ 
cupied  in  the  interior  by  Savary’s  picked  gendarmes,  who  permitted 
neither  ingress  nor  egress.  President  Hulin  himselt  declares,  in  the 
most  solemn  manner,  that  he  and  his  colleagues  in  the  commission 
were  shut  up  itt  the  council  chamber  and  an  adjoining  room,  and  could 
not  communicate  with  those  without,  or  see  what  was  passing  in  the 
rest  of  the  chateau. 

t  Hulin,  who  had  fallen  from  his  liigh  estate,  who  was  old,  stricken 
with  blindness,  and  retired  from  the  world,  when  Savary  provoked 
him  to  attempt  the  double  task  of  palliating  his  own  conduct  and  ex¬ 
posing  that  of  Savary,  says, — “  Scarcely  was  it  (the  sentence)  signed 
when  I  began  a  letter  to  the  First  Consul,  iu  which  I  conveyed  to  him, 
in  obedhmee  to  the  unanimous  wish  of  the  court,  the  desire  expressed 
by  tlie  prince  of  an  interview  with  the  First  Consul,  and  further  con¬ 
jured  the  first  Consul  to  remit  the  punishment,  which  the  seventy  of 
our  situdtufu  did  not  permit  us  to  elude.  It  was  at  this  moment  that  a 
MAN  (•btti'aty)  who  had  })ersi6ted  in  remaining  in  the  court-room,  said, 
*  What  are  you  doing  there  ?*  —  *  I  am,’  I  replied,  *  writing  to  the 
First  Consul,  to  convey  to  him  the  wish  of  the  prisoner  and  the  recoin^ 


liberated  a  long  time ;  it  was  not  till  two  hours 
after  the  room  was  cleared  that  the  sentence  was 
known.  The  officer  who  commanded  the  infantry 
of  my  regiment  came  with  deep  emotion  to  tell 
me  that  a  party  was  required  to  execute  the  sen¬ 
tence — I  answered,  ‘  Give  it.’  ‘  Where  shall  the 
party  of  execution  be  placed  ?’  asked  the  officer — 

‘  Where,’  I  answered,  ‘  you  can  hurt  nobody ;’  for 
already  tlie  inhabitants  of  the  populous  neighbour¬ 
hood  of  Paris  were  proceeding  along  the  roads  to 
the  several  markets.”  This  tender-heartedness 
and  anxiety  about  not  hurting  some  innocent  mar¬ 
ket-gardener,  or  other  passer  by,  contrasts  drama¬ 
tically  with  the  ferocious  laconism  “Give  it;” 
but,  unfortunately  for  Savary’s  pretence,  no  road 
passed  within  a  mile  ot  the  front  of  the  castle ; 
and,  still  more  unfortunately,  the  place  of  execution 
had  been  fixed  by  the  digging  of  the  grave  on  the 
])receding  evening — had  been  fixed  in  the  ditch  of 
the  fortress,  about  fourteen  feet  below  the  level  of 
the  ground,  on  a  spot  where,  even  if  there  had  been 
roads  passing  close  by  the  castle  or  running  all 
round  it,  Savary’s  gendarmes  d' elite  might  have 
fusiladed  the  whole  race  of  the  Bourbons,  and  all  the 
crowned  or  royal  princes  of  Europe  to  boot,  with¬ 
out  the  slightest  risk  of  hitting  any  passer  by. 

The  prince  was  fast  asleep  when  Savary  bade 
his  subaltern  officer  give  the  party  that  were  to 
fire  into  his  heart — his  two  dry  words,  ‘  Give  it’, 
being  the  only  death-warrant  of  the  descendant  ot 
so  many  kings  and  heroes — and  in  a  sound  sleep 
the  execution  party  found  him  when  they  went  to 
his  bedside  and  ordered  him  to  rise  and  follow. 
“  He  had  so  little  suspicion  of  the  fate  that  awaited 
him,  that,  on  descending  the  rough  staircase  lead¬ 
ing  to  the  castle-ditch,  the  prince  asked  whither 
they  were  taking  him.  To  this  question  he  re¬ 
ceived  no  answer  from  Savary’s  tried  and  taciturn 
gendarmes.  Harrel,  the  commandant,  walked  by 
the  prince  holding  a  lantern.  Feeling  the  cold  air 
which  came  up  the  dark  staircase,  he  pressed 
Harrel’s  arm,  and  said  “  Are  they  going  to  immure 
me  in  an  oubliette 

mendation  0^  tlie  court.* — *Voii  liave  Uone  ^our  business,  said  he, 
takin<r  the  pen  out  of  my  hand,  ‘  .and  w/iat  remains  is  mine.  I  confess 
that  fth ought  at  the  moment,  and  so  did  several  of  my  colleagnies, 
that  he  meant  to  sav  that  the  conveying  these  sentiments  to  the  First 
Consul  was  Ais  business.  His  answer  thus  understood  left  us  still 
tlie  hope  that  tlie  recommendation  would  reach  tlie  Fust  Consul.  I 
only  recollect  that  I  even  at  the  moment  felt  a  kind  of  vexaUon  at 
seeino-  him  thus  take  out  of  my  liainls  tlie  only  agreeable  ciiciim- 
stauce  of  the  painful  situation  in  whicli  1  was  placed.  In  fact,  how 
could  we  conceive  that  apersim  had  been  placed  over  tis,  with  an  order 
to  violate  all  the  provisions  of  the  lawf  I  was  in  the  liall,  outside  tlie^ 
council-room,  conversing  about  wliat  bad  passed.  Several  knots  ot 
persons  had  got  into  private  conveisiition — I  was  waiting  ior  my  car- 
1  iiioe,  which  not  lieiiig  permitted  (any  more  tliau  those  of  tlie  otlier 
members  of  tlie  commission)  to  come  into  the  inner  court  of  tlie  castle, 
delayed  my  departure  and  theirs.  /Ke  were  ourselves  shut  m,  and 
amid  nut  communicate  with  those  without,  when  an  explosion  was  heard, 
when  a  lerrilile  sound  struck  us  to  our  lieavU  and  froxe  them  witli 
terror  and  horror.  ,  ,, 

“  Yes.  I  swear,  in  tiie  name  of  myself  and  my  colleagues,  that  this 
execution  w  as  not  authorised  by  us  ;  our  sentence  directed  tliat  copies 
should  be  sent  to  tlie  minister  of  war,  the  grand  judge,  the  governor- 
general  of  Paris.  The  latter  (Murat)  alone  could,  according  to  law, 
direct  the  execution  ;  the  copies  were  not  yet  made— it  would  liave 
taken  a  cniisiderahle  part  of  the  day  to  make  them.” 

*  Oubliette  (from  tlie  French  vert)  oublier,  to  forget)  was  a  suliter- 
raueaii  dungeon,  into  wliieli  tlie  victim  was  secretly  tiiriiwu,  and  then 
as  it  were  forgotten.  There  w  ere  oubliettes  in  the  donjon  of  \  in- 
cennes;  and  in  the  old  feudal  limes  there  were  few  castles,  eitlier  in 
England  or  F'raiice,  without  them.  Mr.  Alison  (History  ot  EuroiH! 
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Vincennes.  Beatii  of  the  Dukis  o’Enghien. 


Savary  himself  tells  us  that  it  was  not  until  he 
was  brought  down  these  back-stairs  suddenly  into 
the  ditch  that  the  prince  heard  his  sentence :  but 
there  was  no  need  of  the  sense  of  hearing ;  the 
sight  of  the  grave,  of  Savary’s  gendarmes,  and  of 
the  barrels  of  their  muskets  gleaming  in  the  dim, 
lurid  light,  must  have  told  the  doomed  Bourbon 
that  his  last  moment  on  earth  was  come.  The 
chief  of  Bonaparte’s  household  police,  in  his 
anxiety  to  wash  his  hands  of  all  minor  parts  of 
the  guilt,  denies  that  he  fastened  a  lantern  to 
the  prince’s  breast,  as  a  mark  for  the  execution¬ 
ers  ;  denies  even  that  he  desceirded  into  the  ditch  ; 
and  it  seems  to  be  proved  that  he  did  neither  of 
these  two  things,  but  stood  on  a  parapet  which 
overlooked  the  ditch  and  the  heads  of  his  un¬ 
flinching  gendarmes.  He  seems  also  to  deny  that 
he  gave  the  word  of  command  to  fire  :  but  he 
had  uttered  what  amounted  to  the  same  thing,  in 
saying  Give  it.*  As  to  the  lantern,  it  is  probable 
that  the  prince  himself  may  have  fixed  it  to  his 
person,  in  order  to  guide  in  that  dim  obscurity  the 

from  the  commencement  of  the  French  Kevolution'),  with  his  iisuul 
felicity  in  mis-tianslating.  completely  (lisfigures  this  passage,  and 
deprives  it  of  its  obvious  and  tragical  point.  And  yet  notlnng  can  be 
clearer  or  more  easy  of  comprehension  than  the  French  of  BoiuTienne, 
who  gives  this  pa.ssage,  which  chills  the  heart's  blood,  in  continua¬ 
tion  of  the  narrative  that  llarrel  gave  him  the  day  after  the  execu¬ 
tion  of  the  duke. 

7’n  mUUike,  through  nearly  an  entire  volume,  “droits  de  timhre,” 
or  Stamp  Tax,  for  “Timber  duty.”  is  bad  enough  ;  but  there,  at 
least,  no  touching  incident  is  spoiled  by  the  mis  translation. 

*  According  to  a  striking  story  told  by  Hourrienne,  and  according 
to  every  probability  and  usage  in  such  a  case,  tlie  w  ord  “  To  fire'*  was 
given  by  a  non-commissioned  officer  of  the  select  gendarmerie- 


aim  of  the  soldiers.*  It  is  said  that  be  asked 
for  the  attendance  of  a  confessor,  and  that  the 
brutal  reply  to  the  request  was,  “  Would  you  die 
like  a  priest  ?”  He  cut  off  a  lock  of  his  hair,  and 
gave  it,  with  a  miniature,  and  a  gold  ring,  to  an 
officer,  imploring  him  to  cause  it  to  be  delivered, 
through  the  medium  of  Bonaparte’s  wife,  to  the 
Princess  de  Rohan ;  and  then  he  presented  his 

*  Savary,  who  of  course  dwells  most  on  the  least  important  points 
of  the  tragedy,  says  that  it  was  six  o  clock  in  the  nioruing,  aud  broad 
day-light,  and  that  therefore  no  torches  and  lanterns  were  needed. 
He  aumits,  however,  that  there  was  a  lantern  in  the  ditch.  Hand 
certainly  carried  a  lantern  to  light  the  ]U’ince  down  the  darlc  st.iir- 
case.  But  it  appears  the  execution  took  place  not  at  six,  but  before 
live  o’clock :  and  it  is  particularly  mentioned,  on  all  hands,  that  tlie 
morning  was  gloomy  aud  foggy.  On  such  a  morniiiii,  aud  in  such  a 
locality,  with  a  forest  and  hills  adjacent,  a  narrow  castle  ditch 
liftecn  feet  deep  below  the  surface  of  the  soil  would  not  be  very 
well  lighted  even  at  six  o'clock  in  the  month  of  March. 

Bourriemie  says.  “  Much  has  been  said  about  a  lantern,  which,  it 
is  pretende'l,  was  attaclied  to  one  of  the  duke’s  button-holes.  Tliis 
is  invention,  ('aptu.n  d  Autancourt,  whose  sight  was  not  very  good, 
took  the  lantern  out  of  Harrel’s  hand  to  read  the  sentence  to  the 
victim,  w'ho  had  been  condemned  with  as  little  regard  to  judicial 
forms  as  to  justice.  This  circumstance  probably  gave  rise  to  the 
story  about  the  lantern.”  But  it  seems  that  no  sentence  was  read: 
that  the  sentence  was  kept  by  the  commission  up  stairs  in  the  comi- 
cil-room  to  be  copied  ;  tliat,  as  we  have  said,  the  only  death-warrant 
was  Savary’s  “Give  it;”  and  that  the  only  sentence  was  the  word 
of  command  “  to  tire.” 

Savary  also  is  exceedingly  indignant  at  the  imputation  of  liaving 
appropriated  the  duke’s  valuable  gold  watch;  and  he  sublimely 
asks  whether  it  is  possible  to  believe  that  he,  a  general  in  the  French 
army,  a  minister  of  state,  liad  stolen  a  watch?  As  the  watch  was 
fouml  in  the  prince's  grave,  Savary  could  not  have  stolen  it — he  only 
stole  the  prince’s  life.  The  execution,  the  interment,  were  eonducied 
in  the  greale^t  hurry;  and  then  all  the  pa^•ties  concerned  seem  to 
have  run  liack  b)  Faris  in  liaste  aud  confusion,  and  like  the  midnight 
murderers  that  they  were. 

Savary  disproves  the  theft,  and  almost  succeeds  in  ]>utling  out  the 
lauteru ;  but  this  U  all  the  exculpation  he  can  make.  In  other 
matters  his  defence  makes  the  conduct  of  himself  and  l\is  master  even 
worse  than  it  was  before  l)cUeved  to  be. 
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breast  to  the  soldiers,  and,  exclaiming  “  I  die  for 
my  king  and  for  France,”  fell  with  seven  mortal 
bullets  in  his  body.  The  men  fired  at  the  close 
distance  of  ten  paces,  and  as  they  fired  the  duke 
rushed  towards  the  muzzles  of  their  pieces,  and 
fell  dead  at  their  feet.  The  body  was  immediately 
taken  up ;  then,  dressed  as  it  was,  and  without 
any  examination,  was  flung  carelessly  into  the 
ready-made  grave.  A  stone  was  thrown  into  the 
grave  near  the  prince’s  head  by  the  man  employed 
to  fill  it  up,  and  w'ho  wished  to  have  some  mark 
whereby  to  know  the  body  hereafter.  The  pit 
was  soon  filled,  the  band  of  murderers  and  the 
troops  departed,  the  old  donjon  was  left  to  more 
than  its  ordinary  stillness  and  sadness  :  and  then 
there  came  a  little  dog  and  laid  himself  on  the 
grave,  moaning  and  howling  piteously ;  it  was  a 
little  favourite  of  the  duke,  that  had  run  after  his 
master  when  dragged  from  the  chateau  of  Etten- 
heim,  that  had  afterwards  been  allowed  to  travel 
with  him  in  the  carriage,  and  that  had  escaped 
notice  in  the  confusion  of  the  trial  and  execution. 
The  fidelity  of  the  poor  dog,  that  would  not  leave 
its  master’s  grave,  excited  so  much  interest  (and 
it  was  just  that  sort  of  incident  that  would  senti¬ 
mentalize  hundreds  of  Parisians  themselves  capa¬ 
ble  of  doing  even  what  Savary  and  his  gang  had 
done),  that  the  police  interfered  and  carried  away 
the  poodle  by  force.  A  gentleman,  it  is  said,  pur¬ 
chased  the  dog  from  the  man  who  carried  him 
away,  and  kept  him  for  many  years  out  of  afifection 
to  the  memory  of  the  unhappy  prince.  The  site 
of  the  grave  into  which  the  yet  w'arm  remains  of 
Conde’s  grandson,  “  uncofifined,”  “  unaneled,” 
were  huddled  like  the  carcass  of  a  dog,  is  marked 
by  a  small  cross  at  the  bottom  of  the  moat,  on  the 
side  towards  the  forest  of  Vincennes.  “  There  are 
few”  savs  Bourrienne,  “  who  have  not  seen  that 
spot !  Who  has  not  made  a  pilgrimage  to  Vin¬ 
cennes,  and  dropped  a  tear  where  the  victim  fell?” 
But  the  victim  lies  there  no  longer.  On  the  21st 
of  March,  1816,  the  twelfth  anniversary  of  the 
murder,  a  committee  appointed  by  the  restored 
king  of  France,  Louis  XVIII.,  went  to  Vincennes 
to  search  for  the  body,  and  move  it  to  a  more  be¬ 
coming  place  of  sepulture.  The  man  who  had 
dug  the  grave  and  filled  it  up  was  still  alive,  and 
several  persons  who  had  visited  it  shortly  after  the 
event  recognised  the  precise  spot.  The  sad  “where¬ 
about,”  must,  indeed,  have  been  known  pretty 
accurately  to  the  whole  neighbourhood.  After 
digging  about  four  feet  deep  the  boot  of  the  right 
leg  was  discovered,  then  the  rest  of  the  body  suc¬ 
cessively,  and,  lastly,  the  head,  with  the  marking 
stone  which  the  labourer  stated  he  had  thrown  in. 
They  found  about  the  middle  of  the  skeleton  a 
mass  of  metallic  matter,  of  the  size  and  shape  of  a 
watch,  but  so  decayed,  that  but  for  some  small 
iron  keys  and  a  seal  with  the  arms  of  Conde, 
which  adhered  to  it,  it  would  hardly  have  been 
recognised.  They  also  found  seventy  pieces  of 
gold  coin,  the  contents  of  the  rouleau  which  he  had 
brought  with  him  from  Ettenheim ;  a  small  red 


morocco  purse  with  some  loose  money,  or  eleven 
pieces  of  gold  and  five  of  silver ;  a  ring  and  chain 
of  gold  which  the  prince  was  known  always  to 
wear  about  his  neck,  and  which  was  found  around 
the  vertebral  bones  of  the  neck.  The  remains 
were  placed  in  a  coffin,  and  deposited,  with  the 
usual  ceremonies  of  religion,  in  the  chapel  of  the 
castle.* 

But  what,  at  the  time,  was  the  effect  produced 
in  Paris  by  the  kidnapping  and  murder  of  the 
Duke  d’Enghien  ?  The  few  close  personal  friends 
of  the  prince  that  were  in  that  capital  may  have 
felt  an  agony  of  astonishment,  bewilderment,  and 
grief ;  the  royalists  there,  generally,  may  have,  de¬ 
plored  the  event,  though  probably  few  of  them 
were  kept  thereby  two  nights  from  the  theatres,  or 
their  other  habitual  amusements  and  pursuits ; 
some  of  the  better-minded  of  the  revolutionists, 
and  of  the  party  of  the  First  Consul,  who  had  swal¬ 
lowed  the  revolution  and  was  digesting  it  for  his 
own  nutriment  and  growth,  may  have  deplored  the 
deed,  and  have  considered  it,  as  Fouchd  himself  is 
said  to  have  called  it,  a  thing  worse  than  a  crime, 
a  political  blunder  jt  o’"  some  few  of  each  of  these 
parties  may  have  shuddered  at  the  guilt  and  shed 
momentary  tears  for  the  victim ;  but  it  appears 
indisputable  that  the  great  mass  of  the  nation, — of 
the  new  or  young  France  (la  Jeune  France) — the 
democracy  which  collectively  had  swallowed  up 
more  than  the  First  Consul,  the  generation  which 
had  profited  by  the  Revolution,  entertained  senti¬ 
ments  very  different  from  those  which  were  after- 
w'ards  expressed  upon  the  foul  catastrophe.  The 
one  great  dread  of  the  revolutionary  party,  which, 
as  we  have  urged  repeatedly,  must  have  included 
the  great  body  of  the  people,  or  at  the  least  of  that 
stirring  and  active  part  of  it  which  must  be  taken 
as  the  representative  of  the  whole,  was  a  counter¬ 
revolution  and  the  restoration  of  the  old  dynasty, 
which  their  acquaintance  with  the  preceding  his¬ 
tory  of  their  country  and  their  own  practice  would 
not  permit  them  to  disconnect  from  the  notion  of 
sanguinary  reprisals;  and  which,  in  ordinary  cal¬ 
culation,  was  likely  to  make  a  call  upon  them  for  a 
restitution  of  spoils,  and  for  a  searching  inquiry 
into  the  titles  by  which  they  held  the  confiscated 
or  sequestrated  property  of  other  men.  Before  the 
arrest  of  Pichegru  it  was  known  by  many  of  the 
revolutionary  party  that  Bonaparte  himself  had 
been  in  correspondence  with  Monsieur,  the  late 
king’s  brother,  who,  in  the  eyes  of  the  legitimists, 
and  of  all  the  courts  of  Europe  (though  few  of 
them  could  openly  express  the  conviction,  for  the 
dread  of  Bonaparte’s  half  million  of  bayonets),  was 
Louis  XVIII.,  King  of  France;  and  a  consequent 
dread  had  arisen  that  the  Corsican  soldier  of  for¬ 
tune  might,  at  some  moment,  play  the  part  which 
General  Monk  had  performed  in  England,  and 
bring  back  the  Bourbons.  From  the  secrecy  in 
which  his  examinations  were  conducted,  it  w'as  not, 

•  Quarterly  Review,  vol.  xvii.,  Art.  Answer  to  Warden,  &c. 

f  Fouche’s  reported  words  are— “  C’est  pis  qu’une  crime,  c'est  une 
faute  !” 
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generally  known  that  Pichegru  had  threatened  to 
proclaim  on  his  trial  this  correspondence  between 
Bonaparte  and  the  expatriated  Bourbon,  and  even 
to  produce  proofs  of  it ;  but  the  First  Consul  knew 
all  this,  and  a  great  deal  more — knew  mysteries 
which  accidents  might  bring  to  light  at  an  awk¬ 
ward  moment; — and  it  is  more  than  presumable 
that  these  considerations  had  largely  contributed 
to  the  crime  which  had  been  perpetrated  under 
his  orders.  And  when  the  crime  w^as  perpetrated 
the  revolutionists  could  dismiss  their  apprehen¬ 
sions  of  a  restoration — apprehensions  absurd  or 
unfounded,  but  which  can  be  proved  to  have  e.x- 
isted  to  an  immense  e.xtent,  and  which  had  not  a 
weaker  hold  on  the  French  imagination  on  account 
of  their  absurdity ; — they  could  congratulate  them¬ 
selves  that  now  the  hands  of  Bonaparte  were  dyed 
in  the  blood  of  the  Bourbons  even  like  their  own, 
and  that  henceforw'ard  there  was  no  chance  of  the 
First  Consul  enacting  the  part  of  General  Monk. 
According  to  Thibaudeau  it  is  altogether  incorrect 
to  pretend  that  the  death  of  the  Duke  d’Enghien 
spread  a  general  consternation  in  Paris,  in  the  pro¬ 
vinces  and  chateaux  of  France.  “The  ancient 
noblesse  certainly  were  affected  by  it ;  but  their 
mourning  was  not  of  long  duration  :  not  a  single 
noble  quitted  on  that  account  the  court  of  Napo¬ 
leon  ;  the  noblesse  continued,  as  before,  to  rush 
thither  in  crowds.  The  nation  was  indifferent 
about  it;  their  instinct  told  them  that  a  dead 
Bourbon  was  an  enemy  the  less.”  *  If  no  noble 
quitted  the  new  court,  so  was  there  only  one  man 
of  that  class  that  quitted  the  service  of  Bonaparte 
on  account  of  the  foul  murder  at  Vincennes.  That 
single  exception  was  the  false-sentimental,  rhe¬ 
torical,  flowery,  vague,  wordy  Vicomte  de  Chateau¬ 
briand,  who  had  just  been  appointed  to  the  very 
poor  post  of  diplomatic  agent  or  resident  minister 
in  the  Valais,  that  miserable  segment  of  Switzer¬ 
land  which  Bonaparte  had  torn  from  the  canton 
of  Berne,  and  which  a  few  years  after  he  united  as 
an  integral  part  to  France.  Those  who  evaporate 
and  exhaust  themselves  in  their  enthusiastic  praise 
of  this  great  sacrifice  to  principle,  and  to  the  ab¬ 
horrence  of  injustice  and  cruelty,  seem  to  forget 
that  Chateaubriand  subsequently,  in  one  of  the 
prefaces  to  his  many  books,  styled  Bonaparte  the 
man  sent  by  God  in  sign  of  reconciliation  ;  and 
on  his  return  from  his  pilgrimage  to  the  Holy 
Land  brought  back,  nicely  corked  and  hermetically 
sealed,  a  bottle  full  of  the  water  of  the  river  Jor¬ 
dan,  wherewith  to  baptize  the  son  of  the  Emperor 
Napoleon,  the  new  King  of  Rome.  The  forgetful¬ 
ness  of  these  people  is  perhaps  the  less  surprising 
as  the  Breton  vicomte  himself  appears  to  have 
forgotten  the  circumstances  from  the  moment  that 
the  ancient  dynasty  was  restored,  and  he  became 
minister  of  state  and  a  peer  of  France  under 
Louis  XVIII. 

But,  whatever  may  have  been  the  sensation  pro¬ 
duced  in  Paris  or  in  the  rest  of  France  by  this 
atrocious  aflair,  it  is  certain  that  the  kidnapping 

•  Ili&t,  dll  Consulat. 
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and  murder  of  the  Duke  d’Enghien  excited  an  in¬ 
dignant  feeling  in  all  the  rest  of  Europe,  and  pro¬ 
duced  immediate  demonstrations  unfavourable  to 
Bonaparte  in  all  the  courts  that  were  strong  enough, 
or  remote  enough,  to  hazard  the  expression  of  their 
opinion.  The  court  of  St.  Petersburg  ordered  a 
public  mourning  for  the  death  of  the  unfortunate 
prince,  and  remonstrated  wdth  his  real  assassin, 
the  First  Consul;  and  the  Emperor  Alexander,  as 
mediator  and  guarantee  of  the  continental  peace, 
notified  to  the  states  of  the  Germanic  Empire  that 
he  considered  the  violation  of  the  territory  of  Baden 
and  the  seizure  of  the  Duke  d’Enghien  us  an  overt 
attack  on  the  security  and  independence  of  that 
empire.  Going  farther  than  this,  the  young  Czar 
sent  in  a  note  to  the  Diet  assenrbled  at  Ratisbon, 
complaining  of  this  violation  and  criminal  trans¬ 
gression  of  the  law  and  rights  of  nations,  and  re¬ 
minding  the  Diet  that  he  had  pledged  himself, 
together  with  the  First  Consul  of  France,  to  pro¬ 
tect  the  rights  and  ensure  the  tranquillity  of  the 
minor  states  of  the  Germanic  Confederation.  The 
King  of  Sweden  also  remonstrated,  and  sent  his 
note  to  the  Germanic  Diet,  as  a  party  interested 
through  the  possessions  which  he  held  in  the  em¬ 
pire,  and  as  an  ancient  guarantee  of  the  independ¬ 
ence  of  that  league.  Bonaparte,  whose  pride  could 
never  bear  reproach  or  interference,  and  who  knew 
or  suspected  that  Russia,  some  time  before  this, 
had  listened  to  English  proposals  for  a  new  co¬ 
alition,  made  Talleyrand  write  a  most  insolent  and 
outrageous  note  to  the  Russian  ambassador.  He 
asked  why,  when  the  Elector  of  Baden  and  the 
other  German  princes  were  silent  (their  silence 
proceeded  from  their  weakness  and  their  fears), 
Russia  presumed  to  intermeddle  in  a  matter  that 
was  wholly  German  ?  Whence  came  that  strange 
pretension  of  Russia  to  mix  audaciously  in  what 
did  not  concern  her  ?  When  the  Emperor  Paul, 
the  ally  of  France,  and  the  father  of  the  Emperor 
Alexander,  fell  under  the  blows  of  assassins,  sold 
to  England,  had  France  advanced  the  political 
right  of  examining  that  mysterious  iniquity?  And, 
if  the  authors  of  that  plot  had  been  arrested  at  two 
leagues  from  the  Russian  frontier,  would  the  cabi¬ 
net  of  St.  Petersburg  have  tolerated  the  demand  of 
explanations  about  the  violation  of  neutral  terri¬ 
tory?  Russia  was  talking  about  the  law  and  rights 
of  nations,  but  had  she  not  protected  conspirators 
at  Dresden,  at  Rome,  at  Paris,  and  had  not  one 
of  her  ambassadors  (Markotf,  who  had  conversed 
with  Lord  Whitworth  in  the  embrasure  of  the 
window  at  the  Tuileries)  given  quite  recentlv  his 
protection  to  intrigues  and  plots  directed  against 
the  First  Consul  ?  This  violent  language  might 
ensure,  at  no  distant  period,  a  war  with  Russia, 
but  it  was  not  calculated  to  remove  the  evil  im¬ 
pression  which  had  been  made.  This  war  indeed 
was  almost  a  certainty  before;  but  the  kidnapping 
and  the  murder  of  the  Bourbon  prince,  and  the 
recriminations  cast  in  the  teeth  of  the  young  Czar 
(who,  in  the  Moiiiteur  and  other  French  publi¬ 
cations,  was  directly  accused  of  being  the  assassin 
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of  his  own  insane  father),  hastened  the  declaration 
of  hostilities,  and  gave  a  keener  edge  to  the  Rus¬ 
sian  enmity.  He  gained  victories  after  this,  and 
he  had  triumphs — many  and  high  triumphs,  with 
a  conquered  kingdom,  and  a  conquered  empire  in 
the  dust  before  him — but  from  this  time  cheerful¬ 
ness  was  banished  from  the  heart,  and  joy  and 
liveliness  from  the  court,  of  Bonaparte  ;  that  court 
became  more  pompous  and  gorgeous,  hut  it  was 
sombre  in  its  very  splendour,  and  cold  and  chill¬ 
ingly  doubtful  and  suspicious :  for  the  dismal  fate 
of  Pichegru,  the  ruin  and  expulsion  of  Moreau, 
and  the  other  incidents  that  were  woven  up  in  the 
same  black  web  with  the  assassination  of  the  Duke 
d’Enghien,  even  though  acceptable  to  many,  per¬ 
haps  to  the  large  majority  of  that  court  and  of  the 
Consul  and  Emperor’s  immediate  adherents,  made 
them  all  feel  that  they  were  living  in  a  lion’s  den, 
and  that  the  hour  might  come  when  the  fate  of  the 
prince,  or  of  Pichegru,  or  of  Moreau,  might  be 
their  osvn. 

It  is  scarcely  permitted  us  to  quit  this  subject 
without  saying  a  few  words  on  the  motives  which 
have  been  attributed  to  the  First  Consul,  and  the 
excuses  which  have  been  made  for  him,  and  which 
he  made  for  himself.  As  one  of  the  strone:  mo- 
tives,  it  has  been  stated  that  some  of  the  persons 
arrested  as  accomplices  of  Georges-Cadoudal  and 
Pichegru  had  confessed  that  they  had  seen  repeat¬ 
edly,  in  the  very  heart  of  Paris,  a  distinguished, 
noble-looking  stranger,  who  always  presented  liim- 
self  in  a  cautious,  mysterious  manner,  and  whom 
they  knew  by  no  other  name  than  that  of  “  the 
General  ” — that,  from  various  indications,  the  Con¬ 
sul  was  led  to  believe  that  this  mysterious  visitant 
in  Paris  was  none  other  than  the  Duke  d’Enghien, 
&c.  But  Savary  admits — and  he  would  only  have 
injured  his  bad,  and,  as  it  is,  wretchedly  pleaded, 
cause  by  taking  up  the  opposite  ground — that  the 
Duke  d’Enghien  never  came  to  Paris  at  all ;  that 
the  notion  of  his  having  been  there  was  found  to 
be  a  deplorable  mistake,  but  when  it  was  too  late, 
when  tlic  duke  was  no  more ;  and  that  the  mys¬ 
terious  personage  mistaken  for  the  Duke  d’Enghien 
turned  out  eventually  to  be  General  Pichegru. 
And  this  is  far  from  all :  evidence  has  been  pro¬ 
duced  to  prove  that  this  mistake,  assumed  as  a 
justification  or  excuse  of  the  seizure  at  Ettenheim 
and  the  bloody  doings  at  Vincennes,  could  not 
have  e.xisted  at  the  date  of  either  of  those  deeds. 
One  of  the  French  writers*  called  into  the  field 
by  the  publication  of  Savary’s  memoirs,  which 
throw  blame  and  infamy  on  everybody  but  him¬ 
self,  his  master,  and  a  few  decided  partisans,  has 
proved,  by  citations  from  the  voluminous  docu¬ 
ments  of  the  trial  of  Georges-Cadoudal  and  his 
party,  that  the  individuals  who  reported  the  visits 
of  the  pretended  unknown  had,  on  the  12th  of 
February  (a  good  month  before  the  seizure  of  the 
duke  at  Ettenheim),  deposed  that  the  mysterious 
visitor  was  Pichegru ;  that  the  same  fact  was 
proved  on  the  21st  of  February,  twenty-three  days 

•  M.  Dui>iu. 


before  the  seizure ;  and  again  on  the  12th  of  March, 
nine  days  before  the  prince  was  murdered  at  Vin¬ 
cennes.  It  is  difficult  to  conceive  that  any  such 
mistake  had  ever  for  a  moment  existed,  for  the 
duke  and  Pichegru  were  totally  unlike  in  form 
and  feature,  in  voice,  expression,  and  demeanour; 
but,  if  the  mistake  really  had  existed,  having  been 
cleared  away  at  least  a  month  before  the  seizure, 
it  could  not  stand  even  as  a  bad  and  insufficient 
excuse  for  that  deed.* 

Bonaparte  himself,  according  to  those  who  wrote 
memoirs  for  him,  and  according  to  his  conversa¬ 
tions  as  reported  by  Las  Cases,  O’Meara,  Warden, 
and  others,  affirmed  that  the  Duke  d’Enghien  had 
written  a  letter  from  his  cell  in  the  fortress  of 
Strasbourg  to  the  First  Consul,  not  merely  to  im¬ 
plore  life  and  pardon,  but  to  offer  to  enter  into  his 
sernce ;  and  tiiat  Talleyrand — the  ill-omened  Tal¬ 
leyrand — who  entertained  as  a  fixed  principle  that 
there  would  be  no  safety  to  Bonaparte  and  the 
monarchy  he  was  building  up  so  long  as  any  of 
the  Bourbon  princes  were  left  alive,  got  possession 
of  the  letter,  and  kept  it  from  the  First  Consul 
until  it  was  too  late.  This  story  is  in  all  its  parts 
too  monstrously  absurd  to  merit  any  serious  re¬ 
futation.  As  yet,  perhaps,  the  ex-bishop  of  Autun 
was  not  very  anxious  for  a  restoration  of  the  old 
dynasty;  that  anxiety  came  on  him  about  four 
years  later,  when  lie  saw  that  the  tyranny  of  the 
Corsican  Emperor  was  becoming  a  worse  tyranny 
than  had  ever  existed  in  France,  and  when,  against 
his  weighty  advice  and  admonitions  and  entreaties, 
Bonaparte  was  rushing  headlong  to  his  ruin  by 
kidnapping  the  royal  Bourbon  family  of  Spain  and 
invading  that  country  :  but  to  assert  that  the  wise, 
the  arch,  acute,  and  blood-loathing  Talleyrand 
should  have  recommended  the  cutting  off  atl  the 
Bourbon  princes,  and  beginning  with  the  Duke 
d’Enghien,  who  Avas  the  remotest  of  them  all  in 
the  order  of  succession  to  the  crown  of  France,  is 
to  suppose  a  degree  of  credulity  or  insanity  in  the 
world  which  does  not  yet  exist-t  Bourrienne  most 
markedly  and  positively  denies  (what  needs  no 
denial  after  one  has  perused  the  accounts  of  the 
trial  and  the  death  of  that  prince)  that  the  duke  ever 
wrote  a  letter  to  the  First  Consul ;  and  he  declares 
he  had  his  information  from  the  duke’s  first  aide- 
de-camp,  who  never  quitted  him  while  he  was  at 
Strasbourg.  M.  Dupin  proves,  by  incontrovertible 
documents — by  the  diary  of  the  prince’s  imprison¬ 
ment — by  the  proces  verhaux  of  all  the  proceed¬ 
ings — and  by  the  official  list  of  one  letter,  addressed 

*  Maquart,  Refutation  do  I’Ecrit  puhlie  par  le  Due  de  Rovijjo  sur 
la  Catasiroplie  de  M.  le  Due  d’Enghien,  as  citc<l  in  Quart.  Review. 

t  Warden,  who  appears  to  have  written  entirely  under  the  dictation 
of  Las  Cases,  states  that  lionaparte  told  him  “that  it  was  Tallex- 
r.iiid’s  principle,  and  one  from  which  he  never  deviated,  tluit  the  new 
dynasty  could  not  he  secure  wlnle  the  Bourbons  rem-»ined.  ‘  This 
(said  ilonaparte)  was  a  Juved  unchangeable  article  of  his  political 
creed;  but  I  did  not  become  a  ready  or  willing  convert.  I  examined 
the  opinion  with  care  and  caution,  and  the  result  Mas  a  ‘perfect  con^ 
victiun  of  its  necessity.”' — Lettei‘S  from  St,  Helena, 

The  allegation  against  Talleyrand  is  too  monstrous  to  call  for  any 
serious  refutation  ;  but  tlie  one-sided  enthusiastic  ship-surgeon  surely 
does  little  good  to  live  fame  of  Bonaparte  by  putting  uuo  his  oM-n 
mouth  the  declaration  that  he  had  eventually  become  a  convert  to,  or 
had  been  convinced  of  the  necessity  of,  Talleyrand’s  lixed  uucliange- 
able  doctriue  that  the  Bourbons  must  all  be  cut  off. 
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by  the  duke  to  the  Princess  de  Rohan — that  he 
never  wrote  to  the  First  Consul.  Had  he  done  so, 
as  it  was  pretended  the  letter  was  not  destroyed, 
hut  only  delayed,  as  its  contents  were  quoted  as 
known  to  Bonaparte  and  many  of  his  court,  would 
not  the  First  Consul  have  published  the  whole  of 
the  letter  to  the  world,  as  a  proof  of  the  baseness 
of  the  Bourbons,  or  of  the  meanness  of  spirit  of  the 
inheritor  of  the  proud  name  of  Conde  ?  Most  as¬ 
suredly  he  would  have  done  so :  this  w'ould  have 
been  the  very  sort  of  triumph  over  the  old  royalty 
which  he  loved,  and  which  was  calculated  to  make 
an  impression  on  the  French  people.  But  there 
was  no  such  publication,  and  nobody  but  himself 
ever  pretended  to  have  seen  the  letter.  These 
Bonapartist  memoir-writers,  and  Boswellizers  of 
his  sayings  and  doings,  are,  as  we  have  already  no¬ 
ticed,  perpetually  at  variance  with  one  another,  and 
even  with  themselves,  in  relating  the  same  circum¬ 
stances.  Savary  denies  the  fact  of  the  duke  having 
written  the  letter  from  Strasbourg  ;  but  he  never¬ 
theless  endeavours  to  throw  the  blame  of  the  duke’s 
death  on  Talleyrand.  But  in  this  attempt  Savary 
refutes  himself;  and  there  is,  besides,  most  super¬ 
abundant  evidence  to  show  that  Talleyrand  had, 
in  the  first  instance,  nothing  whatever  to  do  in  the 
business,  and  that  he  could  have  known  nothing 
of  the  duke’s  trial  and  execution  at  Vincennes 
until  they  were  over.  It  was  not  to  Talleyrand  and 
the  foreign  office  that  the  First  Consul  had  applied 
when  informed  that  the  duke  was  plotting  against 
him  at  Etteuheim  ;  but  it  was  to  Real,  a  crafty 
scoundrel,  w’ho  had  been  recommended  by  Fouche, 
and  who  at  the  moment  managed  the  greater 
part  of  the  general  police.  It  was  not  a  diplo¬ 
matic  note  to  the  contemptibly  weak  Margrave 
of  Baden,  but  an  adroit  kidnapper,  that  Bonaparte 
wanted.  Reversing  Savary’s  syllogism,  that,  as 
Talleyrand  was  minister  iox  foreign  affairs,  and  the 
prince  was  seized  in  foreign  state,  so  Talleyrand 
must  have  had  the  management  of  the  affair; 
we  w’ould  say,  that  as  the  foreign  office  was  never 
applied  to  until  everything  was  settled,  so  Talley¬ 
rand  could  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  matter. 
The  one  deduction  is  at  least  as  good  as  the  other  ; 
and  it  is  Savary  himself  who  tells  us  that  the  entire 
management  was  left  to  Real ;  that  it  was  Real 
whom  Bonaparte  employed  to  conduct  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  this  affair  ;  that  Real  by  Bonaparte’s  order 
applied — not  to  the  foreign  office — hut  to  the  in¬ 
spector-general  of  the  gendarmerie,  for  a  confiden¬ 
tial  officer  to  send  into  Baden  to  act  as  a  spy  on 
the  prince ;  that  this  confidential  officer  proceeded 
to  his  destination  with  proper  secrecy,  and  re¬ 
ported — not  to  the  minister  for  foreign  affairs,  but 
— to  his  own  inspector-general,  who  again  reported 
directly  to  Bonaparte  ;*  that  on  this  report  an- 

*  Wlien  thft  report  of  this  special  spy — who,  as  usual,  appears  to  have 
reported  a  Kreat  ileal  more  than  was  true — was  deliverea  to  the  First 
Consul  by  the  inspector-general  of  the  tiendarmerie,  the  Consul  sum¬ 
moned  not  Tal  oyiaud,  but  Heal,  and  asked  him  in  anger  how  it  was 
possible  that  the  romcr  should  not  Know  wiiat  was  going  on  at 
Kttenheiin.  And  it  was,  as  Ve  have  seen,  upon  this  report  of  the 
confidmiml  officer  or  special  spy  (named  and  appointed  at  Bonaparte’s 
order,  delivered  through  the  medium  of  Heal  by  the  inspector-general 
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other  emissary  was  sent  to  seize  the  duke,  and  that 
this  emissary  was  to  call  to  his  assistance  the  armed 
force  at  Strasbourg.  And  all  the  world  knew  who 
this  second  emissary  was;  it  was  not  a  clerk  in  the 
foreign-office,  it  was  not  a  dependant  or  friend  of 
Talleyrand,  but  a  colonel  of  grenadiers,  aide-de- 
camp  to  the  First  Consul, — in  short,  Caulaincourt, 
whom  we  have  seen  superintending  the  operations 
of  the  seizure  at  Offenbourg,  and  who  by  grace  of 
this  and  other  services  became  shortly  afterwards 
Duke  of  Vicenza.  A  long  letter  of  instructions  to 
Caulaincourt  and  Ordenner,  signed  “  Bonaparte,” 
has  been  preserved  and  printed.  These  orders 
regulate  with  remarkable  precision  all  the  steps 
which  the  kidnappers  are  to  take,  in  order  to  get 
possession  of  the  person  of  the  duke ;  but  the 
letter  contains  not  a  word  about  the  fate  in  store 
for  the  captured  prince  ;  and,  though  Caulaincourt 
may  have  known  the  First  Consul’s  intention,  it  is 
at  the  least  possible  that  Ordenner  and  the  officers 
who  crossed  the  Rhine  had  no  such  knowledge. 
Thibaudeau  affirms,  that  at  this  conference,  when 
Caulaincourt  received  his  mission,  Talleyrand  was 
present,  as  well  as  Fouche,  Camhaceres,  Le  Brun, 
and  the  grand  judge,  Regnier  ;  and  that  not  one  of 
these  high  functionaries  manifested  any  disappro¬ 
bation  of  the  measure,  which  was  un  parti  pris — 
a  thing  decided  upon — by  the  First  Consul.  He 
further  adds  (and  the  letter  has  been  published) 
that  Talleyrand  on  this  day,  or  on  the  11th  of 
March,  wrote  to  advise  M.  Massias,  the  French 
minister  at  the  court  of  Baden,  of  the  First  Con¬ 
sul’s  intention  to  seize  the  duke  and  the  other 
PTench  emigrants  at  Etteuheim.  But  Thibaudeau 
admits  that  everything  had  been  determined  upon 
before  this  note,  which  appears  never  to  have  been 
delivered,  was  written  ;  and  that  some  of  those  who 
were  present  at  the  conference  felt  convinced  that 
Bonaparte  s  rage  would  blow  ovei',  and  that  he 
would  never  carry  into  execution  what  he  was 
threatening  to  do.  He  says  (and  this,  by  itself, 
seems  to  prove  that  the  minister  for  foreign  affairs 
had  never  been  applied  to,  or  had  hitherto  done 
nothing  in  the  business,)  that,  as  Talleyrand  entered 
the  room,  Bonaparte  exclaimed — “  What  is  M. 
Massias  doing,  when  armed  gatherings  of  my 
enemies  are  going  on  at  Ettenheim  ?  But  I  will 
find  out  the  means  of  punishing  their  plots  !  The 
head  of  the  guilty  one  {la  tele  da  conpable)  shall 

of  gpndarmevie),  that  Caulaincourt  was  sent  on  his  iniquitous  mis¬ 
sion.  “  This  proves  two  facts:  first,  IhatM.  de  Talleyrand  did  not 
make  Bonapaite  acquainted  with  what  passed  at  Eitenheim  ;  and, 
secondly,  that  Bonaparte  did  not  even  expect  him  to  do  so  ;  for  it  was 
of  the  ncKUircnce  of  the  police^  and  not  ot  the  foreign  department,  that 
he  complained.’* — Quart.  Rev. 

Indeed  in  other  aflairs  of  a  less  questionable  nature,  Talleyrand,  or 
his  foreign  oflice,  had  little  to  do  Nvith  the  Vvembling  governments  of 
the  small  neighbouring  states ;  they  were  watched  by  the  spies  and 
agents  of  the  police,  and  were  dictated  to  by  the  comniandinij  olhcers 
of  the  gendarmerie  and  other  French  troops  cantoned  along  their 
frontiers.  We  know  ourselves,  from  good  Italian  authority,  that 
Talleyrand,  even  while  minister  for  foreign  affairs,  and  to  all  appear¬ 
ance  in  high  favour  with  liis  employer,  was  often  l»*it  in  total  ignor¬ 
ance  of  corre-pondenees  carried  on  with  Turin,  Milan,  and  Genua, 
although  those  eorrespoudeuces  properly  appertained  to  hisofiice; 
and  that  he  first  knew  of  various  measures  adopted  in  Italy  when 
deputations  arrived  at  Paris  to  complain  of  them,  and  addressed 
themselves  to  him  as  the  business  was  considered  to  be  in  his  depart¬ 
ment. 
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do  me  justice !”  And  he  adds,  that  to  this  Cam- 
baceres  replied,  “  I  dare  say  that,  if  such  a  per¬ 
sonage  was  in  your  power,  rigour  would  not  go  to 
that  point.”  The  whole  amount,  then,  of  Talley¬ 
rand’s  participation  in  the  crime  comes  to  this — 
that  when  everything  was  decided  upon,  he  wrote 
a  brief  note  to  M.  Massias,  who,  like  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  Baden  itself,  could  do  nothing  for  or  against 
the  unfortunate  prince,  whose  fate  Bonaparte  had, 
from  the  first,  resolved  to  leave  to  his  gendarmes 
and  satellites,  to  such  men  as  Real,  Caulaincourt, 
and  Savary.  We  have  already  exposed  the 
nullity  of  the  plea  about  mistaking  the  duke  for 
Pichegru,  and  discovering  that  mistake  too  late ; 
and  yet  Savary,  after  making  all  these  preceding 
statements,  makes  Bonaparte,  after  the  duke’s  exe¬ 
cution,  exclaim  to  Real  (who  knew  all  about  the 
business,  and,  like  his  master,  must  have  known 
that  it  was  General  Pichegru,  and  not  the  duke,  that 
had  been  reported  as  the  mysterious  stranger), “  Ah  ! 
wretched  Talleyrand,  what  have  you  made  me  do  ?” 
as  if  Talleyrand  had  had  anything  whatever  to  do 
in  the  matter !  Again,  Savary,  who  admits  that  on 
the  evening  when  the  Duke  d’Enghien  arrived  at 
Vincennes,  he  carried  a  sealed  letter  from  Bona¬ 
parte  at  Malinaison  to  Murat  at  Paris  (which 
sealed  letter  he  confesses  contained  the  First  Con¬ 
sul’s  orders  to  his  brother-in-law,  the  governor, 
about  the  duke),  attaches  a  ridiculous  importance 
to  the  incident  of  meeting  Talleyrand  coming  out 
of  Murat’s  house  as  he  (Savary)  entered  it ;  and 
insinuates — in  spite,  of  his  own  confession  as  to  the 
sealed  letter  he  himself  brought,  and  in  spite  of  the 
facts  that  he  was  the  last  person  that  came  from 
Malmaison,  and  that  the  minister  for  foreign 
afiairs  had  not  seen  the  Consul  since  the  morning, 
and  had  another  most  obvious  motive  for  calling  on 
Murat,  as  Murat  had  been  so  ill  as  to  be  confined 
to  his  room — that  Talleyrand  had  called  to  induce 
Murat  to  hasten  the  execution  of  the  Duke  d’Eng¬ 
hien,  and  to  screw  up  his  courage  to  the  proper 
point.  But  Savary  again  completely  cripples  his 
own  insinuation,  which  has  absurdity  enough  on 
the  face  of  it,  by  letting  it  escape  that  Talleyrand 
was  not  with  Bonaparte  when  he  wrote  that  fatal 
sealed  letter  of  which  he  (Savary)  was  the  bearer, 
and  was  not  with  Murat  after  he  had  received  that 
letter — thus  removing  from  Talleyrand  all  imme¬ 
diate  responsibility  as  to  that  foul  epistle.  The  ex- 
Bishop  of  Autun  was  never  the  man  to  act  upon 
generous  passionate  impulses,  or  to  run  his  own 
neck  into  the  noose  to  rescue  others  ;  but,  if  he  had 
been  aware  of  the  crime  that  was  preparing,  he 
must  have  considered  it,  as  Fouche  did,  a  mon¬ 
strous  political  blunder,  and  would  not  have  failed 
to  try  the  effects  of  his  persuasive  eloquence  on 
Bonaparte,  who,  for  a  long  time,  stood  in  some  awe 
of  his  cool  commanding  intellect.  But  the  motive 
is  apparent  which  made  the  fallen  emperor,  and 
the  banished  Savary,  so  anxious  to  inculpate  the  ex- 
minister  for  foreign  afiairs :  long  before  his  fall 
Talleyrand  had  given  mortal  offence  to  Bonaparte 
by  that  opposition  to  the  invasion  of  Spain  which 
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has  been  mentioned,  and  by  other  deeds  and  caustic 
sayings;  Talleyrand,  while  the  emperor  was  fall¬ 
ing,  had  contributed  important  services  towards 
restoring  the  Bourbons ;  and,  therefore,  Talleyrand 
must  be  defamed  :  and  what  defamation  could  tell 
so  well  as  charging  him  with  the  murder  of  a 
Bourbon  prince  ?  But  the  whole  contrivance  is 
too  bungling  to  impose  any  longer  even  on  the 
fanatics  of  Bonapartism ;  and  we  believe  it  is  now 
universally  admitted  that,  next  to  Bonaparte, 
Savary  was  the  most  guilty  of  all  that  were  impli¬ 
cated  in  the  death  of  the  duke ;  that  Savary  might 
have  suspended  the  execution,  and  did  not,  but, 
on  the  contrary,  hurried  it  on  with  a  zeal  and 
ferocity  worthy  of  a  disciple  of  the  Old  Man  of  the 
Mountain,  or  Prince  of  the  Assassins.* 

But  Bonaparte,  according  to  the  memoir-writers, 
and  the  reporters  of  his  conversations  at  St.  Helena, 
took  up  other  ground,  and,  without  dwelling  upon 
either  of  the  two  exploded  fictions — the  suppressed 
letter  of  the  duke,  and  the  mistaking  the  duke  for 
Pichegru — boldly  and  broadly  justified  the  duke’s 
execution,  alleging  it  to  have  been  an  act  of  self- 
defence,  a  measure  of  state  policy,  arising  out  of 
the  natural  rights  of  humanity,  by  which  a  man 
to  save  his  own  life  may  take  away  that  of  another, 
and  out  of  the  political  right  of  the  French  republic 
to  put  down  plots  and  conspiracies,  and  strike 
terror  into  its  enemies.  Assuming  the  grossest 
falsehoods  for  facts,  and  taking  as  proven  a  series  of 
particulars  which  had  never  been  proved  at  all, 
and  to  which  his  spies,  and  police,  and  courts  of 
law,  unscrupulous,  bad,  violent  as  they  were,  were 
never  able  to  give  even  a  semblance  of  consistency 
and  probability,  he  maintained  that  the  Bourbon 
princes  had  been  publicly  convicted  of  having  been 
the  contrivers  of  the  infernal  machine,  and  of  hav- 

*  Bourrienne,  who  speaks  only  of  tlie  facts  that  came  to  his  know¬ 
ledge  from  the  best  sources,  says,  **  All  that  relates  to  the  affair  of 
tlie  Duke  d’Enghien  resolves  itself  into  this  : — Bonaparte,  perhaps  to 
please  the  revolutionary  party  and  in  order  to  attain  the  throne  with 
greater  certainty,  desired  the  immediate  death  of  the  duke,  without 
judicial  forms.  lie  was  obeyed  with  all  the  promptitude  which 
doubtless  he  had  commanded,  so  that  there  was  no  time  or  possibility 
to  retract  his  first  determination.  I  have  certain  knowledge  tliat  the 
positive  order  was  given,  yet  I  am  convinced  that,  if  the  execution  had 
been  deferred  some  hours,  the  Duke  d'Eiighien  would  not  have  pe¬ 
rished . General  Savary  did  not  dare  to  delay  the  execution 

of  the  sentence,  although  the  prince  urgently  demanded  an  interview 
with  tlie  First  Consul.  Had  Bonaparte  seen  the  prince,  there  can  be 
little  doubt  but  that  he  would  have  saved  his  life.  Savary,  however, 
thought  himself  hound  to  sacrifice  his  own  opinions  to  the  powerful 
faction  which  then  controlled  the  First  Consul ;  and.  whilst  he 
thought  he  was  serving  his  master,  he  was,  in  fact,  only  serving  the 
faction  to  which,  I  must  say,  he  did  not  belong.  The  truth  is,  that 
General  Savarv  can  only  be  reproached  for  not  having  taken  upon 
himself  to  suspend  the  execution,  which  probablt/  would  not  have 
taken  place,  it  it  had  been  suspended.  He  was  merely  an  instru¬ 
ment,  and  penitence  on  his  part  would,  perhaps,  have  told  more  in 
his  favour  than  his  vain  efforts  to  justify  Bonaparte.  From  all  that 
I  have  stated,  and  particularly  from  the  non-suspension  of  the  exe¬ 
cution,  it  appears  to  me  as  clear  as  day  that  General  Savary  had  re¬ 
ceived  a  formal  order  from  Bonaparte  for  the  Duke  d’Eughien's 
death,  and  also  a  formal  order  that  it  should  be  so  managed  as  to 
render  it  impossible  to  speak  to  Bonaparte  again  on  the  subject,  until 
all  should  be  over.  Can  there  be  a  more  evident,  a  more  direct 
proof  of  this,  than  the  digging  the  grave  lieforehand  ?” — Memuirs. 

We  have  carefully  compared  the  statements  and  documents  of 
M.  Dupin,  ‘Pieces  Judiciaires  et  Ilistoriques  of  General  Iliilin, 

‘  Explications  offertes  anx  hommes  impartiaux;’  of  Savary,  '  Ex- 
traites  des  Memoires  de  M.  le  Due  de  Kovigo;’  of  Thibaude.ni,  of 
Bourrienne,  Las  Cases,  and  others;  but  both  in  the  account  of  the 
trial  and  execution  of  the  Duke  d'Enghien,  and  in  the  remarks 
which  follow  that  catastrophe,  we  have  been  assisted  and  guided  by 
the  closelv  reasoned  and  able  article  in  the  Quarterly  Review  already 
cited: — Art.  xi..  No.  58,  vol.  x.\ix,,  on  ‘  Savary  and  the  Duke 
d'Enghien.’ 
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ing  disgorged  sixty  brigands  upon  Paris,  including 
the  PoUgnacs,  de  Riviere,  and  others,  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  causing  him  to  he  assassinated  ;  and  then  he 
asked  whether  by  the  law  of  nature  he,  Bonaparte, 
W'as  not  authorised  to  cause  the  Count  d’Artois  to 
be  assassinated  in  London.  And  then  for  the  law 
of  polity  :  the  whole  republic,  he  said,  was  totter¬ 
ing  upon  the  brink  of  a  precipice,  and  the  Duke 
d’Enghien  w'as  one  of  the  chiefs  who  conspired  its 
fall ;  and,  besides,  it  was  necessary  to  check  the 
audacity  of  the  Bourbons,  who  had  sent  their  sixty 
assassins  to  Paris.  “  The  republican  government 
could  not,  consistently  ivith  its  diqniiy,  do  less, 
when  the  assassination  of  its  chief  was  publicly 
plotted,  than  cause  its  thunder  to  strike  the  family 
which  dared  to  engage  in  such  an  attempt.”* 
Here  the  murdered  prince  was  coupled  in  the 
loosest  manner  with  the  Count  d’Artois  and  the 
rest  of  the  Bourbons  residing  in  England  ;  and  that 
public  conviction  of  which  Bonaparte  is  made  to 
speak  can  refer  only  to  the  trial  of  Georges- Cadou- 
dal  and  his  associates,  which  did  not  take  place 
until  the  middle  of  May,  or  nearly  two  months 
after  the  duke  had  been  tried,  fusiladed,  and  buried 
at  Vincennes;  and  wdiich,  when  it  did  take  place, 
afforded  no  such  conviction,  nor  so  much  as  the 
shadow  of  a  proof  against  any  of  the  Bourbon 
princes.  But,  as  if  by  an  after-thought,  the  re¬ 
porter  of  Bonaparte’s  last  quoted  w’ords,  in  a  later 
publication,  makes  the  ex-emperor  rest  his  defence 
upon  the  Duke  d’Enghien’s  actual  and  personal 
partici])ation  in  the  pretended  plot  for  assassinating 
him.  Here  the  reporter  gets  rid  of  the  anachro¬ 
nism  of  Georges-Cadoudal’s  trial ;  but,  in  so  doing, 
he  also  drops  his  proofs  and  public  conviction.  He 
makes  Bonaparte  say,  ‘‘  The  duke  and  his  party 
had  constantly  hut  one  object  in  view,  that  of  taking 
away  my  life.f  I  was  assailed  on  all  sides ;  air- 
guns,  infernal  machines,  ])lots,  ambuscades  of 
all  kinds  were  resorted  to.  At  last  I  grew  weary, 
and  took  an  opportunity  of  striking  them  with 
terror  in  their  turn  in  London.  I  succeeded,  and 
from  that  moment  there  was  an  end  to  all  conspi¬ 
racies.  [His  state  prisons  and  remote  fortresses 
continued  down  to  the  end  of  his  reign  to  tell  a 
very  different  tale,  and  to  prove  that  his  suspicions, 
and  the  inventions  of  his  police,  were  not  termi¬ 
nated  l)y  the  death  of  the  duke ;  and  there  were 
certainly  real  conspiracies,  both  republican  and 
royalist,  after  that  deed.]  Who  can  blame  me  for 
having  acted  as  I  did  ?  What !  blows  threatening 


•  L.as  O.isps,  Answer  to  Warden. 

t  If  irnuiparle  liail  ever  enteitaincd  this  notion,  he  had  heen  con¬ 
vinced  ol  its  lulsity  lonj.  before  tlic  time  when  lie  thus  jdcaded  in  de¬ 
fence  of  his  rc\>utatioii.  A  sliort  time  after  the  murder  at  Vincennes, 
and  his  elecUou  as  emperor,  heiiif,'  at  Aix-la-Chajie.lle,  ho  had  a  con¬ 
versation  with  M.  Massias,  tlie  l''rench  minister  at  tlie  coint  of  the 
Marurave  of  liaden.  who  had  been  residin;;  at  that  court  when  the 
Duke  d  hnyhien  was  livin;^  in  the  cipiintry.  lionajiarte,  alter  speak¬ 
ing  of  the  intrigues  ol  tlie  emigrants,  said,*'  Yon  ought  at  least  to 
have  prevented  the  plots  w  liieh  the  duke  was  hatching  at  Etteuheim.  ’ 
“  .^-ire,  replieil  Massias.  “  1  am  loo  old  to  learn  to  tell  a  falsehood, 
llelieve  me,  on  this  subject  your  ear  has  been  abused.” — Do  \ou 
not  think,  then,  that,  had  the  conspiracy  of  tieorges  and  I'ichegru 
succeeded,  the  duke  would  have  crossed  the  Khiue,  and  have  come 
post  to  I'aris  '  The  respectable  old  diplomatist  hung  down  his 
head  and  was  silent  ;  for  he  saw  that  the  emperor  did  not  wish  to 
hear  the  truth. — Buurrieunc, 
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mv  existence  are  aimed  at  me  day  after  day,  from 
a  distance  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  leagues  {mean¬ 
ing  from  London) ;  no  power  on  earth,  no  tri¬ 
bunal  can  afford  me  redress  ;  and  I  shall  not  be 
allowed  to  use  the  right  of  nature,  and  return  war 
for  war  !  ”  It  has  been  well  noted  that  this  law 
of  nature,  that  this  mode  of  defence,  had  already 
been  appealed  to  by  that  arch-Jacobin  and  Ma- 
ratist  Robert  Lindet,  in  justification  of  the  mas¬ 
sacre  of  the  prisoners  in  Faris  in  September, 
n92.* 

On  other  occasions,  the  exile  at  St.  Helena  would 
say  that  the  Duke  d’Enghien’s  death  must  be  at¬ 
tributed  to  an  excess  of  zeal  for  him  (Bonaparte), 
to  private  views,  or  to  mysterious  intrigues;  that 
he  had  been  blindly  urged  on  ;  that  he  had  been, 
if  he  might  say  so,  taken  by  surprise ;  that  the 
measure  was  precipitated  and  the  result  pre-deter- 
mined  by  others.  As  to  the  precipitation,  Bona¬ 
parte  had  had  more  than  a  week  to  reflect  upon  it : 
it  was  on  Sunday  the  11th  of  March  that  he  gave 
Caulaincourt  his  orders  to  seize  the  duke,  who  was 
not  seized  until  the  night  of  the  14th,  and  not  ex¬ 
ecuted  until  the  morning  of  the  21st.  Besides, 
this  pleading  contradicts  Bonaparte’s  more  earnest 
and  more  laboured  defences  of  the  proceedings. 
Credit  cannot  be  given  to  assertions  so  very  op¬ 
posite;  and  no  credit  whatever  is  due  to  a  man 
who  is  constantly  contradicting  himself.  As  long 
as  he  could  he  avoided  any  explanations,  and  en¬ 
joined  the  strictest  silence ;  and  so  complete  was 
the  subjugation  of  the  press,  and  so  extreme  the 
dread  of  giving  offence  to  him,  that  nothing  was 
written  or  said  in  France  about  the  matter  until  his 
own  rashness,  and  the  fortune  of  war,  brought  back 
the  Bourbons.  But,  when  he  was  dying  at  St. 
Helena,  he  put,  as  it  were,  into  his  last  testament 
the  frankest  avowal  of  the  deed.  “  I  caused  the 
Duke  d’Enghien  to  be  arrested  and  judged,  be¬ 
cause  it  was  necessary  to  the  security,  the  interest, 
and  the  honour  of  the  French  people.  In  the 
same  circumstances  I  would  again  act  in  the  same 
manner.” 

Just  fifteen  days  after  the  execution  of  the  Bour¬ 
bon  prince  at  Vincennes,  General  Pichegru — with 
whom,  as  with  Georges,  the  Polignacs,  and  others, 
the  prince  ought  to  have  been  confronted — was 
found  dead  in  his  cell  in  the  Temple,  where  he  had 
been  lying  ever  since  the  27th  of  February,  sulqect 
to  the  frequent  visits  and  interrogatories  of  Real. 
No  threats,  no  jiromises  could  induce  Pichegru  to 
injure  any  man  by  his  answers,  or  to  eflect  the 
great  object  in  view — that  of  implicating  General 
Moreau  in  the  royalist  conspiracy.  He  tlireatened, 
on  the  contrary,  to  tear  to  pieces  the  flimsy  web 
which  had  been  thrown  round  Moreau  ;  to  speak 
out  on  his  juiblic  trial ;  to  unfold  the  odious  means 
by  which  he  and  his  companions  had  been  entrapped 
into  the  conspiracy  by  Bonaparte’s  police ;  and  to 
reveal  what  he  knew  of  the  First  Consul’s  corre- 

*  Quart.  Rpv.~-“  This  tcrriVlc  Tnovpmcnt  of  tlio  people,”  said 
Lindet,  in  a  piiuted  l)Ook,  *'  sreue  d  iu‘ces.'*ary  for  the  satetv  of  tlie 
country,  and  the  result  vas  oa/y  the  impartial  application  of  the  prui- 
dples  of  the  law  if  nature. 
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sponclence  with  the  Bourbons.  “  When  I  am  be¬ 
fore  my  judges,”  said  he,  “my  language  shall  be 
conformable  to  truth  and  the  interests  of  my  coun¬ 
try.”  This  speaking  out  in  an  open  court — and  it 
was  known  that  Fichegru  could  speak  in  a  lofty 
and  energetic  manner — gave  great  alarm  to  the 
consular  government.  Besides,  in  spite  of  his 
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present  sad  predicament,  and  the  charges  and 
calumnies  which  had  been  heaped  upon  his  name, 
some  of  the  soldiery  might  still  feel  an  affection  for 
the  commander  who  had  repeatedly  led  them  on 
to  victory  before  the  name  of  Bonaparte  had  made 
itself  known.  To  proceed  against  two  such  suc¬ 
cessful  generals  as  Fichegru  and  Moreau,  at  one 
and  the  same  time,  might,  perchance,  prove  too 
severe  atrial  of  the  temper  of  the  army.  It  w'as 
calculated,  too,  that,  if  Fichegru  were  but  dead,  it 
might  be  insinuated  that  it  was  only  his  death  that 
removed  the  proof  of  Moreau’s  complicity.  Real 
had  been  heard  muttering  as  he  came  Irom  his 
cell,  “  What  a  man  this  Fichegru  is  !  There  is  no 
moving  him.”  On  the  5th  of  April,  this  coun¬ 
sellor  of  state  and  manager  of  police,  this  creature 
of  Fouche,  had  a  long  secret  interview  with  the 
general,  and  it  was  on  the  next  morning  that 
Fichegru  was  found  strangled  on  his  bed,  wdth  a 
black  cravat  tightened  round  his  neck,  by  means 
of  a  stick  which  acted  as  a  tourniquet,  and  which 
was  kept  in  its  position  by  being  put  behind  the 
ear,  and  pressed  against  the  pillow  by  the  weight 
of  the  head,  &c.  Six  obscure  surgeons,  named  by 
the  criminal  tribunal,  were  called  in  to  examine 
the  body,  and  sign  a  report  that  Fichegru  had  com¬ 
mitted  suicide.  A  gendarme  (TelUe  deposed  that, 
being  on  guard  near  Fichegru’s  cell,  about  three 
hours  after  midnight,  he  had  heard  a  violent 
coughing  and  spitting ;  a  turnkey  of  the  Temple 
deposed  that  he  had  the  key  of  the  general’s  door 
all  the  night  in  his  pocket,  so  that  the  door  could 
not  have  been  opened  :  but,  in  spite  of  surgeons, 
gendarmes,  and  turnkeys,  and  of  other  pains  taken, 
then  and  afterw'ards,  to  prove  that  Fichegru  had 
perished  by  his  own  hand,  the  impression  was  in¬ 
stantly  made,  and  in  a  manner  to  be  lasting,  that 
he  had  been  most  foully  murdered.  The  event 
came  so  close  upon  the  catastrophe  of  Vincennes : 
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— the  police  of  the  Temple  was  entirely  under  the 
control  of  Real — Savary  was,  in  a  manner,  the 
military  governor,  and  the  guards  there  were 
mounted,  and  the  general  service  of  the  prison  per¬ 
formed,  by  Savary’s  gendarmes  d’ elite,  comrades 
of  the  men  wko  had  shot  the  prince  in  the  ditch — 
there  were  other  familiars  of  the  mouton  genus, 
who  were  known  to  have  committed  detestable 
deeds,  and  who  were  believed  to  be  capable  of  any 
crime — there  were  keys  of  the  "passe  par-tout  sort 
which  opened  every  lock — and  the  midnight  visi¬ 
tations,  and  the  acts  of  carrying  off'  stale  prisoners, 
unknown  to  their  co-mates  in  captivity,  and  no  one 
except  the  agents  employed  knew  whither,  were 
facts  notorious  in  Faris  and  in  all  France.  It 
might  be  that  Fichegru  had  strangled  himself — 
and  we  believe  that  medical  jurisprudence  has, 
since  that  time,  registered  more  than  one  suicide 
committed  in  a  more  difhcult  manner — but  Fiche¬ 
gru  seems  to  have  been  considered,  by  all  who 
knew  him,  as  a  man  very  unlikely  to  have  recourse 
to  suicide  of  any  kind,  as  one  whose  natural  tem¬ 
perament,  excited  passions,  and  indignation  against 
Bonaparte,  and  Fouche,  and  the  agents  of  police 
who  had  entrapped  him,  would  have  led  him  to 
bear  any  extremity  of  suffering,  and  to  face  the 
guillotine  or  the  fusilades  at  the  plain  of  Crenelle 
unmoved,  provided  he  could  but  have  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  speaking  out  on  his  trial :  and  then  the 
accumulation  of  suspicious  circumstances  with  re¬ 
gard  to  the  state  prison,  the  deeds  which  had  recently 
been  committed,  and  the  conviction  that  the  hirst 
Consul,  and  those  rvho  served  him,  would  stick  at 
no  crime  which  might  serve  his  purpose,  all  went 
to  confirm  the  belief  that  Fichegru  had  really  been 
murdered.  After  calling  upon  Rdal,  who  was  still 
living  at  the  time  he  wrote,  to  declare  what  he 
knew  of  this  transaction,  Bourrienne  says,  “  There 
is  evidence,  amounting  almost  to  demonstration,  that 
Fichegru  was  strangled  in  prison,  and  conse¬ 
quently  all  idea  of  suicide  must  be  rejected  as 
inadmissible.  Have  I  positive  and  substantive 
proof?  I  have  not;  but  the  concurrence  of  facts, 
and  the  weight  of  probabilities,  do  not  leave  me  in 
possession  of  the  doubts  I  should  wish  to  entertain 
on  this  tragic  event.  Besides,  there  exists  a  certain 
popular  instinct,  which  is  rarely  at  fault ;  and  it 
must  be  in  the  recollection  of  many,  not  only  that 
the  general  opinion  agreed  in  the  notion  of  Fiche¬ 
gru’s  assassination,  but  that  the  pains  taken  by  the 
government  to  give  that  opinion  another  direction, 
by  the  affected  exhibition  of  the  body,*  only  served 

*  Tlie  article  in  the  Moniteiir,  -which  was  published  the  day  after 
the  death,  accompanied  by  the  depositions  of  the  gendannes  d’clite, 
the  concierge  of  the  Temple,  the  turnkey,  and  the  surgeons,  displac  ed  an 
awkwardness  of  ingenuity  and  pains-lakin",  whicli  went  to  conliini 
what  it  was  intended  to  destroy.  It  wtis  to  this  effect 

“The  preceding  evening  Fichegru  had  copiously  dined  according 
to  his  custom,  for  he  loved  the  pleasures  of  the  talde.  He  was  full  of 
meat,  had  a  short  neck,  was  sanguineous,  and  the  want  of  exercise  pre¬ 
disposed  him  the  more  to  apoplexy  :  in  the  evening,  too,  he  had  asked 
for  a  Seneca,  and  opening  the  book  at  the  page  where  the  philosopher 
discusses  the  miseries  of  life  nnd  the  easy  passage  to  eternity, 
Fichegru  had  prepared  himself  for  suicide.  He  htid  concealed  a 
stick  taken  out  of  a  faggot  of  five-wood,  and  that,  with  his  cravat, 
sufficed  lor  the  strangulation.  Thus  Fichegru  has  escaped  the  dis¬ 
grace  of  the  scaffold  by  suicide.” 

lu  the  state  iii  which  the  press  then  was,  and  in  the  passive  dread  of 
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to  strengthen  it.  He  who  spontaneously  says,  I 
have  not  committed  such  or  such  a  crime,  at  least 
admits  there  is  room  for  suspecting  his  guilt.” 
Savary  says  that  Real,  on  the  morning  of  Piche- 
gru’s  death,  exclaimed — “  Though  nothing  can  be 
more  apparent  than  that  this  is  suicide,  yet  it  will 
always  be  said  that,  despairing  of  his  conviction, 
we  strangled  him  in  prison  !”  As  a  matter  of 
course,  Savary  denies  that  he  himself  knew  any¬ 
thing  of  the  matter,  and  that  Pichegru  was  mur¬ 
dered  at  all ;  but  he  confesses,  at  the  same  time, 
that  the  belief  of  assassination  was  universal,  and 
that  a  high  functionary,  his  own  personal  friend, 
spoke  of  it  years  afterwards  as  an  undoubted  fact, 
and  named  the  gendarmes  in  the  Temple  as  the 
men  by  whom  the  deed  had  been  done.  Among 
the  foreign  diplomatists  resident  at  Paris,  no  doubt 
appears  to  have  been  entertained  as  to  the  manner 
of  the  death.  One  of  them,  writing  to  his  court, 
said,  “  It  is  evident  that  Pichegru  has  been  selected 
as  a  victim.  The  history  of  the  Roman  emperors 
of  the  Lower  Empire  presents  the  picture  of 
this  country  and  government!”*  There  were  cer¬ 
tain  private  circumstances  which  rendered  the 
catastrophe  the  more  striking :  the  conqueror  of 
Holland  and  the  First  Consul,  who  had  obtained 
their  commissions  as  lieutenants  of  artillery  on  the 
very  same  day,  had  been  schoolfellows  in  the  military 
school  of  Brienne;  and  there  Pichegru,  being  the 
elder  of  the  two,  had  taught  Bonaparte  the  four 
first  rules  of  arithmetic,  and  had  been  both  a  friend 
and  tutor  to  the  poor  and  almost  friendless  Cor¬ 
sican.  And  now  ail  their  calculations  had  come  to 
this ; — strangulation  W’ith  a  black  silk  handkerchief 
and  a  bit  of  stick,  and  six  feet  of  dishonoured 
earth,  for  Pichegru  ;  and  for  Bonaparte  an  imperial 
throne  (he  was  placing  his  foot  on  the  first  steps 
of  it  when  his  schoolfellow  perished),  which  was 
designed  to  be.  enduring,  and  for  perpetuity  in  his 
race,  but  which  lasted  only  ten  stormy  years,  and 
then  one  hundred  days  ! 

The  world  was  still  aghast  at  the  fate  of 
Pichegru,  when  another  and  a  more  bloody  catas¬ 
trophe  was  brought  to  light  from  the  same  state- 
prison.  Captain  John  Wesley  Wright,  who,  in 
the  preceding  autumn,  had  landed  Pichegru  and 
some  of  his  companions,  was  becalmed  on  the 
morning  of  the  8th  of  May,  close  by  the  mouth 
of  the  river  Morbihan,  on  the  coast  of  France, 
and  was  carried  by  the  ebb-tide  close  upon  the 
rocks.  Whilst  his  crew  were  sweeping  with 
all  their  strength  to  get  clear  of  the  *  coast 
seventeen  armed  vessels  were  rowed  out  from  the 
Morbihan,  consisting  of  six  brigs,  six  luggers,  and 
five  smaller  gun-vessels.  Wright’s  raft  was  only 
an  18-gun  brig-sloop,  and  his  crew  consisted 
of  fifty-one  effective  men  and  twenty-four  boys ; 
yet  he  gallantly  fought,  within  grape  and  hailing 
distance,  the  whole  French  flotilla  for  nearly  two 
hours,  and  did  not  strike  his  colours  until  his 

men’s  minds,  no  one  could  then  publish  any  comments,  or  give  any 
account  of  Pichegru’s  death  different  from  the  official  one  put  forth  in 
the  ■  Moniteur.' 

*  Dalberg. 
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ship  was  a  mere  wreck — until  twelve  of  his  men 
were  wounded  and  two  killed,  and  he  himself 
wounded  in  the  groin.  Laurent-Tourneur,  the 
French  commanding  officer  to  whom  Wright 
struck,  told  him  that  he  had  nobly  sustained  the 
honour  of  his  flag,  and  the  high  reputation  of  his 
country’s  navy;  that  the  French  loved  and 
esteemed  the  brave,  and  that  he  and  his  crew 
would  be  treated  with  all  possible  kindness.*  This 
was  the  natural  impulse,  and  no  doubt  the  inten¬ 
tion  or  wish,  of  the  brave  French  officer ;  but  there 
were  very  different  feelings  and  intentions  enter¬ 
tained  at  Paris.  The  First  Consul  was  informed 
that  Wright’s  vessel  had  been  recognised  as  the 
same  which  had  landed  Pichegru  ;  and  that  Wright 
had  been  a  lieutenant  on  board  Sir  Sidney  Smith’s 
ship  the  ‘Tigre,’  and  had  distinguished  himself 
under  Sir  Sidney  in  the  defence  of  Acre.  The 
latter  fact  alone  would  assuredly  have  led  to  some 
much  harsher  treatment  than  is  reserved  for  pri¬ 
soners  of  war ;  and  it  is  believed  that,  if  Bona¬ 
parte  could  only  have  caught  Sir  Sidney  himself, 
even  though  not  engaged  in  landing  royalists  and 
conspirators.  Sir  Sidney  would  at  least  have  run  a 
close  risk  of  making  his  exit  from  this  world  in 
the  Temple — of  which,  before  this  time,  he  had 
been  so  long  an  inmate — in  the  manner  of  Pichegru 
or  of  the  unfortunate  Wright.  Orders  were  im¬ 
mediately  transmitted  to  the  coast  to  interrogate 
the  captured  English  crew  separately,  that  is 
secretly,  and  by  the  police;  and,  when  nothing 
could  be  got  from  the  English  sailors  to  throw  any 
light  on  the  Pichegru  conspiracy.  Captain  Wright 
was  brought  up  to  Paris,  thrown  into  the  Temple, 
not  as  a  prisoner  of  war,  but  as  a  state  prisoner, 
and  there  confined  au  secret.  What  followed 
could  be  precisely  known  only  to  those  familiars 
who  possessed  the  secrets  of  that  prison-house. 
Even  the  date  of  the  unhappy  man’s  final  catas¬ 
trophe  is  not  known  ;  for  Bonaparte  himself  de¬ 
clared  that  his  death  had  been  concealed  for  some 
considerable  time — the  motive  of  that  concealment 
no  doubt  being  an  anxiety  to  avoid  a  too  close 
juxta-position  with  the  death  of  Pichegru  in  the 
same  accursed  place.  Bonaparte  also  allowed 
that,  to  extort  confessions,  the  surgeon  of  Wright’s 
ship  was  threatened  with  immediate  death ;  and 
this  is  nothing  less  than  a  species  of  torture.  He 
also  declared  that  his  grand  object  was  to  secure 
the  principals,  and  to  extract  a  full  disclosure  of 
all  he  suspected  Wright  to  know;  and  that  he 
considered  the  English  captain’s  evidence  of  the 
utmost  consequence.  These  avowals  have  tended 
to  confirm  the  belief,  which  was  very  generally 
entertained  at  the  time,  and  which  indeed  seemed 
unavoidable,  that  Wright  was  barbarously  treated 
in  his  close  confinement — perhaps  that  his  body, 
as  well  as  mind,  had  been  subjected  to  actual  tor¬ 
ture — and  that,  to  get  rid  of  the  evidence  his 
maimed  or  injured  frame  would  present,  recourse 
was  had  to  another  midnight  assassination.  Cap¬ 
tain  Wright  was  once,  and  only  once,  seen  in 

*  James,  Naval  History. 
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public,  after  his  arrival  at  the  Temple.  He  was 
brought  into  court  on  the  2nd  of  June,  as  a  wit¬ 
ness  on  Georges’s  trial,  being  called  the  hundred 
and  thirty-fourth,  witness  in  support  of  the  pro¬ 
secution.  He,  however,  refused  to  answer  any 
interrogatories,  declaring  that,  as  a  prisoner  of  war, 
as  a  British  officer,  he  considered  himself  amena¬ 
ble  only  to  his  own  government.  The  attorney- 
general  requested  the  president  to  order  that  the 
examinations  of  Captain  Wright,  which  had  been 
taken  on  the  21st  of  May  and  on  a  later  day, 
should  be  read  over  to  him  in  court ;  and,  this 
being  done,  Wright  replied,  that  it  was  omit¬ 
ted  to  be  stated  that  on  the  occasions  when  those 
secret  examinations  had  been  taken  the  questions 
put  to  him  had  been  accompanied  with  the  threat 
of  turning  him  over  to  a  military  tribunal  to  be 
shot,  if  he  did  not  betray  the  secrets  of  his  coun¬ 
try.  We  know  not  how  long  after  this  Wright 
lived,  but  it  was  a  considerable  time  ere  it  was  an¬ 
nounced  in  the  Moniteur  that  he  had  been  found 
one  morning  in  his  cell  with  his  throat  cut  from 
ear  to  ear  ;  and  that  this  was  another  very  clear 
case  of  suicide.  But,  again,  a  great  majority  of 
the  world,  not  certainly  excepting  that  of  Paris, 
concluded  it  was  another  clear  case  of  assassina¬ 
tion.  And,  in  fact,  the  probabilities  of  Wright’s 
having  destroyed  himself  were  still  less  than  the 
probabilities  in  Pichegru’s  case.  The  French 
general,  whose  character  was  blemished  and  whose 
fortunes  were  utterly  ruined,  had  a  great  deal  to 
depress  his  spirits ;  but  the  English  captain  had 
only  good  and  cheering  prospects  before  him,  if  he 
could  but  Ije  released  from  his  irregular  confine¬ 
ment  ;  he  had  done  his  duty,  he  had  executed  the 
orders  of  his  government  in  various  cases  under 
circumstances  of  the  greatest  difficulty,  he  had  dis¬ 
played  a  rare  ability  as  well  as  an  extraordinary 
courage,  the  battle  he  fought  before  surrendering 
was  as  gallant  an  affair  as  any  that  had  occurred 
since  the  commencement  of  the  war.  Once  out  of 
the  Temple,  Wright  might  have  been  exchanged 
by  cartel ;  once  restored  to  his  country,  he  must 
have  obtained  honours  and  promotion.  Those  who 
knew  him  well  spoke  of  him  as  a  buoyant,  light¬ 
hearted,  jovial  sailor — the  least  likely  man  in  the 
world  to  be  easily  cast  down  or  driven  to  a 
cowardly  despair.  Whatever  may  have  been  the 
threats  employed,  it  was  not  probable  that  he 
should  readily  believe  they  would  be  put  into  execu¬ 
tion  against  him  ;  and  we  know  that  during  a  part 
of  his  captivity  he  anticipated  an  ultimate  release, 
and  that  he  employed  himself  in  drawing  up  a 
spirited  narrative  of  the  circumstances  of  the  cap¬ 
ture  of  his  ship,  in  order  to  refute  the  mendacious 
accounts  given  of  that  affair  in  the  Moniteur.* 
There  is,  however,  a  case  in  which  we  may  suppose 

•  After  the  restorixtion  of  the  Bourbons  the  ffovernment  of  Louis 
XVIII.  restored  to  Sir  Sidney  Smith,  who  was  then  in  Paris,  and  who 
always  (as  we  know  from  liis  own  lips)  took  tlie  deepest  interest  in 
tlie  fate  of  tlie  gallant  officer  who  had  served  under  him,  all  Captain 
Wright's  papers  which  had  been  preserved,  and  among  them  this 
account  of  his  l,a.st  action.  The  spirited,  highly  niitional,  and  cha¬ 
racteristic  document  will  be  found  in  vol.  xxxv.  of  the  ‘  Naval  Chro¬ 
nicle,’  and  an  extract  from  it  in  James's  ‘  Naval  History.’  _ 


Wright  to  have  destroyed  himself ;  but  it  is  a  case 
where  the  guilt  of  murder  would  fall  as  heavily  on 
his  enemies  as  it  could  do  if  it  were  fully  proved 
that  they  had  with  their  own  hands  used  the  razor 
or  the  knife.  Wright  may  have  been  so  tortured 
as  to  have  been  deprived  of  his  reason,  or  in  the 
natural  dread  of  a  repetition  of  the  torture  he  may 
have  raised  his  hand  against  his  own  life.  It  is 
possible,  though  scarcely  probable,  that  Bonaparte, 
who  always  positively  denied  any  knowledge  of 
Wright’s  death,  may  have  been  as  ignorant  on  the 
point  as  he  pretended ;  but  he  must  have  known 
that  infamous  threats  had  been  used  against  that 
officer ;  and,  in  confessing  himself  that  the  death 
was  concealed  for  a  considerable  time,  he  does  not 
attempt  to  explain  the  motive  of  that  very  suspi¬ 
cious  concealment.  His  apologist,  Savaryg  who 
also  denies  all  knowledge  of  Wright’s  death,  calls  it 
a  dark  and  mysterious  subject,  and  then  hints  that 
Fouche,  who,  before  it  happened,  was  fully  rein¬ 
stated  in  the  ministry  of  police  and  in  Bonaparte’s 
good  graces,  was  at  the  bottom  ot  it  all.* 

We  will  finish  the  tragedy  before  going  to  the 
comedy  or  farce  exhibited  in  the  tribunate  and 
the  senate,  or  to  the  melo-drama  of  the  imperial 
coronation  in  Notre  Dame.  Many  efforts  were 
made — some  of  them  being  reported  on  good  au¬ 
thority,  and  others  wrapped  in  mystery — to  effect 
a  compromise  with  Moreau,  upon  such  conditions 
as  would  for  ever  deprive  that  general  of  the  power 
of  being  dangerous  to  the  Bonaparte  dynasty. 
Pichegru  himself  had  been  tempted  with  the  per¬ 
spective  of  the  government  of  Guiana ;  but  to 
Moreau,  who  was  so  much  more  formidable,  and, 
even  in  his  captive  state,  an  object  of  constant 
anxiety  and  alarm,  much  higher  offers  were  made. 
Public  opinion  in  Paris,  or  a  portion  of  that  brittle 
and  changeable  material,  was  decidedly  in  favour 
of  Moreau;  he  had  numerous  partisans  among 
those  who  still  clung  to  the  phantom  of  the 
republic;  and  this,  coupled  with  the  embarrass¬ 
ment  caused  to  him  by  his  high  reputation,  was 
Moreau’s  unpardonable  crime  in  the  eyes  of  Bona¬ 
parte.  He  was  not  treated  with  the  same  indecent 

*  The  following  short  and  sensible  passage  from  the  pen  of  one  wlio 
has  had  other  opportunities  besides  those  afforded  by  memoirs  anil 
books  of  studying  the  character  and  operations  of  the  Fiench  police, 
is  entitled  to  particular  notice,  although  we  doubt  its  applicability  to 
Captain  Wright’s  case  : — 

“Yet,  even  freely  admitting  the  sincerity  of  his  (Bonaparte’s)  state¬ 
ments,  one  may  suspect  that  the  agents  of  his  police,  screened  as  they 
were  from  all  public  responsibility,  might,  in  tlieir  eagerness  to  serve 
their  master,  or  rather  themselves,  have  resorted  to  foul  means  to  get 
rid  of  men  when  they  could  not  extract  from  them  confessions  which 
would  suit  their  purpose.  Bonaparte  has  repeatedly  complained  of 
the  hasty  zeivl  of  some  of  his  agents.  It  is  stated  by  Bournenne,  that 
Pichegru’s  depositions  did  not  inculpate  Moreau,  whom  there  was  an 
apparent  eagerness  to  find  guilty.  Some  dark  rumours  were  circu¬ 
lated  about  Captain  Wright  having  been  put  to  excruciating  torture. 
It  is  very  possible  that  Bonaparte  himself  did  not  know  at  that  time 
all  the  secrets  of  his  prison-houses.  There  is  a  remarkable  passage 
in  Bourrienne,  who,  when  he  was  French  agent  at  Hamburg,  kid¬ 
napped  a  spv,  a  really  bad  character,  and  sent  him  to  Paris,  '  w  here, ' 
he  says,  '  Fouche  no  doubt  took  good  care  of  him.’  Tliese  are 
ominous  words.  In  Montholon’s  Memoirs  (vol.  i.)  Napoleon  speaks 
of  the  arbitrary  tyranny  which  the  minister  of  police  and  his  agents 
exercised,  until,  by  his  decree  on  state  prisons  of  the  13th  of  March. 
1810,  he  striiipcd  them  ‘  of  that  terrible  power  of  committing  an>  in¬ 
dividual  at  their  own  pleasure,  and  keeping  him  in  their  own  hands, 
without  the  tribunals  taking  any  cognizance  of  the  case.’  This  abuse 
had  existed  fiom  the  time  of  the  Convention.  ’— .4.  Vifusseux,  LAfe  of 
Napoleon  Bonaparte. 
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rigour  as  the  other  prisoners  ;  nor  would  it  have 
been  safe  so  to  treat  him,  for,  even  in  his  prison,  he 
received  the  homage  and  respect  of  many  of  the 
military,  not  excepting  even  those  who  were  put 
over  him  to  he  his  guards  and  gaolers.  Many  of 
these  very  soldiers  had  served  under  him,  and  it 
could  not  be  forgotten  how  much  he  had  been  be¬ 
loved  by  the  armies  he  had  commanded.  The 
mildness  of  his  temper,  which  seemed  scarcely  ruf¬ 
fled  by  all  the  injuries  and  insults  which  were 
heaped  upon  him,  conciliated  afi'ection  and  made 
him  many  new  friends.  The  opinion  was  enter¬ 
tained  in  Paris,  that  a  single  word  Irom  Moreau 
would  have  converted  the  gaoler-guard  into  a 
guard  of  honour,  ready  to  execute,  at  the  least,  all 
that  might  be  requisite  for  his  safety.  “Perhaps,” 
adds  Bourrienne,  “  the  respect  with  which  he  was 
treated,  and  the  indulgence  of  being  allowed  to  see 
his  w'ife  and  child  every  day,  w'ere  but  artful  cal¬ 
culations  for  keeping  him  within  the  limits  of  his 
usual  gentle  character.  Besides,  Moreau  was  so 
confident  of  the  injustice  of  the  charge  brought 
against  him,  that  he  was  calm  and  resigned,  and 
showed  no  disposition  to  rouse  the  anger  of  an 
enemy  who  would  have  been  too  happy  to  have 
some  real  accusation  against  him.”  But,  at  the 
same  time,  Moreau  rejected  the  tempting  overtures 
which  were  made  to  him  ;  and  it  was  in  vain  that 
Bonaparte  sent  his  secret  and  his  avowed  agents,  his 
aides-de-camp,  his  generals,  his  ministers,  his  own 
brothers,  to  win  over  the  obstinate  prisoner;  and 
that  he  said  to  some  of  these  agents,  “  Only  bring 
me  back  the  adhesion  of  that  man  and  he  shall 
have  whatever  he  chooses  to  ask  for,  and  all  will 
go  well.”  It  will  hardly  be  at  variance  with  the 
received  notion  of  Moreau’s  character  to  believe 
that  he  feared  to  trust  himself  in  any  bargain  or 
compact  with  one  who  had  proved  himself  such  an 
adept  in  over-reaching;  and  that  he  apprehended, 
if  he  put  his  owm  seal  to  the  charges  against  him, 
he  might  get  all  the  infamy  without  any  of  the  pro¬ 
mised  reward.  For  years  he  had  been  declaring 
that  there  was  no  trusting  the  little  Corsican.  Mo¬ 
reau  too  had  been  bred  a  lawyer  ;  he  was  an  ob¬ 
scure  avocate,  as  his  father  had  been  before  him, 
when  the  Revolution  broke  out,  and  he  was  still 
supposed  to  have  much  of  the  character  and  wav 
of  thinking  of  lawyers.  The  whole  of  his  conduct 
in  the  Temple  and  on  his  trial  seems  rather  remote 
from  the  heroical.  As  he  would  not  enter  into  a 
compact,  it  was  held  necessary  to  defame  him  still 
further,  and  to  confound  him,  by  implication,  still 
more  with  Pichegru,  whose  bolder  tongue  was  now 
silenced  for  ever,  and  with  Georges-Cadoudal  and 
the  other  royalists.  In  an  unguarded  moment, 
stung  by  the  Moniteur  articles  and  the  pam¬ 
phlets  which  were  published  against  him,  Moreau 
took  up  the  ])cn  and  wrote  a  mean  and  imprudent 
letter  to  the  First  Consul,  who  forthwith  published 
it,  with  comments,  and  striking  efl'ect,  in  the  ofii- 
cial  journal.  In  this  letter  the  captive  general 
confessed  that  he  had  concealed  for  some  time  the 
discovery  he  made  in  1797  of  Pichegru’s  corre¬ 
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spondence  with  the  Bourbon  prinees,  because  he 
did  not  like  to  play  the  part  of  a  denouncer  or  in¬ 
former,  and  because  at  that  time,  Pichegru  having 
been  removed  from  the  command  of  the  army,  and 
peace  being  established,  he  could  do  very  little  to 
injure  the  public  cause.  But,  after  the  events  of 
the  18th  Fructidor,  feeling  that,  as  a  public  func¬ 
tionary,  he  could  no  longer  remain  silent,  he  had 
communicated  to  the  government  of  the  day  all 
he  knew  respecting  Pichegru’s  intrigue.  Moreau 
then  went  on  to  allow  that  during  the  two  last 
campaigns  in  Germany,  and  again  since  the  peace 
of  Luneville,  “  distant  overtures  ”  had  been  made 
to  him  on  the  part  of  the  Bourbon  princes,  but 
the  thing  seemed  so  absurd  that  he  took  no  notice 
of  the  overtures.  “  I  repeat  to  you.  General,”  said 
he  “  that,  whatever  proposition  was  made  to  me, 
I  rejected  it,  and  regarded  it  as  the  height  of  mad¬ 
ness.  When  it  was  represented  to  me  that  your 
absence  for  the  invasion  of  England  would  ofl’er  a 
favourable  opportunity  for  effecting  a  change  in 
the  French  government,  I  invariably  answered  that 
the  Senate  w'as  the  authority  to  which  the  w’hole 
of  France  would  naturally  cling  in  a  time  of 
trouble,  and  that  I  would  be  the  first  to  place  my¬ 
self  under  its  orders.  [Moreau  could  not  have 
used  vvords  more  calculated  than  these  last  to  ex¬ 
asperate  that  hatred  of  the  First  Consul  which 
chiefly  originated  in  tire  conviction  that  Moreau 
preferred  instiLutions  to  him,  the  Man.]  To  such 
overtures  made  to  a  private  individual,  who  wished 
to  preserve  no  connexion  either  with  the  army  or 
with  any  constituted  authority,  the  only  possible 
answer  was  a  refusal.  Betrayal  of  confidence  I 
disdained.  Such  a  step,  alw'ays  base,  becomes 
doubly  odious  when  the  treachery  is  committed 
against  those  to  whom  w'e  owe  gratitude,  or  with 
whom  we  have  been  bound  by  old  friendship.  This, 
General,  is  all  I  have  to  tell  you  respecting  my 
relations  with  Pichegru,  and  it  must  convince  you 
that  very  false  and  hasty  inferences  have  been 
drawn  from  conduct  which,  though  perhaps  im¬ 
prudent,  was  far  from  being  criminal.”* 

Very  different,  again,  was  the  treatment  and  con¬ 
duct  of  Georges-Cadoudal;  though,  even  in  his 
case,  attempts  were  at  one  moment  made  at  com¬ 
promise  and  conciliation.  Bonaparte  Irimself  con¬ 
fessed  this  fact,  expressing  a  wondrous  admiration 
of  the  determined  character  of  the  Chouan  chief. 
“  Georges  is  a  man  of  the  right  stamp,”  said  he; 
“  in  my  hands  he  might  have  done  great  things  ! 

I  made  Real  inform  him  that  if  he  would  attach 
himself  to  me,  I  would  not  only  give  him  a  pardon, 
but  a  regiment  besides.  What  do  I  say?  I  woulcl 
have  made  him  one  of  my  aides-de-camp.  But 

'  *  More.au  also  spoke  of  the  humiliiiUoti  of  being  in  prison,  of  beinir 
obliged  toappe.ar  before  a  tribunal  to  say  that  he  was  no  conspirator, 
and  of  the  suivii-es  he  hud  rendered  to  his  country.  “  But  I  will  not 
dwell  upon  these,"  he  added,  "  for  I  can  believe  they  are  not  yet 
ellaced  from  vonr  memory.  But  I  will  recall  to  your  mind  that,  if 
the  desire  of  taking  a  pari  in  the  government  of  Frauee  had  ever  for 
a  single  moment  been  the  object  of  my  services  and  of  my  ambition, 
the  road  was  opened  to  me  'very  advantageously  a  short  time  before 
\on  returned  from  Egypt;  and  surely  yon  have  not  forgotten  the  dis¬ 
interestedness  with  w  hich  I  seconded  yon  on  the  ISlh  Brumaire. 
Enemies  have  estranged  us  since  that  time.” 
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Georges  refused  everything.  He  is  a  bar  of  iron. 
What  can  I  now  do  with  him  ?  He  must  undergo 
his  fate,  for  such  a  man  is  too  dangerous.  He 
must  die — it  is  a  necessity  of  my  situation.”*  It 
has  been  asked  whether,  if  the  First  Consul  really 
considered  Georges-Cadoudal  in  the  light  of  an 
assassin,  he  would  have  talked  thus  of  giving  him 
a  regiment,  and  even  placing  him  near  his  own 
person  as  an  aide-de-camp  ;  but,  in  the  dark  history 
of  Italy,  in  her  bad  ages,  more  than  one  instance 
is  to  be  found  in  which  the  bravo  was  taken  into 
the  pay  of  the  party  he  had  been  employed  to 
assassinate,  and  for  a  higher  fee  undertook  to 
assassinate  his  original  employer  :  there  are  cases 
too,  in  all  countries — and  they  abounded  in  France 
at  this  very  moment — of  men  passing  suddenly 
from  one  class  of  opinions  to  another,  and  from  the 
extremes  of  one  party  to  the  extremes  of  the  oppo¬ 
site  faction  ;  and  the  zeal  of  political  as  well  as  reli¬ 
gious  converts  is  proverbial.  We  confess  that, 
were  there  no  other  ground  than  this  for  denying 
that  Georges  had  contemplated  the  assassination  of 
the  First  Consul,  we  should  take  the  incredulous 
side ;  but  we  think  we  find  ten  thousand  times 
better  ground  in  his  manly  character  and  conduct, 
and  in  the  wretched,  prevaricating,  fabricated  evi¬ 
dence  that  was  brought  against  him. 

In  the  Temple,  the  Chouan  chief  was  loaded 
with  irons,  and  was  visited  out  of  curiosity  in  his 
cell,  as  though  he  had  been  a  wild  beast.  A  few 
days  after  the  death  of  Pichegru,  and  when  the 
sensation  of  horror  excited  by  that  event  in  the 
interior  of  the  Temple  was  at  its  height,  Louis 
Bonaparte  repaired  to  the  prison,  accompanied  by 
a  brilliant  escort  of  staff-officers,  and  was  intro¬ 
duced  by  Savary  to  Georges,  who  was  lying  on  his 
bed  with  his  hands  bound  by  manacles.  Louis 
was  indisputably  a  kind-hearted  man,  the  most 
amiable  of  Bonaparte’s  brothers,  perhaps  the  best 
of  the  whole  family  ;  and  we  are,  therefore,  averse 
to  believe  but  that  his  visit  had  some  other  object 
than  the  gratification  of  a  cruel  curiosity.  But  it 
was  not  manacles  and  fetters  that  could  bear  down 
the  robust  frame  and  the  high  spiritof  the  Breton; 
and  Georges  kept  up  the  hearts  of  his  companions. 
Some  of  these  were  Bretons  like  himself,  were 
peasants  who  had  been  born  and  bred  up  with 
liiin,  who  had  followed  him  in  many  a  dangerous 
expedition  against  the  “Blues,”  who  worshipped 
the  white  cockade  in  his  hat  as  they  would  a  re¬ 
ligious  relic,  and  who  looked  up  to  him  with  the 
same  feeling  with  which  our  Highland  clans 
regarded  their  chiefs,  their  Macs  of  Macs.  A 
simple  and  devout,  a  rude,  and,  no  doubt,  a  fana¬ 
tical  race  they  were,  these  Chouans  !  Yet  to  us 
the  picture  of  their  captivity  is  full  of  interest.  At 
sunrise,  and  at  sunset,  they  all  knelt  and  recited 
their  prayers,  undisturbed  by  the  mockery  of  the 
gendarmes  and  the  gaolers;  and  a  good  part  of  the 
intervening  hours  they  spent  in  singing,  in  their 
strange  native  Bas-Breton  dialect,  the  songs  which 
had  been  orally  transmitted  from  generation  to 
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generation,  and  which  dwelt  upon  the  feelings  sug¬ 
gested  by  the  view  of  the  steeples  of  their  village 
churches  and  on  the  adventures  and  dangers  of 
the  deep  sea  and  their  own  wild  coast,  on  the  joys 
of  a  pastoral  life  and  on  the  pleasant  excitements 
of  smuggling.  And,  when  they  were  not  sing¬ 
ing  or  praying,  they  were  generally  to  be  seen 
playing  at  barres,  an  ancient  game  which  closely 
resembles  that  known  to  English  school  -  boys 
by  the  name  of  “  Prisoners’  Base,”  or  “  Pri¬ 
soners’  Bars.”  When  they  had  to  go  from  the 
Temple  to  the  Conciergerie,  which  continued  to 
be  the  vestibule  to  the  criminal  courts,  Georges 
harangued  them  in  a  style  admirably  adapted  to 
keep  them  steady  and  bold.  “  When  you  feel  your 
courage  failing,”  said  he,  “  look  at  me,  and  think 
that  I  am  with  you.  My  fate  will  be  the  same  as 
yours ; — all  our  fates  must  be  the  same.  Let  that 
consideration  encourage  and  cheer  us.  Let  us  be 
kind  and  indulgent  tow'ards  one  another.  Let  our 
common  destiny  give  new  force  to  our  affection. 
Let  us  not  look  back  on  the  past;  we  are  only  now 
just  as  God  wdlled  wn  should  be.  With  our  dying 
breath  let  us  offer  up  a  prayer  that  our  country 
may  be  happy  under  the  paternal  sceptre  of  the 
restored  Bourbons.  Let  us  not  forget,  my  boys, 
that  the  prison  we  are  now  going  to  quit  is 
that  which  Louis  XVI.  left  only  to  mount  the 
scaffold  !”* 

Previous  to  the  trial,  a  decree  of  the  senate  sus¬ 
pended  for  two  years  the  functions  of  the  jury  in 
cases  of  attempts  against  the  person  of  Napoleon 
Bonaparte.  This  senatus  consultum  was  promul¬ 
gated  tw’dve  days  after  the  arrest  of  Moreau.  The 
suspension  applied  only  to  the  particular  case  men¬ 
tioned,  trial  by  jury  remaining  for  all  offences  except 
those  against  the  person  of  the  First  Consul.  Nor 
w’ere  the  conspirators  to  be  tried  by  the  ordinary 
criminal  court.  They  w'ere  to  be  brought  before  a 
special  tribunal,  where  the  judges  were  selected 
acl  hoc  by  Bonaparte,  Regnier,  Fouche,  and  Real, 
and  where  the  voice  of  those  judges  w’as  to  pro¬ 
nounce  life  or  death.  The  senatus  consultum 
received  on  the  very  day  after  its  promulgation  an 
extension  or  addition,  assimilating  to  Georges  and 
his  accomplices  whosoever  might  have  given  any 
of  them  an  asylum,  and  rendering  such  persons 
liable  to  the  same  capital  punishment,  without 
making  any  distinction  in  favour  of  consanguinity, 
or  of  any  of  those  natural  and  sacred  ties  which 
arise  out  of  friendship  or  gratitude,  and  which  are 
strongest  in  the  hour  of  adversity.  It  would  have 
been  just  as  well,  or  rather  it  would  have  been 
much  better,  to  have  re-established  at  once  the  old 
law  of  high  treason.  This  was  indeed  a  legislation 
worthy  of  the  darkest  ages. 

The  trial  began  on  the  28th  of  May,  a  few  days 
after  Bonaparte  had  changed  the  title  of  First 
Consul  into  that  of  Emperor.  The  republican 
Moreau  was  arraigned  with  Georges-Cadoudal  and 
his  Chouans,  with  the  two  Polignacs,  the  Marquis 
de  Riviere,  Bouvet  de  la  Lozier,  and  the  other 

•  Ciipefigne,  Le  Consulat  ct  L'Empire. — Bouriii'nnc. 
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royalist  gentlemen  and  officers,  including,  for  ap¬ 
pearances’  sake,  General  Lajolais,  who  had  been 
all  along  in  the  pay  of  the  secret  police,  and  who 
had  led  Pichegru  and  all  the  rest  of  them  into  the 
snare.  The  president  of  the  special  court  was 
Htimart,  avIio  had  voted  for  the  death  of  Louis 
XVI.  ;  the  notorious  Thuriot,  who  had  given  the 
same  vote,  was  one  of  the  leading  and  the  most 
violent  of  the  judges;  and  a  third  Conveutionist, 
Merlin-de-Douai,  who  had  also  voted  for  the  death 
of  Louis,  was  the  imperial  attorney-general.  The 
court  was  e.vceedingly  crowded,  and  several  gene¬ 
rals  and  field-officers  nobly  attended,  and  testified 
their  high  regard  for  Moreau  and  the  deep  interest 
they  took  in  his  fate.  That  sturdy  republican 
General  Lecourbe  was  there,  with  Moreau’s  wife 
and  child ;  and  he  attended  assiduously  day  after 
day,  showing  the  little  boy  in  his  arms,  and  telling 
the  soldiers  on  guard  or  that  came  to  hear  the 
trial,  that  that  was  the  son  of  their  beloved  ge¬ 
neral.*  The  very  gendarmes  who  guarded  the 
prisoners  at  the  bar  showed  the  greatest  deference 
to  the  conqueror  of  Hohenlinden,  rising  when  he 
rose  to  speak,  and  treating  him  with  all  possible 
respect.  On  the  other  side.  Merlin,  the  attorney- 
general,  read  over  the  long  indictment  with  a 
savage  emphasis,  tortured  his  ingenuity  to  fasten 
an  appearance  of  guilt  on  the  laurels  of  Moreau, 
and  was  as  rude  and  insolent  as  he  was  violent  in 
invoking  the  vengeance  of  the  law  upon  him  as  a 
traitor  to  his  country,  a  conspirator  in  the  pay  of 
England,  &c.  But  everything  seemed  to  fail ;  and 
even  the  weak  letter  which  the  prisoner  had  writ¬ 
ten  to  the  First  Consul  seemed  to  tell  rather  in  his 
favour  with  that  audience  than  against  him.  Every 
time  that  the  general  himself  spoke  there  was  a 
dead  silence.  He  admitted  that  he  had  seen 
Pichegru  more  than  once  since  that  unfortunate 
man’s  return  from  London  ;  but  he  solemnly  de¬ 
nied  having  ever  had  any  intercourse  with  Georges  ; 
and  upon  this  latter  point  the  only  evidence  pro¬ 
duced  was  that  of  Lajolais  and  another  sham  con- 
s))irator,  who,  like  him,  had  been  employed  by  the 
police.  Scarcely  one  of  the  hundred  and  thirty- 
nine  witnesses  who  w'ere  heard  for  the  prosecution 
knew  Moreau,  except  by  sight ;  and  he  himself 
declared,  on  the  fourth  day  of  the  trial,  that  there 
was  not  an  individual  among  the  accused  now 
arraigned  wiih  him  that  he  had  known  or  had  ever 
seen  before  his  arrest.  Thuriot  made  the  most 
strenuous  efforts  to  extort  false  admissions,  and  to 
force  contradictions ;  but  he  had  no  success ;  he 
could  elicit  no  fact  of  any  consequence  to  the 
prejudice  of  the  general — he  could  elicit  nothing 
beyond  wtiat  Moreau  had  confessed  in  his  letter  to 
the  Consul,  always  excepting  the  depositions  of 
Lajolais  and  the  other  paid  agent  of  the  police. 
If  Pichegru  had  been  alive,  one  of  the  disclosures 
he  would  have  made  would  have  been  that  of  the 

•  For  tliis  geiaM'ous  conduct  to  an  old  friend,  and  a  lirother  soldier. 
Lecoiirlre  was  struck  out  of  tlie  list  of  generals,  and  he  was  con¬ 
demned  to  poverty  and  obscurity  until  the  return  of  tlie  llourbons  in 
IMl. 
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real  character  of  Lajolais ;  and  hence,  it  is  pre¬ 
sumed,  had  been  one  of  the  urgent  necessities  of 
getting  Pichegru  out  of  the  way  before  the  trial. 
There  appears  to  have  been  little  that  was  pas¬ 
sionate  or  any  rvay  eloquent  in  the  replies  or 
speeches  of  Moreau,  until  he  was  pressed  with  the 
charges  of  having  designed  to  make  himself  a 
dictator  and  of  having  accumulated  enormous 
wealth  in  his  different  commands.  The  first  of 
these  charges,  accompanied  by  an  oratorical  flou¬ 
rish  about  the  heinousness  of  such  an  offence  in  a 
republican  government,  is  exceedingly  amusing, 
if  Ave  consider  that  Bonaparte  had  been  the  abso¬ 
lute  dictator  of  France  for  more  than  four  years, 
and  had  now  been  emperor  ten  days.  Moreau 
exclaimed,  “  I  dictator  !  What,  make  myself  dic¬ 
tator  at  the  head  of  a  few  partisans  of  the  Bour¬ 
bons  !  I,  a  knoAvn  and  steady  republican !  Point 
out  my  partisans  !  My  partisans  would  naturally 
have  been  the  soldiers  of  France,  of  whom  in  my 
time  I  have  commanded  nine-tenths,  and  of  whom 
I  have  saved  more  than  fifty  thousand  !  If  I  had 
Avanted  partisans,  those  are  the  men  I  should  have 
looked  to !  All  my  aides-de-camp,  all  the  officers 
of  my  acquaintance,  have  been  arrested ;  but  not 
a  shadow  of  a  suspicion  could  be  found  against  any¬ 
one  of  them,  and  they  have  all  been  set  at  liberty. 
Why  then  attribute  to  me  the  madness  of  aiming 
to  get  myself  made  dictator  by  the  aid  of  these 
partisans  of  the  old  French  princes — of  these  men 
who  have  been  fighting  for  the  cause  of  royalty 
ever  since  1'792?  You  allege  that  these  men,  in 
the  short  space  of  four-and-twenty  hours,  formed 
the  project  of  raising  me  to  the  dictatorship  !  Can 
any  one  be  so  mad  as  to  believe  it  .^  .  .  .  .  My  for¬ 
tune  and  my  pay  have  been  alluded  to  :  I  began 
the  Avorld  AA'ith  nothing;  I  might  have  had  by  this 
time  50,000,000  of  francs  ;  I  have  merely  a  house 
and  a  bit  of  ground ;  as  to  my  pay,  it  is  40,000 
francs,  and  surely  that  sum  will  not  be  compared 
Avith  my  services !’’  The  satellites  of  Bonaparte, 
and  his  police  above  all,  began  to  dread  an  acquittal 
for  Moreau.  Real  hastened  to  whisper  confiden¬ 
tially  in  the  ears  of  his  judges,  that  if  they  ac¬ 
quitted  Moreau  they  Avould  force  the  emperor  to 
make  a  coup  cVetal — that  the  emperor  must  have 
a  sentence  of  guilty,  and  then  he  Avould  show  his 
magnanimity  by  granting  a  pardon.  Four  of  the 
judges  Avere  quite  ready  to  take  the  Avord  of  com¬ 
mand  from  the  Tuileries;  but  six  of  them  hesi¬ 
tated.  Thuriot,  the  judge-reporter,  and  Hemart, 
the  president,  laboured  hard  to  remove  this  hesi¬ 
tation.  The  president  is  reported  to  have  said, 
“  The  acquittal  of  Moreau  Avill  be  the  signal  of 
civil  AA’ar.  The  foreign  poAvers  are  waiting  the 
issue  of  this  trial  to  determine  whether  they  Avill 
recognise  Napoleon  as  emperor  or  not.  Messieurs, 
there  are  certain  sacrifices  which  the  safety  of  the 
state  has  a  right  to  exact.”  For  several  days, 
hoAvever,  tliere  Avas  doubt  and  indecision,  all  the 
judges  but  tAVO  looking  out  for  some  subterfuge  or 
compromise  by  which  they  might  gratify  the  em¬ 
peror  Avithout  doing  too  much  violence  to  theii 


129 


Chap.  L]  CIVIL  AND  MILITARY 

own  consciences,  or  too  mucL  injury  to  their  own 
reputations.* 

As  for  Georges-Cadouclal,  they  had  all  fully  de¬ 
termined  that  he  should  die,  and  his  behaviour  on 
the  trial  had  no  tendency  to  make  the  judges 
change  their  mind.  The  Chouan  chief  regarded 
his  fate  with  a  fierce  kind  of  resolution,  or  with  a 
stormy  resignation,  for  he  had  gone  there  to  die. 
During  his  short  stay  in  the  Conciergerie,  he  had 
been  again  tempted  by  Real  with  the  offer  of  a 
pardon  if  he  would  renounce  the  conspiracy,  and 
accept  of  employment  under  Bonaparte ;  but  his 
only  reply  to  Reafs  arguments  and  persuasions 
had  been,  “  My  comrades  followed  me  to  France, 
and  I  will  follow  them  to  death.”  He  treated  the 
old  Conventionists  that  had  voted  for  the  king’s 
death,  and  that  were  now  sitting  on  the  bench,  with 
the  greatest  contempt,  often  calling  Thuriot  Mon¬ 
sieur  Tue-Roi,  Mr.  Kill-King;  and,  after  pro¬ 
nouncing  his  name,  or  being  forced  to  reply  to  his 
interrogatories,  he  would  ask  for  a  small  glass  of 
eau-de-vie,  in  order  to  w'ash  his  mouth.  When 
President  Hdmart  asked  him  whether  he  had  any¬ 
thing  to  reply  to  the  witnesses  for  the  prosecution, 
he  answered  with  a  sonorous  “  No!”  To  other 
questions  he  replied,  “  Where  is  the  use  of  all 
these  formalities?  You  are  Blues;  I  am  White. 
Only  certify  my  identity,  and  act  towards  me  as  the 
Blues  used  to  do  to  the  Whites  in  the  Vendee  and 
in  Britany:  three  bullets  in  the  head  will  be 
enough,  so  let  us  have  no  more  talk  about  it.” 
From  time  to  time  he  turned  round  to  his  Chouans 
and  said,  “  Courage,  my  boys  !  ”  And  the  courage 
of  those  primitive  royalists  appears  not  to  have 
forsaken  them;  ,not  one  of  those  rude  peasants 
made  any  confession,  or  any  attempt  to  save  him¬ 
self  by  accusing  others.  Bouvet  de  Lozier,  who 
babbled  in  the  Temple  after  the  vain  attempt  to 
hang  himself,  was  not  a  rude  peasant,  but  a  fine- 
bred  gentleman. 

The  Marquis  de  Riviere  took  pride  in  repeating 
that  he  w'as  aide-de-camp  to  the  Count  d’ Artois, 
and  a  devoted  royalist.  He  said  that  he  was  no 
conspirator;  that  he  had  never  intended  to  attack 
the  person  of  the  First  Consul ;  that  his  royal 
highness,  his  master,  had  sent  him  to  Paris  to 
examine  whether  the  reports  sent  to  him  were 
true;  or  whether  he  was  deceived  by  false  agents. 
“  That,”  said  he,  “  was  my  only  mission,  and  I 
undertook  it  without  hesitation.”  When  Presi¬ 
dent  Hemart  produced,  as  a  proof  against  him,  a 
small  portrait  of  the  Count  d’Artois,  which  had 
been  found  upon  his  person,  de  Riviere  took  it, 
and  respectfully  put  it  to  his  lips.  Armand  de 
Polignac,  the  elder  of  the  two  brothers,  implored 
that  he  might  die,  and  that  Jules  might  be  saved 
in  consideration  of  his  youth,  if  not  of  his  inno¬ 
cence;  and  Jules  de  Polignac  reversed  the  prayer, 
saying  that  he  was  a  single  man,  and  that  his  bro¬ 
ther  Armand  had  a  wife  to  weep  for  him.  The 
whole  trial  occupied  ten  days,  and  each  day  the 
crowd  seemed  to  increase  in  the  court.  On  Sunday 

•  “  Temoi^uage  d’un  Temoiu  oculairc,”  as  cited  by  Capefigue. 
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morning,  the  10th  of  June,  sentence  of  death  was 
passed  upon  Georges-Cadoudal,  Bouvet  de  Lozier, 
Lajolais,  Armand  de  Polignac,  and  sixteen  others ; 
while  Moreau,  Jules  de  Polignac,  and  three  others 
were  condemned  to  two  years’  imprisonment.  The 
rest  of  the  prisoners — twenty-two  in  number — 
were  acquitted ;  but  the  police  seized  them  on 
coming  out  of  court,  and  threw  them  into  prison 
again  by  order  of  Bonaparte.  It  had  never,  we 
believe,  been  the  intention  of  his  successful  rival 
to  proceed  to  the  extremities  of  an  execution  in 
Moreau’s  case :  the  plan  was  to  obtain  a  capital 
conviction,  and  then  humiliate  and  crush  him  with 
a  reprieve  and  commutation  of  punishment.*  The 
trial  itself  had  sufficiently  shown  that  there  might 
have  been  some  danger  in  bringing  the  hero  of 
Hohenlinden  to  the  scaffold  ;  and  Bonaparte  never 
wanted  to  shed  more  blood  than  the  quantity  he 
thought  strictly  necessary  to  his  purpose.  Some 
of  the  judges,  however,  would  not  venture  on  a 
sentence  of  death  against  a  man  who  was  so  for¬ 
midable  even  when  a  prisoner  at  the  bar,  and 
against  whom  there  was  scarcely  a  tittle  of  evidence. 
The  compromise  had  therefore  ended,  as  we  have 
seen,  in  a  sentence  of  two  years’  imprisonment — a 
sentence  which  seemed  absurd  to  all  the  world ;  for 
Moreau  was  innocent  or  guilty,  and  if  innocent 
there  ought  to  have  been  no  punishment  at  all, — 
if  guilty,  the  punishment  was  too  light.  One  of 
the  judges  is  said  to  have  declared  that  there  had 
been  no  conspiracy  proved  against  any  of  the  pri¬ 
soners,  and  two  of  the  judges  are  said  to  have  pro¬ 
tested  against  the  judgment  which  condemned, 
though  only  to  a  minor  pain,  a  party  (Moreau) 
whose  innocence  had  been  established  by  the  trial. t 
But  ten  of  these  precious  judges  had  agreed  in  the 
absurd  sentence,  and  four  of  them  —  President 
Hemart,  Thuriot,  Selves,  and  Granger — would, 
from  the  first,  have  gratified  Bonaparte  with  a  sen¬ 
tence  of  death,  and  trusted  to  his  promise  for  the 
non-execution  of  it!  Thuriot,  or  Tue-Roi,  had 
threatened  his  more  scrupulous  colleagues  :  “You 
want,”  said  he,  “  to  set  Moreau  at  liberty ;  but  I 
tell  you  that  he  will  not  be  liberated.  You  will 
force  the  government  to  an  act  of  violence.  I  tell 
you  this  is  a  political  affair  rather  than  a  judicial 
one !  ”  As  soon  as  the  decrees  of  the  special  tri¬ 
bunal  were  delivered,  Murat  hurried  to  his  bro- 
ther-in-law',  and  conjured  him  in  the  most  urgent 
manner  to  pardon  all  the  condemned,  observing, 
that  such  an  act  of  clemency  would  gain  popularity 
for  the  newly  founded  empire  ;  that  it  would  be 
said  the  Emperor  pardoned  the  attempts  against 
the  life  of  the  First  Consul ;  that  the  pardon  would 
be  glorious,  and  more  valuable  than  any  security  to 
be  obtained  by  executions.  Such,  Bourrienue  tells 
us,  was  the  conduct  of  Murat ;  but  Murat  did  not 
solicit,  as  some  have  reported,  the  life  of  any  par- 

*  Bonap.irte  said  to  Bourrienue,  “  It  is  unnecessary  to  affirm  to 
you  that  Moreau  never  should  have  perished  on  a  sCiLffold.  Most 
assuredly  I  would  hare  pardoned  him  ;  but,  with  the  sentence  of  death 
hanging  over  his  head,  he  could  no  longer  have  proved  dangerous ; 
and  his  name  would  have  ceased  to  be  a  rallying  print  for  disaffected 
republicins  or  imbecile  royalists.” 

t  Temoignage  d’un  Temo.n  oculaire. 
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ticular  individual.  Other  intercessions  were  made 
by  Bonaparte’s  wife  and  sisters ;  Madame  Arinand 
de  Polignac,  after  being  concealed  by  the  kind- 
hearted  Josephine  for  some  hours  in  her  apartment 
at  St.  Cloud,  threw  herself  at  his  feet,  protesting 
the  innocence  of  her  husband,  and  imploring  his 
pardon,  and  several  of  his  generals  and  aides-de- 
camp  joined  in  these  entreaties.  Of  those  capi¬ 
tally  condemned,  the  elder  Polignac,  de  Riviere, 
de  Russillon,  de  Rochelle,  d’Hozier,  Bouvet  de 
Lozier,  and  Lajolais,  all  the.  gentlemen  of  the  party, 
except  Georges  and  Coster-Saint-Victor,  were  re¬ 
prieved  ;  but  of  these  Lajolais  had  been  condemned 
only  to  save  appearances,  and  Bouvet  de  Lozier  had 
saved  himself  by  his  weak  conduct  in  the  Temple. 
The  rest  were  led  to  execution  on  the  25th  of 
June,  two  days  after  the  promulgation  of  the  re¬ 
prieve  of  their  associates.  The  guillotine  was  now 
erected  once  more  in  the  Place  de  Greve ;  and 
there,  de  Riviere  exclaimed,  was  now  the  only 
held  of  honour.  The  courage  and  resignation  of 
the  Pretons  did  not  forsake  them  there ;  and 
Georges-Cadoudal,  learning  that  it  was  rumoured 
he  had  received  a  pardon  at  the  foot  of  the  scaf- 
told,  entreated  and  obtained  permission  to  die  the 
first,  in  order  that  his  faithful  followers  might  have 
lull  assurance  that  he  w'as  not  going  to  desert  them 
— that  they  were  all  going  together  to  look  through 
the  little  window  of  the  guillotine  into  a  world 
where  no  Bonapartes,  or  Pouches,  or  Lajolais 
could  trouble  them  more.  In  a  trice  the  bold  bull¬ 
like  head  of  the  Chouan  chief  was  severed  from  his 
robust  and  life-full  body,  and  lying  in  the  basket 
aw'aiting  the  heads  of  his  followers.  The  practice 
had  not  been  so  great  as  in  some  former  years,  but 
the  headsmen  had  lost  little  of  the  rapidity  of  exe¬ 
cution  :  the  thirteen  heads  were  all  in  the  basket 
in  seventeen  minutes,  and  the  spectacle  was  over, 
which  all  Paris  had  crowded  to  see.  At  and  after 
the  execution,  as  during  the  trial,  and  long  before 
it,  Georges-Cadoudal  and  his  associates  were  all 
represented  as  being  in  the  pay  of  the  English 
government,  as  being  assassins  into  whose  very 
hands  Pitt  had  put  the  daggers  with  which  they 
were  to  assassinate  the  First  Consul.  Yet  a  few 
days  before  the  execution  he  acknowledged  in  pri¬ 
vate  to  Bourrienne  that  the  last  horrible  assertion 
was  but  a  fiction.  At  that  same  private  interview 
he  expressed  great  anxiety  as  to  what  he  should  do 
with  Moreau,  and  this  miserable  sentence  which 
the  special  trihunal  had  passed  on  him — a  thing 
which  lie  called,  correctly  enough,  the  sentence  of  a 
pickpocket.  “  What  do  you  think,”  said  he,  “  I 
ought  to  do  with  him  ?  Detain  him  in  prison  ? 
No!  He  might  still  prove  a  rallying-point.  Be¬ 
sides,  I  cannot  confine  him  in  the  Temple — it  is 
full  enough  without  him.  Let  him  sell  his  pro¬ 
perty  and  quit  France.  That  will  be  best  for  all 
})arties  1  ’  *  And  this  was  the  course  adopted. 

*  Yet  in  tliis  same  interview  llonaparte  slmwed  how  little  he  thought 
^  lorwui  was  111  to  piny  the  part  of  a  stati*  conspirator,  or  to  render 
mmsell  ui  any  way  \ery  dangerous  to  his  government.  Moreau,  in¬ 
deed,  had  only  become  dangerous  for  a  time  by  being  infamously 
treated,  thrown  into  a  prison,  und  put  upon  his  trial. 

“  Moreau,”  said  Bonapaite,  “  was  the  author  of  his  own  ruin.  It 


[Book  III. 

Moreau  consented  to  exchange  his  two  years  of 
imprisonment  for  banishment,  Savary  being  the 
agent  employed  by  Bonaparte  and  Fouche  to  con¬ 
duct  this  secret  negotiation.  His  house  and  bit  of 
ground  were  bought  by  the  government,  and  an 
officer  of  Sa.v<iry's  geiidarmes  d' elite  conducted  the 
man  universally  esteemed  the  best  general  next  to 
Bonaparte  through  France  and  Spain  to  Cadiz, 
where  he  embarked  with  his  wife  and  family  for 
the  United  States. 

The  other  prisoners  were  detained,  some  for 
long  and  some  for  shorter  periods,  in  different 
fortresses,  and  were  afterwards  kept  under 
Fouche’s  lynx-eyed  surveillance.  Some  of  them 
died  under  the  em])ire  and  in  this  restraint;  and 
others  survived  to  figure  in  the  world  when  the 
empire  was  no  more,  and  when  Bonaparte  was  a 
prisoner  in  the  lonely  isle,  or  dead. 

One  of  the  desired  efl'ects  of  the  first  announce¬ 
ment  of  the  discovery  of  this  Pichegru,  Georges- 
Cadoudal,  and  Moreau  conspiracy,  was  the  arrival 
of  shoals  of  addresses  from  the  army,  the  depart¬ 
ments,  the  towns  and  communes  of  France,  all 
congratulating  the  First  Consul,  who  had  run  no 
danger  at  all,  on  the  imminent  dangers  he  had 
escaped ;  and  nearly  all  recommending  greater 
care  of  that  precious  life  for  the  future,  with  the 
adoption  of  the  means  best  calculated  to  put  his 
person  and  government  beyond  the  reach  of  con¬ 
spirators.  While  these  things  were  pouring  in, 
and  while  the  Moniteur  was  keeping  up  the 
alarm,  and  representing  the  hard  fate  of  France  if 
another  revolution  should  happen,  and  if  the  First 
Consul  should  be  taken  from  them,  Curee,  an  old 
Conventionist,  who  had  Taken  his  share  in  those 
volleys  of  oaths  which  the  Convention  had  sworn 
against  all  royalty  and  monarchic  government — 
Curee,  who  had  recommended  the  establishment 
of  special  tribunals  to  put  down  the  crimes  excited 
by  royalism  and  religion,  rose  in  the  tribunate,  and 
moved  to  bestow  upon  Napoleon  Bonaparte  the 
title  of  emperor,  with  the  hereditary  succession  in 
his  family,  even  as  the  succession  was  hereditary 
in  the  other  royal  lines  of  Europe.  Curee,  who 
was  a  litterateur,  and  closely  connected  with  Fon- 
tanes  and  the  other  beaux  esprits  that  assembled 
in  the  salons  of  Eliza  Bonaparte,  had  his  lesson 
beforehand ;  but  he  spoke  as  if  on  the  inspiration 

will  require  men  of  a  different  stump  from  Moreau  to  conspire  against 
me  !  .  ,  .  ,  Moreau  possesses  some  liigh  qualities;  his  braTery  is 
imdoubtetl ;  but  he  has  more  couraj^e  than  steady  energy  ;  he  is  in¬ 
dolent  and  sell'-indiilging.  When  with  tlie  army,  he  lived  like  a 
pasha,  gave  bin. self  up  to  the  pleasures  of  ibc  table,  and  was  almost 
constantly  smoking.  Ilis  abilities  are  naturally  good ;  but  he  is  too 
indolent  for  study;  and  since  he  has  been  tied  lo  his  wife’s  apron- 

strings  he  has  been  fit  for  nothing . You  must  remember  my 

observing,  more  than  two  years  ago,  that  Moreau  would  one  day 
strike  his  head  against  the  gate  of  the  Tuileries.  That  he  has  done 

so  is  uo  fault  of  mine.  I  wanted  to  attach  him  to  me . He 

served  me  well,  indeed,  on  the  iHth  Bnimairc  ;  hnt  since  then  he 
lias  been  very  ungrateful— has  entered  into  all  the  silly  cabals  against 
mo— has  blamed  my  measures  of  government — has  turjied  into  ridi¬ 
cule  the  I..egiou  of  Honour.  Have  not  some  of  the  intriguers  put  it  into 
his  head  that  1  am  jealous  of  him  ?  You  must  know,  as  well  as  I, 
how  anxious  the  Directory  were  to  exalt  the  reputation  of  Moreau. 
Alarmed  at  my  success  in  Italy,  they  wished  to  have  a  general  to  servo 
as  a  counterpoise  to  me.  Well  1  1  have,  ascended  a  throne,  and  he  is 
the  inmate  of  a  prison  !  Had  lie  attached  himself  to  me,  doubtless  I 
would  have  made  him  the  first  marshal  of  the  empire.  But.  as  he 
took  an  o]>posite  course,  what  could  I  do  with  him  ?  From  discontent 
to  revolt  there  is  frequently  only  a  step  1  ” — Bourrienne,  Memoircs. 
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of  the  moment,  and  with  spontaneous  warmth. 
He  announced  that  one  of  the  grand  objects  of  the 
whole  revolution  was  to  re-establish  royalty  in  a 
great  man — in  a  saviour  like  Napoleon.  “Tri¬ 
bunes,”  he  exclaimed,  “  the  magnihcent  revolution 
of  1789  now  bears  its  fruits.  At  that  epoch  thirty 
millions  of  men  rose  to  abolish  feudality  and  esta¬ 
blish  EQUALITY.  We  have  suffered  many  deso¬ 
lations  since  that  time  and  the  present  happy  day; 
but  now  we  see  our  finances  restored,  peace  con¬ 
quered  by  victories,  and  the  altar  raised  from  the 
dust.  We  are  now  happily  arrived  at  the  point 
at  which  the  Constituent  Assembly  left  us.  It  is 
for  us  to  complete  what  the  Constituent  Assembly 
generously  undertook  to  do.  The  Constituent  As¬ 
sembly  only  wanted  a  change  of  dynasty ;  and  that 
is  the  only  remedy  to  all  the  evils  we  have  suffered, 
and  to  all  those  to  which  we  shall  be  hereafter  ex¬ 
posed  if  we  attempt  to  maintain  the  elective  sys¬ 
tem!”  Although  the  tribunate  was  considered  as 
a  sort  of  last  refuge  of  republicanism ;  although 
besides  Curee  there  were  many  men  there  who 
had  sat  in  the  Convention,  which  had  voted  the 
eternal  abolition  of  monarchy ;  and  although  there 
was  not  a  man  among  them  but  had  taken  the 
king-renouncing  oath,  and  had  sworn  to  live  with 
the  republic,  or  die  with  it,  the  place  immediately 
resounded  with  the  cries  “  It  is  true!  It  is  true! 
We  want  an  hereditary  monarch!  Long  live  the 
Emperor!  Let  us  vote  instantly,  and  proclaim  Na¬ 
poleon  Emperor  of  the  French!”  Curve’s  motion 
was  supported  in  a  more  orderly  manner  by 
Simeon,  a  lawyer  from  Aix,  who  had  served  the 
Convention,  who  had  been  a  member  of  the  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Five  Hundred,  who  had  been  deported  as  a 
conspirator,  who  had  been  recalled  by  the  consular 
government,  and  who,  subsequently  to  his  present 
exertions,  became  a  minister  of  justice  under  Bo¬ 
naparte — a  post  w'hich  did  not  prevent  his  obtain¬ 
ing  high  appointments  under  Louis  XVI 1 1.  This 
Snneon  declared  “  that  monarchy  was  the  only  thing 
that  could  put  an  end  to  anarchy  ;  that  ten  years 
of  misery  and  turbulence,  and  lour  years  ot  hope 
and  improvement,  had  fully  demonstrated  the  in¬ 
conveniences  of  the  government  of  many  and  the 
advantages  of  the  government  of  one  sole  man.” 
From  the  beginning  it  was  sure  to  come  to  this  ; 
but  yet  it  was  startling  to  see  the  irankness  of  the 
avowal,  and  to  hear  how  enthusiastically  these  re¬ 
publican  tribunes  shouted  “  Yes,  we  want  the 
government  of  one  sole  man!”  This  passed  on 
the  3rd  of  April ;  and  it  appears  that  on  this  day 
there  was  not  one  single  member  of  the  tribunate 
that  had  honesty  or  courage  enough  to  give  utter¬ 
ance  to  a  dissentient  voice.  It  was,  however, 
deemed  decent  not  to  divide  on  the  great  q^uestion 
at  once,  but  to  fix  the  10th  of  April  for  its  final 
settlement.  On  the  6th,  the  very  day  on  which 
Pichegru  was  found  strangled,  the  senate  assem¬ 
bled,  to  take  into  consideration  a  message  trom  the 
First  Consul,  which  pointed  as  clearly  to  the  here¬ 
ditary  throne  as  tlie  loadstone  points  to  the  pole. 
The  senate  named  a  committee  of  ten  to  prepare  a 
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report  on  the  message,  wishing  the  tribunate  to 
finish  its  discussions  before  they  should  cry  Vive 
I’Empereur.  The  senatorial  ten  were  FVuche, 
Francois  de  Neufchateau,  Rcederer,  Leeouteaux- 
Canteleu,  Boissy  d’Anglas,  Vernier,  Vaubois, 
Fargues,  and  the  two  fhilosoi)hes  Laplace  and 
Lacepede. 

On  the  appointed  10th  of  April  the  tribunes 
went  on  with  the  motion  presented  on  the  3rd. 
Curee  quoted  Roman  history  to  show  the  neeessity 
of  having  a  sovereign,  with  an  hereditary  sueces- 
sion.  “For,”  said  he,  “  in  voting  an  hereditary 
chief,  as  Pliny  said  to  Trajan,  we  shall  prevent 

the  return  of  a  master .  Then,  tribunes, 

make  haste  ;  it  is  no  longer  permitted  us  to  march 
slowly;  time  hurries  on ;  the  century  of  Bonaparte 
is  already  in  its  fourth  year ;  and  the  nation  longs 
for  a  chief  as  illustrious  as  its  destiny.”  Four 
and  twenty  orators,  well  counted,  succeeded  one 
another  in  the  tribune  to  support  Curee’s  anti¬ 
republican  motion,  with  ready-written  speeches 
which  they  pulled  out  of  their  pockets.  It  is  al¬ 
most  a  loss  of  time  to  add  that  one  half  of  the 
twenty-four  were  old  Conventiunists  and  regi¬ 
cides.  But  one  Conventionist  and  Jacobin,  and 
one  member  alone  of  all  the  tribunate,  raised  his 
voice  against  the  proposition.  This  minority  of 
one  was  Carnot,  who  had  equally  voted  against  the 
consulship  for  life,  and  who  by  these  tw'o  votes 
condemned  himself  to  want  of  employment  and 
poverty.  His  republican  consistency  has  been 
much  applauded ;  but  we  believe  that  an  attentive 
inquest  into  the  complicated  history  of  the  intrigues 
of  the  time  would  bring  out  some  other  motives 
for  his  hostility  to  Bonaparte.  But  if  we  admit 
Carnot’s  single-mindedness  and  sincerity,  we  must 
laugh  at  his  judgment,  or  wonder  at  the  madness 
or  imbecility  of  a  man  who,  seeing  what  he  had 
seen  of  his  country  and  countrymen  since  the  year 
1789,  could  still  dream  of  the  possibility  of  build¬ 
ing  up  a  happy  and  enduring  republic,  in  such  a 
land  and  with  such  materials,  and  at  such  a  time 
as  April,  1804,  when  horrors  were  in  the  course 
of  perpetration  very  little  ini'erior  to  those  which 
had  been  committed  during  the  Reign  of  Terror 
by  the  committee  of  Sulut  Public,  when  he,  the 
said  Carnot,  was  a  member,  and  an  active  mem¬ 
ber,  of  that  infernal  committee.  This  part  of  the 
history  of  the  man  ought  never  to  have  been  for¬ 
gotten.  It  was  not  forgotten  in  the  tribunate. 
Grenier  reealled  to  his  mind  the  days  of  Marat  and 
Robespierre,  and  that  he  had  been  one  of  the 
committee  of  Sahd  Public,  expressing  his  asto¬ 
nishment  that  Carnot  should  not  endeavour  to 
make  men  bury  that  fact  in  oblivion.  Another  of 
the  tribunes  asked  him  whether  he  wanted  the  re¬ 
turn  of  the  Jacobin  constitution  of  the  year  ’93. 
The  discourse  of  Carnot  was  a  poor  protect,  vain, 
and  without  an  echo.*  Curee’s  motion  was  carried 
triumphantly,  and  a  committee  was  named  to  draw 
up  an  address  to  the  senate.  T  his  address  was 
carried  unanimously  on  the  3rd  of  May,  and  was. 
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as  a  matter  of  course,  adopted  unanimously  by  the 
senators,  who  had  only  been  waiting  for  the  paper. 
And  the  very  next  day  the  senate  felicitated  the 
tribunate  on  its  having  made  so  excellent  a  use  of 
“  that  popular  and  republican  initiative  which  had 
been  delegated  to  it  by  the  fundamental  laws 
and  informed  Messieurs  the  tribunes  that  the  senate 
as  well  as  themselves  wished  to  raise  a  new  dynasty. 
And  the  instant  that  this  was  done  the  senators  voted 
the  answer  to  the  message  of  the  First  Consul,  which 
had  been  drawn  up  by  Fouchd  and  the  other  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Committee  of  Ten.  In  this  strange  do¬ 
cument  the  senators  assumed  that  the  plots  of  the 
enemies  of  France,  the  internal  conspiracies  and 
agitations,  rendered  indispensable  a  monarchic 
hereditary  government.  It  declared  that  the  ex¬ 
perience  of  fifteen  years  of  revolution  made  men 
sigh  and  long  for  the  shelter  of  a  fixed  unchange¬ 
able  throne ;  and  that  the  love  of  the  French 
people  for  the  person  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte,  trans¬ 
mitted  to  his  successors  with  the  immortal  glory 
of  his  name,  w'ould  unite  for  ever  the  rights  of  the 
nation  to  the  power  of  the  prince.  The  sentiment 
was  repeated  over  and  over  again,  or  with  slight 
variations,  that  Frenchmen  would  be  for  ever  faith¬ 
ful  to  Napoleon,  hereditary  emperor,  and  to  his 
hereditary  successors,  seeing  that  gloi^r,  gratitude, 
love,  reason,  policy,  and  the  interest  of  the  country 
all  united  in  prescribing  this  everlasting  attach¬ 
ment.  It  was  clear,  it  said,  that  the  hereditary 
government  could  be  confided  only  to  Napoleon 
Bonaparte  and  his  august  family ;  and  it  was 
equally  clear  that  this  new  imperial  hereditary 
government  would  be  founded  on  a  rock  which 
nothing  in  nature  could  shake,  and  which  must 
endure  as  long  as  the  military  renown  of  Napoleon. 
But  the  social  contract  was  to  be  respected — the 
social  pact  was  to  brave  the  storms  of  time — the 
republic  was  to  be  immovable  like  its  own  vast 
territory,  was  to  see  the  political  tempests  of  the 
world  rage  round  it  in  vain,  for  it  was  only  to  be 
shaken  by  the  crack  of  doom  {pnur  Vkhranlcr  il 
fan  dr  ait  ebranler  le  monde),  and  jiosterity,  in 
recalling  the  prodigies  generated  by  the  genius  of 
Napoleon,  would  see,  forever  proud  and  erect,  the 
immense  monument  of  what  France  owed  to  him. 
What  this  social  pact  was  to  be — whether  it  was  to  be 
the  contrat  social  of  Rousseau,  which  the  Giron¬ 
dists  and  Jacobins  had  set  up  and  knocked  down 
like  a  nine-pin,  or  xvhether  it  was  to  be  some  other 
pact  between  the  sovereign  and  the  people, — Mes¬ 
sieurs  the  senators  said  not.  They  mentioned  not 
a  word  about  guarantee  or  constitutional  security 
and  limitation,  or  about  the  necessity  of  providing 
restrictions  on  successors  to  the  imperial  throne 
who  might  not  be  so  great  and  good  as  Napoleon 
Bonaparte.  But,  leaving  the  nation  to  its  chances, 
these  august  conscript  fathers  tried  hard  to  make  a 
bargain  for  themselves,  and  to  procure  from  the 
Emperor  an  instalment  of  tlie  price  of  the  throne 
to  which  they  were  raising  him.  They  did  not  do 
this  in  their  public  address  in  answer  to  Bona¬ 
parte’s  letter,  for  that  might  have  been  attended 


[Book  111 

with  awkward  appearances  and  disagreeable  con¬ 
sequences.  But  in  a  secret  memorial  appended  to 
the  rotund  public  answer,  like  a  parachute  to  a 
balloon,  they  demanded  or  implored — 1.  That  the 
dignity  of  senator  should  be  made  hereditary,  like 
that  of  peers  in  Great  Britain.  2.  That  senators 
should  only  be  tried  by  their  peers.  3.  That  the 
Senate  should  have  the  initiative  of  laws,  if  not  the 
veto.  4.  That  the  Council  of  State  should  not 
have  the  faculty  of  interpreting  any  senatus  con- 
sultum.  5.  That  two  permanent  committees  or 
commissions  should  be  instituted  in  the  bosom  of 
the  senate ;  one  to  protect  the  liberty  of  the  press, 
and  the  other  to  guarantee  individual  liberty. — On 
all  and  every  of  these  articles  of  demand  or  pe¬ 
tition,  the  First  Consul  was,  in  public,  dumb  as  a 
statue  ;  but,  as  they  had  been  offered  to  him  in 
private,  so  in  private  did  he  answ’er  them — calling 
to  him,  not  collectively,  but  separately,  the  con¬ 
script  fathers  who  had  presented  them,  and  reason¬ 
ing  with  them  on  the  extravagance  of  their  preten¬ 
sions,  on  the  scandal  that  would  be  cast  on  the 
doctrine  of  equalitij  by  an  hereditary  aristocracy 
like  the  English  peerage,  on  the  inconsistency  of 
subdividing  the  sovereign  authority  (and  two  per¬ 
manent  committees,  with  the  control  of  the  press 
and  of  individual  liberty,  would  have  been  dividing 
the  imperial  authority  with  a  vengeance!)  at  a 
moment  when  the  nation,  the  tribunate,  the  sena¬ 
tors  themselves  were  calling  for  a  unity  of  power ; 
and,  as  the  end  of  all,  showing  every  member  of 
the  senate  that  was  of  consequence  enough  to  be 
spoken  to,  that  he  did  not  intend  to  grant  them 
any  one  of  the  articles,  and  that  they  had  not  the 
power  to  force  him.  His  triumph  over  the  pre¬ 
sumption  of  the  senators  was  the  easier,  as  there 
was  no  cohesion  or  sympathy  between  them  and 
the  tribunes  and  the  members  of  the  corps  legis- 
latif,  and  as  both  of  these  two  last  bodies  politic 
were  secretly  soliciting,  at  the  same  time,  for  an 
increase  of  their  annual  salaries!  And  what  in¬ 
deed  could  Bonaparte  fear  from  a  set  of  men,  or 
from  three  bodies  or  sets  of  men,  who  were  all  pre¬ 
occupied  and  absorbed  by  their  own  private  inte¬ 
rests  ?*  He  showed  no  eager  haste  for  the  senatus 
consultum  wdiich  was  to  complete  the  work  of  his 
elevation  to  the  throne.  But,  in  the  meanwhile, 
monarchic  addresses,  prayers  for  his  immediately 
ascending  that  throne,  continued  to  arrive,  from  all 
parts,  and  the  Moniteur,  day  after  day,  published 
the  most  striking  of  them.  The  corps  legislatif 
was  not  sitting  at  this  moment,  but  Fontanes,  the 
pet  poet  and  lover  of  Eliza  Bonaparte,  collected 
together  all  the  memlters  of  that  legislature  that 
chanced  to  be  in  Paris,  drew  up  an  address  for 
them,  stating  that  their  wishes  coincided  with  the 
wishes  of  the  tribunate  and  the  senate,  and  then,  as 
president,  went  up  to  the  Tuileries  with  the  ad¬ 
dress.  Cambaceres,  the  Second  Consul,  who  had 
always  played  the  complacent  p.art,  showed  him¬ 
self  particularly  eager  in  the  council  of  state,  and 
afterwards  in  the  senate,  “  to  become  the  exalted 
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subject  of  him  who  had  been  his  first  colleague  in 
the  consulate.”  He  presided  on  the  18th  of  May, 
when  the  senate  proceeded  to  finish  the  business 
by  passing  an  ‘  Organic  Senatus  Consultuin,’  de¬ 
ferring  {(ieferer)  the  imperial  crown  in  conformity 
with  “  the  addresses  of  the  tribunals,  the  adminis¬ 
trative  bodies,  the  municipalities,  the  army,  and 
the  spontaneous  cry  of  all  good  citizens.”  In  the 
explanations  prefixed  to  this  organic  senatus  con- 
sultum,  and  in  which  the  senators  durst  make  no 
allusion  to  their  private  demands,  their  fruitless 
attempts  at  bargaining,  there  was  scarcely  one 
Jacobin  or  republican  dogma  left  unrefuted,  or  at 
least  unconderaned  ;  and,  again,  the  terrible  plots 
and  conspiracies  “  of  the  English  and  the  emigrants, 
which  had  been  discovered,”  were  cited  as  neces¬ 
sitating  the  immediate  establishment  of  an  here¬ 
ditary  government.  All  this  left  little  doubt  on 
the  minds  of  attentive  observers,  that  the  late  so- 
called  plots  and  conspiracies  had  been  gotten  up 
by  those  who  made  this  use  of  them.  “  The  French 
people  could  not  see  without  affright  the  horrible 
conspiracies  against  their  country,  and  against  the 
hero  who  governs  it :  they  are  no  longer  satisfied 
with  applauding  the  present ;  the  dread  of  past 
evils  makes  them  seek  a  guarantee  for  the  future.” 
And  where  could  this  guarantee  be  found  except 
in  the  man  of  the  age  and  his  illustrious  family  ? 

There  are  certain  great  principles  which  may  be 
kept  out  of  sight  in  times  of  trouble  and  faction, 
but  which  endure  for  all  ages,  and  upon  which 
men  feel  the  necessity  of  reposing  after  political 
tempests.  The  first  of  these  principles  is,  that 
great  states  can  be  governed  only  by  one  man — qiie 
les  grands  elats  ne  comportent  qne  le  gouvernment 
d’un  sent.  This  important  truth  is  even  already 
consecrated  by  the  existing  order  of  things  in 
France :  the  more  a  state  aggrandizes  itself,  the 
more  its  government  ought  to  be  concentrated  ;  lor 
the  government  ought  to  be  stronger  and  more 
active  in  proportion  as  the  territory  becomes 
vaster,  and  the  nation  more  numerous.  In  the 
government  of  many,  the  chief  magistrature  is  en¬ 
feebled  by  division: — under  the  government  of  a 
single  person  there  is  more  secrecy  and  celerity  in 
affairs ;  the  supreme  magistracy  makes  everything 
move,  in  seeming  motionless  itself.  This  is  the 
sort  of  government  which,  with  the  least  efiort, 
produces  the  most  extended  and  powerful  action. 
In  the  government  of  many,  those  who  administer 
public  affairs  may  be  agitated  by  private  ambition ; 
not  one  among  them  is  powerful  enough  and  ele¬ 
vated  enough  not  to  wish  to  be  more  powerful  and 
more  elevated.  And,  on  another  side,  m  the  sort 
of  government  of  which  we  are  speaking,  nobody 
properly  attaches  his  own  name  to  the  good  or  the 
ill  which  happens ;  each  administrator  remains 
more  indifferent  to  the  glory  of  success,  and  to  the 
shame  of  a  vicious  administration  ;  and  the  pub¬ 
lic  interest  almost  always  disappears  in  the  per¬ 
petual  shock  of  many  interests  and  opinions.  When 
ihere  is  one  sole  governor,  he  feels  that  all  the 
affairs  press  upon  him;  he  takes  that  to  heart; 
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he  is  besides,  according  to  the  expression  of  a 
celebrated  publicist,  the  greatest  citizen  of 
THE  STATE ;  he  can  only  place  his  private  happi¬ 
ness  in  the  general  happiness ;  he  can  have  no 
other  interest  than  the  interest  of  the  state  itself.  . 

“  The  second  grand  principle,”  the  senators 
proceeded,  “  which  is  equally  of  common  right  in 
political  matters — qui  est  egalemeni  de  droit  com- 
miin  dans  les  malieres  poliliques — is  this,  that 
power  must  be  hereditary  in  the  family  chosen  by 
the  nation.”  And  here,  as  the  principle  was  not 
altogether  so  generally  received  and  digested  by 
the  people  as  the  preceding  one,  a  proportionately 
greater  quantity  of  logic  and  rhetoric  was  em¬ 
ployed  to  demonstrate  and  recommend  it.  The 
reasonings  are  long,  tedious,  and  unprofitable  ;  and 
we  refer  to  the  subject  merely  for  the  sake  of  the 
not  uninstructive  contrast  between  the  declarations 
of  the  revolutionists  from  1790  down  to  1794,  and 
those  of  the  Bonapartists  in  1804,  again  reminding 
the  reader  that  many  of  these  public  men  were  the 
same  who  figured  on  the  cote  gauche  of  the  Constitu¬ 
ent  Assembly,  and  who  were  lawgivers  in  the  ultra¬ 
republican  Convention  ;  and  that  the  great  mass  of 
the  French  people,  who  had  promised  and  vowed 
eternal  hatred  to  kings,  were  quite  as  ready  to 
sing  now,  and  with  as  much  enthusiasm,  Vive 
I’Empereur  !  Vive  le  ponvoir  d’un  seulf  Vive 
riieredite  !  as  ever  they  had  been  to  sing  the  Ca 
Ira^  the  Carmagnole,  or  the  Marseillese  hymn.  If 
the  reader  turn  back  to  the  debates  in  the  Ja¬ 
cobin  club  and  in  the  Convention,  as  purposely 
given  with  some  detail  in  the  preceding  Book, 
he  will  better  feel  the  full  force  of  the  contrast. 
There  the  doctrine  of  all  sort  of  hereditary  succes¬ 
sion  was  questioned.  Now  the  hereditary  quality 
of  a  monarchy  was  maintained  to  be  essential  to  the 
existence  of  France.  “  This,”  said  the  senators, 
“  is  the  only  barrier  against  factions  and  intrigues ; 
it  places  the  supreme  magistrate  in  a  sanctuary  in¬ 
accessible  to  the  thoughts  and  machinations  of  the 
ambitious.  In  the  circumstances  in  which  we  live, 
it  is  only  by  establishing  the  hereditary  power  in 
the  new  family  that  we  shall  succeed  in  destroying 
the  last  germ  of  the  chimerical  hopes  of  the  old 
family,  who  are  leagued  with  the  eternal  enemies  of 
France,  and  whose  return,  marked  by  convulsions 
and  vengeances  of  every  kind,  would  become  an 
exhaustless  fountain  of  public  and  private  calamity. 
....  This  hereditary  law  ofTends  none  of  our 
national  maxims  ;  and  it  is  in  itself  alone  a  grand 
principle  of  conservation  and  of  public  tranquil¬ 
lity  !”  At  first  they  had  offered  to  Bonaparte  the 
faculty  of  naming  his  successor  to  the  throne,  for 
Josephine,  who  had  children  by  her  marriage  with 
Vicomte  de  Beauharnais,  had  had  no  child  by  her 
second  husband  :  but  now  it  was  thought  expedi¬ 
ent  to  fix  the  succession,  and  to  declare  the  impe¬ 
rial  throne  hereditary  in  the  family  of  Bonaparte, 
and  in  the  male  line  of  the  emperor’s  direct  de¬ 
scendants  (in  case  he  should  yet  have  a  son  or  sons, 
which  case  appears  to  have  been  already  contem¬ 
plated  by  means  of  a  divorce  from  Josephine,  and  a 
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marriage  with  a  younger  woman)  ;  and,  failing  these 
direct  descendants  of  Napoleon,  then  in  his  brothers 
Joseph  and  Louis,  and  their  male  descendants,  in 
the  order  of  primogeniture,  the  doctrine  of  the 
Salic  law  being  emphatically  upheld  in  these  words 
— “  Among  a  people  essentially  warlike,  women 
must  of  necessity  be  perpetually  excluded.”  But, 
as,  at  Napoleon’s  express  command,  the  senators 
who  drew  up  this  organic  law  had  excluded  from 
the  succession  the  second  and  fourth  brothers,  Lu- 
cien  and  Jerome,  because  they  had  given  mortal 
offence  by  marrying  obscure  women  without  Na¬ 
poleon’s  consent ;  and  as  the  same  law-makers  felt, 
or  had  been  told,  that,  after  all,  Napoleon,  by 
some  disagreement  with  Joseph  and  Louis,  might 
hereafter  choose  to  exclude  them  as  he  had  ex¬ 
cluded  Lucien  and  Jerome,  they  put  into  their 
organic  senatus  consultum,  that  the  Emperor  Na¬ 
poleon  might  adopt  as  his  successor  the  son  or 
grandson  of  any  one  of  his  brothers,  provided  he 
should  have  no  male  children  himself,  and  pro¬ 
vided  the  adopted  heir  should  have  completed  his 
eighteenth  year.* 

It  was  Second  Consul  Cambaceres  w'ho  put  this 
organic  senatus  consultum  to  the  vote;  and,  when 
it  was  carried  by  acclamation,  he  headed  the  se¬ 
nate,  who  cn  corps,  and  escorted  by  ditferent  corps 
of  cavalr)’,  hastened  to  lay  it  at  the  feet  of  the 
emperor.  And  when  the  senators  arrived  at  the 
pleasant  country  palace,  it  was  Cambaceres  that 
delivered  the  harangue  to  the  emperor,  and  that 
went  next  to  congratulate  Josephine  as  empress. 
Bonaparte,  wdio  was  difficult  to  please,  was  not 
entirely  satisfied  either  with  the  organic  laws  or 
with  the  harangue,  which,  though  pronounced  by 

*  Mr.'Alison  makes  a  strange  mistake  in  (iescribing  tliis  settlement. 
He  says  tliat  tile  throne  was  declareil  “  Iteretiilary  in  liis  ( Napoleon's) 
family,  and  that  (those)  of  his  brothers  Joseph  anil  Lncicn."  Now 
this  last,  who  hail,  even  more  than  the  youngest  of  the  brothers,  Jerome 
excited  the  wrath  of  Napoleon  by  marrying  Madame  Joubertean,  a 
heantifnl  but  low-bred  woman,  ami  the  vntiivurced  wife  of  a  Parisian 
agent,  wdio  was  shipped  olV  to  the  We,st  Indies,  where  he  soon  died 
(the  said  I.ncien  having  previously  caused  great  scandal  by  carrviii'. 
oil'  and  .actually  marrying  tiie  wife  of  a  Parisian  dealer  in  lemona'des" 
a  still  lower-bred  woman,  from  whom  he  had  been  lilieinted  by  death  ), 
was  not  only  excluded  from  the  succession  — his  younger  bi  nther  Louis 
being  substituted  for  him — but  was  excluded  a'lso  from  all  the  impe¬ 
rial  dignities  which  were  conferred  on  Napoleon’s  ascendin',  the 
throne.  And  from  this  time,  or  rather,  from  the  time  of  his  quarrel 
wiili  .Napoleon,  who  demanded  from  him  that  he  should  repudiate 
Madame  Joiiherteau,  anil  be  ready,  .as  soon  as  opporliinitv  should 
offer,  to  marry  some  foreign  prince.'S,  — Lucien,  the  author  of  the  fa¬ 
mous  but  unlucky  •  P.uallel,'— Lucien,  who  had  done  more  than  any 
member  of  the  family,  excepting  only  Napoleon,  to  dewtrov  the  re- 
])ublic  and  set  up  a  monarchy  with  hereditary  succes.iou  trieil  the 
game  backwards,  and  played  the  pint  of  a  republican  once  more 
There  is  tio  fact  more  notorious  than  that  Lucien  w.as  cxcliiih-d 
with  Jerome,  and  that  it  wits  Louis  that  was  inclnileil  with  Joseph 
•'  Wheu,"  says  Bouriienue,  ••  Ilonaparlc  heard  of  Lncieii’s  sfcoud 
marri.ige,  from  the  ]uiest  by  w  hom  it  had  been  clnndestiuelv  per¬ 
formed  he  fell  into  a  furious  passion,  and  re.solved  not  to  confer  on 
I.ucien  the  title  of  Flench  Prince,  on  account  of  what  he  termed  his 
unequal  match.  Lucien  therefore  obtained  no  other  dignity  than  that 
of  senator.  Jerome,  who  pursued  an  opposite  line  of  conduct  (in 
1807,  he  ciust  off  his  yotmg  and  beautiful  w ife,  the  daii'diter  of  Mr 
Paler.son,  a  merchant  of  Now  York,  and  married  a  princess  of  Wur- 
temberg),  rose  high,  and  was  made  a  king.” 

Walter  Scott  might  have  saved  his  countrvman  from  the  mistake 
for  he  states  clearly  and  correctly  the  exclusion  of  Lucien  and  the 
cause  of  it.— ‘‘  Lucien  and  Jerome  Honaparte  were  excluded  from 
this  rich  iilhentunce,  as  they  had  both  disoliliged  Napoleon  by  marrv- 
ing  without  his  consent."  .Mr.  Alison  might'  have  found  the' ofninic 
sen.itns  consultum  at  full  length  in  lllty  Kuglidi  books.  The  name  of 
Lucien  is  never  once  mentioned  in  that  document,  any  more  than  that 
of  .lerome;  but  Joseph  and  Louis  Honaparte  are  named  repeatedlv 
in  the  v.irious  clau'u's  which  tlx  the  sucewsion  in  them  and  their 
children,  with  the  provisos  we  have  mentioned  in  tlie  text 
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Cambact^res,  had  been  written,  arid  in  a  hurry,  liy 
another;  but  he  knew  the  entire  devotedness  of  the 
Second  Consul,  and  he  knew  still  better  that  it 
was  not  the  senate  that  could  prevent  his  re¬ 
touching  the  senatus  consultum,  if  hereafter  he 
should  deem  it  expedient  so  to  do.  I’or  the  pre¬ 
sent  he  replied  to  the  august  senators,  who  lor  the 
first  time  had  culled  him  Sire  and  Your  Majesty, 
“  All  that  can  contribute  to  the  w'elfare  ot  the 
country  is  essentially  connected  with  my  happiness. 
I  accept  the  title  vvhich  you  believe  to  be  conducive 
to  the  glorv  of  the  nation.  I  submit  to  the  saiic- 
tion  of  the  people  the  laiv  of  hereditary  succession. 
I  hope  that  France  will  never  repent  the  honours 
she  may  confer  on  my  family.  At  all  events,  my 
spirit  will  not  be  with  my  posterity  when  they 
cease  to  merit  the  confidence  and  love  of  the  Great 
Nation.” 

As  there  were  to  be  no  more  consuls,  an  imperial 
mandate  was  given  there  upon  the  spot,  at  St. 
Cloud,  appointing  Cambaceres  Arch-Chancellor 
of  the  Empire,  and  Lebrun,  the  Third  Consul, 
Arch-Treasurer.  “  Citizen  Consul  Cambaceres,” 
said  this  first  imperial  letter,  “  your  title  has 
changed;  jmur  functions  and  my  confidence  re¬ 
main  the  same.  In  the  high  dignity  with  which 
you  are  now  invested,  you  will  continue  to  mani¬ 
fest,  as  you  have  hitherto  done  in  that  of  consul, 
that  wisdom  and  those  distinguished  talents  which 
entitle  you  to  so  important  a  share  in  all  the  good 
which  I  may  have  done.  I  have,  therefore,  only 
to  desire  the  continuance  of  the  same  sentiments 
towards  the  state  and  me.  Given  at  the  palace  of 
St.  Cloud,  the  28th  Floreal,year  XI 1. — Napoleon, 
Emperor.  H.  B.  Maret,  Secretary  of  State.” 

Bourrienne  says,  rather  happily,  that  this  first 
letter  of  the  emperor  is  “  characteristic  of  Bona¬ 
parte’s  art  ill  inanaging  transitions.”  It  is  to  the 
citizen  and  consul  that  the  emperor  addresses  him¬ 
self,  and  it  is  dated  according  to  the  republican 
calendar.  That  calendar,  which  w’as  dying  fast, 
and  was  soon  interred  and  consigned  to  oblivion, 
and  the  delusive  inscription  on  the  coin,  were,  in¬ 
deed,  all  that  now'  remained  of  the  republic,  to 
erect  which  so  much  blood  had  been  spilt,  so  many 
crimes  committed ! 

On  the  following  day — in  Christian  or  slave 
style  the  19th  of  May — the  emperor  and  empress 
repaired  from  St.  Cloud  to  Paris,  to  hold  a  grand 
levee  in  the  Tuileries,  and  to  hear  the  enthusiasms 
ot  the  army  and  the  loud-tongued  plaudits  of  the 
Parisians.  The  assemblage  is  described  as  more 
numerous  and  more  brilliant  than  any  that  the  old 
palace  of  the  Bourbons  had  yet  seen  ;  the  applause 
of  the  jieople  as  spontaneous,  unanimous,  extatic. 
General  Bessieres  addressed  the  emperor  on  the 
part  of  the  imperial  guards,  and  the  emperor 
gave  back  compliment  for  compliment.  No  one 
knew  better  the  oratory  which  delighted  the  French 
soldiery.  All  the  general  officers  and  colonels  of 
regiments  that  were  in  the  cajiital  were  presented 
to  the  emperor  by  his  brother  Louis,  who  had  al¬ 
ready  begun  to  exercise  his  functions  of  “  Grand 
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Constable  of  the  Empire.”  In  a  few  days  every¬ 
thing  in  court  and  capital  assumed  a  new  aspect ; 
but,  although  the  gaping  Parisians  admired  the 
brilliancy  and  glare  of  the  phantasmagoric  scene, 
they  could  not  help  ridiculing  (in  secret,  or  when 
the  eyes  of  the  police  were  not  upon  them)  the 
new  courtiers  and  state  dignitaries.  Not  even  the 
business  of  a  courtier  is  to  be  learned  in  a  day : 
the  rough  soldiers  of  fortune  and  the  Jacobin  par¬ 
venus  were  very  awkward  at  it ;  and  it  was  not 
until  Bonaparte  secured  the  services  of  men  of  the 
old  court,  like  the  Count  de  Segur  and  Count 
Louis  de  Narbonne,  that  his  court  began  to  assume 
the  proper  style  and  elegance.  On  this  19th  of 
May,  or  his  first  court-day  at  the  Tuileries,  he 
issued  a  decree  naming  eighteen  of  his  first  gene¬ 
rals  Marshals  of  the  French  Empire.  These  ge¬ 
nerals,  of  whom  the  greater  part  had  risen  irom 
the  ranks,  and  had  been  violent  Jacobins  and  re¬ 
publicans,  were  Berthier,  Murat,  Moncey,  Jour- 
dan,  Massena,  Augereau,  Bernadotte,  Soult,  Brune, 
Cannes,  Mortier,  Ney,  Davoust,  Bessieres,  Keller- 
mann,  Lefevre,  Perignon,  and  Serrurier.  And  it 
was  determined  that,  when  addressed  verbally,  they 
should  be  called  Monsieur  le  Marechal,  and  when 
in  writing,  Monseigneur,  or  My  lord.  At  the 
same  time  each  of  the  French  princes  and  prin¬ 
cesses,  that  is  to  say,  every  brother  and  sister  of 
Bonaparte,  received  the  title  of  Imperial  Highness, 
and  the  grand  dignitaries  of  the  empire  that  of 
Serene  Highness.  These  dignitaries  were  rather 
numerous.  Besides  the  Arch-Chancellor  and  Arch- 
Treasurer,  there  were  the  Grand  Elector,  the  Chan¬ 
cellor  of  Stale,  the  Constable,  the  Grand  Admiral 
of  the  Empire,  &c.  The  organic  senatus  con- 
sultum  had  nicely  regulated  the  functions  of  all 
these  personages,  and  had  declared  their  dignities 
to  be  for  life.  They  w’ere  all  to  be  addressed  as 
Monseigneur,  &c.  hlaret,  the  secretary  of  state, 
was  to  have  the  rank  of  minister;  and  hencefor¬ 
ward  everv  minister,  as  well  as  the  president  of  the 
Senate,  was  to  be  called  Your  E-vcellence.  Then 
came  the  high  household  appointments,  as  Grand 
Marshal  of  the  Palace,  Master  of  the  Horse,  Grand 
Huntsman,  Grand  Master  of  the  Ceremonies,  the 
Prefects  of  the  Palace,  &c.  &c.  &c.  To  give  all 
possible  solemnity  to  his  accession,  Bonaparte  or¬ 
dered  that  the  senate  itself  should  announce  his 
accession  to  the  throne,  and  proclaim  in  Pans 
their  organic  senatus  consultum ;  and  this  was 
done  on  Sunday  the  20th  of  May,  with  infinite 
pomp  and  rejoicing.  The  first  decrees  of  the  new 
sovereign  were  headed,  “  Napoleon,  by  the  grace 
of  God  and  the  constitution  of  the  republic.  Em¬ 
peror  of  the  French,”  &c.  ;  but  the  name  of  the 
republic  was  shortly  afterwards  dropped  altogether. 
Fresh  volleys  of  oaths  proceeded  from  every  part 
of  the  country  :  all  the  ministers,  marshals,  gene¬ 
rals,  &c.  &c.,  who  had  taken  so  many  oaths  al¬ 
ready,  and  of  a  character  and  tendency  so  different, 
swore  fealty  and  allegiance  to  the  emperor.  It 
would  have  been  better  to  say  nothing  about  it,  it 
would  have  been  best  to  endeavour  to  make  the 


world  forget  that  most  of  these  swearers,  together 
with  the  mass  of  the  French  people,  had  sworn 
fidelity  to  the  constitutional  monarchy  of  1791,  to 
the  republic  of  1'792,  to  the  republic  improved  (by 
the  Marats  and  Robespierres)  of  1793,  to  the 
directory  of  179.5,  and  to  the  consular  government 
of  1799  ;  that,  after  the  first  of  these  oaths,  each 
had  been  a  perjury,  and  a  violation  of  its  prede¬ 
cessor;  and  that  this  new  oath  of  1804  was  an 
accumulative  perjury,  and  a  flagrant  outrage 
against  and  denial  of  all  the  principles  upon  which 
all  the  preceding  oaths  had  been  founded.  Yet 
M.  Francois  de  Neufchateau,  in  taking  this  new 
oath  to  the  emperor,  as  representative  of  the  se¬ 
nate,  said,  among  other  fine  things,  “When  your 
majesty,  who  has  repaired  so  much  ruin,  has  also 
re-established  amongst  us  the  sacredness  of  an 
oath,  we  seriously  weigh  the  object  and  extent  of 
the  inviolable  promises  and  engagements  which  we 
now  make  to  you.”  Fresh  addresses  poured  in, 
numerous  and  heavy  enough  to  load  a  waggon, 
and  all  conceived  in  the  most  extravagant  lan¬ 
guage.  The  authors  of  them  seemed  to  exhaust 
their  imagination  in  carrying  flattery  and  adulation 
to  the  highest  possible  point ;  and  such  of  them 
as  proceeded  from  the  clergy — that  is  to  say,  from 
that  part  of  the  French  clergy  who  had  submitted 
to  the  Concordat  and  accepted  the  salaries  of  go¬ 
vernment — intermixed  a  religious  unction  with 
their  flattery,  which  made  it  infinitely  more  dis¬ 
gusting  than  the  adulation  of  the  laymen.  These 
churchmen  said  they  saw'  the  finger  of  God  in  it 
all.  They  called  Napoleon  a  new  Moses,  a  new 
Cyrus,  a  new'  Charlemagne ;  and  they  declared 
that  “  submission  was  due  to  him  as  having  do¬ 
minion  over  all,  and  to  his  ministers  as  being  his 
envoys,  because  such  was  the  order  of  Providence.” 
It  is  hardly  needful  to  say  a  word  about  the  refer¬ 
ence  to  the  French  people  to  sanction  the  law  of 
hereditary  succession.  We  have  seen  already  how 
those  matters  were  managed ;  and  Bonaparte  did 
not  wait  for  the  result  of  the  popular  votes  rm  this 
question,  to  take  into  his  hands  the  imperial  sceptre. 
Some  months  after  he  was  seated  on  the  throne,  it 
was  reported  to  him  that  above  three  millions  of 
the  registered  votes  of  the  people  approved  of  the 
hereditary  succession,  and  that  in  all  France  only 
between  three  and  four  thousand  votes  were  con¬ 
trary.*  It  is  said  that  in  many  places  names  of 
men  were  registered  among  the  assentients  who 
never  voted  at  all,  and  that  this  was  notoriously 
the  case  in  Geneva,  that  small  Swiss  republic 
which  had  been  forcibly  annexed  to  France :  but 
there  appears  to  be  little  doubt  that,  at  the  time,  the 
great  majority  of  the  French  people — “  to  whom 
the  present  is"  a  great  deal,  the  future  much  less, 
and  the  past  nothing  at  all  ”  t — cared  little  or  no¬ 
thing  about  the  hereditary  question,  and  were  glad 
to  have  the  great  soldier  and  conqueror  for  their 
lord  and  master. 

Monsieur,  or  the  Count  de  Lille,  or  Louis 

•  This  report  w.^s  presented  hy  tiie  senate  on  the  1st  of  December. 

t  W'alter  Scott,  Life  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte. 
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XVIII.,  from  his  secure  retreat  at  Warsaw  ad¬ 
dressed,  not  to  the  French  people,  but  to  the 
sovereigns  of  Europe,  a  protest  against  the  usur¬ 
pation  of  his  throne.  Fouche,  who  was  the 
first  to  hear  of  this  protest,  feared  that  copies 
might  be  multiplied  and  distributed  among  the 
aristocrats  and  the  Bourbon  royalists  of  the  Fau¬ 
bourg  St.  Germain,  and  lead  to  some  explosions 
against  the  emperor’s  infant  government.  But 
Bonaparte  treated  it  with  contempt,  saying,  “  Ah ! 
ah !  so  the  Count  de  Lille  makes  his  protest. 
Well,  well,  be  it  so.  I  hold  my  right  by  the 
will  of  the  French  nation,  and  while  I  have  a 
sword  I  will  maintain  it !  The  Bourbons  ought  to 
know  by  this  time  that  I  do  not  fear  them ;  let 
them  therefore  leave  me  quiet.  Did  you  say  that 
the  fools  of  the  Faubourg  St.  Germain  will  mul¬ 
tiply  copies  of  the  protest  ?  Well,  they  shall  read 
it  at  their  ease.  Send  it  to  the  Moniteur,  Fouche; 
send  it  to  the  Moniteur,  and  let  it  be  inserted 
to-morrow  morning.”  And  accordingly  the  pro¬ 
test  appeared  in  the  official  newspaper.  It  would 
have  been  well  for  the  fame  of  this  extraordinary 
man,  if  he  could  always  have  treated  in  the  same 
manner  the  dark  suggestions  of  his  police  minister, 
and  if  he  could  always  have  felt  that,  so  long  as  he 
had  a  sword  and  the  French  army  with  him,  he 
had  nothing  to  fear  from  the  old  noblesse  or  from 
the  Bourbon  princes.  Just  three  months  earlier 
these  convictions  would  have  saved  him  from  the 
worst  of  his  state  crimes ;  and  the  convictions 
might  have  existed,  for,  notwithstanding  the  stran¬ 
gulation  of  Pichegru,  the  public  execution  of 
Georges-Cadoudal,  the  banishment  of  Moreau, 
and  his  own  easy  elevation  to  the  empire,  it  would 
not  be  easy  to  prove  that  Bonaparte  was  in  reality 
any  stronger  or  more  secure  on  the  29th  of  June, 
when  he  held' this  conversation  with  Fouche,  than 
he  was  on  the  21st  of  March,  when  the  Duke 
d’Enghien  was  murdered.  On  the  contrary,  there 
are  sundry  reasons  for  believing  that  his  political 
power  at  least  was  much  less  secure  now  than 
then  ;  that  by  establishing  monarchy  he  prepared 
the  minds  of  the  people  to  look  with  less  horror 
or  reluctance  to  the  possible  return  of  the  old 
Bourbon  dynasty;  and  that  by  building  up  a  new 
system  with  such  rapidity  he  threw  a  doubt  into 
men’s  minds  as  to  the  durability  of  the  structure. 

In  the  month  of  July  Bonaparte  left  Paris  to 
visit  tlie  camp  at  Boulogne,  and  the  so-called  Army 
of  England.  Some  of  the  Paris  gossips  were  quite 
sure  that  the  alleged  object  of  the  imperial  journey 
— the  distribution  of  the  crosses  of  the  Legion  of 
Honour  to  the  worthiest  soldiers  in  the  camp — 
was  only  a  pretext,  for  that  he  was  really  gone  to 
carry  into  execution  the  long-threatened  invasion 
of  England,  and  would  soon  be  back  with  King 
George  andWdliam  Pitt,  with  all  the  royal  family 
and  the  worst  of  the  English  aristocracy,  prisoners 
in  his  train.-  And,  although  he  had  not  the  slightest 
intention  of  attempting  the  said  invasion,  yet  had 
he  other  and  more  serious  objects  in  view  than  the 
mere  distribution  of  crosses  and  ribands  :  he  sus- 
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pected  long  before  this  that  a  new  coalition  was  in 
the  course  of  formation ;  the  gross  insults  he  had 
offered  to  the  Emperor  Alexander  were  not  likely 
to  be  borne  long  by  a  young  and  powerful  sove¬ 
reign;  the  King  of  Sweden  had  maintained  a 
threatening  tone  ever  since  the  catastrophe  of  the 
Duke  d’Enghien,  and  though  Sweden  was  but 
little  formidable  in  herself,  there  were  very  evident 
grounds  for  believing  that  she  was  supported  by 
Russia;  and  even  the  spiritless,  shuffling  cabinet 
of  Berlin  had  changed  its  tone  of  deference  for 
one  almost  of  defiance,  and  was  increasing  its  army 
day  by  day.  Therefore  what  Bonaparte  proposed 
to  himself  in  this  visit  to  the  coast  was  to  excite 
more  and  more  the  enthusiasm  of  his  own  army, 
to  show  himself  to  it,  invested  with  his  new  impe¬ 
rial  dignity,  under  striking,  picturesque,  and  dra¬ 
matic  circumstances,  and  to  dispose  that  great  and 
highly  disci]dined  army  to  a  prompt  and  enthu- 
siastical  obedience  of  the  first  signal  he  might  give. 
And  he  w'as  received  in  the  camp  with  an  enthu¬ 
siasm  that  fully  res])onded  to  his  wish.  He  pitched 
his  tent  near  the  tall  tower  called  La  Tour  d’Ordre, 
which  now  changed  its  name  into  that  of  Caesar’s 
Tower,  for  some  traces  of  a  Roman  camp  had  been 
discovered  on  the  spot,  and,  to  establish  or  keep 
up  a  captivating  parallel,  it  was  fancifully  assumed 
that  this  W'as  a  camp  w  hich  the  Roman  Caesar  had 
constructed  when  threatening  Britain  wdth  invasion, 
and  that  here  was  a  tower  from  which  that  first 
and  greatest  of  the  Roman  emperors  bad  looked 
proudly  across  the  Channel  upon  his  conquest.  It 
was  not  far  from  this  Tour  d’Ordre,  or  Caesar’s 
Tower,  that  the  so-called  Army  of  England,  under 
the  command  of  Marshal  Soult,  w’as  assembled 
in  a  vast  plain  to  witness  the  distribution  of  the 
crosses  of  the  Legion  of  Honour,  now  impressed 
with  the  effigies  of  the  emperor.  Nothing  was 
omitted  by  the  great  master  that  might  tend  to 
keep  up  the  enthusiastic  feelings  of  the  soldiery.* 
Everything  was  dramatic,  and  the  stage  and  the 
scene  were  admirably  chosen.  Painters  had  been 
consulted,  actors  had  been  consulted,  beforehand, 
and  Bonaparte’s  early  and  intimate  friend  Talma, 
the  John  Kemble  of  France,  w’as  believed  to  pos¬ 
sess  in  perfection  the  art  of  representing  classical 
heroes  and  Roman  emperors.  The  plain  was  cir¬ 
cular  and  hollow,  and  in  the  centre  was  a  round 
hdl — a  sort  of  natural  throne — and  there  the  iin- 

*  “  When  he  roviewed  the  troops,  he  asked  the  officers,  and  often 
the  soldiers,  in  \vh;it  hattles  they  had  been  engaged,  and  to  those  who 
had  received  seriofis  wounds  he  gave  the  cross.  Here,  I  think,  I  may 
appropriately  mention  a  singular  piece  ol'  charlatanism  to  wliicli  the 
emperor  hud  recourse,  and  which  powerfully  contributed  to  augment 
the  entluisiasm  of  his  troops.  He  would  say  to  one  ol  his  aides-de- 
camp,  'Ascertain  from  the  colonel  of  such  a  regiment  whether  he  has 
in  his  corps  a  man  who  has  served  in  the  campaigns  of  Italy  or  the 
cam])aigns  of  Egypt.  Ascertain  his  name,  where  he  was  born,  the 
particulars  of  his  family,  and  what  he  has  done.  Learn  his  number 
in  the  ranks,  and  to  what  company  he  belongs,  and  furnisli  me  with 
the  information.’  On  the  day  of  the  review,  Ihinaparte,  at  a  single 
glance,  could  perceive  tlm  man  who  had  been  described  to  him.  He 
would  go  up  to  him  as  if  he  recognised  him,  address  liim  by  his  name, 
and  say,  ‘  Oh  !  so  you  are  here  !  You  are  a  brave  fello\\ — 1  saw  you 
at  Aboukir — how  is  your  old  father  ?  What !  have  you  not  got  the 
cross?  Stay,  I  will  give  it  you.’  Then  the  delighted  soldiers  would 
say  to  each  other,  ‘  You  see  the  emperor  knows  us  all ;  he  knows  our 
families,  he  knows  where  we  have  served.'  What  a  stimulus  was  this 
to  sfddiers,  whom  he  succeeded  in  persuading  that  thev  would  all, 
some  time  or  other,  become  marshals  of  the  empire  1" — Bourriatne, 
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perial  Bonaparte  stationed  himself  in  the  very 
midst  of  his  soldiers.  There  he  stood  with  his 
brilliant  staff,  and  around  this  central  glory  the 
regiments  were  drawn  out  in  lines,  and  looked  like 
so  many  diverging  rays.  And  from  this  natural 
throne  the  emperor  delivered  the  form  of  oath  to 
be  taken  by  the  members  of  the  Legion  of  Ho¬ 
nour  :  “  Commanders,  officers,  legionaries,  citi¬ 
zens,  soldiers,  swear  upon  your  honour  to  devote 
yourselves  to  the  service  of  the  empire — to  the 
preservation  of  the  integrity  of  the  French  terri¬ 
tory — to  the  defence  of  the  emperor,  of  the  laws 
of  the  republic,  and  of  the  property  which  they 
have  made  sacred ; — swear  to  combat,  by  all  the 
means  which  justice,  reason,  and  the  laws  autho¬ 
rise,  every  attempt  to  re-establish  the  feudal 
systein;  in  short,  swear  to  concur  with  all  your 
might  in  maintaining  liberty  and  equality,  which 
are  the  bases  of  all  our  institutions.  Swear!” 

Between  the  sublime  and  the  ridiculous  of  this 
form  of  oath  there  was  not  so  much  as  a  step ; 
but  the  absurdity  and  the  palpable  contradiction 
were  not  noticed  (or,  if  a  few  cynical  men  sneered 
or  laughed,  they  did  it  behind  the  curtain) :  the 
thing  was  taken  as  the  signal  for  a  universal  burst 
of  enthusiasm ;  and  the  shouts  from  a  hundred 
thousand  throats  were  heard  far  over  the  British 
Channel — that  Channel  whose  broad  rough  waters 
were  full  in  sight,  studded  with  British  ships  of 
the  line  and  proud  frigates  which  told  the  en¬ 
throned  soldier  that  he  was  not  to  pass  it.  A  storm 
came  on  during  this  brilliant  day,  and  it  was  ap¬ 
prehended  that  the  scarcely  sea-worthy  flotilla  of 
Boulogne,  the  prames,  flat-bottomed  boats,  gun¬ 
boats,  and  other  vessels,  which  had  ventured  a 
little  w'ay  out  of  port  in  order  to  add  to  the  scenic 
effect,  would  be  in  jeopardy.  The  emperor  quitted 
the  hill  and  proceeded  to  the  port  to  direct  what 
measures  should  be  taken.  The  directions  of  a 
landsman  could  have  been  but  of  little  value ;  but 
just  as  Bonaparte  arrived  at  the  pier  the  sun  shone 
forth  and  the  storm  ceased,  “  as  if  by  enchant¬ 
ment;”  and  this  was  taken  as  an  omen  by  the 
French  soldiery,  and  probably  by  Bonaparte  him¬ 
self,  who,  as  well  as  they,  retained  the  superstition 
of  a  vague  belief  in  destiny,  although  he  scorned 
the  superstitions  of  others,  and  had  cast  oft  all 
faith  in  revealed  religion.  The  flotilla  entered  the 
port  safe  and  sound ;  and  the  emperor  went  back 
to  the  camp,  where  the  quasi  classical  sports  and 
amusements  prepared  for  the  soldiers  commenced ; 
and  at  night  the  brilliant  fireworks  which  were  let 
off  rose  in  a  luminous  column  which  was  distinctly 
seen  on  the  opposite  English  coast.* 

From  the  camp  of  Boulogne  Bonaparte  pro¬ 
ceeded  in  great  state  along  the  coast  into  Belgium, 
where  he  met  his  empress,  Josephine;  and  from 
Belgium  he  continued  his  journey  along  the  coun¬ 
try  bordering  on  the  Rhine.  In  whatever  town 
he  stopped,  addresses  were  presented  to  him.  All 
these  orations  carried  flattery  to  an  e.\travagant 
height,  but  the  orator  generally  believed  to  have 
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surpassed  all  his  competitors  was  a  M.  de  la  Chaise, 
prefect  of  Arras  (the  birth-place,  and  long  the 
residence,  of  the  Robespierres),  who  said,  ‘‘  God 
MADE  Bonaparte  and  then  rested!”* 

From  Mayence  Bonaparte  dispatched  to  Rome 
his  aide-de-camp  and  general  of  brigade  Caffarelli, 
to  engage  the  Pope  to  come  in  person  to  Paris  and 
crown  the  new  emperor  in  Notre  Dame,  where 
Napoleon,  as  First  Consul,  had  inaugurated  the 
Concordat.  Caffarelli  appears  to  have  been  chosen 
for  this  delicate  mission  on  account  of  various  qua¬ 
lifications;  he  was  of  Italian  descent;  bespoke 
the  language  well,  having  served  for  some  time  in 
the  Piedmontese  army  of  the  King  of  Sardinia; 
he  had  a  brother  who  had  been  a  priest ;  and  he 
possessed  a  great  deal  of  cunning  and  address. 
The  petty  princes  whose  states  bordered  on  the 
Rhine,  and  whose  fates  were  at  his  disposal  (so 
far  was  Germany  yet  from  the  great  Teutonic  feel¬ 
ing  and  the  unity  of  purpose  which  finished  his 
overthrow)  waited  upon  him  and  abjectly  pro¬ 
strated  themselves  before  him,  engaging,  when 
called  upon,  to  join  their  troops  to  the  victorious 
and  invincible  army  of  their  “  Protector.”  Bona¬ 
parte,  in  fact,  at  this  time  received  the  congratu¬ 
lations  of  all  the  powers  of  Europe  excepting  Eng¬ 
land,  Russia,  and  Sweden  ;  for  Prussia  was  again 
shuffling,  or  playing  a  double  game.  He  returned 
to  St.  Cloud  in  October ;  and  the  poor  defence¬ 
less  old  Pope,  who  knew  what  would  be  the  effect 
of  a  refusal,  and  whose  conclave  of  cardinals  could 
not  withstand  the  arguments  of  the  knowing  Caffa¬ 
relli,  arrived  at  Fontainebleau  in  November.f  For 

*  Thiit  saver  of  many  good  things,  tlie  spirituel  Count  Louis  de 
Narbonne,  wliom  we  last  saw  figuring  us  the  clier  CLUii  ot  the  deStuel, 
and  endeavouring  to  effect  the  liberation  of  the  unfortunate  Louis 
XVI.  and  his  family.aud  who  had  not  yetputonthe  livery  or  entered 
the  service  of  Bonaparte,  is  reported  to  liave  said,  in  rejoinder  to  the 
Prefect  of  Arras's  blasphemous  concetto — “  that  it  would  have  been 
well  if  God  had  rested  a  little  sooner.” 

t  Pius  VII.,  who  w  as  accomptinied  by  six  cardinals,  many  prelates, 
and  two  Roman  princes,  and  who  was  preceded,  as  a  sort  of  avant- 
courier,  by  Bona\iarte's  maternal  uncle,  now  Cardinal  Fesch,  had  a 
long  and  rough  journey  through  Italy,  across  the  Alps,  which  were 
already  covered  with  snow,  and  then  through  nearly  the  whole 
leugth'of  France.  It  is  said  that  the  poor  old  pontiff,  terrified  at  the 
fatigue  to  be  undergone,  would  have  prelerred  making  a  part  ot  the 
journey — from  Civiu  Vecchia  to  Toulon  or  Marseilles — by  sea  ;  but 
that  Caffarelli  dissuaded  him,  “because  of  the  English  cruisers.” 

It  would  have  been  one  comedy  or  contrast  the  more,  if  the  captain 
of  an  English  man  of  war  had  brought  the  Pope  of  Rome  and  his 
cardinals  into  Spithead  or  the  Downs.  How  would  such  an  arrival 
have  affected  George  III.? 

Great  pains  were  taken  by  Bonaparte,  and  are  recorded  in  .admiring 
language  by  his  adherents, 'to  arrange  his  meeting  with  the  pontiff,  so 
th.at  it  should  be  upon  a  footing  of  equality,  or  of  superiority. 
The  meeting  took  place  by  the  road  side,  between  Nemours  aud  Fon¬ 
tainebleau,  opposite  to  an  auberge  aud  jiost  house  called  the  ‘  Half- 
Moon,’  which  stands,  or  w  hich  at  least  stood  a  few  years  ago,  on  the 
top  of  a  hill.  Bonaparte  had  ordered  a  grand  hunting-party  in  the 
forest  of  Fontainebleau;  aud  he  aud  his  suite  galloped  across  the 
road,  as  if  by  mere  chance,  as  the  Pope’s  carriage  drove  up.  Rapp, 
who  had  been  bred  a  Protestant,  laughed  very  heartily  at  the  whole 
contrivance.  "Only  fancy  to  yourself,”  said  he  to Bourrieune,  “  the 
amusing  comedy  that  was  played  off.  After  the  Emperor  aud  the 
Pope  had  well  embraced,  they  went  into  the  same  carriage  ;  and,  in 
order  that  they  might  be  upon  a  footing  of  equality,  it  was  so 
arranged  that  they  entered  at  the  same  time  bj-  opposite  doors.  All 
this  was  settled  beforehand;  but  at  breakfast  the  emperor  himself 
calculated  how  he  should  manage,  without  appearing  to  assume  any¬ 
thing.  to  se.at  himself  on  the  right-hand  side  of  the  pope  ;  and  every¬ 
thing  turned  out  as  he  wished.”  The  rough  Alsacian  Rapp  could  not, 
however,  avoid  being  struck  by  the  fine  benignant  countenance  of 
Pius  VII.  But  Savary  states,  with  evident  satisfaction,  that  the  old 
pontiff  was  made  to  walk  through  the  mud  of  the  road.  After  relat¬ 
ing  the  hunting-match,  and  the  rest  of  the  contrived  scene,  Savary 
says — “The  pope’s  carriage  drew  up;  he  got  out  at  the  left  dour  in 
his  white  costume;  the  ground  was  dirty ;  he  did  notlike  to  stej)  upon 
it  with  his  white  silk  shoes,  but  was  obliged  to  do  so  at  last.  Napoleon 
aligiited  to  receive  him.  They  embraced ;  and  the  emperor’s  carriage, 
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some  short  time  the  mind  of  Bonaparte  and  his 
court  and  government  seemed  to  he  wholly  ab¬ 
sorbed  by  the  coronation.  Once  more  painters 
and  actors  were  called  into  solemn  consultation. 
Ultra-republican  David,  who  had  organised  so 
many  rei)ublican,  and  atheistical,  and  then  the- 
istical  festivals,  and  processions,  and  ceremonies — 
painter  David,  who  had  been  painting  nothing 
but  republican  heroes  of  Greece  and  Rome  in  the 
act  of  killing  kings  and  tyrants,  or  of  immolating 
themselves  for  their  country — David,  of  the  wry- 
mouth  and  starch,  vinegar  countenance,  who  had 
painted  the  great  Marat  in  his  bath,  dying  under 
the  knife  of  Charlotte  Corday ;  who  had  clung 
to  Robespierre  to  the  last,  and  had  threatened 
to  drink  the  hemlock  with  the  “  Incorruptible,” 
hut  had  not  done  it, — was  one  of  the  principal 
organisers  of  this  august  ceremony,  wherein  an 
emperor  was  to  he  crowned  by  the  Priest  of 
Priests  !  [Nor  w'as  this  all :  before  the  old  pope 
quitted  Paris,  David  painted  his  portrait  with  the 
pencil  which  he  had  solemnly  vowed  should  be 
reserved  only  for  the  republican  heroes  of  ancient 
and  of  modern  days.]  Next  to  the  great  David, 
]M.  Isabey,  miniature  ])ainter  in  chief  to  the  impe¬ 
rial  court,  most  distinguished  himself  on  the  pre¬ 
sent  occasion.  Indeed  it  may  be  doubted  whether 
the  man  of  miniatures  did  not  surpass  the  histori¬ 
cal  painter.  The  Emperor  wanted  a  visible  and 
tangible  representation  of  the  coronation  scene— 
“  a  sacre  modelled  in  high  relief” — a  something 
which  should  show  him  how  the  scene  might  be 
arranged  so  as  to  produce  the  most  striking  effect. 
It  W'as  the  practice  of  some  of  the  old  Italian 
masters  and  of  other  painters  to  use  not  merely 
a  lay  figure,  but  also  a  multitude  of  little  figures, 
to  guide  them  in  their  grouping;  yet,  it  ap¬ 
pears  from  that  grand  functionary  M.  Bausset, 
one  of  the  prefects  of  the  imperial  palace,  that 
Bonaparte’s  wish  embarrassed  those  present  at 
the  consultation.  “  But,”  adds  M.  Bausset, 
“the  happy  and  fertile  imagination  of  lil.  Isabey 
inspired  him . He  replied,  with  a  confi¬ 

dent  assurance,  and  to  the  great  astonishment  of 
the  emperor,  that  within  twice  twenty-four  hours 
his  order  should  be  executed.  And  before  return¬ 
ing  to  his  own  house,  M.  Isabey  went  and 
bought  up  in  the  doll-warehouses  all  that  he  could 
find  of  those  little  people  in  w-ood  that  serve  for  the 
amusement  of  infants — z7  alia  acheler  cliez  las 
marchands  da  joiijoux  tout  ca  qn'il  pul  trouver 
de  ces  petits  hnnshnmmes  en  hois  (jui  serveut  d 

I’amusemant  das  enfunts . He  took  them 

home  and  dressed  them  in  paper  of  the  colour  of 
the  costume  of  each  personage  that  was  to  figure  in 
the  ceremonies  of  the  coronation  ;  made  aground- 
plan  of  Notre  Dame,  according  to  a  scale  propor- 

’.vliicli  li.'nl  bt't’n  |)urpO‘i('ly  drivoti  up.  wjis  udvanciut  .t  few  pact's  in 
front  of  tlic  pope's,  as  if  fiom  llie  carelessness  of  tlie  driver  ;  l)nt  men 
were  posleil  to  liolil  tlie  two  doors  oeen  ;  at  tlie  moment  of  i>ettin;;  in 
the  emperor  took  tlie  l  iolit  ilour,  ami  an  udic  'rof  the  court  liaiidetUtie 
pope  to  the  leit;  so  that  they  entered  the  earriaee  l.y  the  two  doors  at 
the  same  instant.  The  emiieror  tinturalli/  seated  liiniself  on  the 
riftht ;  atid  this  tirst  step  decided,  without  tiej'otialion,  the  eii(|nette  to 
iie  observed  dutiiifr  the  wliule  liiue  that  the  pope  was  to  remain  in 
Paris." 
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tionate  to  the  size  of  the  little  puppets ;  and  re¬ 
paired  the  next  morning  to  Napoleon,  who  hastened 
to  demand  from  him  his  designs.  ‘  Sire,’  re¬ 
plied  Isabev,  ‘  I  bring  you  something  better  than 
designs;’  and  then  he  unrolled  his  plan,  })ro- 
duced  his  dolls,  and  put  them  into  the  positions 
they  were  to  occupy  during  the  Jirst  ceremony, 
having  written  the  name  of  each  personage  at  the 
bottom  of  each  doll.  This  first  action  or  ceremony 
was  the  reception,  under  the  dais,  at  the  door  of 
the  cathedral.  The  emperor  was  so  well  satis¬ 
fied  that  he  instantly  summoned  all  those  who 
were  to  take  part  in  the  eclat  of  this  grand  occa¬ 
sion.  The  rehearsals — las  repetitions — were  made 
in  the  salon  of  the  emperor,  and  upon  a  great 
table.  One  ceremony  only,  more  complicated  than 
the  rest,  exacted  a  real  rehearsal  or  repetition  {i.e., 
not  ivitk  Isahey’s  dolls,  but  with  living  men  and 
ivomen').  It  took  place  in  the  grand  gallery  of 
Diana  in  the  Tuileries,  according  to  a  plan  chalked 
on  the  floor.  Isabey  had  put  all  possible  taste  into 
the  habiliments  of  his  puppets ;  and  he  covered, 
by  his  talent,  the  ridiculous  side  of  these  designs 
in  relievo.  The  clergy,  the  dames  of  the  court, 
the  princesses,  the  emperor,  the  pope  himself,  -were 
costumed  in  the  most  exact  and  most  suitable  man¬ 
ner.”  The  thing  was  private,  and  perhaps,  even 
if  done  in  the  face  of  day,  it  would  not  have  made 
the  same  impression  on  the  French  people;  yet  it 
should  seem  that  it  was  as  much  of  an  omen,  at  the 
least,  as  the  sudden  sunshine  and  calm  that  greeted 
Bonaparte  hy  the  sea-beach  at  Boulogne  ;  and  that 
Isabey’s  moveable  ground-plan,  and  his  dolls  or 
puppets  for  clergy,  dames,  grandees,  emperor,  and 
pope,  were  typical  of  the  phantasmagoric  raree- 
show  nature  of  the  Napoleonic  empire. 

Bonaparte  determined  that  Josephine  should  be 
crowned  with  him.  But  here  there  arose  a  difficulty. 
The  revolutionists  had  made  marriage  a  simple 
civil  contract,  to  be  performed  in  the  presence  of 
two  witnesses  before  a  civil  magistrate  :  the  Catholic 
church  holds  marriage  to  be  one  of  its  seven  sa¬ 
craments,  which  can  only  be  performed  by  a  priest. 
Now,  General  Bonaparte  and  the  fair  widow'  of 
the  guillotined  vicomte  had  been  married  in  the 
former  yvny,  d  la  republicauie ;  and  they  had  not 
called  in  (which  they  might  have  done)  a  Catholic 
priest  to  confirm  the  civil  ceremony  and  sanctify 
it.  At  the  time  they  were  married,  indeed,  few 
persons  considered  the  religious  ceremony  at  all 
necessary  :  people  got  married  and  unmarried 
with  so  much  facility,  and  in  so  simple  a  man¬ 
ner,  that  the  exaggeration  is  merely  verbal  which 
states  that  the  republican  marriage  ceremony  was 
completed  by  dancing  round  a  tree  of  liberty, 
and  that  the  divorce  was  effected  by  dancing 
round  the  same  tree  of  liberty  backwards.  But 
the  pope  protested  that  he  could  not  depart 
from  the  canons  of  the  church,  and  anoint,  and 
consecrate,  and  give  the  sacrament  to  a  lady 
who  had  not  been  canonically  married.  He  de¬ 
clared  that  he  had  made  every  kind  of  concession 
in  things  merely  temporal,  but  that  this  he  could 
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not  do.  He  wished  tliat  the  marriage  should  be 
celebrated  legitimately,  or  according  to  the  forms 
of  the  Catholic  church.  This  was  oil  the  very  eve 
of  the  coronation.  Bonaparte  fell  into  one  of  his 
furies  ;  but  the  old  pontifl’  was  not  to  be  moved  : — 
the  marriage  must  be  sanctified  by  the  churcli,  and 
he  must  have  the  assurance  that  the  benediction  of 
a  priest  had  been  given  to  it,  or  be  would  not 
officiate  at  the  coronation.  The  emperor’s  uncle 
stepped  in  as  moderator,  showing  that  the  pope’s 
scruple  might  be  removed  without  any  public 
scene.  At  eleven  o’clock  at  night  a  temporary 
chapel  or  altar  was  prepared  in  the  private  apart¬ 
ments  of  the  emperor,  in  a  little  cabinet  adjoining 
his  bed-chamber;  and  there,  at  midnight,  Bona¬ 
parte  and  Josephine,  or  the  emperor  and  empress, 
received  the  nuptial  benediction  from  Cardinal 
Fesch,  none  being  present  except  M.  Portalis, 
minister  for  the  department  of  religion,  and  Duroc, 
the  grand  marshal  of  the  palace.  The  rest  of  the 
Tuileries,  or  of  the  world,  for  that  present,  knew 
nothing  of  the  matter;  but  the  cardinal  uncle 
waited  upon  the  head  of  the  Catholic  church  to  in¬ 
form  him  that  the  marriage  had  been  celebrated 
according  to  the  canons,  and  thereupon  the  pope 
agreed  to  crown  Josephine  the  august  empress.* 
Some  weeks  before  this  time  a  circular  letter 
had  been  addressed  by  the  emperor  to  all  such  as 
from  their  employment  or  situation  were  e.vpected 
to  attend  in  Notre  Dame,  This  circular  said  that, 
“  Divine  Providence,  and  the  constitutions  of  the 
empire,  having  placed  the  imperial  hereditary  dig¬ 
nity”  in  his  family,  he  had  fixed  the  2nd  of  De¬ 
cember  for  tbe  ceremony  of  his  sacre  and  corona¬ 
tion  ;  that  he  could  have  wished  on  this  august 
occasion  to  have  collected  on  one  single  point  the 
universality  of  citizens  composing  the  French 
nation;  but  that,  as  this  was  impossible,  he  desired 
that  the  most  distinguished  of  the  citizens  should 
be  present,  and  hear  him  take  the  oath  to  the  French 
people,  &c.  The  circular  concluded  v/ith  naming 
the  day  by  which  these  most  distinguished  citizens 
must  be  in  Paris,  and  announce  their  arrival  to  his 
grand  master  of  the  ceremonies ;  and  by  praying 
God,  in  the  old  style,  to  have  them  in  his  holy 
keeping.  For  weeks  before  the  coronation  every 
(lili(jence  that  arrived  from  the  departments  was 
stuti'ed  full  of  tbe  most  distinguished  citizens — 
members  of  the  departmental  councils,  mayors, 
municipals,  justices  of  the  peace,  members  of  the 
civil  and  criminal  courts,  deputations  from  the 
cities,  &c.  &c. — a  strange  set,  according  to  the  wits 
of  Paris,  and  in  good  part  (for  the  poorest  and 
remotest  departments  were  obliged  to  send  some 
one)  rustical,  poor,  and  parsimonious.  But  there 
was  no  want  of  a  more  brilliant  attendance:  there 
were  princes  and  palatines  from  the  Rhine ; 
princes,  dukes,  marquises,  and  counts  from  Italy  ; 

*  Capofigiie,  who  states  that  he  received  this  infornivatiun  from 
Count  KnUilis,  the  son  of  llie  Minisire  des  Culte^.,  one  of  the  wit¬ 
nesses  ])resent  at  the  midnight  marriage. 

^VUen,  in  lion.ipaite  divorced  Josephine,  tlie  delect  of  publi¬ 

city— llie  secret,  n<H;turual,  and  irregular  mamier  in  which  tli«  cere¬ 
mony  was  performed — was  cited  as  one  of  the  volid  grouiuls  for  an¬ 
nulling  the  marriage  I 


there  was  a  thin  sprinkling  of  Spanish  grandees  ; 
and  no  inconsiderable  number  of  the  ancient  no¬ 
blesse  of  France,  mixed  with  the  new  noblesse  of 
Bonaparte’s  creation,  with  his  marshals,  generals, 
dignitaries  of  tbe  Legion  of  Honour,  and  with  the 
Jacobin  civilians,  ministers,  and  statesmen,  who 
had  doffed  the  Jacobin  carmagnole  jacket  and 
red  flannel  nightcaps,  and  had  bedizened  themselves 
in  plumed  hats  and  court-cut  coats  half  covered 
with  gold  lace.  Of  all  sorts  there  was  enough  and 
to  spare.  Paris  bad  never  been  so  crammed  as  it 
was  on  tbe  2nd  of  December,  1804,  the  grand  co¬ 
ronation  day.*  The  ceremony  itself  was  a  mixture 
of  tbe  old  sacre  of  the  kings  of  the  Bourbon  line, 
and  of  tbe  more  ancient  coronation  of  the  Emperor 
Charlemagne,  to  whom  Bonaparte  wished  to  assi¬ 
milate  himself.  We  can  only  find  room  for  a  few 
novelties  and  detached  particulars.  As  at  the  Con¬ 
cordat,  the  mass  of  the  spectators,  and  even  of  those 
engaged  in  the  solemn  ceremonial,  were  very  far 
from  having  any  solemn  feeling.  It  was  a  day  for 
making  puns  and  bons-mots  ;  and  many  good  ones 
were  made.  The  first  shrill  laugh  of  tbe  Parisians 
was  excited  by  the  sight  of  tbe  ppe’s  mule,  which 
preceded  the  holy  father’s  carriage,  mounted  by  a 
chamberlain  carrying  a  Roman  cross.  The  dress 
of  the  cardinals,  their  crimson  stockings,  and  the 
pope’s  embroidered  silk  shoes,  furnished  food  for 
more  remark  and  merriment ;  but  most  of  all  those 
mocking-birds  laughed  at  the  cumbrous  gauds 
and  the  awkward  tournure  of  new-made  dames  du 
palais  and  ladies  of  honour.  jMarshal  Serrurier 
carried  on  a  cushion  the  ring  of  the  empress ; 
Marshal  Moncey  her  mantle  ;  Marshal  Murat  her 
crown ;  and  her  sisters-in-law,  Pauline  and  Caro¬ 
line,  supported  Josephine’s  train.  Marshal  Kel- 
lerrnann  carried  the  crown  of  Charlemagne,  Mar¬ 
shal  Perignon  his  old  sceptre.  Marshal  Lefevre  his 
great  sword.  Marshal  Bernadotte  the  collar  of  gold 
of  the  Legion  of  Honour;  Beauharnais,  Jose- 
])hine’s  son,  the  imperial  ring ;  and  Marshal  Ber- 
thier  bore  the  symbolical  globe  and  cross.  Then 
came  Bonaparte  covered  with  the  imperial  mantle, 
and  carrving  in  his  band  the  sceptre  and  the  hand 
of  justice.  At  the  grand  entrance  of  Notre  Dame 
a  cardinal  presented  the  holy  water;  and  the 
canons  of  the  cathedral  held  the  dais  or  haldaqnin 
over  the  head  of  Napoleon.  The  pope  approached 


*  In  1195,  wlicn  lionap.nrte  was  payinj;  his  court  to  Madame  de 
ieauliamais,  lie  ircqnciUly  walked  ahout  the  streets  of  1  arts  with 

or.  on  business  as  M  ell  as  on  pleasure,  neither  of  t 

ich  euousih  to  keen  a  carriage.  One  day  thev  walked  together  to  the 
louseol'a  lawyer,  or  notavy-pnhUc.  called  Kagindean,  a  person  in 

.hose  indgment  and  adrice-lorephiue  placed  groat  conlidence.  The 

advwentidoue  into  Kagnidean’s  study,  leaving  her  admirer  m  an 
dioining  room.  The  intervening  door  did  not  shut  close,  or,  which 
i  quite  as  prolmhle,  llonaparte  put  his  ear  to  the  key  hole.  He 
islinctly  heard  .losephinc  acquaint  her  adviser  of  her  mien tiun  to 
•lariy  the  voiiiig  general  of  artillery,  tlie  protege  ot  Director  Bartus; 
nd  ho  as  distinctlv  heard  the  notary  say,  ‘  Madame,  you  are  going 
0  take  a  verv  wrong  step,  and  one  that  yon  wi  be  sorry  lor.  But 
an  vou  really  he  so  mad  as  to  marry  a  young  tellow  who  has  nothiiij, 
art  ills  cloak  and  his  sword?”  Bonaparte  never  ment.oneil  o  his 
ristress,  or  his  wile,  that  he  had  overheard  Uiese  woids.  But  to  hei 
sto.iishmeiit,  on  the  morning  of  the  coronation  day,  when  Josephine 
,as  -ditlering  with  dianiovids,  and  dressed  in  imperial  robes,  he  do- 
ireifthat  llaguidean  might  be  sent  lor;  and  when  the  notary  ap- 
eiVredl  he  said  to  him.  ‘-Well!  Kaguideau.  have  I  nothing  but  my 
lojik  iiud  mv  sword  now  ?  ”  ^  i  *  i 

Bournenne  says  that  this  truly  charactcrisUc  anecdote  was  related 
3  him  hy  Josepidne  lievseU. 
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Coronation  of  Napot-eon. 


the  altar,  and  led  off  the  psalm,  “  Veni,  Creator  !” 
The  emperor  and  empress  knelt  as  if  to  pray ; 
and  ^vhen  they  rose,  the  late  Third  Consul 
Lebrun,  and  the  late  Second  Consul  Cambaceres, 
Joseph  Bonaparte,  M.  Talleyrand,  and  others,  had 
several  functions  to  perform,  such  as  taking  one 
of  the  regalia  and  giving  another,  changing  the 
mantle,  and  the  like.  When  the  Veni  Creator 
was  terminated,  the  pope,  approaching  the  em¬ 
peror,  demanded,  on  the  book  of  the  Evangelists, 
whether  he  professed  Catholicism  ;  and  the  em¬ 
peror  replied,  with  a  firm  voice,  Pro/iteor.  Then 
the  cardinals  and  French  archbishops  approached, 
made  a  profound  reverence,  and  accompanied  the 
sovereigns  to  the  foot  of  the  altar.  In  the  midst 
of  a  cloud  of  sweet-smelling  incense,  the  pontiff 
anointed  the  emperor,  who  submitted  to  this  per- 
formauce  with  evident  impatience,  and  gave  his 
benediction  to  the  crowns,  to  the  sword,  and  to  the 
imperial  mantles.  The  chanted  mass  went  on ; 
and  after  the  elevation  of  the  host  Pius  VI 1.  ad¬ 
vanced,  with  solemn  steps  and  slow',  to  place  the 
crown  which  he  had  blessed  on  the  head  of  Napo¬ 
leon.  But  not  even  from  the  head  of  the  Catholic 
church  would  Bonaparte  consent  to  receive  that 
symbol  of  sovereignty  :  with  one  of  his  impetuous 
gestures,  he  snatched  the  crown  from  the  pope, 
and  ])ut  it  on  his  head  with  his  own  hands.  A 
smile  of  resignation  was  all  that  could  be  per¬ 
ceived  on  the  venerable,  mild  countenance  of  the 
pontiff.  On  a  sign  given  by  Bonaparte,  Josephine 
kneeled,  and  her  husband,  with  his  own  hands, 
put  also  the  diadem  on  her  head.  The  pope  then 


accompanied  the  emperor  to  an  elevated  throne, 
kissed  him  on  the  cheek,  and  then  cried  with  a 
feeble  and  inarticulate  voice,  Vivat  Imperator 
IN  A2TERNUM.  And  then,  all  present  in  that  crowded 
Gothic  cathedral  shouted,  “  Long  live  the  Em¬ 
peror  !  Long  live  the  Empress  !”  That  the  per¬ 
formance  might  be  complete,  that  none  of  the  rites 
used  in  crowning  the  old  king  might  be  wanting, 
the  unbelieving  Napoleon  took  the  communion 
with  his  wife,  w’ho  sat  by  the  side  of  the  throne  on 
a  simple  fauteuil.  A  grand  Te  Beum  was  sung 
to  French  music,  wdiich  distressed  the  sensitive 
ears  of  the  Italians  ;  and  at  the  end  of  the  cere¬ 
mony  the  New  Testament,  or  the  book  of  the 
Evangelists,  being  presented  to  the  Emperor  on 
the  throne,  he  took  off  his  glove,  and  pronounced 
his  coronation  oath,  with  his  hand  upon  the  sacred 
book.  “The  whole  affair,”  says  one  that  was  pre¬ 
sent,  “  w'as  exactly  like  a  theatrical  representation, 
for  all  the  parts  had  been  studied  beforehand  ;  and 
we  had  even  had  several  general  rehearsals  at  the 
palace,  where,  by  the  Emperor’s  orders,  M.  Isabey 
had  modelled  a  sacre  in  high-relief  to  serve  as  a 
guide.  Messieurs  the  masters  of  the  ceremonies 
played  the  parts  of  prompters,  they  being  charged 
with  the  duty  of  reminding  each  of  the  great  per¬ 
sons  figuring  in  the  august  ceremony,  as  to  w  here 
he  was  to  go,  and  what  he  was  to  do.”*  The  grand 

•  Memoires  do  Mademoiselle  Avrillion,  premiere*  femme-de-cham- 
bre  a  rim]ieraliice  Josephine,  &e. 

These  memoirs,  like  the  vast  majority  of  the  books  of  the  kind, 
bear  evidence  of  havin;;  been  “  touclicd  up”  by  some  professional 
Hllerateur  of  Paris.  Hut  the  groundwork  looks  like  truth.  The  de¬ 
moiselle  really  filled  the  close  confidential  post  in  the  household  of 
Josephine  mentioned  on  the  title-page,  and  must  have  had  many  op- 
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finale  was  performed  by  heralds,  who,  turning  to¬ 
wards  the  four  quarters  of  the  hemisphere,  pro¬ 
claimed  that  the  “  thrice  glorious  and  thrice  august 
Napoleon,  Emperor  of  the  Freneh,  was  crowned 
and  installed.”  It  is  said  that  a  few  low  Jacobin 
murmurs  were  heard,  and  that  the  countenances  of 
Augereau  and  Bernadotte  w-ere  clouded ;  but  the 
whispers  were  drowned  in  the  general  aeclama- 
tions,  and  in  the  roar  of  one  hundred  and  one 
pieces  of  artillery. 

The  day  after  the  coronation,  all  the  troops  in 
Paris  were  assembled  in  the  Champ  de  Mars, 
which  had  witnessed  so  many  republican  celebra¬ 
tions  and  oath-takings,  in  order  that  imperial  eagles 
might  he  distributed  to  the  regiments,  in  lieu  of 
the  national  flags.  Near  where  the  altar  of  the 
country  and  the  plaster  figure  of  Liberty  had  once 
stood,  and  in  front  of  the  military  school,  where 
Bonaparte  had  lived  for  some  time  an  unfriended 
poor  student — so  poor  that  he  could  share  in  none 
of  the  luxuries,  or  comforts,  or  amusements  of  his 
fellow-students — a  splendid  throne  was  erected ; 
and  at  a  given  signal,  all  the  columns  closed  and 
approached  that  throne  ;  and  then  Bonaparte, 
rising,  ordered  the  eagles  to  be  distributed,  saying, 
“  Soldiers,  behold  your  standards.  These  eagles 
will  always  he  your  rallying-point.  They  will 
always  he  where  your  emperor  may  think  it  ne¬ 
cessary  for  the  defence  of  his  throne  and  his  people. 
Swear  to  sacrifice  your  lives  in  defending  them. 
Swear,  by  your  courage,  to  keep  them  constantly 
in  the  path  of  victory.  Swear!”  The  enthusiasm 
was  as  great  as  it  had  been  at  the  camp  of 
Boulogne. 

There  now  followed  a  rapid  creation  of  nobility  ; 
for  to  make  titles  was  easy  work  after  what  Bona¬ 
parte  had  done,  and  it  was  his  habit  to  do  all 
things  in  masses  or  by  heaps.  Princes,  dukes, 
counts,  barons,  started  up  as  by  a  touch  of  harle¬ 
quin’s  wand.  It  was  so  very  easy,  too,  to  over¬ 
come  the  scruples  of  the  ex-republicans,  Jacobins, 
and  sans-culottes.  “You  began  your  revolution,” 
said  the  emperor,  “  in  order  to  overthrow  the 
castes  and  privileged  ranks  above  you,  and  in 
order  that  you  might  stand  on  a  footing  of  equality 
with  the  old  noblesse.  I  will  give  you  something 
better  than  equality — I  will  establish  inequality  in 
your  favour.  The  Montmorencys,  the  Tremouilles, 
and  all  those  ancient  families,  are  now  legally 
nothing  in  the  state  but  simple  bourgeois,  for  the 
titles  of  the  ancient  regime  and  the  high  places  at 
court  shall  be  possessed  by  men  of  the  meanest 
names,  if  it  so  pleases  the  emperor  !”* 

It  was  not  surprising  that  Bonaparte  should 
hate  the  negroes.  That  imitative  race,  the  blacks 
of  St.  Domingo,  who  had  so  amusingly  parodied 
the  republic  and  the  consulate,  now  parodied  the 
empire.  The  negro  Dessalines,  who,  for  the  pre- 

portunities  of  acquiring  curious  information,  particularly  as  to  the 
domestic  scenes  which  passed  between  Bonaparte  and  his  (irst  wile. 
Her  Utile  l)ook  is,  at  the  very  least,  as  worthy  of  being  used  as  his¬ 
torical  evidence  as  is  the  voluminous  rhodomontade  of  Junot’s  wife, 
or  Duchess  of  Ahranies,  which  lias  been  so  often  and  so  inconsi¬ 
derately  cited  in  grave  works. 

*  Madame  de  Stael,  Considerations. 
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sent,  had  taken  the  start  of  Christophe,  and  had 
succeeded  to  the  power  of  Toussaint-Louverture,  as 
soon  as  he  heard  of  Bonaparte’s  move,  and  of  the 
deliberations  of  the  tribunate,  corps  legislatif,  and 
senate  at  Paris,  caused  himself  to  be  elected  and 
proclaimed  emperor,  and,  as  soon  as  the  lists  of  the 
French  peerage-batches  reached  him,  this  negro 
emperor  began  making  hatches  of  his  own,  and 
copying  the  imperial  court  at  the  Tuileries  with  all 
its  titles,  appendages,  and  rigorous  etiquette.  The 
white  emperor  was  furious  at  his  black  imitator ; 
and  the  malicious  English  newspapers,  which  he 
still  continued  to  have  translated  to  him,  would  not 
let  so  happy  a  subject  drop  very  soon. 

Shortly  after  his  coronation,  Bonaparte  ad¬ 
dressed  another  letter  to  George  III.  personally, 
under  the  title  of  “  Sir,  and  Brother.”  The  pro¬ 
fessed  object  of  this  epistle,  wdiich  was  very  difl'er- 
ent  from  its  real  object,  was  to  prove  that  France 
and  England  ought  to  be  at  peace  ;  and  that  he,  the 
emperor,  was  weary  of  war.  The  letter,  which  was 
dated  the  2nd  of  January,  1805,  was  to  this  effect : 
— “  Called  to  the  throne  of  France  by  Providence, 
and  the  suft'rages  of  the  senate,  the  people,  and 
the  arm}',  my  first  sentiment  is  a  wish  for  peace. 
France  and  England  abuse  their  prosperity.  They 
may  contend  for  ages ;  but  do  their  governments  well 
fulfil  the  most  sacred  of  their  duties,  and  will  not 
so  much  blood,  shed  uselessly,  and  without  a  view 
to  any  end,  condemn  them  in  their  own  consciences? 

I  consider  it  no  disgrace  to  make  the  first  step.  I 
have,  I  hope,  sufficiently  proved  to  the  world  that 
I  fear  none  of  the  chances  of  w'ar  ;  it,  besides,  pre¬ 
sents  nothing  that  I  need  fear :  peace  is  the  wish 
of  my  heart,  but  war  has  never  been  inconsistent 
with  my  glory.  I  conjure  your  majesty  not  to 
deny  yourself  the  hap|)iness  of  giving  peace  to  the 
world,  nor  to  leave  that  sweet  satisfaction  to  your 
children  :  for  certainly  there  never  was  a  more 
fortunate  opportunity,  nor  a  moment  more  favour¬ 
able,  to  silence  all  the  passions,  and  listen  only  to 
the  sentiments  of  humanity  and  reason.  This  mo¬ 
ment  once  lost,  what  end  can  be  assigned  to  a  war 
which  all  my  efforts  will  not  be  able  to  terminate? 
Your  majesty  has  gained  more  within  ten  years, 
both  in  territory  and  riches,  than  the  whole  extent 
of  Europe.  Your  nation  is  at  the  highest  point  of 
prosperity  ;  what  can  it  hope  from  war  ? — To  form 
a  coalition  with  some  powers  of  the  Continent? — 
The  Continent  will  remain  tranquil  :  acoalition  can 
only  increase  the  preponderance  and  continental 
greatness  of  France.  To  renew  intestine  troubles? 
— The  times  are  no  longer  the  same.  To  destroy 
our  finances  ? — Finances  founded  on  a  flourishing 
agriculture  can  never  be  destroyed.  To  take  from 
France  her  colonies? — The  colonies  are  to  France 
only  a  secondary  object ;  and  does  not  your  majesty 
already  possess  more  than  you  know'  how  to  pre¬ 
serve  ?  If  your  majesty  would  but  reflect,  you  must 
perceive  that  the  w'ar  is  without  an  object,  without 
any  presumable  result  to  yourself.  Alas !  what  a 
melancholy  prospect  to  cause  two  nations  to  fight 
merely  for  the  sake  of  fighting.  The  world  is  suf- 
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ficiently  large  for  our  two  nations  to  live  in  it,  and 
reason  is  sufficiently  powerful  to  discover  means  of 
reconciling  everything,  when  the  wish  for  recon¬ 
ciliation  exists  on  both  sides.  I  have,  however, 
fulblled  a  sacred  duty,  and  one  which  is  precious 
to  my  heart.  I  trust  your  majesty  will  believe  in 
the  sincerity  of  my  sentiments,  and  my  wish  to  give 
you  every  proof  of  it,  &c. — Napoleon.”  The  king 
of  England’s  answer  was  returned  in  a  diplomatic 
note,  addressed  by  Lord  Mulgrave,  our  secretary  of 
state  for  foreign  affairs,  to  Talleyrand,  who  con¬ 
tinued  to  till  that  office  in  France.  Bonaparte’s 
string  of  truisms  was  met  with  the  general  declara¬ 
tion  that  there  was  no  object  which  his  Britannic 
majesty  had  more  at  heart  than  to  avail  himself  of 
the  first  opportunity  to  procure  the  advantages  of  a 
peace  founded  on  bases  not  incompatible  with  the 
permanent  security  and  essential  inteiests  of  his 
dominions  ;  but  that  he  was  persuaded  that  this  end 
could  only  be  attained  by  arrangements  which 
might  at  the  same  time  provide  for  the  future  safety 
and  tranquillity  of  Europe.  But  these  general  ex¬ 
pressions  were  followed  by  something  more  special 
— by  something  very  like  a  direct  intimation  of  the 
European  coalition,  which  was  forming,  notwith¬ 
standing  Bonaparte’s  assurance  that  the  Continent 
would  remain  tranquil.  “  His  majesty  feels  it  is 
impossible,”  said  the  letter,  “for  him  to  answer 
more  particularly  to  the  overture  that  has  been 
made  him,  till  he  has  had  time  to  communicate 
with  the  powers  on  the  Continent,  with  w  hom  he  is 
engaged  in  confidential  connexions  and  relations, 
and  particularly  the  Emperor  of  Russia,  who  has 
given  the  strongest  proofs  of  the  wisdom  and  eleva¬ 
tion  of  the  sentiments  with  Avhich  he  is  animated, 
and  the  lively  interest  which  he  takes  in  the  safety 
and  independence  of  the  Continent.”  But  without 
this  intimation  Bonaparte  knew  well  that  a  storm 
w'as  gathering  in  the  North  ;  and  instead  of  wish¬ 
ing  to  avoid  it,  he  Avas  eager  to  confront  it,  having 
greatly  miscalculated  the  military  means  of  the 
young  Czar,  and  the  valour  and  steadiness  of  the 
Russian  troops ;  and  he  had  counted  confidently 
on  an  easy  triumph  over  the  Calmuc  and  Cossack 
hordes.  He  could  never  have  expected  that  the 
King  of  England  Avould  himself  have  ansAvered 
his  vague  letter,  and  give  him  back  the  “  Sir,  and 
Brother  if  he  knew  anything  of  the  British  con¬ 
stitution,  he  must  have  known  that  the  king  could 
not  answer  it;  and,  if  even  Lord  Mulgrave’s  note 
had  intimated  an  eagerness  to  treat,  he  would  have 
been  embarrassed  by  it.  All  that  he  Avanted  Avas 
to  seize  the  opportunity  of  addressing  George  HI. 
as  an  equal ;  to  give  the  French  people  to  believe 
that  he  Avished  for  peace, — that  he  Avas  desirous  of 
commencing  his  empire  with  pacific  negotiations  ; 
and  to  throw  the  blame  of  the  continuance  of  the 
Avar  on  the  implacable  hatred  of  England.  It  was, 
indeed,  his  common  practice  to  reverse  the  old 
adage,  “If  you  Avant  peace,  seem  ready  for  Avar,” 
into.  If  you  want  war,  seem  ready  for  ])eace.  He 
submitted  Lord  Mulgrave’s  note,  and  a  copy  of  his 
own  letter,  to  the  corps  legislatif;  and  then  pub¬ 


lished  them  both  in  the  Moniteur,  with  appropri¬ 
ate  comments.*  The  same  official  paper,  for  Avhich 
Bonaparte  frequently  wrote  or  dictated  himself, 
had  continued  to  deal  out  satire  and  ridicule  on  the 
sovereigns  of  Russia  and  Sweden,  in  retaliation  for 
their  remarks  and  remonstrances  on  the  murder  of 
the  Duke  d’Enghien  ;  the  Emperor  Alexander,  after 
some  angry  notes,  had  suspended  nearly  all  diplo¬ 
matic  intercourse  Avith  Paris,  and  had  invited  other 
princes  of  the  House  of  Bourbon  to  join  Louis 
XVIII.  in  his  states;  and  the  King  of  Sweden  had 
recalled  his  ambassador  from  Paris,  and,  in  a  public 
note  delivered  to  the  French  envoy  at  Stockholm, 
he  had  expressed  his  surprise  at  “  the  indecent  and 
ridiculous  insolencies  Avhich  Monsieur  Napoleon 
Bonaparte  had  permitted  to  be  inserted  in  the 
Moniteur.”  Moreover,  both  Alexander  and  Gus- 
tavus.had  demanded  compensation  for  the  King  of 
Sardinia,  the  evacuation  of  the  kingdom  of  Naples, 
and  respect  to  the  neutrality  of  the  states  of  the 
Germanic  body,  with  the  pledge  and  assurance  that 
such  violations  of  the  territory  as  had  taken  place 
in  Baden  and  in  other  weak  states  should  not  be 
repeated. 

The  rights  of  neutral  states  and  the  law  of  na¬ 
tions  had  been  most  flagrantly  violated  in  numerous 
instances  in  the  summer  and  autumn  of  1804. 
Two  or  three  of  these  cases  will  serve  to  show  in 
Avhat  temj)er  the  British  government  must  have 
received  tlie  ncAv  emperor’s  insidious  letter.  Ever 
since  the  rupture  of  the  peace  of  Amiens  Bona¬ 
parte  had  been  complaining  that  the  British  am¬ 
bassadors,  envoys,  and  other  diplomatic  agents 
resident  at  the  different  courts  and  states  of  Eu¬ 
rope,  were  only  on  the  Continent  to  create  him 
enemies  among  his  neighbours,  and  to  encourage 
and  promote  insurrections  and  conspiracies  in  the 
interior  of  France,  Avith  assassination  plots  directed 
against  his  OAvn  person.  Even  after  his  own  inti¬ 
mate  conviction  that  the  Duke  d'Enghien  Avas  in 
no  plot  at  all,  and  was  not  a  man  capable  of  enter¬ 
taining  for  an  instant  any  notion  of  leaguing  him¬ 
self  Avith  assassins,  he  gave  out  that  the  unfortunate 
prince  had  been  so  leagued,  and  that  sundry 
English  diplomatists  Avere  leagued  with  him, 
having  urged  the  prince  to  rush  into  the  foul  con¬ 
spiracy,  and  having  furnished  him  with  money  for 
the  purpose.  It  is  quite  certain  that  our  diplo¬ 
matists  were  not  on  the  Continent  to  make  friends 
for  this  overbearing  insolent  foe  of  their  country 
and  of  Europe  ;  and  it  Avas  a  part  of  their  duty — 
a  duty  not  in  itself  very  agreeable,  yet  one  recog¬ 
nised  in  the  law  or  common  practice  of  war — to 
encourage  the  Bourbon  royalists  and  other  disaf¬ 
fected  classes  in  France,  and  to  embarrass  by  in¬ 
ternal  commotions  the  enemy  that  was  threatening 
to  invade  England,  and  that  had  long  kept  an  im¬ 
mense  army  in  sight  of  our  coast.  Bonaparte 
himself  had  done  something  more  than  this  in 
Ireland,  and  that  too  at  a  time  when  there  Avas 

•  Uord  MulBriAve’s  note  aviis  dated  on  the  Wth  of  Jan\inry,  1805. 
It  was  submitted  to  the  corps  16gislatif_  on  ^tlie  and  of  February  of 
tliat  year. 
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peace  between  him  and  Great  Britain.  There  I 
never  was  a  belligerent  power  but  attempted  to 
maintain  communications  with  such  malcontents 
as  might  exist  in  the  hostile  nation :  a  large  part 
of  the  history  of  European  wars  is  filled  with  such 
proceedings;  and  no  power  had  ever  dealt  more 
largely  in  them  than  France.  It  was  the  same 
before  the  Revolution  as  after  it ;  it  was  the  same 
under  Louis  XIV.  and  Louis  XV.  as  under  First 
Consul  or  Emperor  Napoleon.  Even  Louis  XVI. 
had  been  led  to  intrigue  and  correspond  with  our 
disaffected  American  colonies  previously  to  any 
declaration  of  war  against  England  ;  and  when 
war  was  declared,  the  one  great  object  of  his  go¬ 
vernment  was  to  encourage  and  aid  the  revolted 
subjects  of  George  III.  But  in  performing  the 
duty  imposed  upon  them,  or  in  communicating 
with  the  French  partisans  of  the  House  of  Bour¬ 
bon,  no  English  minister,  envoy,  or  agent  ever 
contemplated  the  employing  or  encouraging  of 
assassins.  The  imputation  of  the  crime  is  a  mon¬ 
strosity  ;  but  two  or  three  of  them  appear  to  have 
committed  the  folly  of  admitting  to  their  confidence 
secret  agents  who  w'ere  in  the  pay  of  Bonaparte’s 
police,  or  who,  to  gain  credit  with  their  em¬ 
ployers,  gave  a  false  colouring  to  the  confidential 
information  they  obtained.  The  most  notorious 
and  successful  of  these  agents  was  Mehee  de  la 
Touche,  a  man  who  had  been  cradled,  and  nursed, 
and  nourished  in  intrigue.  He  was  the  son  of  a 
quack  surgeon  of  Neufchatel,  and  had  in  his  early 
days  been  a  bookseller  in  that  anomalous  state.  He 
had  resided  a  long  time  in  Russia  and  in  Poland 
— the  latter  an  eternal  hotbed  of  political  intrigue — 
as  a  secret  agent  of  the  French  government.  In 
1'792  he  was  driven  out  of  Poland  by  the  Russian 
government ;  and  then  hastening  to  Paris,  he  found 
employment  and  promotion  from  the  Jacobins 
who  were  managing  the  Revolution.  He  became 
one  of  the  secretaries  to  the  terrible  commune  of 
the  10th  of  August;  and  in  that  capacity  he  signed 
some  of  those  papers  which  led  to  the  September 
massacres.  When  the  sections  of  Paris  were  deli¬ 
berating  on  the  form  of  government  they  should 
demand  from  the  Convention,  he  wrote  and  signed 
a  note  stating  that,  if  ever  a  king  or  anything  re¬ 
sembling  a  king  should  present  itself  in  France, 
and  daggers  should  be  w'anted  to  dispatch  it,  he 
had  a  poignard,  and  would juse  it  for  liberty  and 
his  country.  Notwithstanding  all  this  he  fell  into 
the  category  of  the  suspecta,  and  was  lying  in 
prison  when  Robespierre  fell.  He  then  united 
himself  with  Tallien,  and  became  the  author  of 
numerous  pamphlets  directed  against  the  Robes- 
pierrists  and  Jacobins.  But  when  Tallien  and 
his  party  were  falling,  he  united  himself  with  Real, 
and  edited,  with  that  deeply-dyed  villain,  who  since 
then  had  risen  to  such  high  eminence,  a  political 
journal.  Under  the  Directory  he  attained  the  post 
of  first  secretary  in  the  foreign  office ;  but  his  evil 
reputation  soon  drove  him  from  that  place  ;  and 
he  setup  another  newspaper,  called  ‘The  Journal 
of  Freemen.’  Having  written  against  the  priests 


at  the  time  when  Bonaparte  was  making  his  Con¬ 
cordat,  he  was  arrested  by  an  order  of  the  Consul’s, 
in  which  he  was  described  as  “  a  bloody  Septem- 
brizer ;”  and  without  any  trial  he  was  deported  to 
Oleron.  From  that  island  he  effected  his  escape 
to  England,  and  succeeded  very  completely  in 
mystifying  some  of  our  ministrt^  whose  ignorance 
of  the  previous  history  of  so  notorious  a  character 
is  inexcusable  and  almost  incomprehensible.  He 
made  them  believe  that  he  was  the  accredited  agent 
of  a  powerful  royalist  party  in  the  west  of  France, 
who  were  determined  to  overthrow  the  government 
of  Bonaparte,  who  only  wanted  a  little  encourage¬ 
ment  and  a  little  money  from  England.  And 
monev  he  got — it  is  said  in  considerable  sums — 
together  with  confidential  letters  to  various  English 
diplomatists  resident  in  Germany,  to  which  country 
he  soon  repaired.  But  as  soon  as  he  reached  the 
Continent  he  communicated  with  his  old  friend 
Real,  intimating  that  he  had  state  secrets  to  sell, 
and  means  of  being  very  useful  to  Bonaparte ; 
and  thereupon  he  was  taken  into  the  pay  of  the 
secret  police,  continuing  (a  fact  on  w'hich  he  glo¬ 
rified  himself)  to  receive  at  the  same  time  allow¬ 
ances  from  the  British  government.  Such  was 
Mehee  de  la  Touche,  who  more  particularly  fas¬ 
tened  himself  upon  Mr.  Drake,  the  British  resi¬ 
dent  at  Munich,  and  upon  Mr.  Spencer  Smith,  our 
envoy  at  Stuttgard.  Both  these  gentlemen  fell 
blindly  into  the  snare  laid  for  them  by  the  great 
practitioner  Mehee  and  the  police :  they  took 
Mehee  for  the  passionate  royalist  that  he  described 
himself  to  be ;  they  encouraged  him  to  yiersevere, 
and  expressed  the  hope  that  the  great  party  he  re¬ 
presented  w'ould  eventually  succeed  in  overthrowing 
the  intolerable  tyranny  of  the  Corsican.  They 
suggested  some  measures  which  might  contribute 
to  that  desirable  end,  but  assuredly  assassination 
was  never  mentioned  by  any  one,  excepting  per¬ 
haps  Mehee  de  la  Touche  himself.  A  second  spy 
was  employed  by  the  French  government :  this 
was  a  Captain  Rosey,  who  was  to  keep  a  sharp 
eye  upon  all  the  operations  of  Mehee,  and  at  the 
same  time  to  serve  as  an  additional  witness  to  the 
dark  and  atrocious  proceedings  and  plans  of  the 
English  diplomatists.  Yet  after  all  the  ingenuity 
and  cunning  employed  on  one  side,  and  the  cre¬ 
dulity,  dulness,  and  imprudence  of  the  other 
side,  no  evidence  could  be  procured  which  went 
beyond  this— that  hir.  Drake  and  Mr.  Spencer 
Smith  were  disposed  to  give  encouragement  to 
the  disaffected  French.  Yet  with  these  slight 
materials,  and  without  any  regard  to  his  own 
darker  practices,  Bonaparte  set  up  a  terrible  outcry 
against  the  infernal  machinations  of  the  English 
diplomatists  and  their  government ;  and  he  made 
his  grand  judge,  Regnier,  draw  up  a  report,  in 
which  Drake  and  Smith  were  accused,  not  merely 
of  encouraging  insurrection,  but  of  keeping  in 
their  pay  brigands  and  assassins  !  Bonaparte  in¬ 
voked  the  faith  of  nations,  “  as  if  the  Duke  d’Eng- 
hien  had  been  still  residing  in  peaceable  neu¬ 
trality  at  Ettenheiro ;  and  he  exclaimed  against 
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assassination,  as  if  his  state  dungeons  could  not 
have  whispered  of  the  death  of  Pichegru.”  *  He 
ordered  his  grand  judge’s  report  to  he  laid  before 
every  foreign  legation  in  Pans,  and  many  of  these 
embassies  publicly  protested  against  the  undiplo¬ 
matic  conduct  of  the  two  English  ministers,  and 
expressed  in  good  round  terms  the  indignation 
of  their  governments  at  the  odious  profanation  of 
the  sacred  character  of  ambassadors.  It  was  na¬ 
tural,  it  was  inevitable,  that  this  should  be  done 
by  the  ministers  of  such  helpless  dependencies  as 
Rome,  the  Cisalpine  Republic,  Genoa,  Lucca,  Ba¬ 
den,  Hesse-Cassel,  Holland,  Bavaria,  and  Wir- 
temberg ;  but  we  should  scarcely  have  expected 
to  find  in  the  number  of  these  indignant  protesters 
the  envoy  of  the  United  States  of  America  and 
the  ambassador  of  the  King  of  Prussia.  Yet  there 
they  are  both ;  and  the  Prussian  diplomatist  winds 
up  his  note  with  extravagant  protestations  of  the 
lively  joy  felt  by  the  king  his  master  at  seeing  the 
First  Consul  triumphing  over  the  dark  plots  of  his 
enemies,  whoever  or  whatever  were  the  directors 
or  the  instruments.  The  courts  of  Bavaria  and 
Wirtemberg  did  more  than  protest  and  exclaim  ; 
for,  on  the  demand  of  Bonaparte,  they  ordered 
Drake  and  Smith  to  quit  their  courts  immediately. 
Mr.  Drake  was  forced  to  quit  Munich  privately 
and  on  foot,  and  to  take  cross-country  roads,  in 
order  to  avoid  being  kidnapped  by  some  of  Sa- 
vary’s  gendarmes.  It  was  notorious  that  Mehee 
de  la  Touche  had  passed  himself  off  as  a  Bourbon 
royalist,  and  that  Smith  and  Drake  had  believed 
they  were  treating  with  an  agent  of  the  French 
royalists  in  the  west;  but  the  former  ultra- Jacobin 
character  of  Mehee,  which  was  perfectly  well 
known  in  France,  would  serve  to  cover  another 
version  of  the  story,  which  would  throw  still 
greater  odium  on  England,  and  therefore  it  was 
ordered  that  the  memoir  which  Mehee  de  la  Touche 
now  published,  and  in  which  he  prided  himself  on 
the  double  part  he  had  played,  and  on  the  address 
with  which  he  had  caught  the  English  guineas, 
should  be  entitled,  “Alliance  of  the  Jacobins 
OF  France  with  the  English  Ministry.”  f 
The  whole  affair  was  pretty  well  understood  on 
the  Continent;  but  the  English  opposition  seemed 
to  entertain  some  doubts.  Lord  Morpeth  called 
the  attention  of  the  House  of  Commons  to  the 
subject  of  Drake’s  correspondence,  or  of  some 
fragments  of  it  which  the  French  government  had 
published,  and  which  his  lordship  considered  as 

•  WaUer  Scott. 

t  This  iiamphlet  was  rrinteil  at  the  imperial  priritinR-oflice.  His 
roguery  aid  nut  thrive  long ;  and.  alter  living  for  a  while  in  great 
luxury  and  splendour  in  Paris,  Mcliee  de  la  Touche  disappeared  in 
the  obscurity  of  poverty  and  distress.  At  the  first  restoration  of  the 
Bourbons,  in  1814,  he  instituted  some  law-suits  to  neutralise  the 
eflects  of  his  revolutionary  conduct,  and  so  obtain  him  some  employ¬ 
ment.  In  1815,  when  Bonaparte  escaped  from  Elba,  he  set  up  a 
journal  in  his  favour.  After  the  battle  of  Waterloo  he  tried  to  Yet 
himself  engaged  us  journalist  to  Louis  XVlll.,  and  puldished  a  p.fin- 
phlet  m  whicli  he  denied  having  been  the  author  of"  Alliance  of  the 
Jacobins  ot  France  willi  the  English  .Ministry.”  and  declared  it  to  have 
been  written  and  published  liy  the  jiolice.  It  appears,  however  that 
he  really  wrote  tlie  jiamphlet  lie  now  denied,  and  sold  it  to  Bonaparte 
who  only  wrote  the  title  to  it.  He  wins  driven  out  of  France  by  a 
royal  ordonmance,  and  retired,  in  beggary,  to  .Switzerland.— ifist. 
rauement, — Bu/^rapAie  Modcrue,  cu  (Jaicric  Uisiijrique^ 


highly  dishonourable  to  England.  He  called  upon 
ministers  to  declare  whether  they  had  participated 
in  the  atrocious  crime  with  which  Bonaparte 
charged  our  late  minister  at  Munich,  &c. — whe¬ 
ther  they  had  whetted  the  daggers  of  assassins — 
whether  they  had  really  taken  part  in  so  foul  a 
species  of  warfare.  Pitt  instantly  rose  and  re¬ 
plied  with  an  indignation  in  which  there  was  sub¬ 
limity : — “This  is  gross  and  atrocious  calumny ! 

I  thank  the  noble  lord  for  giving  me  the  opportu¬ 
nity  to  repel,  openly  and  boldly,  one  of  the  most 
gross  and  atrocious  calumnies  ever  fabricated  in 
one  civilised  nation  to  the  prejudice  of  another. 

I  affirm  that  no  power  has  been  given,  no  instruc¬ 
tion  has  been  sent,  by  this  government  to  any 
minister  or  any  individual  to  act  in  a  manner  con¬ 
trary  to  the  law  of  nations.  I  again  affirm,  as  well 
in  my  own  name  as  in  that  of  my  colleagues,  that 
we  have  not  authorised  any  human  being  to  con¬ 
duct  himself  in  a  manner  contrary  to  the  honour 
of  this  country  or  the  dictates  of  humanity !” 

Bourrienne,  who  was  sent,  about  this  time,  to 
reside  at  Hamburg,  as  Bonaparte’s  minister  or 
political  agent,  with  orders  to  correspond  as  much 
with  Fouchd  as  with  Talleyrand,  and  who  was  es¬ 
pecially  charged  to  watch  all  the  proceedings  of  the 
English  diplomatists,  and  to  circumvent  them  by 
means  of  spies,  and  by  whatsoever  means  might  be 
thought  available,  positively  denies  that  he  ever 
could  discover  any  ground  for  believing  that  the 
British  government,  or  any  of  its  agents,  ever  gave 
their  countenance  to  any  assassination  plotters. 
He  says,  “  During  nearly  six  years  which  I  passed 
at  Hamburg,  as  minister  from  France,  I  was  in  a 
situation  to  know'  everybody  and  everything.  I  can 
declare  that  neither  in  the  exercise  of  my  official 
functions  nor  in  my  private  intercourse  did  I  dis¬ 
cover  anything  which  gave  me  cause  to  believe  that 
the  English  government  had  ever  contrived  any 
of  the  plots  which  dishonoured  alike  those  who 
conceived  and  those  who  encouraged  them.  In 
speaking  thus,  I  am  not  the  apologist  of  the  Eng¬ 
lish,  but  the  defender  of  truth.  The  English  had 
recourse  to  all  the  means  authorised  by  policy  and 
the  usages  of  diplomacy  to  oppose  a  vast  and  am¬ 
bitious  genius,  placed  by  fortune  at  the  head  of  a 
powerful  and  brave  nation,  and  ill- concealing  his 
designs  with  respect  to  the  Continent.  To  the 
power  of  his  armies  they  opposed  the  power  of 
their  gold,  and  by  the  attraction  of  subsidies  they 
induced  wavering  cabinets  to  seek  their  alliance. 
These  negotiations  may  have  given  rise  to  secret 
intrigues,  which  must  be  condemned  in  the  private 
relations  between  man  and  man,  but  which  neces¬ 
sity  and  usage  have  converted  into  a  public  law, 
authorised  by  the  public  rights  of  nations,  in  the 
relations  between  government  and  government. 
The  interest  of  its  own  nation  must  be  the  first  law 
of  every  government;  and  the  English  ministers 
would  have  been  wanting  in  their  duty  if  they  had 
not  endeavoured  to  throw'  every  obstacle  in  the  M'ay 
of  Bonaparte’s  ambition.  .....  Surely  the 
policy  of  Napoleon  was  much  more  hostile  to  the 
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law  of  nations  than  ever  was  that  of  England ! 
We  have  not  only  seen  him  violating  the  territory 
of  Baden  to  carry  off  the  Duke  d’Enghien,  but 
even  detaining,  as  prisoners  of  war,  thousands  of 
English  private  individuals,  who  had  come  to 
France  in  the  confidence  of  hospitality  after  the 
treaty  of  Amiens.  At  the  very  moment  too,  when 
the  discussion  was  going  in  the  British  parliament 
respecting  Drake’s  correspondence.  Sir  George 
Rumbold,  the  English  minister  at  Hamburg,  was, 
by  Napoleon’s  order,  carried  off  from  his  country- 
house  in  the  neighbourhood  of  that  city,  by  a  party 
of  French  troops  detached  from  the  army  which 
occupied  Hanover.  This  detachment  crossed  the 
Elbe,  shamefully  violating  the  as  yet  independent 
territory  of  the  republic  of  Hamburg.  "Was  it  to 
be  expected  that  such  transactions  as  these  w'ould 
be  followed  by  confidence?  And,  after  committing 
them,  how  could  Napoleon  pretend  to  be  so  scru¬ 
pulous  respecting  the  conduct  of  others  ?  ”  Bour- 
rienne  knew  well  Meheie  de  la  Touche,  and  his 
mode  of  acting.  He  declares  that  Mehee  had  ac¬ 
quired  “  an  infamous  celebrity  in  the  annals  of 
espionage;”  that  his  character,  perfectly  well 
known  at  Paris,  discredited  whatever  report  might 
come  from  him  ;  that  he  must  say,  because  he  had 
good  fr  oof  of  the  fact,  i\isX  the  correspondence 
of  Drake  was  the  result  of  the  most  odious  in¬ 
trigues  and  deceptions ;  and  that  nothing  of  the 
kind  could  have  taken  place  but  for  the  perfidious 
suggestions  of  the  agents  of  police,  of  whom  Mehee 
was  one  of  the  most  active  and  most  cunning.  Sir 
Walter  Scott  has  left  upon  record,  from  a  detailed 
account  communicated  to  him  by  that  nobleman 
himself,  the  infamous  means  used  to  ensnare  the 
late  Lord  Elgin.  His  lordship,  lately  ambassador 
at  Constantinople,  was  among  the  number  of  the 
English  detenus,  or  “  detained,”  as  the  French  in¬ 
geniously  called  those  they  had  seized  on  the 
rupture  of  the  peace.  About  the  time  of  Georges’s 
arrest,  his  lordship,  who  had  been  living  quietly  on 
his  parole,  was  seized,  marched  otf  to  the  Pyrenees, 
and  thrown  into  the  strong  and  gloomy  castle  of 
Lourdes.  There,  the  commandant  and  his  lieute¬ 
nant  exerted  all  their  diabolical  ingenuity  to  irri¬ 
tate  him  into  some  violent  expressions ;  and  that 
worst  of  all  spies, — a  nvmton,  a  Frenchman,  a  sym¬ 
pathising  fellow  prisoner,  a  victim  of  the  tyranny 
of  Bonaparte, — endeavoured  to  engage  him  in  con¬ 
fidential  conversation.  His  lordship  had  the  cau¬ 
tion  which  became  a  practised  diplomatist,  and  one 
conversant  with  the fapoii  d’agir  of  the  country; 
and  not  one  angry  or  imprudent  word  could  com¬ 
mandant,  lieutenant,  or  mouton  extract  from  him. 
After  undergoing  many  hardships  in  that  mountain 
fortress,  his  lordship  was  permitted  to  return  to 
Pau,  the  pleasant  town  in  the  south  where  he  had 
been  living  on  parole.  But  he  was  not  yet  extri¬ 
cated  from  the  web  which  the  secret  police  were 
trying  to  weave  round  him.  The  female  who 
acted  as  door-porter  to  the  house  where  he  lived 
one  morning  handed  him  a  packet,  which,  she 
said,  had  been  left  by  a  woman  from  the  country, 
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who  would  call  for  an  answer.  Lord  Elgin  de¬ 
tained  the  portress  in  the  apartment,  opened  the 
packet,  and  found  in  it  a  letter  from  the  state  pri¬ 
soner,  or  mouton,  at  Lourdes,  stating  that  he  was 
under  confinement  for  an  attempt  to  burn  the 
French  fleet,  and  detailing  his  plan  at  full  length, 
as  something  which  must  interest  an  Englishman. 
The  packet  also  contained  letters  addressed  to  the 
Count  d’Artois,  and  other  expatriated  personages, 
which  his  lordship  was  requested  to  forward  at  his 
earliest  convenience.  He  thrust  the  letters  and  the 
whole  packet  into  the  fire,  and  kept  the  portress  in 
the  room  until  they  were  entirely  consumed  ;  tell¬ 
ing  her,  at  the  same  time,  that  he  would  send  to 
the  governor  of  the  town  every  letter  that  did  not 
come  to  him  by  the  ordinary  post.  His  lordship 
also  thought  it  advisable  to  mention  the  fleet-burn¬ 
ing  plot  to  the  prefect  of  the  department,  on  the 
condition  that  no  steps  should  be  taken  in  conse¬ 
quence,  unless  the  affair  should  become  known 
through  some  other  channel.  But  in  a  very  short 
time  Lord  Elgin  was  assured  by  M.  Fargues, 
senator  of  the  district,  that  there  had  been  no  plot 
at  all,  except  against  his  lordship  ;  that  the  fleet¬ 
burning  project,  purporting  to  come  from  the 
state-prisoner  at  Lourdes,  the  letter  to  the  Count 
d’Artois,  and  all  the  rest  of  the  packet,  had  been 
written  in  Paris,  and  had  been  sent  down  to  Pau 
by  a  confidential  agent,  in  the  full  expectation  that 
they  would  be  found  by  the  police  in  his  lordship’s 
possession,  and  then  be  brought  as  evidence  against 
him.*  This  narrative,  indeed,  forms  a  luminous 
commentary  on  the  practices  imputed  to  Drake  and 
Spencer  Smith,  and  is  a  striking  illustration  of  the 
detention  of  Captain  Wright.  Few  men  were  capable 
of  the  coolness  and  consummate  prudence  which 
the  experienced  diplomatist  showed  on  this  occasion. 
“  With  one  iota  less  of  prudence  and  presence  of 
mind.  Lord  Elgin  must  have  been  entangled  in 
the  snare  which  was  so  treacherously  spread  for 
him.  Had  he  even  engaged  in  ten  minutes’  conver¬ 
sation  with  the  villanous  spy  at  Lourdes,  it  would 
have  been  in  the  power  of  such  a  wretch  to  repre¬ 
sent  the  import  after  his  own  pleasure.  Or  had 
his  lordship  retained  the  packet  of  letters  even  for 
half  an  hour  in  his  possession,  which  he  might 
have  most  innocently  done,  he  would  probably  have 
been  seized  with  them  upon  his  person ;  and  it 
must  in  that  case  have  been  impossible  for  him  to 
repel  such  accusations  as  Bonaparte  would  have 
no  doubt  founded  on  a  circumstance  so  suspi¬ 
cious. ”t  It  would  in  an  especial  manner  have 
gladdened  the  heart  of  Fouche,  Real,  and  their 
Jacobin  myrmidons,  to  have  had  the  opportunity 
of  bringing  to  a  public  trial  and  to  the  guillotine 
a  British  nobleman,  a  peer  and  diplomatist.  The 
Moniteur  declared  that  Mr.  Taylor,  our  minister 
in  Hesse-Cassel,  Mr.  Elliot  at  Naples,  Mr.  Frere 
at  Madrid,  and  all  the  rest  of  our  diplomatists  on 
the  Continent,  entertained  precisely  the  same  views 
as  Drake  and  Spencer  Smith,  and  were  all  esta- 

*  Walter  Scott,  Life  of  Napoleou  Bonaparte. 
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blishing  the  principle  that  to  assassinate  a  man 
commanding  an  army  destined  to  invade  England 
was  a  deed  good  in  itself,  and  perfectly  lawful. 
The  same  official  gazette,  in  an  article  which  was 
probably  dictated  by  Bonaparte,  gave  a  laboured 
exposition  and  refutation  of  this  monstrous  doctrine. 
It  declared  that  Mr.  Frere,  some  time  before  quit¬ 
ting  Madrid,  opened  his  plot  to  that  virtuous  and 
high-minded  statesman  Godoy,  the  Prince  of  the 
Peace,  who  indignantly  reprobated  it,  and  defeated 
a  scandalous  intrigue  set  on  foot  by  the  said  Mr. 
Frere,  to  get  possession  of  the  papers  and  archives 
of  the  French  legation  at  Madrid.*  Those  who 
best  know  Mr.  John  Hookham  Frere  will  laugh 
the  longest  at  the  idea  of  his  advocating  assassina¬ 
tion,  and  being  in  a  plot  to  steal  French  dispatches 
and  state-papers.  But  there  are  other  materials 
proper  to  provoke  risibility;  long  before  this  time, 
the  French  had  resorted  to  the  practice  of  kidnap¬ 
ping  government  couriers,  of  seizing  the  dis¬ 
patches  and  state-papers  of  other  countries  when¬ 
ever  they  could,  or  whenever  they  thought  it  might 
be  advantageous  to  do  so :  and  this  practice  con¬ 
tinued  without  intermission  down  to  the  last  day 
of  Bonaparte’s  reign.f  The  Moniteur  called  Sir 
George  Rumbold  the  worthy  associate  of  Drake 
and  Spencer  Smith,  and  hinted  that  discoveries 
had  been  made  among  his  papers,  which  would 
enlighten  the  w'orld  as  to  the  dark  policy  of  Eng¬ 
land  ;  but  it  should  seem  that  Sir  George  was 
seized  only  because  it  was  easier  to  seize  him  than 
any  other  of  the  remaining  English  diplomatists. 
It  might  be,  too,  that  Sir  George  had  moved  Bona¬ 
parte’s  bile  by  the  manner  in  which  he  had  an¬ 
nounced  to  his  court  the  means  employed  by  the 
French  to  force  the  senate  of  Hamburg  to  insert 
Rheinhardt’s  offensive  article  in  their  official 
gazette.  Mr.  Taylor,  at  the  Court  of  Hesse- Cassel, 
had  been  mentioned  before,  in  connexion  with 
Drake  and  Smith :  both  Bernadotte,  who  had  the 
command  of  the  French  army  in  Hanover,  and 
police-minister  Fouchd,  had  written  to  Bourrienne 
at  Hamburg  about  him ;  but  no  mention  had  been 
made  of  Sir  George  Rumbold  :  and  the  discoveries 
which  the  Moniteur  hinted  at  were  never  pub¬ 
lished — a  tolerably  good  proof  that  nothing  ca¬ 
pable  of  a  bad  version  had  been  discovered.  The 
circumstances  of  Sir  George  Rumbold’s  arrest 
were  of  that  lawless  and  atrocious  kind  which 
ought  to  have  closed  the  lips  of  the  French  govern¬ 
ment  to  any  future  complaint  against  the  irre¬ 
gularities  of  other  governments.  At  the  dead  of 
night,  on  the  25th  of  October,  250  French  soldiers 
landed  from  three  boats  on  the  Hamburg  territory. 
A  part  of  the  detachment  proceeded,  under  the 
conduct  of  two  guides,  to  the  village  of  Grindel, 


*  Moniteur.— Hist.  Parlement. 

t  Bournmine  rolntea  the  following  little  incident,  in  proof  of  ( 
I  Bv  Bonaparte's  government,  which  . 

curredlust  as  he  commenced  liis  diplomatic  functions  iu  Germany 
On  my  arrival  in  Hamlmrg,  1  learned  that  a  courier,  who  was 
his  way  Irom  V  lenna  to  Lnglaud,  had  been  arrested  in  a  forest.  At 
his  dispatches  hud  lieeii  taken  from  him,  his  hands  were  bound  a 
nntTl*L*  otV'’ '•'^'‘.’"‘'ortunate  man  remained  iu  this  sitimti 


where  Sir  George  resided,  and  surrounded  his 
house  at  about  one  o’clock  in  the  morning.  Sir 
George  sprung  from  his  bed,  even  as  the  Duke 
d’Enghien  had  done  ;  and,  on  looking  out  at  a 
window,  saw  a  number  of  soldiers,  who  told  him 
that  they  brought  dispatches.  On  his  refusing 
admission  to  such  strange  couriers,  they  broke 
open  the  doors,  seized  the  diplomatist,  rushed  into 
every  apartment,  secured  his  books  and  papers,  and 
whatever  else  was  portable,  and  hauled  him  down 
to  the  banks  of  the  Elbe.  He  was  conveyed  across 
that  river  to  Harburg.  From  this  town  he  was 
carried,  closely  guarded,  to  the  city  of  Hanover ; 
and  from  Hanover  he  was  removed  to  Paris,  and 
there  thrown  into  the  Temple.  The  case  was  so 
flagrant,  and  such  strong  appeals  were  made  to  the 
Court  of  Berlin,  that  the  King  of  Prussia  was  in¬ 
duced  to  interpose  and  remonstrate  :  and,  as  Bona¬ 
parte  was  anxious  to  keep  Prussia  neutral  until  he 
should  have  broken  up  the  coalition  that  w'as 
threatening  him,  he  ordered  that  Sir  George  should 
be  liberated ;  and  he  was  liberated  accordingly, 
after  lying  two  days  and  two  nights  in  that 
wretched  state-prison,  upon  giving  his  parole  not 
to  return  to  Hamburg.  At  a  late  hour  at  night,  an 
agent  of  the  police,  who  told  him  that  there  was  no 
charge  against  him  personally,  but  that  the  French 
government  intended  to  keep  his  papers,  put  him 
into  a  coach,  which  instantly  drove  out  of  Paris, 
and  took  the  road  to  the  coast.  For  some  time.  Sir 
George  did  not  know  whither  they  w'ere  conducting 
him;  nor  did  he  feel  secure  until  he  found  him¬ 
self  on  the  deck  of  a  British  man-of-war,  to  which 
he  was  conveyed  in  a  French  cutter  with  a  flag  of 
truce.  Such  were  some  of  the  facts  which  preceded 
the  Emperor  Napoleon’s  letter  to  his  “  brother” 
George  HI. 

Before  this  time  Pitt  felt  his  ministerial  condi¬ 
tion  to  be  one  of  extreme  difficulty.  The  mingled 
opposition,  including  so  many  of  his  own  family 
connexions,  was  collecting  all  its  force  ;  and,  shrink¬ 
ing  from  the  collision,  or  hoping  to  gain  strength 
in  the  interval,  he  put  off  the  assembling  of  par¬ 
liament  as  long  as  he  possibly  could.  A  severe 
illness  deprived  him  for  some  time  of  the  services 
of  his  colleague  Lord  Harrowby  ;  and  he  declared 
that  the  loss  of  this  assistance  would  be  a  great 
misfortune,  but  that  he  must  do  as  well  as  he  could. 
An  attempt  was  made  to  conciliate  Lord  Gren¬ 
ville;  but  it  failed ;  —  his  lordship  would  not  abandon 
Fox  and  the  Talents,  or  his  pre-conceived  notion  of 
a  comprehensive  ministry.  Nothing  therefore 
remained  for  Chatham’s  proud  son  to  do,  but  to 
make  peace  wdth  Addington,  who  had  carried  with 
him  no  inconsiderable  reinforcement  to  the  mixed 
opposition.  It  is  said  that  the  king,  who  retained 
his  warm  partiality  for  Addington,  and  who  was 
reasonably  alarmed  at  the  weakness  of  Pitt’s  ma¬ 
jorities  at  the  close  of  the  last  session,  strongly 
recommended,  and  in  fact  insisted  upon,  this  recon¬ 
ciliation  :  and  this  appears  to  be  jiroved  by  expres¬ 
sions  used  privately  and  confidentially  by  Pitt  him¬ 
self.  In  a  letter  addressed  to  Wilberforce,  he 
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says,  “You  will,  I  know,  be  glad,  independent  of 
politics,  that  Addington  and  I  have  met  as  friends ; 
but  I  hope  you  will  also  not  be  sorry  to  hear  that 
this  event  will  lead  to  political  re-union.”  A  few 
days  after  this  he  announced  to  Wilberforce  that 
he  and  Addington  were  “at  one  again.”  He 
added,  “  I  think  they  are  a  little  hard  upon  us  in 
finding  fault  with  our  making  it  up  again,  when 
we  have  been  friends  from  our  childhood,  and  our 
fathers  were  so  before  us,  while  they  say  nothing 
to  Grenville  for  uniting  with  Fox,  though  they  have 
been  fighting  all  their  lives.”* 

Simultaneously  with  this  reconciliation,  and  pos¬ 
sibly  as  an  essential  ingredient  to  it,  Addington 
was  raised  to  the  peerage  as  Viscount  Sidmouth,  of 
Sidmouth,  and  was  brought  into  the  cabinet  as 
president  of  the  council,  in  the  room  of  the  Duke 
of  Portland,  whose  years  and  infirmities  made  re¬ 
tirement  desirable.  At  the  same  time  Lord  Mul- 
grave  was  appointed  secretary  of  state  for  the 
foreign  dejiartment  in  the  place  of  Lord  Harrowby, 
and  the  Earl  of  Buckinghamshire  took  Mulgrave’s 
post  as  chancellor  of  the  duchy  of  Lancaster. f 

A.D.  1805. — Notwithstanding  the  accession  of 
Lord  Sidmouth’s  ])artisans,  Pitt  felt  that  his 
majorities  would  still  be  rather  feeble;  and  there¬ 
fore  he  wished  to  put  aside  ail  questions  which 
might  divide  his  friends.  When  parliament  met, 
on  the  15ih  of  January,  the  minister  appeared  to 
have  lost  much  of  his  usual  confidence ;  but  this 
might  in  part  arise  from  his  declining  health.  He 
had  rushed  into  the  furnace  of  politics  as  a  mere 
boy,  he  had  lived  in  that  fiery  atmosphere  for 
more  than  twenty  years,  and  he  was  already  in  con¬ 
stitution  a  worn-out  man.  If  his  course  had  run 
smoother,  if  he  had  been  spared  that  accumulation 
of  vexations  and  disappointments  which  fell  upon 
him  with  a  crushing  weight  during  this  parlia¬ 
mentary  session,  and  nearly  the  whole  ot  this  year, 
he  might  have  lived  on  a  few  years  longer  than  he 
did  :  but  men  like  William  Pitt  never  attain  to  an 
old  age.  The  opening  speech,  delivered  by  the 
king  in  person,  displayed  no  want  of  energy  or  of 
confidence.  It  dwelt  upon  the  skill  and  intrepidity 
of  the  navy,  the  formidable  state  of  the  army  and 
militia,  the  improved  discipline  of  the  numerous 
volunteer  force,  and  the  general  ardour  mani¬ 
fested  by  all  classes  of  the  people,  which  had  been 
sufficient  to  deter  the  French  from  so  presumptu¬ 
ous  and  desperate  an  enterprise  as  the  invasion. 
It  stated  that  the  conduct  of  the  court  of  Spain, 
under  the  predominant  influence  and  control  ot 
France,  had  compelled  us  to  take  prompt  and  deci¬ 
sive  measures  to  guard  against  the  efiecls  of  hos¬ 
tility.  It  declared  that  our  forbearance  had  been 
carried  to  the  utmost  extent,  but  that  Spain  had 
refused  satisfaction,  and  forced  us  into  a  war  with 
her,  contrary  to  her  own  true  interests,  and  solely 
through  the  unfortunate  prevalence  of  French 

•  Willx’rforce,  l^iary. 

f  The  negocialion-s  were  begun  towarfis  the  close  of  the  year  1804  ; 
but  were  not  completed  until  the  beginning  of  January  180&.  Sid¬ 
mouth’s  patent  was  dated  on  tlie  12th  of  January,  only  three  days 
before  parliament  assembled. 
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councils  at  Madrid.  First,  it  exposed  the  general 
conduct  of  the  French  government  on  the  conti¬ 
nent  of  Europe — its  violence  and  outrage — its 
wanton  defiance  of  the  rights  of  neutral  territories, 
of  the  acknowledged  privileges  of  accredited  am¬ 
bassadors,  and  of  the  established  principles  of  the 
law  of  nations — and  then  it  mentioned  Bonaparte’s 
recently  received  letter,  and  his  majesty’s  commu¬ 
nications  with  the  powers  on  the  continent,  and 
especially  with  the  Emperor  of  Russia,  with  whom 
his  majesty  was  engaged  “  in  confidential  intercourse 
and  connexion.”  And  this  was  all  it  was  deemed 
expedient  to  say  about  the  coalition,  the  completion 
of  which  had  been  impeded  by  sundry  circum¬ 
stances,  including  a  backwardness  on  the  part  of 
the  British  government  to  promise  large  subsidies 
until  they  should  see  armies  in  the  field.  No 
amendment  was  moved  to  the  address  ;  but  many 
unfavourable  remarks  were  made  in  both  Houses. 
Fox  bitterly  condemned  the  business  of  the  four 
Spanish  frigates,  and  doubted  whether  Pitt  had 
improved  our  system  of  military  defence  or  placed 
the  country  in  a  safer  position  than  that  in  which 
it  stood  last  year.  Nor  did  he  omit  to  remind  Pitt 
that  he  had  done  nothing  to  redeem  the  pledge 
which  he  was  understood  to  have  given  to  the 
Roman  Catholics.  On  the  last  point  Pitt  replied 
with  great  animation.  If  the  measures  in  favour 
of  the  Catholics  of  Ireland,  which  Fox  was  now 
so  loudly  calling  for,  appeared  to  him  so  imme¬ 
diately  necessary,  why  had  he  suffered  four  years 
to  elapse  since  the  Union,  without  having  ever 
called  for  them  before  ?  “  What  the  reasons  are,” 

continued  Pitt,  “  which  have  induced  me  to  sufier 
the  Catholic  question  to  remain  dormant,  I  shall, 
on  a  future  occasion,  have  an  opportunity  of  stat¬ 
ing  :  and  I  flatter  myself  that  the  House  and  the 
country  will  give  me  credit  for  consistency,  when 
I  shall  have  stated  the  reasons  why  I  still  think 
that  the  matter  should  remain  dormant  at  the  pre¬ 
sent  moment.”  The  opportunity  for  explanation 
cannot  be  said  to  have  presented  itself  during  the 
present  session ;  and  before  the  next  session  was 
two  days  old  Pitt  was  dead :  so  that  it  seems  to  us 
unfair  and  inconsistent  to  talk  of  his  resuming 
office  in  1804,  “refusing  to  make  any  stipulation 
for  the  Catholics,”  and  of  his  having  from  that 
time  “  always  opposed  those  who  urged  their 
claims.”  This  always  includes  only  a  few  most 
busy  and  stormy  months — a  few  months  which  we 
shall  find  as  busy,  and  to  a  minister  as  disagree¬ 
able,  as  any  that  occur  in  parliamentary  history. 
From  April,  when  the  criminal  charges  were  first 
preferred  against  Lord  Melville,  his  private  as 
well  as  public  friend,  and  the  most  able  and  most 
coiistant  of  all  his  coadjutors,  down  to  the  end  of 
this  session  in  July,  Pitt’s  mind  was  kept  con¬ 
stantly  on  the  rack.  The  divisions  which  took 
place  on  the  Irish  Catholics’  petition  in  May  will 
show  how  inopportune  was  the  moment  for  ])ress- 
ingsuch  claims,  and  how  impossible  it  would  have 
been  for  Pitt  to  do  any  good  to  the  cause.  And 
indeed,  even  to  men  who  had  emancipated  them- 
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selves  from  religious  intolerauce  and  the  notions 
universal  in  England  only  a  few  generations  earlier, 
there  may  have  appeared  to  be  some  danger  in 
granting  Catholic  emancipation  just  at  the  time 
when  the  poor  pope,  by  his  journey  to  Paris, 
his  anointing  the  emperor,  his  styling  Bonaparte 
the  most  beloved  son  of  the  Roman  church, 
&c.,  had  seemed  to  prove  to  the  whole  world 
that  he  was  entirely  subjected  to  the  conqueror, 
ready  to  do  his  will  in  all  things,  and  utterly 
incapable  of  withstanding  it  — in  short,  the  mere 
tool  of  the  mortal  enemy  of  England,  whose 
Irish  subjects  had  been  so  often  excited  into 
insurrection  by  the  agents  of  France.  A  closer 
e.xamination  of  the  case  might  have  left  some  doubt 
whether  the  Catholic  clergy  of  Ireland  were  not, 
like  the  Roman  clergy  of  other  countries,  impressed 
with  the  belief  that  Pius  VIE,  in  all  these  com¬ 
pliances,  had  been  acting  under  compulsion,  and 
whether  they  did  not  distrust  and  dread  the  French 
government  the  more  for  the  tyranny  it  had  exer¬ 
cised  over  the  pontiff.  But  still  the  naked  facts 
were  these ; — the  pope,  according  to  all  appearance, 
was  the  ally,  the  friend,  and  instrument  of  the 
French  emperor;  his  political  authority  was  not 
disputed;  there  had  been  no  general  council 
called,  no  deposition  and  re-election,  such  as  had 
taken  place  more  than  once  when  the  pope  was 
considered  as  a  captive  in  the  hands  of  the  enemies 
of  the  church  ;  his  bulls  and  apostolical  rescripts 
would  be  received  in  every  part  of  Catholic  Ire¬ 
land,  and  the  thunder  of  the  Vatican  might  possi¬ 
bly  be  directed  by  the  government  of  France.  In 
the  last  attempt  at  rebellion  the  Catholic  priests  of 
Ireland  had  given  good  evidence  of  their  loyalty 
and  fidelity  ;  but  in  Ireland  all  classes  of  men  had 
ever  been  liable  to  sudden  changes  ;  and,  if  they 
could  once  be  persuaded  that  Bonaparte  was  be¬ 
coming  a  convert  and  a  true  friend  to  the  pope, 
they  were  likely  to  become  the  friends  of  Bona¬ 
parte. 

On  the  23rd  of  January  the  Commons  voted 
120,000  men,  including  marines,  for  the  service  of 
the  navy,  for  the  present  year.  A  few  days  after 
this,  the  secretary-at-war,  in  moving  the  army 
estimates  of  the  year,  being  12,395,490/.  for 
312,000  men  under  the  different  heads  of  service, 
stated  that  we  had  in  the  United  Kingdoms  alone 
600,000  men  in  arms,  including  the  volunteers,  of 
whom  240,000  had  been  reported  as  well  disci¬ 
plined,  and  fit  for  immediate  service.  Mr.  Philip 
Francis,  who  had  moved  for  an  inquiry  into  the 
causes  of  the  Mahrattawar,  and  who  had  attempted 
to  throw  discredit  on  the  governor-general  of  India, 
his  brother.  General  Wellesley,  and  all  concerned, 
complained  of  so  large  a  force  as  20,000  Europeans 
being  kept  up  in  India :  but  the  complaint  led  to 
nothing ;  and  in  the  end  F’rancis’s  motion  about 
the  Mahratta  war  was  lost  by  105  to  46.  On  the 
8th  of  February,  Sir  Evan  Nepean,  principal  Irish 
secretary,  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  con¬ 
tinue  the  suspension  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  Act  in 
that  country.  He  stated  the  following  facts  as 
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notorious; — that  disaffection  still  prevailed  in  some 
parts  of  Ireland — that  part  of  the  enemy’s  prepa¬ 
rations  were  intended  for  the  invasion  of  Ireland 
— that  the  native  Irish  in  the  FTench  army,  and 
the  committee  of  the  united  Irishmen,  still  sitting 
at  Paris,  corresponded  with  their  countrymen  at 
home — and  that  a  number  of  persons  now  impri¬ 
soned  on  treasonable  charges  could  not  be  liberated, 
as  they  were  entitled  to  be  in  due  course  of  law, 
in  about  six  weeks  hence,  without  the  certainty  of 
their  resuming  their  dangerous  machinations. 
Fox,  Windham,  and  others,  opposed  the  measure 
as  unnecessary  and  tyrannical ;  and  Sir  John 
Newport  moved  for  a  committee  to  be  chosen  by 
ballot,  to  examine  documents  and  report  on  the 
necessity  of  a  further  suspension.  Pitt  argued  that, 
though  the  disaffected  in  Ireland  were  now  fewer  in 
number,  and  less  provided  with  the  means  of  doing 
mischief  than  they  had  been,  there  was  still  cause 
for  jealousy  and  alarm,  as  there  were  still  some 
Irishmen  weak  and  wicked  enough  to  cultivate  a 
close  accjuaintance  with  the  emissaries  of  France, 
whow'ould  become  much  more  numerous  ifgovern- 
ment  neglected  taking  energetic  measures.  Some 
Irish  members  said  that,  if  the  Suspension  Act  was 
not  continued,  there  would  be  no  living  in  Ireland. 
Upon  a  division  the  amendment  was  rejected  by 
112  against  32,  and  then  Sir  Evan  Nepean’s  mo¬ 
tion  was  carried. 

In  the  course  of  the  month  of  February  some 
long  debates  took  place  in  both  Houses,  on  the 
causes  of  the  rupture  with  Spain.  The  opposition 
laboured  to  prove  that  ministers  had  been  negli¬ 
gent,  inattentive,  and  disrespectful,  and  then  im¬ 
patient,  impetuous,  and  violent  towards  the  Court  of 
Madrid  (Lord  Grenville  declared  that  Mr.  Frere, 
though  negotiating  to  prevent  a  rupture,  had  been 
left  eighteen  months  at  Madrid  without  receiving 
more  than  four  dispatches  from  Uowning-street, 
and  that  these  four  dispatches  were  distinguished 
only  by  their  containing  nothing  to  the  point); 
that  they  had  broken  off  negotiations  when  they 
had  as  good  a  chance  as  at  any  time  since  the 
rupture  of  the  peace  of  Amiens  of  keeping  Spain 
at  least  neutral ;  that  in  fine  they  had  rushed  into 
the  war  unnecessarily,  and  begun  it  dishonourably 
by  the  attack  on  the  four  Spanish  frigates.  To 
this  ministers  and  their  friends  replied  that  Spain, 
by  her  treaties  with  France,  in  which  she  bound 
herself  to  furnish  on  demand,  and  without  demur 
or  inquiry  into  the  justice  or  policy  of  the  war,  a 
certain  aid  of  ships  and  men  to  France,  became 
ipso  facto  a  principal  in  the  present  war  ;  that  the 
commutation  she  had  made  of  assistance  in  money 
for  assistance  in  kind  did  not  alter  the  nature  of 
the  case ;  that,  although  we  chose  to  connive  for  a 
time  at  the  substitution,  we  were  not  bound  to 
continue  to  do  so ;  that  that  connivance,  and  the 
protracted  negotiations  of  which  the  opposition 
complained,  had  proceeded  from  a  very  necessary 
regard  to  our  own  circumstances,  and  to  the  se¬ 
curity  of  our  old  friend  Portugal.  Flaving  no 
allies  in  our  contest  with  France,  nor  at  that  time 
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any  immediate  chance  of  a  Continental  division  in 
our  favour,  we  had  at  all  events  to  wait  till  our 
naval  and  military  establishments  should  attain 
their  proper  height.  In  that  interval,  wliich  was 
necessary  to  us,  great  management  was  required  in 
order  to  prevent  Spain  from  falling  upon  Portugal 
with  French  assistance.  Thus  circumstanced, 
policy  had  forbidden  ministers  to  carry  on  an  active 
correspondence  or  negotiation,  or  to  put  every 
question  to  Spain  so  categorically  as  to  leave  no 
issue  but  peace  or  war,  Spain,  too,  had  at  one 
time  seemed  disposed  to  disentangle  herself  from 
her  ruinous  French  connexion  ;  and  it  was  proper 
to  leave  her  an  interval  of  time  to  see  whether  she 
really  would  break  from  the  yoke  of  that  fatal  al¬ 
liance,  which  had  in  the  first  instance  been  im¬ 
posed  upon  her  by  force.  She  had  agreed  that  her 
armaments  should  cease,  and  that  no  English 
prizes  should  be  condemned  and  sold  in  any  of 
her  ports  ;  but  she  had  broken  both  these  articles 
of  agreement;  and,  at  a  time  when  there  were  four 
French  men-of-war  at  Ferrol,  she  had  rapidly  pre¬ 
pared  an  armament  with  the  intention  of  joining 
the  French  in  an  attack  upon  one  of  our  blockading 
squadrons.  It  w’as  evident,  upon  the  whole,  that 
Spain  fully  intended  to  declare  war  as  soon  as  her 
four  treasure  ships  should  arrive  at  Cadiz — with 
treasure  not  so  much  for  herself  as  for  France. 
Our  government  had  ordered  that  those  four  fri¬ 
gates  should  be  intercepted  and  kept  until  a  peace, 
or  until  a  satisfactory  arrangement  could  be  entered 
into  with  Spain.  No  state,  situated  as  we  were, 
and  having  the  power  to  prevent  it,  would  have 
permitted  those  treasure  ships  to  go  into  port.  But 
the  seizure  of  those  ships  made  no  part  of  the  case, 
since  there  would  equally  have  been  war  without 
it ;  and  since  it  was  not  even  known  at  Madrid 
till  subsequently  to  the  departure  of  Mr.  Frere  the 
English  minister,  who  had  in  vain  protested  against 
the  constant  passing  and  repassing  through  Spain, 
of  French  troops,  French  sailors,  French  artillery¬ 
men,  French  stores,  whose  movements  were  all 
directed  against  England,  or  against  her  friends. 
But  no  good  argument  could  be  found  to  excuse  the 
employment  of  so  small  a  force  as  Captain  Gra¬ 
ham  Moore’s.  Nor  could  ministers  at  that  time 
quote  a  good  precedent  to  justify  a  reliance  on  their 
assurance,  that,  if  Spain  had  been  capable  of  manly 
exertion  in  her  own  behalf  to  free  herself  from 
French  thraldom,  England  would  have  lent  her 
every  support  and  assistance. 

There  was  perfect  truth,  however,  in  their  de¬ 
scription  of  the  present  state  of  Spain ;  she  w'as 
indeed  under  the  vassalage  and  dictation  of  the 
ruler  of  France.  Friendly  she  dared  not  be,  neu¬ 
tral  she  could  not  be,  and  hostile  she  must  be,  at 
the  mandate  of  Bonaparte,  and  this  made  it  in¬ 
cumbent  on  the  British  government  to  guard 
against  the  hostility  to  which  this  country  must 
inevitably  be  exposed  from  that  quarter.  Some 
faint  attempts  were  made  to  disprove  the  reported 
armaments  of  Spain  ;  but  that  she  had  been  arming, 
and  that  actively,  was  proved  a  few  months  after 
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these  debates,  when  Nelson  found  the  w'hole  of  the 
grand  Spanish  fleet  arrayed  against  him  with  the 
French  at  Trafalgar.  It  was  not  in  the  period 
which  intervened  between  the  affair  of  the  four 
frigates  in  October  and  the  first  sailing  of  the 
Spanish  fleet  in  April  that  fifteen  sail  of  the  line 
were  got  ready.  In  both  Houses  the  debates 
ended  in  motions  being  carried  for  an  address  to 
his  majesty,  applauding  the  wisdom  and  justice  of 
the  government  in  the  transactions  with  Spain. 
In  the  Lords,  Earl  Spencer  moved  an  amendment, 
conveying  the  strongest  censure  on  the  whole  of 
these  proceedings ;  but  this  was  negatived  by  1 1 4 
against  36 :  and  the  same  amendment,  moved  in 
the  Commons  by  Mr.  Grey,  was  negatived  by  313 
against  106.  lu  the  course  of  the  debates  in  the 
Commons,  the  advocate-general.  Sir  John  Nicholl, 
laid  down  three  criteria  to  determine  the  judgment 
of  the  House  upon  the  subject  of  the  seizure  of  the 
Spanish  frigates  ;  First,  the  deductions  of  natural 
reason  or  common  sense ;  secondly,  the  authority 
of  the  most  eminent  men  ;  thirdly,  the  most  gene¬ 
ral  practice  observed  by  civilised  nations  when 
placed  in  the  circumstances  in  which  England  had 
found  herself.  On  the  first  of  these  grounds,  he 
justified  the  government  upon  the  principle  of  self- 
defence;  on  the  second,  by  the  concurrent  opinions 
of  all  the  great  writers  on  the  law  of  nations,  from 
Vattel  to  Martens,  who  all  agree  in  the  rule  that, 
if  an  injury  be  received,  or  injustice  done,  and 
explanation  has  been  demanded  on  the  one  side 
and  refused  on  the  other,  and  if  there  be  no¬ 
tice  given  to  the  power  refusing  that  if  such  con¬ 
duct  be  persisted  in  it  will  be  considered  as  a 
sufficient  cause  of  war,  and  if,  after  this  notice,  the 
power  so  offending  continue  its  offence  or  refuse 
explanation,  then  hostilities  against  her  will  be 
founded  on  the  principles  of  strict  justice.  He 
contended  too  that  the  proceeding  had  so  many  pre¬ 
cedents  that  it  might  be  considered  as  the  most 
general  practice  observed  by  civilised  nations ; 
but,  except  one,  all  the  precedents  he  quoted  ap¬ 
pear  to  have  been  taken  from  our  own  history. 
They  were  the  case  of  Sir  George  Byng’s  mission 
in  1718;  the  mission  of  Admiral  Hosier  to  Spanish 
South  America,  and  the  attack  on  Gibraltar,  in 
1726  ;  the  seizure  of  all  the  British  vessels  on 
their  coasts  by  the  Spaniards  in  1739  ;  the  attack 
of  the  British  fleet  on  the  French  off  Dungeness 
in  1744  ;  the  seizure  of  the  French  ships  in  our  ports 
in  1755  ;  our  seizure  of  Dutch  property  in  the  last 
war;  and  Nelson’s  battle  of  Copenhagen:  all  of 
which  aggressions  took  place  prior  to  any  declaration 
of  war,  and  some  of  them  while  negotiations  were 
carrying  on.  Yet  perhaps  the  defence  the  most 
applicable  of  all  to  the  present  case  was  this : — 
through  the  bargain  which  the  court  of  Madrid 
had  made  with  Bonaparte,  to  send  him  so  much 
money  in  lieu  of  so  many  men,  the  dollars  and  the 
ingots  taken  on  the  high  seas  by  Graham  Moore 
represented  so  many  soldiers  on  their  way  to  fight 
for  France. 

In  opening  the  budget  Pitt  stated  that  he  should 
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require  a  loan  of  20,000,000/.  for  England,  and 
one  of  2,500,000/.  for  Ireland ;  together  with  the 
imposition  of  several  new  war  taxes,  and  a  double 
duty  on  salt.  Some  additions  were  made  to  the 
army  grants ;  4,000,000/.  were  allotted  to  the 
militia  and  fencible  corps ;  nearly  4,500,000/.  to 
the  ordnance;  15,000,000/.  to  the  navy;  and  a 
very  large  sum  to  miscellaneous  services.  The 
total  amount  of  the  supply  voted  for  the  year  was 
55,590,000/.  The  property  or  income-tax,  or 
“  the  contribution  on  the  profits  arising  from  pro¬ 
perty,  professions,  trades,  offices,  &c.,”  was  in¬ 
creased,  as  were  certain  duties  on  legacies,  on 
horses,  &c. 

From  the  commencement  of  the  session  Lord 
Melville  was  menaced  with  the  storm  which  burst 
over  his  head  in  April.  “  Rumour,”  says  Wilber- 
force,  “  had  for  some  time  impeached  Lord  Mel¬ 
ville’s  integrity.  I  have  had  much  talk  with 
George  Rose  about  him.  Rose  is  confident  Pitt 
will  defend  him,  though  he  tells  me  some  stories 
(and  strong  ones)  of  jobs  which  have  fallen  under 
his  own  view.”  This  was  in  February.  About 
the  same  time  several  attacks  were  made  in  each 
House  of  Parliament  upon  the  coalition  which  had 
taken  place  between  Addington  (Lord  Sidmouth) 
and  Pitt.  In  the  Lords  the  Earl  of  Westmoreland 
defended  the  proceeding,  observing  that  the  allu¬ 
sions  to  a  coalition  came  with  a  very  bad  grace 
from  the  other  side  of  the  House;  that  political 
men  who  differed  only  on  some  few  points  might 
coalesce  or  reunite  without  reproach ;  but  that  it 
would  require  great  ingenuity  to  give  a  satisfactory 
reason  why  those  men  and  parties  should  coalesce 
who  had  differed  upon  every  topic  and  upon  every 
principle  ever  since  the  commencement  of  their 
political  existence.  Earl  Spencer  said  it  would  be 
ridiculous  to  suppose  that,  because  men  had  acted 
on  contrary  opinions,  they  should  never  agree  nor 
act  together  when  they  happened  to  think  alike. 
For  his  own  part,  he  would  be  contented  to  be 
charged  with  inconsistency  when  it  should  be  found 
that  he  had  abandoned  measures  which  he  had 
once  supported.  Here  Sidmouth  rose  to  speak  for 
himself.  If  he  had  abandoned  his  opinions,  he 
said,  on  any  public  measure,  the  charge  of  a  dere¬ 
liction  of  principle  might  apply  to  him  ;  but  he 
was  confident  that  he  had  abandoned  no  important 
opinion  or  principle ;  and  that  both  in  office  and 
out  of  office  he  had  acted  conscientiously  and,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  best  of  his  judgment,  for  the  good 
of  his  country.  While  sitting  in  another  House 
he  had  not  been  unused  to  the  charges  of  inca¬ 
pacity,  inefficacy,  and  wavering  ;  the  most  illiberal 
epithets  had  been  applied  to  him  with  moi'e  pro¬ 
fusion  than  decency ;  yet,  such  as  his  abilities  were, 
they  had  always  been  applied  honestly  and  assidu¬ 
ously  to  the  promotion  of  the  prosperity  and  secu¬ 
rity  of  his  country;  and  to  any  charge  of  his 
having  neglected  to  provide  for  the  defence  of  the 
state,  he  would  reply  by  referring  to  monumental 
records  of  his  having,  within  six  months  after  the 
recommencement  of  the  war,  placed  800,000  men 
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in  arms,  and  in  a  progressive  state  of  discipline. 
He  was  less  warmly  seconded  than  he  wished  by 
the  friends  of  Pitt,  who  had  so  often  and  so  very 
recently  criticised  and  condemned  his  entire  ma¬ 
nagement  of  the  war  department ;  and  this  pro¬ 
bably  contributed  to  Sidmouth’s  decided  ill-will 
against  Melville,  and  to  his  determination  of  con¬ 
curring  in  measures  against  that  minister,  now  his 
official  colleague,  in  spite  of  the  representations  of 
Pitt.  But  there  were  other  grounds  of  antipathy 
between  the  two  parties  ;  and  scarcely  could  any 
two  men  have  been  more  opposite  than  Sidmouth 
and  Melville :  the  bad  qualities  and  the  good  qua¬ 
lities  of  each  differed  in  toto  from  those  of  the 
other;  and  there  was  one  particular  quality,  a  per¬ 
severing  personal  enmity,  which  the  decorous 
Sidmouth  had,  and  which  the  bluff’  Melville  had 
not.  In  the  debate  to  which  we  have  last  alluded 
Melville  said  he  liked  heat  in  argument,  but  never 
liked  rancorous  or  acrimonious  feelings  ;  and  the 
history  of  the  man’s  life  seems  to  bear  testimony 
to  the  assertion.  He  had,  he  said,  much  parlia¬ 
mentary  experience,  being  an  older  man  than  most 
of  their  lordships  ;  and,  though  every  man  had  a 
right  to  maintain  his  opinion  M'ith  energy  and 
warmth,  yet  he  thought  their  lordships  would 
always  do  well  to  treat  each  other  as  gentlemen. 

Pitt  earnestly  pressed  his  friend  Wilberforce  to 
postpone  the  abolition  question,  for  Addington  was 
decidedly  opposed  to  it,  other  circumstances  of  the 
moment  were  unfavourable,  and  the  discussion  of 
it  might  split  the  cabinet,  which  had  so  little  co¬ 
hesion  already.  But  Wilberforce  said  he  could 
not  make  his  holy  cause  subservient  to  the  interests 
of  a  party,  and  drove  on  the  measure  with  an  in¬ 
crease  of  speed.  His  hill  was  read  a  first  time  on 
the  10th  of  February;  and  the  second  reading 
was  fixed  for  the  28th.  After  the  votes  of  the 
preceding  session  he  thought  he  had  nothing  to 
fear  in  the  House  of  Commons;  but  on  the  28th' — 
“  that  fatal  night,”  as  he  calls  it — his  constancy 
was  tried  by  one  of  the  many  reverses  he  had  to 
sustain  during  his  twenty  years  of  struggle.  All 
his  usual  supporters,  with  the  single  exception  of 
Fox,  were  silent ;  some  Scotch  members  (possibly 
influenced  by  Melville,  who  knew  that  Wilberforce 
had  no  friendship  for  him)  voted  against  him, 
although  last  year  they  had  been  neutral ;  the  Irish 
members  were  absent,  or  hostile,  although  they 
had  been  warm  in  his  favour  during  the  last  ses¬ 
sion;  a  good  many  other  members  staid  away 
through  forgetfulness  or  lukewarmness ;  and  the 
old  defenders  of  the  slave  trade  brought  forward 
their  old  charges,  varied  by  the  new  charge  of 
cant  and  hypocrisy  against  him,  consigning  him 
as  a  citizen  of  France  to  the  fraternal  hug  of  the 
Jacobins.  Upon  a  division,  Wilberforce  and  his 
bill  were  beaten  out  of  the  field  by  Tl  to  70.* 

•  Wilberforce,  however,  had  no  doubt  of  bis  ultimate  suecess. 
Siiortly  after  the  division  he  was  addressed  by  Mr.  Hatsell,  the  ex¬ 
perienced  clerk  of  the  Iltiuse  of  Commons  :  '■  Mr.  Wilberforce,  you 
ought  not  to  expect  to  carry  a  measure  of  this  kind.  You  have  a 
turn  for  business,  and  this  is  a  very  creditable  employment  for  you  ; 
but  you  and  I  have  seen  enough  of  life  to  know  that  people  are  not 
induced  to  act  upon  what  affects  their  interests  by  any  abstract  argii- 
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The  commissioners  of  naval  enquiry  had  not  con¬ 
fined  their  researches  to  the  present  day,  but  had 
carried  them  back  as  far  as  the  year  1785  and 
farther,  when  Lord  Melville,  as  Mr.  Dundas,  oc¬ 
cupied  the  post  of  treasurer  to  the  navy ;  and 
when,  be  it  said,  many  bad  or  questionable  prac¬ 
tices  were  prevalent  not  only  in  the  navy  office,  but 
in  every  other  office  under  government.  One  of 
the  main  objects  of  these  commissioners  had  been 
to  find  some  grounds  of  accusation  against  Pitt’s 
formidable  colleague ;  for  formidable  Melville  had 
been,  and  for  many  long  years,  though  now  no 
longer  so  ;  seeing  that  he  had  for  his  antagonists 
the  united  opposition  of  Fo-X  and  Lord  Grenville, 
together  with  Addington  and  his  corps,  while 
many  of  Pitt’s  own  more  immediate  adherents 
were  either  indisposed  towards  him,  or  very  luke¬ 
warm  in  his  cause.  We  have  seen  that  man  of 
many  jobs,  George  Rose,  who  began  his  political 
career  without  a  sixpence,  and  who  before  this 
time  had  become  wealthy,  talking  to  Wilberforce 
about  the  jobs  of  Melville,  who,  at  least,  had  never 
been  a  poor  man,  and  who  had  inherited,  long 
before  he  was  raised  to  the  peerage,  a  very  ample 
estate;*  and  in  this  case  there  was  not  only  a 
temptation  the  less  to  jobbery,  but  there  was  also 
in  the  character  and  habits  of  Melville  a  disregard 
for  money,  in  so  far  as  he  was  himself  concerned. 
It  seems,  however,  to  have  been  proved  that, 
through  indolence  or  connivance,  he  allowed  some 
of  his  dependents  to  job,  and  perhaps  these  gentle¬ 
men  may,  in  some  instances,  have  interfered  with 
the  pursuits  of  Mr.  Rose.  Wilberforce  disliked 
Melville  on  various  accounts  :  he  had  constantly 
opposed,  in  his  rough  but  effective  manner,  the 
abolition  of  the  slave-trade;  not  only  was  he  not 
evangelical  himself,  but  he  w'as  given  to  laugh 
rather  profanely  at  those  who  were ;  he  was  jovial 
in  private  life,  a  bon  vivant,  and  a  port-wine 
bibber ;  and  Wilberforce  appears  to  have  con¬ 
sidered  that  his  example  had  an  evil  effect  on  his 
friend  Pitt,  and  that,;  but  for  Melville,  he  would 
have  had  a  much  better  chance  of  converting  the 
premier  to  his  own  decorous  habits  of  life  and 
devout  way  of  thinking.  It  would  be  rather  diffi¬ 
cult  to  prove  that  Melville  had  ever  devoted  much 
time  or  thought  to  any  branch  of  literature  or 
metaphysics;  but  Wilberforce  had  taken  it  into 
his  head  that  he  had  been  a  proselyte  to  the  free- 
thinking  Scotch  philosophers  of  the  18th  century; 
and  hence  another  motive  for  dislike  or  alienation. 
Though  the  feeling  is  subdued,  or  the  expression 
of  it,  it  appears,  from  Wilberforce’s  own  letters  and 
diaries,  that  his  antipathy  was  very  strong.  His 
sons  and  biographers  say  that  his  friendly  feelings 
had  been  always  strangely  blended  with  disapproba¬ 
tion  of  Melville’s  principles,  which,  as  he  thought, 

ments.”  **  Mr.  Hatsell/’  he  replied,  “  I  do  expect  to  carry  it;  and, 
what  is  more,  I  feel  assured  I  shall  carry  it  speedily.  I  have  observed 
the  gradual  change  which  has  been  going  on  in  men’s  minds  for  some 
time  past ;  and,  though  the  measure  may  be  delayed  for  a  year  or 
two,  yet  I  am  convinced  that  before  long  it  will  be  accomplished.”— 
Life  if  fVilberforce,  by  his  sons. 

•  Dundas's  patent,  as  Viscount  Melville  in  the  peerage  of  the 
United  Kingdom,  was  dated  on  the  24th  of  December,  1802. 
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had  greatly  injured  the  purer  character  of  Pitt.* 
And  yet  Wilberforce  himself  was  compelled  to 
confess  that  Melville  had  many  high  and  noble 
qualities.  “  Dundas  was  a  fine  fellow  in  some 
things.  People  have  thought  him  a  mean  in¬ 
triguing  creature,  but  he  was  in  many  respects  a 
fine,  warm-hearted  fellow.  I  was  with  him  and 
Pitt  when  they  looked  through  the  Red  Book,  to 
see  who  was  the  properest  person  to  send  as  go¬ 
vernor-general  to  India;  and  it  should  be  men¬ 
tioned  to  Dundas’s  honour,  that,  having  the  disposal 
of  the  most  important  office  in  the  king’s  gift,  he 
did  not  make  it  a  means  of  gaining  favour  with 
any  great  family,  or  of  obliging  any  of  his  country¬ 
men,  but  appointed  the  fittest  person  he  could  find. 
Three  several  times  have  I  stated  this  fact  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  and  never  once  has  it  been 
mentioned  in  any  of  the  papers. ”t  Wilberforce 
distinctly  gives  it  as  his  opinion  that,  whatever 
might  have  been  his  peccadilloes  or  negligence  in 
office,  the  vote  for  Melville’s  impeachment  would 
never  have  been  carried  if  the  Foxites,  the  Gren- 
villites,  and  the  rest  could  have  gotten  into  power, 
or  if  Pitt  could  have  framed  that  comprehensive 
cabinet  which  Grenville  had  recommended  ;  and 
we  apprehend  that  every  one  will  entertain  this 
opinion  if  he  attentively  examines  the  character  of 
the  House  of  Commons  at  that  day.  Yet  Wilher- 
force  says  that,  before  this  business  was  opened, 
there  was  an  end  to  the  warm  friendship  and  close 
intimacy  which  had  existed  for  so  many  years 
between  Pitt  and  Melville ;  that  the  latter,  during 
the  Addington  administration,  one  day  at  Walmer 
Castle,  “  after  dinner  and  port  wine,”  had  given 
mortal  offence  to  Pitt  by  opening  proposals  of  a 
ministry  in  which  Addington  and  Pitt  should 
stand  on  an  equal  footing,  having  a  third  person 
put  over  them  as  head  or  premier ;  and  that,  while 
it  was  generally  thought  that  Pitt  defended  Melville 
out  of  friendship,  he  (Wilberforce)  knew  that  they 
were  scarcely  upon  speaking  terms.  He  adds  that 
Pitt  was  tempted  to  act  the  part  of  an  advocate, 
rather  than  that  of  an  impartial  judge ;  that  Mr. 
W.  Bankes  and  himself  vainly  pressed  upon  Pitt 
“  a  more  becoming  line  of  conduct;”  that  Pitt 
however  was  determined  to  support  his  old  col¬ 
league;  and  that  he  was  in  truth  chiefly  led  into 
this  course  by  that  false  principle  of  honour 
which  was  his  great  fault,  or  by  fancying  himself 
bound  in  honour  to  defend  a  man  who  had  so  long 
acted  with  him.  He  declares,  however,  that  Pitt 
was  fully  persuaded  of  Melville’s  ■personal  in¬ 
tegrity,  and  that  Pitt  said  at  this  time,  “  he  was 
quite  sure  that  there  was  no  real  pocketing  of  pub¬ 
lic  money  in  him.”j; 

There  w'as,  however,  something  more  than  this 
point  of  honour ;  and  Wilberforce  himself  states 
that  Pitt  evidently  thought  that  his  not  very  strong 

•  W'ilberforce.  inJeed,  says  liimself— “  His  connexion  with  Dundas 
was  Pitt’s  great  misfortune.  Dundas  was  a  loose  man,  and  had  l)eeu 
ratlier  a  disciple  of  the  Edinburgh  school  in  liis  youth,  though  it  was 
not  much  known.” 

f  Life. 

j  Pitt  added — “All  men  say  that  Melville  has  acted  like  a  fool, 
though  so  able  at  other  times.” 


CIVIL  AND  MILITARY  TRANSACTIONS  1805. 


152 


HISTORY  OF  THE  REIGN  OF  GEORGE  III. 


or  steady  government  would  be  shaken  if  the  op¬ 
position  should  succeed  in  impeaching  his  old  col¬ 
league.  And  in  fact,  when  the  charges  first  came 
out,  Pitt  seemed  to  some  degree  involved  in  Mel¬ 
ville’s  fault ;  nor  did  popular  outcry  separate  their 
two  names  for  a  long  time  afterwards. 

These  serious  charges  against  the  ex-treasurer 
of  the  navy  were  laid  in  the  tenth  report  of  the 
naval  commissioners,  which  was  brought  under 
the  consideration  of  the  Flouse  on  the  6th  day  of 
April  by  Mr.  Whitbread,  who,  as  a  good  man  of 
figures  and  of  business,  had  been  selected  by  the 
opposition  to  be  chief  manager  of  an  affair  wdiich 
turned  entirely  upon  old  accounts  and  bankers’ 
books.  Whitbread  began  by  eulogising  the  in¬ 
tegrity  and  perseverance  of  the  commissioners,  and 
by  complimenting  the  late  board  of  admiralty  (al¬ 
most  to  a  man  the  political  or  personal  enemies  of 
Melville),  by  whom  the  said  commissioners  had 
been  appointed.  Fie  then  referred  to  the  act  of 
which  jjord  Melville  (at  that  time  Mr.  Dundas) 
had  been  the  supporter,  in  1785,  for  better  regu¬ 
lating  the  department  of  treasurer  of  the  navy,  and 
quoted  the  order  of  council  by  which,  when  the 
aforesaid  act  was  passed,  the  salary  of  the  treasurer 
was  raised  from  2000/.  to  4000/.,  in  lieu  of  all 
profits,  fees,  or  emoluments  he  might  before  have 
derived  from  the  public  money  left  in  his  hands. 
Whitbread’s  first  complaint  was  that,  though  this 
act  had  been  passed  in  July,  it  was  not  until  the 
subsequent  month  of  January  that  the  balances  in 
the  treasury,  which  ought  to  have  been  paid  at 
once,  were  paid  into  the  bank  of  England.  He 
then  proceeded  to  state  three  heads  of  charges 
against  the  noble  lord: — 1.  That  he  had  applied 
the  money  of  the  public  to  other  uses  than  those 
of  the  naval  department,  in  express  contempt  of 
the  act  of  parliament  of  1785 ;  2.  That  he  had 
connived  at  a  system  of  peculation  in  an  indi¬ 
vidual,  for  whose  conduct  he  was  responsible,  and 
that  herein  he  had  been  guilty  of  a  high  crime  and 
misdemeanour ;  3.  That  he  had  himself  been  a 
])articipator  in  this  system  of  peculation,  &c.  But 
on  this  last  head  Whitbread  confessed  that  at  pre¬ 
sent  he  only  rested  on  suspicion,  so  that  he  would 
not  now  much  insist  upon  it;  but,  if  the  House 
would  institute  a  full  inquiry,  he  would  pledge 
himself  to  follow  it  up  with  moderation  on  his  own 
part,  but  with  firmness  and  steadiness  for  the 
country.  He  concluded  by  reading  thirteen  reso¬ 
lutions.  Pitt  observed  that  there  was  not  a  single 
word  in  the  report  of  the  commissioners  which 
implied  that  any  injury  had  arisen  to  the  public 
irom  the  circumstance  complained  of,  or  that  the 
delay  of  so  much  as  a  single  day  had  ever  occurred 
in  the  discharge  of  any  of  the  demands  of  the  sea¬ 
men.  He  thought  it  was  very  unfair  to  endeavour 
to  excite  the  passions  in  a  case  which  ought  to  be 
examined  with  the  greatest  coolness  and  delibera¬ 
tion.  He  recommended,  and  moved,  that  the  re¬ 
port  of  the  commissioners  should  be  referred  to  a 
select  committee  of  the  House.  But  afterwards, 
on  some  words  dropped  by  I’ox,  he  consented  to 
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change  the  motion  into  a  motion  for  the  previous 
question.  Tierney,  who  had  been  called  to  the 
office  of  treasurer  of  the  navy  by  Addington,  and 
who  had  had  many  an  open  quarrel  with  Melville, 
declared  that,  while  he  had  been  treasurer,  he  had 
felt  no  inconvenience  to  result  from  a  strict  and 
literal  compliance  with  the  act  of  1785;  and  re¬ 
commended  that  the  report  of  the  commissioners 
should  be  taken  as  conclusive  evidence  against 
Melville,  “  who  had  already  had  as  fair  a  trial  as 
the  nature  of  the  case  would  admit  of,  and  upon 
whose  case  no  committee  of  that  House  could  throw 
any  more  light.”  Canning  thought  it  would  be 
monstrous  to  proceed  in  this  off-handed  manner  ; 
thought  that  nothing  was  less  clear  than  the  guilt 
of  the  noble  lord  ;  thought  that  there  was  little 
more  against  him  at  present  than  suspicion ;  and 
recommended  a  cool  and  patient  inquiry  by  com¬ 
mittee.  The  master  of  the  rolls  called  attention  to 
the  principles  of  jurisprudence,  which  required  the 
whole  case  to  be  gone  into  before  any  man  could 
be  pronounced  guilty.  He  said  that  the  object  of 
the  naval  commission  was  not  to  try  criminals,  or 
to  convict  men  upon  their  own  confession,  but  to 
inquire  into  abuses;  that  the  House  itself  could 
not,  upon  the  mere  report  of  the  commissioners, 
convict  a  man  without  hearing  evidence  at  their 
bar ;  and  that  it  did  not  appear  to  him  that  any¬ 
thing  like  -personal  corruption  was  proved  against 
the  noble  lord  in  the  report.  Lord  Castlereagh 
exhorted  the  House  not  to  be  led  away  by  vocife¬ 
ration  into  a  premature  and  unprecedented  de¬ 
cision.  On  the  other  hand,  F’ox,  Lord  Henry 
Petty,  George  Ponsonby,  and  others,  expressed 
their  conviction  of  Melville’s  guilt,  and  recom¬ 
mended  rapid  punishment.  But  the  speech  on 
this  side  which  made  the  most  impression  w'as 
that  of  Wilberforce,  who,  after  giving  a  glance  to 
Pitt,  who  had  been  watching  him  with  great  ear¬ 
nestness,  rose  and  delivered  himself  roundly  against 
Melville,  and  called  upon  the  House,  as  the  con¬ 
stitutional  guardian  of  the  rights  and  the  money 
of  the  people,  to  pass  Whitbread’s  resolutions,  and 
bring  the  culprit  to  justice.*  “  It  was  a  stormy 
night,”  says  Wilbertorce  himself;  “  I  siioke  late, 
and,  from  the  state  of  men’s  minds,  with  a  good 
deal  of  efi'ect.”  It  was  very  late  indeed  when  the 
House  divided,  and  when  there  occurred,  what  had 
not  happened  upon  any  great  question  for  many  a 
year,  a  perfect  equality  of  votes,  216  voting  for 
Whitbread’s  resolutions,  and  216  against  them, 
the  speaker  (Abbot),  with  whom  Wilberforce  and 
Bankes  had  consulted  beforehand,t  gave  the  cast¬ 
ing  vote,  and  it  was  against  Melville.  After  this 
division  Pitt  proposed  making  some  amendments 

*  “  The  snints  were  very  useful  on  this  occasion,  and  their  con¬ 
duct,  no  doubt,  is  entitled  to  approbation.  ^Vilbc» force’s  speech 
produced  a  ^^eat  effect.  So  little  was  the  result  expeeted,  that  at  two 
o’clock  that  morning  Lord  Melville  Mas  in  high  spirits,  having  jtist 
received  a  note  from  the  House  of  Commons,  saying  that  there  Mas 
no  doubt  of  n  large  majority  in  his  favour.” — Letter  from  iii/mer  to 
Sir  James  jMdc.hmtosh,  dated  l^th  of  Anril,  1805,  in  Memoirs  and  Co)'~ 
respondence  of  Francis  Homer,  M.r.f  ox/  his  Brother. 

t  “  llankes  and  I  Mere  long  doubtful  M'bat  jtart  mc  should  take 
ulrout  Lord  Melville,  but  at  length  clear,  and  Abbot,  M'hom  \\t  con¬ 
sulted,  clear  also.”— Diax-y, 
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in  the  wording  of  Whitbread’s  resolutions,  but 
none  of  any  consequence  were  admitted.  Whit¬ 
bread  then  moved  an  address  to  his  majesty  to 
remove  Lord  Melville  from  his  councils  and  pre¬ 
sence  for  ever ;  but,  on  the  suggestion  of  Pitt,  it 
was  agreed  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  this 
motion  for  two  days.  At  half-past  five  in  the 
morning  the  Llouse  adjourned. 

It  has  been  said  that  Wilberforce  had  carried 
with  him  the  decision  of  the  House;  that  his 
speech  influenced  forty  votes  ;  that  Pitt  could  not 
conceal  his  agitation  when  he  saw  the  turn  his 
speech  was  taking ;  and  that  the  business  of  this 
night  contributed  in  no  small  degree  to  Pitt’s  pre¬ 
mature  death.  Wilberforce  and  his  filial  biogra¬ 
phers  are  exceedingly  eager  to  disprove  the  last  of 
these  reports  ;  but  some  men  will  still  believe,  at 
least,  that  the  result  of  the  debate  and  division 
must  have  had  a  very  pernicious  effect  on  the 
already  harassed  mind  and  weakened  frame  of  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer.  The  saints  might  have 
been  quite  right  in  obeying  the  voice  of  their  con¬ 
science  ;  but  would  that  voice  have  been  so  loud  if 
Melville  had  been  more  of  a  saint?  Wilberforce 
had  wavered  and  doubted — and  that  too  apparently 
after  seeing  the  whole  of  the  commissioners’  re¬ 
port — what  course  he  should  take ;  it  had  been 
with  him  a  delicate  calculation  whether  he  should 
vote  for  or  against  Melville;  and  the  slightest 
weight  thrown  into  the  scale  would  have  produced 
a  different  vote  from  that  which  he  gave.  We 
derive  all  this  from  his  own  letters  and  diary  :  and 
w'e  derive,  from  these  same  sources,  a  little  more  than 
this ; — we  find  him,  for  example,  admitting  that 
Melville  had  only  acted  foolishly,  and  yet  in  his 
parliamentary  speeches  Wilberforce  represented 
him  as  having  acted  criminally;  w'e  find  him 
denying  that  Pitt’s  health  was  injured  by  the 
affair,  and  in  the  next  page  admitting  that  Pitt 
felt  it  acutely,  deeply,  and  that  Pitt  never,  so 
quailed  as  now  ;  we  find  him  here  talking  of  his 
conscience,  and  there  of  something  very  like 
worldly  expediency,  or  saying  “  that,  whatever 
might  be  the  consequences  of  this  affair,  and 
whether  the  administration  might  not  be  able  to 
stand,  it  was  perfectly  clear  that  they  could  not 
have  weathered  the  storm  with  Melville  in  their 
vessel  after  the  publication  of  the  commissioners’ 
report.”  And  yet,  before  this,  Wilberforce  had 
known  that  report,  and  had  doubted — had  been 
long  doubtful — what  part  he  should  take  about 
Lord  Melville. 

On  Wednesday,  the  8th  of  April,  as  soon  as 
Pitt  entered  the  House,  he  informed  it,  that  Lord 
Melville  had  resigned  his  office  (that  of  the  first 
lord  of  the  admiralty).  Whitbread  then  moved 
that  his  eleventh  resolution,  charging  Melville  with 
being  privy  to,  and  conniving  at,  the  withdrawing, 
for  his  own  private  interest,  sums  issued  to  him  as 
treasurer  of  the  navy,  should  be  read.  And,  this 
being  agreed  to  and  done,  Whitbread  again  rose, 
and  slated  that,  though  Lord  Melville’s  resignation 
could  not  have  been  unexpected  by  any  one,  yet  it 
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could  not  satisfy  either  him  and  the  House,  or  the 
public.  This  resignation  ought  not  to  stay  pro¬ 
ceedings.  Lord  Melville  had  not  been  dismissed  ; 
he  had  given  in  his  resignation  ;  but  he  might  be 
recalled  to-morrow,  and  the  nation  would  have  no 
cause  of  exultation  over  him,  if  parliament  did  not 
render  it  impossible  for  his  majesty  ever  to  call 
him  again  to  his  councils.  He  thought  it  but  right 
to  tell  his  majesty,  in  the  most  solemn  manner, 
that  it  was  necessary  to  remove  Lord  Melville,  not 
merely  from  the  admiralty,  but  from  every  office 
he  held  under  the  crown.  He  would  go  farther: 
— though  he  had  been  told  by  a  right  honourable 
gentleman  (Canning)  that  Lord  Melville’s  deputy, 
Mr.  Trotter,  had  been  dismissed,  he  would  move 
immediately  after  the  Easter  holidays,  that  the 
attornqy-general  should  be  directed  to  proceed  both 
against  his  lordship  and  Mr.  Trotter,  for  the  re¬ 
covery  of  the  profits  and  gains  so  unjustly  taken 
from  the  public  purse.  Whitbread  dwelt  upon  the 
emoluments  which  Melville  had  received,  hoping 
that  if  any  of  the  grants  were  revocable  they  would 
be  revoked  immediately ;  and  he  concluded  with 
moving  “  an  humble  address  to  his  majesty,  pray¬ 
ing  that  he  would  he  graciously  pleased  to  remove 
Lord  Melville  from  all  offices  under  the  crown 
during  pleasure,  and  from  his  councils  and  pre¬ 
sence  for  ever.” 

Canning  again  insisted  that  the  case,  which,  at 
present,  did  not  amount  to  more  than  a  bare  sus¬ 
picion,  could  not  warrant  the  severity  proposed  by 
Whitbread ;  and  he  expressed  his  astonishment  at 
seeing  that  the  friends  of  Earl  St.  Vincent,  for 
whom  Melville  had  ever  been  a  champion,  and 
naval  officers  upon  whom  he  had  heaped  kindness 
and  patronage,  and  other  men  wdrom  he  had  gene¬ 
rously  defended  from  unfounded  accusations,  should 
now  all  be  united  against  his  lordship — should  now 
all  attempt  to  hunt  him  down  in  his  forsaken, 
defenceless  state.  Grey,  G.  Ponsonby,  Wind¬ 
ham,  and  others  supported  Whitbread.  Windham 
thought  it  absolutely  necessary  that  a  promise  or 
declaration  should  be  given  which  would  render  it 
impossible  to  restore  Lord  Melville  to  office,  as  his 
lordship  had  such  a  hold  upon  those  in  power,  and 
they  were  so  linked  and  connected  together ;  and 
that,  if  the  House  valued  its  own  consistency  and 
honour,  it  w^as  bound  to  pass  the  present  motion, 
as  a  corollary  from  the  resolutions  of  Monday  last. 
Pitt  said  that  he  had  no  hesitation  in  stating  that 
all  idea  of  the  noble  lord’s  return  to  power  was 
completely  annihilated,  and  that  nothing  need  be 
apprehended  on  that  head.  But,  in  making  this 
frank  declaration,  he  wished  it  to  be  understood 
that  it  was  not  to  continue  in  force  in  case  the  re¬ 
solutions  of  Monday  should,  on  future  inquiry,  be 
found  to  have  been  premature,  and  consequently 
be  erased  from  the  journals  of  the  House.  In  any 
other  case  it  would  be  absolutely  impossible  for 
any  minister  ever  again  to  think  of  recommending 
the  noble  lord  to  a  share  in  his  majesty’s  councils. 
After  this  explanation  he  thought  it  w’ould  be  but 
an  act  of  common  liberality  to  the  noble  lord  to 
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drop  the  present  motion.  Wilberforce  was  much 
less  decided  now  than  on  the  previous  evening ; 
he  confessed  he  felt  an  indecision  as  to  which  way 
he  should  vote,  and  strongly  recommended  Whit¬ 
bread  to  withdraw  his  present  motion.  Mr.  David 
Scott  complained  of  the  severity  exercised  against 
a  statesman  who  had  served  his  country  meri¬ 
toriously  for  forty  years,  who  had  never  valued 
money,  who  had  never  made  money  in  office  al¬ 
though  he  might  have  made  millions,  and  ivko 
had  never  been  a  hitter  enemy  to  any  man.  Mr. 
Kinnaird  insisted  that  Lord  Melville  was  known 
to  have  been  in  Scotland  a  very  bitter  political 
enemy.  Melville’s  relative,  W.  Dundas,  the  now 
secretary  at  war,  wanted  to  know  whether  the 
honourable  member  who  spoke  last  could  have 
discovered  that  character  of  bitterness  in  the  noble 
lord  in  those  frequent  opportunities  he  took  of  par¬ 
taking  in  the  conviviality  of  his  lordship’s  man¬ 
sion,  for  weeks  and  months  at  a  time  ?  In 
the  end  Whitbread  withdrew  his  motion,  merely 
moving,  that  the  resolutions  voted  on  the  former 
night  should  be  laid  before  his  majesty  :  and,  this 
being  carried  unanimously,  he  moved  that  the  said 
resolutions  should  be  laid  before  his  majesty  by 
the  whole  House. 

When  Wilberforce  was  pressed  by  a  friend  to 
join  the  deputation  which  carried  up  the  resolutions 
to  St.  James’s,  he  refused  so  to  do,  protesting  that 
when  the  sentence-  of  the  Flouse  was  passed  he 
would  not  join  in  the  execution  of  it ;  that  it  was 
not  to  be  expected  of  him  that  he  should  stifle  the 
natural  feelings  of  the  heart,  and  not  shed  a  tear 
over  the  very  sentence  he  was  pronouncing ;  that 
he  knew  not  what  Spartan  virtue  or  stoical  pride 
might  require,  but  that  he  knew  he  was  taught  a 
different  and  a  better  lesson  by  a  greater  than 
Lycurgus  or  Zeno;  that  Christianity  enforced  no 
such  sacrifice;  that  she  required  him  to  do  justice 
indeed,  but  to  love  mercy ;  and  that  he  had  learned 
in  her  school  not  to  triumph  even  over  a  conquered 
enemy,  much  less  over  a  fallen  friend. 

Lord  Melville,  in  retiring,  had  strongly  recom¬ 
mended  Sir  Charles  Middleton  to  fill  his  place, 
as  the  man  who  was  most  popular  with  the  navy, 
and  most  likely  to  carry  out  reform,  economy,  and 
improvements.  It  was  very  generally  acknow¬ 
ledged  that  this  was  honourable  to  Melville ;  but 
it  appears  to  have  been  as  generally  apprehended 
that  Pitt  would  not  have  the  courage  to  accept  his 
nominee,  or  give  so  important  a  place  to  one  who 
had  so  little  parliamentary  interest,  and  who  stood 
so  perfectly  aloof  from  party  as  Sir  Charles  did. 
But  Pitt  conferred  upon  Sir  Charles  Middleton  the 
honours  of  the  peerage,  and  appointed  him  first 
lord  of  the  Admiralty  three  days  afterwards.* 

After  the  Easter  holidays  the  House  of  Commons 
was  occupied  and  much  agitated  by  a  newspaper 
article,  which,  in  expressing  satisfaction  at  the 
appointment  of  Middleton,  severely  censured  the 

*  Sir  Charles  Middleton,  hurt.,  admiral  of  the  wliite,  8:c.  was 
created  liaion  IWham  on  the  27th  of  Aiiril,  and  first  lord  of  tlic  Ad¬ 
miralty,  vice  Ix)id  Viscount  Melville,  on  the  30lh  of  the  same 
mouth. 


men  and  the  measures  that  had  caused  Lord  Mel¬ 
ville’s  retreat.  Though  the  general  current  ran 
the  other  way — though  most  of  the  newspapers 
were  filled  with  abuse  not  merely  of  Melville  but 
of  all  placemen,  and  Scotch  placemen  in  parti- 
I  cular — though  the  days  or  the  style  of  Churchill 
I  and  John  Wilkes,  of  the  ‘  Prophecy  of  Famine’  and 
I  the  ‘North  Briton,’  seemed  to  be  revived — there 
were  several  publications  which  hotly  espoused  the 
cause  of  the  fallen  minister,  and  as  hotly  assailed 
his  adversaries;  but  the  paper  selected  for  notice 
was  the  ‘  Oracle,’  morning  paper,  printed  and 
published  by  Peter  Stuart,  who  lived  in  Fleet- 
street,  but  who  came  from  beyond  the  Tweed.* 
Mr.  Grey  charged  himself  with  the  exposition  of 
the  matter  to  the  House,  The  article  stated  that 
party  rancour  and  popular  clamour  had  deprived 
the  king  and  country  of  the  great  and  powerful 
abilities  of  Lord  Melville;  that  in  no  period  of 
our  political  history  could  be  found  such  an  in¬ 
stance  of  the  strong  effects  of  prejudice ;  and  that, 
with  all  due  respect  to  the  House  of  Commons, 
and  to  town  and  country  meetings,  it  ought  to  be 
declared  again  and  again  that  Lord  Melville  had 
fallen  a  victim  to  misplaced  confidence,  to  prejudice, 
and  to  indignation  misapplied — that  he  had  been 
condemned  without  a  trial,  by  intemperate  judges 
and  the  violence  of  the  times.  Here  Mr.  Grey  ceased 
his  quotations  from  the  paper,  and  moved  that  Mr. 
Peter  Stuart,  the  publisher  thereof,  should  be  called 
to  the  bar  of  the  House.  Pitt  admitted  that 
the  passage  seemed  libellous,  but  hoped  that  if 
gentlemen  now  began  to  turn  their  attention  to  libels 
they  would  at  least  be  impartial,  and  not  select 
only  such  as  offended  their  own  party  or  connexions. 
He  hoped  they  would  not  select  one  particular  in¬ 
stance  for  punishment,  and  let  others  pass  with 
impunity.  Mr.  Grey  urged  that  the  case  had  been 
well  selected  as  one  which  called  for  the  special 
cognizance  of  the  House ;  and  Fox  warmly  sup¬ 
ported  him.  Mr.  Robert  Ward, t  who  had  noticed 
that  Mr.  Grey  had  stopped  short  in  the  reading  of 
the  ‘  Oracle’  article  just  where  a  terrible  diatribe 
against  Melville’s  enemies  commenced,  very  in¬ 
geniously  said  that,  in  order  to  let  gentlemen  see 
the  propriety  of  preserving  moderation  and  temper, 
he  should  move  that  the  sequel  of  the  paragraph 
should  he  read.  This  being  agreed  to,  Mr. 
Ward,  who  has  no  incident  so  good  in  any  of  the 
novels  he  has  written,  turned  to  the  clerk  of  the 
House,  who  read  as  follows  : — “  If  those  who  were 
so  very  impatient  to  deprive  Mr.  Pitt  of  so  able  a 
coadjutor  were  equally  zealous  in  their  endeavours 
to  restore  to  the  public  the  unaccounted  millions 
of  which  that  public  has  been  so  disgracefully 
robbed,  there  would  perhaps  be  some  excuse  for  all 
that  affectation  of  public  virtue  which  has  lately  dis¬ 
tinguished  certain  brawling  patriots  of  the  day. 
Lord  Melville  has  not  deprived  the  public  of  a 

*  Tiie  full  title  of  Stuart’s  morning  newspaper  was  *  The  Daily 
Advertiser,  Oracle,  and  True  llriton.’  This  IVter  was  the  brother  of 
Mr.  Daniel  Stuart,  long  proprietor  of  the  ‘Courier,*  in  conjunction 
with  Mr.  Street. 

t  The  author  of  Tremaine,  See. 
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single  farthing ;  his  most  implacable  enemies  have 
not  dared  to  charge  him  with  such  an  act :  can  as 
much  be  said  of  the  fathers  of  some  men  ?  If  the 
public  were  paid  its  pecuniary  claims  long  since 
indisputably  proved,  certain  furious  patriots,  in¬ 
stead  of  living  in  splendour,  would  be  put  on  the 
parish.  In  the  future  resolutions  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  in  the  future  resolutions  of  all  public 
meetings,  we  hope  that  an  immediate  attention  to 
the  enormous  debts  still  due  to  the  public  by  cer¬ 
tain  noisy  individuals,  will  be  strongly  recom¬ 
mended.”  As  soon  as  the  clerk  had  done  reading. 
Fox  rose  up,  and  in  an  angry  tone  asked  Mr.  Ward 
whether  he  thought  this  additional  paragraph  any 
palliation?  Mr.  Ward  replied,  that,  though  it 
might  not  be  a  palliation,  it  afforded  good  and  suffi¬ 
cient  reasons  for  having  the  whole  inquiry  prose¬ 
cuted  with  temper,  particularly  by  persons  lohose 
families  might  appear  to  have  been  defaulters  to 
a  large  amourd.  This  completely  silenced  the 
House,  which  hastened  to  agree  to  Mr.  Grey’s 
motion  for  calling  the  printer  and  publisher  to  the 
bar.  This  being  done,  Whitbread  inquired  of  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  whether  it  was  his 
intention  to  advise  his  majesty  to  expel  Lord 
Melville  from  the  privy  council.  Pitt  replied,  that 
he  did  not  feel  himself  called  upon  to  make  any 
such  recommendation.  Whitbread  then  gave  notice 
that  on  Tuesday  next  he  should  make  a  motion  for 
that  ]nirpose.  And  this  he  followed  up  by  moving 
to-night  for  a  select  committee  to  take  into  further 
consideration  the  report  of  the  naval  commissioners. 
The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  said  he  rejoiced 
at  the  notion  of  appointing  a  committee,  more  es¬ 
pecially  because,  in  consequence,  his  own  actions 
would  become  a  subject  of  inquiry.  He  wished 
those  actions  to  speak  for  themselves.  But  he 
could  not  think  it  would  be  proper  to  refer  the 
whole  of  the  report  of  the  commissioners  to  a  com¬ 
mittee,  as  he  understood  that  a  second  motion  was 
to  be  made,  directing  a  prosecution  by  the  attorney- 
general.  If  the  inquiry  was  to  be  prosecuted  by  a 
bill  of  discovery  as  to  the  question  of  participa¬ 
tion,  it  would  be  highly  improper  to  refer  that  part 
to  a  committee,  or  to  establish  two  concurrent  and 
collateral  investigations.  And,  therefore,  Pitt 
moved  by  way  of  amendment,  “  that  a  select  com¬ 
mittee  be  appointed  to  consider  further  of  the 
matter  contained  in  the  tenth  report  of  the  com¬ 
missioners  of  naval  inquiry,  so  far  only  as  the  same 
relates  to  the  application  of  sums  granted  for  navy 
services  to  other  branches  of  the  public  service,  as 
also  to  the  irregularities  committed  in  the  mode  of 
drawing  the  money  granted  for  the  service  of  the 
navy  from  the  bank,  and  to  any  communications 
that  might  have  been  made  to  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer  relative  to  such  irregularity.”  Whitbread, 
who  had  at  first  opposed  referring  the  matter  to  a  se¬ 
lect  committee,  strongly  resisted  this  limitation  of  the 
inquiry.  Fox  was  inelined  to  think  that  the  inquiry 
should  be  restricted  by  the  words  of  Pitt  s  amend¬ 
ment  ;  and  he  submitted  to  Whitbread  whether  his 
second  motion  for  the  prosecution  would  not  be  better 


postponed  till  after  the  committee  should  have  made 
its  report,  and  have  ascertained  what  persons  had 
been  connected  with  the  delinquent.  But,  at  the 
same  time.  Fox  cast  imputations  upon  his  great 
rival,  which  a  man  so  proud  as  Pitt,  and  who 
principally  prided  himself  upon  his  financial  re¬ 
gularity  and  his  immaculate  purity  in  money  con¬ 
cerns,  must  have  found  it  hard  to  bear.  He  called 
Pitt  the  man  who  had  been  the  protector  of  the 
great  public  delinquent,  and  who  had  been  minister 
during  the  whole  time  the  abuses  were  carrying  on 
in  the  treasury  of  the  navy.  He  w'as  glad  that  a 
select  committee  was  to  be  api)ointed ;  but  he 
trusted  that  the  House  would  take  a  special  care  to 
have  proper  persons  appointed  to  be  of  that  com¬ 
mittee  ;  and  he  hoped  that  the  committee  would 
act  with  the  same  ability,  integrity,  and  pertinacity 
that  had  been  displayed  by  the  naval  commis¬ 
sioners  who  had  made  the  report.  Sheridan,  who 
was  veering  again,  took  the  same  line  of  argument 
as  Fox,  and  the  same  pains  to  implicate  or  identify 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  with  Melville. 
Pitt  indignantly  disclaimed  every  idea  of  being 
implicated  in  any  of  the  charges  contained  in  the 
naval  commissioners’  report.  Fox  allowed  that 
there  was  no  passage  which  directly  implicated 
him ;  but  then  he  urged  that  there  was  an  article 
relating  to  money  taken  from  the  treasury  of  the 
navy  to  pay  for  secret  services,  which,  though  it 
did  not  mention  him  by  name,  might  lead  certainly 
to  a  decision  of  how  far  he  was  involved.  It  was 
evident  that  a  very  large  portion  of  the  opposition 
were  as  eager  to  press  the  blow  on  account  of  Pitt 
as  on  account  of  Melville ;  and  that  they  confi¬ 
dently  expected  that  the  premier  would  be  brought 
down  from  his  pride  of  place,  and  that  the  ministry 
would  be  entirely  broken  up  by  this  prosecution.* 
Upon  a  division,  Pitt's  amendment  was  carried  by 
229  against  151.  A  discussion  then  took  place  as 
to  the  best  way  of  selecting  the  committee.  Pitt 
moved  that  it  should  be  appointed  by  ballot,  his 
opponents  that  it  should  be  by  nomination.  On 
a  division,  Pitt’s  motion  was  carried  by  251  against 
120.  Some  efforts  were  afterwards  made  to  do 
away  with  the  appointment  by  ballot;  but  they 
failed.  On  the  following  day,  the  order  of  the 
day  being  read  for  the  attendance  of  Mr.  Peter 
Stuart,  the  printer  of  the  ‘  Oracle,’  a  very  vehement 
debate  took  place  touching  the  proper  manner  of 
dealing  with  him.  The  Whigs  were  for  great 
severity,  delivering  opinions  about  the  licence  of 
the  press  w’hich  scarcely  agreed  wfith  the  character 
or  customary  professions  of  their  party.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  Tories,  or  adherents  of  Pitt,  in¬ 
voked  the  glorious  liberty  of  the  press,  and  ran 
over  all  the  truisms  on  the  subject.  The  people  of 
this  country  surely  had  a  right  to  discuss  freely,  in 
newspapers  or  otherwise,  the  conduct  of  their  re¬ 
presentatives  in  parliament ;  the  right  might  at 
times  be  abused,  but  the  great  principle  was  not 

•  Horner,  who  was  closely  connected  with  the  Whig  opposition, 
writes  to  Mackintosh  on  the  hrst  blush  of  the  h\isiuess—'  1  here  can 
he  little  doubt  that  all  this  will  have  an  immediate  ellect  lu  shattering 
the  administration  already  so  frail.” 
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therefore  to  be  attacked  ;  and  the  honour  and  dignity 
of  parliament  would  be  best  consulted  by  passing 
tlie  article  in  the  ‘  Oracle’  over  in  silence;  and 
surely  the  House  ought  to  do  so  from  its  reliance 
on  its  own  rectitude.  Mr.  Grey  said  that,  if  the 
article  in  question  had  ai)peared  to  him  as  a  trivial 
matter,  or  as  a  fair  comment  on  public  affairs,  he 
should  not  have  complained  of  it ;  but  that  it  ap¬ 
peared  to  him  that  the  article  had  a  most  serious 
tendency  to  vilify  the  ])roceedings  and  insult  the 
authority  of  parliament,  box  hoped  his  conduct 
bad  pretty  well  shown  that  he  never  bad  been  of 
opinion  that  the  liberty  of  the  press  should  be 
rashly  meddled  with  ;  but  still  it  was  not  perhaps 
altogether  proper  that  every  gross  breach  of  pri¬ 
vilege  should  escape  with  impunity.  He  was  quite 
certain  that,  if  such  an  imputation  bad  been  thrown 
on  the  House  of  Commons  when  the  majority  was 
in  favour  of  the  minister,  it  would  not  have  been 
tolerated.  He  M'as  of  opinion  that  the  printer  ought 
to  be  punished,  but  that  bis  punishment  ought  not 
to  be  severe.  Whitbread  was  the  most  violent  of 
them  all  against  the  ‘  Oracle  ’  and  the  printer. 
Sheridan,  on  the  contrary,  spoke  kindly  of  both, 
and  very  neatly  iq)on  the  general  liberty  of  the 
jjress.  The  article  complained  of  was  mere  milk- 
and-water  compared  with  hundreds  of  others  that 
had  appeared  :  if  the  House  was  going  to  adopt  a 
new  feeling,  and  take  notice  of  all  expressions  of 
this  sort,  after  having  suffered  them  so  long  to 
pass  unheeded,  it  should  first  give  warning  of  its 
intended  rigour,  and  not  suddenly  let  punishment 
fall  on  a  particular  individual.  The  House  had 
long  connived  at  things  of  this  sort;  it  had  also 
connived  (and  nothing  more)  at  the  reporting  and 
printing  its  debates;  and  they  had  properly  done 
this,  and  he  should  consider  it  a  mortal  blow  to 
the  liberties  of  the  country  if  the  people  should  be 
ke[)t  in  ignorance  of  the  proceedings  of  parliament. 
The  members  of  that  House  were  in  the  habit  of 
taking  greater  freedoms  with  each  other  than  they 
wished  people  out  of  doors  to  do ;  but,  as  the 
severest  things  they  said  of  one  another  in  that 
House  were  published  in  the  reports  of  the  de¬ 
bates,  was  it  not  natural  that  people  should  fall 
into  an  imitation  of  their  style,  and  speak  of  them 
as  they,  the  members  of  the  House,  so  often  spoke 
ot  one  another  ?  At  hist  IMr.  Peter  Stuart  was 
called  back  to  the  bar ;  and  was  asked  by  the 
speaker  whether  he  acknowdedged  the  paper.  Peter 
said  yes.  The  speaker  then  said  that  the  paper 
had  been  complained  of  to  the  House  as  containing 
libellous  reflections  on  its  character  and  conduct; 
and  that  he  must  ask  him  what  he  had  to  say  in 
answer  to  the  charge.  Stuart  was  sorry  to  have 
incurred  the  displeasure  of  the  honourable  House, 
&c. ;  but,  having  said  these  words,  he  launched  out 
into  a  eulogium  upon  l^ord  Melville,  for  whom  he 
Would  “  always  entertain  the  highest  respect  and 
esteem  ;”  and  then  entreated  that  some  allowance 
might  be  made  for  that  freedom  of  discussion  of 
])ul)lic  affairs  wiiich  for  a  long  series  of  years  had 
fieen  sanctioned  by  common  usage.  He  was  or¬ 
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dered  to  withdraw ;  and  then  Mr.  Grey  moved  that 
he  had  been  guilty  of  a  high  breach  of  the  privi¬ 
leges  of  the  House.  The  attorney-general  (Spencer 
Perceval)  said  these  libels  or  articles  wore  differ¬ 
ent  aspects  as  they  were  for  us  or  against  us :  he 
recollected  when  the  newspapers  made  a  right 
honourable  member  of  that  blouse  state  at  clubs 
and  public  meetings  that  the  House  of  Commons 
was  lost  to  everything  that  was  just  and  proper, 
that  it  was  of  no  use  attending  it  any  longer,  and 
that  it  afforded  no  protection  to  the  public ;  and 
yet  the  House  had  never  interfered.  This  little 
page  from  the  history  of  Fox’s  secessions  made  a 
great  impression,  and  called  up  Fox,  who,  how¬ 
ever,  could  not  deny  a  single  iota  in  it.  But  Fox 
complained  that  it  was  not  very  candid  to  pass  it 
over  at  the  time  it  happened,  and  now  bring  it  for¬ 
ward  as  an  argumentum  ad  liominem  when  such  a 
libel  as  this  was  before  the  House — a  libel  more 
serious  than  many  others,  because  it  seemed  to  be 
agreeable  to  the  executive  power,  and  proceeded 
from  a  person  in  the  pay  of  government.  Mr. 
Grey’s  motion  was  then  put  and  carried.  But  in¬ 
stantly  after  it  was  moved  from  the  opposite  side 
that  Mr.  Peter  Stuart  should  be  merely  called  to 
the  bar,  reprimanded,  and  discharged.  Mr.  Grey 
said  that,  if  the  House,  after  voting  that  Stuart  had 
been  guilty  of  a  high  breach  of  privilege,  chose 
to  let  him  pass  with  no  greater  mark  of  its 
displeasure,  he  had  no  objection.  Fitt  himself 
then  moved  that  the  said  Peter  Stuart  should 
be  taken  into  the  custody  of  the  sergeant-at-arms. 
"When  the  printer  had  been  three  or  four  days  in 
custody,  he  sent  a  petition  to  the  House  which  was 
presented  by  Sir  Henry  Mildmay,  who  moved  that 
the  said  Peter  Stuart  should  be  brought  to  the  bar 
and  be  discharged.  But  Stuart,  whose  previous  eu¬ 
logium  of  Melville,  pronounced  at  the  bar,  had 
greatly  irritated  the  opposition,  had  inserted  words 
in  his  present  petition  which  indisposed  them  still 
further  towards  him.  After  expressing  his  regret 
that  he  should  have  unguardedly  made  use  of  ex¬ 
pressions  which  had  excited  the  displeasure  of  the 
liouse  of  Commons,  and  referring  to  his  conduct 
during  the  several  years  in  which  he  had  conducted 
a  newspaper,  in  which  it  had  uniformly  been 
his  principle  and  pride  zealously  to  support  the 
character  and  dignity  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
and  to  defend  both  Houses  of  Parliament  against 
the  charges  of  political  societies  and  clubs  expressly 
instituted  to  bring  both  Houses  into  disrepute  and 
contempt,  he  launched  forth  into  fresh  praises  of 
Melville,  and  into  fresh  reprobation  of  the  reform¬ 
ing  societies  which  had  once  been  so  hotly  sup- 
jiorted  by  the  Foxiles.  The  petition  said,  “In  any 
observations  which  your  petitioner  may  have  pub¬ 
lished  on  the  conduct  of  Lord  Melville,  he  could 
not  but  bear  in  mind  that  the  views  of  those  socie¬ 
ties,  abetting  domestic  treason,  and  assisted  by  the 
co-operation  of  the  revolutionary  jiower  of  France, 
would,  he  verily  believes,  have  effected  the  destruc¬ 
tion  of  the  British  constitution,  had  not  the  wise 
and  efficient  measures,  brought  forward  by  that 
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administration  in  which  Lord  Melville  held  so 
conspicuous  a  situation,  been  adopted,  and  this 
honourable  House  would  not,  in  that  case  perhaps, 
have  been  noio  in  existence,  either  to  censure  Lord 
Melville,  or  to  pardon  your  petitioner.”  The 
Foxites  cried  out  that  this  was  an  extraordinary 
petition,  that  this  was  not  humble  and  penitent,  but 
presumptuous  and  insolent  language.  Windham, 
whose  withers  were  unwrung,  whose  opposition 
to  the  political  societies  had  been  as  strenuous 
as  that  of  Melville  himself,  but  who  had  com¬ 
mitted  himself  with  the  present  mixed  opposition, 
hoped  Sir  Henry  Mildmay  would  feel  the  impro¬ 
priety  of  the  language  of  the  petitioner,  and  give 
up  his  motion.  Sir  Henry  replied  that  he  really 
saw  nothing  improper  in  it ;  that,  as  to  the  praises 
given  to  Lord  Melville,  and  those  who  acted  with 
him,  for  those  measures  which  had  enabled  the 
House  to  preserve  its  existence,  he  had  no  hesita¬ 
tion  to  avow  the  same  principle  ;  and  that  he  should, 
therefore,  persevere  in  his  motion.  Fox  said  that 
in  praising  Lord  Melville  the  petitioner  attacked 
those  who  brought  him  before  the  House ;  that  he 
could  not  conceive  how  such  a  defence  could  be 
admitted,  unless  ministers  meant  that  those  who 
were  brought  to  the  bar  for  libelling  the  House 
might  plead  as  a  justification  that  they  had  uni¬ 
formly  supported  administration,  and  had  only 
libelled  the  minority  or  opposition.  Whitbread 
asked  whether  it  was  to  be  endured  that  the  editor 
of  a  newspaper  should  tell  the  House  of  Commons 
that  he  had  sat  in  judgment  upon  them  and  their 
proceedings,  and  had  pronounced  his  applause  or 
his  censure  on  the  difl'erent  parties  in  parliament 
as  he  thought  fit  ?  This  was  strong,  and  uttered 
in  Whitbread’s  strong  and  somewhat  coarse  man¬ 
ner.  But  Wilberforce,  with  his  usual  suavity, 
said  that  this  was  not  a  proper  petition ;  that  it  was 
deficient  in  temper ;  that  it  was  not  in  this  style  of 
expression  that  the  House  ought  to  be  addressed  in 
behalf  of  a  person  who  had  offended  its  dignity, 
&c.  Upon  a  division,  however.  Sir  Henry  Mild- 
may’s  motion  was  carried  by  142  against  121  ; 
and  Mr.  Peter  Stuart  having  been  brought  to  the 
bar,  and  reprimanded  by  the  speaker,  was  dis¬ 
charged.  And  thus  ended  this  not  uninteresting 
episode,  which  displays  the  professed  champions 
of  the  liberty  of  the  press  in  open  combat  against 
it,  revealing  at  the  same  time  a  degree  of  soreness 
and  irritability  scarcely  to  have  been  expected  from 
so  slight  a  cause. 

On  the  same  day  Sheridan  moved  the  thanks  of 
the  House  to  the  commissioners  of  the  navy  for 
the  whole  of  their  conduct  in  the  execution  of  the 
arduous  duties  intrusted  to  them.  Wilberforce 
expressed  his  high  approbation  of  the  conduct  of 
the  commissioners,  and  thought  them  fully  entitled 
to  the  thanks  of  the  House  and  of  the  country ; 
but,  as  much  that  the  commissioners  had  done 
had  not  yet  been  examined,  and  as  other  reports 
remained  to  be  made  by  them,  he  conceived  that 
the  motion  was  rather  too  comprehensive.  Sheridan 
therefore  withdrew  his  motion  and  remodelled  it, 


omitting  the  words  “  the  whole,”  and  limiting  the 
thanks  to  the  reports  which  had  already  been  pre¬ 
sented  by  the  commissioners ;  and  in  this  form 
the  motion  was  carried.  It  was  then  moved  that 
the  resolution  should  be  communicated  by  Mr. 
Speaker  to  the  said  commissioners,  and,  this  being 
agreed  to,  the  House  adjourned. 

On  the  3rd  of  May  Mr.  Leycester  delivered  a 
message  to  the  Lords  from  the  Commons,  request¬ 
ing  their  lordships’  permission  for  Lord  Viscount 
Melville  to  attend  a  meeting  of  the  House  of  Com¬ 
mons,  to  be  examined  respecting  the  tenth  report 
of  the  naval  commissioners.  Their  lordships  re¬ 
plied  that  they  would  send  an  answer  by  a  mes¬ 
senger  of  their  own.  As  soon  as  Mr.  Leycester 
had  retired.  Lord  Hawkesbury  moved  that  the 
standing  order  should  be  read  which  imported  that 
no  peer  of  the  realm  should  attend  the  House  of 
Commons,  or  any  committee  thereof,  to  answer 
matters  of  charge  or  accusation  against  himself, 
on  pain  of  being  committed  to  the  Tower  during 
the  pleasure  of  the  House.  The  standing  order 
being  read.  Lord  Hawkesbury  moved  that  the 
message  of  the  Commons  should  be  referred  to  a 
committee  of  privileges,  and  that  the  clerk  should 
be  ordered  to  furnish  the  committee  with  such 
precedents  as  might  have  occurred.  Lord  Uarnley 
objected  that  this  was  throwing  difficulties  in  the 
w'ay  of  public  justice.  The  lord  chancellor  contended 
for  the  propriety  of  upholding  the  privileges  of 
that  House,  and  trusted  that  their  lordships  would 
not  be  unmindi'ul  of  the  solemn  resolution  taken 
in  1673,  which  prohibited,  under  severe  penalties, 
the  attendance  of  any  member  of  that  House  in 
the  Commons,  if  matter  of  accusation  against  him 
were  in  question.  Lord  Hawkesbury’s  motion 
was  agreed  to.  On  the  6th  of  May,  when  Whit¬ 
bread  was  going  to  press  a  motion  to  that  end, 
Pitt  rose  and  said  that  the  object  he  had  in  view 
w'as  already  accomplished ;  that  he  had  felt  it  his 
duty  to  advise  the  erasure  of  Lord  Melville’s  name 
from  the  list  of  the  privy  council ;  that  his  majesty 
had  acceded,  and  that  his  lordship’s  name  had 
been  erased  accordingly.  Pitt  added  that  he  had 
felt  a  deep  and  bitter  pang  in  being  compelled  to 
take  this  course ;  and  the  expression  both  of  his 
countenance  and  voice  bespoke  the  sincerity  and 
depth  of  his  feeling  :  the  whole  House  was  affected. 

It  had  been  previously  determined  that  a  com¬ 
mission  of  inquiry  should  be  appointed  to  examine 
into  the  state  of  the  war-office  and  of  the  adminis¬ 
tration  of  the  army;  and  on  the  16th  of  May 
Pitt  named  the  commissioners,  and  moved  “  that 
they  shall  inquire  into  all  the  abuses  that  do  exist 
in  the  said  department.”*  The  naval  commis¬ 
sioners  had  overlooked  existing  abuses  to  go  back 
through  a  series  of  twenty  years  in  search  of 
abuses  which  once  had  existed.  It  seemed,  there¬ 
fore,  but  fair  that  Mr.  Giles  should  move  as  an 

•  The  military  commissioners  named  were  Sir  C.  Stuart,  Major- 
General  Oakes,  and  Colonel  Beckwith,  for  the  strictly  military  de¬ 
tails;  Lieutenant-General  Drinkwater  for  the  civil  economy;  Mr. 
Cox  and  Mr.  Cummin^  for  the  legal  part;  and,  for  mercantile  judg¬ 
ment,  Mr.  Peters  and  Mr,  C.  Bosanquet. 
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amendment  to  Pitt’s  motion  that  the  words  “  or 
that  have  existed”  should  be  inserted.  But  this  gave 
Mr.  G.  Rose  an  admirable  opportunity  for  throw¬ 
ing  odium  on  Fox  and  his  family,  and  for  confirm¬ 
ing,  as  it  were,  from  his  place  in  parliament  the 
charges  which  Peter  Stuart  had  made  in  his  news¬ 
paper  against  defaulters  and  the  sons  of  defaulters ; 
and  Rose  very  ingeniously  said,  that  to  adopt  Mr. 
Giles’s  amendment  would  be  going  too  far  back, 
as,  for  example,  the  sum  of  half  a  million  of  mo¬ 
ney  was  left  unaccounted  for  by  the  late  Lord  Hol¬ 
land  at  his  death,  and  had  not  been  recovered 
until  fourteen  years  afterwards.  “  Had  this  sum,” 
continued  Rose,  “  been  laid  out  at  compound  in¬ 
terest  for  that  length  of  time  it  would  have  pro¬ 
duced  half  a  million — half  a  million  which  has 
been  lost  to  the  public — and  yet  his  executors  have 
never  seemed  to  think  themselves  accountable  for  the 
profits.”  Fox  rose  and  solemnly  assured  the  House 
that  he  had  never  received  one  shilling  of  those  pro¬ 
fits,  a  statement  which  he  was  ready  to  prove,  and 
that  he  believed  his  brother.  General  Fox,  could 
safely  say  the  same :  that  for  his  own  part,  when 
he  found  that  there  was  so  great  an  arrear,  he  had 
declined  acting  as  an  executor.  But  this  was  no 
excuse  for  those  who  had  acted  as  executors,  and 
who  had  reserved  to  the  late  Lord  Holland’s  heir 
fourteen  years  of  compound  interest  on  half  a 
million !  After  some  conversation,  Pitt’s  original 
motion,  without  the  retrospective  amendment,  was 
carried.  But  an  object  had  been  attained  :  in  dis¬ 
cussing  the  amendment  Rose  had  dealt  out  a  good 
back  stroke  on  the  hereditary  foe  of  his  own  patron 
and  friend  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer. 

On  the  23rd  of  May  Mr.  Sergeant  Best  moved 
for  a  select  committee  to  consider  of  the  eleventh 
report  of  the  naval  commissioners,  which  went  to 
implicate  Pitt  more  than  Melville,  affirming  that 
large  sums  of  money  had  occasionally  been  raised 
for  the  navy  by  loans,  by  order  of  ministers,  for 
alleged  secret  services,  without  the  consent  of  that 
House,  and  contrary  to  the  established  constitution 
of  the  country.  The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
urged  that  navy  bills  issued  for  secret  services 
could  be  inquired  into  only  by  a  secret  committee ; 
moved  and  carried  an  amendment,  excepting  from 
the  inquiry  the  sum  of  100,000/.,  which  had  been 
at  a  critical  moment  issued  for  secret  naval  ser¬ 
vices ;  and  then  agreed  to  Best’s  motion.  On  the 
next  day  Earl  Darnley  moved,  in  the  Lords,  for  a 
select  committee  to  take  into  consideration  the 
papers  on  the  table  respecting  the  actual  state  of 
the  navy  ;  implying  that,  under  Melville’s  manage¬ 
ment,  the  ship-building  department  had  been  an¬ 
other  scene  of  jobbery  and  corruption.  Lords 
Holland  and  Suffolk  supported  Earl  Darnley,  and 
the  Duke  of  Clarence,  after  speaking  in  the  highest 
terms  of  admiration  of  the  naval  administration  of 
Earl  St.  Vincent,  gave  his  hearty  assent  to  the 
motion,  which  was,  however,  rejected  by  88  against 
33.  The  debate  was  chiefly  noticeable  on  account 
of  the  direct  personal  animosity  displayed  by  Mel¬ 
ville  and  St.  Vincent  towards  each  other.  Melville 
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had  joined  Pitt  in  severely  criticising  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  the  navy  in  the  latter  part  of  the  Adding¬ 
ton  administration,  when  St.  Vincent  was  at  the 
head  of  the  admiralty ;  and  now  St.  Vincent  had 
directed  and  presided  over  the  naval  commission 
of  inquiry  which  had  criminated  Melville.  The 
animosity  on  each  side  was  great.  Melville,  not 
satisfied  with  defending  his  own  board  of  admi¬ 
ralty,  again  pulled  to  pieces  that  of  St.  Vincent ; 
and,  on  points  where  his  own  conduct  was  blamed, 
he  quoted  letters  written  by  St.  Vincent  to  show 
that  their  plans  and  proceedings  on  these  particular 
points  at  least  had  been  identically  the  same.  He 
therefore  thought  it  uncandid,  inconsistent,  dis¬ 
honourable  for  the  noble  lord  and  his  friends  to 
blame  him  in  these  particulars.  He  concluded  by 
saying  that  he  had  no  anxiety  whatever  as  to  the 
result  of  the  present  motion,  and  left  it  entirely  to 
the  discretion  of  the  House  to  decide  whether  there 
should  be  this  select  committee  or  not.  St.  Vin¬ 
cent  threw  the  blame  from  his  own  shoulders  upon 
the  members  of  the  navy  board,  in  the  constituting 
of  which  he  had  had  no  share.  He  said  that  in 
the  whole  of  that  board  there  was  not,  with  the 
single  exception  of  Mr.  Markham,  one  member 
who  did  his  duty  to  the  public  or  was  competent 
to  his  office ;  and  he  hoped,  in  justice  to  the  pub¬ 
lic,  that  all  of  them  would  be  ignominiously  dis¬ 
missed.  As  to  the  personal  attack  of  the  noble  lord 
(Melville),  he  treated  it  with  coirtempt ;  but  if  the 
present  motion  were  rejected  he  must  consider  it 
as  an  act  of  injustice  to  himself! 

Although  the  peers  clung  to  their  valuable 
privilege,  which  was  not  to  be  given  up  without 
an  injury  to  the  fabric  of  the  constitution,  they 
consented,  after  an  examination  of  precedents,  that 
Lord  Melville  might  present  himself  in  the  Com¬ 
mons  if  he  himself  chose  so  to  do.  And  on  the 
11th  of  June,  as  Whitbread  w'as  about  to  move 
for  a  regular  impeachment  against  Melville,  the 
speaker  announced  that  he  had  a  letter  from  his 
lordship,  requesting  the  permission  of  the  House  of 
Lords  to  attend  and  be  heard  upon  the  subject  of  the 
reports  of  the  naval  commissioners.  Mr.  Robert 
Dundas,  his  lordship’s  son,  then  rose  and  moved 
the  admission,  &c. ;  and  this  being  agreed  to,  his 
lordship  w'as  introduced  by  the  sergeant-at-arms, 
and  conducted  to  a  chair  placed  for  him  within  the 
bar.  After  resting  for  a  few  moments,  Melville 
rose  and  addressed  the  House.  He  expressed  his 
satisfaction  at  finding  that  an  opportunity  was  at 
length  given  him  to  defend  his  character — an  op¬ 
portunity  which  he  had  in  vain  asked  for  at  the 
hands  of  the  navy  commissioners.  He  read  several 
letters  which  had  passed  between  the  commis¬ 
sioners  and  himself,  and  in  which  they  absolutely 
refused  to  re-examine  him,  or  to  make  a  supple¬ 
mental  report.  He  stated  that  he  was  permitted 
by  the  House  of  Lords  to  attend  only  under  a 
limitation  that  he  should  defend  himself  only  on 
such  points  as  the  Commons  had  not  yet  passed  any 
accusatory  resolutions  upon.  He  declared  that  he 
never  knew  that  Mr.  Trotter,  his  paymaster,  had 
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drawn  any  money  out  of  the  navy  treasury  in  eva¬ 
sion  of  the  act;  that  he  never  knew  that  Mr. 
Trotter  had  invested  such  money  in  exchequer  or 
navy  bills ;  that  he  never  knew  that  he  had  lent 
money  upon  the  security  of  stock ;  that  he  never 
knew  that  he  had  employed  any  money  in  the  dis¬ 
count  of  private  bills,  or  in  the  purchase  of  bank 
or  India  stock.  “  If,”  said  he,  “  such  transacLons 
existed,  they  were  not,  as  stated,  with  my  privity 
and  consent.  I  need  not,  therefore,  stop  to  ex¬ 
press  the  indignation  I  lelt  when  I  found  that  not 
onlv  that  knowledge  was  imputed  to  me,  but  that 
it  was  even  surmised  that  Mr.  Trotter,  in  the 
execution  of  those  transactions,  enjoyed  the  benefit 
of  my  confidential  knowledge  of  the  secrets  of 
government.  Another  charge  I  must  notice,  and 
which  I  had  noticed  and  positively  denied  before 
the  resolutions  of  the  8th  of  April,  that  I  had  ever 
participated  in  profits  supposed  to  have  been  made 
by  Mr.  Trotter.  I  have  reason,  too,  to  know,  that 
he,  had  he  been  asked,  would  have  wholly  denied 
such  a  participation.  What,  indeed,  would  at 
once  refute  any  such  insinuation  is,  that  every  sum 
advanced  to  me  by  Mr.  Trotter,  has  been  repaid  to 
the  uttermost  farthing.”  It  appears  indeed  to 
have  been  most  clearly  proved  in  the  sequel,  that 
he  had  replaced  the  entire  sums  which  he  had 
himself  temporarily  used.  He  gave  the  history  of 
his  first  acquaintance  and  connexion  with  his 
paymaster.  On  first  coming  into  that  office,  he 
had  found  Mr.  Trotter  already  established  there. 
Mr.  Trotter  had  been  introduced  into  that  employ¬ 
ment  in  consequence  of  his  relationship  to  the  late 
Sir  Gilbert  Elliot  and  Mr.  Courts  the  banker.  He 
had  found  him  full  of  ability  and  of  zeal  for  the 
service  ;  and,  upon  the  death  of  an  old  paymaster, 
he  had  promoted  him  to  the  post.  Mr.  Trotter 
had  first  attracted  his  particular  countenance  by 
pointing  out  the  means  that  were  then  often  used 
to  deprive  poor  seamen  and  their  families  of 
money  that  was  due  to  them ;  and  Mr.  Trotter 
had  enabled  him  to  make  regulations  which 
were  afterwards  sanctioned  by  parliament  and 
found  to  be  of  great  benefit  to  the  service.  From 
being  constantly  near  him,  Mr.  Trotter  naturally 
became  the  channel  through  which  he  transacted 
a  vast  deal  of  public  and  private  business.  Though 
some  parts  of  his  conduct  might  have  recently 
brought  upon  him  much  anxiety,  he  could  not  but 
praise  the  admirable  manner  in  which  Mr.  Trotter 
had  conducted  the  pay-office  for  a  period  of  four¬ 
teen  years: — during  the  w'hole  of  that  time  notone 
payment  had  ever  been  a  moment  delayed  at  the 
treasurer’s  office ;  and  an  account  of  not  less  than 
134,000,000/.  sterling  had  been  closed  without 
the  loss  of  one  farthing  having  arisen  to  the  public 
during  the  whole  of  that  time.  He  knew  that  Mr. 
Trotter  was  closely  connected  with  Mr.  Coutts  the 
banker,  and  that  he  occasionally  lodged  money  in 
that  bank.  “  But,”  said  he,  “  if  it  is  meant  to 
say  that  Mr.  Trotter  had  any  authority  from  me  to 
draw  sums  indiscriminately  from  the  Bank  of 
England  for  his  own  use  or  emolument,  I  pmist 


deny  that  to  such  transactions  I  was  ever  privy : 
but,  if  it  is  meant  that  after  the  money  was  drawn 
from  the  Bank  by  assignments,  under  the  orders  of 
the  competent  boards,  it  was  illegal  to  put  it  into 
the  hands  of  Mr.  Coutts,  I  am  yet,  after  all  I  have 
heard,  to  learn  that  it  was  a  breach  of  the  statute. 
That  an  indiscriminate  power  of  drawing  from  the 
Bank  was  given  by  me  to  Mr.  Trotter  cannot  be 
alleged  by  any  person  who  attends  to  the  real  im¬ 
port  of  my  evidence.  The  plain  import  of  my 
answer  to  the  questions  of  the  commissioners  is 
this : — when  the  money  was  legally,  and  in  the 
terms  of  the  act  of  parliament,  drawn  from  the 
Bank  of  England,  I  permitted  Mr.  Trotter  to 
lodge  such  balance  of  the  money  assigned  as  was 
not  called  for  by  the  persons  entitled  to  receive  it. 
Now  I  contend  that  there  is  not  one  clause  of  the 
act  prohibitory  of  the  permission  to  lodge  assigned 
money  in  the  hands  of  a  private  banker  till  applied 
for  by  the  person  entitled  to  it.  This  point  I  wish 
to  be  considered  as  at  present  altogether  uncon¬ 
nected  with  the  use  made  of  the  money  when  so 
lodged.  Suppose,  that,  instead  of  lodging  the 
money  of  the  description  I  have  stated  in  a  private 
banker’s  hands,  the  practice  had  been  to  open  a 
separate  account  in  the  Bank  of  England  for  the  de¬ 
posit  of  such  assigned  money  till  called  for ;  nobody, 
surely,  would  have  contended  that  in  such  an  ar¬ 
rangement  the  treasurer  of  the  navy  would  have 
violated  either  the  spirit  or  letter  of  the  act;  and 
yet,  if  no  draft  could  be  made  except  on  the 
general  account  raised  at  the  Bank  in  the  name  of 
the  treasurer,  the  violation  would  equally  exist  in 
the  supposed  as  in  the  real  case.  The  fact  is,  that 
the  law  of  n85  was  not  intended  to  embrace  all 
regulations  for  the  conduct  of  that  great  machine 
which  has  now  become  necessary  for  the  regular 
payment  of  the  naval  service;  its  single  object  was 
to  convert  the  treasurer’s  account  from  a  personal 
to  an  official  account,  and  thereby  to  obviate  an 
abuse  whereby  ex-treasurers  of  the  navy  had  large 
balances  in  their  hands,  and  remained  great  pub¬ 
lic  accountants  and  debtors  many  years  after  they 
were  out  of  office.”  He  noticed  the  very  great 
difference  existing  between  the  army  pay-office  and 
the  navy  pay-office,  and  the  frequent  necessity  of 
the  payments  of  the  latter  taking  place  in  most 
minute  sums.  Would  it  have  been  advisable  to 
have  drawn  checks  or  drafts  upon  the  Bank  of 
England  for  1/.  35.  Old.?  He  observed  that  the 
practice  of  lodging  navy  money  in  Mr.Coutts’s  pri¬ 
vate  bank  had  continued  for  two  years  after  he  was 
out  of  office,  and  it  was  ultimately  altered  by  Mr. 
Bathurst,  not  on  a  clear  opinion  formed  by  that  gen¬ 
tleman  of  its  illegality,  but  only  because  he  thought 
the  alteration  expedient.  His  lordship  therefore 
thought  that,  even  if  he  had  violated  the  law,  there 
could  have  been  no  great  violation ;  that,  even  though 
there  had  been  a  breach,  yet  there  was  no  high  breach 
of  duty.  He  trusted  that  the  nature  and  extent 
of  the  benefit  which  he  knew  the  paymaster  might 
derive  from  lodging  the  money  thus  drawn  from 
the  Bank  of  England  in  the  hands  of  Messrs. 
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Coutts  M’ould  be  immediately  perceived.  He  con¬ 
ceived  the  advantage  to  arise  from  an  understand¬ 
ing  between  Mr.  Trotter  and  the  partners  of  that 
house,  as  to  the  benefit  they  might  respectively  de¬ 
rive  from  the  customary  use  of  money  while  in 
their  hands ;  and  such  an  arrangement  between 
them  could  not  prevent  the  paymaster  from  draw’- 
ing,  at  any  moment,  from  Coutts’s  house  any  sum 
requisite  for  the  discharge  of  claims  to  which  that 
deposit  money  was  liable.  He  had  not  interposed 
to  prevent  the  paymaster’s  enjoying  such  emolu¬ 
ment,  because  he  had  not  conceived  it  to  be  in¬ 
fringing  any  act  of  parliament,  nor  had  he  felt  that 
he  was  incurring  either  for  the  public  or  himself 
the  smallest  degree  of  risk  in  allowing  sums  to  be 
lodged  in  such  a  private  bank  as  Coutts’s.  He 
had  never  felt  it  to  be  a  clandestine  or  mysterious 
arrangement,  or  one  which  he  might  not  have  put 
an  end  to  at  any  moment  he  found  it  expedient. 
It  must  be  remembered  that  the  duties  of  the  pay¬ 
master  were  very  laborious,  and  that  his  salary 
was  only  500/.  a-year.  An  addition  had  been 
made,  indeed,  in  the  year  1800,  but  even  now  that 
salary  was  only  800/.  He  had  always  conceived 
that  a  gentleman  highly  trustworthy,  able,  and  active 
in  the  performance  of  his  duty  should  be  allowed 
some  higher  recompense  than  this.  Y^et  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  lodging  money  in  Coutts’s  bank  had  not 
arisen  in  the  first  instance  from  any  calculation  or 
view  to  private  emolument.  Previously  to  the 
year  1185  the  navy  ])ay-office  was  in  the  city,  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  Bank  of  England  ;  and 
it  was  only  in  consequence  of  its  removal  to  So¬ 
merset  House  that  the  suggestion  was  made  to  him 
of  the  convenience  of  keeping  some  money  at 
some  banker’s  in  the  neighbourhood.  He  still 
thought  that  both  the  convenience  and  ihe  security 
of  the  public  were  gainers  by  this  arrangement. 
He  declared  that  the  real  import  of  his  examina¬ 
tion  before  the  commissioners  had  been  much  mis¬ 
understood  or  purposely  and  grossly  misrepresented. 
It  had  been  affirmed  that  he  refused  to  answer  the 
commissioners’  question  whether  he  had  ever  de¬ 
rived  profit  from  the  public  money  placed  under 
his  control  as  treasurer  to  the  navy.  He  denied 
that  he  had  ever  done  any  such  thing.  The  state 
of  the  case  was  this.  In  the  month  of  June,  1804, 
the  commissioners,  by  letter,  called  upon  him  to 
give  them  an  account  of  certain  details  which  it 
was  literally  impossible  for  him  to  do  :  in  his  re- 
])ly  he  had  stated  this  impossibility ;  and  had  added 
that  he  should  think  it  his  duty  to  withhold  the  in¬ 
formation  they  required  with  respect  to  some  sums 
which  had  been  occasionally  drawn  from  the  navy 
office  for  'public  but  not  naval  services.  He  had 
heard  no  more  from  the  commissioners  for  the 
space  of  four  months ;  but  during  that  period 
they  had  become  possessed  of  all  Mr.  Trotter’s 
private  accounts  with  the  house  of  Messrs.  Coutts. 
On  the  2nd  of  November,  1804,  he  received  a 
summons  from  the  commissioners,  and  underwent 
an  examination  by  questions  obviously  prepared 
with  much  previous  consideration.  He  had  no 
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knowledge  of  Trotter’s  private  accounts  :  he  then 
received  the  unexpected  information  that  Mr. 
Trotter,  in  the  advances  he  had  made  to  him  on 
the  account  current  of  his  affairs,  had  made  them 
without  discriminating  whether  they  were  from 
private  funds,  or  from  his  public  balances.  From 
the  knowledge  of  this  blended  account  he  had  been 
induced  to  adopt  a  degree  of  reserve  beyond  what 
the  occasion  called  for.  A  great  deal  of  acrimony 
and  ingenuity  had  been  resorted  to  in  the  interpre¬ 
tation  of  another  of  his  answers.  When  the  com¬ 
missioners  questioned  him  whether  he  had  ever 
directed  or  authorised  Mr.  Trotter  to  lay  out  or 
apply  any  of  the  money  issued  for  carrying  on  the 
current  service  of  the  navy  for  his  owm  benefit  or 
advantage,  he  had  replied,  that  to  the  best  of  his 
recollection  he  never  had.  But  he  certainly 
might  and  ought  to  have  answered  simply  that  he 
never  had :  his  having  prefixed  the  other  useless 
words  arose  out  of  a  mode  of  expression  customary 
with  him  in  speaking  of  past  transactions.  Much 
asperity,  moreover,  had  been  founded  on  the  asser¬ 
tion  that  he  had  declined  to  answer  questions  to 
criminate  himself.  This  charge  was  the  more  ex¬ 
traordinary,  since  his  accusers  had  rested  the  w'hole 
of  their  charges  on  what  they  had  been  pleased  to 
call  his  own  confession.  He  had  most  assuredly 
never  made  use  of  the  clause  in  the  act  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  or  the  law  which  protected  a  man  from  ac¬ 
cusing  himself,  for  any  personal  reason,  but  solely 
to  protect  himself  from  any  of  those  irregularities 
which  might  be  supposed  to  be  committed  in  ap¬ 
plying  for  a  time  any  of  the  naval  money  to  some 
other  branch  of  the  public  service.  “  Indeed,” 
said  he,  “  if  I  had  disclosed  any  of  these  transac¬ 
tions,  I  should  have  felt  myself  guilty,  not  only  of 
a  breach  of  public  duty,  but  of  ct  most  unioarrant- 
able  breach  of  private  honour.”  [It  has  been 
surmised  that  these  sums  had  been  employed 
in  that  secret  service  department  which  never 
admitted  of  any  open  investigation.]  It  bad 
been  urged  against  him  that  he  could  have 
had  no  other  motive  for  remaining  treasurer 
of  the  navy,  after  he  became  secretary  of  state, 
except  the  unlawful  gains  he  made  by  that  first 
situation.  To  this  he  replied,  with  much  earnest¬ 
ness,  “There  is  one  who  heard  me  (Pitt),  and 
there  are  others  with  whom  I  have  now  no  con¬ 
nexion  in  politics,  who  can  bear  testimony  that  I 
never  was  one  hour  secretary  of  state  with  my  own 
inclination.  Under  the  original  institution  of  the 
India  board,  the  treasurership  of  the  navy  was 
understood  to  be  the  appropriate  situation  of  the 
person  who  was  to  take  the  leading  part  in  the 
management  and  control  of  afiairs  in  India.  I 
had  acted  in  that  character  for  many  years,  and 
perhaps  may  have  had  the  vanity  to  think  that, 
by  a  successful  administration  of  that  great  con¬ 
cern,  I  had  done  essential  service  to  my  country.  I 
had  certainly  a  predilection  for  the  Indian  depart¬ 
ment,  and  it  was  the  only  one  in  which  I  wished 
to  be  employed.  On  this  ground  I  declined  ac¬ 
cepting  the  seals  of  the  home  department  at  the 
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time  Lord  Grenville  was  appointed  ;  and,  when,  at 
a  later  period,  1  was  induced  to  accept  them,  it 
was  with  an  assurance  that  I  should  only  hold 
them  for  a  few  months,  till  the  return  from  abroad 
of  a  noble  lord,  for  whom  they  were  destined.  He 
did  not  return  at  the  time  expected,  and  the  state 
of  the  country  rendered  it  impossible  for  me  to 
decline  obeying  the  command  of  my  sovereign,  by 
remaining  in  the  home  department.  When  the 
Duke  of  Portland  was  appointed  to  that  situation, 
I  again  made  it  my  request  that  I  might  confine 
myself  to  the  affairs  of  India,  and  I  again  only 
desisted  from  being  specially  commanded  by  his 
majesty  to  do  so.  The  result  of  my  statement  is, 
that  I  never  had  any  predilection  for  the  office  of 
treasurer  of  the  navy,  excepting  so  far  as  it  was  the 
situation  at  that  time  appropriated  to  the  person 
at  the  head  of  the  administration  of  India.”  But 
besides,  while  he  had  been  treasurer  of  the  navy, 
and  at  the  head  of  the  administration  of  India,  he 
had  been  at  the  same  time  the  confidential  adviser 
of  government  in  everything  relating  to  the  affairs 
of  Scotland.  “  In  this  last  capacity,”  said  he, 
“  every  person  must  feel  the  impossibility  of  my 
not  having  recourse  to  the  expenditure  of  occa¬ 
sional  Slims  for  the  purposes  of  government ;  and, 
how'cver  satisfied  my  own  conscience  may  have 
been,  and  however  clear  the  necessity  and  propriety 
of  the  expenditure  in  the  instances  in  which  it 
occurred,  every  one  must  be  aware  that  it  is  im¬ 
possible  they  should  be  detailed  without  great 
public  and  personal  inconvenience.”  [This  is 
almost  tantamount  to  a  declaration  from  Mel¬ 
ville’s  own  lips,  that  he  had  taken  money  from 
the  navy  pay-office  with  one  hand,  and  given  it 
with  the  other  hand  to  be  sent  into  Scotland  for 
secret  services.]  A  reference  to  the  trial  at  Edin¬ 
burgh  of  .  Robert  Watt,  the  informer  and  spy,  who 
had  corresponded  with  secretary  Dundas  (Lord 
Melville),  and  had  had  still  closer  communications 
with  his  relative  the  Lord  Advocate,  who  had 
given  him  money,  may  throw  considerable  light  on 
this  dark  subject,  and  enable  us  to  conceive  that 
wdiat  had  been  done  in  one  case  might  have  been 
done  in  many  cases.*  It  has  been  stated  and 
re-stated  in  common  accounts  of  these  proceed¬ 
ings,  and  even  in  popular  histories,  that  there 
were  some  20,000/.  which  Melville  never  would 
and  never  did  account  for ;  and  the  fact  is  so  put 
as  to  leave  the  impression  that  this  sum  he  had 
appropriated.  But  Melville  said,  in  this  speech 
to  the  Commons,  that  it  was  only  on  account  of 
the  public  and  personal  inconvenience,  and  of  the 
breach  of  public  duty,  and  most  unwarrantable 
breach  of  private  honour  which  his  entering  into 
particulars  wmuld  involve,  that  he  abstained  from 
giving  more  minute  explanations  (than  that  the 
money  was  neither  used  nor  meant  to  be  used 
for  any  object  of  personal  profit  or  emolument) 
touching  a  sum  of  10,000/.,  which  had  been  used 
on  his  first  coming  into  the  treasurership  of  the 
navy,  when  the  restrictive  act  had  not  yet  been 
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passed;  and  about  a  similar  amount  which  had 
been  taken  and  employed  at  a  later  period  :  and 
the  fair  inference  to  be  drawn  from  these  words, 
and  from  evidence  on  his  trial,  seems  to  be  that 
both  these  sums  had  been  spent  in  secret  ser¬ 
vices.  There  was,  besides,  a  sum  of  40,000/.  ad¬ 
vanced  out  of  the  navy  money  to  Mr.  Pitt,  for 
purposes  which  had  been  explained  to  the  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  House  of  Commons  by  hlr.  Pitt 
himself.  “  And  yet,”  said  Melville,  “  if  Mr. 
Pitt  had  not  thought  it  expedient  to  divulge  the 
transaction,  I  should  have  thought  it  my  duty 
never  to  have  made  such  a  discovery  from  any 
personal  consideration  either  of  fame  or  safety; 
although  it  is  obvious  to  what  an  extent  of  addi¬ 
tional  suspicion  and  obloquy  I  should  have  been 
exposed  by  the  concealment.”  Except  a  very  few 
most  determined  and  implacable  enemies,  no  man 
knowing  anything  of  the  business  and  of  Pitt’s 
character,  attempted  to  insinuate  that  the  chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  exchequer  had  taken  out  the  40,000/. 
to  accommodate  himself;  and,  when  so  large 
an  amount  was  temporarily  extracted  from  the 
treasury  of  the  navy  to  be  employed  on  separate 
and  altogether  different  government  service,  it  was 
natural  to  conclude  that  smaller  amounts  w^ere 
occasionally  used  in  the  same  manner,  at  the  direct 
order  or  with  the  connivance  of  Pitt.  Melville 
declared  that  he  was  himself  perfectly  well  aware 
of  the  confidential  purposes  to  which  this  sum  of 
40,000/.  and  the  two  sums  of  10,000/.  each  were 
to  be  applied ;  but  that  Mr.  Trotter  was  wholly 
ignorant  of  those  appropriations,  and  that,  if  Mr. 
Trotter  had  endeavoured  to  form  a  conjecture  con¬ 
cerning  them,  it  would  have  only  served  to  mislead 
and  confuse  him.  Hence,  in  Trotter’s  complicated 
running  account  with  him,  and  in  the  checks  on 
Coutts’s  house,  many  sums  might  be  set  down  in 
Melville’s  name,  and  look  as  though  they  had  gone 
directly  into  his  pocket.  Trotter,  who  figured  in 
the  double  capacity  of  paymaster  to  the  navy  and 
private  banker  (for  it  is  evident  that,  during  a  good 
part  of  the  time,  he  had  had  an  interest  and  an 
authority  in  Coutts’s  house,  if  he  had  not  been  an 
actual  partner),  had,  on  several  occasions,  made 
advances  of  money  to  his  superior  on  his  private 
account ;  and  had,  as  Melville  now  declared,  re¬ 
ceived  regular  interest  for  such  advances.  But  on 
the  sums  advanced  by  Trotter  as  paymaster  to  the 
government  for  services  not  connected  with  the 
navy  no  interest  had  ever  been  paid  ;  nor  would 
the  same  sums  have  yielded  any  interest  had  they 
remained  in  the  Bank  of  England  ;  nor,  under  the 
circumstances  of  the  case,  had  Melville  ever  ima¬ 
gined  that  the  public  would  look  for  interest.  The 
2000/.  increase  of  salary  to  the  treasurer  of  the 
navy  was,  as  the  act  of  1785  specified,  to  be  paid 
out  of  “  the  sale  of  old  naval  stores,”  which  was 
certainly  not  the  best  or  readiest  method  of  paying 
a  public  servant  of  government,  or  any  one  else, 
but  one  of  the  worst  methods  that  can  possibly  be 
conceived.  At  times  Melville  had  considerable 
arrears  due  to  him,  and  at  times  he  left  sums  in 
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the  hands  of  the  paymaster,  upon  which  no  interest 
was  ever  paid  by  the  one  party  or  expected  by  the 
other.* 

There  were  other  passages  in  this  long  and  able, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  frank-looking  defence  into 
which  we  cannot  enter;  but  there  remains  one, 
relating  to  a  circumstance  deemed  very  suspicious, 
which  seems  to  demand  particular  notice.  Whit¬ 
bread,  or  some  friend  or  friends  of  that  manager, 
had  obtained  information  of  a  written  release  passed 
reciprocally  between  Melville  and  Trotter  after 
the  winding  up  of  their  affairs,  in  which  there  was 
a  clause  binding  each  of  the  parties  to  cancel  or 
destroy  the  vouchers  of  all  pecuniary  transactions 
between  them ;  and  Trotter  upon  being  called 
upon  had  produced  this  release,  which,  after  all, 
was  nothing  but  such  a  precautionary  document  as 
commonly  attends  the  closing  of  long  and  com¬ 
plicated  accounts,  and  which  seemed  more  particu¬ 
larly  called  for  when  a  man  was  concerned  so  very 
careless  in  his  money-accounts  as  Melville  had 
proved  himself  to  be.  Accordingly  we  find  that  it 
was  Trotter  who  proposed  the  said  release  and  who 
got  it  drawn  up  in  London  while  Melville  w'as  at 
Edinburgh.  “  I  was  at  the  distance  of  400  miles,” 
said  his  lordship,  “  when  this  release  was  prepared 
and  transmitted  to  me  for  signature;  there  was 
nothing  particularly  to  call  my  attention  to  this 
destroying  clause,  nor  did  I  think  there  was  any¬ 
thing  more  in  it  than  a  common  form,  expressive 
of  an  obligation  on  the  parties  not  to  keep  in  their 
possession  any  receipts  or  other  vouchers  which 
could  be  made  the  ground  of  a  claim  by  the  heirs 
of  either  party  against  the  other.  I  was  never 
consulted  about  this  clause,  as  indeed  my  distance 
from  the  place  where  it  was  prepared  has  a  ten¬ 
dency  to  show.  Mr.  Trotter  himself  has  been 
asked,  ‘  Did  Lord  Melville  give  any  instructions 
for  inserting  the  clause  to  destroy  the  vouchers?’ 
and  he  has  answered,  ‘  No.’ — ‘  Did  you  know  of 
his  having  given  such  instructions  to  any  one  else  ?’ 
and  he  has  answ'ered  that  he  did  not.  Mr.  Spot- 
tiswoode,  who  drew  the  release,  having  died  within 
these  few  months,  I  am  deprived  of  his  evidence ; 
but  his  partner  and  his  son  would  probably  have 
heard  that  particular  instructions  had  been  given, 
were  the  case  so  ;  and  they  declared  they  know 
nothing  of  it.  But,  indeed,  a  charge  grounded 
upon  this  clause  is  in  itself  absurd; — if  it  means 
anything,  it  must  mean  that  Mr.  Trotter  and  I, 
being  conscious  of  some  foul  transactions,  had  re¬ 
solved  to  destroy  the  evidence  of  them  ;  yet,  instead 
of  destroying  such  evidence  silently,  we  are  sup¬ 
posed  to  be  willing  to  record  our  intention  in  a 
formal  deed,  and  to  publish  to  every  person  who 
saw  the  deed  the  means  we  had  taken  to  cover  it. 
The  House  has  been  desired  (by  Whitbread)  to 
attend  to  the  circumstance  of  the  deed  being  dated 
soon  after  the  commission  of  naval  incjuiry  was 

•  **  Trottor,  said  his  lordship,  ‘‘  received  of  my  private  funds 
and  from  my  salary  not  less,  and  probably  much  more  than  20,000/. 
duriiij(  tile  14  )ears  he  was  in  the  navy-unicet  tlie  Kein‘ral  impression 
I  hail  of  tlio  slate  of  our  aecoimts  was  such  us  to  make  iuterest  uiioii 
any  balance  appear  to  me  of  little  moment." 


[Book  III. 

appointed ;  but,  if  the  parties .  concerned  were 
panic-struck  by  a  dread  of  those  commissioners, 
would  they  not  have  immediately  destroyed  their 
dangerous  documents  of  guilt,  instead  of  entering 
into  an  obligation  liable  to  all  the  objections  and 
difficulties  which  have  been  pointed  out  ?  Surely 
the  parties  had  no  ground  to  imagine  that  this  re¬ 
lease  would  not  be  produced,  as  well  as  the  docu¬ 
ments  meant  to  be  destroyed  ;  and  certainly  not 
one  of  the  vouchers  could  have  been  dwelt  upon 
with  more  ingenuity  and  asperity  than  this  release 
has  been.  If  indeed  it  was  meant  to  impose  any 
active  obligation  upon  me,  I  have  certainly  been 
very  remiss  in  the  performance  of  it,  since  1  never 
have  destroyed  a  single  paper  from  a  feeling  that 
I  was  bound  by  this  deed  to  do  so.”  In  similar 
releases  such  a  destroying  clause  was  commonly 
introduced ;  and,  though  the  respective  parties 
might  not  burn  their  complicated  accounts,  receipts, 
vouchers,  &c.,  it  was  held  that  they  were  virtually 
destroyed  by  this  clause,  that  they  no  longer  ex¬ 
isted  de  jure,  though  they  might  survive  de  facto, 
and  they  could  not  after  this  engagement  be  made 
the  ground  of  any  future  litigation.  If  there  were 
men  of  business  in  the  House,  they  ought  to  have 
known  this,  and  to  have  treated  with  contempt  the 
inferences  drawn  from  the  existence  of  this  com¬ 
mon  clause  in  the  release.  In  concluding  his 
speech,  Melville  said,  “  An  to  the  act  of  'parliament 
appointing  the  commissioners  of  naval  inquiry,  no 
one,  I  believe,  imagined  that  anything  hut  the 
abuses  in  the  dock-yards  'ivas  the  object  of  the  ap¬ 
pointment.  No  one  thought  it  was  to  go  far  back 
into  past  times,  and  confine  itself  to  the  production 
of  charges  against  me.  At  the  time  I  was  applied 
to  for  the  release,  I  was  living  with  my  family,  and 
amongst  my  friends  in  Scotland ;  and,  perhaps,  if 
I  had  continued  in  that  secession  from  public  busi¬ 
ness,  no  attack  would  ever  have  been  directed 
against  me.”  He  hoped  he  had  refrained  from  any 
asperity  of  language,  tiis  enemies,  however,  were 
much  mistaken  if  they  supposed  that  his  spirits 
were  easily  to  be  broken  down  by  any  exertion  of 
theirs.  But  the  lashes  intended  for  him  bad 
cruelly  lacerated  the  feelings  of  many  valuable 
friends,  and  of  others  more  nearly  and  dearly  con¬ 
nected  with  him.  Yet  he  could  hardly  believe  that 
either  impeachment  or  indictment  was  seriously  in¬ 
tended.  The  canvassings  which  bad  been  made, 
the  public  meetings  which  had  been  held,  and  all 
the  other  active  steps  which  had  been  taken  out  of 
doors  could  never  have  been  resorted  to,  had  any 
legal  proceedings  been  intended  against  him.  Cir¬ 
cumstances,  not  in  his  power  to  control,  debarred 
him  from  the  possibility  of  disclosing  what  would  be 
most  to  his  personal  interest  to  disclose.  But  he 
would  not  despair  of  receiving  even  in  bis  own 
time  ample  justice  from  his  deluded  country;  he 
yet  expected  to  be  considered  hereafter  as  a  man 
who  had,  during  a  long  life  of  public  service,  ex¬ 
erted  his  unremitting  endeavours  to  promote  the 
welfare  and  the  essential  interest  of  bis  country. 

His  lordship  having  bowed  and  retired,  Whit- 


Chap.  I.]  CIVIL  AND  MILITARY 

bread  rose ;  and,  after  a  long  speech,  moved  that 
Henry  Lord  Viscount  Melville  be  impeached  of 
high  crimes  and  misdemeanors.  Mr.  Nathaniel 
Bond,  a  member  of  the  privy  council,  and  president 
of  the  Board  of  Trade,  suggested  that  impeach¬ 
ment,  though  the^most  dignified,  was  also  the  mbst 
expensive,  tedious,  and  cumbrous  mode  of  pro¬ 
ceeding  ;  that  a  criminal  prosecution  would  answer 
all  the  purposes  much  better;  and  he  therefore 
moved  tliat  the  attorney-general  should  be  directed 
to  prosecute  his  lordship,  &c.  The  master  of  the 
rolls  pleaded  warmly  for  the  party  accused :  he 
thought  that  Lord  Melville  had  already  been 
treated  with  too  much  severity ;  that  neither  the 
commission  of  inquiry,  nor  the  committee  of  the 
House,  had  brought  forward  facts  or  proofs  sufficient 
to  justify  either  impeachment  or  criminal  prosecu¬ 
tion  in  the  ordinary  court;  that  the  release  about 
which  so  much  had  been  said  signified  little  or 
nothing;  and,  finally,  that  enough  had  been  done, 
and  that  all  further  prosecution  would  partake  of 
injustice.  Lord  Temple  said  he  would  vote  for  an 
impeachment.  Mr.  Hawkins  Browne  thought  that 
Lord  Melville  had  sufi'ered  too  much  already.  Mr. 
Hiley  Addington,  the  relative  of  the  late  premier, 
who  had  raised  Dundas  to  the  peerage,  said  he  had 
a  most  painful  duty  to  perform,  because  he  could 
not  divest  his  mind  of  a  just  consideration  of  the 
great  services  rendered  to  the  country  by  Lord 
Melville,  and  because  he  could  never  cease  to  re¬ 
member  the  many  marks  of  private  friendship  and 
kindness  which  he  had  personally  experienced 
from  his  lordship ;  but  he  was  bound  to  sacrifice 
private  feelings  to  public  duty,  and  would  vote  for 
the  amendment  as  being  the  more  lenient  method  ; 
adding,  however,  that,  if  a  criminal  prosecution  by 
the  attorney-general  should  not  be  acceded  to,  he 
saw  no  alternative  left  but  to  vote  for  the  impeach¬ 
ment.  Mr.  Alexander  considered  the  offence  of 
Lord  Melville  to  partake  much  more  of  the  cha¬ 
racter  of  the  malum  prohibitum  than  the  malum 
in  se.  Previous  to  the  Act  25  Geo.  III.,  the  prac¬ 
tice  with  which  Lord  Melville  was  charged  was 
not,  either  by  common  or  statute  law,  a  crime  ;  even 
by  that  statute,  the  practice  was  merely  prohibited, 
and  no  penalty  annexed  to  the  commission  of  it  : 
it  lay  therefore  with  the  House  to  determine  the 
penalty ;  and  under  all  the  circumstances  he 
thought  that  a  penalty  sufficiently  severe  had  been 
already  inflicted,  in  the  deprivation  of  office,  and 
the  expulsion  from  the  privy-council.  Mr.  Pytehes 
thought  that  Lord  Melville  would  have  done  much 
better,  had  he  requested  some  friend  to  tell  the 
House,  that  he  had  done  wrong  and  was  sorry  for 
it,  instead  of  coming  forward  himself  to  make  a 
speech,  in  which  he  most  pertinaciously  asserted 
his  innocence.  Had  he  manifested  anything  like 
repentance,  had  he  appealed  to  the  feelings  of  the 
House,  he  might  have  met  compassion  ;  but  from 
the  whole  of  his  demeanor,  combined  with  all  the 
other  circumstances,  he  really  thought  him  entirely 
undeserving  of  lenity.  Lord  Henry  Petty  (the 
present  Marquess  of  Lansdownc),  who  had  pre- 
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viously  delivered  a  speech  on  this  subject,  which 
Fox  had  declared  to  be  one  of  the  best  speeches  he 
had  ever  heard,  spoke  again  at  some  length,  and 
was  heard  with  much  attention.  And  then,  the 
hour  being  very  late,  Wilberforce  moved  and  car¬ 
ried  an  adjournment  till  the  morrow. 

When  the  debate  was  renewed  on  Wednesday 
the  12th,  Mr.  Leycester,  a  friend  and  adviser  of 
Lord  Melville,  explained  most  of  the  money-trans¬ 
actions  which  had  passed  between  his  lordship 
and  Mr.  Trotter;  stated,  with  reference  to  the 
bond  of  release,  that  covenants  to  give  up  vouchers 
were  frequent ;  and  called  upon  the  House  to  stop 
all  further  proceedings.  Then  Wilberforce  rose 
and  declared  that  Lord  Melville’s  own  speech  had 
convinced  him  that  some  further  criminal  prose¬ 
cution  was  necessary  before  justice  could  be  sa¬ 
tisfied.  He  complained  of  that  silence  on  sundry 
points  to  which  his  lordship  had  restricted  himself, 
and  declared  that  all  his  lordship’s  arguments  had 
been  refuted  by  Whitbread.  He  called  one  of 
Melville’s  explanations  “  a  miserable  quibble.” 
He  would  not  deny  that  Lord  Melville’s  conduct, 
in  connexion  with  India,  had  been  very  admirable; 
but  this  was  not  to  be  admitted  as  a  set-off  for  de¬ 
linquencies  in  another  department.  He  returned 
to  Melville’s  reservation  and  secrecy  upon  matters 
which  he  declared  he  could  not  reveal  without  a 
flagrant  breach  of  public  and  private  honour  (and 
with  some  of  these  matters  Wilberforce  must  have 
known  that  his  friend  Pitt  was  closely  connected), 
and  he  dwelt  upon  the  silence  in  a  way  the  best 
calculated  to  aggravate  dark  suspicions.  Melville’s 
misconduct,  he  said,  had  been  characterised  by  its 
intensity  on  the  one  hand,  and  by  its  continuity  on 
the  other.  The  only  punishment  inflicted  had  been 
the  striking  him  out  of  the  list  of  privy  council¬ 
lors.  The  resolutions  of  the  House  might  very 
properly  precede  a  motion  for  impeachment ;  they 
could  not,  therefore,  be  considered  as  a  part  of  pu¬ 
nishment.  He  thought  there  would  be  no  incon¬ 
sistency  in  adopting  a  criminal  proceeding.  He 
was  inclined  himself  to  adopt  the  amendment  of 
his  learned  friend  (Bond),  but  those  who  were 
agreed  as  to  the  substance  ought  not  to  differ 
about  the  manner  of  obtaining  it ;  and  he  there¬ 
fore  wished  the  amendment  not  to  be  pressed. 
Wilberforce  was  followed  by  Lord  Castlereagh, 
who  gave  his  decided  negative  to  the  original  mo¬ 
tion,  and  expressed  his  astonishment  at  the  course 
irow  pursued.  He  said  that  up  to  the  present 
motion  every  step  taken  indicated  that  no  criminal 
proceeding  was  to  be  resorted  to ;  that  Fox  had 
distinctly  declared  that,  if  Lord  Melville  were  re¬ 
moved  from  his  majesty’s  councils  and  presence 
for  ever,  he  should  consider  all  personal  proceed¬ 
ings  against  him  as  concluded ;  and  that  Whit¬ 
bread  himself  had  never  intimated  that  he  would 
do  more  than  bring  forward  a  motion  for  insti¬ 
tuting  a  civil  suit.  With  respect  to  the  secret 
service  money  which  had  been  taken  from  the 
moneys  of  the  navy,  he  more  than  intimated  that 
it  had  been  sent  into  Scotland  ;  and  with  regard  to 
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IMelville’s  silence,  he  urged  that,  in  times  like  those 
through  which  the  country  had  lately  passed,  mo¬ 
ney  might  be  applied  in  secret  services,  the  disclo¬ 
sure  of  which  might  endanger  the  life  and  honour 
of  those  who  had  placed  implicit  confidence  in  the 
faith  of  a  minister.  He  showed,  too,  that  not 
only  this  sum,  but  every  other  sum,  had  been  re- 
])aid  down  to  the  last  farthing.  He  concluded  by 
reminding  the  House  of  the  merits  and  long  and 
active  services  of  Lord  Melville,  who  was  not  the 
man  to  commit,  nay  shipwreck,  his  reputation  for 
paltry  pecuniary  advantages.  Mr.  Grey  insisted 
that  Lord  Melville’s  delinquencies  were  notorious ; 
that  he  had  not  been  sufficiently  punished*  and 
declared  that  he  would  vote  for  an  impeachment, 
and,  if  that  should  not  be  carried,  for  a  criminal 
prosecution.  Mr.  Robert  Dundas,  Lord  Melville’s 
son,  complained  of  the  public  meetings  which  had 
taken  place  out  of  doors,  and  which  had  been  called 
together  by  the  friends  of  those  who  were  pursuing 
his  father.  These  meetings  must  prejudice  the 
minds  of  those  who  might  afterwards  have  to 
try  the  cause,  and,  as  jurymen,  to  decide  upon  it. 
After  offering  various  financial  explanations,  and 
denying  that  his  father  had  ever  had  large  sums 
standing  in  the  funds,  Mr.  Dundas  asserted  that  the 
registry  of  the  release  had  been  made  in  the  court 
of  session,  and  was  therefore  of  necessity  a  very 
public  transaction,  and  one  which  could  not  have 
taken  place  if  his  father  had  been  seeking  that 
mystery  or  concealment  which  was  imputed  to  him. 
Mr.  Bankes  and  several  others  recommended  the 
criminal  prosecution  by  the  attorney  -  general. 
Canning  thought  that,  if  his  lordship  was  to  be 
tried  at  all,  it  ought  to  be  by  his  peers ;  but  that 
a  civil  action  would  be  enough,  or  more  than 
enough :  and  he  expressed  his  perfect  agreement 
with  the  observation  made  by  Lord  Melville,  that 
the  time  was  not  far  distant  when  the  unnatural 
magnitude  to  which  the  offence,  if  such  it  was, 
had  been  swelled  would  subside,  and  his  lordship’s 
character  be  rescued  from  the  obloquy  now  cast 
Tq)on  it.  After  a  long  debate  the  House  divided 
on  Whitbread’s  original  motion,  when  there  ap¬ 
peared  272  against  the  impeachment,  and  195  for 
it.  They  next  divided  upon  Bond’s  amendment, 
and  the  criminal  prosecution  by  the  attorney-gene¬ 
ral  was  carried  by  the  thin  majority  of  nine,  the 
numbers  beiug  238  against  229. 

Lord  Melville  or  his  friends,  however,  thought 
there  were  important  reasons  for  preferring  im- 
])eachment  to  a  criminal  prosecution ;  and  on  the 
25th  of  June,  Bond,  who  was  to  have  moved  on 
that  day  for  an  instruction  to  the  attorney-general 
to  commence,  withheld  his  motion ;  and  his  learned 
IViend  Leycestcr,  deploring  that  the  House  sliould 
consider  any  furtlier  proceedings  necessary,  moved 
that  Henry  Lord  Viscount  Melville  be  impeached, 
and  that  all  other  proceedings  by  the  House  be 
stayed.  He  grounded  tliis  motion  ])rincipally  on 
tlie  almost  universal  and  inveterate  prejudice 
against  the  noble  lord  existing  in  the  public 
mintl,  and  assiduously  cultivateJ  there.  He  asked 
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whether,  with  such  a  weight  of  prejudice  against 
him,  Lord  Melville  could  be  fairly  tried  by  a  jury  ? 
The  jurors  in  Westminster  Hall  were  generally 
composed  of  tradesmen  and  shopkeepers — respect¬ 
able  and  upright  men,  no  doubt — but  most  pro¬ 
bably  in  this  instance  impressed  with  a  prejudice 
of  which  they  would  not  be  able  to  get  rid  on  the 
trial.  Pitt  warmly  supported  Leycester.  Fox 
called  for  the  previous  question,  but  was  out-voted 
by  166  against  143  ;  and  then  the  trial  by  impeach¬ 
ment,  against  which  272  had  voted  on  the  12t]i, 
was  carried  without  a  division.  A  bill  was  then 
introduced  and  carried  through  the  House,  to  in¬ 
demnify  Mr.  Trotter  and  all  others  who  might 
give  evidence  on  the  trial  against  any  consequences 
personal  to  themselves.  And  on  the  26th  of  June, 
Whitbread,  accompanied  by  a  great  number  of 
members,  impeached  Lord  Melville,  in  the  name 
of  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain,  of  high  crimes 
and  misdemeanors,  at  the  bar  of  the  House  of 
Lords.  A  bill  was  brought  into  the  Commons  by 
Whitbread  to  avoid  those  differences  of  opinion 
which  had  arisen  in  the  case  of  Warren  Hastings, 
or  to  prevent  the  proceedings  in  the  impeachment 
of  Lord  Melville  from  being  affected  by  any  proro¬ 
gation  or  dissolution  of  parliament ;  and  after  some 
slight  alteration  in  the  wording  it  was  carried 
through  all  its  stages  without  a  division.  Here 
the  proceedings  rested  for  the  present,  and  befure 
any  further  progress  could  be  made,  Pitt,  whose 
health  and  spirits  w'cre  evidently  affected  by  them, 
was  laid  in  Westminster  Abbey.* 

On  the  12th  of  May  motions  founded  on  a  pe¬ 
tition  of  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland  to  be  re¬ 
lieved  from  their  remaining  civil  disabilities  were 
made,  in  the  House  of  Lords  by  Lord  Grenville, 
and  in  the  Commons  by  Fox.  The  proposition 
was  rejected  in  the  Lords  by  178  against  49,  in 
the  Commons  by  336  against  124.  Many  mem¬ 
bers,  not  opposed  to  the  granting  of  further  indul¬ 
gence,  professed  to  think  that  this  was  not  the 
moment  for  pressing  the  claims.  Out  of  doors, 
the  prevailing  sentiment,  as  Pitt  said,  was  totally 
against  them. 

On  the  12th  of  July  a  message  from  the  king 
was  delivered  to  parliament,  stating  that  the  com¬ 
munications  which  had  taken  place,  and  were  still  de¬ 
pending,  between  his  majesty  and  some  of  the  powers 
on  the  Continent  had  not  yet  been  brought  to  such 

•  On  the  lUhof  July  \Vindham  moved,  **  That  an  humble  address 
be  pivscured  to  his  majesty,  that  he  will  be  gratdously  pleased  tu  gi\  e 
directions  that  there  be  laid  before  this  House  copies  of  such  corre¬ 
spondence  as  may  have  taken  place  between  his  majesty’s  Government 
and  the  government  of  France,  or  with  lliat  of  any  other  country,  re¬ 
lative  to  the  treatment  or  exchange  of  Captain  Wright,  late  of  his 
majesty’s  sloop  ‘  Vincego,’  and  now  a  prisoner  of  war  iu  close  confine¬ 
ment  in  France.”  The  motion  was  seconded  by  Sir  Sidney  Smith, 
who  knew  by  personal  experience  some  of  the  horrors  of  the  Temple, 
and  who  sx>oke  as  if  he  suspecteil  the  foulest  play  towards  his  old  ofiicer 
and  comrade,  who  probably  was  by  this  time  dead.  Sir  Sidney  paid 
a  warm  triliuU*  to  his  gallant  friend  ;  and  read  a  letter  describing  the 
reinarkalrle  engagement  in  which  Wrigdit  was  captured,  and  the  sub- 
seiiueiit  hardsliips  to  which  he  and  hi.s  brave  ofticers  and  crew’  had 
been  subjected.  He  was  so  overcome  by  his  feelings  tliat  his  voice 
failed  him  several  limes,  and  at  the  eiul  he  was  obliged  to  break  olf 
aliruptly.  Some  correspondence  which  had  been  carried  on  with  the 
French  minister  of  marine  was  laid  before  the  House,  but  it  contained 
no  further  information  than  that  the  French  guveniuicut  w  ere  deter¬ 
mined  to  keep  Wright  a  close  prisoner* 
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a  point  as  to  enable  his  majesty  to  lay  the  result  of 
them  before  the  House,  or  to  enter  into  any  further 
explanation  with  the  French  government,  consis¬ 
tently  with  the  sentiments  expressed  by  his  majesty 
at  the  opening  of  the  session ;  but  that,  conceiving 
it  might  be  of  essential  importance  to  have  it  in  his 
power  to  avail  himself  of  any  favourable  conjunc¬ 
ture  for  giving  effect  to  such  a  concert  with  other 
powers  as  might  afford  the  best  means  of  resisting 
the  inordinate  ambition  of  France,  or  might  be 
most  likely  to  lead  to  a  termination  of  the  present 
contest,  on  grounds  consistent  with  the  permanent 
safety  and  interests  of  his  dominions,  and  the  se¬ 
curity  and  independence  of  Europe,  his  majesty 
recommended  parliament  to  consider  of  making 
provision  for  enabling  him  to  take  such  measures, 
and  enter, into  such  engagements  as  the  exigencies  of 
affairs  might  require.  A  sum,  not  to  exceed  three 
millions  and  a  half,  was  instantly  voted  for  the  pur¬ 
poses  stated  in  the  message ;  and,  on  the  same  day, 
parliament  was  prorogued  by  commission. 

Two  days  before  the  prorogation.  Lord  Sid- 
mouth  (Addington)  and  Lord  Buckinghamshire 
resigned.  The  cause  generally  assigned  at  the 
time  for  these  resignations  was  a  difference  of  opi¬ 
nion  about  Lord  Melville;  but  there  were  certainly 
many  other  differences  and  other  causes  which 
made  Sidmouth  averse  to  continuing  in  office  under 
Pitt.  Sidmouth  too  may  have  calculated  that  the 
impeachment  of  Melville  might  entirely  break  up 
the  cabinet,  and  realize  the  ardent  hope  of  Fox 
and  his  friends.  Sidmouth  was  succeeded  by  Lord 
Camden,  and  Lord  Buckinghamshire  by  Lord 
Ilarrovvby.  Lord  Castlereagh  obtained  Earl 
Camden’s  place  of  secretary  of  foreign  affiiirs. 
The  adherents  of  Sidmouth  were  distinguished 
neither  by  their  number  nor  by  their  ability,  but 
to  the  mixed  opposition,  already  so  numerous,  a 
slight  addition  of  weight  might  turn  the  balance 
against  Pitt,  whose  personal  energy  moreover  was 
evidently  on  the  decline. 

Although  it  had  not  been  deemed  expedient  to 
communicate  the  fact  to  parliament,  a  treaty  had 
been  signed  as  early  as  the  11th  of  April,  by  which 
the  Emperor  of  Russia  and  the  King  of  England 
reciprocally  bound  themselves  to  use  the  most  effi¬ 
cacious  means  for  forming  a  general  league  of  the 
states  of  Europe,  for  the  purpose  of  putting  an  end 
to  the  encroachments  of  the  French  government, 
and  securing  the  independence  of  Europe.  Sweden 
and  Austria  had  both  entered  into  the  same  views. 
The  King  of  Sweden  had  signed  a  separate  treaty 
with  the  Emperor  of  Russia,  on  the  10th  of  Ja¬ 
nuary  ;  but  Austria  hung  back,  and  recommended 
that  negociations  should  be  attempted  with  Bona¬ 
parte  before  proceeding  to  hostilities.  A  Russian 
envoy  was  dispatched  for  France  ;  but  he  stopped 
for  a  time  at  llerlin  to  sound  the  intentions  of  the 
prevaricating  cabinet  of  the  King  of  Prussia,  and 
while  he  was  there  intelligence  received  at  Vienna 
and  Petersburgh  of  Bonaparte’s  having  annexed 
Genoa  to  France,  and  of  his  having  intimated  by 
other  proceedings  that  a  state  of  peace  on  the  Con- 
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tinent  was  not  to  prevent  his  aggrandizing  himself 
still  further  at  the  expense  of  his  neighbours,  led 
to  the  envoy’s  immediate  recal,  and  to  the  deter¬ 
mination  of  Austria  to  try  again  the  fortune  of  war. 
By  a  treaty  signed  at  Petersburg!!,  on  the  9th  of 
August,  Austria  became  a  member  of  the  league 
with  England,  Russia,  and  Sweden.  But  Prussia 
continued  in  the  same  dubious  state;  increasing 
her  armies,  avoiding  any  direct  engagement,  or 
even  explanation,  and,  evidently,  waiting  events, 
in  order  to  determine  which  side  to  take  as  the 
most  advantageous  to  herself.  Bonaparte  had  long 
been  holding  out  the  lure  of  Hanover,  and  for  the 
possession  of  those  dominions  of  their  old  ally  and 
near  relative,  the  King  of  England,  coupled  with 
certain  other  advantages  to  be  obtained  at  the  ex¬ 
pense  of  the  House  of  Austria,  the  court  of  Berlin, 
or  those  who  directed  its  affairs,  would  have  gone 
hand  in  hand  with  the  Emperor  of  the  French. 

Without  taking  into  account  the  incidents  of  the 
preceding  year,  and  with  relation  to  Austria  the 
incidents  of  a  series  of  years,  or  nearly  all  that  had 
happened  since  the  peace  of  Luneville,  the  provo¬ 
cations  given  by  Bonaparte  since  the  opening  of 
the  present  year  were  by  themselves  of  a  nature 
and  of  an  extent  not  to  be  tolerated.  It  is  absurd 
to  talk  or  write  about  treaties  and  particular  clauses, 
or  about  the  possibility  of  remaining  at  peace  with 
France  :  there  could  be  no  peace  with  her  unless 
she  was  allowed  her  way  in  all  things : — it  had 
come  to  this,  that  Europe  must  fight  or  submit ; 
and  the  abundant  experience  of  some  years  had 
demonstrated  what  were  the  effects  of  submission 
to  a  rapacious,  remorseless,  insatiable  power.  “  The 
nature  of  Napoleon,”  says  the  Italian  historian, 
“  was  restless,  disordered,  constant  only  in  ambi¬ 
tion.  Therefore  he  never  remained  long  at  the 
same  point,  changing  continually  to  rise  the  higher. 
It  appeared,  and  it  was  even  solemnly  and  with 
magnificent  words  said  by  him  and  by  Melzi,  the 
vice-president  of  the  Cisalpine  Republic,  that  the 
regulations  made  at  Lyons  with  the  Italian  Con- 
sulta  were  to  be  unchangeable  and  eternal ;  but 
before  two  years  had  elapsed  those  regulations 
were  described  as  defective,  insufficient,  and  not 
conducive  to  anything  good  or  lasting.  All  this 
signified  that  he  who  had  made  himself  an  emperor 
in  France  must  be  made  a  king  in  Italy.  It  was 
not  without  a  design  that  so  many  Italians  of  note 
had  been  invited  to  Paris  to  attend,  in  the  name  of 
the  Cisalpine  Republic,  the  Imperial  coronation 
and  ceremonies.  Melzi,  the  vice-president;  the 
councillors  of  state,  Marescalchi,  Caprara,  Paradisi, 
Fenaroli,  Costabili,  Luosi,  Guicciardi,  together 
with  deputies  from  the  colleges,  &c.,  obeyed  the 
summons,  and  remained  some  considerable  time 
in  France.  They  were  given  to  understand  that 
the  emperor  must  be  king,  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Alps;  that  the  Italian  republic  was  an  anomaly, 
and  that  the  proceedings  at  Lyons  must  be  con¬ 
demned  and  reversed ;  and  at  the  sign  given  by 
Napoleon  these  Italians  promptly  obeyed.”  ♦ 
•  Cailo  Botta. 
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Among  the  deputies  were  several  men  illustrious 
by  name,  and  not  obscure  in  individual  character 
or  in  talent ;  but  implicit  obedience  was  imposed 
by  the  sense  of  weakness  and  helplessness,  and  it 
might  honestly  be  confessed  that  the  republican 
system  had  not  worked  very  well  in  Italy — and  if 
they  did  not  submit  to  Bonaparte,  they  must  sub¬ 
mit  again  to  the  Austrians. 

On  the  l7th  of  March,  the  Corsican  being  on 
his  throne  in  the  Tuileries,  the  Italian  deputies 
bent  the  knee  before  him,  and  vice-president 
Melzi  delivered  a  studied  and  most  servile  address. 
The  Italian  said  that,  taking  all  things  into  con¬ 
sideration,  it  was  clearly  impossible  that  his  coun¬ 
try  should  preserve  her  present  form  of  govern¬ 
ment  j  that  the  republican  constitution  settled  at 
Lyons  was  but  an  accidental  circumstance  corre¬ 
sponding  with  other  accidents  of  that  time;  that 
common  sense  and  experience  showed  the  neces¬ 
sity  of  instantly  changing  that  constitution,  and 
erecting  a  monarchy  in  Italy  ;  and  that  it  followed 
as  a  natural  consequence  that  the  Italian  throne 
could  be  occupied  only  by  the  great  Napoleon. 
“  Thus  is  it,  O  Sire,”  added  Melzi,  “  you  willed 
the  Italian  republic  to  be,  and  it  was  :  now  will 
that  the  Italian  monarchy  be  happy — it  will  be!  ” 
We  may  spare  the  adulation,  and,  with  still  better 
reason,  some  idle  phraseology  about  a  monarchic 
constitution  which  Melzi  introduced  parentheti¬ 
cally  into  his  discourse.  When  he  had  done  speak¬ 
ing,  he  presented  to  the  emperor  the  public  act  of 
the  Consulta,  which  prayed  the  emperor  to  accept 
the  crown.  This  act  further  expressed  that  the 
monarchy  should  be  hereditary;  that  the  style 
should  be  Napoleon  I.  King  of  Italy  ;  that  the  two 
crowns  of  France  and  Italy  should  remain  united 
only  on  the  head  of  Napoleon,  and  not  on  the 
heads  of  his  descendants  and  successors  in  France ; 
that  he  might,  however,  appoint  his  own  successor 
in  Italy,  provided  it  were  not  the  same  prince  that 
was  to  fdl  the  imperial  throne ;  and  that  it  was 
hoped  that  Napoleon  would  cross  the  Alps  as  soon 
as  he  conveniently  could  to  receive  the  crown,  and 
settle  definitive  laws  for  the  kingdom.  The  old 
and  brilliant  idea  of  uniting  the  whole  of  the  Ita¬ 
lian  peninsula  under  one  government,  separate  and 
independent,  may  have  dazzled  the  minds  of  some 
of  these  poor  statesmen,  and  have  blinded  them  to 
the  indications  and  proofs  which  surrounded  them 
of  the  improbability  of  Bonaparte  ever  aiding  to 
work  out  this  day-dream,  or  ever  treating  Italy 
otherwise  than  as  a  dependency  and  adjunct  to 
France.  But  he  knew  the  note  which  would  flatter 
and  cajole  them  most ;  and,  therefore,  in  reply  to 
their  act  and  to  Melzi’s  harangue,  Bonaparte  de¬ 
clared  from  the  imperial  throne  that  it  bad  ever 
been  his  cherished  idea  to  raise  the  Italian  nation 
to  unity,  liberty,  and  independence;  that,  even 
while  on  the  banks  of  the  far-off  Nile,  he  had  felt 
for  the  misfortunes  of  the  Italians;  that,  thanks 
to  the  invincible  cotirage  of  his  soldiers,  he  had  re- 
ai)peared  at  Milan  when  his  Italian  people  be¬ 
lieved  him  to  be  still  on  the  shores  of  the  Red  Sea ; 
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that,  while  still  covered  with  the  blood  and  dust  of 
the  field  of  Marengo,  he  had  devoted  his  thoughts 
to  the  best  means  of  re-organising  their  beautiful 
country,  and  making  it  happy.  He  added  that  he 
accepted  the  crown  which  they  offered,  but  whicb 
he  would  only  keep  so  long  as  the  interests  of 
Italy  required  it.  After  this  acceptance  Bona¬ 
parte  sent  Talleyrand  over  to  the  senate  to  declare 
that  the  present  union  of  the  crown  of  Italy  to  that 
of  France  was  very  necessary.  And,  followdng 
close  on  the  heels  of  his  minister  for  foreign  affairs, 
he  appeared  in  that  august  assembly  bimself,  and 
told  the  senators  that  his  power,  or  the  power  of 
France,  was  exceeded  only  by  his  or  its  modera¬ 
tion;  that  Holland,  Switzerland,  all  Italy,  and 
nearly  all  Germany,  had  been  conquered ;  but  that 
in  the  high  tide  of  prosperity  the  greatest  mildness 
and  moderation  had  been  observed  :  and  then  he 
bade  them  look  at  the  monstrous  usurpations  and 
encroachments  of  other  powers — at  the  iniquitous 
partition  of  Poland,  at  the  provinces  torn  from 
Turkey  by  Russia,  at  the  conquests  made  by  the 
English  in  India — and  judge  whether  it  were  not 
necessary  to  throw  weight  into  the  French  scale. 
They  knew,  he  said,  that  France  had  never  taken 
up  arms  out  of  a  love  of  conquest  or  aggrandize¬ 
ment  1  The  senators  did  what  senators  were  made 
to  do  :  they  echoed,  they  applauded  ;  they  abused 
the  republican  form  of  government,  and  gave  din¬ 
ners  and  balls  to  celebrate  the  birth  of  the  Italian 
monarchy.  Bonaparte  then  appointed  his  step-son 
and  adopted  son.  Prince  Eugene  Beauharnais,  to  be 
viceroy  of  Italy,  and  created  vice-president  Melzi 
keeper  of  the  seals  for  that  kingdom  with  an  enor¬ 
mous  salary.  The  other  Italian  deputies  were  not 
forgotten  ;  but  in  the  distribution  of  honours  and 
places  some  few  of  them  fared  but  indifferently,  be¬ 
cause  they  were  reported  to  have  expressed  a  high 
regard  for  constitutional  securities.  No  time  was 
lost  in  completing  this  easy  work.  With  a  retinue 
more  numerous  and  more  gorgeous  than  ever  had 
been  witnessed  under  the  old  kings  or  emperors, 
Bonaparte  traversed  France  and  crossed  the  Alps; 
and  on  Sunday,  the  26th  of  May,  he  was  crowned  in 
the  magnificent  cathedral  of  Milan.  The  ceremony 
was  not  performed  by  the  pope,  although  Pius  VII. 
was  at  Turin  at  the  time,  but  by  the  archbishop  of 
Milan.  The  iron  crown  of  the  old  Longobard  kings, 
whose  dynasty  had  been  overthrown  by  Charle¬ 
magne,  had  been  brought  with  solemn  pomp  from 
its  sanctuary  in  the  Abbey  of  Monza,  to  serve  for 
the  occasion.  But  ixt  Milan,  as  at  Paris,  Bonaparte 
would  let  no  hand  but  his  own  place  a  crown  on 
his  head ;  and  seizing  the  iron  emblem  with  both 
his  hands  (for  it  w'as  heavy),  he  put  it  on  his 
brow,  saying  in  his  loudest  voice,  Dieu  me  l\i 
donnli ;  Gare  qiti  la  louche — (God  has  given  it 
me ;  Woe  to  him  that  touches  it). 

Being  crowned  with  the  iron  crown  of  the  Lon- 
gobards,  Bonaparte  instituted  an  Italian  Order 
of  the  “  Iron  Crown  ;”  and  modelled  the  new 
kingdom  on  precisely  the  same  plan  as  the  French 
empire.  On  the  7th  of  June  he  opened  in  person 
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the  session  of  the  Italian  legislative  body,  telling 
the  applauding  listeners  that  now  there  would  be 
an  end  to  all  changes  and  innovations,  and  to  all  the 
miseries  and  wrongs  of  Italy.  He  established  his 
military  conscription,  and  raised  the  army  of  Italy 
to  40,000  or  50,000  men.  These  Italian  troops 
w'ere  of  immense  service  to  him  in  the  ensuing 
campaign  ;  and  without  them  Massena  must  have 
been  crushed  on  the  Adige  by  the  Archduke 
Charles.  The  whole  of  Upper  Italy  furnished 
hardy  and  well-framed  men,  who,  under  proper 
officers,  soon  became  as  good  soldiers  as  any  that 
followed  Bonaparte’s  eagles.  At  an  opportune 
moment,  the  Doge  of  the  Republic  of  Genoa,  the 
shrunk  and  shrivelled  descendant  of  the  noble 
Durazzi,  who  had  fought  for  the  independence  of 
their  country  against  kings  and  kaisers,  presented 
himself  to  the  emperor-king  with  a  deputation  of 
Genoese  senators  and  others,  and  humbly  expressed 
the  wish  and  prayer  that  Napoleon  the  Great  would 
cure  the  evils  of  Genoa  by  uniting  it  to  the  French 
empire.  It  might  have  been  expected  that  the 
prayer  would  have  been  for  a  union  with  the  new 
kingdom  of  Italy,  and  this  would  have  harmonized 
with  the  Italian  day-dream;  but  this  was  not  in 
the  instructions  previously  given  by  Bonaparte’s 
agents  to  Doge  Durazzo,  who,  like  the  clown  in  a 
Neapolitan  foble,  could  utter  only  those  words 
which  had  been  put  into  his  mouth.  On  the  9th 
of  June  an  Imperial  Decree  united  the  Genoese  or 
Ligurian  Republic  to  France — and,  it  said,  for 
ever.  But  the  great  destroyer  of  republican  institu¬ 
tions  had  not  yet  completed  his  work  ;  and  he  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  transform  the  ancient  republic  of  Lucca 
into  a  new  principality,  which  was  given  to  his 
sister  Eliza,  and  her  complacent  Corsican  husband 
Baciocchi,  to  be  held  as  a  fief  of  the  French  em¬ 
pire.  After  this  the  only  republic  that  was  left  in 
Italy  was  San  Marino,  with  its  hill  territory  not 
so  extensive  as  a  second-rate  English  parish,  with 
its  population  of  6000  souls,  and  its  grape-treaders 
and  vintners  for  presidents  and  captains.  The  an¬ 
nexation  of  Genoa  gave  to  France  one  of  the  finest 
harbours  undone  of  the  richest  arsenals  in  the.  Me¬ 
diterranean  ;  that  state  alone  was  quite  capable  of 
fitting  out  twelve  good  ships  of  the  line ;  and  the 
Genoese  are  indisputably  about  the  best  sailors  in 
those  seas.  By  the  treaty  of  Luneville,  which  Bo¬ 
naparte  had  concluded  with  the  Emperor  of  Ger¬ 
many,  the  independence  of  Genoa  and  the  other 
then  existing  Italian  republics  had  been  solemnly 
guaranteed,  together  with  the  independence  of  the 
Swiss  republics,  which  the  French  ruled  over  as 
masters,  and  the  independence  of  the  Batavian 
republic,  which  they  continued  to  occupy  as  con¬ 
quered  territory.  Bonaparte  himself  Avell  knew 
that  his  taking  possession  of  Genoa  must  hasten 
the  rupture  both  with  Austria  and  Russia;  but  he 
declared  that  such  a  possession  was  worth  the  risks 
of  another  war.  It  should  appear,  however,  that 
he  mistook  the  Austrian  slowness  for  timidity,  and 
deceived  himself,  down  almost  to  the  moment  when 
she  took  the  field,  witlr  the  notion  that  Austria  would 


not  so  soon  measure  swords  with  the  victor  of 
Marengo.  On  his  return  from  Italy  he  gave  a 
new  impulse  to  the  preparations  for  the  invasion 
of  England,  and  spoke  of  it  publicly  as  an  attempt 
fully  resolved  upon,  and  not  to  be  prevented  by 
any  occurrences  whatever.  Fie  repaired  again  to 
the  coast,  and  dated  several  striking  and  important 
decrees  from  “  the  Imperial  camp  of  Boulogne.” 
The  army  of  England,  as  it  was  called,  increased 
rather  than  diminished,  still  lay  at  Boulogne ;  the 
flotillas  had  been  increased,  and  a  junction  was 
making  between  the  French  fleets  and  the  fleets  of 
Spain.  But,  to  say  nothing  of  the  doubt  which 
still  exists,  and  will  ever  exist,  as  to  the  reality  of 
his  intention  to  risk  his  army  and  person  in  this 
desperate  enterprise,  as  Nelson  at  Trafalgar  anni¬ 
hilated  the  united  fleets,  without  which  the  invasion 
was  an  absolute  impracticability,  as  that  battle 
would  have  been  fought  whether  there  had  been  a 
coalition  or  not,  and  as  the  continental  war  affected 
on  neither  side  the  forces  whose  battle-field  was  the 
wide  ocean,  it  is  absurd  to  say,  as  some  French 
writers  continue  to  do,  that  it  was  the  hostile  move¬ 
ment  of  Russia  and  Austria,  brought  about  by 
English  gold,  that  saved  England  from  invasion, 
if  not  from  conquest.  England  was  safe  through 
the  cannon  fired  at  Trafalgar,  though  not  a  gun 
had  been  fired  on  the  Continent,  and  though  Bona¬ 
parte  had  been  left  undisturbed  to  parade  his  troops 
on  the  coast,  as  he  had  already  done  for  years. 
Towards  the  end  of  August  Bonaparte  returned 
once  more  to  Boulogne,  and  the  ‘  Moniteur’  an¬ 
nounced  that  this  journey  was  the  prelude  to  the 
invasion  of  England.  But  on  the  28th  of  that 
month  it  was  publicly  announced  that  the  array  of 
England  was  to  become  the  army  of  Germany, 
that  the  Emperor  Francis  had  attacked  an  ally  of 
Napoleon,  that  the  Emperor  Alexander  was  march¬ 
ing,  that  the  Continent  was  in  flames.  And  forth¬ 
with  the  150,000  men  collected  at  Boulogne  and 
along  that  coast  struck  their  tents,  and,  forming 
into  five  separate  corps,  marched  away  with  ad¬ 
mirable  rapidity  for  the  Rhine.  At  the  same  time 
other  troops  were  set  in  motion  from  the  interior 
of  France,  and  marching  orders  were  sent  to  Ber- 
nadotte,  who  commanded  a  corps  d'armee  in  Fla- 
nover,  and  to  Marmont,  who  commanded  another 
in  Holland.  No  mode  of  excitement  had  been 
neglected  :  all  these  immense  bodies  of  troops  com¬ 
menced  their  long  march  with  joyous  and  confident 
feelings,  the  army  of  England  rejoicing  at  their 
escape  from  the  miseries  and  dangers  of  the  sea, 
and  the  agonies  of  sea-sickness.*  There  w'as  at 
first  a  great  want  of  ready  money  ;  but  Bonaparte 
remedied  this  deficiency  by  seizing  50,000,000  of 
francs  out  of  the  deposits  in  the  National  Bank, 
which  his  own  laws  and  codes  had  decreed  to  be 

*  llonaparte  tlioiiglit  it  wonlil  not  bo  a  difTicult  matter  to  accustom 
landsmen  to  the  sen  ;  and,  whenever  the  absence  of  the  English  shii).s 
of  war  permitted,  the  soldiers  were  embarked,  a  few-  hundreds  at  a 
time,  and  the  flotilla  put  out  to  sea,  or  stretched  along  the  coast.  As 
this  generally  happened  in  rough  weather,  the  land  heroes  sufl'ereil 
severely.  They  longed  for  an  active  campaign  on  their  ow  n  element, 
for  forced  marches,  for  battles,  for  anything  rather  than  this  tearing 
of  the  viscera. 
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sacred  and  nnapproachable.  This  deed,  however, 
which  utterly  destroyed  public  credit  for  a  time, 
created  many  malcontents,  and,  in  ^co-operation 
with  other  causes  of  disaffection,  it  would  have  led 
to  a  revolution  at  home  if  Bonaparte  had  not 
proved  victorious  abroad.  The  imperial  throne 
w'as  as  yet  new'  and  unsteady,  and  it  may  be  re¬ 
ceived  as  a  certainty  that  it  would  have  been  over¬ 
thrown  if  he  had  met  with  any  serious  reverse. 
Such  was  the  decided  opinion  of  Fouche,  who  knew 
better  than  any  man  the  state  of  the  public  mind, 
and  how  revolutions  and  counter-revolutions  were 
brought  about  in  France.  “  We  must  have  splendid 
victories  and  glory  to  dazzle  the  Parisians,”  said 
the  minister  of  police  to  his  emperor,  “  or  all  will 
be  lost,  and  everything  undone  that  we  have  been 
doing  !  ” — “  You  will  be  responsible  for  the  tran¬ 
quillity  and  loyalty  of  Paris  and  of  France  during 
my  absence,”  said  Bonaparte.  “  Willingly,”  re¬ 
plied  the  ex-Jacobin;  “  but  you  must  gain  great 
victories,  and  send  us  good  bulletins  to  put  into 
the  ‘Moniteur.’”  In  his  kind  the  minister  of 
police  contributed  stock  and  material  for  facilitating 
Ids  master’s  victories;  he  furnished  each  of  the 
corps  d’armee  with  a  w'ell  selected  body  of  spies, 
some  native  French,  some  Germans  from  the 
Rhine,  some  desperate  and  tried  adventurers  from 
other  countries ;  he  corresponded  directly  with  all 
the  French  diplomatists  resident  in  the  neutral, 
friendly,  or  fear-subdued  parts  of  Germany ;  and 
he  particularly  pointed  out  the  advantages  to  be 
derived  from  cultivating  a  close  acquaintance  with 
the  trading  German  Jew's,  who  had  connexions 
and  correspondents  everywhere,  and  who  were 
ready  to  do  anything  for  money.  And  it  was  by 
such  agencies  as  these  that  the  progress  of  the 
French  was  facilitated.  Every  movement  made  or 
contemplated  by  the  Austrians  was  know'n  at 
French  head-quarters  with  astonishing  rapidity; 
the  secrets  of  the  cabinet  of  Vienna  itself  were  in 
several  instances  revealed ;  and  there  appears  to 
have  been  scarcely  one  kat-major,  or  general  staff, 
but  had  its  spy  or  spies,  its  traitor  or  traitors,  sold 
to  France.  It  is  notorious  that  similar  practices 
had  been  adopted  before,  and  had  contributed  es¬ 
sentially  to  the  brilliant  success  of  Bonaparte’s 
Italian  campaigns;  but  they  were  now  extended 
and  systematized  by  the  genius  of  Fouche. 

Marshals  Soult,  Davoust,  Ney,  Lannes,  and 
Murat  led  the  five  great  columns  which  were 
marching  from  Boulogne.  Bonaparte  remained 
some  time  longer  at  Paris ;  and  on  the  23rd  of 
Sei)tember  he  prefaced  his  departure  by  going  in 
state  to  the  senate,  and  there  delivering  an  exciting 
speech  on  the  causes  of  the  i)resent  war.  The 
wishes  of  the  eternal  enemies  of  the  Continent,” 
said  he,  “  are  at  last  fulfilled  ;  war  is  l)egun  in 
the  middle  of  Germany.  Austria  and  Russia  have 
joined  England,  and  our  generation  is  i)lunged 

again  into  all  the  calamities  of  war . The 

Austrian  army  has  crossed  the  Inn:  the  Elector 
of  Bavaria  has  been  driven  away  from  his  capital ; 
all  my  hopes  of  the  preservation  of  peace  have 
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vanished.  In  this  instance  the  wickedness  of  the 
enemies  of  the  Continent  has  fully  revealed  itself. 
They  feared  the  manifestation  of  my  deep  love  for 
peace ;  they  feared  that  Austria,  at  the  sight  of  the 
abyss  they  have  dug  under  her  feet,  might  return 
to  sentiments  of  justice  and  moderation,  and  they 
have  hurried  her  into  war.  I  sigh  in  thinking  of 
the  blood  that  this  will  cost  Europe ;  but  the 
French  name  shall  derive  a  fresh  lustre  from  it. 
Senators,  when,  at  your  request,  at  the  voice  of  the 
whole  French  people,  I  assumed  the  imperial 
crown,  I  received  of  you,  and  of  all  citizens,  a 
solemn  engagement  to  preserve  it  pure,  and  with¬ 
out  stain.  My  people  will  rush  to  the  standard 
of  their  emperor  and  of  his  army,  which  in  a  few 
days  will  have  crossed  the  frontiers.  Magistrates, 
soldiers,  citizens,  all  are  determined  to  keep  our 
country  free  from  the  influence  of  England,  who, 
if  she  should  prevail,  would  grant  us  none  but  an 
ignominious  peace,  the  principal  conditions  of 
which  would  be  the  burning  of  our  fleets,  the 
filling  up  of  our  harbours,  and  the  annihilation  of 
our  industry . ” 

He  then  travelled  post  to  Mayence  or  Mainz, 
and  took  the  command  of  the  “  Grand  Army,”  a 
name  which  was  afterwards  ahvays  applied  to  the 
army  while  he  commanded  in  person. 

After  hesitating  so  long,  and  thereby  occasioning 
delays  on  the  part  of  the  Emperor  Alexander,  the 
cabinet  of  Vienna  precipitated  measures,  and  took 
the  field  too  soon  ;  for  the  Russians,  who  had  to 
perform  an  immense  march  before  they  could 
reach  the  banks  of  the  Upper  Danube,  were  still 
far  off  when  the  Austrians  commenced  operations. 
By  a  strange  fatality,  the  Emperor  Francis  had 
given  the  command  of  his  main  army  to  General, 
now  Field-Marshal,  Mack,  who  had  the  art  or 
knack  still  to  pass  with  the  Aulic  Council  as  a 
great  military  genius,  and  the  best  of  tacticians  and 
strategists.  His  shameful  discomfiture  in  the  south 
of  Italy,  in  the  year  1199,  was  attributed  solely  to 
the  bad,  un warlike  qualities  of  the  Neapolitan 
troops  ;  with  the  steady  veterans  of  the  Emperor, 
the  sturdy  Austrian  infantr}q  the  active  light  troops 
of  Bohemia,  and  the  brilliant  cavalry  of  Hungary, 
be  would  do  better,  nay,  must  conquer,  and  rescue 
the  whole  of  Germany  from  the  thraldom  of  the 
French.  Of  this  confidence  he  had  himself  the 
fullest  share,  and  therefore  when  he  began  to 
move  he  moved  with  almost  uni)rccedented  ra¬ 
pidity  (for  an  Austrian  army),  setting  at  defiance 
the  old  national  caution  and  circumspection,  which 
indeed  had  been  the  main  causes  of  many  a  reverse, 
and  seeming  more  anxious  for  a  battle  with  Bona¬ 
parte  without  them  than  for  the  arrival  of  the 
Russians,  about  whom  he  was  accustomed  to  speak 
ill  rather  contemptuous  language.  Francis’s  best 
general,  his  lirother,  the  Archduke  Charles,  was  de¬ 
tached  with  a  much  smaller  army  into  Upper  Italy ; 
and  his  brother,  the  Archduke  John,  who  had  also 
displayed  both  bravery  and  ability,  was  stationed, 
with  still  inferior  forces,  in  the  passes  of  the  Tyrol, 
to  keep  up  a  communication  between  the  army  of 
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Germany  under  Mack  and  the  army  of  Italy  under 
his  brother  Charles.  An  army  of  reserve,  called  the 
army  of  Bohemia,  and  being  about  40,000  strong, 
lay  in  the  rear  of  Mack  and  covered  Vienna  and 
the  hereditary  states  ;  and  another  corfs  cVarmee, 
called  the  army  of  Gallicia,  was  disposed  so  as  to 
meet  the  Russians  on  their  march  and  then  co¬ 
operate  with  them.  The  total  number  of  forces  to 
be  brought  into  the  field  by  the  allies  was  estimated 
by  the  French  at  500,000  men,  and  might  pro¬ 
bably  amount  to  350,000  or  400,000 ;  but  a  large 
proportion  of  the  Austrians  were  raw  recruits  and 
levies  that  not  only  had  never  been  under  fire,  but 
that  had  not  yet  mastered  the  rudiments  of  the 
drill-ground  ;  and  they  were  divided  and  subdi¬ 
vided  and  scattered  over  an  immense  extent  of 
country,  with  the  Alps  and  other  mountains,  with 
the  Inn,  the  Danube,  and  other  rivers,  between 
them.  Mack,  who  was  in  the  van  of  all,  never 
had  under  his  immediate  command  more  than 
80,000  men.  Bavaria,  one  of  the  hereditary  ene¬ 
mies  of  the  House  of  Austria,  had,  as  much  through 
selfish  calculation  and  ancient  antipathy  as  through 
fear  of  the  modern  conquerors  of  Europe,  devoted 
itself  to  France.  Before  Mack  reached  the  banks 
of  the  Inn,  the  Emperor  Francis  dispatched  the 
Prince  of  Schwartzenberg  to  Munich  to  negociate 
with  the  Elector  Maximilian  Joseph,  to  call  upon 
him  as  a  member  of  the  Germanic  league  to  rise 
against  the  oppressors  of  their  common  country, 
and  to  join  the  Bavarian  army  to  those  that  were 
fighting  for  the  independence  of  Germany.  The 
elector  assured  Schwartzenberg  that  his  heart  was 
in  the  great  cause,  that  he  had  fully  decided  in 
favour  of  Austria,  and  that  he  had  only  a  few  con¬ 
ditions  to  propose  which,  he  trusted,  the  emperor 
would  not  refuse.  Maximilian  Joseph  even  wrote 
to  the  emperor  to  assure  him  that  he  would  join 
the  Bavarian  troops  to  the  Austrian  army  ;  but 
that  he  must  implore  for  some  little  delay  and 
management,  as  his  son  was  travelling  in  the  south 
of  France,  and  would  be  made  responsible  if  he 
openly  joined  the  coalition.  “  On  my  knees,”  said 
he,  “  I  implore  you  to  let  me  remain  neutral  for  a 
time — it  is  an  afflicted  father  praying  for  his  son.” 
He  solemnly  promised  never  to  join  his  troops  to 
the  army  of  Bonaparte.  But  at  the  same  time  the 
elector’s  prime  minister,  Montgelas,  who  was 
wholly  in  the  French  interest,  and  who  had  pro¬ 
bably  already  touched  some  of  the  golden  napo¬ 
leons  which  had  been  carried  off  from  the  national 
bank,  was  holding  a  very  different  language  with 
Bonaparte’s  ambassador,  M.  Otto  ;  and  the  elec¬ 
tor  himself,  not  many  hours  after  writing  to  the 
Emperor  Francis,  wrote  with  his  own  hand  a  note 
to  Otto  stating  that  the  Austrians  had  already 
placed  their  pontoons  on  the  Inn,  and  were  on  the 
point  of  entering  Bavaria;  that,  if  he  openly  de¬ 
clared  that  he  had  concluded  a  treaty  of  alliance 
with  France,  his  army  and  his  country  would  be 
lost ;  that  he  wished  to  keep  his  word  with  the 
Emperor  of  the  French  without  provoking  the 
wrath  of  the  cabinet  of  Vienna  ;  that  nothing  but 
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a  short  neutrality  could  save  him;  that  he  was  be¬ 
wildered  and  knew  not  what  to  do.  “  If  the  Aus¬ 
trian  minister,”  said  he  to  M.  Otto,  “should  ofi’er 
me  neutrality  on  condition  that  I  do  not  permit 
my  troops  to  move  a  step,  and  that  I  remain  per¬ 
fectly  quiet,  what  answer  would  you  advise  me  to 
give  him  ?  I  am  ready  to  sacrifice  everything, 
even  my  liberty,  to  prove  to  the  Emperor  Napoleon 
that  I  wish  to  fulfil  my  engagements.  But,  if  your 
army  does  not  come  soon,  all  is  lost.  The  enemy 
(the  Austrians)  will  have  time  to  take  up  the  best 
positions  in  Bavaria,  and  it  will  cost  a  great  many 
men  and  much  trouble  to  dislodge  them.”  Three 
days  after  this,  or  on  the  8th  of  September,  the 
elector  wrote  again  to  the  French  ambassador. 
“  Have  pity  on  me,”  said  he,  “for  I  am  the  most 

unhappy  of  men .  My  situation  is  more  than 

painful.  You  know  that  the  Prince  of  Schwartz¬ 
enberg  was  authorised  to  treat  with  me.  I  had 
therefore  no  longer  an  excuse  for  not  sending  some 
one  to  Vienna.  And  yet  to  break  my  word,  to 
appear  double  in  the  eyes  of  the  Emperor  Napoleon, 
my  protector,  is  what,  I  hope,  will  soon  carry  me 
to  the  grave.  The  Austrians  are  to  enter  Ba¬ 
varia  to-day ;  my  troops  are  not  yet  collected  .... 

I  am  not  sure  whether  I  can  quit  this  place . 

I  have  lost  my  head  ! .  This  morning  I 

have  written  to  the  Emperor  of  Germany  ;  I  have 
told  him  that  my  son  is  in  France,  that  he  is  lost 
unless  he  grant  me  neutrality.  I  have  implored 
him  on  both  my  knees.  What  would  you  advise 
me  to  do  ?”  Otto’s  advice  was  simply  this  :  that 
the  elector  should  immediately  quit  Munich  and 
retire  to  Wurtzberg,  collect  his  troops  on  the  op¬ 
posite  frontier  of  Franconia,  and  there  await  the 
arrival  of  the  grand  army  of  Napoleon;  and  this 
advice  Maximilian  Joseph  immediately  acted  upon. 
The  secret  negociations  which  had  long  been  car¬ 
ried  on  between  Munich  and  Paris  were  not 
wholly  unknown  at  Vienna ;  and  the  sudden  de¬ 
parture  of  the  elector  and  the  movement  of  his 
troops  told  a  very  intelligible  story.  The  Emperor 
Francis,  on  the  14th  of  September,  wrote  from 
Hetzendorf  a  reproachful  letter  to  Maximilian, 
who  had  thus  failed  in  what  W'as,  or  ought  to  have 
been,  the  cause  of  all  Germans :  he  reminded  him 
of  his  promise  to  join  his  troops  to  the  Austrian 
army,  and  told  him  that  he  had  been  ready  and 
was  still  willing  to  grant  him  all  the  conditions 
which  he  had  asked  for — to  permit  even  the  Ba¬ 
varian  troops  to  serve  as  a  separate  corps  cVarmce, 
although  he  thought  it  would  be  more  advan¬ 
tageous  to  intermix  them  with  his  own  army. 
Was  this  a  moment,  when  the  French  were  col¬ 
lecting  on  the  Rhine,  for  the  princes  of  Germany 
to  quarrel  about  trifles  ?  “  The  recent  conduct  of 

the  French,”  said  Francis,  “in  Baden,  at  Cassel, 
and  Stuttgard,  will  enable  your  serene  highness  to 
judge  whether  the  neutrality  of  Bavaria  was  a 
thing  possible  to  be  obtained,  and  even  whether 
you,  my  brother  and  cousin,  would  have  had  it  in 
your  power  to  fulfil  your  promise  never  to  employ 
your  troops  against  me.”  The  emperor  further 
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told  the  elector  that,  if  a  courier  had  been  dis¬ 
patched  at  the  moment  that  he  pledged  himself  to 
the  Prince  of  Schwartzenberg,  his  son  might  have 
quitted  France  before  any  measures  could  have 
been  taken  against  him.  But  the  truth  appears  to 
be  that  the  elector  had  no  desire  to  recal  his  son, 
that  his  son  was  anxious  rather  to  remain  in  France 
than  to  quit  it ;  and  that  the  matrimonial  alliance 
which  soon  connected  the  ancient  line  of  Bavaria 
with  the  family  of  Bonaparte  formed  a  part  of 
the  elector’s  secret  engagements  with  France,  or 
had  at  least  been  verbally  agreed  upon.  Moreover, 
to  induce  Maximilian  to  quit  Munich  and  with¬ 
draw  his  troops,  Otto  held  out  the  lure  of  a  kingly 
crown  in  lieu  of  an  electoral  coronet,  and  the  tempt¬ 
ing  ofier  of  a  great  increase  of  territory  to  be  taken 
from  Austria ;  assuring  him  at  the  same  time  that 
the  occupation  of  Bavaria  by  the  Austrians  would 
be  but  a  temporary  evil  or  accident,  which  would 
soon  be  remedied  by  the  arrival  of  the  Emperor 
Napoleon  at  the  head  of  the  grand  army.  The 
Emperor  Francis  conjured  Maximilian  to  retrace 
his  steps  while  there  was  yet  time,  and  to  send  his 
troops  to  co-operate  with  him  and  the  Emperor 
Alexander,  who  would  both  be  deeply  grieved  to 
find  themselves  obliged  to  treat  his  serene  highness 
otherwise  than  as  a  friend,  brother,  and  cousin. 
To  this  letter,  which  certainly  betrays  no  violence 
of  urgency  and  no  harsh  conditions,  no  stipulations 
but  such  as  the  emperor  as  suzerain  of  Germany 
had  a  right  to  demand,  and  as  a  German  to  expect, 
from  the  elector,  Maximilian  replied,  on  the  21st 
of  Septenrber,  in  an  evasive  and  most  paltry  man¬ 
ner.  He  was  anxious  to  retain  the  emperor’s 
friendship,  but  still  more  anxious  to  preserve  his 
own  unhappy  provinces  from  the  horrors  of  war ; 
he  owed  it  to  his  unfortunate  subjects  and  to  him¬ 
self  not  to  lavish  their  blood  in  a  quarrel  which 
did  not  concern  them,  and  in  a  war  against  the 
French,  who  had  never  done  the  Bavarians  any 
injury ; — this  w'as  the  original  motive  of  the  abso¬ 
lute  and  complete  neutrality  which  he  had  claimed 
of  the  emperor ; — he  had  withdrawn  his  troops  be¬ 
cause  they  had  been  threatened  with  the  dishonour 
of  being  disarmed  by  the  Austrians,  but  he  would 
never  join  them  to  the  F rench  army ; — this  was 
his  unalterable  resolution,  from  which  no  menaces 
of  France  should  ever  drive  him.  The  Bavarian 
army  counted  from  18,000  to  20,000  men,  well 
disciplined,  well  armed  and  accoutred,  the  cavalry 
being  ])articularly  excellent.  Such  a  force  throwui 
into  either  scale  was  highly  important ;  if  arrayed 
on  the  side  of  the  French  it  weakened  the  Aus¬ 
trians  to  the  extent  of  36,000  or  40,000  men ; 
it  therefore  behoved  the  emperor  to  make  every 
eflort  to  secure  it  on  his  side.  Under  a  mere 
military  point  of  view  the  occui)ation  of  Bavaria 
was  a  serious  fault; — the  Austrians  would  have 
done  much  better  to  have  remained  far  behind  the 
Inn,  on  the  Danube,  and  to  have  awaited  the  ar¬ 
rival  of  the  Russians  on  their  own  territory  and  in 
well-chosen  positions ; — but,  under  a  ])olitical  and 
even  under  a  moral  point  of  view,  we  can  see 
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nothing  to  blame  in  the  occupation,  or  in  any  part 
of  the  correspondence  and  conduct  of  the  court  of 
Vienna.  Such  an  un-German  line  of  conduct  as 
that  which  had  long  been  pursued  by  the  court  of 
Munich  would  not  have  been  practicable  but  for 
the  popular  antipathies,  the  old  quarrels,  jealousies, 
and  grudges  between  the  Bavarians  and  their 
neighbours  the  subjects  of  the  emperor ;  and  the 
same  inveterate  feelings,  in  full  action  in  so  many 
other  parts  of  Germany,  were  what  kept  weak  and 
disjointed  the  great  and  ancient  confederacy,  and 
offered  in  so  many  states  sympathy,  welcome,  and 
co-operation  to  Bonaparte.  The  oppression  and 
insolence  of  years,  the  acme  of  Gallic  tyranny,  w’as 
required  to  scourge  this  madness  out  of  Germany, 
and  really  to  unite  that  manly  people  in  one  com¬ 
mon  cause.  Not  only  did  Prussia  remain  neutral, 
but  the  Elector  of  Baden,  in  whose  territory  the 
Duke  d’Enghien  had  been  kidnapped,  and  the 
Elector  of  Wurtemburg,  followed  the  same  line  of 
conduct  as  his  serene  highness  of  Bavaria.  If 
Prussia  had  fallen  upon  the  French  in  flank  as 
they  were  advancing  against  the  Austrians,  the 
consequence  must  have  been  fatal  to  the  invaders  ; 
but  she  professed  to  be  neutral  and  impartial ;  the 
daring  violation  of  her  own  territory  by  French 
troops  could  not  rouse  her ;  and  she  kept  her 
splendid  army  of  200,000  men  in  perfect  inactivity. 
In  vain  Pitt  offered  his  subsidies,  in  vain  the  Em¬ 
peror  Alexander  repaired  in  person  to  Berlin ; 
that  selfish,  paltry  cabinet  would  do  nothing,  or 
nothing  yet ;  and  this  indecision  lasted  until  the 
coalition  was  ruined. 

Not  satisfied  with  the  advance  he  had  already 
made.  Mack,  that  filial  tactitian,  left  the  Inn  and 
the  capital  of  Bavaria  far  behind  him,  and,  ap¬ 
proaching  the  Rhine  and  the  frontiers  of  France, 
took  possession  of  Ulm,  Memmingen,  and  the  line 
of  the  Iller  and  the  Upper  Danube,  where  he  for¬ 
tified  himself  with  great  care,  as  if  to  watch  the 
defiles  of  the  Black  Forest,  and  as  if  fully  per¬ 
suaded  that  the  French  could  take  no  other  route 
than  that,  and  could  attack  him  only  in  front.  But 
the  front  was  precisely  where  Bonaparte  never 
meant  to  attack  :  his  plan  of  campaign  was  to  turn 
Mack’s  flank,  to  cut  him  off  from  his  ow'n  country 
and  resources,  then  to  close  the  French  columns 
upon  him,  envelope  him,  and  reduce  him  to  the 
alternative  of  surrendering  without  fighting  or  of 
fighting  without  a  chance  of  success  against  con¬ 
centrated  forces  far  superior  in  number  to  his  own. 
And  to  execute  this  brilliant  conception  the  seven 
columns  of  the  grand  army  marched  in  separate 
lines,  which  all  converged  towards  one  point,  and 
each  of  which  was  to  be  followed  without  any  re¬ 
gard  to  the  neutrality  of  intervening  states.  These 
combined  movements  were  admirably  executed ; 
but  the  wide  separations  of  the  French  forces  w'cre 
such  as  would  have  afforded  many  an  opportunity 
for  attacking  them  singly,  and  as  did  afford  to 
Prussia  a  most  tempting  opportunity  fur  crushing 
and  annihilating  the  column  which  Bernadotte 
was  leading  from  Hanover,  and  which  was  charged 
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with  tlie  most  important  operation  of  all — that  of 
picking  up  the  Elector  of  Bavaria’s  troops  and 
acting  in  union  with  them  on  Mack’s  rear.  Ber¬ 
nadette  could  not  pursue  his  appointed  line  of 
march  without  traversing  Anspach,  which  belonged 
to  the  King  of  Prussia,  and  Hesse  Cassel  and  other 
territories  whose  neutrality  his  Prussian  majesty 
had  guaranteed  ;  and  some  of  the  most  important 
military  blunders  which  Mack  committed  may  be 
excused  by  the  dull  credulity  which  induced  him 
and  the  court  of  Vienna  to  believe  that  the  French 
would  not  dare  to  set  the  law  of  nations  at  defiance 
and  so  grossly  insult  Prussia ;  or  that,  if  they 
should  so  dare,  the  provocation  would  bring  the 
Prussian  army  into  the  field  to  bar  the  road  to 
Bernadotte  and  destroy  him;  and  that  thus  in 
either  case  Mack’s  right  wing  would  be  covered, 
and  the  roads  on  that  side  which  led  to  his  rear 
and  to  the  Bavarian  army  be  blocked  up  at  their 
heads  to  every  enemy.  But,  after  so  long  an  ex¬ 
perience  of  the  degree  of  respect  which  the  French 
paid  to  the  law  of  nations,  and  of  the  extent  of  the 
baseness  of  which  the  court  of  Berlin  was  capable, 
this  fatal  credulity,  which  furnished  in  a  manner 
the  basis  of  Mack’s  strategy,  was  unaccountable, 
unpardonable.  Bernadotte,  obeying  his  emperor’s 
instructions  to  the  letter,*  and  meeting  with  no 
obstruction  whatever  from  the  Prussians,  passed 
rapidly  on  his  way,  effected  his  junction  with  the 
Bavarians,  threw  himself  in  Mack’s  rear,  and, 
from  that  moment,  the  ffrte  of  the  campaign  was 
decided  !  But,  though  Prussia  had  been  so  com¬ 
placent  to  the  French,  she  was  transported  with  a 
zeal  for  the  observances  of  neutrality  when  the 
Russians  came  upon  her  territories  or  those  of  her 
neighbours  ;  and,  through  this  zeal  and  the  deli¬ 
cate  scruples  of  the  czar  and  his  generals,  the 
march  was  lengthened  by  a  detour,  and  eight  or 
ten  precious  days  were  lost.  The  plan  of  the 
coalition,  indeed,  encountered  everywhere  obstacles 
to  its  strategetical  development,  whereas  Bona¬ 
parte’s  plan  was  everywhere  seconded ;  that  which 
was  an  obstacle  to  his  enemies  was  no  obstacle  to 
him  ;  scruples  which  made  them  weak  made  him 
strong ;  he  had  trampled  under  foot  the  principle 
of  neutrality.t 

To  confirm  and  keep  Mack  in  his  error,  Mu¬ 
rat,  who  had  crossed  the  Rhine  at  Kehl,  ap¬ 
proached  the  Black  Forest  and  manoeuvred  in 
the  Austrian  front.  In  the  meanwhile  Soult,  who 
had  crossed  the  Rhine  at  Spires,  directed  his  march 
upon  Augsburg,  on  the  river  Lech,  immediately  in 
Mack’s  rear  and  about  midway  between  the  fortress 
of  Ulm  and  the  capital  of  Bavaria ;  and  Davoust, 
Vandamme,  and  hlarmont,  who  had  entered  Ger¬ 
many  from  different  points  considerably  to  the 
northward  of  Mack’s  positions,  turned  his  right 
wing  and  gave  the  hand  to  Soult  at  Augsburg. 
Some  of  these  corps  manoeuvred  over  the  ground 

*  Bonapaite's  instructions  to  Bernadotte  as  to  Hesse  Cassel,  or 
any  otlier  neutral  territory  lie  might  find  on  liis  way,  were  very  con¬ 
cise  :  ‘'Pimm,  by  all  means;  pass,  by  ruse,  force,  or  good  will; 
only  pass !” 
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which  had  been  made  memorable  by  the  British 
campaign  of  Blenheim,  and  fought  victoriously  on 
precisely  the  same  spots  where  the  French  had  been 
so  thoroughly  beaten  by  our  great  Marlborough. 
The  very  first  encounter  took  place  at  Donawerth, 
on  the  bank  of  the  Danube,  where  one  Austrian 
regiment  most  gallantly  defended  a  bridge  against 
the  entire  column  of  Vandamme.  A  second  affair 
took  place  on  the  same  spot  between  a  division  of 
French  dragoons  and  an  Austrian  regiment  of 
cuirassiers.  But  the  most  important  action  was 
fought  at  Wertingen,  between  Ulm  and  Augsburg, 
where  Murat  and  Lannes  with  eighty  squadrons 
of  horse  encountered  twelve  battalions  of  Hun¬ 
garian  grenadiers  and  four  squadrons  of  Austrian 
cuirassiers.  The  combat  was  long  and  terrible; 
the  loss  of  the  French  in  killed  and  wounded  was 
great ;  the  grenadiers  formed  into  squares  and  threw 
the  French  cavalry  off  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet ; 
the  squares  were  not  to  be  broken  by  cavalry 
charges  ;  nor  would  they  have  been  broken  at  all, 
but  for  the  timely  arrival  of  some  artillery  and 
General  Oudinot’s  grenadiers,  who,  when  they 
were  wearied  by  their  long  exertions,  plied  them 
with  grape-shot,  charged  them  with  the  bayonet, 
and  put  an  end  to  the  combat.  Bonaparte, 
who  by  this  time  had  joined  Soult  at  Augsburg, 
where  he  quietly  directed  that  circumvallation 
which  was  to  embrace  Mack  with  a  circle  of  fire 
and  steel,  made  a  great  deal  of  the  affair  of  Wer¬ 
tingen,  and  sent  crosses  of  the  Legion  of  Honour 
to  those  who  had  most  distinguished  themselves  in 
it.  Yet  the  brave  Hungarian  grenadiers  retired 
in  excellent  order,  and  with  their  faces  to  the  foe. 
It  was  only  the  united  imbecility  and  treachery  of 
their  commanders  that  could  rob  these  superb 
troops  of  victory,  and  dishearten  and  demoralize 
them.  If  a  detachment  had  been  at  hand  to  sup¬ 
port  them,  the  French  cavalry  must  have  been 
routed  at  Wertingen;  but  the  French  always  had 
such  reinforcements  to  throw  into  action  at  the  op¬ 
portune  moment,  and  the  Austrians,  whatever 
might  be  the  strength  of  their  army,  never,  or 
most  rarely,  had  anything  of  the  kind.  This  was 
on  the  10th  of  October.  A  day  or  two  after,  Soult 
surprised  and  captured  an  entire  Austrian  division 
at  Memmingen  ;  Dupont  repelled  an  attack  made 
upon  him  by  the  Archduke  Ferdinand;  and  Ney 
routed  that  archduke  at  Elchingen  and  at  the 
bridges  over  the  Danube  at  Guntzburg,  taking 
from  the  archduke  most  of  his  guns  and  nearly 
.3000  men.  If,  instead  of  attacking  by  divisions. 
Mack  had  concentrated  all  his  forces  at  Ulm,  he 
might,  with  comparative  ease,  have  burst  through 
the  ring  which  Bonaparte  was  drawing  round  him, 
have  re-established  his  communications  with  the 
Archduke  John,  who  was  now  descending  from 
the  Tyrol  by  forced  marches,  have  thrown  himself 
between  the  French  and  Vienna,  and  have  waited 
there  for  the  arrival  of  the  Russians,  who  were 
now  in  full  march  for  Moravia;  or,  if  unable  to 
maintain  himself  in  front  of  Vienna,  he  might  have 
crossed  the  Danube  below  that  cityq  and  have  gone 
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into  Moravia  to  meet  llic  advancing  columns  of  the 
Russians ;  and  in  this  case  a  battle  might  have 
been  fought  on  the  plains  of  Austerlitz,  with  a  very 
different  force,  and  under  far  better  auspices  than 
subsequently  attended  the  terrible  conflict  on  those 
plains.  But  Mack  was  betrayed  by  others  even 
more  than  he  was  duped  by  his  own  egregious 
folly :  Scliulmeister,  a  German  spy  in  the  pay  of 
Fouche,  was  “  the  tempting  demon”  of  the  Austrian 
staff ;  he  glided  through  the  postern  gates  of  Ulm 
more  than  once  during  the  approach  of  the  French  ; 
and  it  appears  that  the  lying  information  he  gave 
to  some,  and  the  money  he  distributed  to  others, 
conduced  more  than  anything  to  Mack’s  blindness 
and  final  catasfrophe.  After  the  affair  of  Guntz- 
burg  there  was  scarcely  any  more  fighting,  but  a 
system  of  capitulations  was  commenced,  and  de¬ 
tached  masses  of  troops  surrendered  to  the  French 
without  firing  a  musket.  In  every  case  the  men 
were  sent  into  France  as  prisoners  of  war  ;  but  the 
officers,  after  being  treated  with  an  affectation  of 
kindness,  were  liberated  upon  their  parole  not  to 
serve  again  during  this  war.  Within  twelve  days 
after  Bonaparte  had  crossed  the  Rhine  Mack’s 
doom  was  sealed — he  was  shut  up  in  Ulm,  as  old 
Marshal  Wurmser  had  been  in  Mantua,  without  a 
hope  or  a  possibility  of  being  relieved.  Ulm,  hotv- 
ever,  was  a  fortress  of  some  strength,  and  some¬ 
thing  might  be  expected  from  Mack’s  despair  :  if 
bread  and  other  provisions  were  rather  scanty,  there 
were  3000  or  more  horses  in  the  place,  and  brave 
men  would  have  done  w'hat  Mack  once  talked  of  do¬ 
ing — they  would  have  killed  and  eaten  their  horses 
before  they  capitulated.  Even  a  siege  of  short  dura¬ 
tion  would  have  been  fatal  to  Bonaparte,  for  the 
advanced  season  of  the  year  was  unfavourable  to 
such  operations,  and  he  w'ould  soon  have  had  the 
Russians  upon  his  rear,  and  the  united  armies  of 
the  Archdukes  Charles  and  John  upon  his  flank. 
To  take  such  a  place  with  such  an  immense 
garrison  in  it  by  storm,  must  have  cost  him  some 
thousands  of  men :  the  desperate  attempt  too 
might  have  failed  ;  and  then  w'ould  have  followed 
discouragement  and  confusion.  It  might  have 
been  that  Mack’s  very  blunder  should  have  served 
the  cause  of  the  coalition  better  than  the  best  gene¬ 
ralship  ;  but  for  this  chance  a  hero  would  have  been 
required,  and  Mack’s  courage  appears  to  have  been 
upon  a  par  with  his  military  genius.  Bonaparte 
certainly  expected  some  desperate  conflict,  for  it 
was  difficult  to  conceive  that  such  a  force,  so  well 
])laced,  would  surrender  without  fighting.  He  de¬ 
livered  one  of  his  stirring  addresses  to  the  French 
soldiers,  calling  ui)on  them  to  avenge  themselves 
at  Ulm  for  the  loss  of  the  plunder  of  London,  of 
which  (so  he  told  them)  they  wordd  have  been  in 
possession  before  now,  if  it  had  not  been  for  this 
new',  and  by  the  French  unprovoked,  continental 
\yar.  But  when  he  had  dispatched  tlie  Count  de 
Segur  with  a  flag  of  truce  to  j)ropose  terms  of 
capitulation  to  Mack,  or  when  that  alert,  sagacious, 
and  quick-sighted  envoy  had  returned  to  head¬ 
quarters,  every  apprehension  of  a  protracted  rc- 
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sistance,  or  of  a  desperate  conflict,  vanished ;  and 
Bonaparte  saw  that  Ulm  and  all  in  it  would  be  his 
without  risking  the  life  of  a  man,  or  burning  one 
cartridge  more.  Mack  blabbed  and  babbled  to 
Segur  like  an  old  woman,  betraying  his  imbecility, 
his  timidity,  his  hopelessness,  his  total  want  of  the 
heart  and  energy  of  a  man.  The  Frenchman  pro¬ 
posed  that  he  should  capitulate  at  the  end  of  five 
days,  unless  the  Russians  should  appear  to  relieve 
him  :  Mack  asked  for  eight  days,  telling  Segur  that 
he  really  had  provisions  for  ten  days.  Bonaparte 
sent  Segur  back  again,  and  ordered  Marshal  Ber- 
thier  to  accompany  him.  Mack  admitted  both  the 
civilian  and  the  French  general  into  Ulm,  without 
resorting  to  any  of  the  precautions  usual  on  such 
occasions.  The  un-bandaged,  quick,  and  practised 
eyes  of  Berthier  saw  at  a  glance  that  there  was  no 
])reparation  for,  or  intention  of,  fighting  ;  that  the 
commander-in-chief  had  infected  his  officers  and 
men  with  his  own  dastardliness.  Segur  now  told 
Mack  that  the  Emperor  Napoleon  would  graciously 
grant  him  the  eight  days  he  asked  him  ;  but  that 
they  must  date  from  tw'o  days  back,  or  from  the 
time  that  the  French  took  up  positions  in  front  of 
Ulm.  Alack,  however,  struggled  hard  for  the  eight 
days ;  and  at  last  an  agreement  was  signed  that 
there  should  be  an  armistice  until  the  26th  of  Oc¬ 
tober  at  midnight ;  and  that  if,  during  this  inter¬ 
val,  an  Austrian  or  Russian  army  should  appear 
to  raise  the  blockade,  the  army  at  Ulm  should 
have  liberty  to  join  it,  with  arms  and  baggage:  this 
was  late  in  the  evening  of  the  llth  of  October; 
and  the  time  stipulated  wmuld  have  been  in  va¬ 
rious  ways  advantageous  to  the  allies,  even  though 
no  fresh  force  should  arrive.  But  on  the  lOtli 
Alack  rode  out  of  Ulm,  and  had  a  private  inter¬ 
view  with  Bonaparte  in  the  ancient  abbey  of  Elchin- 
gen.  .  All  that  passed  at  that  interview  is  not  likely 
to  be  ever  known  ;  but  the  result  was  that  Alack 
consented  to  a  revision  of  the  terms  which  had 
been  granted  on  the  I7th,  and  signed  a  second 
capitulation,  wherein  he  agreed  to  evacuate  Ulm, 
and  give  up  his  army  and  everything  in  the  towui 
on  the  very  next  day,  the  20th  of  October.  In 
coming  out  of  Bonaparte’s  apartment  in  the  abbey, 
Segur  heard  Alack  say,  “It  is  cruel  to  be  thus 
dishonoured  before  so  many  brave  officers.  I 
have,  however,  in  my  pocket  my  opinion  in  writ¬ 
ing,  and  signed,  wherein  I  objected  to  the  scattering 
of  my  army :  but  I  never  really  commanded  that 
army;  the  Archduke  FYrdinand  was  there !”  This 
throwing  the  blame  upon  another  was  character¬ 
istic  of  the  man,  and  a  termination  quite  in  keep¬ 
ing  with  the  whole  affair. 

On  the  morning  of  the  20th  the  Austrians  came 
out  of  Ulm,  and  defiled  before  Bona])arte  :  the  in¬ 
fantry  then  threw  down  their  arms  at  the  back  of 
the  ditch ;  the  cavalry  dismounted,  and  delivered 
up  their  arms  and  their  horses  to  some  of  the 
F'rench  cavalry  who  had  lost  their  own  horses  in 
the  campaign.  The  poor  Austrians,  in  the  act  of 
surrendering  their  arms,  shouted.  Long  live  the 
Emperor  Francis!  Alack,  who  was  there,  replied 
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Ulm.  From  :m  original  Sketch  by  Batty. 


to  some  French  officers,  "who  addressed  him  with¬ 
out  knowing  who  he  was,  “  Messieurs,  you  see 
before  you  the  unhappy  Mack — vous  voyez  devant 
vous  le  malheureiix  Mack.”  Bonaparte,  who  had 
been  humming  an  opera  air,  as  w'as  his  wont  in 
his  moments  of  extasy  and  triumph,  said  to  some 
of  the  Austrian  generals,  “  Messieurs,  it  is  very 
unfortunate  for  brave  men  like  you  to  be  the  victims 
of  a  cabinet  which  dreams  but  of  insensate  projects, 
and  makes  a  traffic  of  your  services  to  England 
and  Russia.  It  was  iniquitous  to  think  of  seizing 
me  by  the  throat  without  a  declaration  of  war  ;  but 
it  was  betraying  you,  your  country,  all  civilized 
Europe,  to  bring  in  the  barbarous  hordes  of  Rus¬ 
sia  to  meddle  in  our  quarrels.  Instead  of  attack¬ 
ing  me  without  motive,  your  Aulic  Council  ought 
to  ally  itself  w'ith  me,  in  order  to  drive  back  the 
Russian  army.  This  alliance  of  your  cabinet  vrith 
Russia  is  a  thing  monstrous  in  history  !  .... 

Your  master,  the  emperor,  is  waging  an  unjust  war 
with  me.  I  tell  you  frankly  that  I  do  not  know’ 
why  I  am  fighting,  or  what  they  would  have  of 
me.  My  resources  are  not  limited  to  this  single 
army  : — even  if  they  were,  this  army  and  I  would 


go  a  long  way  yet !  But  I  will  appeal  to  the  re¬ 
port  of  your  own  prisoners,  who  are  going  to  be 
marched  through  France,  and  who  will  see  what  a 
spirit  animates  my  people,  and  with  what  eager¬ 
ness  they  will  rush  to  my  banner.  This  is  but  the 
vanguard  of  my  nation  !  At  a  word  200,000  men 
will  willingly  and  joyfully  rush  to  join  me,  and  in 
six  weeks  they  will  be  good  soldiers  ;  whereas  your 
recruits  w’ill  march  only  upon  compulsion  5  and  it 
will  require  years  to  make  soldiers  of  them  !  I 
will  still  give  a  bit  of  advice  to  my  brother  the 
Emperor  of  Germany — let  him  hasten  to  make 
pea4  !  This  is  a  moment  for  him  to  recollect  that 
all  empires  have  an  end !  The  idea  of  the  ap¬ 
proaching  ruin  of  his  dynasty  ought  to  terrify  him. 
I  want  nothing  on  the  Continent ships,  colo¬ 
nies,  commerce,  these  are  what  I  want,  and  these 
w'ill  be  as  advantageous  to  you  as  to  me  !  ” 

A  very  few  days  after  this  he  received  intelli¬ 
gence  of  the  annihilation  of  his  fleets  at  Irafalgar, 
which  happened  on  the  21st  of  October,  on  the 
very  day  after  Mack’s  surrender.  It  clouded  his 
triumph,  and  for  a  time  depressed  his  spirits.  He 
peevishly  remarked,  “  I  cannot  be  everywhere  . 
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But  his  presence  at  Trafalgar,  in  a  ship  of  the 
line,  would  have  been  much  more  useless  than 
that  of  Nelson  on  horseback  would  have  been  in 
this  campaign  on  the  Danube.  Great  sea-battles 
are  not  to  be  won  by  soldiers.  Bonaparte  knew 
next  to  nothing  of  sea  affairs ;  and  his  Admiral 
Villeneuve,  an  excellent  sailor,  and  a  brave  man, 
had  done  all  that  mortal  man  could  do  when  con¬ 
tending  with  Nelson.  Yet  he  spitefully  censured 
Villeneuve’s  conduct,  and  easily  made  the  French 
believe  that,  if  he  could  only  have  been  with  the 
combined  fleets.  Nelson  would  have  been  beaten, 
and  the  way  opened  to  the  invasion  of  England. 

Different  accounts  are  given  of  the  number  of 
the  troops  which  Mack  delivered  up  at  Ulm. 
Segur  says  that  black  told  him  he  had  24,000 
fighting  men,  and  3000  sick  and  wounded ;  but 
Segur  adds  that  on  the  morning  of  the  20th  the 
Austrians  that  surrendered  amounted  to  33,000. 
Other  accounts  give  25,000,  28,000,  and  30,000  ; 
and  it  appears  certain  that  the  number  far  exceeded 
20,000.  There  were,  besides,  immense  trains  of 
artillery,  a  depot  of  arms  and  military  stores,  a 
prodigious  quantity  of  gunpowder,  baggage,  &c. 
&c.,  which  all  became  the  easy  prey  of  the  con¬ 
queror.  All  the  officers  were  liberated  on  parole  ; 
but  the  men  and  the  captured  standards  Avere  all 
sent  into  France.  Including  the  scattered  detach¬ 
ments  which  had  capitulated  on  other  points,  from 
40,000  to  50,000  Austrians  were  carried  across  the 
Rhine  before  the  campaign  w'as  a  month  old.  In 
dismissing  the  Austrian  officers,  rvho  were  not  na¬ 
turally  disposed  to  look  with  a  very  friendly  eye 
on  the  Russians,  Bonaparte  dwelt  again  on  the  evil 
consequences  which  must  attend  the  alliance  of 
Austria  with  George  III.  and  the  Emperor  Alex¬ 
ander  ;  he  again  spoke  of  his  own  earnest  desire  to 
have  peace  Avith  the  Emperor  Francis  ;  and  he 
bade  them  observe  that  he  Avas  constantly  followed 
by  his  chief  diplomatist  and  minister  for  foreign 
affairs,  M.  de  Talleyrand,  who  Avas  ready  at  every 
moment  to  open  conferences,  and  arrange  the  con¬ 
ditions  of  a  treaty.  These  artful  addresses  made 
a  considerable  impression ;  and  the  notion  was 
rapidly  communicated  by  these  returning  officers, 
that  liberal  terms  w’ould  be  granted  to  Austria,  and 
that  the  wrath  of  Bonaparte  was  directed  solely 
against  Russia  and  England.* 

Having  re-instated  the  Elector  Maximilian 
Joseph  in  Munich  his  capital,  Bonaparte,  in  pro¬ 
clamations,  bulletins,  and  Moniteur  articles, 
called  upon  the  world  to  notice  his  unvarying  re¬ 
spect  for  treaties  and  for  the  laAv  of  nations,  his 
moderation  in  the  hour  of  victory,  his  disinterested 
attachment  to  his  Bavarian  ally,  on  Avhose  account 
alone  he  had  undertaken  this  war.  At  the  end  of 
October  he  quitted  Munich  to  advance  upon 
Vienna  ;  but  his  aide-de-camp,  Duroc,  brought  in¬ 
telligence  from  Berlin  of  a  very  disquieting  na¬ 
ture  ;  and  that  cabinet  now  seemed  really  to 
threaten  to  join  the  coalition,  and  throw  its  fine 
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army  on  the  French  left  flank  and  rear.  Never¬ 
theless  he  marched  forward,  having  in  his  rear  the 
fresh  division  of  Augereau,  who  had  advanced  from 
France  at  the  head  of  an  army  of  reserve,  a  force 
altogether  unequal  to  have  contended  with  the 
Prussian  army,  if  the  cabinet  of  Berlin  had  given 
that  army  fighting  orders.  Ney  manoeuvred  upon 
Bonaparte’s  right,  and  was  ready  to  repel  any 
descent  AAdiich  might  be  made  from  the  Tyrol ;  and 
Murat  was  on  his  left,  Avatching  the  motions  of  an 
Austrian  division  under  the  Archduke  Ferdinand, 
who,  indignantly  refusing  to  join  in  the  capitula¬ 
tion  of  Ulm,  had  gallantly  cut  their  Avay  into  Bo¬ 
hemia,  and  there  united  themselves  with  the  army 
of  reserve  stationed  in  that  kingdom,  and  Avith 
fragments  of  detachments  and  of  regiments  who, 
like  themselves,  had  escaped  from  the  mortal  circle 
of  the  French.  Full  in  his  front  Bonaparte  found 
a  mixed  army  of  Russians  and  Austrians,  who  had 
been  pressing  forAvard  to  relieve  Mack,  but  who 
now  had  nothing  left  to  do  but  to  retreat  behind 
Vienna  and  the  Danube  into  Moravia,  Avhere  the 
main  army  of  the  Russians  Avas  collected  Avith 
their  young  emperor  at  their  head.  But,  though 
through  the  great  inferiority  of  their  number  this 
retreat  Avas  imperative,  the  allied  forces  retired 
fighting  ;  the  presumptuousness  of  the  French  van 
met  with  several  sanguinary  checks,  and  the  grand 
army  discovered  that  the  Russian  .infantry  was  an 
enemy  far  more  terrible  than  any  they  had  recently 
contended  with.*  As  the  French  approached 
Vienna,  the  Emperor  Francis  and  his  family  fled 
from  it  into  Moravia,  leaving  strict  but  scarcely 
necessary  orders  to  the  Viennese  not  to  bring¬ 
down  ruin  upon  themselves  and  their  city  by  at¬ 
tempting  to  defend  it.  It  was  on  the  7th  of  No¬ 
vember  that  Francis  took  his  departure  from  his 
capital ;  and  late  on  the  evening  of  that  day  his 
envoy.  Count  Giulay,  reached  Bonaparte’s  head¬ 
quarters  then  established  at  Lintz,  on  the  Danube, 
and  only  four  or  five  days’  march  from  Vienna,  to 
propose  an  armistice  as  the  prelude  to  a  general 
negotiation  for  peace.  Although  noAv  more  seri¬ 
ously  alarmed  than  ever  at  the  countenance  Prussia 
Avas  assuming,  the  conqueror  refused  to  listen  to 
any '  proposals,  unless  Venice  and  the  Tyrol  were 
given  up  to  him,  and  the  alliance  with  Russia  and 
England  instantly  broken.  “  Separate  yourselves 
from  the  Russians,”  said  he,  “  and  all  aviII  go  Avell. 
I  Avant  nothing  better  than  a  good  treaty  of  peace, 
although  I  am  at  the  head  of  200,000  men.  I 
have  delivered  Bavaria  in  execution  of  my  engage¬ 
ments  ;  and  I  Avould  now  deliver  Austria  from  the 
Russians,  Avho  are  occupying  your  country  like 
conquerors.”  Disheartened  as  Avas  the  Austrian 
cabinet,  and  anxious  as  Avas  the  emperor  to  pre¬ 
serve  his  beloved  subjects  of  his  hereditary  states 

*  lloniip.-irte  was  excecdiiiKly  im-onseil  at  tlio  rashness  of  tiis  hro- 
llier-in-law  Murat,  who,  as  usual,  \mis  iu  the  vau,  aiul  nourishing 
away  with  his  cavalry,  w  ithout  due  attention  to  the  infantry  heliind 
him,  or  to  the  other  divisions  of  the  army.  “That  Murat,”  said  he. 
”  is  rushintt  on  like  a  hlind  man  !  He  will  get  us  into  a  scrape.  Ho 
is  leaving  the  columns  of  Mortier  exposed  to  the  enemy.  Other  co¬ 
lumns  may  he  crushed.  Bertliier,  give  him  orders  to  stop!  Tliese 
Russians  are  devils.”  Mortier  was  iu  fact  all  but  sacrificed. 
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from  the  woes  of  war  and  a  military  occupation, 
Count  Giulay  refused  to  accept  these  hard  condi¬ 
tions  :  he  drove  hack  to  his  master;  and  on  the 
following  morning  the  heads  of  Bonaparte’s  co¬ 
lumns  were  all  put  into  motion,  and  pointed  towards 
Vienna.  On  the  13th  of  November  the  French 
took  undisputed  and  quiet  possession  of  that  proud 
capital,  which  had  stood  in  former  ages  so  many 
sieges,  and  which  had  seen  the  Moslem  conquerors 
twice  retreat  from  before  its  walls.  There  had 
been  an  abundance  of  time  to  allow  of  the  removing 
of  all  such  things;  the  grand  united  army  in 
Moravia  was  very  badly  provided  ;  the  Russians 
were  in  want  of  almost  everything;  but  the  Aus¬ 
trian  managers  of  these  matters  appear  to  have 
thought  it  better  to  keep  their  military  stores,  arms, 
clothing,  and  provisions  for  the  use  of  their  ene¬ 
mies  than  to  send  them  to  their  friends,  for  the 
French  found  in  the  magazines  of  Vienna  and  its 
suburbs  an  immense  quantity  of  all  these  things. 
Bonaparte  gave  a  part  of  the  spoils  to  the  Elector 
of  Bavaria,  whose  troops  were  fighting  under  his 
banner,  and  whose  un-German  heart  was  triumph¬ 
ing  in  the  calamity  and  humiliation  of  Austria.  1 
The  new  Emperor  of  the  French  took  up  his  abode 
in  Schonbrunn,  the  splendid  palace  of  the  far-de¬ 
scended  Emperor  Francis;  he  appointed  one  of 
his  generals  governor  of  Vienna  ;  and  conducted 
himself  in  all  things  like  the  sovereign  of  the  coun¬ 
try.  And  so  spiritless  were  the  burghers  of 


Vienna,  that  they  looked  on  with  a  quiet  and  ap¬ 
parently  not  unpleased  astonishment;  and  lived  in 
a  very  neighbourly  manner  with  the  French 
officers  and  troops.  Many  times  the  report  was 
confidently  spread  that  peace  had  been  concluded 
between  Napoleon  and  Francis ;  and  this,  con¬ 
nected  with  other  occurrences  and  indications,  was 
likely  to  damp  the  spirit  and  embarrass  the  coun¬ 
cils  of  the  Russians,  who  had  marched  so  far  only 
to  meet  a  beaten,  disheartened,  unsteady  ally. 

In  the  meanwhile,  the  Archduke  Charles,  after 
fighting  some  desperate  battles  on  the  Adige,  at 
Caldiero,  and  other  points,  had  been  driven  out  of 
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Italy  by  the  superior  forces  of  Marshal  Massena  ; 
one  of  his  blundering  or  traitorous  generals  had 
allowed  himself  to  he  surrounded,  and  had  then 
surrendered  with  5000  men,  and  without  firing  a 
shot;  and,  on  the  1st  of  November,  the  archduke 
had  commenced  his  retreat  through  the  mountain 
passes  of  Carinthia,  with  the  intention  of  throwing 
himself  into  Hungary.  He  was  hard  pressed  in 
the  rear  by  Massena ;  hut  he  kept  his  army  in 
admirable  order,  checked  and  severely  punished 
his  pursuers,  and  reached  Laybach,  and  there 
waited  the  arrival  of  his  brother  the  Archduke 
John,  whom  Ney  was  driving  out  of  the  Tyrol. 
After  some  hard  fighting  and  rapid  and  brilliant 
movements,  the  Archduke  John  formed  the  junc¬ 
tion  ;  but  several  Austrian  detachments  which 
had  been  left  on  insulated  positions  were  com¬ 
pelled  to  surrender,  and  the  wliole  of  the  Tyrol 
or  its  passes,  as  well  as  the  whole  of  Upper  Italy, 
Avere  left  to  the  undisturbed  possession  of  the 
French.  The  united  armies  of  the  two  brothers 
were  rapidly  increased  by  volunteers  from  the 
Tyrol,  from  Croatia,  and  those  other  mountainous 
regions  which  lie  between  the  head  of  the  Adriatic 
and  the  banks  of  the  Danube,  and  which  had  so 
long  supplied  the  Austrian  army  with  the  finest 
light  troops  in  the  world.*  The  two  archdukes, 
moreover,  were  in  communication  with  Hungary, 
where  a  brave  and  warlike  population  was  flying  to 
arms.  On  the  other  side  Massena  established  him¬ 
self  at  Clagenfurt,  the  capital  of  Carinthia,  and 
tliere  came  into  direct  communication  with  the 
grand  army  in  the  valley  of  the  Danube.  But 
Massena  had  been  compelled  to  leave  a  large  por¬ 
tion  of  his  forces  behind  him  to  secure  Upper 
Italy,  and  was  not  in  a  state  either  to  annoy  the 
Archdukes  Charles  and  John,  or  to  give  any  weighty 
co-operation  to  Bonaparte. 

The  Court  of  Berlin  had  dispatched  Count 
Haugwitz  to  Vienna  to  confer  witli  Bonaparte ; 
but  they  had  given  him  instructions  to  loiter  on  the 
road  to  wait  events,  and  to  do  nothing  tliat  should 
commit  Prussia  until  it  was  seen  more  clearly  what 
was  likely  to  be  the  result  of  a  general  batlle  be¬ 
tween  the  Emperor  of  the  French  and  the  two 
allied  emperors.  In  their  calculation  of  chances 
the  shuffling  statesmen  of  Berlin  appear  to  have 
fancied  that  crossing  the  Danube,  and  penetrating 
into  the  heart  of  Moravia,  and  into  the  very  midst 
of  Bohemians,  Hungarians,  and  Croatians,  all  in 
arms,  Avould  be  fatal  to  Bonaparte,  and  finish  this 
war,  and  his  astonishing  career,  without  any  exer¬ 
tion  or  sacrifice  on  the  part  of  Prussia.  Tired  of 
waiting  for  the  tardy  Haugwitz,  and  determined  to 
wait  no  longer,  Bonaparte  dashed  across  the 
Danube  on  the  22nd  of  November  and  established 
tlie  main  body  of  his  army  on  the  frontiers  of  Mo¬ 
ravia.  He  next  pushed  boldly  forward  to  the 
very  centre  of  that  country,  and  fixed  his  head 
quarters  at  Brunn,  its  little  capital.  The  Em¬ 
perors  Francis  and  Ale.xander  retreated  before  him 
as  far  as  Olmutz,  nearly  at  the  opposite  extremity 
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of  Moravia ;  but  this  retrograde  movement  was 
made  only  for  the  sake  of  forming  a  readier  junc¬ 
tion  with  a  fresli  Russian  division  which  had  en¬ 
tered  the  province  under  the  command  of  General 
BuxhoAvden.  When  this  junction  was  effected  the 
army  of  the  allies  amounted  to  about  80,000  men ; 
but  unhappily  most  of  the  Austrian  portion  of  it 
were  either  men  discouraged  and  militarily  demo¬ 
ralized,  or  raw  levies.  The  slow-moving  Haug¬ 
witz  now  presented  himself  in  Bonaparte’s  camp 
w'ith  the  offer  of  his  master’s  mediation,  but  with 
the  alternative  of  a  declaration  of  war  and  the 
march  of  the  Prussian  army  if  the  mediation 
should  be  refused.  But  the  cunning  Corsican 
well  knew  the  miserable  vacillations  and  tempor- 
isings  of  the  cabinet  of  Berlin,  and  the  character 
of  the  man  he  had  to  deal  with — and  a  character 
more  base  and  depraved  than  that  of  Count  Haug¬ 
witz  could  not  easily  have  been  found,  even  at  this 
base  period.  He  had  written  before  this  to  Talley¬ 
rand  ;  “  I  know  that  this  mission  of  M.  de  Flaug- 
Avitz  has  a  double  face.  Peace  or  war  with  Prussia 
Avill  depend  on  the  battle  I  am  going  to  fight.  If 
I  am  beaten,  Prussia  will  declare  against  me,  and 
reveal  the  treaty  which  already  binds  her  to  Eng¬ 
land  and  Russia ; — ce/a  va  sans  dire ;  but  if  I 
conquer  ? — Ah !  then  Ave  shall  see  Prussia  very 
humbly  at  my  feet,  and  M.  de  Haugwitz  Avill  talk 
of  nothing  but  the  pacific  intentions  of  his  court ! 

.  Only  keep  de  HaugAvitz  at  Vienna  till  the 

battle  is  fought.”  But,  as  the  count  had  persisted 
and  ventured,  among  hostile  eolumns  and  squa¬ 
drons,  into  Moravia,  Bonaparte  told  him  that  the 
best  thing  he  could  do  was  to  return  forthwith  to 
Vienna  and  AA'ait.  “You  see,”  said  he,  “  our  out¬ 
posts  are  engaged ;  it  is  a  prelude  to  the  battle  that 
I  am  about  to  fight.  Say  nothing  to  me  at  present. 
Return  quietly  to  Vienna,  and  wait  the  events  of 
the  Avar.”  HaugAA’itz,  as  Bonaparte  said,  was  no 
novice :  he  Avent  back  to  the  Austrian  capital,  and 
there  amused  himself  Avhile  waiting  the  result  of  a 
general  battle.  The  inevitable  consequence  and 
the  proper  punishment  of  this  contemptible  con¬ 
duct  of  Prussia  on  the  eve  of  the  battle  of  Auster- 
litz,  at  the  end  of  the  year  1 805,  was  the  disastrous 
battle  of  Jena  in  October,  1806,  which  reduced 
the  Prussian  monarchy  to  a  condition  infinitely 
more  deplorable  tlian  that  of  Austria.  Talleyrand 
and  his  corps  diplomatique  at  Vienna  laboured 
very  ingeniously  to  create  doubts  and  suspicions  in 
the  minds  of  the  allies,  and  to  aggravate  the  anti¬ 
pathies  which  really  existed  between  the  Austrians 
and  Russians.  Talleyrand’s  mot  was  :  “  Let  us 
deliver  Europe  from  the  barbarians,  or  let  us  keep 
the  Russians  Avithin  the  limits  of  their  old  territo¬ 
ries  and  he  held  out  to  Austria  the  hope  of  ag¬ 
grandizing  her  at  the  expense  of  that  ancient  ally 
of  France,  the  Ottoman  empire, — of  putting  Aus¬ 
tria  in  possession  of  the  Turkish  provinces  of  Mol¬ 
davia  and  Wallachia,  of  all  the  countries  on  the 
lower  Danube  down  to  the  Black  Sea,  &c.  There 
had  iilAvays  been  a  strong  French  party  in  Vienna, 
and  these  men  were  enchanted  and  dazzled  by  the 
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fanciful  perspective;  and  nothing  was  more  com¬ 
mon  in  the  salons  and  coteries  than  to  hear  praises 
and  laudations  of  the  French  conquerors,  coupled 
with  sneers  and  reproaches  against  the  Russian 
allies. 

On  the  other  hand  Bonaparte  dispatched 
Savary  to  endeavour  to  cajole  the  young  czar,  and, 
failing  in  that,  to  spy  out  what  he  could  in  the 
condition  and  disposition  of  the  Russian  army, 
which  evidently  caused  him  more  serious  thoughts 
than  any  enemy  with  whom  he  had  hitherto  con¬ 
tended.  He  gave  Savary  an  autograph  letter, 
signed  Napoleon,  in  which  he  expressed  how  am¬ 
bitious  he  was  of  obtaining  the  friendship  of  the 
Emperor  Alexander,  &c.  According  to  Savary’s 
own  account  he  made  very  good  use  of  his  eyes  in 
traversing  the  Russian  bivouacs,  and  was  very 
graciously  received  by  the  czar,  who  told  him  that 
he  was  naturally  inclined  to  follow  the  same  poli¬ 
tical  system  as  his  father  the  Emperor  Paul ;  that 
he  had  only  abandoned  that  system  because  France 
had  shaken  the  equilibrium  of  Europe  ;  but  that 
now  he  could  on  no  account  abandon  his  unfor¬ 
tunate  ally  the  Emperor  Francis.  Savary  protested 
that  the  Emperor  Napoleon,  his  master,  was  very 
desirous  of  peace,  was  not  an  implacable  enemy  to 
Austria,  and  that  this  was  demonstrated  by  the 
terms  he  had  already  offered  to  the  Emperor 
Francis.  Alexander  said  mildly  that  these  terms 
were  too  hard,  that  such  conditions  Vv'cre  not  to 
be  accepted,  that  he  was  sorry  the  want  of  modera¬ 
tion  in  Savary’s  master  would  oblige  him  to  order 
the  Russian  troops  to  do  their  duty.  He  gave 
Savary  a  letter  addressed  to  Bonaparte  not  as  em¬ 
peror  and  king,  but  as  “  Chief  of  the  French 
Government.”  This  imperial  epistle  signified  no¬ 
thing  ;  but  there  was  a  deal  of  meaning  and  of 
use  in  the  information  brought  back  by  the  execu¬ 
tioner  of  the  Duke  d’Enghien  from  the  Russian 
camp,  which  he  never  ought  to  have  been  allowed 
to  traverse  at  all.  But  Savary  was  even  allow'ed 
to  return  thither  and  to  make  still  better  use  of  his 
eyes  and  ears.  Nature  had  made  the  man  for  a 
spy,  and  habit  and  long  practice  had  perfected 
him  in  the  art.  This  time  he  was  the  bearer  of  a 
verbal  message  requesting  that  the  Emperor  Alex¬ 
ander  would  consent  to  a  personal  interview  with 
the  Emperor  Napoleon,  when  all  differences  might 
be  arranged  with  so  much  ease.  But  Alexander 
was  found  to  be  firmer  than  ever  in  his  resolution 
not  to  separate  himself  from  his  unfortunate  ally. 
He  refused  the  interview,  but  he  sent  one  of  his 
aides-de-camp,  the  Prince  Dolgorouki,  to  Bona¬ 
parte’s  head-quarters  with  an  offer  to  treat  upon 
the  following  conditions  :  the  independence  of  Hol¬ 
land,  Switzerland,  Germany,  and  Italy  ;  the  evacu¬ 
ation  of  Naples,  and  indemnity  to  the  Prince  of 
Orange,  and  the  full  and  entire  execution  of  the 
treaty  of  Luneville — conditions  which  Bonaparte 
rejected  with  scorn  and  anger. 

As  Bonaparte  was  getting  farther  and  farther 
from  his  own  frontiers  and  resources,  as  warlike 
populations  were  beginning  to  rise  en  7}iasse  all 
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round  him,  as  a  few  weeks  would  have  brought 
thousands  of  jagers  from  Bohemia  and  Croatia, 
and  thousands  of  horse  from  Hungary,  it  behoved 
the  allied  emperors  to  avoid  a  general  action  ;  and 
this  they  probably  would  have  done  but  fur  the 
very  significant  fact  that  the  Russians,  whose  com¬ 
missariat  has  ever  been  the  most  thievish  in  the 
world,  were  already  in  a  half-famished  state.  That 
which  would  have  produced  a  plenty  in  the  Russian 
camp  had  been  left  in  Vienna  for  the  French; 
Moravia  was  but  a  poor  and  hungry  country ; — 
they  must  therefore  move  forward,  were  it  only  for 
rations  and  quarters.  And,  quitting  their  strong 
positions  at  Olmutz  and  their  entrenchments,  be¬ 
hind  which  the  French  would  not  have  ventured 
to  attack  them,  the  Russians  and  their  spiritless 
allies  advanced  upon  Brunn.  Bonaparte  retreated 
to  the  plain  of  Austerlitz,  which  he  had  very  at¬ 
tentively  surveyed  several  days  before,  and  which 
he  had  found  to  be  the  best  battle-field  in  those 
parts.  The  encounters  which  had  taken  place  had 
given  the  Frencli  soldiers  a  very  exalted  notion  of 
the  Russian  infantry.  It  was  no  longer  possible 
to  tell  them  that  the  Russians  were  a  set  of  undis¬ 
ciplined  barbarians  ;  it  was  better  to  pique  the 
susceptible  French  pride:  and  therefore  Bonaparte 
told  his  army  that  “  they  were  now  going  to  meet 
a  new  enemy  who  had  been  brought  from  the  ends 
of  the  world  by  the  gold  of  England  that  “  this 
contest  was  of  much  importance  to  the  honour  of 
the  French  infantry  ;  that  the  question  must  now 
finally  be  settled  whether  the  French  infantry  were 
the  first,  or  the  second,  in  Europe.” 

Marshal  Kutusoff,  who  was  the  real  commander- 
in-chief  of  the  allied  army,  began  his  movements 
for  attack  on  the  morning  of  the  1st  of  December. 
The  movements  were  beautifully  executed,  with 
order  and  precision  ;  but  the  exercised  eye  of  Bona¬ 
parte  saw  that,  in  order  to  execute  his  plan  of  turn¬ 
ing  the  right  wing  of  the  French,  Kutusoft  would 
extend  his  lines  too  much ;  that  there  were  a  great 
many  recruits,  particularly  among  the  Austrians  ; 
and  he  is  said  to  have  exclaimed,  “  By  to-morrow 
evening  that  army  is  mine!”  The  day  was  passed 
in  active  preparation,  in  disposing  in  the  most  ad¬ 
vantageous  manner  the  tremendous  trains  of  artil¬ 
lery  which  the  French  had  dragged  with  them  ; 
and  the  night,  for  Bonaparte,  was  one  of  intense 
anxiety.  He  went  from  bivouac  to  bivouac — the 
night  being  bitterly  cold  and  stormy — conversing 
familiarly  with  his  soldiers,  and  uttering  short  and 
easily  retained  sentences  to  keep  up  their  courage 
and  serve  as  rallying  words.  Then,  worn  out  with 
fatigue,  he  snatched  a  half-hour’s  sleep  by  the  side  of 
one  of  the  bivouac  fires.  On  the  morrow  morning — 
it  was  the  first  anniversary  of  his  imperial  corona¬ 
tion  in  Notre  Dame — he  was  on  horseback  long 
before  daylight.  Thick  fogs  and  mist  hung  over 
the  plain  and  the  neighbouring  heights  on  which 
the  allies  w'ere  encamped  :  the  sun  could  scarcely 
break  through  the  vapoury  and  cold  obscurity ;  but 
at  last  it  appeared,  red  and  lurid,  like  a  globe 
dipped  in  blood.  Then  Bonaparte  galloped  along 
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the  line  shouting,  “  Soldiers,  we  must  finish  this 
campaign  with  a  thunderbolt!”  and  the  soldiers 
waved  their  caps  in  the  air  and  shouted,  Vive 
I’ evipereur !  vive  le  jour  de  sa  fete  !  It  was  time 
to  be  moving  and  doing,  for  the  artillery  of  the 
allies  was  heard  thundering  on  the  French  right. 
To  give  any  details  of  the  general  action  which 
immediately  ensued  would  occupy  more  space  than 
we  can  spare.  The  fatal  result  fully  corresponded 
with  Bonaparte’s  calculation.  Kutusoff’s  line,  too 
far  extended,  was  broken  through  by  a  concen¬ 
trated  attack  made  by  Marshals  Soult,  Lannes,  and 
Murat,  with  all  the  French  cavalry;  the  Russian 
divisions  were  separated;  the  Austrian  recruits 
fought  without  energy  or  intelligence  ;  and,  after  a 
terrible  conflict  on  the  part  of  the  imperial  Russian 
guards,  the  allied  army  was  routed  in  detail,  and 
pushed  off  the  field.  Its  loss  was  tremendous ; 
thousands  were  drowned  in  the  frozen  lakes  in  the 
rear  of  their  position,  the  ice,  though  thick,  not 
being  strong  enough  to  bear  so  great  a  weight. 
Entire  lines  of  Russian  infantry  were  mowed  down 
by  the  numerous  French  artillery' ;  but  other  lines 
sprung  up  to  supply  their  places,  and  the  best  part 
of  Kutusoff’s  army  retired  in  admirable  order,  be¬ 
ing  covered  by  clouds  of  Cossacks,  who,  with  their 
irregular  charges  and  their  long  lances,  repeatedly 
drove  back  Murat’s  regular  cavalry.  By  one  or  two 
o’clock  in  the  afternoon  the  victory  of  the  French 
was  decided  ;  but  it  was  near  midnight  ere  the  Rus¬ 
sians  entirely  left  the  field  ;  and  then  they  marched 
off  with  such  a  countenance  that  the  French  did  not 
dare  to  follow  them.  In  the  course  of  the  morning, 
once  at  least,  Soult  was  in  the  greatest  danger; 
Kutusoff  nearly  succeeded  in  re-uniting  his  divi¬ 
sions  ;  and  the  fate  of  Bonaparte  seemed  to  hang 
by  a  thread :  but  a  charge  made  by  all  the  cavalry 
of  his  guard,  and  then  a  terribly  sustained  fire  of 
grape-shot  on  the  Russian  squares,  turned  the  scale, 
and  allowed  him  to  hum  his  opera  air — “  Ah  comme 
il  y  viendra  J”  The  two  armies  which  engaged  were 
nearly  equal  in  number;  but  the  French  had  a  de¬ 
cided  superiority  in  artillery',  both  as  to  number  and 
quality ;  and  it  was  on  the  employment  of  that 
arm  that  they  principally  relied  for  their  victory. 
The  Russian  infantry  made  a  great  use  of  the 
bayonet:  most  of  the  French  that  were  wounded 
were  wounded  by  that  weapon,  and  in  nearly  every 
case  those  wounds  proved  mortal.  In  the  Iving 
bulletin  and  Moniteur,  the  French  loss  in  killed 
and  wounded  was  reduced  to  about  2500  men  ;  but 
in  reality  it  appears  to  have  exceeded  5000.  Such 
was  the  battle  of  Austerlitz,  or,  as  the  French 
soldiers  called  it,  the  battle  of  the  Three  Emperors. 
At  ten  o'clock  in  the  evening  the  conqueror 
issued  one  of  his  proclamations  or  addresses  to 
his  troops,  in  which,  as  usual,  truth  gave  way 
to  rhetoric,  and  figures  were  exaggerated  ad  libi¬ 
tum.  “  Soldiers  of  the  grand  army  !”  said  the 
proclamation,  “before  this  day  be  i)lunged  into 
the  sea  of  eternity,  your  emperor  ought  to  speak 
with  you,  and  express  his  satisfaction  to  all  those 
who  have  the  good  fortune  to  fight  in  this  me¬ 
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morable  battle.  Soldiers!  you  are  the  first  war¬ 
riors  of  the  world  !  The  memory  of  this  day, 
and  of  your  exploits,  will  be  eternal.  Yes,  so 
long  as  history  and  the  world  shall  exist,  it  will  be 
repeated,  after  millions  of  centuries,  that,  in  the 
plains  of  Austerlitz,  an  army  bought  by  the  gold 
of  England,  a  Russian  army  of  76,000  men,  has 
been  destroyed  by  you.  The  miserable  remains 
of  that  army,  in  which  the  mercantile  spirit  of 
a  despicable  nation  had  placed  its  last  hope, 
are  in  flight,  and  are  going  to  announce  to  the 
savage  inhabitants  of  the  north  what  French¬ 
men  can  do  ;  to  announce  to  them  that  you  who, 
after  destroying  the  Austrian  army  near  Ulm,  have 
said  at  Vienna,  That  army  is  no  more  !  will  tell 
them  also  at  Petersburg!!,  The  Emperor  Alexander 
has  no  longer  an  army  !  Soldiers  of  the  grand 
army  !  it  is  not  yet  four  months  since  your  emperor 
said  to  you  at  Boulogne,  ‘  We  are  going  to  march  to 
annihilate  a  coalition  plotted  by  the  gold  and  in¬ 
trigues  of  England  ;’  and  now  the  result  is  the  de¬ 
struction  of  300,000  men  in  the  campaign  of  Ulm, 
and  of  the  forces  of  two  great  monarchs,  &c.  &c.” 
As  the  French  could  never  have  enough  of  this 
sort  of  declamation,  another  address  was  issued 
on  the  morrow  morning.  “  Soldiers,”  it  said,  “  I 
am  satisfied  with  you ;  you  have  decorated  your 
eagles  with  an  immortal  glory  !  An  army  of  100,000 
men,  commanded  by  the  Emperors  of  Russia  and 
Austria,  has  been,  in  less  than  four  days,  cut  to 
pieces  or  dispersed  ;  what  escaped  from  your  steel 
has  been  drowned  in  the  lakes.  Forty  flags,  the 
standards  of  the  imperial  guard  of  Russia,  120 
pieces  of  cannon,  20  generals,  more  than  30,000 
prisoners,  are  the  result  of  the  day  for  ever  me¬ 
morable.  That  boasted  Russian  infantry,  though 
superior  in  number,  could  not  stand  your  shock  ; 
and  henceforward  you  have  no  rivals  to  be  jealous 
of.  Thus,  in  two  months,  this  third  coalition  has 
been  conquered  and  dissolved.”  ....  On  the 
same  day,  and  from  the  battle  field  still  strewed 
with  the  dead,  Bonaparte  dictated  and  signed  a 
circular  letter  to  the  bishops  and  priests  of  France, 
commanding  them  to  sing  Te  Deum  for  the  glori¬ 
ous  successes  he  had  obtained,  and  which  he  de¬ 
clared  to  be  a  visible  proof  of  the  favour  and  pro¬ 
tection  of  Almighty  God.  The  exaggeration  em¬ 
ployed  was  altogether  monstrous;  but  the  French 
soldiers  were  not  the  men  that  would  critically  ex¬ 
amine  facts  and  figures  ;  audit  was  rolling,  roaring 
bulletins  in  this  style  that  Fouche  wanted  to  en¬ 
chant  the  Parisians,  and  keep  the  French  at  home 
quiet.  According  to  General  KutusofiF’s  official 
account,  his  loss  in  killed  and  prisoners  did  not 
exceed  12,000  men  ;  and  nothing  is  more  certain 
than  that  the  Russians  had  retired  in  jierfcct  order, 
in  solid  bronze-like  masses,  and  that  the  French 
had  shown  no  inclination  to  follow  them.  The  co¬ 
alition  was  not  destroyed  by  tliis  battle — the  case 
of  the  allies  could  have  been  hopeless  only  to 
cowards.  General  Benningsen  was  on  his  way 
from  the  Russian  frontier  with  another  corps 
d'armee ;  the  Archdukes  Charles  and  John  were 
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so  near  that  eight  or  ten  days  of  forced  marches, 
and  by  a  route  where  none  could  stop  them,  would 
have  brought  them  with  their  united  forces  on  the 
eastern  edge  of  Moravia,  and  on  Bonaparte’s 
flank  :  on  one  side  of  Moravia,  Bohemia  had  not 
been  touched,  and  was  full  of  loyalty  and  spirit ; 
and  on  the  other  side  of  it  the  brave  Hungarians, 
who  had  succoured  the  Empress  Maria  Theresa 
when,  in  the  extremity  of  her  distress — driveir  from 
her  capital  by  the  generals  of  Louis  XV.,  and  by 
Frederick  the  Great  of  Prussia — she  presented 
herself  to  them  in  her  widow’s  weeds,  and  with 
her  infant  son  in  her  arms,  and  implored  their 
help,  having  no  help  or  hope  but  in  God  and  them, 
were  as  ready  now  as  then  to  swear  to  die  for 
their  sovereign,  and  as  sure  to  keep  their  oath. 
That  nation  was  rude,  but  heroic  ;  serious,  melan¬ 
choly,  determined,  and  eminently  patriotic  or  na¬ 
tional.  The  Hungarians  could  not,  like  the  burghers 
of  Vienna,  and  the  unimpassioned  boors  of  the 
duchy  of  Austria,  see  without  excitement  and 
without  agony  the  march  of  foreign  armies  over 
their  native  plains  and  hills.  Though  coarser  in 
their  exterior,  they  were  a  people  of  finer  imagina¬ 
tion  ;  they  were  a  people  of  traditions  and  oral 
legends,  and  their  legends  were  filled  with  the 
staple  commodity  of  the  poetry  of  all  free  and 
spirited  nations,  the  victories  obtained  by  native 
swords  and  native  ranks  over  the  proud  invaders 
of  their  country  ;  and  without  this  finer  imagina¬ 
tion,  without  this  species  of  national  poetical  tem¬ 
perament,  without  traditions  and  legends  wound 
round  the  hearts  as  well  as  memories  of  the  popular 
masses,  no  country  is  fitted  for  heroical  warfare. 
By  a  side-movement  the  Russians,  and  what  re¬ 
mained  of  the  Austrians  who  had  fought  at  Aus- 
terlitz,  might  have  got  to  the  Hungarian  frontier, 
might  there  have  awaited  the  junction  of  Ben- 
ningsen,  and  the  two  archdukes,  and  the  Hunga¬ 
rian  levies  that  were  being  brought  up  by  good 
officers  ;  and  that  war  might  have  been  prolonged, 
until  Bonaparte  was  ruined,  in  the  great  basin 
which  lies  between  the  left  bank  of  the  Danube  and 
the  Carpathian  mountains.  But  there  were  traitors 
as  well  as  cowards  round  the  Emperor  Francis ; 
and  by  various  means  he  was  made  to  shudder  at 
the  horrors  which  must  attend  a  protracted  war¬ 
fare  in  his  own  countries,  and  to  hope  that  his  con¬ 
queror  would  be  magnanimous  in  the  hour  of  vic¬ 
tory,  or  be  induced  by  the  aspect  of  his  own  cri¬ 
tical  situation  to  grant  such  terms  as  he  might 
accept.  The  Emperor  of  Russia  refused  to  join 
in  the  humiliating  measure  ;  but  Francis,  the  very 
day  after  the  battle,  dispatched  Prince  John  ot 
Lichtenstein,  who  had  all  along  appertained  to  the 
French  or  peace  party,  to  demand  an  interview  of 
Bonaparte.  “  You  want  a  suspension  of  arms,” 
said  the  victor ;  “  but  before  I  grant  you  an  armis¬ 
tice  you  must  break  with  the  Russians.  The  Rus¬ 
sians  must  retire.  We  will  then  treat  separately. 
I  will  afterwards  make  a  separate  peace  with  the 
Emperor  Alexander,  or  if  not  I  will  beat  him 
again  !  As  for  the  house  of  Austria,  I  must  have 


guarantees  that  she  will  not  again  take  up  arms 
against  me.  It  was  not  I  that  began  this  war. 
But,  first  of  all,  no  more  Russians !  no  more  of 
your  levies  en  masse  in  Hungary  and  Bohemia  !  ” 
Lichtenstein  appears  either  to  have  sold  himself  or 
to  have  allowed  his  own  fears  and  the  fortunate 
soldier’s  hurried  and  passionate  rhetoric  to  over¬ 
whelm  him  :  in  the  course  of  a  few  hours,  and 
seemingly  without  a  struggle,  he  agreed  to  give 
up  far  more  than  Bonaparte  could  have  gained  in 
tw'o  or  in  even  three  of  the  most  successful  cam¬ 
paigns.  Lichtenstein  returned  to  his  master  loaded 
with  the  compliments  and  eulogiums  of  his  master’s 
enemy ;  and  on  the  following  day  the  Emperor 
Francis  had  himself  a  personal  interview  in  the 
French  camp  with  Bonaparte,  whom  he  embraced 


Francis,  Emperor  of  Austria. 


and  called  “  Sir,  my  brother.”  It  is  added  that 
Francis  in  a  very  illogical  speech  meanly  threw 
the  whole  blame  of  the  war  upon  the  English,  say¬ 
ing  they  were  a  set  of  selfish  traffickers,  who 
would  set  the  Continent  on  fire  in  order  to  secure 
to  themselves  the  commerce  of  the  world ;  but  this 
rests  solely  upon  French  authorities,  which  are 
scarcely  any  authority  at  all.  On  the  6th  of  De¬ 
cember  an  armistice  was  signed  by  Marshal  Ber- 
thier  and  the  Prince  of  Lichtenstein,  the  Austrians 
engaging  to  give  up  Presburg  on  the  frontiers  of 
Hungary,  Carinthia,  Styria,  Carniola,  Venice; 
not  to  allow  the  Russians  to  remain  on  any  part  of 
their  territories;  to  stop  the  levy  m  masst  in  Hun¬ 
gary  and  Bohemia,  and  not  to  admit  into  their  ter¬ 
ritories  any  foreign  army  whatsoever.  The  last 
clause  seemed  to  have  reference  to  the  Prussians, 
although  the  battle  of  Austerlitz,  and  stilt  more 
this  wretched  armistice,  must  have  removed  from 
Bonaparte’s  mind  any  serious  apprehension  on  that 
subject.  In  fact,  as  soon  as  might  be  after  the 
battle.  Count  Haugwdtz,  the  Prussian  envoy,  had 
waited  upon  him  to  offer  his  congratulation  on  the 
glorious  victory  which  he  had  obtained.  Bona¬ 
parte  said  with  a  sneer,  that  the  Prussian  compli¬ 
ments  had  been  intended  for  others,  but  that  for¬ 
tune  had  transferred  them  to  him.  He  had  how¬ 
ever  shown  that  he  felt  the  insecurity  of  his  owm 
situation — there,  isolated  in  the  centre  of  Moravia, 
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and  in  the  midst  of  an  inclement  winter — and  the 
ruin  which  any  hostile  movement  on  the  part  of 
Prussia  might  yet  bring  down  upon  him  ;  and,  to 
keep  that  power  quiet,  he  had  promised  Haugwitz 
to  cede  and  assign  to  it  for  ever  the  electorate  of 
Hanover,  the  lure  which  had  been  so  often  held 
out  before,  the  prize  for  which  the  cabinet  of  Berlin 
had  been  so  long  sighing  and  longing.  The  Em¬ 
peror  Alexander  retired  by  regular  day  marches 
into  his  own  territories :  Bonaparte  returned  to 
Vienna  and  the  palace  of  Schonbrunn  to  complete 
with  Talleyrand  the  draft  of  a  definitive  treaty  of 
peace  with  Austria.  This  treaty  was  signed  by 
the  Emperor  of  Austria  at  Presburg,  whence  it 
takes  its  name,  on  the  26th  of  December.  Not 
less  but  more  than  Lichtenstein  had  agreed  to  give 
was  extorted  from  Austria.  By  this  treaty  of  Pres¬ 
burg  she  ceded,  nominally  to  Napoleon’s  kingdom 
of  Italy,  not  only  Venice  and  the  Venetian  provinces 
in  Upper  Italy,  but  the  Venetian  provinces  in  Is- 
tria,  in  Dalmatia,  and  on  the  coast  of  Albania,  wLich 
she  had  possessed  ever  since  the  treaty  of  Campo 
Formio ;  she  ceded  to  the  Elector  of  Bavaria  the 
whole  of  the  Tyrol,  with  the  bishopric  of  Passau 
and  other  territories;  she  ceded  to  Wurtemberg 
and  Baden,  those  other  liege  vassals  of  France, 
other  districts;  she  recognised  the  regal  titles  of 
the  Electors  of  Bavaria  and  Wurtemberg,  and  the 
grand  ducal  title  of  the  Elector  of  Baden,— for  the 
Emperor  Napoleon  had  resolved  that  the  first  two 
should  have  the  rank  of  kings,  and  that  the  Elector 
of  Baden,  who  had  taken  the  kidnapping  and 
murder  of  the  Duke  d’Enghien  in  such  good  part, 
and  who,  like  the  other  un-German  princes,  had 
rendered  important  services  during  this  campaign, 
should  have  the  rank  of  grand  duke  ;  and,  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  these  and  other  sacrifices,  Austria  in  a 
secret  article  agreed  to  pay  to  the  French  a  mili¬ 
tary  contribution  of  140,000,000  of  francs.  The 
population  thus  turned  over  to  the  conqueror  by  a 
tew  strokes  of  the  pen  was  estimated  at  about 
3,000,000.  But  there  was  worse  than  a  loss  of 
population,  and  a  limited  surrender  of  territory  : 
by  being  made  to  give  up  Trieste,  which  had  long 
been  her  only  sea-port,  and  all  that  she  had  ob¬ 
tained  by  the  treaties  of  Campo  Formio  and  Lund- 
ville  on  the  Adriatic,  Austria  entirely  shut  herself 
out  from  the  sea,  and  became  an  inland  power, 
without  the  faculty  of  exporting  or  importing 
directly  a  bale  of  goods  or  a  cart-load  of  produce 
she  became  cnctavee,  cooped  in  on  every  side ; 
and  on  the  Adriatic  side,  where  she  most  wanted 
freedom  and  extension,  a  hostile  state,  a  strip  of 
the  kingdom  of  Italy,  whicli  was  merely  a  pro¬ 
vince  of  France,  was  interposed  between  her  and 
the  sea.  The  fracture  made  of  the  independence 
of  Switzerland  and  of  the  Grisons  had  weakened 
her  frontier  on  the  side  of  France;  and  now  the 
disseverance  of  the  Tyrol,  the  cradle  of  the  impe¬ 
rial  house,  and  the  oldest  of  its  possessions,  com¬ 
pleted  this  ruin  of  frontier  and  bulwarks,  and  gave 
the  h  rench  the  entire  command  of  the  best  routes 
which  connect  Upper  Italy  with  Germany.  But 
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still  more  loss  of  influence  and  honour  ! — all  the 
smaller  German  states  of  the  Rhine  w'ere  formed 
by  Bonaparte,  who  put  himself  at  the  head  of  it  as 
“  Protector,”  into  what  was  called  the  Confedera¬ 
tion  of  the  Rhine :  the  old  Germanic  empire  was 
thus  dissolved :  the  influence  of  the  French  was 
fully  established  over  a  great  part  of  Germany ; 
and  very  soon  after  this  treaty  the  Emperor  Francis 
formally  renounced  his  title  of  Elective  Emperor 
of  Germany,  and  assumed  that  of  Hereditary  Em¬ 
peror  of  Austria,  &c.  The  King  of  Prussia,  who 
had  been  the  only  king  in  Germany  until  Bonaparte 
chose  to  give  kingly  crowns  to  his  vassals  of  Ba¬ 
varia  and  Wurtemberg,  was  recommended  by  the 
cabinet  who  were  leading  him  to  his  ruin  to  take 
the  title  of  Emperor  of  Prussia,  but  he  did  not. 
Less  than  three  weeks  after  the  signing  of  the 
treaty  of  Presburg,  Eugene  Beauharnais  married 
Augusta  Amelia,  daughter  of  the  king  of  Bavaria  : 
and  shortly  after  Mademoiselle  or  Princess  Ste¬ 
phanie  Beauharnais,  Eugene’s  cousin,  was  given 
in  marriage  to  the  son  and  heir  of  the  Grand  Duke 
of  Baden,  who  had  earnestly  solicited  the  honour 
of  an  alliance  with  the  august  family  of  Bonaparte. 
Another  matrimonial  alliance  w'as  contemplated 
w'ith  the  family  of  the  King  of  Wurtemberg. 
There  was  scarcely  one  of  all  those  petty,  long- 
pedigreed  potentates,  but  would  have  consented  to 
mix  his  blood  with  that  of  the  Corsican  soldier  of 
fortune,  or  of  those  connected  with  him :  their 
fears  destroyed  their  pride :  and,  in  order  to  have 
and  to  hold  what  the  conqueror  might  choose  to 
leave  them  or  give  them,  they  would  have  thrown 
their  once  prized  genealogical  books  into  the  fire, 
and  have  declared  the  Napoleonic  dynasty  the  most 
ancient  in  Europe. 

Other  parties  connected  with  the  coalition  were 
to  blame  besides  Mack  and  the  Aulic  Council ;  and 
the  government  of  Pitt,  who  had  made  the  Conven¬ 
tion,  had  made  a  very  injudicious  use  of  the  re¬ 
sources  of  their  country.  That  system  of  petty 
expeditions  which  had  so  long  disgraced  England, 
or  which,  at  the  least,  had  deprived  her  of  the 
honour  she  might  otherwise  have  gained,  had 
again  been  resorted  to ;  and  for  the  present  saving 
of  a  few  millions  the  necessity  had  been  incurred 
of  a  future  expenditure  of  very  ma/'y  millions.  If 
the  King  of  Sweden,  whose  zeal  iii  the  cause  was 
depressed  only  by  his  poverty,  had  been  liberally 
supplied  with  money,  if  25,000  or  30,000  British 
troops  had  been  sent  to  the  Baltic  in  the  autumn,  a 
great  movement  might  have  been  efl'ected  in  the 
north  of  Germany,  the  vacillations  of  Prussia 
might  have  been  brought  to  an  end  by  those  best 
of  all  arguments,  the  presence  of  a  great  allied 
army  and  the  exceeding  great  probability  of  the 
French  being  the  losing  party,  and  Prussia  would 
have  carried  with  her  into  the  coalition  Saxony, 
Brunswick,  and  one  or  two  other  minor  states ; 
Bonaparte  would  have  been  obliged  to  divide  and 
subdivide  his  grand  army ;  he  might  have  been 
attacked  on  his  left  Hank  and  on  his  rear,  and  the 
Hanoverians,  and  probably  the  Dutch,  whose 
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countries  had  been  left  with  hardly  any  French 
troops  in  them,  would  have  risen  en  masse  and 
have  overthrown  their  temporary  Gallican  govern¬ 
ments  ;  for  the  Hanoverians  w'ere  heartily  attached 
to  their  old  line  of  sovereigns,  and  the  Dutch  were 
by  this  time  heartily  sick  of  French  domination, 
and  of  that  system  which  had  led  to  the  almost 
entire  destruction  of  their  foreign  trade,  the  one 
great  source  of  their  wealth,  as  of  their  former 
political  greatness.  If  this  course  had  been  pur¬ 
sued  in  good  time,  Bernadotte  would  not  have 
quitted  Hanover  at  all,  or  if  he  had  done  so  he 
must  have  been  compelled  to  retrace  his  steps  ;  and 
in  either  case  the  catastrophe  at  Ulm,  which  he  so 
essentially  contributed  to,  would  not  have  taken 
place.  But  precious  time  was  lost,  money  was 
withheld,  and  the  very  small  number  of  native 
British  forces  which  Pitt’s  government  thought 
they  might  spare  for  foreign  service  was  divided, 
and  sent  to  two  opposite  extremities  of  Europe ; 
only  5000  or  6000  British  troops  were  sent  to  the 
Baltic,  and,  counting  the  king’s  German  legion  and 
other  foreign  corps,  the  entire  force  which  landed 
in  Swedish  Pomerania  (and  not  before  the  month 
of  October)^  under  the  command  of  General  Don 
and  Lord  Cathcart,  fell  short  of  16,000  men.  This 
force  was  joined  by  12,000  Swedes,  and  by  about 
9000  or  10,000  Russians.  The  supreme  com¬ 
mand  was  rather  nominally  than  really  intrusted 
to  the  King  of  Sweden,  who,  after  recovering 
Hanover,  was  to  advance  upon  Holland.  But 
there  could  be  no  advance  of  this  extensive  kind 
without  securing,  at  the  very  least,  the  neutrality 
of  Prussia ;  and  a  mixed  army  of  less  than  38,000 
men,  and  the  delays  which  had  occurred,  and  the 
differences  of  opinion  which  were  known  to  exist 
among  the  officers  in  command  of  it,  were  but 
little  calculated  to  give  to  Prussia  those  convic¬ 
tions  she  wanted.  Pitt  had  dispatched  Lord  Har- 
rowby  to  Berlin,  and  the  English  generals  were 
disposed  to  rely  upon  the  effects  of  his  lordship’s 
diplomacy ;  but  his  Swedish  majesty,  who  better 
knew  the  character  of  that  cabinet,  and  who  for¬ 
got  that  he  had  not  a  force  sufficient  to  dictate  to 
Prussia  with  her  200,000  men,  wrote  some  im¬ 
patient  and  rather  violent  notes  to  his  Prussian 
majesty.  The  court  of  Berlin  complained;  the 
English  and  the  Russians  too  remonstrated :  a 
ciuarrel  was  the  consequence;  and  his  Swedish 
majesty,  throwing  up  the  command  of  the  allied 
army,  retired  with  his  own  forces  to  Stralsund. 
After  more  than  three  weeks  had  been  spent  in 
waiting  the  result  of  the  negotiations  at  Berlin, 
and  in  explaining  away  the  words  and  letters  which 
had  given  offence  to  his  Swedish  majesty,  Gus- 
tavus  resumed  the  command,  and  the  petty  allied 
army  began  to  shake  itself ;  but  it  was  now  beyond 
the  middle  of  November;  and  in  the  interval 
Mack  had  surrendered  at  Ulm,  and  Bonaparte 
had  entered  Vienna — events  wdiich  made  the 
Berlin  cabinet  more  vacillatory  than  before,  and 
more  tenacious  of  the  rights  of  neutrality  with 
regard  to  the  belligerent  party  that  was  so  evidently 


succumbing  in  the  present  struggle.  Gustavus 
marched  into  the  Electorate  of  Hanover,  and  even 
laid  siege  to  the  towm  of  Hameln,  where  Berna¬ 
dotte  had  left  a  considerable  garrison ;  but  then 
came  the  news  of  the  battle  of  Austerlitz ;  and 
thereupon  the  allies  conceived  that  no  alternative 
was  left  them  but  to  get  back  with  all  speed  to 
their  respective  countries.  The  British  re-embarked  ; 
the  Swedes  retired  again  to  the  shelter  of  the  well 
fortified  Stralsund ;  and  the  Russians  retreated 
into  Mecklenburg,  there  to  await  the  arrival  of 
their  shipping. 

The  operations  of  the  3000  British  troops,  who 
were  sent  to  the  south  of  Italy,  will  be  noticed  in 
the  following  year  in  connexion  with  the  French 
conquest  and  entire  occupation  of  the  kingdom  of 
Naples — an  event  which  would  have  happened 
about  the  time  it  did,  whether  the  allies  had  or  had 
not  induced  the  Neapolitan  court  to  break  its  treaty 
of  neutrality  with  the  French,  although  our  sending 
and  landing  of  troops  certainly  furnished  Bona¬ 
parte  with  good  materials  and  colours  for  excusing 
his  ambition,  and  his  pre-determined  aggrandise¬ 
ment.  In  making  himself  King  of  Italy,  the  con¬ 
queror  had  resolved  not  to  leave  the  fairest  and 
richest  portion  of  that  beautiful  country  in  quiet 
possession  of  a  branch  of  the  House  of  Bourbon. 

We  gladly  escape  from  these  continental  dis¬ 
asters,  and  disgraces  on  shore,  to  our  victories  and 
glories  at  sea.  But  for  our  successes  on  our  own 
element,  woeful  indeed  must  have  been  the  close 
of  this  year,  1805  !  Nelson  had  been  appointed 
to  the  command  of  the  Mediterranean  fleet  in 
the  autumn  of  the  year  1803.  He  had  been 
blockading  the  French  Toulon  fleet,  superior  in 
number  to  his  own,  from  the  21st  of  January  till 
the  25th  of  February,  ever  ready  for  battle,  with¬ 
out  a  bulkhead  up,  night  or  day.  He  was  then 
compelled,  by  terrible  gales  of  wind,  to  run  to 
Sardinia  and  anchor  in  the  friendly  Gulf  of  Cag¬ 
liari.  Here,  and  in  the  Gulf  of  Palma,  he  was 
detained  a  considerable  time  by  stress  of  weather. 
Afterwards,  to  tempt  the  Toulon  fleet  out  to  sea,  he 
bore  away  for  the  coast  of  Spain,  and  ran  down  as 
far  as  Barcelona.  He  knew  that  the  French  fleet 
had  land  forces  on  board ;  but  he  was  divided  be¬ 
tween  the  surmises  of  whether  these  troops  were 
destined  for  Egypt,  or  for  Ireland,  or  for  the  West 
Indies;  and  the  intelligence  he  picked  up  was 
very  contradictory  and  perplexing.  Profiting  by 
Nelson’s  absence,  Villeneuve  put  to  sea  on  the 
31st  of  March,  with  ten  ships  of  the  line,  seven 
frigates,  and  two  brigs,  steering  from  Toulon  right 
across  the  Mediterranean,  as  though  intending  to 
make  the  opposite  coast  of  Africa.  Nelson,  who 
did  not  get  this  intelligence  until  the  7th  of  April, 
bore  up  for  Sicily,  watching  the  channel  between 
Sardinia  and  the  African  coast,  and  the  channel 
between  Sardinia  and  Corsica  and  the  Italian 
coast,  and  scattering  his  frigates  and  tenders 
in  all  directions.  Five  days  after  this  he  received 
intelligence  that  Villeneuve  and  his  Toulon  fleet 
had  been  seen  far  down  the  Mediterranean,  off 
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Cape  de  Gatte;  and  the  next  notice  he  got  of  them 
was,  that  they  had  run  through  the  Straits  of  Gib¬ 
raltar  into  the  Atlantic  ocean.  Knowing  that  they 
might  already  be  halfway  to  Ireland  or  to  Jamaica, 
Nelson  exclaimed  that  he  was  a  miserable  man, — 
that  his  good  fortune  seemed  to  have  flown  from 
him!  To  add  to  his  calamit)’,  he  could  not  get  a 
fair  wind,  nor  even  a  side  wind,  to  go  in  pursuit 
of  the  foe.  Foul,  dead  foul  were  the  breezes 
which  blew ;  terrible  was  the  tacking  and  the 
straining  his  old  sea-worn  ships  sustained  :  it  was 
the  30th  of  April  before  he  gained  sight  of  the 
tall  gray  rock  of  Gibraltar;  and  then,  it  being 
utterly  impossible  to  get  through  the  narrow  Straits 
with  the  wind  and  the  strong  current  both  in  his 
teeth,  he  cast  anchor  on  the  Barbary  coast,  and 
obtained  some  supplies  of  provisions,  very  re¬ 
quisite  for  the  long  voyage  he  contemplated,  from 
the  Moors  at  Tetuan.  He  now  thought  that 
Villeneuve  must  have  slipped  away  for  the  West 
Indies ;  and  he  vowed  he  w'ould  follow  him 
thither,  or,  if  needful,  round  the  w’hole  globe.  On 
the  'Ith  of  May  a  breeze  from  the  eastward  al¬ 
lowed  him  to  run  through  the  Straits  of  Gibraltar, 
and  round  the  coast  to  Cadiz.  Donald  Campbell, 
an  adventurous  and  sagacious  Scotchman,  an  ad¬ 
miral  in  the  Portuguese  service,  imparted  to  Nelson 
his  certain  knowledge  that  Villeneuve  was  gone  to 
the  West  Indies.  The  French  admiral,  on  de¬ 
scending  the  Mediterranean  from  Toulon,  had 
looked  into  Carthagena,  but,  finding  that  the  Span¬ 
ish  ships  there  were  not  ready  to  join  him,  and 
not  daring  to  wait  lest  Nelson  should  be  upon  him, 
had  scudded  through  the  Straits  with  a  fine  wind 
which  was  then  blowing  from  the  north-east.  As 
Villeneuve  showed  himself  in  the  Atlantic,  Ad¬ 
miral  Sir  John  Orde,  who  had  been  watching 
in  Cadiz  with  a  small  squadron,  and  who  was 
much  more  of  a  prize-seeking,  money-making  than 
a  fighting  officer,  had  retreated,  and  Admiral 
Gravina,  with  six  Spanish  ships  of  the  line  and 
two  French  ships  of  the  line,  had  come  out  of 
Cadiz  Bay  and  had  joined  Villeneuve,  who  there¬ 
upon  had  sailed  away  to  the  w'estward  without 
a  moment’s  delay.  This  combined  fleet  now 
counted  eighteen  sail  of  the  line,  six  44-gun 
frigates,  one  26-gun  frigate,  three  corvettes,  and  a 
brig.  But  Nelson  resolved  to  pursue  them  with 
his  ten  ships  of  the  line  and  three  frigates ;  nor 
doubted  for  one  moment  that  he  should  be  able  to 
stop  their  career,  and  prevent  their  doing  any 
serious  mischief  to  our  colonies.  All  of  his  ships 
stood  in  need  of  rejiairs  :  one  of  them,  the  ‘  Superb,’ 
not  having  been  in  a  home  port  since  January, 
1801,  was  in  a  very  crazy  state;  and  it  was  only 
upon  the  urgent  solicitation  of  its  captain,  the 
gallant  Keats,  that  Nelson  allowed  the ‘Superb’ 
to  accompany  him.*  One  of  his  most  powerful 

•  Wlicn  tlie  liritisl)  licet  (lis.ii>iieareil  from  the  southern  const  of 
Frnnee  and  from  tlie  .Mediterranean,  llonaiJarte  fell  quite  certain  tliat 
it  must  liave  gone  liome  t.r  relit,  or  to  put  its  crews  into  otlier  ships, 
for,”  said  lie  (and  truly),  •'  Nelson's  sliipslmve  need  to  go  into  dock, 
and  hi.s  squadron  may  lie  considered  as  in  a  very  had  slate."  Ilut 
Napoleon  did  not  reflect  upon  the  extent  of  daring  of  such  a  man  as 
Nelson. 
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ships,  the  ‘Royal  Sovereign,’  Nelson  left  behind  him 
on  the  Spanish  coast,  to  give  additional  protection 
to  the  convoy  that  was  carrying  the  3000  British 
troops  up  the  Mediterranean.  There  were  other 
ships  of  the  line  in  those  seas  which  he  might 
have  added  to  his  pursuing  fleet,  but  he  con¬ 
sidered  his  ten  quite  enough,  and  he  expected,  on 
reaching  Barbadoes,  to  be  joined  by  five  or  six  sail 
of  the  line.  Villeneuve  had  had  more  than  a 
month’s  start  of  him.  The  Spanish  ships  which 
came  out  of  Cadiz  Bay,  like  those  that  came  from 
Toulon,  had  troops  on  board;  Villeneuve’s  orders 
(or  some  of  them,  for  he  appears  to  have  had 
many)  were  to  proceed  straight  to  Martinique, 
and,  with  the  5100  men  on  board  the  combined 
fleet,  to  capture  Sainte  Lucie,  leave  a  garrison 
there,  and  reinforce  the  garrisons  of  Dominique, 
Martinique,  and  Guadaloupe,  which  still  remained 
to  the  French  :  he  was  then  to  wait  about  a  month 
among  the  Antilles,  in  order  to  afford  Admiral 
Gantheaume  an  opportunity  of  joining  with  his 
twenty-one  sail  of  the  line  (if  he  should  be  able  to 
get  out  of  Brest  and  cross  the  Atlantic),  and  this 
month  or  so  was  to  be  pleasantly  and  profitably 
spent  in  doing  all  the  mischief  he  could  to  the 
English — “a  faire  tout  le  mat  'possible  d  I'eu- 
nemi!"  According  to  one  of  the  series  of  orders, 
or  at  least  according  to  one  of  Bonaparte’s  reported 
schemes,Villeneuve  and  Gantheaume,  having  drawn 
the  English  fleets  in  search  of  them  into  the  West 
Indies,  were  to  make  a  sudden  start  back  for  Eu¬ 
rope  and  the  British  Channel,  to  take  on  board  the 
army  of  invasion  at  Boulogne,  and  then  pounce 
upon  England  or  upon  Ireland.  This  scheme  bore 
the  impression  of  a  landsman’s  mind  ;  little  or  no 
allowance  was  made  for  the  uncertainties  of  wind 
and  weather,  tides  and  currents,  but  the  fleets  were 
to  be  manoeuvred  like  columns  of  a  land  army. 
Owing  to  an  alternation  of  contrary  winds  and 
calms,  and  the  bad  sailing  qualities  of  one  of  the 
Spanish  ships,  it  was  the  12ih  of  May  before  Vil¬ 
leneuve  reached  Martinique,  and  he  did  not  enter 
the  harbour  of  Fort  Royal  without  sustaining,  in 
passing,  a  smart  cannonade  from  the  Diamond 
rock — a  perpendicular  rock,  lying  off  Fort  Royal 
bay,  which  had  been  taken  possession  of  at  the  end 
of  1803  by  Capt.  Murray  Maxwell,  who  had  landed 
three  24-pounders  and  two  I8-pounders,  and  had 
left  on  it  120  men  and  boys  with  four  months’ 
supply  of  provisions  and  water.  One  of  the  great 
Spanish  ships,  getting  close  under  the  lee  of  this 
rock,  sustained  some  very  considerable  damage  from 
our  guns.  Villeneuve  lay  in  Fort  Royal  bay,  doing 
nothing  except  quarrelling  with  his  Spanish  allies, 
until  the  end  of  May,  when  he  sent  out  two  ships 
of  the  line,  a  frigate,  a  corvette,  a  schooner,  and 
eleven  gun-boats,  to  retake  the  Diamond  Rock. 
Capt.  James  Wilkes  Maurice,  who  commanded  the 
British  sloop-of-war’s  company  on  the  rock,  seeing 
that  it  was  impossible  to  defend  his  lower  works 
against  such  a  formidable  force,  abandoned  them, 
spiking  two  of  his  24-pounders  and  retiring  to  the 
top  of  the  rock,  where  he  bravely  replied  to  the 
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fire  of  the  French  squadron  with  one  24-pounder 
and  his  two  eighteens.  This  little  episode  is  every 
way  deserving  of  record.  Having  sustained  a  tre¬ 
mendous  bombardment  for  three  days,  having 
killed  and  wounded  some  seventy  Frenchmen  who 
landed  at  the  foot  of  the  rock,  besides  a  good  many 
more  that  were  killed  and  wounded  in  the  ships 
and  boats,  having  sunk  three  gun-boats  and  two 
row-boats,  and  having  burned  nearly  his  last  grain 
of  gunpowder,  Maurice,  threw  out  a  flag  of  truce, 
and,  on  the  evening  of  the  2nd  of  June,  obtained 
honourable  terms  of  capitulation.  Disease  had 
thinned  his  little  garrison,  though  not  considerably, 
and  his  people  had  been  so  well  placed  that  he  lost 
only  two  in  killed  and  one  wounded  during  the 
long  bombardment.  On  the  1st  of  June,  while 
the  Governor-General  Lauriston,  Villeneuve,  the 
Spanish  Admiral  Gravina,  and  other  officers,  were 
superintending  from  the  contiguous  shore  this 
siege  of  the  Diamond  Rock,  a  French  40-gun  frigate 
arrived,  bringing  intelligence  that  two  new  seventy- 
fours  had  also  arrived  from  France  as  a  reinforce¬ 
ment  to  the  combined  fleet,  and  were  now  lying  at 
Guadaloupe.  These  ships  had  escaped  out  of 
Lorient  and  Rochefort  during  the  absence  of  our 
squadrons  in  a  gale  of  wind,  and  had  fortunately 
succeeded  in  avoiding  pursuit ;  but,  unfortunately 
for  Villeneuve,  they  brought  other  orders  from 
Bonaparte  which  still  more  perplexed  him,  and 
whicli  apparently  kept  him  longer  than  he  had  in¬ 
tended  in  the  West  Indies.  On  the  4th  of  June 
the  combined  fleet  quitted  the  harbour  of  Fort 
Royal  and  repaired  to  Guadaloupe,  where  it  was 
joined  by  the  two  new  seventy-fours.  Then,  with 
his  twenty  sail  of  the  line,  seven  frigates,  and  two 
brigs,  Villeneuve  doubled  Antigua,  as  if  with  the 
intention  of  capturing  some  of  the  British  islands ; 
but  on  the  8tli,  having  received  intelligence  from 
an  American  schooner  (our  American  brethren 
were  always  so  ready  to  give  intelligence  that 
might  favour  the  French  and  injure  us)  that  he 
would  find,  a  little  to  windward,  a  homeward- 
bound  British  convoy,  which  had  sailed  from 
Antigua  on  the  Ith,  Villeneuve  started  in  pursuit, 
and,  before  night,  overtook  fifteen  sail  of  merchant- 
vessels,  under  the  protection  of  a  small  frigate  and 
a  14-gun  schooner.  Our  men-of-w'ar  escaped ; 
but  the  merchantmen,  Avith  their  rich  cargoes, 
Avere  all  captured.  But  some  of  the  prisoners  in 
our  merchant-vessels  told  the  French  admiral  that 
Lord  Nelson  had  arrived  in  the  West  Indies  in 
search  of  him  :  it  may  be  that,  as  they  had  in¬ 
vented  the  fact,  so  they  had  exaggerated  the  num¬ 
ber  of  Nelson’s  ships;  but,  hoAvever  this  may  have 
been,  no  sooner  had  the  French  admiral  received 
the  intelligence  than  he  sent  four  frigates  to  land 
some  troops  which  had  been  Avithdrawn  from  Mar¬ 
tinique  and  Guadaloupe,  and  Avithout  leaving  the 
troops  Avhich  his  fleet  had  carried  out  he  set  sail 
for  Europe.  He  had  not  even  the  satisfaction  of 
saving  the  fifteen  West  ludiamen,  which,  Avith 
their  cargoes,  Avere  estimated  at  the  value  of 
5,000,000  of  francs  :  the  frigate  which  had  charge 


of  them,  while  sailing  in  company  Avith  four  other 
frigates,  came  in  sight  of  two  British  18-gun  ship- 
sloops,  and  gave  chase  ;  the  English  captains  (R. 
W.  Cribb  and  Timothy  Clinch)  hoisted  signals 
and  fired  guns,  as  if  to  a  fleet  a-head,  and  the 
French  frigates,  dreading  that  Nelson  was  there, 
immediately  bore  up,  and,  to  prevent  the  re-capture 
of  their  prizes,  set  fire  to  them  all,  and  away  they 
burned  and  blazed — ships,  sugars,  molasses,  rum, 
coffee,  and  all.* 

In  the  meanwhile,  although  his  arrival  Avas  cer¬ 
tainly  not  known  at  Antigua  on  the  8th,  Nelson 
had  reached  Barbadoes  on  the  4th  of  June,  the  day 
on  which  Villeneuve  quitted  Martinique.  Here  he 
found  Rear-Admiral  Cochrane  Avith  only  two  ships 
of  the  line,  the  other  four  English  ships  of  the 
line  in  those  seas  being  detained  by  Rear-Admiral 
Dacres  at  Jamaica  for  the  defence  of  that  most 
important  island.  A  false  report,  circulated  no 
doubt  by  some  Yankee  skipper,  induced  Nelson  to 
believe  that  the  French  Avere  making  for  Tobago 
and  Trinidad ;  and,  taking  on  board  his  ships 
2000  land-troops,  he  set  sail  for  those  islands  on 
the  morning  of  the  5th.  On  the  'Jth,  having  been 
further  duped  on  the  way  by  an  American  brig, 
he  passed  the  Bocas  of  Trinidad  and  entered  the 
bay  of  Paria,  “  hoping  and  expecting  to  make  the 
mouths  of  the  Orinoco  as  famous  in  the  annals  of 
the  British  navy  as  those  of  the  Nile.”t  Hut  not 
a  ship  was  there  ;  and  he  discovered,  to  his  inex¬ 
pressible  vexation,  that  artifice  and  accidents  com¬ 
bined  had  led  him  far  to  leeward.  It  took  him 
nearly  two  days  of  excessive  toil  to  beat  up  to 
Grenada;  but  Nelson  Avas  at  that  island  some  time 
on  the  9th,  and  there  he  obtained  authentic  infor¬ 
mation  of  the  enemy  having  passed  the  island  of 
Dominique  on  the  6th  and  having  steered  away  to 
the  northAvard.  Nelson  beat  across  the  Caribbean 
Sea  to  Antigua,  Avhich  he  reached  on  the  13th  of 
June,  without  seeing  the  enemy  or  hearing  any¬ 
thing  of  him.  He  rightly  concluded  that  Ville¬ 
neuve  had  started  fur  Europe ;  and,  having  thrown 
the  land-troops  ashore  at  Antigua,  he  instantly 
started  after  him.  The  unimpassioned  and  ex¬ 
cellent  historian  of  our  navy  says  that  he  did  not 
absolutely  go  in  pursuit  of  an  enemy,  Avhose  force 
he  kncAV  to  consist  of  at  least  eighteen  sail  of  the 
line,  but  in  the  hope,  by  superior  seamanship,  to 
reach  the  shores  of  Europe  before  him ;  but  few 
Englishmen  Avill  doubt  that  Nelson  Avould  have 
fought  this  superior  force  if  he  had  come  up  Avith 
it,  or  will  question  the  words  which  his  eloquent 
biographer  puts  into  his  mouth  Avhen  first  starting 
from  Europe  for  the  West  Indies,  in  pursuit  of  the 
combined  fleet; — “Take  you  a  Frenchman  a-piece,” 
said  he  to  his  captains,  “  and  leave  me  the 
Spaniards  :  Avhen  I  haul  doAvn  my  colours  I  expect 
you  to  do  the  same,  and  not  till  then.”  We  know 
he  counted  the  Spaniards  but  for  very  little.  Very 
possibly,  he  might  not  have  sought  a  battle  in  line 
Avith  the  whole  combined  fleet;  but  he  would  as- 

*  James,  Naval  History, 
t  Southey. 


184 


HISTORY  OF  THE  REIGN  OF  GEORGE  III. 


suredly  have  skilfully  seized  some  favourable  op¬ 
portunity  of  attacking  if  he  could  have  reached  it, 
and  no  thought  of  his  inferiority  in  number  would 
have  induced  him  to  change  his  course  or  slacken 
his  sail  in  pursuit.  His  intentions  are  best  ex¬ 
pressed  in  his  own  words,  and  they  fully  justify 
this  view  of  the  case,  and  all  that  his  enthusiastic 
biographer,  Southey,  says  about  it.  Mr.  James, 
the  historian,  is  sometimes  too  phlegmatic,  and  his 
anxiety  for  mathematical  accuracy  now  and  then 
leads  him  into  an  inaccuracy  of  sentiment.  “  I  am 
thankful,”  said  Nelson,  “that  the  enemy  has  been 
driven  from  the  West  Indies  with  so  little  loss  to 
our  country.  I  had  made  up  my  mind  to  great 
sacrifices,  for  I  had  determined,  notwithstanding 
his  vast  superiority,  to  stop  his  career  and  to  put 
it  out  of  his  power  to  do  any  farther  mischief  Yet 
do  not  imagine  I  am  one  of  those  hot-brained 
people  who  fight  at  immense  disadvantage,  without 
any  adequate  object.  My  object  is  now  partly 
gained.  If  we  meet  them  we  shall  find  them  not 
less  than  eighteen,  I  rather  think,  twenty  sail  of 
the  line ;  and  therefore  do  not  be  surprised  if  I 
should  not  fall  on  them  immediately.  We  won’t 
part  without  a  battle.  I  think  they  will  be  glad 
to  let  me  alone  if  I  will  let  them  alone,  which  I 
will  do  either  till  we  approach  the  shores  of  Europe, 
or  they  give  me  an  advantage  too  tempting  to  be 
resisted.”  He  took  with  him  one  of  Cochrane’s 
ships,  so  that  on  his  return  he  had  eleven  ships  of 
the  line ;  but  Villeneuve,  who  could  not  venture 
to  leave  a  vessel  behind  him,  had  really  twenty 
ships  of  the  line  besides  the  additional  40-gun 
frigate.  On  the  llth  of  July,  after  a  run  of  3227 
miles,  he  came  in  sight  of  Cape  St.  Vincent,  and 
he  then  steered  for  the  Straits  of  Gibraltar  to  take 
in  provisions  for  his  fleet.  On  the  18th  he  fell  in 
with  Vice-Admiral  Collingwood  with  three  sail  of 
the  line,  who  was  cruising  off  Cadiz.  Collingwood 
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had  little  intelligence  to  communicate,  except  that 
Sir  Robert  Calder  was  on  the  Spanish  coast  block¬ 
ading  Ferrol.  But  Collingwood  was  a  thinking 
and  most  able  man  in  other  matters  besides  those 
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of  his  profession ;  and  he  assured  Nelson  that  he 
had  always  had  an  idea  that  Ireland  alone  was  the 
object  the  French  had  in  view,  and  that  he  still 
believed  Ireland  to  be  their  ultimate  destination. 
There  was  a  considerable  force  of  French  and 
Spanish  ships  in  Ferrol,  and  some  thousands  of 
land-troops  were  there  ready  to  embark.  Colling¬ 
wood  thought  that  Villeneuve  rvould  now  liberate 
this  Ferrol  squadron  from  Calder,  make  the  round 
of  the  Bay  of  Biscay,  take  up  the  Rochefort  ships 
and  people,  and  appear  off  Ushant  at  the  head  of 
the  English  Channel,  perhaps  with  thirty-four  sail 
of  the  line,  there  to  be  joined  by  twenty  more.  At 
this  moment  the  grand  army  was  not  in  Germany, 
but  at  Boulogne.  Collingwood  felt  convinced  that 
Bonaparte  would  not  have  subjected  Villeneuve’s 
fleet  to  the  ch.ance  of  being  destroyed,  unless  he 
had  some  rash  attempt  at  conquest  in  view.  “  The 
French  government,”  said  he  to  Nelson, “  never  aim 
at  little  things  while  great  objects  are  in  view.  I 
have  considered  the  invasion  of  Ireland  as  the  real 
mark  and  butt  of  all  their  operations.  Their  flight 
to  the  West  Indies  was  to  take  off  the  iraval  force, 
which  proved  the  great  impediment  to  their  un¬ 
dertaking.  This  summer  is  big  with  events  :  we 
may  all,  perhaps,  have  an  active  share  in  them ; 
and  1  sincerely  wish  your  lordship  strength  of  body 
to  go  through  it,  and  to  all  others  your  strength  of 
mind.”*  The  mind  was  stronger,  the  spirit  higher 
than  ever ;  but  Nelson’s  bodily  strength  was  fast 
sinking  from  the  effects  of  his  many  wounds,  his 
amputations,  his  severe  services  ever  since  his  boy¬ 
hood,  and  his  wearing  anxieties  :  before  he  started 
for  the  West  Indies  in  pursuit  of  Villeneuve  his 
health  was  so  bad  that  the  physician  of  the  fleet 
declared  that  he  must  return  to  England  before 
the  hot  weather  set  in.  On  the  I9th  of  July  he 
brought  his  fleet  to  anchor  in  Gibraltar  Bay  ;  and 
on  the  20th,  as  he  says  in  his  diary,  “  I  went  on 
shore  for  the  first  time  since  June  the  16th,  1803, 
and  from  having  my  foot  out  of  the  ‘  Victory’  two 
years  wanting  ten  days.”  But  even  now  he  had 
short  time  for  shore-rest :  on  the  22nd  he  stood 
across  to  Tetuan  to  water;  on  the  24th  he  was 
steering  for  Ceuta  and  the  Straits  of  Gibraltar ; 
and  on  the  26th  he  was  again  off  Cape  St.  Vincent. 
The  only  information  he  had  received  was  that  a 
brig-sloop,  on  her  direct  way  homeward  from  the 
West  Indies  with  his  dispatches,  had  seen,  on  the 
19th  of  June,  Villeneuve’s  and  Gravina’s  fleet,  in 
latitude  3.3°  12"  north,  longitude  .38°  west.  By 
the  3rd  of  August  Nelson  and  his  fleet  were  in  lati¬ 
tude  39°  north,  longitude  16°  west.  By  his  mar¬ 
vellous  acuteness  Nelson  extracted  from  an  acci¬ 
dental  circumstance  and  a  dirty  old  log-book, f  the 

•  Note  from  Admiral  Collintrwood  to  Lord  Nelson,  July  21st,  1805, 
in  ‘  A  Selection  from  the  Public  and  Private  Correspondence  of  Vice- 
Admiral  Lord  ColliiHjwood  ;  interspersed  with  Memoirs  of  his  Life,* 
by  (t.  L.  Newiiluun  Collingwood,  Esq.,  F.K.S. 

f  He  proceeded  off  Cape  St.  Vincent,  rather  cruising  for  intelli¬ 
gence  than  knowing  whither  to  betake  himself :  and  here  a  case  oc¬ 
curred,  that  more  tlian  any  other  event  in  real  history  resembles  those 
wliimsical  proofs  of  sagacity  which  Voltaire,  in  his  Zndig,  has  bor- 
rov  ed  from  the  Orientals.  One  of  our  frigates  spoke  an  American, 
who,  a  little  to  the  westward  of  the  Azores,  had  fallen  in  with  an 
armed  vessel,  appearing  to  be  a  disma.sted  privateer,  deserted  by  her 
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certainty  that  the  combined  fleet  must  have  followed 
a  northern  course ;  and  on  this  course  he  pro¬ 
ceeded  against  northerly  winds  and  in  hazy  wea¬ 
ther.  On  the  12th  of  August  the  ‘  Niobe  ’  frigate 
from  our  Channel-fleet  fell  in  with  him ;  but  she 
brought  no  intelligence  of  Villeneuve  and  the 
Spaniards.  On  the  15th  Nelson  himself  joined 
Admiral  Cornwallis  off  Ushant,  and  then,  for  the 
first  time,  learned  that  the  enemy  he  had  been 
looking  for,  far  out  to  sea,  from  the  3rd  till  the 
12th  of  August,  had  been  engaged  much  nearer 
in-shore  by  Sir  Robert  Calder  on  the  22nd  of 
Julv,  or  durinor  the  time  that  Nelson  was  within 
the  Straits  cf  Gibraltar.  Upon  this  news  he  set 
sail  for  England  with  the  ‘  Victory  ’  and  ‘  Superb,’ 
sending  one  ship  of  the  line  to  Plymouth  and 
leaving  all  the  rest  of  his  fleet  to  reinforce  Admiral 
Cornwallis  and  the  Channel  fleet.  On  the  18th 
of  August  the  ‘  Victory  ’  and  ‘  Superb  ’  cast  anchor 
at  Spithead,  and  Nelson  shortly  afterwards  struck 
his  flag  and  went  on  shore,  in  the  same  deplorable 
state  of  health  in  which  he  had  been  for  some 
months. 

Sir  Robert  Calder,  who  had  been  sent  out  to  in¬ 
tercept  Villeneuve  on  his  retum  from  the  West 
Indies,  had  only  fifteen  sail  of  the  line,  two  frigates, 
a  lugger,  and  a  cutter.  On  the  sudden  clearing 
up  of  a  fog  about  the  hour  of  noon  on  the  22nd  of 
July,  at  about  39  leagues  to  the  north-west  of 
Cape  Finisterre,  he  discovered  Villeneuve  and 
Gravina  with  their  twenty  sail  of  the  line,  seven 
frigates,  and  two  brigs,  and  instantly  made  the 
signal  for  action  ;  and  a  few  minutes  afterwards 
the  signal  to  form  the  order  of  sailing  in  two 
columns.  Villeneuve,  or  Gravina,  or  both  of  them, 
showed  an  anxiety  to  avoid  the  battle,  and  pushed 
onward  for  Ferrol ;  but  this  was  impracticable. 
The  action  'began  in  earnest  at  about  half-past 
four :  it  lasted  till  half-past  nine  in  the  evening, 
when  the  smoke  and  a  thick  fog  rendered  all  ob¬ 
jects  indistinct,  and,  together  with  the  scattered 
position  of  some  of  his  ships,  induced  Sir  Robert 
to  make  the  night  private  signal  to  cease  fighting. 
He  had  eaptured  an  84  and  a  74  gun  ship  (both 
Spaniards),  and  had  caused  the  enemy  an  addi¬ 
tional  loss  of  500  or  600  men  in  killed  and 

crew,  which  had  been  run  on  hoard  by  another  ship  and  had  been  set 
fire  to;  but  tlie  fire  had  goneout.  A  log*book  and  a  few  seamen’s 
jackets  were  found  ill  tlie  cabin,  and  these  were  brought  to  Nelson. 
Tlie  log-liook  closed  with  these  words;  ‘Two  large  vessels  in  the 
V>'.  N.  W. and  this  led  him  to  conclude  that  the  vessel  had  been  an 
English  privateer  cruising  oil’ the  Western  Islaudo.  But  there  vtas  in 
this  book  a  scrap  of  dirty  paper,  filled  with  figures.  Nelson,  imme¬ 
diately  upon  seeing  it,  observed,  that  the  figures  were  written  by  a 
Frenchman  ;  and.  after  studying  this  for  a  while,  said,  ‘  I  can  explain 
the  whole.  The  jackets  are  of  French  manufacture,  and  prove  that 
the  privateer  was  in  possession  of  the  enemy.  She  had  been  chased 
and  taken  by  the  two  ships  that  were  seen  in  the  W.  N.  W.  Tlie 
prize-master,  going  on  board  in  a  hurry,  forgot  to  take  with  him  his 
reckoning;  there  is  none  in  the  log-book,  and  the  dirty  paper  con¬ 
tains  her  work  for  the  number  of  days  since  the  privateer  last  left 
Corvo  ;  with  an  unaccounted-for  run,  which  I  take  to  have  been  the 
chace,  in  his  endeavour  to  find  out  her  situation  by  back  reckonings. 
By  some  mismanagement,  I  conclude,  she  was  run  on  hoard  of  by  one 
of  the  enemy’s  ships  and  dismasted.  Not  liking  delay  (for  I  am 
satisfied  that  those  two  ships  were  the  advanced  ones  of  the  French 
squadron),  and  fancying  we  were  close  at  their  heels,  they  set  fire  to 
the  vessel  and  abandoned  her  in  a  hurry.  If  this  explauatiou  be  cor¬ 
rect,  1  infer  from  it  that  they  are  gone  more  to  the  northward ;  and 
more  to  the  northward  I  will  look  for  them.*  This  course,  accord¬ 
ingly,  he  held,  but  still  without  success.*’~--S(/wt/iey. 

VOL.  IV. — -GEO.  III. 


wounded.  His  own  loss  in  men  and  officers  was 
39  killed  and  159  wounded  ;  but  tw  o  or  three  of 
his  ships  had  suffered  rather  severely  iu  their 
masts  and  rigging.  At  daybreak,  on  the  23rd,  the 
hostile  fleets  were  about  seventeen  miles  asunder  : 
Sir  Robert  Calder  was  anxious  to  preserve  his  two 
prizes,  and  preserved  them ;  Villeneuve  was 
making  demonstrations  as  though  he  would  renew 
the  combat,  which  he  might  have  done,  but  did 
not.  No  attempt  of  the  kind  was  made  either  on 
this  or  on  the  following  day,  although  during  the 
whole  of  that  time  he  had  the  advantage  of  the 
wind.  On  the  afternoon  of  the  24th  each  fleet 
pursued  its  own  route,  as  if  the  other  were  not 
present,  or  as  if  no  hostility  existed  between  them. 
If  Nelson  had  been  there  instead  of  Calder,  and 
with  Calder’s  force,  more  would  have  been  done, 
and  the  parting  w'ould  not  have  been  so  peaceful : 
if  it  had  been  his  good  fortune  to  have  fallen  in 
with  Sir  Robert,  or  with  one-half  of  his  fleet,  it 
was  certainly  not  into  Ferrol  that  Villeneuve  and 
Gravina  would  have  gone.  But  still,  considering 
the  disparity  of  force,  the  disadvantage  of  being  to 
leeward  in  the  action,  which  left  his  ships  covered 
and  smothered  with  the  smoke  of  the  enemy’s  guns 
as  well  as  with  that  of  their  own,  Calder  had  not 
done  amiss,  but  had  gained  a  victory,  though  nei¬ 
ther  a  decisive  nor  a  brilliant  one.  “  To  have 
made  the  action  decisive,  one  way  or  the  other,  w'as 
exclusively  in  the  power  of  M.  Villeneuve ;  but  he 
kept  his  wind,  and  the  firing  ceased,  owing  prin¬ 
cipally,  if  not  wholly,  to  his  having  hauled  out  of 
gun-shot.”*  Sir  Robert  Calder  might,  moreover, 
have  apprehended  an  attack  from  the  French  and 
Spanish  ships  which  had  been  so  long  blockaded 
in  Ferrol,  but  which  were  now  blockaded  no 
longer ;  and  this  force  by  itself  was  at  least  as 
strong  as  own,  and  he  had  been  expressly  ordered 
by  the  admiralty  to  be  on  his  guard  in  case  of  a 
junction  between  these  Ferrol  ships  and  the  fleet 
of  Villeneuve.  Five  ships  of  the  line,  moreover, 
had  actually  got  out  to  sea  from  another  port  of 
which  the  blockade  had  been  temporarily  raised, 
and,  from  information  received  before  the  battle  of 
the  22nd  began.  Sir  Robert  Calder  had  every  rea¬ 
son  to  believe  that  this  force  was  seeking  Ville- 
neuve.  And,  in  effect,  on  the  23rd  of  July,  these 
five  fresh  French  ships  of  the  line  came  up  to  the 
very  spot  where  the  battle  of  the  preceding  day 
had  been  fought.  But  these  and  other  facts  were 
not  known  at  home  at  the  time ;  and  some  of  them 
were  not  properly  understood  by  landsmen  when 
they  were  known  :  the  admiralty  very  injudiciously 
and  not  very  honourably  suppressed  an  important 
paragraph  in  Sir  Robert’s  official  letter ;  the 
French  official  accounts  in  the  Moniteur,  dic¬ 
tated  by  Bonaparte  himself,  laid  claim  to  the  vic¬ 
tory,  and,  though  this  was  scarcely  a  claim  to  he 
seriously  attended  to,  as  the  British  had  captured 
two  ships  of  the  line  and  had  not  lost  any  vessel, 
it  irritated  the  public  mind,  which,  moreover,  had 
been  accustomed,  by  Nelson’s  wonderful  perform- 

•  .Tames. 

2  B 


18G 


HISTORY  OF  THE  REIGN  OF  GEORGE  III. 


ances,  to  disregard  inferiority  of  numbers  and 
every  thing  else,  and  to  expect  a  decisive  victory 
in  every  encounter.  Sir  Robert  Calder  finally 
thought  himself  compelled,  by  evil  rumour,  to  de¬ 
mand  a  court-martial  upon  his  conduct.  By  that 
court  he  was  “  severely  reprimanded  ”  for  not 
having  done  his  utmost  to  renew  the  engage¬ 
ment  on  the  23rd  and  24th  of  July;  but  the  sen¬ 
tence  admitted  that  his  conduct  had  not  been  actu¬ 
ated  either  by  cowardice  or  disaffection.  An 
eminent  French  w'riler,  who  has  written  about 
military  affairs  since  the  time  of  Bonaparte,  thus 
frankly  and  correctly  states  the  whole  case  :  “  Ad¬ 
miral  Calder,  with  inferior  forces,  encounters  the 
combined  French  and  Spanish  fleets  ;  in  pursuing 
them,  he  brings  on  a  partial  engagement  and  cap¬ 
tures  two  ships.  He  is  tried  and  reprimanded 
because  it  is  supposed  that,  by  renewing  the  action, 
he  might  have  obtained  a  more  decisive  victory. 
What  would  they  have  done  with  Calder,  in  Eng¬ 
land,  if  he  had  commanded  the  superior  forces, 
and  had  lost  two  ships  in  avoiding  an  engagement 
which  must  have  presented  so  fine  a  chance  to 
skill  and  valour  ?  What  would  they  have  done 
with  the  captains?”* 

As  for  Villeneuve  and  his  victory,  that  officer 
was  but  too  happy  at  being  allowed  to  run  into 
Ferrol  and  Corunna,  and  there  land  the  numer¬ 
ous  sick  he  had  brought  with  him  from  the  West 
Indies,  and  the  wounded  who  had  been  hit  in 
the  battle.  Nor  did  he  get  there  without  leaving 
exposed,  on  the  Spanish  coast,  to  the  chances  of 
capture,  three  of  his  ships  of  the  line,  that  were  far 
too  much  injured  to  be  able  to  keep  up  with  him, 
with  such  a  press  of  sail  as  he  was  carrying.  And, 
when  he  received  positive  orders  from  the  minister 
of  marine  to  sail  from  Ferrol  tow’ards  Brest,  where 
Gantheaume  was  ready  to  join  him  with  the  Brest 
fleet,  which  counted  tw'enty-one  ships  of  the  line, 
he  hesitated  in  his  obedience,  and,  upon  learning 
that  Calder  had  joined  Admiral  Cornwallis,  in¬ 
stead  of  sailing  for  Brest  he  ran  round  the 
Spanish  coast  and  took  refuge  in  Cadiz.  He 
carried  with  him  twenty-nine  sail  of  the  line,  leav¬ 
ing  behind  him  at  Ferrol  the  ships  which  had 
been  disabled  in  the  battle  of  the  22nd,  and  some 
other  ships  that  were  not  quite  ready  for  sea. 
Admiral  Collingwood,  wdio  had  been  blockading 
Cadiz  Bay  with  only  four  ships  of  the  line  and 
some  frigates,  was  obliged  to  retire  to  the  south¬ 
ward  ;  but  he  soon  returned,  and  kept  watching 
that  bay  and  port,  in  which  five-and-thirty  sail 
of  the  line  were  now  collected.  On  the  21st 
of  August  Collingwood  writes  to  his  wife  ;  “  To¬ 
day  we  have  been  looking  into  Cadiz,  where  their 
fleet  is  now  as  thick  as  a  wood.  I  hope  I  shall 
have  somebody  come  to  me  soon,  and  in  the  mean¬ 
time  I  must  take  the  best  care  of  myself  I  can.” 
In  order  to  conceal  the  slenderness  of  his  force, 
Collingwood  stationed  one  of  his  ships  in  the  offing, 
which  from  time  to  time  made  signals  as  if  to  an 
English  fleet  in  the  distance;  and  tins  little  artifice, 
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with  Villeneuve’s  unpleasant  reminiscences  of  the 
late  battle,  kept  the  combined  fleet  asleep  on  their 
anchors.  No  attempt  was  made  to  attack  or  dis¬ 
perse  the  small  blockading  squadron ;  and,  when 
Collingwood  was  reinforced,  he  established  a  strict 
blockade  of  all  the  Spanish  ports  lying  between 
Cape  St.  Mary  on  Cadiz  Bay,  and  Algeziras  in 
the  Bay  of  Gibraltar — a  measure  to  which  he 
attributed  the  ultimate  sailing  of  the  combined 
fleet,  as  it  prevented  the  carrying  in  of  supplies  to 
it  at  Cadiz.*  His  force  continued  to  be  far  in¬ 
ferior  in  number  to  that  of  Villeneuve  ;  but  this 
only  raised  Collingwood’s  spirits.  “  A  dull  su¬ 
periority,”  said  he,  ‘‘creates  languor;  it  is  a  state 
like  this  that  rouses  the  spirits,  and  makes  us  feel 
as  if  the  w'elfare  of  all  England  depended  upon  us 
alone.” 

On  the  21st  of  August,  the  day  on  which  Vil¬ 
leneuve  got  into  Cadiz  Bay,  Admiral  Gantheaume, 
who  was  expecting  him  at  Brest,  stood  out  of  that 
harbour  wdth  twenty-one  sail  of  the  line,  as  if  to 
meet  him  a  little  w^ay  out  at  sea.  Admiral  Corn¬ 
wallis,  who  was  watching  Gantheaume,  had  at  this 
moment  only  fourteen  ships  of  the  line  with  him  ; 
but  with  this  inferior  force  he  moved  in  to  attack, 
and,  after  a  distant  cannonade,  Gantheaume,  who 
strained  his  eyes  in  vain  in  looking  out  to  the  south 
for  Villeneuve’s  fleet,  retired  to  the  protection  of 
the  land  batteries,  and  at  nightfall  returned  again 
into  Brest  harbour.  The  other  movements  of  our 
fleets  were  of  little  importance — as  the  French  and 
Spaniards  would  not  move — until  Nelson  again  took 
the  chief  command.  On  quitting  the  ‘  Victory,’ 
his  old  flag-ship  at  Spithead,  he  had  hastened  to 
his  pleasant  villa  at  Merton,  in  Surrey,  hoping 
there  to  recruit  his  shattered  health.  He  caused 
all  his  private  stores  to  be  brought  up  from  the 
‘  Victory,’  and  he  seemed  to  intimate  to  all  his 
friends  that  he  w’as  determined  to  go  to  sea  no 
more.  But  the  nation  at  large  felt,  and  loudly 
expressed  the  opinion,  that  there  could  be  no  long 
rest  for  the  hero  of  the  Nile  until  he  had  achieved 
one  victory  more,  and  that  Nelson  was  the  man 
that  must  give  the  coup  de  grace  to  the  navies  of 
France  and  Spain.  In  a  day  or  two  he  was  ob¬ 
served  to  be  restless  and  absent-minded  ;  and  not 
many  days  had  passed  ere  Captain  Blackwood, 
one  of  his  favourite  officers,  who  was  travelling  from 
Portsmouth  to  London  with  dispatches,  called  upon 
him  at  Merton,  and  acquainted  him  that  Villeneuve 
had  brought  out  the  squadron  which  had  been  so 
long  preparing  at  Ferrol,  and  had  run  into  Cadiz. 
Although  it  was  only  five  o’clock  in  the  morning 

*  Bonaparte  hail  caused  great  quantities  of  biscuit  and  stores  to  be 
collected  at  Rochefort  and  at  Brest ;  but,  a.s  he  had  never  contemplated 
live  lleet  under  Villeneuve  being  turned  to  the  southward  and  enter¬ 
ing  Cadiz,  wlvich  was  one  very  important  result  of  Sir  Robert  Calder’s 
action,  he  had  made  no  provision  at  that  port  for  live  supply  of  so 
large  a  force ;  and  the  peoi)le  of  Cadiz,  whose  trade  was  ruiued  by 
the  war,  had  no  zeal  in  the  common  cause,  and  the  poverty  and 
general  ill  humour  of  the  Si)aniards  offered  few  resources  of  tlie  sort 
wanted.  Neutral  vessels  were  indeed  employed  in  transporting  live 
necessary  stores  trom  the  coast  of  France  to  the  small  jjorts  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Cadiz  ;  but  CoUingwood's  extension  of  the  blockade 
stopped  the  supplies,  aud  lelt  the  combined  fleets  in  a  state  of  priva¬ 
tion,  which  at  last  compelled  them  to  put  to  sea — to  be  destroyed 
not  many  leagues  from  Cadiz,  off  Cape  Trafalgar. 
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Nelson  was  up  and  dressed.  The  moment  he  saw 
the  captain  he  exclaimed,  “  I  am  sure  you  bring 
me  news  of  the  French  and  Spanish  fleets!  I 
think  I  shall  yet  have  to  beat  them  !”  and  he  after¬ 
wards  added  repeatedly,  “  Depend  on  it,  Black¬ 
wood,  I  shall  yet  give  M.  Villeneuve  a  drubbing.” 
But,  when  Blackwood  had  left  him,  he  wanted  re¬ 
solution  to  declare  his  intention  to  Lady  Hamilton 
and  his  sisters.  He  even  spoke  again  as  if  he 
were  determined  to  stay  quietly  at  home ;  but  the 
fascinating  woman,  who  was  both  his  good  and  his 
evil  star,  saw  his  uneasiness  and  read  his  real 
thoughts.  She  told  him  that  she  did  not  believe 
the  w'ords  he  was  uttering — that  she  knew  he  was 
longing  to  get  at  the  combined  fleets — that  he 
would  be  miserable  if  any  man  but  himself  did  the 
business  ;  and  that  he  ought  to  have  them,  as  the 
price  and  reward  of  his  two  years’  long  watching, 
and  his  hard  chace.  “  Nelson,”  said  she,  “  how¬ 
ever  we  may  lament  your  absence,  offer  your  ser¬ 
vices  ;  they  will  be  accepted,  and  you  will  gain  a 
quiet  heart  by  it :  you  will  have  a  glorious  vic¬ 
tory,  and  then  you  may  return  here,  and  be  happy  1” 
He  looked  at  her  with  tears  in  his  eyes,  and  ex¬ 
claimed,  “  Brave  Emma !  good  Emma  ! — if  there 
were  more  Emmas  there  would  be  more  Nelsons.”* 
A  few  words  on  the  other  side  from  Lady  Hamilton 
would  probably  have  deprived  the  country  of  the 
services  of  her  greatest  hero  at  one  of  her  greatest 
crises,  and  have  left  Nelson  to  die  a  less  glorious 
death,  after  a  few  years,  or  perhaps  only  a  few 
months,  of  languor,  uneasiness,  and  suffering.  In 
reaping  glory,  and  in  rendering  the  highest  of 
public  services,  he  had  certainly  not  collected  the 
materials  for  private  happiness ;  his  constitution 
was  broken  beyond  the  reach  of  medical  repair — 
in  every  respect  it  was  better  to  go  and  die  at  Tra¬ 
falgar  in  the  last  rapturous  embrace  of  victory. 

The  government  accepted  his  proffered  services 
most  willingly ;  and  Lord  Barham,  formerly  Ad¬ 
miral  Sir  Charles  Middleton,  and  now  at  the  head 
of  the  admiralty  board,  giving  him  the  list  of  the 
navy,  desired  him  to  choose  his  own  officers. 
“  Choose  yourself,  my  lord ;  the  same  spirit  ac¬ 
tuates  the  whole  profession ;  you  cannot  choose 
wrong,”  was  Nelson’s  noble  reply.  Unremitting 
exertions  were  made  by  Lord  Barham  to  equip  the 
additional  ships  which  Nelson  chose;  but  it  has 
not  been  so  generally  noticed  that,  but  for  a  bold 
innovation  made  by  his  lordship’s  official  prede¬ 
cessor,  it  might  be  doubted  whether  the  great  battle 
of  Trafalgar  could  have  been  fought  at  all.  Mr. 
Snodgrass,  the  surveyor  of  the  East  India  Com¬ 
pany’s  shipping,  had  invented  a  method  of  strength¬ 
ening  ships  by  means  of  diagonal  braces,  to  be 
placed  transversely  from  the  extremities  of  the  gun- 
deck  beams  down  to  the  kelson ;  and  Lord  Mel¬ 
ville,  on  comparing  the  decayed  state  in  which  he 
found  a  great  part  of  our  navy  with  the  condition 
of  the  newer  ships  of  France  and  Spain,  whose 
combined  fleets  in  Europe  exceeded  any  force  that 
we  could  in  any  reasonable  time  be  able  to  bring 
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against  them,  determined  to  vamp  up,  in  the 
speediest  way,  or  in  the  w-ay  recommended  by 
Mr.  Snodgrass,  some  of  our  old  ships  that  re¬ 
quired  large  repairs  ;  and  by  adding  a  double  out¬ 
side  planking  to  the  diagonal  braces,  he  had  made 
many  an  old  craft  fit  to  brave  again  the  battle  and 
the  breeze,  and  had  set  an  example  which  could 
easily  be  followed  in  any  emergency.*  These 
temporary  expedients — and  they  were  only  in¬ 
tended  by  Melville  as  such — answered  the  purpose 
most  effectually;  and  to  that  ex-minister,  now 
lying  under  the  impeachment  of  parliament,  and 
the  rancorous  abuse  of  a  large  part  of  the  nation, 
the  country  was  in  part  indebted  for  the  crowning 
glorv  of  Trafalgar.  The  system  of  diagonal  braces 
and  double  plankings  interfered  with  the  stowage 
of  the  ships’  holds,  and  has  otherwise  been  found 
to  be  liable  to  serious  objections ;  but  after  Nelson’s 
greatest  victory  we  had  leisure  allowed  us  to  build 
new  ships,  and  to  repair  our  old  ones  upon  a  better 
principle. 

On  the  13th  of  September  the  hero  quitted 
Merton  for  the  last  time  ;  early  on  the  morning  of 
the  14th  he  was  at  Portsmouth,  and  walking  again 
the  quarter-deck  of  the  ‘  Victory  ;’  on  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  the  15th  he  sailed,  accompanied  only  by  the 
‘  Ajax’  and  ‘  Thunderer,’  and  the  ‘  Euryalus’  fri¬ 
gate  ;  and,  on  the  29th  of  September,  his  birthday, 
he  arrived  off  Cadiz.  On  passing  through  Ports¬ 
mouth,  he  had  received  all  the  pleasure  that  could 
be  derived  from  the  admiration  and  transports  of 
the  people,  many  of  whom  dropped  on  the  knee  as 
he  passed,  and  blessed  him  ;  and  on  his  arrival  at 
Cadiz  he  was  received  by  the  whole  fleet  with 
enthusiastic  joy  ;  but,  fearing  that  Villeneuve  would 
not  venture  out  to  sea  if  he  knew  he  was  there 
and  with  reinforcements,  he  kept  out  of  sight  of 
land,  and  desired  Collingwood  to  fire  no  salute, 
and  hoist  no  colours. t  He  soon  found  reason  to 
complain — as  he  had  done  on  many  previous  and 
critical  occasions — of  the  few  frigates  which  the 
admiralty  had  attached  to  the  fleet.  He  always 
called  frigates  the  eyes  of  the  fleet ;  and  much  did 
he  want  these  sharp  eyes  now' ;  for  on  one  side 
there  was  the  strong  Spanish  squadron  to  be 
watched  at  Carthagena,  and  on  the  other  there 
were  the  Brest  fleet,  the  Rochefort  squadron,  and 
the  ships  left  at  Ferrol,  which  all  required  atten¬ 
tion.  It  was  also  necessary  to  keep  up  communi¬ 
cations  with  the  British  blockading  squadrons  that 
were  scattered  along  an  immense  line  of  coast.  Yet 
Nelson  was  left,  for  some  time,  with  only  two  or 
three  frigates.  At  the  same  time,  although  he  well 
knew  the  numerical  superiority  of  the  enemy,  he 
obliged  Sir  Robert  Calder,  who  was  going  hogie  to 
stand  his  trial  by  court-martial,  to  take  his  passage 
in  his  own  90-gun  ship.  While  Collingwood  kept 
his  old  cruising  ground.  Nelson  chose  a  station 
some  twenty  leagues  to  the  west  of  Cadiz,  behind 
Cape  St.  Mary.  In  a  letter  written  to  an  old 

*  Qiiiviterly  Review,  vol.  xii..  Article  on  Sepping’s  iniprovemeiits 
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t  Note  from  Lord  Nelson  to  Lord  Collingwood,  in  Memoirs,  Ike., 
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friend  in  Italy,  he  said,  “  Here  1  am  watching  for 
the  French  and  Spaniards  like  a  cat  after  the  mice. 
If  they  come  out  I  know  I  shall  catch  them.  I 
am  sure  I  shall  beat  them ;  but  I  am  also  almost 
sure  that  I  shall  he  killed  in  doing  it.”*  To 
Collingwood  he  wrote  on  the  6th  of  October  : — 
“  We  shall  have  these  fellows  out  at  last,  my  dear 
lord.  I  firmly  believe  that  they  have  discovered 
that  they  cannot  be  subsisted  in  Cadiz  :  their  sup¬ 
ply  from  France  is  completely  cut  off.”  On  the 
9th  he  wrote  again  to  his  second  in  command,  en¬ 
closing  his  plan  of  attack.  “  They  surely  cannot 
escape  us,”  said  he.  “  I  wish  we  could  only  get 
a  fine  day.  I  send  you  my  plan,  as  far  as  a  man 
dare  venture  to  guess  at  the  very  uncertain  position 
the  enemy  may  be  found  in  :  but,  my  dear  friend, 
it  is  to  place  you  perfectly  at  your  ease  respecting 
my  intentions,  and  to  give  full  scope  to  your  judg¬ 
ment  for  carrying  them  into  effect.  We  can,  my 
dear  Coll,  have  no  little  jealousies  :  we  have  only 
one  great  object  in  view — that  of  annihilating  our 
enemies,  and  getting  a  glorious  peace  for  our  coun¬ 
try.  No  man  has  more  confidence  in  another  than 
I  have  in  you  ;  and  no  man  will  render  your  ser¬ 
vices  more  justice.”  The  plan  of  attack,  which 
agreed  in  principle  with  that  adopted  in  the  great 
battle,  was  a  masterpiece  of  nautical  skill,  and  is 
engraven  on  the  memory  of  every  true  British 
sailor.  The  order  of  sailing  was  to  be  the  order  of 
battle  :  the  fleet  in  two  lines  of  sixteen  ships  each, 
with  an  advanced  squadron  of  eight  of  the  fastest 
sailing  two  decked  ships.  The  second  in  com¬ 
mand,  having  the  entire  direction  of  his  line,  was 
to  break  through  the  enemy  about  the  twelfth  ship 
from  their  rear,  or  wherever  he  could  fetch,  if  not 
able  to  get  so  far  advanced  :  Nelson  himself  would 
lead  through  about  the  enemy’s  centre,  and  the  ad¬ 
vanced  squadron  was  to  cutoff  three  or  four  a-head 
of  the  centre.  This  plan  was  to  be  adapted  to  the 
numerical  strength  of  the  enemy,  and  to  the  number 
of  the  English  ships  that  should  be  able  to  get 
into  action.  “  The  enemy’s  fleet,”  said  Nelson, 
“is  supposed  to  consist  of  forty-six  sail  of  the  line  ; 
British  forty  :  if  either  is  less,  only  a  j)roportionate 
number  of  the  enemy’s  ships  are  to  be  eut  off. 
British  to  be  one-fourth  superior  to  the  enemy  they 
cut  off.  Something  must  be  left  to  chance. 
Nothing  is  sure  in  a  sea-fight :  shot  will  carry 
away  the  masts  and  yards  of  friends  as  well  as  of 
foes ;  but  I  look  with  confidence  to  a  victory  before 
the  van  of  the  enemy  could  succour  their  rear  ;  and 
then  that  the  British  fleet  would,  most  of  them,  be 

•  This  letter,  with  many  otlier  autograph  letters  of  Nelson,  was 
shown  to  us  some  years  ago  by  the  late  well-known  Abbe  Campbell 
of  Naples,  to  whom  it  was  addressed  a  few  days  before  the  battle  of 
Trafalgar.  It  contained  a  passage  which  strongly  depicted  the  irrita¬ 
bility  and  domestic  unha])piness  of  the  great  sailor;  latt  which,  on 
account  of  tlie  feelings  of  some  surviving  members  of  Nelsou’s  family, 
It  would  not  be  proper  to  (mote.  Campbell,  an  Irishman  by  birth, 
and  a  priest  by  profession,  though  not  in  manners  and  huitits,  had  been 
no  old  friend  of  Nelson,  and  a  still  older  friend  of  Sir  William  and 
J.ady  Hamilton.  His  influence  at  the  Neapolitiiu  court,  for  many 
years,  was  great  and  extraordinary.  When  it  depended  on  Nelson  s 
gettiug  or  not  getting  supplies  for  his  fleet  from  Sicilv  in  179»,  whether 
he  shoulil  or  should  not  destroy  the  French  at  the  mouth  of  the  Nile, 
the  Abbe  joined  his  intercessions  to  those  of  Lady  Hamilton,  and 
aided  in  olitaining  the  orders  winch  the  NeapoliUin  court  sent  to 
Syracuse  to  victual  and  w  ater  Nelson’s  ships. 
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ready  to  receive  their  twenty  sail  of  the  line,  or  to 
pursue  them  should  they  endeavour  to  make  off. 
If  the  van  of  the  enemy  tack,  the  captured  ships 
must  run  to  leeward  of  the  British  fleet;  if  the 
enemy  wear,  the  British  must  place  themselves 
between  the  enemy  and  the  captured,  and  disabled 
British,  ships ;  and  should  the  enemy  close  I  have  no 
fear  for  the  result.  The  second  in  command  will, 
in  all  possible  things,  direct  the  movements  of  his 
line  by  keeping  them  as  compact  as  the  nature  of 
the  circumstances  will  admit.  Captains  are  to 
look  to  their  particular  line,  as  their  rallying  point ; 
but,  in  case  signals  cannot  be  seen  clearly  or  un¬ 
derstood,  NO  CAPTAIN  CAN  DO  VERY  WRONG  IF  HE 
PLACES  HIS  SHIP  ALONGSIDE  THAT  OF  AN  ENEMY.” 

Gun-shot  distance  w’as  recommended  as  the  best 
for  beginning  at. 

The  intended  plan  of  attack  had  the  most  cor¬ 
dial  concurrence  of  Collingwood,  who  had  long 
been  in  the  habit  of  repeating,  that,  with  a  great 
number  of  ships,  to  act  in  one  line  was  a  positive 
disadvantage,  both  in  loss  of  time  and  in  applica¬ 
tion  of  power.*  One  of  the  last  orders  Nelson  gave 
was  that  the  name  and  family  of  every  officer,  sea¬ 
man,  and  marine  in  the  fleet,  who  might  be  killed 
or  wounded  in  action,  should  be  returned  to  him, 
in  order  to  be  transmitted,  with  a  proper  recom¬ 
mendation,  to  the  chairman  of  the  Patriotic  Fund. 
Officers  and  men,  by  whom  Nelson  was  universally 
beloved,  were  in  the  most  buoyant  and  confident 
spirits.  While  they  lay  under  Cape  St.  Mary’s, 
plays  or  farces,  as  sailors  play  them,  were  per¬ 
formed  every  evening  in  most  of  the  ships  :  and  the 
entertainment  ahvays  concluded  with  God  save  the 
King,  sung  in  chorus  loud  enough  to  shake  the 
oaken  ribs  of  the  argosies,  and  to  re-echo  among 
the  rocks  and  cliff’s  of  that  Spanish  coast. 

On  the  1 9th  of  October  it  was  a  beautiful  day, 
and  the  commander-in-chief  wrote  a  note  to  his 
worthy  second — the  last  note  he  ever  wrote — to 
give  some  information,  and  to  ask  whether  he 
w'ould  not  be  tempted  to  leave  his  ship  for  a  few' 
hours,  and  pay  a  visit  on  board  the  Victory.  But, 
before  Collingwood’s  answer  could  reach  Nelson’s 
ship,  the  signal  was  made  that  the  enemy’s  fleet 
was  coming  out  of  Cadiz  ;  and  at  that  joyous  long- 
exjiected  sign  the  whole  British  force  immediately 
gave  chace.  As  Yilleneuve  sailed  with  light  winds 
westerly.  Nelson  concluded  that  his  destination 
was  the  Mediterranean  ;  and  in  effect  the  French 
admiral,  whose  orders  from  Paris  were  incessantly 
changed,  had  been  commanded  more  than  a  month 
ago  to  pass  the  Straits  of  Gibraltar,  to  land  the 
very  considerable  body  of  troops  he  had  on  board 
on  the  Neapolitan  coast  (in  order  that  they  might 

•  Besides,  to  act  in  one  line  with  a  great  number  of  ships  was 
always  diflicult,  and  might  in  many  cases  be  altogether  impracticable. 
Nelson  had  opened  his  plan  by  saying,— “  Thinking  it  almost  impos¬ 
sible  to  form  a  fleet  of  forty  sail  of  the  line  into  a  line  of  battle,  in 
variable  winds,  tliick  weather,  and  other  circumstances  wliich  must 
occur,  witliout  such  a  loss  of  time  that  the  opportunity  would  pro- 
baldy  be  lost  of  bringing  the  enemy  to  battle  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
make  the  business  decisive,  I  have  made  up  my  mind  to  keep  the 
lleet  in  that  position  of  sailing  (with  the  exception  of  the  first ‘and 
second  in  command),  tliatthe  order  of  sailing  is  to  be  the  order  of 
battle,  &c.” 
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act  against  the  English  troops  and  their  Russian 
allies  who  had  been  dis-embarked  in  that  country), 
to  sweep  the  Mediterranean  of  all  British  trading 
ships  and  cruisers,  and  then  run  into  the  port  of 
Toulon,  from  which  he  had  first  started  on  the 
last  day  of  March.  Nelson,  making  all  sail  for 
the  Straits’  mouth,  was  there  by  day-break  on  the 
20th  ;  but  the  combined  fleet  was  not  to  be  seen, 
and  he  was  informed  by  Captain  Blackwood,  of 
the  fast-sailing  ‘Euryalus’  frigate,  that  it  cer¬ 
tainly  had  not  yet  passed  the  Straits.  Nelson 
then  returned  to  the  northward,  greatly  fearing 
that  Villeneuve  would  have  returned  into  Cadiz, 
for  the  wind  then  blew  very  fresh  from  the  south¬ 
west.  But  a  little  before  sunset  Blackwood  re¬ 
ported  that  the  enemy  seemed  determined  to  keep 
the  sea,  and  to  go  away  to  the  westward.  “  And 
that,”  said  the  admiral  in  his  diary,  ”  they  shall 
not  do,  if  it  is  in  the  power  of  Nelson  and  Bronte 
to  prevent  them.”  It  is  said  that  Villeneuve  was 
still  ignorant  of  Nelson’s  being  with  the  fleet — 
that  an  American,  lately  arrived  at  Cadiz  from 
England,  maintained  that  it  was  impossible,  for 
he  had  seen  him  only  a  few  days  before  in  Lon¬ 
don,  when  there  w'as  no  rumour  of  his  going  again 
to  sea.  On  Monday,  the  21st  of  October,  at  day¬ 
light,  when  Cape  Trafalgar  bore  east  by  south 
about  seven  leagues,  the  enemy  was  discovered  six 
or  seven  miles  to  the  eastward,  the  wind  being 
about  west  and  very  light,  but  the  swell  being  long 
and  heavy.  It  was  an  anniversary  and  festival  in 
Nelson’s  family,  for  on  that  day,  in  the  year  1779, 
his  maternal  uncle.  Captain  Suckling,  with  three 
line  of  battle  ships,  had  beaten  oflt  four  French 
sail  of  the  line,  and  three  frigates.  Yet  that  pre¬ 
sentiment,  and  perhaps  half-wish,  which  had  for 
some  time  haunted  his  mind,  and  which  had  been 
expressed  in  various  ways,  returned  upon  him  as 
he  saw  the  enemy  within  reach — he  felt  as  though 
he  were  as  sure  of  death  as  of  victory.  After 
making  the  signal  to  bear  down  upon  the  enemy, 
he  retired  to  his  cabin  and  wrote  a  prayer ;  and, 
after  writing  the  prayer,  he  added  to  it,  on  the 
sheets  of  the  same  diary,  a  remarkable  appeal  to 
his  king  and  country  in  favour  of  Lady  Hamilton 
and  his  adopted  or  real  daughter,  who,  both  of 
them,  had  long  had  no  dependence  but  on  him, 
and  to  whom  he  had  almost  nothing  to  leave,  his 
titles  and  his  pensions  going  to  his  brother  and  his 
family  in  legitimate  order  of  descent.  About  six 
o’clock  in  the  morning,  when  Blackwood  went  on 
board  the  ‘  Victory,’  he  found  him  in  good  spirits, 
but  very  calm  ;  not  in  that  exhilaration  which  he 
had  shown  on  entering  into  battle  at  Aboukir  and 
Copenhagen.*  His  whole  attention  was  now  fixed 
on  Villeneuve,  who  was  wearing  to  form  the  line 
in  close  order  upon  the  larboard  tack  ;  thereby  to 
bring  Cadiz  under  his  lee,  and  to  facilitate,  if  ne¬ 
cessary,  his  escape  into  that  port.  This  induced 
Lord  Nelson  to  steer  a  trifle  more  to  the  northward 
than  he  had  been  doing,  and  to  telegraph  Colling- 
wood, — “  I  intend  to  pass  through  the  van  of  the 

•  Southey. 
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enemy’s  line  to  prevent  his  getting  into  Cadiz.” 
The  reversed  order  of  Villeneuve’s  line  had  pro¬ 
duced  another  danger— it  had  brought  the  shoals 
of  San  Pedro  and  Trafalgar  under  the  lee  of  both 
fleets ;  and  to  guard  against  this  danger  the 
‘  Victory’  made  the  signal  for  the  British  fleet  to 
prepare  to  anchor  at  the  close  of  day.  Nelson  told 
Blackwood  that  he  would  not  be  satisfied  unless  he 
took  twenty  of  them.  He  asked  whether  he  did 
not  think  there  was  a  signal  wanting.  Blackwood 
replied  that  he  thought  the  whole  fleet  understood 
what  they  were  about.  But  Nelson  gave  his  last 
signal — “  England  expects  every  man  to  do 
HIS  duty” — and,  as  the  telegraphic  message  was 
communicated  from  the  mizen  top-gallant-mast¬ 
head  of  the  ‘  Victory,’  it  was  greeted  with  three 
cheers  on  board  of  every  ship  in  the  fleet.  Owing 
to  the  lightness  of  the 'breeze,  the  British  fleet, 
after  bearing  up,  made  very  slow  progress,  al¬ 
though  studding-sails  were  set.  Nelson  was  lead¬ 
ing  the  weather  column.  Considering  that  the 
‘  Victory,’  as  the  van  ship  of  a  column,  and  as  bear¬ 
ing  the  flag  of  the  commander-in-chief,  would  draw 
upon  herself  the  enemy’s  most  murderous  or  most 
concentrated  fire,  and  thereby  doubly  endanger  the 
life  of  him  to  whom  all  looked  up  for  victory,  some 
of  the  principal  officers  expressed  among  themselves 
a  wish  that  his  lordship  might  be  persuaded  to 
allow  the  ‘  Temeraire,’  then  close  astern,  to  pass 
and  go  ahead.  Captain  Blackwood  undertook  the 
delicate  task  of  expressing  this  general  wish  to  his 
lordship,  who,  smiling  significantly  at  Hardy,  the 
captain  of  the  ‘Victory,’  said,  “Oh!  yes,^let  her 
go  ahead;”  meaning,  if  the  ‘Temeraire’  could. 
But  shortly  after,  when  Lieutenant  J.  Yule,  who 
commanded  forwards,  observing  that  one  of  the 
‘Victory’s’  lower  studding-sails  was  improperly 
set,  caused  it  to  be  taken  in,  for  the  purpose  of 
setting  it  better.  Nelson  ran  forward,  and  rated 
the  lieutenant  severely,  for  having,  as  he  fancied, 
begun  to  shorten  sail  without  orders.  As  every 
stitch  of  canvass  was  kept  up,  the  ‘  Temeraire 
could  not  pass  and  lead  the  van — and  the  admiral 
certainly  never  intended  that  she  should.  From  the 
change  in  the  disposition  of  sailing,  the  lee  line  led 
by  Collingwood  was,  however,  the  first  to  get  into 
action.  The  entire  British  force  consisted  of 
twentvseven  sail  of  the  line,  four  frigates,  one 
schooner,  and  one  cutter ;  the  French  and  Spaniards 
united,  counted  thirty-three  sail  of  the  line,  five 
frigates,  and  two  brigs.  The  largest  ships  on  our 
side  were  the  ‘  Victory,’  the  ‘  Royal  Sovereign,’ 
which  carried  Collingwood’s  flag,  and  the  ‘  Bri¬ 
tannia,’  which  carried  the  flag  of  Rear-Admiral 
the  Earl  of  Northesk ;  they  mounted  100  guns 
each  :  the  largest  ships  on  the  opposite  side  were 
the  ‘  Santissima  Trinidad’  of  130  guns,  the 
‘  Principe  de  Asturias’  of  112  guns,  the  ‘Santa 
Anna,’  of  112  guns,  and  the  ‘  Rayo’  of  100  guns. 
The  English  had  four  98-gun  ships,  and  one  80-gun 
ship ;  the  enemy  had  six  80-gun  ships :  of  the 
smaller  line  of  battle  ships  mounting  64  guns  the 
English  had  three  and  the  enemy  only  one :  the 
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English  had  sixteen  74’s,  the  enemy  twenty-two. 
Leaving  out  of  the  account  the  frigates  and  small 
craft  on  both  sides,  Nelson  had  but  2148  guns  to 
oppose  to  Yilleneuve’s  2626  guns :  his  numerical 
inferiority  in  men  was  much  greater  :  his  patched- 
up  ships  too  were  inferior  in  quality ;  but  his  im¬ 
mense  superiority  lay  in  the  quality  of  his  crews, 
in  the  long  practised  skill  and  bravery  of  his 
officers,  in  his  own  ready  resources,  and  in  the  zeal 
and  enthusiasm  with  which  he  had  inspired  every 
man  and  boy  in  the  fleet.*  The  French  admiral 
had  foreseen  that  Nelson  would  not  confine  him¬ 
self  to  forming  a  line  of  battle  parallel  to  his,  and 
engaging  by  a  distant  cannonade  :  but  that  he  would 
endeavour  to  turn  his  rear,  to  pass  through  his  line, 
to  surround  and  reduce  with  clusters  of  his  own  ships 
such  of  the  ships  of  the  combined  fleet  as  he  might 
succeed  in  cutting  off ;  and  in  this  case  he  had  told  his 
officers,  in  a  style  and  with  a  theory  notunlike  those 
of  Nelson,  that  a  captain  would  do  better  to  trust 
to  his  own  courage  and  ardour  for  glory  than  to  the 
signals  of  the  commander-in-chief,  who,  himself 
engaged  and  covered  with  smoke,  would  perhaps 
be  unable  to  make  signals.  But  Villerieuve,  ad¬ 
hering  to  the  ancient  rules  of  naval  tactics,  persisted 
in  ordering  the  movements  of  his  fleet  to  be  con¬ 
ducted  in  close  line  of  battle,  even  while  admit¬ 
ting  that  his  enemy,  in  all  probability,  would  adopt 
an  entirely  different  mode  of  attack.  It  appears 
to  have  been  through  accident  rather  than  design 
that  his  fleet  fell  into  that  crescent  form,  which 
has  been  so  often  admired,  and  which,  added  to 
other  circumstances  purely  accidental,  or  resulting 
from  a  want  of  skill,  certainly  proved  more  formi¬ 
dable  to  the  assailants  than  would  have  been  the 
straight  and  compact  line  which  it  had  been  his 
intention  to  form,  and  for  which  he  had  made  his 
signals.  “  Owing  to  the  lightness  of  the  wind, 
the  partial  flaws  from  off  the  land,  the  heavy 
ground  swell,  and  the  incapacity  or  inexperience  of 
some  of  the  captains,  the  Franco-Spanish  line  was 
very  irregularly  formed ;  so  much  so  that,  instead 
of  being  straight,  it  was  curved  or  crescent-like ; 
and,  instead  of  the  ships  being  in  line  ahead,  some 
were  to  leeward,  others  to  windward  of  their  pro¬ 
per  stations.  For  the  most  part,  indeed,  the  ships 
were  two,  and  in  a  few  cases  three,  deep ;  thus 
accidentally  presenting  more  obstacles  to  the  suc¬ 
cess  of  the  plan  of  attack  decided  upon  by  the 
British  admiral,  than  if  each  French  and  Spanish 
ship  had  been  in  the  wake  of  her  leader.”! 

While  gradually  approaching  the  formidable  cres¬ 
cent,  Nelson  dressed  himself,  putting  on  the  same 
coat  which  he  had  commonly  worn  for  weeks,  and 

*  \  illciieuvo,  in  attempting  to  give  to  his  ofiicers  and  men  a  de¬ 
gree  of  confidence  wliich  he  certainly  never  possessed  himsidf,  had 
told  them  s'lme  time  hetore  that  there  was  nothing  to  alarm  them 
in  tlio  sight  of  the  English  fl-  et,  that  ilieir  74-gun  ships  had  not 
500  men  each  on  Ixiard;  that  tlie  seamen  were  liarassetl  l)y  a  two 
years’ crui'*e  *,  that  they  were  not  more  brave  tliau  the  French,  had 
infinitely  fewer  m«)ti%t*sto  tight  well,  and  possessed  less  ])atriolism 
or  love  of  country  than  the  French  seamen.  He  hatl  been  obliged  to 
conie«*s  th.it  they  were  very  skilful  at  mana'U\ring;  but  he  had  con¬ 
fidently  and  most  ai)surdly  assured  his  men  that  in  a  month's  time 
tliey  would  be  just  as  skilful  as  the  English— ami  that,  in  tine,  every¬ 
thing  united  to  inspire  the  French  with  hopes  of  the  most  glorious 
success,  and  of  a  new  oia  for  the  imi>erial  uavv. 

-f-  Jamcs’ft  NuNal  History. 
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on  which  the  Order  of  the  Bath  was  embroidered, 
as  was  then  usual.  The  captain  of  the  ‘  Victory,’ 
Hardy,  observed  to  him  that  he  was  afraid  the 
badge  might  be  marked  by  the  enemy  ;  to  which 
Nelson  replied  that  “  he  was  aware  of  that,  but  that 
it  was  too  late  then  to  shift  a  coat.”*  Being  thus 
equipped,  he  visited  the  different  decks  of  the 
‘Victory,’  and  addressed  the  men  at  their  several 
quarters,  cautioning  them  not  to  fire  a  shot  without 
being  sure  of  their  object.  The  French  now  began 
to  fire  single  guns  to  ascertain  whether  their  foes 
were  within  range.  As  soon  as  Nelson  perceived 
that  their  shots  were  reaching  him  he  desired 
Captains  Blackwood  and  Browse  to  repair  to  their 
frigates,  and  on  their  way  to  tell  all  the  captains  of 
the  line  of  battle  ships  that  if,  by  the  mode  of  at¬ 
tack  he  had  laid  down,  they  should  find  it  imprac¬ 
ticable  to  get  into  action  immediately,  they  might 
adopt  whatever  other  plan  they  should  think  best, 
provided  only  it  led  them  quickly  and  closely  along¬ 
side  an  enemy.  At  the  same  time  Nelson’s  cus¬ 
tomary  signal  on  going  into  action,  “  Engage  the 
enemy  more  closely,”  was  fast  belayed  at  the  ‘  Vic¬ 
tory’s’  main-top-gallant-masthead.  As  Blackwood 
was  about  to  step  over  the  side  of  the  ‘  Victory,’  he 
took  his  commander-in-chief  and  friend  by  the 
hand,  saying,  he  hoped  to  return  to  him  soon  and 
find  him  in  possession  of  twenty  prizes.  Nelson 
replied,  “  God  bless  you,  Blackwood  ;  I  shall  never 
see  you  again.”  Not  only  did  Villeneuve  not  show 
stars  or  embroidery  on  his  coat  (albeit,  he  must 
have  known  that  the  British  had  no  soldiers  in 
their  tops),  but  he  did  not  even  venture  to  show 
his  flag.  At  about  the  same  moment  that  the 
firing  with  single  guns  commenced,  all  the  ships  of 
the  combined  fleet  hoisted  their  ensigns,  and  all 
the  admirals,  with  the  exception  of  Villeneuve,  the 
commander-in-chief,  hoisted  their  flags.  This  not 
very  honourable  precaution  concealed,  for  some 
time,  Villeneuve’s  real  whereabout,  and  at  one  mo¬ 
ment  led  Collingwood  into  the  mistake  of  reporting 
by  signal  that  the  French  commander-in-chief  was 
on  board  one  of  the  frigates  in  the  rear — a  prac¬ 
tice  not  uncommon  with  French  admirals.  In 
addition  to  her  ensign  every  Spanish  ship  hung  out, 
at  the  end  of  her  spanker-boom,  a  large  wooden 
cross.  Both  divisions  of  Nelson’s  fleet,  in  addition 
to  the  respective  flags  of  the  ships,  hoisted  the 
white  or  St.  George’s  ensign,  in  order  to  prevent 
any  confusion  from  a  variety  of  national  flags ; 
and  furthermore,  each  British  ship  of  the  line  car¬ 
ried  a  union-jack  at  her  main-top-mast  stay  and 
another  at  her  fore-top-gallant  stay. 

•  This  trifling  variation  from  the  more  striking  and  better  known 
account  given  liy  Sontliey  is  derived  from  a  note  in  tire  late  Dr.  .Ar¬ 
nold’s  ‘  Lectures  on  Modi'rn  History.’  Capt.  Sir  T.  Hardy  gave  this 
account  to  Dipt,  Smyth,  and  Capt.  Smylli  communicated  it  to  Dr. 
.Arnold.  Long  before  iU  appearance  Mr.  James  had  said  that  Nelson 
was  dressed  in  the  same  tlireadbare  frock  uniform  coat  which  was  his 
constant  wear,  having  for  its  appendages,  sewed  amid.st  the  folds  of 
the  left  breast,  the  same  four  weather-tarnished  and  lack-lustre  stars 
alw.iys  to  l)e  seen  there.  The  dilference  between  Mr.  James  and  Dr. 
Arnold,  or  his  informant,  ti.vpt.  Smyth,  is  merely  that  between  dim 
stars  and  worn  and  dim  em'uoidery  ;  and  l»tl>  these  \  a riations  from 
Southey  are  of  very  little  consequence,  it  being  quite  cerium  that 
Nelson  disregarded  the  precaution  suggested  to  him,  and  that  the  stars 
or  the  embroidery  on  his  coat  attracted  the  bullet  which  killed  him. 
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It  was  about  ten  minutes  past  the  hour  of  noon 
when  Collingwood,  in  the  ‘  Royal  Sovereign,’  got 
close  astern  of  the  ‘  Santa  Anna  ’  the  flag-ship  of 
Vice-Admiral  Alava,  the  Spanish  second  in  com¬ 
mand,  and  fired  into  her  so  closely  with  guns 
double  shotted,  and  with  such  precision,  as  to  kill 
or  wound  nearly  400  of  her  crew  and  to  disable 
fourteen  of  her  112  guns.  This  was  larboard- 
broadside  work ;  wnth  her  starboard  broadside, 
similarly  charged,  the  ‘  Royal  Sovereign  ’  raked 
the  ‘  Fougueux,’  a  French  seventy-four.  Nelson, 
who  was  still  at  some  distance  from  the  horn  of 
the  crescent  which  he  meant  to  attack,  on  seeing 
his  second  thus  engaged,  cried  out  in  a  transport, 
“  See  how  that  noble  fellow,  Collingwood,  carries  his 
ship  into  action  !”  and  Collingwood,  just  as  his  ship 
was  passing  between  the  two  ships  of  the  enemy, 
about  midway  in  their  curved  line,  called  out  to  his 
captain,"  Rotherham,  what  would  Nelson  give  to  be 
here  ?”  In  a  few  minutes  more  Collingwood  found 
his  position  still  more  enviable,  or  at  least  much 
hotter  ;  for,  having  put  the  ‘  Royal  Sovereign  ’  close 
alongside  the  ‘  Sant’  Anna,’  so  close  that  the  guns 
were  nearly  muzzle  to  muzzle,  the  ‘  Fougueux  ’ 
bore  up  and  raked  her  astern ;  the  ‘  San  Leandro,’ 
a  64,  raked  her  a-head ;  and  the  ‘  San  Justo,’  a 
Spanish  74,  and  the  ‘  Indomptable,’  a  French  80, 
ranged  on  her  starboard  bow  and  quarter,  within 
less  than  300  yards’  distance.  Collingwood  was, 
in  fact,  almost  surrounded,  and  so  incessant  and 
thick  was  the  fire  maintained  by  all  these  assail¬ 
ants  that  the  people  of  the  ‘  Royal  Sovereign  ’  fre¬ 
quently  saw  the  cannon-shots  come  in  contact  with 
each  other  in  the  air.  But  the  French  and 
Spaniards  soon  found  that  they  were  injuring  them¬ 
selves  by  this  cross-firing,  and,  seeing  that  the 
‘  Belleisle,’  74,  and  some  other  British  ships,  were 
fast  approaching  to  support  the  gallant  Colling¬ 
wood,  four  of  them  drew  off,  one  by  one,  leaving 
the  ‘  Royal  Sovereign  ’  to  combat  alone  with  her 
first  antagonist,  the  ‘  Sant’  Anna.’  Mr.  Chalmers, 
Collingwood’s  sailing-master,  a  worthy  man  and 
valuable  officer,  was  hit  on  the  quarter-deck,  as  he 
was  standing  close  by  the  admiral’s  side.  A  great 
shot  almost  divided  his  body  ;  he  laid  his  head 
upon  Collingwood’s  shoulder  and  told  him  he  was 
slain.  The  admiral  supported  him  till  two  sailors 
carried  him  below.  He  could  say  nothing  to  his 
admiral  but  bless  him  !  but  as  they  carried  him 
down,  he  said  he  wished  he  could  but  live  to  read 
the  account  of  the  action  in  a  newspaper.  Chal¬ 
mers  lay  in  the  cockpit  among  the  wounded  until 
the  ‘  Sant’  Anna’  struck  ;  and,  joining  in  the  cheer 
which  they  gave  her,  expired  with  it  on  his  lips.* 
For  more  than  a  quarter  of  an  hour  the  ‘Royal  Sove¬ 
reign’  was  the  only  British  ship  in  close  action  ;  but 
then,  when  Collingwood  had  taken  a  position  upon 
the  lee-bow  of  the  ‘  Sant’Anna,’  the  ‘  Belleisle,’  haul¬ 
ing  up,  fired  a  broadside  into  the  lee-quarter  of  that 
unlucky  Spaniard,  and  then  bore  away  and  closely 
engaged  the  ‘  Indomptable.’  Yilleneuve’s  line  was 
now  more  irregular  than  ever.  Collingwood  had 

•  Colliiijjwood,  Letter  to  liis  Wile. 


made  a  mighty  crash  in  it.  And  now  Nelson  was 
getting  into  close  action,  was  trying  to  bring  the 
muzzles  of  his  guns  to  grate  and  rattle  against  those 
of  the  ‘  Santissima  Trinidad,’  that  huge  four-decker 
which  he  had  encountered  before  now,  and  which 
he  was  wont  to  call  his  old  acquaintance.  As  he 
approached,  the  enemy  opened  their  broadsides, 
aiming  chiefly  at  the  rigging  of  the  ‘  Victory,’  in 
the  hope  of  disabling  her  before  she  could  close 
with  them.  A  shot  going  through  one  of  the  ‘  Vic¬ 
tory’s  ’  sails  afforded  proof  that  she  was  well  within 
reach  of  shot,  and  thereupon  seven  or  eight  French 
and  Spanish  ships  opened  such  a  fire  upon  the 
‘  Victory’  as  perhaps  had  never  before  been  directed 
at  a  single  ship.  The  fire  must  have  been  much 
more  murderous  than -it  was  if  the  enemy  had  not 
aimed  rather  at  the  masts  and  rigging  than  at  the 
hull  and  decks.  A  round  shot  killed  Mr.  John 
Scott,  Lord  Nelson’s  public  secretary,  as  he  was 
standing  on  the  quarter-deck  of  the  ‘  Victory  ’ 
conversing  with  Captain  Hardy.  A  commendable 
attempt  was  made  to  remove  the  body  and  conceal 
the  fate  of  a  worthy  man  for  whom  Nelson  enter¬ 
tained  a  high  regard ;  but  the  one  quick  eye  of  the 
admiral  saw  him  fall.  "  Is  that  poor  Scott  that ’s 
gone?  poor  fellow!”  Nelson  had  scarcely  said 
the  words  ere  a  double-headed  shot  killed  eight 
marines  on  the  poop  and  wounded  several  otliers. 
Nelson,  careful  for  every  body  but  himself,  or¬ 
dered  Captain  Adair  to  disperse  his  marines  round 
about  the  ship,  that  they  might  not  suffer  so  much 
by  being  together.  A  few  minutes  after,  a  shot 
struck  the  fore-brace  bitts  on  the  quarter-deck  and 
passed  between  Nelson  and  Hardy,  a  splinter  from 
the  bitts  tearing  off  Hardy’s  shoe-buckle  and 
bruising  his  left  foot.  Each  looked  anxiously  at 
the  other,  supposing  him  to  be  wounded.  Nelson 
then  smiled  and  said,  “  This  is  too  warm  work. 
Hardy,  to  last  long.”  The  ‘Victory's’  mizen- 
top-mast  was  shot  away  ;  every  studding-sail-boom 
on  the  foremast  had  been  shot  off  close  to  the  yard¬ 
arm  ;  her  new  foresail  had  from  SO  to  100  yards 
of  it  stripped  from  the  spar,  and  every  sail  was 
riddled  with  shot;  the  wheel  was  struck  and 
knocked  to  pieces,  so  that  they  were  obliged  to 
steer  the  ship  in  the  gun-room;  twenty  officers 
and  men  had  been  killed,  and  thirty  wounded ; 
the  French  and  Spanish  ships  a-head  closing  like 
a  forest,  thus  leaving  a  gap  of  three-quarters  of  a 
mile  between  this  part  of  the  combined  line  and 
that  part  which  Collingwood  had  attacked,  nine¬ 
teen  ships  of  the  line  being  here  in  a  mass  and 
fourteen  there.  Hitherto  the  ‘Victory’  had  not 
returned  a  single  gun,  but  a  little  before  one  o’clock 
in  the  afternoon  the  men  were  relieved  from  this 
trying  state  of  inaction  by  the  word  of  command 
to  fire.  The  enemy  had  got  so  closely  wedged 
together  that  it  was  found  impossible  to  break 
through  the  line  without  running  on  board  one  of 
the  ships.  Apparently  because  it  was  now  dis¬ 
covered  or  suspected  that  Admiral  Villeneuve  was 
on  board  that  ship  which  lay  next  to  the  ‘  San¬ 
tissima  Trinidad,’  the  ‘  Victory  ’  was  instantly 
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brought  close  up  to  the  ‘  Bucentaure’  of  80  guns, 
and  then  out  went  Nelson’s  terrible  68-pounder  car- 
ronade  from  the  ‘  Victory’s’  forecastle,  discharging 
her  usual  loading,  or  one  round  shot  and  a  keg  filled 
with  500  musket-balls,  wliich  were  fired  right  into 
the  cabin-window's  of  the  ‘  Bucentaure.’  And,  as 
the  ‘  Victory’  slowly  moved  a-head,  every  gun  of 
the  remaining  fifty  upon  her  larboard  broadside, 
all  double,  and  some  of  them  treble  shotted,  was 
discharged  deliberately  and  closely.  So  close  in¬ 
deed  were  the  ships,  that  the  ensign  of  the  one 
trailed  over  the  peak  of  the  other,  and,  when  they 
rolled,  their  spars  touched.  The  British  crew  were 
nearly  suffocated  by  the  dense  black  smoke  that 
entered  the  ‘  Victory’s’  port-holes.  Before  two 
minutes  had  passed  nearly  400  men  were  killed  or 
w'ounded  in  this  French  ship,  twenty  of  her  guns 
were  dismounted,  and  she  was  almost  put  hors  de 
combat.  But  the  ‘  Neptune,’  a  fine  French  80- 
gun  ship,  managing  to  open  clear  of  the  ‘  Bucen- 
taure’s’  stern,  poured  a  destructive  fire  upon  the 
‘Victory’s’  bows;  and  the  ‘  Redoutable  ’  14 
raked  the  same  ship  with  her  foremost  guns.  As 
the  French  ‘  Neptune’  receded,  and  as  the  ‘  Bu¬ 
centaure’  was  almost  silenced,  the ‘Victory’  ran 
on  board  the  ‘  Redoutable,’  which  w'as  showing  a 
very  bold  countenance.  The  French  ship  received 
her  with  a  broadside ;  then  instantly  shut  most  of 
her  lower-deck  ports,  for  fear  of  being  boarded 
through  them,  and  fired  from  them  no  more.  The 
‘  Victory’  ran  foul  of  the  ‘  Redoutable,’  the  sheet  an¬ 
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chor  of  the  one  striking  the  spare  anchor  of  the 
other;  and  the  hooks  and  boom-irons  getting  inter¬ 
mixed  or  catching  in  the  leash  of  the  sails,  held 
the  two  ships  together.  Almost  as  soon  as  the  two 
ships  got  thus  hooked  together.  Nelson’s  boat¬ 
swain  fired  the  starboard  68-pounder  carronade, 
loaded  as  the  larboard  one  had  been,  with  one 
round  shot,  and  the  mortal  keg  of  500  bullets  right 
upon  the  ‘  Redoutable’s’  decks ;  and  this  cleared  the 
French  ship’s  gangways.  The  guns  of  the  middle 
and  lower  decks  of  the  ‘  Victory’  continued  to  be 
fired  occasionally  into  the  ‘  Redoutable,’  who,  on 
her  part,  fired  her  main-deck  guns,  and  made  a 
great  use  of  musketry,  chiefly  from  her  tops,  which 
were  filled  by  soldiers.  And,  in  addition  to  these 
muskets,  the  ‘  Redoutable’  had  in  her  fore  and 
maintops  some  brass  cohorns  which  fired  langridge 
shot,  and  did  great  execution  upon  the  ‘  Victory’s’ 
forecastle.  While  Nelson’s  starboard  guns  bat¬ 
tered  the  sides  of  the  ‘  Redoutable,’  his  larboard 
guns  hammered  the  ‘  Santissima  Trinidad,’  which 
huge  leviathan  was  now  exposed,  and  which  was 
soon  in  case  to  return  the  ‘  Victory’s  ’  fire.  The 
‘  Redoutable’  took  fire;  the  flames  spread  to  the 
‘  Victory,’  threatening  both  ships  with  a  flight  into 
the  air ;  but  the  English  sailors  put  out  their  own 
fire,  and  threw  buckets  of  water  into  the  ‘  Re¬ 
doutable’  to  help  the  French  to  put  out  theirs. 
Everything  was  going  as  well  as  his  heart  could 
desire,  when,  at  about  half-past  one  o’clock,  as 
Nelson  was  walking  on  the  larboard  side  of  the 


Dkatii  ok  N'ei.son. 


Chap.  I.] 

quarter-deck  with  Captain  Hardy,  he  was  hit  by  a 
rifle  or  musket  ball  fired  from  the  mizen-top  of  the 
‘  Redoutable,’  which  was  not  more  than  fifteen  yards 
from  the  spot :  and  he  fell  on  his  knees,  hut  sup¬ 
ported  himself  for  a  few  seconds  with  his  left  hand 
which  touched  the  deck.  Then  the  strength  of  his 
left  arm  (his  only  one)  failed  him,  and  he  fell  on 
his  left  side,  upon  the  very  spot  where  his  secre¬ 
tary  had  fallen  dead ;  and  his  clothes  were  be¬ 
smeared  with  poor  Scott’s  blood.  Hardy  stooped 
to  him,  and  expressed  a  hope  that  he  was  not 
wounded  severely.  Nelson  replied,  “  They  have 
done  for  me  at  last,  Hardy.” — “  I  hope  not,”  said 
the  Captain.  “  Yes !  my  backbone  is  shot  through.” 

A  Serjeant  of  the  marines  and  two  sailors,  who  had 
come  up  on  seeing  the  admiral  fall,  now,  by  Hardy’s 
direction,  carried  their  beloved  chief  down  to  the 
cock-pit.  As  they  were  carrying  him  down  the 
ladder  he  took  out  his  handkerchief  and  co¬ 
vered  his  face  and  the  stars  or  embroidery  on  his 
coat  with  it,  in  order  that  the  crew  might  not  be 
discouraged  or  afflicted.  The  cock-pit  was  crowded 
with  the  wounded  and  the  dying,  over  whose  bodies 
he  was  carried,  to  be  laid  upon  a  pallet  in  a  mid¬ 
shipman’s  berth.  Upon  examination  it  was  found 
that  the  ball  had  entered  the  left  shoulder,  through 
the  fore-part  of  the  epaulette,  and  lodged  in  the 
spine,  and  that  the  wound  was  mortal.  The  sad 
fact  was  concealed  from  all  except  Captain  Hardy, 
the  chaplain,  and  the  surgeons.  His  sufferings 
from  pain  and  thirst  were  very  great :  he  fre¬ 
quently  called  for  drink,  and  to  be  fanned  with 
paper;  saying,  “  Fan,  fan,  drink,  drink:”  and 
they  gave  him  what  is  generally  ready  in  British 
ships  while  in  action,  lemonade,  to  quench  his 
burning  thirst.  He  kept  pushing  away  a  bed- 
sheet,  the  only  covering  upon  him,  laying  bare  his 
slender  limbs  and  emaciated  body.  He  begged 
Dr.  Beatty,  the  chief  surgeon,  to  attend  to  others, 
as  his  attention  to  him  was  useless.  As  soon  as 
the  ‘  Victory’  was  somew'hat  disengaged  from  the 
crowd.  Captain  Hardy  sent  an  officer  to  inform 
Collingwood  that  Nelson  was  wounded.  Colling- 
wood  asked  the  officer  if  the  wound  was  dangerous. 
The  officer  hesitated ;  then  said  he  hoped  it  was 
not.  “  But,”  says  Collingwood,  “  I  saw  th^  .fate 
of  my  friend  in  his  eye ;  for  his  look  told  whaijjbis 
tongue  could  not  utter.”*  Vv 

Meanwhile  the  battle  was  going  on  well,  although 
the  ‘  Victory  ’  continued  to  be  beset  most  sorely. 
Every  time  a  ship-struck  the  crew  of  the  ‘  Victory’ 
hurraed ;  and  then  joy  sparkled  in  the  eye  of  the 
dying  hero.  He  was,  however,  very  impatient  to 
see  Captain  Hardy,  and  sent  for  him  repeatedly ; 
but  it  was  more  than  an  hour  before  the  captain 
could  leave  the  quarter-deck,  and  go  down  to  the 
cock-pit.  They  shook  hands  affectionately.  Hardy 
was  too  much  overcome  by  his  feelings  to  be  able 
to  speak.  But  Nelson  said,  “  Well,  Hardy,  how 
goes  the  battle  ? — how  goes  the  day  with  us  ?” 
Then  Hardy  spoke,' and  said,  “  Very  well,  my  lord ; 
twelve  or  fourteen  of  the  enemy’s  ships  have 

•  Letter  from  Collin^'wood  to  II.  It.  II.  the  Duke  of  Clureuce. 
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struck;  but  five  of  their  van  have  tacked,  and 
shown  an  intention  of  bearing  down  upon  the 
‘  Victory.’  I  have  therefore  called  two  or  three 
of  our  fresh  ships  round  us,  and  have  no  doubt  of 
giving  them  a  drubbing.” — “  I  hope.  Hardy,  that 
none  of  our  ships  have  struck.” — “  No,  my  lord, 
there  is  no  fear  of  that !  ” — “  Hardy,  my  dear 
Hardy,  I  am  a  dead  man.  I  am  going  fast ;  it 
will  be  all  over  with  me  soon.”*  Hardy  returned 
to  the  quarter-deck :  the  ship  continued  to  fire, 
and  to  be  exposed  to  the  fire  of  several  enemies  at 
once.  The  concussion  of  the  firing  so  affected  the 
dying  man,  that,  apostrophising  his  ship,  he  mut¬ 
tered,  “  Oh,  ‘  Victory,’  ‘  Victory,’  how  you  distract 
my  poor  brain  !”  and,  after  a  pause,  he  said,  “  How 
dear  is  life  to  all  men!”  The  ‘Victory’  now 
ceased  firing,  for  she  had  done  her  work,  and 
gloriously,  and  the  last  of  her  opponents  were  pass¬ 
ing  to  windward  and  trying  to  escape.  In  about 
fifty  minutes  Captain  Hardy  descended  a  second 
time  to  the  cockpit,  and,  again  taking  the  hand  of 
his  dying  friend,  congratulated  him  on  having  ob¬ 
tained  a  brilliant  and  complete  victory.  He  could 
not  say  how  many  of  the  enemy  were  taken,  as  it 
was  impossible  to  see  every  ship  distinctly :  but 
he  was  certain  that  fourteen  or  fifteen  at  least  had 
surrendered.  “  That ’s  well,”  murmured  Nelson, 

“  that ’s  well :  but  I  bargained  for  twenty.”  And 
then  he  said,  in  a  stronger  voice,  “Anchor,  Hardy, 
anchor  !”  Hardy  hinted  that  Admiral  Colling¬ 
wood  would  now  take  upon  himself  the  direction 
of  affairs.  “  Not  while  I  live.  Hardy,”  said  Nel¬ 
son,  ineffectually  endeavouring  to  raise  himself 
from  the  bed ;  “  No  !  do  you  anchor.”  The  cap¬ 
tain  then  said,  “  Shall  ive  make  the  signal,  sir  ?” 
“Yes,”  answered  Nelson,  “for  if  I  live  I’ll 
anchor.”  By  which  he  is  supposed  to  have  meant 
that,  in  case  of  his  surviving  until  all  resistance 
was  over,  he  would,  if  at  all  practicable,  anchor  the 
ships  and  the  prizes,  as  the  surest  means  of  saving 
them  in  case  of  a  gale  of  wind  arising.  As  the 
captain  was  leaving  him,  with  big  tears  in  his 
eyes.  Nelson  called  him  back,  and  said  in  a  low 
faint  voice,  “  Hardy,  take  care  of  my  dear  Lady 
Hamilton  ;  take  care  of  poor  Lady  Hamilton  !  Kiss 
me.  Hardy.”  The  captain  knelt  and  kissed  his 
cheek;  and  Nelson  said,  “Now  I  am  satisfied. 
Thank  God  !  I  have  done  my  duty.”  Hardy  stood 
over  him  in  silence :  then  knelt  again  and  kissed 
his  forehead.  The  film  of  death  was  gathering 
over  the  eye  of  the  expiring  hero  :  and  he  said, 
“  Who  is  that?”  on  being  told,  he  added,  “  God 
bless  you.  Hardy !”  and  the  captain  then  left 
him,  and  for  ever.  Nelson  now  said  that  he 
wished  he  had  not  left  the  quarter-deck,  where  he 
had  received  his  death-wound.  Some  minutes 
before  this  all  feeling  below  the  breast  was  gone ; 
and  now  death  was  rapidly  approaching.  He  said 
a  few  scarcely  articulate  words  to  the  chaplain ; 
bidding  him  remember  that  he  left  Lady  Hamilton 
and  his  daughter  as  a  legacy  to  his  country.  He 
then  said  more  distinctly,  “  Thank  God,  I  have 

*  Pr.  Beatty’s  Narrative. 
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done  my  duty !”  He  was  heard  to  repeat  these 
words  several  times  :  and  they  were  the  last  words 
he  uttered.  His  previous  sufferings  had  been 
great;  but  they  were  now  over,  and  he  expired 
without  a  struggle  or  a  groan  at  about  thirty 
minutes  after  four,  or  three  hours  and  a  quarter 
after  receiving  his  wound  * 

Captain  Blackwood  coming  on  board  the 
‘  Victory  ’  soon  after,  and  learning  the  death  of 
his  patron  and  friend,  carried  the  whole  of 
the  dismal  news  to  Collingwood,  together  with 
Nelson’s  dying  request,  that  the  fleet  and  prizes 
should  be  brought  to  anchor  as  quickly  as  possible. 
Collingwood  was  deeply  affected,  and  it  was  with 
tears  in  his  eyes  that  he  now  first  took  the  com  ■ 
mand  of  the  whole  fleet.  During  the  greater  part 
of  the  battle  almost  every  captain  had  acted  on  his 
own  judgment,  and  according  to  circumstances 
and  accidental  changes  of  position,  even  as  Nelson 
had  desired  they  all  should  do.-j’  The  great  in¬ 
terest  of  the  combat  disappears  with  Nelson’s  dis¬ 
appearance  from  the  quarter-deck  of  the  ‘  Victory,’ 
which  happened  about  the  middle  of  the  action, 
but  not  before  the  defeat  of  the  French  and 
Spaniards  was  made  certain.  The  ‘  Redoutable,’ 
from  whose  top  the  fatal  shot  had  been  fired,  made 
a  gallant  resistance.  As  the  ‘  Victory  ’  had  the 
huge  ‘  Santissima  Trinidad,’  and  at  times  one  or 
two  more  adversaries  to  contend  with,  Captain 
Eliab  Harvey  in  the  ‘  Temeraire’  fell  on  board 
the  ‘Redoutable’  on  the  other  side;  and  during 
a  long  interval  four  or  five  ships,  friends  and 
enemies,  formed  a  compact  tier,  lying  head  to 
head,  and  stern  to  stern,  with  the  muzzles  of  their 
guns  grating  against  each  other.  The  greatest 
precaution  was  necessary  to  prevent  the  ships  tak¬ 
ing  fire  and  being  all  blowir  into  the  air  together : 
and  on  board  the  ‘  Victory  ’  the  firemen  of  each 
gun  stood  ready  with  a  bucket  of  water.  The 
‘  Redoutable  ’  struck  her  colours  about  twenty 
minutes  after  Nelson  was  carried  below.  The 
‘  Temeraire  ’  then  got  loose  and  went  in  search  of 
other  opponents,  and  she  soon  had  two  or  three  to 
her  own  share.  As  the  British  ships  came  through 
the  gap  which  had  been  made  in  Villeneuve’s 
line  or  crescent,  as  they  broke  through  the  forest 
of  masts  he  had  formed  on  his  right,  and  as 
they  got  into  close  action,  the  last  hope  of  the 
Frenchman  vanished;  several  of  his  ships  were 
attacked  larboard  and  starboard,  fore  and  aft,  ex¬ 
periencing  the  fatal  effects  which  the  foremost 
English  ships  had  braved  and  borne  during  the 
earlier  stages  of  the  action.  Neither  Sjianiards 
nor  French  could  bear  it  ;  many  of  the  French, 
on  being  engaged  muzzle  to  muzzle,  let  down  their 
lower  deck  jiorts  and  deserted  their  guns;  the 
Spaniards  on  lioanl  the  ‘  .Santissima  Trinidad,’ 
lieing  no  longer  able  to  stand  the  fire  of  the  ‘  Vic¬ 
tory,’  and  not  knowing  whither  else  to  fly  to, 
leaped  overboard  and  swam  to  her  bow  and  sides, 

*  Soiitliov. — Or.  ,  Narrative. 

f  **  Few  »i«;nals  were  auil  none  w»‘ro  mad",  except  to 
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and  were  actually  helped  up  her  sides  or  taken  in 
at  her  lower  ports  by  the  crew  of  the  ‘  Victory.’ 
The  masts  of  the  ‘  Santissima  Trinidad  ’  fell  with 
a  terrible  crash,  and  she  was  taken  possession  of 
by  a  lieutenant  who  had  only  a  boat’s  crew  with 
him.  Before  this  time  the  ‘  Bucentaure,’  which  had 
never  recovered  from  the  effects  of  Nelson’s  terrible 
68-pounder  and  first  broadside,  had  hauled  down 
her  colours ;  and,  as  a  captain  of  English  marines 
took  possession  of  her  with  a  corporal,  two  privates 
of  his  own  corps,  and  two  seamen,  he  had  found 
on  board  Admiral  Villeneuve,  who  had  tendered 
him  his  sword  as  he  stepped  on  the  quarter-deck. 
Before  three  o’clock  ten  ships  of  the  line  had 
struck.  The  ‘  Sant’  Anna,’  which  had  sustained 
the  first  tremendous  broadside  of  Collingwood’s 
ship,  the  ‘  Royal  Sovereign,’  hauled  down  her  flag 
at  about  half-past  two.  But  the  ‘  Royal  Sovereign’ 
herself  had  been  so  much  injured  in  her  masts 
and  yards  by  the  fire  of  the  ‘  Sant’  Anna,’  and 
the  fire  of  the  other  ships  that  lay  on  her  bow  and 
quarter,  that  she  was  unable  to  alter  her  position. 
Collingwood  therefore  called  up  the  ‘  Euryalus  ’ 
frigate  to  take  the  ‘  Royal  Sovereign’  in  tow,  and 
to  receive  on  board  the  frigate  the  Spanish  Vice- 
Admiral  Alava  and  the  other  oflicers  that  belonged 
to  the  ‘  Sant’  Anna.’  Captain  Blackwood  found 
that  poor  Alava,  who  had  behaved  heroically 
in  the  action,  was  dangerously,  if  not  mortally, 
wounded,  and  could  not  be  moved  ;  but  he  brought 
away  the  captain  of  the  ship.  This  officer  had 
already  been  to  the  ‘  Royal  Sovereign  ’  to  deliver 
up  his  sword ;  on  entering  he  had  asked  one  of 
the  sailors  the  name  of  the  ship  ;  and,  upon  being 
told  that  it  was  the  ‘  Royal  Sovereign,’  he  had  re¬ 
plied  in  broken  English,  “  I  think  she  should  be 
called  the  ‘  Royal  Devil.’  ”*  The  Rear-Admiral 
Cisneros  had  been  taken  on  board  the  ‘  Santissima 
Trinidad.’  One  Spanish  74,  the  ‘  Sant’  Agostin,’ 
was  utterly  ruined  by  one  broadside  from  the 
‘  Leviathan,’  which  carried  away  her  mizen-mast, 
wounded  her  captain,  and  killed  or  wounded  160 
of  her  crew.  In  all  these  terrible  broadsides  most 
of  the  English  guns  were  double  shotted,  and  some 
of  them  were  treble  shotted.  The  conflicts  which 
took  place  yard-arm  to  yard-arm  appear  to  have 
been  the  most  destructive  to  the  English,  as  all  the 
enemy’s  ships  Inul  musketry  in  their  tops,  and 
most  of  them  also  cohorns  like  the  ‘  Redoutable.’ 
Admiral  Gravina,  in  the  ‘  Principe  de  Asturias,’  a 
1 12-gun  ship,  fell  away  to  leeward  of  the  rear,  and 
made  oft’  with  four  other  ships.  Five  other  ships, 
four  French  and  one  Spanish,  under  Villeneuve’s 
second,  Rear-Admiral  Dumauoir,  which  had  taken 
little  or  no  part  in  the  action,  and  which,  conse¬ 
quently,  had  sustained  little  or  no  damage  in  their 
masts  and  sails,  while  hardly  any  of  the  hard- 
fought  English  ships  had  a  stick  left  standing, 
hauled  oil' to  windward ;  but,  as  Dumanoir  passctl 
the  ‘  Royal  Sovereign,’  the  ‘  Conqueror,’  and  the 
‘  Victory,’  which  were  lying  like  logs  upon  the 
water,  he  and  the  three  French  ships  with  him 
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])0ured  their  shot  not  only  into  those  English  ships, 
but  also  into  the  Spanish  prizes  they  had  made. 
Both  Gravina  and  Dumanoir  escaped  from  the 
battle ;  but  Gravina  had  been  mortally  wounded, 
and  Dumanoir  and  his  squadron  fell  in,  in  their 
flight,  with  Sir  Richard  Strachau,  who  was  cruis¬ 
ing  in  search  of  the  Rochefort  squadron,  and  were 
all  taken  on  the  4th  of  November.  Nineteen 
ships  of  the  line  struck  at  Trafalgar.  The 
‘  Achille,’  a  French  74,  after  having  surrendered, 
by  some  mismanagement  of  her  crew  took  fire 
and  blew  up ;  200  of  her  men  were  saved  by 
English  tenders,  who  picked  them  out  of  the  water. 
The  total  number  of  prisoners  taken,  including  the 
land  forces  on  board,  amounted  to  nearly  12,000. 
The  total  British  loss  in  the  battle  was  1587,  in¬ 
cluding  many  officers,  besides  the  greatest  of  all. 
Captain  Duff  of  the  ‘  Mars,’  and  Captain  Cooke  of 
the  ‘  Bellerophon,’  were  among  the  slain.  The 
French,  out  of  eighteen  sail  of  the  line,  preserved 
only  nine,  and  the  Spaniards,  out  of  fifteen  sail  of 
the  line,  preserved  only  six ;  the  moral  effect  was 
as  great  as  the  physical  one ;  between  the  two  the 
marine  force  at  the  disposal  of  Bonaparte  might 
be  said  to  be  annihilated. 

Nelson’s  crowning  glory  rescued  England  from 
all  chance  of  invasion,  and  left  her  sovereign  of  the 
seas.  After  the  battle  of  Trafalgar  the  task  of 
the  British  navy,  which  had  attained  under  Nelson 
to  a  degree  of  perfection  which  it  had  never  ap¬ 
proached  before,  was  of  the  easiest  execution  :  nor 
could  reverse,  defeat,  or  disgrace  have  possibly 
attended  our  flag  in  any  seas,  if  our  changing 
boards  of  admiralty  and  variable  governments  had 
known  how  to  make  use  of  the  mighty  powers  and 
energies  at  their  disposal,  and  had  discarded  on 
one  hand  tlieir  proneness  to  jobbery  or  to  political 
trafficking  in  promotions,  and  on  the  other  hand 
their  incidental  fits  of  economy. 

At  the  end  of  the  battle  very  few  of  the  English 
ships  were  in  a  condition  to  carry  sail,  and  four¬ 
teen  of  them,  besides  having  their  masts  knocked 
to  pieces,  were  considerably  damaged  in  hull :  of 
the  prizes  they  had  taken,  eight  were  wholly 
dismasted ;  the  rest  were  partially  dismasted, 
and  some  of  them  were  almost  in  a  sinking  state. 
In  the  evening  they  were  all  huddled  together, 
and  in  a  most  perilous  situation,  for  the  shoals  of 
Trafalgar  were  only  a  few  miles  to  leeward,  and 
the  wind  was  blowing  dead  on  the  shore.  When 
Collingwood  made  the  signal  to  prepare  to  anchor, 
few  of  the  ships  had  an  anchor  to  let  go,  their 
anchors  having  been  shot  away,  or  their  cables  all 
ruined.  “  But,”  adds  Collingwood,  “  the  same 
good  Providence  which  aided  us  through  such  a 
day  preserved  us  in  the  night,  by  the  wind  shifting 
a  few  points  and  drifting  the  ships  off  the  land.” 
Four  of  the  dismasted  prizes,  however,  having  good 
anchors  and  cables  left,  anchored  off"  Cape  Tra¬ 
falgar.  But  on  the  morrow  a  gale  came  on  from 
the  south-west;  the*  Redoutable,’  French  74,  went 
down;  the  *  Fougueux,’  another  74,  drove  on 
shore ;  the  ‘  Bucentaure’  was  wrecked  on  the 


coast ;  and  the  *  Algesiras,’  one  of  the  four  prizes 
which  had  anchored,  was  carried  into  Cadiz  by  the 
crew,  who  rose  upon  the  English  lieutenant  and 
prize  party,  after  they  had  ordered  the  hatches  to 
be  taken  off  in  order  that  the  prisoners  might  have 
an  opportunity  of  saving  their  lives.  On  the 
morning  of  the  23rd,  favoured  by  a  north-westerly 
wind,  five  of  the  ships  of  the  line  which  had 
escaped  came  out  of  Cadiz,  with  the  five  French 
frigates  and  two  brigs  which  had  suffered  nothing 
in  the  action,  with  the  intention  of  recovering  some 
of  the  scattered  prizes,  or  of  taking  some  of  the 
crippled  English  ships.  These  uninjured  frigates 
recaptured  the  *  Sant’ Anna’ and  the  ‘Neptune,’ 
and  carried  both  safe  into  port.  But  the  enemy 
lost  more  than  they  gained  by  this  sortie,  for  an¬ 
other  storm  arose,  and  the  *  Indomptable,’  which 
had  taken  on  board  the  crew  of  the  ‘  Bucentaure’ 
in  addition  to  her  own,  was  wrecked  at  the  head 
of  Cadiz  Bay,  and  of  1100  or  1200  souls  not 
above  100  were  saved;  a  Spanish  74  went  on 
shore  in  the  bay  near  Fort  Santa  Catalina,  and 
then  to  pieces,  but  the  greater  portion  of  her 
crew  were  saved;  and  a  Spanish  100-gun  ship 
rolled  away  her  masts  and  became  a  mere  hulk. 
The  damage  which  all  these  vessels  had  sustained 
in  the  great  battle  rendered  them  unfit  for  sea. 
Captain  Pulteney  Malcolm,  coming  round  from 
Gibraltar  with  the  ‘  Donegal,’  74,  which  had  not 
been  in  the  action,  captured  the  100-gunned 
Spaniard  ;  and  the  *  Leviathan’  captured  a  Spanish 
74  which  had  been  in  the  action,  and  which 
had  struck  her  colours,  though  she  was  now  en¬ 
deavouring  to  escape ;  but  both  the  100-gun 
ship  and  the  74  were  in  a  sinking  state,  and 
they  both  went  on  shore,  not  without  loss  of 
life  to  the  English  prize-parties  in  possession  of 
them.  The  bad  weather  continuing,  and  Colling¬ 
wood  apprehending  that  the  French  frigates  in 
Cadiz  Bay  might  make  another  dash  at  his  un¬ 
manageable  prizes,  the  huge  *  Santissima  Trinidad’ 
was  cleared,  scuttled,  and  sunk.  The  *  Aigle,’ 
French  74,  drifted  into  Cadiz  Bay  and  got  stranded 
on  the  bar  off  Fort  Santa  Maria.  On  the  28th, 
and  not  sooner,  Collingwood  got  his  fleet  and  his 
shattered  prizes  to  anchor  on  the  coast  between 
Cadiz  and  San  Lucar.  TBut  even  here  it  was  found 
necessary  to  burn  one  French  74  and  one  Spanish 
74,  and  to  scuttle  a  Spanish  80-gun  ship ;  while 
another  French  74,  owing,  it  is  said,  to  the  fren¬ 
zied  behaviour  of  a  portion  of  the  French  prisoners 
on  board,  who  cut  the  cables,  struck  upon  the 
shoals,  and  was  lost.  On  this  occasion,  as  on 
many  others,  noble  efforts  were  made  by  the 
English  sailors  to  save  the  lives  of  their  enemies 
and  prisoners.  Captain  Pulteney  Malcolm  put 
out  all  his  boats  to  rescue  the  drowning  French; 
but,  although  many  were  thus  saved,  above  200 
])erished.  In  all  fourteen  of  the  prizes  were 
burnt,  sunk,  or  run  on  shore,  and  only  three  Spanish 
ships  of  the  line  and  one  French  were  saved  and 
kept  as  trophies.  “  Our  own  infirm  ships,”  says 
Collingwood,  “  could  scarce  keep  off  the  shore ; 
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the  prizes  were  left  to  their  fate  ;  and,  as  they  were 
driven  very  near  the  port,  I  ordered  them  to  be 
destroyed,  that  there  might  be  no  risk  of  their 
falling  again  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.”  The 
Spaniards  generally  had  fought  bravely  in  the 
action ;  but  the  heart  of  the  Spanish  people  was 
not  in  that  cause ;  some  humane  and  politic  con¬ 
duct  of  Collingwood,  being  superadded  to  the  very 
unfavourable  effects  produced  by  Uumanoir’s  con¬ 
duct,  and  by  various  other  deeds  of  their  Freneh 
allies,  produced  a  sudden  popular  reaction  favour¬ 
able  to  the  English.  “  To  alleviate,”  says  Col- 
lingwood,  “  the  miseries  of  the  wounded  as  much 
as  was  in  my  power,  I  sent  a  flag  to  the  Marquis 
cle  la  Solano  (captain-general  of  Andalusia)  to  offer 
him  his  wounded.  Nothing  can  exceed  the  grati¬ 
tude  expressed  by  him  for  this  aet  of  humanity: 
all  this  part  of  Spain  is  in  an  uproar  of  praise  and 
thankfulness  to  the  English.  Solano  sent  me  a 
present  of  a  cask  of  wine,  and  we  have  a  free  in¬ 
tercourse  with  the  shore.  Judge  of  the  footing  we 
are  on  w’hen  I  tell  you  he  offered  me  his  hospitals, 
and  pledged  the  Spanish  honour  for  the  care  and 
cure  of  our  wounded  men.  Our  officers  and  men 
who  were  wrecked  in  some  of  the  prize-ships  were 
most  kindly  treated ;  all  the  country  was  on  the 
beach  to  receive  them ;  the  priests  and  women 
distributing  wine  and  bread  and  fruit  amongst 
them.  The  soldiers  turned  out  of  their  barracks 
to  make  lodging  for  them  ;  whilst  their  allies,  the 
French,  were  left  to  shift  for  themselves,  with  a 
guard  over  them  to  prevent  their  doing  mischief.”* 
All  this  tended  to  obliterate  the  recollections  of 
the  melancholy  affair  of  the  four  treasure-frigates, 
and  to  qualify  the  Spaniards  for  that  close  alliance 
with  the  English  into  which  they  were  so  soon 
driven  by  Bonaparte ;  and  enabled  Collingwood  to 
exercise  a  powerful  influence  over  the  people  of 
Spain  at  the  commencement  of  their  great  rising. 

Admiral  Villeneuve,  who  acknowledged  that  the 
French  could  no  longer  think  of  contending  with 
us  at  sea,  was  brought  over  to  England,  but  was 
almost  immediately  liberated  on  parole,  and  al¬ 
lowed  to  return  to  France.  Perhaps  it  would  have 
been  better  for  himself  to  have  been  retained  a 
close  prisoner ;  for  scarcely  had  he  reached  Rennes 
on  his  way  to  Paris  when  his  name  was  added  to 
that  ambiguous  list  of  suicides  which  was  headed 
by  the  names  of  Pichegru  and  Wright.  There  is 
a  very  suspicious  variety  in  the  French  accounts 
given  of  his  death :  some  say  he  shot  himself  with 
a  pistol  upon  receiving  information  that  the  go¬ 
vernment  had  prohibited  his  appearing  at  Paris ; 
others  say  that  he  fell  upon  his  own  sword  ;  others 
that  he  poignarded  himself ;  while  by  still  another 
account,  which  is  rejiortcd  to  have  been  in  after 
years  Bonaparte’s  own  account  of  the  matter,  he 
put  himself  to  death  in  a  studied,  scientific  man¬ 
ner  with  a  curious  pin-propelling  machine.f  In 
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t  This  last  account  si'Kins  to  us  the  most  suspicious  of  all.  "  Vil- 
Icucuve,”  says  llouapartc,  when  taken  prisoner  and  carried  to 
En;,dnud,  was  so  much  grieved  at  his  defeat,  that  lie  studied  anatomy 
on  purpose  to  destroy  himself,  lie  houglit  some  anatomical  plates 
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the  first  instance  the  imperial  Corsican  had  tried  to 
make  light  of  the  battle  of  Trafalgar,  and  to  var¬ 
nish  over  the  terrible  defeat  with  bold  lies.  He 
caused  to  be  inserted  in  the  Moniteur  the  most 
mendacious  accounts  of  the  movements  and  opera¬ 
tions  of  the  combined  fleets  of  France  and  Spain, 
together  with  allusions  to  the  great  exploits  his 
navy  was  to  perform,  when  that  navy  no  longer 
existed;  and  when  he  opened  the  session  of  the 
legislative  body  of  Paris,  only  a  few  weeks  before 
Villeneuve’s  death,  he  declared  with  his  own  mouth 
that  “  a  tempest  had  deprived  him  of  some  few 
ships,  after  a  battle  imprudently  entered  into.” 
This  was  all  he  said  there ;  but  in  other  places  he 
had  flown  out  violently  against  the  unfortunate 
admiral,  and  had  asserted  and  maintained  that 
Villeneuve  had  disobeved  his  instructions,  and  that 
victory  and  triumph  must  have  ultimately  attended 
the  French  flag  if  that  admiral  had  only  adhered 
to  the  orders  which  he  had  sent  him.  Now,  these 
orders,  as  we  have  stated,  were  in  themselves  em¬ 
barrassing  and  contradictory — they  were  orders 
such,  perhaps,  as  might  be  expected  from  a  land 
officer,  ignorant  of  the  sea; — and,  besides,  the  last 
order  which  Villeneuve  received  at  Cadiz,  instead 
of  enjoining  him  not  to  sail,  was  imperative  as  to 
his  putting  to  sea  immediately ;  and  this,  indeed, 
Villeneuve  could  not  long  have  avoided  doing,  as 
Collingwood’s  extended  blockade  had  cut  off  all 
his  supplies,  and  as  Cadiz  and  its  neighbourhood, 
denuded,  and  in  no  friendly  humour,  offered  him 
scarcely  any  resources.  If  Villeneuve  had  survived 
he  could  have  told  his  own  story,  and  have  con¬ 
victed  Bonaparte  both  of  imprudence  in  meddling 
with  sea  matters,  and  of  gross  falsehood  afterwards; 
and,  to  save  their  emperor  from  this  painful  expo¬ 
sure,  many  of  Fouche’s  secret  agents  would  have 
been  quite  ready  to  commit  a  secret  murder,  and 
make  it  pass  off  as  suicide.  In  spite  too  of  the 
Moniteur,  and  of  public  speeches  to  the  so-called 
legislature,  it  was  found  impossible  to  conceal  for 
any  length  of  time  the  real  nature  and  results  of 
the  battle  of  Trafalgar :  soldiers  and  sailors  who 
had  been  in  the  action  returned  home  from  Spain  ; 
merchants  and  bankers  received  full  intelligence 
in  private  letters  ;  and,  as  English  newspapers  con¬ 
tinued  to  be  smuggled  into  France  notwithstanding 
all  the  efforts  made  by  Bonaparte  and  Fouche  to 
prevent  it,  and  as  many  of  the  Bourbon  party  in 
the  Faubourg  St.  Germain  took  a  pleasure  in 
translating  such  English  articles,  and  in  reporting 
the  substance  of  them  wherever  they  went,  the 
fearful  catastrophe  became  known  in  its  full  ex- 

of  the  heart  anil  its  regions,  and  compared  them  with  his  own  budv 
in  order  to  ascertain  tlie  precise  sittiation  of  the  heart.  On  lii's 
arrival  in  France  I  ordered  that  he  should  remain  at  Rennes,  and  not 
proceed  to  Paris.  Villeneuve,  afraid  of  being  tried  by  a  court-martial 
lor  disobedience  of  orders,  and  consetjuently  losing  the  flet*t,  for  I  had 
ordered  him  not  to  sail,  or  to  engage  tlie  English,  determined  to  de¬ 
stroy  himself,  and  accordingly  took  his  plates  of  the  heart  and  com- 
jiared  them  with  his  breast.  E.xaetly  in  the  centre  of  the  ]>lato  he 
made  a  mark  with  a  large  pin,  then  ti.Ked  the  pin  as  near  as  he  could 
judge  in  the  same  spot  in  his  own  breast,  shoved  it  in  to  the  head, 
pemdrated  his  heart,  and  expired.  When  the  room  was  opened  ho 
was  found  dead  ;  the  pin  in  his  breast,  and  a  mark  in  the  plate  corre¬ 
sponding  with  the  wound  in  his  breast.  He  neeil  not  have  done  it, 
as  he  was  a  brave  man,  though  iKisscssed  of  no  talent.” — A  Vvicefrtm 
Ihlcna, 
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tent ;  thus  rendering  the  emperor  the  more  eager 
to  throw  the  whole  blame  upon  Villeneuve,  and 
prevent  the  possibility  of  that  admiral’s  replying. 
Suspicions  were  excited  by  the  measures  taken  to 
prevent  Villeneuve’s  appearing  in  Paris ;  they 
were  confirmed  by  the  contradictory  accounts  pro¬ 
mulgated  about  the  manner  of  his  death ;  and  it 
appears  to  have  been  very  generally  believed  at  the 
time  that  Villeneuve  did  not  perish  by  his  own 
hand.  Among  the  Bonapartists,  however  (and 
the  great  majority  of  the  French  people  were  now 
of  this  party,  even  as  they  had  once  been  Robes- 
pierrists),  the  reverses  at  sea  were  easily  forgotten 
in  the  successes  on  shore ;  the  dazzling  glories  of 
Ulm  and  Austerlitz  filled  their  eyes  and  imagina¬ 
tions  ;  and  the  opening  of  the  campaign  against 
Prussia,  and  the  grand  and  successful  battle  of 
Jena,  made  them  forget  that  there  was  or  ever  had 
been  such  a  place  in  the  world  as  Trafalgar  Bay. 
They  indeed  henceforward  renounced  all  hope  of 
invading  and  conquering  England ;  nay,  even  of 
contending  with  her  as  a  maritime  power ;  but 
they  flattered  themselves  that  they  found  more  than 
an  equivalent  in  the  easy  subjugation  and  plunder 
of  the  continent;  and  that  the  continental  system, 
which  began  to  occupy  Bonaparte’s  mind,  as  soon 
as  his  navy  was  destroyed,  would,  by  closing  all 
the  ports  of  Europe  to  English  commerce,  reduce 
the  proud  rival  of  France  to  poverty  and  despair. 

In  Great  Britain  the  intelligence  of  the  battle 
of  Trafalgar,  which  came  as  a  seasonable  relief  to 
the  gloom  created  by  Mack’s  surrender  at  Ulm 
and  Bonaparte’s  advance  upon  Vienna,  was  received 
with  deep  and  mingled  emotions,  of  joy  for  the 
victory,  and  grief  for  the  death  of  the  victor.  All 
honours  were  paid  to  Nelson’s  remains  ;  there  was 
lying  in  state  in  the  Painted  Hall  at  Greenwich, 
there  were  funeral  processions  by  water  and  by  land 


of  unexampled  solemnity  and  magnificence :  but 
— and  we  know  not  why — the  body  was  not  in¬ 
terred  in  the  sacred  place  for  which  he  had  a  pre¬ 
ference,  and  the  name  of  which  had  been  often  on 
his  lips  while  rushing  into  action.  Instead  of 
being  buried  in  Westminster  Abbey  his  remains 
were  deposited  under  the  noble  dome  of  St.  Paul’s ; 
a  fitting  and  glorious  resting-place,  yet  still  not 
that  which  he  had  himself  in  a  manner  selected. 
But  dying  requests  to  which  he  attached  more  im¬ 
portance  were  disregarded  :  his  brother,  a  retired 
country  clergyman,  who  succeeded  to  his  titles, 
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was  raised  in  the  British  peerage  from  the  rank  of 
a  viscount  to  that  of  an  earl ;  6000/.  a  year,  and 
the  sum  of  100,000/.  for  the  purchase  of  an  estate, 
were  granted  to  him  by  parliament,  which  further¬ 
more  voted  10,000/.  to  each  of  his  sisters ;  but 
not  one  farthing  was  ever  granted  either  to  his 
adopted  or  real  daughter  Horatia,  or  to  Lady 
Hamilton,  whose  essential  services  to  the  country 
ought  to  have  secured  some  reward,  in  spite  of  the 
immorality  of  her  connexion  with  Lord  Nelson — 
a  connexion  which  had  been  winked  at  by  the 
admiral’s  sisters  who  got  the  10,000/.  a-piece, 
and  who,  as  we  have  seen,  were  living  under  the 
same  roof,  at  Merton,  with  their  brother  and  (it  is 
best  to  speak  plain)  his  mistress,  when,  at  the  call 
of  his  country,  he  flew  to  fight  and  die  at  Trafalgar. 
What  Lady  Hamilton’s  public  services  had  been 
was  distinctly  and  correctly  stated  in  the  last  words 
Nelson  ever  wrote  j*  they  were  personal  services, 
and  benefits  procured  to  the  British  fleet,  by  means 
of  her  close  and  bosom  friendship  with  Caroline  of 
Austria,  the  proud  Queen  of  Naples;  they  were 
services  which  none  but  she  could  have  achieved; 
and  it  was  assuredly  a  squeamish  sort  of  morality 
in  the  court,  caliinet,  and  parliament  of  Great 
Britain,  which  withheld  a  recompense  for  these 
public  services,  and  condemned  an  erring  but  an 
interesting,  a  patriotic,  and  high-minded  woman, 
to  poverty  and  absolute  misery  for  the  rest  of  her 
days,  on  account  of  irregularities  in  her  private 
life  and  conduct.  Even  at  that  day  when  rigid 
morality  was  in  fashion  at  court  (although  Queen 
Charlotte  had  received  Warren  Hastings’s  dubious 
wife),  if  the  pension-list  had  been  gone  over,  more 
than  one  person  would  have  been  found  living  on 
the  bounty  of  the  nation,  who  had  all  Lady  Hamil¬ 
ton’s  faults,  frailties,  or  vices,  without  any  of  her 
abilities,  spirit,  and  public  services  to  plead  in 
their  favour.  The  “  good  Emma,”  the  “  brave  Em¬ 
ma” — and  to  the  fascinated  Nelson  she  ever  ap¬ 
peared  both  good  and  brave — after  struggling  for 

•  October  21st,  1805.  Then  in  sight  of  the  combined  fleets  of  France 
and  Spain,  distant  about  ten  miles. 

“Whereas  the  emincMit  services  of  Emma  Hamilton,  widow  of  the 
Kiglit  Honourable  Sir  William  Ilamilton.  have  been  of  the  very 
greatest  service  to  my  king  and  country,  to  my  knowledge,  without 
ever  receiving  any  reward  from  either  our  king  or  country. 

“  First,  that  she  obtained  the  King  of  Spain’s  letter,  in  1796,  to  his 
brother,  the  King  of  Naples,  acquainting  him  of  his  inteiition  to  de¬ 
clare  war  against  England;  from  which  letter  the  ministry  sent  out 
orders  to  the  then  Sir  John  Jervis  to  strike  a  stroke,  if  opportunity 
offered,  against  either  the  arsenals  of  Spain  or  her  fleets.  That  neither 
of  these  was  done  is  not  the  fault  of  Lady  Hamilton  ;  the  opportunity 
might  liave  been  offered. 

“  Secondly;  The  British  fleet  under  my  command  could  never  have 
returned  the  second  time  to  Egypt,  had  not  Lady  Hamilton’s  influence 
with  the  Queen  of  Naples  caused  letters  to  be  wrote  to  the  governor  of 
Syracuse,  that  he  was  to  encourage  the  fleets*  being  supplied  with 
everything,  should  they  put  into  any  port  in  Sicily.  We  put  into  Syra¬ 
cuse,  and  received  every  supply ;  went  to  Egypt,  and  destroyed  the 
Frencli  fleet. 

“  Lotild  I  liave  rewarded  these  services,  I  would  not  now  call  upon 
my  country  ;  but,  as  that  has  not  been  in  my  power,  I  leave  Emma 
Lady  Hamilton,  llierefore,  a  legacy  to  my  king  and  country,  that  they 
will  give  her  an  ample  provision  to  maintain  lier  rank  in  life. 

“  I  also  leave  to  the  beneficence  of  my  country  my  adopted  daughter, 
Horatia  Nelson  Tliomi)soii ;  and  1  desire  she  will  use  in  future  the 
name  of  Nelson  only. 

“These  are  the  only  favours  I  ask  of  my  king  and  country,  at  this 
moment  when  I  am  going  to  tight  their  battle.  Mav  Hml  bless  mv 
king  and  country,  and  all  those  I  hold  dear !  My  relations  it  is  need¬ 
less  to  mention ;  they  will,  of  course,  be  amplv  provided  for. 

**  Nelson  and  Bronte. 


some  years  with  affliction  and  poverty  (for,  though 
Nelson  left  her  all  he  could,  he  had  been  so  care¬ 
less  about  money  and  property  of  any  kind,  that 
he  had  scarcely  anything  to  leave),*  after  having 
recourse  to  several  questionable  means  of  getting 
money,  and  injuring  the  memory  of  her  idol  by 
selling  his  love-letters  to  a  bookseller,  died  in 
France,  in  or  near  the  town  of  Calais,  without  a 
friend  near  her,  without  a  shilling,  without  a  com¬ 
fort;  and  her  body  was  denied  Christian  burial, 
and  treated  like  that  of  a  dog  by  the  bigoted  Catho¬ 
lic  clergy  of  the  restored  Bourbons. t  And  yet  her 
moral  domestic  irregularities  had  not  prevented 
the  beautiful,  graceful,  fascinating  woman  from 
obtaining  the  homage  and  the  close  intimacy  of  the 
great  and  high-born,  when  she  could,  as  the  wife 
of  a  British  ambassador  and  the  friend  of  a  foreign 
queen,  and  the  chere  amie  of  a  British  admiral, 
the  favourite  of  victory,  bestow  splendid  hospital¬ 
ities,  procure  favours  and  advantages,  and  open 
some  of  the  roads  to  employment  and  promotion  ; 
the  obscurity  of  her  birth,  the  notorious  history  of 
her  early  life,  when  she  lived  with  painters  and 
served  them  as  a  living  model,  had  not  been  any 
impediment  to  the  incense  oft’ered  up  to  her  by 
lords  and  ladies,  colonels,  generals,  captains,  admi¬ 
rals,  chaplains,  deans,  bishops  :  for  many  years  her 
saloons  at  Naples  had  been  filled  and  crowded  by 
the  aristocracy  of  Europe,  and  what  is  called  the 
elite  of  the  English  fashionable  world ;  many  were 
the  favours  and  honours,  and  substantial  benefits 
she  had  obtained  for  others — but  when  her  hour 
of  need  came  she  found  not  one  to  help  her,  and 
her  former  intimates  excused  their  want  of  gene¬ 
rosity — even  as  the  nation  excused  its  want  of 
liberality — by  canting  about  Lady  Hamilton’s  im¬ 
morality. 

In  the  course  of  the  year  several  great  advantages 
were  obtained  by  our  arms  in  the  East  Indies. 

♦  Her  husband.  Sir  William  Hamilton,  had  left  her  nothing.  Tltis 
was  not  on  account  of  any  resentment,  for  Sir  William,  from  the  first 
dawn  of  their  acquaintance  with  Nelson,  had  behaved  rather  like  an 
Italian  than  an  English  husband,  and  had  liveil  with  them  (and  for 
long  intervals  the  three  lived  under  the  same  roof)  in  undisturbed 
harmony  down  to  the  day  of  his  death,  on  the  6th  of  .4pril,  1803  ;  but 
it  arose  from  the  state  of  poverty  and  embarrassment  in  which  he  died. 

I  Slie  died  on  or  about  tlie  17Lh  day  of  January,  in  the  year  1815, 
when  Bonaparte  was  Emperor  of  Elba,  but  pre])aring  that  return  to 
France  which  lasted  the  hundred  days,  and  led  to  the  battle  of  Water¬ 
loo.  The  French  Catholic  priests,  or  those  of  them  among  whom  it 
was  Lady  Hamilton’s  lot  to  fall,  had  learned  no  moderation  or 
tolerance  from  ])ersecutioa  and  long  sufleriug;  like  all  jjarties  in 
France,  they  were  immoderate  and  rabid  as  soon  as  there  appeared  a 
prospect  of  their  becoming  a  dominant  or  strong  party.  They  knew 
and  care<l  nothing  about  Emma’s  moral  irregularities  ;  they  only 
knew  that  she  .was  an  Englishwoman  and  a  Protestant  (^or,  in  their 
language,  a  lieretic'),  and  therefore  it  was  that  they  refused  her  the 
rites  of  Clirisliau  hurial — 

“  Denied  the  charity  of  dust  to  spread 
O’er  dust !“ 

It  is  said  that  slie  was  even  refused  a  coflin,  and  buried  in  a  sack  ; 
till  an  English  gentleman,  hearing  of  this  brutal  bigotry,  inter¬ 
fered,  and  had  the  body  taken  up,  placed  in  a  coflin,  and  interred  re¬ 
spectfully,  though  not  in  consecrated  grouu<l.  But  liere,  we  believe, 
the  priests  have  been  charged  ^\  ith  what  was  really  the  eflect  of  tlie 
poverty  in  which  she  die<l.  In  most  Catholic  countries  on  the  Conti¬ 
nent  it  was,  and  still  is,  the  custom  to  bury  the  poor  w  itliout  coflin, 
shell,  or  shroud,  without  even  so  much  as  a  sack.  ('001118  are  reserved 
for  those  who  can  pay  for  tliem  ;  but  in  some  of  these  countries  (as 
all  through  tlie  south  of  Italy)  the  richest,  as  well  as  the  jmorest,  are 
consigned  to  tlie  grave  without  any  coflin  or  shell :  they  are  carried, 
imleeil,  to  the  place  of  interment  Ufion  trappings  of  the  most  gaudy 
kind,  but  nothing  of  all  this  is  buried  with  tliera,  the  bier,  the  mort- 
eloths,  and  every  thing  else  being  kept  to  serve  for  many  another 
occasion,  and  nothing  being  put  into  the  tomb  except  some  oid  clothes. 
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Notwithstanding  the  victories  of  Generals  Lake  and 
Arthur  Wellesley  in  1802-3,  a  fresh  Mahratta  war 
broke  out  in  1804.  The  great  chief  Holkar,  who 
had  remained  inactive  during  the  war  against 
Scindiah  and  the  Rajah  of  Berar,  and  who  had 
been  strengthening  himself  w’hile  they  had  been 
rushing  to  their  ruin,  suddenly  assumed  an  atti¬ 
tude  which  excited  alarm  or  suspicion.  Having 
refused  to  enter  into  an  amicable  negotiation, 
General,  now  Lord  Lake,  and  General  Fraser  were 
sent  against  Holkar.  One  or  two  hill-fortresses 
were  stormed,  a  skirmish  or  two  Avere  fought,  and 
then,  on  the  13th  of  November,  1804,  Holkar’s 
infantry  and  artillery,  strongly  posted  near  the 
fortress  of  Deeg,  in  the  midst  of  tanks,  topes, 
and  morasses,  were  entirely  defeated  by  General 
Fraser,  who  charged  them  with  the  bayonet,  under  a 
terrific  fire  of  round,  grape,  and  chain  shot.  Un¬ 
fortunately  a  cannon  ball  took  off  Fraser’s  leg,  and 
he  died  of  his  wounds  a  few  days  after.  The  num¬ 
ber  of  killed  and  wounded  in  his  small  army 
amounted  to  G43 ;  but  87  fine  pieces  of  artillery 
of  European  fabric,  well  mounted  on  field  carriages, 
and  furnished  with  every  requisite  apparatus,  Avere 
captured  ;  and  the  best  disciplined  part,  the  flower 
of  Holkar’s  army,  twenty-four  disciplined  bat¬ 
talions,  Avere  dispersed.  On  the  l7th  of  November, 
Lord  Lake,  after  a  rapid  and  brilliant  movement, 
surprised  and  thoroughly  defeated  the  Avhole  ca¬ 
valry  of  Holkar,  avIio  Avas  himself  in  the  field,  and 
had  great  difficulty  in  escaj)ing  from  it  after  the 
battle.  The  scene  of  this  affair  Avas  Furruckabad. 
The  Avar  Avould  have  been  finished  by  it  but  for 
an  alliance  Avhich  Holkar  contracted  Avith  the 
poAverful  Rajah  of  Bhurtpore.  On  the  1st  of  De¬ 


cember,'  1804,  Lord  Lake  having  resolved  to  re¬ 
duce  all  the  forts  within  the  Bhurtpore  territory, 
joined  his  army  to  the  forces  which  General  Fra¬ 
ser  had  brought  into  the  country,  and  wdiich  were 
now  commanded  by  Colonel  Monson.  The  fortress 
of  Deeg  was  garrisoned  by  the  troops  of  Flolkar, 
in  conjunction  with  the  troops  of  his  ally,  the  Ra¬ 
jah  of  Bhurtpore ;  it  was  well  furnished  Avith  artil¬ 
lery  before,  and  since  the  battle  all  the  pieces 
which  Fraser’s  army  had  not  taken  had  been  car¬ 
ried  Avithin  the  Avails  and  placed  in  battery.  The 
British  were  in  possession  of  the  town  and  all  the 
outworks  by  the  morning  of  the  24th  of  December ; 
and  on  the  morning  of  Christmas- day,  1804,  the 
Mahrattas  evacuated  the  citadel,  flying  in  a  panic, 
and  leaving  everything  behind  them.  Deeg  was  a 
tOAvn  of  considerable  size  and  importance,  and  had 
been  considered  as  almost  inaccessible  to  an  enemy 
during  the  greater  part  of  the  year,  from  its  being 
nearly  surrounded  by  lakes  and  marshes.  It  had 
been  a  royal  dAvelling :  it  had  massy  gatcAA'ays  and 
tall  towers  surmounted  by  very  heavy  artillery. 
But  the  importance  of  this  place  Avas  far  inferior 
to  that  of  the  celebrated  maiden  fortress  of  Bhurt- 
])ore,  which  stood  amidst  jungles  and  water  at 
the  distance  of  about  thirty  English  miles  from 
Agra.  On  the  1st  of  January,  1805,  Lord  Lake 
and  Colonel  hlonson  moved  from  Deeg  to  this 
Avell-defended  capital  of  the  rajah  ;  and  on  the  3rd 
the  British  took  up  their  encampment-ground 
for  the  prosecution  of  a  siege  Avhich  has  scarcely  a 
parallel  in  the  history  of  modern  India,  and  which 
Avitnessed  minings  and  explosions  of  unprecedented 
magnitude.  Lake  found  that  report  had  not  ex¬ 
aggerated  the  strength  of  this  place :  Bhurtpore 
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was  amazingly  strong,  botli  naturally  and  artifi¬ 
cially,  and  its  garrison  was  a  numerous  and  a  re¬ 
solute  army.  When  breaches  were  made,  several 
assaults  were  most  successfully  repelled  by  the 
Indians.  In  one  of  these  affairs  Lake  lost  nearly 
300  Europeans  and  200  Sepoys  :  the  enemy 
butchered  in  cold  blood  all  the  wounded  who  fell 
in  the  ditch  or  beyond  the  outer  wall ;  and  several  of 
Lake’s  best  officers  were  slain.  With  great  alacrity 
strong  stockades  were  formed  behind  the  breaches. 
No  progress  was  made  until  the  18th  of  January, 
when  Major  General  Smith  arrived  at  camp  with 
three  battalions  of  Sepoys  belonging  to  the  garrison 
of  Agra,  and  100  convalescent  Europeans,  who  had 
performed  a  march  of  fifty  miles,  by  a  circuitous 
route,  in  twenty-four  hours  ;  and  when  Ishmael 
Beeg  deserted  from  Flolkar  and  joined  the  English 
with  500  native  horse.  Better  advances  were  then 
made,  and  the  batteries  of  the  besiegers  renewed 
their  fire  with  greater  vigour.  By  the  21st  of 
January  a  very  wide  breach  was  effected  ;  but  the 
enemy,  fearful  that  their  guns  would  be  dis¬ 
mounted,  if  they  were  at  all  exposed,  drew  them 
behind  their  parapets,  and  kept  them  in  reserve  to 
pour  destruction  upon  the  English,  whenever  they 
should  advance  again  to  storm  the  place ;  and, 
lured  by  the  present  of  six  lacs  of  rupees,  and  by 
the  tempting  prospect  of  plunder,  Meer  Khan,  a 
great  chieftain,  who  was  then  in  Bundelkund, 
marched  with  all  his  forces  towards  Bhurtpore  to 
assist  the  rajah.  On  the  morning  of  the  21st, 
before  daybreak,  dispositions  were  made  by  Lake 
for  trying  another  storm.  Portable  bridges  had 
been  made  for  traversing  the  ditch;  but  the  head 
of  our  storming  column  found  that  the  enemy  had 
dammed  up  the  ditch  below  the  breach,  and  caused 
a  great  body  of  water  that  had  been  kept  above  it 
to  be  poured  in,  by  which  means  the  ditch  was 
widened  and  deepened  almost  instantaneously.  As 
the  portable  bridges  were  now  too  short,  and  as 
there  was  eight  feet  water  in  the  ditch.  Colonel 
MacRae,  who  commanded  the  column,  ordered  an 
instant  retreat,  although  some  of  his  people  had 
swum  across  the  water  and  had  even  mounted  the 
breach.  This  was  another  murderous  affair,  for 
during  the  whole  time  that  Colonel  IMacRae  was 
advancing  towards  the  walls,  or  hesitating  at  the 
brink  of  the  ditch,  or  retreating  across  open  ground 
towards  Lord  Lake’s  trenches,  the  enemy  kept  up 
a  heavy  fire  of  grape,  round  shot,  and  musketry, 
and  nearly  six  hundred  men  and  eighteen  officers 
fell  at  different  points  killed  or  wounded.  And 
when  this  was  over  Meer  Khan  from  Bundelkund 
appeared  in  the  rear  of  the  besiegers’  encampment 
with  clouds  of  cavalry,  partly  his  own  and  partly 
the  well  armed  and  mounted  people  of  llolkar. 
The  British  cavalry,  however,  held  these  forces  in 
check,  and  towards  night-fall  the  English  artillery 
dispersed  them,  and  killed  some  fifty  of  them  with 
the  galloper  guns.  Lake  had  commenced  the 
campaign  with  gigantic  material,  with  200  ele¬ 
phants,  2000  camels,  and  100,000  bullocks,  for 
carrying  grain,  eiiuipage,  and  baggage :  he  was 
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already  in  want  of  provisions  and  stores,  and  a 
convoy  of  12,000  bullocks,  loaded  with  provisions, 
was  anxiously  expected.  As  this  convoy  was 
guarded  only  by  a  small  body  of  matchlock-men, 
a  regiment  of  native  cavalry  and  a  battalion  of  a 
European  regiment  were  detached,  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  Captain  Walsh,  to  meet  it  on  its  way  and 
escort  it  from  Mutra  to  the  camp.  Walsh  joined 
the  convoy  without  any  difficulty;  but  on  the 
morning  of  the  23rd  of  January,  when  only  a  few 
miles  from  the  camp,  he  was  beset  and  attacked 
by  Meer  Khan  at  the  head  of  8000  horse.  Cap¬ 
tain  Walsh  retreated  into  a  large  open  village  with 
the  greater  part  of  the  convoy  intact ;  but  some 
of  the  bullocks  were  of  necessity  abandoned. 
Though  assailed  on  all  sides,  his  musketry  and  field- 
pieces  repeatedly  beat  off  the  assailants,  but,  two 
of  his  guns  getting  disabled,  the  enemy  made  a 
desperate  push  on  that  point  and  gained  possession 
of  part  of  the  village.  Walsh’s  guns  were  heard 
in  the  English  camp,  and  forthwith  Colonel  Need 
sounded  boot  and  saddle,  and,  wuth  an  English 
regiment  of  dragoons  and  a  regiment  of  native 
cavalry,  galloped  towards  the  spot.  The  Sepoys  in 
the  village,  on  perceiving  the  clouds  of  dust  which 
marked  Need’s  advance  across  the  plain,  set  up  a 
loud  and  joyous  shout,  and,  sallying  forth  upon 
Meer  Khan’s  guns,  they  carried  them  at  the  point 
of  the  bayonet  just  as  Need  arrived  with  his  two 
regiments  of  horse,  who  then  dashed  among  the 
Mahrattas,  and  put  them  to  flight.  Six  hundred 
of  the  Khan’s  people  were  left  dead  on  the  field, 
and  he  himself  escaped  with  the  utmost  difficulty, 
leaving  behind  him  forty  flags,  all  his  artillery  and 
tumbrils,  his  own  palanquin,  arms,  armour,  and 
splendid  attire,  and  flying  in  the  disguise  of  a  com¬ 
mon  soldier.  On  the  24th  another  detachment 
M'as  sent  from  the  camp  for  the  protection  of 
another  and  greater  convoy  coming  from  Agra, 
with  many  thousand  bullocks  carrying  grain,  and 
about  800  hackeries  laden  with  stores,  ammunition, 
18-pound  shot  for  the  battering  guns,  and  six  lacs 
of  rupees.  On  the  29th  Holkar,  the  Rajah  of 
Bhurtpore,  and  Meer  Khan,  having  united  for  the 
purpose  all  the  forces  they  could  collect,  threatened 
an  attack  on  this  rich  convoy  ;  but  Lake  had  sent 
out  a  second  detachment  to  meet  the  other  on  the 
road;  and,  although  the  convoy  was  repeatedly 
surrounded,  it  was  brought  into  camp  without  the 
loss  of  a  single  bullock,  for  the  rajah’s  infantry 
fled  on  the  first  appearance  of  the  second  English 
detachment,  and  the  cavalry  would  not  venture 
near  enough  for  a  real  attack.  xV  good  many  of 
the  latter  were  killed  in  the  jungle  by  grape-shot 
and  the  swords  of  some  of  our  dragoons. 

As  the  number  of  the  enemy  within  the  walls 
of  Bhurtpore  was  increased  rather  than  diminished, 
and  as  the  two  attempted  assaults  had  cost  so  great 
a  sacrifice  of  life.  Lake  resolved  to  proceed  with 
more  caution.  On  the  (3th  of  February  his  army 
changed  ground,  and,  after  clearing  the  vicinity  of 
the  enemy’s  cavalry,  which  still  came  round  about 
in  clouds,  he  established  a  strong  chain  of  posts. 
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and  then  leisurely  made  his  preparations  for  press¬ 
ing  the  siege.  Boats,  or  coracles,  made  of  wicker¬ 
work  and  covered  with  hides,  such  as  are  described 
by  Cmsar  as  used  by  the  ancient  Britons,  and  such 
as  are  still  seen  paddling  on  the  river  Wye  and 
other  Welsh  waters,  were  constructed  to  serve  as 
pontoons ;  and,  as  an  additional  means  of  crossing 
the  broad  deep  moat,  a  portable  raft  was  (made 
about  40  feet  long  and  16  feet  broad,  which  was 
to  be  buoyed  up  by  inflated  oilskins  and  casks. 
But  while  this  was  doing  in  front  of  Bhurtpore 
Meer  Khan  wheeled  round  with  his  flying  horse, 
rushed  into  the  Dooab,  and  invaded  the  Company’s 
own  territories,  being  accompanied  or  followed  by 
clouds  of  Pindarries,  the  freebooters  -and  moss¬ 
troopers  of  India,  who  made  war  solely  for  the 
purpose  of  plunder.  The  Rajah  of  Bhurtpore  had 
calculated  that  this  unexpected  invasion  would 
induce  Lord  Lake  to  raise  the  siege ;  but  his  lord- 
ship  merely  detached  Major-General  Smith  with  a 
part  of  his  cavak)-,  and  with  the  horse  artillery,  and 
continued  his  operations  as  before.  Smith  exe¬ 
cuted  the  duty  entrusted  to  him  with  spirit  and 
rapidity,  and  with  complete  success,  crossing  and 
recrossing  the  Jumna  and  the  Ganges,  and  plung- 
ino:  throuaih  other  streams  which  intersected  the 
country,  climbing  lofty  mountains,  the  off-shoots 
of  the  stupendous  Himalaya  chain,  and  making 
marches  which  were  never  surpassed  by  any  army. 
The  burning  villages  and  the  wasted  country 
showed  him  the  way  which  Meer  Khan  had  taken. 
He  came  up  with  that  chieftain  on  the  afternoon 
of  the  1st  of  March,  near  the  town  of  Afzulghur, 
and  routed  him  with  great  loss.  The  khan’s 
principal  officers  were  killed  or  captured,  and  a 
band  of  stout,  hardy,  and  brave  Patans,  the  pride 
of  his  army,  were  literally  cut  to  pieces  on  the  field 
of  battle,  for  they  would  neither  fly  nor  surrender. 
Meer  Khan  went  off  like  the  wfind,,  evacuating  the 
Company’s  territories,  and  recrossing  the  Ganges 
with  a  very  diminutive  force.  General  Smith, 
after  restoring  order  to  the  country,  returned  to 
Bhurtpore,  the  point  from  which  he  had  started. 
His  chase  had  lasted  him  a  month,  during  which 
he  had  ridden  over  700  miles  of  the  roughest 
country.*  If  the  energy  and  activity  of  our  Indian 
armies  had  been  infused  into  the  armies  of  Europe 
that  were  contending  with  the  French,  or  if  the 
British  government  had  learned  from  them  the 
reliance  which  might  be  placed  on  the  English 

*  Major  Thorn,  who  had  accoinx)anicd  Oeueral  Smith  on  these 
flyinj*  marches,  says,  “  The  detachment  after  this  expedition  was 
somewhat  the  worse  for  wear;  but,  though  many  of  the  horses  [were 
completely  knocked  up,  the  state  of  the  whole  was  far  better  than 
what  might  have  been  rea.sonably  expected.  It  merits  remark,  that 
the  Bengal  cavalry,  throughout  the  campaign,  endured  trials  and 
hardships  almost  siirpassing  conception.  Independent  of  their  previ¬ 
ous  long  marches  np  to  Delhi,  they  had  pursued  Ilolkar  closely  for 
above  500  miles,  till  they  overtook  him  and  completed  his  overthrow 
at  the  battle  of  Furruckabad,  shortly  after  which  they  were  called  off 
unexpt^ctedly  to  the  chase  of  Meer  Khan,  whom  they  followed 
through  all  his  doublings  and  windings,  over  rivers  of  great  magni¬ 
tude,  and  to  the  mountains  of  Kemaoij,  from  whence  he  was  forced 
back,  discomfited  and  abandoned  by  the  hardiest  of  his  followers.  In 
this  fatiguing  course,  the  most  harassing  part  which  we  had  to  undergo 
consisted  in  our  nocturnal  marches,  which,  continuing  night  after  night 
through  the  whole  month,  proved  exceedingly  distressing  to  man  and 
bea&t,  in  depriving  them  of  that  natural  rest  which  tliey  sought  in 
vain  during  the  heat  of  the  day.” — Memoir  of  the  IVar  in  India,  con- 
ducted  by  General  Loi’d  Lake,  &c. 
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soldier,  and  had  thrown  at  once  upon  one  proper 
part  of  the  European  continent  a  force  deserving 
of  the  name  of  au  army,  the  career  of  Bonaparte 
might  have  been  checked  as  early  as  1805  or 
1806. 

During  the  absence  of  General  Smith  Lord 
Lake  had  been  joined  by  a  division  of  the  Bombay 
army,  under  Major-General  Jones.  This  division, 
consisting  only  of  four  battalions  of  Sepoys,  one 
entire  British  regiment,  and  eight  companies  of 
another,  a  troop  of  Bombay  cavalry,  500  native 
irregular  horse,  and  a  few  field-pieces,  had  made 
another  dashing  and  extraordinary  march,  having 
traversed  the  whole  of  Malwa,  and  having  pene¬ 
trated  through  the  very  heart  of  the  Mahratta  em- 
I)ire,  including  the  hereditary  dominions  of  Holkar 
and  Scindiah.  Notwithstanding  this  reinforce¬ 
ment,  however.  Lord  Lake  found  that  to  take 
Bhurtpore  by  storm  or  by  siege  was  no  easy  work. 
When  wider  breaches  were  made,  and  when 
arrangements  were  being  made  for  a  fresh  as¬ 
sault,  the  rajah’s  people  unexpectedly  sallied  out 
in  great  force,  and  slew  a  heap  of  the  besiegers 
with  their  long  pikes  and  tulwars :  when  the 
assault  was  made  by  several  storming  parties  who 
were  to  rush  simultaneously  on  different  parts  of 
the  works,  some  fatal  mistakes  were  committed, 
the  Sepoys  lost  heart,  and,  after  being  enfiladed 
right  and  left  by  the  enemy’s  guns,  and  witnessing 
the  terrible  effects  of  a  mine  which  was  sprung, 
the  attacking  columns  retreated  with  a  terrible  loss, 
nearly  1000  Europeans  and  Sepoys  being  killed  or 
wounded.  One  of  the  attacking  columns,  however, 
gained  possession  of  eleven  of  the  enemy’s  guns, 
and  succeeded  in  carrying  them  all  off  to  the  camp. 
But  the  army  was  now  suffering  greatly  by  the 
want  of  supplies  of  every  description  the  cannon 
ball  and  powder  were  nearly  all  spent;  and,  there¬ 
fore,  on  the  very  next  day  Lake  ordered  a  fresh 
assault.  This  time  he  threw  the  whole  of  his 
European  force  and  several  battalions  of  native 
infantry  against  those  obstinate  and  fatal  walls. 
Some  of  the  English  soldiers  were  seen  driving 
their  bayonets  into  the  wall,  one  over  another,  and 
endeavouring  by  these  steps  to  reach  the  top  ;  hut 
they  were  knocked  down  by  logs  of  wood,  large 
shot,  and  other  missiles  from  above.  Others  at¬ 
tempted  to  get  up  by  the  shot-holes  which  the 
battering  guns  had  made  here  and  there ;  hut,  as 
only  two  at  the  most  could  advance  together  in 
this  perilous  climbing,  those  who  ventured  were 
easily  killed,  and  when  one  man  fell  he  brought 
down  with  him  those  Avho  were  immediately  be¬ 
neath.  Some  few  got  to  the  top.  Lieutenant 
Templeton,  who  headed  the  storming  parties,  was 
killed  just  as  he  had  planted  the  colours  near  the 
summit;  and  Major  Menzies,  who  had  followed 
him,  and  had  actually  gained  the  dangerous  emiii- 
eiice,  was  slain  as  he  was  cheering  on  his  men. 
And  all  the  while  the  enemy,  who  appear  to  have 
been  aided  by  some  French  artillerymen,  and  by 
men  who  had  studied  the  art  of  war  under  M.  Perron, 
kept  up  an  incessant  fire  of  grape-shot,  and  the 


202 


HISTORY  OF  THE  REIGN  OF  GEORGE  III, 


people  on  the  walls  continually  threw  down  upon 
the  heads  of  their  assailants  heavy  pieces  of  timber, 
great  stones,  flaming  bales  of  cotton,  previously 
dipped  in  oil,  and  pots  filled  with  gunpowder  and 
other  combustibles.  At  last  Colonel  Monson  gave 
up  the  case  as  hopeless,  recalled  the  storming 
parties,  and  returned  to  the  trenches.  This  time 
the  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  seems  to  have 
exceeded  1000  :  of  English  officers  alone  five  were 
killed  and  twelve  wounded.  In  Lake’s  several 
attempts  to  carry  the  fortress  of  Bhurtpore  by 
storm,  3100  men,  and  a  very  great  number  of 
officers,  had  been  killed  or  wounded.  His  lord- 
ship  now  converted  his  siege  into  a  blockade. 
His  guns,  which  were  nearly  all  blowm  at  the 
touch-hole,  Avere  withdrawal  (there  appears  to  have 
been  a  want  of  artillery  and  engineering  skill  and 
science),  detachments  were  sent  off  for  supplies  and 
for  fresh  guns,  and  parts  of  the  army  ivere  moved  to 
other  positions  to  block  up  the  roads  leading  into 
the  town — a  difficult  undertaking,  for  the  cavalry 
of  the  enemy  was  still  very  numerous,  and  Lake’s 
cavalry  was  absent  with  General  Smith,  who  had 
not  yet  returned  from  pursuing  Meer  Khan.  But, 
when  the  Rajah  of  Bhurtpore  saw  that  convoys, 
Avith  supplies  of  all  kinds  from  different  parts, 
and  battering  guns  and  ammunition  from  Fut- 
tyghur  and  Allyghur  Avere  arriving  daily  in 
camp ;  that  the  old  guns  Avhich  had  been  bloAvn 
were  repaired  and  rendered  efficient ;  that  he  had 
little  or  no  assistance  to  expect  from  his  allies, 
Holkar  and  Meer  Khan  ;  that  neAV  batteries  Avere 
erecting,  and  that  nothing  seemed  likely  to  shake 
the  determination  or  interrupt  the  perseverance  of 
the  British,  he  lost  faith  in  his  lucky  star,  and 
sent  vakeels  to  negotiate  for  a  peace.  But  these 
negotiations  Avere  suspended  by  the  re-appearance 
of  Holkar  in  great  force  about  eight  miles  to  the 
Avestward  of  Bhurtpore.  Fortunately,  however, 
at  this  moment,  the  British  cavalry,  Avhich  had 
been  pursuing  Meer  Khan,  arrived  at  the  camp  •, 
and  after  resting  a  few  days  it  marched  sdently 
out  by  night,  headed  by  Lord  Lake  himself,  Avho 
intended  to  beat  up  the  quarters  of  Flolkar.  But 
the  Mahratta  got  information  of  this  intended 
visit,  and  was  in  full  flight  before  his  lordship 
could  reach  the  spot.  Some  200  of  the  fugitives 
Avere  overtaken  and  slain,  their  camp  Avas  de¬ 
stroyed,  and  some  elephants,  horses,  and  camels 
Avere  captured.  Still,  however,  Holkar  lingered 
in  the  neighbourhood,  and  was  joined  by  Meer 
Khan  Avith  the  fragment  of  his  force,  as  Avell  as  by 
some  bands  of  Pmdarries,  Avho  rarely  lost  many 
men  in  action,  because  they  never  stayed  to  fight 
Avhen  they  could  gallop  aAvay.  This  accession  of 
force  seems  to  have  made  Holkar  careless  ;  for  on 
the  2nd  of  April  he  was  charged  in  front  and  on 
both  his  flanks  by  Lake’s  cavalry,  and  put  to  the 
rout  Avith  a  terrible  loss.  He  lied  across  the 
Chumbul  river  Avith  about  8000  horse,  5000  foot, 
and  20  or  30  guns,  the  miserable  remains  of  the 
great  army  with  Avhich  he  had  opened  the  cam¬ 
paign,  threatening  to  annihilate  the  British  do¬ 
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minion  in  Hindustan.  Some  troops  that  were 
advancing  to  his  succour  were  beaten  and  scattered 
by  a  British  detachment  Avhich  marched  out  of 
Agra.  Flolkar  then  fled  to  join  Scindiah,  who, 
notwithstanding  the  dreadful  chastisement  he  had 
received  at  the  hands  of  General  Wellesley,  and 
the  treaty  he  had  concluded  in  December,  1803, 
Avas  contemplating  a  renew'al  of  the  Avar  Avith  the 
English.  But  the  Rajah  of  Bhurtpore  was  in  no 
condition  to  Avait  the  effects  of  a  neAv  confederacy; 
and  on  the  10th  of  April  he  repaired  in  person  to 
Lake’s  camp  and  implored  for  peace.  This  Avas 
granted  by  Lord  Lake  upon  the  following  terms  : — 
1.  The  fortress  of  Deeg  Avas  to  remain  in  the 
hands  of  the  English  till  they  should  be  assured  of 
the  rajah’s  fidelity,  who  pledged  himself  never  to 
have  any  connexion  with  the  enemies  of  Great 
Britain,  and  never  to  entertain,  Avithout  the  sanc¬ 
tion  of  the  Company,  any  Europeans  in  his  ser¬ 
vice.  2.  He  was  to  pay  the  Company  by  instal¬ 
ments  twenty  lacs  of  Furruckabad  rupees,  and  to 
give  up  some  territories  which  the  Company  had 
formerly  annexed  to  his  dominions.  3.  As  a  se¬ 
curity  for  the  due  execution  of  these  terms,  he  Avas 
to  deliver  up  one  of  his  sons  as  a  hostage,  to  reside 
Avith  the  British  officers  at  Delhi  or  Agra.  Flaving 
received  the  first  instalment  of  the  money,  and  the 
hostage  required,  the  British  forces  broke  up  from 
before  Bhurtpore,  after  lying  there  three  months 
and  tAventy  days.  They  began  their  march  on  the 
21st  of  April,  Lake  going  at  once  in  search  of 
Scindiah,  Avho  had  expected  that  his  lordship’s 
army  would  be  utterly  ruined  before  Bhurtpore, 
for  the  losses  Avhich  it  had  sustained  in  that  siege 
had  been  reported,  Avith  due  exaggeration,  through¬ 
out  the  AA’hole  of  the  Mahratta  territory.  Scindiah 
and  Holkar  retreated  Avith  great  precipitation  to- 
Avards  Ajmeer;  and  several  of  the  Mahratta  chiefs 
came  and  joined  Lord  Lake,  Avho  found  more  re¬ 
liable  reinforcements  in  the  arrivals  of  some  divd- 
sions  of  British  troops  and  Sepoys  from  Bundel- 
kund  and  other  quarters.  At  this  juncture  the 
Marquess  CornAvallis  arrived  to  succeed  the  Mar¬ 
quess  Wellesley  as  governor-general,  and  began 
his  second  and  brief  career  in  India  by  pro¬ 
nouncing  sentence  of  condemnation  on  the  policy 
of  his  active  and  energetic  predecessor.  But 
Cornwallis  was  uoav  falling  into  the  second  child¬ 
hood,  and  his  attention  had  been  too  exclusively 
devoted  to  those  Avho  AA'ere  murmuring  about  the 
expenses  of  a  necessary  Avar,  and  sighing  for  the 
easy  happy  days  of  peace  and  of  full  treasuries  at 
Calcutta.  As  the  rainy  monsoon  approached  one 
part  of  Lake’s  army  found  sheiter  in  the  splendid 
but  decayed  palaces  of  the  great  Akbar  at  F'utty- 
poor  Sicree ;  another  part  quartered  itself  in  the 
remains  qf  the  palaces  of  the  ancient  Mogul  chiefs 
in  and  about  Agra  and  Mutra;  and  two  regiments 
of  British  dragoons  found  comfortable  lodgings  in 
the  immense  mausoleum  of  the  Emperor  Akbar, 
which  is  situated  about  seven  miles  from  Agra, 
tethering  their  horses  in  the  once  splendid  garden, 
and  eating  and  sleeping  and  pursuing  their 
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troopers’  sports  among  the  white  marble  tombs  of 
Akbar  and  his  family,  and  of  the  Mogul  Omrahs, 
those  mighty  men  of  old,  who,  could  they  have 
started  from  the  sound  sleep  of  the  grave,  would 
have  heard  sounds  and  beheld  sights  most  strange 
and  marvellous  to  their  ears  and  eyes.  The  men 
were  rough  dragooners,  without  the  slightest  pre¬ 
tensions  to  taste,  or  to  reverence  for  works  of  art 
and  antiquity;  but  they  had  the  English  feeling  of 
respect  for  the  dead,  and  they  offered  no  violence 
to  the  sanctity  of  the  tombs,  and  left  the  marble 
slabs  and  the  ornamented  Saracenic  arches,  the 
sculpture  and  carving,  and  the  mosaic  pavements, 
the  cupolas  and  minarets,  in  as  good  a  state  as 
they  found  them.  If  two  regiments  of  French  dra¬ 
goons  had  been  quartered  half  the  time  in  the  mau¬ 
soleum  of  Akbar,  not  a  tomb  w’ould  have  been  left 
unopened,  nor  an  Omrah  of  them  all  undisturbed ; 
hideous  and  obscene  farces  would  have  been  played 
with  the  skulls  and  rattling  bones  of  the  Mogul 
emperor,  and  his  wives  and  children.  If  we  are 
to  believe  their  own  writers,  intelligence  and  taste 
were  widely,  if  not  universally,  diffused  among 
the  French  soldiery;  but,  when  those  soldiers  got 
possession  of  some  of  the  splendid  Moorish  re¬ 
mains  in  Spain,  and  of  the  marble-lined  Christian 
abbeys  of  Alcoba^a  and  Batalha  in  Portugal,  they 
gave  no  sign  of  this  taste,  but  w'antonly  broke  and 
defaced  whatever  they  could. 

As  soon  as  the  w'cather  permitted,  the  Marquess 
Cornwallis  quitted  Calcutta  to  travel  to  the  upper 
provinces  and  there  confer  with  Lord  Lake  and 
others  on  the  best  means  of  terminating  the  war  ; 
but  at  his  advanced  age  he  could  ill  bear  the  fatigues 
of  such  a  journey  :  he  fell  sick  on  the  road  and  died 
at  Gazipoor  near  Benares,  within  three  months 
after  his  return  to  India.  According  to  his  own 
wish  and  command,  that  “  where  the  tree  fell,  there 
it  should  lie,”  the  marquess,  who  had  seen  so  many 
vicissitudes  in  the  west  and  in  the  east,  and  who 
had  narrowly  escaped  death  at  York-town  in 
America,  and  a  grave  on  the  bank  of  the  Chesa- 
])eake,  was  buried  at  Gazipoor,  on  the  banks  of 
the  Ganges.  The  government  then  devolved  pro¬ 
visionally  upon  Sir  George  Barlow,  who  was 
equally  anxious  for  peace,  although  he  differed 
from  Cornwallis  as  to  the  best  means  of  obtaining 
it.  Lord  Lake,  who  had  had  ample  experience  of 
the  faithlessness  of  all  Indian  treaties,  was  of  opi¬ 
nion  that  the  British  possessions  in  Hindustan 
would  never  be  secured  until  Scindiah  and  Holkar 
were  driven  beyond  the  Indus  and  the  Mahratta 
power  annihilated.  Scindiah,  who  received  some 
information  of  the  pacific  disposition  manifested 
at  Calcutta,  separated  his  forces  from  those  of 
Holkar,  and  entered  into  negotiations  with  Lieu¬ 
tenant-Colonel  (afterwards  General  Sir  John) 
Malcolm,  the  political  agent  of  the  governor-gene¬ 
ral  in  the  British  camp.  Plolkar  thereupon,  de¬ 
claring  that  he  had  no  other  estate  or  property  left 
than  what  he  carried  upon  the  saddle  of  his  horse, 
spurred  away  to  the  banks  of  the  Indus  to  seek 
fresh  allies  and  instruments  among  the  chiefs  of 
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the  Seikhs,  giving  out  that  he  expected  to  be 
jomed  by  the  hardy  and  warlike  tribes  of  Affghan- 
istan,  and  by  the  king  of  Caubul  himself.  He 
had  still  with  him  a  few  pieces  of  light  artillery 
and  some  rabble ;  and  in  the  country  to  the  north¬ 
west  of  Delhi  he  found  many  adventurers  quite 
ready  to  join  him.  He  eluded  Major-General 
Jones  and  Colonel  Ball,  who  marched  from  dif¬ 
ferent  points  to  intercept  him  on  his  line  of  route. 
This  induced  Lord  Lake  to  follow  him  himself 
with  the  cavalry  of  the  British  army  and  some  of 
the  best  of  his  infantry,  for  it  was  imperative  to 
prevent  his  calling  the  Seikhs  to  arms.  Saluting 
that  poor  shadow  of  a  grand  mogul,  the  aged  and 
blind  Schah  Allum,  as  he  passed  through  Delhi, 
Lake,  in  an  astonishing  short  time,  got  into  the 
country  of  the  Seikhs,  driving  Holkar  before  him, 
and  obliging  him  to  cross  the  Sutledjh.  The 
ameers  or  chiefs  of  the  Seikhs  assured  his  lordship 
that  their  intentions  were  pacific  :  and  so  they  were ; 
but  so  they  would  not  have  been  if  Lake  had  allowed 
Holkar  any  rest  or  time.  Still  pressing  forward 
in  what  had  once  been  the  track  of  the  greatest 
general  of  the  gigantic  conqueror  Timur  or  Ta¬ 
merlane,  Lake  crossed  the  Sutledjh,  and,  skirting 
the  great  sandy  desert  which  stretches  from  the 
left  bank  of  the  Indus  to  within  100  miles  of 
Delhi,  he  plunged  into  the  Punjab,  or  the  country 
of  the  five  rivers.  On  his  way  he  was  joined  by 
Colonel  Burn,  who  had  brought  up  a  detachment 
from  Panniput  by  an  entirely  new  route,  and  by 
one  of  those  admirable  marches  which  so  often 
challenge  admiration  in  these  far-extended  cam¬ 
paigns.  And  then,  still  pressing  onw'ards,  and 
pointing  the  heads  of  his  columns  towards  the 
spot  where  the  Macedonian  conqueror  stayed  his 
advance  and  turned  back  from  the  inauspicious 
gods  of  India,  Lakejreached  the  banks  of  the  Hy- 
phasis  (now'  the  Beeah  or  Beas),  the  boundary  of 
Alexander  the  Great’s  conquest,  where  his  Greeks 
had  erected  tw'elve  massive  altars  as  a  memorial. 
The  British  standard  waved  majestically  over  those 
waters,  and  the  British  troojjs  eyed  themselves  in 
the  same  clear  mirror  which  had  reflected  the  Ma¬ 
cedonian  phalanges  more  than  two  thousand  one 
hundred  years  ago.  The  scenery  around  was  as 
>  sublime  as  the  recollections.  In  the  extreme  dis¬ 
tance,  from  north  to  east,  towered  the  snowy  ridge 
of  old  Imaus  (a  part  of  the  Himalaya),  whose 
loftiest  peak  exceeds  the  highest  of  the  Andes  by 
thousands  of  feet.  The  fleecy  softness  of  this  most 
faint  and  irregular  outline  rested  upon  immense 
masses  of  nearer  mountains ;  still  nearer  were 
rugged  eminences  and  pine-clad  hills  sloping  down 
to  a  fine  undulating  country  of  hill  and  dale,  co¬ 
vered  with  luxuriant  vegetation,  enlivened  by 
numerous  villages,  dotted  with  temples,  pagodas, 
tombs,  and  ruins,  and  bounded  by  the  noble  river 
Avhich  flowed  immediately  before  the  English  army 
on  its  way  to  join  the  Indus  and  the  ocean.  Many 
thousands  of  the  native  inhabitants  collected  on 
the  opposite  bank  of  the  Hyphasis  to  gaze  upon 
our  troops ;  but,  as  here,  as  during  the  whole 
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march,  the  strictest  discipline  had  been  observed, 
and  no  wrongs  offered  to  the  people,  these  asto¬ 
nished  spectators  soon  drew  nearer,  and,  mixing 
with  the  bazaar  of  the  army,  agreed  to  bring  in 
supplies  of  fruits,  vegetables,  and  other  commo¬ 
dities.* 

Holkar  at  this  time  lay  encamped  at  a  place 
about  midway  between  Lord  Lake’s  camp  on  the 
Hyphasis  and  Lahore,  the  capital  of  the  Seikhs  on 
the  Ravee  or  Hydraotes  (another  of  Alexander’s 
rivers).  In  two  days  and  nights  of  his  forced 
marches  Lake  could  have  reached  the  spot  and 
have  annihilated  him  if  he  had  stayed  to  fight; 
and  if  Holkar  had  continued  his  flight,  which  it  is 
almost  certain  he  would  have  done,  in  four  days  he 
would  have  been  driven  beyond  the  Hydraotes. 
But  before  this  Sir  George  Barlow  had  concluded 
a  peace  with  Scindiah,  and  had  sent  Lord  Lake 
instructions  not  only  to  treat  with  Holkar,  but  also 
to  grant  him  very  favourable  terms ;  and  the  chief 
of  Lahore  and  of  the  whole  Seikh  confederacy, 
having  called  a  great  council,  which  unanimously 
agreed  to  withhold  all  aid  from  Holkar,  and  to 
interpose  as  mediators,  as  the  best  means  of  getting 
rid  both  of  the  Mahrattas  and  of  the  English,  sent, 
on  the  IQth  of  December,  a  vakeel  to  the  British 
camp.  The  negotiations  were  neither  long  nor 
difficult,  though  they  must  have  been  painful  to 
his  lordship,  for  he  was  bound  by  his  instructions 
to  reinstate  Holkar  not  only  in  his  own  dominions, 
from  which  he  had  been  driven,  and  which  he  had 
deserved  to  forfeit,  but  also  to  put  him  in  possession 
•  'rUoru,  Memoir  of  the  War,  iSc. 


of  territory  to  which  it  was  believed  he  never  had 
any  right.  In  conformity  with  the  new  system  of 
policy  which  had  been  adopted  of  abandoning  all 
connexion  with  the  petty  states,  and,  generally, 
with  the  territories  to  the  westward  of  the  Jumna, 
and  of  making  the  Jumna  the  boundary  of  the 
British  possessions.  Lord  Lake  was  instructed  to 
dissolve  the  defensive  alliances  which  we  had  con¬ 
tracted  with  the  Rajah  of  Gyporeand  other  inferior 
powers  who  had  rendered  essential  services  to  his 
lordship,  and  who  looked  upon  their  ruin  at  the 
hand  of  the  Mahrattas  as  an  inevitable  conse¬ 
quence  of  their  being  abandoned  by  the  English. 

Although  Holkar  sent  his  own  vakeel  to  the 
British  camp,  and  although  that  negotiator  agreed 
to  the  conditions,  which  w'cre  immeasurably  more 
favourable  than  he  had  any  right  or  reason  to  ex¬ 
pect,  Holkar  withheld  the  ratification  of  the  treaty, 
and  had  recourse  to  many  objections  and  evasions. 
But  Lord  Lake  told  the  Mahratta’s  vakeel  that,  if 
the  papers  were  not  ])resented  duly  signed  within 
tw'o  days,  he  would  cross  the  Hyphasis  and  con¬ 
tinue  his  march  against  Holkar.  And,  to  give 
more  effect  to  this  threat,  his  lordship  marched  his 
army  down  the  left  bank  of  the  river  to  a  ford  or 
l)assage,  and  made  his  preparations  for  crossing 
over.  This  was  on  the  5th  of  January  (1806), 
and  in  the  afternoon  of  the  Ith  the  treat}',  pro¬ 
perly  ratified,  was  presented  to  Lord  Lake  with 
great  ceremony. 

Having  gratified  and  in  part  terrified  the  Seikhs 
(they  arc  said  at  the  sight  to  have  blessed  their 
stars  that  they  had  not  joined  Holkar  and  gone  to 
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war  with  the  English)  with  a  brilliant  review  on 
the  banks  of  the  Hyphasis,  and  with  showing  them 
some  of  the  efl'ects  produced  by  our  horse  artillery, 
Lake  struck  his  tents,  and  retraced  his  steps  to¬ 
wards  Delhi.* 

By  the  treaty  with  Scindiah,  which  was  concluded 
and  signed  on  the  23rd  of  November,  the  treaty 
of  Surjee  Anjengaum  made  by  General  Wellesley 
was  generally  confirmed  ;  but  with  this  exception, 
that  the  Company  explicitly  refused  to  acknowledge 
the  right  of  Scindiah  to  any  claims  upon  Gwalior 
and  Gohud,  though,  from  friendly  considerations, 
it  was  agreed  to  cede  to  him  Gwalior  and  certain 
portions  of  Gohud.  In  case  of  any  breach  these 
said  territories  were  to  be  resumed  by  the  Com¬ 
pany.  The  river  Chumbul  was  to  be  the  boundary 
line.  Scindiah  renounced  certain  jaghires  and 
pensions  which  had  been  granted  to  some  of  his 
officers  by  the  preceding  treaty,  and  w'hich  amounted 
to  fifteen  lacs  of  rupees  annually ;  but  the  Com¬ 
pany  granted  to  Scindiah  personally  an  annual 
jiension  of  four  lacs,  and  assigned,  within  the  Bri¬ 
tish  territories  in  Hindustan,  a  jaghire  worth  two 
lacs  to  his  wife,  and  a  jaghire  worth  one  lac  to  his 
daughter.  The  Company  further  engaged  not  to 
interfere  with  any  settlement  or  treaty  which  Scin¬ 
diah  might  make  with  his  tributary  chiefs  in 
Mewar  and  Marwar,  and  not  to  interfere  in  any 
respect  with  the  conquests  he  had  made  betw^een 
the  rivers  Chumbul  and  Taptee.  Scindiah  agreed 
not  to  entertain  any  Europeans  in  his  service  with¬ 
out  the  consent  of  the  British  government,  and  to 
dismiss  from  his  service  and  his  councils  for  ever 
his  turbulent  father-in-law  Surjee-Row-Gautka, 
who  had  offered  many  insults  and  injuries  to  the 
English,  and  who  was  generally  believed  to  have 
driven  his  son-in-law  into  the  late  hostility.  Hol- 
kar  was  to  be  admitted  into  this  treaty,  and  was 
to  obtain  restitution  of  territory,  &c.,  provided  his 
conduct  should  be  such  as  to  satisfy  the  English  of 
his  amicable  intentions  towards  them  and  their 
allies. 

By  the  treaty  with  Holkar,  which,  as  we  have 
seen,  was  not  ratified  until  the  7th  of  January, 
1806,  that  chief  renounced  all  claims  upon  any 
territories  lying  on  the  northern  or  English  side 
of  the  Chumbul,  upon  Poonah  and  Bundelkund 
(a  renunciation  which  greatly  affected  his  interests 
and  his  pride),  and  all  claims  whatsoever  upon 
the  British  government  and  its  allies.  He  bound 
himself  never  to  admit  Surjee-Row'-Gautka  into 
his  service,  and  never  to  molest  the  territories  of 
the  Company  or  of  its  allies.  But  the  Company 
agreed  to  restore,  eighteen  months  after  the  conclu¬ 
sion  of  this  treaty,  Chandore,  Galnauh,  and  other 
forts  and  districts  south  of  the  Taptee  and  Goda- 
very,  belonging  to  the  Holkar  family,  provided 

*  Lord  Dike  quitted  Ids  command  in  India  in  Fetmiary,  1807, 
leaving  lieldiid  1dm  a  high  and  well-merited  reputation,  togetlier  with 
most  affection.ate  remembrances.  He  appears  to  have  had  .almost 
every  one  ol’  the  good  qualities  of  a  llritish  officer  and  a  gentleman. 
He  died  on  the  21st  of  February,  1808,  in  the  sixty-fourtli  year  of  his 
age,  and  iust  six  months  previous  to  the  death  of  his  beloved  aud 
affectionate  son  and  gallant  companion  in  arms.  Colonel  Ceorge  L,ake, 
who,  after  sharing  in  the  toils  ami  dangers  of  his  father’s  brilliant 
Indian  campaigns,  fell  in  Portugal. 


that  chief  fulfilled  his  engagements,  and  remained 
in  a  friendlv  attitude.  He  was  to  be  allowed  to 
return  immediately  from  beyond  the  Hyphasis  and 
the  country  of  the  Seikhs  into  Hindustan,  but  by  a 
route  prescribed  to  him,  by  which  he  would  avoid 
injuring  the  territory  of  the  Company  and  its  allies.* 

The  negotiation,  in  its  kind,  was  far  from  being 
so  good  as  the  war,  in  its  kind  ;  and  the  new  po¬ 
licy  which  was  adopted  was  soon  found  to  be 
impracticable.  If  the  British  had  never  crossed 
the  Jumna  and  the  Chumbul,  and  had  never 
formed  alliances  and  connexions  in  the  countries 
beyond  those  rivers,  there  might  have  been  a 
temporary  but  very  brief  chance  of  success  for  this 
new  system ;  but  after  the  campaigns  they  had 
made,  and  the  connexions  they  had  formed,  there 
remained  not  the  shadow  of  a  ehance ;  nor  could 
the  experiment  be  tried,  or  such  treaties  concluded, 
without  diminution  of  credit  and  character — with¬ 
out  a  wound  indicted  upon  that  moral  force 
which  must  ever  be  our  greatest  force  in  India. 
With  neighbours  like  the  IMahrattas  and  their  al¬ 
lies,  the  predatory  Pindarries,  there  could  not  be 
any  lasting  peace  in  Hindustan,  nor  any  perma¬ 
nent  security  to  the  Company’s  frontiers.  By 
renouncing  our  connexions  beyond  the  two  rivers, 
we  threw  our  peaceful  allies  into  the  arms  of 
Scindiah  and  Holkar,  or  left  them  exposed  to  the 
rapacity,  vengeance,  and  tyranny  of  those  chiefs  : 
we  brought  the  Mahratta  confederacy  to  press  di¬ 
rectly  upon  our  own  territory — we  knocked  down 
the  out-works  and  bulwarks  to  the  rich  countries 
which  were  beginning  to  thrive  and  grow  happy 
under  our  dominion.  As  Lord  Lake,  Sir  John 
Malcolm,  and  every  other  enlightened  man  in  In¬ 
dia  (whose  eyes  were  not  distracted  by  the  pros¬ 
pect  of  a  present  saving  of  money)  had  clearly 
foreseen,  these  treaties,  with  their  concessions  and 
renunciations,  gave  only  a  transitory  calm  to  the 
country.  But  the  campaigns,  we  repeat,  had  been 
conducted  in  a  glorious  style  •  the  reports  of  them 
in  England  came  opportunely  to  revive  the  spirit 
of  the  nation — a  nation  which  had  little  to  fear, 
when  it  could  breed  and  send  forth  such  men  as 
fought  with  Nelson  at  Trafalgar,  and  marched  and 
fought  with  Wellesley  and  Lake  in  Hindustan. 

a.d.  1806. — Parliament  was  appointed  to  meet 
on  the  21st  of  January.  Pitt’s  government  had 
never  been  so  weak  as  now,  and  the  uneasiness 
of  the  king  seemed  to  threaten  another  return  of 
his  distressing  and  incapacitating  malady.  The 
health  of  the  premier  had  been  visibly  affected  be¬ 
fore  the  close  of  the  preceding  session.  In  the 
autumn  he  repaired  to  Bath ;  but  the  sanatory 
effect  of  those  waters,  and  that  genial  air,  was 
])revented  by  the  dismal  news  of  tlie  surrender  of 
Ulm,  of  the  battle  of  Austerlitz,  and  of  Austria’s 
seceding  from  the  coalition ;  and  these  calamities 
on  the  Continent  appear  to  have  assumed  such  a 

*  Sir  John  Malcolm,  Sketch  of  the  Political  History  of  Indi.i.  Sir 
John  w.as  himself  the  negotiator  amt  agent  in  all  these  transactions 
Ilut  grieved  would  he  have  been  to  take  the  resvonsibility  ot  a  ilq.lo- 
maey  which  had  been  imi>osed  upon  him  liy  Sir  George  barlow,  ana 
of  which,  in  nearly  every  particular,  he  disapproved. 
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magnitude  in  his  e3’esas  almost  to  blind  him  to  the 
gain,  glor\’,  and  triumph  of  Trafalgar.  He  came 
up  to  town  as  the  meeting  of  Parliament  ap¬ 
proached  ;  hut  he  was  too  ill  to  attend  to  much 
business,  and  on  the  appointed  da\',  when  the 
Houses  met,  he  was  lying  in  a  dying  state  at  his 
country-house  at  Putney.  The  royal  speech  was 
delivered  not  by  the  king  in  ])erson,  but  by  com¬ 
mission.  It  dwelt  upon  our  great  naval  successes, 
and  attempted  to  alleviate  regret  for  the  disasters 
of  our  continental  allies  with  the  assurances  the 
Russian  Emperor  bad  given,  that  he  would  adhere 
to  his  alliance  with  Great  Britain,  It  mentioned 
the  application  to  the  public  service  of  1,000,000/. 
out  of  the  droits  of  admiralty  accruing  and  be¬ 
longing  to  the  crown,  but  which  his  majesty  gave 
up  ;  and  it  asserted,  with  rather  more  point  than 
truth,  that  nothing  had  been  left  undone  to  sustain 
the  efforts  of  our  allies.  It  was  upon  this  last  point 
that  the  opposition  determined  to  make  their  stand, 
and  amendments  were  read  in  both  Houses  ;  but 
they  were  not  moved  in  consequence  of  the  in¬ 
telligence  received  from  Putney.  Two  days 
after  the  meeting  of  Parliament,  or  on  the 
23rd  of  Januarv,  Pitt  expired  in  the  47th  year 
of  his  age.*  On  the  24th  hlr.  Lascelles  gave 
notice  that  he  should,  on  Monday  next,  bring  for- 

•  Onthe2lst  of  January  Horner  ■writes  from  the  gallery  of  the 
House  of  Commons: — “'Ihe  increased  illness  of  Pitt  is  the  point 
uhicli  at  present  occupies  every  one's  feelings  and  attention  ;  for  no 
one,  even  with  all  his  party  antipathies,  or  >>  ith  all  his  resentment  /or 
the  mischiefs  which  have  been  brought  upon  the  country,  can  be  insen¬ 
sible  to  the  death  of  so  eminent  a  man.  In  the  place  ^^here  I  am 
sitting  now,  I  feel  this  more  than  seems  q\iite  reasonable  to  myself: 
1  cannot  forget  how  this  space  has  been  jiiled  tciUi  his  magnificent  and 
glowing  declamaium^  or  refect  with  composure  that  that fne  instrument 
if  Sound  is  probably  extinguished  for  ever.  You  observe,  I  speak  as  if 
he  were  already  dead.  The  physicians  at  first  suspected  that  his  dis¬ 
ease  was  sciirhus  pylori,  but  they  are  of  opinion  now  that  it  is  not  so. 
A  stomach  completely  destroyed  by  his  habits  of  living  and  labour, 
and  at  last,  1  suppose,  by  painful  anxiety  and  mortitication  of  mind, 
had  reduced  him  to  extreme  emaciation  and  debility.  He  had  been 
able  to  talve  no  sustenance  for  some  time  but  egg  and  brandy  :  on  Sa¬ 
turday  he  was  rather  better,  and  ate  some  chicken-broth  ;  but  in  the 
evening  he  became  worse  than  ever.  Wilberforce  had  gone  to  Putney 
in  the  morning,  but  could  not  see  him  :  he  had  a  conversation  with 
the  Bishop  of  Lincoln,  who  attends  him  constantly,  and  of  course 
knoN's  his  constitution  better  than  anybody.  He  said  to  \Vilberforce, 
tliat  he  looked  niKiu  it  as  a  hreaking-up :  this  Wilberforce  told  to  Ste¬ 
phens,  who  repeated  it  to  Brougham.  He  continued  \ery  ill  all  Sun¬ 
day :  yesterday  (Monday)  morning  Lord  Chatham  was  sent  for  Aery 
suddenly.  In  the  evening  1  met  young  Rose,  who  told  us  of  a  letter 
his  father  )iad  had  from  Sir  Walter  Feniuhar  (Put’s  physician), 
datini  seveu  o'clock  in  the  evening:  he  s;ud,  ‘  his  hopes  were  not  so 
gtioil,  but  he  did  not  quite  despair.’  This  was  the  first  time  Farquhar 
had  acknowledged  there  was  ilanger;  Dr.  Baillie,  and,  still  more, 
Reynolds,  juamounced  it  from  tlu*  first  a  very  bad  case.  I  have  heavil, 
since  I  into  the  gallery,  that  there  are  accounts  this  morning  of 

his  being  still  alive.  Ami  we  must  have  heard,  if  it  liad  btvu  all  over, 
for  Billy  Baldwin,  the  chronicle  of  the  day,  is  writing  his  name  at 
this  moment  fijr  his  seat.” — Letter  to  J.  .A.  Murray^  Esq.,  in  Mimuiirs 
and  Correspondence  of  Francis  liomer,  M.P.,  by  his  hwthcr  Jwonard 
HorncTy  Esq.  Horner,  i*n  starling  in  life,  had  attached  himself  to  the 
Foxite  parly;  and  at  this  lime  he  was  too  much  an  habitue  ami 
fondling  of  lIoUamMlouse  to  be  a  very  impartial  judge  of  the  merits 
t)f  Pitt-  But  he  w;is  a  man  of  a  kind  heart  aud  truly  amiable  nature, 
and  therefore  could  not  a\a)id  tlmse  feelings  in  the  gallery  of  tlie 
House  of  Commons  which  he  liriefiy  and  touchiugly  describes. 

Act'ording  to  Homer  the  illness  of  Pitt,  aud  the  belief  that  his  life 
was  de>paired  of,  was  not  the  only  reason  of  putting  off  the  moving 
of  the  amendment.  He  says  it  had  been  understood  tliat  the  Adding- 
touiaiis  were  to  co-operate  with  the  opposition;  that  iu  the  course*  of 
Mouda)  they  sent  notice  tliat  they  could  not  support  the  amendment  ; 
ami  that,  iu  cons<.‘queiiee  of  this  defection,  it  was  proluvhlv  deeme*! 
]'rudeul  iinl  to  push  a  division,  espi'cially  as  there  was  so  good  a  rea¬ 
son  for  i)osi]H>niug  t’ne  tliscusshm  for  a  few  days.  He  adds,  indeed, 
tliat  one  of  the  Foxiles  told  him  that  the  conUuclof  the  Addiiigtouiaus 
had  no  effect  in  ]»o>t^H)iiing  tlie  amendment;  but  we  confess  our 
doubts  as  to  this  fuel,  os  well  as  in  regard  to  Fox’s  delicaey  and  pathos 
aUmt  Pill’s  eonditioii.  Friendly  rejKirts  of  what  passed  at  iTivate 
meetings  are  not  to  be  accepted  as  coutradictious  of  Fox's  couduet 
uud  siK'eclies  iu  public. 


[Book  III. 

xvard  a  motion  on  a  subject  wbicb  had  caused  the 
greatest  grief  and  melancholy  throughout  the 
countrj’ — the  death  of  the  late  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer — in  the  confident  hope  that  some  sig¬ 
nal  mark  of  jnihlic  respect  would  be  shown  to  the 
memory  of  that  great  man.  It  is  difficult,  on 
this  occasion,  as  on  several  others,  to  reconcile 
the  conduct  of  Fox  with  his  reputation  for  magna¬ 
nimity,  generosity,  and  amiability.  Surely  it  be¬ 
hoved  him  to  he  the  first  and  the  most  eager  in 
showing  respect  to  the  memory  of  his  illustrious 
rival.  But  what  did  Fox?  He  rose  and  sug¬ 
gested  that  it  would  he  more  proper  for  jMr. 
Lascelles  to  postpone  his  motion  rtntil  after  the 
discussion  of  the  motion  proposed  hy  his  noble 
friend  (Lord  Henry  Petty)  for  the  amendment 
to  the  address,  which,  he  said,  naturally  claimed 
the  precedence;  and  he  requested  that  Mr.  Las¬ 
celles,  and  those  who  thought  with  him,  woidd 
consider  whether  the  motion  which  they  meant  to 
bring  forward  might  not  involve  points  the  discus¬ 
sion  of  which  would  more  properly  belong  to  the 
question  announced  hy  his  noble  friend — whether, 
in  fact,  the  motion  for  signal  marks  of  public 
respect  might  not  he  of  such  a  nature  as  many 
gentlemen  could  not  assent  to  without  a  gross  vio¬ 
lation  of  their  public  duty.  All  this  meant  that  no 
honours  should  be  voted  to  Pitt  until  the  House 
had  decided  whether  he  'had  or  had  not  done  all 
that  he  could  to  sustain  the  efforts  of  our  allies ; 
and  whether  he  was  to  blame  for  the  calamities 
which  had  befallen  the  Continent,  and  for  the 
great  and  manifold  distresses  which,  according  to 
the  opposition,  afflicted  England.  Now  this  de¬ 
bate  might  verj’’  possibly  have  been  prolonged 
night  after  night,  and  the  body  of  Pitt  might  have 
been  left  unhuried,  or  have  been  hurled  iu  a  vil¬ 
lage  churchyard,  before  the  House  could  get  to 
the  discussion  of  Mr.  Lascelles’s  intended  propo¬ 
sal,  that  he  should  he  interred  with  all  honours  in 
AVestminster  Abbey.  Was  it  magnanimous  thus 
to  deal  with  the  rival  of  so  many  years,  just  after 
the  breath  of  life  had  left  his  body  ?  Was  it  ge¬ 
nerous  to  aim  at  producing  charges  against  Pitt’s 
foreign  policy,  when  he  could  no  longer  raise  his 
voice  in  his  own  defence — to  provoke  the  bitter 
animadversions  of  party  over  an  unhuried  corjise  ? 
AVas  it  amiable  to  renew  this  strife  with  the  dead 
— to  grudge  the  last  honours  to  a  statesman  who, 
whatever  may  have  been  his  errors,  had  an  eleva¬ 
tion  of  mind  and  a  purity  of  intention  altogether 
aljove  the  suspicion  of  any  informed  and  en¬ 
lightened  person  ?  The  Commons  generally  were 
more  generous  than  Charles  Fox  :  they  were 
averse  to  the  production  of  the  amendment,  which 
was  heard  of  no  more;  aud,  on  the  Monday  he 
had  fixed  upon  (the  27th  of  January),  Mr. 
Lascelles  moved,  “  That  an  humble  address  he 
presented  to  his  majesty,  that  he  would  he  gra¬ 
ciously  pleased  to  direct  that  the  remains  of  the 
late  Right  Honourable  AVilliam  Pitt  he  interred 
at  the  public  expense,  and  that  a  monument  he 
erected  to  his  memory  in  the  collegiate  church  of 


CIVIL  AND  MILITARY  TRANSACTIONS  1806. 


207 


Chap.  L] 

St.  Peter,  Westminster,  -with  an  inscription  ex¬ 
pressive  of  the  irreparable  loss  the  nation  has  sus¬ 
tained  by  the  death  of  so  excellent  a  statesman.” 
This  was  opiiosed,  with  more  or  less  illiberal  heat, 
by  Lord  Folkestone,  Mr.  William  Smith,  the  Mar¬ 
quess  of  Douglas,  Mr.  Ponsonby,  Fox,  and  others. 
Fox  delivered  a  longer  and  more  passionate  speech 
than  any  he  had  spoken  for  a  long  time  past. 
Hawkins  Browne,  Sir  Robert  Buxton,  Lord 
Temple,  Ryder,  George  Rose,  Lord  Castlereagh, 
and  Wilberforce,  warmly  supported  the  motion, 
variously  expressing  their  astonishment  or  disgust 
at  the  disappointment  of  their  expectations,  that, 
on  this  solemn  occasion,  party  considerations 
would  have  been  buried  in  oblivion,  and  that  the 
proposed  honours  to  the  dead — to  the  unflinching, 
honest,  disinterested  statesman — would  have  been 
voted  unanimously.  Fox  and  his  opposition  per¬ 
severed  to  the  dividing  of  the  House  ;  but  the 
division  strongly  marked  the  superior  generosity 
of  that  assembly,  the  numbers  being,  for  Mr. 
Lascelles’s  motion  2.58,  against  it,  only  89.  And, 
at  this  moment,  few  doubts  were  entertained  of 
FYx’s  stepping  into  the  post  which  Pitt  had  va¬ 
cated  ;  and  if  Pitt  had  been  alive,  and  in  his  place, 
he  could,  on  no  question  whatever,  have  com¬ 
manded  more  than  a  very  slight  majority. 

Pitt  was  accordingly  interred  in  Westminster 
Abbey,  where  Fox  was  so  very  soon  to  be  laid  by 
his  side.  The  funeral  was  as  magnificeut  as 
heralds  and  undertakers,  and  a  numerous  attend¬ 
ance,  could  make  it.  The  royal  dukes  were  there ; 
and  the  Dukes  of  Montrose  and  Rutland,  the 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury  and  eight  bishops,  three 
marquesses,  a  host  of  lay  lords,  the  Speaker  of  the 
Flouse  of  Commons  with  about  100  members  of 
the  House,  the  Lord  Mayor  of  London,  and  a  num¬ 
ber  of  other  functionaries  and  dignitaries  followed 
him  to  the  grave,  his  banner  and  crest  being  sup¬ 
ported  by  Wilberforce. 

But  more  was  required  from  parliament  than 
the  vote  for  a  tomb  in  the  abbey.  Pitt  had  died 
pennyless,  and  had  left  debts  to  a  large  amount. 
George  Rose  concluded  from  the  beginning,  that 
the  only  means  of  discharging  these  debts  would 
be  through  an  application  to  the  House  of  Com¬ 
mons  ;  and  he  even  proposed  that  Wilberforce,  as 
one  of  the  dearest  friends  of  the  deceased,  should 
make  the  motion.  But  Wilberforce  was  of  a  con¬ 
trary  opinion,  thinking  that  the  money  might  be 
grudgingly  paid  by  the  people  at  large,  and  create 
a  feeling  injurious  to  Pitt’s  memory ;  that  such  a 
grant  might  become  a  very  dangerous  precedent, 
and  lead  to  sad  party  practices ;  that  the  late 
minister’s  rich  connexions  might  forego  their  claims 
for  money  lent ;  and  that,  considering  the  great 
number  of  affluent  men  who  had  been  connected 
with  Pitt,  and  some  of  whom  had  got  great  and 
lucrative  places  from  him,  it  would  not  be  difficult 
to  obtain,  with  perfect  privacy  and  delicacy,  a  sub¬ 
scription  adequate  to  the  purpose.  And,  infinitely 
to  his  honour,  Wilberforce  attempted  to  raise  the 
subscription,  and  offered  to  contribute  most  liber¬ 


ally  to  it.  Fie  wrote  out  a  list  of  sixty-three  per¬ 
sons  who  might  be  expected  to  contribute.  As  the 
bonif  fide  debts  (exclusive  of  those  due  to  rich  con¬ 
nexions  and  affluent  placemen)  owing  to  trades¬ 
people,  &c.,  amounted  to  40,000/.,  this  sum  equally 
divided  among  sixty-three  individuals  would  only 
have  required  from  each  of  them  635/. — a  sum 
inferior  to  that  rvhich  most  of  them  were  in  the 
habit  of  spending  annually  on  their  opera  boxes 
and  French  cooks.  Wilberforce  spared  no  im¬ 
portunity,  no  trouble ;  for  days  and  days  he  drove 
up  and  down  the  town,  calling  on  the  sixty-three 
elect,  and  writing  the  most  pressing  letters.  But 
sad  was  the  result !  “  Tried  many,  but  cold  in 
general,  except  attorney-general  (Spencer  Perceval), 
who  warm  and  generous  as  always.”  Perceval, 
though  having  a  large  family,  and  but  a  small 
fortune,  at  once  offered  1000/. ;  but  with  this 
honourable  exception,  and  witli  the  exception  of 
the  Thorntons,  and  a  friend  or  two  in  the  city,  it 
appears  that  not  one  of  the  rich  connexions  and 
affluent  placemen  offered  a  single  sixpence.  Nay, 
in  the  case  of  some  of  these  affluent  gentlemen,  a 
negative  of  generosity  was  accompanied  by  a  ])o- 
sitive  of  grabbing  and  money-griping.  In  the 
year  1801  these  noble  and  honourable  gentlemen 
had  clubbed  together,  and  had  raised  12,000/.  for 
Pitt,  w’ho  was  then  out  of  office,  beset  by  impatient 
creditors,  and  left  with  no  other  income  than  what 
he  derived  from  the  Cinque  Ports  sinecure ;  and 
each  of  them  now  wanted  to  get  back  liis  quota  of 
private  debt  and  personal  accommodation  at  the 
expense  of  the  country.  One  of  the  number  who 
owed  the  most  to  the  friendship  and  patronage  of 
the  late  minister,  unblushingly  proposed  that  these 
claims  should  be  added  to  the  tradesmen’s  bills, 
and  that  the  public  grant  asked  for  should  be 
52,000/.  instead  of  40,000/.  Wilberforce,  who 
was  one  of  this  class  of  creditors,  and  who  appears 
to  have  contributed  more  than  any  one  of  them  to 
the  12,000/.  loan,  solemnly  and  most  nobly  de¬ 
clared,  that  if  the  matter  were  proposed  in  parlia¬ 
ment  he  would  give  it  his  most  earnest  and  perse¬ 
vering  opposition.  The  degrading  project  was 
therefore  dropped  ;  but  the  infamy  of  the  man  who 
suggested  it,  and  the  meanness  of  the  men  who 
refused  to  subscribe  for  the  discharge  of  the  other 
debt,  will  not  soon  be  forgotten.*  There  are  said 
to  have  been  other  e.xhibitions  of  baseness,  upon 
which  we  love  not  to  dwell.  For  example,  it  has  been 
stated,  and  upon  good  authority,  that  no  sooner  had 
Pitt  breathed  his  last  than  his  last  lingering  friends 
and  attendants  hurried  from  the  House  to  look  after 
their  own  interests  and  worldly  affairs — that  this 
abandonment  was  so  complete  that,  on  the  evening 
of  the  day  on  which  he  died,  a  gentleman,  not  know¬ 
ing  of  the  event,  and  calling  to  make  inquiries,  found 
an  open  door,  a  deserted  house,  and  none  to  answer 
him,  and,  walking  through  the  silent  apartments  to 
the  minister’s  chamber,  saw  the  body  stretched  on 
the  bed  in  “  cold  obstruction,”  and  then  retraced 
his  steps  with  horror  and  dismay,  and  quitted  the 
•  Wilberfoice’s  own  Diary,  and  Lile  by  bis  Sons. 
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house,  and  that  too  without  seeing  any  one  except  a 
solitary  menial  who  had  come  up  from  the  kitchen. 

The  motion  for  the  grant  of  40,000?.  was  made 
hy  Mr.  Cartwright  on  the  3rd  of  February,  and 
was  carried  without  opposition.  In  private  as  in 
public  affairs,  Pitt  had  allowed  himself  to  be 
(dieated  and  robbed ;  but  never  had  a  minister  that 
ruled  the  country  for  twenty  long  years,  or  for 
a  half  or  a  fourth  of  that  time,  done  so  little  to 
enrich  himself  or  his  family — never  had  statesman 
and  dispenser  of  patronage  and  places  been  more 
indifferent  to  his  private  interests.  Even  in  that  long 
harangue  he  delivered  against  the  public  funeral, — 
and  which,  after  all,  was  more  a  criticism  on  the 
wording  of  an  epitaph,  the  inscription  to  be  put  on 
a  tombstone,  than  anything  else — Fox  himself  had 
confessed  that  no  minister  was  ever  more  disinter¬ 
ested,  as  far  as  related  to  pecuniary  matters  ;  that 
his  integrity  and  moderation  in  this  respect  were 
confirmed  by  the  state  of  his  affairs  when  he  died. 
“I  allow,”  said  Fox,  “that  a  minister  is  not  to 
be  considered  as  moderate  and  disinterested  merely 
because  he  is  poor  during  his  life  or  at  his  death ; 
but  when  I  see  a  minister  who  has  been  in  office 
above  twenty  years,  with  the  full  command  of 
])laccs  and  public  money,  without  any  peculiar  ex- 
travagaiice  and  waste,  except  what  might  be  ex¬ 
pected  from  the  carelessness  that  perhaps  neces¬ 
sarily  arose  from  the  multiplicity  of  duties  to  which 
the  attention  of  a  man  in  such  a  situation  must 
be  directed, — when  I  see  a  minister,  under  such 
circumstances,  using  his  influence  neither  to 
enrich  himself  nor  those  with  whom  he  is  by 
family  ties  more  particularly  connected, — it  is 
impossible  for  me  not  to  conclude  that  this  man  is 
disinterested.”  The  praises  which  Fox  bestowed 
in  the  same  speech  on  Pitt’s  Sinking  Fund  are 
not  likely  to  be  re-echoed  by  posterity  :  there  was 
much  in  his  home-policy  which  we  can  neither  ap¬ 
plaud  nor  approve ;  and  in  the  management  of  the 
war  and  affairs  on  the  continent  this  son  of  the 
great  war-minister,  Chatham,  committed  egregious 
and  most  lamentable  blunders ;  but  the  blame  was 
not  all  his ;  the  difficulties  of  the  times  and  cir¬ 
cumstances  were  enormous  and  unprceedented ; 
and  on  some  vital  points  he  will  ever  be  entitled 
to  the  character  which  Canning  gave  him,  of 
having  been  the  pilot  that  weathered  the  storm. 

“  Pitt,”  says  Wilberforee,  “  was  killed  by  the  enemy 
as  much  as  Nelson.”*  Hut  Melville’s  port  wine 
had  injured  his  constitution,  and  then  Melville’s 
impeachment  had  given  him  a  shock  from  which, 
as  we  firmly  believe,  he  never  recovered.  Wilber- 
force,  who  had  strenuously  joined  the  impeachers, 

*  “  I’oor  I’itt,  I  .ilmdst  liclicve  dieil  of— ii  broki'n  heart !  I^or  it  is 
only  due  to  Idtii  to  deelurc  tliat  tlic  love  of  ills  country  l)urned  in  liim 
with  .'IS  ardent  a  ilame  as  ever  warmed  tlie  human  bosom  ;  and  tile 
aoconiits  from  tlie  armies  struck  a  ileatli-ljlow  vvitiiin.  For  jier- 
sonal  imrity,  disinterestedness,  integrity,  and  love  of  ids  country, 

I  liave  never  known  liis  eiiual.  His  strictness  in  rcKiird  to  truth  was 
.istoiiishin-,  eonsiderin-  tlie  situation  he  had  so  ion-  tilleil.  Tlie  time 
and  circumstances  of  ids  dentil  were  jii'ciiliarly  allVctiiii;,  and  they 

dwelt  on  the  minds  of  the  peoide  in  London . I  renllv  never 

.enienits-r  any  event  prodiieini'  so  iiiueli  aiiieirent  feeliiif;.  Hut  Lon¬ 
don  soon  returned  to  its  I’aiety  and  j(iddiiiess,  anil  all  the  world  h.is 
been  for  many  days  liusied  atioiit  tlie  inlieiitanee,  before  the  late  pos¬ 
sessor  is  laid  in  his  (jrave.’’— /FiVftcr/ercp,  Letters. 
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was  anxious  to  disbelieve  this  fact,  and  appears  to 
have  duped  his  own  conscience  into  a  happy  in¬ 
credulity;  but  evidence  meets  us  on  every  side  to 
show  how  deeply  affected  Pitt’s  health  and  spirits 
were  by  the  blow.  Had  there  been  no  impeach¬ 
ment  of  Melville,  no  coalesced  opposition,  no  in¬ 
roads  made  upon  health  by  that  fatal  resort  to  the 
temporary  excitement  and  inspiration  of  the  bottle, 
Pitt  might  well  have  stood  the  calamities  of  Ulm 
and  Austerlitz,  particularly  as  the  battle  of  Trafal¬ 
gar  had  been  fought,  and  as  every  mail  from  India 
was  bringing  intelligence  of  a  victory,  with  en¬ 
couraging  proofs  of  the  capabilities  of  British 
troops. 

As  the  king’s  antipathies  to  Fox  were  undimi¬ 
nished,  an  attempt  rvas  made  to  patch  up  the 
ministry  which  Pitt  had  formed,  and  to  ])lace 
Lord  Hawkesbury  at  the  head  of  it.  But  Lord 
Hawkesbury  declined  this  dangerous  promo¬ 
tion.  It  was  whispered  that  the  king  then  tried 
Addington,  and  that  Addington  refused,  from 
a  sense  of  the  impracticability  of  forming  a  go¬ 
vernment  capable  of  resisting  the  coalesced  and 
formidable  opposition.  It  is  stated  as  a  certainty 
that  an  offer  was  made  to  the  Marquess  Wel¬ 
lesley,  who  had  just  arrived  from  India,  by  the 
remainder  of  Pitt’s  ministry,  and,  of  course,  with 
the  king’s  approbation,  to  take  the  lead  of  admi¬ 
nistration;  and  that  the  marquess  immediately 
and  distinctly  declined  it.  Nothing  therefore  was 
left  but  to  call  in  Lord  Grenville,  and,  as  Grenville 
was  pledged  to  the  Foxites,  or  to  the  principle  of 
a  comprehensive  ministry  with  “  all  the  talents”  or 
chiefs  of  different  parties  in  it,  the  king  w'as  at 
last  compelled  to  admit  Fox  also.  The  following 
arrangements  were  linally  settled,  and  were  an¬ 
nounced  to  the  public  on  the  4th  of  February  : — 
Lord  Grenville,  first  lord  of  the  treasury ;  Fox, 
secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affairs;  Viscount  Sid- 
mouth  (Addington),  lord  privy  seal ;  Earl  Fitz- 
william,  lord  president  of  the  council ;  Lord 
Howick  (Grey),  first  lord  of  the  admiralty ;  Earl 
of  Moira,  master-general  of  the  ordnance ;  Earl 
Spencer,  secretary  of  state  for  the  home  depart¬ 
ment  ;  Windham,  secretary  for  the  colonies  ;  Lord 
Henry  Petty,  chancellor  of  the  exchequer;  Erskine, 
lord  high  chancellor  ;  and  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot,  who 
had  been  created  Baron  Minto  after  his  return  to 
England  from  losing  Corsica,  had  the  patronage 
and  management  of  India  as  president  of  the 
board  of  control.  All  places  were  swept  clean, 
and  new  men  put  into  them.  So  sweeping  a 
ministerial  change  had  not  been  witnessed  for 
many  years.  Among  the  minor  appointments 
Sheridan  obtained  that  of  treasurer  of  the  navy ; 
and  even  this  place,  which  gave  him  no  seat  in  the 
cabinet,  appears  to  have  been  grudgingly  and  re¬ 
luctantly  bestowed  upon  him.*  Lord  Auckland 

*  Horner,  Mttier  iiinocenUy,  faneied  tlrnt  lliis  wasowin^'to  Sheridan's 
sad  IVaiUies  and  irref,nilarilies.  On  llie  29tli  of  January,  iiefore  tlio 
arranuemeiiis  were  coimdeted,  lie  writes  : — "Sheridan  is  very  little 
eoiisnlted  at  present;  and.  it  is  said,  will  not  li.ave  a  seat  in  the  ca- 
hinet.  This  is  a  distressing  necessity.  His  habits  of  daily  intoxica¬ 
tion  are  probably  considered  as  nnlittina  him  for  trust.  The  little 
thai  has  been  conllded  to  him  ho  had  been  running  about  to  tell ;  and 
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became  president  of  the  board  of  trade,  with  Earl 
Temple  for  vice-president ;  Earl  Temple  (who  had 
thus  two  places)  and  Lord  John  Townshend,  joint- 
paymasters  of  the  forces ;  General  Fitzgerald,  se¬ 
cretary  at  war,  &c.  &c.  The  law  appointments 
were,  Pigott  to  be  attorney-general,  and  Sir  Samuel 
Romilly  to  be  solicitor -general.  Law,  who  had 
been  made  lord  chief  justice  of  the  King’s  Bench 
and  created  Baron  Ellenborough  in  1 802  by  the 
Addingtonians,  was,  by  rather  a  startling  no¬ 
velty,  brought  into  the  cabinet.  He  had  been 
offered  the  chancellorship,  but  had  very  prudently 
declined  it.  The  Duke  of  Bedford,  whose  family, 
friends,  and  dependents  had  formed  an  important 
part  of  the  mosaic  opposition,  became  lord-lieu¬ 
tenant  of  Ireland.  This  ministry  was  comprehen¬ 
sive  enough;  but,  as  they  were  themselves  to  be 
the  judges  of  who  were  “  all  the  talents,”  it  was 
not  likely  that  they  should  look  for  any  among  the 
ranks  of  those  who  had  adhered  to  Pitt  to  the  last ; 
and  consequently  George  Canning,  the  brightest 
talent  of  them  all,  the  most  powerful  auxiliary- 
in  debate,  one  of  the  most  brilliant  men  the  coun¬ 
try  ever  had,  was  excluded,  or  chose  to  exclude 
himself.  From  the  ffrst  this  cabinet  carried  in  its 
construction  the  seeds  of  its  own  dissolution  :  no 
one  acquainted  with  public  affairs,  with  the  temper 
of  the  court,  and  of  parliament  and  the  country, 
believed  that  this  “motley  wear”  would  wear 
long ;  nor  would  it,  even  though  Fox,  the  real  but 
not  the  nominal  head  of  it,  had  not  been  carried 
so  soon  to  the  Abbey.  There  was  jealousy,  incom¬ 
patibility,  and  disagreement  between  Lord  Gren¬ 
ville  and  Charles  Fox.  Philip  Francis,  the  viru¬ 
lent  antagonist  of  Warren  Hastings,  and  who  was 
sighing  and  dying  to  be  Governor-general  of  India 
himself,  had  pretended  to  discover  that  the  Indian 
administration  of  the  Marquess  Wellesley  had 
been  of  the  most  ruinous  and  nefarious  kind  ;  and 
he  had  preluded,  by  various  violent  speeches  in 
the  House  of  Commons,  for  the  marquess’s  im¬ 
peachment.  Now,  Fox  wanted  to  back  Francis, 
and  Grenville  to  silence  him.  His  lordship,  at  the 
outset,  stipulated  with  Fox,  as  a  condition  of  their 
forming  an  administration  together,  that  the  accu¬ 
sation  of  the  Marquess  Wellesley  should  not  be 
made  a  cabinet  measure.  To  this  Fox  yielded ; 
but,  having  committed  himself  with  Warren 
Hastings’s  evil  genius,  and  having  spoken  in  the 
Commons  as  though  he  believed  in  the  charges 
which  Francis  and  a  madman  named  Pauli  said 
they  were  ready  to  substantiate,  he  refused  to  give 
Grenville  a  pledge  that  he  would  not  support  the 

since  Monilay  he  has  been  visiting  Sidmouth.  At  a  dinner  at  Lord 
Cowper’s  on  Sunday  last,  where  the  Prince  of  Wales  was,  he  got 
drunk,  as  usual,  and  began  to  speak  slightingly  of  Voil."— Journal,  in 
Memoirs  and  Correspondence.  Hut  Sheridan’s  inebriety  might  have 
been  overlooked  if  this  party  or  jumble  of  parties  coulil  have  trusted 
him  and  have  counted  on  his  liege  fidelity,  and  if  the  Foxites  could 
have  forgiven  him  his  sundry  offences  against  their  chief  and  idol. 
For  the  extra-amiable,  “  good-natured  man”  which  Fox  is  represented 
to  have  been,  and  for  a  party  who  claimed  a  character  of  ultra-libe¬ 
rality,  benevolence,  and  philanthropy,  these  .animosities,  spites,  and 
vengeances  were  rather  extraordinary.  I  n  saying  this  we  do  not  mean 
to  imply  that  Sheridan  ought  to  have  had  higher  promotion  and  a 
seat  in  the  cabinet;  we  merely  intend  to  state  what  were  the  real 
grounds  of  his  exclusion. 
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accusation  if  it  were  otherwise  brought  forward. 
There  were  numerous  other  grounds  of  divergency 
and  difference — in  foreign  policy  they  differed  toio 
coslo — but  this  alone  was  enough  to  prevent  har¬ 
mony  in  the  cabinet  at  starting.  Windham,  again, 
differed  both  with  Grenville  and  with  Fox  on 
many  essential  points  of  home  as  well  as  of  foreign 
policy ;  and  Sidmouth  differed  from  them  all  three. 
There  was  wanting,  too,  that  harmony  or  sympathy 
w’ith  the  court,  without  which  no  ministry  can  ex¬ 
pect  to  do  much  good,  or  to  enjoy  any  long  exist¬ 
ence.  The  king  was  indisposed  towards  Lord 
Grenville,  and  made  insensible  to  his  many  and 
high  merits,  private  as  well  as  public,  by  his  forcing 
Fox  upon  him,  by  his  determined  zeal  in  favour  of 
Catholic  emancipation,  and  by  a  certain  frigidity 
and  haughtiness  of  manner  which  reminded  him 
of  the  days  of  the  supercilious,  arbitrary  dictation 
of  Chatham.  Sidmouth,  who  was  opposed  to  the 
Catholic  claims,  who  professed  to  understand  the 
coronation  oath  as  the  king  himself  understood  it, 
and  who  had  an  humble,  quiet,  meek  manner,  and 
a  complying  disposition,  was  the  only  one  of  the 
heads  of  government  that  enjoyed  the  confidence  of 
the  king ;  but  this  confidence  was  soon  extended 
to  Lord  Ellenborough,  who  had  been  irregularly 
brought  into  the  cabinet  to  aid  and  strengthen  Sid¬ 
mouth.*  To  these  two  the  king  looked  as  the 
guardians  of  his  conscience — as  his  protectors 
against  innovations  in  church  and  state.  Sidmouth 
was  scarcely  considered  as  one  of  “  the  talents,” 
but  it  is  doubtful  whether  a  refusal  to  unite  with 
him  would  not  have  induced  the  king  to  try  seve¬ 
ral  experiments  ere  he  resigned  himself  to  Fox  and 
Grenville,  and,  with  Sidmouth  and  his  compact 
party  in  opposition,  “  all  the  talents”  must  very 
soon  have  fallen  from  their  “  pride  of  place.”  Be¬ 
sides,  too  many  talents  are  apt  to  produce  the 
effects  proverbially  attributed  to  too  many  cooks ; 
and  so  many  parties — Grenvillites,  Foxites,  Wind- 
hamites,  Lansdownites,  Addingtonians  or  Sid- 
mouthites,  &c. — brought  so  many  expectations, 
hopes,  and  pretensions  in  their  several  trains,  that 
it  must  have  been  found  hard  work  to  gratify  them 
all,  or  so  divide  the  patronage  of  government  among 
them,  as  to  prevent  their  quarrelling  and  splitting. 
They  had  no  general  political  creed ;  their  theo¬ 
ries,  like  their  interests,  lay  wide  asunder.f 

•  “  Lord  Sidmouth  wished  to  have  one  friend  introduced  into  the 
cabinet  with  him,  and  he  named  Lord  Buckinghamsliire ;  he  was  re¬ 
fused,  and  it  was  agreed  that  Lord  Ellenborough,  as  a  friend  of  Sid¬ 
mouth,  should  be  introduced  into  the  cabinet.” — Homer » 

“  Fox,  I  hear,  has  had  an  explanation  with  the  king,  assuring  him 

that  . not  only  friendly  to  the  House  of  Hanover  and  him, 

though  not  to  late  ministry;  but  also  that  he  would  not  bring  o^n  mea¬ 
sures  offensive  to  him — Catholic  question,  &c.  1  have  been  very 

anxious  about  Lord  Ellenborough.  Fox  &c.’s  doing.  Lord  Sidmoutii 
would  have  had  Lord  Buckinghamshire ;  but  the  opposition  said  they 
had  friends  of  equal  or  superior  preteusions,  who  in  that  case  must 
be  brought  forward.”— /^tVoer/orce. 

+  The  following  passage  was  not  written  by  a  very  friendly  pen,  yet 
its  general  truth  is  indisputable : — 

“  There  is  no  change  of  principle  (as  far  as  w'e  can  yet  judge)  in  the 
new  cabinet,  or  rather,  the  new  cabinet  has  no  general  political  creed. 
Lord  Grenville,  Fox,  Lord  Lansdowiie,  and  Addington  were  the  four 
nominal  heads  of  four  distinct  parlies,  whioJli  must  now  by  some  ch^ 
mical  process  be  amalgamated  :  all  must  forget,  if  they  can,  their 
peculiar  habits  and  opinions,  and  unite  in  the  pursuit  of  a  common 
object.  How  far  this  is  possible,  time  will  show ;  to  what  degree  this 
motley  ministry  can,  by  their  joint  iutbience,  command  a  majority  in 
the  House  of  Commons  ;  how  far  they  will,  as  a  whole,  be  assisted  by 

2  E 


210 


HISTORY  OF  THE  REIGN  OF  GEORGE  III. 


[Book  III. 


As  secretary  for  foreign  affairs  Fox  had  the 
management  of  the  most  important  and  the  most 
difficult  affairs  of  government.  As  he  had  been 
declaring  for  thirteen  long  years  and  more  that 
tlie  present  war  was  unnecessarj^,  that  its  origin 
was  as  iniquitous  as  its  conduct  was  imbecile,  he 
could  hardly  do  less  than  make  some  attempt  to 
bring  about  a  peace.  It  appears  too  that  he  cal¬ 
culated  somewhat  on  his  personal  influence  with 
Bonaparte,  and  on  the  pacific  professions  he  had 
made  to  him  during  his  visit  to  Paris.  He  had 
scarcely  been  ten  days  in  office  ere  a  Frenchman 
calling  himself  Guillet  de  la  Gevrilliere  stole  into 
England  without  a  passport,  and  by  letter  re¬ 
quested  an  interview  with  Fox,  stating  that  he  had 
important  communications  to  make  to  him.  Fox 
immediately  admitted  this  man  to  a  private  au¬ 
dience,  and  to  his  horror  heard  him  detail  a  plan 
for  the  assassination  of  the  Empe.roryif  the  French. 
This  seemed  to  Fox  an  excellent  opportunity  for 
opening  a  correspondence  with  the  French  govern¬ 
ment,  and  he  forthwith  wrote  to  Paris,  acquaint¬ 
ing  that  government  with  the  circumstance ;  and 
he  had  the  miscreant  (who  is  suspected  of  having 
been  sent  over  by  Fouche  or  by  Bonaparte  him¬ 
self)  detained  in  custody,  until  his  designs,  if  he 
really  entertained  them,  should  be  guarded  against. 
Talleyrand  immediately  acknowledged  the  receipt 
of  this  important  communication,  with  many  com- 
])liments  to  Fox — as  though  Pitt  or  any  other 
English  minister  would  not  have  entertained  an 
equal  horror  of  assassination.  The  French  minis¬ 
ter  for  foreign  affairs  had  placed  Fox’s  letter  under 
the  eyes  of  his  imperial  majesty,  who,  upon  read¬ 
ing  it,  had  said,  “  I  recognise  here  the  principles 
of  honour  and  virtue  of  Mr.  Fox.  Thank  him  in 
my  name,  and  tell  him  that,  whether  the  policy  of 
his  sovereign  cause  us  to  remain  yet  a  long  time 
at  war,  or  whether  a  quarrel  so  useless  for  hu¬ 
manity  have  that  speedy  termination  which  both 
iiations  ought  to  desire,  I  rejoice  at  the  new  cha¬ 
racter  which,  by  this  proceeding,  the  w'ar  has 
already  taken,  and  which  is  the  presage  of  w'hat 
may  be  expected  from  a  cabinet  whose  principles 
I  estimate  according  to  those  of  Mr.  Fox,  one  of 
the  men  best  formed  to  feel  in  all  things  what  is 
beautiful  and  what  is  truly  great.”  Ui)on  these 
empty  compliments  and  vague  expressions  Fox 
commenced  a  long  correspondenee  w'ith  Talleyrand 
for  the  purpose  of  obtaining — what  was  not  to  he 
obtained  from  Bonaparte  wuthout  leaving  him  the 
master  of  the  continent,  without  the  sacrifice  on 
our  part  of  all  public  faith — a  peace,  a  sure  and 
durable  peace.  In  his  first  letter  on  this  great 
subject.  Fox,  who  was  now  a  minister  and  not  a 
leader  of  opposition,  confessed  the  difficulties  which 
stood  in  the  way  of  negotiation  ;  that  the  treaty  of 

the  secret  infliienee  iind  power  of  tlie  crown;  wlietlicr,  if  not  so  sp- 
coinleit.  they  will  he  able  to  appeal  some  lime  hence  to  the  people, 
and  dissolve  the  pailiament.  All  these  and  many  other  (jnestions 
will  receive  very  dilVerent  answers  from  diflereot  spe'eulators.  lint  in 
the  mean  lime  it  is  self  evideiit  that  every  iiuUvidnal  will  he  ex¬ 
tremely  jealous  of  the  patroimee  of  his  in'ilividnal  department.” — 
J.i  ttcr  (diitijil  I'dli  I'phruiiri/,  IHOii)  /r«m  (Inirijr  liilis,  lisi].,  ta  /Fuller 
tScutt,  in  Jjvck/iart's  Memuirs  uj'lhc  Life  uftSir  //'alter  Scull. 


Amiens  could  not  now  be  taken  as  a  basis,  and 
that  England  could  not  think  of  consenting  to  a 
short  and  uncertain  truce ;  and  he  declared  that 
the  British  government  was  determined  to  keep 
faith  with  all  its  allies  on  the  continent,  and  to 
conclude  nothing  except  in  concert  with  the  Em¬ 
peror  of  Russia,  whose  armies  were  still  in  the 
field,  and  to  whom  England  vvas  bound  by  the 
closest  ties  of  alliance.  Now  Bonaparte  was  de¬ 
termined  not  to  admit  the  Emperor  Alexander  as 
a  contracting  party,  and  not  to  respect  any  of  the 
treaties  existing  between  England  and  the  conti¬ 
nental  powers  :  he  wanted  to  treat  with  Russia 
separately,  as  he  had  treated  vvith  Austria ;  and  as 
for  the  minor  powers,  they  must  submit  to  his 
will,  and  form,  as  the  majority  of  them  already  did, 
a  part  of  his  system.  Pitt  might  have  obtained  an 
uncertain  peace  upon  these  conditions ;  but  the 
conditions  were  too  dishonouring  and  dangerous 
to  be  entertained  for  a  moment  by  Fox,  wdio  must 
have  felt  at  once  how  much  easier  it  had  been  to 
blame  and  denounce  his  predecessor  for  continuing 
the  war,  than  it  was  to  obtain  such  a  pacification 
as  parliament  and  the  country  would  agree  to.  On 
discovering  the  determination  of  the  French  ca¬ 
binet  not  to  admit  the  Emperor  Alexander  either 
as  a  contracting  party  or  as  a  mediator,  Fox  ought 
to  have  broken  off  his  correspondence  ;  for  the 
continuance  of  it  could  only  dishearten  the  Russian 
army,  and  instil  into  the  Russian  cabinet  doubts 
and  misgivings  as  to  the  honesty  and  steadi¬ 
ness  of  the  English  cabinet:  but  Fox  continued 
to  write  long  letters  to  Talleyrand,  to  betray  an 
eagerness  for  entering  upon  negotiations,  which  the 
French,  in  spite  of  his  declarations  that  England 
itself  had  nothing  to  fear — that  her  resources  were 
as  abundant  as  ever, — attributed  to  a  terror  of 
Bonaparte  and  his  genius  and  power,  and  to  an 
inward  conviction  of  the  inability  of  England 
to  continue  the  war  much  longer.  Talleyrand, 
whose  letters  savour  of  the  dictation  of  Bonaparte, 
limited  his  correspondence  to  the  expression  of  the 
vaguest  ideas,  avoiding  every  positive  point,  every 
word  that  might  commit  him  or  his  court  to  any 
fixed  line  of  action,  and  giving  back  to  Fox,  and 
with  interest,  his  philanthropic  apophthegms  and 
generous  syllogisms.  This  correspondence  was 
good  as  a  homily,  or  as  a  course  of  moral  philosophy 
and  philanthropy ;  but  as  a  negotiation,  or  as  a 
preliminary  to  a  feasible  and  positive  treaty  of 
peace,  it  was  nothing.  At  last,  however,  the 
French  cabinet,  calculating  on  the  favourable  effect 
which  such  a  demonstration  of  pacific  intentions 
would  jnoduce  in  Europe,  and  on  the  various  un¬ 
favourable  ways  in  which  it  would  affect  England 
(for  the  sending  of  a  negotiator  would  shake  Iter 
credit  on  the  Continent,  and,  when  the  bubble 
should  be  burst,  Bonaparte  would  declare  that  the 
breaking  off  the  negotiations  was  solely  owing  to 
her  rapacity  and  restless  ambition,  and  uncalled- 
for  interference  in  the  affairs  of  the  Continent),  let 
drop,  in  a  letter  to  Fox,  that,  if  his  Britannic  ma¬ 
jesty  were  really  desirous  of  peace,  he  would  send 
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over  a  plenipotentiary.  Fox,  in  the  first  instance,  ] 
named  Lord  Yarmouth  (the  late  Marquess  of  Hert¬ 
ford),  who  had  long  been  living  in  France  (at  the 
English  depot  at  Verdun),  having  been  one  of  the 
ten  thousand  and  more  travellers  seized  and  de¬ 
tained  as  prisoners  of  war,  at  the  rupture  of  the 
peace  of  Amiens.  But  before  Lord  Yarmouth 
could  enter  upon  any  discussion  the  French  in¬ 
vaded  and  conquered  the  kingdom  of  Naples,  and 
put  forth  a  claim  to  the  possession  of  its  depend¬ 
ency  the  island  of  Sicily,  where  a  small  British 
army  had  now  been  collected  to  defend  our  fugi¬ 
tive  ally  the  Bourbon  king,  whose  fate  it  was  to 
become  a  fugitive  each  time  he  entered  into  our 
coalitions.  His  lordship,  however,  engaged  in 
conference  with  Talleyrand,  Champagny,  and 
Bonaparte’s  general,  Clarke,  it  being  agreed  that 
for  the  present  the  business  should  he  conducted  in 
secrecy,  so  that  neither  party  should  he  committed 
in  case  the  objects  of  the  conferences  should  not  be 
obtained.  But  perfect  secrecy  in  such  cases  is 
scarcely  attainable ;  and,  as  the  Frenchmen  cal¬ 
culated  on  benefiting  by  the  disclosure  that  a 
great  and  wealthy  member  of  the  English  aristo¬ 
cracy  was  treating  with  the  ministers  of  Bonaparte, 
and  giving  him  for  the  first  time  his  imperial  and 
royal  style  and  titles,  the  facts  were  divulged  in 
those  quarters  where  they  were  likely  to  make  the 
most  impression.  Lord  Yarmouth  arrived  at  Paris 
towards  the  end  of  May,  and  by  the  middle  of 
June  the  motive  of  his  coming,  and  of  his  inter¬ 
course  with  the  foreign  office,  was  known  not  only 
in  that  city,  but  in  all  the  German  capitals  and  to 
the  court  of  Petersburgh  itself.  Yarmouth  found 
a  stumbling-block  at  the  very  threshold  of  the 
negotiations,  for  Talleyrand  refused  to  treat  for  a 
general  peace  jointly  with  Russia.  Moreover,  at 
starting,  he  demanded  from  the  court  of  Great 
Britain  the  immediate  recognition  of  the  Emperor 
Napoleon  and  the  different  branches  of  his  family. 
On  this  Lord  Yarmouth  took  occasion  to  state  the 
solidity  which  the  recognition  of  England  would 
give  to  their  establishment,  and  inquired  whether 
the  French  government  would  guarantee  the  in¬ 
tegrity  of  the  Ottoman  Empire.*  At  first  Talley¬ 
rand  seemed  to  attach  little  importance  to  Sicily, 
saying,  that  that  island  was  in  our  possession,  and 
that  he  did  not  demand  it  from  us  ;  but  at  the  next 
conference  his  tone  was  entirely  altered,  and  he 
told  Yarmouth  that  the  emperor  had  received  re¬ 
ports  from  his  brother  Joseph  (who  had  been 
thrust  upon  the  Neapolitan  throne),  and  from  the 
general  officers  under  his  orders,  stating  that 
Naples  could  not  be  held  without  Sicily,  and  that 
the  conquest  of  that  island  would  be  an  easy 
operation  to  the  French  army  collected  at  Naples 
and  in  Calabria.  His  lordship  replied  that  his  in¬ 
structions  enjoined  him  not  merely  not  to  consent 
to  the  seizure  of  Sicily — the  last  refuge  of  our 
Bourbon  ally— but  also  to  demand  the  immediate 
restoration  of  Naples  to  its  lawful  owner,  lalley- 

*  Dispatch  from  the  Earl  of  Yarmouth  to  Mr.  Secretary  Fo.t,  dated 
June  the  13Ui,  ISOG. 
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rand  repeated  the  unalterable  determination  of  his 
master  never  to  give  up  Naples,  never  to  alienate 
Istria  and  Dalmatia,  or  any  part  of  his  Itajian 
states;  never  to  make  any  provision  for  the  King 
of  Sardinia,  who,  like  his  Neapolitan  majesty,  was 
driven  to  his  insular  possession.  But  now  i  alley- 
rand,  who  had  previously  talked  of  the  necessity 
of  keeping  for  ever  from  the  King  of  Great  Bii- 
tain  his  hereditary  dominions  of  tiauover,  pro¬ 
fessed  a  readiness  to  wave  that  claim  and  to  restore 
Hanover.  He  also  offered  to  recognise  our  right  to 
Malta,  and  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  which  we  had 
conquered  once  more — for  it  was  no  longer  thouglit 
worth  while  to  speak  of  the  rights  and  sovereignty 
of  the  Batavian  Republic,  to  which,  and  not  to  the 
French  empire,  the  Cape  properly  belonged.  As 
Bonaparte  had  promised  Hanover  to  Prussia,  and 
as  a  Prussian  army  was  already  occupying  that 
country,  this  offer  to  restore  it  to  England  in¬ 
censed  the  court  of  Berlin,  and  is  believed  to 
have  been  in  good  part  the  cause  of  the  rash 
war  which  followed.  This  was  the  one  great 
event  which  resulted  from  Fox’s  pacific  policy. 
The  Prussian  war  did  no  good  to  the  Coalition ; 
but  it  brought  down  upon  that  cabinet  the  ruin 
and  humiliation  they  had  merited,  and  it  taught  a 
great  lesson  to  selfish,  vacillating,  and  tergiversa- 
tive  governments.  The  emperor,  said  Talleyrand 
repeatedly,  by  giving  up  Flanover  for  the  honour 
of  the  crown,  Malta  for  the  honour  of  the  navy, 
and  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  for  the  honour  of 
British  commerce,  surely  offers  his  Britannic  ma¬ 
jesty  sufficient  inducements  to  make  peace.  But 
Sicily?  But  Naples?  But  a  provision  for  the  King 
of  Sardinia? — Oh!  Sicily  must  he^  given  to 
Joseph  Bonaparte,  who  must  keep  Naples  ;  the 
Bourbon  Ferdinand  IV.  might  have  in  compensa¬ 
tion  a  new  kingdom  created  for  him  out  of  a  jiart 
of  Dalmatia,  Ragusa,  and  Albania  (Ragusa  being, 
or  having  been  until  lately,  an  independent  re¬ 
public,  and  Albania  being  a  province  of  the 
Turkish  empire,  whose  independence  was  to  be 
guaranteed !),  and  as  for  the  King  of  Sardinia,  it 
would  be  time  to  talk  of  him  and  his  indemnities 
hereafter.  But  then  Talleyrand  held  out  a  bait  to 
the  assumed  selfishness  of  the  King  of  Great 
Britain,  hinting  in  his  sly,  mysterious,  inconclu¬ 
sive  manner,  that  his  majesty  might  be  allowed  to 
add  the  Hanse  towns  and  their  territories  in  full 
sovereignty  to  his  German  dominions,  Hanover, 
&c.*  Yes!  Bonaparte,  through  the  medium  of 
Tallevrand,  gave  Lord  Yarmouth  to  understand 
that  the  old  free  commercial  republics,  Hamburg, 
Lubeck,  Bremen,  over  which  he  had  not  even  the 
questionable  right  of  conquest,  should  be  handed 
over  to  England  like  dead  stock  or  bales  of  goods ! 
Such  propositions  ought  to  have  been  met  by  an 
indignant  rebuke  and  a  cessation  of  the  confer¬ 
ences  :  they  proved,  as  Spencer  Perceval  after¬ 
wards  declared  in  the  House  of  Commons,  that  no 
negotiations  with  the  present  head  of  the  French 
government  could  be  entered  into  without  con- 

•  Disputch  oftheKml  of  Yarmoutli,  dated  July  the  1st. 
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tamination ;  but  Fox  persevered  in  the  path  he 
had  chosen,  and  his  agent  Yarmouth  continued 
his  intercourse  with  Talleyrand.  But,  as  Russia 
became  acquainted  with  the  negotiations  in  pro¬ 
gress,  she  sent  M.  d’Oubril  to  Paris  to  act  in  her 
own  behalf,  and  to  watch  proceedings. 

The  iirrival  of  the  Russian  agent  produced  pre¬ 
cisely  that  complication  and  confusion  which  the 
French  diplomatists  most  desired :  d’Oubril  sus¬ 
pected  Lord  Yarmouth,  and  Lord  Yarmouth 
d’Oubril ;  each  fancied  that  the  other  was  seeking 
exclusively  the  advantages  of  his  own  government, 
and  was  going  to  conclude  a  separate  treaty  with 
France.  Talleyrand  made  frequent  allusions  to 
the  readiness  of  Russia  to  treat  separately ;  and 
d’Oubril  had  not  been  many  days  in  the  French 
capital  before  Lord  Yarmouth  was  induced  to 
believe  that  he  had  signed  a  separate  treaty  of 
peace ;  and  thereupon  his  lordship  came  to  a 
downright  quarrel  with  the  Russian  agent.  Upon 
this  Talleyrand  raised  his  demands  and  abridged 
his  proffered  concessions.  But  still  Fox  perse¬ 
vered,  and,  apparently  rejoicing  at  d’Oubril’s  con¬ 
duct,  and  his  departure  for  Petersburgh,  consider¬ 
ing  himself  hereby  released  from  the  necessity  of 
acting  in  concert  with  Russia,  he  determined  to 
send  over  to  Paris  a  public  and  openly  accredited 
plenipotentiary  to  treat  for  peace.  The  personage 
he  selected  for  this  mission  was  Lord  Lauderdale. 
The  Scotch  earl  soon  found  he  could  do  no  more 
than  the  English  earl  had  done.  Lauderdale’s 
negotiations  lasted  from  the  9th  of  August  to  the 
6th  of  October,  when  they  were  broken  off'  by  a 
demand  for  passports.  With  a  miserable  waste  of 
words  Lauderdale  told  Talleyrand  that  Fox  was 
really  and  sincerely  desirous  of  peace ;  that  “  dur¬ 
ing  twenty-six  years  of  intimate  and  uninterrupted 
connexion  with  Mr.  Fox,”  he,  as  much  as  any  one, 
had  had  the  “  opportunity  of  confidentially  learn¬ 
ing  the  sentiments  of  that  celebrated  man  that, 
from  his  knowledge  'of  those  sentiments,  he  was 
impressed  with  the  strongest  conviction  that  the 
failure  of  the  negotiations,  and  the  impracticability 
of  obtaining  peace  upon  honourable  terms,  would 
give  him  the  greatest  pain.  It  has  been  surmised 
that  Lauderdale  would  have  been  allowed  to  re¬ 
main  longer,  humiliating  his  country  at  Paris  ; 
but  by  this  time  Fox  was  no  more,  the  Emperor 
Alexander  was  again  in  arms,  the  signal  overthrow 
of  Prussia  had  not  yet  happened,  Bonaparte  was  in 
the  field  with  his  grand  army,  there  was  a  chance 
that  he  and  it,  by  venturing  into  the  regions  of  the 
north,  might  be  destroyed,  and  the  aggressions 
which  he  had  committed  in  the  east,  west,  north,  and 
south,  since  the  first  overture  for  negotiation,  had 
been  of  such  a  nature  as  to  render  it  utterly  im- 
])0ssible  for  any  English  ministry  to  continue 
diplomatising  any  longer,  unless  they  chose  to 
risk  impeachment  and  the  e.xecration  of  their 
country.  So  the  Thane  returned  home,  bringing 
with  him  a  splendid  set  of  Sevres  china,  the  jire- 
sent  of  the  Emperor  of  the  French,  which  used  to 
be  c.xliibitcd  to  the  curious  in  his  lordship’s  man¬ 
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sion  at  Dunbar.  It  would  be  as  useless,  though 
not  quite  so  costly  or  dishonourable  as  the  mission 
itself,  to  detail  Lauderdale’s  negotiations.  At  first 
the  French  pretended  that  they  would  be  content 
to  treat  on  the  uti  possidetis  jirinciple  ;  but  Eng¬ 
land  had  other  things  to  look  to  besides  retaining 
possession  of  the  promontories  and  islands  which 
the  war  had  given  to  her,  and  which,  since  Tra¬ 
falgar,  the  French  could  not  hope  to  take  from  her ; 
and,  when  they  had  gained  the  time  and  the  ad¬ 
vantages  they  wished  by  amusing  Fox’s  diploma¬ 
tists  with  this  tub,  they  departed  from  the  iiH 
possidetis  principle  altogether,  and  declared  that 
they  had  never  assented  to  it.  They  insisted  that 
Sicily  should  be  given  up  to  Joseph  Bonaparte ; 
but  they  made  a  variation  as  to  the  indemnity  to 
be  given  to  Ferdinand  IV. — instead  of  thepatched- 
up  kingdom  in  the  savage  Albania  and  the  scarcely 
less  w’ild  Dalmatia,  his  Neapolitan  and  Sicilian 
majesty  was  to  have  and  to  hold  the  three  Balearic 
islands,  Majorca,  Minorca,  and  Ivi^a,  which  w'ere 
to  be  torn  from  Spain,  or  from  the  dominion  of  his 
Spanish  majesty,  who  w’as  Ferdinand’s  own  bro¬ 
ther;  and  for  these  three  islands  Ferdinand  was 
to  renounce  forever  the  broad  and  rich  dominions, 
the  fairest  part  of  all  Europe,  which  he  had  inhe¬ 
rited.*  Except  this  variation  in  iniquity,  the 
conditions  offered  to  Lauderdale  differed  little  from 
those  w'hich  had  been  tendered  to  Yarmouth.  The 
French  government  did  not  fail  to  attribute  pub¬ 
licly  the  interruption  of  these  precious  negotiations 
to  the  death  of  Fox,  or  to  declare  that  Bonaparte 
had  “  done  everything  in  his  power  to  put  a  stop 
to  the  calamities  of  war.”  Talleyrand  said,  in  his 
last  note  to  Lauderdale  (which  was  made  public  in 
England,  in  France,  and  throughout  Europe),  that 
the  emperor,  his  master,  would  be  “  ready  to  re¬ 
place  the  negotiations  on  the  basis  which  had  been 
laid  in  concert  with  the  illustrious  minister  whom 
England  had  lost who,  “  having  nothing  to  add 
to  his  glorjr,  except  the  reconciliation  of  the  two 
nations,  had  conceived  the  hope  of  accomplishing 
it,  but  was  snatched  from  the  world  in  the  midst 
of  his  work.”  The  truth  was,  that  Fox  had  laid 
down  no  basis,  or  none  on  which  the  French  ne¬ 
gotiators  would  meet  him ;  that  he  himself  had 
declared,  over  and  over  again,  in  his  dispatches  to 
Yarmouth  and  Lauderdale,  that  peace  would  be 
unattainable  upon  such  a  basis  as  the  French  pro¬ 
posed  ;  that  a  good  many  weeks  before  he  died 
Imx  was  convinced  that  the  negotiations  could 
come  to  no  good  end;  and  that,  whether  he  had 
lived  or  died,  the  war  would  have  been  durable, 
even  as  the  nature  of  Bonaparte  was  unalterable. 
Whatever  might  have  been  bis  own  disposition 
and  predilections,  Lord  Grenville,  Lord  Spencer, 
Windham,  and  others  of  his  official  colleagues 
were  not  men  to  truckle  to  France,  while  the  king 
and  the  nation  at  large  were  as  resolute  as  ever 
they  had  been.  But  Fox,  we  believe,  deeply  felt 
his  responsibility  when  in  office,  and  had  a  heart 

•  I.ord  Lnuilordnle's  dispaklics  to  Mr.  Secretary  Fox  ami  liarl 
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that  could  glow  with  national  and  patriotic  feel¬ 
ing  :  he  turned  with  disgust  from  the  proposition 
that  we  should  abandon  all  our  allies  ;  and  he  had 
constantly,  all  through  his  political  life,  set  his 
face  against  the  selfish,  miscalculating,  dangerous, 
and  degrading  principle,  that  England,  safe  in  her 
sea-girt  position,  ought  to  look  only  to  herself,  and 
leave  the  nations  of  Europe  to  their  fate.  After 
he  had  commenced  these  negotiations,  he  said  in 
the  House  of  Commons — “  My  wish,  the  first  wish 
of  my  heart,  is  peace ;  but  such  a  peace  as  shall 
preserve  our  connexions  and  influence  on  the  Con¬ 
tinent,  as  shall  not  abate  one  jot  of  the  national 
honour,  and  such  only !  ”  And  this  declaration 
was  received  with  an  uncontrollable  burst  of  na¬ 
tional  feeling,  for  not  only  did  the  whole  House 
cheer  tumultuously  and  enthusiastically,  but  the 
visitors  in  the  gallery  (who  were  not  wont  to  talk 
and  roar  like  the  French  people  in  the  galleries  of 
the  Assembly  and  Convention)  lost  their  self- 
command,  and  either  joined  in  the  shouts  or  mur¬ 
mured  their  approbation. 

We  return  to  the  business  of  Parliament. 
Many  objections  were  taken  to  the  admission  of 
the  Lord  Chief  Justice  Ellenborough  into  the 
Cabinet.  On  the  3rd  of  March  Lord  Bristol 
moved,  “That  it  was  highly  inexpedient,  and 
tended  to  weaken  the  administration  of  justice, 
to  summon  to  any  committee  or  assembly  of 
the  Privy  Council  any  of  the  judges  of  his  ma¬ 
jesty’s  courts  of  common  law.”  The  motion  was 
supported  by  ex-Chancellor  Eldon  and  by  Lords 
Boringdon,  Mulgrave,  and  Hawkesbury ;  it  was 
opposed  by  Lords  St.  John,  Carlisle,  Carnarvon, 
Sidmouth,  Holland,  and  Grenville ;  and  was  nega¬ 
tived  without  a  division.  A  similar  resolution  was 
moved  on  the  same  day  in  the  Commons  by  Mr. 
Spencer  Stanhope :  it  was  supported  by  Canning, 
Lord  Castlereagh,  Spencer  Perceval,  and  Wilber- 
force ;  it  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Bond,  Lord  Temple, 
Fox,  Lord  Henry  Petty,  and  Sheridan  ;  and  the 
previous  question  was  carried  by  222  against  64.* 

♦  “  At  Mr.  Fox’s  desire,  F  attended  a  meeting  at  lus  house  of  seve¬ 
ral  members  of  the  House  of  Coram()ns,  to  consider  the  question, 
expected  to  be  brought  on  in  the  House  on  the  Monday  following,  on 
the  subject  of  Lord  Ellenborough  having  a  voice  in  the  Cabinet.  That 
there  is  uothing  illegal  or  unconstitutional  in  this  seems  clear.  It  is 
certainly  very  desirable  that  a  judge  should  not  take  any  part  in  poli¬ 
tics;  but  this  is  not  according  to  the  theory  of  our  coustitution,  nor 
consistent  with  practice  in  the  best  limes  of  our  history.  The  chiefs 
of  all  the  three  courts  are  always  privy  councillors ;  and  the  Cabinet 
is  only  a  committee  of  the  Privy  Council,  and,  as  a  Cabinet,  is 
unknown  to  the  constitution.  In  the  reign  of  Geo.  II.,  and  in  the 
beginning  of  the  present  reign,  when  regencies  were  established 
by  act  of  Parliament  in  the  event  of  the  king’s  dying  while  his  suc¬ 
cessor  was  in  his  minority,  councils  were  appointed  to  assist  the 
regents  ;  aud  those  councils  consisted,  in  each  case,  of  the  first  officers 
of  the  state,  such  as  are  commonly  cabinet  ministers,  with  the  addi¬ 
tion  ill  each  case  of  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  and  tlie  Chief 
.justice  of  the  King’s  Bench;  and  iu  both  cases  it  was  the  chief  jus¬ 
tice  for  the  time  being  (See  the  statute  24  Geo.  II.  c.  24  ;  5  Geo.  HI. 
c.  27).  In  Queen  Anne’s  reign  lords  justices  were  appointed,  in  whom 
the  whole  executive  goveruraeut  was  to  remaiu  till  the  successor,  if  at 
the  time  of  tlie  ([ueen’s  death  he  were  out  of  the  realm,  should  arrive 
in  the  kingdom  ;  and  the  Chief  .Justice  of  the  King’s  Bench  was  ap¬ 
pointed  one  of  the  lords  justices  Anney  c.  8  ;  and  6  Anne,  c.  7). 

The  first  of  these  acts  met  with  great  opposition  from  the  Tories  of 
that  time;  particular  persons  were  objected  to  as  lords  justices,  aud  a 
protest  was  entered  in  the  House  of  Lords  ;  but  no  ohjection  what¬ 
ever  was  made  to  the  chief  justice  being  of  the  number.” — Sir  S. 
H/nnilhj,  Diari/. 

Very  dilTerent  was  the  opinion  of  Horner; — "  It  is  against  the 
constitution,  both  in  Us  forms  and  its  spirit,  that  the  Chief  Jus* 


But  few  were  the  questions  on  which  this  motley 
ministry  could  command  anything  like  such  majo¬ 
rities.  Although  they  bad  led  the  people  to  ex¬ 
pect  a  vast  deal  from  them,  they  had  excited  no 
enthusiasm  in  their  favour,  either  in  Parliament  or 
in  the  country  :  their  majorities  were  frequently 
of  the  narrowest  kind,  and  several  times,  in  the 
course  of  the  session,  they  were  left  in  a  minority. 
Nothing  but  routine  business  was  let  pass  without 
vehement  and  protracted  debate.  A  wearying, 
worrying  system  was  adopted ;  and  Lord  Castle¬ 
reagh,  who  was  generally  considered  as  the  great¬ 
est  speaker  against  time,  took  the  lead  in  it, 
talking  of  principles  hours  after  they  had  been 
decided  upon  and  admitted,  and  revolving  upon 
his  “  fundamental  hinges”  until  night  gave  way 
to  morning  and  the  ministerial  benches  to  lassi¬ 
tude  and  despair.  And,  no  doubt  greatly  to  the 
detriment  of  Fox’s  health,  this  went  on  night  after 
night.  Sheridan  facetiously  proposed  that  the 
ministerial  members,  distributed  in  parties  of 
twenty,  should  go  home  to  rest,  and  come  back  to 
relieve  guard  after  they  had  slept  and  breakfasted. 
But  a  good  joke  could  not  stop  the  bad  practice  : 
the  House  frequently  sat  until  five,  six,  or  seven 
o’clock  in  the  morning.  “  All  the  talents  ”  were 
growing  thin  and  pale. 

On  the  3rd  of  April  Windham  brought  forward 
his  plan  for  altering  the  military  system,  and  parti¬ 
cularly  the  mode  of  recruiting  the  army,  which 
certainly  called  imperiously  for  improvement,  as 
hitherto  men  had  been  enlisted  for  life.  Conscrip¬ 
tion  or  force,  he  said,  could  not  be  resorted  to  in 
England  :  the  enlistments  must  be  voluntary,  and, 
to  render  them  prompt  and  sufficient  in  num¬ 
ber,  the  term  of  service  must  be  limited,  and 
the  condition  of  the  soldier  improved ;  the  trade  of 
soldier  must  be  brought  to  a  competition  with  the 
other  trades  usually  followed  by  the  poorer  classes. 
For  this  purpose,  Windham  proposed  that  the  sol¬ 
diers  raised  in  future  should  be  enlisted  for  a  term 
of  years ;  that  this  term  should  he  divided,  for  the 
infantry,  into  three  periods  of  seven  years  each  ; 
and,  for  the  cavalry  and  artillery,  the  first  period 
to  be  ten  years,  the  second  six,  and  the  third  five 
years  :  that  at  the  end  of  each  of  these  periods  a 
man  might  have  a  right  to  claim  his  discharge, 
and  that  his  privileges,  pensions,  &c.  should  be 
augmented  in  proportion  to  the  length  of  his  ser¬ 
vice.  As  the  first  step  necessary  to  introduce  this 
change,  Windham  moved  for  a  bill  to  repeal  Pitt’s 
Additional  Force  Bill.  Here  he  encountered  the  full 
force  of  opposition,  with  speeches  from  Castlereagh 

ticc  of  England  should  have  a  seat  in  the  Cabinet,  and  it  is  a 
violation  of  those  fundamental  principles  ou  whicli  the  purity  and 
integrity  of  judicial  administration  rest.  He  may  sit  to  try  those 
prosecutions  which  he  lias  concurred  iu  the  Cabinet  to  order  ;*  and  in 
all  (jaestions  of  state-prosecution  he  is  a  party  for  the  government,  in¬ 
stead  of  being  the  bulwark  to  protect  the  people  against  power. 
These  general  reasons  are  doubly  enforced,  in  the  present  instance,  by 
the  character  and  manners  of  the  man  :  in  the  year  1801  he  changed’, 
at  an  hour's  notice,  the  opinions  and  language  of  his  life  to  become  a 
court  lawyer ;  and  has  never  felt  tlie  dignity  of  his  great  station  a 
restraint  upon  his  temper,  from  uttering  what  is  to  the  purpose  of 
the  day  with  the  utmost  coarseness  of  factious  warfare.  1  consider 
his  nomination  to  the  Cabinet  us  a  foul  stain  upon  the  n"W  SNstem  of 
government,” — Letter  to  J,  A,  Miirrai/,  Esq. 
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almost  enough  to  kill  him — or  his  patience.  In 
the  first  debate  on  the  question,  Castlereagh,  after 
describing  the  flourishing  state  of  the  army,  navy, 
and  finances,  as  left  by  Pitt’s  late  government, 
created  some  merriment  by  declaring  that  the  pre¬ 
sent  administration  might  be  considered  as  lying 
upon  a  bed  of  roses.  Fox  denied  that  Pitt  had 
left  him  so  pleasant  a  bed,  declaring,  at  the  same 
time,  that  we  should  find  it  necessary  to  maintain 
a  very  large  army,  even  in  time  of  peace,  for  he 
saiv  no  prospect  of  any  peace  that  would  exempt 
us  from  the  necessity  of  watchful  preparation 
and  powerful  establishments.  This  repealing  bill 
was  read  the  first  time  on  the  I7th  of  April.  On 
the  flOth  of  April,  Canning  insinuated  strongly 
that  the  repeal  of  the  Additional  Force  Bill  was 
urged  less  from  a  conviction  of  its  defects  than  from 
the  desire  of  throwing  a  slur  upon  the  memory 
of  his  late  right  honourable  friend,  whose  measure 
it  had  been.  And  Canning  moved  that  the  second 
reading,  which  had  been  fixed  for  that  day,  should 
be  postponed  until  that  day  three  weeks,  in  order 
that  all  the  new  military  plans  of  Windham  might 
be  duly  considered.  But  the  House  divided  on  the 
question  that  the  bill  be  now  read,  and  Canning 
w'as  defeated  by  235  against  119.  On  the  third 
reading  Spencer  Perceval  suggested  some  amend¬ 
ments,  which  were  adopted  by  the  ministers ;  and 
on  the  14th  of  Ma)^,  the  repealing  bill  passed 
through  the  Commons.  In  the  House  of  Lords  it 
met  with  great  opposition  ■,  but  it  w'as  finally  carried 
by  97  against  40.  Windham’s  plan  for  limited  ser¬ 
vice  was  then  introduced  (on  May  the  30th)  by  w'ay 
of  clause  to  be  inserted  in  the  Annual  Mutiny  Bill. 
Windham  said  that  the  benefits  he  expected  from 
limited  instead  of  unlimited  service  were  not  con¬ 
fined  to  an  increase  in  the  number  of  recruits  : 
that  he  looked  also  to  an  improvement  in  the 
quality  and  description  of  the  persons  wdio  wmuld 
be  induced  to  become  soldiers,  and  that  he  trusted 
that  in  consequence  of  this  improvement  the  neces¬ 
sity  for  severity  of  discipline  in  the  army  would  be 
materially  diminished.  The  opposition  was  again 
powerful;  but  the  clause  was  voted  and  inserted  in 
the  Mutiny  Bill.  A  bill  for  the  training  of  a  cer¬ 
tain  number  of  persons,  not  exceeding  200,000,  out 
of  those  that  were  liable  to  be  drawn  for  the  mili¬ 
tia  ;  a  bill  to  suspend  the  ballot  for  the  militia  in 
England  for  two  years,  with  a  reserved  power  to 
government  of  recurring  to  it  in  order  to  supply 
the  vacancies  of  any  corps  which  should  be  reduced 
below  its  quota  ;  a  bill  called  the  Chelsea  Hospital 
Bill,  to  give  a  legal  security  to  invalid,  disabled, 
and  discharged  soldiers  for  such  pensions  and 
allowances  as  they  were  entitled  to  ;  a  bill  for  aug¬ 
menting  the  pay  of  infantry  officers  of  the  regular 
army ;  and  a  bill  for  settling  the  relative  rank  of 
officers  of  yeomanry,  volunteers,  militia  forces,  and 
troops  of  the  line,  completed  Windham’s  new 
military  system,  and  were  all  carried,  though  not 
without  opposition.  An  increase  was  also  voted 
to  the  pay  of  serjeants,  corporals,  and  privates  of 
the  line,  to  the  Chelsea  pensions,  and  to  the  pcn- 
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sions  of  officers’  widorvs — three  points  on  wdiich  the 
House  was  unanimous.  On  the  whole  the  British 
army,  which  began  to  improve  rapidly  soon  after 
these  enactments — though  certainly  the  improve¬ 
ment  was  not  ow'ing  solely  to  them — owes  a  debt 
of  gratitude  to  Windham.  Similar  benefits  were 
voted  to  the  navy.  On  the  motion  of  Lord  Ho- 
w'ick,'  the  head  of  the  admiralty,  additional  pay 
was  allowed  to  the  officers,  petty  officers,  and  sea¬ 
men,  and  the  Greenwich  Flospital  allowances  to 
out-pensioners  were  increased.  But  there  was  a 
most  unwise  and  unpatriotic-looking  delay  in  voting 
the  proper  honours  and  rewards  to  those  who  had 
fought  at  Trafalgar.  The  session  was  considerably 
advanced  before  any  particular  notice  was  taken  of 
the  deceased  hero  or  of  his  family.  Admiral  Col- 
lingw'ood,  who  had  succeeded  to  the  command  of 
Nelson’s  fleet,  heard  so  rarely  from  the  admiralty, 
that  he  began  to  think  that  he  and  his  fleet  w’ere 
forgotten.  Lord  Barham,  the  late  head  of  the  admi¬ 
ralty,  had  disappointed  expectations  in  the  navy, 
for  he  was  old  and  irresolute  before  he  came  into 
office,  and  when  in  he  would  act  only  in  strict  con¬ 
formity  with  official  precedents.  Like  many  men 
w'ho  pique  themselves  upon  their  disinterestedness, 
he  would  interest  himself  for  no  man;  and  he 
w'ished,even  after  the  most  splendid  victories,  that 
promotion  should  go  by  routine,  or  in  its  ancient 
courses.  He  declined  to  promote  the  officers  whom 
Collingwood  recommended  for  their  gallant  conduct 
in  the  great  battle;  he  allowed  a  number  of  spirited 
men — tried,  w'eather-beaten  sailors — to  come  home 
in  disgust ;  and  he  sent,  or  rather  allowed  others  to 
send,  out  fine  young  gentlemen  and  lordlings  to  be 
promoted  over  the  heads  of  Nelson’s  and  Colling- 
wood’s  heroes.  But  matters  were  not  much  mended 
when  the  ministry  was  changed,  and  when  Lord 
Howick  became  head  of  the  admiralty  in  lieu  of 
Lord  Barham.  On  the  27th  of  April,  more  than 
two  months  after  the  accession  to  office  of  “  all  the 
talents,”  we  find  Collingwood  complaining  that 
“  the  ships  are  now  put  into  very  indifferent  hands, 
at  a  time  when  all  the  exertion  of  the  most  skilful 
is  wanted ;  ”  and  that  “  the  report  that  medals  are 
not  to  be  given  is  a  great  disappointment  to  the 
fleet ;  ”  that  his  fatigues  and  anxieties  are  ex¬ 
cessive,  and  his  poverty  oppressive.  Several  times 
he  repeats  that  he  and  his  services  seem  to  be  for¬ 
gotten  at  home.  It  almost  looked  as  if  the  present 
ministry  were  ashamed  of  the  glorious  victory 
which  had  been  gained.  The  Duke  of  Clarence 
(his  late  Majesty  William  IV.)  did  not  share  in  this 
apathy  or  obliviousness  ;  he  w'rote  a  warm  letter  to 
the  veteran,  and  pleaded,  as  he  had  done  before,  for 
a  series  of  liberal  rewards — for  a  system  which 
should  make  zeal,  bravery,  and  ability  the  great 
and  sole  causes  of  promotion.  The  king  too  ordered 
a  letter  to  be  written  to  the  secretary  of  the  admi¬ 
ralty,  expressing  his  majesty’s  warm  admiration 
and  entire  approbation  of  every  jnirt  of  Colling- 
wood’s  conduct.  The  thanks  of  parliament  had 
been  voted  to  Collingwood  before  the  dissolution 
of  the  Pitt  ministrv.  At  last  Collingwood  was 
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raised  to  the  peerage,  by  the  title  of  Baron  Col- 
lingvvood  ;  he  was  granted  a  pension  of  2000L  a 
year  for  his  own  life,  and,  in  the  event  of  his  death, 
lOOOC  a  year  to  Lady  Collingwood,  and  500/. 
a  year  to  each  of  his  two  daughters.  The  high 
spirit  of  the  veteran  was  nettled  by  some  allusions 
made  in  parliament  to  his  straitened  circum¬ 
stances.  “  I  am  not  pleased,”  he  says,  “  at  what 
occurred  in  parliament  about  my  pension,  or  that 
my  family  should  have  been  represented  as  one 
whose  existence  depended  on  the  gift  of  money ; 
and  I  have  told  Lord  Castlereagh  my  mind  upon 
this  subject.  Though  1  do  not  consider  poverty  to 
be  criminal,  yet  nobody  likes  to  be  held  up  as  an 
object  of  compassion.  Poor  as  we  are,  we  are  in¬ 
dependent.  To  possess  riches  is  not  the  object  of 
my  ambition,  but  to  deserve  them;  but  I  was  in 
hope  I  should  have  got  another  medal — of  that, 
indeed,  I  was  ambitious.”*  A  few'  days  after  he 
says,  “  1  was  exceedingly  displeased  at  some  of  the 
language  held  in  the  Ilouse  of  Commons  on  the 

settlement  of  the  pension  of  my  daughters . 

Such  representations  were  not  made  with  my  con¬ 
currence.  The  pension  w'as  most  honourable  to  me, 
as  it  flowed  voluntarily  from  his  majesty’s  good¬ 
ness,  and  as  a  testimony  of  his  approbation  ;  but, 
if  I  had  a  favour  to  ask,  money  would  be  the  last 
thing  I  w'ould  beg  from  an  impoverished  country. 
I  am  not  a  Jew,  whose  God  is  gold  ;  nor  a  Swiss, 
whose  services  are  to  be  counted  against  so  much 
money.  I  have  motives  for  my  conduct  which  I 
would  not  give  in  exchange  for  a  hundred  pen¬ 
sions. ”t  The  thanks  of  parliament  were  also 
voted  to  Admiral  Sir  Richard  Strachan  for  cap¬ 
turing  Dumanoir’s  squadron,  which  had  escaped 
from  Trafalgar;  and  to  Admiral  Sir  John  Duck¬ 
worth  for  advantages  he  had  obtained  in  the  West 
Indies.  Other  rewards  were  bestowed,  though 
with  no  liberal  hand ;  and  the  aristocratic  or  par¬ 
liamentary  influence  over  promotions  was  left  as 
before,  “  all  the  talents”  being  neither  more  nor 
less  anxious  to  gratify  their  friends,  and  retain 
their  parliamentary  dependents,  than  the  late  mi¬ 
nistry  had  been. 

An  attempt  was  made,  early  in  the  session,  to 
criminate  Earl  St.  Vincent  for  mismanagement 
and  neglect  of  the  navy,  while  he  was  in  office; 
but  it  came  to  nothing. 

While  parliament  was  in  the  giving  mood,  and 
within  a  fortnight  after  it  had  raised  the  income  or 
property  tax  to  10  per  cent.,  an  application  was 
made  and  agreed  to  for  increasing  the  allowances 

*  I.^ettPr  to  Lady  Collingwood,  dated  April  the  27tl],  1806,  in  *  Ble- 
nioirs  and  Correspondence,’  by  G.  L.  Newham  Collingwood,  Esq. 

Tiiougli  his  patrimony  was  slender,  Collingwood  was  economical 
and  homely  in  his  habits;  and  be  had  brought  up  his  family  to  be 
the  same.  In  another  letter  to  his  wife  he  says — “  1  do  not  know 
howjou  bear  your  honours,  but  I  have  so  much  business  on  my  hands, 
from  dawn  till  midnight,  that  I  have  hardly  time  to  think  of  mine, 
except  it  be  in  gratitude  to  my  king,  who  has  so  graciously  conferred 
them  upon  me.  How  shall  we  be  able  to  support  the  dignity  to  wliich 
liis  majesty  ha.s  been  pleaseci  to  raise  me  ?  Let  others  plead  for  pen- 
s  ons  1  I  can  be  rich  without  money,  by  endeavouring  to  be  superior 
to  everything  })oor.  I  would  have  my  services  to  my  country  un¬ 
tainted  by  any  interested  motive,  and  old  Scott  (the  gardener)  and  I 
can  go  on  in  our  cabbage-garden  without  much  greater  expense  than 
formerly.” 

t  Letter  to  J.  E.  Blackett,  Esq.,  id. 


of  the  younger  branches  of  the  royal  family.  The 
budget  for  the  year  was  opened  by  the  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer.  Lord  Henry  Petty,  on  the  2Sth 
of  March.  The  permanent  taxes  were  stated  at 
32,535,971/.  The  requisite  supplies  for  the  year 
were  put  at  48,916,000/.  Of  this  enormous 
sum  15,281,000/.  were  to  be  applied  to  the  navy 
— 18,500,000/.  to  the  army — 4,718,000/.  to  the 
ordnance,  including  ordnance  sea-service.  Among 
the  proposed  ways  and  means  were  another  loan 
of  18,000,000/.,  and  war-taxes  to  the  amount  of 
19,500,000/.  The  new  chancellor  of  the  exche¬ 
quer  showed  himself  a  good  accountant  and  a  clear 
expositor ;  hut  he  gave  on  this  occasion  no  proof 
of  financial  genius ;  he  showed  no  originality  of 
conception  ;  and,  though  nurtured  in  the  school 
of  Adam  Smith  and  the  Edinburgh  philosophers 
and  economists,  he  laid  on  or  retained  taxes  which 
could  not  but  have  an  injurious  effect  on  manufac¬ 
tures  and  commerce.  He  imposed,  for  example, 
a  duty  of  40^.  a  ton  on  pig-iron.*  He  also  kept 
up  that  old  petty-tax  system,  by  which  a  modicum 
of  money  was  raised  at  an  infinitude  of  trouble  and 
vexation,  and  wherein,  in  some  instances,  the 
amount  was  half  eaten  up  by  the  expenses  of  col¬ 
lection.  He  imposed  an  additional  duty  on  beer  and 
spirits  in  Ireland,  and  a  paltry  tax  on  appraisements, 
which  was  calculated  at  66,000/.  per  annum.  But 
his  lordship’s  great  financial  move  was  the  simple 
but  bold  one  of  raising  the  income  or  property  tax 
from  6^  to  10  per  cent.,  and  making  it  to  extend 
to  all  property  above  50/.  a-year.  The  pig-iron 
tax,  which  he  calculated  would  yield  500,000/.  per 
annum,  met  with  a  great  opposition ;  hut  this 
was  nothing  compared  to  the  storm  raised  by  the 
sudden  and  high  increase  of  the  property-tax. 
Fox  owned  in  the  House  that  he  was  not  a  Riend 
to  this  tax,  or  to  any  of  its  principles,  or  to  its 
operation ;  he  was  sensible  that  the  objections  to  it 
were  just  and  innumerable ;  but  his  majesty’s 
ministers  were  reluctantly  forced  to  adopt  it  under 
the  pressure  of  circumstances,  which  they  had  at 
least  the  consolation  to  reflect  they  had  no  share 
in  producing.  Francis  objected  strongly  to  the 
clause,'  which  compelled  persons  with  small  in¬ 
comes  to  pay  the  duty  in  the  first  instance,  and  go 
afterwards  to  the  tax-office  for  re-payment,  if  they 
desired  to  avail  themselves  of  their  right  to  the 
legal  abatement.  Such  persons  u'cre  unable  to 
collect  a  sum  large  enough  to  discharge  the 
duty,  or,  if  they  were  able,  the  trouble  and  diffi¬ 
culty  of  afterwards  recovering  the  money  from  the 
tax-office  would  either  deter  them  from  attempting 
it,  or  subject  them  to  greater  loss  and  inconveni- 

*  An  additional  duty  had  been  laid  upon  malt,  hops,  and  beer  by 
Addington  in  1802.  and  it  is  said  that  tliere  would  have  I)een  furtlier 
increase  now,  but  for  the  necessity  of  conciliating  tlie  country  gentle¬ 
men  and  Whitbread,  tlie  greatest  of  brewers,  and  one  of  the  warmest 
supporters  of  the  "Talents”  ministry.  Walter  Scott  remembered 
these  things  in  his  roaring  hearty  song  on  the  acquittal  of  Lord 
Melville,  and  tlie  vain-glury  of  this  ministry : 

“  And  tlien  our  revenue — Lord  knows  how  they  viewed  it. 

Wliile  each  petty  statesman  talked  lofty  and  big  ; 

lint  the  hcer-tax  was  weak,  as  if  Whitbread  had  brewed  it. 

.\nd  the  pig-iron  duty  a  shame  to  a  pig. 

In'  vain  is  their  vaunting.” 
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ence  than  the  money  was  worth.  Many  other 
strong  objections  were  taken  to  either  the  principles 
of  such  a  tax  or  to  its  serious  increase ;  but  the 
government  had  no  other  plan  to  devise  for  raising 
money  enough,  and  so  the  measure  was  carried. 
This  made  people  out  of  doors  murmur  that  those 
who  had  been  so  long  declaiming  against  Pitt’s 
heavy  taxation  were  heavier  tax-masters  than 
that  minister — that  they  had  promised  relief  to 
the  country,  and  were  starting  by  increasing  its 
burthens,  and  adding  to  its  most  obnoxious  tax. 
Although  it  was  evident  that,  in  many  depart¬ 
ments,  there  was  waste  and  profligacy,  few  of  the 
better  informed  classes  of  the  people  doubted  that 
the  money  was  wanted  ;  but  they  thought  it  un¬ 
worthy  of  “  all  the  talents,”  that  they  should  not 
be  able  to  find  any  better  or  more  novel  way  of 
raising  the  money  than  that  of  lumping  per 
cent,  on  an  old  and  unpopular  impost.  In  spite  of 
their  dangerous,  demoralising  eflPects,  lotteries  were 
continued  as  a  source  of  revenue  to  government.* 
Lord  Henry  Petty,  however,  introduced  sundry  im¬ 
provements  in  the  auditing  accounts,  in  regulating 
the  office  of  treasurer  of  the  ordnance,  the  post- 
office,  the  excise-office,  custom-house,  and  other 
public  offices,  so  as  to  prevent  the  practice  of 
public  officers  deriving  profit  from  the  public 
money  in  their  hands.  It  was  stated  that  not  a 
single  account  in  the  army  pay-office  had  been 
audited  since  1 '782 ;  that  the  store  accounts  had 
been  suffered  to  lie  over  without  examination  dur¬ 
ing  the  same  period  ;  that  the  navy  accounts  were 
greatly  in  arrear;  that  none  of  the  accounts  of 
the  late  war  which  had  ended  at  the  peace  of 
Amiens  had  been  audited  ;  and  that  those  relating 
to  the  expeditions  to  Holland  and  Egypt,  and  to 
the  subsidies  to  foreign  powers,  had  not  even  been 
touched  upon  by  the  auditors.  Particular  auditors 
were  appointed ;  the  general  board  of  auditors  was 
new-modelled  and  increased  ;  and  the  expense  of 
the  whole  establishment  was  raised  by  these  im¬ 
provements  from  28,000/.  to  42,000/.  a-year, 
it  being,  however,  declared  that  this  additional  ex- 
2)ense  of  14,000/.  per  annum  would  be  but  tem- 
l)orary,  and  that  then  the  expense  would  be  fixed 
at  only  27,000/.  a-year.  Some  slight  improve¬ 
ments  were  also  made  under  Lord  Henry  Petty  in 
the  acts  regulating  commercial  intercourse  between 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  a  law  was  passed 
for  permitting  the  free  interchange  of  grain  of  every 
kind  between  the  two  islands. 

But  the  glory  of  this  session,  and  of  this  ministry, 

•  Komilly  took  occasion  to  observe  to  the  chancellor  of  the  cxche* 
quer  liow  desirable  it  was  that  lotteries  should  be  discontinued.  Lord 
Ileiirv  agreed  with  him,  but  said  that,  during  the  war,  he  thought  it 
wouhl  be  hardly  possible  to  go  on  without  them ;  that,  however,  they 
would  not  be  extended,  though  a  plan  for  that  ]iurpose  hud  been  in 
agitation,  and  had  been  much  pressed  on  the  ministry.  'I'his  plan 
wa.s  to  put  tliem  on  nearly  the  Siime  footing  as  they  were  in  France, 
where  lotteries  were  tlrawn  in  the  provincifil  towns  as  well  as  at  Paris, 
by  means  of  whicli  there  was  in  tluU  country  a  lottery-drawing  almost 
without  interruption  throughout  the  year.  His  lordship  said  that 
Tierney  was  a  great  frieiui  to  this  plan,  but  that  it  certainly  would 
not  be  adopted.  He  observed,  too,  that  KngUslj  lotteries  did  mucli 
le.ss  mischief,  now  that  all  insurance  upon  tickets  was  abolished,  than 
they  did  formerly.  ‘‘Tliis,”  says  Uomilly,  "may  1>«,  but  they  are 
still  attended  with  most  I'crnicious  consctiuences/’ — Diary. 
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is  held  to  be  the  blow  struck  at  the  slave-trade.  By 
the  labours  of  many  years,  Wilberforce,  Clarkson, 
and  their  numerous  and  influential  friends,  had 
at  last  prepared  the  majority  of  the  country  and  of 
parliament  for  this  measure,  which,  from  the  begin¬ 
ning,  had  been  favoured  by  the  advocacy  and  elo¬ 
quence  of  Pitt,  who  had  delivered  some  of  the  best 
speeches  he  ever  spoke  on  this  subject.  It  is  as¬ 
sumed,  however,  that  the  late  minister  was  deficient 
in  real  enthusiasm  in  the  cause ;  and  that  he  had 
not  made  use  of  all  the  weight  and  influence  his 
position  gave  him  in  smoothing  the  difficulties,  and 
removing  the  opposition  of  members  of  both 
Houses  who  were  either  interested  in  the  slave- 
trade  or  impressed  with  the  idea  that  the  country 
must  suffer  by  its  abolition — that  the  West  India 
islands,  which  had  cost  and  were  still  costing  ns  so 
much,  could  be  cultivated  only  by  negro  slaves, 
and  would  be  worth  nothing  without  slaves  to  cul¬ 
tivate  them — that  annual  importations  of  negroes 
were  necessary  to  increase  the  stock  so  as  to  meet 
the  increasing  demands  for  West  Indian  produce 
— that  the  negro  would  work  only  upon  compul¬ 
sion,  and  that  to  place  him  in  the  condition  of  a 
free  labourer  w'ould  be  to  plunge  him  back  into 
listless,  unproductive  barbarity,  and  the  West  India 
islands  into  one  general  poverty — that  the  mea¬ 
sure  would  not  be  final,  but  that,  when  the  planters 
had  been  prohibited  from  importing  more  slaves 
from  Africa,  the  slaves  in  the  islands  would  be 
emancipated,  and  turned  into  free  labourers,  who 
would  never  freely  work  beyond  that  easy  point  at 
which  they  could  procure  a  bare  animal  existence 
for  themselves.  Perhaps  Pitt  may  have  shared  in 
some  of  these  notions  ;  and  it  was  in  his  nature  to 
be  averse  to  solicitation  and  even  to  dictation 
(where  he  could  dictate),  unless  upon  a  great  and 
immediate  state  interest.  But  if  he  had  made  the 
slave-trade  a  cabinet  question,  he  could  not  have 
carried  it  until  parliament  and  the  country  were 
prepared  for  it.  This  preparation  had  been  slow 
and  gradual ;  and  it  appears  probable  that  measures 
which  could  not  he  carried  in  1805  under  Pitt,  were 
carried  in  1806  under  Fox,  simply  because  the  time 
was  more  ripe  for  them.  Yet,  even  now,  the  mea¬ 
sures  carried  were  far  less  extensive  than  is  gene¬ 
rally  imagined ; — they  were  only  instalments  and 
advances  towards  a  total  suppression  of  the  slave- 
trade — some  few  instalments  the  more  added  to 
those  several  acts  and  resolutions  which  had  been 
passed  in  favour  of  the  negroes  during  Pitt’s  long 
administration.  We  repeat,  it  was  the  work  of 
time :  and,  possibly  (if  there  is  blame),  Pitt  was 
no  more  to  be  blamed  for  not  doing,  at  an  early 
period,  what  Fox  did,  than  Fox  is  to  he  blamed 
for  not  doing  what  was  done  a  quarter  of  a  century 
after  his  death,  when  the  Whig  government  of 
Earl  Grey  proclaimed  the  emancipation  of  the 
negroes. 

The  course  adopted  by  the  present  ministry  was 
this : — The  attorney-general  brought  in  a  bill  pro¬ 
hibiting  under  strict  ])enalties  the  exportation  of 
slaves  from  the  British  colonies  after  the  1st  of 
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January,  180L*  The  object  of  this  bill  was  to 
prevent  the  investment  of  British  capital,  or  the 
employment  of  British  shipping  and  seamen,  in 
the  foreign  slave-trade.  Now  Pitt,  during  his  last 
administration,  had  caused  an  order  in  council  to 
be  issued  for  the  prevention  of  the  importation  of 
slaves  into  the  colonies  conquered  by  us  during 
the  present  war,  which^  was  going  as  far  as  the 
power  of  the  crown,  by  itself,  would  allow.  After 
the  attorney-general’s  bill  had  been  carried  through, 
Wilberforce  wanted  to  follow  it  up  by  a  general 
bill  for  total  abolition;  but,  after  meeting  Fox  at 
Lord  Grenville’s,  he  reluctantly  gave  up  the  idea 
on  his  lordship’s  decided  opinion  that  there  was  no 
chance  of  carrying  the  main  question  this  session  in 
the  House  of  Lords,  as  the  bishops  were  going  out 
of  town,  &c.  It  was,  however,  agreed  at  this  meet¬ 
ing  that  a  general  resolution  against  the  slave-trade 
should  be  moved  both  in  the  Commons  and  in 
the  Lords,  Fox  engaging  to  lead  in  one  House  and 
Grenville  in  the  other.  “  How  wonderful  are  the 
ways  of  God  !  ”  writes  the  enthusiastic  abolitionist. 
“  Though  intimate  with  Pitt  all  my  life,  since  earliest 
manhood,  and  he  most  warm  for  abolition,  and 
really  honest ;  yet  now  my  whole  human  depend¬ 
ence  is  placed  on  Fox,  to  whom  this  life  has  been 
opposed — and  on  Grenville,  to  whom  I  have  al¬ 
ways  been  rather  hostile  till  of  late  years,  when  I 

■  *  Lord  Henry  Petty  would  have  moved  for  this  hill  some  months  be¬ 
fore  Pitt’s  death,  in  the  preceding  session  of  parliament,  but  was  pre¬ 
vented  by  the  dangerous  illness  of  his  father,  Lord  Lansdowne.  Lord 
Grenville  agreed  to  introduce  it  in  the  Lords,  assuring  Wilberforce 
that  he  should  he  happy  to  promote  the  object  in  any  way. 

'I'lie  saints  and  abolitionists  were  an  important  section  in  parlia¬ 
ment  (as  Pitt  had  found  to  his  sorrow  on  the  Melville  intpeachment ), 
and  in  the  country  they  were  exceedingly  powerful  through  their 
character,  property,  zeal,  and  comlnnation.  On  Pitt's  decease  Lord 
Henry  Petty  canvassed  the  University  of  Cambridge,  and  got  a  great 
deal  of  support,  owing  to  his  known  zeal  in  Wilberforce’s  cause.  His 
opponent.  Lord  Palmerston,  lost  nuich,  owing  to  his  being  supposed 
to  be  an  anti  abolitionist ;  and  mtmbers  declared  that  they  would  not, 
though  satislied  in  all  other  points,  vote  for  an  anti-abolitionist. 

Besides  the  representation  of  Cambridge,  other  advantages  w  ere  ob¬ 
tained  by  the  ministry  through  pledges  and  promises  to  Wilberforce. 
This  leader  of  the  abolitionists  had,  however,  had  his  doubts  and 
misgivings.  Lord  Chancellor  Erskine  was  always  talking  in  a 
friendly  manner,  but  was  .always  absenting  himself;  Lord  Moira  was 
doubtful,  and  so  were  Siilmouth  and  Elleuborough,  who  both  took 
their  tone  from  the  court ;  Lord  Spencer  was  believed  to  be  favour- 
.able,  but  not  very  strong ;  of  Lord  Fitzwilliam  Wilberforce  was  not 
(juite  sure,  but  tlumght  favonr.ably  ;  Windham  was  decidedly  cwUra; 
and  it  was  doubtful  whether  the  royal  family  would  give  up  their 
opposition,  tine  of  the  zealous  abolitionists  suggested  sending  a  de¬ 
putation  to  the  new  ministry  to  make  a  sort  of  eontract  that  they 
would  befriend  them  as  they  had  done  Pitt,  t.  e.  give  them  the  turn  of 
the  scale,  S;c.,  if  they  would  jiroinise  to  support  the  abolition  as  a 
government  measure.  “  The  idea,”  says  Wilberforce,  “is  inadmis¬ 
sible  both  on  grounds  of  rectitude  and  policy  (the  two  parlies  would 
infallibly  have  difl'erent  ideas  of  the  practical  extent  of  the  obligation, 
and  mutual  misiinderstanding  would  ensue),  i/et  I  t/iink  we  ought  to 
contrive  that  the  c/fect  intended  hy  it  may  be  proditccd ;  and,  though  I 
dare  scarcely  bo  sanguine  when  1  recollect  w  ith  whom  we  have  to  do, 
yet  I  cannot  but  entertain  some  hopes  that  the  w  ish  to  mollify  and 
even  coneiliate  a  number  of  strange,  inipracticablc,  and  otherwise  un~ 
comeuMblc  fellows,  by  gratifying  them  in  this  particuhar,  may  have  its 
weight:  at  least  it  will  temi  to  counteract  the  fear  of  olTending  the 
West  Indians.'' — Diary.  Wilberforce,  therefore,  asserting  independent 
principles,  spoke  strongly  against  the  mischievous  elVeet  of  making 
the  Chief  Justice  of  England  a  politician,  by  giving  him  a  seat  in  the 
c.abinet;  and  his  friends  continued  to  act  us  they  had  done  under 
I’itt.  giving  a  general  snpiiort  to  ministers,  without  binding  them¬ 
selves  to  vote  for  them  in  all  particulars,  lint  this  general  support 
was  well  woith  purchase,  for  occasions  might  come  when  they  might 
turn  the  scale  one  way  or  the  other.  Wilberforce  thought  Lord 
Grenville,  Fox,  and  Lord  Henry  Petty  decided  friends  to  abolition; 
but  these  two  last  ministers  talked  as  if  he  might  carry  his  (luestion 
in  the  Hou.se  of  Commons,  but  would  certainly  lose  it  in  the  House 
of  Isn'ds.  “  This,”  he  says,  **  looks  but  ill,  as  if  they  wished  to 
please  us,  and  yet  not  forfeit  Prince  of  W'ales’s  favour,  and  that  of 
G-  U.,  and  other  anti  abolitionists.”  But  he  learned  afterwards,  w  ith 
great  pleasure,  that  the  prince  had  given  his  word  of  honour  to  Fox 
not  to  stir  adversely. 
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heard  he  was  religious.’’  But,  after  all,  Fox 
and  Grenville  coula  not  make  it  a  ministerial 
question,  or  even  860117^  the  concurrence  o  le 
whole  Cabinet,  two  of  the  chief  mem  jers  o  w  ic  i 
were  persevering  anti-aboliiu'^nists.  lie  majori  y 
of  the  cabinet,  however,  deter to  suppor  le 
resolution,  which  would,  it  was  t<J°nght,  in  par 
Lament  to  a  speedy  adoption  of  tilt  Sonera  noea 
sure.  On  the  10th  of  April  Wilberforn"^  movet  an 
address,  calling  on  the  king  to  use  his  in. 
obtain  the  co-operation  of  foreign  powers  . 
ting  down  the  slave-trade.  This  being  ca. 
without  a  division.  Fox  moved  the  promised  rCk 
lution,  in  these  words : — “  Tliat  this  Flouse,  con¬ 
sidering  the  African  slave-trade  to  be  contrary  to 
the  principles  of  justice,  humanity,  and  sound 
policy,  will,  with  all  practicable  expedition,  pro¬ 
ceed  to  take  effectual  measures  for  abolishing  the 
said  trade,  in  such  manner  and  at  such  period  as 
may  seem  advisable.”  And,  upon  a  division,  this 
w'as  carried  by  115  against  14.  “Now,”  says 
Wilberforce,  “  if  it  please  God  to  spare  the  health 
of  Fox,  and  to  keep  him  and  Grenville  together,  I 
hope  we  shall  next  year  see  the  termination  of  all 
our  labours!  ”  The  resolution  was  sent  up  to  the 
House  of  Lords,  and  a  conference  was  demanded  ; 
after  which,  on  a  motion  from  Lord  Grenville, 
their  lordships  concurred  in  the  same  by  a  majo¬ 
rity  of  41  to  20.  Foreseeing  that  the  slave-dealers, 
acting  on  the  impression  that  the  days  of  their 
trade  were  numbered,  would  carry  on  their  traffic 
with  an  increase  of  vigour,  Wilberforce  conferred 
with  Fox  on  the  necessity  of  a  temporary  enact¬ 
ment  for  preventing  such  an  influx  in  the  African 
market.  Fox  again  gratified  him ;  and,  before  the 
close  of  the  session,  a  bill  was  passed  rapidly 
through  both  Houses  to  prevent  the  employment 
of  any  fresh  ships  in  the  African  slave-trade,  by 
prohibiting  the  engaging  of  any  vessel  in  that 
trade  which  had  not  been  actually  employed  in  it 
before  August  1st,  1806,  or  had  not  contracted 
for  such  employment  before  June  10th,  1806. 
The  duration  of  this  act  was  limited  to  twm  years. 

If  Pitt  had  not  been  able  to  prevent  the  im¬ 
peachment  of  his  friend  and  colleague  when  alive 
and  in  power,  there  was  but  slight  chance  that 
that  prosecution  w’ould  be  let  sleep  now  that  he 
W’as  gone,  and  his  adversaries  in  place.  The  trial 
commenced  in  Westminster  Hall  on  the  29th  of 
April  before  the  Lords,  the  members  of  the  House 
of  Commons  being  present  in  a  committee  of  the 
whole  House.  The  articles  of  the  charge  were  ten 
in  number,  but  in  substance  only  three.  1.  That, 
as  treasurer  of  the  navy.  Lord  Melville  had  applied 
divers  sums  of  i^iblic  money  to  his  private  use  and 
profit.  2.  That  he  had  permitted  his  paymaster, 
Trotter,  to  take  large  sums  of  money  Irom  the 
Bank  of  England,  issued  to  it  on  account  of  the 
treasurer  of  the  navy,  and  to  place  it  in  his  own 
name  with  his  ])rivate  banker.  3.  That  he  had  per¬ 
mitted  Trotter  to  apply  the  money  so  abstracted  to 
purposes  of  private  emolument,  and  had  himself 
derived  profit  therefrom. 
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Whitbread,  the  chief  manager,*  was  not  a 
Burke  ;  ofiice-books^  and  ba’iikers’  accounts  were 
but  indifterent  materials  fo'-  rhetoric;  a  very  large 
portion  of  the  public,  no^v  that  the  first  excitement 
was  worn  away,  were  ’'.veary  of  the  subject ;  and  of 
the  upper  elasses  tl’  g  majority,  though  admitting 
some  carelessnes  g  irregularity,  considered 

Hundas  as  ar^  ill-used  man  :  nearly  all  the  at- 
Hactioiis  we*"  g  -wanting  that  crowded  Westminster 
Hall  with  j-ank,  genius,  and  fashion  at  the  com- 
menceir  of  Warren  Hastings’s  trial :  the  attend- 
and  flat,  and  the  proceedings  were 
*  over  pretty  much  in  the  manner  of  an  audit- 
^  iig  of  accounts.  It  was  made  perfectly  clear  that 
Mr.  Trotter  had  made  up  for  the  miserable  defi¬ 
ciency  of  bis  salary  by  deriving  profit  from  the 
banking-house  of  Coutts  on  the  deposits ;  that 
Melville  had  made  temporary  use  of  some  sums  of 
money,  but  had  repaid  them  all,  and  with  in¬ 
terest  :  but  Whitbread’s  evidence  failed  altogether 
in  proving  that  Melville  had  ever  sought  private 
emolument  from  the  deposits,  or  had  ever  ab¬ 
stracted  any  public  money  with  the  intention  of 
keeping  it  for  himself.  Two  questions  were  put 
by  the  Lords  to  the  judges  : — 1.  Whether  moneys 
issued  from  the  Exchequer  to  the  Bank  of  Eng¬ 
land  on  account  of  the  treasurer  of  his  majesty’s 
navy,  pursuant  to  the  Act  25  Geo.  III.  c.  31,  may 
be  lawfully  drawn  from  the  said  bank  by  the  per¬ 
son  duly  authorised  by  the  treasurer  to  draw  upon 
the  bank,  according  to  the  said  act,  the  drafts 
of  such  person  being  made  for  the  purpose  of  dis¬ 
charging  bills  actually  assigned  upon  the  treasurer 
before  the  date  of  such  drafts,  but  not  actually 
presented  for  payment  before  such  drawing ;  and 
whether  such  moneys,  so  drawn  from  the  Bank  of 
England,  may  be  lawfully  lodged  in  the  hands  of 
a  private  banker  until  the  payment  of  such  as¬ 
signed  bills,  and  for  the  purpose  of  making  pay¬ 
ment  thereof  when  the  payment  thereof  should  be 
demanded ;  or  whether  such  act  in  so  drawing 
such  moneys,  and  lodging  and  depositing  the  same 
as  aforesaid,  is  in  the  law  a  crime  or  offence  ? 
2.  Whether  moneys  issued  from  the  Exchequer 
to  the  Bank  of  England,  on  account  of  the  trea¬ 
surer  of  the  navy,  pursuant  to  the  Act  25  Geo. 
III.  c.  31,  may  be  lawfully  drawn  therefrom  by 
drafts  drawn  in  the  name  and  on  the  behalf  of 
the  said  treasurer,  in  the  form  prescribed  in  the 
said  act,  for  the  purpose  of  such  moneys  being 
ultimately  applied  to  naval  services,  but  in  the 
mean  time,  and  until  the  same  should  be  required 
to  be  so  applied,  for  the  purpose  of  being  depo¬ 
sited  in  the  hands  of  a  private  banker,  or  other 
private  depositary  of  such  moneys,  in  the  name 
and  under  the  immediate  sole  control  and  dispo¬ 
sition  of  some  other  person  or  persons  than  the  said 

*  The  other  managers  were  Fox,  Howick,  Stieridan,  Lord  Iteury 
Petty.  Liinl  Viscount  Marsham,  Daniel  Giles,  t'isconnt  Folkestone. 
.Innathan  Halne,  Ffrench  I.anrenee,  Thomas freevey,  Henry  Holland, 
.lohn  Culeiart,  I.onl  PorcheMer,  I.ord  .Archibald  Hamilton,  C.  W.  W. 
Wynne,  Joseidi  .lekyll,  Fdwaid  Morris,  KarlTemple,  W,  1).  liest. 
Lord  Robert  Silencer,  Sir  Arthur  Piggott  (attorncy-goneralj,  Sir  Sa- 
muel  liorailly  (soliciior-goueral^. 


treasurer  himself?  To  the  first  of  these  queries 
the  judges  replied  that  such  an  act,  or  the  so  draw¬ 
ing  of  such  moneys  in  a  private  bank,  was  not  in 
the  law  a  crime  or  offence.  To  the  second  ques¬ 
tion  the  reply  was,  “  That,  if,  by  the  expression, 
‘  for  the  purpose  of  being  deposited  in  the  hands  of 
a  private  banker,’  is  to  be  understood  that  such  was 
the  object  or  reason  of  drawing  the  money  out  of  the 
Bank  of  England,  the  judges  answer,  that  moneys 
may  not  be  lawfully  so  drawn  out  of  the  Bank  of 
England,  although  the  moneys  be  intended  to  be, 
and  may  in  fact  be,  ultimately  applied  to  navy  ser¬ 
vices.  But  if,  by  that  expression,  it  is  to  be  un¬ 
derstood  that  such  intermediate  deposit  in  the 
hands  of  a  private  banker  is  made,  bond  fide,  as 
the  means,  or  supposed  means,  of  more  conve¬ 
niently  applying  the  money  to  navy  services,  in 
that  case  the  judges  answer  that  moneys,  issued 
from  the  Exchequer  to  the  Bank  of  England  on 
account  of  the  treasurer  of  the  navy,  pursuant  to 
the  Act  of  the  25th  Geo.  III.  c.  31,  may  be 
lawfully  drawn  therefrom,  by  drafts  drawn  in  the 
name  and  on  behalf  of  the  treasurer,  in  the  form 
prescribed  by  the  same  act,  for  the  purpose  of  such 
moneys  being  ultimately  applied  to  navy  services, 
although  in  the  mean  time,  and  until  the  same 
shall  be  required  to  be  so  applied,  the  money  may 
be  deposited  in  the  hands  of  a  private  banker,  or 
other  private  depositary,  in  the  name  and  under 
the  immediate  sole  control  and  disposition  of  some 
other  person  or  persons  than  the  treasurer  him¬ 
self.” 

Their  lordships  then  submitted  a  third  question 
to  the  judges — Whether  it  was  lawful  for  the  trea¬ 
surer  of  the  navy,  before  the  passing  of  the  Act 
25  Geo.  III.  c.  31,  and  more  especially  when,  by 
warrant  from  his  majesty,  his  salary  was  aug¬ 
mented  in  full  satisfaction  for  all  fees  and  other 
profits  and  emoluments,  to  apply  any  sum  of  mo¬ 
ney  intrusted  to  him  for  navy  services  to  any 
other  use  whatsoever,  public  or  private,  without 
express  authority  for  so  doing;  and  whether  such 
application  of  navy  money  would  have  been  a  mis¬ 
demeanor,  or  punishable  by  information  or  indict¬ 
ment?  The  judges  replied  that  it  was  not  unlaw¬ 
ful,  and  did  not  constitute  a  misdemeanor  punish¬ 
able  by  information  or  indictment. 

There  were  altogether  only  sixteen  days  of  trial. 
F'ox,  Sheridan,  Lord  Howick,  Lord  Henry  Petty, 
and  Dr.  F.  Laurence,  though  managers,  scarcely 
opened  their  lips  during  the  proceedings;  and, 
except  two  long,  hard,  and  dry  orations  from 
Whitbread,  no  speech  M-as  delivered  on  that 
side.  On  June  the  12th,  the  sixteenth  day  of  the 
trial,  the  Lords  voted  on  the  several  charges.  On 
the  first  charge  Not  Guilty  was  pronounced  by 

120  against  15,  who  said  Guilty  ;  on  the  second 
charge  the  votes  for  acquittal  were  81  against  54  ; 
on  the  third  charge  83  against  52  ;  on  the  fourth, 
135  to  0;  on  the  fifth,  131  against  3;  on  the 
sixth,  88  against  41  ;  on  the  seventh,  85  against 
50;  on  the  eighth,  121  against  14  ;  on  the  ninth, 

121  against  14;  and  on  the  tenth,  124  against  11. 


219 


CIVIL  AND  MILITARY  TRANSACTIONS 1806. 


Chap.  L] 

The  number  of  peers  that  voted  was  135.*  When 
ihe  clerk,  with  the  lord  chancellor,  had  cast  up  the 
numbers  at  the  woolpack,  the  chancellor  ordered 
proclamation  for  silence  ;  which  being  made,  his 
lordship  addressed  the  Llouse : — “  My  Lords,  a  ma¬ 
jority  of  the  Lords  have  acquitted  Henry  Viscount 
Melville  of  the  high  crimes  and  misdemeanors 
charged  upon  him  by  the  impeachment  of  the 
Commons,  and  of  all  things  contained  therein.” 
And  then,  addressing  Melville,  the  lord  chancellor 
said,  “Henry  Viscount ’Melville,  I  am  to  acquaint 
vour  lordshij)  that  you  are  acquitted  of  the  articles 
of  impeachment  exhibited  against  you  by  the 
Commons  for  high  crimes  and  misdemeanors,  and 
of  all  things  contained  therein.”  Melville,  who 
stood  while  the  chancellor  spoke,  made  a  low  bow 
when  he  had  finished.  Their  lordships  adjourned 
to  the  chamber  of  parliament;  and,  the  chancellor 
having  announced  there  that  the  impeachment  was 
dismissed,  the  whole  business,  which  had  cost  the 
country  some  thousands  of  pounds,  ended. 

Though  wounded  in  his  pride,  driven  from 
office  and  from  that  life  of  business  and  active 
employment  which  seemed  to  have  become  neces¬ 
sary  to  his  existence,  though  deprived  of  the 
patronage  of  Scotland,  where  for  so  many  years 
he  had  exercised  an  almost  sovereign  rule,  and 
though  exposed  to  the  sharp  stings  of  ingrati¬ 
tude  and  to  the  taunts  and  turnings  of  men  whom 
he  had  raised  from  the  dust,  Melville’s  tough 
frame,  which  throve  under  the  free  living  or 
drinking  that  hastened  the  death  of  his  friend  Pitt, 
and  his  still  tougher  mind,  enabled  him  to  bear  up 
manfully — at  least  in  the  eyes  of  the  world ;  and 
he  was  capable  of  the  magnanimity  of  forgiving, 
or  of  suppressing  his  indignation  against,  the  men 
who  had  treated  him  as  a  pilferer  and  cut-purse. f 
The  lovers  of  literature  and  of  genius  will  not 
forget  that  in  the  days  of  his  power  the  patronage 
of  Melville  was  extended  to  Walter  Scott,  when  a 
voung  man  and  in  need  of  it.J  Among  his  lord- 

*  Trial  of  Henry  Lord  Viscount  Melville,  X-c.,  taken  in  skort-liand 
by  Joseph  and  William  B.  Gurney,  and  published  by  order  of  the 
House  of  Beers.  .  '  ,  ,  ,  , 

f  We  have  shonn  how  Wilberforce  and  the  saints  t^haved  and 
voted  on  the  ([uestion  of  impeachment.  Witli  Wilberforce  on  the 
other  side  there  would  have  beeu  no  impeachment  at  all.  Melville’s 
conduct  to  himself  after  all  this  was  indeed  an  instance  of  the  better 
nature  of  tliat  remark.able  man,  and  was  always  mentioned  by  Wil- 
herforco  with  unusual  pleasure.  He  says,  “W'e  did  not  meet  for  a 
lont;  time,  and  all  his  connexions  most  violently  abused  me.  About 
a  vear  before  be  died  we  met  in  the  stone  passafje  which  leads  from 
tlie  Horse  Guards  to  the  Treasury.  We  came  suddenly  upon  each 
other,  just  in  the  open  part,  where  the  li"ht  struck  upon  our  faces. 
We  saw  one  another,  and  at  first  I  thought  he  was  passing  on,  but  he 
stopped  ami  called  out,  '  Ah,  Wilberforce,  liow  do  you  dor’  and  gave 
me  a  hearty  shake  by  the  hand.  I  would  have  given  a  Uiousand 
pounds  for  that  shake.  I  never  saw  him  afterwards.”— itye.  Mel- 
ville  died  on  the  28th  of  May,  1811,  shortly  after  completing  Ins 
seventvsecoud  year. 

t  Ilia  letter  dated  March  the  3rd,  180G,  .Scott  says,  "  I  own  Lord 
Melville’s  raistbnanes  affect  me  deeply.  He.  at  least  his  nephew, 
was  my  early  patron,  and  gave  me  countenance  and  assiyance  whoa 
I  had  lint  few  fiienrL.  1  liave  seen  when  tile  streets  of  Edinburgh 
were  thought  by  the  inhabitants  almost  too  vulgar  for  Lord  Melville 
to  walk  upon  ;  and  now'  I  fear  tliat,  with  bis  power  and  influence 
gone,  bis  presence  would  be  accounted  by  many,  from  whom  he  has 
deserved  other  thoughts,  an  embarras.mient,  if  not  something  worse. 
.\11  this  is  l  ery  vile— it  is  one  of  the  occasions  when  Providence,  as 
it  were,  indnslrionsly  turns  tlie  tapestry  to  let  us  see  tlie  raggmd  ends 
of  the  wovsled  w  hicli  composes  its  most  beautiful  figures.’  — Letter  to 
(ieio  oe  Ellis.  Eicj.,  in  l.ocUlmn's  Life  of  Sir  JValtcr  Scott.  Aud  the 
poet  did  not  allow  his  worldly  prudence  to  stint  his  gratitude.  M  hue 
so  many  tar.oUhmcn  were  looking  reveretitially  to  tlie  new-  ministry, 
as  likely  to  staud  and  to  be  tlie  dispensers  of  tliose  good  things  which 


ship’s  sources  of  consolation  was  this — when  in 
power  himself,  and  with  the  strength  of  govern¬ 
ment  exerted  in  his  behalf,  he  was  put  upon  his 
defence ;  and  when  out  of  place,  and  with  his  de¬ 
cided  political  adversaries  in  administration,  he 
was  tried  and  acquitted.  The  great  majority  of 
his  peers  who  acquitted  him  are  scarcely  to  be  ac¬ 
cused  of  partiality,  and  are  not  amenable  to  the 
charge  of  corrupt  and  dishonourable  conduct; 
while  it  is  a  known  fact  that  the  judges  who  at¬ 
tended  the  trial  were,  with  the  exception  of  Ellen- 
borough,  the  lord  chief  justice  (who  voted  guilty 
on  five  of  the  charges,^and  not  guilty  on  the  five 
others),  all  clearly  coiTvinced  of  his  innocence.* 

Melville  could  give  no  longer^he  wrote  a  dashing,  uncompromising 
song,  which  John  Itallautyne,  his  printer,  sung  at  a  public  dinner 
given  in  honour  of  Melville’s  acquittal.  In  tliat  spontaneous  burst 
of  feeling  he  reminded  liis  country  how  Melville  had  acted  during  tlie 
storm  created  by  the  French  revolution,  and  by  the  friends  of  reform 
at  home, 

“  M’hen  villains  and  coxcombs,  French  politics  praising.^ 

Drove  peace  from  our  tables  aud  sleep  from  our  beds,” 

He  called  to  their  minds  how,  when  the  Blues  (ihe  Scottish  volun¬ 
teers)  were  raising,  Jlelville  was  the  fust  to  head  them,  and 
“Our  liearts  they  grew  bolder 
When,  musket  on  slioulder, 

Stepp’d  forth  our  old  statesman  example  to  give  ; 

Come,  hoys,  never  fear, 

Drink  the’  Blue  grenadier — 

Here’s  to  old  Hakky,  and  long  may  he  live  !” 

•  Lord  Brougham,  Statesmen  of  tlie  Time  of  George  HI.  His  lord- 
ship  concludes  ills  character  of  this  mnch  defamed  statesman  by 
saying,  “  It  is  very  certain  that  these  remarks  will  give  little  satisfac¬ 
tion  tHhose  wdtose  political  pi  inciples  have  always  kept  them  apart 
from,  and  inimical  to.  Lord  Melville.  But  to  what  p  urpose  have  men 
lived  for  .above  thirty  years  after  the  trial,  and  survived  tlie  object  of 
the  charge  more  tlian  a  quarter  of  a  century,  if  tliey  cannot  now,  and 
upon  a  mere  judicial  question,  permit  their  judgments  to  have  a  free 
scope — deciding  calmly  upon  events  that  belong  to  the  liistory  of  the 
past,  aud  involve  the  repiutation  of  tlie  dead  ?  ’ 

Warren  Hastings,  wlio  survived  Melville  so  many  years,  was  very 
resentful  of  the  evils  be  bad  received  from  him.  Tne  India  Bill  which 
succeeded  Fox’s  most  uiiluckv  hit,  aud  which  is  called  1  itt  s  India 
Bill,  was  universally  cousidere’d  at  tlie  time  as  almost  tlie  sole  work 
of  Dundas.  But  I'lastings  always  maintained — and  tlie  facts  seem 
piretty  well  proved— tluit  all  the  materials  for  that  bill,  and  all  the  in¬ 
formation  and  knowledge  necessary  to  the  production  of  it,  were  fur- 
nislied  by  Hastings.  Melville  never  acknowledged  the  obligation ; 
and.  when  Hastings’s  evil  hour  came,  lie  was  induced,  like  his  supe¬ 
rior,  Bitt,  after  a  very  faint  effort  in  favour  of  tlie  accused,  to  join  in 
the  cry  of  his  accusers,  ’riiough  bis  animosity  against  Melville  was 
never  so  great  as  that  wliich  he  felt  towards  Bilt,  it  was  still  sufli- 
ciently  violent.  As  was  usual  with  Hastings,  he  veuted  liis  feelings 
in  rliyme.  We  know  not  whether  tlie  following  lines  were  written 
before  the  event  of  Melville’s  fall  and  impeacliraent,  or  whether  they 
were  written  after  that  event,  aud  on  the  safe  side  ot  prophecy. 

THE  JACKD.AW  AND  BEACOCK. 

A  jackdaw  of  ambitious  mind, 

'I’lie  vainest  of  tlie  jackdaw  kind. 

By  luck,  as  he  conceiv’d  it,  found 
A  peacock’s  feathers  on  tlie  ground, 

Wliicli,  prompted  by  a  foolish  pride. 

He  seiz'd  anu  to  his  tail  apipilicd. 

Despiising  now  Ids  native  crew. 

To  join  the  peacock  trilie  he  Hew  ; 

But  tliey,  tlie  gross  imposture  loathing. 

Beck’d  off  Ids  surreptitious  clotldng, 

-And  drove  1dm  scam  piering  from  their  sight. 

Bare  to  the  rump,  in  rueful  plight. 

His  ancient  friends,  witli  like  disdain 
Spurn'd  aud  repuls’d,  he  courts  iu  vain ; 
lu  vain  lie  sues  for  consolation. 

Of  friends  aud  foes  tlie  detestation. 

But  one  less  cruel  tlian  the  rest 
The  renegado  thus  address  d  : — 

“  Lo  !  the  pretender’s  doom  !  Be  wise, 

"  Nor  aim  henceforth  liy  fraud  to  rise  : 

“  They  but  debase  their  piropier  merit 
“  Who  seek  another’s  to  inherit.’’ 

Witli  vanity  no  less  revolting 
'Twas  thus  Dundas  observ’d  my  moulting, 

Bick’d  up  my  plumes,  wlierewitli  array’d 
In  anniversary  parade 
He  struts  and  boasts,  as  well  he  may, 

Aud  hails  it  as  his  proudest  day ; 

M'hile,  of  bis  wortldess  pomp  aware, 

Tlie  Commons  and  tlieir  Speaker  stare. 

But  mark,  though  now  be  knows  no  equal, 

Mark  liow  they  ’ll  serve  him  in  the  sequel ; 

2  F  2 
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No  impeachment  would  ever  have  taken  place  if 
Pitt  had  realized  the  hopes  of  the  Whigs  of 
coalescing  with  them,  and  of  forcing  Fox  upon 
the  king  in  1804.  But  there  was,  after  all,  some 
matter  of  public  consolation  in  these  costly  prose¬ 
cutions :  the  impeachment  of  Hastings  had  set 
limits  to  the  exercise  of  a  too  arbitrary  power  in 
India ;  the  impeachment  of  Melville  taught  minis¬ 
ters  to  be  more  careful  of  their  public  accounts  at 
home,  and  to  diminish  the  temptations  put  in  the 
way  of  their  subalterns. 

The  present  ministry,  by  their  new  bill,  and 
their  debates  on  the  regular  army,  in  which  they 
spoke  disparagingly  of  the  yeomanry  and  volun¬ 
teers,  had  given  great  offence  to  a  very  numerous 
part  of  the  nation ;  their  financial  measures  gained 
them  no  credit  with  the  country  at  large ;  but 
what  drew  down  upon  them  the  greatest  weight  of 
discredit  and  unpopularity  was  their  conduct  with 
respect  to  that  unhappy  woman  the  Princess  of 
Wales.  The  uncongenial  and  in  every  way  inaus¬ 
picious  marriage  of  the  prince  had  led  to  a  down¬ 
right  separation,  after  little  more  than  a  year’s 
cohabitation  and  the  birth  of  a  daughter. 
George  III.  had  then  and  ever  since  warmly  inte¬ 
rested  himself  in  favour  of  his  luckless  niece  and 
daughter-in-law,  and  the  Pittites  or  Tories  in 
])ower  had  as  constantly  espoused  the  same  cause. 
On  the  other  hand  the  Foxites  and  Whigs,  who 
regarded  Carlton  House  as  a  part  of  their  own 
camp,  or  as  a  sort  of  head-quarters  of  their  party, 
had  with  equal  warmth  espoused  the  cause  of  his 
highness  of  Wales,  undertaking  on  all  necessary 
occasions  to  defend  his  not  very  defensible  conduct 
from  reproach.  After  many  degrading  altercations 
about  money  matters,  and  more  agonizing  disputes 
(to  the  mother)  about  the  care  and  custody  of  the 
infant  princess,  whispers,  and  then  rumours,  began 
to  be  spread,  from  Carlton  House  through  the 
whole  Whig  circle,  that  the  Princess  of  Wales  was 
conducting  herself  in  a  manner  that  could  not  be 
tolerated  without  incurring  a  national  disgrace. 
How  the  prince  was  living,  and  how  a  noble  dame, 
the  wife  of  a  British  ])eer,  w'as  occupying  the 
place  which  was  once  held  by  the  Fitzherbert,  and 
which  ought  now  to  have  been  occupied  by  his  own 
wife,  were  things  unfortunately  but  too  well  known 
to  the  whole  world.  But  the  morality  in  these 
matters  is  all  one-sided  ;  and  it  is  perhaps  expedient 
to  uphold  the  principle  that  the  delinquencies  of 
the  husband  are  not  to  excuse  those  of  the  wife.  The 
Princess  of  Wales  complained  in  a  letter  to  the 
king  that  for  more  than  two  years,  dating  from 
1804,  she  had  been  “  beset  by  spies.”  Tlie  chief 
of  those  spies  were  a  certain  Sir  John  and  Lady 
Douglas,  who  lived  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
princess  at  Blackheath,  in  terms  of  the  closest  in- 

Kxpose  him  in  the  face  of  dny, 

Ami  all  his  borrow’t)  plumt?s  betray ; 
lieave  not  a  budget  to  eijuip  lum, 

Phiok  him  and  peck  him,  yea  uud  strip  him 
As  naked  all  above  the  letj 
As  when  he  wore  the  phillabej;^: 

Ve.a,  justice  soon  or  late  shall  reach  him, 

Ai>d  friends  desert  and  foes  impeach  him. 

Mi>.  Poem  by  IVarren  Hastings. 
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timacy,  andTn  the  daily  profession  of  the  most 
devoted  friendship.  Sir  John  was  one  of  the 
equerries  of  the  Duke  of  Sussex.  He  reported  to 
the  duke  his  master,  and  the  duke  reported  to  his 
royal  brother,  the  Prince  of  Wales.  These  reports 
grew  big  in  1805,  for  they  asserted  that  the  prin¬ 
cess  had  been  delivered  of  an  illegitimate  child. 
Whether  Sir  John  and  Lady  Douglas  received  their 
commission  in  the  first  instance  from  the  prince 
himself,  or  only  from  some  officious  friends  of  the 
prince,  remains  open  to  doubt.  The  relation  in 
which  Sir  John  stood  towards  the  Duke  of  Sussex 
has  excited  the  suspicion  that  the  duke  was  not  a 
stranger  to  his  and  his  wife’s  doings  at  Blackheath. 
On  the  11th  of  November,  1805,  the  prince  sent 
for  Romilly,  as  a  good  Whig,  and  excellent  chan¬ 
cery  law'yer,  to  consult  with  him  on  a  subject  “  of 
the  most  confidential  nature,  and  of  the  greatest 
importance.”  The  prince  stated  to  Romilly  very 
circumstantially,  and  at  great  length,  facts  which 
had  been  communicated  to  him  relative  to  the 
Princess  of  Wales,  through  the  intervention  (we 
quote  Romilly’s  own  words)  of  the  Duke  of 
Sussex,  by  Lady  Douglas,  the  wife  of  one  of  the 
duke’s  equerries.  The  prince  then  told  Romilly 
that  the  account  was  to  be  put  down  in  writing, 
and  that  it  should  he  then  sent  to  him,  that  he 
might  consider  with  Lord  Thurlow,  to  whom  it 
was  also  to  he  sent,  what  steps  it  w'ould  be  neces¬ 
sary  to  take.  A  month  passed  during  which 
Romilly  heard  nothing  more  on  the  subject ;  but  at 
the  end  of  that  time  Colonel  Mac  IMahon,  one  of  the 
Prince  of  Wales’s  household,  brought  him  a  paper 
from  the  prince,  containing  the  narrative  of  Lady 
Douglas.  Accompanied  by  Mac  Mahon,  Romilly 
waited  upon  Thurlow  on  the  15th  of  December, 
1805.  The  burly  ex-chancellor  had  been  very  ill, 
and  was  still  extremely  infirm.  It  seemed,  however, 
to  Romilly  that  he  was  still  in  full  possession  of 
his  faculties,  and  that  he  expressed  himself  “  with 
that  coarse  energy  for  which  he  had  long  been 
remarkable.”  Thurlow  said  that  the  first  point 
to  he  considered  was  whether  her  ladyship’s  ac¬ 
count  were  true,  declaring  that  for  his  own  part  he 
did  not  believe  it.*  Upon  the  whole  his  opinion 
was,  that  the  evidence  the  prince  was  in  possession 
of  would  not  justify  taking  any  step  on  his  part, 
and  that  he  had  only  to  wait  and  see  what  facts 
might  come  to  light  in  future.  Thurlow  added, 
however,  that  he  thought  it  would  he  proper,  in 
tlie  meantime,  to  employ  a  person  to  collect  evi¬ 
dence  respecting  the  conduct  of  the  princess;  and 
he  named  one  Lowten  as  a  person  very  fit  to  be 
employed  for  such  purposes.  At  Mac  Mahon’s 
desire' Romilly  wrote  down,  for  the  information  of 

»  “  He  (Thurlow)  s.-\ia  that  Ihprc  w.as  no  ciimpimtiim  in  her  (Lady 
Poiiglns’s)  narrative  (that  was  tlie  exitressiou  heiiseil),  no  coniicetion 
in  it,  no  dates:  tliat  same  parts  of  it  were  grossly  improbable.  He 
then  said,  tliat,  wlien  lirst  lie  knew  the  princess,  lie  sliould  liave 
thoiiglit  her  incapable  of  writing  or  saying  any  sucli  things  as  Lady 
Douglas  imputed  to  Iter,  but  that  she  might  lie  altered;  that  to  be 
sure  it  was  a  strange  tiling  to  take  a  beggar’s  child,  but  a  lew  days  old, 
and  adopt  it  as  her  own  ;  but  tliiit,  itowever,  princesses  hatl  sometimes 
strange  wliims  wliicli  uobody  cottUi  account  for ;  tliat  in  some  respects 
her  situation  was  desen  itig  of  great  coiuiiassion."— Narra¬ 
tive,  in  Life  by  his  Suns. 
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the  prince,  what  he  collected  to  be  LordThurlow’s 
opinions.  As  it  was  seen  from  Thurlow’s  manner 
that  he  was  not  disposed  to  enter  fully  into  the 
subject,  Mac  Mahon  gave  Romilly  to  understand 
that  the  prince  would  he  governed  by  his  (Romilly’s) 
advice.  Romilly,  however,  wished  to  decline  being 
the  single  adviser  of  the  prince  in  such  a  matter, 
and  suggested  the  propriety  of  consulting  Erskine. 
Lady  Douglas’s  narrative  was  accordingly  put  into 
Erskine’s  hands,  and  he  and  Romilly  met  upon  it. 
But  Erskine  was  shy  of  committing  himself,  or 
entering  into  the  matter  ;  and  therefore  Romilly  by 
himself  put  down  in  writing  what  appeared  to  him 
to  be  the  principal  difficulties  to  be  decided  on, 
and  gave  his  paper  to  the  colonel  to  be  delivered 
to  the  prince.  Erskine,  however,  appointed  Lowten, 
the  spy  or  evidence-collector  recommended  by 
Thurlow,  to  meet  him  and  Romilly;  but  on  the 
night  before  the  meeting  Erskine’s  wife  died,  and, 
as  he  could  not  attend  the  meeting,  Romilly  saw 
Lowten  alone,  put  him  in  possession  of  the  facts  he 
was  acquainted  with,  and  delivered  to  him  Lady 
Douglas’s  statement.  Lowten  forthwith  got  into 
communication,  and  had  personal  interviews,  with 
Lord  Moira  and  Colonel  Mac  Mahon,  and  he  re¬ 
ported  to  Romilly  that  he  understood  from  them 
that  it  was  the  prince’s  wish  he  should  see 
Lady  Douglas.  On  the  very  day  after  this — on 
the  31st  of  December,  1805 — Romilly  saw  Lady 
Douglas,  with  Sir  John  Douglas,  Lord  Moira,  and 
Lowten,  at  Lowten’s  chambers.  “  Lady  Douglas,” 
he  says,  “  answered  all  questions  put  to  her  with 
readiness,  and  gave  her  answers  wuth  great  cool¬ 
ness  and  self-possession,  and  in  a  manner  to  im¬ 
press  one  very  much  with  the  truth  of  them.” 
On  the  23rd  of  January  Pitt  died ;  and  on  the 
8th  of  February  Romilly  received  information  from 
Fox  that  he-was  appointed  solicitor-general.  Some 
time  passed,  during  which  it  seems  that  Lowten 
busied  himself  in  his  vocation,  and  the  friends  of 
the  prince  made  a  great  stir.  On  the  18th  of  May, 
at  the  prince’s  desire,  Romilly  called  again  on 
Lord  Thurlow.  The  evidence  which  had  been 
discovered  since  his  previous  visit  was  not  consi¬ 
dered  very  important.  But  Thurlow  desired  him 
to  tell  the  prince  that  the  information  he  had  re¬ 
ceived  was  too  important  to  remain  in  his  posses¬ 
sion  without  some  steps  being  taken  upon  it ;  that 
he  ought  to  communicate  it  to  Mr.  Fox,  and  con¬ 
sider  with  him  what  was  to  be  done  upon  it ;  and 
that  the  information  had  remained  already  too  long 
in  his  royal  highness’s  possession  without  being 
proceeded  on.  Romilly  immediately  waited  upon 
the  prince,  and  communicated  Thurlow’s  message 
to  him ;  and  it  appears  to  have  been  upon  this  that 
the  prince  determined  to  refer  the  “  delicate  inves¬ 
tigation”  (as  it  was  called,  on  the  lucus  a  non 
lucendo  principle)  to  high  authorities.  Five  days 
after  his  last  interview  with  Thurlow,  Romilly  saw 
Lord  Grenville  on  the  subject,  and  his  lordship 
desired  him  to  state  the  most  material  facts,  from 
the  written  declarations  which  had  been  put  into 
his  (Romilly’s)  possession,  in  order  to  their  being 


laid  before  the  king.  According  to  Romilly,  Lord 
Grenville  seemed  to  think  that  the  birth  of  the 
child  would  render  it  impossible  to  avoid  making 
the  matter  public,  and  the  subject  of  a  parliament¬ 
ary  proceeding.  On  the  24th  of  May  Lord 
Chancellor  Erskine  read  the  papers  to  the  king ; 
and  his  majesty  authorised  his  lordship  and  Lords 
Spencer,  Grenville,  and  Ellenborough  to  inquire 
into  the  subject,  and  to  report  to  him  the  result  of 
the  examinations  they  should  take.  On  the  31st 
Romilly  met  the  lord  chancellor  and  the  other  three 
noblemen  at  Lord  Grenville’s ;  and  it  was  settled 
that  they  should  proceed  the  next  day  upon  the  ex¬ 
amination.  They  met  accordingly ;  no  person 
being  present  but  Romilly,  the  four  lords,  and 
Sir  John  and  Lady  Douglas.  Sir  John  and  the 
lady  underwent  a  very  long  examination,  and  that 
most  execrable  of  all  evidence,  a  heap  of  anonym¬ 
ous  letters,  was  produced,  and  put  into  the  posses¬ 
sion  of  Romilly.  Witnesses  were  clandestinely 
brought  in,  and  examined  in  Lord  Grenville’s 
house,  without  any  intimation  given  to  the  prin¬ 
cess  of  what  w'as  in  agitation  against  her.  On  the 
6th  two  of  the  princess’s  pages  were  examined,  in 
the  presence  of  Romilly.  On  the  Jth  Romilly  at¬ 
tended  again  at  Lord  Grenville’s  house,  and  re¬ 
mained  there  from  between  one  and  two  o’clock  in 
the  day  till  half-past  eleven  at  night.  “  The  whole 
of  our  time,”  says  Romilly  himself,  “  with  a  short 
interval  for  dinner,  was  occupied  in  examining 
witnesses.  The  four  lords  of  the  council  had 
granted  an  order  to  bring  before  them  six  of  the 
princess’s  most  confidential  servants  from  her  house 
at  Blackheath,  to  be  examined.  The  order  was 
executed  without  any  previous  intimation  being 
given  to  the  princess,  or  to  any  of  her  servants. 
The  Duke  of  Kent  attended,  and  stated  to  the 
princess  that  reports  very  injurious  to  her  reputa¬ 
tion  had  been  in  circulation  ;  and  that  his  majesty 
had  therefore  ordered  an  inquiry  to  be  instituted 
on  the  subject.  The  princess  said  that  they  were 
welcome  to  examine  all  her  servants,  if  they 
thought  proper.  In  addition  to  the  servants,  Sophia 
Austin  was  examined.  The  result  of  the  examina¬ 
tion  was  such  as  left  a  perfect  conviction  on  my 
mind,  and  I  believe  on  the  minds  of  the  four  lords, 
that  the  boy  in  question  is  the  sun  of  Sophia  Austin ; 
that  he  was  born  in  Brownlow-street  hospital  on 
the  11th  of  July,  1802;  and  w'as  taken  by  the 
princess  into  her  house  on  the  15th  of  November 
in  the  same  year,  and  has  ever  since  been  under  her 
protection.  The  evidence  of  all  the  servants  as  to 
the  general  conduct  of  the  princess  was  very  fa¬ 
vourable  to  her  royal  highness ;  and  Lady  Douglas’s 
account  w'as  contradicted  in  many  very  important 
particulars.”  *  The  princess  now  thought  proper 
to  make  the  proceedings  public,  and  to  endeavour 
to  excite  all  the  public  odium  she  could  against  the 
prince.  Romilly  says  that  his  royal  highness  could 
not  have  acted  otherwise  than  he  had  done ;  that 
if  he  rvas  to  blame  it  was  for  having  used  too  much 
caution,  and  for  having  delayed  too  long  laying 

*  Diary,  in  Lifu  of  Sir  Samuel  Romilly  by  his  Sons. 
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before  the  ministers  the  important  facts  which  had 
come  to  his  knowledge.  But  the  public  at  large 
entertained  a  very  different  opinion,  and  terrible 
was  the  odium  drawn  down  upon  the  prince  and 
upon  the  present  cabinet  for  proceedings  which 
were  considered  un-English,  irregular,  and  inqui¬ 
sitorial,  Perhaps  the  conviction  on  the  minds  of 
the  four  noble  lords  was  not  so  strong  as  on  Ro- 
milly’s.  The  examination  of  witnesses  went  on  at 
Lord  Grenville’s  house  ;  and  Rorailly  attended  on 
the  23rd,  the  25th,  and  the  27th  of  June,  and  the 
1st  of  July,  producing  on  the  last  occasion  some 
letters  written  by  the  princess  to  her  husband,  and 
to  lier  daughter  the  Princess  Charlotte,  rvhich 
letters  the  prince  himself  had  put  into  his  hands, 
in  order  to  prove  by  comparison  of  the  hand¬ 
writing  that  the  inscriptions  upon  certain  obscene 
drawings,  and  the  directions  u|)on  the  envelopes 
in  which  the  drawings  were  enclosed,  were  all  of 
the  Princess  of  Wales’s  own  handwriting.  *  On 
the  12th  of  July  the  report  of  the  four  noble  com¬ 
missioners  for  inquiring  into  the  conduct  of  the 
Princess  of  Wales  was  finished.  It  stated  the  opi¬ 
nion  of  the  commissioners,  that  there  was  no  foun¬ 
dation  for  either  of  the  assertions,  that  the  prin¬ 
cess  was  delivered  of  a  child  in  1802,  or  that  she 
was  pregnant  in  that  year;  but  that  the  conduct 
sworn  to  have  been  observed  by  the  princess  towards 
Captain  Manby  was  of  a  kind  that  deserved  a  most 
serious  consideration. 

At  the  end  of  the  month  of  January  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  year,  1807,  four  months  after  the  death  of 
Fox,  and  about  two  months  before  the  forced  resig¬ 
nation  of  “  all  the  talents,”  tlie  afiair  of  the  Princess 
of  Wales  was  terminated,  though  not  very  satis¬ 
factorily  to  any  party.  The  king  referred  the 
whole  matter  to  the  cabinet ;  and,  by  their  advice, 
sent  a  written  message  to  the  princess,  stating  that 
lie  w'as  satisfied  there  was  no  foundation  for  the 
charges  of  pregnancy  and  delivery  ;  but  that  he 
saw  with  serious  concern,  in  the  depositions  of  the 
witnesses,  and  even  in  her  royal  highness’s  own 
letter  to  him,  written  by  way  of  defence,  evidence 
of  a  deportment  unbecoming  her  station. t  Flere 
the  matter  rested  for  some  time.  It  created  much 
talk  and  dissatisfaction. |  It  set  all  the  women  and 
nearly  all  the  men  in  the  country  against  “  all  the 
talents.”  Six  years  later,  when  Romilly  and  his 
friends  were  severely  taxed  in  parliament  for 
their  conduct  and  their  compliances  with  the 
Prince  of  Mhiles  on  this  memorable  occasion, 
Romilly  urged  in  defence,  that  the  only  office  he 
had  to  discharge  at  the  meetings  at  Lord  Gren¬ 
ville’s  was  to  write  down  the  depositions  of  the 
witnesses,  and  read  them  over  to  them  before  they 
were  signed  ;  that  for  this  office  he  had  been 
selected  in  ])refcrence  to  any  other  person,  merely 
because  he  was  already  acquainted  with  the  facts, 

*  Romilly  nays  that,  uitou  a  comparison  of  iho  luuuU,  no  one  of  the 
fi.ur  lords  htul  any  doubt  that  all  the  i  itinj'  was  the  princess's. 

t  In  the  mesHii-'e,  as  ovieinally  framed  by  the  ministry,  it  was, 
••  Ills  nuijoaty  sees  with  concern  and  disapprobation,”  but  the  kinj', 
with  his  ow  n  hand,  struck  out  the  word  “  disapprobation,”  and  sub- 
etiiuted  “  serious  e(incern.”—/2(/7m7/y, 

X  Wilberlorce,  IRury. 


[Book  III. 

and  because  it  was  advisable,  in  case  it  should  not 
be  considered  necessary  to  institute  any  judicial  or 
legislative  proceedings  against  the  princess,  that  as 
much  secrecy  as  possible  should  be  observed  ;  that 
he  had  not  any  doubt  of  the  authority  or  legality 
of  the  commission ;  and  that  he  could  state  from 
his  own  observation,  that  the  four  noble  lords,  the 
commissioners,  had  conducted  the  business  with 
all  the  impartiality  of  judges  acting  under  the  sacred 
obligations  of  an  oath.  In  reply  to  the  objection 
taken  to  the  instrument  giving  the  four  commis¬ 
sioners  their  authorit)'-,  Romilly  said  that  it  was 
impossible  to  doubt  that,  on  a  representation  of 
misconduct  in  a  member  of  the  royal  family,  in  ¬ 
volving  besides  a  charge  of  high  treason,  and  pre¬ 
senting  the  danger  ot  a  disputed  succession,  the 
king’s  verbal  authority  to  a  number  of  privy  coun¬ 
cillors  was  sufficient.  It  would,  however,  have 
been  well  fon  the  Whig  party  (and  the  party  now' 
in  place  must  he  taken  as  whigs)  if  the  delicate 
investigation  had  never  occurred,  and  if  they  had 
not  betrayed  a  questionable  alacrity  in  concurring 
with  the  prince,  and  traducing  his  wife — as  they 
did  in  various  ways  besides  in  their  proceedings 
in  the  secret  commission.  The  case  has  been  cor¬ 
rectly  assumed  as  a  striking  exemplitication  of  the 
effect  of  party,  and  of  party  interests.*  The  Tories 
were  now  in  opposition  to  the  prince  and  to  the 
Whig  ministry,  and  they  bitterly  denounced  this 
secret  proceeding.  The  Whigs  were,  and  had  long- 
been,  bound  to  tlie  prince — the  differences  between 
him  and  the  Foxite  part  of  them,  on  the  subject 
of  the  French  revolution,  had  only  produced  a 
partial  and  temporary  coolness — they  looked  to 
him  as  the  rising  sun,  under  whose  benignant  rays 
they  would  he  sure  of  enjoying  a  long  continuance 
in  office,  a  compensation  for  their  long  exclusion 
under  his  father.  When  the  position  of  the  two 
parties  was  reversed,  when  the  prince,  as  regent, 
had  broken  with  the  Whigs,  when,  as  George  IV., 
he  seemed  determined  to  continue  their  exclusion, 
then,  in  1820,  the  Tories  in  office  brought  in  the 
Bill  of  Pains  and  Penalties  against  his  wife,  and  the 
Whigs  took  up  her  cause  with  a  zeal  that  seemed 
to  know  no  bounds. 

klr.  Paul,  with  the  assistance  of  Sir  Philip 
Francis  and  his  friends,  was  busy  preparing  the 
charges  aujainst  the  Indian  administration  of  tlic 
Marquess  Wellesley,  contemplating  nothing  less 
tlian  the  impeachment  of  the  Marquess,  and  the 
ruin  of  the  reputation  of  his  brother.  General  Sir 
Arthur  Wellesley.  If  it  had  depended  upon 
I'^raiicis — “that  venomous  knight ’’t — the  great 
soldier  would  have  been  excluded  from  public 
service,  just  about  the  time  when  his  ability  and 
genius,  his  indomitable  fortitude  and  perseverance, 
were  most  needed  by  his  country  ;  and  the  Penin¬ 
sular  war,  intrusted  to  inferior  minds,  or  to  gene- 

*  Lord  Rrousliam,  on  the  effecls  of  j’arty,  in  Statesmen  of  the  Time 
of  (»eorj;e  III. 

+  The  followin;;  epii'ram  of  Warren  Ila.slings’s,  we  believe,  has  uc\er 
been  }>vinted  : — 

“  A  serpent  bit  Francis,  tliat  venomous  kuiKht. 

What  then  i — ’T  \\U6  the  terpeut  that  died  of  the  bite.’ 
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rals  wanting  in  that  political  weight  at  home  which 
gave  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley  so  many  advantages, 
might  have  proved  hut  a  continuation  of  our  old 
continental  mistakes  and  miscarriages.  Sir  Arthur, 
who  was  now  in  the  House  of  Commons,  spoke 
ably  in  defence  of  his  brother.  But  on  the  4th 
of  July,  when  a  speedy  prorogation  was  expected, 
Pauli  declared  that  he  was  not  ready  to  go  into 
<  the  charges  ;  that  he  wanted  more  papers  to  sup¬ 
port  his  case  ;  and  it  was  agreed  that  this  business 
should  stand  over  till  next  session.  Parliament 
was  prorogued  on  the  23rd  of  July.  During  the 
last  month  of  this  session  ill  health  had  wholly 
prevented  the  attendance  of  Fox.  It  was  evident 
to  most  of  his  friends  that  he  was  rapidly  following 
Pitt  to  the  grave. 

Our  military  and  naval  operations  in  the  course 
of  this  year  extended  to  the  south  of  Italy  and 
Sicily,  Portugal,  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  the  East 
and  West  Indies,  and  South  America.  The  petty 
expedition  which  had  been  sent  into  the  Mediter¬ 
ranean  under  General  Sir  James  Craig,  being 
joined  by  a  Russian  force,  landed  at  Naples  in  the 
month  of  November,  when  the  French  army,  under 
General  St.  Cyr,  which  had  been  occupying  a  great 
part  of  that  kingdom,  was  absent  in  Upper  Italy, 
co-operating  with  Marshal  Massena.  Before  St. 
Cyr  took  his  departure  the  Neapolitan  government 
promised  to  remain  neutral ;  but  that  engagement, 
like  so  many  others,  was  contracted  under  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  fear  and  weakness,  and  Ferdinand  IV., 
though  deploring  the  smallness  of  their  forces,  re¬ 
ceived  the  English  and  Russians  as  friends  and 
deliverers.  If  the  allies  had  been  more  numerous, 
and  if  they  had  arrived  six  weeks  or  two  months 
earlier,  they  might  have  set  the  whole  of  Lower 
Italy  in  a  blaze  against  the  French ;  they  might 
have  insured  the  destruction  of  St.  Cyr’s  corps 
d’ armee,  and  have  prevented  every  one  of  the  suc¬ 
cesses  which  Massena  had  obtained  over  the  Arch¬ 
duke  Charles  in  Upper  Italy.  But  as  things  were 
— with  their  contemptible  numbers  and  too  tardy 
arrival — the  English  and  Russians  could  do  little 
but  hasten  the  ruin  of  Ferdinand  IV.  As  soon  as 
Bonaparte  learned  the  breach  of  the  promised 
neutrality,  or  the  arrival  of  the  Russians  and 
English  (whose  landing  Ferdinand  could  not  have 
prevented  if  he  had  been  ever  so  much  disposed  to 
do  it),  he  issued  from  Vienna  one  of  his  terrible 
proclamations,  declaring  that  the  Bourbon  dynasty 
of  Naples  had  ceased  to  reign.  As  the  battle  of 
Austerlitz  and  the  peace  with  Austria  had  left  his 
armies  nothing  to  do  in  the  north  of  Italy,  he  or¬ 
dered  St.  Cyr  to  retrace  his  steps  to  the  south  with 
all  possible  speed,  declaring  in  one  of  his  bulletins 
that  “  the  march  of  General  St.  Cyr  upon  Naples 
was  for  the  purpose  of  punishing  the  perfidy  of  the 
queen,  and  compelling  that  criminal  woman  to 
descend  from  the  throne.”  Caroline  of  Austria, 
Marie  Antoinette’s  sister,  took  indeed  a  more  ac¬ 
tive  share  in  the  business  of  government  than  her 
indolent  and  thoughtless  husband  P'erdinand  :  she 
detested  the  French,  and  was  detested  by  them ; 


and,  besides  other  old  grudges,  Bonaparte  could 
never  forgive  her  for  her  friendship  to  Nelson,  and 
the  assistance  she  lent  him  at  Syracuse.  But  St. 
Cyr’s  forces  were  only  the  van  of  a  much  more 
formidable  army  :  Marshal  Massena  followed  close 
behind  with  three  great  columns,  and  a  multitude  of 
generals  of  name  and  fame ;  and  behind  them  all 
came  Joseph  Bonaparte,  destined  by  his  brother  to 
fill  this  Bourbon  throne.  In  all,  counting  the 
Italian  regiments  which  had  been  raised  in  Lom¬ 
bardy  and  Piedmont,  more  than  60,000  men  were 
in  full  march  for  the  Neapolitan  frontier,  behind 
which  lay  3000  British,  about  4000  Russians,  and 
a  small  and  disorganised  Neapolitan  army,  which 
was  worth  less  than  nothing.  The  Russian  gene¬ 
ral  presently  informed  the  Neapolitan  court  that 
they  had  better  negotiate  with  St.  Cyr  for  a  re¬ 
newal  of  the  neutrality  which  they  had  violated, 
and  that,  for  his  own  part,  he  must  be  gone ;  and 
before  the  foremost  French  column  reached  Rome 
the  Russians  marched  away  to  the  sea-ports  of 
Apulia  and  embarked  for  Corfu.  Sir  James  Craig 
could  only  follow  the  example  of  the  Russian  gene¬ 
ral  :  he  fled  rather  than  retreated  from  the  banks  of 
the  Garigliano.  His  troops  got  demoralized,  and 
some  of  them,  losing  all  discipline,  abandoned 
their  baggage  and  their  arms,  and  committed  ex¬ 
cesses  among  the  country  people.  It  was  a  dis¬ 
graceful  flight.  Part  of  this  shame  may  be  cast 
upon  the  officers  in  command,  but  the  greater 
blame  will  attach  to  the  ministry  that  could  thus 
send  out  a  petty  expedition,  and  expose  the  na¬ 
tional  flag  and  character  to  nearly  every  possible 
chance  of  disgrace.  Without  seeing  an  enemy, 
except  in  the  Neapolitan  peasantry,  whose  ven¬ 
geance  they  provoked,  Craig’s  force  was  found  to 
be  considerably  reduced  before  he  could  embark 
and  sail  away  for  Sicily.  None  were  left  to  defend 
the  frontiers  or  the  line  of  the  Garigliano,  except 
Fra  Diavolo  and  a  few  hundreds  of  brigands  and 
insurgents.  As  soon  as  the  debacle  began,  old 
King  Ferdinand,  thinking  most  of  his  personal 
safety,  embarked  for  Palermo ;  Queen  Caroline 
remained  till  the  11th  of  February,  when  St.  Cyr 
had  crossed  the  frontiers ;  but  on  the  evening  of 
that  day,  not  without  a  risk  of  being  seized  by 
her  own  subjects  of  the  French  faction  (and  in  the 
capital  they  were  very  numerous),  she  fled  with 
her  daughters  on  board  ship,  and  sailed  for  Sicily 
to  join  her  husband.  On  the  application  of  Fer¬ 
dinand  IV.,  Admiral  Lord  Collingwood  had  dis¬ 
patched  a  small  squadron,  under  Sir  Sidney  Smith, 
to  give  such  aid  and  assistance  as  should  be  prac¬ 
ticable.  Sir  James  Craig  soon  collected  his  troops 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Palermo,  and  for  a  con¬ 
siderable  time  the  court  owed  its  safety  entirely  to 
the  presence  of  our  petty  army  and  two  or  three  of 
our  ships.  On  the  morning  of  the  14th  of  Febru¬ 
ary  the  advanced  guard  of  the  French  appeared  on 
the  heights  which  overlook  Naples.  The  Lazza- 
roni  would  have  again  fought  in  the  outskirts  and 
in  the  streets  of  the  town,  as  they  had  done  in 
1799 ;  but  the  frightful  excesses  which  they  had 
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committed  in  the  course  of  that  fatal  year  had 
created  a  universal  dread  of  their  patriotism. 
The  upper  and  middling  classes  of  citizens  had 
formed  themselves  into  a  civic  or  national  guard  ; 
artillery  and  arms  were  put  out  of  the  reach  of 
the  Lazzaroni,  who  had  no  longer  a  “  mad  Mi¬ 
chael  ”  to  head  them  ;  and  wherever  they  showed 
themselves  in  any  numbers  their  own  armed  coun¬ 
trymen  dispersed  them.  On  the  15th  of  February, 
the  garrisons  in  the  city  and  forts  having  previously 
surrendered,  Joseph  Bonaparte  entered  Naples, 
and  took  up  his  abode,  as  king,  in  the  palace 
from  which  the  Bourbons  had  so  lately  fled.  Pre¬ 
viously  to  his  ignominious  flight  Ferdinand  had 
dispatched  his  two  sons,  the  Hereditary  Prince 
Fhancis  and  Prince  Leopold,  into  the  Abruzzi  and 
into  Calabria,  to  rouse  the  hardy  native  population 
of  those  mountainous  countries.  There  was  no 
■want  of  loyalty  in  the  peasantry  ;  but  more  than 
half  of  the  Neapolitan  nobility  and  proprietors 
were,  at  this  moment,  either  indifferent  to  the 
cause  of  the  Bourbons,  or  inclined  to  favour  the 
cause  of  the  French  ;  the  poor  people  had  no  arms, 
ammunition,  or  other  necessaries ;  and  the  royal 
princes  had  nothing  to  give  them  save  compli¬ 
ments  and  white  cockades.  A  little  later  the 
French  found  Calabria  the  fiercest  and  most  de¬ 
structive  country  they  had  ever  entered ;  but  this 
was  when  the  population  had  been  driven  to  de¬ 
spair,'  and  after  supplies  and  ammunition  had  been 
thrown  among  them  from  Sicily.  Prince  Francis 
and  Prince  Leopold  united  such  partisans  as  they 
could  collect,  on  the  rugged  mountainous  borders  of 
Calabria ;  and  General  Damas  joined  them  with 
all  thart  remained  in  the  field  of  the  Neapolitan 
regular  army — an  army  most  liable,  on  every  ap¬ 
proach  of  danger,  to  sudden  dissolutions.  Damas’s 
force  was  estimated  by  the  French  at  14,000  men  : 
it  i)robably  did  not  amount  to  half  that  number 
when  it  reached  the  selected  point  for  defence — 


but  the  question  of  numbers  is  irrelevant,  for,  had 
it  been  .30,000  strong,  officered  as  it  w’as,  dis¬ 
heartened  and  demoralized  as  it  w'as,  it  could  have 
counted  for  little  or  nothing  against  the  10,000 
veteran  French  troops  which  followed  close  upon 
its  heels,  under  the  command  of  General  Regnier. 
After  some  skirmishing  at  Rotonda  and  at  Campo- 
tanese — where  the  peasant  partisans  fought  much 
better  than  the  regular  troops— the  greater  part  of 
Damas’s  army  deserted  and  fled,  or  threw  down 
their  arms,  and  cried  misericordia  to  the  French. 
Damas  and  the  two  princes  fled  with  the  remainder 
right  through  Calabria,  and  embarking  at  Scylla, 
Reggio,  and  other  ports,  passed  over  to  Messina 
and  Palermo.  With  no  other  trouble 'than  that  of 
marching,  Regnier  subdued,  or  seemed  to  subdue 
(for  the  subjugation  was  not  yet)  the  whole  of 
Calabria  with  the  exception  of  the  towns  and  for¬ 
tresses  of  Maratea,  Ainantea,  and  Scylla.  Having- 
established  a  government  or  a  ministry,  and  hav¬ 
ing  put  the  capital,  and  his  new  government  too, 
under  the  surveillance  of  his  minister  of  police,  and 
prime  adviser  in  all  things,  the  Corsican  Saliceti, 
that  ex-Jacohin  who  had  been  brother  commis¬ 
sioner  with  the  younger  Robespierre,  Joseph  Bona¬ 
parte  set  out  to  visit  his  conquests  in  Calabria. 
During  his  absence  a  French  military  commission 
(the  first  ever  established  in  this  kingdom)  tried 
the  Neapolitan  general  Radio,  who  had  distin¬ 
guished  himself  hy  his  ardent  zeal  for  the  Bourbon 
king,  and  who  had  been  taken  prisoner  at  Campo- 
tanese.  Whatever  Rodio  had  done,  he  had  done 
under  the  commission  of  his  sovereign,  and  by  the 
orders  of  an  existing  government.  Taking  these 
facts  into  consideration,  even  that  worst  of  courts 
acqiiitted  him  ;  but  two  vindictive  Neapolitans  of 
the  French  faction  represented  that  Rodio  was  too 
d.angerous  a  man  to  let  live ;  and  that  enlightened, 
liberal  model  government  which  Joseph  had  es¬ 
tablished  immediately  appointed  a  second  military 
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commission,  which  condemned  him  to  death ;  and, 
ill  the  brief  space  of  ten  hours,  the  unhappy  Rodio 
was  twice  tried,  acquitted,  condemned,  liberated, 
and  shot.*  But,  compared  with  what  followed, 
this  was  a  mild  commencement  of  that  Reign  of 
Terror  which  ended  only  wuth  the  reign  of  Joseph 
Bonaparte  at  Naples.  All  tyrannies  are  bad ;  the 
worst  of  tyrannies  is  a  foreign  military  despotism  ; 
but  even  that  w'orst  is  made  more  evil  when  the 
command  of  arms  and  armies  is  in  the  hands  of  a 
man  that  is  not  a  soldier,  hut  an  effeminate  civilian 
and  rank  coward.  The  personal  timidity,  the  dis¬ 
solute  voluptuousness  of  Joseph,  his  habit  of  seeing 
only  through  the  eyes  of  Saliceti,  because  that 
Corsican  minister  of  police  had  the  art  of  con¬ 
stantly  exciting  his  unmanly  fears,  and  of  per¬ 
suading  him  that  he  and  his  police  agents  alone 
could  guarantee  his  security,  rendered  the  tyranny 
of  this  merchant-clerk-king  ten  times  more  de¬ 
grading,  and  infinitely  more  oppressive,  than  the 
grander  and  more  manly  despotism  of  his  brother 
and  maker  Napoleon  ;  and  made  his  thirty  months’ 
reign  a  thirty  months’  curse  and  scourge  to  the 
Neapolitan  people.  It  was  the  reign  of  Saliceti 
and  his  police,  rather  than  the  reign  of  Joseph 
Bonaparte.  Joseph,  who  only  ruled  and  reigned 
in  the  harem  he  established  as  soon  as  he  arrived, 
did  not  complete  his  tour  in  Calabria,  for  the  roads 
were  dangerous,  and  Frenchmen  w'ere  shot  there. 
He  returned  to  the  capital,  dreading  to  be  assassi¬ 
nated  at  every  step  he  took.  During  his  absence 
the  English  had  gained  possession  of  the  rocky 
island  of  Capri,  which  commands  the  Gulf  of  Naples, 
and  lies  immediately  opposite  that  city  at  the  dis¬ 
tance  of  twenty-five  miles  ;t  and  some  Sicilians, 
under  the  command  of  the  Prince  of  Canosa,  occu¬ 
pied  Ponza  and  other  islands  off  the  coast.  In 
advancing  from  Rome,  Massem^and  St.  Cyr  had 
not  been  able  to  reduce  Gaeta,  a  formidable  for¬ 
tress  on  the  Neapolitan  coast,  wdiich  happened  to 
be  garrisoned  by  some  trustworthy  troops,  chiefly 
foreigners,  in  the  pay  of  the  Bourbon  king,  and 
commanded  by  an  officer  of  honour  and  courage,  a 
Prince  William  of  Hesse  Philipstadt.  Sir  Sidney 
Smith  threw  succours  into  the  place,  battered  the 
works  of  the  French  besiegers,  landed  English 
sailors  as  he  had  done  at  Acre,  and  inflicted  several 
severe  blows  upon  Massena’s  forces,  at  various 
parts  of  the  coast.|  The  siege  of  Gaeta  promised 

•  Colletta,  Storia  di  Napoli. 

t  This  was  another  of  Sir  .Sidney  Smith’s  exploits.  After  threaten¬ 
ing  to  bombard  the  city  of  Naples,  while  the  French  were  illuminat¬ 
ing  it  oil  account  of  Joseph  llonaparte  being  proclaimed  King  of  the 
Two  Sicilies,  and  only  refraining  from  motives  of  humanity,  and  from 
the  consideration  that  it  would  be  no  good  gift  to  restore  to  our  ally, 
Ferdinand  IV.,  his  capital  as  a  heap  of  ruins,  ashes,  and  bones,  he 
stood  across  the  bay  with  four  ships  of  the  line  and  two  Sicilian 
mortar-boats,  summoned  the  French  eommaudaut  to  surrender, 
treated  him  with  an  hour’s  close  fire  from  both  decks  of  tlie  ‘  Eagle,’ 
and  then  landed  his  marines  and  a  good  number  of  his  sailors,  who 
climbed  up  some  almost  perpendicular  rocks,  and  drove  the  French 
from  their  btfst  positions.  Captain  Stannus,  commanding  the  ‘  Athe- 
nienne's’  marines,  killed  the  commandant  with  his  own  hand;  and, 
thereupon,  the  garrison  beat  a  parley,  and  capitulated.  This  formid¬ 
able  rock,  won  Uy  the  gallantry  and  skill  of  our  navy  in  1806,  was 
disgracefully  lost  through  the  blundering  of  our  army  in  1808. 

X  If  that  amjdiibious,  ambidextrous  man,  iSir  Sidney  Smith,  had 
been  but  allowed  anything  like  adequate  means,  and  the  free  use  of 
liis  own  judgment,  he  would  have  helped  to  make  Caeta  a  second 
.Acre  to  the  French.  .As  it  was,  his  assistance  was  most  timely  and 
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to  be  a  long  affair.  When  first  summoned  by  the 
French,  the  German  prince  told  them  that  Gaeta 
was  not  Ulm,  and  that  he  was  not  General  Mack 
— and  the  French  felt  the  truth  of  the  assertion. 

In  Calabria  General  Regnier,  after  three  days, 
desperate  and  bloody  fighting,  carried  the  walled 
town  of  Maratea,  into  which  a  great  number  of  the 
Bourbon  partisans  had  thrown  themselves.  The 
castle  capitulated  on  the  next  day  ;  hut,  as  it  was 
pretended  that  these  Bourbonists  were  not  regular 
troops,  but  only  partisans  and  insurgents,  they 
were  butchered  in  cold  blood ;  citadel  and  town 
were  equally  sacked,  the  women  were  violated,  and 
every  possible  horror  was  committed.  Leaving 
Maratea  in  flames,  the  French  advanced  to  the 
siege  of  Amantea.  But  their  deeds  spread  far  and 
wide  the  hotter  flames  of  insurrection.  The  in¬ 
habitants  of  all  the  towns  and  villages  on  their  road 
fled  to  the  mountains,  or  hid  themselves  in  the 
forests  ;  the  peasantry  collected  on  their  flanks  and 
on  their  rear,  butchering,  murdering,  torturing  all 
the  French  they  could  surprise  or  cut  off'.  The 
countr)'  was  in  ablaze  from  end  to  end.  To  keej) 
up  the  insurrection  the  fugitive  Bourbon  court  sent 
over  from  Palermo  and  Messina  some  money,  some 
arms,  some  officers,  and  a  great  number  of  parti¬ 
sans  or  irregular  ti'oops.  Amantea  could  not  he 
taken  by  the  French,  Reggio  was  re-taken  from 
them,  the  castle  of  Scylla,  which  had  surrendered 
to  the  French,  was  invested — Regnier  was  com¬ 
pelled  to  halt,  and  then  to  retreat  towards  Moute- 
leone.  By  this  time  the  British  troops  in  Sicily 
had  been  reinforced,  and  the  command  of  them 
transferred  to  Sir  John  Stuart.  On  the  entreaties 
of  the  queen,  which  were  seconded  by  his  personal 
feelings  and  his  own  ardent  wishes,  Sir  John 
agreed  to  cross  over  into  Calabria.  All  the  force 
he  could  take  with  him,  including  artillery,  did 
not  amount  to  5000  men  ;*  and  of  these  above  a 
third  were  Corsicans,  Sicilians,  and  other  foreigners 
in  English  pay.  On  the  1st  of  July  Sir  John 
Stuart  effected  a  landing  in  the  gulf  of  Sant’ 
Eufemia,  not  far  from  the  town  of  Nicastro,  to  the 
northward  of  Monte-leone,  and  between  that  city 
and  Naples.  Apprised  of  this  disembarkation. 
General  Regnier  made  a  rapid  march,  uniting,  as 
he  advanced,  his  detached  corps,  for  the  purpose  of 
attacking  the  English  without  loss  of  time,  and  of 

important.  It  contributed  to  keep  14,000  Frenchmen  for  three  months 
under  those  walls  and  rocks,  and  to  cause  them  a  great  loss  hy  mal¬ 
aria  and  casualties.  Sir  Sidney  -was  indignant  at  the  notion  which 
was  subjugating  the  Continent,  and  no  inconsiderable  portion  of  our 
English  politicians.  “  I  had  the  satisfaction,”  he  says,  “  of  learning, 
on  my  arrival,  that  Gaeta  still  held  out,  although  as  yet  without  sne- 
conv,  from  a  mistaken  iden.^  much  too  prevalent,  that  the  progress  of  the 
French  armies  is  irresistihlc.  It  was  my  hrst  cave  to  see  that  supplies 
should  be  safely  conveyed  to  the  governor.  I  had  myself  the  inex¬ 
pressible  satisfaction  of  conveying  the  most  essential  articles  to  Gaeta, 
and  of  communicating  to  his  serene  highness  the  governor  (on  the 
breach  battery,  which  he  never  quits)  the  assurance  of  farther  sup¬ 
port  to  any  extent  within  my  power,  for  the  maintenance  of  that  ira- 
]iorbmt  fortress,  already  so  long  preserved  by  his  intrepidity  and 
example.  Things  wore  a  new  aspect  on  the  arrival  of  the  ammuni¬ 
tion;  the  redoubled  lire  of  the  enemy  with  red-hot  shot  into  the  mole 
(being  answered  with  redoubled  vigour)  did  not  jirevent  the  lauding 
of  everything  we  ha<l  brought,  together  with  four  of  the  ‘Excellent’s’ 
lower-deck  guns,  to  answer  this  galling  lire,  which  bore  directly  on 
the  landing  place.” 

•  Sir  John  Stuart  in  his  dispatch  states  his  total  number,  rank  and 
file,  iucl tiding  the  royal  artillcrv,  at  4790. 
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driving  them  into  the  sea  or  back  to  their  shipping. 
He  expected  to  find  Stuart  encamped  on  the  shore 
of  the  bay  where  he  had  effected  his  landing,  with 
his  position  defended  by  batteries,  and  by  the 
flanking  fire  of  the  English  men-of-war  and  gun¬ 
boats.  French  writers  and  others  have  even  re¬ 
ported  that  the  battle  was  fought  under  these  cir¬ 
cumstances  so  very  favourable  to  the  English,  and 
that  the  terrible  loss  in  Regnier’s  army  was  owing 
to  the  firing  of  the  ships,  and  of  Stuart’s  masked 
batteries.*  This  is  a  lie  of  the  first  magnitude. 
Instead  of  encamping  on  the  beach,  to  have  the  co¬ 
operation  of  shipping,  he  marched  some  distance 
along  the  beach,  and  then  struck  boldly  inland  to 
meet  Regnier.  He  had  no  artillery  with  him  fit 
to  make  those  murderous  masked  batteries  which 
have  been  made  to  figure  upon  paper.  The  ground 
he  had  to  traverse  in  his  advance  was  so  rough  and 
rugged,  was  cut  by  so  many  fiumari,  or  water¬ 
courses,  was  intersected  by  so  many  pantani,  or 
marshes,  was  bespread  by  so  many  macchie,  or 
thickets  (chiefly  of  myrtle,  with  the  wild  red  gera¬ 
nium  flowering  among  them),  that  Stuart,  who  had 
scarcely  a  horse  with  him,  could  have  moved  none 
but  light  field-pieces.  All  the  artillery  that  Sir 
John  had  brought  with  him  from  Sicily  consisted 
of  ten  4-pounders,  four  6-pounders,  and  two  howit¬ 
zers  ;  and  from  this  formidable  artillery  scarcely 
a  shot  seems  to  have  been  fired  except  as  a  signal, 
or  for  measuring  distances.  The  battle  of  Maida 
was  a  battle  of  ba3’onets.  To  give  it  any  other 
character — to  represent  it  as  an  affair  of  artillery, 
and  a  fortified  camp,  is  to  attempt  foully  to  rob  the 
British  infantry  of  one  of  the  most  glorious  of  their 
many  laurels — is  to  lie  broadly  and  most  impu¬ 
dently  in  the  face  of  the  most  evident  facts.  I'lie 
spot  where  the  death-struggle  took  place  is  not  in¬ 
deed  very  remote  from  the  sea,  for  the  broadest 
part  of  the  plain  which  lies  between  the  mountains 
and  the  bay  is  not  five  miles  broad ;  but  it  was  so 
far  from  the  sea,  and  the  nature  of  the  intervening 
ground  was  such,  that,  if  our  men-of-war  or  gun¬ 
boats  had  fired,  th'eir  shot  would  have  been  as  use¬ 
less,  and  as  innocuous  to  the  French,  as  though 
they  had  been  fired  at  the  Nore,  or  in  Plymouth 

•  Omitting  any  mention  of  the  sliip.s,  General  Colletta,  the  Nea¬ 
politan  historian,  gives  all  the  rest  of  the  battle  in  this  manner,  making 
Sir  John  Stuart  l>e  encamped  in  a  fortified  camp  on  the  shore,  with 
awful  masked  hatteries,  in  the  a.ssailing  of  which  by  two  brilliant 
charges  Regnier  sustained  his  terrilic  loss.  Olliers  may  have  erred 
from  ignorance,  and  that  too  common  implicit  confidence  in  the  re¬ 
ports  of  the  Krench,  w'ho  never  yet  admitted  a  defeat  without  attempt¬ 
ing  to  explain  it  by  treachery,  or  superiority  of  force,  or  the  nature  of 
the  ground,  or  some  (>ther  disadvantageous  circumstance ;  but  General 
Colletta,  who  served  under  the  French  in  Calabria,  must  knowingly 
have  falsified  his  account  of  the  battle  of  Maida — a  battle  which,  as 
we  ran  allirm  from  our  own  knowledge,  was  witnessed  from  the  neigh- 
b'ouring  hills  hy  thousands  of  Calabrians,  jind  which  left  the  deepest 
and  cleare.st  impiession  on  the  mind  of  the  country.  Wc  were  there  in 
July  1816,  jii.st  leny<*iirs  after  the  battle  ;  and  then  there  was  scarcely 
a  farmer,  labourer,  or  bulValo-herd  living  near  the  plain  of  Sant’  Fufe- 
mia,  but  could  give  a  correct  account  of  the  po.^ition  of  the  two  armies 
and  of  the  principal — the  few  and  very  simplo — incidents  of  the  en- 
giigement.  Other  evidence  of  tlic  most  convincing  kind  was  to  Iw 
lound  on  the  plain,  miles  away  from  the  seu*shore,  where  the  contlict 
had  left  heaps oi  iieud  bodies,  'fhe  real  ba'tle-field,  near  the  e4gc  of 
the  lower  hills  whicli  shelve  down  fnim  the  lofty  Apennine  range, 
was  even  then  marked  by  skulls  and  bone.s,  and  fragments  of  brass 
which  had  once  ornamented  the  shakos  or  caps  of  the  Freneli  sol¬ 
diery  ;  for  the  place  is  a  solitary  wild,  rarely  traversed  except  by  the 
bu(lalo*drivers.  Cnjlletta  wasau  able  man,  anil  a  good  writer;  but  he 
throve  well  under  Joseph  llonnpnvtc  and  Murat,  and  was,  body, 
heart,  and  soul,  a  French  partisan. 
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Sound.  All  tliat  Admiral  Sir  Sidney  Smith,  who 
bad  arrived  in  the  Bay  of  Sant’  Eufemia  the  even¬ 
ing  before  tlie  action,  did  or  could  do,  was  to  make 
such  a  disposition  of  ships  and  gun-boats  as  would 
have  favoured  Sir  John  Stuart’s  retreat.  If  a  re¬ 
verse  had  made  that  movement  necessary,  our  little 
army  would  have  fallen  back  by  the  same  lines  on 
which  they  had  advanced,  and,  as  the  latter  part  of 
the  retreat  would  thus  have  been  round  the  shores 
of  the  bay,  close  by  the  water’s  edge.  Sir  Sidney’s 
guns  miglit  have  been  brought  to  bear  nearly  point- 
blank  upon  their  pursuers.  But  the  British  bay¬ 
onet  decided  that  there  should  be  no  retreat ;  and, 
therefore,  neither  ship  nor  gun-boat  fired  a  shot. 

It  was  on  the  afternoon  of  the  3rd  of  July  that 
Sir  John  Stuart  received  intelligence  that  Regnier 
had  encamped  near  Maida,  about  ten  miles  distant 
from  the  place  wliere  he  had  landed ;  that  bis 
force  consisted  at  the  moment  of  about  4000  in¬ 
fantry  and  300  cavalry,  together  with  four  pieces 
of  artillery,  and  that  be  expected  to  be  joined 
within  a  day  or  two  by  3000  more  French  troops, 
who  were  marching  after  him  in  a  second  division. 
Stuart  therefore  determined  to  advance  and  fight 
him  before  this  junction.  Leaving  four  companies 
of  Watteville’s  regiment  behind  him  to  protect  the 
stores,  and  occupy  a  slight  work  which  had  been 
thrown  up  at  the  landing-place.  Sir  John,  on  the 
following  morning — the  morning  of  a  burning  day 
of  July,  when  the  heat  of  that  pestiferous  Cala¬ 
brian  plain  resembles  the  heat  of  an  African  glen 
in  the  torrid  zone — commenced  his  rapid  advance, 
cheered  by  the  sailors  of  Smith’s  squadron,  several 
of  whose  officers  followed  the  column  on  foot  or 
mounted  on  Calabrian  donkeys,  eager  to  be  spec¬ 
tators  of  the  fight.  When  Sir  John  Stuart,  after 
a  march  across  the  plain,  which  drenched  his  men 
with  perspiration,  and  turned  their  red  coats  almost 
blue,  came  in  sight  of  Regnier,  he  found  that  that 
general  was  encamped  below  the  village  of  Maida, 
on  the  side  of  a  woody  hill,  sloping  into  the  plain 
of  Sant’  Eufemia,  his  flanks  being  strengthened  hy 
a  thick  impervious  underwood,  and  his  front  being 
covered  by  the  Amato,  a  river  broad,  deep,  and 
rapid  in  the  rainy  season,  but  perfectly  fordable  in 
the  summer.  Like  all  such  rivers,  the  Amato  had 
a  broad  extent  of  marshy  ground  on  either  side  of 
it.  As  soon  as  he  had  struck  almost  at  a  right 
angle  from  the  sea-shore.  Sir  John’s  advance  lay 
across  a  spacious  plain  which  afforded  the  French 
every  opportunity  of  minutely  observing  his  move¬ 
ments.  He  says  himself,  with  proper  and  honour¬ 
able  candour,  “  Had  General  Regnier  thought 
jiroper  to  remain  upon  his  ground,  the  difficulties 
of  access  to  him  were  such  that  I  could  not  pos¬ 
sibly  have  made  an  impression  upon  him :  hut 
quitting  this  advantage,  and  crossing  the  river  with 
his  entire  force,  he  came  down  to  meet  us  upon  tlie 
open  jilain — a  measure  to  which  he  was  no  doubt 
encouraged  hy  a  consideration  of  his  cavalry,  an 
arm  with  which,  nnf or  Innately,  I  was  alioy^ther 
unprovided.'’'  *  But  Regnier,  a  vain,  self-con- 

*  Yet  General  Colletta  ami  ollicru  of  tlie  same  seliool,  not  satislied 
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fident  man,  had  other  strong  motives  to  induce 
him  to  quit  his  vantage-ground ;  in  Egypt  he  had 
been  opposed  corps  d  corps  to  Stuart,  and  had 
been  well  l)eaten  by  that  general— he  was  eager  to 
Avipe  oty  that  disgrace — and,  besides,  Lebrun,  one 
of  Bonaparte’s  aides-de-camp  who  had  just  arrived 
from  Paris,  was  ready  to  cry  out  shame  if  he  could 
see  the  English  before  him  without  falling  upon 
them.*  There  was,  moreover,  another  strong  in¬ 
ducement  :  the  presence  of  the  English,  and  the 
sight  of  the  white  flag  of  the  Bourbon,  might 
spread  the  flames  of  insurrection  that  were  already 
so  dangerous  j  and,  in  addition  to  the  Calabrian 
bands,  bring  down  on  his  rear  fresh  enemies  from 
the  mountains  of  Basilicata,  Capitanata,  the 
Abruzzi,  and  other  provinces  of  the  kingdom.  It 
was  clear,  indeed,  that  the  English  troops  could 
not  long  remain  where  they  were  without  being 
eaten  up  by  the  malaria  fevers,  which  rage  in  that 
sw'ampy,  boggy  part  of  Calabria  to  an  extent 
scarcely  exceeded  in  the  mortal  Maremme  of  Tus¬ 
cany  and  the  Roman  States ;  but  still  a  very  short 
stay  might  lead  to  great  mischief,  and  to  very  long 
work  afterwards.  If,  however,  Regnier  s  strongest 
motive  for  quitting  the  heights  was  a  personal  feel¬ 
ing,  there  was  on  the  side  of  Sir  John  Stuart  a 
feeling  of  nearly  the  same  nature,  and  quite  as 
vehement.  Sebastiani  had  accused  the  English 
general  of  having  had  recourse  to  assassins ;  and 
Regnier  himself,  who  was  now  coming  down  from 
his  wooded  heights  to  meet  him,  had  written  a 
book  about  the  campaigns  in  Egypt,  denying  every 
claim  of  the  British  to  skill  or  courage,  treating 
them  contemptuously,  both  officers  and  men,  as 
unw'orthy  of  the  name  of  soldiers,  and  imputing 
the  loss  of  Egypt  solely  to  the  incapacity  of  Ab¬ 
dallah  Menou,  under  whom  he  (Regnier)  had 
served  as  second  in  command.  This  personal 
feeling,  indeed,  was  so  intense  in  Sir  John  Stuart 
(who  in  other  matters  betrayed  an  over-hot  Scot¬ 
tish  temperament),  and  it  w'as  so  generally  shared 
in  by  the  British  officers  in  the  field,  as  also  by 
their  men,t  that  it  is  rather  more  than  probable 

with  their  other  falsehoods,  and  the  exaggeration  of  Stuart's  army  to 
6000  or  7000  strong,  talk  of  his  having  cavalry  with  him.  ihe  only 
cavalry  we  ever  heard  of  (and  we  have  had  much  local  and  other  m- 
formation  concerning  this  battle)  consisted  of  Sir  Sidney  Smith  s 
midshipmen  and  lieutenants  mounted  on  asses. 

•  Paul  Louis  Courier  says,  in  his  sly,  caustic  manner,  that  this 
would  liave  been  Lebrun’s  cry,  although  probaldy  he  was  not  really 
of  opinion  that  Regnier  ouglit  to  have  quitted  his  loimidable  and 
almost  unarquoachable  position.  He  says  distinctly  that  Regnier 
was  controlled  by  tlie  presence  of  Lebrun  ;  and  he  clearly  and  poign* 
antlv  exposes  certain  practices  wliich  were  now  common  m  the 
French  army.  “  A  silly  thing  (sotte  chose)  indeed,  for  a  general  who 
commands,  to  have  on  his  slioulders  an  aide-de-camp  of  the  emperor, 
a  fine  gentleman  of  the  court,  who  arrives  en  paste,  dressed  by  tV  alter 
rtlien  tlte  lasUionable  tailor  of  Farisl,  and  bringing  you  in  lus  pocket 
tire  genius  of  bis  imperial  majesty  !  Regnier  liad  a  surveillant  pat 
over  him,  to  give  an  account  of  what  should  biUtle 

been  gained,  then  it  would  have  been  the  emperor’s  doing,  the  enact 
of  the  genius,  the  invention,  the  orders  received  from /a  /iaut(trom 
above  there).  But  if  the  battle  be  lost,  why  then  it  is  our  fault 
The  '^olden  troop  of  courtiers  will  say,  ’The  emperor  was  not  there  I 
AVhat  a  i>itv  it  is  that  the  emperor  cannot  make  one  good  general  1  — 

]\Iemoires,  'Coirespt/ndance,  et  Opuscules  Inedits  dc  Paul  Lows  Courier. 

This  very  system — this  insatiable,  illimitable  egotism  of  Bonaparte 
nroved  very  fatal  to  him  in  the  end.  It  ought  to  be  remembered  as  a 
means  of  accounting  for  many  of  the  false  movements,  vacillations, 
and  failures  of  the  marshals  and  generals  who  commanded  his  armies 
ill  Spain  and  Portugal  and  iii  other  countries  where  he  was  not  present. 

f  The  58lli  regiment,  now  with  Sir  John  Stuart  at  Maida,  had 
served  under  Abercrombie,  and,  alter  his  death,  under  Sir  John,  in 
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that,  if  Regnier  had  kept  his  vantage  ground, 
Stuart  would  have  committed  some  imprudence  or 
rashness  in  order  to  get  at  him.  As  it  was,  when 
the  French  came  down  to  the  open  plain,  and 
battle  was  joined,  the  English  fought  with  all  the 
animosity  of  a  direct  personal  quarrel — with  a 
fury  which  looked  as  if  every  man  were  fighting 
a  duel  to  avenge  his  own  wrongs  — as  if  there  were 
a  multitudinous  series  of  duels  fighting  at  once,  in 
the  first  hot  blood  of  personal  quarrel,  without  a 
moment  to  cool,  and  without  seconds  to  prescribe 
rules  and  limitations.  As  Regnier  came  down  in 
double  column  his  forces  were  found  far  more 
numerous  than  Stuart  had  counted  upon :  he  had, 
in  fact,  been  joined  by  the  troops  that  had  been 
marching  after  liim  m  a  second  division.  After 
some  short  close  firing  of  the  flankers  to  cover  the 
deployments  of  the  two  armies,  by  nine  o’clock  in 
tlie  morning  the  opposing  fronts  were  hotly  en¬ 
gaged,  “  and  the  prowess  of  the  rival  nations 
seemed  now  fairly  to  be  at  trial  before  the  world.”* 
The  battle  grew  hottest  on  Stuart’s  right;  and 
there,  in  fact,  it  was  decided.  That  right  was 
composed  of  British  light  infantry,  mixed  with  a 
few  foreigners,  and  was  commanded  by  Lieut. - 
Colonel  Kempt  and  Major  Robinson.  Directly 
opposed  to  it  was  the  favourite  French  regiment 
of  light  infantry,  the  Legere.  As  if  by  mu¬ 
tual  agreement,  when  at  the  distance  of  about  one 
hundred  yards,  the  opposed  corps  fired  recipro¬ 
cally  a  few  rounds,  then  suspended  their  fire,  and 
in  close  compact  order  and  awful  silence  ad¬ 
vanced  towards  each  other  until  their  bayonets 
began  to  cross.t  The  British  commanding  officer, 
perceiving  that  his  men  were  suffering  from 
the  heat,  and  were  embarrassed  by  the  blankets 
which  they  carried  at  their  backs,  halted  the  line 
for  a  few  seconds  that  they  might  throw  their 
blankets  down.  The  French,  who  mistook  this 
pause  for  the  hesitation  of  iear,|  advanced  with  a 
quickened  step,  and  with  their  wonted  cheers . 
they  were  veterans,  thoroughly  trained,  and  looking 
martial  and  fierce  with  their  moustachios ;  the 
English  line  consisted  in  good  part  of  young  and 
beardless  recruits  : — it  was  the  boast  of  the  French, 
and  the  boast  had  grown  louder  since  the  encounter 
with  the  Russians  at  Austerlitz,  that  no  troops  in 
Europe  would  stand  their  bayonet  charge ;  the 
fact  was  now  to  be  proved,  though  not  in  an  equal 
contest,  for,  to  have  an  equality,  Stuart  ought  to 
have  had  veterans  to  oppose  to  veterans.  But  such 
men  as  we  had  disproved  the  boast.  As  soon  as 
they  were  freed  I'rom  their  incumbrances,  they 
gave  one  true  English  hurrah,  and  rushed  on  with 
their  bayonets  levelled.  Some  few  of  the  hrcnch 

•  Sir  .Tohn  Stuart’s  Dispatch- 

i  The  information  abo\it  the  halt  and  the  blankets  was  (»ivcn  to 
Sir  Walter  Scott  (see  Lile  of  Bonaparte)  liy  an  officer  present. 

A  Calabrian,  one  of  the  many  anxious  spectators  who  viewed  the 
fWht  from  the  neiithbourin^'  lieiglits,  in  describing  the  affair  to  us, 
mentioned  a  sliort:  sudden  halt,  which  he  interpreted  as  the  I'rencli 
did  at  the  moment.  "  We  sweated  cold,’  said  he,  loi  we  tlumght 
the  English  were  going  to  turn  and  run  ;  but,  Santo  Diavolone  .  m 
tlie  next  instant  tlierc  was  a  shout  and  a  rushing  onwards,  and  tlieu 
it  was  the  French  tliat  were  running !” 
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really  staid  to  cross  bayonets  (a  rare  occurrence  in 
war)  ;  but  these  were  overthrown  or  pushed  back 
by  the  superior  physical  strength  of  their  adver¬ 
saries  ;  and  the  rest  of  them  became  appalled, 
halted,  fell  back,  and  recovered  arms.  The  French 
officers  were  now  seen  running  along  the  line,  re¬ 
sorting  to  those  extraordinary  efforts  which  French 
officers  are  expected  to  make  at  every  crisis ;  but 
nothing  they  could  do  could  encourage  their  men, 
or  lead  them  back  to  the  points  of  the  English 
bayonets ;  and  as  the  English  advanced  upon 
them  the  1®*'®  Legere  broke  their  line,  fell  into 
irremediable  disorder,  and  endeavoured  to  fly  back 
to  the  hills.  But  it  was  too  late — they  had  got  too 
close — they  were  overtaken  by  a  most  dreadful 
slaughter.  Brigadier-General  Auckland,  whose 
brigade  was  immediately  on  the  left  of  our  light 
infantry,  whicli  had  so  speedily  done  the  work, 
availed  himself  of  this  favourable  moment  to  press 
forward  with  the  bayonet  upon  the  corps  in  his 
front;  and  here  too  the  French  fled,  leaving  the 
plain  covered  with  their  dead  and  wounded — with 
men  who  had  not  got  their  w'ounds  in  fighting,  but 
in  flying,  for  they  scarcely  stood  half  a  minute 
after  Auckland  began  to  move.  Being  thus  com¬ 
pletely  discomfited  on  his  left,  Regnier,  who  had 
been  galloping  about  the  field,  storming  and  curs¬ 
ing  like  a  madman,  began  to  make  a  new  effort 
with  his  right,  in  the  hope  of  recovering  the  day. 
He  threw  horse  and  foot  on  Stuart’s  left ;  but 
Brigadier-General  Cole’s  brigade  was  there  with 
some  undaunted  British  grenadiers,  and  wdth  some 
choice  infantry  of  the  line  ;  and  llegnier’s  horse 
and  foot  were  beaten  back.  The  French,  succes¬ 
sively  repelled  from  before  this  front,  made  an 
effort  to  turn  its  flank;  but  at  this  moment  Lieu¬ 
tenant-Colonel  Ross,  w'ho  had  landed  that  very 
morning  from  Messina,  with  the  British  20th 
regiment,*  and  who  had  marched  with  breathless 
speed  for  the  scene  of  action,  came  up,  took  pos¬ 
session  of  a  small  cover  upon  the  flank,  and  by  a 
heavy  and  well-directed  fire  he  instantly  and  en¬ 
tirely  disconcerted  the  attempt  of  the  French 
horse.  And  this  was  the  last  feeble  struggle  that 
Regnier  made ;  and,  after  it,  was  nothing  but 
flight,  confusion,  debacle.  A  Frenchman,  a  man 
of  genius,  the  wittiest  and  one  of  the  best  prose 
w'riters  of  modern  France,  w'as  attached  to  the  ser¬ 
vice  of  the  boastful  French  general  at  the  time, 
and  was  too  noble  a  fellow  to  cover  over  the  defeat 
with  falsehood  and  invention. t  He  wuote  to  his 
friends  that  bvilletins  and  Moniteurs  might  say 
what  they  liked  ;  but  that  the  plain  truth  was, 
that  Regnier  had  been  most  thoroughly  beaten — 
had  been  well  thrashed  by  Stuart — hicn  rosse. 
“  This  adventure,’’  says  he,  in  writing  to  a  French 
artillery  officer  at  Naples,  “  is  a  very  sad  one  for 
poor  Regnier !  The  ITench  fought  nowhere.  All 
eyes  are  fixed  upon  us.  With  our  good  troops, 
and  with  equal  forces,  to  be  defeated  in  such  a  few 

•  T1u3  20th  roijimeut  wr.s  incliuied  iu  Sir  .lohn  Stuart’s  enumera¬ 
tion  of  his  forces.  It  was  a  part  of  the  4795  men,  witli  wlioni  he 
fou;;lit  Uegnier,  ami  not  an  addition  to  that  number. 

t  I’aul  I.ouis  Courier. 
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minutes  ! — This  has  not  been  seen  since  our  Revo¬ 
lution.”*  This  writer  does  not  state  the  amount 
of  Regnier’s  loss  ;  but  another  French  officer,  who 
was  in  Calabria  some  time  after  the  battle,  admits 
that  he  left  1500  men  dead  or  wounded  on  tlie 
battle-field.  Sir  John  Stuart,  in  the  dispatch  to 
his  government,  dated  from  the  camp  on  the  plain 
of  Maida,  July  the  6th,  or  two  days  after  the 
affair,  says  that  above  700  bodies  of  their  dead 
had  been  buried  upon  the  ground ;  that  the 
wounded  and  prisoners  already  in  his  hands 
(among  whom  were  General  Compere,  the  colonel 
of  a  Swiss  regiment,  and  a  long  list  of  officers  of 
different  ranks)  exceeded  1000  ;  and  that  the  pea¬ 
santry  were  hourly  bringing  in  fugitives,  who  had 
dispersed  in  the  woods  and  mountains  after  the 
battle.  By  the  official  return  of  the  assistant-adju¬ 
tant-general,  the  loss  of  the  British  amounted  to 

I  officer,  3  serjeants,  41  rank  and  file  killed; 

II  officers,  S  serjeants,  2  drummers,  261  rank 
and  file  wounded.  Sir  John  declares  that  no  state¬ 
ment  he  had  heard  of  Regnier’s  numbers  placed 
them  at  less  than  7000  men,  when  they  began  the 
action.  Regnier,  we  know,  pfositively  had  entered 
Calabria  with  10,000  :  a  part  of  the  force  he  first 
brought  with  him  had  been  detached  to  distant 
jjoints,  and  some  few  hundreds  had  already  fallen 
under  the  knife  of  the  vindictive,  infuriated  Cala¬ 
brians  ;  but  on  the  other  hand  there  had  been  a 
constant  influx  of  reinforcements,  and,  upon  a  com¬ 
parison  of  various  French  and  Italian  accounts,  it 
appears  quite  certain  that  Regnier  descended  from 
his  wooded  heights  with  from  6000  to  7000  fight¬ 
ing  men.  These  accounts,  one  and  all,  make  the 
disparity  of  force,  not  by  diminishing  Regnier’s, 
but  by  exaggerating  Stuart’s  numbers  : — they  al¬ 
low  that  the  French  were  at  least  6000  strong  ;  but 
then  they  affirm  that  7000,  8000,  9000  English 
had  landed  at  Sant’  Eufemia !  An  English  general, 
even  if  inclined  so  to  do,  cannot  materially  falsify 
his  reports,  which  are  always  made  public.  General 
Stuart  was  obliged  to  report  precisely  to  his 
government,  the  brigades,  regiments,  battalions, 
and  men  he  had  with  him  ;  he  reports  his  total 
at  4795.  The  French  generals  reported  merely  to 
the  emperor,  and  his  close  and  secret  war-office  ; 
their  really  official  numerical  reports  were  never 
published  at  all,  and  a  door  w-as  thus  left  open  to  every 
kind  of  exaggeration  or  falsehood.  The  reverse 
sustained  in  this  instance  was,  however,  so  signal 
and  so  notorious,  that  it  w'as  found  impossible  to 
conceal  it  in  France,  or  in  any  part  of  Europe. 
[And  therefore  it  was  that  additional  plains  were 

♦  Letter  dated  Cfissuno,  tlie  12th  of  August,  1806,  iu  Mtmoires, 
Coii'vsp<mdance,  &c. 

Paul  Louis  (may  his  name  he  honoured  for  the  ^vit  and  veracity 
that  in  him  1)  was  not  ;it  the  of  Maida— he  had  been  sent 

down  to  Tarento  for  some  heavy  artillery — but  he  joined  Iteiinier  on 
his  retreat,  immediately  after  the  decisive  affair — joined  him  in  a 
pennyless,  shoeless,  shirtlc>s  condition,  for  poor  Paul  iu  Ids  way  fell 
among  the  C/alabrian  insurgents,  and  only  saved  his  life  by  a  kind  of 
miracle.  When  speaking  of  etpuil  numbers  he  was  deceived  by  the 
reports  made  by  Kegiiiiu-  and  his  oflieers  actually  engaged,  that  Sir 
.Tolm  Stuart  had  6000  men  ;  and,  as  he  knew’  that  Regnier  had  6000 
or  a  little  more  in  action,  he  balanced  the  numbers.  If  Paul  Louis 
liad  been  at  the  battle  of  Maida,  to  count  Stuart’s  real  force.  Ids  asto¬ 
nishment  would  have  been  the  greater. 
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taken  to  falsify  numbers.]  Regnier  never  stopped 
until  he  had  put  the  whole  breadth  and  thickness 
of  the  Apennines  between  him  and  Stuart:  the 
night  after  the  battle  he  bivouacked  on  the  heights  of 
Marcellinara,  but  only  for  two  or  three  hours  to  col¬ 
lect  his  fuyards ;  he  then  ascended  the  reverse 
of  the  mountains  with  headlong  speed,  being 
threatened  on  the  flanks  by  the  hostile  peasantry, 
and  went  to  encamp  under  the  walls  of  Catan- 
zaro,  a  friendly  or  French-disposed  town  on  the 
shores  of  the  Ionian  Sea,  near  the  head  of  the 
great  Gulf  of  Tarento.  The  victorious  British  in¬ 
fantry  continued  the  pursuit  as  long  as  they  were 
able;  but,  as  the  French  dispersed  in  every  direc¬ 
tion,  and  they  were  under  the  necessity  of  preserv¬ 
ing  their  order,  the  trial  of  speed  became  very  un¬ 
equal.  This  headlong  flight  left  several  French 
divisions  and  detachments  exposed  to  destruc¬ 
tion;  and  some  of  the  latter  were  destroyed,  or 
surrendered  to  the  English,  in  order  to  escape 
the  certain  torture  and  death  that  awaited  them 
at  the  hands  of  the  wild  natives.  General 
Verdier,  who  was  occupying  Cosenza,  an  im¬ 
portant  town,  a  few  miles  to  the  north  of  Maida, 
with  a  French  brigade,  was  driven  out  of  the  place 
by  the  insurgents,  and  never  found  a  safe  resting- 
place  until  he  performed  a  journey  of  more  than 
a  hundred  English  miles,  and  reached  the  town  of 
Matera,  near  the  Gulf  of  Taranto.-  Every  fort 
along  the  coasts  of  the  Tyrrhenian  Sea,  with  all 
the  French  depots  of  stores,  ammunition,  and  artil¬ 
lery,  prepared  for  the  reduction  of  Calabria,  and 
then  for  the  attack  of  Sicily,  became  the  prey  of  Sir 
John  Stuart’s  little  army  :  and  on  the  shores  of  the 
Ionian  Sea,  to  which  the  French  had  retreated, 
Cotrone,  situated  between  Catanzaro  and  Matera, 
was  reduced  to  capitulate  by  the  '78th  regiment — 
a  part  of  Stuart’s  force,  which  was  carried  round 
by  sea — and  a  small  squadron  of  ships  under  the 
command  of  Captain  William  Hoste,  who  was 
assisted  by  some  Sicilian  gun-boats,  and  by  some 
of  the  armed  Calabrians.  During  the  bombard¬ 
ment  or  cannonading  of  the  castle,  a  French  divi¬ 
sion  advanced  from  Catanzaro  in  the  hope  of  suc¬ 
couring  the  place,  but  the  sharp  fire  of  Hoste’s 
frigate,  the  ‘  Amphion,’  and  of  the  gun-boats  with 
her,  compelled  them  to  retire  with  some  loss.  On 
the  following  day  the  French  army  were  discerned 
in  full  marcii  to  the  eastward,  on  the  road  leading 
from  Catanzaro  to  Cotrone.  Floste  anchored  the 
‘  Amphion’  close  in  shore,  opened  a  brisk  fire, 
completely  broke  their  line  of  march,  and  drove 
them  towards  the  mountains.*  Six  hundred  French 
prisoners,  including  some  300  who  had  survived 
the  wounds  they  had  got  at  Maida,  and  forty  pieces 
of  heavy  ordnance,  lately  transported  by  the  French 
to  Cotrone,  were  carried  over  to  Sicily,  together 
with  all  the  stores,  magazines,  &c.  of  this  last 
remaining  depot  in  the  low'er  province  of  Calabria. 
Regnier  was  now  renewing  his  retreat— hurrying 
away,  by  the  shores  of  the  Ionian  Sea  and  the  Gulf 

•  Memoirs  aud  Letters  of  Capt.  Sir  William  Hoste,  Kart.,  R.N. 
K.C.15.  K.M.T.  Edited  by  his  Widow. 


of  Tarento,  for  Cassano  in  Upper  Calabria,  whither 
King  Joseph  Bonaparte  had  ordered  Marshal  Mas- 
sena  to  march  with  a  fresh  army  of  6000  or  7000 
men.  Both  of  these  French  marches,  from  op¬ 
posite  points  of  the  compass,  were  attended  by  atro¬ 
cities  ;  but  that  of  Regnier  appears  to  have  been 
the  more  atrocious  of  the  two :  his  line  of  march 
was  marked  by  burning  towns  and  villages.  After 
being  sacked,  and  made  the  scene  of  nearly  every 
enormity,  Strongoli,  Corigliano,  Rossano — recently 
thriving  towns — were  set  on  fire ;  and  every  vil¬ 
lage  and  hamlet  w'as  reduced  to  ashes.  But  the 
incendiaries,  butchers,  ravishers  (and  worse)  did 
not  go  unscathed :  the  insurgents  hovered  round 
about  them,  among  the  rocks,  and  woods,  and 
thick  olive  groves  and  orange  groves,  availing 
themselves  of  every  opportunity  to  take,  a  long 
shot,  or  to  surprise,  seize,  torture,  and  slay ;  and 
the  column  lost  700  men  before  it  quitted  that 
Ionian  shore.  On  the  4th  of  August  Regnier 
reached  Cassano  ;  on  the  7th  he  was  joined  by 
Verdier,  who  retraced  his  steps  from  Matera  ;  and 
on  the  llth  these  two  w'andering  fugitive  generals 
effected  a  junction,  between  the  towns  of  Cassano 
and  Castrovillari,  with  Marshal  Massena,  who  then 
assumed  the  supreme  command  in  the  Calabrias, 
assuring  King  Joseph  that  in  one  month  he  would 
reduce  those  tvvo  provinces  to  an  entire  submission 
and  loyalty  to  him.  But,  though  the  great  marshal 
— the  darling  child  of  victory,  as  they  called  him — 
remained  much  longer  than  a  month  in  that  wild 
country,  he  did  not  fulfil  his  promise.  Fortresses 
were  recovered,  towns  were  taken  and  burned  ;  the 
more  level  or  open  parts  of  the  provinces  were 
kept  in  subjection  ;  but  to  subdue  the  fiery  furious 
mountaineers,  or  even  to  secure  constantly  the  high 
roads  which  led  from  the  capital,  was  found  to  be 
impracticable.  It  took  Massena’s  successors  five 
long  years,  and  it  cost  the  French  army,  from  first 
to  last,  100,000  men  to  quench  the  flames  of  this 
ardent  Calabrian  insurrection — and  then  it  was 
that  sort  of  peace  which  proceeds  from  solitude 
and  extermination. 

If,  instead  of  less  than  5000  men.  Sir  John 
Stuart  had  had  with  him  10,000,  he  might  have 
cleared  Upper  Calabria,  as  he  did  Lower  Calabria, 
of  the  last  Frenchman  in  it ;  backed  by  the  Cala¬ 
brians  alone,  he  might  have  hurled  Regnier  and 
Verdier,  the  great  Marshal  Massena  and  all,  down 
the  precipices  of  the  Syla  mountain,  or  have 
destroyed  them  at  the  edge  of  the  province,  in  the 
passes  of  Campotanese.  With  30,000  men  he 
might  have  swept  Naples  and  the  whole  of  southern 
Italy  clear  of  the  French,  and  have  caused  the 
greatest  embarrassment  to  Bonaparte,  who  had 
weakened  his  army  in  the  north  of  Italy,  in  order 
to  collect  the  greater  force  for  the  war  with  Prus¬ 
sia.  Almost  immediately  after  the  battle  of  Maida 
the  white  flag  of  the  Bourbon  was  actually  raised 
in  nearly  every  part  of  the  kingdom  :  the  moun¬ 
taineers  of  Basilicata  and  Capitana,  of  Principato- 
Citro  and  Principato-Ultro,  of  the  wild  and  lofty 
pastoral  regions  of  the  Molise,  flew  to  arms ;  a 
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daring  partisan,  named  Piccioli,  raised  nearly  the  I 
whole  population  ot  the  Abruzzi ;  and  Fra  Diavolo,  j 
a  half  brigand  half  Bourbon  partisan,  scoured  the  j 
Terra  di  Lavoro,  and  the  garden  plains  that  lie  j 
behind  Naples,  penetrating  at  times  almost  to  the  j 
gates  of  the  city.  The  intrusive  King  Joseph  lost  i 
heart  completely  :  in  his  council  of  state  it  was  ■ 
anxiously  discussed,  whether  he  ought  not  to  fly  to  ■ 
the  frontiers  of  the  kingdom,  collect  there  the  army 
of  Calabria,  and  all  his  other  troops  save  a  few  gar¬ 
risons  there,  and  await  the  arrivtd  of  another  army 
from  France.  A  part  of  his  illustrious  councillors 
strongly  recommended  tins  retreat ;  and  it  is  said 
that,  but  for  Saliceti,  the  capital  would  have  been 
abandoned,  the  siege  of  Gaeta,  which  still  con¬ 
tinued,  would  have  been  raised,  and  Joseph  would 
have  gone  to  the  frontiers.*  But  i:  was  not  the  half 
of  the  Italian  peninsula,  but  the  vaster  peninsula 
which  embraces  Spain  and  Portugal,  that  was 
destined  to  be  the  great  battle-fleld  of  England. 
With  less  than  5000  men  Sir  John  Stuart  could  : 
not  follow  up  his  brilliant  success ;  his  little  army  | 
was  reiluced  by  the  malaria  fevers ;  he  had  neither  | 
time  nor  the  necessary  means  to  attempt  organising  j 
and  disciplining  the  very  disorderlv  Calabrians  | 
(who,  however,  in  common  with  the  other  Neapo¬ 
litan  insurgents,  were  by  nature  quite  as  docile 
and  as  capable  of  discipline  its  the  Spaniards  were 
afterwards  found  to  be,  or  pverhaps  considerably 
more  so)  ;  and,  alter  clearing  the  lower  province  of 
the  euemy,  and  throwing  some  small  garrisons 
into  the  Castle  of  Scylla,  and  one  or  two  other 
pdaces  he  had  captured.  Sir  John  embarked  the 
rest  of  his  forces,  and  returned  to  Sicily,  which 
the  French  long  continued  to  threaten  with  inva¬ 
sion. 

It  is  incorrect,  and  most  unfair,  to  say  that  no 
object  was  obtained  by  this  expedition.  It  threw 
the  French  in  Calabria  a  good  year  at  the  least 
back  in  their  work ;  it  kept  up  a  popular  insur¬ 
rection,  which  cost  them  enormous  sacrifices,  and 
which  in  its  prolongation  became  one  of  those 
drains  on  the  resources  of  France,  and  one  of  those 
causes  of  military  demoralization,  which  graduallv 
led  to  Bonaparte’s  ruin ;  it  seized  and  carried  oil' 
the  stores,  artillery,  and  ammunition  which  had 
been  collected  with  great  labour,  and  at  au  immense 
expense,  for  the  invasion  of  Sicily,  and  which, 
if  not  so  employed  (and  the  Straits  of  iMessina, 
though  so  narrow,  were  hard  to  pass,  even  when 
our  naval  force  there  was  so  verv  small),  would 
have  served  to  facilitate  the  reduction  of  the  Cala- 
brias  ;  and  it  left  an  uneasiness,  a  difiidence,  and 
an  uncertainty  in  the  minds  of  the  French,  lest 
such  an  experiment  should  be  repeated  on  a  larger 
scale  either  there  or  on  some  other  part  of  the 
Neapolitan  coast,  which  long  obliged  them  to  keep 
great  stationary  forces  at  ti.ese  extremities  of  the 
Italian  peninsula,  where  their  ranks  were  annuailv 
thinned  to  a  frightful  extent  by  malaria,  and  the 
rifle  and  knife  of  the  peasantry.  It  was  certainlv 
not  at  the  court  of  Kiug  Joseph  that  the  battle  of 
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Maida  was  considered  a  vain-glorious  afl'air  with¬ 
out  results.  It  is  true,  indeed,  that  the  chief  ad¬ 
vantage  derived  from  it  was  the  great  moral  en¬ 
couragement,  the  conviction  restored  or  strengthened 
in  the  national  faith,  that  in  a  hand-to-hand  fight 
the  British  infantry  was  as  superior  to  that  of  France 
as  it  had  been  proved  to  be  in  the  old  times — that, 
in  shor',  the  battle  of  Maida  was  chiefly  valuable  as 
a  corollary  to  that  of  Alexandria.  But  than  this 
few  things  could  be  more  valuable,  few  results  more 
desinrble  ;  this  moral  encouragement  was  precisely 
what  was  wanted,  when  the  bad  war-policy  of  our 
cabinets  had  lowered  our  military  reputatiou,  both 
at  home  and  abroad.  The  bold  bayonet-work  was 
a  prelude,  and  an  assurance  of  success,  to  the 
grander  bayonet  charges  which  were  made  a  little 
later  against  the  veteran,  choicest  troops  of  Bona¬ 
parte  at  Talavera,  Busaco,  Fuentes  de  Onoro, 
Albuera,  and  in  twenty  other  fights.  There  was 
political  wisdom  as  well  as  patriotic  enthusiasm 
and  eloquence  in  'iVindham’s  exclamation  : — that 
the  military  renown  of  our  later  days  dated  from 
our  achievements  in  Egypt ;  that  the  battle  of 
Maida  confirmed  it ;  and  that  the  battles  of  Yi- 
meiro,  Coruiia,  and  Talavera,  were  worth  a  whole 
archipelago  of  sugar  islands ! 

With  admirable  exertions  Sir  Sidney  Smith 
collected  some  more  supplies  and  succours,  and 
sent  a  second  convoy  to  the  besieged  Gaeta.  He 
left  ten  gun-boats,  a  Neapolitan  frigate,  and  some 
other  vessels  to  hammer  at  the  French  in  their 
trenches,  and  to  cover,  by  a  flanking  fire,  the  bold 
and  effective  sorties  the  Prince  of  Hesse-Philip- 
stadt  was  in  the  habit  of  making ;  he  helped  his 
serene  highness  to  land  a  detachment  I'rora  the 
garrison  in  the  rear  of  some  of  the  enemv’s  bat¬ 
teries,  and  then  he  swgpt  along  the  coast,  from  the 
mouth  of  the  Tiber  to  the  Bay  of  Naples,  and 
back  from  the  bay  to  the  Tiber,  thundering  and 
threatening,  distracting  the  attention  of  the  French, 
drawing  them  off  to  other  parts  of  the  coast,  and 
seizing  nearly  every  vessel  and  Iwat  that  was  car¬ 
rying  supplies  to  the  besiegers.  Everything  went 
well  as  long  as  Sir  Sidney  was  there  and  the  brave 
governor  of  the  fortress  was  in  a  state  to  do  his 
duty  ;  hut  the  presence  of  the  British  admiral  was 
required  at  Palermo, — where  the  court  thought 
itself  in  danger  so  long  as  he  was  absent, — at 
Messina,  at  Reggio,  along  both  coasts  of  the  Cala- 
brias ;  Prince  Hesse  Philipstadt  received  a  mortal 
wound  on  tiie  ramparts  where  Sir  Sidnev  had  so 
often  stood  by  his  side;  the  command  fell  to  a 
Colonel  Storz,  who  had  bravery  and  skill,  but  in¬ 
finitely  less  authority  than  the  prince ;  that  origin 
of  all  evil  in  war,  a  council,  was  created  :  and  then 
collectively  the  superior  officers  of  the  besieged 
agreed  to  do  what,  perhaps,  not  one  of  them  would 
have  done  singly — to  beat  a  parley,  and  capitulate. 
The  French  agreed  to  allow  the  garrison  to  retire 
to  Sicily,  with  all  the  honours  of  war,  but  under 
the  engagement  not  to  fight  against  the  French  or 
any  ot  their  allies  for  a  year  and  a  dav.  Above 
3000  brave  men  embarked,  about  1000  were  left 
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sick  or  wounded  in  the  hospitals,  to  be  sent  after 
their  comrades  as  soon  as  they  should  be  able  to 
bear  the  voyage,  about  another  thousand  deserted 
and  joined  the  French,  and  some  800  or  900  had 
perished  during  the  siege.  But  the  French  loss, 
though  disguised  in  the  usual  manner,  had  been 
dreadful,  not  less  through  malaria  than  by  the  fire 
of  the  fortress,  and  the  desperate  sorties  of  the  be¬ 
sieged.  General  Yallongue,  one  of  their  most 
scientific  officers,  was  mortally  wounded  by  the 
fragment  of  a  bomb,  and  died  three  days  after¬ 
wards  ;  General  Grigny  was  rather  more  fortunate,  ^ 
for  his  head  was  knocked  clean  off  his  shoulders  by  | 
a  16-pounder  ball ;  the  number  of  officers  killed  | 
was,  as  usual,  great ;  and  for  months  after  the  fall 
of  Gaeta  the  hospitals  at  Capua,  Aversa,  and  at 
Naples  were  crowded  with  the  soldiery  that  had 
been  wounded  or  attacked  by  the  fever  during  the 
siege.  Gaeta  had  been  invested  six  months,  and 
closely  besieged  by  from  12,000  to  14,000  men 
during  three  months  ;  it  had  fired  120,000  balls 
and  bombs.  It  was  on  the  20th  of  July  that  the 
tri-color  flag  and  the  flag  of  King  J oseph  Bona¬ 
parte  were  hoisted  on  the  lofty  and  ancient  tower 
of  Orlando.  Massena  said  that  the  fall  of  Gaeta 
was  equivalent  to  a  successful  campaign.  If  ade¬ 
quate  measures  had  been  taken  by  the  British 
government,  a  French  army  might  have  been  de¬ 
tained  before  those  rocks,  and  towers,  and  ram¬ 
parts  for  a  whole  year,  to  dwindle  away  and  rot,  nor 
would  the  success  of  the  French  have  been  certain 
after  the  longest  siege. 

It  had  been  confidently  asserted  at  Paris,  and  in 
the  councils  of  Bonaparte,  that  the  soft  and  pu¬ 
sillanimous  kingdom  m  southern  Italy  would  be 
subdued  without  any  sacrifice;  but,  between  mal¬ 
aria  and  fighting,  imprudent  and  vicious  living, 
and  the  extermination  in  detail  carried  on  by  the 
insurgents,  and  principally  by  those  in  Calabria, 
before  the  end  of  this  year,  of  the  60,000  or 
10,000  men  who  had  escorted  Joseph  to  his 
throne,  one-half  were  dead,  or  in  the  hospitals  in 
hopeless  case.  And  the  end  was  not  yet;  the 
losses  of  1806  were  repeated,  and  on  nearly  the 
same  scale,  in  1807-8-9  and-10. 

The  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  which  the  Addington 
administration  had  given  up  so  prematurely,  was 
recovered  in  the  month  of  January  by  Sir  David 
Baird  and  5000  land-troops,  and  Sir  Home  Pop- 
ham  with  a  small  fleet.  The  Dutch  troops  broke 
and  fled  before  a  British  charge.  They  afterwards 
showed  a  disposition  to  defend  the  interior  of  the 
country;  but,  on  General  Beresford’s  being  de¬ 
tached  against  them,  they  surrendered,  upon  con¬ 
dition  that  they  should  be  sent  back  to  Holland, 
and  not  be  considered  as  prisoners  of  war.  This 
annexation  of  the  Cape,  which  ought  always  to  re¬ 
main  to  the  power  that  is  predominant  at  sea  and 
in  the  East  Indies,  was  a  laudable  measure  and  an 
imperative  duty  in  our  government ;  but  so  much 
cannot  be  said  of  another  conquest  and  scheme  of 
airgraudisement  which  was  attempted  almost  im- 
nrediately  after.  Tempted  by  very  inaccurate 


reports  of  the  wealth  and  weakness  of  the  Spanish 
colonies  in  the  Rio  de  la  Plata,  Sir  Home  Popham, 
it  is  said  without  the  slightest  authority  from  the 
government  at  home,  ventured  to  carry  his  whole 
naval  force  to  South  America,  and  induced  Sir 
David  Baird  to  allow  General  Beresford  to  accom¬ 
pany  him,  with  a  portion  of  the  land-force  who 
had  conquered  the  Cape.  Having  touched  at  St. 
Helena,  where  some  slight  reinforcements  were  ob¬ 
tained,  Popham  and  Beresford  arrived  at  the  mouth 
of  La  Plata  early  in  June,  and  on  the  24th  ot  that 
month  landed  the  troops  at  some  distance  from 
Buenos  Ayres.  The  whole  force  disembarked,  in¬ 
cluding  marines,  did  not  exceed  1600  men.  Some 
Spanish  troops,  who  attempted  to  dispute  their 
passage,  were  dispersed  by  a  single  volley ;  and  on 
the  27th  of  June,  favourable  terms  of  capitulation 
having  been  granted  to  the  inhabitants,  Beresford 
entered  the  city  without  resistance.  The  property 
of  private  individuals  was  respected  ;  but  a  great 
booty  was  made  of  the  public  money',  stores,  artil¬ 
lery,  &c.,  and  of  the  shipping  in  the  river.  Elated 
with  his  success.  Sir  Home  Popham  sent  home  a 
circular  manifesto  to  the  merchants  and  manufac¬ 
turers  of  Great  Britain,  announcing  that  he  had 
conquered  a  land  of  gold,  and  had  opened  a  whole 
continent  to  the  British  trade.  At  the  same  time 
upwards  of  a  million  of  dollars  were  sent  to  Lon¬ 
don,  and  the  admiral  and  the  general  reserved 
205,000  dollars  for  the  exigencies  of  the  army  and 
navy.  The  news  of  the  capture  of  Buenos  Ayres 
was  received  with  transports  of  joy  by  our  trading 
community,  and  by  that  part  of  the  cabinet  and 
country  which  clung  to  the  paltry  idea  of  making 
war  for  what  they  called  British  objects,  or  exclu¬ 
sively  national  interests.  An  order  of  council  was 
gazetted  on  the  20th  of  September,  declaring  that 
a  lawful  trade  might  be  carried  on  to  Buenos  Ayres 
and  its  dependencies.  The  cabinet,  on  first  learn¬ 
ing  Sir  Home  Popham’s  wild  enterprise,  had  sent 
out  orders  to  recall  him  ;  but,  as  these  orders  did 
not  reach  the  admiral  in  time,  as  the  conquest  had 
been  made  with  so  much  ease,  as  a  million  of  dol¬ 
lars  was  looked  upon  as  a  valuable  consideration, 
and  as  the  popular  joy  and  commercial  exultation 
were  so  great,  ministers  now  sanctioned  the  whole 
scheme,  took  no  pains  to  dissipate  the  vulgar  er¬ 
rors  and  illusions,  and  resolved  to  keep  what  had 
been  gotten  without  their  will.  But,  before  people 
at  home  had  finished  rejoicing  for  the  conquest, 
the  conquest  was  no  more,  and  the  capturers  were 
captives.  As  soon  as  the  Spaniards  and  the  co¬ 
lonists  became  generally  aware  of  the  smallness  ot 
Beresford’s  force,  they  began  to  concert  measures 
for  his  expulsion.  A  popular  insurrection  was  or¬ 
ganised  in  the  heart  of  the  city ;  emissaries  were 
sent  to  excite  the  hardy  country-people  to  arms; 
and,  when  everything  was  ripe  for  action,  iM.  Li- 
niers,  a  Frenchman  in  the  Spanish  service,  crossed 
the  river  in  a  fog  on  the  4th  of  August,  and  landed 
above  Buenos  Ayres  with  more  than  1000  fighting 
men,  whom  he  had  brought  from  Montevideo  and 
Sacramento.  Other  armed  levies  joined  Liniers, 
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after  having  been  beaten  by  Beresford  in  a  sally. 
The  Frenchman  now  advanced  against  the  city, 
and  on  the  10th  he  summoned  the  English  to 
surrender.  Then  within  the  walls  the  inhabitants 
rose  upon  Beresford,  who  attempted  to  retreat  to 
the  ships,  hut  was  prevented  by  the  bad  state  of 
the  weather.  After  a  desperate  action  in  the 
streets  and  great  srpiare  of  the  town,  in  which 
they  were  exposed  to  a  fierce  and  destructive  fire 
from  the  windows  and  balconies,  and  the  house¬ 
tops,  the  English  capitulated  and  laid  down  their 
arms.  M.  Liniers  forthwith  broke  the  terms  of 
the  capitulation,  and  not  only  detained  the  English 
prisoners  of  war,  hut  marched  them  into  the  in¬ 
terior  of  the  country,  where  they  were  subjected  to 
great  privations.  About  1200  men  remained  at 
the  mercy  of  Liniers  and  the  Spaniards — the  rest 
had  perished  in  the  ruinous  street-fighting.  Sir 
Home  Popham,  who  had  the  good  fortune  to  be  on 
board  ship  at  the  time,  then  blockaded  the  Rio  de 
la  Plata.  He  then  proceeded  to  make  an  attack 
on  Monte  Video,  but  his  ships  could  not  get  near 
enough  to  batter  the  walls.  In  the  month  of  Oc¬ 
tober,  successive  reinforcements  having  arrived 
from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  and  from  England 
(where  the  cabinet  ought  to  have  foreseen  Beres- 
ford’s  fate),  he  landed  a  body  of  troops  at  Maldo¬ 
nado,  drove  the  Spaniards  from  the  Isle  of  Gorriti, 
and  took  up  good  anchoring-ground  and  quarters 
on  shore  to  await  the  arrival  of  more  reinforce¬ 
ments. 


The  Spanish  monarchy  in  America  had  before 
this  time  showm  symptoms  of  falling  to  pieces. 
That  desire  of  independence  which  eventually  dis¬ 
severed  those  vast  colonies  from  Spain,  even  as 
the  Anglo-American  colonies  had  been  rent  from 
Great  Britain,  already  displayed  itself,  gaining 
strength  from  the  miserable  weakness  and  mis¬ 
rule  of  the  court  of  Madrid.  Many  insurrec¬ 
tions  had  taken  place  :  in  some  parts  the  Snutli 
American  population,  having  driven  away  their 
Spanish  governors,  were  already  virtually  in¬ 
dependent.  Since  the  alliance  between  France 
and  Spain,  or  the  entire  subjection  of  the  court 
of  Madrid,  various  proposals  had  been  made  to 
Great  Britain  to  take  the  colonists  by  the  hand, 
to  assist  them  in  throwing  off  the  yoke  of  the 
mother  country,  w'hich  drained  them  of  their  re¬ 
sources,  in  order  to  maintain  its  corrupt,  degrading, 
anti-national  court  and  government,  and  to  buy 
with  their  gold  and  silver  the  insecure  friendship 
or  temporary  forbearance  of  the  Emperor  of  the 
French.  The  inducements  for  our  interference 
were  strong,  and,  coupled  with  the  prospect  of  con¬ 
cluding  commercial  treaties  with  the  emancipated 
colonies,  and  opening  in  fact  the  trade  of  a  vast 
continent,  which  Spain  had  so  vigilantly  and  so 
impolitically  closed  to  the  British,  and  all  other 
flags,  the  temptations  became  almost  irresistible. 
Both  Addington  and  Pitt  had  seriously  entertained 
the  project.  But  the  fear  of  disobliging  the  court 
of  Petersburgh  had  determined  Pitt  not  to  inter- 
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fere  at  present.  Rejected  by  England,  General 
Miranda,*  that  enthusiastic  adventurer  and  real 
founder  of  the  independence  of  Spanish  America, 
went  over  to  the  United  States  to  solicit  the  co¬ 
operation  of  President  .lefferson  and  his  repub¬ 
licans.  The  United  States  government,  which 
this  year,  and  more  than  once  before,  seemed  to  be 
on  the  verge  of  a  war  with  England,  had  many 
differences  with  Spain,  and  a  very  eager  desire  to 
break  the  old  Spanish  monopoly  and  throw  open 
the  trade  of  the  vast  South  American  continent. 
Although  the  Spanish  court  had  been  compelled 
to  cede  Louisiana  to  Bonaparte,  they  were  enraged 
against  the  republicans  of  the  United- States  for 
buying  that  country  from  him.  Moreover,  these 
Americans  had  discovered  that,  by  the  law  of 

*  Francisco  Miranda  was  born  about  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth 
century,  at  the  city  of  Caracas,  of  which  province  his  grandfather  had 
been  governor-general  for  the  King  of  Sj'ain.  From  early  youth  he 
gave  proof  of  very  extraordinary  energy  and  perseverance,  and  of  a 
desire  for  information  still  more  extraordinary  in  a  South  American 
Spaniard.  lie  travelled  on  foot,  at  the  age  of  twenty,  through  a  great 
part  of  the  New  Continent.  He  was  afterwards  a  colonel  in  tlie 
Spanish  army,  and  was  intrusted  with  important  matters  by  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  Guatemala.  Charles  III.  of  Spain  had  foreseen  the 
elfect  likely  to  be  produced  among  the  Spanish  colonies  by  the  revolt 
and .  by  the  acknowledged  iude])endence  of  the  Anglo-American 
colonies.  During  that  struggle,  in  which  both  France  and  Spain  pro¬ 
tected  the  Anglo-Americans,  Miranda,  who  had  some  vague  notions 
before  about  an  independence  and  liberty  for  the  country  of  his  birth, 
became  fully  convinced  of  the  propriety  and  necessity  of  following 
the  example  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States.  lie  had  some  pri¬ 
vate  corres])ondence  with  Lafayette,  while  that  Frenchman  was  serv¬ 
ing  in  America,  and  also  with  General  Washington,  whom  he  chose 
for  his  model.  In  17«3,  after  the  peace  had  established  the  inde¬ 
pendence  of  the  United  States,  he  visited  those  countries.  Apparently 
he  had  fallen  into  disgrace,  or  under  suspicion,  at  Guatemala,  for, 
instead  of  relnruing  thither,  or  to  his  own  country,  he  came  over  to 
Europe  as  a  needy  adventurer.  He  travelled  on  foot  tlirough  Eng¬ 
land,  France,  and  Italy.  He  also  travelled  in  the  same  way  through 
Spain,  a  country  for  w  hich  he  ever  professed  the  greatest  detestation 
or  contempt.  Even  now,  it  is  said,  he  ventured  to  speak  of  the  eman¬ 
cipation  of  his  country  to  Fitt  and  to  the  Empress  Catherine.  The 
czarina,  who  loved  to  collect  around  her  adventurous  spirits  from  all 
parts  of  the  world,  and  to  whom  political  intrigue  was  a  necessary 
aliment,  invited  him  to  St.  Peterslmrgh,  and  offered  him  employment 
in  her  army.  But  Miranda  hud  become  a  hot  republican,  and  when 
tlie  French  revolution  burst  out,  and  had  made  some  progress,  he 
went  to  seek  a  more  congenial  employment  in  France.  It  is  said  that 
he  was  recommended  to  Petion  by  some  of  those  leaders  of  opposition 
iu  the  British  parliament  who  took  so  great  an  interest  in,  and  bui^lt 
such  Utopian  hopes  upon,  the  French  revobition  ;  but  Miranda,  who 
had  travelled  in  France  when  the  fermentation  was  commencing  (and 
it  commenced  almost  immediately  after  the  success  of  the  North 
American  experiment),  could  scarcely  have  stood  in  need  of  such  iii- 
troduclion.  He  seems  to  have  been  well  acquainted  with  Dumouriez 
before  this  second  journey  to  France.  He  was  soon  a]»poiuted  major- 
general  niider  Dumouriez,  and  had  a  share  in  the  very  successful 
campaign  against  the  Prussian  invaders.  His  later  services  iu  Bel¬ 
gium  have  been  noticed  iu  our  sketch  of  that  war.  They  were  very 
unsuccessful,  and  drew  down  upon  him  the  bitter  censure  of  Du¬ 
mouriez.  It  is  probable,  however,  that  Dumouriez  only  blamed  him 
in  order  to  turn  censure  from  himself,  and  that  Miranda’s  failures 
were  solely  attributable  to  tho  undisciplined,  tumultuary  character 
of  the  first  French  levies  and  volunteers.  Miranda  attached  himself 
heart  and  soul  to  the  rash  and  imbecile  Girondist  faction.  After  the 
fall  of  that  party  he  was  put  upon  his  trial  for  alleged  offences  and 
crimes,  both  civil  and  military,  before  the  Bevolutiouary  Tribunal ; 
and  had  the  rare  fortuue  to  escape  sentence  of  death.  His  trial  lasted 
eleven  days,  and  he  seems  to  have  completely  disproved  all  the 
charges  relating  to  his  conduct  in  Belgium.  He  was  released,  seized 
again,  and  again  set  at  liberty.  But  he  retained  his  ardent  democratic 
republicanism,  and  could  not  tolerate  the  dominion  of  the  Directory. 
The  directors  seized  and  condemned  him  to  deportation  after  their 
coup  d'etat  of  the  IStli  Fructidor ;  but  he  contrived  to  escape  from  the 
gendarmes,  and  came  as  a  refugee  to  England,  The  consular  tyranny 
of  Bouaparte  pleased  him  no  better  tliaii  the  Directory.  He  returned, 
how^ever,  to  France  iu  1803;  ami  was  presently  arrested  and  sent  out 
of  the  country  by  Bonaparte,  who  accused  him  of  intriguing  against 
him.  Miranda  returned  once  more  to  England,  and  thenceforward 
devoted  himself  exclusively  to  his  South  American  schemes. 

There  must  have  been  strong  objections  on  the  side  uf  George  III. 
to  any  connexion  with  a  man  wlio  had  run  such  a  very  revolutionary 
career,  and  who  at  one  period  had  been  an  orator  of  the  Jacobin 
Club,  and  the  bosom-friend  of  the  men  who  had  brought  Louis  XVI. 
to  the  s<*alfo]d ;  and  these  objections,  we  believe,  contributed  quite  as 
much  as  any  fear  of  disobliging  the  court  of  Petcrsburgli,  to  our  re¬ 
fusing  Miranda  any  active  co-operation  or  any  open  countenance. 
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nature,  and  the  physical  demarcations  of  the  coun- 
trj',  Florida,  which  the  Spaniards  had  re-conquered 
from  the  English  in  the  year  1*781,  during  their 
war  of  independence,  ought  to  belong  to  them. 
The  vicinity  of  Florida  to  the  Gulf  stream  might 
give  its  possessors  a  great  command  over  the  na¬ 
vigation  between  Europe  and  the  countries  lying 
about  the  Gulf  of  Mexico;  and,  as  a  present  im¬ 
mediate  advantage,  it  offered  good  points  for  carry¬ 
ing  on  the  contraband  trade  with  the  Spanish 
colonists.  As  the  constitution  of  the  United  States 
renounced  and  reprobated  any  extension  by  war 
and  conquest,  the  only  process  left  to  obtain  the  de¬ 
sired  end  was  negotiation,  purchase,  and  barter.  As 
they  must  not  conquer,  they  must  buy.  Congress 
had  decided  on  a])propriating  2,000,000  of  dollars 
to  the  purchase  of  Florida,  and  Jefferson’s  agents 
at  Paris  were  actually  negotiating  for  the  conclu¬ 
sion  of  that  bargain.  The  United  States  sloop  of 
war,  the  ‘  Hornet,’  had  been  dispatched  to  France 
with  full  authorities  to  the  American  agents  or 
ministers  to  conclude  the  bargain,  and  with  bills  to 
pay  the  amount.  These  hills  or  letters  of  credit 
were  drawn  on  American  funds,  placed  in  Holland 
to  discharge  the  foreign  debt  of  the  United  States. 
Jefferson’s  political  rivals,  and  persoiral  enemies 
(and  he  had  many),  gave  out  that  the  ‘  Hornet  ’ 
carried  the  2,000,000  in  specie ;  that  the  money 
was  meant  to  bribe  Bonaparte  to  compel  Spain  to 
cede  Florida  to  the  States ;  and  it  was  afterwards 
asserted  that  2,000,000  had  really  been  paid  to 
the  French  government  wdthout  any  consideration. 
It  appears,  however,  that  the  ‘  Hornet’  carried 
only  paper,  and  that  the  paper  was  not  used,  be¬ 
cause  Spain  could  not  he  induced  to  go  into  the 
bargain.  But,  if  the  court  of  Madrid  had  been 
less  firm,  and  if  the  bargain  had  been  concluded  at 
Paris  under  the  auspices  of  the  French  ministers, 
it  would  be  difficult  for  the  admirers  of  Jefferson’s 
wise  and  pacific  policy  to  maintain  that  Bona¬ 
parte  would  not  have  pocketed  those  dollars,  even 
as  he  had  pocketed  the  dollars  paid  for  Louisiana. 
In  a  running  account  between  the  two  governments 
France  brought  Spain  in  a  debtor ;  the  banks  of 
Holland  were  under  the  absolute  control  of  Bona¬ 
parte;  and  he  would  have  kept  the  two  millions  on 
account.  Spain  could  not  have  prevented  this ; 
and  the  government  of  the  United  States,  provided 
only  they  got  Florida,  or  a  good  colourable  pretext 
for  seizing  it,  would  have  cared  nothing  about  the 
matter.  It  was  not  Jefferson  and  his  friends — who 
were  so  eager  all  through  this  long  war  to  serve 
the  French  and  thwart  the  English — ^^that  would 
have  quarrelled  with  Bonaparte.  The  bargain 
and  sale  negotiations  were  still  pending  at  I’aris 
when  General  Miranda  arrived  at  New  York  ;  but 
we  ascertain  from  Jefferson’s  own  correspondence 
that  he  foresaw  the  strong  and  obstinate  objec¬ 
tions  which  would  he  raised  by  the  cabinet  of 
Madrid;  it  therefore  would  suit  the  interests  of 
the  United  States  to  give  countenance  to  Mi¬ 
randa’s  hold  enterprises,  which,  by  ruining  or 
throwing  into  confusion  nearlv  the  whole  of  South 
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America,  might  induce  the  weak  and  appa¬ 
rently  almost  helpless  government  of  Spain 
to  give  up  Florida.  Jefferson  was  not  such  a 
novice  in  state  intrigue  as  to  commit  himself 
openlv.*  Then,  as  in  later  days  and  in  other  quar¬ 
rels,  there  were  Sympathizers — men  ready  to 
engage  and  fight  in  any  quarrel  M’here  there  was  a 
king  or  an  established  government  on  the  one  side, 
and  an  insurgent  people  clamouring,  or  pretending 
to  clamour,  for  liberty  on  the  other.  Besides, 
many  of  the  Yankee  skippers,  in  their  clandestine 
trips  across  the  Mexican  Gulf  and  along  the 
Spanish  Main,  had  been  sorely  molested  by  the 
Spanish  guarda-costas ;  and  not  a  few  of  their  ves¬ 
sels  and  cargoes  had  been  captured  and  confiscated. 
Nothing  was  therefore  so  easy  as  for  Miranda  to 
charter  a  ship  and  obtain  recruits  at  New  York. 
That  he  did  not  obtain  more  than  he  did  may  be 
attributed  to  the  lowness  of  the  funds  he  had  in 
hand,  and  to  the  national  caution  of  the  moneyed 
New  Englanders.  With  the  ‘  Leander,’  a  British 
armed  vessel  of  eighteen  guns,  and  with  300  or  400 
adventurers  of  all  countries,  but  chiefly  American 
sympathizers,  Miranda  sailed  to  St.  Domingo, 
where  he  succeeded  in  chartering  two  schooners. 
Quitting  the  negro  empire  in  the  month  of  April, 
he  proceeded  towards  the  Spanish  Main  with  the 
daring  design  of  invading  Caracas  and  hoisting 
the  flag  of  independence  in  his  native  province.  But 
he  stopped  at  the  island  of  Aruba  to  take  in  water ; 
and  through  other  delays  and  his  oMn  imprudence, 
or  the  treachery  of  some  connected  with  him,  his 
project  became  known,  and  the  Spanish  governor 
was  allowed  time  to  fit  out  a  20-gun  brig  and  a  16- 
gun  schooner  to  meet  him.  The  two  flotillas  met, 
at  the  end  of  April,  near  Puerto-Cabello.  Miranda 
was  defeated;  his  two  schooners  were  captured; 
but  he  himself  escaped  with  the  ‘  Leander,’  and 
got  to  Triuadad,  now  an  English  colony.  Fifty- 
seven  of  his  adventurous  followers,  captured  in  the 
schooners,  were  tried  by  the  Spanish  governor  as 
pirates  ;  ten  of  them  were  condemned  to  death, 

*  On  the  1st  of  Decemher,  when  President  Jefferson  sent  his  opening 
message  to  Congress,  lie  alluded  to  the  expedition  of  Miranda  against 
the  territories  of  Spain,  and  said  he  had,  by  a  proclamation  and 
special  orders,  taken  measures  for  suppressing  it. — Professor  Tucher, 
JAfe  ff  T/wmas  JejTersitn,  ^-c.  Put  this  was  nine  months  alter  Miranda 
had  sail»*d  from  the  States,  with  the  pi>od  ship  '  I^cander,’  and  the 
300  or  400  men  he  had  recruited  in  New  York  and  the  neighbourhood. 
We  know  how  mucli  sucdi  proclamations  are  worth,  even  when  issued 
in  time.  It  does  not  appear  that  Jefferson’s  pri>clamation  whs  issued 
at  a  moment  when  it  could  have  lieeu  of  any  use.  [On  the  3rd  of 
May,  indceii,  JeffiTson  issued  a  proclamation,  but  that  contained  no 
mention  of  Miranda,  referring  merely  to  a  V.  S.  American  citizen, 
who  appears  to  have  been  accidentally  killed  by  a  shot  fired  from  the 
*  Iveander,’  and  for  ever  interdicting  the  entrance  of  all  the  harlwurs 
and  waters  of  the  United  States  to  the  sahl  ‘  Leander’  and  her  con¬ 
sorts  [iipparently  the  two  schooners'),  for  llie  said  accident,  wliich  is 
called  a  murder.]  In  December,  180fi,  Jefferson  may,  possibly,  have 
been  sincerely  anxious  to  act  ujion  the  Miranda  prwlamation,  and 
to  put  down  any  further  attempt  on  the  Spanish  colonies ;  and  this, 
because  some  £l]gli:^h  man-of-war  captains  had  taken  Miranda  by  the 
hand,  and  l>ecause  the  president  and  his  triends  were  very  j»-alous 
of  Lnglisli  inU'rlerenee  (i.  e.  of  the  P.nglish  gm’crnmcnt)  in  countries  so 
near  their  ovM)  unsettled  and  disorderly  southern  and  south-western 
frontiers. 

In  tlie  same  session  of  Congress,  I*resident  Jefferson  suggested 
the  propriety  of  pas>ing  laws  for  the  prevention  of  private  enteqirises 
against  the  T  niU‘d  States.  Tliere  were,  indeed,  other  weighty  reasons 
for  proposing  gome  such  laws,  for  it  ^^as  during  thi»^e:^r  that  ex- 
vice  president  llurr  aimed  at  upsetting  the  model  American  consti¬ 
tution,  and  at  separating  the  whoU  of  the  w  estern  states  from  the 
union. 
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and  the  rest,  with  the  exception  of  three  boys,  were 
sentenced  to  ten  years’  imprisonment  in  different 
fortresses.  Among  the  AVest  India  Islands  it  was 
easy  to  collect  recruits  for  almost  any  service. 
If  a  buccaneer  like  Morgan  had  sprung  up,  he 
would  have  found  crowds  of  men  ready  to  follow 
him  to  the  Spanish  Main.  The  tempests  of  war 
had  left  so  many  wrecked  and  desperate  men  on 
those  shores  ;  the  rapid  change  of  masters  had  left 
many  of  the  AVest  Indians  in  a  state  of  uncertainty 
as  to  which  master  they  should  obey,  or  whose  rule 
would  last  the  longest ;  and  in  these  islands,  a 
hatred  of  Spain  was  an  ancient  hereditary  feeling, 
the  one  great  tradition  of  the  country.  A  number 
of  adventurers,  from  various  islands,  and  speaking 
various  tongues,  repaired  to  Miranda’s  standard ; 
and  the  commanders  of  some  English  ships  of  war 
engaged  to  protect  him  on  his  voyage,  and  to  cover 
his  landing.  Thus  much  the  English  captains 
were  authorised  to  do  by  the  general  instruction 
in  their  commissions  to  do  the  enemy  all  the  injury 
in  their  power ;  and  Spain  was  in  open  war  with 
us,  and  leagued  with  our  deadliest  enemy.  As 
.Spain  had  aided  in  the  many  attempts  made  to 
invade  Ireland,  and  to  back  the  enterprises  of  the 
L'nited  Irishmen,  it  was  with  a  bad  grace  that  she 
could  complain  of  the  English  assistance  thus  lent 
to  Miranda.  This  chief  effected  a  landing  on  the 
2nd  of  August,  at  A'ela  de  Coro ;  and,  raising  the 
standard  of  independence,  and  issuing  proclama¬ 
tions,  he  called  upon  his  countrymen  to  join  him. 
But,  instead  of  joining,  the  people  fled  into  the  in¬ 
terior,  acting,  apparently,  under  the  conviction  that 
so  small  a  force  could  not  break  the  Spanish  yoke, 
and  that  little  hut  mischief  was  to  be  expected 
from  such  a  mi.\ed  and  ribald  crew.  Finding  that 
nothing  could  he  done,  Miranda  re-embarked  his 
forces,  and  returned  to  Trinidad.  The  cause  of 
South  American  independence  then  slumbered  until 
1809,  M'hen  the  invasion  of  Spain  by  Bonaparte 
seemed  to  prostrate  the  whole  remaining  strength 
of  the  mother  country,  and  to  offer  to  the  colonies 
a  favourable  opportunity  for  erecting  themselves 
into  separate  sovereign  states.  Francisco  Miranda, 
whose  whole  life  is  like  a  romance,  will  re-appear 
in  our  pages.  About  the  time  of  his  eclipse,  the 
Negro  Emperor  Dessalines,  whose  alliance  he  had 
courted,  disappeared  for  ever  from  this  nether 
world.  Since  his  assumption  of  the  imperial  dig¬ 
nity,  Dessalines  had  conducted  himself  in  a  very 
arbitrary  tyrannical  manner,  or,  at  least,  he  was 
accused  by  his  rival,  Christophe,  “  the  skilful 
cook,”  and  by  the  mulatto  chief  Petion  (no  rela¬ 
tion,  we  believe,  to  the  virtuous  mayor  of  Paris) 
of  a  terrible  abuse  of  jiowers,  and  of  crimes 
and  insolences  not  to  he  borne  by  free  negroes. 
The  said  Christophe  and  Petion  headed  a  con- 
sjiiracy  against  him,  attacked  him  unawares,  and 
cut  his  throat.  Christophe  then  succeeded  to  his 
authority.  At  first  the  “  skilful  cook”  renounced 
the  pomps  and  vanities  of  a  throne,  imperial  or 
royal,  satisfying  himself  with  the  title  of  chief  of 
the  government  of  Ilayti.  In  this  capacity  he 
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issued  a  proclamation,  opening  to  neutral  powers 
the  ports  and  commerce  of  his  dominions.  Those 
philanthropists  v,’hose  benevolence  gets  warmest 
w'hen  carried  beyond  the  tropics,  and  is  to  be  mea¬ 
sured  by  degrees  of  latitude  and  longitude,  or  by 
the  scale  of  the  thermometer,  were  in  raptures  at 
this  revolution,  though  it  had  commenced  with  a 
foul  and  treacherous  murder,  and  were  sanguine  in 
their  expectations  that,  if  only  left  to  themselves  for 
a  few  years,  the  blacks  of  Hayti  or  St.  Domingo 
would  establish  political  institutions,  and  a  humane 
and  enlightened  system,  which  should  put  to  shame 
the  systems  and  governments  of  the  whites.  The 
zealots  of  republicanism  too  sympathised  with  the 
negro  chief,  and  called  him  the  black  Washington. 
But  his  self-denial,  and  abstinence  from  the  tempt¬ 
ing  dish  of  royalty,  did  not  last  long.  Petion  the 
mulatto,  who  was  jealous  of  his  power,  as  he  him¬ 
self  had  been  of  that  of  Dessalines,  soon  accused 
him  of  designs  against  the  liberties  of  the  republic. 
Christophe,  in  his  turn,  accused  Petion  of  being  a 
Jacobin  and  anarchist.  A  bloody  war  was  the 
consequence.  At  the  end  of  the  struggle  Petion 
was  driven  back  to  Port-au-Prince,  where  he  main¬ 
tained  himself,  and  what  he  called  his  republic,  for 
nearly  eleven  years ;  and  Christophe,  remaining 
undisputed  master  of  the  greater  part  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  proclaimed  himself  King  of  Hayti,  under  the 
title  of  Henry  I. ;  royalty,  at  the  same  time,  being 
made  hereditary  in  his  family.  He  was  publicly 
crowned  on  June  the  2nd,  1812  ;  and  the  cere¬ 
monies,  all  after  the  French  pattern,  are  said  to 
have  been  very  solemn  and  imposing.  There  was 
a  new  court,  and  a  new  creation  of  hereditary  no¬ 
bility — dukes,  counts,  barons,  &c.,  tout  comme  d 
Paris,  except  the  colour — and  the  Duke  of  Mar¬ 
malade  was  one  of  the  first  dignitaries  of  the  negro 
kingdom.  Thus  ended  Christophe’s  republicanism. 
The  other  dream  about  negro  perfectibility,  or  the 
rapid  advance  of  the  St.  Domingo  blacks  in  virtue 
and  civilization,  did  not  end  quite  so  soon.  The 
Emperor  of  the  French  made  this  year  one  effort 
more  to  regain  a  footing  in  St.  Domingo,  or  to 
capture  some  of  the  English  islands.  A  squadron, 
consisting  of  five  ships  of  the  line,  two  frigates,  and 
a  corvette,  stole  out  of  Brest,  and  on  the  20th  of 
Januarj'  these  ships  anchored  in  the  road  of  St. 
Domingo,  and  on  the  next  day  disembarked  the 
troops  that  were  on  board.  They  vi  ere  disturbed 
in  this  position,  on  the  6th  of  February,  by  the 
appearance  of  Admiral  Sir  John  Duckworth,  with 
seven  sail  of  the  line  and  four  frigates.  The  French 
Admiral  Leissegues  managed  to  slip  his  cables  and 
get  out  to  sea  ;  but  the  wind  did  not  prove  his 
friend,  and  he  could  not  escape  an  action.  The 
French  inequality  in  force  was  not  so  great  as 
might  appear  from  merely  counting  the  number  of 
their  opponents  :  they  had  with  them  the  ‘  Im¬ 
perial,’  an  immense  three-decker,  which  the  French 
declare  to  have  been  the  strongest  and  most  beau¬ 
tiful  ship  of  the  line  that  had  ever  been  built  in  any 
country  in  the  world ;  which  measured  3300  tons, 
and  which  mounted  130  guns;  and  several  of  the 


other  French  ships  were  superior  in  size  and  in 
weight  of  metal  to  any  of  ours.  The  ‘  Imperial’ 
was  calculated  as  nearly  a  match  for  any  two  of 
Duckworth’s  ships ;  and  one  of  these  ships,  the 
English  ‘  Agamemnon,’  mounted  only  64  guns. 
But  in  less  than  two  hours  three  of  the  French 
ships  of  the  line  were  captured,  and  the  remaining 
two  were  driven  on  shore,  where  they  were  after¬ 
wards  burned.  The  French  displayed  less  than 
their  usual  bravery  and  judgment:  the  reminiscences 
of  Trafalgar  haunted  them.  Their  loss  in  killed, 
wounded,  and  drowned  was  terrific.  According 
to  the  French  accounts  the  ‘  Imperial’  alone  had 
500  killed  and  wounded  before  she  struck  on  the 
rocks ;  and  then,  as  her  bottom  was  stove  in,  as 
was  also  that  of  the  ‘  Diomede,’  mauy  of  the  re¬ 
maining  crews  of  the  two  ships  perished  in  a 
tremeudous  sea.  The  loss  of  the  English  was  74 
killed  and  264  wounded.*  The  two  French  fri¬ 
gates  and  the  corvette  escaped  for  the  present ;  but 
one  of  the  frigates,  injured  by  the  storm,  and 
running  under  jury-masts,  was  eventually  captured 
by  a  British  sloop-of-war. 

At  or  nearly  at  the  same  time  that  M.  Leis¬ 
segues  escaped  out  of  Brest,  Admiral  Willau- 
mez  also  got  to  sea.  For  some  days  the  two 
French  squadrons  sailed  together  ;  but  they  then 
separated.  After  one  or  two  narrow  escapes 
from  falling  in  with  a  superior  British  force, 
M.  Willaumez  reached  the  latitude  of  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope,  with  the  intention  of  landing  stores 
and  troops  to  assist  the  Dutch.  But,  learn¬ 
ing  that  the  Cape  had  already  fallen,  he  picked 
up  an  English  merchant-vessel,  and  kept  cruising 
between  that  extremity  of  Africa  and  South  Ame¬ 
rica,  in  the  hope  of  picking  up  more  prizes.  He 
met  with  no  luck,  and  want  of  provisions  sent  him, 
about  the  middle  of  April,  into  Cayenne.  From 
this  port  Willaumez,  with  six  sail  of  the  line,  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  Barbadoes,  with  the  intention  of  destroy¬ 
ing  the  English  shipping  in  Carlisle  Bay ;  but, 
not  being  able  to  do  anything  of  the  kind,  he  stood 
away  for  Martinique,  where  the  French  flag  still 
floated.  It  was  known  to  the  commanders  of  the 
British  squadrons  in  those  seas  that  Jerome  Bona¬ 
parte  (of  whom  his  brother,  the  emperor,  intended 
to  make  a  good  sailor,  but  could  not  t )  was  on 
board  of  one  of  Willaumez’s  ships  of  the  line,  the 
‘  Veteran.’  This  added  to  the  eagerness  of  the 
search  which  was  being  made  after  the  French 
squadron  in  various  directions.  But,  by  a  succes¬ 
sion  of  lucky  accidents,  Willaumez  escaped  some 
time  longer.  *  It  appears,  however,  that  the  French 

•  J.-imes. _ .Vnn.  Kcgist. — Sir  John  Duckworth’s  Dispatches  to  the 

Admiralty. 

t  Monsieur,  or,  as  his  stvle  now  w.as.  Prince  Jerome,  had  been  put 
in  the  French  navy  in  1K02.'  On  the  1st  of  November,  1801,  without 
having  masteretl  the  rudiments  of  his  profession,  he  was  r.sised  to  the 
rauk  of  a  Capitaine  de  Frigate.  He  then  cruised  for  a  short  time  in 
the  Mediterranean,  and  immediately  aUer  this  appointed ^  himself  a 
Capitaine  de  Faisseau,  or  captain  of  a  ship  of  the  line.  His  brother, 
the  emperor,  was  exci-ssively  indignant  at  this  innovation,  which  was 
an  attack  on  his  own  authority.  He  annulled  the  self-appointment, 
said  that  Jerome  had  beiraved  unesampled  levity  ,  that  his  conduct 
was  altogether  ridiculous;  and  that,  when  he  should  h.ave  fought  and 
captured  an  English  liue-of-battle  ship,  he  would  still  not  have  the 
ri-ht  of  giving  rank  lu  the  French  navy  !  "niere  was  small  chance 
that  Prince  Jerome  would  ever  capture  an  English  line-of- battle  ship. 
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admiral  had  a  great  deal  to  do  to  keep  Prince 
Jerome  in  order ;  and  that,  in  looking  after  that 
hair-brained  coxcomb,  he  lost  a  good  deal  of  time 
and  several  opportunities  of  doing  mischief  to  our 
heavily-laden  sugar-ships.  The  scape-grace  had 
long  been  sick  of  the  cruise  and  of  the  privations 
of  a  sea-faring  life :  he  knew  or  surmised  that  the 
English  would  soon  be  down  upon  Willaumez’s 
squadron,  and  therefore,  on  the  night  of  the 
31st  of  July,  his  ship,  the  ‘Veteran,’  contrived 
to  part  company,  and  to  lay  her  courses  back 
for  Europe.  As  soon  as  day  broke  on  the  1st 
of  August,  Willaumez  discovered,  to  his  exces¬ 
sive  vexation,  that  the  ‘  Veteran  ’  was  gone ;  and, 
knowing  the  risk  to  which  the  em])cror’s  brother 
would  be  exposed  in  a  single  ship  of  the  line,  he 
went  cruising  about  in  all  directions  in  search  of 
the  fugitive,  who  was  nowhere  to  be  found.  In 
the  course  of  this  cruise  Willaumez  had  some  hair¬ 
breadth  escapes  from  Sir  John  Borlase  Warren, 
who  had  reached  the  West  Indies  with  six  ships  of 
the  line  and  a  frigate.  After  beating  about  for 
some  time  longer  in  the  vain  hope  of  capturing  or 
destroying  some  of  our  homeward-bound  convoys, 
the  French  admiral  bore  away  for  the  coast  of 
Newfoundland,  to  capture  our  fishing-vessels  and 
destroy  our  establishments  there.  But  he  had 
scarcely  turned  his  face  towards  the  north  ere  he 
was  assailed  by  a  hurricane,  which  dismasted 
his  five  ships  and  scattered  them  far  asunder. 
On  the  15th  of  September,  Willaumez,  alone  in 
the  ‘  Foudroyant,’  an  80-gun  ship,  going  under 
jury-masts,  was  attacked  by  the  British  44-gun 
frigate  ‘  Anson.’  After  fighting  gallantly  for  half 
an  hour,  the  commander  of  the  frigate.  Captain 
Charles  Lydiard,  found  the  French  80-gun  ship 
too  heavy  for  him,  and  bore  off.  Willaumez  then 
got  safely  to  anchor  in  Havanna.  Admiral  Sir 
Richard  Strachan,  who  also  was  hunting  for  Wil¬ 
laumez  with  seven  ships  of  the  line  and  two  fri¬ 
gates,  saw  his  fine  squadron  scattered  by  the  same 
hurricane  which  dispersed  the  French.  But  on 
the  14th  of  September  two  of  Strachan’s  74’s  dis¬ 
covered  the  ‘  Impetueux,’  one  of  Willaumez’s  74’s, 
near  the  coast  of  America,  running  under  jury- 
masts  for  that  friendly  river  the  Chesapeake.  The 
Flnglish  pursued,  the  Frenchman  ran  ashore.  The 
English  manned  their  boats,  took  possession  of  the 
‘  Impetueux,’  removed  the  crew  as  prisoners,  and 
then  burned  her.  This  was  a  breach  of  neutrality, 
but  the  United  States’  government  found  it  conve¬ 
nient  not  to  make  any  loud  outcry  for  the  present. 
Two  other  of  Willaumez’s  ships  of  the  line  got  safely 
into  the  Chesapeake:  one  of  these  was  found  to  be 
ruined  past  repair,  and  was  taken  to  pieces  ;  the 
other,  with  the  kindly  aid  of  brother  Jonathan,  was 
made  sea-worthy  once  more,  and  w'as  fortunate 
enough  in  the  end  to  effect  her  escape  back  to 
I’rance.  One  of  the  French  frigates  was  also 
broken  up  in  America.  The  ‘  Foudroyant,’  after 
refitting  at  Havanna,  ]mt  to  sea  and  managed  to 
reach  Brest  road.  The  ‘  Cassard,’  another  of  the 
French  ships,  reached  Rochefort.  Fortune  favours 
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others  besides  the  brave ;  the  good  luck  of  fools 
is  proverbial.  When  Prince  Jerome  ran  away 
from  his  admiral,  the  chances  seemed  as  ten  to 
one  that  he  would  be  taken.  But,  instead  of 
being  taken,  he  took.  On  the  10th  of  August, 
as  his  fine  74,  the  ‘  Veteran,’  was  carrying 
all  sail  for  home,  she  fell  in  with  a  home¬ 
ward-bound  Quebec  convo)',  under  the  protec¬ 
tion  of  an  English  22-gun  ship,  commanded 
by  Captain  Robert  Howe  Bromley  ;  and  she 
captured  and  burned  six  of  our  traders.  On  the 
26th  of  August,  when  very  near  the  French  coast, 
Jerome  was  in  great  jeopardy,  for  he  was  chased 
by  a  British  squadron  composed  of  a  British 
80-gun  ship  and  two  36-gun  frigates.  But  the 
local  experience  of  his  officers,  and  a  bold  and  un¬ 
precedented  movement,  saved  him  and  the  ‘Ve¬ 
teran.’  They  were  running  for  Port  I’Orient ;  but 
they  changed  their  course,  and  ran  into  the  small 
and  rock-bound  port  of  Concarneau,  which  no 
ship  of  the  line  had  ever  attempted  to  enter  before. 
Willaumez  had  lost  two  ships  of  the  line  and  a 
frigate;  and  he  brought  back  sickly  crews,  but  no 
prizes.  The  few  prizes  he  had  taken  among  the 
West  India  Islands  he  had  been  obliged  to  destroy. 
That  he  or  any  of  those  with  him  got  back  at  all 
w'as  little  short  of  the  miraculous.  Prince  Jerome 
brought  back  shame  and  ill-fame  enough  to  crush 
him ;  but  his  brother  was  emperor,  and  the  press 
and  all  public  opinion  in  France  were  in  shackles. 
Napoleon  personally  might  reprove  him  and 
despise  him ;  but  the  French  people  w’ere  not  to 
be  permitted  to  censure  or  to  know  the  truth.  The 
editor  of  the  ‘Moniteur’  was  commanded  to  dress 
up  an  article  in  laudation  of  Prince  Jerome’s 


cruise,  and  of  the  gallant  encounter  with  our 
Quebec  convoy :  and  a  very  pretty  article  the 
editor  made  of  it ; — the  little  English  22-gun  ship 
was  converted  into  a  big  frigate,  an  English  trans¬ 
port  was  turned  into  another  frigate,  both  frigates 
w'ere  made  to  fly  before  the  Veteran,  and  the  num¬ 
ber  of  merchant-vessels  captured  was  raised  from 
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six  to  nine.  No  inducement,  however,  could  ever 
prevail  upon  this  naval  hero  of  the  imperial  family 
to  venture  to  sea  again  in  a  fighting  ship.  He  was 
raised  to  the  rank  of  contre-amiral ;  hut  he  forth¬ 
with  quitted  the  sea  to  become  a  general  of  division, 
and  take  the  command  of  some  Bavarian  cavalry ; 
and  not  very  long  afterwards  he  quitted  both  land 
and  sea  service  to  take  up  the  easier  calling  of  a 
king. 

Admiral  Linois,  who  had  been  so  long  cruising 
in  the  Chinese  and  Indian  seas,  and  who  had  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  doing  some  mischief  to  our  trade  since 
his  repulse  by  our  Indiamen*  near  the  Straits  of 
Malacca,  at  last  met  his  fate  this  year.  In  the 
autumn  of  1805  he  had  made  the  run  of  the 
African  coast  and  had  entered  St.  Simon’s  Bay. 
He  had  with  him  only  the  ‘  Marengo,’  74,  and  the 
‘  Belle  Poule’  frigate ;  for  the  rest  of  his  squadron 
had  either  been  lost  or  sent  homeward  with  the 
prizes  he  had  made.  He  was  joined  in  St.  Simon’s 
Bay  by  the  ‘  Atalante,’  another  frigate  ;  hut  the 
‘  Atalante’  perished  shortly  afterwards  on  that 
coast.  As  his  two  remaining  ships  were  found 
very  fully  manned,  it  is  supposed  that  he  saved 
the  crew  of  the  ‘  Atalante.’  At  the  end  of  January 
he  would  have  gone  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
but  an  American  informed  him  that  a  British  flag 
was  flying  there.  As  there  was  no  safe  resting- 
place  in-shore,  so  seemed  there  no  safe  room  at  sea, 
for  the  Indian  Ocean  was  fast  filling  with  British 
men-of-war  dispatched  in  search  of  him.  He 
therefore  determined  to  make  a  bold  run  for  Brest, 
from  which  port  he  had  departed  nearly  three 
years  before.  But  the  nearer  he  got  to  France  the 
greater  was  his  danger.  Briareus  had  a  hundred 
arms ;  but  the  British  navy  had  now  a  thousand. 
Just  as  he  reached  the  French  coast,  and  as  the 
port  of  Brest  was  opening  to  him,  he  was  stopped 
by  Sir  J.  Borlase  Warren’s  ship  the  ‘  London’  and 
the  ‘  Amazon’  frigate  ;  and  after  a  close  and  hard 
fight  the  ‘  Marengo’  and  the  ‘  Belle  Poule’  struck 
their  colours  and  were  both  taken.  Honour  to  the 
skilful  and  persevering  French  sailor!  In  the 
course  of  his  long  and  adventurous  cruise  Linois 
had  crossed  the  equinoctial  line  twelve  times  ;  he 
had  eluded  the  pursuit  of  many  enemies ;  and,  at 
last,  he  had  fought  a  gallant  battle.  Both  he  and 
his  son  were  severely  wounded  in  the  battle.  Ad¬ 
miral  Sir  E.  Pellew,  who  had  been  vainly  hunting 
in  the  Indian  Sea  for  Linois,  passed  through  the 
Straits  of  Sunda  to  Batavia,  and  burned  a  Dutch 
36-gun  frigate,  six  other  armed  vessels,  and  about 
twenty  merchantmen,  bringing  off  as  prizes  two 
armed  vessels  and  tw'o  merchantmen. 

We  must  continue  to  pass  over  in  silence  the 
conflicts  between  detached  ships,  and  all  the  minor 
operations  of  our  navy.  They  extended  to  the  four 

•  The  fightin"  example  of  tliese  Indiamen,  being  favoured  by  the 
circumstances  wc  have  mentioned,  was  sure  to  be  followed  by  our 
tvadei'S.  In  the  course  of  this  year,  1806,  eleven  West  Indiamen, 
that  got  separated  from  the  great  Jamaica  fleet,  and  had  no  protec¬ 
tion  save  in  their  own  guns,  twice  beat  off  a  privateer.  After  this 
brush  they  were  attacked  i)y  three  privateers.  Our  skippers  ap¬ 
pointed  ^ia<•  Farlane,  the  master  of  one  of  the  West  Indiamen,  to 
be  their  commodore ;  and  he  disposed  his  forces  so  well,  that  after  an 
hour’s  warm  firing  tliey  beat  off  the  three  privateers. 


quarters  of  the  globe  and  to  nearly  all  seas.  Two 
other  exploits,  however,  call  for  notice.  In  the 
month  of  September  Commodore  Sir  Samuel  Hood 
captured  four  out  of  five  large  frigates  that  escaped 
out  of  Rochefort,  and  that  were  destined  for  the 
West  Indies  with  troops,  stores,  arms,  amm.unition, 
and  provisions  on  board.  Much  earlier  in  the 
year  Captain  Lord  Cochrane,  having  received  in¬ 
formation  that  two  large  brig  corvettes  were  lying 
in  the  river  Gironde,  not  far  from  Bordeaux,  re¬ 
solved  to  make  them  his.  A  little  after  dark  he 
manned  the  boats  of  his  frigate  and  sent  them  up 
the  river.  The  two  French  vessels  lay  twenty 
miles  above  the  shoals  which  prevented  the  ingress 
of  the  frigate ;  and  were  protected  by  two  heavy 
land  batteries.  The  daring  sailors  in  the  boats, 
however,  boarded  and  carried  one  of  the  brig  cor¬ 
vettes,  which  had  the  guard,  was  perfectly  well  pre¬ 
pared  for  the  attack,  and  had  fourteen  long  8- 
pounders  and  95  men  to  meet  it.  The  other  brig 
corvette  was  higher  up  the  river,  and  the  flood-tide 
prevented  the  boats  from  ascending  to  her.  At 
day-break  this  other  corvette  came  down  and  at¬ 
tacked  the  prize ;  but  after  an  hour’s  firing  she  was 
compelled  to  sheer  off ;  and  the  excited  crowds  of 
armed  militia,  collected  on  the  river  banks,  had  the 
mortification  of  seeing  the  boats  regain  their  fri¬ 
gate  with  their  very  pretty  prize.  The  only  loss 
sustained  by  the  English  in  the  adventure  consisted 
of  three  seamen  wounded.  This  may  serve  as  a 
slight  specimen  of  the  daring  operation  which  our 
sailors  called  “  cutting  out,”  and  which  was  resorted 
to  very  frequently  during  the  remainder  of  the 
war.  While  his  boats  and  a  good  part  of  his  crew 
were  absent,  coming  down  the  Gironde  with  their 
prize,  Cochrane,  in  his  frigate,  drove  on  shore 
among  the  breakers  two  ship  corvettes  mounting 
20  guns  each,  and  one  brig  corvette  mounting  16 
guns.  A  few  days  after  this  Cochrane  reconnoi¬ 
tring  a  strong  French  squadron  which  lay  at 
anchor  in  the  roads  of  the  Isle  of  Aix,  under  cover 
of  tremendous  land  batteries,  braved  with  his  little 
‘  Pallas,’  a  12- pounder  32- gun  frigate,  the  attack 
of  a  44-gun  frigate  and  three  brig  corvettes,  which 
came  out  to  drive  him  away,  but  could  not  make 
him  quit  his  station.  Then,  having  “  nothing 
better  in  view,”  Lord  Cochrane  landed  some  of  the 
crew  of  the  ‘  Pallas,’  and  destroyed  some  signal 
posts,  which  were  great  tell-tales,  and  reported  all 
the  movements  of  the  British  cruisers.  One  of 
these  signal  posts  was  defended  by  100  French 
militia,  who  could  not  hold  it  or  prevent  its  de¬ 
struction.  Next  he  landed  and  attacked  a  battery 
which  had  three  long  36-pounders,  and  a  well  co¬ 
vered  garrison  of  fifty  men.  The  long  guns  were 
soon  spiked,  the  barrack  and  magazine  were  blown 
up,  and  the  shot  and  shells  were  thrown  into  the 
sea.  And  this  may  serve  as  a  specimen  of  the  in¬ 
shore  or  land  service  of  our  seamen,  which  also 
became  a  frequent  practice.  As  so  tew  of  their 
ships  would  venture  to  sea,  it  was  necessary  for 
our  sailors  to  go  on  shore  in  order  to  get  at  the 
enemy.  Taking  another  peep  into  Aix  Road, 
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Cochrane  tempted  out  again  the  44-gun  frigate  and 
three  corvettes ;  and  this  time  M.  Collet,  the  cap¬ 
tain  of  the  French  frigate,  seemed  determined  to 
come  to  the  scratch.  He  ran  down  upon  the  little 
‘  Pallas’  with  studdinsj-sails  and  rovals  set.  Coch- 
rane  waited  until  he  was  w’ithin  point-blank  shot, 
and  then  opened  a  fire  which  brought  down  the 
Frenchman’s  flying  kites,  and  the  main-topsail- 
yard  of  one  of  his  brig  corvettes  into  the  bargain. 
He  then  endeavoured  to  get  to  windward  of  the 
French  frigate,  whose  smart  fire  was  aided  by  one 
of  the  land  batteries.  The  ‘  Pallas’  kept  replying, 
except  when  obliged  to  tack  in  order  to  avoid  the 
shoals.  This  lasted  for  nearly  two  hours,  when 
Cochrane  succeeded  in  gaining  the  wind  of  his 
adversary,  and  in  getting  between  her  and  her  har¬ 
bour.  Then  after  one  or  two  heavy  broadsides  he 
ran  the  little  ‘  Pallas’  right  on  board  the  ‘  Minerve.’ 
As  the  tw'o  vessels  struck,  the  guns  of  the  ‘  Pallas’ 
w'ere  knocked  back  into  their  ports  ;  but  they  did 
not  break  their  breeching,  and  their  contents  were 
discharged  with  terrible  effect  into  the  ‘  Minerve’s  ’ 
hull.  Three  pistol-shots  were  the  only  sign  of  life 
the  French  frigate  gave :  her  decks  were  deserted 
by  all  except  her  captain  and  a  few  officers.  But 
in  the  collision  the  little  ‘  Pallas’  had  her  fore-top¬ 
mast,  jib-boom,  others  of  her  spars,  and  much  of 
her  rigging  carried  away,  and,  what  was  worst  of 
all,  Cochrane  lost  his  bower  anchor,  by  which  he 
had  hoped  to  hook-on  his  adversary,  and  carry  her 
by  boarding.  His  lordship,  how'ever,  would  have 
tried  to  grasp  the  ‘  Minerve’  by  some  other  means, 
and,  as  her  fore-yard  was  gone,  as  her  sails,  which 
had  been  flouting  the  air  so  proudly,  were  all  in 
ribands  or  lying  huddled  on  her  deck,  and  as  her 
rigging  was  cut  to  pieces,  there  was  a  very  pro¬ 
mising  prospect  of  his  making  her  his  prize;  but 
the  French  admiral  sent  out  two  other  frigates, 
and  the  saucy  ‘  Pallas,’  nearly  a  wreck  herself,  bore 
up  for  the  offing.* 

Having  passed  under  a  succession  of  triumphal 
arches  erected  on  his  road  in  different  German 
cities  and  capitals  by  the  un-German  princes  and 
grandees  and  burghers,  Bonaparte  had  reached 
Paris  in  the  month  of  January.  The  Parisians, 
enchanted  wuth  the  affair  of  Ulm  and  the  battle  of 
Austerlitz,  and  kept  up  to  the  hottest  point  of 
enthusiasm  by  bulletins  and  Moniteur  articles, 
flocked  out  to  meet  him  on  the  road,  to  shout  and 
applaud,  and  present  to  him  crowns  of  laurel  and 
verses.  We  are  told  that  the  scene  resembled  the 
triumphant  entrances  into  Rome  of  Augustus  and 
Trajan.  The  senate,  the  legislative  body,  the 
tribunate,  collected  round  him  in  the  Tuileries  to 
float  him  on  a  sea  of  compliment  and  adulation. 
The  tribunate  seems  to  have  borne  away  the  palm 
on  this  occasion:  one  of  its  members,  Carion-de- 
Nisas,  who  had  inaugurated  the  empire,  concluded 
a  florid  harangue  by  proposing  that  a  triumphal 
•olumn  should  be  erected  in  one  of  the  public 
squares;  that  the  victories  should  be  represented 
upon  the  column  in  bold  relief,  and  that  a  statue  of 
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the  emperor  in  antique  costume  should  be  placed 
on  the  summit ;  that  medals  should  be  struck,  and 
public  games  in  the  manner  of  the  ancients  insti¬ 
tuted  ;  and  that  there  should  be  an  eternal  holiday 
to  celebrate  the  glory  of  the  army  and  the  immor¬ 
tality  of  their  Caesar.  This  was  the  origin  of  the 
bronze-covered  column  in  the  Place  Venddme,  or 
Place  des  Victoires.  All  this  adulation,  however, 
could  not  save  the  tribunat,  the  only  talking  part 
of  the  imperial  constitution,  from  a  sentence  of  dis¬ 
solution.  This  body  had  been  curtailed  of  its 
fair  proportions  long  ago,  the  most  obstinate  of  its 
members  had  been  weeded  out,  but  still  those  who 
remained  w'ould  insist  on  their  constitutional  right 
to  talk  and  rather  publicly  debate  public  questions  ; 
and  now  and  then  some  words  of  liberty  or  of  con¬ 
tradiction  would  issue  from  the  Palais-Royal,  or 
Palais-Egalite,  as  it  was  still  called,  the  place 
of  their  meeting.  These  orators  had  grown 
bolder  during  the  absence  of  their  emperor 
in  the  valley  of  the  Danube  and  in  Moravia,  and 
during  the  great  money-panic  ;  and  their  boldness 
seems  to  have  given  considerable  uneasiness  to 
Fouche.  On  the  return  of  the  conqueror,  except 
when  it  uttered  some  panegyric,  the  tribunate  be¬ 
came  as  mute  as  an  oyster;  and,  very  soon  after, 
it  got  its  eternal  quietus  and  dissolution  in  an 
imperial  decree.  There  then  remained  of  the  im¬ 
perial  and  unchangeable  constitution,  the  always 
silent  corps  legislatif  and  the  always  obedient 
senate.  The  Bank  of  France  was  re-organized  by 
the  emperor.  Severe  laws  vvere  passed  against  the 
importation  of  any  English  manufactures.  The 
republican  calendar,  which  some  silly  people 
would  still  persist  to  use,  was  declared  to  be  an 
abomination  and  an  illegality,  and  the  Christian  Gre¬ 
gorian  calendar  was  ordered  to  be  used  in  all  cir¬ 
cumstances,  public  or  private.  The  Pantheon,  the 
scene  of  so  many  Pagan  farces,  was  restored  to  the 
Christian  worship  and  to  its  old  name  of  Ste. 
Genevieve.*  It  was  decreed  that  there  should  be 
a  solemn  religious  ceremony  in  that  church  on  the 
day  of  the  saint-patroness,  on  the  1 5th  of  August, 
on  the  festival  of  St.  Napoleon  (the  priests  had  found 
a  saint  for  him  in  their  calendar,  and,  though  it 
was  but  an  obscure  saint,  the  eclat  of  the  emperor 
made  up  for  it),  on  the  anniversary  of  the  conclusion 
of  the  Concordat,  on  the  anniversary  of  his  corona¬ 
tion,  and  on  that  of  the  battle  of  Austerlitz,  &c.  The 
Constituent  Assembly  had  declared  the  Pantheon  to 
be  consecrated  by  the  country  to  the  sejjulchre  and 
memory  of  her  great  men  :  Bonaparte  decreed 
that  this  destination  should  not  be  altered ;  but  he 
defined  who  and  wdiat  men  were  to  be  considered 
as  great  men,  and  these  were  the  grand  dignitaries 
of  the  empire,  the  grand  officers  of  the  crown, 
the  senators,  the  grand  officers  of  the  legion  of 
honour,  &c.  These  great  men  were  all  such  as 
wore  his  livery  and  attached  themselves  to  his 
triumphal  car.  But  by  a  special  decree  such  citi- 

•  It  was  about  this  time  that  Bonaparte  wrote ‘to  Pope  Pius  VII. 
to  request  him  to  annul,  by  tlie  canons  of  the  church,  the  inarriago  of 
his  brother  Jerome  with  a  rrotestant. 
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zens  as  distinguished  themselves  in  the  career  of 
arms,  or  of  administration,  or  of  science  and  letters, 
and  as  rendered  eminent  services  to  the  country, 
were  to  have  their  bodies  embalmed  and  w'cre  to 
enjoy  a  tomb  in  Ste.  Genevieve.  But,  as  no  ser¬ 
vices  would  be  considered  eminent  except  services 
rendered  to  the  emperor  or  to  his  system,  it  was 
clear  that  those  who  were  anxious  for  the  funeral 
honours  must  consult  his  sole  will.  In  the  same 
grand  decree  that  regulated  the  church  of  Ste. 
Genevieve,  the  abbey  of  St.  Denis,  from  which  the 
canaille  of  the  revolution  had  torn  the  bones  and 
ashes  of  the  old  kings,  was  consecrated  to  the  se¬ 
pulture  of  the  emperors ;  a  chapter  composed  of 
ten  canons  was  appointed  to  do  duty  in  the  church 
and  guard  the  tombs ;  and  the  emperor’s  chaplain- 
in-chief  was  to  be  head  of  this  chapter  of  St. 
Denis ;  and  four  chapels  were  to  be  erected,  three 
close  by  the.  spaces  occupied  by  the  tombs  of  the 
French  kings  of  the  first,  second,  and  third  race, 
and  the  fourth  chapel  to  stand  on  the  spot  des¬ 
tined  for  the  tombs  of  the  Emperor  Napoleon  and 
the  emperors  his  successors. 

There  was  a  new  distribution  of  honours  and 
titles.  And,  no  longer  satisfied  with  mere  titular 
denominations,  and  still  following,  as  he  fancied, 
the  example  of  the  Emperor  Charlemagne,  he  be¬ 
gan  to  create  grand  fiefs  of  the  empire,  to  be  held 
by  a  sort  of  feudal  tenure.  Here  broad  territories 
were  affixed  to  the  titles.  At  first  these  territories 
were  selected  exclusively  in  the  countries  he  had 
overrun  or  conquered,  and  by  preference  in  Italy 
and  the  regions  at  the  end  or  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  Adriatic  Sea.  About  the  same  time  that  he 
gave  to  his  brother  Joseph  investiture  of  the  king¬ 
dom  of  Naples  and  Sicily,  he  threw  off  six  decrees, 
distributing  these  imperial  fiefs.  In  the  first,  after 
declaring  the  Venetian  states  to  be  united  to  the 
kingdom  of  Italy,  he  clipped  out  large  tracts  of 
those  states  and  made  twelve  dukedoms  or  duchies 
of  them,  giving  the  first,  the  duchy  of  Dalmatia,  to 
Marshal  Soult,  that  of  Istria  to  Marshal  Bessieres, 
that  of  Friuli  to  his  favourite  aide-de-camp  and 
grand  marshal  of  the  palace  Duroc,  that  of  Cadore 
to  Champagny  (formerly  an  officer  in  the  navy, 
but  now  one  of  Bonaparte’s  favourite  diplomatists), 
that  ofBelluno  to  Marshal  Victor,  that  of  Coneg- 
liano  to  Marshal  Moncey,  that  of  Treviso  to  Mar¬ 
shal  Mortier,  that  of  Feltri  to  General  Clarke,  that 
of  Bassanoto  the  secretary-minister-of-state  Maret, 
that  of  Vicenza  to  the  kidnapping  Caulaincourt, 
that  of  Rovigo  to  Savary  (the  executioner  of  the 
Duke  d’Enghein).  In  another  of  these  fief- bestow¬ 
ing  decrees  he  took  two  other  slices  out  of  the  so- 
called  Italian  kingdom,  and  constituted  with  them 
the  duchy  of  Massa-Carrara,  and  the  duchy  of 
Parma  and  Piacenza,  which  were  to  be  held  di¬ 
rectly  of  the  imperial  French  crown.  In  another 
of  the  decrees  he  conferred  the  Italian  duchy 
of  Guastalla  on  his  sister  Pauline,  who  was  al- 
readv  well  provided  for  by  her  marriage  with  the 
great  Roman  Prince  Borghese.  But  even  now 
dukedoms  were  made,  or  principalities  conferred. 


in  other  countries  besides  Italy  and  the  Venetian 
states.  One  of  the  decrees  named  Marshal  Murat, 
the  emperor’s  brother-in-law.  Grand  Duke  of 
Cleves  and  of  Berg ;  granting  him  the  full  sove¬ 
reignty  of  those  states,  with  all  the  rights  and 
privileges  which  had  been  formerly  possessed  in 
them  by  the  King  of  Prussia  and  the  Elector  of 
Bavaria.  In  another  decree  that  anomalous  state 
Neufchatel,  which  was,  or  had  been,  at  one  and  the 
same  time,  a  Swiss  Canton  and  a  principality  of 
the  King  of  Prussia,  as  representative  of  the  House 
of  Brandenburg,  was  granted  to  Marshal  Berthier, 
in  full  sovereignty  and  property.* 

These  French  soldiers  of  fortune,  who,  for  the 
far  greater  part,  had  risen  from  the  lowest  condi¬ 
tion,  and  had  made  profession  of  the  most  down¬ 
right  sans-culottism,  lost  no  time  in  making  use  of 
their  high  titles.  Henceforward  Murat,  the  son  of 
the  innkeeper  and  postmaster,  never  signed  his 
name  but  as  “Joachim,  Grand  Duke  of  Berg;” 
and  Berthier,  the  son  of  a  poor  and  obscure  officer, 
signed,  “  Alexandre,  Prince  of  Neufchatel” — just 
as  the  Czar  signed,  “  Alexander,  Emperor  of  all 
the  Russias.”f 

Soon  afterwards  the  duchy  of  Parma  was  con¬ 
ferred  upon  Cambaceres,  and  that  of  Piacenza  on 
General  Lebrun ;  Benevento  and  Pontecorvo, 
which  lie  in  the  heart  of  the  Neapolitan  kingdom 
(but  which  belonged  to  the  pope,  as  Avignon  in 
France  had  once  done),  were  turned  into  French 
principalities ;  and  Benevento  was  given  to  foreign- 
minister  Talleyrand,  and  Pontecorvo  to  Marshal 
Bernadotte.  Fouche  became  Duke  of  Otranto; 
Marshal  Lannes,  Duke  of  Montebello;  Marshal 
Massena,  Duke  of  Rivoli ;  Marshal  Augereau, 
Duke  of  Castiglione ;  &c.  &c.  When  territories 
could  not  conveniently  be  attached  to  the  titles,  or 
when  these  territories  were  not  considered  ade¬ 
quate,  pensions  were  drawn  from  the  conquered  or 
tributary  countries.  Thus  the  kingdom  of  Naples, 
and  the  so-called  kingdom  of  Italy,  were  taxed  to 
an  enormous  amount ;  while,  in  Germany,  the  small 
and  poor  country  of  Hanover  alone  was  made  to 
contribute  more  than  90,000/.  sterling  per  annum 
to  keep  up  the  state  and  dignity  of  these  repub¬ 
lican  parvenus. 

All  the  members  of  the  Senate,  indiscrimi¬ 
nately,  got  the  title  of  “  Count.”  No  satirist,  or 
writer  of  political  romance,  could  have  equalled 
the  farces  which  followed.  Cambaceres,  m  an¬ 
nouncing  the  emperor’s  beneficence  and  magnani¬ 
mity,  exclaimed,  “  Senators !  you  are  no  longer 
obscure  plebeians  or  simple  citizens.  The  statute 
which  I  hold  in  my  hand  confers  on  you  the  ma¬ 
jestic  title  of  Count !  ”  Half  of  those  conscript- 
fathers  had  been  rabid  Jacobins,  and  had  taken 
oaths  innumerable  in  favour  of  liberty  and  equality, 
and  against  the  accursed  distinctions  of  title  and 
rank  and  an  hereditary  aristocracy  ;  but  neverthe¬ 
less  they  made  their  hall  shake  with  their  plau¬ 
dits,  and  they  shouted  still  louder  when  Camba- 
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ceres  told  them  that  all  their  caildren  would  enjoy 
their  titles. 

For  some  time  Bonaparte  respected  the  real  na¬ 
tive  territory  of  France,  creating  no  fiefs  there. 
He  indeed  created  numerous  majorats,  by  which 
property  was  strictly  entailed  upon  eldest  sons ; 
hut  he  shrunk  from  attacking  the  law  of  succession, 
or  of  equal  distribution  of  property,  which  the  re¬ 
volution  had  established,  and  which  the  people 
declared  to  be  sacred.  In  a  few  months,  however, 
it  was  found  convenient  to  annex  the  duchy  of 
Guastalla  to  the  kingdom  of  Italy;  and  then  he 
indemnified  his  sister  the  Princess  Pauline,  on 
whom  he  had  conferred  that  territory,  by  giving 
her  territory  in  France.  And  in  the  same  decree 
he  clearly  announced  his  intention  of  making  more 
majorats,  and  of  creating  large  hereditary  estates 
to  be  inherited  with  titles  by  eldest  sons.  The 
Jacobins  and  equality  men  who  had  survived  de¬ 
struction  grumbled  in  their  garrets  and  cellars ; 
but  they  could  do  nodring  but  grumble  :  the  ancient 
noblesse  of  the  Faubourg  St.  Germain  laughed  at 
these  irew  princes,  dukes,  and  counts  ;  but,  as  it 
was  the  new  ones  and  not  the  old  that  had  money, 
favour,  influence,  and  patronage,  the  parvenus 
could  afford  to  return  the  laugh. 

Before  this  time  the  emperor  appears  to  have 
determined  to  put  crowns  upon  the  heads  of  all 
his  brothers  except  Lucien.  It  was  on  the  30th 
of  March  that  he  invested  his  brother  Joseph.  On 
the  5th  of  June  he  proclaimed  his  brother  Louis 
King  of  Holland,  thus  transforming  by  a  stroke  of 
the  pen  the  Batavian  republic  into  a  kingdom  de¬ 
pendent  oir  France.  In  giving  Louis  his  investi¬ 
ture  he  told  him  that,  though  he  was  going  to  reign 
over  the  Dutch,  he  must  never  cease  to  be  a 
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Frenchman;  that  his  hereditary  dignity  of  Con¬ 
stable  of  the  Empire  must  constantly  remind  him 
of  the  duties  he  owed  to  the  Emperor  of  the  French  ; 
— in  other  words  poor  Louis  was  told  that  he 
must  do  whatever  his  brother  should  command. 
Another  rnonarcliy  was  selected  for  Jerome  in 
Germany ;  but  matters  were  not  yet  ripe  for  that 
investiture. 


[Book  III. 

The  Confederation  of  the  Rhine  had  elected  the 
Emperor  Napoleon  to  be  their  “Protector.”  By 
a  secret  treaty,  which  was  made  public  about  the 
end  of  July,  the  Kings  of  Bavaria  and  Wurtem- 
berg,  the  Elector  Archchancellor  of  the  Germanic 
empire,  the  Elector  of  Baden,  the  Grand  Duke  of 
Berg  and  Cleves  (Murat),  the  Prince  of  Hesse 
Darmstadt,  and  ten  other  petty  sovereign  princes, 
separated  themselves  from  the  Germanic  empire, 
and  united  in  a  distinct  confederation,  to  be  guided 
by  its  own  Diet  and  under  its  owm  primate.  This 
primate  was  declared  to  be  the  elector  ea;-chan- 
cellor  of  the  empire ;  but  the  Emperor  Napoleon 
was  to  have  the  right  of  naming  this  primate’s 
successor.  All  these  German  states  were  to  be 
bound  to  one  another  and  to  France  by  an  alliance 
oifensive  and  defensive.  In  case  of  another  coali¬ 
tion  and  continental  war,  they  were  all  to  act  to¬ 
gether,  France  engaging  to  furnish  200,000  men, 
Bavaria  30,000,  Wiirtemberg  12,000,  Baden 
SOOO,  Berg  and  Cleves  5000,  Darmstadt  and  the 
other  states  4000  each.  This  arrangement  went 
to  array  100,000  German  troops  on  the  side  of 
Bonaparte  and  against  the  liberty  and  indepen¬ 
dence  of  Germany.  Other  states  were  invited  to 
join  the  confederation. 

In  some  particulars  the  imitation  of  the  Empe¬ 
ror  Charlemagne  was  no  farce.  Bonaparte  had 
now'  under  his  hands  the  whole  of  the  west  of 
Europe.  As  emperor  and  king  he  was  absolute 
master  of  France  and  Italy,  as  mediator  he  was 
master  of  Switzerland,  as  protector  he  was  master 
of  a  considerable  part  of  Germany :  Naples  and 
Holland  he  governed  through  his  two  brothers, 
Spain  had  been  reduced  to  a  passive  and  abject 
submission  to  his  will,  and  had  ere  this  engaged 
to  assist  him  in  subjugating  Portugal.  Such  was 
his  prepotency  wdien  Prussia,  who  had  remained 
neutral  w'hen  by  co-operating  with  Russia,  Austria, 
and  England  she  might  have  crushed  him,  found 
herself  dragged  into  a  war  with  him,  and  almost 
single-handed  to  meet  him  in  mortal  contest. 
Notwithstanding  the  alliance  and  close  connexion 
with  the  court  of  St.  James’s,  the  court  of  Berlin 
had  not  hesitated  to  take  possession  of  Hanover, 
in  exchange  for  which  it  had  ceded  to  Bonaparte 
Neufchatel,  Berg  and  Cleves,  Anspach,  and  other 
strips  of  territory,  and  to  close  all  the  ])orts  in  his 
Prussian  majesty’s  dominions  to  British  trade  and 
shipping.  Prussia  remained,  to  all  appearance, 
contented  and  complacent  until  she  learned  that 
France  had  made  an  oiler  to  Lord  Lauderdale 
to  restore  Hanover  to  England,  and  even  to 
annex  to  that  electorate  the  Hanse  Towns,  &c. 
But  the  animosity  occasioned  by  this  disclosure 
was  much  heightened  by  the  tone  which  Bonapaite 
and  his  official  Moniteur  now  assumed.  That  con¬ 
queror  thought  he  had  allowed  Prussia  to  make  too 
good  a  bargain  for  herself ;  that  he  had  nothing 
more  to  fear  from  Austria,  or  even  from  Russia ; 
that  the  Confederation  of  the  Rhine  would  enable 
him  to  trample  iqion  a  power  which  had  been 
raised  by  the  fortune  of  the  sword,  at  a  compara- 
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lively  recent  date,  and  of  which  nearly  all  the 
petty  potentates  of  Germany,  once  ecjual  or  su- 
])erior  to  the  House  of  Brandenburg,  were  exces¬ 
sively  and  madly  jealous.  He  felt  himself  1mm- 
bled  by  the  concessions  he  had  been  obliged  to 
make  to  Prussia  ;  and  he  retained  a  bitter  recol¬ 
lection  of  the  uneasiness  her  undecided  line  of 
conduct  had  several  times  caused  him  during  his 
last  campaign.  He  calculated  that  a  great  deal 
might  be  gained  by  going  to  war  with  her  ;  and  he 
doubted  whether,  if  ever  so  much  disposed  to  remain 
at  peace  w  ith  her,  she  would  not  take  an  early  op¬ 
portunity  of  appealing  to  arms.  His  preponderance 
in  Germany,  and  the  disclosure  of  his  secret  treaty 
with  the  confederation  of  the  Rhine,  he  must  have 
felt,  were  things  not  to  be  submitted  to  by  the  great 
power  of  the  north  of  Germany  without  a  struggle. 
He  knew  that  there  w'as,  and  long  had  been,  a 
strong  war,  or  anti-Gallican,  party  at  Berlin,  headed 
by  the  Queen  of  Prussia  and  Prince  Louis,  the 
king’s  cousin — a  party  who  had  all  along  deplored 
the  mean,  shuffling  conduct  of  their  cabinet,  and 
who  had  long  been  exerting  themselves  to  displace 
Count  Haugwitz  and  his  colleairues.  Hence  Bona- 
])arte  was  induced  to  give  an  underhand  encourage¬ 
ment  to  the  jiropagatiun  of  slanders  and  invented 
stories,  injurious  to  the  character  of  her  Prussian 
majesty,  and  offensive  beyond  measure  to  the  feel¬ 
ings  of  the  king,  her  husband,  by  wdiom  she  was 
tenderly  and  almost  romantically  beloved. 


Qukex  or  I’liussiA. 


This  was  Bonaparte’s  constant  practice;  this 
w  as  a  species  of  ofi'ence  which  he  committed  upon 
principle.  Jupiter-Scapin  had  studied  in  the 
school  of  Don  Basile.  When  the  minister  of  a 
foreign  ]iow  er,  like  Prince  John  of  Lichtenstein  or 
Count  Haugwitz,  played  into  his  hands,  submitted 
to  his  will,  or  allowed  himself  to  be  overawed  by 
his  rhetoric  and  his  disjjlay  of  force,  he  extolled 
him  to  the  skies,  and  caused  articles  to  be  inserted 
in  the  Monitcur,  representing  him  as  an  enlightened 
statesman  and  generous  friend  of  humanity  :  but 
when  he  encountered  a  foreign  minister  like  Lord 
Whitworth  or  the  Prince  Dolgorouki,  who  main¬ 
tained  tint  dignity  of  his  country  and  sovereign,  nor 
yielded  a  jot  either  to  his  threats  or  to  his  cajolery, 
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that  man  he  held  up  as  a  knave  or  fool,  as  a  tool 
of  Pitt,  as  a  slave  to  the  enemies  of  mankind,  or 
as  a  driveller  w  ho  was  incapable  of  distinguishing 
good  from  ill,  or  of  comprehending  that  France 
was,  and  must  be,  the  first  pow'er  in  the  world,  the 
sole  arbitress  of  Europe.  Nor  did  he  stop  with 
ministers  and  ambassadors,  or  with  men ;  he  ex¬ 
tended  his  abuse  to  every  member  of  every  royal 
family  that  was  known  to  have  no  love  for  him  or 
his  system;  and  he  did  not  spare  the  women. 
His  calumnies  against  the  Queen  of  Prussia  were 
the  more  atrocious,  as  they  were  directed  against  an 
interesting  and  beautiful  young  woman,  exemplary 
in  her  private  conduct,  and  high-minded  and  en¬ 
thusiastically  ]iatri()tic  in  her  public  aspirations. 

On  seeing  the  effects  of  the  confederation  of  the 
Rhine,  which  almost  surrounded  her  with  hostile 
states,  or  with  neighbours  devoted  or  subjected  to 
France,  Prussia  had  some  reason  to  complain. 
Bonaparte  answered  her  murmurs  by  making  the 
Monitcur  talk  of  Prussia  as  a  secondary  power, 
which  was  assuming  a  high  tone  not  warranted  by 
its  population  and  extent,  or  by  its  actual  position. 
A  ])art  of  the  victorious  army  which  had  fought 
at  Austerlitz  iiad  been  left  beyond  the  Rhine,  to 
preside  over  the  organization  of  that  new  confede¬ 
racy,  or  to  live  at  free  quarters  among  the  ricli 
trading  Hanse  Towns,  which  had  lost  their  trade, 
and  were  fast  losing  all  their  wealth.  According 
to  the  treaty  of  Presburg,  all  these  French  corps 
ought  to  have  evacuated  Germany.  The  King  of 
Prussia  recalled  his  pacific  ambassador  Luchesini 
from  Paris,  and  sent  thither  in  his  stead  a  much 
more  determined  man.  General  Knobelsdorff.  This 
general,  however,  was  the  bearer  of  an  autograph 
letter  from  his  Prussian  majesty  to  the  emperor, 
expressing  friendly  sentiments  to  him  personallv, 
and  an  anxious  desire  to  remain  at  peace.  His 
imperial  majesty,  said  the  king,  well  knew  his 
pacific  disposition  ;  all  differences  between  them 
might  be  arranged  by  the  evacuation  of  Germany; 
the  Confederation  of  the  Rhine  certainly  gave  Na¬ 
poleon  a  too  great  ascendancy  over  the  German 
jieople,  and  could  not  but  excite  the  alarm  of 
Prussia  as  well  as  of  Austria ;  but  still,  peace, 
peace,  was  the  wish  of  all  !  Bonaparte,  if  he  did 
not  absolutely  refuse  to  withdraw  his  troops  from 
beyond  the  Rhine,  certainly  left  them  just  where 
they  were,  and  denied  that  Prussia  or  any  other 
power  had  a  right  to  complain  of  their  presence. 
It  even  appears  that  he  reinforced  those  troops  the 
very  moment  Prussia  began  to  murmur,  or  the 
very  moment  he  began  to  insult  her  in  his  Mo¬ 
il  iteur.  At  the  beginning  of  September  he  col¬ 
lected  his  great  captains  around  him  in  Paris — 
Soult,  Augereau,  and  Bernadotte,  who  had  been 
serving  in  Germany,  and  Murat,  who  had  been 
residing  fur  a  season  in  his  grand  duchy  of  Berg, 
which  he  liked  so  well  that  he  was  anxious  to 
extend  the  limits  of  his  territories,  if  not  to  carve 
out  a  kingdom  for  himself  in  those  parts — and  he 
consulted  with  them  as  to  the  best  means  of  com¬ 
mencing  and  conducting  a  camjiaign  against 

2  1 


‘242 


HISTORY  OF  THP:  REIGN  OF  GEORGE  III. 


Prussia,  so  as  to  render  it  as  rapid  and  decisive  as 
his  last  campaign  against  Austria. 

In  a  note  delivered  to  Talleyrand  on  the  1st  of 
October,  General  Knohelsdorff  said,  and  said 
trulv,  “  that  the  king  his  master  saw  around  his 
territories  none  but  French  soldiers  or  vassals  of 
France,  ready  to  march  at  his  signal;”  and  he 
peremptorily  required  that  the  French  troops  should 
forthwith  evacuate  the  territory  of  Germany.  To 
this  Bonaparte  made  answer  in  the  haughtiest  tone 
of  defiance,  that  for  Prussia  to  provoke  the  enmity 
of  France  was  as  senseless  a  course  as  to  pretend 
to  withstand  the  waves  of  the  ocean  !  On  the  9th 
of  October  the  King  of  Prussia,  who  had  put  his 
army  in  motion,  issued  a  long  manifesto  from  his 
head-quarters  at  Erfurt  ;  he  recapitulated  the  long 
series  of  French  encroachments,  many  of  which 
could  not  have  been  effected  if  they  had  not  been 
connived  at  by  his  own  base  cabinet ;  and  he 
dwelt  upon  the  ambition  of  the  Emperor  of  the 
French,  as  though  he  had  now  for  the  first  time 
discovered  its  existence.  This  was  the  war-note  ; 
there  was  no  formal  declaration  of  hostilities  on 
cither  part.  But,  before  this  signal  was  given,  Bo¬ 
naparte,  having  quitted  Paris  on  the  25th  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  without  communicating  his  designs  either 
to  the  senate  or  to  the  corps  leijislatif,  was  on  the 
Rhine,  and  quite  ready  to  begin  operations.  He 
had,  in  fact,  been  in  a  state  of  readiness  ever  since 
the  beginning  of  August ;  for  at  that  time  his  army 
of  Germany,  then  under  the  supreme  command  of 
Berthier,  was  extended  from  Baden  to  Dusseldorff, 
and  from  Frankfort  to  Nuremberg — the  main-body 
being  in  a  manner  already  in  position,  and  only 
w’aiting  the  arrival  of  the  reserve. 

Tlie  Emperor  of  Russia  had’refused  to  ratify  the 
disgraceful  treaty  which  his  minister  d’Oubril  had 
really  signed  separately  at  Paris  during  Lord 
Lauderdale’s  negotiations,  and  was  again  in  the 
field,  though  far  away  beyond  the  Vistula.  The 
Prussians  have  been  taxed  with  the  same  fault 
which  the  Austrians  had  committed  in  1805,  in 
not  waiting  for  the  arrival  of  the  Russians  in  Ger¬ 
many.  But,  by  the  time  it  became  known  at  Berlin 
that  the  Emj)eror  Alexander  had  refused  to  ratify 
the  treaty  of  peace  with  France,  Bonaparte  was 
fully  prepared  to  commence  operations  against 
Prussia,  and  his  cunning  negotiator.  General  Se- 
bastiani,  having  been  dispatched  to  Constantinople, 
had  got  up  a  “  very  pretty  quarrel  ”  between  the 
Ottoman  Porte  and  Russia,  a  quarrel  which  led  to 
the  sultan’s  abandoning  his  former  alliances  with 
England  and  Russia,  to  the  hasty  contracting  of  a 
new  alliance  with  France,  and  to  an  actual  war 
between  the  Turks  and  Russians,  which  commenced 
in  November,  and  gave  occupation  to  a  large  part 
of  the  czar’s  army.  The  cabinet  of  Berlin  has  been 
also  censured  for  not  waiting  for  pecuniary  aid  and 
other  succours  from  England ;  but  our  cabinet 
neither  before  the  crisis  nor  after  it  showed  any 
great  alacrity  or  liberality ;  the  succour  from  Flng- 
land,  like  the  arrival  of  armies  from  Russia, 
seemed  distant  and  uncertain.  On  the  intelli¬ 
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gence  that  Prussia  had  taken  possession  of  Hanover, 
and  had  closed  her  ports  to  the  British  flag. 
Fox  had  recalled  our  ambassador  from  Berlin,  an 
embargo  had  been  laid  upon  all  Prussian  vessels 
in  the  harbours  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and 
the  Elbe,  the  Weser,  and  the  other  German  rivers 
had  been  again  declared  in  a  state  of  blockade. 
At  the  first  symptom  of  the  political  change  in 
the  cabinet  of  Berlin,  our  government  had  pro¬ 
fessed  a  great  readiness  to  renew  friendly  relations ; 
they  had  instantly  removed  the  blockade  of  the 
ports  and  rivers,  w'hich  had  caused  much  incon¬ 
venience  to  Prussia,  and  the  whole  of  the  north  of 
Germany;  and  they  dispatched  Lord  Morpeth  on 
an  embassy  to  his  Prussian  Majesty.  But  Lord 
Mor})eth,  w’ho  did  not  quit  London  until  the  1st  of 
October,  did  not  reach  the  Prussian  head-cpiarters 
at  Weimar  until  the  12th,  when  the  two  hostile 
armies  w'erc  almost  in  presence  of  each  other.  The 
conduct  of  the  Prussian  ministers,  indeed,  appears 
to  have  been  shuflling  and  reprehensible  in  other 
respects,  even  then  ;  but  his  lordship  brought 
neither  subsidy  nor  an  army,  nor  the  promise  of 
either  from  Fhigland ;  and  at  the  time  of  his  lord¬ 
ship’s  arrival  it  was  no  longer  possible  to  avoid 
a  battle,  without  retreating,  and  leaving  Berlin 
open  to  the  French.  The  monstrous  folly  and 
the  guilt  of  Prussia  had  all  been  committed  in  the 
autumn  of  1805  ;  and  now  nothing  could  have 
saved  her  from  the  consequences.  It  was  Bona¬ 
parte  that  fixed,  and  not  Prussia  that  chose,  the 
moment  for  going  to  war.  No  suppression  erf 
complaint,  scarcely  any  amount  of  submission 
short  of  putting  her  fortresses  and  her  armies  in 
his  hands,  would  have  })revented  Bonaparte’s  cam- 
l)aign.  The  intact  state  of  the  Prussian  forces  was 
constantly  in  his  thoughts ;  he  wanted  to  break, 
scatter,  and  demoralize  that  fine  army — to  reduce 
it  to  the  state  in  which  he  had  left  the  Austrian 
army — before  it  could  be  joined  by  Russian,  Swede, 
or  English.  If  there  was  an  ardent  war-party  at 
Berlin,  there  was  a  still  hotter  and  more  impatient 
war-party  at  Paris,  where  other  soldiers  of  fortune, 
besides  Murat,  were  dreaming  of  possessions  or 
])incipalities  in  Germany.  Bonaparte,  we  repeat, 
was  ready  for  the  campaign  in  August.  If  Lord 
Morpeth  had  arrived  in  Prussia  in  the  month  of 
August,  the  French  would  have  begun  the  campaign 
then ;  and  this  they  would  also  have  done  if  the  Em- 
jieror  Alexander  had  then  begun  to  move  towards 
Germany,  or  to  apjiroach  the  Vistula. 

The  force  which  Bonaparte  brought  into  the 
field  was  numerically  superior  to  the  Prussian 
army  ;  as  he  advanced  he  had  in  his  front  and  on 
both  his  flanks  none  but  friendly  states  ;  the  armies 
of  the  Confederation  of  the  Rhine  were  ready  to 
co-operate  with  him  ;  and  he  had  in  his  rear,  beliind 
the  Rhine,  an  immense  force  in  disciplined  troops, 
which  might  be  called  a  disposable  force,  as  he 
had  anticipated  a  whole  year’s  conscription,  or 
raised  in  1801)  the  levies  which  by  law  ought  to 
have  been  raised  in  1807.  Prussia,  on  the  other 
hand,  had  only  one  reluctant  ally,  the  Elector  of 
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Saxony,  who  evidently  would  have  behaved  now 
towards  Prussia  as  Prussia  had  behaved  tow-ards 
the  coalition  in  the  preceding  autumn,  if  the  Prince 
of  Ilohenlohe  had  not  marched  into  the  country  at 
the  head  of  a  division  of  the  Prussian  army.  One 
or  two  of  the  petty  states,  expecting  subsidies  from 
England,  which  did  not  arrive,  professed  a  perfect 
neutrality.  Some  German  poets  and  political 
writers  had  counted  upon  a  revival  of  the  old  Ger¬ 
man  feeling,  and  on  a  popular  impetus  whicli  would 
overthrow  the  selfish  arrangements  of  cabinets 
and  little  potentates ;  but  the  moment  was  not  yet 
come — that  pear  was  not  yet  ripe. 

In  one  particular  the  Prussians  followed  ]n-etty 
closely  the  fatal  example  of  the  Austrians  in  1805 ; 
they  extended  their  line  of  operations  far  too  much, 
being  almost  incredibly  oblivious  of  the  very  simple 
and  never  varying  tactics  of  their  adversary.  On 
the  Gth  of  October,  Bonaparte  had  collected  his 
columns  about  Bamberg ;  and  on  the  8tli  (four 
days  before  Lord  Morpeth’s  arrival  at  Weimar), 
he  commenced  a  variety  of  skilful  and  successful 
but  very  simple  movements,  which  ended  in  his 
turning  the  Prussian  left,  in  his  gaining  possession 
of  most  of  their  magazines,  and  interposing  between 
their  main  body  and  the  city  of  Berlin. 

The  French  were  now  posted  along  the  river 
Saale  from  Naumburgto  Kahla,  with  their  centre 
at  Jena.  The  Prussians  were  ranged  between 
Jena  and  Auerstadt.  The  road  to  Dresden,  the 
capital  of  Saxony,  lay  as  open  to  the  French  as  the 
road  to  Berlin.  The  Duke  of  Brunswick,  the 
commander-in-chief  of  the  Prussian  army,  called 
in  his  outposts,  which  had  been  imprudently  scat¬ 
tered  in  all  directions,  and  concentrated,  as  much 
as  it  w'as  possible,  the  masses  of  his  left  at  Auerstadt. 
The  Queen  of  Prussia,  mounted  on  horseback,  rode 
along  the  splendid  lines,  to  encourage,  by  her  pre¬ 
sence,  the  50,000  fighiing-men  collected  on  that 
point.  On  the  morning  of  the  14th  of  October, 
the  vanguard  of  Marshal  Davoust,  who  commanded 
the  French  right,  came  in  contact  with  the  van  of 
the  Duke  of  Ilrunswick.  It  was  a  dense  fog  ;  and, 
though  the  march  of  the  meeting  forces  was  made 
sensible  to  the  ear,  the  eye  coidd  distinguish  no¬ 
thing  until  the  foes  were  within  musket-shot  of 
each  other.  But  the  sun  dissipated  the  fog  and 
mists  ;  and  then,  the  Prussian  cavalry  having  upset 
Davoust’s  vanguard,  the  Duke  of  Brunswick’s 
columns  threw'  themselves  upon  the  French  marshal. 
The  Prussian  army,  as  compared  with  the  total  of  the 
French  army,  were  inferior  in  number  by  nearly  a 
third ;  but  the  force  w'hich  actually  attacked  Da¬ 
voust  was  superior  to  his,  as  Bonaparte  had  con¬ 
centrated  the  great  mass  of  his  forces  six  leagues 
off,  at  Jena,  the  position  which  he  had  chosen  for 
himself,  and  where  he  was  commanding  in  person. 
The  consequence  was,  that  Davoust  was  all  but 
crushed ;  his  cavalry  could  not  stand  against 
Brunswick’s  ;  and  some  of  his  infantry  regiments 
scarcely  found  time  to  form  in  square,  before  the 
brilliant  Prussian  horse  were  upon  them,  followed 
by  the  well-directed  shot  of  the  Prussian  light  ar¬ 


tillery.  Before  the  hour  of  noon,  the  field  was 
strewed  with  killed  and  wounded,  and  the  Prussians 
had  a  decided  advantage.  Davoust  sent  an  aide- 
de-camp  to  request  Marshal  Bernadotte  to  come  to 
his  support.  Bernadotte  could  not  move  himself, 
as  he  had  been  stationed  in  an  important  position 
to  support  his  Emperor,  who  remained  at  Jena; 
but  he  detached  the  division  of  General  Dupont  to 
assist  Davoust.  About  the  hour  of  noon,  when 
Davoust  seemed  standing  on  the  brink  of  ruin, 
Bonaparte  made  a  terrible  attack  on  the  enemy  in 
front  of  his  own  position,  who  were,  numerically, 
much  more  inferior  to  his  force  than  his  right, 
under  Davoust,  was  inferior  to  the  force  of  the 
Duke  of  Brunswick.  Spurring  from  Jena  with 
nearly  the  whole  of  the  cavalry  in  the  French  army, 
Murat  charged  the  Prussian  infantry  in  his  front. 
The  old  Prussian  marshal,  Mollendorf,  who  com¬ 
manded  there,  was  badly  wounded;  his  infantry 
fell  into  some  disorder,  and  began  to  retreat  upon 
Weimar.  The  Saxon  contingents,  who,  in  all, 
amounted  to  about  20,000  men,  did  not  behave 
very  well :  the  hearts  of  their  officers  were  not  in 
the  cause ;  it  had  been  a  toss-up  whether  the  men 
should  fight  for  the  French  or  against  them  ;  tliey 
disliked  the  Prussians,  and  they  fought  softly,  mol- 
levicnt.  By  this  time,  Davoust  had  8000  or  9000 
killed,  or  put  liorx  cic  combat :  he  maintained  his 
ground  with  great  tenacity;  but  it  appears  that  he 
must  have  been  utterly  crushed,  if  it  had  not  been 
for  the  opportune  arrival  of  Dupont’s  division. 
But,  in  this  double  battle,  the  retreat  of  Marshal 
Mollendorf  seriously  committed  the  safety  of  all 
the  rest  of  the  Prussian  army ;  and,  in  a  terrible 
charQ-e  made  to  dislodsie  Davoust,  several  Prussian 
generals  had  fallen  at  the  heads  of  their  columns, 
and  the  old  Duke  of  Brunswick,  their  commander- 
in-chief,  had  been  blinded  by  a  wound  on  tlie 
brow,  and  had  received  other  hurts,  which  even¬ 
tually  proved  mortal.  It  was  about  two  o’clock  in 
the  afternoon  when  the  King  of  Prussia  received 
the  disastrous  intelligence  of  Mollendorf’s  retreat. 


Kino  ok  Pbussia. 


To  re-establish  his  communications  witli  that  mar¬ 
shal,  the  king  commanded  and  led  a  magnificent 
charge,  in  the  confident  hope  of  finishing  with 
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Havoust,  and  opening  Ins  own  -way  to  the  road  to 
Weimar,  which  Mdllendort’  had  taken.  But  a 
fatality  attended  all  his  exertions  :  while  hardly 
one  of  the  French  generals  was  seriously  wounded, 
his  own  general  officers  had  fallen,  and  continued 
to  fall,  thick  about  him  ;  his  brother.  Prince 
Henry,  was  dangerously  wounded,  and  obliged  to 
quit  the  field;  (his  cousin,  the  gallant  Prince 
Louis,  had  been  killed  in  an  unequal  fight  at  Saal- 
feld,  two  days  before  this  decisive  double  battle,)  — 
General  Sebmettau  received  a  ball  in  the  breast ; 
the  king  himself  had  two  horses  killed  under  him, 
and  was,  for  a  moment,  believed  to  be  killed  him¬ 
self.  Thus  the  magnificent  charge  failed ;  and, 
before  the  Prussians  could  attempt  another,  Ber¬ 
nadette,  gliding  between  the  two  battles,  got  into 
tbe  Prussian  rear,  and  made  several  battalions  lay 
down  their  arms.  The  fortunate  Gascon  made  this 
movement,  which  decided  the  fate  of  the  day,  and 
of  the  two  battles  of  Auerstadt  and  Jena,  with 
18,000  fresh  troops,  who  had  been  posted  on  the 
heights  of  Apolda,  and  who  had  not  hitherto  been 
exposed  either  to  the  lire  of  the  enemy,  or  to  any 
fatigue  or  exertion  wdiatsoever.  It  apjiears  to  be 
most  clearly  demonstrated,  that  Bernadotte  could 
not  move,  and  ought  not  to  have  moved,  earlier 
thair  he  did ;  that  if  he  had  quitted  his  position  at 
Apolda,  where  his  emperor  himself  had  com¬ 
manded  him  to  remain,  to  march  in  full  force  to 
support  Davoust,  and  to  get  early  into  action, 
Bonaparte’s  w'hole  plan  w'ould  have  been  dislocated, 
and  the  main  body  of  his  army  fighting  at  Jena 
would  have  been  thrown  into  a  false  and  perilous 
])osition.  Yet  Bonaparte,  allowing  but  a  stinted 
share  of  praise  to  Davoust,  who  had  kept  his 
ground  so  manfully  against  superior  numbers,  ac¬ 
cused  Bernadotte  of  slowness  and  lukewarmness, 
and  cast  ambiguous  reproaches  upon  him  for  not 
going  earlier  into  battle, — that  is,  for  not  having 
done  what  he  had  expressly  commanded  him  not 
to  do.  The  Bonapartists  always  adopted  the 
})rejudices  of  their  emperor,  and  took  his  word 
as  law  and  gospel ;  and  writers  not  of  that  school, 
nor  even  of  that  nation,  have  strangely  shut  their 
eyes  to  the  jealousy  and  personal  antipathy  which 
Bonaparte  entertaitied  against  Bernadotte,  the 
least  complying  and  the  clearest-headed  of  all 
his  generals.  At  this  moment  Bernadotte  was 
more  odious  to  Bonaparte  than  ever  Moreau  had 
been.  A  system  of  detraction  and  calumny  had 
already  been  adopted  against  him,  and  a  less  firm 
and  less  able  man  must  have  been  ruined  by  it. 
General  Ra])])  tells  us,  that,  on  the  evening  after 
the  battle,  Bonaparte  uttered  many  spiteful  things 
against  Bernadotte,  and  exclaimed — “  That  Gascon 
will  never  do  better!”  But  tbe  Gascon  had  done 
what  was  best  to  do,  and  what  he  had  been  ordered 
to  do.  Bernadotte  said,  very  shortly  after,  to  Bour- 
rienne— “  I  know  I  did  my  duty.  I^ct  the  em¬ 
peror  accuse  me  if  he  will,  he  shall' have  his  answer. 

I  am  a  Gascon,  it  is  true,  but  he  is  a  greater  gas- 
conader  than  I  am.” 

The  timely  movement  of  Bernadotte,  we  repeat, 


decided  the  double  victoryn  It  also  cut  off  the 
retreat  of  a  large  part  of  the  Prussian  army.  The 
Prussians,  not  knowing  the  numerical  force  of  the 
fresh  troops,  thus  suddenly  brought  into  their  rear, 
lost  heart  and  began  surrendering  in  masses ; 
they  could  not  effect  a  proper  junction  with  their 
countrymen  who  had  been  tighting  at  Jena.  Such 
of  them  as  got  on  the  road  and  retreated  towards 
Weimar,  found  Marshal  Mullendort’s  columns 
broken  and  disordered ;  the  road  got  blocked  up, 
and  there  followed  a  scene  of  irremediable  con¬ 
fusion.  There  was  scarcely  a  general  officer  left 
alive,  and  in  condition  to  issue  orders ;  and  the 
jianic  of  the  men  indi.^posed  them  to  obedience, 
and  destroyed  that  military  instinct  which  has  so 
often  rescued  brave  and  veteran  troops.  The  greater 
part  of  the  artillery  was  taken.  According  to  the 
French  accounts,  which  are  rather  less  exaggerated 
than  usual,  20,000  Prussians  were  killed  or  cap- 
fiired  in  the  course  of  this  fatal  day  ;  300  pieces  of 
artillery,  twenty  general  officers,  and  60  standards 
were  taken.  On  the  following  day,  the  15th  of 
October,  old  Marshal  hlullendorf,  who  had  retired 
to  Erfurt  with  the  remnant  of  his  forces,  was  com¬ 
pelled  to  surrender.  General  Kalkreuth,  who  at¬ 
tempted  to  cross  the  Hartz  mountains,  xvas  over¬ 
taken  and  routed.  Prince  Eugene  of  Wurtem- 
burg,  commanding  an  untouched  body  of  16,000 
men,  who  ought  to  have  been  brought  into  action 
on  the  14th,  attempted  to  interpose  between  the 
routed  divisions  of  the  Prussians  and  the  victorious 
masses  of  the  French  ;  but  he  was  attacked  with 
superior  forces  by  Bernadotte,  and,  being  com¬ 
pletely  beaten,  such  as  remained  of  his  16,000 
men  added  one  disorderly  torrent  more  to  the 
many  that  were  flowing  northward  in  the  direction 
of  Magdeburg,  which  the  king  had  appointed  as 
the  chief  rallying  ground. 

The  Prussians  were  now  almost  as  much  iso¬ 
lated  and  cut  off  from  their  resources,  and  were 
altogether  well  nigh  in  as  bad  a  condition  as  tbe 
Austrians  at  Ulm  had  been  a  year  ago.  Prince 
Hoheulobe,  though  badly  wounded,  did  indeed 
contrive  to  assemble  50,000  men  behind  the  strong 
walls  of  Magdeburg;  but  these  fugitives  were  mili¬ 
tarily  demoralized,  the  copiotis  magazines  and 
stores  of  the  town  had  been  removed  to  supply  the 
Duke  of  Brunswick’s  army,  hardly  anything  was 
left  there,  and  victorious  French  columns  were 
posted  between  Magdeburg  and  the  other  great 
depots.  Bonaparte  availed  himself  of  his  advan¬ 
tages  in  writing  a  most  insulting  letter  to  the  un¬ 
fortunate  King  of  Prussia  ;  and  a  few  days  later, 
when  the  Duke  of  Brunswick,  who  had  retired  so 
badly  wounded  from  tbe  fight  at  Auerstadt,  wrote 
to  him  in  a  pacificatory  tone,  and  addressed  him 
as  a  conqueror  capable  of  generosity  and  magna¬ 
nimity,  he  re])lied  both  with  insolence  and  with 
harbarity.  He  told  the  brave  old  soldier  (the 
duke  was  in  his  72nd  year),  that  he  had  made  up  . 
his  mind  to  destroy  his  city,  to  occupy  bis  heredi¬ 
tary  states,  and  displace  his  family  for  ever  ;  and 
he  indulged  in  the  mean  spite  of  styling  the  sove- 
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reign  duke  “General  Brunswick.”  The  duke 
retired  into  Denmark  with  the  intention  of  embark¬ 
ing  for  England ;  but  his  wounds  were  inflamed 
by  travelling  and  vexation  of  spirit,  and  he  died  at 
Altona  before  a  ship  could  be  got  ready  for  him. 

II is  son  and  successor,  considering  him  as  foully 
murdered,  vowed  eternal  revenge  against  the 
French,  and  kept  that  vow  until  he  fell  in  the  field 
at  Waterloo. 

On  the  18th  of  October  ^ilarsbal  Davoust,  with 
nothing  to  oppose  him  in  Saxony,  took  quiet  pos¬ 
session  of  the  city  of  Lcipsic,  and  published  his 
emperor's  ruthless  edict  against  British  merchan¬ 
dise  and  all  holders  of  English  property.*  _  The  | 
Elector  of  Saxony,  who  had  so  reluctantly  joined  ! 
Prussia,  immediately  made  overtures  to  Bonaparte  | 
for  a  separate  peace,  and  a  beginning  was  soon 
made  to  that  close  un-German  alliance  which  gave 
the  elector  a  kingly  crown,  with  a  vast  accession  of 

•  Tlui  edict  ought  to  have  gi'  en  the  irresolute  and  unpatriotic  I 
Saxons  clearly  to  understand  the  blessings  they  were  to  expect  from  i 
French  domination.  It  appears  to  have  l>een  puhlished  on  the  very  ^ 
day  that  Davoust  entered  Leipsic.  Seven  years  after  tliis  there  was  a  I 
memorable  anniversary,  for  it  w.is  on  the  18th  of  Oi:tober,  1813,  that  j 
the  Saxon  nrmv  tiirued  against  liini  in  the  field,  and  that  Donaparte 
lost  the  great  battle  of  Leipsic. 

The  edict,  after  staling  that  the  city  of  Leipsic  was  known  through*  I 
out  Europe  as  the  princip;*!  depot  of  English  merchandise,  ami  that  ! 
in  conseipience  Leipsic  was  a  must  dangerous  enemy  to  France,  ordered, 
in  the  name  of  the  emperor  and  king — 1.  That  uithin  four-and-twenty 
hours  Lwery  hanker,  merchant,  or  maiiufaclurcr  having  in  his  posses¬ 
sion  any  funds,  the  produce  of  English  manufactures,  whether  they 
lielongeil  to  a  Hritish  subject,  or  the  foreign  con.signee,  should  declare 
their  amount  in  a  register  appointed  for  tliat  purpose.--^.  That,  as 
soon  as  these  returns  should  be  received,  domiciliary'  visits  sliould  bo 
macle  to  all.  whether  they  had  declared  or  not,  in  order  to  compare  tlie 
register  with  the  stock  in  hand,  to  ascertain  its  exactness,  and  punish 
by  luilitavy  execution' any  attempt  al  fraud  or  couccalmeut. 
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territorv,  chiefly  torn  from  the  Prussian  monarchy, 
and  which  bound  Saxony  to  Bonaparte  for  seven 
long  eventful  years.  As  Bonaparte  traversed  the 
field  of  llosbach,  where  the  Piaissians  under  Frede¬ 
rick  the  Great  bad  annihilated  a  French  army, 
he  ordered  his  soldiers  to  knock  down  a  small 
j  column  which  commemorated  that  event.  It  was 
on  the  25th  of  October  that  the  main  body  of  the 
French  entered  Berlin,  and  that  the  new  con- 
cpieror  took  ])ossession  of  the  palace  of  the  great 
!  Frederick.  He  named  Clarke  Duke  de  Feltri,  one 
of  the  most  pitiless  and  most  rapacious  of  all  his 
generals,  military  governor  of  the  capital  and  neigh¬ 
bouring  provinces;  he  took  into  nis  pay  the  editor 
of  the  ‘  Berlin  Gazette,’  who  spoke  of  the  Emperor 
King  Napoleon  as  the  proper  successor  to  Frederick 
the  Great;  his  spies  and  police  indicated  to  him 
all  such  families  among  the  nobility  and  gentry  as 
were  his  determined  enemies,  and  these  families  he 
proscribed.  All  private  letters  were  intercepted 
and  opened.  In  one  of  these  letters  the  Prince  of 
Ilatzfeld,  who  had  been  among  the  heads  of  the 
patriotic  party,  communicated  to  the  king,  his  friend 
and  master,  some  information  respecting  the  strength 
and  position  of  the  French  army.  Upon  this  dis¬ 
covery,  Bonaparte  ordered  Davonst  to  form  a  mili¬ 
tary  commission,  in  order  to  judge  the  prince,  “  as 
convicted  of  treachery  and  espionage,”  and  to  see 
sentence  “  pronounced  and  executed  before  six 
o’clock  in  the  evening.”  The  Prince  of  Ilatzfeld 
had  been  acquainted  with  Duroc,  during  that  gene¬ 
ral’s  several  embassies  to  Berlin,  and  Duroc,  Rapp, 
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and  one  or  two  others,  implored  the  conqueror  not 
to  commit  this  useless  and  dangerous  crime.  The 
often  repeated  story  of  the  princess  on  her  knees 
before  the  Emperor  of  the  French,  and  of  his  throw¬ 
ing  the  intercejjted  letter  into  the  fire,  thus  destroy¬ 
ing  what  he  called  the  only  evidence  of  the  guilt 
of  the  prince,  her  husband,  appears  to  be  utterly 
fabulous,  and  to  have  been  invented  for  the  sake  of 
dramatic  effect.  The  letter  was  not  destroyed,  or, 
if  it  was  destroyed,  a  copy  of  it  was  taken  first,  for  a 
copy  of  that  letter  exists,  and,  if  it  is  proof  of  any¬ 
thing,  it  proves  that  the  prince  had  done  nothing  but 
bis  duty,  and  that  to  put  him  to  death  for  what  he 
had  done  would  have  been  a  crime  of  as  deep  a  dye 
as  the  murder  of  the  Duke  d’Enghien,  or  the  cold¬ 
blooded  atrocious  assassination  of  Palm,  the  book¬ 
seller.*  With  this  last  foul  crime  Germany  and 

*  Tins  is  one  of  the  darkest  storie.s  in  the  life  of  Konapavte.  John 
Pliilip  Palm  was  a  bookseller,  residinj^  at  Nuremberg,  formerly  an  im¬ 
perial  city,  and  now  under  the  immediate  protection  of  Prussia.  In  the 
month  of  August  of  the  present  year  (1806),  Palm  was  seized  in  Nurera- 
bevg,  by  French  gendarmes,  was  torn  from  his  wife  and  children,  was 
hurried  away  to  lirauuau,  tried  by  a  military  commission  or  court- 
man  i.il,  composed  of  seven  French  colonels,  for  an  alleged  libel  on  the 
French  emperor,  condemned  to  death,  and  forthwith  executed  on  the 
26lh  day  of  August.  The  poor  bookseller’s  sole  ollence  consisted  in 
lia\ing  vemled  a  pamphlet  containing  some  severe  but  just  remarks  on 
the  enthroned  Corsican  and  his  policy.  If  lie  had  been  a  French  suliject, 
a  trial  by  .such  a  court,  and  such  a  punishment,  would  have  been  mon¬ 
strous  :  but,  as  he  was  no  subject  of  France,  Bonaparte  bad  not  the  sha- 
dosv  of  a  right  to  seize  and  try  him.  Nearly  every  pos.sible  illegality 
and  iniquity  was  concentrated  in  the  deed.  In  Brauuau,  where  the 
bookseller  was  tried  and  shot,  the  laws  that  obtained  were  the  laws  of 
Au.stria,  for  the  town  was  part  of  the  hereditary  states  of  the  Kmperor 
Francis,  and,  by  the  treaty  of  Presburg,  Bonaparte  had  solemnly 
pledged  himself  to  restore  it.  He  had  not  restored  it:  he  had  kept 
in  it  a  strong  French  garrison  ;  but  he  pretended  that  this  was  only  a 
temporary  occupation  rendered  necessary  by  the  proceedings  of  the 
Kussians  in  a  very  dilYerent  part  of  the  world,  and  over  which  the  court 
of  Vienna  could  exercise  no  control.  AViib  the  usual  daring  contempt 
for  facts  and  evidence, some  of  Bonaparte’s  apologists  have  attempted 
to  exculpate  him  from  this  foul  murder,  and  to  throw  the  guilt  of  it 
upon  some  of  his  over-zealous  officers.  This  is  the  unvarying  ju  actice 
of  the  apologists  ;  but  it  will  not  do.  The  seizure  and  murder  of  the 
poor  (iermaii  bookseller  proceeded  from  Bonaparte's  deadly  spite 
against  all  strictuvc.s  on  his  character  and  govenimcnt,  and  from  his 
desire  to  strike  terror— peur, — ami  thus  silence  the  continental 
press  wherever  he  could  reach  it,  or  wlierever  men  trembled  at  his 
name,  not  knowing  liow  far  his  ])Ouer  might  reach,  or  how  soon  his 
sword  might  glitter  over  their  own  heads.  The  military  trilmual 
which  sentenced  Palm  had  lieea  appointed  by  the  direct  order  of  Bona¬ 
parte  ;  audit  was  in  conformity  with  that  express  order  that  Palm 
was  pitilessly  executed  three  hours  after  receiving  sentence.  Though 
the  only  one  executed.  Palm  was  not  the  only  German  bookseller  tliat 
was  seized,  and  tried  and  condemned,  by  that  unlawful  and  atrocious 
tribunal  at  Braunau.  The  seven  colonels  of  regiments,  wlio  luul  been 
named  by  Marshal  Bevthier,  nuw  Alexandre,  Vrxnce  of  Neufchately 
condemned  live  otlier  booksellers  and  puldishers;  and  tlie  monstrous 
judgments  passed  upon  these  men  were  commuted  into  galley  slavery, 
or  a  bard  inn)ris()nment  in  chains  in  dilVereiit  fortresses. 

Bonaparte  himself  did  not  at  the  time  affect  to  deny  that  these 
inhjuiiLes  proceeded  from  his  orders.  Immediately  after  the  execution 
of  Palm,  there  ap|>eared  in  a  ])aper  published  at  Munich,  the  capital 
of  his  vas.sal  and  slave  the  King  of  Bavaria,  an  article,  s'atiug  that, 
by  order  of  bis  Majesty  the  ihnpernr  Napoleon,  there  had  been  esla- 
hlislied,  on  the  2jlh  of  August,  at  Brauuau,  a  French  military  com¬ 
mission,  to  judge  the  authors  and  distributors  of  seditious  libels,  which 
tcntl  to  mislead  the  minds  of  the  inhabitants  of  tlie  south  of  Germany, 
to  excile  them  to  insurrection  against  the  French  tro<»ps,  and  princi¬ 
pally  to  provoke  those  troops  themselves  to  disobedience  and  a  forget¬ 
fulness  of  iheir  duty  towards  their  legitimate  sovereign:”  —  that 
several  individuals  had  lK*eu  arrested,  eonvicted,  ami  condemned  to 
•huUh ; — that,  allhou^h  six  indiviiluals  had  been  Cuiidcmued  to 
cleatU,  cnuformably  witli  the  general  laws  of  war,  and  the  military 
code  of  the  Freueli  empire,  one  only  had  been  executed;  and  this  was 
the  bookseller  Palm  of  Nuremberg,  “who  fora  long  lime  past  was 
known  to  liave  distributed  writings  which  hud  I’or  their  object  to  mise 
the  people  against  their  sovereigns  ami  against  the  French."  It  is 
said  that  tin*  capital  ofleuce  of  tlie  Gennau  booksellers  was  their 
]»rintiug  and  di>tiibuting  a  spirilcrl  pamphlet  written  by  the  cele- 
Ijrated  Geutz,  whose  pen  eventually  tbd  more  evil  to  Bonaparte  than 
many  armies  hail  done  liim.  'I'o  impress  the  de.sired  terror  Bonaparte 
ordered  60.000  copies  of  the  sentence  of  Ids  military  tribunal  at  Brau- 
nan  to  l>e  printeil  and  circulated  all  over  the  continent.  Some  patriots 
at  Berlin  sul)scril)ed  for  tlie  publication  and  di.strihutiou  of  60,000 
copies  of  a  toucliing  h-tt«*r  which  Palm  wrote  to  hU  wife  and  children 
just  iHdore  his  ex^saition.  Sultscriptions  were  raised  for  his  family 
in  Kiiglaiid,  in  Russia,  and  in  many  paiUof  Germ.uiy.  In  IBld,  wliou 
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all  Europe  were  beginning  to  ring.  Palm  had  been 
murdered  on  the  26th  of  August.  It  might  have 
proved  dangerous  to  accumulate  guilt  of  this  kind 
in  Germany ;  and  it  was  Bonaparte’s  present  ob¬ 
ject  to  dupe  the  divided  rulers  of  that  country,  to 
conciliate  the  populations,  and  to  induce  them  to 
follow  his  banner  or  to  join  the  confederation  of 
the  Rhine.  The  Prince  of  Hatzfeld,  who  Mas 
actually  seized  by  Davoust,  escaped  summary  trial 
and  execution,  through  these  interested  calculations 
and  the  strong  representations  of  Duroc  and  Rapp. 
But,  if  the  other  story  were  true,  it  M’ould  not  entitle 
Bonaparte  to  the  praises  which  have  been  lavished 
upon  him  by  some  inconsiderate  writers.  We  do 
not  call  that  man  merciful  who  does  not  commit 
murder  because  he  has  the  power  to  do  it,  and  a 
strong  temptation  to  the  deed  in  his  own  bosom. 
For  there  to  have  been  mercy  and  magnanimity  on 
one  side,  there  ought  to  have  been  guilt  on  the 
other,  and  the  guilt  ought  to  have  been  of  such  a 
nature  as  would  justify  the  terrible  application  of 
militarv  law. 

Still  keeping  uppermost  in  his  mind  his  M’ar 
against  English  commerce,  Bonaparte  dispatched 
Marshal  Mortier  to  occupy  the  free  trading  city  of 
Hamburg,  and  seize  all  British  goods  and  property 
there.  Berlin  became  a  sort  of  lay  Vatican,  whence 
the  Emperor  of  the  French  hurled  his  thunderbolts 
at  our  broad-cloth  and  calicos.  The  M’ell  known 
Berlin  Decree  was  issued  on  the  21st  of  November. 
It  was  simple  and  concise  enough  : — The  British 
islands  were  to  he  considered  as  in  a  state  of  block¬ 
ade  by  all  the  continent.  All  correspondence  or 
trade  M’ith  England  Avas  forbidden  under  tlie  se¬ 
verest  penalties.  All  articles  of  English  manufac¬ 
ture  or  produce  of  the  British  colonies  Mere  de¬ 
clared  to  he  contraband.  Property  of  every  kind 
belonging  to  British  sidqects,  M-herever  found, 
was  declared  lawful  prize.  All  letters  to  and  from 
England  were  to  he  detained  and  opened  at  the 
post-offices.  The  last  of  these  ordinances  M'as 
scarcely  worthy  of  attention,  for  all  sorts  of  letters 
had  long  been  detained  and  opened  everywhere. 
But  Germany  and  a  great  part  of  the  continent 
were  alarmed  at  the  certain  prospect  of  these  severe 
penalties  against  trade  being  enforced  everywhere 
by  French  troops. 

Before  quilting  Berlin,  Bonaiiarte  visited  the 
tomb  of  Frederick  the  Great  at  Potsdam.  Those 
who  wish  to  read  the  picturesque  and  sentimental 
accounts  of  this  visit  may  find  them  in  the  Bona- 
partist  memoir-writers  :  the  visit  ended  by  his 
seizing  the  scarf  and  sM-ord  of  the  great  soldier, 
which  were  laid  like  sacred  relics  upon  Ids  tomb, 
hut  which  were  now  packed  off  for  Paris,  to  wait 
the  day  when  Bliicher  should  recover  tliein,  force 
the  French  to  regorge  their  spoil,  and  threaten,  not 
only  the  column  of  victory  and  the  bridge  of  Jena, 
hut  one  half  of  the  city  of  Paris  M'ith  destruction. 

In  the  meanwhile,  the  ruin  of  the  Prussian  army 

the  German  people  ro  se  a^'ainst  the  legions  of  the  con(iueror,some  of 
their  regiments  cam  ed  on  their  banners  tlie  blowly  llgiue  of  poor 
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had  been  nearly  completed.  Unable  to  subsist  bis 
50,000  men  at  Magdeburg,  the  Prince  of  Ilohen- 
lobe  retreated  to  the  river  Oder.  He  intended  to 
throw  himself  into  the  strong  fortress  of  Spandau  ; 
but,  before  he  could  reach  that  place,  the  governor 
had  surrendered  on  the  first  summons.  These 
Prussian  governors  of  fortresses  surrendered  nearly 
everywhere  without  firing  a  shot.  The  Prince  of 
Hohenlohe  now  endeavoured  to  reach  the  fortress 
of  Stettin ;  but  he  was  met  by  Murat  in  a  narrow 
defile,  was  beaten,  and  compelled  to  choose  a  new 
route,  where  Marshal  Lannes  hung  upon  his  Hank, 
while  Murat  pressed  upon  his  rear.  After  some 
smart  fighting,  Hohenlohe  was  completely  sur¬ 
rounded  near  Prenzlow  by  Murat  and  Lannes,  and, 
being  without  provision,  forage,  or  ammunition,  he 
surrendered  with  nearly  20,000  men.  Bliicher, 
who  commanded  Hohenlohe’s  rear-guard,  consist¬ 
ing  only  of  10,000  men,  was  at  some  short  dis¬ 
tance  when  this  fresh  disaster  occurred.  Bliicher 
was  a  soldier  of  the  right  stamp :  instead  of  capi¬ 
tulating,  he  made  a  gallant  dash  and  effected  his 
escape.  Keeping  his  little  corps  unbroken,  and 
subsisting  them  as  best  he  could,  he  traversed  the 
country  for  some  time,  sustaining  several  attacks 
from  far  superior  forces,  and  severely  chastising, 
in  more  than  one  instance,  the  overweening  pre¬ 
sumption  of  the  French.  At  last,  when  hemmed 
in  at  once  by  Soult,  Murat,  Lannes,  and  Berna- 
dotte,  he  threw  himself  into  the  town  of  Lubeck, 
which  had  no  other  defences  than  an  old  w'all  and 
a  wet  ditch.  To  repeated  summonses  made  to  him 
he  replied,  that  he  had  not  the  habit  of  capitulating, 
and  would  never  surrender.  On  the  morning  of 
the  6th  of  November,  the  corps  of  Bernadette, 


Soult,  and  Murat  forced  their  way  into  the  town 
by  different  gates,  and  then  followed  one  of  the 
most  memorable  and  most  bloody  of  street-fights. 
Bliicher  charged  along  the  streets  at  the  head  of 
his  cavalry ;  he  defended  street  after  street,  church 
after  church,  house  after  house  ;  he  inflicted  a  ter¬ 
rible  loss  on  his  assailants ;  he  prolonged  the  com¬ 
bat  till  the  dusk  of  the  evening,  and  then,  wdth 
5000  men,  he  cut  his  way  out  of  the  town,  and 
retreated  to  the  Danish  frontier,  which  was  close 
at  hand.  The  rest  of  his  forces  perished  in  that 
terrible  street-fighting,  or  were  wounded  and  made 
jirisoners,  or  butchered  by  'the  French,  who  con¬ 
tinued,  not  only  during  that  night,  but  during  the 
two  following  days,  to  commit  all  those  atrocities 
which  but  too  commonly  accompany  the  capture  of 
a  town  by  storm.  The  law  of  nations,  or  the  known 
French  inclinations  of  the  cabinet  of  Copenhagen, 
prevented  Bliicher  from  violating  the  Danish  ter¬ 
ritory,  or  attempting  to  escape  by  crossing  the 
frontier.  Pressed  and  sejueezed  upon  that  line  by 
Murat’s  host,  driven,  as  it  were,  into  a  cul-de-snc, 
and  seeing  there  wms  no  help  or  hope  for  him  any¬ 
where,  he,  at  last,  with  tears  in  his  eyes,  and  (we 
suspect)  with  curses  on  his  lips,  listened  to  terms, 
and  on  the  7th  of  November  laid  down  his  glorious 
arms.  He  was  sent  to  Hamburg  as  a  ])risoncr  on 
parole,  under  the  surveillance  of  Bourrienne,  now 
Bonaparte’s  minister  at  that  city.  'The  veteran, 
however,  did  not  lose  heart  or  hope ;  he  was  cheer¬ 
ful  under  his  misfortunes,  looking  confidently  for¬ 
ward  to  belter  times,  and  to  the  day  when  the 
honour  of  Prussian  arms  should  be  redeemed. 
He  often  said  to  Bourrienne — “  I  place  great  re¬ 
liance  on  the  public  spirit  of  Germany :  on  the 
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enthusiasm  wliich  prevails  in  our  universities.  The 
cliances  of  war  are  constantly  changing;  and  even 
defeats  contribute  to  nourish  sentiments  of  honour 
and  nationality.  You  may  depend  upon  it,  that, 
when  once  a  whole  nation  is  determined  to  shake 
oft’ a  humiliating  yoke,  it  will  succeed.  There  is 
no  doubt  but  we  shall  end  by  having  a  land- 
icehr  very  different  from  any  militia  to  which  the 
subdued  spirit  of  the  French  people  will  be  able 
to  give  birth.  England  will  always  lend  us  the 
support  of  her  navy  and  her  subsidies,  and  we  will 
renew  alliances  with  Russia  and  Austria.  I  can 
pledge  myself  to  the  truth  of  a  fact  of  wdiich  I  have 
certain  knowdedge,  namely,  that  none  of  the  allied 
powers  engaged  in  the  present  war  entertain  views 
of  territorial  aggrandizement.  All  they  unani¬ 
mously  desire  is  to  jnit  an  end  to  the  system  of 
aggrandizement  wdiich  your  emperor  has  adopted, 
and  wdiich  he  acts  upon  with  such  alarming  rapidity. 
....  I  rely  confidently  on  the  future,  because  I  fore¬ 
see  that  fortune  wdll  not  always  favour  your  emperor. 
It  is  impossible  but  that  the  time  w  ill  come  wdum 
all  Europe,  humbled  by  his  exactions,  and  im¬ 
patient  of  his  depredations,  wdll  rise  up  against 
him.  The  more  he  enslaves  nations,  the  more  ter¬ 
rible  wdll  be  the  re- action  when  they  break  their 
chains.”* 

Excejjt  Blucher  and  Lestocq,  who  kept  some 
regiments  together,  and  fought  bravely  wdth  them, 
the  conduct  of  the  Prussian  generals,  after  the  day 
of  the  double  battle,  seems  to  have  been  about 
crpially  void  of  spirit  and  of  ability.  The  way  in 
wdiich  some  of  the  fortresses  were  surrendered  ex¬ 
poses  some  of  them  to  very  dark  suspicions.  Spaii- 
dau,  Stettin,  Kiislrin,  Hameln,  Nieuburg,  Magde¬ 
burg,  all  surrendered  wdthout  attempting  the  least 
resistance.  Some  were  badly  provided,  but  some 
had  abundance  of  stores  and  provisions  :  in  one  or 
two  of  them  the  number  of  troops  that  surrendered, 
on  the  first  summons,  was  greater  than  the  French 
force  that  summoned  them,  and  when  the  con¬ 
querors  entered  these  fortresses  thev  found  enor¬ 
mous  quantities  of  artillery  and  ammunition,  and 
immense  magazines  of  all  sorts.  It  is  true  that 
the  grand  army  of  the  emperor  was  reinforced  by 
a  Dutch  and  Belgian  army,  brought  up  to  the 
northern  iirovinces  of  Prussia  by  Louis  Bonaparte, 
King  of  Holland  ;  but  not  even  this  arrival  ought 
to  have  convinced  the  Prussian  commanders  that 
the  ]K)wer  of  their  enemy  was  measureless  and 
irresistible.  Sir  Sidney  Smith  was  right — it  was 
this  craven,  superstitious  belief  that  Bonaparte’s 
armies  were  not  to  be  withstoorl,  which  laid  Europe 
prostrate  at  the  feet  of  the  French.  There,  was, 
however,  in  Prussia  another  source  of  weakness  : 
that  kingdom,  as  we  have  said  befire,  was  made 
up  of  shreds  and  ])atches,  of  jirovinces  and  ter¬ 
ritories  gained  by  the  sword,  and  gained  at  too 
recent  a  date  to  have  afforded  time  fur  the  growth 
of  any  amalgamation,  or  cohesion,  or  unity  of  na- 
tiomd  s])irit.  The  common  sufferings  and  humilia¬ 
tions  they  endured  between  the  Cears  Ib'OG  and 
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1813  created  a  community  of  feeling  and  sympathy, 
and  the  one  steady,  uniform,  strong,  and,  in  many 
respects,  wise  system  of  government  which  has 
obtained  since  the  battle  of  Waterloo,  together  with 
one  national  uniform  system  of  education,  may  have 
produced  a  cohesion  and  a  universal  nationality  in 
these  dominions  of  the  House  of  Brandenburg  (with 
the  exception  of  the  ])rovinces  on  the  Rhine,  which 
very  lately  were  notoriously  disaffected)  ;  but  there 
was  little  or  nothing  of  the  sort  at  the  elisastrous 
period  now  under  consideration.  In  what  was  old 
Prussia,  or  the  original  hereditary  portion  of  the 
dominions  of  the  House  of  Brandenburg,  there  was 
nationality  and  enthusiasm  enough ;  but  in  Silesia, 
which  had  suffered  so  much  during  the  Seven 
Years’  War,  and  in  the  other  territories  which 
had  been  forcibly  torn  from  the  House  of  Austria, 
or  from  other  neighbours,  the  mass  of  the  popula¬ 
tion  appears  to  have  been  indifferent,  if  not  half- 
hostile.  Had  it  been  otherwise,  Prussia  would  not 
have  been  annihilated,  as  she  was,  in  one  short 
campaign,  and  the  work  of  the  great  Frederick’s 
whole  life  would  not  thus  have  crumbled  to  pieces 
in  a  few^  weeks. 

The  King  of  Prussia  had  tied  for  refuge  into  the 
fortress  of  Konigsberg,  on  the  Pregel.  Out  of  the 
wreck  of  the  army  General  Lestocq  was  enabled  to 
assemble  there  a  few  thousand  men  for  the  protec¬ 
tion  of  his  sovereign.  But  the  main  reliance  of 
F^rederick- William  was  on  the  Emperor  Alexan¬ 
der,  who  was  now  in  Poland  and  advancing  towards 
the  Vistula.  In  Poland,  the  Russian  emperor  was 
standing  on  unfriendly  ground,  fur  the  seizure  and 
partitions  of  that  unhappy  country  had  excited,  if 
not  the  great  body  of  the  people,  the  majority  of 
the  nubility  and  upjjer  classes,  to  direct  hostility  or 
mortal  hatred  against  the  three  partitioning  powers; 
the  feeling,  for  evident  reasons,  being  more  vehement 
against  Russia  than  against  Prussia  and  Austria. 
Bonaparte,  who  had  lung  had  a  great  number  of 
Poles  in  his  army — fugitives  from  the  army  of  in¬ 
dependence  of  Kosciuszko,  or  men  otherwise  vic¬ 
tims  of  the  last  unfortunate  Polish  wuir — had  often 
entertained  them  with  prospects  and  hopes  of  re¬ 
establishing  Poland  as  an  independent  nation,  and 
of  restoring  them,  and  their  brothers  in  exile  and 
lioverty,  to  their  native  country,  their  confiscated 
property,  and  their  lost  places  and  honours.  With 
these  delusive  visions  he  had  conqiletely  dazzled 
many  of  these  Poles,  and  had  created  in  them  an 
enthusiastic  attachment  to  his  person  and  his  for¬ 
tunes.  A  good  many  of  them  had  jicrished  in  his 
service,  in  the  act  of  aiding  to  forge  for  other  na¬ 
tions  the  same  chains  and  fetters  which  bound  and 
galled  their  own  country ;  but  many  remained  in 
his  army  and  about  his  person,  and,  as  soon  as  the 
fortune  of  war  brought  them  into  the  immediate 
neighbourhood  of  Poland,  these  men  opened  a  cor¬ 
respondence  with  such  of  their  friends  and  con¬ 
nexions  as  had  remained  (piietly  at  home,  endeavour¬ 
ing  to  excite  them  to  take  up  arms  against  Russia, 
or  to  do  \\  hat  in  them  lay  to  forward  the  advance  be¬ 
yond  the  Vistula  of  the  Emperor  of  the  French,  the 
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to-l)e-liberator  and  restorer  of  Poland.  Some  of  these 
Poles,  or  some  other  agents  of  the  French,  even  pene¬ 
trated  in  person  into  both  Russian  and  Prussian 
Poland,  spreading  reports  that  the  bravest  and 
honestest  of  Polish  patriots  was  coming  to  raise  the 
standard  of  national  independence— that  Kosciuszko 
was  actually  at  the  head-quarters  of  the  emperor 
and  king.  This  was  utterly  false ;  but  a  part  of  it 
might  have  been  true  if  the  Polish  patriot  had  been 
an  unprincipled  adventurer,  or  had  been  less  awake 
to  the  juggling  of  Bonaparte.  Kosciuszko,  then 
living  in  an  honourable  and  honoured  ])overty,  at 
at  old  chateau,  near  Fontainebleau,  had  indeed 
been  invited  to  the  French  head-quarters,  and  had 
been  tempted  with  the  most  brilliant  offers;  for 
Napoleon  well  knew  the  confidence  which  his  pre¬ 
sence  would  inspire,  and  the  love  and  admiration 
with  which  he  was  regarded  by  the  best  of  his 
countrymen.  But  Kosciuszko,  who  had  constantly 
declined  entering  his  service,  as  Dombrowski  and 
so  many  other  distinguished  Polish  officers  had 
done,  saw  clearly  through  Bonaparte’s  selllsh  de¬ 
signs,  w^as  proof  to  every  temptation,  and  would 
not  quit  his  retirement.  As  he  was  living  in  France 
an  excuse  was  needful ;  he  stated  that  the  effects  of 
his  numerous  wounds,  and  his  general  bad  health, 
prevented  him  from  sharing  in  the  fatigues  of  war. 
But  to  his  confidential  friends  the  single-minded 
patriot  said,  that  liberty  was  not  to  be  expected 
from  the  French,  who  were  enslaving  all  nations  : 
that  Bonaparte  was  a  conqueror  devoured  by  ambi¬ 
tion,  and  a  thorough  despot,  whose  character  and 
conduct  precluded  confidence;  and  that  all  the 
conqueror  now  wanted  was  to  make  the  Poles  serve 
his  present  projects.  The  French,  he  said,  had 
often  talked  and  written  a  great  deal  about  the 
wrongs  of  Poland,  but  had  never  done  any  thing 
to  redress  or  relieve  them  ;  they  had  been  careless 
and  indifferent  at  a  moment  when  they  might  have 
prevented  the  last  fatal  partition  ;  and  when  he 
himself  was  in  the  field  in  1794,  fighting  against 
fearful  odds,  what  had  the  French  done  but  leave 
him  to  his  fate  ?  As  he  would  not  go  to  tlie  Vis¬ 
tula,  he  was  requested  to  put  his  name  at  Paris  to 
a  manifesto,  and  to  an  exciting  proclamation  to  his 
countrymen.  This  he  nobly  refused  to  do,  saying 
he  would  not  be  an  instrument  in  deceiving  the 
Poles  with  hopes  in  which  he  did  not  himself  par¬ 
take.  In  spite  of  this  refusal  Bonaparte  ordered 
the  exciting  proclamation,  giving  assurances  of 
liberty  and  independence  to  the  Poles,  to  be 
inserted  in  the  Moniteur,  with  the  high  sanc¬ 
tion  of  Kosciuszko’s  name  and  signature  attached 
to  the  spurious  document.  And  now — on  the 
1st  of  November — as  he  was  preparing  to  pour 
his  Grand  Army  into  Poland,  he  made  General 
Dombrowski  issue  that  proclamation,  and  other 
addresses,  wherein  the  Polish  nation  was  told 
that  Kosciuszko  was  speedily  coming  to  fight 
with  them  for  the  liberation  of  their  country,  un¬ 
der  the  shield  and  protection  of  the  Emperor  of 
the  French.  Few  knew  the  secret,  and  very  few 
of  the  Poles  had  the  prudence  and  foresight  of 
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Kosciuszko,  or  a  fragment  of  his  capability  for 
the  inductive  process  which  had  convinced  him  of 
Bonaparte’s  intentions:  a  great  part  of  the  country 
was  electrified  by  the  addresses,  and  in  a  tumult 
of  joy  at  the  rapid  advance  of  the  victorious  French 
columns.  All  Prussian  Poland  was  in  a  blaze; 
the  Russians,  who  had  advanced  into  those  pro¬ 
vinces  with  the  design  of  crossing  the  Vistula  and 
succouring  the  King  of  Prussia,  found  a  prcw 
enemy  upon  their  hands,  a  furious  insurrection 
gathering  all  round  them ;  from  nearly  all  parts 
of  Poland  enthusiastic  volunteers,  men  who  had 
fought  under  Kosciuszko,  or  who  were  inspired 
by  the  recollections  of  his  exploits,  rushed  to  join 
General  Dombrowski,  who  as  early  as  the  16th  of 
November  had  formed  at  Posen  four  good  Polish 
regiments.*  This  miscalculating,  blind  national 
enthusiasm  was  at  its  height  when  Bonaparte, 
after  levying  enormous  contributions  at  Berlin, 
advanced  and  established  bis  head-quarters  at 
Posen.  He  received  deputations  and  numerous 
addresses  from  the  credulous  patriots,  all  entreat¬ 
ing  him  to  restore  their  country  to  its  ancient  in¬ 
dependence.  In  his  replies  the  conqueror  adopted 
that  mysterious  oracular  style  which  was  familiar 
to  him,  and  which  had  often  been  made  to  pass  for 
supernatural  intelligence,  or  for  the  voice  of  des- 
tiu)’.  Taking  especial  care  to  bind  himself  by  no 
formal  promise  or  engagement,  he  let  drop  affec¬ 
tionate  interjections,  and  short  pointed  sentences, 
which  his  policy  might  afterw’ards  interpret  in  one 
sense  when  the  Polish  patriots  had  interpreted 
them  in  another.  One  of  his  bulletins,  dated 
from  head-quarters  at  Posen  the  1st  of  December, 
and  published  in  the  Moniteur  on  the  12th  of  that 
month,  was  calculated  to  cool  somewhat  the  rash 
enthusiasm  of  the  Poles,  as  it  exposed  their  wishes 
to  drive  equally  from  their  territories  Russians, 
Prussians,  and  Austrians,  without  manifesting  the 
intentions  of  the  Emperor  of  the  French,  and  with¬ 
out  committing  him  in  the  slightest  degree  for  the 
future.f  This  bulletin  was  explained  by  different 
men  in  very  different  ways  :  some  looked  upon  it 
as  a  thing  without  any  signification  at  all;  others 
saw  in  it  a  di]ilomatic  style  employed  to  veil  from 
the  cabinets  of  Europe  the  real  projects  of  Napo¬ 
leon  in  Poland,  and  pretended  that  the  Poles  ought 
to  place  implicit  reliance  on  the  promises  of  the 
Emperor  of  the  French,  and  patiently  wait  the  de¬ 
nouement  of  the  present  war ;  but  the  friends  of 
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f  Tliis  bulletin  was  a  very  fair  specimen  of  Bonaparte’s  half  oracular, 
half  Ossianic  style.  It  sai<r.  amon‘(  other  vapoury  things,  “  'i'he  love 
of  country,  that  national  sentiment,  has  not  only  been  preserved  in 
the  heart  of  tlie  Polish  ^leople,  but  it  has  been  strengthened  by  mis¬ 
fortune:  their  first  passion,  tlieir  strongest  ilesire  is  to  become  again 
a  nation.  The  richest  amongst  them  quit  their  chateaux  to  come  and 
(leniuiid  witii  loud  cries  the  re-establishment  of  the  kingdom,  and  to 
offer  tlieir  sous,  their  fortunes,  their  influence.  This  5^>ectacle  is  truly 
touching.  Already  have  they  everywhere  resumed  their  ancient  cos¬ 
tume,  liieir  ancient  cusU)ms.  Will  the  throne  of  Poland  be  ve-esUi- 
blished  ?  AVill  this  great  nation  recover  its  existence  and  its  inde¬ 
pendence  ?  From  the  bottom  of  the  grave  will  it  rise  again  to  a  new 
life?  God  alone,  who  holds  in  his  hands  the  combinations  of  all 
events,  is  the  arbiter  of  this  grand  political  problem  ;  hut  certainly  there 
never  was  an  event  more  memorable  and  mme  worthy  of  mterest." 

Thus  the  passage  in  the  bulletin  concluded  ns ith  an  absolute  non 
sens.  We  can  have  little  respect  for  the  intellect  of  Polish  patriots 
uho  could  allow  themselves  to  be  duped  or  mystilied  by  such  con¬ 
temptible  vagaries. 
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liberty  asked  -whether  they  could  hope  for  the 
restoration  of  the  republic  of  Poland  from  a  man 
who  had  destroyed  the  liberty  of  his  own  country; 
and  the  wisest  of  the  Poles  feared  that  Bonaparte 
had  considered  all  this  Polish  enthusiasm  merely 
as  a  means  of  obtaining  men  and  subsidies  for  the 
execution  of  his  own  ambitious  projects.*  But 
wisdom  and  prudence  were,  and  ever  had  been, 
rare  qualities  in  Poland :  if  a  few  considerate  men 
hung  back  until  the  conqueror  and  arbiter  of 
Europe  should  declare  himself  more  openly,  the 
vast  majority,  naturally  fond  of  war  and  adventure, 
rushed  to  the  French  standards,  or  began  to  act  as 
irregular  partisan  corps  against  the  Russians, 
whose  communications  were  everywhere  menaced. 
Beningsen,  the  Russian  commander-in-chief,  oc¬ 
cupied  a  part  of  Prussian  Poland,  and  took  posses¬ 
sion  of  the  city  of  Warsaw;  but  on  the  approach 
of  the  French  he  found  himself  under  the  neces¬ 
sity  of  evacuating  that  capital.  Bonaparte  entered 
Warsaw  in  triumph,  in  the  midst  of  the  acclama¬ 
tions  of  the  Poles;  and  there,  on  the  11th  of  De¬ 
cember,  while  the  columns  of  the  Grand  Army  suc¬ 
cessively  crossed  the  Vistula,  he  signed  his  separate 
and  most  advantageous  peace  with  the  Elector  of 
Saxony.  That  elector,  like  the  Electors  of  Bavaria 
and  Wurtemburg,  was  transformed  into  a  king, 
and  his  army,  instead  of  fighting  for  the  inde¬ 
pendence  of  Germany,  was  joined  to  the  army  of 
the  oppressor  and  marched  against  the  Russians. 

The  severity  of  the  climate  and  the  frightful 
state  of  the  roads  in  Poland — always  bad,  but  at 
this  season  of  the  year  almost  impassable — the 
sleet  and  the  snow,  the  ice  and  the  cutting  winds, 
did  not  induce  Bonaparte  to  forego  his  common 
practice  of  dispensing  with  winter  quarters.  He 
knew  that  the  Russians,  and  the  remnant  of  the 
Prussian  forces  in  Poland,  were  much  worse  pro¬ 
vided  than  his  own  army ;  that  the  French  would 
find  hospitality,  lodging,  and  provisions  where 
their  enemies  would  find  nothing  but  popular 
hatred  and  vengeance ;  and  it  behoved  him  to 
strike  a  blow  while  the  spirit  of  his  troops  and 
the  enthusiasm  of  the  Poles  were  at  their  highest 
point,  and  to  break  and  scatter  the  army  in 
front  of  him  before  Beningsen  should  be  joined 
by  other  divisions  from  Russia  or  from  the 
banks  of  thb  Danube,  or  by  other  fragments  of 
the  King  of  Prussia’s  army,  which  were  attempt¬ 
ing  to  concentrate  behind  the  Vistula. 

The  Russians  retired  due  north  in  the  direction 
of  die  Niemen,  as  if  intending  to  cross  that  river 
and  draw  their  enemy  into  the  wide  country  be¬ 
yond  it.  But  this  wise  design,  which  was  really 
entertained,  was  abandoned,  and  Beningsen  halted 
at  Pultusk,  on  the  little  river  Narew,  at  the  dis¬ 
tance  of  only  a  few  days’  march  from  Warsaw. 
The  position  was  well  chosen,  with  the  river  on 
one  side,  a  wood  on  the  other,  and  an  open  plain 
in  front.  After  some  skirmishes  and  afi’airs  of  out¬ 
lasts,  a  bloodv  battle  was  fought  on  the  2r)th  of 
December.  The  Russians  were  attacked  hi  their 
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good  position  by  the  divisions  of  Lannes  and 
Davoust,  and  by  the  French  guards,  the  elite  of 
Bonaparte’s  army.  They  gallantly  repelled  se¬ 
veral  attacks  made  on  their  centre  and  on  their 
left.  The  French  then,  advancing  in  condensed 
masses,  endeavoured  to  turn  the  Russian  right, 
commanded  by  Barclay  de  Tolly,  and  stationed  in 
the  wood.  This  attack  was  attended  by  partial 
success,  for,  yielding  to  an  accumulated  and  su¬ 
perior  weight  of  fire,  Barclay  de  Tolly  fell  back  on 
his  reserves,  and  left  the  French  to  take  possession 
of  the  wood  and  of  a  few  of  his  guns.  But  Bar¬ 
clay  de  Tolly’s  retreat  was  effected  with  admirable 
order,  and  Beningsen  had  the  good  generalship 
to  derive  advantage  from  it,  and  fi-om  the  im¬ 
petuosity  of  the  French  :  he  ordered  Barclay  to 
continue  his  retreat;  and  by  thus  throwing  back 
his  right  wing  he  enticed  the  French  to  ])ursue 
their  success,  until  the  Russian  cavalry,  which  had 
covered  the  manoeuvre,  suddenly  withdrawing,  left 
unmasked  120  guns  which  began  to  play  on  the 
French  advancing  columns  with  tremendous  effect. 
When  the  artillery  had  strewed  the  ground  with 
killed  and  wounded,  the  Russian  infantry  advanced 
at  a  steady  pace,  pushed  the  enemy  before  them  at 
the  point  of  the  bayonet,  and  recovered  the  wood 
and  all  the  ground  which  Barclay  de  Tolly  had 
lost.  At  this  season  of  the  year,  and  in  this 
northern  clime,  the  days  were  very  short:  the 
approach  of  night  put  an  end  to  one  of  the  most 
terrible  combats  in  which  the  French  had  ever 
found  themselves  engaged,  and  in  which  they  are 
said  to  have  lost  nearly  8000  men  in  killed  and 
wounded.  Among  the  wounded  were  Marshal 
Lannes,  Duke  of  Montebello,  and  five  other  French 
generals.  The  Russian  loss  was  estimated  at 
5000.  In  the  darkness  of  night  the  French  began 
their  retreat  to  the  Vistula;  and  they  moved  off  so 
rapidly  that  on  the  next  morning  the  Cossacks 
could  not  discover  a  rear-guard  anywhere  in  the 
neighbourhood.  Bonaparte  went  into  Warsaw 
with  his  guards,  leaving  the  rest  of  his  army  on 
the  right  bank  of  the  river,  in  Praga,  which  is  but 
a  suburb  of  Warsaw,  and  in  the  villages  round 
about.  He  had  announced  by  bulletins  that  the 
war  would  be  at  an  end  before  New-Year’s-Day  ; 
but  now  he  found  himself  condemned  to  inactivity, 
and  even  to  winter  quarters.  He  waited  the 
arrival  of  reinforcements,  and  the  organization  of 
his  Polish  recruits.  The  Russian  army  was  again 
in  want  of  almost  everything  except  guns,  muskets, 
bayonets,  ammunition,  Cossack  spears,  courage, 
loyalty',  and  resolution :  it  was  as  poor  and  as  un¬ 
provided  as  it  had  been  in  Moravia  the  winter 
before,  and  the  treasury  of  the  czar  was  in  no  con¬ 
dition  to  supply  the  deficiencies.  'I'he  trade,  the 
produce,  the  specie  of  Poland,  were  almost  entirely 
in  the  hands  of  the  swarming  Jews  settled  in  the 
country,  who  had  no  nationality,  who  cared  not  a 
rush  for  Polish  independence,  and  who  now',  as  on 
all  former  occasions,  furnished  supplies  and  sold 
their  services  to  the  highest  bidder.  Even  more 
than  in  Germany  the  services  which  the  Jews  could 
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render  were  important  and  necessary,  for,  besides 
having  so  extensive  a  command  over  the  resources 
of  the  country,  they  had  the  means  of  obtaining  the 
most  accurate  information  of  everything  that  passed 
in  it  and  beyond  its  frontiers.  The  resolute  way  in 
which  the  young  czar  had  torn  to  pieces  d’Oubril’s 
treaty,  and  had  adhered  to  the  coalition,  the  firm 
stand  which  his  armies  had  made,  and  were  actu¬ 
ally  making,  demanded  whatsoever  succour  and 
assistance  England,  his  ally,  and  the  real  head  of 
the  coalition,  could  afford  to  give ;  the  prolonga¬ 
tion  of  this  war,  which  had  already  drawn  Bona¬ 
parte  so  far  from  France,  must  cost  the  French 
enormous  sacrifices,  and  might  be  expected  to  ter¬ 
minate  in  some  terrible  catastrophe,  and  in  the 
destruction  of  the  conqueror,  if  not  in  the  country 
between  the  Vistula  and  the  Niemen,  in  the  vast 
plains  of  New  Russia  beyond  the  Niemen.  The 
lengthened  struggle  would  at  least  have  impeded 
that  consolidation  of  the  French  system  in  Ger¬ 
many,  which  left  such  enormous  resources  in  the 
hands  of  the  Emperor  of  the  French.  Yet,  when 
Alexander  applied  to  the  British  government  for  a 
supply  of  money,  all  that  he  got  was  a  beggarly 
subsidy  of  80,0d0i?.  To  this  untimely  parsimony 
of  “All  the  Talents”  are  mainly  attributable  the 
lamentable  reverses  of  the  Russians  early  in  the 
following  spring ;  to  this  niggardliness  Europe 
may  almost  be  said  to  owe  seven  years  more 
of  a  destructive  war,  and  England  an  increase 
of  two  or  three  hundreds  of  millions  to  her  na¬ 
tional  debt.  If  Bonaparte  had  pressed  forward 
into  the  heart  of  Russia,  as  there  is  every  reason, 
and  very  nearly  positive  evidence,  to  prove  that  he 
would  have  done,  the  crisis  of  Moscow,  and  the 
events  of  the  campaign  of  1812,  would  have  been 
anticipated  by  five  years  :  if  he  had  not  gone  for¬ 
ward,  he  would  have  been  considered  as  foiled,  humi¬ 
liated,  beaten ;  his  first  grand  retreat  would  have 
destroyed  his  prestige,  Austria  would  have  flown 
again  to  arms,  nearly  the  whole  of  Germany 
would  have  risen  in  his  rear,  and  the  French 
people  would  have  fallen  from  him  now  as  they 
did  in  1813  and  1814.  No  one  knew  these  truths 
so  well  as  himself,  and  hence  his  frequent  decla¬ 
rations  to  his  confidential  servants  that  his  throne 
was  built  upon  victories,  that  a  continuous  series 
of  victories  was  necessary  for  its  support ;  that  he 
must  still  go  onward,  en  avant,  en  avunt :  that 
one  retrograde  step,  un  pas  en  arriere,  might 
ruin  all. 

Nearly  four  months  before  the  battle  of  Pultusk, 
the  brightest  of  “  All  the  Talents”  had  been  removed 
from  oifice  and  from  life.  Soon  after  the  rising 
of  parliament  Fox  grew  worse.  Ilis  disease  was 
dropsy,  which  would  not  yield  to  the  repeated  ope¬ 
ration  of  tapping.  He  removed  from  town  to  the 
Duke  of  Devonshire’s  beautiful  villa  at  Chiswick, 
intending  to  make  Chiswick  House  a  resting-place, 
from  which,  if  he  gained  strength  enough,  he  might 
proceed  to  his  own  pleasant  house  at  St.  Ann’s 
Hill,  a  spot  he  dearly  loved.  He  already  thought 
of  a  private  life,  and  of  resigning  his  office,  which 


he  had  held  little  more  than  half  a  year.  His 
friends  entertained  hopes  that  by  abstaining  from 
business  he  might  be  restored  sufficiently  to  health 
to  enjoy  a  quiet  life  for  some  years.  The  foreign 
dispatches  now  ceased  to  be  laid  before  him.  The 
last  political  news  he  received  officially  w'as  the 
refusal  of  the  Emperor  Alexander  to  ratify  the  treaty 
concluded  at  Paris  by  d’Oubril.  The  very  incompe- 
teiit  narrator  of  his  last  days  gives  few  or  no  dates, 
but  it  appears  that  Fox’s  official  responsibility 
really  ceased  before  parliament  rose,  and  that  he  is 
not  answerable  for  any  thing  the  cabinet  did  after 
the  month  of  July.  His  biographer  says,  that 
while  he  was  lying  at  Chiswick  a  new  ministry  was 
raising  its  head  in  the  metropolis,  of  which  Gren¬ 
ville  and  Grey  were  the  leaders ;  that  he  does  not 
know  that  Fox’s  opinion  was  ever  taken  upon  the 
formation  of  that  ministry  and  its  future  measures, 
but  that  he  is  fully  inclined  to  think  it  was  not ; 
that  as  his  disorder  became  more  confirmed,  and 
little  or  no  hope  existed  of  his  recovery,  the  cabinet 
ceased  to  look  to  him  for  advice;  and  before  a 
second  inroad  of  his  disorder  they  seemed  to  hold 
his  retreat  to  Chiswdek  as  a  virtual  resignation  of 
office.  He  adds  that  Lord  Grenville  never  went  to 
Chiswick,  and  Lord  Howick  Init  rarely.  The  dying 
orator  and  statesman  was  not,  however,  deserted ; 
his  nephew  Lord  Holland,  his  niece  Miss  Fox,  his 
old  and  constant  friend  General  Fitzpatrick,  hardly 
ever  left  him  ;  the  Duke  of  Devonshire  was  a  fre¬ 
quent  visitor,  and  the  Prince  of  Wales  made  fre¬ 
quent  calls,  and  is  said  to  have  shed  more  than  once 
affectionate  tears  by  bis  bed-side.  Other  friends,  of 
less  name,  but  not  less  dear  to  him,  waited  upon  him 
to  the  last;  but  of  the  various-coloured  party-men 
who  composed  the  present  cabinet,  or  of  their  dejien- 
dents,  but  very  few  appear  ever  to  have  performed 
the  very  short  journey  from  London  to  Chiswick. 
“  Doubtless,’’  says  his  biographer,  “  his  counsels 
might  have  led  to  their  loss  of  office ;  but,  had  it 
been  so,  they  would  have  lost  their  situations  with 
infinitely  greater  credit  with  the  public,  and  satis¬ 
faction  to  themselves.”  [We  presume  he  means 
with  greater  credit  and  satisfaction  than  attended 
their  expulsion  from  office  in  less  than  seven  months 
after  Fox’s  decease.]  A  few  minutes  before  he  died 
he  fixed  his  eyes  on  Mrs.  Fox  and  said,  “  I  die 
happy.”  He  expired  at  Chiswick  Llouse,  on  the 
afternoon  of  the  13th  of  September,  as  the  lower 
guns  were  firing  for  the  capture  of  Buenos  Ayres. 
He  was  in  the  58th  vear  of  his  age,  or  eleven  years 
older  than  Pitt.  “  How  speedily,”  exclaims  Wil- 
berforce,  “  has  he  followed  his  great  rival !”  His 
death  was  considered  as  equivalent  to  the  death  of 
his  party.  “  I  look  upon  what  has  been  called  Mr. 
Fox’s  party,”  says  Horner,  “  as  extinguished  en¬ 
tirely  with  him  ;  his  name  alone  kept  the  fragments 
together,  after  the  party  had  been  long  ago  broken 
to  pieces.”  This  fact,  however,  did  not  immedi¬ 
ately  appear ;  the  cabinet  which  Fox  had  aided  in 
forming  retained  possession  of  office,  his  nephew 
and  pupil  Lord  Holland  was  brought  into  it 
as  lord  privy  seal,  and  Fox  was  succeeded  in  the 
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foreign  department  by  bis  friend  Lord  Howiclc, 
who  was  more  identilied  with  the  Foxite  policy 
than  almost  any  other  public  man.  The  other 
ministerial  changes  were  simply  these : — Mr.  T. 
Grenville  became  first  lord  of  the  admiralty,  in 
lieu  of  Lord  Howick;  Tierney,  president  of  the 
board  of  control,  in  lieu  of  Grenville ;  and  Sid- 
mouth,  who  had  held  the  privy  seal,  now  given  to 
Lord  Holland,  became  president  of  the  council,  in 
lieu  of  Earl  Fitzwilliam,  who  resigned.  Thus  Lord 
Holland  was  the  only  new , "member  brought  into 
the  cabinet.  On  the  first  construction  of  “  All  the 
Talents  ”  ministry  Lord  Minto  had  been  made  pre¬ 
sident  of  the  board  of  control,  but  he  had  vacated 
that  place  for  the  governor-generalship  of  India, 
upon  which  he  had  probably  fixed  his  heart  as  early 
as  the  time  of  Hastings’s  impeachment,  and  his 
own  grand  oratorical  display  in  the  charges  against 
Sir  Elijah  Impey.  Apparently  to  soothe  the  dis¬ 
appointment  of  Philip  Francis,  he  was  invested 
with  the  Order  of  the  Bath. 

As  parliament  was  not  sitting  there  were  no 
angry  invidious  debates  on  the  merits  of  Fox,  the 
sort  of  funeral  to  which  he  was  entitled,  or  the 
wording  of  his  epitaph.  The  ministry  took  it  upon 
themselves  to  give  him  a  public  funeral  in  West¬ 
minister  Abbey.  The  body  was  removed  from 
Chiswick  House  to  a  house  belonging  to  the 
crown,  in  Stable  Yard,  Westminster.  Here  it 
remained  three  weeks  until  all  due  preparations 
had  been  made  for  the  funeral  under  the  direction 
of  Sheridan,  who  was  neither  the  friend  that  most 
mourned  his  decease,  nor  the  man  best  fitted  to 
manage  such  solemn  ceremonies.  On  the  10th  of 
October,  the  twenty-sixth  anniversary  of  his  first 
election  for  the  city  of  Westminster,  all  that  re¬ 
mained  of  Fox  was  carried  to  the  Abbey  in  great 
state,  and  deposited  in  a  tomb  immediately  adjoin¬ 
ing  the  monument  of  the  Earl  of  Chatham,  and 
within  eighteen  inches  of  the  grave  of  Pitt. 

The  mixed  cabinet  had  continued  to  complain  of 
the  coldness  or  want  of  confidence  of  the  court. 
Hoping  to  gain  greater  strength  in  the  blouse  of 
Commons  by  a  new  general  election,  they  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  the  sudden  and  unexpected  measure  of  a 
dissolution  of  parliament,  which  had  sat  but  four 
sessions.  This  measure  gave  great  dissatisfaction 
to  Wilberforce  and  to  many  others — to  all,  in  short, 
who  were  taken  by  surprise  or  who  regretted  the  ex- 
jtenses  of  fresh  elections — and,  although  some  few 
scats  were  gained  by  them,  it  is  thought  that  the 
dissolution  and  re-election  did  “  All  the  Talents” 
rather  more  harm  than  good. 

The  new  parliament  assembled  on  the  19th  of 
December,  and  was  opened  not  by  the  king  in  per¬ 
son,  but  by  commission.  The  royal  speech  dwelt 
])iincipally  upon  the  calamitous  war  in  Prussia, 
and  upon  the  conduct  of  our  government  in  respect 
to  that  ])ower.  It  said  that  Prussia  had  found  her¬ 
self  at  length  compelled  to  adopt  the  resolution 
of  openly  resisting  the  unremitting  system  of  ag¬ 
grandizement  and  coiKjuest  ;  tliat  neither  this  de¬ 
termination  nor  the  succeeding  measures  had  been 
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previously  concerted  with  his  majesty,  nor  had 
even  any  disposition  been  shown  to  offer  to  our 
government  any  adequate  satisfaction  for  those 
aggressions  of  Prussia  which  had  placed  her  and 
England  in  a  state  of  mutual  hostility ;  but  that 
nevertheless  his  majesty  had  not  hesitated  to  adopt 
immediately  such  measures  as  were  best  calculated 
to  unite  their  councils  and  interests  against  the 
common  enemy.  “But,”  continued  the  speech, 
“  the  rapid  course  of  the  calamities  which  ensued 
opjrosed  insurmountable  difficulties  to  the  execution 
of  this  purpose.”  Great  praises  w'ere  lavished  on 
the  good  faith  of  bis  majesty’s  allies,  the  King  of 
Sw'eden  and  the  Emperor  of  Russia;  and  it  was 
declared  that  our  alliance  with  Russia  afforded  the 
only  remaining  hope  of  safety  for  the  continent 
of  Europe.  This  confession  ought  to  have  been  fol¬ 
lowed  up  by  the  voting  of  a  proper  subsidy ;  a  liberal 
supply  of  money  might  yet  have  reached  Poland 
in  time  to  turn  the  scale  in  favour  of  the  Russians  ; 
but  nothing  of  the  sort  was  proposed,  and  when 
the  Emperor  Alexander  made  fresh  applications  he 
was  met  with  an  absolute  negative,  in  the  de¬ 
bates  on  the  address.  Lord  Hawkesbury  in  the 
Lords,  and  Mr.  Canning  in  the  Commons,  took  a 
very  active  part,  and  found  abundant  opportunities 
for  censuring  the  conduct  of  the  cabinet  ever  since 
it  had  been  in  office.  His  lordship  complained 
bitterly  of  the  late  and  unexpected  dissolution  of 
jrarliament,  saying  that,  since  the  passing  of  the 
Septennial  Act,  in  1115,  there  had  been  no  instance 
of  a  parliament  being  dissolved  under  six  sessions, 
excepting  the  precedent  of  11S4,  which  was  un¬ 
avoidable.  Fie  thought  that  the  failure  of  Lord 
Lauderdale’s  negotiations  for  a  peace  might  have 
something  to  do  with  the  late  dissolution  ;  but 
that  the  fair  mode  would  have  been  not  to  dissolve 
parliament,  but  to  have  submitted  to  the  existing 
parliament  the  whole  grounds  of  the  negotiations 
at  Paris.  Why  had  the  dissolution  been  so  sudden 
and  so  carefully  concealed  ?  Mr.  Windham,  the  last 
person  in  the  world  his  lordship  could  suspect  of 
falsehood  or  deceit,  had  told  the  electors  of  the 
county  of  Norfolk  in  an  address,  that,  as  far  as  he 
knew,  there  was  no  intention  of  dissolving  parlia¬ 
ment.  A  ])roclamation  had  even  appeared  fixing 
a  day  for  the  meeting  of  the  old  parliament  for  the 
dispatch  of  business ;  and  yet,  notwithstanding 
these  repeated  assurances,  a  dissolution  came  on 
like  a  thunder-cloud,  to  the  surprise  and  astonish¬ 
ment  of  the  whole  kingdom.  He  would  not  accuse 
ministers  of  any  intention  to  deceive  the  country, 
but  the  dissolution  had  certainly  had  the  effect  of 
surprising  it.  Lord  Hawkesbury  admitted  that 
the  terrible  disasters  of  Prussia  had  arisen  entirely 
from  the  narrow  selfish  policy  within  which  she 
bad  encircled  herself.  If  his  Prussian  majesty,  or 
those  who  advised  him,  had  consulted  history,  they 
would  have  seen  that  those  who  lend  their  aid  to 
get  others  devoured  are  at  last  devoured  them¬ 
selves.  He  approved  of  the  spirited  proceedings 
which  the  cabinet  had  adopted  towards  Prussia  in 
consequence  of  her  aggression  in  Hanover  and  her 
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hostility  to  the  commerce  of  this  country.  He  also 
approved  of  the  manner  in  which  we  had  sus¬ 
pended  our  particular  quarrel  when  Prussia  Avas 
on  the  point  of  being  involved  in  a  contest  with 
France.  But  what  he  could  not  approve  of  nor 
account  for  Avas  the  delay  Avhich  took  place  in  com¬ 
municating  Avith  the  cmirt  of  Berlin.  It  Avas  not 
until  the  month  of  October,  Avhen  hostilities  Avere 
on  the  eve  of  commencing,  that  ministers  had 
endeavoured  to  open  a  communication  Avith  Prussia. 
Lord  Morpeth  had  then  been  prevented  from  ful¬ 
filling  his  important  mission,  and  he  had  returned 
home  Avithout  doing  anything.  Three  weeks  after 
Lord  Morpeth’s  return  ministers  had  sent  out  a 
military  mission  Avith  Lord  Hutchinson  at  the 
head  of  it ;  hut  it  Avas  doubtful  whether  this  ex¬ 
pensive  military  mission  Avould  he  able  to  discover 
the  Prussian  head  quarters,  or  even  a  port  to  land 
in.  Mr.  Canning  in  the  other  House  dwelt  upon 
these  matters  at  greater  length,  and  Avith  much  more 
eloquence.  The  opening  speech  had  affirmed  that 
the  resources  of  the  country  remained  unimpaired. 
A  ncAA'  parliament,  said  Canning,  has  been  sud¬ 
denly  assembled,  and  Ave  are  noAv  about  to  revicAv 
the  transactions  of  an  administration  composed  of 
men  Avho  lay  claim  to  the  reputation  of  great 
talents,  and  Avho  entered  upon  office  not  ten  months 
ago  Avith  this  particular  and  distinct  declaration, 
that  all  those  who  preceded  them  in  office  had 
been  in  the  Avrong ;  that  they  had  “  clubbed  the 
battalion  that  everything  required  correction  and 
amendment ;  that  nothing  Avas  in  its  place  ;  that 
our  resources  Avere  exhausted,  our  credit  destroyed, 
our  faith  violated  ;  that  Ave  Avere  unable  to  maintain 
our  oAvn  rank  among  the  nations  of  Europe,  much 
less  to  assist  others  in  regaining  their  rank.  Yet 
Avhat  had  followed  ?  At  the  end  of  ten  months 
these  very  gentlemen  are  saying  that  the  resources 
of  the  country  remain  unimpaired — not  that  they 
have  been  retrieved,  not  that  they  are  re-established, 
but  that  they  remain  unimpaired  ;  that  is  to  say 
that  they  have  never  been  impaired.  It  was  cer¬ 
tainly  very  satisfactory  that  there  should  be  even 
this  stale  tribute  paid  to  those  Avho  had  been  for¬ 
merly  loaded  Avith  so  much  censure ;  but  surely  it 
AA'ould  be  too  much  to  expect  that  any  man  Avho 
had  folloAA’ed  the  footsteps  of  Pitt,  or  Avho  looked 
upon  the  name  of  that  minister  as  connected  Avith 
the  safety  and  glory  of  England,  could  pass  this 
part  of  his  majesty’s  speech  unnoticed.  Canning 
blamed  the  ministry  for  a  rapid  hostility  and  a  slow 
reconciliation  with  Prussia,  Avho,  unable  to  resist 
the  poAver  of  France,  had  encroached  upon  us  in 
Hanover.  He  said  truly  that  Bonaparte  had  made 
a  pretended  transfer  to  Prussia  of  the  hereditary 
dominions  of  our  king  solely  to  create  a  Avar  be¬ 
tween  the  tAvo  countries,  or  an  animosity  which 
would  prevent  or  delay  any  reconciliation  or  coa¬ 
lition  hetAveen  England  and  Prussia.  It  Avould  have 
been  Avise  to  have  overlooked  the  provocation,  or  to 
have  leaped  over  the  stumbling-block  AS’hich  the 
French  had  throAvn  in  our  Avay ;  and  certainly, 
Avhen  Prussia  Avas  assailed,  more  prompt  and  more 
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energetic  measures  ought  to  have  been  adopted  by 
ministers,  in  order  to  succour  her  and  sustain  her 
in  her  unequal  conflict.  In  the  opening  speech 
there  had  been  at  least  one  unpardonable  omission 
— not  a  Avord  had  been  said  about  the  battle  of 
Maida.  Canning  said  that  all  notice  of  the  Avar 
had  seemed  to  have  been  studiously  passed  over 
in  that  speech,  although  some  debts  of  gratitude 
surely  remained  to  be  paid.  To  the  records  of 
parliament  the  future  historian  Avould  look  for 
his  materials.  It  was  cruel  to  deprive  the  hero 
of  the  honourable  reward  of  his  military  achieve¬ 
ments  ;  it  was  disgraceful  that  government  should 
dislike  to  sprinkle  over  the  gloom  of  despondence 
Avith  some  of  those  achievements.  It  Avas  true, 
they  might  say,  that  those  achievements  were  not 
of  their  planning.  But  this  Avas  not  a  period  when 
party  feelings  should  Avithhold  a  glorious  incitement 
to  great  actions.  The  gallant  and  able  Sir  John 
Stuart  had  obtained  a  brilliant  victory  on  the  plains 
of  Maida,  over  a  French  army  superior  in  numbers. 
Why  had  there  been  no  allusion  made  to  it  ?  Lord 
Howick  replied  that  it  was  the  intention  of  Mr. 
Windham  to  move  very  shortly  for  a  vote  of  thanks 
to  Sir  John  Stuart  and  the  officers  Avho  had  dis¬ 
tinguished  themselves  in  that  action  ;  hut  this  in¬ 
tention  ought  not  to  have  excluded  all  allusion  to 
the  subject  in  the  speech  from  the  throne.  Un¬ 
fortunately  for  his  case,  Canning  coupled  Avith  the 
battle  of  Maida  the  expedition  under  Sir  Home 
Popham  and  General  Beresford  against  the  Spanish 
settlement  of  Buenos  Ayres.  Upon  this  point 
Lord  Howick  Avas  enabled  to  meet  him  with  a 
startling  exhibition  of  Popham’s  rashness  and  dis¬ 
obedience  of  orders.  His  lordship  declared  that 
he  Avas  one  of  those  who  had  advised  the  imme¬ 
diate  recall  of  that  expedition ;  but  so  also  had 
he  been  one  of  the  cabinet  Avhich  had  yielded 
to  the  popular  enthusiasm  and  folly,  and  had  sent 
out  reinforcements  to  South  America  as  soon  as  it 
was  knoAvn  that  the  countermanded  expedition  had 
succeeded  in  capturing  Buenos  Ayres.  For  the 
appointment  of  General  Whitelocke,  for  the  mad 
expeditions,  and  for  the  disgraceful  reverses  in 
South  America  in  180*7,  Howick  and  his  colleagues 
Avere  also  responsible  ;  for  the  appointment  and  the 
expeditions  Avere  made  under  their  administration. 
Canning  proposed  to  substitute  an  entirely  new 
address  for  the  address  before  the  House ;  but  he 
did  not  press  the  matter  to  a  division ;  and  the 
original  addresses  were  passed  in  both  Houses 
without  any  division. 

On  the  22nd  of  December,  Lord  Grenville  pre¬ 
sented  to  the  House  of  Lords  the  papers  relating 
to  the  late  negotiations  with  Bonaparte.  On  the 
same  day  the  thanks  of  both  Houses  Avere  voted 
to  Major-General  Sir  John  Stuart,  to  Brigadier- 
General  LoAvry  Cole,  to  Brigadier-General  W.  1). 
Ackland,  to  the  officers  under  their  command, 
and  to  the  non-commissioned  officers  and  pri¬ 
vate  soldiers  for  their  bravery  and  good  conduct. 
If  the  French  made  too  much  of  their  victories, 
Ave  certainly  made  too  little  of  ours.  “  All  the 
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Talents”  continued  to  act  as  though  they  were 
ashamed  of  the  glory  of  our  arms;  nor  did  the 
orators  in  opposition  to  them  exert  any  extra 
spirit,  or  display  any  superior  eloquence  on  this 
occasion.  Except  Windham,  who  spoke  out  like 
an  Englishman,  all  the  cabinet  seem  to  have 
been  as  cool  as  if  they  had  been  discussing  a  beer- 
bill  or  a  ])ig-iron  duty.  In  praising  the  heroes  of 
Maida,  Windham  said  “  he  praised  them  with  his 
w'hole  heart :  he  praised  them  also  with  his  under¬ 
standing.”  Maida,  he  said,  might  be  put  upon  a 
level  with  Crccy,  Poictiers,  and  Azincourt.  It  had 
dissolved  a  spell :  it  had  been  obtained  in  the  face 
of  Europe  :  it  had  proved  to  the  world,  in  a  man¬ 
ner  not  to  be  concealed  or  disguised,  that  French 
troops  are  inferior  to  British  troops.  The  events 
of  the  late  war  on  the  continent  had  contributed  to 
foster  the  dangerous  l)elief  that  the  French  w'ere 
invincible;  and  they  had  conquered  chiefly  because 
it  was  thought  by  the  armies  opposed  to  them  that 
they  must  conquer.  If  England  did  nothing  but 
destroy  this  spell,  the  battle  of  Maida  was  worth 
ten  times  the  exertion  and  the  sacrifices  it  had  cost 
us.  Nothing  could  be  more  important  to  the  na¬ 
tion  than  to  keep  up  a  high  character  for  military 
spirit.  Without  that  spirit  no  nation  would  long 
preserve  its  character  and  independence.  The 
glory  which  had  been  acquired  by  the  battle  of 
Maida  was  of  infinitely  greater  importance  than 
any  immediate  benefit  which  could  possibly  result 
from  it  or  from  any  other  action.  This  it  was  that 
would  carry  the  clfect  of  the  brilliant  exploit 
beyond  the  single  instance,  by  restoring  the  military 
renown  of  this  country.  He  who  gave  real  glory 
to  his  country  gave  that  which  was  more  valuable 
to  it  than  any  acquisition  of  territory  whatever. 
Glory  w’as  not  to  be  taken  away  by  time  or  accident. 
Ships,  territories,  colonies,  might  be  taken  from  a 
country,  but  the  mode  of  acquiring  them  could 
never  be  forgotten.  The  acquisitions  that  were 
the  consequence  of  the  glorious  days  of  Crecy  and 
Poictiers  had  long  since  passed  into  other  hands  ; 
but  the  glory  still  remained  adhering  to  the  British 
name,  and  was  immortal.  It  was  that  fine  extract, 
that  pure  essence,  which  endured  to  all  ages ;  whilst 
the  residuum,  the  grosser  ])arts,  passed  away,  and 
were  lost  in  the  course  of  time  !  A  few  such  notes 
on  the  war-trumpet  were  wanted  to  rouse  the  House 
and  thrill  the  country.  Lord  Castlereagh,  who  in  a 
short  time  became  entitled  to  a  large  portion  of  the 
merit  of  introducing  a  bolder  martial  policy  and  a 
more  extensive  system  of  operations,  censured 
ministers  for  the  general  torpor  which  pervaded 
nearly  every  branch  of  the  army  since  their  ac¬ 
cession  to  office,  and  for  sending  only  three  regi¬ 
ments  of  the  line  up  the  Mediterranean  t(j  reinforce 
Sir  .lohn  Stuart — tliree  regiments  wdiich  liad  ar¬ 
rived  just  in  time  to  see  our  gallant  troops  aban¬ 
doning  the  brave  and  loyal  Calabrians,  to  whom  our 
brave  commander  had  ])romised  every  assistance. 

A.  n.  1807.  On  the  2nd  of  January,  when  i)ar- 
liament  re-asscmblcd  after  the  Christmas  recess. 
Lord  Grenville  in  the  Upper  House  opened  the  con¬ 
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sideration  of  the  late  negotiation  with  France.  His 
lordship  was  of  opinion  that  the  only  proper  basis 
of  a  peace  between  the  two  countries  was  that  of 
actual  possession,  or  the  iiti  yossidetis  principle ; 
but  that,  though  this  was  the  proper  basis,  it  did  not 
follow'  that  negotiation  must  necessarily  exclude  the 
discussion  of  equivalents,  to  be  given  for  certain 
cessions  to  be  agreed  on,  which  was  the  more  ne¬ 
cessary  when  it  involved  the  interests  of  our  allies. 
These  allies  he  divided  into  two  classes  ;  those  to 
whom  we  were  bound  by  actual  treaty,  and  those 
who  had  a  claim  upon  us  through  circumstances 
which  had  occurred  during  the  wdir.  Of  the  for¬ 
mer  class  of  our  allies  were  Sweden  and  Portugal; 
of  the  latter,  Naples  and  Hanover.  With  respect 
to  the  two  first,  nothing  more  was  required  than 
to  guarantee  them  their  state  of  actual  possession, 
for  they  had  not  yet  been  invaded  by  the  French. 
But  the  King  of  Naples  stood  in  a  very  different 
situation.  He  had  been  deprived  of  all  his  dominions 
on  the  continent ;  and  his  lordship  had  no  liesitation 
in  saying,  that  he  would  have  consented  to  Eng¬ 
land’s  making  great  sacrifices  in  order  to  procure 
the  restoration  of  the  kingdom  of  Najjles  to  Ferdi¬ 
nand  IV.  But  no  amount  of  sacrifice  that  England 
could  possibly  make  would  have  been  considered 
by  Bonaparte  as  an  equivalent  for  tlie  restoration 
of  that  kingdom.  Sicily  still  remained  in  possession 
of  the  unfortunate  Bourbon  king,  or  rather  in  pos¬ 
session  of  a  brave  British  army.  That  army  had 
entered  the  island  with  the  consent  of  Ferdinand, 
who  had  received  them  in  the  full  confidence  that 
they  would  defend  it  gallantly,  and  never  give  it  up 
to  the  enemy.  Yet  France  had  required  that  we 
should  give  up  Sicily  to  Josc])h  Bonaparte,  to  be 
re-annexed  to  the  kingdom  of  Naples,  on  the  throne 
of  which  he  was  now  seated.  But  would  it  not 
have  been  an  indelible  disgrace  to  this  country  to 
have  given  up  Sicily  for  any  equivalent  or  consider¬ 
ation  whatsoever?  It  was  not  ours  to  give  :  it  was 
not  for  us  to  barter  it  away  for  any  equivalent  with¬ 
out  the  consent  of  the  sovereign.  As  to  Hanover, 
it  was  sacrificed  to  injustice  on  the  part  of  France, 
for  the  exjiress  purpose  of  injuring  this  country. 
Would  it  not  therefore  be  disgraceful  not  to  insist 
on  the  restoration  of  Hanover  to  its  sovereign,  from 
whom  it  had  been  taken  solely  on  account  of  its 
connexion  with  this  country  ?  Ministers  had  there¬ 
fore  insisted  upon  the  restoration  of  Hanover  as  an 
indispensable  jireliminary.  The  princii'le  on  which 
they  had  acted  during  the  whole  of  Lord  Yarmouth’s 
and  Lord  Lauderdale’s  negotiations  was  that  of 
good  faith  to  our  allies  :  the  principle  on  which  the 
French  government  had  acted  was  to  effect  a  sejia- 
ration  between  us  and  our  allies  :  this  clearly  a])- 
[leared  in  the  negotiation  from  first  to  last.  His 
lordship  mentioned  the  Confederation  of  the  Rhine, 
the  formation  of  which  was  made  public  while  we 
were  negotiating,  as  cause  sufficient  to  preclude  all 
hope  of  peace.  These,  in  every  particular,  were 
the  sentiments  of  Fox,  so  that  a  just  opinion  may 
be  formed  of  the  notion  that  if  he  had  but  lived  the 
war  would  have  been  ended.  Grenville  concluded 
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by  moving  an  address  to  the  king  to  express  their 
lordships’  approbation  of  the  attempts  his  majesty 
had  made  to  restore  the  blessings  of  peace,  and 
their  determination  to  support  him  in  such  mea¬ 
sures  as  might  yet  be  found  necessary,  either  for 
the  restoration  of  peace,  or  the  vigorous  prosecution 
of  the  war.  A  motion  to  the  same  effect  was  made 
in  the  Commons  by  Lord  Howick,  who  had  pre¬ 
sented  copies  of  the  papers  relative  to  the  late 
diplomacy.  In  both  Houses  the  motion  was  carried 
unanimously  and  cordially ;  but  in  each  there  were 
long  debates,  turning  chiefly  upon  the  comparative 
merits  or  demerits  of  the  foreign  policy  of  the  late 
and  present  ministries.  In  the  Upper  House,  Lord 
Eldon  said,  that  he  could  not  lament  the  failure  of 
a  pacific  adjustment  with  an  enemy  whose  aggres¬ 
sions  in  a  time  of  peace  were  quite  as  dangerous  and 
extreme  as  his  operations  in  war ;  but  that  he  must 
regret  that  England  had  humiliated  herself,  and 
that  her  ambassador  Lord  Lauderdale  had  put  up 
with  the  most  base  and  injurious  calumnies.  In 
the  Commons  Mr.  Montagu  said  that,  though  Fox 
had  at  last  exposed  the  sophistry  of  Talleyrand  in 
a  clear  and  manly  manner,  he  had  at  first  given 
that  wily  politician  an  advantage  over  him  by  his 
glancings  and  oglings  at  peace.  He  did  not  like 
that  Fox,  in  addressing  Talleyrand,  should  have 
subscribed  himself  “with  perfect  attachment;” 
he  did  not  like  Fox’s  appointing  such  men  as  Lord 
Yarmouth  and  Lord  Lauderdale  to  conduct  the 
most  difficult  and  most  important  of  negotiations. 
Lord  Yarmouth  was  wholly  unaccustomed  to  diplo¬ 
macy,  was  a  prisoner  in  France,  and  had  then 
hopes  of  freedom  only  through  the  medium  of 
peace.  As  for  the  other  noble  lord,  from  his  once 
close  intimacy  with  the  Girondists,  wlio  had  put 
their  king  to  death,  and  from  the  patience  with 
which  he  had  listened  wfithin  the  walls  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Assembly  to  the  projects  for  the  destruction 
of  England,  he  could  not  think  him  a  fit  person  to 
be  charged  with  the  interests  and  honour  of  his 
country  !  Whitbread  alone,  in  the  teeth  of  all 
evidence  to  the  contrary,  boldly  and  broadly  main¬ 
tained  that  Bonaparte  and  bis  ministers  were  sin¬ 
cere  in  their  wishes  for  peace  ;  that  an  opportunity 
had  been  lost  of  making  peace  on  honourable  and 
advantageous  terms ;  that  the  negotiations  had 
been  broken  off  prematurely  and  unnecessarily ; 
and  that,  if  Fox  had  not  fallen  ill  and  died,  they 
would  have  been  brought  to  the  happy  conclusion 
of  an  enduring  peace ! 

As  by  the  admission  of  all  parties  war  must  now 
continue,  efforts  were  necessary  (and  efforts  far 
greater  than  any  that  were  made  in  this  session  of 
parliament,  or  by  this  ministry),  to  give  an  increase 
of  power  and  a  proper  direction  to  our  military 
forces.  Some  additional  extra  grants  were  voted 
to  the  ordnance  department ;  but  this  money  ap¬ 
pears  to  have  been  nearly  all  spent  in  martello 
towers  and  other  absurd  home  fortifications. 
Windham,  who  continued  secretary-at-war,  in  pre¬ 
senting  the  army  estimates,  congratulated  the 
country  on  a  slight  increase  of  force,  with  a  slight 


decrease  of  expense.  He  stated  the  number  of 
men  under  arms  (including  21,473  foreigners  in 
British  pay,  25,000  men  employed  in  India, 
79,153  in  the  'West  Indian  plantations,  &c. 
&c.,  and  94,200  embodied  militia  and  fenci- 
bles,  but  excluding  the  volunteer  corps),  at  the 
grand  total  of  334,000.  He  affirmed  that  the 
system  of  training  was  going  on  steadily  in  all 
parts  of  the  country;  and  that,  though  11,480  vo¬ 
lunteers  had  retired,  in  discontent  at  the  changes 
made  last  year,  there  still  remained  363,400  !  Lord 
Castlereagh,  in  answering  Windham,  reduced  the 
first  of  these  high  numbers  from  334,000  to  an 
effective,  actual  force  of  260,500,  and  he  also 
made  a  considerable  reduction  in  the  number  of 
volunteers  actually  armed  and  regimented.  But 
after  every  fair  deduction  there  remained  an  enor¬ 
mous  force,  out  of  which  40,000  or  50,000  men 
might  have  been  spared  for  any  great  enterprise 
on  the  Continent.  Since  the  battle  of  Trafalgar 
there  was  no  fear  of  invasion;  a  large  portion  of 
our  militia  was  by  this  time  all  but  equal  to  troops 
of  the  line;  and,  not  to  rank  our  volunteer  corj)s 
higher  than  the  French  national  guards,  they  were 
quite  equal  to  put  down  any  disorders  at  home,  and 
to  repel  any  petty  landing,  if  such  a  thing  should 
be  attempted,  which  was  altogether  improbable. 
If  30,000  or  40,000  native  British  troops  had 
been  carried  to  the  mouth  of  the  Vistula  and  landed 
at  Dantzic  in  the  preceding  autumn,  the  French 
would  not  have  captured  that  most  important  place, 
nor  would  the  Russians  have  been  nearly  defeated 
at  Eylau,  as  they  were  a  few  days  after  this  display 
of  our  forces  was  made  in  parliament.  There  was, 
too,  at  this  moment  a  greater  facility  than  there 
had  been  of  raising  first-rate  recruits  in  England ; 
for,  although  Lord  Castlereagh  and  others  attempted 
to  prove  the  contrary,  Windham’s  new  regulations 
and  the  limited  service  were  working  very  well. 
The  improvement  in  the  condition  of  the  common 
soldier  had  made  an  army  life  more  acceptable  to 
the  people;  a  greater  number  of  recruits  had  been 
raised  at  a  lower  bounty  than  formerly,  and  there 
had  been  a  great  diminution  of  desertion. 

The  most  liberal  supplies  were  voted.  The  sum 
of  11,305,387/.  was  devoted  to  the  regular  army, 
including  pensions,  half-pay,  the  Military  College, 
the  military  hospitals,  &c.  The  sum  of  4,203,327/. 
w'as  devoted  to  the  militia,  fencible  corps,  volun¬ 
teers,  &c.  The  ordnance  had  3,321,216/.  At  first 
the  number  of  men  to  be  employed  for  the  sea 
service  for  the  year  1807,  including  29,000  ma¬ 
rines,  was  fixed  at  120,000  men ;  but  to  this  num¬ 
ber  were  almost  immediately  added  7600  sailors 
and  2400  more  marines.  The  total  of  the  money 
devoted  to  the  navy  for  the  year  was  17,400,337/. 

The  commission  of  military  inquiry  which  had 
been  appointed  under  the  administration  of  Pitt, 
and  renewed  under  the  present  administration,  had 
brought  to  light  abuses  of  very  great  magnitude  in 
the  barrack  department.  It  appeared  that  General 
Delancey,  barrack-master-general,  had  been  in  the 
habit  of  drawing,  through  the  medium  of  Mr. 
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Greenwood,  the  army  agent,  immense  sums  of  the 
])ublic  money  long  before  they  were  wanted  ;  and 
that  in  a  part  only  of  his  accounts  (there  had  not 
been  time  for  examining  the  whole)  overcliarges 
and  misstatements  had  been  detected  to  the  amount 
of  90,000/.  Thus  much  the  commission  of  in¬ 
quiry  had  reported  in  the  preceding  session.  But 
they  now  reported  that  there  was  fraudulent  league 
and  collusion  between  General  Delancey  and  Mr. 
Alexander  Davison,  banker,  and  colonel  of  a  regiment 
of  volunteers.  Davison,  who  had  been  tried  in  1804 
for  bribery  at  elections,  and  imprisoned  for  that 
offence,*  soon  after  his  coming  out  of  prison  had 
been  made,  by  Pitt’s  administration,  in  whose 
behalf  the  bribery  had  been  exercised,  treasurer  of 
the  ordnance,  in  which  capacity  he  had  annually 
had  the  handling  of  from  3,000,000/.  to  4,000,000/. 
of  the  public  money.  The  commissioners  of  inquiry 
stated  that,  in  consequence  of  a  bargain  with  De¬ 
lancey,  the  barrack-master-general,  Davison  was  to 
receive  a  commission  of  two  and  a  half  per  cent, 
for  supplying  the  articles  of  beds,  sheets,  blankets, 
towels,  candles,  beer,  forage,  &c. ;  but  that,  as  to 
coals,  he  was  to  supply  them  as  a  merchant ;  that 
the  said  Davison  injured  the  public  iu  a  twofold 
manner — first,  by  following  the  example  of  Delan¬ 
cey  in  drawing  immense  sums  of  money  before 
they  were  expended  by  him  for  the  public  service 
(they  said  he  had  always  in  hand  a  million  or  more 
of  the  public  money,  of  the  interest  of  which  he 
deprived  the  public) ;  secondly,  in  the  price  of  the 
articles  he  furnished.  The  report  passed  over  the 
beds,  sheets,  blankets,  and  the  other  articles  which 
had  been  furnished  on  commission,  as  the  commis¬ 
sioners  said  they  had  not  found  any  means  of 
detecting  the  frauds  practised  in  those  articles  ; 
but  it  fastened  upon  the  coals,  wuth  respect  to 
which  ample  means  of  detection  had  been  found. 
According  to  his  bargain  with  Delancey,  Davison 
was  to  produce  certificates  that  his  prices  for  coals 
were  the  fair  wholesale  prices,  and  these  certificates 
were  to  be  signed  by  persons  of  the  most  perfect 
respectability.  But  it  appeared  that  Delancey  had 
never  made  any  inquiry  as  to  the  character  of 
the  men  who  signed  Davison’s  certificates  ;  and 
that  one  of  Davison’s  chief  certificate -signers,  a 
Mr.  George  Richard  Walker,  had  been  a  dealer  in 
coals  himself,  had  also  been  Davison’s  agent  in 
supplying  candles,  had  had  a  direct  interest  in 
certifying  high  prices,  and  had  since  then  been 
convicted  of  forgery  and  executed.  The  report 
went  on  to  state  that,  being  under  no  check  or 
control,  the  said  Alexander  Davison  had  carried  on 
his  tricks  iu  the  most  daring  manner ;  that  in  sup¬ 
plying  coals  he  had  made  a  gain  of  30/.  in  every 
100/.  by  the  difference  of  price  and  measure  alone ; 
that  he  was  bound  to  make  the  deliveries  in  the 
most  favourable  seasons,  instead  of  Avhich  he  had 
made  almost  the  whole  of  them  in  winter,  when 

«  Alexindcr  navison.  Ksq.,  lh«n  descriliml  as  "  the  opiileiit  hanker 
find  contractor,"  John  White  I’arsons,  and  Thomas  Iloppint;,  fjen- 
tleraen,  were  seulenced,  in  tlii‘  niontli  of  April,  1801.  by  the  Conit  of 
Kin;;'a  Bench,  for  grots  bribery  and  corruption  at  tliu  late  Ilchestei 
election,  to  twelve  months’  eonlineracnt  iu  the  .Marshalsea  prison. 
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coals  were  dearest,  though  he  had  always  bought 
them  at  the  seasons  when  coals  were  cheapest ; 
and  that,  too,  through  the  most  shameful  and  cul¬ 
pable  inattention,  if  not  by  the  connivance,  of 
General  Delancey.  By  this  profitable  trade  in 
coals,  by  contracts  with  government  for  other  ar¬ 
ticles,  and  by  his  very  profitable  system  of  bank¬ 
ing,  this  Davison  had  been  enabled  fur  some  years 
past  to  live  in  a  style  of  high  splendour  and  mag¬ 
nificence.  He  was  a  buyer  of  estates,  the  pur¬ 
chaser  of  the  most  valuable  pietures,  the  giver  of 
the  best  dinners  and  the  most  gorgeous  entertain¬ 
ments ;  he  counted  the  Prince  of  Wales  and  other 
royal  personages  among  his  occasional  guests;  and 
many  of  the  nobility  were  his  frequent  inmates. 
It  would  have  been  but  an  irritating  process  to 
compare  the  sumptuousness  of  this  army  con¬ 
tractor’s  table,  and  the  splendour  of  his  town  man¬ 
sion  and  villas,  with  the  sordidness  and  nakedness 
of  many  of  the  poor  soldiers’  barracks!  The 
country  paid  enough  to  furnish  the  soldiery  with 
the  very  best  food,  and  with  nearly  every  comfort 
compatible  with  their  condition  ;  but  these  scoun¬ 
drel  contractors  gorged  upon  the  liberality  of  the 
nation.  The  same  accursed  practices  obtained  in 
the  navy ;  and,  though  lessened,  they  were  not  de¬ 
stroyed  by  the  measures  which  followed  the  muti¬ 
nies  of  our  fleets. 

Lord  .Archibald  Hamilton  had  intended  to  move 
that  the  attorney-general  should  be  instructed  to 
proceed  by  due  course  of  law  against  Davison  ; 
but,  learning  that  the  business  was  in  the  hands  of 
the  treasury,  he  dropped  his  intention,  saying, 
however,  that  it  was  not  very  creditable  to  the  go¬ 
vernment  to  have  suffered  the  matter  to  remain 
so  long  unnoticed.  Lord  Henry  Petty  said  that 
the  affair  was  properly  put  into  the  hands  of  the 
treasury ;  that  Davison,  aYter  long  delays,  had  de¬ 
clared  ids  readiness  to  give  such  information  as  to 
his  cash  account  as  he  could  give;  stating,  at  the 
same  time,  that  his  government  account  was  so 
mixed  with  other  accounts  that  it  was  impossible 
he  could  give  a  clear  view  of  it.  His  lordship  did 
not  hold  himself  competent  to  say  whether  there 
was  any  evidence  on  which  to  found  a  criminal 
prosecution  ;  but,  if  such  evidence  should  be  pro¬ 
duced,  the  attorney  and  solicitor-generals  would 
certainly  be  instructed  by  the  lords  of  the  trea¬ 
sury  to  institute  proceedings  upon  it.  The  com¬ 
missioners  of  inquiry  had  already,  bv  direction  of 
the  treasury,  jieremptorily  called  upon  Davison 
for  his  cash  account,  and  measures  had  already 
been  taken  for  the  recovery  of  the  sums  due. 

The  lawyers  were  very  soon  let  loose  upon  the 
prince  of  contractors ;  and  in  the  course  of  the 
following  year  they  hunted  him  down  and  into  a 
prison.  Judgment  was  not  given  in  the  Court  of 
King’s  Bench  until  the  month  of  April,  1809. 
The  attorney-general  then  stated  that  Davison  had 
])aid  into  the  exchequer  18,183/.  13^.  It/.,  being 
the  amount  of  the  commission  which  he  had  re¬ 
ceived  as  agent  for  government  upon  the  contracts. 
Justice  Grose  said  that  this  was  by  no  means  a 
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sufficient  expiation  of  his  offence :  he  was  not  I 
merely  a  debtor  to  the  public  in  a  pecuniary,  but  j 
also  in  a  moral  sense  :  the  precedent  of  his  case 
would  be  hurtful  to  the  public,  unless  marked  by  I 
the  censure  of  the  court ;  and  therefore  the  court, 
considering  the  sum  which  he  had  remitted  to 
government,  the  imprisonment  he  had  already 
suffered,  and  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  did 
order  and  adjudge  that  he  should  be  further  im¬ 
prisoned  in  his  majesty’s  gaol  of  Newgate  for 
twenty-one  calendar  months. 

In  the  course  of  the  present  session  other  frauds 
connected  with  the  barrack  department  were  dis¬ 
covered,  and  properly  exposed ;  but  still  sufficient 
checks  Avere  not  put  to  their  recurrence.  As  in 
other  departments,  the  capital  fault  lay  in  appoint¬ 
ing  to  the  superior  offices  men  of  rank  and  fashion, 
who,  being  above  their  duties,  and  ignorant  of  de¬ 
tails,  trusted  to  contractors  and  underlings,  Avho 
robbed  the  country  and  disgraced  their  principals. 
There  was  most  rarely,  if  ever,  any  connivance  be¬ 
tween  the  heads  of  the  departments  and  the  plun¬ 
derers  ;  but  there  was  shameful  negligence,  and 
very  often  a  total  incompetence,  in  the  chiefs. 

On  the  29th  of  January,  Lord  Henry  Petty,  as 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  submitted  to  the  House 
an  estimate  of  the  supplies  required  for  the  vear, 
and  of  the  ways  and  means  by  which  he  proposed 
to  meet  an  expenditure  calculated  at  a  grand  total 
of  45,841,340/.;  being  40,527,065/.  for  Great 
Britain,  and  5,314,275/.  for  Ireland.  He  at  the 
same  time  announced  his  new'  plan  of  finance,  an 
account  of  which  Avill  be  given  in  a  subsequent 
chapter. 

Wilberforce,  as  we  have  seen,  had  placed  his 
main  dependence  upon  Fox,  but  the  death  of  that 
minister  seems  to  have  o'lven  additional  zeal  to 
Lord  Grenville  for  the  abolition  of  negro  slavery. 
Shortly  before  the  meeting  of  Parliament,  Gren¬ 
ville  wrote  to  Wilberforce,  that  his  idea  was  to 
present  to  the  House  of  Lords,  on  one  of  the  first 
days  of  meeting,  a  Bill  simply  abolishing  the  Trade, 
and  declaring  the  being  engaged  in  it  to  be  a  mis¬ 
demeanour  punishable  at  law.  His  lordship  asked 
Wilberforce  whether  the  subject  should  be  entered 
upon  at  the  same  time  in  the  House  of  Commons  ? 
He  rather  thought  Yes,  but  wished  Wilberforce  to 
decide.  Lord  Holland  confidentially  informed  the 
leader  of  the  abolitionists  that  in  a  proposed  treaty 
with  the  United  States  an  international  condemna¬ 
tion  of  the  slave  trade  Avas  already  contemplated. 
Mr.  Brougham,  who  had  been  exceedingly  zealous 
and  active  in  the  cause,  and  Avho  had  been,  on  the 
accession  of  “  All  the  Talents  ”  ministry,  appointed 
envoy  to  the  court  of  Lisbon,  held  out  good  hopes 
that  Portugal,  which  Avith  the  United  States  was 
noAv  the  only  power  that  could  carry  on  the  slave 
trade  to  any  extent,  might  be  induced  to  follow  the 
example  of  her  ally  England.  Sidmouth  and 
Ellenborough,  two  members  of  the  cabinet,  conti¬ 
nued  in  their  anti-abolitionism  :  the  dukes  of  Cla¬ 
rence  and  of  Sussex  declared  openly  against  the 
bill,  speaking,  as  it  AN-as  understood,  the  sentiments 
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of  all  the  royal  family.  “  The  Princes,”  adds 
Wilberforce,  “ are  canvassing  against  us,  alas!” 
Grenville  told  him  that  he  could  not  count  on  more 
than  fifty-six  peers,  although  he  had  taken  great 
pains,  had  written  letters,  &c.* 

As  early  as  the  2nd  of  January  Lord  Grenville 
brought  into  the  House  of  Lords  his  Bill  for  abo*- 
lishing  the  Slave  Trade.  Lord  Eldon,  the  ex¬ 
chancellor,  Avho  must  have  known  by  this  time  that 
his  ex  Avould  soon  be  dropped,  Avished  to  know 
whether  the  bill  Avas  meant  to  extend  to  both  the 
West  Indies  and  the  coast  of  Africa,  or  Avhether  it 
Avas  the  African  slave  trade  only  that  Avas  to  be 
abolished  ?  Lord  Grenville  said  distinctly  that  the 
bill  extended  to  the  African  trade  onhj.  Eldon 
then  remarked  that,  if  their  lordships  consented  to 
put  an  end  to  the  trade  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  the 
application  of  the  same  principle  Avould  compel 
them  to  extend  the  abolition  to  the  West  Indian 
islands.  The  bill  Avas  read  a  first  time  and  printed. 

On  the  12th  of  January,  in  moving  that  the  5th 
of  February  should  be  appointed  for  the  second 
reading  of  the  bill.  Lord  Grenville,  in  reply  to 
some  questions  put  by  Lord  HaAvkesbury,  spoke  as 
if  foreign  pow'ers  Avould  unite  with  us  in  our  phi¬ 
lanthropic  design  :  he  declared  that  during  the  late 
negotiations  Avith  France  communications  had  taken 
place  on  this  subject ;  and  he  added  that  commu¬ 
nications  respecting  the  slave  trade  had  passed 
betw'een  the  plenipotentiaries  of  this  country  and 
the  United  States  of  America,  and  that  an  agree¬ 
ment  upon  the  subject  actually  formed  one  of  the 
articles  of  the  treaty  Avhich  had  now  been  signed 
by  one  of  those  plenipotentiaries. 

Between  the  first  and  second  reading  counsel 
Avere  heard  at  the  bar  of  the  House  of  Lords  in 
behalf  of  the  West  Indian  merchants,  the  planters 
of  Jamaica  and  Trinidad,  the  merchants  of  Liver¬ 
pool,  the  corporation  of  Liverpool,  and  the  trustees 
of  the  docks  of  that  port,  who  all  IbresaAV  nothing 
but  ruin  from  the  abolition  of  the  African  trade. 
On  the  appointed  day  for  the  second  reading  Lord 
Grenville  made  a  memorable  speech — repeating  in 
a  striking  manner  nearly  all  the  arguments  and 
appeals  to  the  feelings  which  had  ever  been 
used  on  this  long-debated  question.  He  Avas 
Avarmly  supported  by  the  Duke  of  Gloucester,  the 
Earl  of  Selkirk,  Lord  King,  the  Earl  of  Rosslyn, 
Lord  Northesk,  the  Bishop  of  Durham,  Lord  FIol- 
land,  the  Earl  of  Suffolk,  and  Lord  Moira;  and  as 
warmly  opposed  by  the  Duke  of  Clarence,  the 
Earl  of  Morton,  the  Earl  of  Westmoreland,  Lords 
Sidmouth,  Eldon,  Hawkesbury,  and  St.  Vincent.f 
Yet  it  should  really  seem  that  the  opposition  of 
several  of  these  peers  Avas  rather  to  the  time  and 
manner  of  carrying  the  abolition  into  effect  than  to 

*  AA'ilberforce,  Diary  and  I.ife. 

f  AVilberforce’s  dottinj's  in  his  Diary  about  tiiis  debate  arc  not  very 
complimentary  or  charitable  to  some  of  his  opponents  : — “  Grenville’s 
famous  speech.  Duke  of  Gloucester  hitthly  respectable,  Moira  and 
Holland  very  good.  If'estmoreland  out-blachguarding  the  binckyuard. 
Sidmouth  beyond  his  own  precedent  in  tilts  cause.  Lord  Selkirk 
sensible  and  well-principled.  Lord  Kosslyn  good  and  sensible. 
Lord  Eldon  humiiiaUng.  Clarence  worse  in  point  of  execution  than 
usual.” — Diary,  in  Li/e. 
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the  abolition  itself.  A  vast  body  of  the  mercan¬ 
tile  world,  and  the  West  Indian  planters  to  a  man, 
had  assured  them  that  a  fatal  effect  would  be  pro¬ 
duced  by  the  measure  upon  the  revenues  of  the 
country  at  a  moment  when  every  shilling  that  could 
possibly  be  raised  was  wanted ;  that  there  would 
be  a  sudden  stop  or  a  most  rapid  decline  in  the 
vast  resources  furnished  to  the  state  by  the  West 
India  islands ;  that  the  slaves  would  rush  into  insur¬ 
rection  on  learning  that  the  British  government 
and  legislature  had  reprobated  the  trade  and 
declared  it  to  be  unlawful,  for,  if  it  were  an  unlaw¬ 
ful  deed  now  to  import  negroes  from  Africa,  the  act 
must  have  been  equally  unjustifiable  and  detestable 
when  they  themselves,  or  those  who  bore  them,  had 
been  purchased  on  the  Guinea  coast  and  conveyed 
to  the  West  Indies.  Lord  Sidmouth  recommended, 
as  Burke  had  done  long  ago,  that  churches  should 
be  built  in  the  plantations  for  the  negroes,  and  that 
they  should  be  instructed  in  the  morality  and  faith 
of  Christians.  And  his  lordship  also  recommended 
the  institution  of  marriage  as  the  first  step  towards 
civilizing  the  slaves  and  improving  their  condition. 
With  these  advantages,  and  with  the  blessing  of 
being  protected  by  our  laws,  he  thought  the  time 
would  arrive  for  emancipating  them  entirely.  The 
debate  lasted  till  five  o’clock  in  the  morning, 
when  the  second  reading  of  the  bill  was  carried 
by  100  against  36.  The  Bishops  of  Durham  and 
London,  and  many  others,  shook  Wilberforce  by 
the  hand,  and  congratulated  him  on  his  triumph. 
On  the  third  reading  in  the  Lords  there  was  no 
division,  and  scarcely  any  opposition.  By  a  pro¬ 
viso,  introduced  by  Lord  Grenville  himself,  all 
slave- vessels,  which  should  have  cleared  out  of  this 
country  for  Africa  previously  to  the  1st  of  May, 
were  to  be  allowed  to  complete  their  cargoes  and 
trade  witli  them  to  the  West  Indies  till  the  Ist  of 
January,  1808,  at  which  time  all  such  traffic  from 
Africa  was  to  cease.  Thus,  after  all,  a  rush  was 
allowed  to  be  made  to  the  slave-market ;  and  far 
more  terrible  than  usual  must  have  been  the  means 
resorted  to  by  the  savage  African  tribes,  and  the 
native  slave-dealers,  to  supply  this  demand. 

Having  passed  the  House  of  Lords,  the  bill  was 
brought  down  to  the  Commons  on  the  10th  of 
February,  when  the  reading  w'as  moved  by  Lord 
Howick  in  an  eloquent  speech.  Wilberforce  had 
counted  “a  terrible  list  of  doubters;”  but  except 
Mr.  George  Hibbert,  who  complained  that  parlia¬ 
ment  was  yielding  to  popular  prejudice,  enthusiasm, 
and  passion  ;  Captain  Herbert,  who  thought  that 
the  abolition  of  the  slave-trade  Avould  bring  ruin 
to  our  finances;  and  General  Gascoyne,  who  said 
that  every  measure  that  invention  or  artifice  could 
suggest  had  been  resorted  to,  in  order  to  keep  up 
the  j)o})ular  excitement,  and  that  the  pulpit,  the 
stage,  the  press,  had  all  laboured  to  create  a  pre¬ 
judice  against  the  slave-trade,  none  of  the  anti¬ 
abolitionists  a])oke,  and  the  first  reading  passed 
without  a  division.  Afterwards,  counsel  was  heard 
at  the  bar  against  the  abolition  as  in  the  other 
House  ;  but  an  absolute  negative  was  put  upon  the 
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demand  that  more  witnesses  should  be  examined. 
The  question  of  going  into  committee  was  carried 
at  four  o’clock  in  the  morning  of  the  24th  of  Feb¬ 
ruary,  by  283  against  16.  The  House  gave  Wil¬ 
berforce  three  cheers.  * 

It  had  been  considered  expedient  to  omit  the 
penalties  in  the  bill;  “but,”  says  Wilberforce, 
“the  division  of  last  night  has  quite  changed  the 
state  of  things,  and  it  is  highly  desirable  now'  to 
put  in  the  penalties.”  Lord  Grenville  also  wrote 
to  him,  “suggesting  the  expediency  of  taking  ad¬ 
vantage  of  their  present  strength  to  render  the 
bill  as  perfect  as  possible,  and  desiring  to  see  the 
penal  clauses  prepared.”  The  clauses  were  rapidly 
prepared,  declaring,  according  to  the  original  in¬ 
tention  of  Lord  Grenville,  that  to  engage  in  the 
slave-trade  after  the  time  fixed,  would  be  a  misde¬ 
meanour  punishable  at  law ;  and  they  were  in¬ 
serted,  with  other  amendments.  But  Wilberforce’s 
joy  was  clouded  by  indications  of  great  changes  in 
the  political  atmosphere :  he  saw  that  Lord  Gren¬ 
ville  and  his  colleagues  were  inevitably  going  out 
of  office,  and  that  their  adversaries  were  as  surely 
coming  in — the  cup  was  at  his  lip,  but  he  appre¬ 
hended  it  yet  might  be  dashed  to  the  ground  by 
the  Sidmouths,  the  Eldons,  and  the  other  decided 
anti-aholitionists.  Yet,  as  far  as  in  them  lay,  on  the 
one  great  point  (assumed,  though  perhaps  incor¬ 
rectly,  as  the  sole  cause  of  the  fall  of  the  present  mi¬ 
nistry),  Wilberforce  and  his  friends  in  parliament 
had  aided  the  tripping  up  the  heels  of  the  ministers 
who  had  gone  so  heartily  along  with  them  in  their 
grand  measure.  While  the  last  touches  were  being  put 
to  the  Abolition  Bill,  Wilberforce  declared  that  his 
religious  principles,  his  conscience,  would  not  per¬ 
mit  him  to  encourage  popery  ;  and,  on  the  4th  of 
March,  when  ministers  proposed  giving  an  increased 
grant  to  the  Roman  Catholic  College  at  Maynooth, 
he  voted  and  spoke  against  them,  and  thus  fanned 
the  flames  of  intolerance  that  were  kindling  all  over 
the  country.  This  open  opposition,  however,  pro¬ 
duced  no  change  in  the  cabinet  as  to  Wilberforce’s 
great  question.  On  the  16th  of  March  the  Aboli¬ 
tion  Bill  was  read  the  third  time  in  the  Commons ; 
and  on  the  ISth  it  was  carried  back  in  its  amended 
state  to  the  Lords.  “  At  this  time,”  says  Wilber¬ 
force,  “  it  was  supposed  to  be  clear  that  govern¬ 
ment  was  out,  or  us  good  as  out.”  This  filled  him 
“  with  alarm  lest  the  bill  should  fall  through  be¬ 
tween  the  two  ministries,  neither  being  responsible, 
and  the  liill  perhaps  being  thrown  out  by  the  ab¬ 
sence  of  friends,  and  the  attendance  of  sturdy 
Africans  and  West  Indians,  the  princes  taking  the 
lead.”  He  appears  to  have  been  sadly  tossed  be¬ 
tween  pillar  and  post,  running  about  between  those 
who  were  going  out  and  those  who  were  coming 

•  When  the  House  rose,  John  And  Henry  Thornton,  Ueginahl 
Heber,  Miicaulay,  Sharpe,  and  otlier  friends,  went  over  toWilU*!- 
rorft*’s  hiuise  to  offer  their  enthusiastic  congralulutions  for  tliis  result 
of  the  ellbrts  and  toils  of  twenty  years.  It  was  a  tnumphanl  meelin^G 
“  Well,  Henry,”  said  Wilberforce  to  Thornton,  “  what  shall  we  auolisli 
next?”'  “  Tlie  lottery,  I  tldnk,”  said  Thornton.  ’  “  Iy(?t  us  make  out 
tin*  names  of  these  sixteen  nmereanti.  ,*  I  have  four  of  them.”  said  Wil¬ 
liam  Smitli.  *’  Never  miinl  the  miserable  16,”  stiid  Wilberforce  ;  “  let 
us  think  of  our  ijlorious  283  1” — Life,  hy  his 
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in,  imploring  here,  deprecating  there.  But,  to  his 
great  joy,  he  was  assured  by  Speneer  Perceval, 
whose  attachment  to  the  cause  was  above  all  doubt 
— as  was  also  the  fact  that  he  was  about  to  be 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer — that  Lords  Eldon 
and  Hawkesbury,  as  well  as  Lord  Castlereagh,  de¬ 
clared  that  now  they  would  lend  themselves  to  any 
thing  needful  for  giving  effect  to  the  measure. 
Perceval  also  said  that  he  would  write  to  the  Duke 
of  Cumberland,  the  king’s  confidant,  on  the  subject, 
and  take  it  upon  himself  to  be  the  leading  man  in 
the  abolition  business.  As  soon  as  Wilberforce 
received  these  assurances  from  Perceval  (with  whom 
he  closely  agreed  in  religious  sentiments  and  the 
decided  opposition  to  Catholic  emancipation),  he 
appears  to  have  cared  very  little  how  soon  the 
“Talents”  went  out,  and  their  adversaries  came 
in.  But  the  honour  of  passing  his  measure  was 
not  reserved  to  the  new  administration  :  the  Lords 
assented  to  the  amendments  on  the  23rd  of  March, 
and  on  the  25th  the  bill  received  the  royal  assent, 
Lord  Chancellor  Erskine,  and  Lords  Auckland  and 
Holland  being  the  royal  commissioners.  It  was  the 
last  act  of  the  Grenville  ministry.  The  day  after  Lord 
Grenville’s  bill  had  passed  in  the  Commons,  Lord 
Percy  moved  in  that  House  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
hill  for  the  r/raclual  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  West 
Indies.  Lord  Henry  Petty  deprecated  any  discussion 
of  this  subject  at  the  present  moment,  entreating 
Lord  Percy  most  earnestly  to  withdraw  his  motion, 
or  to  concur  in  the  previous  question  which  he 
should  feel  it  his  duty  to  move.  Sir  C.  Pole  was  glad 
the  motion  had  been  made,  as  it  would  open  the  eyes 
of  all  who  were  interested  in  the  West  India  Islands 
to  the  dangers  which  threatened  them.  If,  as  Lords 
Eldon,  Sidmouth,  and  Redesdale  had  seemed  to  re¬ 
commend,  abolition  and  emancipation  had  gone 
hand  in  hand  in  the  late  bill,  it  would  assuredly 
never  have  passed  either  House.  It  was  still  neces¬ 
sary  to  quiet  apprehensions,  which  at  the  time  of 
Lord  Percy’s  motion  might  have  been  raised  be¬ 
tween  the  adoption  of  the  amended  bill  by  the 
Lords  and  the  royal  assent.  Wilberforce  declared 
that  he  and  those  who  acted  with  him  were  satisfied 
with  having  gained  an  object  which  was  to  be  ob¬ 
tained  with  safety.  21ie  sole  'point  they  had  in 
view  was  the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade,  and  not 
the  emancipation  of  the  slaves.  The  enemies  of 
the  abolition  had  always  confounded  these  two 
objects;  the  friends  of  the  abolition  had  always 
distinguished  them.  After  these  words  from  Wil¬ 
berforce,  Mr.  Hibbert  said,  if  there  remained  a  ray 
of  hope  that  the  West  India  colonies  might  yet  be 
saved,  it  must  be  decidedly  shown  and  clearly  un¬ 
derstood  that  the  House  would  not  for  a  moment 
listen  to  any  proposal  for  emancipation.  But  She¬ 
ridan  expressed  a  great  desire  that  Lord  Percy 
should  persevere,  declaring  that  he  had  considered 
the  hill  just  passed  as  nothing  but  a  prelude  to  the 
ultimate  measure  of  emancipation.  This  appears 
to  have  grieved  and  perplexed  Wilberforce ;  but 
most  of  the  members  were  by  this  time  tired  of 
these  endless  discussions ;  there  was  a  very  thin 


attendance,  and  the  debate  was  cut  short  by  the 
House  being  counted  out,  some  one  looking  round 
and  finding  that  there  were  only  thirty-five  mem¬ 
bers  present. 

It  was,  as  we  have  intimated,  not  negro  but 
Catholic  emancipation  which  broke  up  the  cabinet. 
But  we  must  also  renew  the  expression  of  our 
doubt  whether  that  religious  question  would  have 
been  taken  up,  at  the  time  and  in  the  manner  it 
was,  if  ministers  had  not  found  that  the  ground 
was  sliding  away  under  their  feet,  that  the  aliena¬ 
tion  of  their  followers  was  increasing,  and  that  the 
popular  favour  upon  which  they  had  counted  seemed 
less  attainable  than  ever.  The  dissolution  and  the 
general  election  had  given  them  no  accession  of 
strength ;  they  could  command  no  great  majority, 
except  on  the  negro  slave  question,  and  even  there 
Wilberforce’s  friends  and  the  party  called  the  saints 
had  more  influence  than  ministers,  while  they  were 
hostile  to  ministers  on  almost  every  other  point. 
The  fault  may  not  have  been  all  their  own,  but 
“  All  the  Talents”  had  certainly  disappointed  the 
nation  at  large;  and  it  will  not  be  easy  to  find 
much  to  admire  either  in  their  conduct  of  the  war 
or  management  of  the  finances.  That  fatal  three- 
and-a-half  per  cent.  cla|)ped  on  the  income  and  pro¬ 
perty  tax  was  very  mischievous  to  them.  In  other 
quarters  their  untimely  parsimony  towards  Russia, 
and  the  now  fast-coming  news  of  defeats  and  losses 
sustained  by  the  forsaken  or  neglected  Czar,  created 
a  violent  ill-feeling  against  them.  Many,  even  of 
those  who  acknowledged  their  merits  in  other  re¬ 
spects,  were  of  opinion  that  they  had  been  clamour¬ 
ing  too  long  against  the  war  to  be  in  case  to  carry  on 
that  war  with  spirit— that  they  were  not  the  men 
to  fight  the  ship — and  they  had  proved,  to  a  de¬ 
monstration,  that  they  were  no  more  able  to  make 
peace  than  their  predecessors  had  been. 

Both  Fox  and  Grenville,  though  so  deeply 
pledged  to  the  Catholics,  had  accepted  office  with¬ 
out  making  any  stipulation  that  Catholic  emanci¬ 
pation,  or  some  entensive  concession  tending  to 
that  point,  should  be  made  a  cabinet  question.  It 
is  quite  certain  that  George  III.  would  have  con¬ 
sented  to  no  such  stipulation ;  but  the  party  or 
parties  who  knew  his  unchangeable  resolution  on 
this  point  ought  not  to  have  taken  office  at  all  if  they 
had  been  then  determined  to  press  the  Catholic 
claims  upon  him  so  soon  after  getting  possession  of 
the  cabinet.  It  does  not  appear  that  they  were  at 
this  moment  driven  forward  by  any  pressure  from 
without,  or  by  any  extraordinary  appeal  or  eager 
impatience  on  the  part  of  the  Irish  Catholics. 
They  had  acted  towards  Ireland  in  a  conciliatory 
and  commendable  spirit.  They  had  seemed  to  say 
to  the  Irish  Catholics,  we  cannot  do  you  all  the 
good  we  wish,  but  we  will  do  you  all  the  good  and 
render  you  all  the  justice  we  can.  The  person  and 
the  government  of  the  viceroy  they  had  appointed 
had  gained  the  affections  and  the  golden  opinions 
of  the  Catholics,  although,  as  an  inevitable  conse¬ 
quence  in  that  country,  the  Duke  of  Bedford  had, 
in  abgut  an  equal  degree,  excited  the  hatred  and 
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finger  of  all  the  Church  of  England  Protestants. 
The  duke  and  the  English  cabinet  had,  from  ihe 
brst,  adopted  a  new  set  of  maxims  for  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  Ireland;  they  had  included  Catholics  in 
their  distribution  of  patronage,  and  they  had  repressed 
as  much  as  possible  the  hostile  spirit  of  the  Orange¬ 
men.*  This  high-flying  party  were  indeed  at  this 
moment  declaring  that  the  patronage  of  “  All  the 
Talents”  was  bestowed  exclusively  upon  the  Papists; 
that  the  Protestant  ascendancy  was  no  more;  that 
the  Protestant  religion  itself  was  in  danger — and 
these  cries  found  a  ready  and  loud  echo  in  the 
royal  dwellings  of  Windsor  and  Buckingham 
House.  Since  the  rebellion,  or  repeated  essays  at 
rebellion,  Ireland  had  been  dragooned  or  had  been 
governed  rather  too  much  by  military  force.  The 
jiresent  administration  had  abstained  from  the 
employment  of  any  violent  means,  and  yet  had 
succeeded  in  putting  down  some  disturbances  which 
broke  out  in  the  autumn  of  1806,  without  jiro- 
claiming  martial  law,  and  without  in  any  resjiect 
stepping  out  of  the  forms  of  ordinary  civil  Jaw. 
Their  popularity  in  Ireland,  among  the  Catholics, 
was  certainly  greater  or  of  a  more  passionate  kind 
than  their  unpopularity  in  England  ;  and,  in  order 
to  retain  the  benefit  of  their  gentle  and  friendly 
system  of  government,  the  Irish  Catholics,  to  all 
appearance,  would  have  consented  to  waive  any 
claim  the  prosecution  of  which  w'as  likely  to  over¬ 
throw  the  cabinet.  As  for  the  Papists  in  England, 
to  say  nothing  of  the  smallness  of  their  number, 
they  continued  to  be  in  a  rapturous  state  of  loyalty, 
and  certainly  leaned  rather  towards  the  king’s 
party  and  the  Tories  than  towards  the  composite 
])arty  now  in  power.  The  additional  grant  to  the 
Catholic  College  at  Maynooth  was  accepted  as  a 
boon  ;  but  the  spirit  excited  in  the  House  of  Com¬ 
mons  by  that  measure  must  have  told  ministers 
that  the  time  had  not  yet  arrived,  even  there,  for 
any  extensive  concessions  or  large  surrender  of 
old  prejudices.  In  the  debate  on  that  question  on 
the  4  th  of  March,  Wilberforce,  the  organ  of  a  most 
important  party,  and  one  whose  words  and  senti¬ 
ments  carried  the  greatest  weight  throughout  what 
is  termed  the  religious  world,  had  maintained  that 
Popery  was  the  true  bane  of  Ireland  ;  that  it  was 
infatuation  to  take  any  steps  for  its  encouragement ; 
that,  after  all  we  could  grant  the  Roman  Catholics 
in  Ireland,  so  much  would  still  remain  behind  as 
to  prevent  their  being  ever  cordially  attached  to  a 
Protestant  government,  of  which  a  Protestant 
church  formed  a  part,  &c.  He  had  maintained  at 
all  times  that  the  Protestant  church,  as  the  only 
true  one,  must  be  kept  up;  and  he  hoped  that  it 
might  gradually  convert  the  papists.  In  the  debate, 
he  rebuked  the  warm  friends  of  religious  liberty. 
“  I  am  not,”  said  he,  “  one  of  those  men  who  en¬ 
tertain  the  large  and  liberal  views  on  religious  sub¬ 
jects,  insisted  on  with  so  much  energy  hy  the 
honourable  gentlemen  on  the  other  side;  I  am  not 
so  much  like  a  certain  ruler  (Bonaparte),  of  whom 
it  has  been  so  happily  said,  that  he  is  an  honorary 

*  Horner, 


[Book  III- 

member  of  all  religions.”  Yet  on  the  verv  next 
day  (the  5th  of  March),  Lord  Howick  moved  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  securing  to  all  his  ma¬ 
jesty’s  subjects  the  privilege  of  serving  in  the  army 
or  navy,  upon  their  taking  a  prescribed  oath ;  and 
for  leaving  them,  as  far  as  convenience  would  ad¬ 
mit,  the  free  exercise  of  their  respective  religions. 
His  lordship  frankly  stated  that  what  had  jiarticu- 
larly  drawn  the  attention  of  government  to  the  sub¬ 
ject,  was  the  strange  anomaly  existing  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  tlie  Irish  act  of  1793,  by  which  the 
Roman  Catholics  in  that  country  were  enabled  to 
hold  commissions  in  the  army,  and  to  attain  to  anv 
rank  except  those  of  commander-in-chief,  master- 
general  of  the  ordnance,  or  general  on  the  staff; 
but,  if  any  of  these  Catholic  officers  should  be 
ordered  to  this  country,  they  would  be  disqualified 
by  law  from  remaining  in  the  service.  His  lord- 
ship  said  that  the  proposed  measure  would  only 
enable  his  majesty  to  appoint  Catholics  to  high 
military  posts  if  he  thought  proper  ;  that  their 
appointment  must  depend  on  the  executive  go¬ 
vernment,  who,  of  course,  would  always  avoid  any 
dangerous  use  of  the  authority.  The  bill,  he 
said,  did  not  hold  out  any  encouragement  to  the 
Catholics;  it  did  not  establish  any  institution 
for  their  support  or  increase.  But  the  abolition  of 
restrictions  in  point  of  rank  in  the  army  and  navy 
would  place  before  the  sons  of  the  gentry  of  Ireland 
the  fair  objects  of  ambition,  and  open  to  them  that 
career  of  glory  the  pursuit  of  which  was  synony¬ 
mous  with  the  advancement  of  the  best  interests  of 
the  empire.  Spencer  Perceval,  who,  as  well  as 
his  friends  Sidmouth  and  Ellenborough,  had 
been  closeted  with  the  King  several  times  before 
Howick  made  this  motion,  instantly  rose,  and  stig¬ 
matized  the  measure  as  one  of  the  most  dangerous 
that  had  ever  been  submitted  to  the  judgment  of 
the  legislature.  Yet  it  was  not  so  much  to  the 
individual  measure  that  he  objected  as  to  the  sys¬ 
tem  of  which  it  formed,  a  pait— a  system  which 
was  growing  every  day,  and  which  was  threatening 
the  most  terrible  consequences  to  church  and  state. 
He  looked  upon  the  measure  as  a  step  towards 
abolishing  all  the  religious  tests  which  the  wisdom 
of  our  ancestors  had  thought  it  necessary  to  inter¬ 
pose  in  defence  of  our  establishment.  From  the 
arguments  advanced  at  the  present  dav,  a  man 
might  be  almost  led  to  sujipose  that  the  one  re¬ 
ligion  was  as  good  as  the  other,  and  that  the  Re¬ 
formation  had  only  been  a  measure  of  political 
convenience.  The  present  question,  he  said,  was 
simply  this,  evhether  the  legislature  could  give  up 
the  Protestant  ascendancy  in  Ireland,  or  make  a 
stand,  and  say  —  we  have  already  done  everything 
that  toleration  requires,  and  that  the  Catholics 
have  a  right  to  demand.  The  bill  however  was 
brought  in  and  read  the  first  time;  and  that  dav 
week  was  fixed  for  the  second  reading.  But  the 
second  reading  was  subsequently  postponed  from 
the  12th  to  the  18th  of  March.  It  appears  from 
the  confession  of  one  of  their  own  warm  friends 
that,  in  order  to  efl'ect  a  compromise  with  the  king, 
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ministers  offered  to  withdraw  the  bill  altogether, 
and  that  Ins  majesty  refused  any  compromise.* 
On  the  nth  of  March,  Lord  Howick  announced 
that  the  same  circumstances  which  had  twice  in¬ 
duced  him  to  move  for  the  postponement  of  the 
second  reading  of  the  bill  still  continued  to  operate  : 
so  that  the  order  of  the  day  for  the  second  reading, 
which  stood  for  to-morrow,  would  be  dropped,  to 
be  revived  as  the  House  itself  should  think  fit. 
His  lordship  said  that  he  was  aware,  that  this  inti¬ 
mation  must  e.xcite  much  observation,  and  that  the 
House  and  the  public  would  naturally  expect  some 
information  with  regard  to  the  motives  of  it.  But 
he  was  not  at  present  authorized  to  enter  into  any 
explanations. 

In  the  House  at  least  explanations  were  scarcely 
needed  :  the  negotiations  which  had  been  going 
on  at  Buckingham  House  for  several  weeks  were 
no  secret  there.  A  rumour  had  got  abroad  that, 
in  order  to  induce  Spencer  Perceval  to  quit  his 
])rolitable  practice  at  the  bar  and  take  office  in  the 
cabinet  about  to  be  formed,  he  had  been  offered 
the  chancellorship  of  the  duchy  of  Lancaster  for 
life.  As  early  as  the  19th  of  February,  which  was 
more  than  a  fortnight  before  Lord  Howick  made 
his  first  motion  on  the  Roman  Catholic  army  and 
navy  service  bill,  and  just  one  day  before  the  first 
mention  of  the  proposal  to  give  an  additional  grant 
to  Maynooth  College,  Mr.  Bankes  moved,  “  That 
no  office,  place,  employment,  or  salary,  in  any 
part  of  his  majesty’s  dominions,  ought  hereafter  to 
be  granted  in  reversion.”  Lord  Howick  gave  his 
most  cordial  support  to  the  motion,  and  wished  the 
House  to  go  still  farther,  and  adopt  a  resolution 
against  the  granting  for  life  any  office  not  usually 
so  granted.  He  was  followed  by  Mr.  Plunier, 
w’ho  sorely  regretted  that  these  measures  had  not 
been  brought  forward  I’orty  years  ago.  “  I  can¬ 
not,”  continued  Plumer,  “  help  embracing  this 
opportunity  of  paying  a  tribute  of  applause  to  the 
present  administration  (I  say  present,  upon  the 
supposition  that  they  are  still  in  office),  as  they 
have  shown  every  disposition  to  benefit  the  coun¬ 
try  by  their  judicious  measures,  and  have  avoided 
the  practice  of  former  administrations  of  granting 
reversions.”  Plumer  then  fell  upon  Perceval. 
He  had  heard  that  the  new  government  which  was 
forming  or  to  be  formed  had  agreed  to  give  that 
gentleman  the  chancellorship  of  the  duchy  for  life, 
in  order  to  tempt  him  to  take  office.  “  If,”  said 
he,  “  men  of  great  talents  are  not  satisfied  with 
the  rewards  attached  to  the  situations  to  which  his 
majesty  chooses  to  appoint  them,  they  ought  not 

•  Hornor: — “llio  only  pnrt  of  tin*  story  I  could  have  wished  to  be 
otherN'ise,  is  the  withdrawing;  the  bill,  and  not  resi;.Hun;;  at  once  ;  but 
perhaps  it  was  rendered  unavoidable  in  consequence  uf  that  mi.scun* 
ception  orij;initlly  about  the  extent  of  the  measure.  And  yet,  had 
the  king  clostul  with  that  compromise,  they  would  have  remained  in 
power  with  tarnished  Inmour  ;  as  it  ended  in  a  resignation  at  last,  the 
api'carance  of  moderation,  in  yielding  to  the  king,  may  do  them  good 
with  the  country,  which  takes  these  transactions  wiih  a  coarse  judg¬ 
ment.  Nothing  but  the*  impatience  of  the  king’s  advisers  to  get  into 
pi>wer,  or  hi.s  own  impatience  to  get  rid  of  the  reformers  and  abo¬ 
litionists,  perhaps  the  Duke  of  York’s  to  stop  the  reformation  of  bar¬ 
rack  abuses,  could  have  so  blinded  a  practised  artist  in  cabinet-mak¬ 
ing  like  the  king,  as  to  make  him  overlook  the  nilvaulage  lie  would 
liave  gained  by  keeping  tliem,  with  their  withdrawn  hill,  a  Ullle 
while  longer  in'oflice,  to  lx;  thrust  out  on  the  next  opportunity.’' 


to  accept  of  office  at  all ;”  and  be  solemnly  ])ro- 
tested  against  the  measure  of  giving  a  man  a 
situation  for  life,  in  order  to  entice  him  to  occupy 
another  which  might  be  more  fleeting  and  pre¬ 
carious.  Mr.  Johnstone  wished  that  this  principle 
too  had  been  adopted  forty  years  ago,  for  in  that 
case  a  family,  some  of  the  members  of  which  had 
been  most  clamorous  in  cheering  the  reflections 
cast  oil  Perceval,  would  not  he  so  loaded  with 
wealth,  derived  from  sinecures,  as  now  to  be, 
among  them,  in  the  actual  receipt  of  60,000/. 
a-year,  drawn  from  the  labour  of  the  public.  He 
was,  however,  glad  to  see  that,  however  eager  the 
members  of  that  family  had  been  for  places  and 
jiensions,  they  were  at  last  changing  their  tone  ! 
Mr.  Henry  Martin  gave  notice  that  he  would  move 
in  form  for  au  address  to  prevent  any  such  dis¬ 
posal  for  life  of  the  chancellorship  of  the  duchy, 
or  of  any  other  place  which  had  been  usually  held 
during  his  majesty’s  pleasure.  And  on  the  9th 
of  March,  eight  days  before  Lord  Howick  an¬ 
nounced  that  the  second  reading  of  the  Catholic 
hill  would  be  dropped,  Mr.  H.  Martin  moved  an 
address  to  his  majesty  to  the  effect  above-men¬ 
tioned.  In  his  speech  he  showed  that,  from  the 
year  1660  to  the  present  time,  there  were  only 
two  instances  in  which  the  office  of  chancellor  of 
tl’.e  duchy  of  Lancaster  had  been  held  for  life.* 
Martin’s  motion  was  very  ably  seconded  by  the 
Honourable  J.  W.  Ward  (the  late  Lord  Dudley 
and  Ward),  who  observed  that  grants  of  this  de¬ 
scription  appeared  to  be  unconstitutional,  that  they 
had  the  effect  of  raising  up  a  race  of  men  to  live 
on  the  property  of  the  public,  and  to  make  them¬ 
selves  alike  independent  of  the  sovereign  who 
might  promote  them,  and  of  the  people  by  whom 
the  means  were  supplied,  and  that  they  went  to 
deprive  the  crown  both  of  the  power  of  punishing 
weak  or  wicked  men  and  of  the  power  of  reward¬ 
ing  meritorious  servants ;  for  there  was  a  limit  to 
resources  of  this  kind,  and  if  the  places  were 
given  for  life,  or  in  reversion  to  men’s  sons  and 
successors,  there  would  be  nothing  left  to  reward 
the  remaining  or  succeeding  servants  of  the  crown. 
Perceval  here  rose  and  said  that  he  had  not  re¬ 
ceived  any  promise  of  the  chancellorsliip  of  the 
duchy  for  life,  and  that  whether  he  got  that  place 
or  not  would  make  no  difference  in  his  conduct 
and  intentions,  nor  would  alter  in  the  slightest 
degree  his  disposition  to  serve  his  majesty.  He 
had  spoken  to  the  king,  he  had  requested  him  not 
to  make  the  appointment  tliat  day ;  and  he  put  it 
to  the  serious  consideration  of  the  House  whether, 
in  the  present  state  and  crisis  of  the  country,  it 
would  be  proper  to  throw  any  difficulties  in  the 
way  of  his  majesty  in  forming  a  new  administra¬ 
tion,  when  his  majesty  conceived  that  in  so  doing  he 
was  only  labouring  to  preserve  the  constitution  and 

•  The  first  instnnee  was  that  of  I.ord  Leclimere,  who  had  for  a  lonj; 
time  filled  the  ofiice  of  a1tornoy-f;eiieral,  and  who  had  been  raised  to 
tlie  veernge  iu  a  state  of  coniparative  poverty.  This  was  in  tile  year 
1717.  The  second  instnnee  was  of  a  imioh  more  rettent  dale,  having 
ocenrred  during  the  present  reign,  and  no  fnrllter  back  Ilian  llic 
year  1782,  in  the  case  of  Ilnnuitig,  wlio  was  then  created  Lord  Ash¬ 
burton. 
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the  religion  of  the  country.  Having  repeated  the  j 
assurance  of  his  readiness  to  take  office  even  with¬ 
out  the  chancellorship  of  the  duchy  for  life,  Per¬ 
ceval  made  his  bow  and  quitted  the  House.  Mar¬ 
tin’s  motion  was  then  supported  by  Lord  Henry 
Petty,  Sharpe,  Thornton,  Sheridan,  and  others. 
Lord  Henry  Petty,  though  well  aware  that  Lord 
Sidmouth  had  run  counter  to  him  and  his  friends 
while  in  the  cabinet  with  them,  and  had  engaged 
to  join  the  new  administration,  if  not  immediately, 
as  soon  as  his  services  should  he  needed,  praised 
Sidmouth’s  disinterestedness  and  good  services  to 
the  state.  “  That  nobleman,”  he  said,  “  had  been 
offered  the  very  place  in  question,  and  for  life,  a 
few  years  ago  ;  that  nobleman  had  rendered  very 
considerable  services  during  his  long  and  merito¬ 
rious  discharge  of  his  duty  as  speaker  of  that 
House ;  but  he  had  nobly  declined  the  place,  be¬ 
cause  he  would  not  be  the  instrument  of  alienating 
from  the  crown  the  means  of  rewarding  future 
public  services  which  might  be  greater  than  his 
own.”  Martin’s  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Mon¬ 
tague,  Sturges  Bourne,  Johnstone,  and  others. 
Sturges  Bourne  spoke  of  the  talents,  integrity,  and 
disinterestedness  of  Perceval,  and  asked  whether 
the  chancellorship  in  question,  which  was  not 
worth  much  more  than  2000/.  per  annum,  were 
too  large  an  equivalent  for  the  income  which  his 
friend  derived  from  his  profession,  a  profession 
which  he  must  now  abandon?  Johnstone  again 
dealt  in  comparisons  and  in  bitter  recrimination. 
He  blamed  all  the  fallen  ministry,  but  most  of  all 
the  Grenville  family,  who  were  now,  he  said, 
taking  credit  to  themselves  for  so  much  purity  and 
disinterestedness.  He  asked  them  how  they  could 
reconcile  their  present  pretensions  with  the  in¬ 
decency  of  pressing  upon  that  House,  on  their 
first  accession  to  office,  and  at  nine  o’clock  at 
night,  two  successive  stages  of  a  bill  for  enabling 
Lord  Grenville  to  hold  the  office  of  auditor  of  the 
exchequer,  with  its  immense  emoluments,  while 
the  duties  of  it  were  to  be  done  by  another ;  and 
this  too  at  the  same  time  that  another  noble  lord, 
at  the  head  of  the  Grenville  family,  enjoyed  the 
tellership  of  the  exchequer,  with  its  almost  incal¬ 
culable  emoluments  ?  How  could  they  reconcile 
with  their  boasted  purity  the  extraordinary  increase 
made  in  the  salary  of  first  lord  of  the  admiralty, 
enjoyed  by  another  branch  of  the  family,  and  that 
not  avowed  to  parliament  in  an  open  waj’’,  but 
effected  by  a  secret  fund  ?  How  could  that  right 
honourable  gentleman  reconcile  to  his  ))urity  the 
demand  of  3000/.  for  the  expenses  of  further  con¬ 
tinuing  the  commission  of  navy  inejuiry,  and  not 
say  a  word  about  the  great  and  needless  increase 
of  his  own  salary  ?  These  honourable  gentlemen 
had  been  boasting  a  great  deal  of  their  economical 
arrangements ;  but  what  had  they  done  for  the 
country.’’  They  had  indeed  appointed  commis¬ 
sioners  of  accounts  without  number ;  but  what 
had  these  commissioners  done  ?  The  army  ac¬ 
counts  appeared  to  remain  as  they  were  :  the  West 
India  commissioners,  who  had  been  so  long  np- 
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j  pointed  at  large  salaries  to  examine  the  state  of 
accounts  in  the  colonies,  had  not  yet  even  sailed 
on  their  mission.  The  Grenvilles  writhed,  but 
were  silent.  Sheridan,  in  a  speech  in  w’hich  there 
was  more  buffoonery  and  bantering  than  business 
or  argument,  took  up  the  defence  of  the  fallen 
administration,  ringing  the  changes  upon  economy, 
economy,  economy,  in  a  manner  which  had  the 
more  ludicrous  effect  from  being  connected  with 
his  known  condition  and  spendthrift  habits.  The 
only  facts  or  proofs  he  mentioned  were  the  re¬ 
duction  of  the  staff  of  the  army,  the  reduction  of 
the  department  of  the  commissariat,  both  of  which 
rather  required  mending  and  increasing  than  di¬ 
minishing,  and  the  reforms  effected  in  the  barrack 
department.  Sheridan  also  praised  the  disinterest¬ 
edness  of  Lord  Sidmouth,  as  Lord  Henry  Petty 
had  done.  Upon  a  division,  Martin’s  address  was 
carried  by  218  against  115. 

The  new  ministry  was  not  settled  until  the  25th 
of  March,  nor  were  all  the  arrangements  completed 
even  then.  On  that  day  Lord  Howick  announced 
his  determination  of  opposing  any  motion  for  a  long 
adjournment,  saying  that  such  a  motion  was  evi¬ 
dently  contemplated  by  the  new  advisers  of  the 
crown,  but  could  not  be  allowed  without  prejudice 
to  the  country.  On  the  26ih,  Lord  Hawkesbury 
moved  in  the  Lords  that  the  House  should  adjourn 
for  a  fortnight.  Lord  Grenville  then  rose  and  re¬ 
lated  in  detail  the  circumstances  which  had  led  to 
the  change  of  administration,  and  stated  the  prin¬ 
ciples  upon  which  he  and  his  friends  had  brought 
in  the  bill  for  granting  relief  to  the  Catholics  and 
other  dissenters.  He  declared  that  Pitt  and  Fox 
had  been  equally  impressed  with  the  justice  and 
necessity  of  granting  greater  indulgences  to  the 
Catholics  of  Ireland.  On  three  questions  only  had 
those  statesmen  agreed  during  the  course  of  their 
long  political  lives  ;  1.  The  sinking  fund.  2.  The 
abolition  of  the  slave-trade.  3.  The  Catholic  ques¬ 
tion.  If  he  had  erred  it  was  in  common  with  the 
two  greatest  statesmen  which  any  country  had  ever 
produced.  The  two  first  of  these  questions  had 
been  carried,  the  first  as  soon  as  it  was  proposed, 
the  second  after  a  delay  of  many  years ;  the  third 
rested  upon  such  grounds  of  justice  and  policy, 
that  he  could  not  conceive  how  any  one  who  un¬ 
derstood  the  interests  of  his  country  could  oppose 
it.  He  conceived  that  4,000,000  of  Catholic  sub¬ 
jects  were  to  be  governed  by  conciliation  and  kind¬ 
ness,  and  not  by  intolerance  and  exclusion.  The 
king,  he  said,  had  known  all  along  the  decided 
opinions  of  himself  and  his  friends  on  this  par¬ 
ticular,  although  it  was  true  that  it  bad  not  been 
their  intention  to  press  any  great  measure  except 
necessity  should  require  it.  He  knew  very  wxll 
that  there  were  objections  to  it  in  a  certain  quarter, 
that  it  would  be  strongly  opposed  in  parliament, 
and  that  there  was  no  chance  of  success  for  a  con¬ 
siderable  time  to  come.  Ministers  had  even  taken 
measures  to  prevent  the  revival  of  the  question,  and 
last  year  they  had  succeeded.  But  since  then  Ire¬ 
land  had  shown  some  symptoms  of  that  disturbed 
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state  which  his  lordship  thought  could  he  best 
prevented  by  further  concessions.  Other  circum¬ 
stances  had  also  occurred  to  induce  ministers  to 
depart  from  the  determination  they  had  formed  not 
to  press  the  question ;  the  total  destruction  of 
Prussia  and  the  increased  power  of  France  made 
it  necessary  to  strengthen  this  country  to  the  ut¬ 
most  :  it  became  the  duty  of  ministers  to  look  to 
two  contingencies — peace  between  France  and  the 
continent,  and  a  continuance  of  the  war  with  Eng¬ 
land.  What  in  such  a  situation  would  be  the  best 
course  of  ])olicy  ?  Would  it  not  be  to  augment 
tlie  force  of  our  own  empire,  and  to  diminish  what¬ 
ever  danger  might  be  apprehended  from  the  dis¬ 
content  of  any  part  of  the  united  kingdom  ?  His 
lordship  proceeded  to  state  that  a  draught  of  a  dis¬ 
patch  to  the  lord-lieutenant  of  Ireland  relating  to 
the  communications  he  was  to  make  to  the  Catho¬ 
lics,  was  submitted  to  the  king  by  ministers  and 
met  with  his  majesty’s  approbation.  This  draught 
contained  the  substance  of  what  they  meant  to 
propose  in  parliament.  After  some  objections  his 
majesty  gave  his  consent  that  the  measure  should 
be  proposed  this  session;  and  then  authority  was 
given  to  the  lord-lieutenant  to  assure  the  heads  of 
the  Irish  Catholics  that  the  army  and  navy  would 
be  opened  to  them,  and  that  the  difficulties  which 
stood  in  the  way  of  their  promotion  would  all  be 
removed  on  their  taking  a  jjroposed  oatli.  A  second 
dispatch  had  been  transmitted  to  Ireland  to  remove 
some  doubts  which  rose  in  the  minds  of  the  Ca¬ 
tholics,  and  to  confirm  the  assurance  already  given. 
This  second  dispatch  too  had  been  submitted  to 
his  majesty,  who  returned  it  without  any  objection 
or  comment.  After  all  this  bad  been  done,  how¬ 
ever,  some  members  of  the  cabinet,  (Sidmouth  and 
Ellenborough,  and  we  believe  we  must  include 
Lord  Chancellor  Erskine,)  who  had  all  along 
entertained  doubts  as  to  the  extent  of  the  measure, 
at  last  objected  to  it  in  the  strongest  terms ;  and 
then  his  majesty,  conceiving  that  the  measure  went 
much  farther  than  he  had  intended,  expressed  to 
Jjord  Grenville  his  decided  objection  to  it.  Mi¬ 
nisters  then  endeavoured  to  modify  the  bill,  so  as 
to  reconcile  it  to  his  majesty’s  wishes,  without  de¬ 
stroying  the  vital  essence  of  the  measure.  Failing 
in  this  attempt,  they  determined  to  drop  the  bill 
altogether ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  in  vindication 
of  their  own  character.  Lord  Grenville  and  Lord 
Howick  resolved  to  insert  in  the  proceedings  of  the 
cabinet  a  minute  reserving  to  them, — 1.  The  liberty 
of  delivering  their  opinions  in  favour  of  the  Catholic 
question ;  2.  The  liberty  of  submitting  this  ques¬ 
tion,  or  any  subject  connected  with  it,  from  time  to 
time,  according  to  circumstances,  to  his  majesty’s 
decision.  But  they  were  called  upon  (by  the 
king)  not  only  to  withdraw  the  latter  reservation, 
but  to  substitute  a  written  obligation  never  again  to 
bring  forward  the  measure,  or  to  propose  anything 
connected  with  the  Catholic  question  to  his  majesty. 
“  A  more  painful  condition,”  said  Lord  Grenville, 
“  could  not  have  been  imposed  upon  any  set  of  men. 
What  would  be  the  situation  of  ministers  if  they 


were  to  be  bound  by  their  oaths  of  office  to  counsel 
and  advise  the  sovereign  in  all  things  to  the  best  of 
their  judgment,  and  to  be  fettered  at  the  same  time 
by  a  wTitten  engagement  of  this  nature?  Were 
ministers  to  withhold  their  advice  wdien  they  might 
deem  it  necessary  for  the  safety,  nay,  the  very 
existence  of  the  empire  ?  What  would  be  the  effect 
upon  the  constitution  ?  Could  the  constitution 
exist  if  such  a  principle  were  recognized,  as  that 
ministers  were  acting  upon  a  written  pledge  of  the 
nature  he  had  stated?  Suppose  the  existence  of 
Ireland  at  stake,  and  responsible  ministers  called 
upon  to  account  for  their  conduct,  could  they 
justify  themselves  by  saying,  ‘  Oh !  that  corner  was 
torn  out  of  the  map  of  the  empire  committed  to 
our  keeping  !’  Would  not  the  recognition  of  such 
a  principle  strike  at  the  very  root  of  the  constitu¬ 
tion,  overturn  the  maxim  that  the  king  can  do  no 
wrong,  but  that  his  ministers  can,  and  re-establish 
the  monstrous  principle  by  which  a  sovereign  was 
brought  as  a  criminal  to  the  bar  of  his  subjects  ! 
Conceiving  that  any  such  engagement  would  be 
inconsistent  with  their  duty,  unconstitutional,  and 
dangerous  to  the  sovereign,  he  and  his  friends  had 
refused  to  give  the  written  obligation  demanded ; 
and  the  very  day  after  making  this  communication 
of  their  sentiments  they  had  received  an  intimation 
from  his  majesty  that  he  must  seek  for  other  mi¬ 
nisters.  Lord  Sidmouth  rose  and  said  that,  on 
coming  into  office  with  Fox,  Grenville,  &c.,  he  had 
not  compromised  his  principles,  nor  departed  from 
his  feelings  and  views  on  the  Catholic  question, 
though  he  had  certainly  entertained  a  hope  that 
the  question  would  never  again  be  brought  forward. 
He  was,  he  said,  a  friend  to  toleration  ;  he  would 
let  the  Catholics  enjoy  the  benefits  of  the  act  of 
1793  ;  but  on  that  act  he  thought  a  stand  should 
be  made  against  further  encroachments.  He  had 
ever  been  of  opinion  that  the  grant  of  power  to  the 
Catholics  would  tend  to  the  destruction  of  our  con¬ 
stitution,  by  infringing  upon  the  church  establish¬ 
ment.*  In  the  House  of  Commons  explanations 
similar  to  those  of  Lord  Grenville  were  given  by 
Lord  Howick.  Notwithstanding  his  lordship’s 
expressed  determination  to  oppose  any  long  ad¬ 
journment,  the  Commons,  as  the  Upper  House  had 
done,  agreed  to  adjourn  until  the  8th  of  April 
without  a  division. 

“  Ministers,”  says  Sir  Samuel  Romilly,  who 
now'  ceased  to  be  solicitor-general,  “  had  deter¬ 
mined  not  to  resign,  but  to  be  dismissed  from  their 
offices.”  We  learn  from  the  same  authority  some 
curious  particulars  respecting  the  conduct  of 
Erskine,  who  appears  to  have  been  eager  to  keep 
the  great  seal,  though  his  appearances  and  de¬ 
cisions  in  the  court  had  proved  the  truth  of  the 
declaration  he  is  said  to  have  made  on  becom¬ 
ing  lord  chancellor, — that  he  knew  nothing  of 

•  ”  The  most  remarkable  circumstance  in  the  debate  w.is  Lord  Mel¬ 
ville  taking  a  part  in  it.  speaking  from  between  the  Duke  of  Cumber¬ 
land  and  Lord  Eldon,  on  the  bench  appropriated  to  the  ministers, 
'rhe  Duke  of  Cumberland  placed  himself  at  the  head  of  thi.s  bencli, 
probably  to  proclaim  to  the  world  that  he  is  the  person  who  has 
brought  about  the  change  of  admini-stratiou.”— llotmV/i/,  Diary  vf 
Parliamentary  Life,  in  Memoirs  by  his  Sous.  _ 
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chancery  law.  On  the  18th  of  March,  the  day 
after  Lord  Howick  had  announced  in  the  Com¬ 
mons  that  the  Catholic  bill  would  be  dropped, 
Erskine  waited  upon  his  majesty  to  tell  him  that 
the  recorder’s  report  was  to  be  made ;  and,  although 
it  was  contrary  to  all  court  etiquette  to  speak  on  any 
subject  which  the  king  had  not  first  mentioned, 
he  proceeded  to  demonstrate  to  his  majesty  the 
dangerous  consequences  of  dismissing  his  present 
ministers.  He  said  he  was  sensible  that,  when  he 
first  entered  into  his  majesty’s  service,  his  majesty 
had  a  prejudice  against  him ;  that  he  was  quite 
satisfied  that  that  prejudice  was  now  entirely  re¬ 
moved ;  and  that  his  majesty  did  him  the  justice 
to  believe  that  he  had  served  him  faithfully  ;  that 
upon  the  Catholic  measure,  which  had  been  the 
occasion  of  the  present  unhappy  state  of  things,  he 
thought  both  religiously  and  morally  exactly  as 
his  majesty  himself  did  ;  that,  however,  after  what 
had  passed,  it  appeared  to  him  that  the  ministers 
who  had  signed  the  minute  of  council  (Erskine 
himself  had  taken  good  care  not  to  sign  it)  could 
not  with  any  consistency  retract  it ;  and  that  to 
give  a  pledge  not  'to  offer  advice  to  his  majesty 
upon  measures  which  the  state  of  public  affairs 
might  render  necessary,  would  be,  if  not  an  im¬ 
peachable  offence,  at  least  an  offence  which  con¬ 
stitutionally  could  not  be  justified.  He  added,  that 
he  thought  it  his  indispensable  duty  to  represent  to 
the  king  the  situation  in  which  he  stood ;  that  he 
was  on  the  brink  of  a  precipice ;  that  nothing 
could  be  more  fatal  than  to  persevere  in  the  resolu¬ 
tion  he  had  formed  of  dismissing  his  ministers  ;  that 
the  day  on  which  that  resolution  should  be  an¬ 
nounced  in  Ireland  would  be  a  day  of  jubilee  to 
the  Catholics ;  that  they  could  desire  nothing  more 
than  to  see  a  ministry,  supported  by  all  the  talents 
and  weight  of  property  in  the  country,  go  out  upon 
such  a  measure  ;  and  that  he  must  venture  to  tell 
his  majesty  that  if  he  proceeded  with  his  resolution 
he  would  never  knoiv  another  hour  of  comfort  or 
tranquillity  !  According  to  Erskine,  his  majesty 
listened  to  all  this  without  once  interrupting  him  j 
he  (Erskine),  however,  could  observe  by  his  coun¬ 
tenance  that  he  was  greatly  agitated,  and  when  he 
had  concluded,  the  king  said  to  him,  “  You  are  a 
very  honest  man,  my  lord,  and  I  am  very  much 
obliged  to  you.”  Nobody  will  doubt  that  if 
George  III.  had  given  his  account  of  this  strange 
conference  it  would  have  differed  very  materially 
from  this  account  given  by  Erskine.  That  vain, 
flighty  man  in  imparting  these  particulars  on  the 
19th  of  March,  to  Romilly,  and  to  Piggott,  the 
attorney-general,  seemed  to  think  that  he  had  made 
a  great  impression,  and  half  flattered  himself  that 
the  king  would  retract  his  resolution,  and  permit 
the  cabinet  to  remain  unaltered,  since  they  had  let 
drop  the  obnoxious  bill.  But  the  fact  was  that 
the  king  saw  Lord  Howick  immediately  after  the 
chancellor,  and  persevered  most  firmly  in  his  de¬ 
termination  of  forming  a  new  administration.  We 
believe  that  the  “Talents”  generally  entertained  a 
mean  opinion  of  the  talents  of  George  III.,  but 


that  prince  assuredly  had  ability  enough  to  form 
a  proper  estimate  of  such  a  babbler  as  Erskine,* 
and  firmness  and  courage  enough  to  despise  his 
threats,  if — which  we  doubt — Erskine  ever  had 
the  boldness  to  make  them. 

All  the  cabinet  ministers  had  attended  his  ma¬ 
jesty  and  had  delivered  up  the  seals  of  their  office 
on  the  25th  of  March,  except  Erskine,  who  was  to 
retain  the  great  seal  till  that  day  week,  in  order 
that  he  mitjht  have  time  to  jironounce  his  decrees 
in  some  chancery  suits  which  had  been  argued 
before  him.  Between  the  26lh  and  the  .31st  of 
March  the  following  appointments  were  announced  : 
— the  Duke  of  Portland,  first  lord  of  the  treasury  ; 
Lord  Hawkesbury,  secretary  for  the  home  depart¬ 
ment;  Canning,  secretary  for  foreign  affairs;  Lord 
Castlereagh,  secretary  fur  war  and  the  colonies  ; 
the  Earl  of  Chatham  (Pitt’s  elder  brother)  master 
of  the  ordnance;  Spencer  Perceval,  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer  and  under-treasurer  of  the  exche¬ 
quer  ;  Earl  Camden,  lord  president  of  the  council ; 
Earl  Bathurst,  president  of  the  board  of  trade,  with 
George  Rose  for  his  vice;  and  the  Earl  of  West¬ 
moreland,  keeper  of  the  privy  seal.  On  the  1st  of 
April  Lord  Eldon  was  sworn  lord  high  chancellor, 
and  the  Duke  of  Richmond  was  made  lord  lieutenant 
of  Ireland.  Two  days  before  Lord  Erskine  parted 
with  the  seal  he  appointed  his  son-in-law,  Edmund 
Morris,  a  master  in  chancery.  This  was  thought 
a  most  improper  act,  as  Erskine  ought  to  have  con¬ 
sidered  himself  as  out  of  office  ever  since  the  25th 
of  March,  the  day  on  which  his  colleagues  re¬ 
signed.!  On  the  .3rd  of  April  Lord  Mulgrave  was 
named  first  lord  of  the  admiralty,  and  the  honour¬ 
able  Robert  Dundas  president  of  the  board  of 
control.  On  the  8th  of  April  Lord  Melville  was 
sworn  of  the  privy  council.  This  was  the  day  on 
which  parliament  met  after  the  fortnight’s  adjourn¬ 
ment.  The  remaining  offices  were  filled  up  in  the 
course  of  a  few  days  after  this.  Among  other  ap¬ 
pointments  George  Rose  became  treasurer  of  the 
navy  in  lieu  of  Sheridan. 

Between  the  25th  of  March  and  the  8th  of 
April  the  new  ministers  appear  to  have  done  all 
they  could  to  excite  a  cry  in  the  country  against 
popery.  The  Duke  of  Portland,  the  nominal 
head  of  the  cabinet,  being  chancellor  of  the  uni¬ 
versity  of  Oxford,  wrote  to  it  to  request  a  petition 
to  parliament  against  Catholic  concessions  :  the 

•  Romillv,  from  whom  these  details  are  coined,  informs  us  that, 
thoush  Erskine  coramnnieated  all  this  to  him  and  Piggott  fCTV  cun- 
Jidenlialh/,  "  he  afterwards  reveated  it  to  almost  all  his  friends,  and 
sometimes  in  large  companies  at  Amwex."— Diary  of  Parliamentary 
Life.  < 

t  “  Morris,  though  a  very  clever  and  a  very  desen  ing  man,  has  no 
knowledge  in  his  profession'of  that  particular  kind  which  is  necessary 
to  (inalify  a  man  to  dificharge  the  duties  of  a  master.  Tliis  is  a 
matter  w  hich  w  ill  .Iraw  reproach  on  the  whole  administration ; 
though,  in  every  other  department,  they  have  most  scrnpulonsly,  as 
I  understand,  ahstained  frura  making  any  promotions.” — Romilly, 
Diari/  of  Parliamentary  Life. 

llomilly's  own  conduct,  at  this  great  party  crisis,  merits  attention, 
lie  says,  '■  I  have  some  satisfaction,  now  the  minsters  are  out,  in 
reflecting  that  1  have  never  aske.i  them  for  a  single  favour.  There 
was  one  thing  which  1  very  much  wished  lor;  ami  it  is  such  a  trifle 
that  1  take  for  granted  that  if  1  had  asked  Lord  Moira  (the  master  of 
the  ordnance)  for  it,  it  would  have  heen  done  for  me  immediately. 
It  was  only  to  get  my  brother’s  youngest  son  into  the  military  academy 
at  Woolw  ich.  However,  I  did  not  ask  for  it ;  and,  to  the  jk/ot  lioy's 
great  disappointment,  it  is  not  done.” — td. 
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Duke  of  Cumberland,  chancellor  of  the  university 
of  Dublin,  wrote  two  letters  to  that  university  for 
the  same  purpose ;  and  in  the  last  of  these  letters 
he  plainly  intimated  that  it  was  the  wish  of  the  king 
that  this  should  be  done.  Harry  Erskine,  the 
witty  brother  of  the  ex-chancellnr,  said  it  was  a 
pity  that  poor  Lord  George  Gordon  did  not  live 
in  these  times,  when  he  would  have  a  chance  of 
being  in  the  cabinet  instead  of  being  in  Newgate. 
Spencer  Perceval,  who  had  vacated  his  seat  by 
accepting  office,  told  the  electors  of  Northampton 
that  it  was  a  duty  in  the  people  as  well  as  in  the 
sovereign  to  resist  the  inroads  of  popery ;  that  he 
himself  had  quitted  a  lucrative  profession  and 
accepted  his  new  office  in  order  to  stand  by  his 
sovereign  at  this  important  crisis.  The  Society 
for  the  Promotion  of  Christian  Knowledge,  of 
which,  as  of  nearly  every  other  religious  society, 
Wilberforce  was  a  conspicuous  and  active  member, 
lent  the  aid  of  its  publications  in  keeping  up  the 
“No  Popery”  cry;  and  “the  pulpit,  drum-eccle¬ 
siastic,”  played  very  generally  to  the  same  tune. 
Dirty  little  boys  chalked  the  walls :  the  days  of 
Lord  George  and  the  London  riots  seemed  really 
coming  back  again. 

The  king  could  scarcely  have  found  it  necessary 
to  demand  from  his  new  ministers  the  written 
pledge  which  he  had  demanded  from  his  old  ones. 
It  was  deemed  e.\pedient,' however,  by  the  opposi¬ 
tion,  to  consider  them  as  being  virtually  bound  by 
some  such  understanding ;  and  accordingly,  on  the 
9th  of  April,  the  very  day  after  the  re-assembling 
of  parliament,  IMr.  Brand  moved  in  the  Commons, 
“  That  it  is  contrary  to  the  first  duties  of  the  confi¬ 
dential  servants  of  the  crown  to  restrain  themselves 
by  any  pledge,  express  or  implied,  from  offering  to 
the  king  any  advice  that  the  course  of  circum¬ 
stances  might  render  necessary  for  the  welfare  and 
security  of  any  part  of  his  majesty’s  extensive  em¬ 
pire.”  This  was  indeed  a  constitutional  truism — 
a  principle  not  to  be  denied  without  attacking  the 
theory  of  the  constitution  itself.  But,  if  the  motion 
had  been  carried,  it  would  have  been  followed  by 
other  resolutions  :  “  That  to  advise  his  majesty  to 
dismiss  his  ministers  because  they  refused  to  give 
such  a  pledge  was  subversive  of  the  constitution 
“  That  the  persons  who  had  given  such  advice,  or 
who  had  come  into  office  upon  any  such  pledge, 
expressed  or  implied,  were  not  deserving  of  the 
confidence  of  the  House  of  Commons and,  lastly, 
“  That  these  resolutions  should  be  carried  up  to 
the  king.”  The  new  cabinet  therefore  determined 
to  try  their  strength  on  Brand’s  first  motion.  The 
friends  of  the  late  administration  were  very  sanguine 
as  to  carrying  the  motion  by  a  considerable  majority ; 
but,  the  Prince  of  Wales  having  declared  that  the 
motion  was  of  a  nature  which  must  affect  the  king 
personally,  the  prince’s  friends,  including  Sheridan, 
absented  themselves  ;  Lord  Sidmouth’s  friends 
voted  against  his  lordship’s  late  colleagues ;  and 
Perceval  and  Canning  displayed  great  address  in 
defending  the  king  and  in  opposing  the  motion. 
Perceval  declared  that  his  majesty  had  no  advisers 
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in  the  measures  alluded  to ;  that  the  present  pro¬ 
ceeding  was  to  arraign  the  king  personally,  and  to 
call  him  to  answer  personally  at  the  bar  of  the  House. 
Canning  talked  of  the  king’s  remarkable  good  health 
and  promise  of  long  life  in  a  manner  which  w’as 
calculated  to  have  a  remarkably  strong  effect  on 
those  waverers  and  doubters  who  had  always  one 
eye  fixed  on  the  king  in  esse,  and  one  on  the  king 
in  posse.  Canning  also  declared  distinctly  that,  if 
Brand’s  motion  were  carried  against  them,  ministers 
would  not  go  out,  but  would  appeal  to  the  people 
and  dissolve  parliament.  The  king’s  pious  scruples 
were  repeatedly  mentioned — his  regard  for  his  co¬ 
ronation  oath,  Avhich,  several  members  said,  would 
have  been  violated  if  the  bill  of  the  late  ministry 
had  passed.  Brand’s  motion  was  rejected  by 
258  against  226.*  It  was  past  six  o’clock  in  the 
morning  ere  the  House  divided. 

A  similar  motion  was  made  in  the  Lords  by  the 
Marquess  of  Stafford,  and  was  defeated,  through  the 
same  means  and  agencies,  by  a  comparatively  larger 
majority.  Here  Lord  Sidmouth  s])oke  and.  voted 
against*  his  late  colleagues  ;  and  Erskine,  in  sup¬ 
port  of  the  motion,  delivered  a  deal  of  cant,  which 
was  ridiculous  enough  to  those  who  knew  the  man 
and  his  motives,  but  which  still  went  to  influence 
the  vulgar  out  of  doors.  “  I  am  one,”  said  his 
lordship,  “  who  really  entertains  the  profoundest 
reverence  for  God,  religion,  and  all  professors  of 
the  Christian  Protestant  faith.  No  man  whatever 
can  be  more  religious  than  I  am.  I  am  sure  that 
I  need  not  except  even  the  worthy  and  pious  pre¬ 
lates  in  whose  presence  I  make  this  solemn  and 
public  declaration.  I  glory  in  the  opportunity  of 
making  it.  Would  to  God  that  my  life  could  be 
as  pure  as  my  faith  !  I  regard  the  Romish  religion 
as  a  gross  superstition,  the  result  ot  the  darkness 
of  former  ages,  but  now  falling  into  a  visible  and 
wholesome  decline.  I  never  thought  of  encouraging 
it,  but  rather  wished  that  inconvenience  should  be 
felt,  though  no  injustice  suffered,  by  its  professors.” 
Not  less  miserable  was  the  way  in  which  this  giddy 
ex-chancellor  attempted  to  defend  his  late  colleagues 
for  having  given  up  the  bill,  and  for  having  con¬ 
tinued  in  office  after  so  doing.  It  had  been  said 
that  the  late  ministry  had  introduced  that  Catholic 
Army  and  Navy  Bill  on  a  principle  of  expediency 
and  duty,  and  yet  had  kept  their  places  after  having 
been  obliged  to  withdraw  it.  He  admitted  that  all 
this  was  true  enough ;  but  then  he  argued  that  there 
was  a  plain  difference  between  the  strongest  expe¬ 
diency  and  imperious  necessity,  and  that  as  there 
was  only  the  strongest  expediency,  and  not  any 
imperious  necessity  for  carrying  through  the  said 
bill,  his  friends,  a'nxious  to  work  out  many  other 
good  measures,  had  been  quite  justified  in  behaving 
as  they  had  done.  Lord  Harrowby  said  that  a 
mutual  confidence  between  the  sovereign  and  his 
servants  was  indispensable  to  the  good  conduct  of 

•  “  Our  party,”  says  Romilly,  wern  so  little  aware  that  they 
should  lose  ilie  question,  and  it  was  so  difficult  in  so  full  a  house  lo 
ascertain  the  numbers,  that  during  the  division,  wlnle  we  were  locked 
out  in  the  lobby,  ve  supposed  ourselves  the  majority  by  about 
twenty.”— l>iary. 
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public  business ;  that  when  once  there  was  so  little 
confidence  on  either  side,  that  ministers  were  in¬ 
duced  to  demand  a  pledge  from  the  king,  or  the 
king  to  demand  a  pledge  from  ministers,  there  was 
little  other  option  than  either  for  him  to  dismiss 
them,  or  for  them  to  resign.  Lord  Barrington 
considered  that  the  Marquess  of  Stafford’s  motion 
included  an  inculpation  of  the  king  for  the  exercise 
of  an  undoubted  prerogative,  and  moved  that  the 
House  do  now  adjourn ;  and  this  was  carried  by 
171  against  90. 

A  motion  made  in  the  Commons  hy  Mr.  Little¬ 
ton,  to  express  the  deepest  regret  at  the  late  change 
of  administration,  was  defeated  by  a  vote  for  pass¬ 
ing  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  numbers  being  244 
against  198. 

It  was  understood  that  a  dissolution  was  to  take 
place,  but  it  was  not  supposed  that  it  would  be 
before  the  end  of  May  and  the  regular  close  of  the 
session.  But  an  immediate  dissolution  was  decided 
upon  on  the  24th  of  April,  although  kept  a  profound 
secret  until  the  26th.  The  object  no  doubt  was  to 
take  advantage  of  the  cry  of  No  Popery  which  had 
been  raised  in  so  many  parts  of  the  country,  and 
which  was  so  senseless  a  cry  that  it  could  not  but 
be  felt  by  ministers  that,  if  the  dissolution  -were 
postponed  for  only  a  few  weeks,  it  would  wholly 
have  died  away.  This  was  the  conjecture  of 
Romilly  and  his  friends,  and  the  conduct  pursued 
by  ministers  proves  the  fact.  On  Monday,  the 
27th  of  April,  they  prorogued  parliament  by  com¬ 
mission,  and  in  so  doing  they  did  not  affect  to  dis¬ 
guise  how  necessary  it  was  not  to  lose  a  moment  in 
obtaining  the  benefit  of  the  prevailing  excitement. 
“  His  majesty,”  they  said,  “  is  anxious  to  recur  to 
the  sense  of  his  people,  while  the  events  which 
have  recently  taken  place  are  yet  fresh  in  their 
recollection.”  They  called  the  late  agitation  of  the 
Catholic  question  “  an  unfortunate  and  uncalled- 
for  agitation  they  alluded  to  the  restraint  imposed 
on  the  king  by  his  coronation  oath,  and  to  the  king’s 
conscientious  persuasion  of  the  rectitude  of  the 
motives  upon  which  he  had  acted,  and  upon  which 
he  now  gave  the  people  the  best  opportunity  of  tes¬ 
tifying  their  determination  to  support  him  in  every 
exercise  of  the  prerogative  of  the  crown ;  and,  after 
saying  something  more  that  was  very  proper  to 
keep  up  the  “  No  Popery”  feeling  and  to  set  so¬ 
ciety  by  the  ears,  they  made  the  speech  conclude 
with  the  expression  of  a  recommendation,  on  the 
king’s  part,  to  cultivate  by  all  means  a  spirit  of 
union,  harmony,  and  goodwill  among  all  classes 
and  descriptions  of  his  people!  This  unlucky 
parliament  had  existed  only  four  months  and  seven 
days. 

Tremendous  and  almost  unprecedented  were  the 
efforts  made  both  by  the  ins  and  the  outs  at  the 
new  general  election.  On  both  sides  immense 
electioneering  purses  were  made  up  and  emptied 
in  the  old  way.  Wilberforce  foresaw  a  ruinous  con¬ 
test  for  any  man  of  ordinary  fortune  in  Yorkshire, 
where  Lord  Harewood  was  going  to  oppose  him ; 
but  Wilberforce’s  friends  immediately  subscribed 
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18,000/.  and  voted  that  he  himself  should  not  be 
permitted  to  put  down  his  name  to  the  subscrip¬ 
tions  opened  to  support  his  election.  Everywhere 
the  price  of  boroughs  rose  to  a  terrible  amount. 
Tierney  offered  10,000/.  for  two  seats  and  got  a  re¬ 
fusal.  The  opposition  accused  the  new  ministers 
of  buying  up,  by  means  of  a  very  large  sum  ad¬ 
vanced  by  the  king  out  of  his  privy  purse,  all 
the  seats  that  were  to  be  disposed  of,  and  at  any 
prices.  Romilly  thought  himself  a  lucky  man  in 
getting  one  of  the  seats  for  the  borough  of  Hors¬ 
ham  for  2000/.,  through  the  favour  and  kindness 
of  the  Duke  of  Norfolk.*  Their  superior  com¬ 
mand  of  money,  and  the  prevailing  prejudice 
against  Catholic  concessions,  served  the  new  minis¬ 
ters  well.  This  prejudice  seemed  to  have  a  strong 
hold  in  that  very  variable,  and  not  very  enlightened 
body,  the  corporation  of  London.  On  the  22nd  of 
April  that  corporation  had  presented  an  address  to 
the  king,  expressing  their  exceedingly  warm  grati¬ 
tude  for  the  decided  support  and  protection  given 
by  his  majesty  to  the  Protestant  reformed  religion, 
and  for  the  firm  and  constitutional  exercise  of  his 
royal  prerogative.  The  Society  for  promoting 
Christian  Knowledge  published,  during  the  general 
election,  a  resolution  declaratory  of  its  opinion 
respecting  the  bill  which  the  displaced  ministers 
had  submitted  to  parliament,'!’  and  other  religious 
societies  swelled  the  shout  that  the  church  was,  or 
recently  had  been,  in  danger.  The  English  Catho¬ 
lics,  who  may  have  dreaded  the  revival  of  the 
popular  outrages  of  the  year  1780,  published  an 
address  to  their  Protestant  fellow'-subjects,  laying 
before  them  acts  and  documents  to  prove  the  purity 
of  their  principles  in  respect  to  their  king  and 
country,  and  calling  upon  them  to  judge  whether 
“  his  majesty’s  Roman  Catholic  subjects  maintain 
a  single  tenet  inconsistent  with  the  purest  loyalty, 
or  interfering  in  the  slightest  degree  with  any  one 
duty  which  an  Englishman  owes  to  his  God,  his 
king,  or  his  country.”  This  paper  was  signed  by 
the  Earl  of  Shrewsbury,  by  Lord  Petre,  by  Sir 
John  Throckmorton,  and  hy  many  other  English 

*  Romilly,  Diary  of  Parliamentary  Life.  Tlie  ex-solicitorgenerul 
adds — “  Tierney,  who  manages  this  business  for  the  friends  of  tlie  late 
administration,  assures  me  tliat  he  can  hear  of  no  seats  to  be  disposed 
of.  After  a  parliament  which  has  lived  little  more  than  four  months, 
one  would  naturally  suppose  that  those  seats  which  are  regularly  sold 
by  the  proprietors  of  tliem  would  be  very  cheap  ;  they  are,  however, 
in  fact,  sold  now  at  a  higher  price  lhau  was  ever  given  for  them  before. 
....  60001.  and  55001.  liave  been  given  for  seats  with  no  stipulation 
as  to  time,  or  against  the  event  of  a  speedy  dissolution  by  the  king’s 

death,  or  by  any  change  of  administration . Amongst  others, 

Sir  0  II - ,  the  great  dealer  in  boroughs,  has  sold  all  lie  Ipid  to 

ministers . Tiiis  buying  of  seats  is  detestable;  and  yet  it  is 

almost  the  only  way  in  which  one  in  my  situation,  who  is  resolved  to 
be  an  independent 'man,  can  get  into  parliament  To  come  in  by  a 
popular  election  in  the  present  state  of  the  representation,  is  quite 
impossible;  to  be  placed  there  by  some  great  lord,  and  to  vote,  as  he 
shall  direct,  is  to  be  in  a  state  of  complete  dependence;  and  nothing 
hardly  remains  but  to  owe  a  seat  to  the  sacrifice  of  a  part  of  one’s  for¬ 
tune.  It  is  true  that  many  men  who  Imy  seats  do  it  a-s  a  matter  of 
)iecuniary  speculation,  as  a  profitable  way  of  employing  their  money  : 
they  carry  on  a  political  trade;  they  buy  their  seats,  and  sell  ttieir 
votes.  For  my.self,  1  can  truly  say  that,  by  giving  money  ior  a  seat, 

1  shall  nnlke  a  sacrifice  of  my  private  pro)jerty,  merely  that  I  may  be 
enabled  to  serve  the  publie.  I  know  what  danger  there  is  of  men’s 
disguising  from  themselves  the  real  motives  of  their  actions;  but  it 
really  does  apjx'ar  to  me  that  it  is  from  this  motive  alone  tliat  I  act.” 

t  Lord  (Jrenville,  himself  a  member  of  the  Christian  Knowledge 
Society,  complained  in  a  public  letter  addressed  to  the  Rev.  C.  (iaskin, 
secretary  of  that  society,  of  this  invidious  publication,  which  was 
given  to  tlie  world  as  the  anauimous  resolution  of  that  body. 
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Catholics  distinguished  by  antiquity  of  descent, 
and  by  their  personal  virtues.  It  produced  its 
effects,  no  doubt,  but  we  fear  only  among  the  more 
enlightened  and  more  liberal  classes,  who  scarcely 
stood  in  need  of  any  such  appeal.  On  the  whole, 
the  new  ministry  gained  immensely  by  the  disso¬ 
lution  and  general  election.  In  the  new  parliament, 
which  met  on  the  22nd  of  June,  their  majorities 
were  found  to  be  large  and  sure.  An  amendment 
to  the  address  on  the  opening  speech,  censuring 
the  late  dissolution  of  parliament,  was  rejected  in 
the  Lords  by  160  against  61,  and  in  the  Commons 
by  350  against  155.  The  business  which  was 
transacted  was  of  little  importance  or  interest, 
except  as  showing  on  the  divisions  the  great  strength 
which  the  new  administration  had  gained.  The 
ministry  found  or  thought  it  necessary  to  bring  in 
an  Irish  Insurrection  Bill,  giving  the  lord-lieute¬ 
nant  power  to  proclaim  disturbed  counties  ;  autho¬ 
rising  magistrates  to  arrest  persons  who  should 
be  found  out  of  their  dwelling  between  sun-set 
and  sun-rise,  and  requiring  that  the  persons  so 
arrested  should  be  tried  at  the  quarter  sessions. 
This  bill  was  brought  into  the  Commons,  on  the 
9th  of  July,  by  General  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley 
(Duke  of  "Wellington),  who  had  again  become 
secretary  to  the  lord-lieutenant.  Grattan,  the  Irish 
patriot,  declared  that  the  measure  was  necessary ; 
that  to  his  knowledge  there  was  still  a  French 
party  in  Ireland.  Sheridan  divided  the  House 
against  it  on  the  third  reading;  but  his  minority 
was  only  10,  including  the  tellers,  against  108. 
A  bill  was  also  carried  to  oblige  all  persons  in 
Ireland  who  had  arms  to  register  them,  and  to 
authorise  magistrates  to  make  domiciliary  visits  in 
search  of  arms.  A  bill  brought  in  by  Whitbread 
for  the  education  of  the  poor,  by  establishing 
schools  in  all  the  parishes  in  England,  was  allowed 
to  pass  through  the  Commons  on  the  6th  of 
August ;  but,  as  it  was  thought,  only  because  it 
was  well  known  it  would  be  rejected  by  the  Lords. 
Mr.  Bankes,  who  had  brought  in  a  bill  to  prevent 
the  Crown  from  granting  places  by  reversion,  which 
was  dej)ending  in  the  Lords  at  the  time  of  the 
sudden  dissolution  of  the  last  brief  parliament, 
brought  it  in  again  and  got  it  carried  through  the 
new  House  of  Commons,  without  opposition  from 
any  quarter.  But  in  the  Lords  upon  the  second 
reading  the  bill  was  opposed  by  Lord  Melville  and 
by  Lord  Arden.  Lord  Arden  was  in  the  actual 
enjoyment  of  a  very  lucrative  office,  that  of  registrar 
of  the  admiralty  court,  granted  to  him  while  it  was 
in  reversion,  with  a  second  reversion  to  his  brother 
Spencer  Perceval,  now  chancellor  of  the  exchequer. 
Lord  Chancellor  Eldon  joined  in  the  opposition, 
and  Bankes’s  bill  was  thrown  out  in  a  very  thin 
House  without  any  division.  Bankes,  still  perse¬ 
vering,  almost  immediately  moved  that  an  address 
should  be  made  to  the  king  not  to  grant  any  office 
in  reversion  before  the  end  of  si.x  weeks  after  the 
meeting  of  next  session  of  parliament,  and  this  was 
allowed  to  be  carried.  This  parliament  was  pro¬ 
rogued  on  the  14th  of  August :  the  king’s  speech, 


delivered  by  commission,  was  hopeful  and  cheer¬ 
ful. 

The  military  operations  of  the  year  had  been 
nearly  all  devised  by  the  Grenville  cabinet.  Al¬ 
though  Sir  Home  Popham  had  been  brought  to 
a  court-martial,  and  censured  for  his  disobedience, 
and  although  the  leaders  of  that  cabinet  did  not 
entertain  a  favourable  opinion  of  the  bold  enter¬ 
prises  in  South  America,  reinforcements  had  been 
forwarded  to  General  Beresford;  and  an  armament 
had  been  sent  to  the  Rio  de  la  Plata,  under  the 
command  of  General  Sir  S.  Auchmuty,  convoyed 
by  Admiral  Sir  C.  Stirling,  who  superseded  Sir 
H.  Popham.  On  the  18th  of  January  the  troops 
were  landed  near  Monte  Video.  A  sally  made  by 
the  Spaniards,  who  were  6000  strong,  was  repelled 
with  great  slaughter  ;  the  town  w'as  forthwith  in¬ 
vested  ;  and  on  the  2nd  of  February  it  was  taken 
by  storm,  with  a  loss  to  the  English  of  560  in 
killed  and  wounded.  Before  intelligence  had  yet 
reached  England  of  the  re-capture  ot  Buenos  Ayres 
by  the  Spaniards,  Brigadier-  GeneralCraufurd  was 
sent  on  a  wild  expedition  for  the  reduction  of  the 
vast  American  province  of  Chili.  Craufurd  had 
only  4200  men,  and  the  naval  force  which  accom¬ 
panied  him  under  Admiral  Murray  was  proportion¬ 
ally  small.  The  expedition  had  not  been  gone  long 
ere  the  government  learned — not  that  Sir  S. 
Auchmuty  had  stormed  and  captured  Monte  Video, 
for  there  was  not  time  for  that  intelligence  to 
arrive, — but  that  Buenos  x\yres  had  been  lost,  and 
Beresford  obliged  to  capitulate.  Instantly  orders 
were  sent  after  General  Crauturd  to  tell  him  not  to 
conquer  Chili,  but  to  go  to  the  Rio  de  la  Plata. 
These  orders  overtook  Craufurd  while  he  was  at 
the  Cape,  and  in  pursuance  of  them  he  altered  his 
course  and  made  the  best  of  his  way  for  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  Buenos  Ayres.  Craufurd  was  a  brave 
and  experienced  soldier,  and  so  was  Auchmuty ; 
but  they  were  only  brigadier-generals,  and,  as  the 
force  gradually  collecting  in  that  latitude  was 
getting  considerable,  it  was  considered  that  an 
officer  of  higher  rank  ought  to  take  the  general 
command.  Unless  they  had  taken  General  Mack 
out  of  the  fortress  into  which  the  Emperor  of 
Austria  had  thrown  him,  the  English  government 
could  hardly  have  made  a  worse  choice.  General 
Whitelocke  had  attained  to  high  rank  in  the  army 
with  scarcely  any  service  beyond  parade  duty,  and 
an  attendance  of  palace-guards.  He  was  a  hand¬ 
some  well-spoken  man,  and,  like  Mack,  had  had 
the  knack  of  making  people  who  were  no  soldiers 
themselves  believe  that  he  was  a  great  one,  and  a 
verv  consummate  general.  It  was  said  at  the  time 
that  he  owed  his  appointment  to  the  present  coni- 
mand  to  the  personal  favour  of  George  III. ;  but  it 
should  appear  that  ministerial  and  all  manner  of 
suffrages  were  united  to  procure  him  this  advance¬ 
ment.  Yet  some  few  years  ago,  Whitelocke,  then 
lieutenant-colonel,  had  shown,  at  St.  Domingo, 
symptoms  of  shyness,  which,  as  many  persons 
thought,  ought  to  have  stripped  him  of  his  uniform, 
and  subjected  him  to  have  his  sword  broken  over 
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his  head.  Windham,  who,  as  secretary-at-war,  an¬ 
nounced  the  appointment  to  parliament,  said  that 
it  had  been  considered  essential  to  empiloy  a  general 
officer  of  the  highest  rank  and  ability  ;  and  that 
Ills  majesty  had  been  pleased  to  name  VVffiitelocke. 
With  1600  more  land  troops  General  Whitelocke 
left  England  in  the  month  of  March,  to  take  the 
command-in-chief  of  all  the  British  forces  in  the 
Rio  de  la  Plata,  and  reduce  the  whole  province  of 
Buenos  Ayres,  at  the  very  least.  He  arrived  near 
Monte  Video  towards  the  end  of  May.  By  this  time 
nearly  12,000  excellent  British  troops  were  col¬ 
lected  on  the  Rio  de  la  Plata — brave,  active,  and 
only  wanting  a  proper  general  to  command  them. 
A  portion  of  the  propulatiou  of  the  country  %vere 
known  to  be  weary  of  the  Spanish  government, 
and  anxious  for  independence ;  and  a  little  ma¬ 
nagement  (particularly  if  General  Miranda  had 
been  called  to  head-quarters)  might  prossibly  have 
induced  this  party  to  treat  with  the  English.  But 
Whitelocke  was  as  much  of  a  diplomatist  or  states¬ 
man  as  he  was  of  a  soldier.  Like  Mack,  at  Ulm, 
he  appears  to  have  lost  his  head  as  soon  as  he 
reached  the  South  American  shore.  He  marched 
and  fought  when  he  ought  to  have  been  making 
his  preparations  and  negotiating  with  the  Inde¬ 
pendents  ;  and  he  began  to  treat  when  he  ought  to 
have  continued  to  fight.  At  first,  he  seemed  to 
think  that  with  such  an  army  he  could  conquer  the 
whole  of  Spanish  America ;  hut  then,  in  a  very 
few  days,  he  pretended  it  was  too  difficult  an  enter¬ 
prise  to  conrjuer  even  a  single  town.  On  the  28th 
of  June  he  landed  nearly  8000  men  about  thirty 
miles  to  the  east  of  Buenos  Ayres.  He  took  about 
the  worst  roads  which  could  have  been  selected,  and 
he  separated  his  little  army  into  different  divisions, 
subjecting  them  to  the  risk  of  being  cut  off  among 
rivers  and  bogs,  or  being  decimated  in  their  passage 
through  defiles  and  thick  woods.  If  the  Spaniards 
had  been  an  active  and  enterprising  enemy,  it  mav 
be  doubted  whether  this  carpet  knight  would  ever 
have  reached  the  walls  of  Buenos  Ayres.  The  inun¬ 
dating  rains  which  set  in  periodically  at  the  end  of 
June,  or  the  beginning  of  July,  swelled  the  rivers, 
and  rendered  them  almost  im])assable,  and  White¬ 
locke  appears  to  have  obtained  no  information  as 
to  the  places  where  the  rivers  were  fordable,  or  as 
to  any  other  particulars  connected  with  the  nature 
of  that  excessively  difficult  country.  All  operations 
were  conducted  in  the  dark,  although  there  w’ere 
several  wmll-trained  staff  officers  with  the  expedi¬ 
tion.  Terrible  fatigues — which  might  for  the 
greater  part  have  been  avoided — were  undergone 
by  the  troops,  who  must  have  marched  not  thirty 
but  eighty  or  ninety  miles  through  that  to  them  un¬ 
known  wilderness.  The  army  forded  many  rivers 
and  many  swollen  rivulets,  and  on  the  fifth  day 
approached  the  Chiuelo,  of  great  depth,  width, 
and  rapidity,  which  enters  the  Rio  de  la  Plata  at 
the  eastern  angle  of  the  city  of  Buenos  Ayres. 
There  was  a  bridge  across  the  Chiuelo  near  the 
town,  and  over  it  General  Beresford  had  passed 
in  June,  1806,  when  he  captured  the  place;  but 
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this  bridge  was  now  reported  to  have  been  de¬ 
stroyed  by  the  Spaniards  ;  and,  apparently  without 
any  attempt  either  to  ascertain  the  fact,  or  to  see 
whether  the  bridge  could  not  be  repaired,  White¬ 
locke  determined  to  proceed  towards  the  interior, 
nearer  to  the  river’s  source,  where,  he  had  been 
told,  there  was  a  good  ford.  He  directed  Major- 
General  Gore  with  the  light  troops  to  keep  to  the 
northward,  and  to  endeavour  to  pass  at  any  place 
between  him  and  the  city,  where  the  river  might 
be  found  fordable,  while  he  himself,  with  the  main 
body  of  thearmv,  traced  the  river  to  the  southward. 
Major-General  Gore,  in  his  march,  fell  in  with  an 
intelligent  American,  who  conducted  him  to  the 
pass  or  ford  of  Chico,  only  two  miles  above  the 
bridge,  which  was  said  to  be  destroyed.  Gore  and 
his  light  troops  crossed  the  river  without  difficulty 
or  interruption,  the  Spaniards,  who  w'ere  in  con¬ 
siderable  force  on  the  opposite  bank,  giving  way 
immediately,  and  flying  in  all  directions.  The 
rifle  corps  took  possession  of  a  strongly  fortified 
position.  The  light  troops  were  then  halted  upon 
some  high  ground  which  commanded  a  full  view 
of  the  menaced  city.  Gore  intending  to  wait  until 
the  main  body  should  have  crossed  the  river  lower 
down.  But  Whitelocke,  who  had  calculated,  in 
his  total  ignorance  of  the  country,  that  Gore  must 
make  a  long  march  to  the  northward  before  he 
could  find  a  ford,  was  in  no  hurry  to  cross  the 
river,  and  he  did  not  find  a  ford  for  himself  as 
soon,  or  so  near,  as  he  had  expected.  Major- 
General  Gore,  tired  of  waiting,  descended  from  his 
heights  and  moved  along  the  road  which  led  to 
Buenos  Ayres ;  his  light  troops  charged,  and  took 
some  guns,  reached  the  suburbs  that  night,  dis¬ 
persed  the  enemy,  and  pursued  them  to  the  very 
entrance  of  the  city.  The  troops,  from  this  forced 
and  rapid  march,  were  so  exhausted  that  they 
could  not  avail  themselves  of  the  apparent  timidity 
of  the  Spaniards,  but  fell  back  from  the  entrance 
of  the  city  to  the  post  where  they  had  captured  the 
guns,  and  where  they  remained  on  their  arms  the 
whole  night.  It  was  a  night  of  rain;  the  soldiers 
were  without  cover,  blankets,  spirits,  or  provisions 
— bread  they  had  not  tasted  for  four  days.  This 
was  on  the  3rd  of  July.  It  had  taken  Whitelocke 
only  five  or  six  days  to  reduce  his  army  to  a  half- 
starving  condition.  On  the  following  morning  the 
Spaniards,  seeing  that  Major-General  Gore’s  force 
was  so  small,  and,  that  Whitelocke,  with  the 
main  body,  was  still  on  the  opposite  bank  of  the 
broad  river,  recovered  from  the  panic  into  which 
they  had  been  thrown  the  preceding  evening  and 
night.  Gore  sent  a  company  to  his  rear  to  look 
out  for  his  commander-in-chief ;  but  this  detach¬ 
ment  found  bodies  of  Spaniards  collected  on  every 
side,  and  was  obliged  to  rejoin  Gore,  who  passed 
many  anxious  hours  looking  out  for  the  main  body. 
In  the  afternoon  Whitelocke  came  up  and  found 
Gore  rather  warmly  engaged,  with  his  people 
nearly  famished  and  overcome  by  fatigue.  Nor 
was  the  main  body  in  better  condition ;  they  had 
made  a  long  roundabout  march  through  a  wretched 
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country,  now  almost  entirely  inundated,  and  the 
men  had  no  blankets,  no  provisions,  no  spirits. 
The  Spaniards,  who  had  been  engaging  Gore,  fell 
back,  and  halted  in  front  of  the  town.  They  were  left 
perfectly  undisturbed  for  the  remainder  of  that  day, 
as  Whitelocke  thought  he  saw  some  appearance  of 
a  desire  to  capitulate  on  the  part  of  the  enemy, 
and  as  he  entertained  hopes  of  obtaining  useful 
information — which  he  ought  to  have  obtained  be¬ 
fore  he  divided  his  army,  and  then  committed  the 
whole  of  it  in  a  situation  where  it  might  perish  of 
W'ant.  Thus  was  the  4th  of  July  consumed.  But 
that  day  and  night  had  been  well  employed  by  the 
Spaniards  in  preparing  for  the  defence  of  their 
town,  which,  to  all  appearance,  they  would  have 
abandoned  without  fighting,  if  a  spirited  concen¬ 
trated  attack  of  the  entire  llritish  torce  had  been 
made  on  the  evening  of  the  3rd,  when  Gore  had 
possession  of  the  suburbs.  From  the  British 
shipping  in  the  Rio  de  la  Plata  Whitelocke  co\dd 
expect  no  assistance,  either  in  his  assault,  it  he  made 
one,  or  in  his  retreat,  if  after  his  blunders  he  should 
have  had  recourse  to  that  disgraceful  movement. 
The  broad  river,  or  restuary,  of  La  Plata,  though  deep 
in  the  middle,  grow’s  so  shallow'  towards  the  bank  on 
which  Buenos  Ayres  stands,  that  large  vessels  are 
obliged  to  anchor  seven  or  eight  miles  from  the 
town.  Except  flat-bottomed  gun-boats,  of  which 
there  were  only  five  or  six  attached  to  the  British 
squadron,  no  craft  that  we  had  could  get  within 
cannon-shot.  Nor  could  the  fire  of  these  gun¬ 
boats  have  produced  any  speedy  eft’ect,  nor  was 
any  such  effect  to  be  expected  even  from  a  bom¬ 
bardment  on  a  large  scale,  with  bombs  and  rockets 
and  all  the  new  inventions;  for  the  houses  of 
Buenos  Ayres  were  of  inconsiderable  elevation, 
were  flat-roofed,  and  constructed  of  soft  brick, 
which  a  shot  penetrates  as  through  a  mud  wall, 
doing  no  injury  except  to  the  immediate  place  it 
strikes  ;  and,  as  no  wood  was  employed  in  the  con¬ 
struction  of  the  houses  and  churches  except  the 
incombustible  Brazil-wood,  and  even  that  but 
sparingly,  it  was  in  vain  to  hope  to  set  fire  to  the 
city.  In  case  of  a  retreat  there  were  no  craft  or 
rafts  to  carry  the  troops  over  the  broad  shoals  and 
shallows  to  the  shipping,  and  to  march  back  by 
the  way  they  had  come  to  the  place  where  they 
had  first  been  landed  was  next  to  an  impossibility. 
The  passage  of  the  river  and  swamps  had  been 
found  difficult  enough  in  the  advance,  when  com¬ 
paratively  but  little  rain  had  fallen,  but  the  deluges 
which  were  now  falling  were  rendering  even  the 
rivulets  absolutely  impassable.  As  the  troops  were 
famishing,  and  exposed  to  the  inclemency  of  the 
season  without  any  shelter  and  without  even  the 
common  necessary  of  blankets,  Whitelocke  could 
not  remain  where  he  was,  and  retreat,  as  we  have 
shown,  was  next  to  a  physical  impossibility.  On 
the  morning  of  the  5th  orders  were  given  to  make 
an  attack  by  storm,  as  the  only  resource  within  the 
power  of  the  general,  and  as  the  most  prompt 
means  of  reducing  the  town,  and  thereby  providing 
for  the  wants  of  the  army.  The  soldiers  formed 


into  their  columns  of  attack  with  order  and  spirit, 
and  moved  from  their  ground  with  the  encouraging 
conviction  of  a  certain  victory.  They  were  to  as¬ 
sail  in  everv  quarter  at  once,  and  to  rush  along  the 
streets  of  Buenos  Ayres,  which  run  in  straight 
lines  to  the  river,  for  the  citadel*  and  the  great 
square — the  square  of  bulls.  Plaza  de  Toros — 
in  the  centre  of  the  city.  The  British  soldiers 
went  on  like  bulls,  and  kept  the  ground  they 
gained  with  all  the  tenacity  of  true-bred  English 
bull-dogs.  But,  while  Whitelocke  and  his  columns 
had  been  blundering  all  round  about,  15,000  well- 
armed  Spaniards  and  natives  of  the  province  had 
been  collected  within  the  city,  nearly  200  pieces 
of  artillery  of  all  calibres  had  been  disposed  in 
good  positions,  barricades  had  been  raised  in  the 
streets,  and  stones  and  other  missiles  collected  on 
the  house-tops,  which  were  so  many  flat  terraces 
with  parapets  in  front.  Whitelocke,  remaining 
himself  outside  of  the  town  and  out  of  harm’s 
way,  with  the  reserve,  an  inconsiderable  portion 
of  his  troops,  ordered  the  commanders  of  the  co¬ 
lumns  to  proceed  as  far  as  was  practicable,  taking 
possession  as  far  as  was  tenable;  and  each  column 
was  provided  with  sledge-hammers,  crow-bars, 
pickaxes,  &c.,  to  clear  away  the  barricades  and 
force  the  houses.f  As  Whitelocke  calculated  that 
success  must  depend  much  on  velocity  of  move¬ 
ment,  that  soldiers  w'ith  loaded  arms  are  prone  to 
stop  and  make  use  of  them  when  they  can  be  of 
no  essential  service,  that  the  bayonet  was,  par  ex¬ 
cellence,  the  weapon  of  the  British  soldier,  that 
the  Spaniards  would  never  stand  a  bayonet  charge 
in  street  or  square,  but  fight  from  covered  situa¬ 
tions— -from  their  houses  and  churches — where 
musketry  in  the  hands  of  their  assailants  could 
have  no  other  effect  than,  by  prolonging  their  pas¬ 
sage  in  the  street,  to  expose  them  to  a  dreadful, 
loss,  he  ordered  that  the  men  should  all  attack 
with  unloaded  muskets,  and  that  no  firing  should, 
on  any  account,  be  permitted  until  all  the  columns 
had  reached  their  final  point  and  had  formed. 
Much  ridicule  has  been  thrown  upon  these  orders ; 
but  it  must  be  allowed  (and  it  was  admitted  by  the 
court-martial  which  tried  Whitelocke)  that  mus¬ 
ketry  would  have  been  of  little  use,  and  might 
have  led  to  the  delay  and  losses  he  apprehended 
but,  unluckily,  bayonets  were  as  useless  against 
brick  walls  as  musket-bullets  could  have  been. 
For  a  time  all  went  well.  Sir  Samuel  Auchmuty  s 
column,  overcoming  every  obstacle,  gained  the 
Plaza  de  Toros,  took  32  cannon,  an  immense 
quantity  of  ammunition,  and  GOO  prisoners  ;  the  5th 
regiment  took  possession  of  the  church  and  convent 
of  Santa  Catalina;  Colonel  Guard  took  possession 
of  the  Residencia,  a  commanding  station ;  and 
another  post  in  the  enemy's  centre  was  gallantly 
carried  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet.  But  Brigadier- 

•  The  citadel  and  all  tlie  strongest  points  were  on  lire  banks  of  the 
river,  and,  as  tlie  wliole  breadth  of  llie  town  lay  between  the  river  and 
the  English  army,  they  could  be  approached  only  by  the  straight 

+*^Our  caricaturists  represented  the  English  corporals  as  burglars 
and  housebreakers,  carrying,  not  sledges  and  pickaxes,  but  pkhlucks. 
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General  Lumlej’',  who  was  storming  with  two  regi¬ 
ments,  found  himself  opposed  by  a  heavy  and 
continued  fire  of  musketry  from  the  tops  and  win¬ 
dows  of  the  houses ;  the  doors  of  the  houses  were 
so  strongly  barricaded  that  it  was  almost  impos¬ 
sible  to  force  them  :  the  streets  were  intersected 
by  deep  ditches,  in  the  inside  of  which  were  planted 
cannon,  pouring  showers  of  grape  on  the  advancing 
column.  One  of  Lumley’s  regiments,  the  38th, 
headed  by  the  gallant  genera],  reached  its  destined 
point,  but  the  other,  the  88th,  was  so  weakened 
by  the  terrible  fire  as  to  be  overpowered  and 
taken.  The  flank  of  the  36th  being  thus  left  ex¬ 
posed,  that  regiment,  together  with  the  5th,  which 
had  taken  the  church  and  convent  of  Santa  Cata¬ 
lina,  retired  upon  Sir  Samuel  Auchmuty’s  post  at 
the  Plaza  de  Toros,  charging  and  dispersing  on 
their  way  800  of  the  enemy,  and  taking  two  guns. 
The  left  division  of  General  Craufurd’s  brigade, 
under  Colonel  Park,  approached  the  great  square, 
with  the  intention  of  possessing  itself  of  the  Jesuits’ 
College :  but  here  the  enemy’s  fire  was  most  de¬ 
structive  ;  one  part  of  the  division  threw  itself  into 
a  house,  which  was  not  found  to  be  tenable,  and 
shortly  afterwards  was  obliged  to  surrender ;  the 
other  part  of  the  division,  after  enduring  a  dread¬ 
ful  fire,  in  which  Colonel  Park  was  wounded,  re¬ 
tired  upon  the  right  division  of  the  brigade,  where 
Brigade-General  Craufurd  was  commanding  in 
person.  With  what  was  left  of  his  brigade,  Crau¬ 
furd  now  made  a  dash  at  the  Dominican  convent, 
and  gained  possession  of  that  large  and  strong 
building.  In  making  a  sortie  to  save  a  three- 
pounder,  which  had  been  left  in  the  street,  Crau¬ 
furd  lost  a  great  many  of  his  light  infantry,  and 
Major  Trotter,  one  of  the  best  of  his  officers; 
the  three-pounder  was  saved  :  but  the  Dominican 
convent  was  assailed  with  the  greatest  fury ;  the 
quantity  of  round  shot,  grape  and  musketry,  to 
which  they  were  exposed,  obliged  Craufurd’s  peo¬ 
ple  to  quit  the  top  of  the  building ;  the  enemy,  to 
the  number  of  5000  or  6000,  brought  up  heavy 
cannon  to  force  the  wooden  gates :  the  cessation  of 
firing  in  other  quarters  induced  Craufurd  to  believe 
that  the  other  English  columns  had  not  been  suc¬ 
cessful  ;  and  at  four  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  that 
general  surrendered.  “  The  result  of  this  day’s 
action,”  says  Whitclocke,  “  left  me  in  possession  of 
the  Plaza  de  Toros,  a  strong  post  on  the  enemy’s 
right,  and  the  Residencia,  another  strong  post  on 
his  left,  while  I  occupied  an  advanced  position 
towards  his  centre :  but  these  advantages  had  cost 
about  2500  men  in  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners. 
Tlie  nature  of  the  fire  to  which  the  troops  were  ex¬ 
posed  was  violent  in  the  extreme.  Grape-shot  at 
the  corner  of  the  streets,  musketry,  hand-grenades, 
bricks  and  stones  from  the  tops  of  all  the  houses  : 
every  householder,  with  his  negroes,  defended  his 
dwelling,  each  of  which  was  in  itself  a  fortress ; 
and  it  is  not  perhaps  too  much  to  say  that  the 
whole,  male  ])opulation  of  Buenos  Avres  was  em¬ 
ployed  in  its  defence.”* 
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It  appears  that,  during  the  remainder  of  the  day, 
and  the  whole  of  the  succeeding  night,  Whitelocke 
remained  ignorant  of  Craufurd’s  surrender ;  at  least 
he  himself  or  his  apologist  says  that  he  had  pressed 
forward  his  dragoons  into  the  town  to  keep  up  a 
communication  with  Craufurd,  but  that  Craufurd 
had  advanced  beyond  their  reach,  and,  till  the  next 
day,  no  certain  report  was  received  of  his  operations. 
Two  objects,  it  is  said,  had  been  achieved,  and,  but 
for  the  miscarriage  of  the  third,  and  the  surrender 
of  Craufurd  in  the  Dominican  convent,  the  town 
must  have  remained  in  the  possession  of  the 
British  ;  for,  as  the  Plaza  de  Toros  commanded  the 
citadel  from  the  left,  and  as  we  had  posts  on  their 
right  and  opposite  their  centre,  the  enemy  could 
not  have  made  any  material  resistance.  After  the 
surrender  at  the  Dominican  convent,  the  guns  of 
Sir  Samuel  Auchmuty,  firing  from  the  Plaza  de 
Toros,  might  have  overaw'ed  the  populace,  but  they 
would  also  have  destroyed  the  British  prisoners ; 
and  the  repeated  declarations  of  the  enraged  mob 
that  they  would  massacre  Craufurd’s  brigade  and  all 
the  British  who  had  surrendered,  if  the  firing  were 
renewed  from  the  Plaza,  paralyzed  the  army  of  Sir 
Samuel.  We  believe  it  would  be  difficult  in  any 
such  circumstances  to  make  British  troops  use 
their  artillery. 

On  the  following  morning,  the  6th  of  July, 
Linieres,  the  clever  Frenchman,  who  was  still  com¬ 
manding  the  Spanish  troops  in  Buenos  Ayres,  and 
who  had  directed  all  the  preparations  made  for  the 
defence  of  the  place,  addressed  a  letter  to  White¬ 
locke,  ofi'ering  to  give  up  all  the  prisoners  taken  in 
the  late  affair,  together  with  the  '71st  regiment,  and 
the  other  British  soldiers  who  had  been  taken  with 
Brigadier-General  Beresford  in  the  preceding  year, 
if  Whitelocke  would  desist  from  any  further  attack 
on  the  town,  and  withdraw  his  forces  altogether 
from  the  Rio  de  la  Plata;  insinuating,  at  the  same 
time,  that,  from  the  exasperated  state  of  the  popu¬ 
lace,  he  could  not  answer  for  the  safety  of  the  pri¬ 
soners,  if  the  English  general  persisted  in  offensive 
measures.  At  first,  Whitelocke  put  a  bold  face  on 
the  matter,  talking  of  the  advantages  he  had  gained, 
and  of  the  means  he  had  in  his  hands  of  retaliating 
upon  the  Spanish  prisoners,  if  the  populace  should 
proceed  to  such  bloody  extremities,  or  if  Linieres 
and  his  troops  should  forget  the  usages  of  war. 
But  he  soon  altered  his  tone,  and  agreed  to  the 
terms  which  Linieres  proposed.  He  says — “  In¬ 
fluenced  by  this  consideration  (L  e.  the  threat  used 
against  the  English  prisoners),  which  I  knew  to 
be  founded  on  fact,  and  reflecting  of  how  little  ad¬ 
vantage  would  be  the  possession  of  a  country,  the 
inhabitants  of  which  were  so  absolutely  hostile,  I 
resolved  to  forego  the  advantages  which  the  bravery 
of  our  troops  had  obtained,  and  acceded  to  a  treaty 
which  I  trust  will  meet  the  approbation  of  his 
majesty.”*  The  definitive  treaty  was  signed  at 
the  fort  of  Buenos  Ayres  on  the  next  day,  the  7th 
of  July,  by  General  Whitelocke  and  rear-admiral 
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Gazette. 
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Sir  George  Murray,*  and  by  Linieres  and  two 
Spanish  generals. 

Hostilities  were  to  cease  on  both  sides  of  the 
Rio  de  la  Plata;  the  British  were  to  retain  pos¬ 
session  of  the  fortress  and  place  of  Monte  Video, 
which  Sir  Samuel  Auchmuty  had  stormed  and 
taken  before  Whitelocke’s  arrival,  for  the  space  of 
twm  months ;  but  at  the  end  of  that  time  these 
buildings  were  to  he  delivered  up  to  the  Spaniards, 
with  all  their  artillery,  &c. ;  all  prisoners  whatso¬ 
ever  were  to  be  mutually  restored ;  Whitelocke’s 
famishing  army  was  to  he  supplied  with  provisions, 
and  to  be  assisted  in  re-emharking  and  crossing 
over  to  the  north  side  of  the  Plata  river,  with  its 
arms,  stores,  equipage,  &c. 

The  popular  indignation  at  home  was  so  exces¬ 
sive  that  if  Whitelocke  had  arrived  in  England  in 
the  month  of  September,  with  the  officer  who 
brought  home  his  dispatches,  he  would  have  run 
some  risk  of  being  torn  to  pieces  by  the  people. 
He  had  committed  faults  enough,  but  these  were 
all  exaggerated,  and  others  were  invented  for  him 
by  ignorance,  malevolence,  and  an  uncritical  and 
unexamining  fury.  We  are  old  enough  to  remem¬ 
ber  the  rage  excited  by  the  report  that,  before 
sending  his  men  to  be  slaughtered  in  a  hopeless 
street  fight  he  ordered  all  the  flints  to  be  taken 
from  their  muskets.  The  name  of  Whitelocke  was 
universally  adopted  as  a  synonyme  for  white-feather; 
many  believed  him  to  be  the  most  perfect  com¬ 
pound  of  cow'ard  and  traitor  that  had  ever  been 
known  among  Englisbmen.  It  was  said  to  be  ow¬ 
ing  to  his  favour  at  court  and  in  other  high  places 
that  his  trial  was  so  long  delayed  :  there  might  be 
other  grounds  for  this  procrastinating  of  justice; 
but  it  was  not  until  the  28th  of  January,  1808, 
that  he  was  brought  before  a  general  court-martial, 
held  at  Chelsea  Hospital;  and  even  then  such 

*  Admiral  Murray,  in  a  separate  despatch,  explained  the  reasons 
for  which  he  had  consented  to  sign  the  treaty.  He  said  that,  on  going 
ashore,  he  was  told  by  Whitelocke  that  he  was  of  opinion,  as  well  as 
were  the  other  English  generals,  that  it  could  answer  no  good  purpose 
to  persist,  and  that  one  great  object  was  attained  in  getting  btick  all 
the  British  prisoners  who  had  been  taken  in  South  America  this  war  ; 
that  the  destroying  of  the  town  could  not  benefit  us ;  that  he  (White¬ 
locke)  saw'  no  pros])ect  whatever  of  establisiung  ourselves  in  this 
country,  as  there  was  not  a  friend  to  the  English  in  it ;  that  the  in¬ 
veteracy  of  every  class  of  the  inhabitants  was  beyond  belief ;  that 
those  of  our  men  the  enemy  had  taken  prisoners  were  in  tlie  power 
of  an  enraged  mob,  &c.  “Under  these  circumstances,”  added  the  ad¬ 
miral,  “  and  being  persuaded  that  the  people  of  tins  country  did  not 
wish  tube  under  the  British  government,  I  signed  the  treaty.”  It 
appears  that  the  “  All  Talents”  ministry,  who  appointed  Whitelocke,  or 
submitted  to  his  being  appointed  to  the  command,  and  who  meant  to 
achieve  the  confiuest  of  a  vjist  continent  with  less  than  12,000  men, 
were  so  ignorant  of  the  state  of  the  country  and  of  the  feelings  of  the 
inhabitants  as  to  l)elieve  that  if  they  did  not  welcome  the  English  as 
deliverers  they  would  offer  at  the  most  but  a  feeble  resistance. 
Whitelocke,  we  know,  always  persisted  in  saying  that  he  had  been 
misled  by  his  instructions,  and  by  the  incorrect  information  given  to 
him  by  government.  Taking  this  as  truth,  it  will,  however,  only 
serve  as  a  very  incomplete  excuse  for  that  general’s  conduct  in  the 
field.  If  i»ur  cai)iiiet  had  cordially  given  the  hand  to  General  Miran¬ 
da,  if  they  had  proclaimed  independence  for  the  South  American 
colonies,  and  if  they  had  rallied  round  our  sfcindard  the  many  ad¬ 
venturers  or  discontented  spirits  among  the  Sptanish  Americans,  the 
British  army  might  indeed  have  found  friends  in  abundance  :  but  we 
believe  that  the  strong  decided  feelings  of  George  III.  would  have 
been  a  bar  to  any  such  scheme,  if  Lord  Grenville  and  his  l)rolher  mi¬ 
nisters  had  ventured  to  propose  it.  But  it  should  seem  that  no  such 
proposition  was  ever  made  on  their  part — that  the  scheme  was  alto¬ 
gether  too  extensive  and  too  bold  a  scheme  for  them  to  entertain.  We 
will  not  go  into  the  question  of  the  abstract  merits  of  it :  but  either 
some  sucli  scheme  ought  to  liave  been  adopted  and  promoted  by  a  far 
greater  force  than  was  sent  out,  or  we  ought  to  have  left  South 
America  alouc. 


numerous  adjournments  were  allowed  to  take  place 
that  the  trial  was  not  concluded  until  the  18th  of 
March.  The  mass  of  the  nation  certainly  thought 
the  sentence  too  mild  which  condemned  him  to  he 
cashiered  in  the  most  disgraceiul  manner  ;  but  not 
a  few  thought  that  the  ministers  under  whom  he 
had  been  employed,  and  under  whose  general  and 
insane  orders  he  had  acted,  ought  to  have  been 
called  to  a  severe  account.* 

In  a  very  opposite  direction  another  armament, 
dispatched  by  the  Grenville  administration,  led  to 
no  very  honourable  result.  Towards  the  end  of 
November,  1806,  when  our  diplomatists  at  the 
Ottoman  Porte  had  been  circumvented  by  the 
French,  and  had  failed  in  their  endeavours  to  pre¬ 
vent  Sultan  Selim  from  engaging  in  a  war  with  tlie 
czar  (an  event  which  acted  as  a  capital  diversion 
in  favour  of  Bonaparte,  by  obliging  the  Russians 
to  keep  a  large  army  on  the  Lower  Danube),  Ad¬ 
miral  Louis  appeared  off  Tenedos  and  the  coast  ol 
Troy  with  three  line-of-battle  ships  and  four  fri¬ 
gates.  It  was  an  ancient  rule,  recognised  in 
treaties  with  the  Porte,  that  no  ships  of  war,  with 
their  guns  on  board,  were  to  be  allowed  to  pass 
either  the  straits  of  the  Dardanelles  or  the  straits 
of  the  Bosporus.  Nevertheless  Admiral  Louis 
sent  through  the  Dardanelles  a  ship  of  the  line  and 
a  frigate.  The  Turks,  who  certainly  wished  to 
avoid  hostilities  with  the  English,  let  the  two  ships 
pass  their  tremendous  batteries  on  the  straits  with¬ 
out  firing  at  them,  and  allowed  them  to  come  to 
anchor  without  molestation  off  Constantinople,  near 
the  point  where  the  Bosporus  opens  into  the  Pro¬ 
pontis  or  Sea  of  Marmora.  While  this  single  ship  of 
the  line  (the  ‘  Canopus  ’  of  80  guns)  and  this  single 
frigate  lay  thus,  with  their  broadsides  towards  the 
Seraglio,  or  palace  of  the  sultan  (a  most  vain 
and  impotent  menace),  some  attempts  at  negotiation 
were  renewed  on  shore ;  but  the  active,  able,  and 
intriguing  Sebastiani  was  an  over-match  for  our 
ambassador,  Mr.  Arbuthnot,  who  had  several  of 
the  qualities  of  an  old  woman,  and  who  was  at  this 


•  The  charges  he  was  tried  upon  were  in'substance— 1.  Having  in¬ 
sisted,  in  the  summons  of  Buenos  Ayres,  that  civil  officers  and  magis¬ 
trates  should  be  prisoners  of  war,  which,  it  is  averred,  is  conUary  to 
all  the  customs  of  war,  and  had  a  decided  ellect  in  inflaming  tlie 
civil  population  to  resistance.  2.  Exposing  tlie  army  in  the  attack 
upon  Buenos  Ayres  to  a  licstructive  charge  ot  musketry  Ironi  the 
town,  without  furnisliing  that  army  w  ith  any  means  of  defence  or 
attack.  3.  Not  being  present  personally  in  the  advance  against 
Buenos  Ayres;  also  not  keeping  open  a  communication  between  the 
main  body  of  the  troops  and  the  detacliment  under  General  Craufurd, 
wliicli  compelled  that  officer  to  surrender.  4.  Surrendering  tlie 
fortress  of  Monte  Video  without  necessity,  wliicli  was  capable  of  mak¬ 
ing  an  effectual  resistance  against  any  force  w  liich  could  be  brought 
against  it.  ,  • 

The  plan  of  attack  upon  Buenos  Ayres  adopted  by  General  \\  liite- 
locke  was  one  proposed  to  him  by  Lieutenant-General  Gore.  This 
was  stated  by  Whitelocke  himself  in  his  defence,  and  Gore  admitted 
that  tlie  basis  of  tlie  plan  adopted  was  not  unlike  ills. 

Generals  Craufurd,  ,\uchmuty.  Gore,  and  others,  in  their  evidence, 
were  unanimous  in  the  opinion  of  Wliilelocke’s  inconsistent,  very  un¬ 
decided,  and  wavering  conduct,  and  of  his  total  want  of  arrangement 
in  not  supplying  the  troops  with  provisions,  &c.  General  Auclimuty 
“  did  not  think  that  any  advantage  would  have  resulted  from  having 
the  arms  loaded and  the  court  was  very  anxious  that  it  might  be 
distinctly  understood  that  tliey  acquitted  Lieutenaut-General  Wliite- 
locke  of'tliat  part  of  the  2nd  charge  wliioh  related  to  his  not  Punish¬ 
ing  the  army  with  that  means  of  defence.  With  this  exception  the 
conrt-martial  found  tlie  general  guilty  of  the  wliole  of  these  charges; 
and  adjudged,  "  T/mt  the  said  Lieutenant-General  fVhiteluche  be 
cashiered,  and  declared  totally  unfit  and  unworthy  to  serve  his  majesty  in 
any  military  capacity  whatever.’ 
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time  suffering  under  the  depressing  influences  of 
a  slow  fever;  the  victories  tliat Bonaparte  was  then 
obtaining  over  the  Austrians  and  Russians  gave  a 
great  weiglit  to  Sebastiani’s  diplomacy  ;  the  Aus¬ 
trian  ambassador,  whose  court  was  opposed  to  the 
pretensions  of  Russia  with  respect  to  Turkey,  re¬ 
mained  neutral  and  motionless;  the  Prussian 
charge  d’affaires  followed  the  instructions  and  ex¬ 
ample  of  his  government,  and  shuffled  and  tergi¬ 
versated  ;  the  ministers  of  Spain  and  Holland 
hacked  Sebastian!  with  all  their  might;  the  minis¬ 
ters  of  Ferdinand  IV.  of  Naples,  and  of  our  other 
ally  the  King  of  Sweden,  represented  eourts  too 
insignificant  to  allow  of  their  making  any  favourable 
impression  in  the  w'ay  Arbuthnot  wanted ;  the  diplo¬ 
matising  came  to  nothing,  and  Count  Italinsky,  the 
Russian  ambassador, who  feared  that  he  might  be  torn 
to  pieces  by  the  Constantinople  rabble,  or  be  com¬ 
mitted,  according  to  the  ancient  usage  of  the  Porte, 
a  close  prisoner  to  the  Seven  Towers,  was  allowed 
to  embark  in  one  of  the  English  ships,  which 
carried  him  down  the  sea  of  Marmora  and  through 
the  passage  of  the  Dardanelles  into  the  Mediterra¬ 
nean,  where  the  British  flag  had  the  undisputed 
sovereignty  of  the  sea.  Mr.  Arbuthnot  lingered 
on  shore,  but  scarcely  showed  himself  out  of  his 
bouse,  his  malady  being  increased  by  domestic 
affliction.  Some  agents  of  the  Porte  announced 
that  a  large  English  fleet  was  on  its  way  to  the 
Dardanelles  and  Constantinople,  and  some  months 
before  Italinsky’s  departure  the  divan  had  been 
threatened  with  the  bombardment  of  their  ca¬ 
pital  by  a  young  and  hot-headed  member  of  the 
British  legation — a  threat  which  had  jiroduced, 
for  the  time,  the  desired  effect,  but  which  had 
certainly  contributed  to  put  the  Turks  on  their 
guard.  For  a  fleet  to  have  effected  all  that  w'as 
desired  it  ought  to  have  come  at  once,  without  any 
threat  or  announcement.  It  is  true  that  the  Turks 
Avere  slow  and  procrastinating,  and  scarcely  to  be 
roused  e.xcept  by  the  immediate  presence  of  danger ; 
but  the  sultan  had  several  alert  Frenchmen  in  his 
service,  and  Sebastian!  and  General  vVndreossi  were 
both  excellent  artillery  and  engineer  officers.  To 
the  ])opular  fury  against  the  Russians,  the  most 
hated  enemies  of  the  Turks,  there  now  began  to  be 
added  a  loud  outcry  against  the  English.  Mr. 
Arbuthnot  thought  himself  exposed  to  the  double 
risk  of  being  massacred  by  the  rabble  or  of  being 
detained  as  an  hostage.  His  apprehensions  were 
aggravated  by  the  delay  of  the  divan  in  giving  a 
passport  to  an  Flnglish  courier,  and  by  the  military 
preparations  he  saw  in  jirogrcss  under  the  direction 
of  the  French  officers.  He  therefore  made  secret 
preparations  for  bis  own  departure,  and  devised  a 
scheme  for  carrying  off  with  him  the  persons 
attached  to  his  embassy,  and  the  British  merchants 
settled  at  Constantinojile.  After  disclosing  his 
project  to  two  or  three  confidential  persons,  he 
requested  the  captain  of  the  English  frigate,  which 
still  remained  at  anchor  near  the  mouth  of  the 
Golden  tiorn  to  invite  him,  his  legation,  and  the 
merchants  to  a  grand  dinner  on  board.  The  invi¬ 
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tations  were  sent,  and  on  the  29th  of  January, 
1807,  secretaries,  attaches,  drogomans,  all  in  their 
best  attire,  repaired  on  board  the  ‘  Endymion,’  not 
knowing  that  there  was  anything  in  the  wind 
beyond  a  good  dinner  and  a  few  patriotic  toasts. 
When  they  were  all  assembled  the  ambassador 
communicated  his  intentions,  and  told  them  that 
they  must  go  away  with  him  as  they  were,  and 
Avitimut  holding  any  communication  with  the  shore, 
as  that  might  excite  the  suspicion  of  the  Turks. 
Some  of  the  drogomans  had  Avives  and  numerous 
families,  some  of  the  English  merchants  had  Avives 
also,  and  all  of  them  had  left  on  shore,  in  their 
warehouses  and  dwelling-houses,  bales  of  goods 
and  other  precious  commodities.  The  sudden 
announcement  struck  them  like  a  thunderbolt ;  but 
they  AA'ere  told  by  his  excellency  that  in  all  jiroba- 
bility  the  Turks  Avould  not  murder  their  Avives  and 
children,  and  that  if  their  goods  Avere  })lundered  or 
burned  the  generous  British  government  Avould 
pay  for  them  all.*  There  was  a  dinner  served  up 
in  the  captain’s  cabin,  but  the  appetite  of  the 
guests  failed  them,  and  their  countenances  Avere 
sad.  At  eight  o’clock  in  the  evening,  Avhen  it  Avas 
very  dark,  the  ‘  Endymion  ’  cut  her  cables  and  got 
under  Aveigh.  She  nearly  struck  on  the  rocks 
which  project  a  little  beyond  the  Seraglio  Point, 
toAvards  Avhich  she  was  impelled  by  the  strong 
current  of  the  Bosporus ;  but  the  necessary 
manoeuvres  Avere  executed  Avith  order  and  in  per¬ 
fect  silence ;  the  Turkish  guards,  as  usual,  Avere 
either  fast  asleep  or  smoking  their  chibouks,  and, 
being  freed  from  her  momentary  danger,  the  trim 
fiigate,  favoured  by  current  and  by  Avind,  glided 
doAvn  the  Propontis  or  Sea  of  Marmora,  and  Avas 
near  the  inner  mouth  of  the  Dardanelles  before  the 
divan  kneAV  that  she  Avas  gone,  or  that  Arbuthnot 
had  embarked  in  her.f  Close  by  the  entrance  of 
the  straits  was  posted  the  capitan-pasha  Avith  a 
ship  of  the  line,  five  frigates,  and  a  brig ;  but  this 
grand  admiral  neither  knew  nor  susjiected  Avhat 
passengers  she  was  carrying,  and  the  ‘  Endymion  ’ 
Avas  alloAved  to  run  through  the  Dardanelles  Avith- 
out  search  or  challenge.  Off  the  island  of  Tenedos 
the  ‘  Endymion  ’  joined  Admiral  Louis’s  squadron. 
Finding  himself  uoav  in  security,  Arbuthnot  Avrote 
to  Constantinople  to  explain  to  the  divan  the  motives 
of  his  sudden  and  unceremonious  departure,  and  to 
propose  the  renewal  of  negotiations.  The  present 
object  of  the  English  minister  Avas  merely  to  gain 
time,  and  to  induce  the  Turks  to  suspend  the  pre- 
])arations  they  Avere  making  on  both  sides  of  the 
Dardanelles  to  give  the  English  fleet  a  hot  recep¬ 
tion,  if  (which  they  much  doubted)  it  should  really 
risk  itself  in  that  narroAV  and  formidable  passage. 
The  Turks  fell  into  the  snare,  and  ordered  Feyzi- 
Efl’endi,  a  Mussulman  of  high  rank  in  the  court, 

*  Before  ^leparting,  Arbuthnot  wrote  a  note  to  General  Sehastiani 
rccommeudiui;  to  his  protection  the  Knslish  families  and  the  non¬ 
descript  families  of  the  drogomans,  &c.  in  the  KnglUh  service.  Sehas- 
tiuni  claimed  the  merit  of  a  zealous  protection  ;  but  we  believe  that 
none  was  needed,  and  that  not  even  the  Janissary  rabble  ever  thought 
of  olTering  any  insult  to  the  forsahen  women  and  children. 

i  Juchereau  de  Saint  Denys,  Uevolulions  de  Constantinople  cu 
Ib07  et  ibCkl. — Private  information,  collected  on  the  spot. 
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to  open  a  conference  with  the  British  ambassador. 
Arbuthnot  would  not  venture  himself  on  shore ; 
hut  he  sent  Berto-Pisani,  his  head  drogoman,  to 
the  town  or  village  of  the  Dardanelles,  to  amuse 
Feyzi-Effendi.  Pisani,  who  had  a  double  heredi¬ 
tary  claim  to  cunning,  as  a  man  in  whose  veins  the 
Genoese  and  Greek  bloods  were  mixed,  did  his 
spiriting  with  great  ability,  his  task  being  rendered 
the  more  easy  by  the  decided  English  predilections 
of  the  Turkish  negotiator,  who  had  all  along 
opposed  the  policy  of  the  divan  in  provoking  a  war 
with  the  great  naval  power.  In  vain  M.  de  Las- 
cours.  General  Sebastiani’s  aide-de-camp,  who  had 
been  sent  to  the  Straits  to  superintend  the  prepa¬ 
rations,  argued  and  stormed;  in  vain  the  other 
French  ollicers  urged  the  necessity  of  immediate 
and  extraordinary  exertion.  Feyzi-Effendi  kept 
negotiating ;  the  capitan-pasha,  a  true  dreamy 
Turk,  said  it  was  not  written  in  the  Book  of  Des¬ 
tiny  that  the  English  should  come ;  that  if  they 
came,  there  w'ere  guns  enough  to  sink  them  all ; 
that  the  probability  was  that  all  the  English  would 
attempt  to  do  would  be  to  blockade  the  outer 
mouth  of  the  Straits,  as  the  Russians  had  several 
times  done  in  former  wars  ;  that  such  expenses  as 
the  French  recommended  were  unnecessary ;  and 
that  God  w’as  great.  And  there  was  this  excuse 
for  the  capitair-pasha — he  had  little  or  no  money 
with  him,  and  he  could  get  none  from  Constanti¬ 
nople.  The  workmen  who  had  been  pressed  into 
the  service,  instead  of  staying  to  rei)air  the  old 
batteries  and  make  new  ones,  tied  in  all  directions 
like  packs  of  famisbing  jackals.  At  last,  on  the 
10th  of  February,  Sir  John  Duckworth,  a  favourite 
admiral  of  the  “  All  Talents  ”  administration — wdro 
had  certainly  made  his  victory  in  the  West  Indies 
cream  over  rather  too  much  * — arrived  off  Tenedos 
with  sonre  more  ships  of  the  line,  and  two  bomb-' 
vessels.  This  force,  being  united  to  Admiral 
Louis’s  ships,  made  up  not  a  fleet,  but  a  squadron 
of  eight  line-of-battle  ships,  two  frigates,  and  two 
bombs.  The  arrival  of  this  force  neither  inter¬ 
rupted  Berto-Pisani’s  conferences,  nor  put  more 
activity  into  the  Turks ;  Feyzi-Effendi  hoped  the 
negotiation  would  yet  end  well,  and  the  capitan- 
pasha  kept  smoking  his  pipe  and  uttering  his 
Inshallahs!  and  Mashallahs  !  The  confidence  of 
this  grand  admiral  in  his  Kismeth,  or  destiny  or 
happy  star,  may  possibly  have  been  augmented  by 
a  terrible  disaster  wdiich  befel  the  ‘  Ajax,’  one  of 
Sir  John  Duckworth’s  squadron.  At  nine  o’clock 
on  the  evening  of  the  14th  of  February,  just  as 
Captain  Blackwood  had  retired  to  rest,  the  officer 
of  the  watch  ran  into  the  cabin  and  acquainted 
him  that  the  ship  was  on  fire.  Signals  of  distress 
were  made  and  alarm-guns  were  fired  ;  but,  before 

■*  Soinn  one  sniil  in  ihe  Nutionnl  (Convention,  to  that  preiit  maker 
of  (iettveea,  re^toi  ts,  and  dispatches,  liarvere — “  I  'ous  faitvs  trap  muussvr 
ntis  victoircs ! 

DuckwiJi-ih  Inid  been  attached  to  the  MediteiTaueaii  fleet  of  Lord 
ColliuKWOoil,  to  whom  llie  Admiralty  orders  had  hvcu,  in  the  lirst 
insttiuce,  transmitted.  These  orders  conlaiiieil  the  hi^he^t  compli- 
meut-s  to  Duckworth.  They  said, ’*  As  the  sL*r\ico  pointed  out  will 
require  much  ahility  and  lirmness  in  the  olTicer  who  is  to  command  it, 
you  are  to  intrust  the  executuui  tliereof  to  Viee-Admiral  ^iir  Joliu 
Thomas  Duckworth.” — James,  Aavai  — rai'liamcnuuyPafers* 
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auy  succour  could  approach,  the  conflagration 
hurst  up  the  main  hatchway,  dividing  the  fore  from 
the  after  part  of  the  ship.  Although  the  moon 
was  shining  brightly,  lighting  up  the  peaks  of 
Mount  Ida  and  old  Olympus,  revealing  the  Trojan 
plains,  and  silvering  the  Scamander,  which  was 
winding  and  flowing  through  them  as  m  the  days 
of  Horner,  in  ten  minutes  the  smoke  became  so 
dense  that  the  officers  and  men  on  the  upper  deck 
could  only  distinguish  each  other  by  speaking  or 
feeling.  In  this  situation  the  only  boat  that  could 
be  hoisted  out  was  the  jolly-boat.  About  380  of  the 
officers,  seamen,  and  marines  dropped  overboard 
from  the  bowsprit  or  other  parts  of  the  rigging,  and 
were  picked  up  by  boats  of  the  squadron  that  were 
now  approaching.  Captain  Blackw'ood  leaped 
from  the  spritsail-yard ;  all  the  rest — about  2.50 
souls — perished  iii  the  flames  or  in  the  water. 
Among  the  victims  were  two  women,’ and  two  of  the 
merchants  who  had  been  kidirajrped  or  entrapped 
on  hoard  the  ‘Endymiori’  at  Constantinople  by  the 
too  timid  British  ambassador.  The  burning  ship 
drifted  on  the  island  of  Tenedos,  struck  on  the 
rocks,  and  blew  up  with  an  awful  explosion  which 
was  heard  all  through  the  winding  Dardanelles, 
and  far  away  in  the  Archipelago  and  the  Sea  of 
Marmora  among  the  cypress-groves  of  Sestos  and 
Abydos,  the  olive-clad  hills  of  Gallipolis,  and 
the  cliffs  of  Lemnos  and  Imbros.  The  Turks 
and  the  French  from  the  heights  behind  the  village 
of  the  Dardanelles  could  not  only  hear  the  final 
roar,  hut  could  also  see  the  long-led  flames  which 
preceded  it. 

There  was  then  no  possibility  of  threading  the 
narrow  passage  of  the  Dardanelles  in  the  tectli  of 
an  impetuous  current  running  down  incessantly 
from  the  northward,  without  a  good  breeze  Irom 
tlie  south  or  south-west.  This  favourable  wind 
did  not  set  in  until  the  morning  of  the  19th  ot 
February.  Then,  at  about  7  a.m.,  the  squadron 
weighed,  and  Duckw'orth  steered  for  the  entrance 
of  the  Dardanelles.  In  less  than  an  hour  tlie 
‘  Canopus,’  his  leading  ship,  arrived  abreast  the 
outer  castles,  one  of  which  stands  on  the  Euro¬ 
pean  and  the  other  on  the  Asiatic  shore.  Both 
castles  opened  their  fire  upon  the  ‘  Canopus,’ 
and  in  succession  upon  the  ships  in  her  wake, 
wliich  followed  in  a  long  line,  with  considerable 
intervals  of  space  betw^een  each  of  them.  Nei¬ 
ther  the  ‘  Canopus  ’  nor  any  other  ship  returned 
the  fire :  the  squadron  moved  majestically  and 
silently  up  the  Strait,  as  though  despising  the  vain 
loud  noise  of  the  Turkish  batteries.  It  was  a  grand 
lioliday  with  the  Osmanlees — one  of  the  days  of 
their  Courban-Beiram — and  they  were  keeping  it 
in  their  ordinary  manner  :  the  cannoneers  of  the 
inner  batteries,  instead  of  being  at  their  ]iosts, 
were  dispersed  in  the  coffee-houses,  smoking  their 
chibouks,  listening  to  itinerant  story-tellers,  or 
witnessing  the  pleasant  pranks  of  Karaguse,  the 
Turkish  Bunch.  Even  the  two  outer  castles  which 
had  opened  the  fire  had  only  a  part  of  their  artillery¬ 
men  at  their  guns.  Our  squadron  was  well  in  the 
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channel  before  the  capitan-pasha  would  believe 
that  they  seriously  meant  to  pass  through.  He 
then  tore  his  beard  and  ran  about  like  a  madman, 
giving  hurried  and  contradictory  or  unintelligible 
orders;  and  it  was  the  French  vice-consul  at  the 
Dardanelles,  Sehastiani’s  aide-de-camp  and  the 
other  French  officers  on  the  spot,  rather  than  the 
sultan’s  grand  admiral,  that  got  some  of  the 
Turkish  cannoneers  and  soldiers  into  the  upper 
batteries  on  the  Asiatic  side  of  the  channel.  On 
the  opposite  or  European  side,  where  there  were 
no  such  active  and  intelligent  agents,  the  greater 
part  of  the  Turks  appear  to  have  continued  their 
kejf*  and  their  smoking.  Still  favoured  by  the 
fresh  wind  from  S.S.W.,  and  breasting  the  foam¬ 
ing  current,  the  British  squadron  went  quickly  on, 
presenting  a  magnificent  spectacle.  At  about  half¬ 
past  nine  a.m.  the  leading  ship  arrived  abreast  of 
the  castles  and  batteries  of  Kelidil-Bahar  and  Sul- 
tanie-Kalessi,  which  stand  on  the  narrowest  part  of 
the  channel,  where  the  coasts  of  the  tw'o  continents 
are  scarcely  a  mile  and  a  quarter  asunder.  The 
capitan-pasha  had  thrown  himself  into  one  of  these 
w'orks,  and  Feyzi-Effendi  into  another.  From  either 
shore  a  tremendous  fire  was  opened  upon  the  Eng¬ 
lish  ships,  which  now  for  the  first  time  began  to 
reply,  with  broadsides  starboard  and  larboard,  and 
with  a  precision  of  aim  which  the  Turks  could 
neither  comprehend  nor  imitate.  In  Asia  and  in 
Europe  the  neatly  whitewashed  bastions  and  para¬ 
pets  tottered  to  their  fall :  the  capitan-pasha  could 
not  stand  this  horse-play,  and,  pretending  that  he 
w'as  going  on  board  his  hag-ship,  he  sneaked  out 
of  his  battery,  and  disappeared.  The  Turkish 
cannoneers  and  janissaries  soon  followed  the  ex¬ 
ample  of  their  chief,  threatening  to  murder  the 
French  officers  who  attempted  to  keep  them  to 
their  guns.  These  Frenchmen  were  left  almost 
alone  on  the  batteries,  to  rvitness  the  triumphant 
progress  of  the  British  ships,  of  w'hich  not  one 
seemed  to  have  sustained  any  serious  injury  from 
the  cross-fire,  hot  and  terrible  as  it  had  been  w'hile 
it  lasted.  The  Straits  might  now  be  said  to  be 
passed ;  but  there  was  still  some  work  to  do.  A 
little  above  the  Castle  of  Abydos,  and  stretching 
on  towards  Nagar-Bournu,  on  the  Asiatic  side,  lay 
a  Turkish  squadron,  consisting  of  a  64-gun  shi]), 
four  frigates,  four  corvettes,  two  brigs,  and  two 
gunboats.  One  of  the  brigs  cut  her  cables  and 
made  sail  for  Constantinople,  to  convey  the  intelli¬ 
gence  that  the  dclhi  lnrjlcez,\  the  mad  English, 
were  really  coming.  This  brig  ought  to  have 
been  ])ursued  and  taken  by  the  Englisli,  if  it  had 
only  been  to  stop  the  news  she  was  carrying;  but 
it  ap])cars  that  Duckworth  gave  no  orders  to  that 
dl’cet.  It  was  scarcely  to  be  expected  that  the 
capitan-pasha,  a  landsman,  like  nearly  all  Turkish 
admirals,  who  had  been  scared  out  of  a  land  battery, 
would  adventure  his  jierson  on  board  ship  in  the 

•  Kcir  is  Turkish  for  joy  or  joviulily, 
prf  A  iunm>  very  l•(mlmouly  umilicd  liy  tlio  'I’lirks  to  Knjjlisli  sailors, 
iinil  suHWIii/iB.5  to  JhiKli^h  It  is  u  s'i|)i'rsti1ioii  of  that  iieoiili'. 

Unit  inudnuui  enjoy  in  a  vuculiar  mannur  the  favour  and  luoteetion  of 
Ileaviui. 
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face  of  such  a  superior  force :  he  had  gone  to  a 
hill-top  to  curse  his  Kisnieth  and  calm  his  agitation 
with  a  pipe.  But  the  captain  who  was  on  board 
the  64-gun  ship  had  some  of  the  courage  and  ob¬ 
stinacy  of  a  true  Turk,  and  as  Duckworth’s  van 
came  abreast  of  him  he  fired  at  the  British  ships, 
and  his  fire  was  followed  by  that  of  his  frigates  and 
corvettes.  Having  returned  this  fire  en  'imssant, 
the  ‘  Canopus,’  ‘  Repulse,’  ‘  Royal  George,’  and 
‘  Windsor  Castle  ’  stood  quietly  on  to  an  anchorage 
about  three  miles  above  the  point,  leaving  the 
‘  Pompee,’  ‘  Thunderer,’  ‘  Standard,’  and  the  two 
frigates  to  deal  with  the  Turkish  flotilla.  These 
three  ships  of  the  line  and  two  frigates  were  led 
into  action  by  Admiral  Sir  Sidney  Smith,  Duck¬ 
worth’s  second  in  command,  who  ought  to  have 
had  the  chief  and  sole  command  of  the  expedition. 
Sir  Sidney  ran  in  and  anchored  within  musket- 
shot  of  the  Turkish  squadron,  as  well  as  of  a  re¬ 
doubt  on  the  point  which  mounted  31  heavy  guns. 
At  these  close  quarters  the  firing  commenced  at 
about  half-past  ten  a.m.  In  considerably  less  than 
half  an  hour  the  Turkish  64,  and  all  the  other 
vessels,  except  one  frigate,  one  corvette,  and  one 
gunboat,  ran  ashore  on  the  Asiatic  side  of  the 
Straits.  The  corvette  and  the  gunboat  were  cap¬ 
tured  :  the  frigate  ran  across  the  channel  and 
forged  herself  on  the  rocks  on  the  European  side, 
where  she  was  soon  burned  by  the  boats’  crews  of 
the  ‘  Active  ’  frigate.  While  the  boats  of  the 
‘  Thunderer  ’  and  the  ‘  Standard  ’  boarded  and  set 
fire  to  the  Turkish  ships  which  w-ere  stranded  on 
the  Asiatic  side,  the  ‘  Pompee ’.'threw  a  few'  shells 
and  dispersed  a  considerable  body  of  Asiatic  troops, 
both  horse  and  foot,  who  had  gathered  on  the  hills 
behind  the  redoubt  ;  and  the  marines  of  the 
‘  Pompee,’  headed  by  Lieutenant  Mark  Oates, 
landed  and '^captured  their  green  standard.  The 
Turkish  frigates  now  began  to  explode,  the  fire 
reaching  their  powder-magazines  ;  and  other  de¬ 
posits  of  powder,  which  the  careless  Asiatics  had 
left  exposed  near  the  beach,  blew  up  also.  “It  was 
like  the  Day  of  Judgment,”  said  a  poor  Armenian 
who  was  present ;  “  the  sky  seemed  on  fire,  the 
mountains  shook !”  The  Turks  in  the  bastion, 
which  had  continued  to  fire  with  its  31  great  guns, 
fell  into  a  consternation  and  panic ;  tlie  reverse  or 
land  side  of  their  work,  like  tlie  reverses  of  all  the 
batteries  along  the  Straits,  was  miserably  w’eak  and 
ill-constructed ;  and,  as  they  saw  a  handful  of 
marines  and  sailors  coming  to  attack  them  in  the 
rear,  the  cannoneers  threw  away  their  linstocks, 
the  janissaries  their  arms,  and  all  rushed  out  of  the 
back  of  the  redoubt,  and  scampered  away  for  the 
near  hills.  In  a  very  few  minutes  nothing  living 
was  to  be  seen  on  shore  except  a  few  English  red¬ 
coats  and  blue-jackets  busily  employed  in  spiking 
the  guns  of  the  bastion.  At  last  the  Turkish  64 
went  into  the  air;  and  at  fiver.si.  Sir  Sidnev  Smith 
joined  his  commander-in-chief.  In  destroying  the 
Turkish  squadron  and  bastion  he  had  lost  onlv  4 
killed  and  26  wounded.  In  jiassing  the  castles 
Duckw-orth  had  had  6  men  killed  and  51  wounded. 
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and  a  part  of  this  loss  had  arisen  from  the  acci¬ 
dental  bursting  of  a  mortar  on  board  of  one  of  the 
bomb-vessels.  Thus  the  total  loss  sustained  by  the 
British  in  doing  what  the  Turks  had  considered  it 
impossible  for  mortal  men  to  do,  amounted  only  to 
10  killed  and  *77  wounded. 

But  sad  w'as  the  fate  which  awaited  poor  Feyzi- 
Eftendi,  the  dupe  of  Arbuthnot’s  diplomacy  and 
of  his  own  friendly  feelings  for  the  English :  he 
was  accused  of  treachery  or  of  imbecility,  and  his 
head  was  soon  taken  off  his  shoulders,  to  be  put 
into  the  niche  over  the  seraglio  gate.  The  capi- 
tan-pasha,  though  far  more  culpable  than  Feyzi- 
Effendi,  had  friends  within  the  seraglio  walls; 
and,  though  he  lost  his  fortune  and  his  place,  he 
saved  his  head  for  the  present.  Even  Berto- 
Pisani,  Arbuthnot’s  chief  drogoman,  who  had  been 
negligently  or  barbarously  left  on  shore  negotiating 
w’hen  Duckworth  weighed  anchor  from  Tenedos 
and  began  to  force  the  passage,  had  a  very  narrow 
escape  for  his  life,  and  suffered  a  long  captivity  : 
he  was  arrested  in  the  village  of  the  Dardanelles, 
just  as  Duckworth’s  ships  came  abreast  of  it,  and 
it  coxdd  scarcely  have  been  less  than  a  miracle 
which  saved  him  from  the  fury  of  the  Turks  :  he 
was  carried  as  a  prisoner  of  war  to  Brusa,  and 
thence  to  Kutaiah,  in  the  interior  of  Asia  Minor, 
where  he  lived  in  sad  plight  till  the  conclusion 
of  peace  between  England  and  Turkey. 

Nearly  everything  depended  upon  speed ;  but 
Sir  John  Duckworth,  after  getting  well  through 
the  Straits,  seemed  not  to  be  disposed  to  make  any 
great  haste.  That  night,  though  the  wind  blew 
as  fair  as  fair  could  be,  he  carried  very  little  sail; 
and  on  the  following  day,  the  20Lh,  the  wind 
lessened  considerably.  This  circumstance,  and 
the  unchangeable  nature  of  the  current  from  the 
north,  caused  such  delay  that  it  was  ten  o’clock  at 
night  before  the  squadron  could  be  got  to  anchor 
off  the  Princes’  Islands,  which  lie  at  the  edge  of 
the  Sea  of  Marmora,  under  the  Asiatic  coast,  op¬ 
posite  to  Constantinople,  and  from  eight  to  ten 
miles  distant  from  that  city.  The  Turkish  brig 
wliich  had  escaped  from  the  Dardanelles  had  ar¬ 
rived  several  hours  before  this,  and  had  carried 
dismay  into  the  divan  and  a  panic-terror  into  the 
seraglio.  The  w'omen,  the  eunuchs,  black  and 
white,  with  all  the  strange  beings  that  compose  a 
Turkish  court  and  household,  ran  screaming  about 
the  palace,  which  from  its  situation  w'as  of  all 
the  city  the  part  most  exposed  to  bombardment ; 
tlie  grand  vizier  and  the  other  ministers  saw  at 
first  no  hope  of  salvation  except  in  acceding  to  the 
demands  of  the  English,  in  submitting  to  the 
conditions  oflered  hy  the  Russians,  and  in  break¬ 
ing  off  all  connexion  with  the  French.  Sultan 
Selim  even  sent  Ismael  Bey,  one  of  his  favourites, 
to  acquaint  General  Sebastiani  with  the  decision 
of  the  divan,  and  to  ask  him  whether  he  would 
not  oblige  tlie  Turks  by  quietly  taking  his  de¬ 
parture.  But  Sebastiani,  hoping  that  the  degrading 
terror  of  the  harem  and  the  Porte  had  not  reached 
the  Turks  of  the  town  and  the  suburbs,  declared 
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that  the  arrival  of  the  English  fleet  gave  him  no 
alarm,  that  he  was  under  the  safeguard  of  the 
Porte,  and  w  ould  not  quit  Constantinople  without 
a  positive  command  from  the  sultan  himself.  Se- 
bastiani’s  firmness  gave  the  Turkish  ministers  time 
to  recover  from  their  first  panic ;  and  Duckworth’s 
unpardonable  indecision  allowed  the  Turks  abund¬ 
ant  time  to  put  their  city  and  harbour  in  a  good 
state  of  defence. 

On  the  21st,  at  daybreak,  the  wind  blew  fair 
from  the  south-east,  and  everybody  on  board  the 
squadron,  except  the  admiral  and  the  ambassador, 
expected  that  the  ships  would  weigh,  proceed  to 
take  their  station  off  the  town,  and  be  ready  to 
bombard  it.  But  Arbuthnot,  according  to  the 
instructions  from  government  at  home,  was  to 
give  the  word  when  to  begin,  and  he  hesitated 
about  giving  the  order ;  and  Duckw'orth  would  do 
nothing  without  it,  althougli  circumstances  had 
occurred  which  rendered  this  submission  to  in¬ 
structions — which  after  all  were  conditional — dan¬ 
gerous,  preposterous.  Instead  of  moving  with  his 
whole  squadron,  the  vice-admiral  sent  the  ‘  Endy- 
mion  ’  frigate  with  the  ambassador’s  dispatches 
and  his  ultimatum,  which  simply  signified  that  the 
sultan  must  deliver  up  his  fleet  to  the  British  as 
a  security  to  be  kept  till  the  return  of  peace,  dis¬ 
miss  Sebastiani,  and  renounce  his  French  con¬ 
nexions.  The  English  admiral  added  a  note  of 
his  own,  stating,  in  a  bungling,  rhodomontade  style, 
that  he  had  it  in  his  power  to  destroy  the  capital 
and  all  the  Turkish  vessels,  and  that  the  Turkish 
government  must  send  him  an  answer  upon  the 
instant  of  the  reception  and  translation  of  his  note. 
The  ‘  Endymion  ’  came  to  anchor  at  a  spot  four 
miles  from  Constantinople.  Sir  John  Duckworth 
said  in  his  dispatches  that  she  could  not  get 

nearer  on  account  of  the  lightness  of  the  wind  and 
the  strength  of  the  current ;  but  the  Turks,  wdio 

by  this  time  had  certainly  got  ready  batteries 

which  might  have  sunk  the  frigate  (and  probably 
no  flag  of  truce  would  have  prevented  them  firing 
upon  her),  attriliuted  her  respectful  distance  to 
other  causes  and  considerations.  The  captain  of 
the  frigate  sent  forward  a  boat,  bearing  a  flag  of 
truce,  with  the  dispatches.  The  Turks  would  not 
])ermit  the  officer  to  land,  but  they  took  the 

dispatches,  and  returned  no  answer  to  them.* 
This  was  at  about  two  o’clock  in  the  afternoon. 
Late  in  the  evening  Mr.  Arbuthnot  addressed  a 
note  to  the  Reis-Efl'endi,  or  Turkish  minister  for 

•  .Tuchercau  ile  Saint-Henys  says  that  Uie  English  olticers  whn 
carried  these  dispatclies  landed  and  were  conducted  to  Ali  Ellemli, 
minister  of  the  marine;  that  the  ratlicr  brutal  reception  they  met, 
and  the  threatening  air  of  the  Turkisli  ollicers  and  sailors,  witli  some 
indiscreet  words  tliat  were  let  drop,  made  them  helieve  that  the  1  iirits 
were  going  to  violate  lire  law  of  nations— tliat  is,  were  going  to  mur¬ 
der  them  ;'’that  on  Ireing  called  up  to  the  seraglio  they  believed  that 
their  last  hour  was  come,  and,  instead  of  repairing;  to  the  green 
Kiosk,  the  place  named  for  tlie  conference  (and  which  was  very  often 
the  place  of  execution),  the  English  ollicers  and  the  lioat’s  crew 
rowed  away,  as  hard  as  they  could  row,  towards  Duckworth's 
tiiuadron,  without  being  stopped  l)y  the  Turks,  and  also  witliout 
having  delivered  the  letters  tliey  had  brought  from  the  ambassador 
and  the  admiral,  lint  we  have  rea.sou  to  believe  that  the  letters  wvre 
delivered  and  carried  across  the  harbour  to  the  seraglio;  that  the 
ollicers  did  not  (piit  their  boat,  but  saw  Ali  Ed'endi  at  tlie  arsenal, 
which  lies  along  the  (lalata  or  Christian  side  of  the  port,  and  has 
quays  and  piers  projecting  into  the  water. 


276 


HISTORY  OF  THE  REIGN  OF  GEORGE  III. 


foreign  affairs,  telling  him  very  solemnly  that  an 
answer  to  the  admiral’s  note  must  really  be  de¬ 
livered  within  half  an  hour.  The  sun  set,  the 
moon  rose  over  that  beautiful  group  of  islands 
where  Duckworth  was  lying  as  if  spell-bound,  and 
midnight  arrived,  without  the  arrival  of  an  an¬ 
swer  from  the  Reis-Effendi,  or  from  any  other 
Turk,  great  or  small.  Sir  John  Duckworth  then 
wrote  and  dispatched  another  threatening  note. 
Hut  he  knew  not  how'  to  threaten  with  effect;  and 
in  this  note,  which  Avas  the  very  bathos  of  that  sort 
of  the  sublime,  he  said,  “  As  we  have  discovered 
by  our  glasses  that  the  time  granted  to  the  Sublime 
Forte  to  come  to  a  decision  is  employed  in  warping 
ships  of  war  into  places  more  susceptible  of  de¬ 
fence,  and  in  constructing  batteries  along  the 
coast,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  vice-admiral  to  lose 
no  lime.”  Time  !  he  had  already  lost  a  night 
and  a  day,  and  Avith  it  an  almost  certain  chance 
of  success !  If,  instead  of  going  to  anchor  at 
Princes’  Islands  on  the  evening  of  the  20th,  he 
had  come-to  off  the  Seraglio  Point,  a  broadside  or 
two  and  a  few  shells  would,  in  all  probabilitv,  have 
obtained  from  the  panic-stricken  Porte  Avhatever 
he  A\as  sent  to  demand.  But  Sir  .Tohn’s  delavs 
Avcre  not  over  yet — far  from  it.  The  sun  rose 
again  from  behind  the  snow-covered  ridges  of 
■Mount  Olympus,  and  still  no  answer  from  the 
contumacious  Turks.  Up  Avent  the  signal  “  Pre- 
]iare  to  Aveigh  ”  to  the  mast-head  of  the  ‘  Royal 
George,’  the  admiral’s  ship.  The  impatient  sailors 
hailed  the  glad  sign  ;  the  breeze  Avas  bloAving 
freshly  and  fairly ;  an  hour’s  sailing  or  less  Avould 
have  lArought  the  ships  Avithin  range  of  the  sultan’s 
palace  and  the  splendid  mosques  Avhich  stand  be- 
liiiid  it ;  but  DuclcAvorih  left  his  preparation  flag 
Hying  from  five  o’clock  a.ai.  till  noon,  and  from 
noon  till  four  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  Avithout 
giving  the  other  signal  to  Aveigh  and  be  gone.  He 
could  not  blame  the  Avind,  for  that  continued  fair 
from  sunrise  till  four  o’clock  p.m.,  an  interval 
quite  sufficient  to  alloAv  him  to  do  his  Avork  on  the 
city  if  it  Avas  to  be  done  at  all.  At  four  the  steady 
breeze  began  to  slacken ;  at  live  p.m.  it  subsided 
almost  to  a  dead  calm  ; '  and  then  he  could  not  go 
Avcre  he  ever  so  Avell  inclined.  IMr.  Arbuthnot, 
Avho  had  never  been  Avell,  Avas  taken  so  very  sick 
tins  afternoon,  that  he  AAas  put  hors  de  cnndiaf,  or 
out  of  the  paper  Avar,  Avhich  Avas  the  only  combat 
they  had  been  carrying  on  since  passing  the  Dar¬ 
danelles  ;  and  from  this  time  forAvard  the  diplo¬ 
matic  correspondence  fell  entirely  to  the  vice- 
admiral,  Avho,  judging  from  the  papers  he  Avrote 
on  this  and  on  some  other  occasions,  Avas  a  mise¬ 
rable  hand  at  the  jien,  Avith  a  style  altogether 
uidike  an  English  sailor’s,  being  prolix,  long- 
Avinded,  verbose,  and  inconclusive.  Thus  passed 
the  22nd  of  February.  Sir  John  had  noAV  been 
acting  tAvo  days  or  more  in  direct  contradiction  to 
tlie  instructions  of  his  commander-in-chief.  Lord 
CoIlingAvood,  Avhich  said,  “  At  the  crisis,  slioidd 
jiny  negotiation  be  jtroposed  by  the  Turkish  go¬ 
vernment,  as  such  proposition  AA'ill  probably  be 
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made  to  gain  time  for  preparing  their  resistance 
or  securing  their  ships,  I  Avould  recommend  that 
no  negotiation  should  continue  more  than  half  an 
hour;  and,  in  the  event  of  an  absolute  refusal, 
you  are  either  to  cannonade  the  toAvn  or  attack  the 
fleet,  Avherever  it  may  be,  holding  it  in  mind  that 
the  getting  possession,  and  next  to  that  the  de¬ 
struction,  of  the  Turkish  fleet  is  the  object  of  the 
first  consideration.”  This  fleet,  at  the  moment  of 
DuclvAvorth’s  arrival,  lay  huddled  together  in  the 
Golden  Horn,  in  a  condition  in  Avhich  they  could 
hav'C  offered  scarcely  any  resistance ;  and  at  that 
moment  there  Avas  not  one  formidable  land-battery 
in  readiness  on  either  side  of  the  harbour  to  cover 
or  protect  them. 

On  the  morning  of  the  23rd,  Avhile  the  British 
seamen  Avere  again  expecting  the  signal  to  Aveigh, 
Sir  John  was  in  his  cabin  Avriting  another  rig¬ 
marole  letter  to  the  Turks— the  most  contemptible 
epistle,  we  ])resume,  that  had  ever  yet  proceeded 
from  a  British  admiral.*  The  Turks,  Avho  Avere 
noAV  making  excellent  use  of  every  hour  he  alloAved 
them,  and  Avho  Avere  beginning  to  despise  as  much 
as  they  had  feared  him,  pretended  to  agree  to  treat. 
And  thus  passed  the  23rd.  On  the  24th  Sir  John 
intimated  that  he  had  come  to  the  resolution  of 
personally  conducting  the  negotiation,  proposing 
that  a  Turkish  minister  should  be  sent  on  board 
the  ‘  Royal  George,’  or  offering  himself  to  go  ashore 
on  any  one  of  the  Princes’  Islands.  The  Turks 
named  Kadikein,  a  village  on  the  Asiatic  shore,  a 
short  distance  from  Scutari,  which  may  be  consi¬ 
dered  as  one  of  the  suburbs  of  Constantinople,  as 
a  very  ])roper  place  of  meeting.  Sir  John  said  that 
Kadikeiu  Avas  too  far  off ;  and  he  noAV  discovered 
that  there  Avas  no  precedent  of  an  admiral  and 
commander-in-chief  quitting  his  squadron.  As  he 
Avould  not  venture  to  go  on  terra  firma  among  the 
Turks,  and  as  no  Turkish  minister  Avould  venture 
to  go  to  him,  there  was  no  meeting  that  day ;  and 
so,  Avith  a  little  scribbling  and  much  talking, 
passed  the  24th.  On  the  following  day,  or  ])er- 
haps  it  Avas  on  the  26th,  Sir  John  Avanted  to  send 
Admiral  Louis  to  Kadikeiu  or  some  other  ]dace 
to  treat  Avith  the  Turks;  but  Louis  preferred 

*  In  Uiis  inconceivable  epistle  vSir  John  niomas  Duckworth,  vice- 
admiral  of  the  White,  after  hintin;;  that  he  es.i»Cfted  to  bo  joined  by 
another  irreat  naval  force,  said  in  the  tone  of  a  Ca])tain  Dobadil  — •*  I 
must  tell  you  frankly,  I  will  not  consent  to  lose  any  inoie  time.  I 
owe  it  to  my  soveioj^n  and  to  my  ow  n  honour  not  to  suflTer  myself  to 
br  dupetl,  and  those  who  are  capable  of  thinking"  so  meanly  of  others 
justly  Ifccome  themselves  tlie  object  of  suspicion.  You  aie  puttiuL' 
your  .ship.<  of  war  in  motion;  you  tike  every  method  of  iiicreasiu:' 
your  means  of  defence;  but,  if  the  Sublime  I’orte  really  wUhe.s  io»a\e 
it.s  capital  from  l)je  dreadful  calamities  which  are  ready  to  burs-tupoii 
It.  the  thought  of  which  is  shockim;  to  our  feelinirs  ol  humanity,  you 
(tlie  Heis-lvfTendi)  w  ill  be  sent  here  very  early  to- morrow  morniu;;  wiili 
fulli»owersto  conclude  with  me  the  work  of  pe-ice,  whicli  Mr.  Arbulh- 
iiot  wouhl  by  this  time  have  set  out  to  concliulcon  shore  if  he  had  not 
been  prevented  by  a  very  serious  iudisi>oMtion.  I  now  declare  to  >ou, 
for  the  last  lime,  that  no  consideration  whatever  shall  imluco  me  to 
remain  at  a  distance  from  your  capital  a  single  moraonl  l>eyond  the 
l^eriial  I  have  now  assigmd  ;  and  you  arc  stifhcienlly  ac^iuaintcd  w  iili 
the  Knglish  character,  not  to  be  iiinorant  that,  in  a  case  of  unavoid¬ 
able  necessity,  we  are  less  disi>osed  to  threaten  than  to  execute.  IJiit 
iimlerstaud  me  well.  Our  object  is  jH’acc  and  amity  :  tins  depends ou 
you.” 

Well  may  the  blushing  historian  of  the  Tlritish  Navy  exclaim — 
“  fUn  it  be  wondered  that  tiie  Turkish  minister,  Inning  the  shrewd 
.S-basiiatii  at  liin  ell>ow,  should  laugh  at  all  this  verbiage,  and  treat 
with  contempt  IkuIi  the  writer  and  llte  governmeut  of  which  he  was 
the  organ  — Jamv^. 
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remaining  on  board  his  flag-ship,  and  had  probably 
concluded  before  this  that  negotiation  was  nonsense, 
and  that  Duckworth  had  lost  his  senses.  The 
Princes’  Islands  lie  no  more  than  three  or  four 
miles  from  the  Asiatic  shore,  which  was  now 
covered  with  irregular  troops;  there  were  cases 
upon  record,  and  one  striking  case  which  had 
occurred  in  Sir  John  Duckworth’s  own  time,  in 
which  the  Turks  had  made  a  desperate  rush  in 
open  boats  across  an  arm  of  the  sea,  and  taking  them 
by  surprise  had  inflicted  a  dreadful  blow  on  their 
enemies  ;  but,  notwithstanding  these  circumstances, 
no  proper  look-out  appears  to  have  been  kept,  and 
on  the  morning  of  the  27th  Sir  John  discovered  to 
his  amaze  that  a  body  of  Turks  had  landed  from 
the  main  on  the  island  of  Proti,  one  of  the  Princes’ 
Islands,  and  the  nearest  to  his  anchorage  ;  and  that 
they  were  actually  erecting  a  battery  to  lire  upon 
bis  ships.  These  adventurous  Turks  were  dis¬ 
lodged  in  the  course  of  the  day  by  some  grape-sbot 
fired  from  the  ships,  and  by  the  landing  of  some 
marines  and  sailors ;  but  even  this  petty  operation 
was  nearly  spoiled  by  Sir  John’s  indecision  and 
vacillation,  and  it  cost  the  lives  of  two  brave  officers 
and  of  live  men,  while  two  officers  and  seventeen 
men  returned  on  board  wounded  ;  and,  after  all,  the 
greater  part  of  the  Turks  were  allowed  to  escape  in 
their  boats  even  as  they  had  come.  It  has  been 
said  that  two  most  important  personages,  Sebastiani 
and  the  chief  Agha  of  the  janissaries,  were  on  the 
island  of  Proti,  and  might  have  been  made  pri¬ 
soners  and  carried  on  board  the  English  squadron  ; 
and  that  from  this  double  capture  great  advantages 
might  have  been  derived.  But  it  is  quite  certain 
that  neither  the  French  general  nor  the  janissarv 
Agha  risked  his  person  in  that  desperate  enter-  i 
prise ;  and  that,  if  they  had  both  been  there,  and  1 
had  both  been  made  prisoners,  the  Porte  w'ould  not 
now  have  complied  in  any  one  important  particular 
with  the  demands  of  the  English.* 

During  the  25th  and  26th  of  February  there 
had  been  a  calm  or  contrary  winds ;  but  on  the 
27th  the  wind  blew  right  into  the  Golden  Horn, 
and  continued  so  to  blow  during  the  whole  of  the 
28th.  But  no  one  on  board  the  squadron  could 
now'  rationally  e.\pect  the  fighting  signal  which  at 
first  had  been  so  eagerly  desired  ;  and  the  Turks 
were  now  quite  ready  to  meet  and  repel  the  attack 
of  a  force  far  superior  to  that  of  Sir  John.  The 

*  Tlie  Turkish  ofhcer  in  commami  of  the  party  that  landed  on  the 
island  <v  as  a  jtanissary  from  Kadikeiu.  I  lleini."ht  have  been  captured 
with  his  whole  party  ;  hut,  owin;^  to  the  spiritless,  imbecile  manner  in 
which  Sir  John  ordered  his  operations,  landing  first  one  handful  of 
men  aiul  thi'U  another  mere  handful  to  support  the  first,  tlie  English 
got  worsted  before  the  miserable  walls  of  a  Greek  monastery,  and 
were  recalleil  on  board  by  the  admiral ;  and  it  was  not  throueU  anv 
fighting  or  loss  they  had  sustained,  hut  through  the  apprehen^ionofau 
attack  iu  greater  force  on  the  following  morning,  that  the  janissaries 
stole  away  iu  the  night.  John’s  strange  orders  to  the  parties  that 
lauded  were  **  that  no  risk  whatever  must  be  run  ” — that  they  were 

not  to  pursue  their  object  should  it  he  attended  with  any  hazard.” 

Juchcreau  de  Saint-Eeuys  sa>s  that  the  Euglish  lost  a  great  many 
men,  and  that  the  Turks  remained  masters  of  tlie  monastery,  ilut 
the  Turks  certainly  lied  in  the  night,  as  we  have  staleil.  This  able 
Frenchman,  who  lK)re  an  iniporhmt  part  in  all  the  miliUrv  operations 
carried  on  at  C<.»n*‘tanliuople,  is  <|uite  right  in  saying  that  the  attack 
on  the  Turks  at  Pnni  *'  was  conducted  without  prudence  and  without 
discernment and  that  the  spirited  advice  of  Sir  Sidney  Smith  was 
never  once  followed  after  the  British  squadron  liad  got  through  the 
Dardanelles. 


enthusiasm  and  fury  of  all  classes  of  Mussulmans 
kept  up  the  heart  of  the  sultan’s  ministers;  or 
rather,  perhaps,  their  first  fear  of  the  English 
squadron  was  dissipated  by  the  more  terrible 
apprehension  of  being  torn  to  pieces  by  the  janis¬ 
saries  and  the  populace  if  they  quailed  before  tlie 
enemy  and  yielded  to  his  demands ;  for  it  was  the 
unvarying  practice  of  these  Turks  to  avenge  the 
misfortunes  of  their  country  on  the  men  who 
governed  it,  and  to  murder  or  attempt  to  murder 
whatsoever  minister  had  done  amiss  or  had  incurred 
their  suspicion.  This  was  their  one  great,  con¬ 
stitutional  check :  their  impeachments  were  made, 
not  with  glowing  words,  but  with  fire  and  the  sword. 
They  called  for  vengeance  upon  the  English,  who 
had  attacked  them  in  a  time  of  peace,  who  had 
forced  the  closed  avenue  to  Constantinople,  batter¬ 
ing  the  castles  and  killing  the  faithful,  who  had 
burned  a  Turkish  squadron,  and  had  then  come  on 
to  dictate  the  law’  to  their  sultan  by  threatening 
to  burn  his  capital  and  palace.  Encouraged, 
enchanted  by  this  national  spirit.  General  Sebas¬ 
tiani  sought  and  obtained  a  private  audience  of 
Sultan  Selim,  the  morning  after  Duckworth’s  arri¬ 
val  at  the  Princes’  Islands:  he  offered  his  own 
services  and  the  services  of  several  engineer  and 
artillery  officers  whom  ^Marshal  iMamiont  had  oppor¬ 
tunely  sent  from  the  Adriatic  to  the  Bosporus ; 
he  represented  that  immense  advantages  might  he 
derived  from  a  close  alliance  with  his  master  the 
Emperor  Napoleon,  who  was  heating  the  Russians 
out  of  Poland,  and  who  would  assuredly  conduct 
his  victorious  army  to  St.  Petersburg,  and  there 
dictate  a  peace  to  the  czar  which  should  preserve 
and  guarantee  the  integrity  of  the  Turkish  empire, 
as  well  in  Europe  as  iu  Asia.  Selim  was  no  hero, 
hut  his  heart  and  hope  rose  at  these  bright  pros¬ 
pects.  He  cleared  out  his  harem,  sent  all  his 
women  with  their  black  and  wliite  guardians  away 
to  an  ancient  palace  of  the  Greek  emperors  situated 
in  the  heart  of  Constantinople ;  he  admitted  sol¬ 
diers  and  workmen  into  the  interior  of  the  seraglio, 
into  its  most  sacred  or  mysterious  recesses ;  and  he 
allow’ed  them  to  cut  away  walls  and  to  plant  bat¬ 
teries  among  the  cypress  trees  and  on  the  terraces 
of  the  garden.  The  point  and  two  sides  of  the 
triangle  on  which  this  palace  of  the  sultan  stands, 
soon  bristled  with  cannon.  In  the  name  of  the 
sultan  a  call  was  made  upon  all  the  faithful  to  be 
under  arms  or  to  serve  in  the  batteries,  and  the 
rayali  subjects  of  the  Porte,  Greeks,  Armenians, 
Jews,  and  the  rest,  were  invited  or  pressed  into  the 
service,  and  employed  to  drag  the  cannon,  to  carry 
the  earth  and  fascines,  the  powder  and  the  shot. 
Counting  all  the  suburbs  and  the  villages  on  the 
Bosporus,  Constantinople  might  have  at  this  time 
a  population  of  800,000  souls  ;  and  out  of  this 
number  nearly  every  male  that  had  passed  the  age 
of  childhood,  and  had  not  attained  to  the  blindness 
or  decrepitude  of  old  age,  was  set  in  active  mo¬ 
tion.  Every  day  too  brought  in  levies  and  volun¬ 
teers  from  European  Turkey  and  from  the  plains 
and  hills  pf  Asia  Elinor.  A  number  of  new  hat- 
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teries  had  been  traced  by  a  Frencli  officer  of  engi¬ 
neers  before  our  ambassador  tied  from  Constanti¬ 
nople,  but  not  one  of  them  was  mounted  when 
Uuckw'orth  first  arrived.  In  the  course  of  tlie  ten 
days  which  our  admiral  allowed  them  the  Turks 
mounted  and  manned  all  these  batteries,  with  a 
good  many  more  besides.  Fl-'cclusive  of  the  mili¬ 
tary  men  by  profession,  Sebastian!  collected  about 
200  Frenchmen,  secretaries,  and  clerks  of  the 
embassy,  travellers,  merchants,  brokers,  who  volun¬ 
teered  to  serve  in  the  batteries,  and  who  all  (like 
nearly  every  Frenchman  of  that  generation)  knew 
something  of  the  art  or  practice  of  war.  These 
Frenchmen,  too,  gained  golden  opinions  by  the 
liberal  distribution  of  golden  napoleons  with  which 
they  had  been  furnished.  The  Spanish  ambas¬ 
sador,  the  Marquis  de  Almenara  (subsequently 
minister  of  the  interior  to  Joseph  Bonaparte,  when 
Joseph  gave  up  the  kingdom  of  Naples  to  become 
king  of  Spain),  was  almost  as  active  and  energetic 
as  Sebastian!  and  his  Frenchmen:  day  and  night 
he  was  in  the  batteries  with  his  secretaries,  attaches, 
and  the  rest  of  his  legation  ;  and  he  organised  a 
company  of  cannoneers  out  of  the  Spanish  sailors 
that  happened  to  be  on  board  of  merchant  vessels 
in  the  Golden  Horn.  By  the  evening  of  the  22nd 
from  200  to  300  pieces  of  artillery  were  placed  in 
battery  ;  but  by  the  26th  or  21th  1200  guns  of  all 
calibres  were  mounted  and  ready.  Parapets  and 
other  works  had  risen,  as  if  by  magic,  on  both  sides 
of  the  port  and  at  the  Asiatic  suburb  of  Scutari ; 
and  the  rock  which  lies  nearly  «  Jleur  de  Veau 
between  the  Point  of  Scutari  and  the  Seraglio 
Point,  and  which  is  surmounted  by  an  ancient 
tower,  called  by  the  Turks  the  Maiden’s  Tower, 
and  by  the  Franks  of  the  country  (absurdly  enough) 
the  Tower  of  Leander,  had  been  jirovided  Avith 
some  immense  guns,  and  with  a  furnace  for  red- 
hot  shot.  The  fleet  lying  in  the  Golden  Horn 
consisted  of  ten  or  twelve  large  ships  of  the  line, 
some  frigates,  and  a  multitude  of  small  cralt : 
many  of  these  vessels  Avere  going  fast  to  ruin,  and 
they  Avere  nearly  all  dismasted  and  Avithout  their 
creAvs  on  board  Avhen  the  British  sejuadron  first 
arrived ;  but  Avhile  Duckworth  was  lying  at  Princes’ 
Islands  seven  of  these  line-of-hattle  ships  Avere 
manned,  brought  out,  and  moored  across  the  mouth 
of  the  harbour  and  the  entrance  of  the  Bosporus, 
supported  by  a  longer  and  double  line  of  gunboats. 
J'he  Turks  had  also  ])repared,  and  in  great  num¬ 
bers,  a  species  of  fire-ships.  A  great  dread  conti- 
nuctl  to  be  entertained  of  Duckworth’s  two  bomb 
ships,  for,  except  the  seraglio,  the  mosques,  some 
of  the  bazaars,  and  a  very  few  other  jiublic  buihl- 
ings,  all  the  houses  of  Constantinople  and  the 
suburbs  are  built  of  wood;  but  pumps  Averejilaccd 
in  all  directions,  Avatcr-carriers  Averc  pressed  into 
the  service,  and  detachments  of  janissaries  armed 
Avith  axes  as  well  as  Avith  guns  Avere  distributed  in 
the  streets  and  squares  to  stop  the  conflagration 
wherever  it  should  burst  out. 

On  the  morning  of  the  1st  of  March  the  Avind 
blcAV  from  the  N.E.,  a  fair  Avind  for  returning  to 
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the  Dardanelles.  At  eight  o’clock  the  British  ships 
got  under  sail,  standing  in  line  of  battle.  Sir  John 
Duckworth  says  that,  in  order  to  give  the  Turkish 
fleet  an  opportunity  to  come  out  and  attack  him, 
he  stood  on  and  off  Constantinople  during  the  day  : 
but  this  has  been  properly  described  as  a  flourish, 
for  the  Turks  had  been  able  to  get  ready  for  sea 
only  five  sail  of  the  line  and  four  frigates.  On  the 
approach  of  night  Sir  John  bore  up  for  the  Dar¬ 
danelles.  On  the  evening  of  the  2nd  of  March  he 
reached  the  inner  mouth  of  the  Straits,  and  came 
to  anchor,  preferring  daylight  for  passing  the  castles 
and  batteries,  although  there  Avere  no  difficulties  of 
navigation,  and  if  he  had  gone  through  in  the  night 
he  must  in  all  probability  have  escaped  the  injury 
Avhich  he  sustained  by  broad  daylight.  Here  the 
admiral  got  rid  of  his  only  trophy  by  giving  up  the 
Turkish  corvette,  which  Sir  Sidney  Smith  had  cap¬ 
tured,  to  the  prisoners. 

On  the  morning  of  the  3rd  of  March,  at  half¬ 
past  seven  o’clock,  and  not  earlier  (as  if  he  had 
been  anxious  not  to  disturb  his  enemies  in  their 
beds  at  too  early  an  hour),  Duckworth  again 
weighed  and  bore  uj)  under  topsails  Avith  the  wind 
still  fresh  at  N.E.  About  eight  o’clock  the  ships 
began  to  enter  the  channel,  in  much  the  same  order 
as  they  had  observed  in  going  iq).  They  noAv  had 
not  only  the  wind,  but  also  the  rapid  current,  in 
their  favour  ;  but  upon  these  increased  advantages 
for  ])assing  there  A\'as  this  serious  draAvback, — Avhile 
Sir  John  had  been  dozing  at  I’roti  some  ncAv  Avorks 
had  been  raised;  some  of  the  old  ones  had  been 
considerably  improved  ;  some  Turkish  engineers, 
Avho  had  been  instructed  by  the  French,  and  200 
Avell-trained  cannoneers,  had  been  sent  doAvn  from 
the  capital ;  a  vast  body  of  troops  and  of  Avorkmen 
had  been  collected  on  the  spot ;  and,  Avhat  perhaps 
Avas  of  as  much  consequence  as  almost  anything 
else,  it  Avas  not  now  a  holiday  Avith  the  Turks. 
The  old  castles  on  either  side  the  Hellespont  Avere 
abundantly  garrisoned ;  all  the  cannoneers  were  at 
their  posts  ;  and  the  enormous  cannons  of  the  bat¬ 
teries  on  the  Avater’s  edge,  some  of  Avhich  carried 
granite  balls  Aveighing  each  700  or  800  lbs.,  Avere 
not  neglected  now,  as  they  had  been  during  the 
upward  ])assagc.  As  they  approached  the  Castle 
of  Abydos  the  English  were  saluted  by  a  cross  fire 
of  shot  and  shells  of  the  hottest  kind  ;  and  as  they 
rushed  rapidly  down  they  ran  the  gauntlet  between 
the  castles  and  batteries  of  Europe  and  Asia,  to 
Avhich  they  replied  Avith  occasional  broadsides,  but 
Avithout  slopping  (avIucIi  Avas  next  to  an  impossi¬ 
bility),  and  Avithout  attempting  to  moderate  the 
rapidity  of  their  movement.  Luckily  for  the  Eng¬ 
lish,  those  immense  guns  on  the  Avatcr’s  edge  took 
a  long  time  for  loading,  and  could  be  fired  only  in 
one  direction.  During  the  two  hours  tliat  our 
squadron  Avas  passing  through  tlie  close  and  most 
dangerous  ])arts  of  the  Straits,  the  ‘  Canopus  ’  had 
her  Avheel  carried  aAvay  and  her  hull  mucli  damaged 
by  the  stone  shot ;  the  ‘  Repulse  ’  received  a  stone 
shot  Avhich  Avent  through  between  her  poop  and 
quarter-deck,  killing  10  and  Avounding  10;  the 
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‘  Royal  George  ’  had  several  of  her  lower  shrouds 
cut  away,  aud  sustained  other  damage ;  a  stone 
shot  of  800  lbs.  w'eight  struck  the  main-mast  of 
the  ‘  Windsor  Castle,’  and  cut  it  more  than  three- 
quarters  through ;  and  another  enormous  granite 
shot  of  nearly  the  same  w'eight,  discharged  from 
the  Castle  of  Sestos,  entered  the  lower  deck  of  the 
‘  Standard,’  and  caused  an  explosion  which  badly 
wounded  *a  lieutenant  and  46  men.  Sir  Sidney 
Smith’s  ship,  the  ‘  Pompee,’  had  the  good  fortune 
to  escape  without  being  struck  by  a  single  shot  in 
hull,  masts,  rigging,  or  sails ;  but  the  ‘  Thunderer  ’ 
was  a  good  deal  damaged ;  and  the  ‘  Active  ’  frigate 
was  perforated  by  one  of  the  800  lbs.  granite  shot.* 
This  was  nearly  all  the  damage  sustained  by  the 
shipping;  and  the  total  loss  in  officers  and  men 
did  not  exceed  29  killed  and  140  wounded.  A 
little  before  noon  Sir  John  Duckworth  got  to  his 
old  anchorage  between  the  island  of  Tenedos  and 
the  Plains  of  Troy,  where  he  was  sale  from  all 
molestation.  He  w'as  immediately  joined  by  the 
Russian  admiral  Siuiavin,  with  eight  sail  of  the  line. 
It  is  said,  but  the  story  is  somewhat  doubtful,  that 
Siniavin  requested  Sir  John  to  return  with  him, 
and  renew  the  attack  or  the  negotiations ;  and  that 
Sir  John  declined,  saying  that  where  a  British 
squadron  had  failed  no  other  was  likely  to  succeed. 

Thus  ended  the  famed  expedition  to  the  Helles¬ 
pont  and  the  Bosporus.  It  had  broken  the  spell 
by  which  the  passage  of  the  Dardanelles  had  been 
guarded  for  so  many  ages ;  but  the  result  of  the 
whole  was  little  more  than  a  brilliant  bravado, 
followed  by  a  series  of  wretched  and  dishonouring 
blunders.  No  investigation  was  instituted  into  the 
causes  of  the  failure.  On  the  16th  of  May,  1808, 
Colonel  Wood  moved  in  the  House  of  Commons 
for  the  log  of  the  ‘  Royal  George,’  Sir  John’s  hag 
ship,  with  the  view  of  grounding  a  charge  against 
that  admiral  ;  but  the  motion  was  rejected  on  the 
principle  that  the  inquiry  appertained  more  pro¬ 
perly  to  a  court-martial.  On  the  20th  of  May, 
after  many  severe’  strictures,  as  w^ell  on  the  prin¬ 
ciple  as  on  the  management  of  the  whole  affair, 
Mr.  M.  A.  Taylor  moved  the  censure  of  the  House 
upon  the  jdanners  of  the  expedition,  the  members 
of  the  late  administration,  for  not  having  made 
arrangements  adequate  to  the  occasion.  The  mover 
insisted  that  Lord  Collingwood  ought  to  have  been 
allowed  to  choose  the  officer  for  conducting  the 
expedition,  and  ought  not  to  have  had  Sir  John 
Duckworth  forced  upon  him  by  ministers ;  that 
disgrace  had  been  brought  upon  the  British  arms 
unnecessarily  and  strqiidly.  Mr.  Canning,  then 
secretary  for  foreign  affairs,  admitted  that  it  was  ol)- 
vious  the  expedition  might  have  done  more  than  it 
did;  and  Windham,  late  secretarv-at-w'ar,  insisted 
that  the  failure  of  the  enterprise  could  not  be  attri- 

*  The  Aperture  made  by  this  shot  was  so  wide,  that  Uie  captain,  on 
lookuij^  over  the  side  of  Ids  IVitiate  to  ascertain  what  damage  liad 
Ix'uri  done,  saw  two  of  his  crew  thrusting  their  heads  througli  the  liole  at 
the  same  moment.  Tlie  gigantic  ball,  whicli  lodged  on  the  orlop  deck, 
<dose  U\  the  magazine  scuttle,  without  injuring  a  man,  had  passed 
through  the  ‘Active’s’  side  only  two  feet  above  the  water.  Had  tliere 
risen  a  uiNressily  for  hauling  to  the  wind  on  the  opposite  lack,  the 
*  Active’  must  have  gone  to  the  bottom. 


buted  to  any  misconduct  of  the  late  government. 
But  the  question  Avas  introduced  merely  as  a  reta¬ 
liation  on  tire  party  of  the  late  ministers,  who  had 
violently  assailed  the  justice  and  policy  of  the  attack 
upon  Copenhagen  by  Admiral  Gambler  and  Lord 
Cathcart,  which  had  been  ordered  by  the  new  ad¬ 
ministration  ;  and  in  the  strife  of  parties  Sir  John 
Duckworth  was  almost  lost  sight  of.  Taylor’s 
motion  was  got  rid  of  by  Canning’s  moving  the 
order  of  the  day ;  and  afterwards  a  whirlwind  of 
business  of  the  most  exciting  kind  carried  the 
attention  of  parliament  away  from  the  subject ; 
and  Sir  John  chose  rather  to  submit  to  the  im¬ 
putations  cast  upon  him  by  Canning,  Windham, 
and  many  others  of  less  name,  than  to  challenge 
— as  he  well  might  have  done,  and  as  he  seemed 
in  honour  hound  to  do — an  investigation  into  his 
conduct  by  a  court-martial. 

From  Tenedos,  where  he  left  the  Russian  squad¬ 
ron  under  Siniavin  to  blockade  the  Dardanelles, 
Sir  John  hastened  down  to  the  moutiis  of  the  Nile, 
to  co-operate  in  a  still  more  imbecile  expedition 
which  had  been  planned  by  “  All  the  Talents.” 
Ever  since  the  evacuation  of  Egypt  by  tlie  British 
troops  that  country  had  been  the  scene  of  anarchy 
and  civil  war ;  the  Alameluke  chiefs,  or  such  of 
them  as  survived  the  destructive  battles  fought  l)y 
the  French,  fighting  against  Mehemet  All,  the 
sultan’s  pasha  and  governor,  and  his  Albanian 
troops,  and  both  parties  committing  frightful  ex¬ 
cesses,  and  plundering  and  murdering  the  poor 
Arabs  and  Egyjitian  Fellahs.  The  Grenville  ad¬ 
ministration  seem  to  have  had  great  faith  in  sudden 
national  friendships  :  they  thought  that  the  South 
American  Spaniards  wmdd  renounce  their  pre¬ 
judices  and  join  General  Whitelocke;  and  they 
thought  that,  if  some  other  British  general  were 
sent  into  Egypt,  the  Mameluke  beys,  the  Arabs, 
the  Fellahs,  and  all  classes  except  the  wild  Alba¬ 
nian  soldiery  in  the  pay  of  Mehemet  Ali  and  tlie 
Porte,  would  either  rush  to  his  standard  or  joy¬ 
fully  submit  to  his  authority.  With  some  of  the 
Mamelukes  a  friendly  correspondence  had  been 
maintained  for  some  time  ;  but  there  was  slight 
dependence  to  be  placed  upon  that  capricious, 
treacherous,  aud  lawless  confederacy,  and  Mehemet 
Ali  had  decidedly  proved  that  the  Mamelukes  were 
by  far  the  weaker  party.  There  had  been  a  rumour 
that  the  sultan  had  entertained  the  notion  of  a 
treaty,  by  which  Egypt  was  to  be  given  uji  to  the 
French  as  the  price  of  Bonaparte’s  assistance 
against  the  Russians  on  the  Danube,  in  the  Crimea, 
and  in  the  other  vast  regions  round  the  Black  Sea, 
which  the  czars  had  successively  torn  from  Turkcv  ; 
but  the  French  could  neither  keep  nor  so  much  "as 
take  possession  of  Egypt  so  long  as  England  main¬ 
tained  her  superiority  at  sea.  The  landing  of  a 
British  army  in  Egypt  might  indeed  serve  as  a 
jiresent  diversion  highly  favourable  to  our  ally  tlie 
irinperor  Alexander,  who,  while  outnumbered  and 
hard  pressed  by  Bonaparte  between  the  "Vistula 
and  the  Niemen,  was  obliged  to  keep  an  army  of 
30,000  or  40,000  men  on  the  Danube ;  but  to 
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effect  this  desirable  object  our  ministers  ought  to 
have  sent  15,000  or  20,000  men,  instead  of  a 
diminutive  force  ■which  ■was  not  capable  of  con¬ 
tending  with  Mehemet  Ali,  and  which  was  crushed 
and  disgraced  without  so  much  as  the  marching  of 
an  oda  of  janissaries  from  Constantinople,  or  from 
any  part  of  European  Turkey,  or  from  Asia  Minor, 
or  from  Syria. 

On  the  5tli  of  March  from  4000  to  5000  men, 
taken  from  our  army  in  Sicily,  w'ere  embarked  at 
Messina,  under  the  command  of  IMajor-General 
Mackenzie  Fraser,  who  was  escorted  by  a  ship  of 
the  line,  a  frigate,  and  a  16-gun  brig-slooj).  A 
storm  scattered  the  transports;  but  on  the  16th, 
the  74  and  fourteen  sail  of  transports  anchored  a 
little  to  the  westward  of  Alexandria.  At  this  time 
nothing  appears  to  have  been  known  in  Egypt  of 
Sir  John  Duckworth’s  failure;  and  General  Fraser 
believed  that  sejuadron  had  been  successful  at  Con¬ 
stantinople.  Major  Misset,  the  English  resident 
and  consul  at  Alexandria,  came  off  in  a  boat,  and 
made  a  favourable  report  to  the  general  as  to  the 
disposition  of  the]  inhabitants.  Fraser  then  sum¬ 
moned  the  town  and  fortresses.  On  the  morning  of 
the  17rh  of  March,  Mehemet’s  governor  replied 
that  he  would  defend  the  place  to  the  last  extremity. 
On  the  evening  of  thatday,  from  600  to  700  troops, 
5  field-pieces,  and  about  60  sailors  were  landed 
without  opposition,  and  .300  more  soldiers  were 
landed  on  tlie  18th.  On  the  evening  of  the  18th, 
these  troops  moved  forward,  and  carried  the  ene¬ 
my’s  advanced  works,  with  the  trifling  loss  of  seven 
killed  and  ten  wounded.  On  the  next  day  the 
nineteen  missing  transports  reached  the  anchorage 
in  Aboukir  Bay,  and  on  the  20th  the  remainder  of 
the  trooiis  were  landed  without  the  slightest  oppo¬ 
sition,  the  Castle  of  Aboukir  having  been  previously 
secured.  Having  taken  up  ground  to  prevent  the 
arrival  of  a  reinforcement  of  Albanians,  General 
Fraser  on  the  morning  of  the  20th  sent  in,  by  a 
friendly  Arab  that  had  stolen  out  of  the  town  and 
joined  him,  a  manifesto,  .addressed  to  the  inhabit¬ 
ants  of  Alexandria,  warning  them  of  the  danger  of 
implicating  friends  and  foes  in  the  event  of  the 
Flnglish  being  obliged  to  take  the  town  by  assault, 
and  urging  them  to  force  the  governor  to  capitulate. 
This,  added  to  the  arrival  of  the  nineteen  trans])orts 
and  the  landing  of  the  troops  they  brought,  had  the 
desired  effect;  Mehemet’s  governor  immediately 
sent  out  a  flag  of  truce,  and,  in  the  course  of  the 
afternoon,  agreed  to  and  signed  a  capitulation.  On 
the  21st,  Fraser  took  possession  of  the  forts  of  Caffa- 
relli  and  Cretin,  and  marched  into  Alexandria.  In 
the  old  harbour  were  found  two  Turkish  frigates 
and  one  corvette,  which  remained  prizes,  but  their 
crews  were  to  be  sent  to  a  Turkish  port,  under 
condition  not  to  serve  against  England  or  her  allies 
till  exchanged.  In  the  course  of  the  following  day. 
Sir  John  Ducktvorth  arrived  with  his  squadron 
and  his  bad  news.  We  had  taken  Alexandria,  but 
tlie  poor  soldiers  soon  found  tiiat  they  had  taken  it 
only  to  starve  in  it :  provisions  were  scarce,  the 
neighbouring  sands  supplied  nothing,  and  the  open 


country  beyond  remained  in  possession  of  Mehemet 
Ali’s  Albanians,  who  cut  off  all  supplies.  So  badly 
had  the  transports  been  supplied,  that  the  men  had 
eaten  almost  their  last  biscuit  before  they  landed. 
The  inhabitants  of  Alexandria,  who  ran  the  risk  of 
being  starved  as  well  as  the  British  troojis,  assured 
General  Fraser  that  there  was  no  hope  of  obtaining 
provisions  unless  he  extended  his  conquest  along 
the  coast,  and  got  possession  of  Rosetta  and  Rha- 
manieh ;  and  upon  this  assurance,  and  with  the 
concurrence  of  Admiral  Duckworth,  Fraser  on  the 
27  th  of  March — only  six  days  after  gaining  pos¬ 
session  of  Alexandria — detached  about  1200  men, 
under  Major-General  Wauchope  and  Brigadier- 
General  Mead,  to  Rosetta.  The  troops  were  al¬ 
lowed  to  march  forward  in  the  most  confident 
and  blindest  manner,  fur  their  generals  all  fancied 
that  the  inhabitants  of  Rosetta  were  as  quiet  and 
friendly  as  the  people  of  Alexandria.  Instead  of 
keeping  their  posts  on  some  heights  which  com- 
m.and  the  town,  and  instead  of  taking  any  precau¬ 
tions,  Wauchope,  without  .any  previous  examination, 
rushed  with  his  whole  force  into  the  streets  of 
Rosetta,  the  gates  of  the  town  having  been  ex- 
])ressly  left  open.  The  Albanian  commandant  let 
them  rush  on  and  cram  themselves  in  close  columns 
in  those  narrow,  crooked  streets ;  and  then,  from 
every  door-way,  window,  and  house-top  on  either 
side  of  the  streets,  he  hailed  upon  them  with  musket- 
shot  and  carbine  and  rifle-ball.  Almost  without 
seeing  the  enemy  that  assailed  them,  three  hundred 
of  the  British  fell  dead  or  badly  wounded.  General 
Wauchope  himself  was  slain;  and,  before  they 
could  extricate  themselves  from  that  infernal  laby¬ 
rinth  into  which  the  folly  of  their  commanders  had 
led  them,  another  hundred  men  and  officers  fell 
under  the  murderous  fire  of  the  Albanians.  When 
our  people  got  out  of  the  town,  they  formed  in 
good  order,  and  so  retreated  for  Alexandria  ;  hut 
the  Albanians,  who  always  fought  best  under  cover 
and  behind  walls,  atrd  who  dreaded  an  encounter 
with  European  troops  in  the  open  field,  made  no 
attempt  to  throrv  them  into  disorder  by  following 
them.  Thus,  instead  of  provisions,  General  Fraser 
received  a  list  of  400  kflled  and  wounded — a  sad 
reduction  to  a  force  so  small  as  his.  At  a  moment 
when  absolute  famine  was  threateninsr  the  British 
army,  the  city  of  Alexandria,  and  all  their  friends. 
Sir  John  Duckworth,  leaving  the  command  of  the 
squadron  to  Rear-Admiral  Louis,  who  died  shortly 
after,  quitted  that  unpleasant  coast  in  the  ‘  Royal 
George,’  and  arrived  safely  in  England  on  the  26th 
of  May. 

It  appe.ars,  however,  that  the  scarcity  of  provi¬ 
sions  in  Alexandria  was  far  from  being  so  great  as 
the  people  chose  to  represent  it;  that,  though 
wheaten  bread  was  rather  scarce,  there  was  abun¬ 
dance  of  rice  in  the  magazines  ;  that  supplies  were 
brought  in  by  water  ;  and  that  good  and  ahundant 
provisions  might  have  been  obtained  without  going 
to  Rosetta  for  them.  But  the  Surbadji,  or  chief 
magistrate,  who  very  probably  had  his  instructions 
from  Mehemet  Ali,  again  represented  that  the 
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])eople  would  be  starved  ;  and  General  Fraser  there¬ 
upon  sent  2500  men,  under  the  command  of  Bri¬ 
gadier-General  Stewart  and  Colonel  Osw'ald,  to 
take  Rosetta  by  regular  siege.  On  the  9th  of 
April,  Stewart  took  post  on  the  heights,  sum¬ 
moned  the  town,  and,  receiving  an  answer  of  de¬ 
fiance,  began  to  form  his  batteries.  The  British 
commander-in-chief  attached  great  im])ortance  to 
a  promise  he  had  received  from  the  Mameluke 
Beys,  that  they  would  come  down  from  Upper 
Egypt  and  join  him.  Instead  of  trusting  to  his 
own  resources,  and  driving  on  the  siege  with  vigour. 
Brigadier- General  Stewart  waited  for  the  arrival  of 
the  Mameluke  cavalry,  and  Colonel  Macleod  was 
sent  to  seize  an  important  post  at  the  village  of  El 
Hammed,  for  the  purpose  of  facilitating  a  junction 
with  the  expected  succour.  But  day  after  day 
passed  without  bringing  any  succour  or  even  any 
intelligence  of  it.  Mehemet  Ali  had  collected  a 
great  force  at  Cairo,  which  kept  the  Mamelukes 
in  check.  :  The  pasha  was  also  sending  rein¬ 
forcements  to  Rhamanieh  and  Rosetta,  and  other 
corps  intended  to  drive  Stewart  back  to  Alexandria. 
On  the  morning  of  the  22nd  of  April,  sixty  or 
seventy  vessels  were  seen  sailing  down  the  Nile 
with  some  of  these  reinforcements  from  Cairo; 
orders  were  immediately  sent  to  Macleod  to  retreat 
from  his  position  to  the  main  body ;  but  these 
orders  were  intercepted,  and  the  detachment  at  El 
Hammed  was  completely  cut  off.  On  the  23rd  of 
April,  the  besiegers  of  Rosetta,  who  were  absurdly 
scattered  over  a  wide  space  of  ground,  with  scarcely 
any  entrenchments,  were  assailed  by  a  vastly  su- 
jierior  force,  and  were  driven  from  all  their  posi¬ 
tions.  Stewart  retreated,  fighting  all  the  way  to 
Alexandria ;  but  he  lost  altogether,  in  killed, 
wounded,  and  missing,  from  1000  to  1200  men. 
It  has  been  suggested  that,  had  this  expedition 
against  Egypt  been  planned  by  the  new  ministry, 
which  came  into  power  on  the  25th  of  March,  they 
would  have  supported  it  by  reinforcements  from 
Messina  or  from  Malta.  But  they  did  not  approve 
of  the  expedition ;  and  their  strong  disapprobation 
was  not  long  kept  a  secret  from  General  Fraser 
and  the  officers  serving  under  him.  We  conceive 
that,  for  the  honour  of  our  arms,  the  new  ministers 
were  bound  to  make  the  best  of  the  blunder  com¬ 
mitted  by  their  predecessors,  and  to  send  out  at 
least  such  succour  as  should  enable  Fraser  to  with¬ 
draw  from  Egypt  without  disgrace.  But,  unhap¬ 
pily,  party  passions,  and  an  eagerness  to  thrown 
crushing  weight  of  opprobrium  and  unpopularity 
upon  their  predecessors,  seem  to  have  confirmed 
them  in  a  resolution  to  do  nothing.  This  was  not 
the  first  time,  nor  the  last,  in  which  the  character 
of  the  nation  was  committed  in  order  that  a  poli¬ 
tical  party  might  be  discredited.  It  was,  however, 
particularly  painful  that  Egypt,  which  had  been 
the  scene  of  our  first  bright  military  exploits  during 
this  war,  should  be  so  soon  made  the  scene  of  our 
miserable  discomfiture  and  failure.  It  was  de¬ 
stroying  a  prestige. 

No  Mamelukes  arrived  ;  but  Mehcm  Ali  great- 
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dually  collected  an  immense  force  of  horse  and  foot 
between  Cairo  and  Alexandria ;  and  now  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  that  city,  and  all  the  Arabs  and  Fel¬ 
lahs  in  the  neighbourhood,  showed  the  steadiness 
of  their  friendship  for  the  English  by  concerting 
plans  for  their  expulsion,  cutting  off  their  supplies, 
and  murdering  the  men  at  the  outposts.  By  the 
end  of  July,  Eraser  was  in  a  hopeless  condition  ; 
on  the  22nd  of  August,  on  the  near  approach  of 
some  of  Mehemet’s  columns,  he  sent  out  a  Hag  of 
truce,  announcing  that,  if  the  pasha  would  deliver 
up  all  the  British  prisoners  taken  at  Rosetta,  El 
Hammed,  and  elsewhere,  the  army  under  his  com¬ 
mand  should  immediately  evacuate  Egypt.  This 
was  readily  agreed  to ;  and  on  the  23rd  of  Sep¬ 
tember  what  remained  of  the  English  army  set 
sail  for  Sicily. 

Irritated  by  all  these  hostile  proceedings,  the 
sultan  had  declared  war  against  England,  had 
seized  all  British  property  or  merchandize  in  his 
dominions,  had  concluded  a  close  alliance  with  the 
French,  and  had  sent  an  ambassador  into  Poland  to 
follow  in  the  train  of  the  triumphant  Bonaparte, 
who  duped  him  with  fine  promises  so  long  as  it 
suited  his  purpose,  and  then  left  Turkey  to  defend 
herself  as  she  best  might  against  the  Russians. 

While  Admiral  Siniaviii  was  blockading  the 
Dardanelles,  another  Russian  squadron  came  down 
the  Black  Sea,  and  blockaded  the  mouth  of  the 
Bosporus.  In  the  month  of  May,  a  Turkish  squa¬ 
dron  of  eight  sail  of  the  line,  six  frigates,  some 
corvettes,  and  about  fifty  gun-boats,  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  a  new  capitan-pasha,  came  boldly  out  of 
the  Dardanelles;  but  on  the  22nd  of  May,  after  a 
running  fight  of  two  hours,  and  after  losing  three 
ships,  which  were  stranded  through  bad  seaman¬ 
ship,  they  ran  back  into  the  narrow  channel,  and 
took  shelter  above  tlie  castles.  On  the  22nd  of  Juno 
the  Turks  issued  forth  with  ten  sail  of  the  line,  six 
frigates,  and  five  smaller  vessels.  On  the  1st  of 
July  they  were  attacked  by  the  Russians,  who  had 
ten  sail  of  the  line  and  two  frigates.  The  loose 
running  battle  lasted  the  w'hole  day,  and  ended  in 
the  Turks  losing  three  ships  of  the  line  and  three 
frigates.  On  receiving  the  news  of  the  treaty  of 
Tilsit,  which  converted  Russia  from  a  friend  and 
ally  into  an  enemy  of  England,  Admiral  Siniavin 
hurried  down  the  Mediterranean ;  and,  after  detach¬ 
ing  two  ships  of  the  line,  and  some  smaller  vessels 
to  take  possession  of  the  island  of  Corfu,  which 
France  had  ceded  to  Russia,  he  hastened  away  for  the 
Straits  of  Gibraltar  with  the  remainder  of  his  force, 
scarcely  hoping  to  get  into  the  Baltic  before  open 
war  should  be  declared  between  Russia  and  Eng¬ 
land — in  which  case  his  capture  would  be  inevitable. 
Before  the  second  of  these  naval  battles  was  fought 
Sultan  Selim  had  ceased  to  reign,  and  his  chief 
ministers  and  advisers  had  been  savagely  massacred, 
as  they  would  have  been  during  Duckworth’s  visit 
if  they  had  yielded  to  our  demands. 

Some  slight  essays  had  been  made  by  twm  of  his 
immediate  predecessors,  but  Selim  may  be  consi¬ 
dered  as  the  first  great  innovator,  and  as  the  founder 
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of  tliat  system  of  reform,  military  and  civil,  which 
was  afterwards  carried  out  and  established  by  Sultan 
Mahmoud,  the  father  of  the  Turkish  sovereigti  now 
reigning.  From  the  commencement  of  his  reign 
Selim  laboured  to  uproot  many  of  the  religious  and 
social  prejndiccs  which  had  kept  the  Turks  in  a 
state  of  barbarism,  while  all  the  nations  of  Europe 
were  rapidly  advancing  in  civilization ;  and  he  had 
strenuously  endeavoured  to  introduce  the  sciences 
and  arts  of  the  Christians,  together  with  their  mili¬ 
tary  organization  and  tactics,  which  for  the  last 
hundred  years  had  invariably  given  them  the  ad¬ 
vantage  in  the  field  over  the  disorganized  and  dege¬ 
nerate  janissary  militia,  and  all  the  irregular  levies 
and  masses  of  the  Osmanlees,  who  had  rarely  any 
other  military  quality  than  that  of  a  headlong  cou¬ 
rage.  Several  absurd  but  ancient  and  cherished 
laws  had  been  abrogated  ;  the  sultan  had  surrounded 
himself  with  Europeans,  or  with  Greeks  who  had 
travelled  and  resided  in  the  most  civilized  parts  of 
the  continent ;  he  had  sent  ambassadors  to  reside  in 
the  principal  courts,  and  had  encouraged  a  number 
of  'J’urkish  gentlemen,  who  never  till  now  used  to 
quit  their  homes,  to  travel  through  the  most  enlight¬ 
ened  countries  in  search  of  improvement,  lie  had 
begun  to  create  a  regular  army,  disciplined  after 
the  most  approved  European  models,  and  instructed 
by  Frcncb,  Italian,  and  other  European  officers. 
Selim’s  nizam-gedittes,  or  troops  of  the  new  regu¬ 
lation  or  ordinance,  already  amounted  to  some 
1(J,000  foot,  toleral)ly  well  trained  ;  and  in  addition 
to  this  force  he  had  two  or  three  regiments  of 
cavalry,  disciplined  and  armed  in  the  European 


manner,  and  a  small  but  good  corps  of  artillerymen, 
who  had  learned  to  manage  the  excellent  light 
field-pieces  which  had  been  presented  to  the  sultan 
by  the  French  Directory  in  1790,  when  France 
was  courting  the  friendship  of  Turkey.  Splendid 
barracks  had  been  built  in  the  suburbs  of  Constan¬ 
tinople,  for  the  accommodation  of  the  nizam- 
gedittes,  and  one  of  the  chief  occupations  and 
greatest  ])leasures  of  the  sultan  seemed  to  be  in  re¬ 
viewing  these  favourite  troops.  To  provide  for  the 
necessary  expenses  some  new  taxes  of  an  unprece¬ 
dented  kind  were  imposed,  and  were  levied  with 
some  harshness.  Certain  necessary  alterations  were 
made  in  the  national  costume,  which  from  the  first 
gave  mortal  offence  to  the  great  body  of  the  people. 
Like  most  reformers,  Selim  attempted  to  do  too 
much  at  once ;  and,  mild,  humane,  amiable,  and 
somewhat  indolent,  he  wanted  the  indomitable  cou¬ 
rage,  the  unflinebing  firmness  and  ruthlessness, 
which  had  enabled  Peter  the  Great  to  put  down 
the  janissaries  of  the  Russian  empire,  the  Strelitz, 
and  which,  twenty  years  after  Selim’s  death,  enabled 
his  cousin  Mahmoud  to  extinguish  the  Turkish 
janissaries,  and  the  total  spirit  of  anti-reform,  in  a 
sea  of  blood.  Selim  would  not  deceive,  betray,  and 
put  to  death,  and  therefore  he  was  betrayed,  de¬ 
throned,  and  in  the  end  murdered.  At  a  most  cri¬ 
tical  moment  death  de))rived  him  of  an  enlightened 
and  friendly  mufti,  who  had  favoured  and  sanc¬ 
tioned  most  of  his  reforms,  and  repressed  the  dis¬ 
contents  of  the  onlemas.  The  successor  of  this 
“  pontiff-magistrate”  was  a  Turk  of  the  old  stamp, 
a  sworn  enemy  to  all  innovation,  and  personally  an 
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enemy  to  Selim.  He  encouraged  the  discontents 
•which  the  late  mufti  had  checked,  and  the  mosques 
and  medresses,  the  temples  and  colleges  of  the 
Osmanlees  began  to  echo  the  murmurs  of  popular 
complaint  and  disaffection.  When  this  present 
■war  broke  out,  in  November,  1806,  the  janissaries, 
though  sure  to  be  beaten  themselves,  insisted  that 
the  nizam-gedittes  should  not  march  to  the  Danube  : 
and,  claiming  their  ancient  right  of  being  in  the 
van  of  all  Turkish  armies,  some  janissary-odas 
took  the  field  in  their  own  disorderly  manner,  and 
the  sultan  'was  obliged  to  separate  his  disciplined 
troops,  and  send  a  large  portion  of  them  into  Asia 
Minor.  All  the  janissaries  of  the  turbulent  capital 
did  not  march  to  fight  the  yellow-heads;  many 
odas  remained  behind,  dissatified,  disaffected,  ready 
for  any  mischief;  and,  by  a  sort  of  affiliation  or 
freemasonry,  nearly  every  desperate  vagabond  in 
Constantinople  was  connected  with  some  one  of 
these  odas,  who  took  up  his  cause  when  he  felt  him¬ 
self  aggrieved,  whether  he  were  in  the  right  or 
wrong,  and  fought  his  battles  with  the  agents  and 
servants  of  government.  Even  the  rayah  subjects, 
the  Greeks,  the  Armenians,  the  Bulgarians,  the 
Bosniacks,  the  Slavonians,  the  very  Jews  them¬ 
selves,  conld  partake  of  the  benefits  and  protection 
of  these  affiliations,  by  paying  for  them.  This  was 
another  of  the  constitutional  checks  on  the  arbi¬ 
trary  absolute  power  of  the  sultans,  and  one  to 
which  sufficient  attention  has  not  been  paid  by  those 
who  have  w'ritten  on  the  subject  of  Turkish  des¬ 
potism.  It  will  be  understood  that  this  checking 
power  very  often  led  to  more  terrible  abuses  than 
any  that  proceeded  from  the  imperial  sovereign 
power.  This  system  of  janissary  union  and  affilia¬ 
tion  was  not  confined  to  Constantinople ;  it  existed 
in  full  force  in  all  the  great  towns,  and  by  its  rami¬ 
fications  it  extended  over  the  whole  surface  of  the 
empire.  Everything  was  ripe  for  revolt,  when,  to¬ 
wards  the  end  of  May,  1807,  a  quarrel  broke  out 
between  the  disciplined  troops  and  the  yamacks- 
tabidlis,  or  assistants  at  batteries.  These  yamacks, 
whose  name  is  still  a  word  of  terror  in  the  country, 
were  composed  of  wild  Albanians,  still  wilder 
Lazes  from  the  neighbourhood  of  Trebizond,  and 
of  other  bands  of  desperate  adventurers  from  Geor¬ 
gia  and  Circassia  and  the  other  mountainous  re¬ 
gions  on  the  Asiatic  side  of  the  Black  Sea.  The 
sultan  intended  (a  most  insane  intention)  to  subject 
suddenly  these  yamacks  to  the  European  discipline, 
and  to  incorporate  them  with  his  nizam-gedittes. 
Traitors  near  his  person,  and  high  in  office,  con¬ 
cealed  the  real  state  of  things  ;  and,  at  the  very 
moment  that  the  yamacks  w'ere  preparing  to  fall 
upon  the  disciplined  troops,  he  sent  Mahmoud- 
Effendi  to  the  castles  and  batteries  on  the  Bosporus, 
with  uniforms  like  those  worn  by  the  nizam-ge¬ 
dittes,  and  with  positive  orders  to  make  the  yamacks 
throw  off  their  old  Oriental  dresses,  and  put  on  the 
new',  half-European,  and  somewhat  shabby  costume. 
Scarcely  had  his  attendants  unrolled  the  first  bun¬ 
dle  of  blue  jackets  and  tight  pantaloons,  ere  the 
yamacks  fell  upon  the  poor  effendi,  to  strangle 


I  him.  The  nizam-gedittes  rallied  round  the  mini¬ 
ster  of  the  sultan,  and  a  fierce  and  bloody  combat 
ensued.  In  the  heat  of  the  fight  Mahmoud-Eff'endi 
got  to  his  boat,  and  descended  the  Bosporus  as  far 
as  the  village  of  Buyukderd,  where  he  hoped  to  find 
refuge  in  the  summer  palace  of  the  French  ambas¬ 
sador.  But  hot  yamacks  were  there,  and  were 
everywhere  on  both  sides  of  that  lovely  channel, 
and  the  effendi  and  his  secretary  were  slaughtered 
the  moment  they  put  their  feet  on  shore.  Another 
officer  of  high  rank  was  murdered  on  the  Asiatic 
side,  and  his  body  throw'n  into  the  sea.  After  a 
desperate  contest  the  nizam-gedittes  were  driven 
from  the  castles  and  batteries  on  both  sides  the 
channel.  Such  of  them  as  were  left  alive  retreated 
in  good  order  to  their  barracks  at  Constantinople ; 
other  corps  might  soon  have  been  brought  over  from 
Scutari,  and  the  proper  timely  employment  of  these 
disciplined  forces  would  have  destroyed  the  muti¬ 
neers  ;  but  his  traitors  assured  the  Sultan  that  it 
was  merely  a  momentary  commotion,  that  there 
was  no  danger ;  his  ministers  never  did  to-day 
what  they  could  possibly  put  off’  till  to-morrow ; 
and  Selim  himself  was  averse  to  energetic  measures, 
which  must  end  in  the  slaughter  of  many  of  his 
subjects.  The  moment  was  lost,  the  opportunity 
was  thrown  away,  and  there  was  no  possibility  of 
recovering  it.  Secret  emissaries  glided  through 
the  populous  quarters  of  the  capital,  telling  the 
janissaries  that  the  time  was  come  for  taking  their 
vengeance  on  the  nizam-gedittes  ;  messengers 
mounted  on  swift  horses  went  and  came  between 
the  head-quarters  of  the  yamacks  and  Constan¬ 
tinople  ;  the  mufti  and  his  principal  oulemas 
secretly  distributed  gold,  and  the  sheiks  and 
imams  preached  mysteriously  in  the  mosques, 
beginning  by  lamentations,  and  ending  at  the 
proper  moment  with  menaces.  The  yamacks,  after 
leaving  strong  guards  in  all  the  batteries,  united  in 
the  beautiful  valley  which  runs  from  the  European 
side  of  the  Bosporus  behind  Buyukdere  towards 
the  village  and  forest  of  Belgrade :  and  there,  in 
the  shade  of  the  magnificent  plane-trees,  and  in 
concurrence  with  secret  envoys  from  the  janissaries 
and  oulemas,  they  took  a  solemn  vow  to  defend 
unto  death  the  common  cause,  their  religion,  their 
ancient  laws  and  usages ;  and  then  elected  to  he 
their  chief  and  generalissimo  one  Cabakchy-Oglou, 
a  fierce,  fearless,  unlettered  Asiatic,  to  whom  they 
gave  the  power  of  punishing  with  instant  death 
every  man  among  them  that  should  prove  a  coward 
or  a  traitor.  Cabakchy-Oglou  remained  inactive 
for  three  days  in  the  valley  of  Buyukderd,  awaiting 
his  signal  to  march  from  the  chiefs  of  the  con¬ 
spiracy  in  the  capital.  The  Spanish  ambassador, 
the  same  Marquis  de  Almenara  who  had  helped  the 
Turks  to  man  the  batteries  from  which  Duckworth 
had  retreated,  chanced  to  be  in  the  village  of 
Buyukdere,  and  he  very  easily  penetrated  the  bold 
and  extensive  designs  of  the  mutineers.  He  hur¬ 
ried  to  Constantinople,  he  ran  to  the  divan,  he 
visited  the  honest  ministers  of  the  sultan,  and 
endeavoured  to  awaken  them  to  a  sense  of  their 
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danger ;  hut  they  met  him  with  Mashallahs  !  and 
Inshallahs !  atid  with  assurances  that  they  knew 
■very  well  what  to  do,  that  tranquillity  would  soon 
he  re-established,  and  that  the  marquis’s  fears  and 
conjectures  were  all  visionary.  On  the  morning  of 
the  29th  of  May,  Cahakchy-Oglou  got  the  word  to 
march ;  on  the  afternoon  of  th<at  day  he  was  in 
the  heart  of  Constantinople,  and  before  the  sun 
went  down  he  ■was  joined  by  the  janissaries,  hy 
some  of  tlie  galiongees,  or  sailors  of  the  fleet ;  hy 
nearly  all  the  topgees,  or  cannoneers ;  and  hy 
nearly  all  the  rahble.  In  the  course  of  the  night 
a  general  massacre  began  of  the  sultan’s  ministers 
(except  those  who  had  betrayed  him),  and  of 
all  the  friends  of  reform.  The  list  of  proscrip¬ 
tion — and  there  was  one  in  writing — must  have 
been  drawn  up  by  the  mufti  or  some  of  his 
oulemas  and  imams,  for  Cabakchy-Oglou  could 
neither  write  nor  read.  It  was  read  hy  torchlight 
in  the  great  square  of  the  Hippodrome  •  and  thither, 
as  they  were  successively  seized  and  decapitated, 
were  brought  the  streaming  heads  of  the  victims, 
and  piled  in  a  heap  under  the  ancient  Greek  obelisk 
which  faces  the  temple  of  Santa  Sophia  and  the 
more  magnificent  white  marble  mosque  of  Sultan 
Achmet.  These  summary  executions  continued  all 
that  night,  and  all  the  following  day,  the  30th  of 
May.  Not  only  the  ministers,  officers,  and  men  in 
employment,  hut  every  Turkish  gentleman  who  had 
shown  a  predilection  for  reform  and  innovation, 
and  the  manners  and  usages  of  Christian  Europe, 
or  who  had  distinguished  himself  hy  his  acquire¬ 
ments  or  love  of  study,  was  hunted  down  hy  the 
yamacks  and  janissaries.  It  was  a  fatal  thing  then 
to  know  how  to  read  and  write,  or  to  have  manu¬ 
scripts  or  hooks  in  one’s  possession,  for,  where  other 
evidence  was  wanting,  this  was  enough  to  prove  to 
the  anti-reformers  that  the  possessor’s  faith  was 
heretical  and  unsound — that  he  was  an  enemy  to 
the  prophet  and  the  people  of  the  prophet,  and  a 
friend  to  the  Ghiaours  and  their  unclean  accursed 
usages — and  so  off  went  his  head.  The  bostandji- 
hachy,  one  of  the  principal  dignitaries  of  the  empire, 
and  especially  odious  to  the  yamacks  and  janis¬ 
saries,  had  taken  refuge  in  the  seraglio,  which  the 
Turks  in  their  fiercest  insurrections  had  generally 
res])ected  as  a  sacred  asylum.  The  yamacks  and 
janissaries  presented  themselves  at  the  great  gate 
of  the  palace  called  the  Sublime  Gate,  threatening 
to  force  it  open,  and  demanding  the  bostandji- 
hachy’s  head.  Selim’s  terrified  courtiers  advised 
him  to  give  up  the  victim  demanded,  as  the  only 
means  of  preserving  the  sanctity  of  the  ])alace  and 
restoring  tranquillity.  The  sultan  hesitated,  for 
the  man  had  ])een  a  faithful  servant  and  warm 
friend  ;  hut  when  the  bostandji-hachy  threw  him¬ 
self  at  his  feet,  and  himself  detnandeil  to  die  in 
order  to  save  his  master  and  the  palace,  Selim 
covered  his  eyes  with  both  his  hands,  and  muttered 
words  equivalent  to  the  death-sentence ;  and  in  an 
instant  the  bostandji-bachy’s  head  was  struck  off 
and  thrown  over  one  of  the  battlements  to  the 
yamacks,  who  picked  it  uji  with  a  transport  of 
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savage  joy,  and,  carrying  it  to  the  Hippodrome, 
laid  it  at  the  feet  of  Cabakchy-Oglou.  The  sultan 
sent  out  a  decree  and  proclamation,  abolishing  for 
ever  the  corps  of  nizam-gedittes,  and  promising 
for  the  future  to  he  entirely  guided  by  the  ancient 
laws  and  institutions  of  the  Osmanlees.  But  this 
humiliating  measure,  and  the  shameful  sacrifice  of 
the  hostandji-bachy,  instead  of  guaranteeing  the 
sultan’s  safety,  only  increased  the  audacity  of  the 
rebels.  The  mufti  and  the  oulemas  had  deter¬ 
mined  from  the  first  not  to  trust  Selim,  or  rely  on 
any  of  his  promises.  At  their  prompting,  Cabakchy- 
Oglou,  on  the  morning  of  the  31st  of  May,  from 
his  seat  or  throne  in  the  Hippodrome,  serit  a  de¬ 
putation  of  the  people  to  put  this  comprehensive 
question  to  the  pontiff-magistrate  : — “  If  any  padi- 
shah  (emperor  or  sovereign)  hy  his  conduct  and 
his  regulations  combats  the  religious  principles 
consecrated  by  the  Koran,  does  he  deserve  to 
remain  on  the  throne  ?”  The  mufti  feigned  to  be 
sorely  afflicted ;  but,  not  satisfied  with  a  short 
sonorous  negative,  he  went  on  to  confirm  the 
popular  belief  that  Selim  had  sinned  against  the 
principles  of  the  Koran — had  endeavoured  to  assi¬ 
milate  the  Osmanlees  to  the  infidels,  and  had  merited 
dethronement.  He  then  retired  and  penned  his 
fetva,  or  bull,  and  wrote  at  the  bottom  of  the  paper 
containing  the  question  which  the  deputation  had 
submitted  to  him — “  No:  God  knows  the  best.” 
As  soon  as  the  fetva  and  the  answer  were  read  in 
the  Plippodrome,  the  yamacks,  the  janissaries,  and 
the  mob  shouted  that  they  would  have  no  more  of 
Selim ;  that  his  cousin  Mustapha,  son  of  the  late 
Sultan  Abdul-Hamid,  should  be  their  lawful  sove¬ 
reign  !  As  Mustapha,  who  was  thus  proclaimed, 
was,  according  to  the  ancient  usage  of  securing  all 
the  princes  of  the  blood,  a  prisoner  in  the  seraglio, 
at  the  mercy  of  the  dethroned  sultan,  and  as  Selim, 
by  doing  as  other  padishahs  had  done  before  him, 
might  stop  his  promotion  by  cutting  off  his  head, 
and  as  it  was  apprehended  he  might  be  driven  to 
this  desperate  step  if  the  seraglio  were  attacked  and 
forced,  there  was  a  short  and  anxious  pause  in  the 
proceedings,  which  had  hitherto  run  on  so  smoothly 
and  so  rapidly.  But  the  sleek  and  slippery  mufti 
stepped  in  at  the  moment  of  need  :  his  person  was 
as  sacred  as  the  innermost  recesses  of  the  seraglio, 
his  life  was  guaranteed  by  ancient  laws,  and  he 
offered  to  go  into  the  ])alace,  to  acquaint  Sultan 
Selim  with  his  destiny,  and  engage  him  to  resign 
himself  to  it,  as  to  the  unalterable  doom  of  God 
and  man.  He  knew  the  weaknesses  of  Selim’s 
character,  and  the  dread  he  always  had  of  civil 
war.  When  he  presented  himself  at  the  seraglio 
gate,  and  intimated — without  explaining  the  object 
of  his  mission — that  he  ■wished  to  speak  with  the 
sultan,  Selim  ordered  that  the  holy  man,  the  sheik 
islam,  or  head  of  the  faith,  should  be  instantly 
admitted.  He  ibund  his  sovereign  surrounded 
only  by  a  few  timid  trembling  servants  ;  and  with 
some  little  religious  cant  he  told  him  that  he  had 
ceased  to  reign  ;  that  it  was  the  will  of  Heaven,  and 
of  the  janissaries  and  all  the  people  of  Constan- 
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tinople,  that  his  cousin  Mustapha  should  he  sultan 
and  master  :  “  All  this  was  written  in  the  Book 
of  Destiny  :  what  can  we  poor  feeble  mortals  do 
against  the  will  of  Allah  ?”  Selim,  seeing  that  he 
had  no  means  of  resisting  it,  calmly  submitted  to 
the  will  of  Heaven,  as  interpreted  by  the  sheik 
islam,  and  retired  to  the  humble  apartments  in 
the  seraglio  which  he  had  occupied  before  he 
ascended  the  throne.  His  cousin  Mustapha  then 
came  forth  into  the  grand  hall  of  audience,  and  was 
saluted  as  padishah.  He  was  much  applauded  for 
not  administering  the  bowstring  to  the  deposed 
sultan  ;  but,  as  we  shall  see,  in  the  course  of  a  few 
months  Mustapha  finished  his  own  career  by  mur¬ 
dering  liis  cousin  Sebastian!  regretted  the  sudden 
revolution  which  had  taken  place,  for  Selim  had 
treated  him  in  the  most  friendly  manner,  and 
showed  every  disposition  of  steadiness  and  attach¬ 
ment  to  the  alliance  with  Bonaparte  ;  but  as  soon 
as  he  was  deposed,  Sebastian!  cultivated  a  close 
friendship  with  Cabakchy-Oglou,  the  violent  and 
brutal  man  who  had  overthrown  him,  and  through 
Cabakchy’s  means  the  French  influence  at  the 
Porte  remained  undiminished.  But  for  this  revo¬ 
lution,  which  bewildered  and  paralysed  the  pashas 
commanding  on  the  Danube,  the  Russian  army  in 
that  quarter,  being  spread  over  a  wide  extent  of 
territory,  and  in  part  occupied  by  tedious  sieges, 
might  have  suffered,  if  not  defeat,  some  very  serious 
losses. 

One  little  expedition  which  took  place  under 
the  Grenville  administration,  and  which  showed 
that  they,  as  well  as  their  predecessors,  had  a 
hankering  after  petty  conquests  and  unhealthy 
colonies,  was  attended  with  complete  success.  On 
the  first  day  of  the  year  Captain  Charles  Brisbane 
captured  the  Dutch  island  of  Curacoa.  The  en¬ 
trance  to  the  harbour,  only  fifty  fathoms  wide, 
was  defended  by  regular  fortifications  ;  the  prin¬ 
cipal  fort.  Fort  Amsterdam,  mounted  sixty  pieces 
of  cannon  in  two  tiers;  and  athwart  the  harbour 
were  ranged  a  large  Dutch  frigate,  a  20-gun  ship 
corvette,  and  two  large  schooners  ;  while  at  the 
bottom  of  the  harbour,  and  upon  a  high  steep  hill, 
there  stood  Fort  Republique,  which  was  within 
grape-shot  distance.  Yet  the  gallant  Brisbane’s 
force  amounted  only  to  four  British  frigates.  In 
a  short  morning’s  work,  and  with  no  other  loss 
than  three  killed  and  fourteen  wounded,  and  of  a 
spritsail-yard  shot  away  from  the  ‘  Arethusa,’  the 
Dutch  frigate  was  boarded  and  carried,  the  ship- 
corvette  was  secured.  Fort  Amsterdam,  two  minor 
forts,  the  citadel,  and  the  town  were  stormed,  and 
Fort  Republique,  being  threatened  in  the  rear  by 

*  Jtirheroau  de  Saint-Denys,  Revolutions  de  Constantinople. — Pri¬ 
vate  iulbnnation. 

M.  Jnchoreaii  says  that  all  the  details  relating  to  the  events  which 
took  place  in  the  interior  of  the  seraglio  were  coinnuiuicated  t-o  him 
hy  one  of  Sultan  Selim’s  pages,  an  eye  and  ear  witness.  Witli  the 
persons  resident  in  Ck>iistaulinople  ut  the  time,  and  with  all  those  wlio 
were  best  acijuainted  v  ith  the  circumstances,  M.  Jnehereau’s  admir¬ 
ably  written  book  passed  as  a  most  correct  and  authentic  account. 
Kxeept  in  some  slight  particulars,  the  information  we  ourselves  col- 
h'Cted  on  the  s^nit.  tweiity-oiie  years  after  the  events,  closely  agrees 
with  Juchereau’s  details. 
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300  sailors  and  marines  who  had  climbed  up  the 
rocks,  was  reduced  to  capitulate. 

The  first  expedition  sent  out  by  the  new  mi¬ 
nistry  was  attended  by  some  painful  circumstances, 
hut  with  complete  success,  at  least  to  our  arms. 
The  terrible  chastisement  which  the  Danes  had 
received  at  the  hands  of  Lord  Nelson  had  not 
promoted  any  friendly  feeling  towards  England. 
They  had  professed  to  remain  neutral ;  but,  even 
more  than  before  that  chastisement,  they  had  fa¬ 
voured  the  French.  A  woful  experience  had  taught 
England  and  her  allies  bow  little  Bonaparte  re¬ 
spected  the  neutrality  of  any  country  that  was 
weak  when  it  suited  his  purpose  to  violate  it.  The 
predominant  idea  of  that  conqueror  now  was  to 
enforce  what  he  termed  his  “  continental  system 
to  carry  into  effect  in  every  maritimeYtate  of  Europe 
his  Berlin  decree,  in  conformity  with  which  all 
ports  were  to  be  closed  against  the  British  Hag 
and  trade.  Russia  and  Prussia,  by  events  which 
will  be  explained  hereafter  when  we  have  finished 
the  narrative  of  our  own  military  and  naval  ope¬ 
rations,  had  been  compelled  to  accede  ;  the  Hanse 
Towns,  with  all  the  rivers  of  the  north  of  Ger¬ 
many,  Holland,  and  its  outlets,  were  occupied  by 
French  troops ;  Sweden  could  not  long  offer  any 
valid  opposition ;  but  the  system  would  be  incom¬ 
plete  in  the  north  of  Europe  unless  Denmark,  Avho 
holds  the  keys  of  the  Baltic  in  her  hand,  and 
whose  trade  and  enterprise  and  mercantile  marine 
were  very  considerable,  should  he,  by  negotiation 
and  treaty,  or  by  military  force,  brought  into  it. 
It  was  known  to  our  cabinet  that  there  had  been 
negotiations  of  a  secret  nature,  and  it  was  equally 
well  known  that  Bonaparte  would  not  hesitate  to 
employ  force  if  negotiation  failed.  The  north  of 
Germany  was  swarming  with  his  troops,  and  with 
the  troops  his  brother  Louis  had  brought  into 
Hanover  from  Holland  ;  an  entire  corps  d'armee 
was  lying  not  many  days’  march  from  that  fron¬ 
tier  of  Denmark  where  the  heroic  and  unfriended 
Bliicher  had  been  compelled  to  lay  down  his  arms. 
There  was  no  army  in  Denmark  at  all  capable 
of  resisting  these  French  forces  :  the  country  was 
indubitably  Bonaparte’s  as  soon  as  he  might  choose 
to  take  possession  of  it,  and  with  the  country  he 
would  gain  a  fine  fleet  and  well-stored  arsenals 
and  dockyards.  If  England  could  have  relied  on 
the  friendship  of  Denmark,  there  was  no  relying 
on  her  weakness ;  if  the  court,  the  cabinet,  and 
the  country  had  been  devoted  to  us,  instead  of 
being  alienated  from  us — if,  instead  of  an  evident 
leaning  towards  France,  which  had  lasted  for  many 
years,  there  had  been  a  high  and  resolute  spirit 
of  patriotism,  with  the  determination  to  resist 
foreign  interference  and  dictation,  we  could  not 
have  relied  upon  the  ahilily'of  the  Danes  to  oppose 
the  mighty  will  Avhich  had  overthrown  a  great 
military  power  like  Prussia  almost  at  a  single 
blow,  which  had  for  the  time  subjugated  Russia 
as  well  as  Austria,  and  which  had  involved  in  a 
vortex  all  tbe  old  principalities  and  powers  of 
Europe.  A  capital  part  of  the  case  reduced  itself 
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simply  to  this — if  we  did  not  make  sure  of  the 
Danish  tieet  Bonaparte  was  sure  to  get  it,  a  little 
sooner  or  later.  The  justification  of  the  conduct 
adopted  by  our  government  may  be  explained  with 
almost  equal  brevity  : — a  man  knows  that  his  next 
or  near  neighbour  has  in  his  possession  a  huge 
barrel  of  gunpowder;  he  may  believe  that  this 
neighbour  will  not  set  fire  to  his  powder  so  as  to 
endanger  his  house  and  property ;  but  he  knows 
that  there  is  an  evil-disposed  person  living  over 
the  way  who  has  a  design  upon  the  powder  and 
the  intention  of  blowing  up  his  house  with  it,  and, 
knowing  at  the  same  time  that  the  owner  of  the 
powder  cannot  defend  it  or  keep  it  out  of  the  way 
of  the  evil-disposed  person,  he  demands  that  it 
should  be  put  into  his  hands,  which  are  strong 
enough  to  keep  it,  and  which  can  put  it  beyond 
the  reach  of  the  evil-disposed  party,  offering  to 
restore  it  when  the  danger  shall  be  ])assed,  or  to 
jiay  the  price  of  it;  and  when  the  weak  neigh¬ 
bour  rejects  this  proposition  he  takes  the  powuler 
by  force,  to  prevent  its  being  seized  and  employed 
against  his  own  house  and  property.  One  of  the 
greatest  writers  on  the  law  of  nations  says — “  I  may, 
without  considering  whether  it  is  merited  or  not, 
take  possession  of  that  which  belongs  to  another 
man,  if  I  have  reason  to  apprehend  any  evil  to 
myself  from  his  holding  it.  I  cannot  make  my¬ 
self  master  or  proprietor  of  it,  the  property  having 
nothing  to  do  with  the  end  which  I  propose ;  but 
I  can  keep  possession  of  the  thing  seized  till  my 
safety  be  suiSciently  provided  for.”*  The  great 
law  of  nature,  the  instinct  and  duty  of  self-pre¬ 
servation,  would  recommend  and  justify  this 
course ;  and,  in  order  to  attain  success,  execution 
must  follow  rapidly  and  suddenly  on  the  con¬ 
ception  of  the  plan,  for  if  the  person  over  the  way 
learns  the  project  beforehand,  he  will  seize  the 
gunpowder  before  the  threatened  man  can  secure 
it : — and  thus  our  government  rushed  to  its  object 
without  a  declaration  of  war  against  Denmark, 
which  would  have  defeated  everything,  and  have 
thrown  the  Danish  fleet  into  the  hands  of  Bona¬ 
parte.  It  was  utterly  impossible  for  the  Prince 
Royal  of  Denmark  to  keep  his  ships  out  of  the 
clutches  of  our  mortal  enemy,  who  intended  to 
avail  himself  of  the  subjugation  of  the  continent 
in  making  the  most  strenuous  efforts  for  creating 
a  new  French  navy,  and  fur  bringing  into  action 
along  with  it  all  the  fleets  of  Europe.  Bonaparte 
had  too  thoroughly  rent  the  book  of  the  law  of 
nations  for  any  British  ministry  in  its  senses  to 
count  upon  one  of  its  torn  pages.  The  enemies  of 
the  conqueror  had  already  suffered  too  severely 
from  binding  themselves  by  laws  which  were  less 
than  gossamer  to  him.  The  uncontrollable  rage 
which  he  felt  and  expressed  on  learning  the  daring 
blow  whicb  bad  been  struck  at  Cojienbagen  clearly 
evinced  his  intentions  as  to  Denmark  and  her  fleet, 
and  the  bitterness  of  his  disappointment  at  finding 
the  prize  seized  before  he  could  clutch  it.t  Dut 

•  (in)liiiH. 

t  “  Tht*  buccess  of  tlic  nlttick  on  (’openhagBii,”  says  Foiu-lu'*,  **  was 


there  was  more  than  this  :  the  Danish  government, 
which  had  said  nothing  against  the  Berlin  decree, 
although  it  was  an  attack  on  the  rights  of  all  neu¬ 
tral  commercial  nations,  had  raised  a  terrible  cla¬ 
mour  against  the  retaliating  order  of  council  of 
January  the  Tth,  1807,  w’herein  the  British  go¬ 
vernment  prohibited  the  trade  of  neutrals,  with 
property  belonging  to  an  enemy,  from  any  one 
port  to  another,  both  being  in  the  possession 
of  France  or  of  her  allies.  At  the  end  of  The 
American  war,  when  the  armed  neutrality  or  ma¬ 
ritime  confederacy  of  the  northern  powers  had 
been  projected,  Denmark  had  put  herself  in  the 
van ;  and  there  was  now  not  only  ground  for  be¬ 
lieving  that  that  confederacy  against  the  maritime 
superiority  of  Great  Britain  w'as  to  be  revived,  but 
our  cabinet  had  also  obtained  information  that  the 
Emjieror  Alexander  had  agreed  to  place  himself  at 
the  head  of  it,  and  the  Crown  Prince  of  Denmark 
to  become  a  party  to  it.  The  court  of  Copenhagen 
would  certainly  have  given  us  no  previous  notice 
of  its  intention  ;  it  would  have  held  up  the  treaty 
of  peace  wnth  England  as  a  screen  to  conceal  its 
hostile  preparations,  and  as  soon  as  the  opportune 
moment  came  it  w'ouhl,  “  in  a  time  of  profound 
peace,”  have  turned  its  cannon  against  our  heart 
of  hearts.  Surely  it  is  time  to  have  done  with  all 
this  ridiculous  verbiage  about  the  attacking  Den¬ 
mark  in  a  time  of  profound  peace  !  What  minis¬ 
ters  could  not  then  declare  to  a  loud  and  passionate 
opposition,  who  showed  a  wonderful  alacrity  in 
putting  the  French  construction  upon  the  whole 
case,  and  in  echoing  and  re-echoing  Bonaparte’s 
cry  about  tbe  violation  of  the  law  of  nations,  was 
revealed  ten  years  after,  when  the  reasons  for  con¬ 
cealment  were  removed  by  the  death  of  the  jier- 
sons  who  had  made  the  discovery  : — a’^secret  article 
of  the  treaty  of  Tilsit,  which  provided  for  the 
seizure  of  the  Danish  fleet  by  France  and  Russia, 
was  publicly  revealed,  and  an  authenticated  copy 
of  it  produced  in  parliament.  In  1807  and  1808 
ministers,  in  reply  to  all  the  taunts  and  challenges 
of  their  political  adversaries,  could  only  state  that 
they  had  good  grounds  for  believing  that  this 
article  existed,  and  that  the  seizure  of  the  Danish 
fleet  only  formed  a  part  of  an  extensive  system  for 
uniting  the  navies  of  the  worhl  against  us.  When 
we  come  to  treat  of  the  aflairs  of  Bortugal,  another 
neutral,  weak,  and  helpless  })ower,  we  shall  see 
that  the  first  demand  the  French  ambassador  made 
was  that  the  Portiufuese  should  unite  their  naval 
forces  to  the  Frcncli,  and  seize  and  confiscate  all 
the  British  pro])erty  in  their  dominions.  After  all 
this,  doubts  (winch  might  suit  jiarty  purposes  for 
the  time)  ought  no  longer  to  be  expressed  by 
Englishmen  as  to  the  immediate  designs  of  Bona- 

tlio  first  lliins  wliicli  ilpr.-iiiijcd  the  sciTot  arlido  of  tlif  tvciitv  of  Tilsit, 
in  virtue  (if  ti'hkh  the  nitv;/  if  Dcnmarh  mix  tn  he  put  iit  the  ilispnxiU 
if  I'riince.  Since  tin;  ciitiistrnplic  of  Caul  1.,  I  liaii  never  seen  Nhihi* 
leon  in  sucli  a  transjmrt  of  raee.  '1  hat  which  struck  liiui  most  in 
this  vigorous  enup  do  main  w.is  the  inoiniititacle  anil  resolution  of  the 
lintilish  ministry,"— Ji/iiaiottv’.v  do  i'nueJie,  Puo  d  Otvante^  t^'O. 

Wo  have  some  (hmlit  whether  these  Memoirs  were  written  by  the 
haiiil  of  Fouehe,  hut  we  have  none  whatiwer  th.vt  they  were  written 
tiiRier  his  dictation,  or  uimti  tuntcrials  furniaheil  by  him. 
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parte  against  the  fleet  and  naval  stores  of  the 
Danes,  or  as  to  the  extent  to  which  the  government 
of  Denmark  would  have  acquiesced  in  his  demands. 

Early  in  the  summer  a  powerful  expedition  was 
fitted  out  in  our  ports,  with  a  secrecy  and  prompti¬ 
tude  highly  honourable  to  the  new  ministry.  A 
fleet  of  twenty-five  sail  of  the  line,  with  up¬ 
wards  of  forty  frigates,  sloops,  bomb-vessels,  and 
gun-brigs,  and  377  transports,  was  prepared  and 
got  ready  for  sea ;  and  about  27,000  land  troops, 
of  which  more  than  one  half  were  Germans  in 
British  pay,  were  embarked.  These  mighty  pre¬ 
parations  appear  to  have  been  commenced  and 
concluded  within  less  than  a  month  from  the 
time  at  which  the  cabinet  took  its  determination. 
The  command  of  the  fleet  was  intrusted  to  Admiral 
Gambler,  and  the  command  in  chief  of  the  army 
to  Lord  Cathcart,  who  had  been  previously  dis¬ 
patched  to  the  shores  of  the  Baltic  with  some 
troops  to  act  as  auxiliaries  to  the  King  of  Sweden, 
whose  fate  it  had  been  to  do  vety  little  fof  the 
coalition.  It  was  the  good  fortune  of  Lotd  Cath¬ 
cart  to  have  under  his  command  Major-General 
Sir  Arthur  Wellesley,  whose  exploits  in  India  had 
already  gained  for  him  a  high  reputation  through¬ 
out  the  British  army.  On  the  26th  of  July,  Gam¬ 
bler  set, sail  from  Yarmouth  Roads — where  Nelson 
had  landed  after  his  great  battle  of  the  Baltic — 
with  the  principal  division  of  the  fleet.  On  the 
1st  of  August,  when  Gambler  was  off  the  entrance 
of  Gothenburg,  he  detached  Commodore  Keats  with 
four  ships  of  the  line,  three  frigates,  and  ten  brigs, 
to  the  passage  of  the  Great  Belt,  to  cut  off  any 
supplies  of  Danish  troops  that  might  attempt  to 
cross  from  Holstein  to  Zealand  and  the  capital. 
Admiral  Gambier  himself  proceeded  to  the  Sound, 
passed  the  castles  there  without  molestation  or 
challenge,  and  got  to  anchor  in  Elsinore  Roads. 
By  the  evening  of  the  9th  of  August,  all  the  trans¬ 
ports  were  safely  collected  round  the  admiral,  and 
Lord  Cathcart  had  arrived  with  the  troops  from 
Stralsund.  The  crown  prince  was  with  the  main 
body  of  the  Danish  army  at  Kiel,  in  Holstein. 
That  army  was  from  20,000  to  30,000  strong,  but, 
from  the  station  which  he  occupied  in  the  passage 
of  the  Great  Belt,  Commodore  Keats  kept  it  com¬ 
pletely  in  check,  or  at  least  prevented  its  crossing 
over  to  the  island  of  Zealand  for  the  protection  of 
the  capital.  Mr.  Jackson,  who  had  resided  for 
some  years  as  British  envoy  in  the  north  of  Ger¬ 
many,  and  who  was  ])ersonally  acquainted  with 
most  of  the  Danish  ministers,  was  sent  over  to  Kiel 
to  attempt  an  amicable  arrangement  with  the  crown 
prince,  on  the  basis  of  his  delivering  up  the  Danish 
fleet  to  the  British  admiral,  on  the  solemn  assur¬ 
ance  that  it  should  be  restored  at  a  general  peace, 
or  at  the  conclusion  of  the  war  betw’een  France  and 
England.  The  answer  was  an  angry  and  indignant 
refusal.  Jackson  returned  on  board :  the  prince 
sent  a  messenger  to  Copenhagen  with  orders  to 
])ut  the  city  in  the  best  possible  state  of  defence, 
it  was  the  evening  of  the  10th  of  August  when  this 
courier  reached  Copenhagen,  which  had  been  taken 
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so  completely  by  surprise,  that  scarcely  a  gun  was 
mounted  on  the  ramparts,  and  the  whole  armed 
force  collected  in  the  city  or  stationed  on  the  whole 
island,  exclusive  of  sailors,  but  inclusive  of  2000 
militia  and  about  3500  citizen  volunteers,  did  not 
exceed  12,000  or  13,000  men.  On  the  morning 
of  the  11th  the  crown  prince  himself  quitted  Kiel, 
and  embarked  to  cross  over  from  Holstein  to  his 
capital :  as  he  was  accompanied  only  by  his  staff’ 
and  attendants,  the  British  ships  of  war  allowed 
him  to  pass;  and  Mr.  Jackson  was  sent  after  him 
to  attempt  again  to  bring  him  to  a  compliance  by 
representing  the  impracticability  of  any  valid 
resistance,  and  by  assuring  him  of  the  liberality 
and  steadiness  of  England  if  he  would  only  contract 
an  alliance  offensive  and  defensive  with  us.  The 
crown  prince,  who  arrived  in  his  capital  about  the 
hour  of  noon  on  the  11th,  repeated  his  refusal,  and 
is  said  to  have  exclaimed — “You  offer  us  your 
alliance s  hut  we  know  what  it  is  worth!  Your 
allies,  who  have  been  vainly  expecting  your  suc¬ 
cours  for  a  whole  year,  have  taught  us  what  is  the 
worth  of  English  friendship  If  the  prince  said 
not  the  wotds,  he  might,  with  some  reason,  have 
said  them  :  the  “  All-Talents  ”  ministry  had  left 
our  ally  the  czar  unsuccoured  for  nearly  a  year. 
If  the  Russians  had  been  properly  supported  by 
England  there  would  have  been  no  secret  article 
between  the  czar  and  the  French,  there  would 
have  been  no  treaty  of  Tilsit,  and  no  occasion  for 
these  measures  in  the  Baltic,  which  the  said  minis¬ 
ters,  as  heads  of  a  clamorous  opposition,  imputed 
to  the  present  cabinet  as  high  state  crimes.  In¬ 
stead  of  treating  with  Mr.  Jackson,  the  crown 
prince  hurried  on  the  preparations  which  his 
people  were  making  for  the  defence  of  his  capital, 
and  urged  them  as  patriots  to  defend  Copenhagen 
and  its  port  to  the  utmost.  But  the  prince  did 
not  stay,  as  he  had  done  at  the  time  of  Nelson’s 
visit,  when  the  strife  was  more  equal,  to  take  a  part 
in  the  combat ;  he  quitted  his  capital  on  the  12th, 
and,  leaving  the  command  of  the  forces  in  Copen¬ 
hagen  to  a  major-general,  he  went  into  Jutland. 
Contrary  winds  kept  the  British  fleet  stationary  in 
Elsinore  Roads  until  the  morning  of  the  15th, 
when,  at  a  very  early  hour,  the  men-of-war  and 
transports  weighed,  and  worked  up  to  the  Bay  of 
Wedbeck,  about !  midway  between  Elsinore  and 
Copenhagen.  Here  Admiral  Gambier  and  the 
bulk  of  the  fleet  anchored,  while  a  small  squadron 
proceeded  higher  up  the  Sound  to  make  a  diver¬ 
sion.  On  the  morning  of  the  16th  a  part  of  the 
land  troops  were  disembarked  at  Wedbeck,  without 
op])osition.  The  fleet  then  weighed,  and  made  all 
sail  for  Copenhagen.  Before  quitting  Wedbeck 
Lord  Cathcart  and  Admiral  Gambier  issued  a  pro¬ 
clamation  to  the  Danes,  declaring  that  the  recent 
treaties  of  peace  and  the  changes  of  government  and 
territory  had  so  far  increased  the  influence  of  France 
on  the  continent  as  to  render  it  impossible  for 
Denmark  to  preserve  its  neutrality,  if  ever  so  much 
inclined  so  to  do ;  that  it  was  necessary  for  Eng¬ 
land  to  take  measures  to  prevent  the  arms  of  a 
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CoPENHAOEN.  From  a  luint  by  Ilarradia. 


neutral  power  from  being  turned  against  her,  and 
that  therefore  she  judged  it  expedient  to  demand 
the  temporary  deposit  of  the  Danish  ships  of 
the  line  in  one  of  his  majesty’s  ports;  and 
that,  as  became  the  duty  he  owed  to  himself 
and  his  people,  bis  majesty’s  demand  was  sup¬ 
ported  by  a  powerful  fleet,  and  by  an  army 
amply  supplied  with  everything  necessary  for  an 
active  and  determined  enterprise.  The  proclama¬ 
tion  did  not  fail  to  express  friendly  sentiments 
towards  the  Danish  people,  and  regret  for  the 
necessity  of  the  present  proceeding.  “  We  come 
to  your  shores,”  it  said,  “  not  as  enemies,  but  in 
self-defence,  to  prevent  those  who  have  so  long 
disturbed  the  peace  of  Europe  from  compelling  the 
force  of  your  navy  to  be  employed  against  us.  We 
ask  deposit — we  have  not  looked  to  capture :  so 
far  from  it,  the  most  solemn  pledge  has  been  off’ered 
to  your  government,  and  it  is  hereby  renewed, 
that,  if  our  demand  be  acceded  to,  every  ship 
l)elonging  to  the  Danish  navy  shall,  at  the  conclu¬ 
sion  of  a  general  peace,  be  restored  to  her,  in  the 
same  condition  and  state  of  equipment  as  when 
received  under  the  protection  of  the  Dritish  flag. 
It  is  in  the  power  of  your  government,  hy  a  word, 
to  sheathe  our  swords,  most  reluctantly  drawn 
against  you  ;  .  .  .  .  but  if  these  offers  are  rejected, 
and  the  machinations  of  France  render  you  deaf  to 
the  voice  of  reason  and  the  call  of  friendship,  the 
innocent  blood  that  will  be  shed,  and  the  horrors 
of  a  besieged  and  bombardcil  cuqiital,  must  fall  on 
your  own  heads  and  those  of  your  cruel  advisers.” 
The  crown  prince’s  general  replied  with  a  counter 


proclamation  or  edict  ordering  the  seizure  of  all 
British  vessels  and  property.  On  the  17th,  the 
Danish  gunboats,  taking  advantage  of  a  calm,  set 
fire  to  an  English  merchant  vessel,  fired  at  some 
of  our  transports  coming  from  Stralsund,  and  also 
attacked  with  round  and  grape  shot  the  piquets  of 
Lord  Cathcart’s  army.  These  gunboats  were 
driven  into  Copenhagen  harbour  by  our  bomb 
vessels;  and  on  the  evening  of  the  17th,  Admiral 
Gambier,  with  sixteen  sail  of  the  line,  came  to 
anchor  in  Copenhagen  Road,  about  four  miles  ,  to 
the  north-east  of  the  Trekroner,  or  crown  battery, 
which  had  tired  with  such  terrible  effect  into  Nel¬ 
son’s  ship.  By  the  21st  the  island  of  Zealand  was 
completely  surrounded  by  the  British  shijis,  which 
prevented  all  ingress  or  egress ;  on  the  22nd 
General  IMacFarlane’s  division,  having  been  landed 
the  preceding  evening,  joined  the  army  and  en¬ 
camped  in  rear  of  head-quarters  ;  and  in  the  course 
of  the  23rd  Lord  Rosslyn,  who  had  landed  with  ano¬ 
ther  division  of  troops  in  Keoge  Bay,  joined  the  main 
army  and  covered  its  centre.  While  the  English 
army  were  engaged  in  securing  their  positions,  in 
drawing  up  their  heavy  artillery,  and  in  choosing 
ground  for  their  batteries,  the  Danish  jiraams  ami 
gunboats,  nianccuvring  in  shallow  water,  where 
our  shi))s  could  not  approach,  made  several  furious 
attacks  on  the  British  batteries,  and  cannonaded 
the  right  of  the  British  line,  composed  of  the 
guards,  who  had  taken  up  their  station  in  the 
sul)urbs  of  Copenhagen.  But  the  guards,  on  the 
27th,  were  covered  by  a  good  battery;  and  four 
24-pounders,  being  brought  to  bear  on  the  Danish 
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guH-boats,  soon  drove  that  division  away  with  con¬ 
siderable  loss.  On  the  29th  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley 
marched  to  Keoge,  where  some  of  the  Danish  troops 
and  militia  had  taken  up  a  strong  intrenched  posi¬ 
tion  with  the  view  of  molesting  the  besiegers  in  their 
rear.  These  Danes  were  completely  defeated  and 
dispersed,  Sir  Arthur  taking  upwards  of  sixty 
officers  and  1100  men,  ten  or  fourteen  pieces  of 
cannon,  and  a  quantity  of  powder  and  other  stores. 
Though  intrenched,  the  Danes  could  not  stand  the 
charge  of  the  92nd  regiment,  which  led  the  attack, 
and  in  their  flight  they  threw  away  their  arms  and 
clothing.  The  Danes  in  Copenhagen  attempted 
several  sorties,  but  they  were  each  time  driven 
back  with  loss.  In  one  of  these  affairs  Sir  David 
Baird  was  twice  wounded,  but  he  did  not  quit  the 
field.*  There  was  some  more  hot  skirmishing 
with  praams,  gun-boats,  and  floating  batteries  on 
the  31st;  and  one  of  our  armed  transports  was 
blown  up  by  a  shell  thrown  from  the  Trekroner. 
On  the  1st  of  September  it  was  found  necessary  to 
detach  Commodoro,  Keats  to  blockade  Stralsund, 
for  that  place  was^  already  in  possession  of  the 
French,  who  might  have  made  some  desperate 
attempt  to  send  across  reinforcements  to  the  island 
of  Zealand.  So  great  had  been  the  necessity  of 
rapid  and  decisive  movement — so  short  the  time 
which  would  have  been  necessaryTor  the  location  of 
an  imposing  French  force  in  Copenhagen.  On  the 
evening  of  the  same  day — the  1st  of  September — 
the  army  having  nearly  finished  its  gun  and  mortar 
batteries,  the  two  British  commanders-in-chief 
summoned  the  Danish  major-general  to  surrender 
the  fleet.  The  Dane  requested  time  to  consult  the 
crown  prince  his  master.  Admiral  Gambler  and 
Lord  Cathcart  refused  to  allow  him  any  such  delay ; 
and  on  the  2nd  all  the  British  land-batteries  opened 
upon  the  town,  and  our  bomb-vessels  began  to 
throw  some  shells  into  it.  The  town,  which  con¬ 
tained  many  wooden  buildings,  w'as  set  on  fire  by 
some  of  the  first  shells  that  were  thrown ;  but  the 
Danes  made  a  good  use  of  their  fire-engines,  and 
continued  to  answxr  manfully  wdth  their  shot  and 
shell.  It  was  a  terrible  night;  the  city  and  the 
space  immediately  round  it  looked  like  a  volcano 
in  a  state  of  eruption.  The  British  continued  their 
bombardment  without  any  intermission  till  eight 
o’clock  on  the  morning  of  the  3rd ;  they  suspended 
their  fire  till  the  evening,  and  then,  though  they 
again  continued  it  throughout  the  night,  they  fired 
with  less  vigour,  wishing  to  avoid  inflicting  a 
greater  mischief  on  the  poor  inhabitants  than  was 
necessary ;  but,  on  the  morning  of  the  4th,  seeing 
no  sj’mptoms  of  surrender,  they  renew'cd  the  bom¬ 
bardment  with  more  fury  than  ever.  Without 
counting  the  bomb-vessels  afloat,  about  fifty  mortars 
and  howitzers,  and  twenty  24-pounders,  well  placed 
in  land  batteries,  rained  shot  and  shell  into  the 

*  Lord  Calhcart’s  Journal  in  Ann.  Tle^ist. — Sir  Arthur  Wellesley’s 
dispatch  to  Lord  Calhciirt  in  Colonel  Gurwood  s  Dispatches  of  Field 
M^lr^hal  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  S:c. 

Lord  Catlieart  gratefully  and  warmly  acknowledged  the  essential 
services  he  had  received,  both  in  the  Held,  and  diplomatically  in 
negotiating  the  capitulation,  from  Major-General  Sir  A.  Wellesley. 
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devoted  town,  which  began  to  burn  and  blaze  in 
all  quarters.  A  huge  timber-yard  was  set  on  fire 
by  our  red-hot  shot ;  the  steeple  of  the  metropo¬ 
litan  church  was  ignited  and  knocked  down  in  a 
blaze  to  spread  the  conflagration ;  the  fire-engines 
were  all  knocked  to  pieces,  and  many  of  the  fire¬ 
men  killed  or  wounded.  On  the  evening  of  the 
5th  the  Danish  governor  sent  out  a  flag  of  truce, 
and  requested  an  armistice  of  twenty-four  hours  to 
allow  him  time  to  treat  for  a  capitulation.  Lord 
Cathcart  answered  that  an  armistice  must  lead  to 
unnecessary  delay,  and  that  no  capitulation  could 
be  granted  unless  it  were  accompanied  by  the  sur¬ 
render  of  the  whole  Danish  fleet.  The  Danish 
major-general  then  consented  to  the  surrender  of 
the  fleet ;  and  Major-General  Sir  Arthur  Welles¬ 
ley,  Lieutenant-Colonel  George  Murray,  deputy- 
quarter-master-general,  and  Sir  Home  Popham, 
whose  disgrace  for  the  South  American  escapade 
had  only  lasted  until  the  downfall  of  the  “  All- 
Talents  ”  ministry,  and  who  was  now  acting  as 
captain  of  the  fleet,*  were  appointed  to  settle  the 
few  and  simple  remaining  conditions  of  the  capi¬ 
tulation.  By  the  morning  of  the  7th  of  September 
the  articles  Avere  signed  and  ratified.  The.  British 
were  to  be  put  in  possession  of  the  citadel,  and 
of  all  the  ships-of-war  and  their  stores ;  as  soon  as 
they  should  have  removed  the  ships  and  stores,  or 
within  six  weeks  from  the  date  of  the  capitulation, 
or  sooner  if  possil)le,  they  were  to  deliver  up  the 
citadel  to  the  Danes  and  quit  the  island  of  Zealand  : 
no  person  Avhatsoever  was  to  he  molested,  and  all 
property,  public  or  private,  with  the  exception  of 
the  ships  and  vessels  of  war  and  the  naval  stores 
belonging  to  his  Danish  majesty,  was  to  he  re¬ 
spected  ;  and  everything  Avas  promised  to  be  done 
Avhich  might  tend  to  produce  union  and  harmony 
between  the  two  nations;  all  prisoners  taken  on 
both  sides  Avere  to  he  unconditionally  restored ; 
and  any  English  property  that  might  have  been 
sequestrated  in  consequence  of  the  existing  hosti¬ 
lities  was  to  be  given  back  to  the  owners  thereof. 
On  the  8th  the  British  troops  entered  the  toAvn  and 
citadel,  and  the  sailors  instantly  began  to  get  the 
Danish  fleet  ready  for  sea.  So  great  was  the  rapi¬ 
dity  with  which  they  worked,  and  so  well  were  the 
Danish  stores  arranged  in  the  Avarehouses,  that  in 
nine  days  fourteen  sail  of  the  line  were  towed  out 
from  the  inner  harbour  to  the  road,  and  got  ready 
for  sea,  although  all  these  ships  had  only  their 
lower  masts  in,  some  of  them  had  scuttle-holes 
made  in  their  hulls  in  order  to  sink  them  (a  mea¬ 
sure  which  the  Danes  contemplated  in  their  despair), 
and  all  of  them  stood  in  need  of  repair.  Within 
the  space  of  six  weeks  three  more  ships-of-the-line, 
Avith  the  frigates  and  sloops,  Avere  got  ready,  and 
the  arsenal  and  its  store-houses  were  completely 
cleared.  There  were  three  seventy- fours  on  the 

*  In  Ills  (lisp.itclies  Admiml  Gambler  makes  a  particular  acknovv- 
leilpmcnt  of  Uie  aid  he  has  derived  from  Sir  Home  I’opliara,  captain 
of  tile  fleet,  "  wtiose  prompt  resources  and  complete  knowledge  of  his 
profession,  especially  of  that  branch  -vhich  is  connected  with  the  ope¬ 
rations  of  an  army,  qualify  him  in  a  particnl.vr  majiner  fur  the  anlu 
ous  and  various  duties  with  which  he  lias  been  chatged.'* 

2  P 


290 


HISTORY  OF  THE  REIGN  OF  GEORGE  III. 


stocks;  two  of  them  were  taken  to  pieces,  and  the 
best  of  their  timbers  were  embarked ;  the  third 
ship  was  destroyed,  as  were  a  rotten  old  64  and 
two  or  three  old  frigates.  This  left  in  the  posses¬ 
sion  of  the  captors  seventeen  ships-of-the-line,  one 
60,  two  40,  six  46,  and  two  32-gun  frigates,  fourteen 
corvettes,  sloops,  brigs,  and  schooners,  and  twenty- 
five  gun-boats.  It  has  been  properly  said  that  the 
benefit  to  England  was  not  what  she  had  acquired, 
but  what  Denmark  had  lost.*  Some  of  the  ships 
were  old  and  not  worth  repairing';  one  of  the 
80-gun  ships  grounded  on  a  sandbank  a  little 
below  Copenhagen  and  was  destroyed,  and  a  storm 
in  the  Cattegat  led  to  the  destruction  of  all  the 
gun-boats  except  three.  The  most  valuable  part 
of  the  seizure  consisted  of  the  masts,  spars,  timber, 
sails,  cordage,  and  other  naval  stores.  The  quan¬ 
tity  was  so  immense  that,  exclusive  of  the  stores 
that  were  shipped  on  board  of  the  British  and 
Danish  men  of  war,  ninety  transports,  measuring 
more  than  20,000  tons,  brought  away  full  cargoes. 
The  ordnance  brought  away  is  stated  at  2041  long 
guns,  202  carronades,  and  222  mortars.  The 
prize-money  due  to  the  troops  alone  was  estimated 
at  nearly  1,000,000/. 

On  the  20th  of  October  the  last  division  of  the 
British  army  was  re-embarked  with  the  utmost 
tranquillity,  and  without  a  single  casualty.  The 
total  loss  sustained  in  the  whole  course  of  the  ope¬ 
rations  on  shore  and  afloat  amounted  only  to  56 
killed,  179  wounded,  and  25  missing.  The  loss  of 
the  Danes,  in  the  bombardment  of  the  town,  appears 
to  have  been  much  exaggerated;  but  probably 
about  1000  persons  (among  whom  were,  unhappiljq 
included  women  and  children,  the  governor  not 
having  availed  himself  of  the  opportunity  offered 
him  of  sending  out  of  the  town  the  women,  children, 
and  old  men)  were  either  killed  or  wounded ; 
above  300  houses  were  destroyed,  and  nearly  all 
the  rest  were  more  or  less  injured.  On  the  21st, 
in  the  morning,  the  British  fleet,  with  its  prizes 
and  its  transports,  sailed  from  Copenhagen  Road 
in  three  great  divisions;  and,  at  the  close  of  the 
month,  it  reached  in  safety  Yarmouth  Roads  and 
the  Downs. t  Bonaparte  seems  to  have  been  as¬ 
tonished  that  the  English  did  not  carry  away  the 
hardy  Danish  sailors  as  well  as  their  ships. 

Mr.  Jackson,  before  taking  his  final  leave,  made 
some  more  diplomatic  overtures,  to  which  the  ex¬ 
asperated  crown  prince  would  not  listen.  As  soon 
as  the  British  fleet  had  passed  the  Sound,  the 
Danes  fitted  out  a  number  of  small  armed  vessels, 
which  made  very  successful  depredations  on  the 
English  merchant-men  in  the  Baltic,  who  seem  to 
have  had  neither  a  })roper  warning  from  our  admi¬ 
ral  or  government,  nor  the  necessary  protection  of 
convoy.  A  declaration  of  war  followed  on  the  })art  of 
the  crown  prince,  who  had  a  formidable  French 
army  at  his  elbow,  and  an  alliance  with  the  Emperor 
of  Russia  in  perspective.  On  the  4th  of  November 
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the  British  government  ordered  reprisals  to  be 
granted  against  the  ships,  goods,  and  subjects  of 
Denmark.  But  it  had  not  waited  so  long  to  invade 
and  possess  itself  of  Danish  territory.  On  the  4th 
of  September,  three  days  before  the  governor  of 
Copenhagen  finished  his  capitulation,  A'^ice-Ad- 
miral  T.  Macnamara  Russell  and  Captain  Lord 
Falkland  captured  the  small  Danish  island  of  He¬ 
ligoland  in  the  German  Ocean.  The  place  was 
a  perpendicular  unproductive  rock,  with  a  barren 
sandy  flat  at  the  foot  of  it :  its  entire  circumference 
did  not  exceed  three  English  miles,  and  it  was  sub¬ 
ject  to  such  rapid  waste  by  the  beating  and  washing 
of  that  stormy  sea  that  there  appeared  a  chance  of 
its  being  some  day  washed  away  altogether.  But 
there  were  circumstances  which  rendered  the  bare 
inhospitable  spot  of  exceeding  great  value  to 
England  at  that  moment ;  it  w'as  situated  off  the 
mouth  of  the  Elbe,  and  at  the  distance  of  only 
twenty-five  miles  from  the  mouths  of  the  AV^eser 
and  the  Eyder ;  it  could  scarcely  be  better  placed 
as  a  depot  for  British  manufactures,  colonial  pro¬ 
duce,  and  other  goods,  which  could  be  smuggled 
up  the  mouths  of  the  neighbouring  rivers  and  con¬ 
veyed  into  the  interior  of  the  Continent ;  and,  at 
the  same  time,  it  afforded  a  safe  asylum  in  those 
dangerous  waters  to  the  English  men-of-war  and 
cruisers,  which  w'ere  now  shut  out  fronr  every  port 
in  the  North  Seas,  except  those  of  Sweden,  and 
which  w'ere  very  soon  to  be  excluded  from  the 
Swedish  ports  also.  Heligoland,  too,  served  as  an 
admonitor  :  it  constantly  reminded  the  mariners 
and  coast-dwelling  people  of  those  northern  regions, 
that  there  was  an  element  w'hich  did  not  own  the 
sway  of  Bonaparte;  and  the  French  could  hardly 
look  searvard  from  their  conquests  in  Oldenburg 
and  Hanover  w'ithout  seeing  the  proud  flag  of 
England  floating  over  that  near  rock. 

In  the  month  of  December,  the  Danish  West 
India  islands  of  St.  Thomas,  St.  John’s,  and  Santa 
Croce  surrendered,  without  resistance,  to  a  squad¬ 
ron  commanded  by  Sir  Alexander  Cochrane,  and 
a  small  military  force  under  General  Bowyer.  A 
great  many  merchant  vessels,  carrying  the  Danish 
flag,  were  captured. 

In  the  course  of  this  year,  our  quarrels  with  the 
United  States  of  America  became  so  violent  as  to 
threaten  a  new  war  with  that  country  ;  but  we  re¬ 
serve  the  narrative  of  these  transactions  for  the 
year  1812,  when  hostilities  actually  commenced. 
AVe  have  now  related  all  the  really  important  ope¬ 
rations  of  the  British  fleet  and  army  during  the 
year  1807,  and  must  proceed  briefly  to  recapitulate 
the  operations  of  the  Grand  Army,  and  the  other 
proceedings  of  Bonaparte,  which  were  mixed  up 
with  nearly  all  our  transactions,  and  had  led  directly 
to  several  of  our  measures  besides  our  attack  upon 
Copenhagen. 

We  left  the  Emperor  of  the  French  comfortably 
quartered  in  the  city  of  AVarsawu  The  Russians, 
after  gaining  the  terrible  battle  of  Pultusk,  retired 
to  Ostrolenka,  where  they  found  better  wunter 
quarters,  and  where  they  were  joined  by  the  cenys 


Chap.  I.] 

d’armee  of  Prince  Galitzin,  who,  on  a  distant  point, 
had  defeated  a  French  division  on  the  same  day 
on  which  the  battle  of  Pnltusk  was  fought.  General 
Beningsen,  the  Russian  commander-in-chief,  now 
found  himself  at  the  head  of  90,000  men.  More 
Cossacks  were  spurring  onward  from  the  Don  and 
the  Wolga;  and,  though  the  French  attempted  to 
speak  contemptuously  of  these  irregular  spearmen, 
it  is  certain  that  they  sutfered  great  loss  from  their 
spears,  and  oftentimes  hunger,  from  the  cunning  and 
rapid  attacks  the  Cossacks  made  on  their  convoys 
of  provisions.  The  critical  situation  of  the  King  of 
Prussia,  cooped  up  in  Konigsberg  with  only  a  few 
thousand  men,  and  threatened  by  the  gradual  ap¬ 
proach  of  the  divisions  of  Marshals  Ney  and  Ber- 
nadotte,  did  not  allow  Beningsen  to  take  a  long  re¬ 
pose.  He  resumed  offensive  operations  with  great 
spirit,  spreading  his  Cossacks  abroad  over  the 
whole  country  near  the  Vistula,  and  making  many 
prisoners.  This  forced  the  French  from  their  win¬ 
ter  quarters  into  the  field — a  field  covered  with 
snow  and  ice,  and  swept  by  pitiless  winds.  On 
the  25th  of  January,  a  terrible  conflict  took  place 
near  Mohrungen,  and,  though  they  claimed  a 
victory,  the  French  suffered  a  decided  reverse.  A 
diversion  w'as  effected  in  favour  of  Kuniofsbera: ; 
and  the  brave  and  faithful  Lestocq  was  enabled 
to  relieve  and  throw  reinforcements  into  Graudentz, 
an  important  town  on  the  Vistula,  below  Warsaw, 
which  still  remained  in  possession  of  Prussian 
troops.  It  would  still  have  been  the  policy,  and 
it  was  the  wish,  of  Beningsen  to  protract  the  cam¬ 
paign,  and  wear  out  the  French  army,  which  was 
daily  suffering  diminution  from  the  severity  of  the 
climate  and  the  spears  of  the  Cossacks ;  but  the 
thievish  and  execrable  Russian  commissariat  had 
again  brought  that  army  into  a  starving  condition  ; 
the  Poles  of  the  country  were  all  hostile ;  and  the 
commander-in-chief  had  not  money  enough  to  cope 
in  the  Jew  market  with  the  golden  napoleons. 
The  Russian  troops  had  no  resource  but  to  prowl 
about,  and  dig  in  the  earth  for  the  corn  and  pro¬ 
visions  the  Polish  peasantry  concealed.  This  labour, 
added  to  their  military  duty,  scarcely  left  them  time 
for  any  repose,  and  when  the  poor  fellows  lay  down 
to  sleep  they  had  no  bed  but  the  snow,  no  shelter 
but  the  sky,  no  covering  but  rags.*  It  was  better 
to  fight  than  starve  ;  it  was  better  to  perish  under 
French  grape-shot  and  bayonets  than  to  linger  on 
thus.  The  army  became  clamorous  for  battle,  and 
the  able  general,  against  his  better  judgment,  led 
them  into  it,  or  rather  allowed  them  to  meet  it,  on 
the  8th  of  February,  at  Eylau,  or  more  properly 
Preussisch-Eilau,  or  Prussian  Eylau,  in  the  circle 
of  Konigsberg.  Bonaparte  had  actually  on  the 
field  85,000  men,  including  16,000  cavalry;  Be¬ 
ningsen,  who  had  been  obliged  to  detach  some  of 
his  troops,  had  only  75,000  men,  counting  the 
Prussian  division  of  Lestocq,  of  which  a  part  w'as 
not  in  line  when  the  battle  began  :  in  artillery  the 
Russians  were  superior,  having  460  guns  to  oppose 
to  about  380 ;  but  in  cavalry  they  were  very  in- 

*  Sir  Ilobeit  Wilson,  Sketch  of  tlie  Campaigns  in  Poland  in  1806-7. 
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ferior,  and  the  nature  of  the  country  w'as  favourable 
to  charges  of  horse.  There  remains  to  be  added 
another  immense  advantage  on  the  side  of  Bona¬ 
parte  ;  besides  the  army  with  which  he  engaged, 
he  had  on  the  Vistula  from  30,000  to  40,000  more 
men,  in  Silesia  21,000,  on  the  frontiers  of  Hanover 
8000,  in  front  of  Dantzic,  near  the  mouth  of  the 
Vistula,  24,000,  and  in  Pomerania  16,000  men, 
all  elated  with  victory ;  whereas  Beningsen  had 
hardly  any  troops  near  him  except  the  15,000 
Russians  whom  he  had  been  obliged  to  detach, 
and  about  10,000  or  12,000  Prussians  who  were 
protecting  their  king  and  queen  in  Konigsberg. 
The  French,  in  their  accounts,  not  satisfied  with 
falsifying  the  numbers  on  the  field,  always  put  out 
of  sight  the  numbers  in  the  vicinity — the  columns 
and  divisions  ready  to  give  support  in  case  of  a 
reverse,  and  in  case  of  victory  to  co-operate  in 
making  the  most  of  it.  Taking  the  whole  field  of 
war,  the  French  had  at  least  200,000  men,  even 
without  counting  the  army  of  Saxony,  to  oppose  to 
120,000  or  130,000  Russians  and  Prussians. 

The  bloody  battle  of  Eylau  began  at  daybreak 
on  the  8th  of  February.  Half-starved,  half-naked 
as  they  were,  the  Russian  infantry  fought  heroically, 
and  their  artillery  shattered  the  column  of  Augereau, 
and  beat  back  Marshal  Soult,  who  had  advanced  to 
the  attack  preceded  by  150  pieces  of  French  artil¬ 
lery.  A  snow  storm  was  raging  at  the  time,  and 
so  thick  was  the  snow  in  the  air  that  the  shattered 
French  columns  did  not  perceive  that  the  Cossacks 
were  upon  them  on  one  flank,  and  the  whole 
Russian  right  on  the  other,  until  the  Cossack  spears 
almost  touched  them ;  and  as  soon  as  they  made 
these  unwelcome  discoveries  the  French  broke  and 
fled  towards  the  town  or  village  of  Eylau,  in  as 
perfect  a  confusion  and  panic  as  had  ever  been 
displayed  by  veteran  troops  on  a  field  of  battle. 
French  standards  and  imperial  eagles  were  taken  ; 
Augereau  and  two  generals  of  division  were  des¬ 
perately  wounded ;  more  than  14,000  men  and 
officers  were  killed,  wounded,  or  captured  ;  out  of 
16,000  men  oidy  about  1600  got  into  Eylau ; 
Augereau’s  corps  was  in  fact  destroyed.  One  of 
the  Russian  divisions  followed  the  fugitives  into  the 
streets  of  the  town,  and  nearly  captured  Bonaparte, 
who  was  standing  on  a  mound  on  which  he  had 
placed  a  small  battery.  Having  rallied  the  corps 
of  Marshal  Soult,  which  had  suffered  greatly,  but 
which  had  not  been  destroyed  like  that  of  Augereau, 
the  French  emperor  ordered  a  grand  charge  to  be 
made  by  his  entire  cavalry  and  imperial  guard, 
supported  by  Soult’s  rallied  divisions.  It  should 
appear  that  the  movement  of  the  Russian  right, 
and  the  hot  pursuit  after  Aiigereau’s  fugitives,  had 
disordered  Beningsen’s  lines  :  his  front  line  gave 
way  before  the  shock  of  15,000  horse  and  25,000 
foot ;  his  regular  cavalry,  so  inferior  in  number, 
was  driven  back  by  the  enormous  squadrons  of 
Murat ;  and  200  pieces  of  French  artillery  poured 
destruction  on  the  receding  corps,  and  met  in  the 
teeth  the  columns  that  were  closing  from  either 
wing  to  succour  and  relieve  them.  But  Beningsen 
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at  the  head  of  his  staff  galloped  to  the  Russian 
front,  pressed  the  movements  of  his  closing  columns, 
brought  up  the  reserves  to  unite  with  the  first  line, 
and  then  ordered  a  bayonet  charge.  Before  this 
bold  and  unexpected  onset  Murat  in  his  turn  re¬ 
ceded,  the  imperial  guards  did  the  same,  and 
Soult’s  divisions  were  again  discomfited  and  shat¬ 
tered.  With  numbers  fearfully  diminished,  the 
French  assailants  got  back  to  the  ground  from 
which  they  had  started.  At  the  moment  when 
their  attack  had  seemed  to  be  successful,  one  of 
their  regiments  of  cuirassiers  dashed  through  an 
opening  in  Beningsen’s  lines,  and  penetrated  as 
far  as  the  baggage  in  his  rear ;  but  heavily  did 
they  pay  for  their  temerity  :  they  were  charged  by 
Piatotf,  the  hettman  of  the  Cossacks ;  they  were 
enveloped  by  those  hurrahing  spearmen,  they  were 
unhorsed,  pierced  through  and  through,  killed  and 
stripped  in  a  trice  :  only  18  of  them  ever  got  back 
to  their  own  lines  ;  530  left  their  shining  armour 
to  be  worn  in  triumph  by  so  many  Cossacks.  But 
shortly  after  the  hurried  retrograde  movement  of 
Murat  and  Soult,  Marshal  Bavoust,  who  had  been 
manoeuvring  since  the  beginning  of  the  battle  to 
turn  Beningsen’s  left,  got  fairly  behind  the  Russian 
rear,  and  threw  their  left  wing  and  a  part  of  their 
centre  into  disorder.  But  the  battle  of  Eylau  was 
a  battle  of  many  crises,  or  of  many  changes  of  for¬ 
tune  :  scarcely  had  Davoust  obtained  this  advantage 
ere  Lestocq  arrived  with  his  Prussians,  and,  rush¬ 
ing  past  the  left  of  the  French  and  the  right  of  the 
Russians,  formed  in  three  columns,  and  pushed  on 
to  meet  Davoust.  These  Prussian  columns,  pro¬ 
perly  commanded  by  an  honest,  loyal  man,  a  patriot 
and  a  hero,  behaved  as  well  as  ever  Prussian  troops 
had  behaved  under  Frederick  the  Great ;  they  never 
halted,  they  never  fired  a  musket  until  they  were 
within  a  few  paces  of  the  enemy,  and  then  a  mortal 
volley  was  succeeded  by  a  close  bayonet  charge. 
The  French  reeled  back,  an  entire  regiment  and  a 
battalion  of  another  were  totally  destroyed  or  made 
prisoners,  some  Russian  guns  were  recovered,  and 
another  of  Bonaparte’s  eagles  was  captured.  Da¬ 
voust  tried  to  maintain  himself  in  a  wood,  hoping 
for  a  respite  from  the  darkness  of  night,  for  the 
sun,  which  had  been  scarcely  visible  the  whole  day, 
was  now  sinking  in  the  west ;  but  Lestocq,  being 
joined  by  some  regular  Russian  cavalry,  and  by 
some  prdts  of  Cossacks,  dashed  into  the  wood,  and 
in  s})ite  of  his  superiority  in  numbers,  and  of  a  fine 
speech  he  is  said  to  have  uttered  about  brave  men 
dying  there  and  cowards  living  to  be  carried  into 
the  deserts  of  Siberia,  Davoust  found  himself  coni- 
])elled  to  give  ground,  to  yield  all  the  advantage  he 
had  gained,  and  to  flyback  to  the  main  body  of  the 
French  army,  leaving  behind  him  a  great  number 
of  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners.  It  was  now 
dark  night ;  but  the  fury  of  battle  did  not  cease, 
nor  did  the  chances  and  changes  of  tlie  fortune  of 
war,  which  render  this  battle  of  Eylau  one  of  the 
most  interesting  in  modern  history.  Marshal  Ney, 
who  had  followed  Lestoc(i,  drove  in  a  Prussian 
detachment,  and  carried  the  village  of  Schloditten, 
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which  stands  on  the  road  that  leads  to  Kunigsberg* 
The  loud  shouting  of  Ney’s  corps  announced  their 
success  to  Bonaparte,  and  was  heard  by  both  armies. 
As  the  possession  of  Schloditten  would  interrupt 
his  communications  with  Kdnigsberg  and  endanger 
the  king  and  cjueen  of  Prussia,  Beningsen  sent  a 
Russian  division  to  storm  the  village ;  and  at  ten 
o’clock  at  night  Marshal  Ney  M  as  driven  out  of  the 
])lace,  and  his  corps  retreated  through  the  deep 
snow,  staining  it  with  their  blood.  Here  ended 
the  fighting :  the  Russian  infantry  had  stood  like 
stone  ramparts,  or  like  walls  of  brass:  the  French 
had  utterly  failed  in  all  their  attacks,  and  in  some 
of  their  retreats  they  had  betrayed  nearly  every 
symptom  of  military  demoralization  ;  one  of  their 
largest  and  finest  corps  (Davoust  had  19,000  foot 
and  700  or  800  horse  with  him)  had  been  pushed 
oft'  the  field  by  an  inferior  number  of  Prussian 
bayonets,  and  from  10,000  to  12,000  French  sol¬ 
diers  had  quitted  their  colours  in  the  evening 
under  pretence  of  looking  after  the  wounded.  The 
loss  on  both  sides  had  been  tremendous  :  in  the 
absence  of  regular  authentic  returns  it  has  been 
roughly  stated  at  50,000  killed  and  M'ounded;  but 
it  should  appear  that  of  this  number  about  30,000 
were  French.  The  Grand  Army  had  lost  12  of 
its  eagles,  and  was  certainly  in  no  humour  to 
attempt  the  recovery  of  them.  If  Beningsen  could 
have  staid  u  here  he  was,  Bonaparte,  who  was  after 
all  obliged  to  fall  back  to  the  Vistula,  must  have 
been  under  the  necessity  of  making  a  rapid  retreat, 
and  such  a  retreat  has  almost  invariably  had  a  fatal 
effect  upon  French  armies.  But  so  wretchedly  was 
Beningsen  provided,  that  he  had  consumed  nearly 
all  his  ammunition  in  the  obstinately  contested 
battle,  which  on  various  points  had  endured  with¬ 
out  intermission  from  six  o’clock  in  the  morning 
till  ten  o’clock  at  night;  his  soldiers  had  eaten  uj) 
almost  their  last  scrap ;  and  the  neighbouring 
country  ofl'ered  neither  bread  for  the  hungry,  nor 
shelter  for  the  wounded.  The  Russian  and  Prussian 
generals,  on  horseback,  and  by  a  midnight  bivouac 
fire,  held  a  council  of  war.  Some  of  them,  and 
especially  Lestocq,  recommended  staying  where 
they  were,  pledging  their  lives  that  if  the  Russians 
would  only  form  and  make  a  slight  advance  on  the 
morrow  the  French  must  of  necessity  retire ;  and 
dwelling  upon  the  moral  efi'ect  which  would  be 
prodticed  in  Prussia,  in  Austria,  in  every  part  of 
Germany,  and  throughout  Euroj)e,  by  the  uncon- 
cealable  retreat  of  Bonaparte  and  his  Grand  Army. 
But  the  Russian  commander-in-chief,  besides  being 
checked  and  depressed  by  the  serious  circumstances 
already  mentioned,  seems  neither  to  have  suspected 
the  enormous  amount  of  the  Frencli  loss,  nor  to 
have  known  how  long  or  how  short  a  time  it  might 
take  the  French  atDantzic,  or  on  the  low’er  Vistula, 
to  reinforce  their  emperor  :  he  felt,  too,  that  in  case 
of  his  sustaining  any  reverse,  the  person  of  the  king 
of  Prussia  w'ould  be  put  in  imminent  peril ;  and 
upon  all  these  weighty  considerations  Beningsen 
ordered  a  retreat  upon  Konigsberg.  But  some  of 
the  troops  did  not  move  till  the  next  morning. 
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when  they  deliberately  traversed  the  field  in  front 
of  the  French,  who  ottered  them  not  the  slightest 
interruption,  being  evidently  as  much  astonished  as 
they  were  overjoyed  at  their  departure. 

The  best  testimony  as  to  the  real  effect  of  the 
battle  of  Eylau  was  borne  by  Bonaparte  himself : 
four  days  after  the  battle  he  dispatched  a  courteous 
message  to  the  King  of  Prussia,  proposing  a  suspen¬ 
sion  of  hostilities,  and  hinting  that,  if  his  majesty 
would  make  a  separate  peace  with  him,  he  might 
be  induced  to  forego  all  the  advantages  he  had 
gained  by  the  battles  of  Auerstadt  and  Jena,  and  to 
restore  nearly  the  whole  of  his  dominions.  Frede- 
rick-William,  who  was  no  longer  in  the  hands  of 
the  juggling  ministers  who  had  formerly  disgraced 
him,  and  whose  tricks  and  cunning  had  been  the 
real  cause  of  his  present  ruin,  refused  to  desert  and 
betray  his  ally  the  Emperor  Alexander — refused  to 
accede  to  any  peace  in  which  Russia  was  not  in¬ 
cluded — refused  to  agree  to  the  armistice.  It  was 
Bonaparte’s  invariable  principle  to  follow  up  hotly 
and  closely  every  success  obtained  in  the  field  ;  but 
now  he  lay  motionless  at  Eylau  for  eight  days,  and 
then,  instead  of  advancing  along  the  open  road' 
which  leads  to  Konigsberg,  he  began  to  send  off  his 
baggage  and  stores  in  the  opposite  direction  ;  and 
on  the  19th  of  February  he  evacuated  Eylau,  and 
retreated  to  his  old  line  on  the  Vistula,  being  fol¬ 
lowed  by  clouds  of  Cossacks,  who  surprised  and 
took  many  prisoners,  and  made  a  great  booty. 

Beningsen  now  advanced  again ;  crossing  the 
bloody  field  of  Eylau,  and  gradually  occupying  all 
the  country  evacuated  by  the  enemy.  Near  the 
right  bank  of  the  Vistula,  and  along  the  course  of 
the  Narew,‘there  was  a  desultory  war  of  posts,  at¬ 
tended  with  varying  success ;  but  there  was  no  more 
fighting  between  the  two  main  armies  for  more 
than  three  months  after  the  battle  of  Eylau.  In 
this  interval,  however,  Bonaparte  strengthened 
Marshal  Lefebvre,  who  had  invested  Dantzic,  and 
ordered  him  to  press  that  siege  with  the  utmost 
vigour.  At  the  same  time  he  called  Vandamme 
and  his  20,000  men  out  of  Silesia,  where  the  das¬ 
tardly  or  treacherous  surrender  of  a  variety  of  fort¬ 
resses  and  Prussian  posts  had  enabled  Davoust 
and  Ney  with  their  powerful  corps  to  cross  the 
Vistula,  and  take  part  in  the  battle  of  Eylau. 
Still,  however,  the  situation  of  Bonaparte  after  his 
retreat  from  Eylau  was  very  critical — so  critical 
that  due  exertion  on  the  part  of  England  for  her 
allies,  with  a  little  resolution  on  the  part  of  Austria, 
might  have  made  it  altogether  desperate.  The 
Emperor  Alexander,  whose  troops  had  everywhere 
behaved  so  manfully,  was  in  no  want  of  brave  men 
wherewith  to  reinforce  Beningsen  in  Poland  and 
Prussia ;  but  he  required  a  supply  of  muskets,  and 
he  was  sadly  in  want  of  money,  without  which  those 
forces  could  not  be  put  in  motion.  He  applied 
to  the  British  government,  on  whose  assistance  he 
assuredly  had  the  strongest  claim  :  this  time  he  re¬ 
quested  our  government  to  negotiate  for  him  a  loan 
of  six  millions  sterling,  and  make  him  an  imme¬ 
diate  advance  on  account :  it  is  said  that  the  se¬ 


curity  he  offered  was  not  bad  ;  if  he  had  offered  no 
security  at  all,  the  money  ought  to  have  been  raised 
and  sent  to  him  (it  might  have  saved  many  of  those 
millions  that  were  afterwards  spent  in  the  war) ; 
but  the  “  Talents  ”  ministry  thought  fit  to  decline 
the  transaction,  whereby  they  gave  a  mortal  offence 
to  the  czar,  and  almost  paralysed  his  exertions  in 
the  common  cause.  From  this  moment  Alexander 
seems  to  have  doubted  both  the  sincerity  and  gene¬ 
rosity  of  Great  Britain,  and  to  have  begun,  partly 
in  revenge,  and  partly  from  natural  disposition  and 
the  selfish  calculation  of  his  Russian  advisers  and 
ministers,  to  consider  how  he  should  get  out  of  the 
coalition  with  the  least  possible  loss,  and  derive 
benefit  and  aggrandizement  from  a  treaty  with 
Bonaparte.  It  is  easy  to  expose  and  exclaim 
against  the  selfishness,  cunning,  and  duplicity  he 
afterwards  displayed  ;  but  it  is  not  quite  so  easy  to 
prove  that  he  was  not  driven  to  this  line  of  conduct 
by  excessive  provocation.  In  the  course  of  the 
months  of  February  and  March,  Alexander  made 
repeated  and  urgent  applications  for  an  English 
army  to  co-operate  with  the  Swedish  forces  in  Po¬ 
merania.  The  congelation  of  the  Baltic  prevented 
such  an  expedition  from  the  end  of  December  till 
the  beginning  of  April ;  but  by  the  middle  or  at 
furthest  the  end  of  April  a  British  fleet  might  have 
landed  an  army  in  Pomerania,  or  even  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  Dantzic.  The  siege  of  Dantzic  was 
not  brought  to  its  successful  close  at  the  end  of 
]\Iay,  so  that  there  was  abundant  time  to  have  forced 
Lefebvre  to  have  raised  it,  and  to  have  thrown  a 
united  British  and  Swedish  army,  with  a  part  of 
the  Prussian  garrison  of  Dantzic,  in  Bonaparte’s 
rear.  Such  operations  would  have  led  to  a  general 
rising  in  all  the  north  of  Germany,  where  the  peo¬ 
ple  were  incensed  at  the  murder  of  Palm  the  book¬ 
seller,  and  at  numerous  acts  of  tyranny  and  cruelty, 
and  driven  almost  to  desperation  by  the  enormous 
military  contributions  the  French  were  levying  in 
all  directions,  as  well  in  the  states  of  those  they 
called  their  friends  and  allies  as  in  the  territories 
of  their  enemies.  With  this  encouragement,  and 
with  the  timely  aid  of  an  English  subsidy,  the  Em¬ 
peror  of  Austria  would  have  converted  his  army  of 
observation  on  the  frontiers  of  Bohemia  into  an 
active  army  on  the  Elbe,  and  that  army,  reinforced, 
would  have  carried  Dresden  and  Leipsic,  and  have 
stood  as  a  barrier  between  the  Grand  Army  of  Na¬ 
poleon  and  the  Rhine  and  France.*  To  the  earnest 
request  of  Alexander  for  a  British  auxiliary  force. 
Lord  Howick,  then  secretary  for  the  foreign  depart¬ 
ment,  replied  on  the  10th  of  March,  “Doubtless 
the  spring  is  the  most  favourable  period  for  military 
operations,  dui  at  the  present  juncture  the  allies 

*  Napoleon  afterwards  confessed  that  he  trembled  lest  150,000 
Austrians  should  appear  on  the  Elbe— that  he  saw  he  had  placed  him¬ 
self  at  the  mercy  of  his  enemies — that  more  than  once  he  bitterly  re¬ 
gretted  having  suffered  himself  to  be  drawn  into  those  remote  and 
inliospitable  regions  beyond  the  Vistula — that  the  cabinet  of  Vienna 
had  then  even  a  safer  opportunity  of  re-establishing  its  preponderance 
tlian  that  which  it  chose  in  181.S.  He  .attributed  his  salvation  to  the 
want  of  resolution  in  the  cabinet  of  Vienna,  and  to  his  own  lirm 
countenance.  But  the  irresolution  of  the  Austrians  must  have  vanished 
if  the  circumstances  to  which  we  have  alluded  in  the  text  had  taken 
place,  and  then  Bonaparte's  firm  countenance  would  have  availed  him 
hut  little. 
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must  not  look  for  any  considerable  land  force 
from  Great  Britain.”  This  was  poor  encourage¬ 
ment  for  the  Russians,  who  had  so  recently  strewed 
the  field  of  Evlau  with  20,000  of  their  killed  and 
wounded.  A  fortnight  after  the  date  of  Lord 
Howick’s  note,  the  ministry  of  w'hich  he  formed  a 
part  was  no  more.  The  rival  party  who  succeeded 
to  the  management  of  affairs  remitted  500,000/.  to 
the  court  of  Petersburg  ;  but  this  was  not  money 
enough,  and  the  Tory  cabinet  sent  out  no  troops  to 
the  Baltic  until  it  was  too  late.  No  excuse  can  be 
found  for  this  stinted  and  insufficient  subsidy,  and 
we  doubt  whether  they  could  be  excused  for  not 
having  got  a  British  armament  into  the  Baltic  before 
the  end  of  May,  and  therefore  before  the  surrender 
of  Dantzic.  Although  no  preparations  had  been 
made  by  their  predecessors,  who  went  out  of  office 
on  the  25th  of  March,  assuredly,  by  proper  exer¬ 
tions,  a  fleet  of  transports,  a  few  men-of-war  to 
convoy  it,  and  (as  a  first  division)  25,000  troops, 
taken  from  the  home  army,  which  was  lying  round 
the  coasts  doing  nothing,  and  without  a  prospect  of 
having  anything  to  do,  might  have  been  got  ready 
and  embarked  by  the  25th  of  April,  when  the 
thawed  or  thawing  ice  would  have  allowed  access 
to  any  part  of  the  Baltic,  except  perhaps  the  Gulf 
of  Finland,  where  our  presence  was  not  wanted. 
When  this  same  new  ministry  resolved  upon  the 
expedition  to  Copenhagen — an  expedition  which 
would  have  been  unnecessary  in  August,  if  Russia 
had  been  supported  in  April  or  May — a  much 
greater  land  force  and  an  immense  fleet  of  ships 
of  war  were  got  into  a  state  of  readiness  in  four  or 
five  weeks.  A  glance  at  home  transactions,  and 
the  debates  and  struggles  of  parties  in  the  British 
parliament,  wdll  reveal  the  fact  that  the  new  mi¬ 
nisters— Canning,  Castlereagh,  Perceval,  and  all 
— were  thinking  rather  more  of  the  means  of  se¬ 
curing  themselves  in  power  than  of  the  war  on  the 
continent,  or  of  enabling  Russia  to  make  the  most 
of  the  vantage-ground  which  she  had  gained,  or 
which  she  might  have  gained  by  one  strenuous 
effort  more.  It  is  possible,  however,  that  the  con¬ 
duct  of  their  predecessors  may  have  produced  a 
moral  effect  most  difficult  to  correct.  In  unconsti¬ 
tutional  countries  neither  the  good  nor  the  evil  of 
our  constitutional  system  is  ever  understood  ;  the 
Emperor  Alexander,  at  the  head  of  a  despotic  go¬ 
vernment,  w  hose  single  will  w'as  the  only  law,  could 
not  comprehend  how  entirely  the  King  of  England 
W'as  subjected  to  the  varying  will  and  changing 
systems  of  parliamentary  majorities  and  successive 
cabinets,  and  he  may  have  attributed  to  insincerity 
and  treachery  what  w'as  merely  the  result  of  a 
change  or  changes  of  ministers.  It  is  in  this 
way  that  the  continental  nations,  even  in  com¬ 
plimenting  the  honour,  integrity,  and  steadiness  of 
the  English  character,  as  displayed  individually  and 
in  private  transactions  between  man  and  man,  have 
been,  and  still  are,  accustomed  to  hold  up  the  con¬ 
duct  of  the  cabinet  of  St.  James’s  as  fickle,  unsteady, 
frequently  treacherous,  and  always  changeful.  It 
is  at  least  probable  that  some  such  impression  may 
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have  sunk  deeply  into  the  heart  of  Alexander,  and 
have  led  him  into  measures  or  expressions,  or  even 
into  a  correspondence,  calculated  to  excite  on  the 
other  hand  the  suspicions  of  our  cabinet.  On 
former  occasions  Russia  had  proved  herself  a 
slippery  ally,  and  the  prevailing  principles  in  her 
diplomacy  and  general  policy  had  nearly  always 
been  cunning  and  duplicity.  Bonaparte  subse¬ 
quently  said  of  Alexander  himself  that  he  was 
astute  and  duplex  like  a  Greek  of  the  lower 
empire ;  and  we  fear,  notwithstanding  the  higher 
and  better  qualities  of  the  czar,  this  stigma  must 
remain  upon  his  name  and  memory,  with  only  this 
mitigation,  that  the  character  of  a  native  sovereign 
must  be  formed  by  the  character  of  the  people  over 
whom  he  rules,  or  by  the  character  of  that  part  of 
them  through  whom  and  by  whom  he  governs. 

The  positive  historical  facts  of  the  case  are  clear 
enough.  The  English  cabinet  sent  no  troops  to 
the  Baltic  till  the  month  of  July,  when  the  German 
legion,  about  8,000  strong,  was  landed  in  the  isle 
of  Rugen,  near  Stralsund.  They  were  so  slow  in 
sending  160,000  muskets  to  Kunigsberg  that  an 
immense  body  of  Russian  militia  were  unable  to 
march  for  want  of  arms — that  these  muskets  did 
not  arrive  until  the  middle  of  June,  when  they 
came  just  in  time  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the 
French,  who  took  Kunigsberg  a  few  days  after  the 
battle  of  Friedland.  The  Emperor  Alexander  sent 
such  inconsiderable  reinforcements  to  Beningsen 
that  that  army  was  never  even  raised  to  its  original 
computation  of  90,000  men.  Austria  remained 
paralysed,  and  the  peoples  of  the  north  of  Germany, 
left  without  encouragement  or  assistance,  conti¬ 
nued  in  the  condition  of  exasperated  but  passive 
spectators.  The  time  he  wanted  w'as  allowed  to 
Bonaparte,  who  called  upon  France,  upon  Italy, 
upon  Holland,  upon  the  confederated  states  of  the 
Rhine,  upon  every  country  where  his  authority  or 
influence  was  established,  to  forward  him  supplies 
in  men,  money,  arms,  stores,  clothing,  and  provi¬ 
sions.  Enormous  requisitions  were  made  again  in 
Prussia  and  all  the  north  of  Germany  :  in  France 
another  conscription  was  anticipated,  and  80,000 
men,  instead  of  being  levied  in  September,  1808, 
were  ordered  to  be  levied  in  March,  1801.  This 
was  the  third  anticipated  levy  which  had  been 
demanded  since  the  commencement  of  the  war 
against  the  King  of  Prussia  in  October  1806! 
Come  weal,  come  woe,  defeat  or  victory,  it  was  a 
physical  impossibility  that  France  could  for  many 
years  stand  these  frightful  drains  on  her  population. 

By  the  month  of  June  Bonaparte  had  200,000 
men  on  the  Vistula,  and  between  that  river  and  the 
Niemen.  The  Prussian  General  Kalkreuth  sur¬ 
rendered  in  Dantzic,  on  the  21th  of  May.*  On 

*  Dantzic  might  have  held  out  much  longer  hut  for  want  of  guii- 
owder,  iillhough  Marslial  Mortier  had  reinforced  Lefehvre,  who  had 
GPU  SO  long  investing  the  place.  Kalkveuth  had  abundance  of  pro¬ 
visions,  of  courage,  of  cannon  (900  pieces  became  the  ]»rey  ol  ihe 
French),  and  of  everything  except  powder.  After  some  misdirecled 
attempts  made  by  lheS''edcs  to  throw  the  precious  article  into  th  • 
place,  Captain  (/hristopher  Struchey,  of  the  Hrilish  18-gun  ship  sloop 
*  Dauntless,'  made  a  gallant  but  unsuccessful  attem])t  to  supply  Uie 
garrison  with  60U  barrels  of  gunpowder !  On  the  16th  of  May,  taking 
advantage  of  a  favourable  wind,  the  *  Dauntless’  ran  up  the  river 
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the  14th  of  June  the  great  battle  of  Friedland  took 
place.  The  scene  of  the  combat,  on  the  river 
Aller,  was  only  a  few  miles  from  the  field  of 
Eylau;  but  the  Russians  fought  not  with  the  same 
spirit.  There  appears  also  to  have  been  a  want 
of  energy  on  the  side  of  Bonaparte,  who  remained 
in  a  state  of  inaction  at  Eylau,  without  giving 
any  precise  orders  as  to  the  operations  to  be  un¬ 
dertaken,  and  seemingly  without  knowing  that 
Beningsen’s  entire  force  was  in  his  front.  Thus 
the  battle,  which  might  have  begun  much  earlier, 
did  not  commence,  in  earnest,  until  four  or 
five  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  the  French 
emperor  did  not  arrive  on  the  field  till  later. 
Again  the  beginning  of  the  action  was  highly 
favourable  to  the  Russians  :  their  imperial  guard 
charged  and  drove  in  the  division  of  Ney,  and 
shook  the  division  of  Dupont,  who  had  been  sent  to 
support  Ney ;  this  tremendous  charge  was  followed 
up  by  a  charge  of  Russian  cavalry ;  two  French 
regiments  lost  their  eagles ;  a  number  of  men  and 
several  officers  of  note  were  killed  or  badly 
wounded  ;  it  was  rumoured  that  Ney  himself  had 
fallen  ;  the  French  infantry  reeled  back,  attempting 
to  form  in  square ;  the  Russian  horse  continued 
their  charge  almost  up  to  the  muzzle  of  the  guns 
w’hich  Senarmont,  Bonaparte’s  excellent  general 
of  artillery,  had  placed  in  battery.  But  these 
tremendous  batteries  decided  the  fate  of  the  day : 
the  battle  of  Friedland  was  not  a  battle  of  bayonets, 
but  one  of  artillery.  While  Beningsen  had  scat¬ 
tered  his  guns  along  his  line,  Senarmont  had  col¬ 
lected  and  concentrated  upon  one  point  nearly  all 
the  French  cannon;  and  as  the  Russians  ap¬ 
proached  in  solid  column  he  assailed  them  with  a 
tremendous  fire  of  ball  and  grape-shot.  This  sort 
of  battle  lasted  for  nearly  three  hours,  and  during 
that  time  the  French  artillery  discharged  more  than 
3000  ball  and  500  grape-shot  charges.  The  Rus¬ 
sians  fell  back,  and,  instead’ of  concentrating  their 
own  artillery,  they  renewed  their  attempt  to  storm 
the  terrible  battery  with  infantry  and  cavalry.  At 
last  they  were  worsted,  and  as  night  approached 
they  began  to  retire  behind  the  Aller,  crossing  that 
river  by  a  ford,  and  carrying  with  them  all  their 
artillery  and  baggage.  It  appears  that  they  did 
not  lose  so  much  as  a  single  gun  or  a  single  tum¬ 
bril.  The  French  say  they  did  not  follow  them 
because  it  was  night,  and  because  Murat  had  been 
detached  towards  Konigsberg;  but  the  nights  in 
the  middle  of  June  are  not  dark  in  those  latitudes, 
and  they  had  with  them  the  dragoons  of  Latour- 
Maubourg  and  an  abundance  of  other  cavalry.  It 
is  evident  that  their  own  losses  in  the  combat,  and 
the  resolute  countenance  and  orderly  retreat  of  the 
Russians,  who  were  only  worsted  and  not  tho¬ 
roughly  beaten  (as  reported  by  bulletins  and  Moni- 
teurs),  prevented  their  following  across  the  Aller. 

with  studding  sails  set,  firing  on  the  enemy  as  she  stemmed  the  rapid 
current ;  but  the  wind,  from  shifting,  or  from  an  unexpected  bend  in 
the  river,  became  unfavourable ;  the  channel  was  far  tw  narrow  for 
the  '  Dauntless  ’  to  work  in ;  the  point-blank  fire  of  the  enemy  was  too 
heavy  to  be  resisted ;  and  Captain  Strachey  ran  his  vessel  upon  the 
sand-btinks  within  half  musket-shot  of  the  French  batteries,  and  sur¬ 
rendered.— Naval  History, 


Scarcely  a  prisoner  was  taken  except  among  the 
badly  wounded ;  and  the  field  seemed  as  thickly 
strewed  with  the  French  as  with  the  Russian  killed 
and  wounded.  Many  of  the  regiments  of  the 
Grand  Army  were  reduced  to  less  than  one  half — 
whole  companies  had  disappeared  to  a  man.  “  The 
character  which  the  war  had  taken  ever  since  the 
battle  of  Eylau,”  says  a  French  writer,  “  was  exceed¬ 
ingly  destructive — everywhere  a  terrible  carnage — 
nothing  to  be  got  without  losing  torrents  of  blood ! 
With  the  Austrians  and  the  Prussians  one  might, 
by  means  of  strategy,  make  whole  masses  prison¬ 
ers  ;  one  might  finish  a  campaign  by  means  of 
decisive  marches,  which  threw  into  the  hands  of 
the  Emperor  Napoleon  the  half  of  an  army  as  cap¬ 
tives  ;  but  with  the  Russians  there  was  nothing  but 
to  kill  and  to  be  killed,  to  break  their  ranks  down 
to  the  last  man  with  cannon  ball,  and  that  too 
without  any  considerable  result !  In  general,  when 
armies  are  not  barbarous,  soldiers  do  not  like  to 
multiply  deaths  ;  they  desire  a  victory  with  as  little 
possible  blood  and  with  as  much  profitable  result 
as  is  possible ;  these  butcheries  end  by  carrying 
fear  and  disgust  into  the  hearts  of  the  most  veteran 
troops.”* 

Even  after  the  reverse  at  Friedland,  steadiness 
and  fortitude  on  the  part  of  the  czar,  with  no 
extraordinary  exertions  on  the  part  of  his  allies, 
would  have  rendered  him  certain  of  victory  if 
Bonaparte  had  ventured  to  cross  the  Niemen  and 
penetrate  into  Russia;  and  if  that  conqueror  had 
not  advanced  he  must  have  retreated  once  more 
behind  the  Vistula.  Sickness  had  broken  out 
among  the  over-fatigued  French  troops;  between 
the  sick  and  the  wounded  50,000  men  of  the  Grand 
Army  were  in  hospitals ;  the  recruits  which  arrived 
from  France  and  from  other  countries  were  scarcely 
sufficient  to  fill  up  the  fearful  gaps  made  by  war 
and  disease ;  these  recruits  could  not  be  compared 
to  the  practised  soldiers  who  had  fallen  or  were 
lying  in  the  hospitals,  and  even  the  vieilles  mou¬ 
staches,  the  veterans  of  the  army,  were  getting 
thoroughly  disgusted  with  a  war  that  offered 
nothing  but  hardship,  suffering,  and  destruction 
— they  were  so  sick  of  Poland  that  they  had  no 
wish  to  try  the  remoter  regions  of  Russia.  It  may 
be  doubted  whether  mutiny  and  a  general  revolt 
would  not  have  followed  an  order  to  cross  the 
Niemen,  or  even  the  appearance  of  a  disposition  to 
remain  long  in  any  part  of  Poland  to  the  north  of 
Praga  and  Warsaw.  Nor  could  Bonaparte  now 
have  well  ventured  to  prolong  his  absence  from 
France :  it  was  already  nearly  a  year  since  he  had 
quitted  Paris  ;  he  knew  that  the  immense  sacrifices 
made  in  this  war  had  excited  both  despondency 
and  criticism,  and  he  felt  the  danger  of  allowing 
the  French  people  to  believe  that  they  could  be 
governed  without  his  immediate  superintendence. 
If  he  had  left  the  Grand  Army,  his  genius  would 
have  left  it  with  him.  That  army  could  only  per¬ 
form  prodigies  when  he  was  with  it.  In  his 
absence  the  most  boasted  of  his  generals  appear  to 
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have  subsided  into  mediocrity :  his  jealousy  and 
his  despotism  had  smothered  nearly  all  the  military 
genius  which  had  been  displayed  in  the  days  of 
the  republic,  although  that  genius  was  certainly 
not  of  so  high  a  kind  as  it  has  been  the  fashion  to 
represent  it.  Take  away  Bonaparte  and  Soult,  and 
we  believe  old  Beningsen  would  have  been  a  match 
for  any  of  his  lieutenants  and  marshals. 

The  Russian  general  slowly  retired  to  Tilsit,  on 
the  Niemen,  destroying  all  the  bridges,  and  falling 
back  upon  his  reserves.  Fie  was  joined  by  15,000 
or  20,000  infantry,  who  were  followed  by  a  multi¬ 
tude  of  irregular  cavalry,  chiefly  drawn  from  the 
Crimea  and  from  Asiatic  Russia,  and  including 
some  hordes  ofBaskirs  and  other  Manchu  Tartars, 
armed  with  bows  and  arrows.  But  the  Emperor 
Alexander,  from  the  causes  already  related,  had  an 
earnest  wish,  an  impatiency,  for  peace ;  and  this 
feeling  released  the  Emperor  of  the  French  from 
what  at  the  least  was  a  hazardous  and  painful 
dilemma.  It  is  never  likely  to  be  clearly  ascertained 
which  party  was  the  first  to  make  overtures :  the 
Russians  insist  that  the  first  proposition  came 
from  the  French ;  the  French  that  it  came  from 
the  Russians.  What  seems  certain  is  that  the  first 
opeji  step  was  taken  by  Bonaparte  in  sending 
Duroc  to  the  Russian  head-quarters  at  Tilsit, 
where  the  czar  himself  now  was,  to  demand  an 
armistice  and  to  propose  a  personal  interview  be¬ 
tween  the  two  emperors.  The  suspension  of  hos¬ 
tilities  was  immediately  agreed  to  ;  and  on  the  25th 
of  June  Alexander  and  Napoleon  met  on  a  raft  in 
the  middle  of  the  Niemen,  at  a  short  distance  from 
Tilsit.  From  that  moment  the  young  czar  ap¬ 


pears  to  have  been  dazzled  and  cajoled  by  the  bril¬ 
liant  and  insinuating  Corsican.  The  King  of 
Prussia,  who  in  losing  Kunigsberg,  which  fell  im¬ 
mediately  after  Beningsen’s  retreat  behind  the 
Aller,  had  lost  his  last  town,  had  fled  to  the 
Niemen  with  his  fair  and  broken-hearted  queen  ; 
but  he  was  not  present  at  the  interview,  and  he 
seems  to  have  been  almost  forgotten  by  his  ally. 
On  the  following  day,  the  26th  of  June,  the  two 
emperors  took  up  their  residence  in  the  town  of 
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Tilsit,  leaving  the  King  and  Queen  of  Prussia  for 
some  days  to  occupy  a  humble  mill  in  the  suburbs. 
He  had  defamed  and  traduced  her  before  the  war 
began,  and  now  that  it  was  ended  Bonaparte  be¬ 
haved  to  Louisa  Augusta  with  harshness  and  with 
insolence,  insulting  and  stinging  her  in  the  very 
act  of  pretending  gallantry  and  magnanimity. 
When  she  ventured  to  ask  for  a  trifling  addition  to 
the  territorial  restitution  he  proposed  making  to 
the  king  her  husband,  he  is  said  to  have  brutally 
told  her  that  she  ought  to  remember  that  it  w'as  he, 
Napoleon,  who  offered,  and  that  her  majesty  had 
only  the  task  of  accepting  what  he  should  choose 
to  give.  With  the  Emperor  of  all  the  Russias,  who 
w'as  not  a  dispossessed  king,  but  great  and  pow’er- 
ful,  with  his  real  power  untouched  as  yet  by  the 
war,  he  was  all  courtesy  and  condescension  ;  he 
rode  out  with  him,  he  spent  the  long  evenings 
alone  with  him,  keeping  up  the  talk  till  the 
midnight  hour ;  and  he  lived  with  him  almost  as 
with  a  brother ;  but  the  King  of  Prussia  he 
shunned  as  much  as  he  could,  and  treated  him 
contemptuously  when  obliged  to  meet  him.  . 

The  negotiations  at  Tilsit  w'ere  soon  finished.* 
On  the  Tth  of  July  was  signed  the  treaty  of  peace 
between  his  majesty  the  Emperor  of  the  French, 
King  of  Italy,  &c.,  and  his  majesty  the  Emperor  of 
all  the  Russias,  and  on  the  9th  the  separate  treaty 
with  Prussia  w'as  signed.  Frederick  William  was 
restored  to  about  one  half  of  his  former  territories, 
as  far  as  the  Elbe;  but  all  the  principal  Prussian 
fortresses  and  all  the  sea-port  towns  were  to  remain 
in  the  hands  of  the  French  till  the  general  peace,  or 
until  England  should  be  reduced  to  submission. 
The  portion  of  Poland  acquired  by  Prussia  in  the 
partition  of  1172  was  disunited  from  that  kingdom, 
and  erected  into  a  separate  territory,  to  be  called 
the  Great  Duchy  of  Warsaw,  but  to  be  held  not  by 
a  Polish  prince,  or  a  republic  of  Poles,  but  by  the 
King  of  Saxony,  that  faithful  ally  of  Bonaparte  ; 
and  it  was  stipulated  that  his  majesty  of  Saxony, 
in  order  to  have  a  direct  communication  with  his 
new'  acquisition,  should  be  allowed  an  open  military 
road  through  the  Prussian  province  of  Silesia — a 
sure  way  of  keeping  up  a  perpetual  jealousy  be¬ 
tween  the  King  of  Prussia  and  the  King  of  Saxony 
and  Grand  Duke  of  Warsaw.  Prussia  was  made 
to  renounce  for  ever  all  claim  to  the  possession  of 
Dantzic;  and  that  city,  with  a  strip  of  surrounding 
territory,  was,  with  a  pretty  mockery,  declared  to  be 
free  and  independent,  and  under  the  joint  jirotec- 
tion  of  Prussia  and  Saxony  ;  only,  until  the  con¬ 
clusion  of  a  general  peace,  Dantzic  was  to  be  gar¬ 
risoned  by  the  French.  As  he  kept  possession  of 
the  whole  sea-board,  it  was  scarcely  necessary  to  in- 

*  Two  Prussian  ministers  (Hardenber"  and  I.ucchesini)  have  not 
liositaltMl  to  declare  in  statements  given  to  the  world  that  the  principal 
motives  which  induced  the  Kmperor  Alexander  to  conclude  the  treaty 
of  Tilsit,  were  the  refusal  of  Lord  Ilowiek  to  guarantee  the  Uussian 
loan,  &c.  ;  the  slowness  of  the  new  Knglisli  admimsiration  in  fur* 
ni-Nhing  the  promised  supplies  of  money,  arms,  and  ammunition  ; 
and  the  refusal  of  Austria  to  take  any  nnrt  in  the  contest.  It  is  sniil, 
too,  that  Lord  Howick,  who,  after  tne  catastrophe  of  Jena,  hail 
earnestly  solicited  Alexander  to  fly  to  the  succour  of  Prussia,  gave 
his  refusal  in  a  cold,  haughty  manner,  peculiarly  painful  to  the  feel¬ 
ings  of  the  cz  ir. 
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troducethe  clause;  but  Bonaparte  bound  Frederick 
William  to  shut  all  his  ports,  without  any  excep¬ 
tion,  against  the  trade  and  navigation  of  the  Eng¬ 
lish,  to  allow  no  shipment  to  be  made  from  any 
Prussian  port  for  the  British  isles  or  British  colo¬ 
nies,  nor  to  admit  any  ship  from  England  or  her 
colonies  into  any  Prussian  port.  Bonaparte  took 
every  opportunity  to  declare,  that,  if  Frederick  Wil¬ 
liam  was  yet  allowed  to  reign,  it  was  solely  owdng 
to  his  friendship  for  Alexander.  The  czar,  as  a 
matter  of  course,  ivas  not  called  upon  to  make  any 
territorial  sacrifices  :  on  the  contrary,  he  was  gra¬ 
tified  with  the  cession  of  a  part  of  Prussian  Po¬ 
land,  which  weakened  the  Grand  Duchy  of  War¬ 
saw,  and  materially  strengthened  his  own  frontier. 
By  the  secret  articles  of  the  treaty,  France  allowed 
Russia  to  take  Finland  from  Sweden,  and  Russia 
on  her  part  engaged  to  close  all  her  ports  against 
British  vessels,  and  to  head  a  new  armed  neutrality 
or  coalition  of  the  north.  Russia,  as  well  as  Prussia, 
ratified  all  the  changes  and  all  the  wrongs  which 
Bonaparte  had  made  and  committed  on  the  Euro¬ 
pean  continent,  acknowledging  the  thrones  which  he 
had  erected,  and  recognising  the  confederation  of 
the  Rhine  and  all  the  other  leagues  he  had  formed. 
Nay,  they  even  did  more  than  this,  for  they  ac¬ 
knowledged  and  recognised  a  throne  which  was 
not  yet  erected,  but  which  was  going  to  be  erected 
— they  recognised  that  scapegrace,  his  Imperial 
Highness  Prince  Jerome  Bonaparte,  as  King  of 
Westphalia,  which  kingdom,  it  was  declared,  “  shall 
consist  of  the  provinces  ceded  by  the  King  of  Prus¬ 
sia  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Elbe,  and  of  other  states 
at  present  in  the  possession  of  his  majesty  the  Em¬ 
peror  Napoleon.”  In  return,  and  expressly  out  of 
deference  to  the  Emperor  Alexander,  it  was  agreed 
that  his  relatives  or  connexions,  the  Dukes  of 
Saxe-Cobourg,  Oldenburg,  Mecklenburg-Schwerin, 
should  be  restored  to  the  complete  and  quiet  pos¬ 
session  of  their  states ;  but  still,  only  upon  con¬ 
dition  that  their  seaports  should  remain  in  the 
possession  of  French  garrisons  till  a  definitive  treaty 
should  be  signed  between  France  and  England. 
Throughout  both  treaties  the  means  of  giving  ef¬ 
fect  to  the  Berlin  decree,  and  of  totally  excluding 
the  commerce  of  England  from  the  continent,  were 
kept  steadily  and  constantly  in  view. 

Loud  were  the  lamentations  raised  by  the  Polish 
patriots  and  dupes,  who  had  kept  on  dreaming 
about  the  reconstruction  of  their  once  great  nation 
under  a  native  prince  and  a  free  and  happy  con¬ 
stitution.  In  order  not  to  rouse  Austria,  the  part 
of  Poland  she  had  obtained  in  the  partitions  was 
left  to  her  undisturbed  possession ;  the  portion  of 
Russia  was  increased;  and  the  portion  of  Prussia, 
as  we  have  seen,  was  handed  over  to  the  King  of 
Saxony,  now  a  mere  satrap  of  Bonaparte.  A  thing 
called  a  constitution  was  indeed  given  to  the  grand 
duchy  of  Warsaw ;  but  it  was  so  framed  as  to  give 
no  umbrage  to  the  despotic  governments  of  Aus¬ 
tria  and  Russia,  to  excite  little  or  no  envy  or  long¬ 
ing  in  the  Poles  who  remained  under  the  dominion 
of  those  two  absolute  crowns  ;  and,  as  it  was  con- 
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cocted  by  Bonaparte  himself,  it  may  be  conceived 
that  it  was  a  dwarfish  unhealthy  plant,  never  likely 
to  grow  into  a  system  of  free  and  permanent  insti¬ 
tutions.  The  little  good  this  constitution  conferred 
was  paid  for  at  a  terrible  price,  and  it  was  soon 
found  that  the  civil  government  of  the  King  of 
Saxony  could  oppose  no  limits  to  the  military  go¬ 
vernment  of  Bonaparte:  the  Poles  of  the  grand 
duchy  of  Warsaw  were  oppressed  with  taxes  and 
imposts,  which  were  really  ordered  at  Paris,  or 
wherever  the  French  emperor’s  head-quarters 
might  be ;  their  sons  were  seized  by  the  con¬ 
scription,  and  hurried  away  to  fight  the  battles  of 
Bonaparte,  and  to  perish  in  Portugal  and  Spain ; 
their  landed  property  was  in  many  instances  seized 
by  the  fiscal  and  sold  to  the  highest  bidder,  in 
order  to  pay  the  excessive  taxes ;  the  old  habits 
and  customs  of  the  country,  which  even  the  des¬ 
potism  of  Prussia  had  respected,  were  rudely  and 
wantonly  violated  ;  and,  added  to  all  these  w'oes, 
the  Poles  of  the  grand  duchy  of  Warsaw  had  the 
dismal  certainty  that,  whenever  war  should  break 
out  again  between  France  and  Russia,  or  between 
France  and  Austria,  their  country  would  neces¬ 
sarily  become  the  theatre  of  that  war.  Neverthe¬ 
less  the  Polish  officers  who  were  gathering  fame 
(such  as  it  was)  by  following  the  French  eagles, 
and  who  were  getting  crosses  and  ribands  to  tie 
to  their  button-holes,  and  plenty  of  money  to 
spend,  professed  great  gratitude  for  the  creation 
of  the  Warsaw  duchy,  and  believed,  or  affected  to 
believe,  that  at  some  not  very  distant  day  Bona¬ 
parte  would  keep  all  his  promises,  reconstructing 
Poland,  and  making  it  again  the  great  power  of 
the  North. 

The  Turks  had  at  least  as  much  reason  as  the 
Poles  to  complain  of  the  treaty  of  Tilsit :  they  had 
been  tempted  and  dragged  into  the  w^ar  by  the 
most  solemn  promises  that  Moldavia  and  Wal- 
lachia,  with  all  their  territories  on  the  left  bank 
of  the  Danube,  should  be  secured  to  them,  and  by 
the  fond  hope  of  re-obtaining,  through  the  assist¬ 
ance  of  French  arms  and  French  negotiations,  the 
whole  of  Bessarabia  and  of  the  Crimea,  of  all  that 
the  Russians  had  taken  from  them  since  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  reign  of  Peter  the  Great ;  but  now 
all  that  they  got  was  a  temporary  suspension  of 
hostilities,  with  the  withdraw'al  of  the  Russian 
I  troops  from  the  provinces  of  Moldavia  and  Wal- 
lachia,  which  provinces,  however,  were  not  to  be 
occupied  by  the  troops  of  the  sultan  till  after  the 
exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  a  juture  definitive 
treaty  of  peace  between  Russia  and  the  Ottoman 
Porte ;  and  within  fifteen  months  after  the  date 
of  the  treaty  of  Tilsit  we  shall  find  Bonaparte 
allowing  and  encouraging  the  Emperor  Alexander 
to  overrun  and  keep  even  Wallachia  and  Moldavia. 
He  said  to  Alexander,  “  I  lay  no  stress  on  the 
evacuation  of  Wallachia  and  Moldavia  by  your 
troops;  you  may  protract  it  if  you  wish.  It  is 
impossible  any  longer  to  endure  the  presence  of 
the  Turks  in  Europe  ;  you  are  at  liberty  to  drive 
them  back  into  Asia ;  but  observe  one  thing,' — Con- 
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stanliuople  must  not  fall  into  the  hands  of  any 
European  power.”  This  rvas  said  even  at  Tilsit ; 
and,  although  the  compacts  were  not  committed  to 
writing — were  not  inserted  even  in  the  most  secret 
clauses  of  the  secret  treaty — it  is  rather  more  than 
suspected  that  Alexander  was  dazzled  and  excited 
by  the  picture,  drawn  by  Bonaparte,  of  Europe  as 
divided  into  two  great  empires,  the  empire  of  the 
east  to  be  under  the  sceptre  of  the  czar,  and  that 
of  the  west  to  be  ruled  by  Napoleon ;  that  in  the 
intoxication  of  his  vanity  Alexander  complacently 
listened  to,  and  for  a  moment  entertained,  the  pro¬ 
ject  which  was  to  destroy  for  ever  the  independ¬ 
ence  of  all  minor  states  and  the  power  of  all  ^'go¬ 
vernments  except  those  of  Petersburg  and  Paris ; 
and  that  in  the  course  of  their  private  conferences 
by  night  at  Tilsit  the  French  emperor  did  not 
hesitate  to  open  to  the  czar  his  designs  against 
Spain  and  Portugal.  His  account  indeed  is  only 
to  he  taken  cum  grano ;  but  Bonaparte  subse¬ 
quently  declared  on  several  occasions  that  Alex¬ 
ander  gave  him  his  word  of  honour  that  he  would 
throw  no  obstacle  in  the  way  of  his  Spanish 
project. 

When  it  w'as  far  too  late,  Mr.  Canning  dis¬ 
patched  Lord  Leveson  Gower  to  reconcile  the  irri¬ 
tated  czar,  and  bring  him  hack  to  that  close  alli¬ 
ance  with  England  which  had  been  broken  by 
English  folly,  faction,  slowness,  and  want  of  timely 
liberality.  Alexander  would  not  even  grant  an 
audience  to  the  noble  envoy ;  and  his  lordship 
returned  to  England  with  the  painful  convictions 
that  Russia  had  taken  her  part,  that  she  had 
entered  very  deeply  into  the  projects  of  France, 
and  that  she  had  agreed  to  place  at  the  temporary 
disposal  of  Bonaparte  her  own  fleet  of  nineteen  or 
twenty  sail  of  the  line,  and  to  allow  him  to  obtain, 
by  fair  means  or  by  foul,  the  fleet  of  Denmark 
and  the  eleven  or  tw'elve  sail  of  the  line  which  be¬ 
longed  to  Sweden.  When  the  news  of  our  attack 
on  Copenliagen  and  our  seizure  of  the  Danish  fleet 
reached  him,  Alexander  joined  chorus  in  the  out¬ 
cry  that  was  raised  by  France;  but,  whether  it 
was  that  he  had  already  recovered  from  some  of 
his  temporary  illusions,  and  from  the  spell  which 
the  Emperor  of  the  West  had  thrown  over  him, 
or  whether  it  was  but  a  proof  of  habitual  Russian 
duplicity,  Alexander  is  said  to  have  expressed  to  a 
distinguished  British  officer  (Sir  Robert  Wilson)  his 
very  great  joy  at  the  bold  and  decisive  step  which 
the  British  government  had  taken.* 

•  llanlenberg,  the  Prussian  minister,  says; — “  The  capture  of  the 
Danish  fleet  was  not  tile  cause,  hut  the  pretext,  of  tlie  rupture  of 
Itusbia  with  Enjiland.  Tlie  cai)iuet  of  Petersl>ur;;  was  not  sorry  at  so 
fair  an  opportunity  for  gettin;;  (juit  of  all  restraints  upon  its  raeilitated 
hostilities  in  the  north  ;  and,  notwithstanding  all  its  loud  declama¬ 
tions  against  the  Copenhagen  expedition,  it  beheld  with  more  satis- 
factioti  the  success  of  England  in  that  (piarter  than  it  would  luu  e 
(lone  the  junction  of  the  Danish  fleet  with  the  navy  of  the  French 
emperor.”  Ceueral  .lomini,  the  most  scientific,  and  in  all  other  mat¬ 
ters  one  of  the  best  informed,  of  all  lionaipurte’s  biographers,  has  not 
the  shadow  of  a  doubt  as  to  lionaparte’s  intention  of  gaining  pos¬ 
session  of  the  fleet  of  Denmark,  in  common  with  the  fleets  of  all 
Europe.  He  deliberately  lays  down  and  expounds  the  system  which 
w  as  to  be  adopbul,  and  the  use  which  was  to  be  made  of  this  vast 
aggregate  naval  force.  iSpeaking  in  the  person  of  lionaparte,  Jomini 
says,  ”  -Vfter  Russia  joined  my  alli.ance,  I’russia,  as  a  matter  of  course, 
followed  her  example  ;  Portugal,  Sweden,  and  the  po/ie  alone  requireil 
to  be  gained  over,  for  we  were  well  aware  that  Denmark  would 
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Almost  entirely  abandoned  by  England,  who 
had  brought  down  the  8000  men  landed  in  the 
isle  of  Rugen,  to  assist  in  the  Copenhagen  enter¬ 
prise,  and  threatened  with  immediate  hostility  by 
her  late  ally  and  nearest  neighbour,  Russia,  the 
poor  kingdom  of  Sweden  was  left  in  a  most 
perilous  situation.  Even  after  the  peace  of  Tilsit 
the  enthusiastic  Swedish  monarch  kept  his  ground 
at  Stralsund,  and  issued  spirited  addresses  to  the 
great  Germanic  family,  calling  upon  them,  in 
God’s  name,  to  shake  off  their  ignominious  bond¬ 
age.  Marshal  Brune  was  sent  against  him  with  a 
mixed  army  of  Frenchmen,  Dutchmen,  Bavariairs, 
and  other  un-German  Germans.  A  terrible  battle 
was  fought  in  Pomerania,  about  eight  miles  from 
Stralsund:  the  French,  or  rather  their  allies,  were 
beaten  to  pieces ;  a  Dutch  regiment  was  cut  up, 
a  Bavarian  regiment  destroyed  by  a  masked  bat¬ 
tery  ;  the  days  of  Gustavus  Adolphus  and  of 
Charles  XII.  seemed  to  be  returned;  but,  alas  ! 
Brune  was  reinforced  from  different  nations  or 
countries  until  his  army  amounted  to  10,000  men, 
while  the  King  of  Sweden,  who  could  no  longer 
draw  a  man  or  a  musket  from  his  own  dominions, 
and  who  had  now  little  reason  to  hope  for  any 
proper  succour  from  England,  saw  his  small  army 
dwindle  down  to  eight  or  ten  thousand  men.  On 
the  19th  of  August,  seeing  that  the  population  of 
the  town  was  disaffected,  or  not  at  all  disposed  to 
brave  the  hazards  of  a  siege,  he  evacuated  Stral¬ 
sund,  destroying  his  magazines,  spiking  his  can¬ 
non,  and  smashing  their  carriages  and  throwing 
them  into  the  ditches.  Early  on  the  20th  he  and 
his  troops  were  safely  landed  on  the  island  of 
Rugen,  where  various  fortifications  and  field-works 
w'ere  erected.  His  majesty  soon  crossed  the  Baltic 
to  Stockholm.  Almost  as  soon  as  he  was  gone  the 
troops  he  left  in  Rugen  discovered  that  the  island 
was  not  tenable ;  and  early  in  the  month  of  Sep¬ 
tember  they  capitulated  to  the  French  general, 
who  obtained  easy  possession  of  all  the  other 
Baltic  islands  on  the  German  coast.  The  crown 
of  Gustavus  w'as  by  this  time  in  jeopardy  :  he  had 
been  steady  and  faithful  to  the  coalition  into  which 
England  had  drawn  him,  and  his  reward  was  to 
be  dethronement  and  the  expulsion  of  his  dynasty. 

In  the  meanwhile  Bonaparte,  after  more  than  a 
ten  months’  absence,  had  returned  to  Paris.  Fie 

hasten  to  throw  herself  into  our  arms.  If  England  refused  the  me¬ 
diation  of  Russia,  all  the  maritime  forces  of  the  contim-nt  were  to  be 
employed  against  her,  and  the  coutiueiit  could  nui.^ter  180  sail  of  the 
line.  In  a  few  years  this  force  could  be  raised  to  250  sail  of  the  line. 
\Vitli  the  aid  of  such  a  fleet,  and  with  my  immense  flotilla,  it  was  by 
no  means  impossible  to  carry  a  Eiiro]ieaii  army  to  Loudon.  One  hun¬ 
dred  ships  of  the  line  employed  against  the  British  cedonies  iu  the 
two  hemispheres  would  have  drawn  away  from  home  n  large  portion 
of  the  British  navy  ;  and  then  eighty  more  ships  of  the  liue  assembled 
in  the  Channel  would  have  sufliced  to  assure  the  passage  of  the  flotilla, 
and  avenge  the  outraged  rights  of  nations.  Such  was  at  bottom  my 
plan,  which  only  failed  of  success  from  the  faults  committed  by  mv 
generals  in  tlie  Spanish  war.'*  In  the  calculation  to  make  uj)  this 
180  sail  of  the  line  there  were  several  false  numbers,  aud  other  ships 
were  counted  upon,  be>ides  those  of  Denmark,  which  he  never  got  into 
his  power.  The  French  ships  of  the  line  were  set  down  at  sixty,  the 
.SpanUh  at  forty,  the  Bortuguese  at  ten,  ^:c.  Frunce  had  not  sixty’slnps 
of  the  line  left ;  Spain  had  certainly  not  forty  tliat  were  seaworthy; 
and  both  the  Spanish  and  Portuguese  fleets  eacajied  his  grasp,  and 
rallied  under  the  flag  of  England. 

Bignon,  another  of  Bonajiarte's  well-informed  biographers,  is  eciuallv 
clear  us  to  Ids  fixed  intention  of  getting  iKwsessiou  of  the  Danish  fleet 
aud  of  the  fleets  of  all  Europe. 
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arrived  at  his  capital  on  the  9th  of  July.  Having 
stripped  the  Elector  of  Hesse- Cassel  of  his  domi¬ 
nions,  because  he  had  not  joined  hinr  in  the  war 
against  Prussia,  and  having  despoiled  the  Duke 
of  Brunswick  of  his  dominions,  because  his  father 
had  joined  Prussia  against  the  French,  the  con¬ 
queror  created  out  of  these  and  other  countries  and 
districts,  including  the  greater  part  of  Hanover, 
the  so-called  kingdom  of  Westphalia,  whose  ex¬ 
istence  had  already  been  recognised  in  the  treaties 
of  Tilsit,  both  by  Russia  and  by  Prussia ;  and  on 
the  18th  of  August  he  gave  investiture  to  his  bro¬ 
ther  Jerome,  who  took  up  his  residence  at  Cassel, 
and  began  to  establish  such  a  government  and 
court  as  the  world  had  never  before  seen.  Fie 
could  now  proclaim  to  his  submissive  and  ap¬ 
plauding  senate  and  corfs  legislatif,  that  France 
had  only  four  avowed  enemies,  Sweden,  Portugal, 
Sicily,  and  England.  By  an  iniquitous  compact 
with  Spain,  who  in  every  possible  way  was  pre¬ 
paring  her  own  utter  ruin,  he  confidently  calcu¬ 
lated  on  obtaining  undisturbed  possession  of  Por¬ 
tugal.  While  he  was  making  Europe  ring  with 
his  maledictions  against  England  for  violating  the 
neutrality  of  Denmark,  he  was  devising  schemes 
and  giving  positive  orders  for  falling  upon  Portugal 
in  a  time  of  peace.  The  only  justification  he  at¬ 
tempted  for  this  assault  on  a  weak  neutral  state 
was  that  the  Prince  Regent  of  Portugal  had  re¬ 
fused  to  enforce  the  Berlin  decree  against  Eng¬ 
land,  and  that  the  court  of  Lisbon  was  so  entirely 
devoted  to  that  of  St.  James’s  that  to  attack  Por¬ 
tugal  was  much  the  same  thing  as  to  attack 
England  or  one  of  her  colonies.  By  a  treaty 
concluded  at  Fontainebleau  on  the  2^11  of  October 
between  France  and  Spain,  it  was  agreed — 1.  That 
Spain  should  grant  a  free  passage  through  her  ter¬ 
ritory,  and  supply  with  provisions,  a  French  army 
appointed  to  invade  Portugal ;  and  that  she  should 
also  furnish  a  body  of  Spanish  troops  to  co-operate 
with  the  said  invading  French  army.  2.  That  as 
soon  as  the  conquest  should  be  finished,  the  pro¬ 
vinces  which  now  composed  the  kingdom  of  Por¬ 
tugal  should  be  divided  between  the  King  of 
Etruria,  the  King  of  Spain’s  grandson,  and  Manuel 
Godoy,  the  Queen  of  Spain’s  infamous  favourite  ; 
the  province  of  Intra  Douro  e  Minho,  with  the 
city  of  Oporto,  was  to  be  given  in  full  property 
and  sovereignty  to  the  King  of  Etruria,  and  to  be 
erected  into  a  kingdom  under  the  name  of  North¬ 
ern  Lusitania ;  and  the  sovereignty  of  the  Algarves 
and  Alentejo  was  to  be  given  to  Manuel  Godoy, 
the  Prince  of  the  Peace,  who  was  thenceforward 
to  assume  the  title  of  Sovereign  Prince  of  the 
Algarves.  These  two  principalities  were  to  ac¬ 
knowledge  the  King  of  Spain  as  their  protector. 
But  France  was  to  guard  and  keep  until  the  period 
of  a  general  peace  the  city  of  Lisbon  and  the  pro¬ 
vinces  of  Tras-os-Montes,  Beira,  and  Estremadura. 
In  consideration  of  obtaining  this  new  kingdom  in 
Portugal,  this  miniature  kingdom  of  Northern 
Lusitania,  the  Queen  of  Etruria,  acting  as  regent  for 
the  king,  her  son,  who  was  a  minor,  was  to  abdicate 


and  place  in  the  hands  of  the  Emperor  Napoleon  the 
districts  in  Italy  which  it  had  pleased  the  conqueror 
to  erect  for  a  brief  space  of  time  into  the  kingdom 
of  Etruria,  for  the  benefit  of  that  branch  of  the 
family  of  the  Spanish  Bourbons.  The  most  im¬ 
portant  part  of  this  treaty  was  put  into  execution 
nine  days  before  the  treaty  itself  was  signed  at 
Fontainebleau;  for  on  the  ISth  of  October  a 
French  army  of  30,000  men,  commanded  by 
Junot,  had  crossed  the  Bidasoa,  and  commenced 
its  march  through  Spain  for  the  Portuguese  fron¬ 
tier.  It  was  already  believed  by  those  who  best 
understood  his  policy,  that  this  conquest  of  Portu¬ 
gal,  in  conjunction  with  Spain,  was  only  a  pretext 
for  introducing  a  French  army  into  the  heart  of 
Spain,  and  for  getting  possession  of  an  important 
line  of  operation  ;  and,  if  the  folly  of  the  Spanish 
court  had  not  been  co-extensive  with  its  want  of 
principle,  it  must  have  foreseen  the  inevitable  con¬ 
sequences  of  the  villainous  treaty  of  Fontainebleau. 
On  the  approach  of  the  thunder-storm  the  Portu¬ 
guese  Prince  Regent  offered  to  submit  to  the  will  of 
F’rance,  and  even  proceeded  to  confiscate  all  English 
property  and  to  close  his  ports  to  our  flag ;  but 
Bonaparte  proclaimed  in  his  Moniteur  that  the 
house  of  Braganza  had  ceased  to  reign  in  Europe. 
Junot,  with  his  30,000  men,  and  some  Spanish 
auxiliaries,  penetrated  into  Portugal,  and  entered 
Lisbon  without  opposition  on  the  30th  of  Novem¬ 
ber,  the  prince  regent  and  his  court,  and  an  im¬ 
mense  number  of  the  Portuguese  nobility,  having 
on  the  preceding  day  embarked  for  Brazil  in  the 
Portuguese  fleet  of  eight  sail  of  the  line,  four  fri¬ 
gates,  three  corvettes,  a  schooner,  and  twenty  large 
armed  merchant-ships,  crammed  with  goods  and 
passengers,  which  for  greater  security  were  accom¬ 
panied  a  part  of  the  voyage  by  a  strong  British 
squadron  under  the  command  of  Admiral  Sir  Sid¬ 
ney  Smith,  and  the  rest  of  the  way,  as  far  as  Rio 
Janeiro,  by  four  ships  of  the  line  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  Captain  Graham  Moore.  In  all,  about 
18,000  Portuguese  thus  abandoned  their  homes 
and  their  country.  Before  the  fleet  got  well  out 
of  the  Tagus  the  French  were  seen  crowning  the 
heights  behind  Lisbon.  Sir  Sidney  Smith  re¬ 
turned  to  blockade  the  Tagus,  in  which  was  now 
lying  in  a  very  helpless  and  embarrassing  situation 
our  late  friend  Vice-Admiral  Siniavin,  with  the 
Russian  squadron,  which  had  not  been  able  to  get 
into  the  Baltic  in  time.  Junot,  who  had  formerly 
been  Bonaparte’s  ambassador  to  the  court  of  Lis¬ 
bon — having  been  sent  there  to  make  money,  and 
if  possible  a  party,  and  to  obtain  all  the  informa¬ 
tion  necessary  for  the  military  occupation  of  the 
kingdom — immediately  disarmed  the  inhabitants 
of  Lisbon,  and  began  to  levy  contributions,  and  to 
treat  the  country  as  a  conquest  of  France.  The 
Spanish  auxiliaries  of  the  French  augmented  by 
their  insolence  and  rapacity  the  fury  of  the  Portu¬ 
guese  people,  who  everywhere  cherished  the  inten¬ 
tion  of  rising  \ipon  the  invaders,  and  looked  to 
their  old  ally,  England,  whose  flag  was  never  out 
of  sight  on  the  coasts,  for  succour  and  assistance  in 
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money,  arms,  and  troops.  And,  while  Spanish 
troops  were  co-operating  in  this  work  of  spoliation 
and  iniquity  in  Portugal,  the  Spanish  court  and 
royal  family  broke  furiously  out  into  unnatural 
quarrels  which  threatened  a  civil  and  family  war, 
and  which,  by  exposing  the  weakness  and  profligacy 
of  the  government,  offered  to  Bonaparte  temptations 
difficult  to  be  withstood  even  by  a  less  grasping 
and  more  conscientious  ruler. 

On  the  16th  of  November,  Bonaparte  quitted 
Paris  to  visit  Milan  and  Venice.  He  had  many 
objects  in  this  journey  to  his  Italian  kingdom;  hut 
he  particularly  aimed  at  the  completion  of  his  so- 
called  continental  system,  determining  to  close 
every  port  in  Italy  to  the  English  flag,  and  hoping 
to  induce  Austria  by  fear  and  by  negotiation  to 
enter  into  the  league  against  the  commerce  of 
Great  Britain.  On  the  llth  of  December,  being 
at  Milan,  he  issued  his  celebrated  Milan  decree, 
declaring  all  merchant  vessels,  of  whatsoever  nation, 
which  should  submit  to  the  British  orders  in  coun¬ 
cil  to  he  lawful  prizes  to  the  French.  Forthwith  a 
number  of  merchant  vessels  belonging  to  the  United 
States  of  America  were  seized  and  confiscated  in 
the  ports  of  Italy,  in  the  ports  of  France,  and  in 
the  other  harbours  of  Europa  which  the  French 
occupied,  upon  the  ground  that  they  had  submitted 
to  the  British  orders  in  council,  and  by  so  doing 
had  infringed  the  law  of  nations,  and  injured  the 
interests  of  the  whole  civilised  world.  This  step 
might  seem  to  have  heen  calculated  to  draw  imme¬ 
diately  down  upon  him  a  declaration  of  war  from 
the  American  republic ;  but  he  was  tolerably  well 
acquainted  with  the  strong  French  sympathies  and 
the  strong  English  antipathies  of  that  people,  and 
he  hoped  from  the  first  to  make  his  Milan  decree, 
and  his  seizures  and  confiscations  of  American  pro¬ 
perty,  the  means  of  driving  the  United  States  into 
a  war  against  England. 

Having  summoned  the  queen-regent  of  Etruria 
and  her  infant  son  into  his  presence,  he  signified  to 
her  that  she  must  instantly  resign  Tuscany,  or  the 
kingdom  of  Etruria,  for  that  new  kingdom  of 
Northern  Lusitania  which  had  been  carved  out  of 
Portugal  by  the  treaty  of  Fontainebleau.  Althoiigli 
this  Spanish  princess  appears  to  have  foreseen  that 
her  son  would  never  get  those  dominions  in  Por¬ 
tugal,  she  could  offer  no  resistance,  and  could  ven¬ 
ture  on  no  remonstrance  against  the  absolute  will 
of  this  maker  and  unmaker  of  kings.  Forthwith 
Tuscany,  with  all  its  ports,  was  occupied  by  French 
troops  ;  and  in  the  month  of  June  following  the 
country  was  formally  annexed,  not  to  the  kingdom 
of  Italy,  which  Bonaparte  pretended  to  be  building 
up  with  a  view  to  the  unity  of  that  fair  peninsula, 
but  to  the  French  empire,  of  which  it  was  made  to 
form  three  new  departments.  There  now  remained 
in  all  Italy  only  the  seaports  of  the  Roman  states, 
on  the  Adriatic  and  Tyrrhenian  seas,  open  to  the 
British  flag ;  and  these  he  determined  to  close 
immediately.  French  troops  were  sent  to  occupy 
Civita  Vecchia,  and  guard  the  mouth  of  the  Tiber ; 
and  on  the  Adriatic  side  a  strong  garrison  was 
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thrown  into  Ancona.  The  poor  pope  appealed  in 
vain  to  the  rights  of  neutrality,  to  the  rights  of 
nations,  to  the  more  sacred  laws  which  had  sup¬ 
ported  in  former  times  the  heritage  of  St.  Peter. 
Not  satisfied  with  seizing  his  cities,  fortresses,  and 
harbours,  Bonaparte  insisted  on  the  pope  declaring 
war  against  England.  Pius  VII.  replied  that  he 
was  a  sovereign  of  peace,  and  that  he  could  not 
declare  war  against  any  Christian  power.  Bona¬ 
parte  said  that,  as  the  lawful  successor  of  Charle¬ 
magne,  he  was  Emperor  of  the  West,  King  of  Italy, 
and  suzerain  of  the  pope ;  that  the  English  were 
heretics,  and  therefore  enemies  of  the  holy  see  ; 
that  the  donation  of  territory  made  by  Charle¬ 
magne  to  the  church  had  been  made  expressly  for 
the  defence  of  the  Holy  Church  against  its  enemies ; 
and  that,  if  the  pope  did  not  comply  with  his  wishes, 
he,  as  the  successor  of  Charlemagne,  and  as  having 
both  the  right  and  the  power  so  to  do,  wmuld  resume 
the  donation  which  that  Emperor  of  the  West  had 
made.  Pius  told  the  conqueror  that,  although  he 
feared  it  might  prejudice  the  interests  of  the  Irish 
and  the  other  Catholic  subjects  of  his  Britannic 
majesty,  he  would  close  his  ports  against  the  ships 
and  trade  of  England,  if  that  would  satisfy  him. 
No  !  said  Bonaparte,  who  had  made  up  his  mind 
to  seize  all  the  Roman  territory,  and  who  merely 
wanted  a  pretext.  No  !  you  must  declare  war  against 
the  English,  you  must  contract  with  me  an  alliance 
offensive  and  defensive,  my  enemies  must  be  your 
enemies,  and  my  friends,  and  none  other,  your 
friends !  Can  you  presume  to  resist  the  Emperor 
of  the  West  and  your  suzerain  ?  And  before  re¬ 
crossing  the  Alps  he  sent  orders  to  General  Miollis, 
who  was  commanding  the  French  forces  in  Tuscany, 
to  get  ready  to  march  into  the  territories  of  the 
Church.  In  the  month  of  February,  1808,  Miollis 
entered  Rome,  occupied  the  castle  of  St.  Angelo, 
took  the  papal  troops  under  his  own  command, 
and  began  to  govern  the  country  as  a  conqueror. 
Miollis’s  arrival  in  the  Eternal  City  was  preceded 
by  the  lying  and  treacherous  declaration  that  he 
was  going  to  reinforce  King  Joseph  Bonaparte  in 
Naples,  and  that  his  intention  was  merely  to  pass 
through  Rome  with  his  6000  men  ;  and  Alquier, 
the  French  ambassador,  solemnly  confirmed  the  lie 
of  the  French  general.  The  poor  pope  shut  him¬ 
self  up  in  the  Quirinal  palace,  which  the  French 
surrounded  with  their  artillery  in  order  to  terrify 
him  into  an  entire  submission.  All  the  cardinals 
that  were  natives  of  the  Neapolitan  kingdom  were 
called  upon,  in  the  name  of  Joseph  Bonaparte,  their 
legitimate  sovereign,  to  (piit  Rome  and  the  ])opc 
within  twenty-four  hours,  and  to  return  to  Naples; 
and  all  the  cardinals  that  were  natives  of  Upper 
Italy,  or  of  any  of  the  provinces  or  states  now 
included  in  the  so-called  kingdom  of  Italy,  were 
called  upon  in  the  name  of  King  Napoleon  to  take 
their  departure  in  the  same  manner,  and  repair  to 
their  several  homes.  These  princes  of  the  church 
were  all  told  that  if  they  did  not  go  willingly  they 
would  he  forced  to  go  by  the  French  soldiery,  and 
to  travel  like  felons  under  the  escort  of  gendarmes. 


CIVIL  AND  MILITARY  TRANSACTIONS  1808. 


301 


Chap.  1.] 

More  French  troops  were  brought  from  Tuscany 
and  from  Lombardy  into  the  papal  states  ;  and  on 
the  2nd  of  April,  1808,  Bonaparte,  by  one  of  his 
sweeping  decrees,  annexed  the  Marches,  or  Adriatic 
provinces  of  the  pope,  to  his  kingdom  of  Italy. 
The  magistrates  and  ecclesiastics  of  those  provinces, 
being  called  upon  to  take  the  oath  of  fidelity  to 
their  lawful  sovereign,  Napoleon,  King  of  Italy, 
refused  almost  to  a  man;  and  this  led  to  midnight 
arrests,  to  sudden  transportations  to  state  prisons 
and  fortresses  in  the  Apennines  and  Alps,  and,  in 
the  rude  regions  of  Dalmatia,  to  popular  discontents 
and  insurrections,  to  military  tribunals  and  blood¬ 
shed.  This  was  hut  an  ungrateful  return  for  the 
services  and  condescension  of  Pius  VII.  in  the 
matters  of  the  concordat  and  coronation :  he  could 
scarcely  have  been  worse  used  if  he  had  refused — 
as  his  conscience  disposed  him  to  do — to  gratify 
Bonaparte  in  those  essential  particulars,  for  essential 
the  conqueror  had  considered  them  at  the  time. 
Even  though  the  mouths  of  Miollis’s  cannon  were 
pointed  at  his  dwelling,  the  pope  put  forth  a  solemn 
and  spirited  protest,  reproaching  his  oppressor  with 
ingratitude,  falsehood,  and  treachery,  and  pro¬ 
phesying  that  a  dominion  founded  on  such  injustice 
was  not  calculated  to  endure.* 

A.D.  1808.  The  British  parliament  was  opened 
on  January  31st  by  commission.  The  speech  de¬ 
livered  for  the  king  dwelt  at  great  length  upon 
foreign  affairs,  and  mentioned  nearly  every  country 
in  Europe  as  in  a  state  of  hostility  to  England. 
Some  light  was  thrown  upon  the  system  conceived 
by  Bonaparte  for  uniting  all  the  navies  of  Europe 
against  us.  It  was  shown  how  he  had  counted 
upon  obtaining  the  fleet  of  Portugal,  as  well  as  the 
fleet  of  Denmark.  Regret  was  expressed  that  in 
the  case  of  Denmark  we  had  been  compelled  to 
resort  to  force.  The  now  hostile  conduct  of  Russia 
was  attributed  to  the  military  successes  and  poli¬ 
tical  machinations  of  France.  Allusion  was  for  the 
first  time  made  to  our  serious  differences  with  the 
United  States  of  America;  and  the  determination 
was  announced  of  never  yielding  to  pretensions 
inconsistent  with  the  maritime  rights  of  Great 
Britain.  Parliament  was  informed  that  the  order 
in  council,  with  which  we  had  retaliated  for  Bona¬ 
parte’s  Berlin  decree,  must  he  followed  up  by  other 
measures  of  greater  rigour,  which  would  require  par¬ 
liamentary  aid  to  give  them  full  effect.  The  increased 
produce  of  the  taxes  and  duties,  in  spite  of  the  war 
and  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees,  was  dwelt  upon 
as  a  proper  subject  of  congratulation.  The  speech 
concluded  with  asserting  that  the  sole  object  of  the 
war  was  the  attainment  of  a  secure  and  honourable 
peace,  which  could  only  be  negotiated  upon  a  foot¬ 
ing  of  perfect  equality  ;  that  never  was  there  a  war 
more  just  and  national  than  the  present;  that  the 
eyes  of  Europe  and  the  world  were  now  fixed  upon 
the  British  parliament ;  that  his  majesty  confidently 
trusted  that  they  would  display,  in  this  crisis  of  the 
fate  of  the  country,  the  characteristic  spirit  of  the 
British  nation,  anil  face  unappalled  the  unnatural 

*  Carlo  Botta,  Storia  d’  Italia. 


combination  which  had  gathered  around  us ;  and 
that  his  majesty  was  firmly  persuaded  that,  under 
the  blessing  of  Providence,  the  struggle  would 
ultimately  prove  successful  and  glorious  to  Great 
Britain.  In  both  Flouses  the  addresses  were  car¬ 
ried  without  a  division. 

The  opposition  lost  no  time  in  reprobating  the 
attack  on  Copenhagen ;  but  we  have  already  said 
enough  on  that  subject,  and  need  only  mention 
that  in  all  their  motions  the  anti-ministerial  party 
were  out-voted  by  immense  majorities. 

On  the  5th  of  February  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer  (Spencer  Perceval)  moved  that“  the 
orders  in  council  should  be  referred  to  the  com¬ 
mittee  of  ways  and  means.  The  opposition  imme¬ 
diately  declared  that  we  ought  not  to  attempt  to 
retaliate  by  any  such  measures;  that  the  orders  in 
council,  unjust  in  themselves,  would  do  us  much 
more  mischief  than  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees ; 
that  those  orders  were  as  contrary  to  justice  as  to 
policy  ;  that  they  went  to  violate  both  the  law  of 
nations  and  the  municipal  law  of  England.  On 
the  other  side  it  was  maintained  by  ministers  that 
we  had  a  complete  right  of  retaliating  upon  the 
enemy  his  own  measures ;  that,  if  he  declared  we 
should  have  no  trade,  we  had  a  right  to  declare  that 
he  should  have  none ;  and  that,  if  he  proclaimed 
British  manufactures  and  colonial  produce  good 
prize,  we  had  a  right  to  do  the  same  with  respect 
to  France.  They  also  insisted  that,  if  neutrals 
acquiesced  in  restrictions  imposed  by  one  bellige¬ 
rent,  the  other  belligerent  was  "warranted  in  consi¬ 
dering  such  neutrals  as  a  party  to  those  restrictions. 
This  vexed  question  will  occur  again,  and  call  for 
more  particular  notice  in  the  account  of  our  dif¬ 
ferences  with  the  United  States,  for  it  agitated  par¬ 
liament  and  the  country  for  years,  and  eventually 
became  one  of  the  great  causes  of  the  hostility  of 
the  trans- Atlantic  republic.  Lord  Grenville  even 
now  declared  that  these  orders  in  council,  that  these 
restrictions  put  upon  the  trade  of  neutrals,  would 
involve  us  in  a  war  with  America ;  and  that  France 
had  assured  America  she  would  never  put  her 
Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  in  force  against  American 
ships.  France,  said  his  lordship,  without  a  navy, 
has  not  the  means  of  putting  in  force  her  own 
decrees;  it  is  England  that  is  now  lending  France 
the  aid  of  the  British  navy  to  give  the  Berlin  and 
Milan  decrees  full  effect,  and  thereby,  at  one  and 
the  same  time,  to  annoy  and  distress  British  com¬ 
merce,  and  ruin  the  trade  of  neutrals.  A  bill 
brought  in  by  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  for 
regulating  the  orders  in  council  as  they  affected 
neutrals  was  carried  through  both  Houses,  and  by 
great  majorities,  before  the  end  of  March.  It 
was  followed  by  a  Bill  for  regulating  commercial 
intercourse  with  the  United  States,  which  was  in¬ 
tended  to  give  time  for  making  some  amicable 
arrangement  wdth  the  Americans,  continuing  in 
the  meanwhile  another  act  without  which  trade 
could  not  have  been  carried  on  w'ith  England  in 
American  vessels. 

In  opening  the  budget  for  the  year  Spencer  Per- 
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ceval  stated  the  amount  of  the  supjdies  at  about 
43,000,000/.  for  England  and  5,700,000/.  for 
Ireland,  and  the  produce  of  the  war  taxes  at 
20,000,000/.  Among  the  ways  and  means  Avere  a 
loan  of  8,000,000/.,  and  additional  taxes  to  the 
amount  of  more  than  300,000/.  The  events 
rapidly  passing  in  Spain,  the  occupation  of  Portu¬ 
gal,  the  threatened  invasion  of  Sicily,  which  Avas 
only  preserved  from  the  grasp  of  the  French  by 
the  presence  of  British  forces,  the  obligation  of 
succouring  the  King  of  SAveden,  Avho  had  been 
brought  to  the  brink  of  ruin  by  our  alliance,  all 
called  for  an  increase  to  the  number  of  soldiers  and 
sailors.  The  number  of  seamen  voted  for  the 
service  of  the  year  was  130,000.  In  the  armv 
the  regular  infantry  establishment,  Avhich  in  1807 
had  been  109,000,  Avas  raised  to  132,000.  The 
Avhole  establishment  of  the  army  was  stated  by  the 
secretary-at-war.  Lord  Castlereagh,  at  not  less  than 
300,000  men.  All  the  corps  Avere  represented  as 
being  far  more  complete  than  they  had  been  Avhen 
the  late  ministry  quitted  office.  The  militia,  too, 
Avas  nearer  to  its  establishment  than  it  had  been 
last  year,  notAvithstanding  that  24,000  men  had 
been  drafted  from  it  into  the  regular  army.  The 
volunteer  corps  were  nearly  in  the  same  state  as  last 
year.  The  foreign  corps  in  our  pay  w’ere  some- 
Avhat  increased  by  an  addition  made  to  the  German 
legion.  On  the  motion  of  Lord  Castlereagh  a  bill 
Avas  introduced  for  establishing  a  local  militia  of 
200,000  men,  to  meet  and  be  trained  for  twenty- 
eight  days  every  year.  The  bill  was  passed  into  a 
law,  and  its  principle  was  extended  to  Scotland. 
Lord  Castlereagh  also  moved  for  the  insertion  of  a 
clause  in  the  Mutiny  Bill,  to  permit  soldiers  to  enlist 
for  life,  and  this  w'as  carried  in  spite  of  the  strong 
opposition  of  Wyndham,  whose  system  it  seriously 
affected.  Early  in  the  session  Mr.  Bankes  repro¬ 
duced  his  bill  I'or  preventing  the  grant  of  offices  in 
reversion,  or  for  joint  lives  Avith  benefit  of  survivor¬ 
ship.  It  passed  the  Commons,  but  was  rejected  by 
the  Lords.  Mr.  Bankes  then  brought  forward  a 
neAv  bill,  limited  to  one  year’s  duration,  Avhich  was 
allowed  to  pass  into  a  law. 

In  the  course  of  the  session  there  Avas  a  vehement 
debate  on  the  state  of  Ireland.  The  late  ministers 
and  their  friends  attributed  the  disaffection  and  the 
disorder  again  prevailing  in  that  country  to  the 
illiberal  coercive  policy  of  the  present  cabinet;  and 
went  to  some  scarcely  justifiable  lengths  in  thcAvay 
of  sinister  prophecy.  In  debating  a  different  ques¬ 
tion  Lord  IlaAvkesbury  said,  that  ministers  and  the 
country  had  at  least  one  obligation  to  the  disaffected 
in  Ireland.  Ministers  had  learned  that  there  Avere 
secret  engagements  in  the  treaty  of  Tdsit;  that  the 
view  of  the  parties  was  to  confederate  all  the  powers 
of  Europe,  and  particularly  to  engage  or  seize  on 
the  fleets  of  Denmark  and  Portugal — they  had 
heard  this  from  their  public  ministers  then  abroad 
— they  had  heard  it  from  their  faithful  ally  Portugal 
— they  had  also  received  information  of  the  hostile 
intentions  of  Denmark,  from  a  quarter  to  Avhich 
they  had  often  been  indebted  for  the  first  knoAvledge 
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of  the  designs  of  .Bonaparte,  i.e.  from,  or  rather 
ihro7tgh,  the  dhajf'ected  in  Ireland  !  —  they  had 
learned  that  Ireland  was  to  be  attacked  from  two 
points,  from  Lisbon  and  from  Copenhagen  ;  and 
they  had  never  found  the  information  of  these 
'parties,  however  they  came  by  it,  false. 

Colonel  Stanley  presented  a  petition  from  certain 
distressed  inhabitants  of  Great  and  Little  Bolton, 
in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  praying  that  no  oppor- 
nity  for  the  negotiation  of  a  peace  should  be  let 
slip.  But  these  honest  cotton-spinners  declared 
that  their  petition  did  not  spring  from  any  dread 
of  the  enemy,  and  that  if  the  ambition  of  the  enemy 
should  lead  him  to  insist  upon  demands  incompa¬ 
tible  with  an  honourable  peace,  the  petitioners 
would,  Avith  one  heart,  suffer  much  greater  priva¬ 
tions,  rather  than  see  the  security  and  honour  of 
their  country  compromised.  The  petition  was  or¬ 
dered  to  lie  on  the  table.  Whitbread,  after  a  call 
for  papers  and  a  revieAv  of  the  information  thev 
contained,  moved  three  resolutions,  condemning  the 
ministry  for  having  refused  the  mediation  of  the 
Emperor  of  Russia,  and  that  of  the  Emperor  of 
Austria,  and  affirming  that  there  was  nothing  in 
the  present  circumstances  of  the  Avar  that  ought  to 
preclude  his  majesty  from  acceding  to  or  com¬ 
mencing  a  negotiation  Avith  the  enemy.  These 
resolutions  were  negatived,  by  a  majority  of  about 
three  to  one. 

The  charges  against  the  Indian  administration 
of  the  Marquess  Wellesley  Avere  fully  disposed  of 
during  this  session.  The  marquess’s  best  defender 
was  Sir  John  Anstruther,  Avho  had  occupied  for 
many  years  a  high  judicial  situation  in  Bengal. 
Sir  John  entered  fully  into  the  whole  history  of  his 
Indian  government,  showing  that  the  conduct  of 
Lord  Wellesley  was  in  perfect  conformity  to  the 
wishes,  intentions,  and  interests  of  his  employers  ; 
and  that  the  security  of  Bengal  had  imperiously 
demanded  the  energetic  measures  and  the  bold  line 
of  policy  he  had  pursued.  Sir  John  Anstruther’s 
motion,  that  the  noble  marquess  had  been  actuated 
by  an  ardent  zeal  for  the  service  of  his  country, 
and  by  an  ardent  desire  to  promote  the  safety,  in¬ 
terests,  and  prosperity  of  the  British  empire  in 
India,  Avas  carried  by  189  against  29.  Some  con¬ 
trary  resolutions  moved  by  Sir  Thomas  Turton  were 
negatived  by  equally  large  majorities.  General  Sir 
Arthur  Wellesley,  Avho,  in  1806,  had  ably  defended 
the  administration  of  his  brother,  with  which  his 
OAvn  conduct  in  India  Avas  necessarily  mixed  up, 
was  not  in  the  Flouse  during  these  debates,  the 
most  important  result  of  which  A\'as  that  the  road 
Avas  left  open  to  the  general’s  promotion,  and  to  his 
employment,  under  favourable  auspices,  just  at  the 
critical  moment  in  Avhich  Ave  were  to  begin  the 
glorious  campaigns  in  the  Spanish  peninsula. 
Everybody  knew  that  the  admirable  management 
of  the  Copenhagen  expedition  had  been  mainly 
OAviug  to  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley,  Avho  had  had  (what 
few  British  officers  except  those  avIio  had  served  in 
India  could  possibly  have  had)  the  handling  and 
managing  of  large  armies  in  actual  warfare,  and  on 


303 


Chap.  I.l  CIVIL  AND  MILITARY  TRANSACTIONS 1808. 


an  extensive  field.  In  communicating  the  thanks 
of  parliament  for  his  services  in  the  Copenhagen 
expedition,  the  speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons 
neither  forgot  his  Indian  exploits,  nor  failed  to  point 
him  out,  by  implication,  as  the  officer  best  fitted 
to  command  in  chief  a  grSat  expedition.*  Thus 
we  may  be  said  at  least  to  have  gained  General 
Wellesley,  when  most  we  wanted  him,  by  the  late 
change  of  government.  If  the  “talents”  had 
remained  in  office,  we  probably  should  have  had 
no  opportunity  of  admiring  the  matured  military 
genius  of  this  greatest  of  modern  captains,  as  dis¬ 
played  in  Spain  and  Portugal.  It  is  possible  even 
that  an  impeachment  might  have  been  carried 
against  his  brother,  and  that  he  himself  might  have 
been  made  participant  in  that  disgrace  or  ruin. 
But  if  this  had  not  happened,  and  if  his  merits 
and  popularity'with  the  army  had  forced  him  into 
high  employment  against  the  will  of  an  unfriendly 
ministry,  his  genius  might  have  been  rebuked,  and 
his  best  schemes  defeated  by  that  political  unfriend¬ 
liness.  Besides,  any  exclusion  of  his  elder  brother 
the  marquess  from  office  and  power  might  in  many 
instances  have  been  a  check  and  an  injury  to  the 
general  in  the  field. 

Parliament  was  prorogued  by  commission  on 
the  4th  of  July.  The  greater  part  of  the  speech 
delivered  by  the  lord  chancellor  turned  upon  the 
Spanish  nation,  which  had  already  risen  against 
the  tyranny  and  usurpation  of  France,  and  which 
was  therefore  no  longer  to  be  considered  as  the 
enemy,  but  as  the  ally  of  Great  Britain. 

The  blindness,  the  imbecility,  the  mad  intestine 
rage  of  the  Spanish  court,  and  of  the  factions  that 
directed  or  distracted  its  councils,  continued  down 
to  the  last  moment,  and  were  the  means  of  allow¬ 
ing  Bonaparte  to  secure  not  only  the  command  of 
the  principal  roads  of  the  country,  but  the  posses¬ 
sion  of  some  of  its  best  and  strongest  fortresses, 
before  he  threw'  off  the  mask,  and  told  the  Bourbon 
dynasty,  as  he  had  told  the  house  of  Braganza,  that 
it  had  ceased  to  reign.  After  the  passage  of  Junot 
into  Portugal,  other  French  divisions  had  entered 
Spain,  as  friends,  and  had  seized  by  stratagem  Sc. 
Sebastian,  Pamplona,  and  Barcelona.  These  move¬ 
ments,  which  were  not  justified  by  the  treaty  of 
Fontainebleau,  astonished  and  terrified  Godoy; 
but  that  favourite  of  royalty,  who  had  equal  influ¬ 
ence  over  the  queen,  whose  paramour  he  was,  and 
over  the  king,  w'hom  he  dishonoured,  had,  been  for 
some  time  engaged  in  mortal  strife  Avith  Prince 
Ferdinand,  the  heir  to  the  crowm,  and  dreaded  much 
more  the  vengeance  of  the  prince  than  the  occupa¬ 
tion  of  the  country  by  the  French ;  and  seeing  no 

*  In  February,  Major-General  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley  being  in  his 
place  in  lUe  House,  the  Speaker  having  returneii  the  thanks  to  other 
general  officers,  members  of  the  House,  for  their  comiuct  at  Copen¬ 
hagen,  thus  addressed  Sir  Arthur  :  “But  I  should  indeed  be  want¬ 
ing  to  the  full  expression  of  those  sentiments  which  animate  this 
llou.sc  and  the  whole  country,  if  I  forbore  to  notice  that  we  are 
on  this  day  crowning  with  our  thanks  one  gallant  oflicer,  long  since 
known  to  the  gratitude  of  this  House,  who  has  long  trodden  in  the 
paths  of  glory,  whose  genius  and  valour  have  already  extended  our 
fame  and  empire,  whose  sword  has  been  the  terror  of  our  distant 
enemies,  and  will  not  now  be  drawn  in  vain  to  delcnd  the  pf  em¬ 
pire  itaclf,  and  Uio  throne  of  his 


hope  of  resistance  to  the  might  and  will  of  Bona¬ 
parte,  except  through  an  appeal  to  the  nation  at 
large,  with  whom  Ferdinand  was  popular  and  him¬ 
self  odious  to  the  last  degree,  and  hoping  that  a 
ready  compliance  and  submission  would  secure  him 
the  all-poteiit  protection  of  the  conqueror,  Godoy 
removed  the  few  Spanish  troops  that  were  near  the 
frontiers,  and  ordered  the  commanders  of  fortresses 
to  open  their  gates  and  receive  the  French  as  friends 
and  allies.  It  is  said  that  this  minion  of  fortune 
was  at  the  same  time  assured  by  a  secret  agent,  a 
Spaniard  in  the  ])ay  of  France,  that  although  the 
interests  of  the  French  empire  imperiously  re¬ 
quired  the  union  and  incorporation  with  itself  of  all 
the  Spanish  provinces  situated  between  the  Ebro 
and  the  Pyrenees,  Bonaparte  would  make  ample 
compensation  by  giving  to  his  most  catholic  ma¬ 
jesty  the  whole  of  Portugal,  instead  of  allotting  only 
a  part  of  that  kingdom  to  a  branch  of  his  family, 
as  had  been  agreed  upon  in  the  treaty  of  Fontaine¬ 
bleau. 

Manuel  Godoy  governed  and  had  governed  for 
many  years  the  queen  Maria  Luiza ;  and  Charles 
IV.,  one  of  the  weakest  heads  that  ever  wore  a 
crown,  was  the  slave  of  his  wife.  The  queen,  who 
had  found  Godoy  a  young  and  handsome  man,  but 
in  the  lowly  rank  of  a  simple  garde  du  corps,  or 
life-guardsman,  had  raised  him  rapidly  to  the 
highest  rank  in  the  state.  The  acquaintance  began 
about  the  year  1784.  Before  the  minion  was 
twenty-four  years  old  he  was  made  a  general  officer. 
Soon  afterwards  he  was  created  a  grandee  of  Spain, 
and  closely  allied  to  the  royal  family  itself  by  a 
marriage  with  a  Bourbon  princess,  a  niece  of 
Charles  IV.  In  1801  he  had  been  appointed  ge¬ 
neralissimo  of  all  his  catholic  majesty’s  land  forces, 
and  in  1806  he  had  been  made  lord  high  admiral : 
if  not  by  regular  rescript,  at  least  by  tacit  consent, 
he  had  been  alloAved  the  right  of  treating  of  jieace 
and  war.  He  got  his  title  of  Prince  of  the  Peace 
for  negotiating  that  treaty  with  France  Avhich  re¬ 
moved  Spain  from  the  first  grand  coalition,  but 
only  to  subject  her  to  the  dictation,  the  spoliation, 
and  tyranny  of  France.  Though  his  power  had 
been  obtained  by  foul  and  nationally  dishonouring 
means,  the  early  part  of  Godov’s  administration  was 
not  unpopular;  and  it  may  almost  be  doubted  whe¬ 
ther  the  Spaniards,  who  have  been  in  a  state  of  pe¬ 
rennial  revolution  for  nearly  forty  years,  Avithout  yet 
approaching  the  proper  object  and  term,  have  ever 
since  enjoyed  (bad  as  it  Avas)  so  steady  or  so  good 
a  government.  But  Godoy  Avas  unequal  to  a 
struggle  Avith  the  unprecedented  difficulties  of  the 
times  Avhichjfullowed  the  French  revolutionary  Avar 
and  the  astounding  progress  of  Bonaparte ;  and  as 
his  Aveakness  betrayed  itself,  the  Spaniards  began 
to  think  of  his  vices.  The  ruin  which  the  Bona- 
partean  alliance  had  brought  doAvn  upon  the  navy, 
and  Avas  rapidly  bringing  down  upon  the  cblonies  of 
Spain,  the  constant  drain  of  money,  all  running 
into  Frauce  and  leaving  the  national  exchequer  in 
a  beggared  condition,  had  gradiudly  provoked  cen¬ 
sure  and  discontent,  if  not  disaffection;  and  the 
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flames  of  this  discontent  were  fanned  by  the  friends 
of  Ferdinand  (who  was  excluded  from  all  power 
and  influence  by  the  fears  and  jealousy  of  Godoy), 
and  by  a  small  but  busy  republican  party,  Avho  had 
studied  liberal  pliilosophy  and  politics  in  the  French 
revolutionary  schools,  and  who  had  not  yet  reco¬ 
vered  from  any  of  their  illusions.  Some  of  these 
Spanish  liberals  changed  afterwards,  when  they 
found  that  the  iron  hand  of  Bonaparte  was  clutch¬ 
ing  at  the  throat  and  heart  of  Spam  ;  but  some  of 
them  continued  their  admiration  and  allegiance  to 
the  conqueror,  who,  according  to  their  fond  theory, 
was  to  regenerate  Spain,  and  then  leave  her  to  be 
governed  as  a  separate  and  independent  kingdom, 
with  liberal  institutions  ;  and  who,  by  his  conduct 
in  other  countries,  and  by  his  first  essays  in  their 
own,  gave  them  the  consoling  proof  that  he  would 
at  the  very  least  overturn  the  old  proud  aristocracy, 
the  church,  the  wealthy  monastic  bodies,  and  the 
odious  Inquisition,  which  had  so  often  interfered 
with  their  political  and  philosophical  speculations, 
and  which  had  for  ages  prevented  all  freedom  of 
ojjinion  or  discussion,  keeping  the  Spaniards  far  in 
the  rear  of  European  civilization.  These  men 
would  have  run  any  risk  for  the  sake  of  destroying 
the  power  of  the  priests  and  monks,  and  when  we 
add  that  of  the  Inquisition,  a  part  and  parcel  of  the 
priestly  power,  we  can  scarcely  affect  to  be  asto¬ 
nished  at  their  rashness.  The  misfortune  then,  as 
since,  is  that  these  ultra-liberals  of  Spain  were  and 
are  impatient  of  any  delay,  unsusceptible  of  any 
regard  for  the  opinions  and  prejudices  of  other 
men,  incapable  of  moderation  in  the  hour  of  suc¬ 
cess  and  triumph,  and  animated  with  an  intolerance 
{{uite  equal  to  that  of  the  Spanish  priests  or  the 
french  philosophes.  The  ground  may  now  be 
broken  and  prei)ared  for  better  seed,  to  be  matured 
at  some  future  period  ;  but,  judging  from  the  pre¬ 
sent  harvest,  we  should  hesitate  ere  we  decided 
whether  the  old  monkish  superstition  were  not  a 
better  thing  than  the  present  rampant  atheism  and 
sensual  materialism. 

It  appears  that  at  a  very  early  stage  of  the  family 
quarrel  application  was  made  to  Bonaparte  for  his 
intervention,  and  that  the  first  application  of  this 
sort  was  made  by  the  heir  of  the  crown,  Ferdinand, 
Frince  of  Asturias,  whose  wrath  against  Godoy  was 
carried  to  the  liighest  pitch  by  that  favourite’s 
insisting  that  he  ought  to  marry  the  younger  sister 
of  his  (Godoy’s)  own  wife.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  tire  circumstances  were  purely  accidental  which 
threw  Prince  Ferdinand  on  the  patriotic  side.  By 
a  letter  addressed  to  Bonaparte,  and  dated  the  11th 
of  October,  1807  (just  sixteen  days  before  the 
signing  ot  the  treaty  of  Fontainebleau,  wherein  the 
conqueror  agreed  to  give  Godoy  the  sovereign 
principality  ot  Algarves  in  Portugal),  Ferdinand 
irnjdored  the  ])rotection  of  the  Emperor  of  the 
French,  and  begged  the  emperor  to  choose  him  a 
wife  out  of  the  Bonapartean  family  or  connections. 
This  triumph  was  wanting — to  have  a  prince  of 
the  Bourbon  line  soliciting  the  honour  of  a  family 
alliance  with  him  ! — but  it  appears  that  Bonaparte 
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intended  to  keep  in  play  this  miserable  heir  to  the 
Spanish  throne,  who  had  scarcely  more  intellect  or 
spirit  than  the  present  occupier  of  it ;  and  that 
therefore  he  returned  no  explicit  answer  to  the 
matrimonial  project.  There  was,  however,  very 
little  time  allowed  for  faking  any  decision,  or  for 
continuing  this  juggle.  Ferdinand’s  mother  and 
Godoy  discovered  —  very  probably  through  the 
French  ambassador  himself — that  the  prince’s 
friends  had  frequent  secret  interviews  with  dif¬ 
ferent  members  of  the  French  legation  in  Madrid, 
and  that  Ferdinand  himself  had  written  to  Bona¬ 
parte.  Upon  these  discoveries  the  person  of  Fer¬ 
dinand  was  secured,  and  his  papers  w'ere  seized. 
Among  the  papers  there  w'as  found,  or  there  was 
said  to  have  been  found  (for  few  positive  assertions 
can  be  made  in  any  part  of  this  dark  business),  a 
decree  in  which  Ferdinand  took  the  title  of  King, 
and  appointed,  as  prime  minister,  his  friend  and 
adviser  the  Duke  del  Infantado.  The  old  king 
then  made  a  loud  and  absurd  appeal  to  the  justice 
of  Napoleon;  and,  under  the  dictation  of  his  wife 
and  Godoy,  he  wrote  a  long  letter  to  that  virtuous 
and  disinterested  umpire,  complaining  bitterly  of 
the  prince  his  son,  and  charging  him  with  having 
formed  a  conspiracy  to  dethrone  him,  and  attempt 
the  life  of  the  queen,  his  own  mother.  This  letter 
was  dated  on  the  29th  of  October,  1807  ;  and  it  is 
said  to  have  inclosed  papers  that  proved  Ferdinand’s 
guilt  and  the  real  existence  of  the  plot.  On  both 
sides  there  was  too  much  animosity  and  fury,  and 
far  too  many  confidants,  to  allow  the  possibility  of 
concealment ;  but  Charles  IV.,  acting  under  the 
same  dictation  of  his  wife  and  minister,  madly 
published  a  decree  announcing  to  Spain  and  the 
whole  world  that  unnatural  dissensions  raged  in  the 
royal  family,  that  he  had  been  obliged  to  put  his 
son  under  arrest,  and  to  order  his  advisers  and 
accomplices  to  be  proceeded  against  by  law  as 
conspirators  and  traitors.  The  people  of  IMadrid 
were  expecting  a  repetition  of  the  tragedy  of  Philip 
II.  and  his  son  and  heir  Don  Carlos;  but  Ferdi¬ 
nand  found  means  of  pacifying  his  father,  or  his 
father  and  his  advisers  shrunk  from  the  danger 
and  the  scandal  which  must  attend  any  trial ;  and 
in  the  course  of  a  very  few  days  it  was  agreed  that 
the  king  should  pardon  everybody,  provided  the 
prince  submitted  and  repented.  A  secret  junta, 
composed  of  eleven  persons,  was  instructed,  not  to 
examine  evidence,  not  to  try  the  conspirators,  but 
to  declare  that  they  were  all  innocent,  and  that  there 
had  never  been  any  plot  at  all.  The  prince  sub¬ 
mitted  and  repented,  and  blubbered  like  a  whipped 
school-boy;  and  so,  on  the  5th  of  Novemlier, 
there  came  out  another  royal  decree,  announcing  to 
the  world  that  the  king  and  prince  were  entirely 
reconciled,  and  that  there  was  nothing  but  love  and 
harmony  in  the  august  family.  But  the  Spaniards 
knew  better;  and  knowing  that  Ferdinand  was 
more  than  ever  the  mortal  enemy  of  Godoy,  the 
minister  whom  they  detested,  they  took  the  prince 
into  their  especial  favour,  and  reposed  in  that  weak 
and  crazy  vessel  all  flieir  hopes  for  the  security  of 
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Spain  and  the  establishment  of  a  better  order  of 
government. 

It  was  in  the  midst  of  these  dissensions  that 
Junot,  marching  as  though  he  were  running  a  race, 
first  traversed  the  Spanisli  provinces,  and  got  into 
Portugal  with  his  30,000 'men.  When  Junot  was 
followed  across  the  Bidasoa  by  other  French 
marshals  and  generals,  the  family  quarrel  broke 
out  again  more  violently  than  ever,  and  at  a  mo¬ 
ment,  and  attended  with  circumstances,  which 
indisputably  prove  the  dexterity  of  French  manage¬ 
ment.  Seeing  that,  in  spite  of  all  his  endeavours, 
the  treacherous  seizure  of  their  fortresses,  and  the 
marching  of  these  successive  French  divisions  into 
their  territory,  would  drive  the  Spanish  people  into 
a  universal  insurrection,  and  judging  that  in  the 
first  outbreak  the  friends  of  the  prince  and  the 
nation  .it  large  would  call  for  his  head,  Godoy 
advised  the  king  to  follow  the  example  of  the 
prince  regent  of  Portugal,  and  withdraw  immedi¬ 
ately,  with  such  property  as  he  could  convey  with 
him,  to  the  colonies  in  South  America.  The  terror 
of  Charles  IV.  and  his  wife  induced  them  to  assent 
to  this  proposition.  In  order  to  secure  the  retreat 
of  the  royal  family  to  Cadiz,  the  place  of  embarka¬ 
tion,  some  troops  were  hastily  collected  in  Madrid, 
and  in  some  of  the  towns  between  that  capital  and 
the  Andalusian  coast.  The  terror  of  the  miserable 
old  king  was  increased  at  this  moment  by  the 
reception  of  a  letter  from  Bonaparte,  who  pretended 
deeply  to  resent  the  coldness  which  his  catholic 
majesty  had  exhibited  on  the  subject  of  the  matri¬ 
monial  alliance  betw'ecn  his  son  Ferdinand  and  an 
imperial  princess  of  France.  The  unkingly  Bour¬ 
bon  king  replied,  that  he  desired  nothing  so 
ardently  as  the  instant  conclusion  of  that  honour¬ 
able  and  auspicious  marriage :  but  at  the  same 
time  he  redoubled  liis  haste  to  get  him  gone,  and 
to  place  the  wide  Atlantic  between  his  person  and 
that  of  his  dear  friend  and  ally  the  Emperor  Napo¬ 
leon.  It  has  been  very  reasonably  conjectured 
that  this  effect  was  exactly  what  Bonaparte  intended 
to  produce ;  for  if  the  king  went  off  to  South  Ame¬ 
rica,  his  name  might  be  used  to  curb  the  party  of 
the  Prince  of  Asturias,  and  Bonaparte’s  chance  of 
influencing  the  countries  where  the  precious  metals 
are  produced,  even  as  he  had  controlled  the  mother- 
country  for  so  many  years,  would  be  greatly 
increased  should  they  fall  under  the  immediate 
misgovernment  of  such  a  king  as  Charles  IV.,  with 
such  a  minister  as  Godoy.*  It  is  certain  that  the 
patriots  of  Spain,  that  the  people  who  were  on  the 
point  of  flying  to  arms  against  the  treacherous 
invaders  of  their  country,  must  be  sadly  divided 
and  embarrassed  by  having  one  king  resident  in 
America  and  another  king  resident  in  Spain ;  and 
that  disseverance  of  the  colonies  from  the  mother- 
country  which  took  place  so  soon  after  these  events 
was  not  as  yet  foreseen.  Before  adopting  the 
resolution  of  flying  beyond  the  Atlantic,  Charles 
and  his  minister  are  said  to  have  offered  to  cede  to 
France  the  whole  of  the  Spanish  part  of  the 
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Pyrenees,  with  all  the  country  lying  between  those 
mountains  and  the  Ebro.  But  all  that  country 
■was  already  occupied  by  French  troops;  and  by 
the  13th  of  March  Murat  had  arrived  at  Burgos, 
to  take  the  command  in  chief  in  Spain,  with  the  title 
of  Lieutenant  of  the  Emperor.  It  was  also  known 
that  more  troops,  including  a  part  of  the  imperial 
guards,  were  hastily  marching  through  France 
towards  the  Spanish  frontiers.  The  king  and 
Godoy  then  fixed  their  departure  for  the  night  of 
the  nth  of  March.  But  their  intention  was  now 
universally  known ;  and  the  -jiarty  of  the  prince, 
the  populace  of  Madrid,  and  the  very  troops  wdiich 
had  been  collected  to  escort  them  to  the  place  of 
embarkation,  vowed  that  they  should  not  go.  The 
king,  the  queen,  their  favourite  servants,  and 
nearly  all  those  who  w'ere  to  follow  their  fortunes 
to  the  new  world,  were  collected  in  the  palace  of 
Aranjuez,  and  were  packing  up  their  last  parcel, 
wdren,  on  the  evening  of  the  17 th,  the  palace  was 
surrounded  by  the  ])eople  and  by  the  soldiery  in  a 
state  of  revolt,  while  other  columns  were  seen  in 
disorderly  march  upon  the  town  of  Aranjuez.  The 
intentions  of  the  insurgents  admitted  of  no  doubt ; 
and  the  mob  shouted  that  they  would  have  the  head 
of  the  traitor  Godoy.  The  favourite,  who  was  not 
in  the  palace,  but  in  his  own  mansion,  sought  refuge 
in  a  garret,  and  concealed  himself  under  some 
mattresses.  There  he  lay  for  the  space  of  thirty-six 
hours,  consumed  by  heat  and  thirst,  and  dreading 
every  moment  to  be  discovered  and  'butchered. 
The  king  assured  the  insurgents  that  he  had  no 
intention  of  quitting  his  kingdom  and  his  faithful 
loving  subjects.  'The  people  now  well  knew  that 
he  could  not  go  if  he  tried ;  but  they  now  wanted 
more  from  the  unhappy  old  man  than  the  renun¬ 
ciation  of  his  project  of  flight — they  wanted  the 
renunciation  of  his  crown  in  favour  of  his  son. 
On  the  morning  of  the  19th,  being  no  longer  able 
to  hear  his  consuming  thirst,  Godoy  quitted  his 
hiding-])lace,  and  asked  a  life-guardsman  for  a 
little  water.  The  soldier,  instead  of  administering 
to  his  need,  went  and  betrayed  him  to  the  insur¬ 
gents,  who  seized  him,  dragged  him  out,  and  made  a 
signal  to  the  friends  of  Ferdinand,  who  occupied  a 
house  in  the  town.  It  should  a])pear  that  Spanish 
reformers  were  less  sanguinary  in  those  days  than 
they  are  at  present,  for,  although  some  of  the  mob 
threw  stones  at  the  Prince  of  the  Peace  and  beat 
him,  they  did  not  put  him  to  death.  When  the 
condition  he  was  in  became  known  to  the  king  and 
queen,  they  conjured  their  son  to  save  him — only 
to  save  his  life,  and  then  take  the  crown  and  all  he 
wished.  Ferdinand  came  out  and  harangued  the 
people  ;  and  upon  his  promise  that  Godoy  should 
be  brought  to  trial  for  his  treasons  and  offences, 
the  mob  permitted  the  fallen  favourite  to  be  con¬ 
veyed  to  the  prison  of  Aranjuez.  The  French 
ambassador  saw  the  Prince  of  the  Peace  conveyed 
through  the  streets,  walking  between  two  guards¬ 
men,  who  held  him  on  either  side  by  the  collar, 
wounded  by  a  stone  in  one  of  his  eyes,  and  covered 
with  blood.  This  was  about  ten  o’clock  in  the 
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morning  of  the  l9thof  March:  at  three  o’clock  in 
the  afternoon  the  insurgents  gathered  again  round 
the  palace,  calling  out  for  heads  and  for  blood,  and 
accusing  the  king  and  queen  of  the  intention  of 
rescuing  Godoy  from  the  Avrath  and  justice  of  the 
nation  by  getting  him  secretly  conveyed  to  Gra¬ 
nada.  I’erhaps  this  storm  was  got  up  only  to 
hasten  the  formal  abdication.  Charles  sent  out  to 
assure  the  people  that  he  had  resigned  the  crown. 
The  people  shouted  joyously,  and  cried  “  Long  live 
King  Ferdinand.”  Ferdinand,  too,  came  forth,  and 
promised,  as  King,  to  leave  Godoy  a  victim  to  the 
laws.  In  the  evening,  in  the  presence  of  a  few  gran¬ 
dees,  Charles  IV.,  gouty  and  rheumatic,  signed  the 
act  of  abdication,  declaring  that  his  habitual  infir¬ 
mities  no  longer  permitted  him  to  support  the  heavy 
weight  of  government,  that  he  had.  need  of  a  milder 
climate  and  of  a  private  life ;  and  that  after  mature 
deliberation  he  had  freely  and  spontaneously  abdi¬ 
cated  his  crown  in  favour  of  his  heir  and  most 
dearly  beloved  son  the  Prince  of  Asturias.  That 
same  evening  Ferdinand  was  proclaimed,  and  there 
Avas  a  grand  kissing  of  hands  in  the  palace  of 
Aranjuez.  His  abdication  Avas  formally  intimated 
to  Bonaparte  by  a  letter  Avritten  or  signed  by 
Charles  himself. 

On  receiving  the  news  of  the  revolution  which 
had  happened  at  Aranjuez,  Murat,  who  at  this 
moment  cherished  the  hope  of  putting  the  Spanish 
crown  upon  his  own  head,  hastened  his  march  upon 
Madrid;  and  on  the  23rd,  only  four  days  after  the 
signing  of  the  abdication,  that  brilliant  and  gaudy 
soldier  of  fortune  entered  the  capital  of  Spain  at 
the  head  of  a  brigade  of  imperial  guards,  followed 
by  a  division  of  French  infantry,  a  brigade  of 
cuirassiers,  and  a  numerous  train  of  artillery. 
Ferdinand  had  chosen  the  same  day  for  entering 
into  Madrid  as  sovereign;  and  although  the  French 
ambassador  had  kept  in  the  background,  while 
other  foreign  ministers  had  hastened  to  offer  their 
congratulations  on  the  accession  of  the  new  king, 
Ferdinand  and  his  friends  are  said  to  have  had  the 
almost  incredible  folly  of  believing  that  Murat  was 
come  to  recognise  the  revolution  made  at  Aranjuez, 
and  to  support  him  on  his  throne.  It  is  quite  cer¬ 
tain  that  Ferdinand’s  party  in  Madrid  received 
Murat  as  a  friend  and  Avith  joyous  acclamations. 
That  marshal  of  the  French  empire  and  grand  duke 
of  Berg  took  up  his  residence  in  the  magnificent 
mansion  of  the  Prince  of  the  Peace,  and  very  soon 
gavp  great  uneasiness  to  Ferdinand  and  his  friends, 
by  addressing  him,  not  as  ‘  your  majesty,’  but  as 
‘  your  royal  highness,’  and  by  intimating  that  he 
must  await  the  instructions  of  the  emperor  his 
master  before  he  could  recognise  the  abdication  of 
Charles  and  the  accession  of  Ferdinand.  Murat, 
moreover,  put  himself  in  communication  with 
Maria  Luiza,  who,  Avhatever  might  be  the  Avilling- 
ncss  with  which  her  husband  ceased  to  be  king, 
had  no  inclination  to  cease  to  be  queen  of  Spain 
and  the  Indies,  and  Avhose  unnatural  hatred  of  her 
eldest  son  Avas  e.vasperated  and  doubled  by  the 
recent  events  at  Aranjuez.  It  appears  too  that 
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Murat  opened  some  private  correspondence  with 
the  prisoner  Godoy,  assuring  him  that  his  only 
hope  of  salvation  lay  in  the  friendship  of  the 
F’rench.  Charles  IV.  now  wrote  to  Bonaparte,  to 
throAv  himself  into  the  arms  of  that  great  monarch 
his  ally,  to  submit  entirely  to  his  arbitration,  to 
vow  that  his  abdication  w'as  not  voluntary,  but 
forced,  to  express  his  full  confidence  in  the  mag¬ 
nanimity  and  the  genius  of  the  great  man  who  had 
ever  proved  his  friend,  and,  in  fine,  to  submit  to 
him  his  OAvn  fate,  the  fate  of  the  queen,  and  the 
fate  of  the  Prince  of  the  Peace  :  and  Charles  in¬ 
closed  in  this  letter,  which  Avas  written  in  French, 
a  protest  Avritten  in  Spanish,  in  Avhich  he  solemnly 
declared  that  the  decree  of  the  19th,  by  which  he 
abdicated  his  crown  in  favour  of  his  son,  had  been 
forced  upon  him  by  his  eagerness  to  prevent  greater 
evils  and  the  effusion  of  blood  ;  and  that  therefore 
the  said  decree  of  the  19th  was  of  no  value.  He 
also  wrote  to  his  “  v'ery  dear  brother,”  the  grand 
duke  of  Berg,  to  say  that,  having  spoken  with  an 
officer  of  his  (Murat’s)  staff,  and  having  been  in¬ 
formed  of  all  that  had  happened  in  Madrid,  he 
begged  him  to  do  him  the  service  of  letting  the 
emperor  know  his  earnest  wish  or  prayer  that  he 
Avould  be  pleased  to  deliver  the  poor  Prince  of  the 
Peace,  who  was  only  suffering  for  having  been  the 
friend  of  France,  and  permit  him  (the  king)  and 
the  queen  to  go  Avith  Godoy  to  some  other  place 
Avhich  would  better  agree  with  his  majesty’s  health. 
“  For  the  present,”  said  this  degraded  Bourbon, 
“  we  are  going  to  Badajoz.  I  hope  that  before  we 
set  out  you  Avill  give  us  an  answer,  if  you  cannot 
absolutely  see  us  ;  for  I  have  no  confidence  except  in 
you  and  in  the  emperor.”  The  queen  also  Avrote 
a  letter  to  Murat,  calling  him  “  Sir,  my  brother,” 
and  repeating  in  still  more  earnest  language  the 
request  made  by  her  husband.  Her  letter  dwelt  at 
greater  length  upon  the  cruel  fate  of  Godoy,  “  the 
poor  Prince  of  the  Peace,  who  finds  himself  im¬ 
prisoned  and  wounded  for  having  been  our  friend 
and  the  devoted  friend  of  France.”  She  said  the 
])oor  Prince  of  the  Peace  most  earnestly  desired  to 
see  and  speak  Avith  his  imperial  highness ;  that  the 
king’s  health  was  very  delicate,  and  so  was  her  own, 
and  that  therefore  she  hoped  they  Avould  be  alloAved 
to  go  to  some  suitable  place  Avith  their  friend,  their 
only  friend,  the  friend  of  his  imperial  highness, 
the  poor  Prince  of  the  Peace,  to  end  their  days 
tranquilly.  If  her  majesty  could  not  have  the 
satisfaction  of  seeing  his  imperial  highness,  slie  must 
refer  him  to  her  daughter  the  queen  of  Etruria, 
Avho  Avas  then  living  in  Madrid,  as  to  her  inter¬ 
preter  and  advocate.  But  she  hoped  that  his  im¬ 
perial  highness  would  make  an  effort  to  see  her 
and  the  king,  although  but  for  an  instant,  by  night, 
or  in  any  manner  that  might  please  him.  On  the 
other  hand,  Ferdinand  and  the  grandees  of  his  party 
prostrated  themselves  in  the  dirt  at  the  feet  of  the 
soldier  of  fortune,  once  the  innkceiter’s  son,  but 
noAv  the  representative  and  vicegerent  of  the  master 
or  arbiter  of  Europe.  Tliey  even  took  the  sword 
of  tiie  French  king,  Francis  L,  Avhich  had  been 
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preserved  as  a  memorial  of  his  captivity  among 
the  Spaniards  after  the  battle  of  Pavia,  inclosed  it 
in  a  rich  casket,  and  presented  it  with  great  cere¬ 
mony  to  his  imperial  highness  of  Berg,  to  be  by  his 
honoured  hand  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Emperor 
of  the  French.  The  possession  of  such  mementos 
was  always  exceedingly  gratifying  to  the  Parisians, 
whose  satisfaction  was  not  likely  to  be  damped  by 
the  somewhat  apocryphal  history  of  this  sword.* 
Whatever  served  to  commemorate  their  own  defeats, 
or  even  the  triumph  of  other  nations  in  wars  with 
which  France  had  had  nothing  to  do,  w’as  always 
highly  prized,  and  whenever  it  was  not  voluntarily 
given,  it  was  stolen  or  taken,  like  the  sword  and 
scarf  of  Frederick  the  Great  from  his  tomb  at 
Potsdam.  In  the  eyes  of  the  Spaniards  the  sword 
was  the  real  sword  of  the  French  monarch,  the 
story  about  it  was  an  undoubted  story,  and  to  give 
it  thus  away  to  the  French  was  to  wound  the  sus¬ 
ceptible  national  pride;  but  the  w^eak  and  con¬ 
temptible  Ferdinand  would  at  this  moment  have 
made  far  more  serious  sacrifices ;  he  would  have 
chaflPered  and  bartered  the  independence  of  his 
country  if  he  had  been  allowed  so  to  do,  and  had 
but  obtained  the  good-will  of  Bonaparte  and  the 
possession  of  a  dishonoured  and  insecure  throne. 
The  national  impulse,  the  spontaneous  movement 
of  the  Spanish  people — the  only  thing  to  be  de¬ 
pended  upon  in  the  struggle  which  followed — was 
high,  noble,  glorious  ;  but,  with  a  very  few  excep¬ 
tions,  there  was  little  that  was  high  in  the  conduct 
of  the  highest  classes  :  a  more  despicable  appear¬ 
ance  than  that  made  by  king,  queen,  prince,  and 
grandees  of  both  parties  can  scarcely  be  imagined. 
It  was  a  thing  to  revive  and  to  give  a  double  force 
of  application  to  the  terrible  diatribe  of  Chatham 
against  the  vaunted  honour  of  the  old  aristocracy  of 
Spain.  Four  Spanish  grandees  were  sent  off  by 
Ferdinand  into  France,  to  announce  officially  and 
personally  to  the  emperor  the  abdication  of  Charles 
and  the  accession  of  the  new  king.  Murat  gave 
his  approbation  to  this  mission,  and  flattered  the 
prince  that  it  would  he  attended  with  complete 
success.  But  almost  in  the  same  breath  Murat 
assured  the  old  queen  that  his  imperial  master, 
who  wished  nothing  but  the  tranquillity  and  hap¬ 
piness  of  Spam  and  the  royal  family,  would  never 
recognise  the  forced  abdication  of  her  husband. 

Bonaparte,  who  was  now  preparing  another 
army  to  >end  to  Madrid,  looked  about  him  for 
an  adroit  kidnapper,  that  should  by  force  or  by 
fraud  bring  the  whole  royal  family  of  Spain 
as  prisoners  into  France.  The  choice  naturally 
enough  fell  upon  General  Savary,  who  had  just 
returned  from  an  embassy  to  the  Emperor 
Alexander  at  Petersburg.  This  notorious  head 
of  gendarmerie  and  secret  police,  carrying  Bona¬ 
parte’s  most  secret  instructions  in  his  pocket  or  in 
his  memory — for  there  was  much  that  was  never 
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committed  to  writing — flew  from  Paris  to  Madrid. 
Murat,  who  loved  not  the  man,  suspected  that  a 
part  of  his  mission  was  to  act  as  a  spy  over  his  own 
conduct ;  and  this  suspicion  appears  to  have  been 
well-founded.  Savary  made  several  secret  and  very 
unfavourable  reports  to  his  master  respecting 
Murat’s  conduct  at  Madrid.  Plunged  as  they  were 
in  ignorance,  the  Spanish  royal  family  must  all 
have  known  the  Duke  d’Enghien’s  history — must 
have  known  that  Savary  had  been  the  merciless, 
remorseless  murderer  of  a  prince  of  their  own  blood. 
But  this  inevitable  knowledge  neither  made  them 
shun  the  man  nor  open  their  eyes  to  the  real 
intentions  of  his  employer.  The  first  personage  to 
whom  Savary  addressed  himself  was  Ferdinand, 
whose  party  was  so  much  stronger  than  that  of  the 
old  king.  'If  he  could  trepan  Ferdinand,  it  would 
be  easy  work  to  dispose  of  the  rest  of  the  family. 
Savary  began  flattering  the  prince  by  giving  him 
the  title  of  ‘  your  majesty,’  which  Murat  had 
hitherto  refused  to  do.  On  his  hasty  journey  from 
the  Spanish  frontier  to  the  capital,  he  had  every¬ 
where  given  out  that  his  master  the  emperor  was 
coming  to  pay  a  friendly  visit,  in  the  generous  inten¬ 
tion  of  acting  as  mediator  and  conciliator  ;  and  he 
mentioned  the  town  of  Burgos  as  the  place  to  which 
his  imperial  majesty  would  extend  his  journey.  Fie 
now  proposed  to  Ferdinand  that  he  should  quit 
Madrid,  and  go  and  meet  his  guest  at  Burgos.  “  The 
emperor,”  said  Savary,  “  has  already  set  out  from 
Paris  ;  go  and  meet  him,  and  hear  him  salute  you 
as  Ferdinand  VIE,  King  of  Spain  and  the  Indies!” 
Apparently  with  very  little  hesitation,  the  imbecile 
Bourbon  prince  consented  to  go  to  Burgos  with  his 
kinsman’s  murderer  Savary,  who  from  that  moment 
never  lost  sight  of  him.  From  the  time  he  quitted 
Madrid,  Ferdinand  was  to  all  intents  and  purposes 
a  prisoner — as  complete  a  prisoner  as  ever  was 
felon  or  political  offender  in  the  grip  of  the  French 
police  and  under  the  escort  of  Savary’s  gendar¬ 
merie.  "When  the  party  reached  Burgos,  the  illus¬ 
trious  guest  had  not,  of  course,  arrived.  Great 
concerns  of  state  must  have  retarded  his  journey ; 
but  would  not  his  majesty  Ferdinand  VII.  go  a 
few  stages  farther  towards  the  frontier,  to  Miranda 
for  example,  or  as  far  as  Vittoria  ? — by  so  doing 
he  would  have  the  satisfaction  of  meeting  and  em¬ 
bracing  his  illustrious  guest  on  the  road.  The 
miserable  dupe  again  consented,  and  without  al¬ 
lowing  himself  any  repose  he  went  on  at  headlong 
speed.  Between  Madrid  and  Burgos  there  had 
been  some  chance  of  escape  or  of  rescue,  for  there 
were  considerable  Spanish  forces  on  foot  in  that 
part  of  the  country ;  but  the  country  between 
Burgos  and  Vittoria,  and  beyond  Vittoria  on  to 
the  frontiers  of  France,  was  entirely  occupied  by 
French  troops,  whose  different  columns  had  been 
purposely  concentrated,  and  then  spread  along  the 
high  road.  'When  the  party  reached  Vittoria  they 
saw  no  more  signs  of  the  arrival  of  his  Imperial 
Majesty  Napoleon  than  they  had  seen  at  Burgos. 
Savary  now  said  it  was  clear  that  the  emperor  his 
master  must  be  delayed  by  some  very  important 
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business,  nnd  tliat  tberefore  it  was  quite  natural 
that  King  F’erdinancl,  who  had  favours  to  ask  from 
the  emperor,  while  the  emjieror  had  none  to  ask 
from  him,  should  continue  his  journey  as  far  as  the 
French  frontier,  or  say  as  fur  as  Bayonne,  which 
Avas  but  a  very  little  way  beyond  the  Bidasoa. 
But  licre  Ferdinand’s  chief  advisers,  Hon  Pedro 
Cevallos  and  the  Canon  Escoiquiz,  began  to  scent 
the  plot.  By  their  advice  Ferdinand  delayed  his 
departure  from  Vittoria,  and  sent  his  next  brother, 
Hon  Carlos,  avIio  had  accompanied  him  from 
Madrid,  to  meet  and  welcome  the  imperial  guest. 
On  the  14th  of  April  I’erdinand  addressed  from 
Vittoria  another  letter  to  Bonaparte,  recajiitulating 
the  circumstances  which  had  occurred  at  Aranjuez, 
and  the  services  which  he,  since  his  accession  to 
the  throne,  had  rendered  to  the  grand  duke  of 
Berg  and  the  French  army  at  Madrid,  repeating 
his  anxious  desire  for  a  matrimonial  alliance  Avith 
the  august  family  of  the  emperor,  and  begging  to 
knoAv  positively  Avhether  his  imperial  majesty  Avould 
be  pleased  to  receive  bim  as  King  of  Spain,  and 
dissipate  the  uncertainty  and  great  uneasiness  of 
the  Spanish  people  by  an  immediate  recognition 
of  his  accession  to  the  throne.  To  this  letter 
Bonaparte,  Avho  Avas  now  approaching  Bayonne, 
replied  in  a  very  indirect  and  artful  manner.  He 
did  not  give  Ferdinand  the  title  of  king,  but  ad¬ 
dressed  him  as  Prince  of  Asturias.  The  prince,  in 
his  last  letter,  had  not  said  a  Avord  about  Godoy ; 
but  the  foremost  and  longest  part  of  Bonaparte’s 
answer  Avas  occupied  by  the  subject  of  the  unfor¬ 
tunate  Prince  of  the  Peace.  The  emperor  told 
Ferdinand  that  a  long  Avhile  ago  he  had  hoped  to 
induce  the  king  his  father  to  adopt  some  necessary 
reforms  in  his  government,  and  to  give  some  satis¬ 
faction  to  public  opinion ;  that  the  dismissal  of 
the  Prince  of  the  Peace  from  office  had  appeared 
to  him  necessary  for  the  happiness  both  of  the 
king  and  of  his  subjects ;  but  that  the  affairs  of 
the  north  of  Europe  had  retarded  his  intended 
journey  to  Spain,  and  in  the  meaiiAvhile  the  events 
of  Aranjuez  had  taken  ydace.  “  I  am  not  the 
judge,”  continued  Bonaparte,  “  of  Avhat  has  hap¬ 
pened,  or  of  the  conduct  of  the  Prince  of  the  Peace ; 
but  AA’hat  I  know  well  is,  that  it  is  dangerous  for 
kings  to  accustom  their  peoples  to  shed  blood  and 
to  do  themselves  justice  Avith  their  OAvn  hands.  I 
pray  God  that  your  royal  highness  may  not  expe¬ 
rience  this  danger  some  day  !  It  is  not  the  interest 
of  Spain  to  injure  a  prince  who  has  espoused  a 
princess  of  the  blood-royal,  and  Avho  has  for  so 
long  a  time  governed  the  kingdom.  The  Prince 
of  the  Peace  has  no  longer  any  friends.  Your 
royal  highness  Avill  find  you  have  none,  if  ever 
you  are  unfortunate.  The  people  are  too  apt  to 
take  vengeance  for  the  homage  they  pay  to  us. 
IIoAv  can  the  Prince  of  the  Peace  be  brought  to 
trial  without  implicating  the  queen  and  the  king 
your  father  ?  Such  a  trial  Avill  nourish  hatred  and 
factious  passions  :  the  result  will  be  fatal  for  your 
croAvn.  F  on?’  rmjal  highness  has  no  other  rights 
than  such  as  hacc  been  transmitted  to  you  through 
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your  mother.  If  the  trial  dishonour s  your  mother , 
your  rights  are  torn  to  yieces !  You  cannot  bring 
the  Prince  of  the  Peace  to  trial.  The  crimes  of 
Avhich  he  is  accused  are  lost  in  the  rights  of  the 
throne.  I  have  often  manifested  the  desire  that 
the  Prince  of  the  Peace  should  be  removed  from 
the  management  of  affairs  ;  the  friendship  of  King 
Charles  has  often  induced  me  to  be  silent  and  to 
turn  my  eyes  from  the  Aveaknesses  of  his  attach¬ 
ment.  Miserable  men  that  we  are !  Aveakness  and 
error  form  our  device.  But  all  this  may  be  recon¬ 
ciled  :  let  the  Prince  of  the  Peace  be  exiled  from 
Spain,  and  I  offer  him  a  refuge  in  France.  As  for 
the  abdication  of  Charles  IV.,  it  has  taken  ])lace 
at  a  moment  when  my  armies  are  covering  all 
Spain,  and  it  might  appear  to  the  eyes  of  Euro})e 
and  of  posterity  that  1  have  sent  my  troops  thither 
only  in  order  to  precipitate  from  the  throne  my 
ally  and  friend.  As  a  neighbouring  sovereign,  it 
is  permitted  me  to  demand  full  information  before 
I  recognise  the  abdication  of  your  father.  I  tell 
your  royal  highness,  I  tell  the  Spaniards,  and  the 
Avhole  Avorld,  that  if  the  abdication  of  King  Charles 
has  been  voluntary,  if  it  has  not  been  forced  by 
the  insurrection  and  mutiny  at  Aranjuez,  I  have 
no  difficulty  in  admitting  and  recognising  your 
royal  highness  as  King  of  Spain.”  Bona])arte 
then  referred  to  the  events  of  last  October,  when 
the  disputes  of  the  royal  family  of  Spain  became 
so  violent  that  King  Charles  had  accused  his  son 
and  heir  of  a  design  upon  his  throne.  “  1  Avas 
most  painfully  affected,”  continued  this  delicate 
moralist,  “  and  I  thought  that  I  might  have  contri¬ 
buted  to  the  family  calamities  by  some  of  my 
insinuations.  Your  royal  highness  Avas  very  mucli 
to  blame.  When  you  are  king  in  your  turn,  you 
will  know  hoAV  sacred  are  the  rights  of  thrones ! 
Every  advance  made  toAvards  a  foreign  sovereign 
by  an  hereditary  prince  is  criminal !  ”  This,  in 
other  words,  Avas  telling  Ferdinand  that  he  was  a 
scoundrel  for  having  complained  to  a  foreign  power 
of  his  own  father,  and  for  having  brought  the 
Emperor  of  the  French  into  his  family  quarrel. 
After  this  gentle  reproof  the  child  of  revolution 
Avent  on  to  warn  Ferdinand,  the  far-descended 
Bourbon,  the  representative  of  a  long  line  of  abso¬ 
lute  monarchs,  of  the  danger  of  relying  upon  in¬ 
surrections  or  popular  emotions.  And  then  Bona¬ 
parte  launched  out  into  dreadful  denunciations  of 
vengeance  if  the  popular  emotions  of  the  Spaniards 
should  be  turned  against  him  or  his  troops.  “  A 
few  murders,”  said  he,  “  may  be  committed  on 
my  isolated  soldiers,  but  the  ruin  of  Spain  Avill  be 
the  result.  I  have  already  seen  Avith  pain  that  at 
Madrid  the  letters  of  the  captain-general  of  Cata¬ 
lonia,  complaining  of  the  presence  of  the  French 
army,  are  Avidely  circulated,  and  that  everything  is 
done  to  excite  men’s  heads.”  The  strange  letter 
concluded  Avith  this  rigmarole: — “Your  royal 
highness  uoav  knows  all  my  mind.  You  see  that 
I  am  floating  l)etAveen  divers  ideas  Avhich  have 
need  to  be  fixed.  You  may  be  certain  that  in  all 
cases  I  Avill  behave  towards  you  as  I  have  done 
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towards  the  hing  your  father.  May  you  believe 
in  my  desire  to  conciliate  everything,  and  to  find 
the  opportunity  of  giving  you  proofs  of  my  aftec- 
tion  and  perfect  esteem.” 

The  miserable  Ferdinand  would  now  have  re¬ 
turned  to  Madrid,  or  have  fled  to  some  sea-port 
town,  instead  of  continuing  his  journey  from  Vit- 
toria  to  Bayonne;  but  it  was  too  late:  he  was 
completely  in  Savary’s  toils,  he  was  surrounded  by 
French  columns,  marching  or  stationary;  he  had 
not  the  courage  which  leads  men  to  desperate  en¬ 
terprises;  and  so  he  quietly  submitted  to  his  fate, 
and  went  on  to  Bayonne,  where  Bonaparte  arrived 
two  or  three  days  before  him.  It  was  on  the  20th 
of  April  when  Ferdinand  traversed  the  draw-bridge 
of  the  fortress  of  Bayonne.  It  is  said  that  Bona¬ 
parte,  on  learning  his  arrival,  e.xclaimed  “  How  !  is 
the  fool  really  come  ?  I  could  scarcely  have  thought 
it  possible!”  To  Don  Carlos,  whonr  he  had  found 
at  Bayonne  on  reaching  that  town,  the  French 
emperor  had  behaved  with  a  great  show  of  kind¬ 
ness  and  friendship.  Great  care  was  now  taken  to 
prevent  any  intercourse  or  correspondence  between 
the  two  Spanish  princes,  or  the  gentlemen  who  had 
accompanied  them,  and  their  friends  in  Spain. 
Ferdinand  was  invited  to  dine  with  the  emperor, 
w’ho  must  have  derived  great  satisfaction  from  the 
discovery  of  what  an  arrant  fool  he  had  to  deal  with. 
Bonaparte  indeed  seems  scarcely  to  have  considered 
Ferdinand  w'orth  an  argument  or  an  explanation. 
Instead  of  opening  himself  to  the  prince,  he  made 
his  explanations  to  the  Canon  Escoiquiz,  the  most 
able  man  of  the  prince’s  party.  This  is  not  saying 
very  much  for  the  canon’s  ability  and  intellect,  for 
such  a  set  of  drivellers  had  not  often  formed  a  party 
or  surrounded  a  prince  ;  but  Escoiquiz  had  talents 
which  would  have  distinguished  him  anywhere, 
and  a  high  national  Spanish  spirit,  which  was  not 
to  be  repressed  by  the  haughty  tone  of  the  con¬ 
queror,  or  by  the  near  prospect  of  dungeons  and 
chains.  “  Canon,  how'  do  you  explain  your  insur¬ 
rection  at  Aranjuez  ?”  said  Bonaparte,  going 
straight  to  the  point.  The  priest  declared  that  that 
insurrection  had  been  caused  entirely  by  the  public 
indignation  on  learning  that  the  king  and  queen 
and  Godoy  were  going  to  fly  to  South  America. 
“  Well,  canon,  but  you  cannot  deny  that  it  was  that 
popular  insurrection  which  forced  Charles  IV.  to 
abdicate.  Charles  himself  entered  his  protest  on  the 
same  day  on  which  he  signed  his  abdication.”  The 
canon  said  that  King  Charles  had  not  protested 
until  two  days  after  his  abdication ;  that  then  in¬ 
deed  he  had  wnitten  to  his  majesty  the  emperor ; 
but  that  he  had  only  done  so  under  the  dictation  of 
the  queen  and  Godoy;  and  Escoiquiz  added,  that 
this  conduct  would  surprise  no  one  who  knew  the 
excessive  moral  weakness  of  the  unhappy  old  king, 
the  mere  slave  of  the  queen,  who  could  at  any  time 
make  him  sign  whatever  she  chose,  though  ever  so  re¬ 
mote  from  his  own  ideas  and  wishes ;  that  the  queen 
was  maddened  and  blinded  by  her  unnatural  rage 
against  her  eldest  son  ;  that  Ferdinand  was  beloved 
by  the  Spanish  people,  &c.  Bonaparte  acknow¬ 


ledged  that  the  imbecility  or  excessive  weakness  of 
Charles  IV.  was  notorious;  but  he  added  that  this 
did  not  justify  his  sudden  deposition  ;  that  the  ab¬ 
dication  at  Aranjuez  could  never  pass  in  tbe  eyes 
of  sensible  men  as  the  free  and  willing  act  of  the 
old  king — and  here  he  drew  a  comparison  between 
the  abdication  of  the  Emperor  Charles  V.  and  the 
act  of  Aranjuez.  Escoiquiz  endeavoured  to  ex¬ 
plain;  but  Bonaparte  interrupted  him  with  this 
significant  question  :  “  Canon,  tell  me  whether  I 
ought  to  lose  sight  of  the  fact  that  the  interests  of 
my  house  and  of  my  empire  demand  that  the  Bour¬ 
bons  shall  no  longer  reign  in  Spain  And  here, 
as  his  manner  was  on  such  occasions,  the  Emperor 
of  the  French  and  King  of  Italy  gently  pulled  the 
Spanish  canon  by  the  ear,  and  then,  fixing  his  eyes 
on  his  face,  burst  out  into  a  long  laugh.  After  this 
policinellata  his  imperial  majesty  said,  more  seri¬ 
ously,  “  Canon,  it  is  impossible  but  you  see,  as  I 
do,  that  so  long  as  the  Bourbons  reign  in  Spain,  I 
shall  never  be  able  to  have  a  safe  and  sincere  alli¬ 
ance  with  that  country  :  they  will  feign  to  be  friends 
so  long  as  they  are  not  strong  enough  to  do  me  an 
injury  ;  but  their  mortal  hatred  will  declare  itself 
as  soon  as  they  see  me  embarrassed  m  some  other 
war  in  the  north  of  Europe — such  a  war  may  break 
out  any  day — and  then  you  will  see  them  join  Eng¬ 
land  and  my  worst  enemies  !”  He  recalled  to  the 
priest’s  memory  certain  demonstrations  which  had 
been  made  by  the  court  of  Madrid  just  before  the 
battle  of  Jena,  and  he  insisted  that  if  he  had  lost 
that  battle,  instead  of  gaining  it,  Spain  would  have 
joined  the  coalition.  “Never,  no  never!  can  I 
count  upon  Spain  so  long  as  the  Bourbons  occupy 
the  throne ;  the  forces  of  your  nation  have  alwajs 
been  considerable,  and  a  man  of  genius  at  the  head 
of  them  might  disturb  my  repose.”  Escoiquiz  en¬ 
deavoured  to  show  that  the  emperor  would  have 
nothing  to  fear  from  Ferdinand;  that  the  marriage 
of  that  prince  with  one  of  Bonaparte’s  nieces  would 
attach  him  to  the  interests  and  the  policy  of  France. 
“  Canon,  you  are  amusing  me  with  fables,  vous  me 
faites-ld  des  contes,  chanoinc ;  you  are  too  well 
informed  not  to  know  that  a  woman  is  always  too 
feeble  a  tie  to  fix  the  political  conduct  of  a  prince 
her  husband !  Who  can  give  me  assurance  that 
the  wife  of  Ferdinand  will  gain  an  ascendancy  over 
him  ?  Besides,  death  may  any  day  break  that  ma¬ 
trimonial  tie  between  the  house  of  Spain  and  my 
house,  and  then  the  old  hatred  must  revive.  Allans 
done,  chanoine,  vous  me  prcsentez-ld  de  veritables 
chateaux  en  Espagne  !  Do  you  think  that  if  the 
Bourbons  remain  on  the  throne  I  can  be  as  sure  of 
Spain  as  I  should  be  if  the  sceptre  were  placed  in 
the  hands  of  a  prince  of  my  own  family  T'  To  this 
searching  question  Escoiquiz  replied  by  saying  that 
the  eyes  of  all  Europe  were  now  fixed  upon  Bay¬ 
onne,  watching  imi)atiently  the  result  of  the  jour¬ 
ney  of  King  Ferdinand  ;  that  if  Bonaparte  would 
act  nobly  and  magnanimously  his  conduct  would 
be  applauded  by  the  world;  that  his  moderation 
would  diminish  the  jealousy  of  all  the  hhiropean 
sovereigns,  calm  their  hatred,  and  dissipate  the 
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dread  of  all  countries,  wlio  were  constantly  told  by 
England  that  one  by  one  they  would  all  lose  their 
independence.  The  canon  too  presented  the  reverse 
of  the  picture ;  if  Bonaparte  showed  no  magna¬ 
nimity  or  moderation  ;  if,  instead  of  protecting 
Ferdinand,  he  made  an  attack  on  the  national  in¬ 
dependence  of  Spain,  and  dealt  a  death-blow  at 
his  most  faithful  ally,  England  would  be  furnished 
with  fresh  arms  wherewith  to  excite  the  nations  of 
Europe,  and  renew  the  efforts  of  all  the  great 
powers  to  overthrow  the  empire  and  dynasty  of  Bo¬ 
naparte  ;  the  Spanish  people  would  vow  an  impla¬ 
cable,  an  eternal  hatred  against  him  and  the  French, 
and  a  war  of  extermination  would  be  begun  ;  every 
man  in  Spain  would  take  up  his  musket,  his  riffe, 
his  sword,  or  his  knife ;  and  history  might  tell  his 
imperial  majesty  how  terrible  such  wars  had  ever 
been  in  the  peninsula !  The  conqueror  affected  to 
set  these  last  arguments  at  defiance.  “  Canon,” 
said  he,  “  you  are  exaggerating  difficulties.  I  have 
nothing  to  fear  from  the  only  European  power 
that  can  measure  swords  with  me.  The  Emperor 
of  Russia,  to  whom,  while  at  Tilsit,  I  communi¬ 
cated  my  projects  upon  Spain,  approved  of  them, 
and  gave  me  his  word  of  honour  that  he  would 
noc  oppose  them  in  any  way.  As  for  the  other 
powers,  they  will  take  good  care  not  to  move  in 
this  affair.  In  no  case  can  the  resistance  of  the 
Spaniards  be  long  or  formidable.  The  grandees 
and  the  rich,  for  fear  of  losing  their  property,  will 
submit  quietly,  and  will  employ  all  their  inffuence  to 
calm  the  common  people.  The  clergy  and  the  monks, 
whom  I  shall  hold  responsible  for  any  disorder, 
will  employ  also  their  inffuence,  and  you  know 
that  their  influence  is  great.  The  populace,  alone, 
may  perhaps  rise  in  a  few  places ;  but  some  severe 
chastisement  will  soon  call  them  back  to  their 
duty !  Believe  me,  canon,  countries  where  there 
are  a  great  many  monks  are  easy  to  subjugate !  I 
know  this  by  experience.  This  will  happen  in 
Spain,  particularly  when  the  people  shall  see  that 
I  promise  them  the  integrity  and  the  independence 
of  their  monarchy,  a  more  liberal  and  rational 
constitution,  and  the  preservation  of  their  religion 
and  usages  !”  Escoiquiz  said  that  if  he  placed  a 
French  prince  on  the  throne  of  Spain,  the  new 
dynasty  would  stand  upon  a  volcano  ;  and  that  it 
would  take  an  army  of  200,000  Frenchmen  to 
command  a  country  of  discontented  slaves.  The 
conqueror  said  that  he  would  carry  his  project  into 
execution  though  it  should  cost  him  the  lives  of 
200,000  men  ;  and  he  broke  off  this  strange  con¬ 
ference,  in  which  he  had  not  made  the  least  attempt 
to  colour  over  his  utterly  selfish  and  unprincipled 
policy,  by  telling  the  canon  that  he  was  sorry  to 
see  that  they  could  not  agree  upon  their  principles, 
and  that  he  would  let  him  know  his  irrevocable 
determination  on  the  morrow.  There  were  two 
other  Spaniards  who  had  accomjianied  Ferdinand 
to  Bayonne,  with  whom  the  French  emperor 
thought  fit  to  confer.  Both  these  Spaniards  showed 
considerable  spirit.  Cevallos  insisted  in  a  high 
tone  upon  the  national  character  of  his  country¬ 
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men,  and  the  feelings  they  would  entertain  when 
they  should  learn  the  intentions  of  Bonaparte. 
This  produced  an  explosion  of  rage  and  abuse  from 
the  conqueror ;  he  called  Cevallos  a  traitor  for 
deserting  the  service  of  his  old  master  Charles  IV. 
to  become  a  councillor  to  the  son ;  and  he  con¬ 
cluded  with  saying,  in  his  most  rapid  and  passion¬ 
ate  manner,  “  I  have  a  system  of  policy  of  my  own 
— you  ought  to  adopt  more  liberal  ideas — you  ought 
to  be  less  susceptible  on  the  point  of  honour — you 
ought  to  beware  how  you  sacrifice  the  interests  of 
Spain  to  a  fantastic  loyalty  for  the  Bourbons!” 
Don  Pedro  de  Labrador  was  then  requested  or 
commanded  to  negotiate  or  come  to  some  under¬ 
standing  with  Champagny,  who  had  attended  his 
emperor  to  Bayonne,  and  who  was  now  his  minister 
for  foreign  affairs — Talleyrand,  for  reasons  which 
will  be  explained  presently,  having  been  dismissed 
and  disgraced.  But  Don  Pedro  proved  as  refrac¬ 
tory  as  Escoiquiz  and  Cevallos :  he  began  by 
asking  Champagny  whether  King  Ferdinand  were 
at  liberty ;  and,  if  so,  wby  he  was  not  restored  to 
his  own  country  ?  Champagny  replied  that  Fer¬ 
dinand  could  not  be  permitted  to  return  to  Spain 
until  he  came  to  a  proper  understanding  with  the 
emperor.  Cevallos  then  presented  a  note,  express¬ 
ing  the  terms  on  which  Ferdinand  had  placed 
himself  in  the  power  of  the  emperor,  and  declaring 
his  master’s  intention  of  departing  immediately 
from  Bayonne.  Cevallos  knew  very  well  that  his 
master  could  not  act  upon  this  intention,  but  he 
wished  to  show  more  clearly  to  the  w^orld  that  Fer¬ 
dinand  had  been  kidnapped  and  was  a  state  pri¬ 
soner.  And  his  note  produced  good  evidence  to 
this  effect ;  for  the  guards  of  honour  placed  over 
the  two  Spanish  princes  were  immediately 
doubled ;  some  of  Savary’s  gendar^nes  d' elite 
and  police  spies  in  plain  clothes  were  appointed 
to  watch  them  and  every  movement  of  the  Spa¬ 
niards  who  had  come  with  them ;  all  the  outlets 
from  the  town  were  guarded,  every  passer  in 
or  out  was  stopped  and  examined,  and,  as  Bay¬ 
onne  was  a  fortified  town  encircled  with  high  walls 
and  deep  ditches,  there  was  slight  chance  of  escape 
from  it.  Don  Carlos,  attempting  to  pass  out  of 
one  of  the  gates,  was  forcibly  stopped  by  a  gen¬ 
darme. 

Ferdinand  had  gone  like  a  fool  to  Bayonne  to 
get  his  father’s  abdication  and  his  own  accession 
recognised  by  the  Emperor  of  the  French ;  but 
Bonaparte,  like  a  rogue,  had  entrapped  him  there 
in  order  to  extort  from  him  a  renunciation  of  the 
crown  in  favour  of  his  brother  Joseph,  at  present 
King  of  Naples.  If  Ferdinand  had  complied,  the 
insurrection  at  Aranjuez  and  the  abdication  of 
Charles  IV.  would  have  been  declared  good  and 
legal  acts,  in  order  to  vest  in  Ferdinand  the  right 
of  disposing  of  the  crown.  But  as  Ferdinand  was 
so  perverse  and  obstinate,  it  was  determined  to 
declare  the  insurrection  at  Aranjuez  a  vile  and 
treasonable  affair,  to  hold  that  Charles  IV.  had  not 
voluntarily  abdicated,  and  to  bring  him  to  Bayonne 
in  order  to  obtain  from  him  that  renunciation  in 
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favour  of  Joseph  Bonaparte  which  his  son  refused 
to  give.  It  was  well  known  that  if  they  could  only 
get  the  Prince  of  the  Peace  to  Bayonne,  the  old 
queen  would  follow  him,  and  bring  her  husband 
with  her.  Murat  therefore  was  instructed  to  take 
Godoy  out  of  the  prison  at  Aranjuez  into  which 
Ferdinand  and  the  insurgents  had  thrown  him,  to 
furnish  him  with  an  escort  strong  enough  to  resist 
the  fury  of  the  Spaniards  on  the  road,  and  to  for¬ 
ward  him  with  all  possible  speed  into  France. 
Godoy  travelled  so  rapidly  that  he  only  took  two 
nights  and  days  to  get  from  the  Tagus  at  Aranjuez 
to  the  banks  of  the  Bidasoa.  On  reaching  Bayonne 
he  was  received  by  Bonaparte  as  a  bosom  friend ; 
and  immediately  afterwards  he  wrote  to  the  old 
king  and  queen  to  express  the  great  satisfaction 
the  Emperor  of  the  French  would  have  in  seeing 
them  at  Bayonne,  and  in  arranging  the  Spanish 
monarchy  so  as  to  place  it  beyond  any  danger  from 
the  usurpation  of  the  Prince  of  Asturias.  There 
was  no  need  to  write  another  letter ;  the  queen  flew 
after  the  poor  Prince  of  the  Peace,  her  dear,  her 
only  friend ;  and  on  the  30th  of  April  a  huge  lum¬ 
bering  carrosse,  drawn  by  eight  Biscayan  mules, 
rolled  over  the  drawbridge  of  Bayonne,  and  landed 
that  grand  father  of  stupidity  Charles  IV.,  his  most 
unroyal  queen,  his  youngest  son  Francesco  de  Paulo, 
and  two  or  three  ignoble  grandees  of  Spain.  Two 
or  three  other  enormous  antiquated  carriages  dis¬ 
charged  their  cargoes  of  chamberlains  and  dames 
(much  misnamed)  of  honour.  Godoy  welcomed 
his  master  and  mistress,  and  gave  them  assurance 
that  the  intentions  of  Bonaparte  in  their  regard 
were  most  friendly  and  liberal.  This  assurance 
was  soon  repeated  by  the  Emperor  of  the  French 
himself,  who  declared  that  he  had  been  staying  at 
Bayonne  only  to  save  and  serve  their  majesties. 
As  was  expected  from  him,  Charles  now  protested 
viva  voce  that  his  abdication  of  the  19th  of  March* 
had  proceeded  from  violence ;  and  demanded  that 
his  son  should  restore  him  to  the  possession  of  the 
crown.  The  reply  of  Ferdinand,  drawn  up  by  Don 
Pedro  Cevallos  and  canon  Escoiquiz,  alleged  that 
the  resignation  had  been  unquestionably  voluntary 
at  the  time ;  and  that  Charles  had  made  repeated 
declarations  to  that  efl'ect.  It  declared,  however, 
that  if  both  father  and  son  were  permitted  to 
return  to  Madrid  and  summon  the  Cortes,  Ferdi¬ 
nand,  in  their  presence,  and  with  their  sanction, 
would  renounce  the  rights  vested  in  him  by  his 
father’s  abdication.  To  this  the  old  king  replied 
that  he  was  free  enough  where  he  was ;  that  he 
had  come  to  his  great  and  magnanimous  ally,  not 
as  a  king,  but  as  an  unhappy  old  man  whose  crown 
had  been  taken  from  him,  and  whose  life  had  been 
endangered  by  the  criminal  ambition  of  his  own 
son.  Since  the  days  of  Philip  II.,  the  Cortes,  or 
national  representation,  had  been  little  more  than 
a  shadow  and  a  name  :  it  had  never  been  convoked 
by  Charles  IV.,  or  by  his  father  Charles  III. ;  and 

•  Tlie  (late  of  this  act  is  almo.st  invariably  given  as  tl>e  20th  of 
March  ;  but  the  decree  of  abdication  was  certaiulv  signed  and  issued 
at  Aranjuez  on  the  19th;  and  it  was  from  the  19t)i  of  March  that 
Ferdinand  always  dated  his  accession  to  the  throne. 


the  old  king,  or  Godoy,  who  wrote  the  letter  for  him, 
treated  with  contempt  the  notion  of  convoking  it 
now.  “  Everything,”  said  the  letter,  “  ought  to 
be  done  by  sovereigns  for  the  people ;  but  the 
people  ought  not  to  be  allowed  to  carve  for  them¬ 
selves.”  It  affirmed  that  the  Emperor  of  the  French 
alone  could  be  the  saviour  of  Spain,  and  that  Napo¬ 
leon  was  determined  that  Ferdinand  should  never 
hold  the  crown  of  [that  kingdom.  Besides  taxing 
him  with  a  want  of  filial  aflfection,  the  note  accused 
Ferdinand  of  a  want  of  affection  for  the  Emperor 
Napoleon  ;  and  the  last  of  the  two  seemed  to  be 
treated  as  a  crime  of  as  great  a  magnitude  as  the 
first.  To  this  Ferdinand  rejoined,  that  his  present 
situation  was  proof  enough  of  the  unbounded  con¬ 
fidence  and  good-will  he  had  entertained  for  the 
emperor.  And  he  now  said  that  he  was  ready  to 
restore  the  crown  to  his  father  unconditionally,  and 
without  any  convocation  of  the  Cortes,  provided 
only  that  they  should  both  be  permitted  to  quit 
Bayonne — where  no  deed  would  bear  the  character 
of  free-will — and  return  to  their  own  country  and 
capital.  The  old  king  and  queen  were  transported 
with  fury  at  this  proposition,  both  knowing  that 
the  great  body  of  the  nation  would  not  submit  to 
the  restoration  of  Charles,  and  would  never  allow 
the  Prince  of  the  Peace  to  return  into  Spain — that 
nothing  but  French  troops  and  escorts,  and  the 
speed  with  which  he  had  travelled,  had  saved  the 
favourite  from  being  torn  to  pieces  before  he 
reached  the  Pyrenees.  Godoy  would  certainly 
never  have  consented  to  hazard  his  person  among 
his  vindictive  countrymen ;  and  without  Godoy 
Spain  and  the  whole  world  was  as  a  blank  to 
Maria  Luiza  and  her  infatuated  husband.  But 
what  was  even  more  than  all  this,  was  the  deter¬ 
mination  of  their  present  gaoler,  into  whose  gyves 
and  fetters  they  had  all  thrown  themselves,  that 
not  one  of  them  should  ever  return.  The  day  after 
sending  this  last  letter  Ferdinand  was  summoned 
to  the  presence  of  his  infuriated  parents.  He 
found  seated  with  them  Bonaparte,  who  had  ad¬ 
vised  or  ordered  the  interview,  and  whose  pride 
was  gratified  by  witnessing  one  of  the  most  de¬ 
grading  scenes  for  royalty  that  royalty  ever  figured 
in.  At  a  subsequent  period  he  affected  to  feel 
horror  and  a  painful  disgust  at  the  recollection  of 
this  scene ;  but  at  the  moment  it  should  ajipear 
that  his  disgust  was  not  of  a  very  painful  kind, 
that  he  inwardly  chuckled  over  the  thorough  base¬ 
ness  of  these  ultra-royal  Bourbon  princes,  and 
justified  to  his  own  conscience  the  dark  and 
treacherous  steps  he  had  taken,  by  asking  himself 
whether  Spain,  or  any  other  country  in  the  world 
that  had  ever  been  ruled  by  such  a  despicable  race, 
must  not  be  a  gainer  by  their  expulsion,  let  their 
successors  be  who  or  what  they  might.  The  abase¬ 
ment  of  these  Bourbons  must  have  served  as  a 
pedestal  to  raise  the  imperial  Corsican  many  feet 
higher.  The  scene  which  ensued  had  circumstances 
which  we  would  not  credit  if  they  rested  solely 
upon  French  authority.  In  that  case  we  would 
suspect  the  malicious  exaggeration  of  the  narrators. 
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and  the  general  disposition  of  those  memoir  writers 
and  detailers  of  state  secrets  (even  when  there  is 
no  malice)  to  sacrifice  truth  for  the  sake  of  a  more 
striking  effect.  But  the  worst  of  the  circumstances 
are  confirmed  in  the  accounts  given  by  the  canon 
Escoiquiz  and  Don  Pedro  Cevallos,  Ferdinand’s 
chief  and  best  councillors,  who,  in  ordinary  reason, 
can  scarcely  be  suspected  of  inventing  words  which 
might  tend  to  throw  a  doubt  on  the  legitimacy  of 
the  birth  of  the  prince  to  whom  they  had  attached 
themselves  and  their  fortunes.  We  know,  however, 
the  -wondrous  vivacity  and  fury  of  party  feeling  and 
most  other  passions  when  once  excited  in  the 
Spanish  heart ;  we  have  seen  the  constant  inter¬ 
change  among  all  parties  of  the  most  atrocious 
accusations  ;  and  as  the  canon  and  the  Don  hated 
the  queen  as  intensely  as  she  hated  them,  the  blind¬ 
ness  of  their  rage  may  have  prevented  their  seeing 
the  mischief  they  were  doing  to  their  own  cause ; 
and  thus,  perhaps,  after  all,  it  will  not  be  irrational 
to  receive  with  some  little  doubt  the  worst  part  of 
this  wholly  bad  story. 

The  king,  the  queen,  the  emperor  remained 
seated :  Ferdinand  rvas  left  to  stand  on  his  feet 
before  them  like  a  culprit  before  his  judges. 
Charles  overwhelmed  his  son  with  downright 
vulgar  abuse,  calling  him  traitor  and  parricide,  and 
threateninc;  to  beat  him  with  his  walkins:-stick. 
The  prince  protested  that  he  was  no  traitor,  no 
parricide,  but  a  dutiful  subject  and  an  affectionate 
son  ;  that  the  plots  imputed  to  him  were  all  false, 
and  that  the  abdication  at  Aranjuez  was  a  volun¬ 
tary  act.  He  is  also  said  to  have  reminded  the 
king  and  queen  that  it  was  he  who  had  saved  the 
life  of  Godoy  when  the  people  would  have  murdered 
him.  But,  compared  with  the  fury  of  the  old 
queen,  that  of  Charles  w'as  as  a  fresh  breeze  com¬ 
pared  to  a  w'hirlwind  or  tornado  blast.  This  royal 
energumene  (or  devil-possessed)  foamed  at  the 
Jiiouth,  lavished  the  most  odious  epithets  upon 
him,  and  called  iqion  the  Emperor  of  the  French 
to  order  his  trial,  to  send  him  to  the  scaffold  which 
his  crimes  merited.  Nor  is  this  all  that  is  related 
to  have  passed — and  here  comes  the  worst  or  least 
credible  part  of  the  story,  a  thing  indeed  scarcely 
to  be  believed  without  first  believing  that  the 
woman  was  absolutely  and  ravingly  mad — Maria 
Luiza  is  said  to  have  declared  there,  in  the  face 
of  her  husband,  her  son,  and  Bonaparte,  that  Fer¬ 
dinand  was  a  bastard — that  thouo-h  borne  bv  her 

O  •/ 

he  had  not  been  begotten  by  the  king  her  husband ! 

Confused  and  crushed  by  insults  and  threats, 
the  weak  and  irresolute  Ferdinand,  who  appears 
really  to  have  dreaded  being  sent  either  to  a  scaffold 
or  to  some  horrible  dungeon,*  offered  to  give  uj) 
all  right  or  claim  to  the  crown  ;  and  on  the  6th 
of  May,  a  day  or  two  after  the  interview  with  his 
parents,  he  signed  a  formal  act,  in  which  he  restored 
the  crowm  to  his  father,  and  prayed  that  his  majesty 

*  It  is  said  that  at  lids  crisis  of  Ids  terror  Savary  waited  upon  Ids 
e\pdve  Ferdinand  ami  told  1dm  ihat  unU‘>8  he  inimetiiately  si^med 
the  act  of  rennueiatioii  ho  would  he  hrou;,dil  to  his  trlil  as  a  traiU>r, 
and  lliat  Naixdeon  %Nonld  indexiidy  execute  llie  ^eiueiice  pronounced 
hy  his  irritated  father,  even  thou^di  it  wore  perpetual  imprisoumouiur 
dealli. 
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might  live  to  enjoy  it  many  years.  But  on  the  5th 
of  May,  the  day  before  Ferdinand  signed  this  act. 
Ids  father  Charles  had  assented  to  a  short  act  which 
had  been  prepared  a  considerable  time  before  the 
old  king’s  arrival  at  Bayonne,  hy  Champagny,  or 
rather  hy  Bonaparte  himself,  who  had  dictated 
what  his  minister  for  foreign  affairs  had  merely  to 
write  out  and  get  copied  upon  parchment;  and  hy 
this  laconic  act  or  treaty  Charles  IV.  resigned  all 
claims  on  Spain  and  the  Indies  and  all  Spanish 
colonies  and  territories  whatever,  to  his  friend 
and  faithful  ally  Napoleon,  Emperor  of  the  French, 
King  of  Italy,  &c.,  and  this  without  any  conditions 
or  provisos,  excepting  only  that  the  crown  of  Spain 
should  not  be  held  hy  the  same  sovereign  who 
wore  the  crown  of  France;  that  the  independence 
and  integrity  of  the  kingdom  should  he  respected  ; 
that  the  Roman  Catholic  religion  should  he  main¬ 
tained  as  the  dominant  faith,  and  no  reform  or 
change  allowed  in  it;  that  no  Protestant  or 
reformed  religion  should  he  tolerated,  and  still 
less  the  jiractice  of  the  Mohammedan  or  Jewish 
religion  ;  and  that  their  property  should  he  restored 
to  the  Prince  of  the  Peace  and  all  those  who  had 
suffered  by  the  revolution  of  Aranjuez.*  The 
property  thus  secured  or  promised  to  Godoy  was 
of  an  enormous  amount.  Just  before  signing  this 
second  abdication,  which  -vi'as  intended  to  be  kept 
secret  for  some  time,  Charles  named  Murat  lieute¬ 
nant-general  of  his  kingdom,  and  president  of  tlie 
government;  and  put  his  name  to  a  proclamation 
calling  upon  all  good  and  loyal  Spaniards  to  serve 
and  obey  Murat  as  they  would  King  Charles  him¬ 
self  ;  to  treat  the  French  soldiers  as  friends  and 
brothers;  to  beware  of  listening  to  treacherous 
men,  agents  of  England,  who  might  plunge  them 
into  ruin  by  seeking  to  stir  them  up  against  the 
French,  &c.  [But  before  this  time  it  was  a  bro¬ 
therhood  of  Cain  and  Abel— the  Spaniards  and 
French  had  begun  to  butcher  one  another  in  the 
streets  of  Madrid.]  After  lie  had  signed  his  abdi¬ 
cation  in  favour  of  his  father,  Ferdinand  was  called 
upon  to  sign  and  ratify  the  renunciation  which  his 
father  had  made  in  favour  of  Bonaparte,  and  to 
enter  into  a  separate  treaty  which  should  give  him 
and  his  brothers  and  his  uncle  Don  Antonio  pen¬ 
sions  and  provisions  in  lieu  of  their  hereditary 
rights.  Low  and  un-heroic  as  was  the  spirit  of 
the  Bourbon  prince,  he  is  said  to  have  offered  a 
stout  resistance,  and  only  to  have  yielded  at  last  to 
the  worst  of  tortures  and  racks — the  torliire  of  the 
mind  and  imagination,  and  to  threats  more  dread¬ 
ful  than  those  Avhich  had  been  formerly  employed 
to  work  upon  him.  Some  resistance  there  cer¬ 
tainly  must  have  been,  for  although  his  father  had 
finished  his  second  and  final  abdication  on  the  5th, 
Ferdinand  did  not  yield  until  the  10th  of  May. 
He  then  agreed  to  take  in  exchange  for  the  splen¬ 
did  crown  of  Spain  and  the  Indies,  the  palace, 
park,  and  farms  of  Navarre,  with  the  woods  there¬ 
unto  adjacent,  the  sum  of  000,000  francs  by  way  of 

•  This  iiul  of  iib'Ucnlion  was  si"ni'(l  by  Daroc  for  the  cini’cror,  uiid 
by  Uoiioy,  Tiiiiue  of  the  IVucc,  lor  King  Cliarlt-s. 
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outfit,  and  an  annual  pension  of 400, 000  francs  to  be 
paid  out  of  the  treasury  ofFrance.  Itwas  also  agreed 
that  Ferdinand’s  brothers,  Don  Carlos  and  Don 
Francisco  de  Paulo,  and  his  uncle  Don  Antonio 
should  have  incomes  and  appanages  in  France, 
and  be  allowed  to  enjoy  the  revenues  of  their 
several  commanderies,  or  landed  property  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  Spanish  orders  of  knighthood,  provided 
they  conformed  with  and  adhered  to  the  present 
treaty.*  As  these  princes,  who  merit  the  name  of 
Infants  in  another  sense  than  the  courtly  one,  were 
by  this  time  all  prisoners  in  Bayonne,  they  had 
nothing  to  do  but  to  conform,  and  take  such  pen¬ 
sions  and  houses  as  Bonaparte  might  choose  to 
give  them.  Charles  and  Maria  Luiza  were  allowed 
good  prizes  in  this  distribution  of  lottery  tickets  : 
the  Chateau  of  Chambord,  with  its  parks,  forests, 
and  farms,  was  given  to  them  in  full  property ;  the 
imperial  palace '  of  Compiegne,  with  its  parks, 
forests,  &c.,  was  put  at  the  disposition  of  King 
Charles,  who  was  to  have  and  to  enjoy  a  civil  list 
equal  to  30,000,000  of  Spanish  reals,  to  be  paid  by 
the  imperial  treasury  in  twelve  monthly  payments ; 
and  in  case  of  his  majesty’s  death  her  majesty  was 
to  have  as  a  dower  2,000,000  of  reals.  In  the 
treaty  with  Charles  itwas  e.xpressly  stipulated  that 
all  the  royal  family  and  Godoy  should  reside  in  the 
interior  of  France — or,  as  it  was  delicately  stated, 
“  the  emperor  engages  to  give  refuge  in  his  states 
to  King  Charles,  the  queen,  their  family,  the 
Prince  of  the  Peace,  and  all  such  of  their  servants 
as  may  choose  to  follow  them,  and  who  will  all 
enjoy  in  France  a  rank  equivalent  to  that  which 
they  possessed  in  Spain.”  As  the  drivellers  were  no 
longer  wanted  at  Bayonne,  they  were  sent  .away  to 
their  places  of  relegation  in  the  interior  of  France. 
Compiegne  was  far  enough  away  from  the  Pyre¬ 
nees,  and  had  it  been  ever  so  near  there  was 
nothing  to  apprehend  from  Charles  or  Maria 
Luiza  or  Godoy ;  but  the  palace  of  Navarre,  though 
granted  to  him  by  treaty,  was  not  considered  a  safe 
enough  prison  for  Ferdinand  and  the  other  Infants ; 
and  as  the  magnanimous  emperor  had  a  spite  to 
indulge  against  his  ex-minister  for  foreign  affairs, 
the  princes  were  all  conducted  to  Valencay  in  the 
very  heart  of  France,  and  there  lodged  in  the 
splendid  palace  or  mansion  of  Talleyrand.  They 
all  proved  most  docile  and  passive  prisoners ;  and 
during  the  four  or  five  years  that  the  Spanish 
people  were  wading  in  blood,  and  throwing,  away 
their  own  lives  for  the  purpose  of  restoring  the 
Bourbon  throne,  not  one  of  them  attempted  to 
escape  to  take  part  in  the  struggle,  or  appears  in 
any  other  way  to  have  given  the  slightest  uneasi¬ 
ness  to  Bonaparte  or  to  his  police  agents  who  con¬ 
stantly  watched  them.  When  an  adventurous  Ger¬ 
man  baron  in  the  pay  of  England  reached  Valen¬ 
cay,  after  many  risks  and  dangers,  Ferdinand 
refused  to  fly  with  him,  or  to  risk  anything  with  a 
man  who  bad  run  such  extreme  risks  to  liberate 
him.  He  smoked  his  eternal  cigar  in  peace  and 
happiness — at  least  it  maybe  doubted  whether  this 

*  ThU  treaty  was  signed  by  Duruc  and  Escoinuiz. 
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were  not  the  happiest  part  of  Ferdinand’s  whole 
life.  As  his  timidity  and  irresolution  were  so  well 
known,  and  as  great  reliance  was  placed  in  the 
passport  and  espionage  system  which  Bonaparte 
and  Fouche  had  brought  to  a  terrible  point  of  per¬ 
fection,  an  appearance  of  liberty  was  allowed  to  him 
and  to  the  other  Infants.  They  were  free  to 
range  through  the  park  and  woods  and  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  country ;  but  their  natural  indolence 
rarely  allowed  them  to  go  far  from  Talleyrand’s 
house  and  garden. 

By  his  treaty  with  Charles  IV.  the  Emperor  of 
the  French  was  to  elect  and  name  to  the  Spanish 
throne  whatsoever  prince  he  should  judge  ])ropcr. 
We  have  intimated  that  his  choice  fell  upon  his 
elder  brother.  Joseph,  who  was  w'ell  satisfied  with 
the  beautiful  kingdom  he  had  already  got  in  the 
south  of  Italy,  who  probably  foresaw  that  in  Spain 
there  would  be  more  fighting  than  feasting,  and 
who  said  with  perfect  truth  that  the  crown  of  Spain 
and  the  Indies  was  too  great  a  weight  for  his  head, 
was  so  little  in  a  hurry  to  repair  to  Bayonne  that 
Napoleon  found  himself  obliged  to  summon  him 
severtil  times,  and  at  last  to  dispatch  one  of  his  most 
confidential  aides-de-camp  to  put  more  speed  into 
the  indolent  and  self-indulgent  loiterer.  At  last, 
however — on  the  Gth  of  June — Joseph  arrived  ;  and 
a  so-called  junta,  or  assembly  of  notables  from  all 
parts  of  Spain,  was  convoked  to  meet  him  at  Ba¬ 
yonne,  to  adjust  with  him  a  new  Spanish  constilu- 
tion,  and  to  swear  fealty  to  him  as  their  lawful  sove¬ 
reign.  The  names  of  the  unnational  Spaniards  who 
repaired  at  the  summons  of  the  conqueror  to  a  foreign 
fortress,  to  receive  a  king  presented  to  their  country 
by  200,000  foreign  bayonets,  will  remain  on  the 
darkest  page  of  Spanish  history ;  and  their  conduct 
is  the  less  excusable,  as  by  this  time  the  Spanish 
people  w'ere  nearly  everywhere  flying  to  arms,  and 
manifesting  the  most  determined  national  spirit 
that  had  yet  been  shown  on  the  continent  since  the 
commencement  of  the  war  of  the  French  revolution. 
They  had  nothing  to  do  but  to  listen  and  obey, 
flatter  and  swear.  To  make  up  a  number,  some  of 
the  servants  who  had  followed  the  king  and  queen, 
or  Godoy  and  the  infants,  to  Bayonne  were  detained 
there,  and  thrust  into  this  junta,  which  was  de¬ 
clared  to  express  the  free  and  universal  will  and 
wish  of  the  Spaniards  to  have  Joseph  Bonaparte  tor 
their  king.  Such,  in  reality,  was  the  will  and  wish 
of  the  people,  that  Don  Jose,  unbacked  by  a  French 
force,  could  not  have  shown  himselt  in  any  city, 
town,  village,  or  hamlet  in  all  Spain,  without  being 
torn  to  pieces.  The  thing  called  a  Spanish  con¬ 
stitution  was  dictated  by  Bonaparte  himself,  and 
was  nothing  but  a  modified  copy  of  that  imperial 
constitution  with  which  he  had  blessed  France,  the 
modifications  being  all  in  favour  of  despotism  and 
absolutism.  As  the  most  promising  way  of  conci¬ 
liating  the  Spaniards,  the  largest  concessions  were 
made  to  their  religious  bigotry  and  intolerance  :  in 
this  constitution  it  was  expressly  declared  that 
“the  Catholic  Apostolic  and  Roman  religion  is  the 
1  only  religion  admitted  in  Spain  and  this,  in  fact, 
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was  the  first  article  in  this  precious  charter.  On 
the  23rd  of  June  King  Joseph  put  his  name  to  a 
proclamation  addressed  to  his  late  Neapolitan  sub¬ 
jects,  telling  them  that  Providence,  whose  designs 
are  unknown,  had  called  him  to  the  throne  of  Spain 
and  the  Indies ;  that  he  had  found  himself  under 
the  cruel  necessity  of  quitting  a  people  whom  he 
had  so  many  reasons  to  love ;  that  He  alone  who 
reads  the  hearts  of  men  could  judge  of  the  sincerity 
of  his  sentiments,  in  spite  of  which  he  had  yielded 
to  other  impulses,  and  had  accepted  a  new  king¬ 
dom,  the  government  of  which  was  transmitted  to 
him  in  virtue  of  the  cession  made  to  him  of  the 
rights  acquired  over  the  crown  of  Spain  by  his 
august  brother,  &c.  He.  told  the  Neapolitans  of 
the  good  he  had  done  them,  and  of  the  good  he  had 
intended  to  do  them ;  and  in  order  that  they  might 
have  no  reason  to  envy  the  fate  of  his  new  subjects, 
.Joseph  transmitted  them  a  skeleton  constitution, 
called  the  “  Statute  of  Bayonne,”  a  good  part  of 
which  was  altogether  incomprehensible  to  the  Nea¬ 
politans,  and  the  rest  a  mockery  and  insult  offered 
to  a  people  whom  he  had  left  in  beggary  and  in 
chains,  in  a  state  of  slavery  far  worse  than  any  they 
had,  known  under  their  Bourbon  kings,  and  in  a 
state  of  poverty  that  was  every  clay  increasing. 

After  the  Emperor  Napoleon  had  issued  a  de¬ 
cree  appointing  his  “  dearly  beloved  brother  .Joseph 
Napoleon,  king  of  Naples  and  Sicily,  to  the  crowns 
of  Spain  and  the  Indies,”  the  so-called  Spanish  junta 
at  Bayonne  held  their  twelfth  meeting  on  the  7th 
of  July,  the  day  appointed  for  the  acceptance  of 
the  constitution.  In  the  hall  where  they  assembled 
were  erected  a  magnificent  throne  and  a  richly  de¬ 
corated  altar.  A  Spanish  archbishop — the  arch¬ 
bishop  of  Burgos — officiated  at  the  altar  and  said 
mass;  and  Joseph  Bonaparte  seated  himself  on  the 
throne,  and  addressed  the  “gentlemen  deputies,” 
who  had  been  deputed  by  nobody,  and  who  repre¬ 
sented  no  part  of  the  Spanish  nation.  Knowing 
that  the  Spanish  patriots  or  insurgents  were  already 
calling  out  for  English  assistance,  and  knowing 
with  equal  certainty  that  that  assistance  would  be 
given,  the  intrusive  king  warned  the  junta  against 
the  “  eternal  enemies  of  the  continent,”  telling 
them  that  England,  favoured  by  the  troubles  which 
she  was  exciting  in  Spain,  would  hope  to  seize  all 
the  Spanish  colonies ;  and  that  every  good  Spaniard 
ought,  on  this  account,  to  open  his  eyes,  and  rally 
round  the  new  throne.  After  saying  that,  if  the 
Spaniards  were  only  disposed  to  make  as  many 
sacrifices  as  he  their  king  was,  Spain  would  soon 
be  tranquil  and  happy  within,  and  strong  and  puis¬ 
sant  without,  he  added,  “  We  with  confidenee  take 
the  engagement  that  it  shall  be  so  at  the  foot  of 
Almighty  God,  who  reads  in  the  hearts  of  men, 
who  disposes  of  them  at  his  pleasure,  and  who 
never  abandons  the  man  that  loves  his  country  and 
fears  only  his  own  conscience !”  The  new  consti¬ 
tution  was  then  read,  the  longest  part  of  it  consist¬ 
ing  of  the  clauses  which  regulated  the  succession 
in  the  Bonaparte  family,  and  which’scttled  the  pro¬ 
perty  of  the  crown,  the  civil  list,  and  the  like. 
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Although  Joseph  Bonaparte  piqued  himself  on  his 
literary  accomplishments  and  abilities,  his  brother 
Napoleon  did  not  admire  the  discourse  he  deli¬ 
vered  to  the  junta,  and  he  is  said  to  have  touehed 
it  up  with  his  own  pen,  before  sending  it  off  to 
Paris  to  be  printed  in  the  ‘  Momteur.’  But  even 
as  it  stands  in  that  repertory  of  almost  fabulous- 
looking  docum.ents,  decrees,  and  acts,  it  is  the  most 
wretched  piece  of  twaddle  that  had  hitherto  pro- 
ceded  from  these  quarters.  The  genius  both  of  the 
king-maker  and  of  the  made-king  appears  to  have 
been  crushed  by  the  sense  of  the  iniquity  and  trea¬ 
chery  which  had  been  committed,  by  the  useless 
hypocrisy  and  cant  they  were  practising  with  a 
handful  of  Spaniards,  who  had  either  been  tre¬ 
panned,  or  were  cowards,  knaves,  or  fools,  and  by 
the  menacing  aspect  of  the  Spanish  people.  After 
the  inaugural  speech  of  Joseph,  and  the  reading  of 
the  constitutional  act,  the  president  of  the  junta 
delivered  a  short  discourse,  and  then  the  members  of 
that  junta  all  swore  obedience  to  the  king,  the  con¬ 
stitution,  and  the  laws.  Murat,  who  had  certainly 
entertained  hopes  of  getting  the  kingdom  of  Spain 
for  liimself,  and  who  fancied  that  he,  as  a  fight¬ 
ing  man,  was  more  likely  to  obtain  full  posses¬ 
sion,  and  keep  it,  than  the  timid  and  effeminate 
Joseph,  who  had  not  the  slightest  pretension  to  the 
character  of  a  soldier,  had  been  called  from  Madrid 
to  be  present  at  Joseph’s  inauguration,  which  he 
witnessed  with  no  very  friendly  eye ;  but  a  few 
days  after,  or  on  the  15th  of  July,  the  great  king¬ 
maker  appointed  “  his  dearly  beloved  cousin  Joa¬ 
chim  Murat,  Grand  Duke  of  Berg,  to  the  throne 
of  Naples  and  Sicily,  which  remains  vacant  by  the 
accession  of  Joseph  Napoleon  to  the  kingdoms  of 
Spain  and  the  Indies.”*  For  a  time  the  soldier  of 
fortune  continued  to  regret  that  he  should  have  the 
smaller,  and  the  parvenu  merchant’s  clerk  the  larger 
kingdom  ;  but  Murat  had  afterwards  cause  to  be 
well  satisfied,  for,  when  not  called  away  to  serve  the 
emperor,  his  brother-in-law,  in  distant  foreign  wars, 
he  lived  joyously  and  tranquilly  enough  in  Naples 
his  capital ;  while  Joseph,  from  the  day  on  which  he 
entered  Spain,  was  exposed  to  dangers  which  must 
have  been  doubly  terrible  to  a  man  of  his  unwar¬ 
like  tem])erament,  and  was  condemned  to  lead  a 
flitting,  fugitive,  vagabond  existence  from  the  sum¬ 
mer  of  1808  to  the  summer  of  1813,  when  Lord 
Wellington  drove  him  across  the  Pyrenees,  and 
from  Madrid  his  capital,  for  the  last  of  many  times 
and  for  ever.  Letters  from  Joseph  Bonaparte  are 
still  extant  in  the  south  of  Italy,  wherein  he  declares 
that  from  the  time  when,  in  reluctant  obedience  to 
his  brother’s  commands,  he  quitted  Naples,  he  had 
not  known  one  single  happy  or  tranquil  day.  No 
man,  and  assuredly  not  Murat,  could  have  subdued 

*  Tliis  cmioHS  ilwunu'ut,  like  the  decree  'vveiiiting  .Toseidi  Kins 
of  Spain,  is  signed  '*  Nai'Oi.f.o.v,”  atnl  coun.ersigned  “  Markt,  mi¬ 
nister,  seeret.'iry  of  State.” 

In  .losepli’s  case  a  liclion  of  a  sanction  wins  ootanied  from  tlie  s<i- 
called  Sp.anish  junta  assembled  at  liayonne ;  but  in  Murat's  case  it 
was  not  thought  neeessary  to  demaml  from  the  poor  Neapolitans,  or 
a  fraemeiit  of  that  nation,  any  sanction  whatsoever.  'I'lie  Neaiioli- 
tans,'’howe'ver,  had  a  decided  change  for  the  better,  in  getling  Murat 
in  lien  of  Joseph. 
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the  difficulties  with  which  the  usurped  throne  of 
Spain  was  beset;  but  of  all  the  men  about  Napo¬ 
leon,  Joseph  was  perhaps  the  least  qualified  for  even 
struggling  with  these  difficulties.  Even  in  the  city 
of  Naples,  where  there  was  little  or  no  danger,  where 
there  were  scarcely  any  hostile  combinations  or 
dangerous  plots,  except  such  as  were  invented  by 
his  infamous  police-minister  Saliceti,  he  had  lived 
for  a  long  time  in  constant  dread  of  assassination, 
insurrection,  revolution  ;  and  from  these  unmanly 
fears,  and  from  the  bondage  of  the  Corsican  Jacobin 
and  Conventionist,  he  had  never  been  able  wholly 
to  liberate  himself. 

Advice  had  not  been  wanting  to  warn  Bonaparte 
of  the  perilous  nature  of  his  Spanish  enterpnze, 
and  to  prevent  his  rushing  into  that  war  which  he 
himself  afterwards  called  “  that  wretched  war, 
the  cause  of  my  ruin !”  Even  Fouchd,  his  police 
minister,  and  the  man  of  whom  he  stood  in  most 
awe,  pleaded  strongly,  but  in  vain,  against  the 
whole  enterprize.  “  As  for  Portugal,”  said  Fouche, 

“  let  her  take  her  fate — she  is  little  better  than  an 
English  colony.  But  the  King  of  Spain  has  given 
you  no  reason  to  complain ;  he  has  been  the  hum¬ 
blest  of  your  prefects  —  fleets,  troops,  sea-ports, 
money,  all  the  things  he  has  have  been  at  your 
disposition.  You  cannot  get  more  from  Spain  if 

you  take  the  country  from  him . Y^ou 

ought  to  be  aware  that  the  Spanish  people  are  not 
mild  and  phlegmatic  like  the  Germans!  [Bona¬ 
parte  had  conceived  that  it  would  not  be  much 
more  difficult  to  make  Joseph  King  of  Spain  than 
it  had  been  found  to  make  Jerome  King  of  W est- 
phalia.]  The  Spaniards  are  passionately  attached 
to  their  ancient  laws,  their  ancient  government, 
their  ancient  customs.  YTu  will  commit  an  error 
if  you  judge  of  the  national  character  by  the  spirit¬ 
less  character  of  the  higher  classes.  Take  heed 
you  do  not  convert,  by  an  act  of  aggression,  a  sub¬ 
missive  and  useful  tributary  kingdom  into  a  second 
Vendee !”  The  presumptuous  conqueror  replied 
that  the  character  of  the  Spanish  government  was 
contemptible,  that  Charles  IV.  was  imbecile,  that 
Godoy  was  a  scoundrel  and  unpopular,  and  that 
one  good  volley  of  French  artillery  would  scatter 
the  common  people  and  the  monks  who  led  them 
on  or  excited  them.  He  knew  at  the  moment,  or 
at  least  he  afterwards  seemed  to  admit  by  the  vast 
military  preparations  he  made,  and  by  the  great 
precautions  he  took,  that  the  fiery  peasantry  of 
Spain  would  not  be  so  easily  subdued  or  scattered  ; 
but  his  present  object  was  simply  to  beat  down  the 
objection  and  opposition  of  Fouchd,  to  whom  he 
also  exhibited  the  dazzling  nature  of  the  temptation 
which  lay  before  him  through  the  vices  of  the 
Spanish  government,  and  the  footing  he  was  ob¬ 
taining  in  tl  e  country  by  means  of  the  iniquitous 
treaty  of  Fontainebleau  and  the  marching  of  his 
troops  into  Portugal.  “  My  stake,”  said  he,  “the 
stake  I  play  for  is  immense!  I  will  continue  in 
my  own  dynasty  the  system  of  Louis  XIV.  and  the 
Bourbons,  and  unite  Spain  for  ever  to  the  destinies 
of  France.  Remember,  the  sun  never  sets  on  the 


empire  of  Charles  V. !”  And  at  this  moment,  no 
doubt,  his  heated  imagination  waved  the  sceptre  of 
the  great  Charles  over  both  hemispheres.  His 
crafty  police  minister  ventured  to  hint  that,  not¬ 
withstanding  the  courtesies  and  compliments  which 
had  passed  at  Tilsit,  there  might  be  but  slight  de¬ 
pendence  upon  the  friendship  or  sincerity  of  the 
Emperor  Alexander ;  that  Russia,  on  seeing  him 
engaging  in  a  ruinous  contest  in  Spain,  might 
renew  her  connection  with  England,  and  thus 
place  him  between  two  fires.  “Bah!”  said  he, 

“  you  talk  like  a  minister  of  police,  whose  habits 
teach  him  to  doubt  that  there  is  such  a  thing  as 
sincerity  in  the  world!”  No  man  in  the  world 
had  this  doubt  more  deeply  fixed  in  his  heart,  or 
more  thoroughly  interwoven  with  his  nature,  than 
Bonaparte  himself ;  yet  he  pretended  to  assure  his 
police  minister  that  the  czar  and  his  Tilsit  treaty 
were  entirely  to  be  depended  upon. 

Talleyrand,  in  a  style  more  courtly  and  per 
suasive  than  that  of  the  ex-Jacobin  and  sans-culotte 
Fouche,  endeavoured  to  turn  the  wilful  man  aw-ay 
from  his  project.  The  persuasive  tone,  the  exten¬ 
sive  information,  the  marvellous  political  sagacity 
of  this  minister,  must  have  prevailed  with  almost 
any  other  sovereign ;  but  they  w^ere  thrown  away 
upon  one  whose  successes  had  driven  him  mad. 
Bonaparte  complained  of  the  pertinacity  of  Talley¬ 
rand  ;  and  Talleyrand  now  began  to  speak  jjri- 
vately  of  Bonaparte  as  one  who  could  not  be  served, 
because  he  would  not  listen  to  any  advice  that  was 
contrary  to  a  preconceived  notion  or  to  a  cherished 
system.  In  a  discussion  on  the  affairs  of  Spain 
tire  Emperor  of  the  French  lost  all  respect  for  the 
high-born  and  able  minister  who  had  served  him 
so  long  and  so  well,  lost  all  command  of  his  temper, 
and  called  Talleyrand  “  traitor  ”  to  his  face.  But 
that  imperturbable,  impassive  face  betrayed  no  more 
emotion  than  one  of  the  marble  statues  in  the  Tuile- 
ries  garden.  Talleyrand  looked  placidly  out  upon 
that  garden  and  its  statues  from  the  wdndow  above ; 
but  when  he  went  home  he  shrugged  his  shoulders 
and  said,  “  This  is  the  beginning  of  the  end  !” 
(C’erf  le  commencement  cle  la  Jin!)  On  the  9th 
of  August,  1807,  just  eighteen  days  before  the  con¬ 
clusion  of  the  treaty  of  Fontainebleau,  which  was 
but  a  preparatory  step  to  the  greater  but  not  more 
iniquitous  Spanish  scheme,  Talleyrand  either  volun¬ 
tarily  resigned  or  was  dismissed  from  office ;  and 
Champagnv,  who  was  immeasurably  inferior  to  him 
in  ail  qualities  except  that  of  passive  obedience, 
was  put  into  his  place.  From  this  moment  nearly 
all  political  wisdom  and  moderation  disappeared 
froir  the  councils  of  Bonaparte,  who  had  been  far 
more  indebted  to  Talleyrand  than  French  or  any 
other  historians  seem  inclined  to  allow.  When  the 
Spanish  royal  family  were  all  kidnapped,  Ferdinand 
and  his  brothers  were,  as  w'e  have  seen,  quartered 
upon  Talleyrand,  or  sent  to  occupy  his  palace  at 
Valenqay;  and  by  a  sort  of  practical  epigram,  he 
and  his  opposition  to  the  will  of  the  emperor  were 
held  up  to  the  ridicule  of  those  who  had  often 
writhed  under  his  gentle-toned  but  terrible  sar- 
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casnis.  In  liis  capacity  of  grand-chamberlain,  the 
ex-minister  for  foreign  affairs  did  the  honours  of 
Bonaparte’s  court  at  Erfurt,  when  the  Emperor  of 
Russia  repaired  thither  to  renew  tlie  secret  con¬ 
ferences  which  had  been  held  at  Tilsit.  Bonaparte 
is  even  reported  to  have  consulted  him  several  times 
on  political  affairs,  and  to  have  said  that  they  ought 
never  to  have  quarrelled  or  parted.  But  at  the 
beginning  of  the  following  year  (1809),  when  Bo¬ 
naparte  hastily  returned  from  the  peninsula,  he 
deprived  him  of  the  post  of  grand-chamberlain, 
because  he  continued  to  denounce  the  Spanish  war, 
and  to  predict  nothing  but  ruin  from  it.  And  yet, 
in  spite  of  all  these  facts,  which  were  at  the  time 
notorious  and  known  to  every  one  in  Europe  that 
pretended  to  any  knowledge  of  public  affairs, 
Bonajiarte  and  his  memoir-writers  afterwards  jire- 
tended  to  assert  that  it  was  Talleyrand  who  first 
led  the  emperor  into  the  scheme  of  Spanish  con¬ 
quest;  and  that  the  cause  for  which  Talleyrand 
liad  been  disgracefully  driven  from  office  was  his 
])ropensity  to  stock-jobbing,  and  the  private  use  he 
made  of  official  information  ! 

Two  months  before  Murat  quitted  Madrid,  that 
capital  had  been  the  scene  of  a  dreadful  commotion. 
As  soon  as  the  people  learned  that  Ferdinand  was 
a  prisoner  in  the  hands  of  the  French,  they  began 
to  murmur,  to  move,  and  to  look  to  their  knives 
and  daggers.  On  the  2nd  of  May,  the  day  tixed 
for  the  departure  of  Charles  IV.’s  daughter,  the  e.x- 
queen  of  Etruria,  with  her  infant  son,  the  only 
members  of  the  house  of  Bourbon  that  remained 
in  Spain  (e.xcept  the  Cardinal  de  Bourbon,  arch¬ 
bishop  of  Toledo,  who  had  sent  to  Bayonne  a 
renunciation  of  all  right  or  pretension  to  the  suc¬ 
cession),  the  people  gathered  in  great  multitudes 
to  Avitness,  or,  if  possible,  to  prevent  the  departure. 
Surrounded  by  Murat’s  cavalry,  the  carriages  were 
allowed  to  drive  off ;  but  the  princess  and  her 
child  were  seen  Aveeping — a  sight  Avhich  increased 
the  popular  emotion — and  the  assembled,  excited 
multitude  gave  vent  to  tears,  lamentations,  and 
threats  ;  and  a  conflict  presently  ensued  between 
them  and  the  French.  From  400  to  500  French 
soldiers,  avIio  Avere  strolling  through  the  streets  in 
the  interior  of  the  city,  separately  or  in  small 
])arties,  and  Avithout  any  knowledge  of  the  storm 
Avhich  had  commenced  near  one  of  the  outer  gates 
of  the  town,  fell  murdered  and  mangled  under  the 
long,  sharp  Spanish  knife  ;  even  the  French  sick 
in  the  hospital  were  attacked,  for  this  “  Avar  to  the 
knife,”  this  Spanish  Avas  rarely  mitigated  by 

any  mercy.  Murat  poured  troops  and  artillery 
into  the  city,  and  soon  cleared  the  streets  Avith  some 
charges  of  cavalry  and  a  fcAV  discharges  of  grajie- 
shot.  The  number  of  Spaniards  Avho  fell  in  the 
streets  Avas  not  considerable — much  less  than  that 
of  the  Frenchmen  Avho  had  fallen  under  their 
knives  ;  but,  less  it  is  said  through  the  orders  of 
Murat,  Avho  Avas  not  naturally  cruel,  and  Avhose 
present  aim  Avas  conciliation,  thair  through  the 
advice  of  General  Grouchy,  and  through  the  un¬ 
controllable  fury  of  the  French  soldiery,  many 
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individuals  Avho  had  been  seized  in  the  streets 
Avere  condemned  to  be  shot,  without  so  much  as 
a  drum-head  trial,  and  in  spite  of  the  solemn 
assurances  given  by  the  friends  of  some  of  them 
that  they  had  taken  no  part  in  the  insurrection. 
They  Avere  shot  by  night  in  parties  of  tens  and 
dozens  at  a  time.  The  number  of  Spaniards  Avho 
thus  perished  is  variously  stated  at  from  500  to 
only  120  :  among  the  conflicting  reports  there 
seems  no  possibility  of  getting  at  the  truth ;  but 
as  these  military  e.xecutions  Avere  renCAved  on  the 
folloAving  night  and  on  the  night  after,  and  as  a 
a;ood  manv  ])easants  Avere  seized  Avith  the  knife  and 
the  red  hand,  it  Avill  probably  not  be  over-stating 
the  number  of  victims  to  put  it  at  200.*  But 
even  the  highest  of  the  number  Ave  ha\’e  mentioned 
was  far  inferior  to  the  amount  of  massacre  in  which 
the  ])opulace  believed  :  the  common  people  of 
Madrid  and  the  neighbourhood  gave  out  that  some 
thousands  of  Spaniards  had  been  murdered  in  cold 
blood  for  no  other  crime  than  that  of  loving  their 
country  and  their  royal  family  ;  and  these  iiopular 
exaggerations,  Avhich  were,  rapidly  circulated  in  all 
directions,  seemed  to  obtain  conlirmation  from  an 
article  in  the  ‘  Moniteur,’  stating  that  a  handful  of 
French  had  ])erished,  and  that  thousands  {quelqucs 
rnULiers)  of  Spaniards  had  fallen.  To  diminish 
his  OAvn  loss  Avas  the  unvarying  practice  of  Bona¬ 
parte  ;  and  in  this  instance  he  multiplied  the  deaths 
of  his  enemies  in  order  to  strike  terror  into  the 
Spanish  nation.  But  the  calculation  Avas  a  bad 
one  :  instead  of  terror  it  multiplied  hatred  and 
revenge,  and  it  made  other  people  besides  the 
Spaniards  believe  in  a  massacre  much  more  atro¬ 
cious  than  any  that  had  really  taken  place.  For 
the  present  Madrid  remained  in  a  sullen  tran¬ 
quillity,  Murat  publishing  on  the  5th  of  May  a 
proclamation  of  amnesty.  But,  though  got  under 
there,  the  flames  of  insurrection  broke  out  simul¬ 
taneously  in  many  tOAvns  and  villages  of  Noav  Castile, 
and  spread  most  rapidly  thence  to  Old  Castile,  to 
Navarre,  to  Andalusia,  to  Valencia,  to  Catalonia,  to 
the  Biscayan  provinces,  to  every  province  and  dis¬ 
trict  of  Spain,  and  to  almost  every  town  in  the 
kingdom  excepting  those  occupied  by  strong  French 
garrisons.  The  conflagration  raged  still  more 
violentlvTvhen  the  Spaniards  Avere  informed  by 
successive  ])roclainations  that  F'erdinand  had  re¬ 
nounced  his  rights  to  the  Emperor  of  the  French, 
that  the  emperor  had  been  pleased  to  give  the 
croAvn  to  his  brother,  and  that  Joseph  Avas 

*  Colonel  Nn)iier,  whose  ennerness  for  impartiality  .and  whose  love 
of  contradiction  render  him  ill  fact  partial  to  the  i'rench,  says  it  is 
errtnin  that,  including;  the  peasant.s  shot  outside  the  flutes,  tlie  whole 
unmher  of  Spaniards  slain  did  not  amount  to  120  persons.— History  of 
the  H'm-  in  the  Peninsula  and  in  the  &iuth  of  France  frvm  the  Year  IsOT 
to  the  Year  la  14. 

lint,  as  is  not  unusual  with  him  in  his  holdest  assertions,  Colonel 
Napier  jtives  no  anthoritv  to  back  this  certainty,  or  to  vouch  fur  tho 
number  of  the  slain,  llonapartc’s  Hovernmeut,  which  so  et're{;iously 
I'alsilied  the  numbers  in  the  ‘  Moniteur,’  never  |,'nvc  any  resister  of  tho 
deaths:  there  w.is,  apiiareutlv,  no  resNter  kept  by  the  distracted, 
panic-stricken  municipality  of  Madrid,  nor  does  any  tipaniard  in  that 
city  appear  to  have  known  what  numbers  were  executed.  .Vs  tlie 
fusillades  took  place  in  difl'erent  parts  of  the  town  and  suburbs,  and 
were  performed  bv  different  companies,  it  is  protiable  and  almost  cer¬ 
tain  that  not  one  of  the  French  soldiers  knew  the  total  amount  of  the 
slain. 
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coming  to  take  possession.  In  vain  the  native 
Spanish  ministers,  and  other  authorities  whom 
Bonaparte  had  appointed  to  aid  his  brother  in  the 
task  of  government,  issued  manifestos  to  assure 
the  people  that  they  would  gain  immensely  by  these 
political  changes,  that  the  French  aimed  at  nothing 
but  the  good  of  their  country,  that  their  holy  church 
and  their  ancient  usages  would  be  respected,  re¬ 
vered  ;  in  vain  these  unnational  Spaniards  sent  out 
agents  to  make  converts,  and  get  up  a  party  for  King 
Joseph;  their  manifestos  were  spit  upon  and  torn 
to  pieces,  their  agents  wlierever  they  were  detected 
by  the  people  were  slaughtered,  and  they  tliemselves, 
ministers  and  high  functionaries,  or  grandees,  as 
they  were,  could  not  show  their  faces  outside  of 
the  walls  of  Madrid,  unless  they  were  shielded  by 
a  body  of  French  troops.  After  Murat  had  taken 
his  departure,  the  management  of  a  large  part  of 
the  French  army  fell  to  men  who  had  little  of  his 
soldier-like  magnanimity,  who  encouraged  rather 
than  checked  the  fury  of  the  soldiery,  e-vasperated 
by  the  frequent  deaths  of  their  comrades,  cut  off 
singly  or  in  straggling  parties  ;  and  who  adopted  as 
a  principle  that  so  unfriendly  and  stubborn  a 
people  was  to  be  subjugated  only  by  fire  and  sword. 
As  in  Calabria,  cruelty  begot  cruelty,  excess  e.\:- 
cess :  from  the  beginning  of  the  conflict  between 
the  French  and  Spaniards,  to  the  end  of  it,  it  was 
a  war  of  wild  beasts;  nor  could  the  British  officers 
ever  convince  the  Spanish  peasantry  that  they 
ought  not  to  torture  and  then  butcher  the  treache¬ 
rous  kidnappers  of  their  king,  the  unprovoked  in¬ 
vaders  of  their  country.  “  Let  them  restore  King 
Ferdinand  and  his  brother,  cease  insulting  our 
monks,  and  violating  our  nuns,  plundering  our 
towns,  and  burning  our  villages;  let  them  quit  our 
country  and  go  back  to  their  own,  and  then  we 
will  sheathe  our  knives  and  do  them  no  harm  ;” — 
such  was  the  universal  conviction  of  the  peasants, 
and  it  was  utterly  hopeless  to  talk  to  them  of  the 
usages  of  civilized  warfare.  They  were  not  civi¬ 
lized  ;  and  never  was  a  more  maddening  provoca¬ 
tion  given  to  a  naturally  fierce  people  than  that 
which  was  given  to  the  Spaniards  by  the  treache¬ 
rous  manner  in  which  their  country  was  invaded, 
and  in  the  ruthless  way  in  which  the  war  was  very 
soon  carried  on  by  the  French. 

Even  before  the  explosion  at  Madrid,  a  popular 
insurrection  had  broken  out  in  Toledo,  where  men 
once  made  good  sword-blades,  and  still  knew  how  to 
use  them.  When  the  intrusive  King  Joseph  crossed 
the  frontiers,  surrounded  by  a  French  and  Italian 
army,  he  found  no  Spaniard  to  welcome  him,  or  say, 
God  bless  him.  At  Viltoria  the  townspeople  seemed 
disposed  to  prevent  his  entrance,  and  would  certainly 
have  fallen  upon  him  but  for  his  artillery  and  troops. 
He  entered  ^ladrid  on  the  20th  of  July;  and  on 
the  24th  of  that  montli  he  was  proclaimed  king. 
But  by  this  time  a  local  Spanish  government  was 
established  at  Seville,  which  took  to  itself  the  title 
of  “  Supreme  Junta  of  Spain  and  the  Indies,”  re¬ 
newed  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  Ferdinand  VII., 
issued  a  formal  declaration  of  war  against  the  usur- 


TRANSACTIONS 1808. 

per  Joseph,  called  upon  all  Spaniards  between  the 
ages  of  sixteen  and  forty-five  to  fly  to  arms,  sum¬ 
moned  some  veteran  Spanish  troops,  at  the  camp 
of  St.  Roque,  under  the  rock  of  Gibraltar,  to  marcli 
to  Seville;  and  ordered  General  the  Marquis  of 
Solano  to  altack  and  seize  a  French  squadron  of 
five  sail  of  the  line  and  a  frigate,  which  had  taken 
rei'uge  in  the  harbour  of  Cadiz  from  the  pursuit  of 
the  English.  Solano  hesitated,  incurred  the  fatal 
suspicion  of  being  a  French  partisan,  and  w’as  mur¬ 
dered  by  the  people  of  Cadiz.  Nearly  at  the  same 
time,  and  on  account  of  the  same  suspicion.  Count 
de  Aguilar  was  butchered  by  the  people  of  Seville. 
Don  T.  Morla,  who  succeeded  to  the  Marquis  of 
Solano’s  command,  seized  all  the  French  ships,  and 
made  prisoners  of  all  the  officers  and  crews,  having 
refused  English  assistance.  Before  receiving  the 
summons  of  the  Seville  junta,  and  even  before  the 
formation  of  that  governing  body.  General  Casta- 
nos,  who  commanded  the  army  of  Andalusia  at  St. 
Roque,  had  adopted  the  resolution  of  resisting  the 
French,  and  applied  to  English  officers  for  aid  and 
assistance.* 

As  early  as  the  8th  of  April,  General  Castanos 
dispatched  a  confidential  agent  to  Sir  Hew 
Dalrymple,  acting  Governor  of  Gibraltar,  to  ac¬ 
quaint  him  with  the  present  state  of  things  at 
Madrid,  and  with  all  the  circumstances  that 
preceded  and  accompanied  the  revolution  of  Aran- 
juez,  which  had  placed  Ferdinand  on  the  throne. 
This  Spanish  agent  represented  to  Dalrymple  that 
there  was  an  end  to  the  policy  which  under  Charles 
IV.  and  Godoy  had  made  Spain  the  servant  of 
France  and  the  foe  of  England  ;  that  men  of  na¬ 
tional  spirit  and  political  talent  were  now  rallying 
round  the  throne  of  Ferdinand  ;  that  the  nation 
itself  had  caught  thej  impulse,  and  was  prepar¬ 
ing  in  the  most  energetic  manner  to  support  its 
new  monarch;  that  Catalonia,  Aragon,  and  Valen¬ 
cia  had  already  ofl'ered  to  raise  and  maintain  an 
army  of  150,000  men;  that  it  was  not  doubted 
that  this  example  would  be  universally  followed ; 
and  that,  in  fine,  it  was  believed  that  should  the 
perfidy  of  the  French,  now  only  suspected,  be 
proved  by  subsequent  acts,  the  French  troops,  not- 

•  lu  spite  of  Spain’s  bein;;  in  a  state  of  war  with  England,  there  had 
been  for  many  months  a  friendly  intercourse  maintained  between  ihe 
lirilish  garrison  and  Governor  of  Gibraltar  and  the  Spani.irds  living 
at  St.  Roque  and  the  neighbourhood.  This  was  productive  of  mutual 
convenience,  was  highly  agreeable  to  the  Sjiaiiisli  peasantry,  who  had 
fruits  and  vegetables,  and  other  things  lor  sale;  it  was  more  tliun 
winked  at,  it  was  sanctioned,  bv  General  Castahos,  between  wliom  and 
the  resident  governor  of  the  rock,  Sir  Hew*  Dalrymple,  a  very  friendly 
correspondence  had  existed.  But  towards  the  end  of  the  year  1807, 
when  the  French  columns  began  to  enter  Spain,  it  was  ofTicially  noti- 
lied  to  Sir  Hew  that  Castanos  had  received  the  orders  of  his  guvern- 
inent  to  stop  all  manner  of  comnuiuicatiou  with  Gibraltar ;  and,  Irora. 
this  date,  the  fortress  had  been  held  ui  a  rigorous  state  of  blockade. 
Shortly  after  receiving  Castanos’  intimation,  Sir  Hew  Dalrymple  was 
informed  hy  Dord  Stranglord,  the  British  minister  at  Bishun,  that  it 
was  certainly  a  part  of  Bonaparte's  plan  of  operations  to  possess  him¬ 
self  of  Gibraltar.  The  necessary  preparations  were  pnunplly  made 
to  meet  the  danger  when  it  should  arrive  ;  and  a  body  ol  troops, 
under  the  command  of  General  Spencer,  that  was  on  its  way  to  Sicily, 
was  stopped  and  landed  on  this  important  rock.  Some  of  the  silliest 
of  the  Spaniards  were  elated  with  the  hope  of  getting  possession  of 
Gibraltar  throiigli  Bonaparte’s  means;  but  it  should  appear  that  the 
vast  majority  of  the  Andalusians  had  no  such  expei'tation,  atnl  Mcie 
transported  with  fury  t)n  learning  the  marching  ot  French  columns 
llirough  Spain,  foreseeing,  as  their  imbecile  L'oscnimont  ought  io  have 
done,  that  there  was  more  in  the  wind  than  the  mere  seizure  of 
Portugal. 
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withstanding  their  discipline  and  numbers,  would 
be  overwhelmed  by  an  enraged  and  formidable 
popvdation,  roused  into  action  by  wrongs  and 
insults.*  Our  foreign  secretar}^,  Lord  Castle- 
reagh,  with  all  his  usual  activity  and  energy,  seems 
to  have  been  liable  to  fits  of  oblivion  or  negligence, 
bir  Hew  Halrymple,  losing  no  time,  wrote  and 
sent  off  a  dispatch  on  the  Sth  of  April,  requesting 
to  be  furnished  with,  at  least,  provisional  instruc¬ 
tions  ;  but  the  noble  secretary’s  answer  was  dated 
the  25th  of  May,  and  was  not  received  till  June. 
In  the  meanwhile,  however.  Sir  Hew  continued 
an  intercourse  with  Castahos,  chiefly  through  the 
medium  of  a  native  merchant  of  Gibraltar,  named 
Manuel  Viali.  As  events  were  precipitated,  and 
as  the  designs  of  the  French  became  more  fully 
known,  General  Castahos  became  the  more  eager  for 
the  conclusion  of  some  agreement  with  the  English  •, 
but  Sir  Hew  could  not  enter  into  any  engagement 
upon  his  own  responsibility,  and  merely  held  out 
hopes,  and  hinted  at  advantages  and  securities 
which  his  government  might  desire. When  the 
junta  of  Seville  was  formed,  and  when  Castahos 
acknowledged  its  authority  with  the  hope  that  all 
the  patriots  of  Spain  would  equally  submit  to  it, 
Sir  Hew  Halrymple  furnished  him  with  some  sup¬ 
plies,  lent  assistance  to  bring  over  some  Spanish 
troops  from  Ceuta,  and  encouraged  the  merchants 
of  Gibraltar  to  oj)en  a  subscription  for  the  patriots. 
To  their  honour,  the  Gibraltar  merchants  sub¬ 
scribed  in  a  few  minutes  about  40,000  hard  dollars 
without  premium,  and  on  the  sole  security  of  the 
junta  of  Seville.  This  seasonable  supply  enabled 
Castahos  to  obey  the  summons  of  the  junta,  and 
get  his  troops  in  marching  order  ;  and  on  the  6th 
of  June  the  Spanish  general,  accompanied  by 
Captain  Whittingham,  an  English  officer  who  had 
passed  much  of  his  early  life  in  Spain,  set  out  for 
Seville  to  consult  with  that  government  as  to  the 
measures  proper  to  be  prursued  in  order  to  prevent 
the  French  from  crossing  the  Sierra  Morena,  or  to 
drive  them  back  if  they  had  crossed.  On  the  Sth 
of  June  arrived  Lord  Castlereagh’s  tardy  dis¬ 
patch,  acquainting  Sir  Hew  Halrymple  with  the 
intention  of  our  government  to  afford  the  loyal 
party  in  Spain  the  assistance  of  10,000  men,  which 
seemed  to  be  the  number  of  British  troops  that 
General  Castahos  immediately  required.  The 
secretary,  however,  cautioned  Sir  Hew  not  to  risk 
so  small  a  force  inland  or  far  from  communication 
with  the  English  fleet.  At  the  time  when  Castle¬ 
reagh’s  dispatch  was  dated  im  such  measure  had 
taken  place,  but  four  days  before  the  dispatch  was 
received  at  Gibraltar — on  the  4th  of  June,  the 
birth-day  of  George  HI. — a  proclamation  issued 
from  the  queen’s  palace  at  Buckingham  House, 
stating  that  his  majesty,  having  taken  into  consi¬ 
deration  the  glorious  resolution  of  the  Spaniards 

•  Memoir  written  by  Gen.  Sir  Hew  Dalrymi'le,  Ibirt.  of  Ivis  pro¬ 
ceeding's  us  connected  with  the  ulfairs  of  Spain  and  the  commencement 
of  the  I’euinsulur  war. 

•f*  At  this  early  stajxe  Sir  TIew  Dalrymple  threw  out  loose  sugpes- 
tions  about  the  propriety  of  the  Spaniards  putting;  us  in  possession 
}n>t  trm{j>/rc  of  (.^euta  and  Minorca,  hinting,',  lliat  otlicrwisc  tlie  hrench 
inijjht  take  those  important  places. 
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to  deliver  their  country  from  the  tyranny  and 
usurpation  of  France,  and  the  assurances  his 
majesty  had  received  from  several  of  the  provinces 
of  Spain  of  their  friendly  disposition  towards  Eng¬ 
land,  he  was  pleased  to  order  that  all  hostilities 
against  Spain  should  immediately  cease — that  the 
blockade  of  all  the  ports  of  Spain,  except  such  as 
might  be  still  under  the  control  or  in  the  actual 
possession  of  the  French,  should  be  forthwith 
raised — that  all  ships  and  vessels  belonging  to 
Spain  should  have  free  admission  into  the  ports  of 
his  majesty’s  dominions — that  the  ships  belonging 
to  Spain  met  at  sea  by  our  ships  and  cruisers 
should  be  treated  as  ships  of  a  friendly  state, 
&c.  &c.*  On  the  9th  of  June  Admiral  Lord  Col- 
lingwood,  who  had  been  watching  Toulon,  came 
down  to  Gibraltar  with  two  ships  of  the  line,  being- 
attracted  thither  by  intelligence  he  had  obtained  of 
the  rapid  progress  of  the  Spanish  insurrection,  and 
by  letters  he  had  received  from  Sir  Hew  Hal¬ 
rymple.  On  the  10th  Collingwood  went  through 
the  straits  to  Cadiz,  to  take  the  command  of  the 
whole  of  the  fleet  assembled  there,  and  to  give  such 
encouragement,  and  such  supplies  as  he  could 
spare.  He  carried  with  him  Major  Cox,  whom 
Sir  Hew  Halrymple  had  selected  to  reside  as  con¬ 
fidential  agent  at  Seville.  Collingw-ood,  who 
admired  and  loved  the  good  parts  of  the  Spanish 
character,  was  not  blind  to  its  defects  and 
though  he  had  great  hopes  that  this  universal 
rising  would  be  attended  with  important  results, 
he  very  clearly  foresaw  that  numerous  and  great 
errors  would  be  committed,  and  that  the  struggle 
would  not  end  quite  so  soon  as  men  of  more 
hope  and  less  knowledge  and  experience  seemed 
to  imagine.t  General  Spencer  soon  followed 
to  Cadiz  with  5000  men,  but,  through  sundry 
jealousies  and  other  circumstances  hereafter  to  be 
mentioned,  these  troops  were  not  landed  there,  nor 
in  any  part  of  the  Andalusian  coast,  but  were  after¬ 
wards  disembarked  in  Portugal,  as  an  important 
reinforcement  to  the  army  which  Sir  Arthur  Wel¬ 
lesley  commanded.  The  very  first  assistance  which 
the  Spaniards  received  from  the  English  was  not 
therefore  of  great  amount,  but  it  would  have  been 
greater  but  for  the  jealous  tempers  of  Morla,  the 
governor  of  Cadiz,  and  of  the  ruling  majority  in 
the  junta  of  Seville;  and,  such  as  it  was.  General 
Castaiios  always  expressed  his  w'arm  gratitude  for 
it  to  Sir  Hew  Halrymple,  who,  considering  the 
caution  and  circumspection  of  his  character,  the 
very  peculiar  situation  in  which  he  was  placed 
(Spain  being  in  a  state  of  war  with  England,  and 

•  It  was  not,  however,  until  January,  1809.  that  the  treaty  acknow¬ 
ledging  Ferdinand  VII.  was  sigm*d  between  Kngland  and  Sj»aiu. 

f  The  gtuipowder  which  w;is  first  furnished  by  the  Kuglisli  fieet 
was  immediately  fired  away  by  the  Spaniards  iu  honour  of  a  saint 
wliose  festival  thev  n' ere  then  celebrating;  and  when  they  riMjuested 
a  farther  supply,  Lord  Collingwood  informe<l  them  that  he  could 
spare  no  more,  unless  they  would  promise  to  re.scrve  it  for  sinners,  and 
not  for  saints.  There  were  about  this  time  very  frequent  rumours  of 
defeats  sustained  by  the  French,  iu  all  parts  of  Spain  ;  and  for  one  of 
these  imaginary  successes  the  town  of  Cadi/  was  illuminated.  “  I 
always  thought  that  this  victory,”  s;iid  Lord  Collingwood,  on  observ¬ 
ing  their  ]>reparations,  “  was  a  doubtful  and  dark  afl'air ;  Imt  I  see 
now  Unit  they  are  going  to  throw  some  light  upon  it.” — Meininrs  t>f 
Vice-Admiral  Litrd  Cviiingwovdi  ^c.  by  0.  Nexenham  VvUingivuod, 
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there  being,  if  not  a  possibility  of  deception  on  tbe  i 
part  of  Castanos,  an  exceedingly  great  probability 
that  tbe  Spaniards  might  make  a  bad  use  of  the  ' 
money  and  materials  he  sent  them),  and  the  heavy 
responsibility  he  lay  under,  acting  without  in¬ 
structions  from  his  government,  and  in  the  painful 
state  of  uncertainty  occasioned  by  Lord  Castle- 
reagh’s  long  and  scarcely  excusable  silence,  must, 
we  conceive,  be  entitled  to  great  praise  for  the 
exertions  he  made  in  behalf  of  the  patriots.  We 
know,  indeed,  that  the  unanimous  and  passionate 
feeling  of  the  officers  and  British  merchants  at 
Gibraltar  impelled  him  forward  ;  but  still  another 
man,  placed  in  his  situation,  might  have  hesitated  j 
ere  he  took  any  steps  which  were  not  sanctioned  j 
by  his  government,  and  Avhich  might  have  drawn 
down  severe  censure  upon  him.  It  was  an  irre¬ 
gular  act,  of  no  trifling  amount,  to  send  military 
stores  and  money  into  a  country  with  which  the 
King  of  Great  Britain  was  actually  in  a  state  of 
hostility.  His  king’s  proclamation  did  not  reach 
him  until  a  good  many  days  after  the  reception  of 
the  foreign  secretary’s  very  cautious  reply  to  his 
dispatch  or  dispatches  ;  and  even  in  this  reply  Sir 
Ilew  was  told  not  to  commit  either  the  faith  of  his 
government,  or  the  forces  under  his  command, 
unnecessarily,  or  for  an  inadequate  object.  Nor 
was  it  until  the  month  of  June  was  somewhat 
advanced  that  the  slow  and  perplexed  junta  of 
Seville,  composed  of  men  not  much  accustomed  to 
])ublic  business,  and  scarcely  adequate  to  the  per¬ 
formance  of  the  excessively  difficult  duties  they 
had  undertaken,  declared  themselves  at  peace  with 
England,  and  sent  four  commissioners  to  London, 
for  the  purpose  of  settling  diplomatic  relations  be¬ 
tween  their  country  and  ours.* 

When  Captain  Whittiugham  joined  Castanos, 
he  found  that  that  general  had  fixed  his  head¬ 
quarters  at  Utrera,  where  he  had  5000  disciplined 
troops,  and  that  he  had  occupied  Carmona  with 
3000  more  men  of  the  same  class ;  and  very 
shortly  after,  Castanos  incorporated  12,000  men, 
selected  from  the  mass  of  the  fine  peasantry  of 
Andalusia.  He  had  thus  assembled  and  formed, 
ill  a  wonderfully  short  space  of  time,  an  army  of 
20,000  men  ;  he  had  also  organised  the  staff  of 
his  army,  and,  upon  the  whole,  had  placed  his 
forces  in  such  a  state  of  equipment  as  to  be  fit  for 
offensive  operations  against  the  enemy. t  It  was 
mainly  in  consequence  of  this  activity,  which 
Castanos  could  not  have  displayed  but  for  the 
timely  assistance  of  Sir  Hew  Dalrymple,  who  had 
helped  him  to  take  his  first  and  most  difficult 
step — in  all  things  c^est  le  premier  pas  (pii  coute — 
that  the  French  general  Dupont  was  awed — was 
induced  to  halt  and  to  remain  a  considerable  time 
inactive  at  Cordova,  a  halt  which  allowed  other 
Spanish  corps  to  gather  round  him,  and  which 
eventually  led  to  Dupont’s  disgraceful  capitulation. 

When  the  war  of  independence  began,  the  or¬ 
ganised  Spanish  force  was  roughly  estimated  at 

•  CoUiiigwood.  Lftter  to  his  Wife,  dated  15th  of  Jauc,  1808* 

f  Sir  Uew  Dalrympk*,  Memoirs. 


12'7,000  men  of  all  arms,  but  of  this  number 
15,000  men  were  far  away,  serving  and  shivering 
under  the  banner  of  Bonaparte,  in  Holstein  and 
other  regions  of  the  Baltic :  and  nearly  20,000, 
concentrated  in  Portugal,  were  obeying  the  orders 
of  Junot.  Of  the  92,000,  or  thereabouts,  that  re¬ 
mained,  not  less  than  30,000  were  mere  militia  •, 
but  about  11,000  were  Swiss  infantry,  with  all  the 
discipline,  steadiness,  and  bravery  for  which  Hel¬ 
vetic  troops  have  always  been  celebrated.  Thus 
the  number  of  native  regular  troops  actually  on  foot 
on  the  soil  of  Spain  did  not  exceed  51,000  men; 
and  these,  for  the  most  part,  were  but  indifferently 
officered  by  ofi'shoots  of  the  Spanish  aristocracy, 
who  were  impatient  of  fatigue  and  of  subordina¬ 
tion,  and  who,  speaking  generalhq  and  with  due 
honour  to  the  exceptions,  possessed  but  few  essen¬ 
tial  military  qualities.  There  was  another  capital 
deficiency ;  in  the  whole  Spanish  army  there  was 
not  a  single  staff  deserving  of  the  name — their  staffs 
were  sticks.  These  troops  were  widely  dispersed  in 
different  parts  of  the  kingdom;  but  the  largest 
body  among  them  happily  chanced  to  be  on  the 
southern  side  of  the  Sierra  Morena  and  in  Anda¬ 
lusia.  In  addition  to  the  30,000  militia,  there 
was  a  sort  of  local  reserve,  called  Los  Urbanos,  or 
Urban  Militia,  a  most  irregular  and  motley  force, 
but  which,  though  not  worth  much  in  the  field, 
could  supply  the  place  of  better  troops  in  the  towns. 
At  the  same  moment,  or  in  the  month  of  May,  the 
French  army,  e.xclusive  of  the  30,000  men  in  Por¬ 
tugal  with  Junot,  was  about  80,000  strong ;  but 
not  more  than  10,000  were  capable  of  service  in 
the  field,  the  rest  being  in  the  hospitals  or  in  the 
depots.  There  were  some  of  Bonaparte’s  best  men, 
imperial  guards  and  veteran  regiments  of  the  line, 
but  the  much  larger  number  was  made  up  of  con¬ 
scripts,  Swiss,  Italians,  Poles,  and  even  Portuguese, 
whom  Junot  had  forcibly  levied.  But  at  Bayonne, 
ready  to  march  into  Spain  at  any  moment,  was  an 
army  of  reserve,  under  General  Drouet,  more  than 
20,000  strong  ;  and,  close  in  the  rear  of  this  army 
of  reserve,  other  French  corps  were  collected.  The 
French  army,  too,  like  the  Spanish,  w'as  at  first 
scattered  over  a  wide  extent  of  country ;  and  Gene¬ 
ral  Duhesme,  with  12  or  13,000  men,  remained  for  a 
considerable  time  on  the  eastern  or  Mediterranean 
coast,  with  his  communications  pretty  open  with 
the  south-east  of  France,  but  with  his  communica¬ 
tions  with  Madrid  and  the  moving  columns  of  the 
main  army  completely  cut  off.  Duhesme  had,  in 
fact,  a  campaign,  or  rather  a  war,  of  his  own  to 
manage,  with  his  own  resources  ;  and  the  fierce  and 
hardy  Catalans  soon  made  him  feel  what  a  terrible 
war  it  was.  Except  with  reference  to  Duhesme’s 
corps  dfarmee,  Bonaparte’s  grand  object  in  the 
distribution  of  his  troops  was  to  secure  Madrid, 
which  he  very  incorrectly  fancied  to  be  another 
Paris,  “  the  centre  of  all  interests,”  and  to  secure 
the  great  line  of  communication  between  Bayonne 
and  the  Spanish  capital.  Murat  had  weakened  the 
detachments  that  guarded  this  great  line  of  com¬ 
munication,  and  had  almost  isolated  the  French  at 
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Madrid  ;  but,  at  the  first  blush  of  insurrection, 
Marshal  Bessieres  was  sent  back  towards  Navarre. 
Bessieres  must  have  received  considerable  rein¬ 
forcements,  either  from  Urouet’s  army  of  reserve, 
or  from  some  other  corps  in  France,  for  in  the 
month  of  June  his  army  was  from  23  to  2.5,000 
strong.  It  was  called  the  “Army  of  the  Western 
Pyrenees,”  as  that  of  Duhesme,  at  the  other  extre¬ 
mity  of  that  stupendous  chain  of  mountains,  was 
called  “  the  Army  of  the  Eastern  Pyrenees.” 

It  fell  to  the  lot  of  Marshal  Bessieres  to  fight  the 
first  battle  that  was  fought  against  the  Spanish 
patriots.  On  the  14th  of  June,  which  was  many 
days  before  the  Emperor  Napoleon  had  finished  his 
arrangements  at  Bayonne,  and  just  twenty-three 
days  before  bis  brother  Joseph,  being  inaugurated  as 
King  of  Spain,  produced  his  Spanish  constitution, 
and  made  the  members  of  the  itinerant  junta  swear 
eternal  fidelity  to  it  and  to  him,  Bessieres  found 
himself  confronted  by  the  old  Spanisli  general 
Cuesta,  who  occupied  the  heights  of  Medina  del 
Rio  Seco,  a  few  leagues  from  the  city  of  Valladolid. 
With  far  more  enthusiasm  and  valour  than  pru¬ 
dence,  the  fiery  Spanish  veteran,  with  his  raw 
levies  and  a  few  Walloon  regiments,  and  without 
any  cavalry,  risked  a  general  action,  and  sustained 
a  complete  defeat.  From  5000  to  6000  Spaniards 
were  left  killed  or  wounded  on  the  field  ;  1200  of 
them  were  taken  prisoners  •  and  Cuesta  besides 
lost  18  guns — nearly  all  his  artillery — and  a  great 
store  of  ammunition.  The  battle  w’as  savagely- 
fought  ;  and  little  mercy  was  shown  in  the  pursuit 
which  followed  the  defeat,  for  a  report  ran  througli 
Bessieres’  army  that  Cuesta’s  Spaniards  had 
brought  with  them  ropes,  fetters,  and  chains 
wherewith  to  tie  up  the  PTench  prisoners  they 
should  take,  like  criminals  condemned  to  galley 
slavery;  and,  during  their  march,  not  a  few  of 
the  French  had  fallen  under  the  Spanish  knife. 
Bessieres,  according  to  the  ‘  Moniteur,’  had  only 
50  killed  and  300  wounded ;  i,but  the  probability  is 
that  his  loss  was  five  or  six  times  as  much.  His 
victory  tended  to  open  his  communication  with 
Junot  in  Portugal.  But  the  incidents  which  im¬ 
mediately  followed  tended  still  more  directly  to 
prove  the  difficulties  and  costs  of  this  war,  and  the 
nature  of  the  struggle  which  Bonaparte  had  under¬ 
taken  against  a  whole  people,  divided  enough  among 
themselves  in  other  particulars,  but  now  unanimous 
in  their  detestation  of  bis  treachery  and  violence, 
and  in  their  resolution  to  oppose  him.  The  little 
open  town  of  Medina  del  Rio  Seco  was  not  taken 
without  a  sort  of  siege ;  and  when  Bessieres’  sol¬ 
diers  entered  the  streets  they  were  saluted  with  a 
hot  fire  from  the  churches  and  from  the  windows 
of  nearly  all  the  bouses  ;  and  while  many  of  them 
ended  their  mortal  march  there,  a  great  many  more 
were  badly  wounded  by  the  townspeople,  the  pea¬ 
sants,  and  the  monks,  who  fired  from  under  cover 
and  with  deliberate  aim.  Shortly  after  the  battle 
the  French  marshal  tried  to  tamper  with  the  fidelity 
of  the  Spanish  generals  ;  he  liberated  the  prisoners 
he  had  taken,  he  ingeniously  attempted  to  demon. 
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strate  that  the  insurrection  was  utterly  hopeless, 
and  he  offered  the  viceroyalty  of  Mexico  to  Cuesta, 
and  promised  high  military  promotion  under  King 
Joseph  to  General  Blake,  a  Spaniard  of  Irish 
descent,  and  Cuesta’s  second  in  command.  Both 
these  officers  refused  "to  listen  to  any  accommoda¬ 
tion  :  and,  keeping  his  troops  together  as  well  as 
he  could,  Cuesta  retired  into  Galicia;  and  before 
Bessieres  could  follow  him,  or  derive  any  solid 
benefit  from  the  victory  of  Medina  del  Rio  Seco, 
he  was  suddenly  recalled  to  protect  King  Joseph, 
who  was  always  wanting  protection,  and  whose 
personal  safety  in  Madrid  was  now  committed  by 
the  surrender  in  Andalusia  of  General  Dupont, 
with  his  entire  cor}]S  d'armee. 

Dupont,  though  formerly  a  protege  of  the  mili¬ 
tary  savant  Carnot,  appears  to  have  been  a  vain, 
inept  officer,  with  rather  more  than  the  ordinary 
dose  of  overweening  self-conceit.  After  blundering 
through  the  rough  and  crooked  passes  of  the  Sierra 
Morena,  where  Sancho  Panza  lost  his  ass  Dapple, 
and  where  Don  Quixote  imitated  the  penance  of 
Beltenebras  ;  and  after  remaining  inactive  at  Cor¬ 
dova,  while  Castaiios  w-as  organising  his  army,  and 
while  all  Andalusia  w-as  flying  to  arms  in  his  front 
and  on  his  flanks — after  hesitating  whether  he 
should  try  and  advance,  as  Savary  had  ordered  him 
to  do,  in  the  direction  of  Seville  and  Cadiz,or  whe¬ 
ther  he  should  retrace  his  painful  steps  through  the 
defiles  of  the  Sierra  Morena,  and  fall  back  upon 
Madrid — he  remained  for  ten  days  stationary  where 
he  was  at  Cordova,  imploring  Savary  to  send  him 
reinforcements  ;  and  through  this  inactivity,  hesi¬ 
tation,  and  timidity,  after  so  much  rapidity  and 
rashness  in  advancing  thither  without  looking 
before  him  or  on  either  side  of  him,  Dupont  lost 
his  army  in  a  worse  manner  than  that  in  which  the 
squire  of  the  knight  of  the  woeful  countenance  lost 
his  ass,  for  Dapple  was  soon  found  again,  and  the 
French  divisions  were  not.  Dupont,  incited  by 
the  local  scenery,  might  have  advantageously  spent 
some  of  his  leisure  hours  at  Cordova  in  reading 
the  immortal  w-ork  of  Cervantes,  and  from  that 
great  practical  philosopher,  Sancho,  he  might  have 
derived  a  lesson  very  applicable  to  his  own  present 
situation.  Just  as  Don  Quixote  w-as  going  to 
throw  himself  among  the  wilds  of  the  Sierra 
Morena,  his  faithful  squire,  speaking  from  the  back 
of  Dapple  (the  ass  being  not  yet  lost),  said — “  Sir, 
retreating  is  not  running  away,  nor  is  staying  wis¬ 
dom,  when  the  danger  over-balances  the  hope,  and 
it  is  the  part  of  wise  men  to  secure  themselves  to¬ 
day  for  to-morrow',  and  not  to  venture  all  upon  one 
throw.” 

On  the  nth  of  June,  Dupont  began  to  do  what 
he  ought  to  have  done  on  the  7th,  or  even  earlier 
— he  began  to  retreat  towards  the  lofty  brown 
mountains  which  be  had  so  unwisely  crossed.  But 
by  this  time  the  advanced  guard  of  the  Spanish 
army  of  Andalusia  was  close  in  his  rear,  and  armed 
peasants  were  gathering  round  him  like  cloud. 
The  road  he  had  to  follow  was  already  dripping 
with  French  blood  ;  his  out-posts  and  convoys  had 
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been  overpowered  and  massacred  ;  every  straggler, 
every  messenger  had  been  intercepted  and  assassi¬ 
nated  :  his  very  hospital  had  been  taken,  and  the 
sick  and  wounded,  together  with  the  surgeons  who 
attended  them,  and  the  detachments  that  had  been 
left  to  protect  them,  had  been  killed  to  a  man  by  a 
ferocious  band  of  patriots  from  the  old  Moorish 
town  of  Jaen.  On  the  evening  of  the  18th  of  June 
Dupont’s  army,  disheartened  and  half  famished, 
reached  the  town  of  Andujar,  where  his  hospital 
had  been  left.  Here  he  endeavoured  to  collect 
provisions,  proposing  to  maintain  himself  in  the 
town  until  he  should  be  reinforced  by  the  troops 
Savary  was  sending  to  him.  But  his  enraged 
troops  cried  for  vengeance  on  the  old  Moorish  town 
which  had  vomited  the  assassins  of  the  sick  and 
wounded,  and,  yielding  to  their  cry  and  possibly  to 
his  own  impulse,  Dupont  sent  a  battalion  of  infantry 
and  some  cavalry,  under  the  command  of  a  fero¬ 
cious  naval  officer  (a  sea  captain,  one  Baste,  who, 
not  being  able  to  fight  or  show  his  face  at  sea,  had 
betaken  himself  to  the  land  service,  as  many  other 
officers  of  the  same  class  did),  to  put  Jaen  and  its 
inhabitants  to  fire  and  the  sword.  Baste  and  his 
people  stormed  the  old  town,  and  committed  every 
possible  atrocity  on  women  and  children,  as  well 
as  men.  After  these  deeds,  which  augmented  the 
ferocity  of  men  who  were  but  too  fierce  before. 
Baste  went  back  to  Andujar,  where  Dupont  conti¬ 
nued  doing  nothing  for  several  days  beyond  making 
rather  unsuccessful  attempts  to  procure  provisions. 
His  foraging  and  scouring  parties  wounded  and 
tortured  the  country-people  whom  they  could  seize, 
in  order  to  force  them  to  discover  where  they  had 
concealed  their  corn  and  their  money ;  and  the 
country-people  brought  these  foraging  parties 
down  with  ambuscaded  muskets  and  rifles,  or 
stabbed  and  butchered  them  with  the  knife  when¬ 
ever  fortune  favoured  them  with  the  opportunity 
of  surprising  the  marauders.  Not  a  day  passed 
without  its  horrible,  its  ghastly  tragedies — without 
a  loss  more  or  less  serious  to  Dupont’s  provision- 
collectors  ;  and  the  history  of  one  of  those  days 
would  be  pretty  nearly  the  history  of  the  whole  of 
this  warfare ;  for,  as  it  was  in  Andalusia,  so  was 
it  in  all  the  other  provinces  of  Spain  into  which 
the  French  penetrated.  Dupont’s  only  hope  now 
lay  with  the  success  of  General  Vedel,  who  was 
traversing  La  Mancha  with  a  division  of  infantry 
and  a  large  convoy  of  provisions.  But  the  country 
of  Don  Quixote  was  separated  from  Dupont’s 
head-quarters  at  Andujar  by  those  terrible  Sierra- 
Morena  mountains ;  and  2000  or  3000  insurgents, 
who  had  marched  from  Granada,  occupied  the 
pass  of  Despenas- Ferros,  or  Dog  Rocks,  through 
which  Dupont  had  penetrated  into  Andalusia,  and 
through  which  Vedel  and  his  reinforcements  and 
victuals  must  come,  or  come  not  at  all,  or  too  late 
to  be  of  any  service  to  Dupont.  Captain  Baste 
was  therefore  sent  to  clear  the  formidable  pass ; 
but,  before  that  land-fighting  sea-officer  reached 
the  mountains.  General  Vedel  cut  his  way  through 
the  insurgents,  reached  the  town  of  La  Carolina  at 
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the  southern  mouth  of  the  valley  of  Despenas- 
Perros,  and,  having  left  a  garrison  there,  wa^  de¬ 
scending  to  Baylen,  a  town  on  a  stream  flowing 
into  the  Guadalquivir,  and  distant  only  a  short 
march  from  Andujar.  But  by  this  time  other 
insurgents  from  Granada  had  come  boldly  up,  and 
taken  possession  of  the  still  smoking  town  of  Jaen, 
and  were  threatening  to  throw  themselves  between 
Baylen  and  la  Carolina.  Vedel,  who  had  made  a 
very  hurried  march  from  Despenas-Perros,  and 
who  appears  to  have  left  his  convoy  of  jirovisions 
as  well  as  a  garrison  behind  him  at  la  Carolina, 
detached  General  Cassagne  against  the  enterprising 
Granadians.  These  insurgents  were  beaten  with 
some  loss ;  but  Cassagne  lost  some  200  or  300 
men  in  doing  it,  and  returned  to  Baylen  without 
any  provisions,  to  obtain  which  had  been  one 
object  of  his  expedition.* 

The  winding  Guadalquivir  flowed  between  the 
French  and  the  main  body  of  Castanos’s  army  : 
but  the  summer  heats  had  rendered  the  river  ford¬ 
able  in  many  places,  and,  although  there  were  far 
too  many  fords  for  him  to  watch,  Dupont  and 
Vedel  divided  their  forces  in  order  to  watch  some 
of  the  fords.  On  the  13th  of  July  a  French  bri¬ 
gade  posted  at  a*  ferry,  with  an  outpost  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  river,  was  beaten  and  driven 
in  by  a  detachment  of  Castanos’s  regulars.  On  the 
1 5th,  Dupont  was  further  reinforced  by  a  division 
of  infantry  and  some  squadrons  of  cuirassiers,  under 
the  command  of  General  Gobert,  who  had  been 
marching  and  counter-marcdiing  in  an  extraordi¬ 
nary  manner,  and  not  without  considerable  loss  in 
men  and  horses.  The  excessive  heat  of  the  wea¬ 
ther  alone  proved  very  fatal  to  the  French  con¬ 
scripts.  Savary,  now  the  real  commander-in-chief 
and  war-minister  at  Madrid,  showed  that  he  had 
much  less  genius  for  the  art  of  war  than  for  the 
arts  of  military  police  and  espionage;  in  regu¬ 
lating  the  movements  of  the  ditferent  columns  of 
the  French  army  he  committed  numerous  blunders, 
and  it  should  even  appear  that  he  was  incapable 
of  comprehending  the  written  plan  of  operations 
which  his  master  had  put  into  his  hands.  Count¬ 
ing  Vedel’s  corps,  and  the  reinforcements  which 
Gobert  had  brought,  Dupont  must  now  have  had 
from  20,000  to  21,000  men;  but  above  1000  were 
laid  up  in  the  hospital.  Castanos  wns  now  lining 
the  opposite  bank  of  the  Guadalquivir  with  25,000 
regular  foot,  2000  horse,  and  a  heavy  train  of 
artillery,  and  at  least  25,000  armed  peasants  were 
gathering  all  round  Dupont’s  positions,  some  of 
these  insurgents  having  artillery  with  them,  and 
officers  appointed  by  Castanos  to  direct  them. 
On  the  evening  of  the  15th  or  16th  of  July, 
Castanos  himself  crowned  the  heights  of  Argonilla, 
right  in  front  of  Andujar,  while  other  divisions, 
having  forded  the  Guadalquivir,  slided  in  between 
Andujar  and  Baylen,  thus  separating  Dupont  from 
Vedel.  In  a  desperate  conflict  near  one  of  the 
fords  General  Gobert  fell  mortally  wounded,  and 
his  troops  were  driven  back  to  the  town  of  Baylen. 

*  Napier,  Hist,  of  the  War  in  the  Peninsula. 
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Other  Spanish  divisions  came  over  to  the  right 
bank  of  the  Guadalquivir — the  army  of  Dupont 
was  either  interlaced  or  surrounded  by  Spaniards. 
To  save  himself  from  his  coupe  gorge,  Vedel  made 
a  rush  backward  from  Baylen  to  La  Carolina  and 
the  mountain  pass  of  Despeuas-Perros.  Dupont, 
instead  of  following  Vedel  immediately,  remained 
.at  Andujar  until  the  night  of  the  18th,  when  he 
began  to  move  towards  the  mountains.  His  move¬ 
ment  vras  not  observed  by  Castahos.  At  day-break 
Dupont  crossed  a  mountain  torrent  with  rugged 
banks;  and,  leaving  a  few  battalions  on  that  stream 
to  check  Castanos  if  he  should  attempt  to  follow 
him,  he  marched  on  for  about  two  miles,  when  he 
came  in  contact  with  a  large  part  of  the  Spanish 
forces  under  the  command  of  the  Swiss  general 
Reding.  He  had  summoned  Vedel  to  descend 
from  La  Carolina  in  order  to  meet  him  and  assist 
him  ;  but  Vedel  did  not  quit  La  Carolina  until 
five  o’clock  in  the  morning,  and  the  battle  began 
between  three  and  four,  Dupont  being  either  un¬ 
willing  or  unable  to  wait  for  Vedel.  The  French 
were  much  fatigued  by  their  night-march,  and, 
instead  of  attacking  in  full  force,  Dupont  kept  the 
best  of  his  men  to  guard  the  baggage,  which  was 
enormous ;  for,  apparently,  in  ?very  town  through 
which  he  had  passed,  he  had  plundered  and  pil¬ 
laged  the  churches,  the  monasteries,  and  the  houses 
of  the  richest  of  the  insurgents.  His  baggage  wag¬ 
gons  had  been  mixed  with  his  columns,  and  had 
seriously  impeded  his  march.  If  he  had  aban¬ 
doned  them  now,  and  had  made  a  dash  forward, 
there  is  little  reason  to  doubt  but  that  he  might 
have  cut  his  way  through  Reding’s  divisions,  w'hich 
were  principally  composed  of  raw  levies  and 
wholly  undisciplined  peasants* ;  and,  once  having 
cut  his  way  through  and  given  the  hand  to  Vedel, 
they  might  together  have  regained  La  Carolina,  and 
thence  have  escaped  with  at  least  a  part  of  their 
army  through  the  pass  of  Despeiias-Perros  :  but 
Dupont  would  preserve  his  baggage  and  ill-gotten 
spoil,  and  therefore  it  was  he  lost  baggage,  spoil,  and 
army,  with  all  such  honour  as  he  had  to  lose.  The 
attack  made  by  tlie  worst  of  his  forces,  while  the 
best  were  drawn  up  round  his  waggons,  was  loose 
and  spiritless ;  the  facility  with  which  their  first 
assailants  were  beaten  back  gave  courage  and  con¬ 
fidence  to  the  Sjianiards,  and  enabled  them  to  repel 
a  series  of  attacks  and  charges,  and  then  to  charge 
the  enemy  in  their  turn  ;  at  a  critical  moment 
some  Swiss  battalions  deserted  from  Dupont  and 
went  over  to  their  countryman  Reding,  who  was 
commanding  the  Spaniards;  and,  at  last,  about  the 
hour  of  noon,  and  after  losing  some  2000  men  in 
killed  and  wounded,  Dupont  held  up  the  white  flag 
and  proposed  an  armistice.  Reding  assented,  the 
firing  ceased,  and  both  parties  began  to  collect 
their  wounded.  Vedel,  on  descending  from  La 
Carolina,  distinctly  heard  the  sound  of  battle;  but 
instead  of  pressing  forward  he  halted  at  a  village 

•  A  l);iU.ilion  of  3001)  peasants  in  General  Ueding’s  division  (led 
at  the  commencement  of  (lie  battle,  and  retnrncd  no  more.— CnpUiin 
irinltinglum's  Currespundcnce , 
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six  or  seven  miles  from  the  battle-field,  and  re¬ 
mained  there  till  three  o’clock  in  the  afternoon. 
From  the  way  in  which  the  whole  country 
covered  by  fierce  Spanish  bands,  no  correct  in¬ 
formation  could  be  obtained,  no  reconnaissances 
could  be  made;  and  Vedel  apprehended  that 
another  strong  Spanish  column  was  approaching 
him.  When  he  resumed  his  march  he  moved 
with  great  rapidity.  Reding  had  apparently  ne¬ 
glected  the  road  which  led  to  his  rear,  and  many 
of  his  Spaniards  were  taking  their  siesta  in  an 
olive  grove,  when  his  rear  was  briskly  attacked 
by  Vedel,  who  surprised  and  took  two  guns  and 
several  hundred  prisoners.  But  presently  an  aide- 
de-camp  of  Dupont  brought  Vedel  information  of 
the  armistice  which  had  been  agreed  to,  and  an 
order  to  cease  the  attack.  In  the  meantime  Cas¬ 
tanos,  who  did  not  discover  Dupont’s  march  until 
daylight,  had  taken  possession  of  Andujar,  and 
had  sent  the  division  of  La  Pena  in  pursuit  of 
Dupont.  La  Pena  did  not  reach  the  torrent  which 
Dupont  had  crossed  at  day-break  until  five  o’clock 
in  the  afternoon  ;  and  there  he  met  M.  Villoutrav, 
an  officer  of  Bonaparte’s  own  staff,  who,  together 
with  General  Marescot,  an  engineer  officer  of  high 
repute,  had  been  sent  by  the  emperor  'to  watch 
Dupont  and  report  upon  his  proceedings.  j\l. 
Villoutray  acquainted  La  Pena  with  the  result  of 
the  battle  which  had  been  fought  in  the  morning, 
and  with  the  armistice  wliich  had  l)een  concludec?; 
and  then,  passing  through  La  Pena’s  posts,  he  went 
to  Andujar  to  request  Castanos  to  consent  to  the 
terms  which  Reding  had  accepted.  On  the  fol¬ 
lowing  morning,  the  20th  of  July,  General  IVIare- 
scot  and  another  general  officer  arrived  at  Cas- 
tanos’s  head-quarters  with  full  powers  from  Dupont 
to  conclude  a  convention  or  capitulation.  They 
dem.anded  permission  for  the  whole  French  army 
to  cross  the  Sierra-lMorena  and  retire  peaceably 
upon  Madrid.  But,  just  at  this  moment,  some 
letter  or  letters  of  Savary  were  intercepted  and 
brought  to  the  Spanish  head- quarters,  and  other 
information  was  obtained  whiclmvent  to  prove  that 
notwithstanding  their  victory  at  Rio-Seco,  the 
French  on  the  other  side  of  the  Sierra-I\Iorena 
were  in  a  very  critical  situation.  It  has  been  said 
that  but  for  this  intercepted  letter  Castanos  would 
have  readily  granted  what  Dupont  demanded  ;  but 
this  fact  is  very  questionable,  for  every  day  was 
bringing  some  reinforcements  to  Castanos,  the  battle 
of  Baylen,  as  it  is  called,  had  elevated  the  spirits 
of  the  peoide,  and  since  that  affair  numerous  armed 
bands  had  collected  in  the  pass  of  Despeiias- 
Perros.  The  only  terms  to  which  Castanos  would 
consent  were,  that  Dupont’s  troops  should  lay 
down  their  arms,  regorge  a  part  of  tlieir  spoil,  and 
become  prisoners  of  war  on  condition  of  bein<v  sent 
down  to  the  coast  to  San  Lucar  and  Rota,  and 
there  embarked  for  France ;  and  that  Vedel’s 
division  should  also  surrender,  but  not  as  prisoners 
of  w-ar,  and  be  sent  to  France  likewise.  Appa¬ 
rently  without  any  hesitation,  and  without  any 
struggle  except  to  be  allowed  to  carry  off  with 
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them  a  considerable  part  of  their  plunder,  the 
French  generals  accepted  these  terms,  and  signed 
the  capitulation.  While  ISIarescot  was  negotiating 
at  Andujar,  Vedel  and  another  general  officer  pro¬ 
posed  to  Dupont  to  make  a  joint  attack  upon  Red¬ 
ing;  hut  Dupont  refused,  and  ordered  Vedel  to 
give  up  his  prisoners  and  retreat  to  the  town  of 
La  Carolina,  where  he  had  still  a  garrison.  It  is 
said  that  Castahos  threatened  to  put  Dupont  to 
death  if  Vedel  did  not  instantly  return  and  lay 
dowm  his  arms  conformably  with  the  capitulation; 
hut  -we  believe  it  will  rather  appear  upon  examina¬ 
tion  that  Vedel  returned,  not  on  account, of  any 
orders  sent  to  him  by  Dupont,  hut  because  he  saw 
little  hope  of  being  able  to  maintain  himself  at  La 
Carolina,  and  still  less  of  being  able  to  force  his 
way  through  the  mountain  ])ass  in  the  rear  of  that 
town.  Vedel  certainly  retraced  his  steps  toBaylen, 
and  there,  on  the  22nd  of  July,  he  surrendered 
with  Dupont.  On  two  succeeding  days  the  divi¬ 
sions  of  Dupont  and  Vedel  filed  off  before  the 
Spanish  army,  and  piled  their  arms.  Their  total 
numbers  amounted  to  14,600  men,  of  which  2700 
were  cavalry;  but  several  French  detachments, 
w'hich  Dupont  had  left  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Sierra-Morena,  were  seized  and  brought  to  Baylen, 
and  these  made  the  number  of  prisoners  amount  to 
between  18,000  'and  19,000.  From  twenty  to 
thirty  pieces  of  cannon  were  delivered  up.  General 
Castanos  had  a  high  sense  of  honour,  and  an 
earnest  wish  to  respect  the  terms  of  the  capitula¬ 
tion  ;  hut  this  was  altogether  out  of  his  power. 
The  irregular,  turbulent  troops  that  served  under 
him  cared  nothing  for  the  ordinary  military  law 
and  law  of  nations,  and  the  peasantry  and  the 
townspeople,  who  had  been  cruelly  plundered  and 
ill-treated,  determined  to  recover  their  property  and 
gratify  their  revenge.  While  in  possession  of 
Cordova  Dupont’s  people  had  carried  off  the 
sacred  vases  and  lamps  from  the  altars,  and  had 
done  other  deeds  which  the  Spaniards  could  never 
forgive  ;  in  Baylen,  in  Andujar,  in  every  town 
they  had  occupied  or  traversed,  the  French  soldiery 
had  left  hatred  and  vengeance  behind  them,  and 
Jaen,  where  Captain  Baste  had  so  recently  com¬ 
mitted  such  enormities,  was  close  to  the  scene  of 
capitulation  and  to  the  line  of  march  which  the 
French  must  follow  to  get  to  the  sea-coast ;  Du¬ 
pont  had  meanly  asked,  and  Castahos  had  too 
liberally  promised,  that  all  the  general  officers 
should  be  allowed  to  keep  one  carriage  and  one 
w'aggon,  and  all  the  superior  officers  one  carriage, 
withoot  search,  the  said  general  officers  having 
agreed  to  restore  the  sacred  vases  stolen  at  Cor¬ 
dova,  and  having  thrown  the  blame  of  that  rob- 
berv  on  the  common  men,  who,  they  said,  had 
acted  against  the  orders  of  their  officers  ;  but  when 
the  march  to  the  coast  began  some  of  the  Spanish 
people  insisted  on  examining  the  carriages  and 
fourgo7i’<,  and  others,  not  satisfied  with  an  exami- 
iration  and  an  abstraction  of  all  that  was  thought 
to  be  Spanish  property,  seized  and  carried  off  to 
their  mountains  carriages  and  waggons  with  every¬ 


thing  they  contained.  It  could  scarcely  be  other¬ 
wise  :  no  inconsiderable  portion  of  the  army  of 
Andalusia  consisted  of  smugglers  or  contraband- 
istas.  On  the  other  hand  the  French  clung  with 
great  tenacity  to  the  property,  and  hence  followed 
unequal  savage  conflicts,  wounds,  and  death.  In 
vain  Castafios’s  officers  endeavoured  to  moderate 
the  popular  fury.  In  the  town  of  Lehrixa  eighty 
French  officers  were  massacred  in  one  day.  All 
along  the  road  the  soldiers  were  exposed  to  insult 
and  injury.  A  vast  number  perished,  and  when 
the  survivors  reached  the  shores  of  Cadiz  Bay,  in¬ 
stead  of  being  carried  to  San  Lucar  and  Rota,  and 
there  embarked  for  France,  they  were  thrown  into 
the  Spanish  hulks  or  prison-ships.  To  the  com¬ 
plaints  and  remonstrances  of  Dupont,  Morla,  the 
governor  of  Cadiz,  replied,  that  neither  the  capitu¬ 
lation  signed  by  Castanos,  nor  the  approbation  of 
the  junta — that  not  even  an  express  order  from 
his  beloved  sovereign,  Ferdinand  VIL  —  could 
render  possible  what  was  impossible ;  that  he  had 
no  ships,  nor  the  means  of  procuring  any,  to  carry 
the  French  soldiers  to  France;  that,  when  General 
Castanos  promised  to  obtain  from  the  English 
passports  for  the  passage  of  Dupont’s  army,  he 
only  obliged  himself  to  solicit  earnestly  for  those 
passports  from  the  English,  and  this  he  had  done 
wuthout  effect.  “  And,”  continued  Morla,  “  how' 
can  you  expect  the  British  nation  to  permit  your 
army  to  pass  the  sea,  knowing,  as  they  do,  that 
that  army  will  be  employed  in  waging  war  against 
them  on  some  other  point,  or  perhaps  on  this  same 
point,  in  Spain?”  Nor  did  the  Spanish  governor 
of  Cadiz  forget  to  reply  to  Dupont’s  accusations  of 
bad  faith  and  treachery.  “  1  our  excellency,” 
said  he,  “  obliges  me  to  express  some  truths 
which  must  be  very  bitter  to  you.  What  right 
have  you  to  exact  the  impossible  execution  of  a 
capitulation  with  an  army  which  has  entered  Spain 
under  the  veil  of  friendship  and  intimate  alliance, 
which  has  imprisoned  our  king  and  his  royal 
family,  sacked  his  palaces,  assassinated  and  robbed 
his  subjects,  destroyed  his  country,  and  torn  from 
him  his  crown  ?  If  your  excellency  does  not  wish 
to  excite  more  and  more  the  just  indignation  of  the 
Spanish  people,  which  I  labour  so  much  to  re¬ 
press,  you  will  cease  making  these  insupportable 
reclamations,  and  endeavour  by  your  conduct  and 
resignation  to  weaken  the  lively  sensation  of  the 
horrors  which  you  recently  committed  at  Cordova. 
What  a  stimulus  for  the  Spanish  populace  to  know 
that  one  of  your  common  soldiers  alone  was  carry¬ 
ing  off  2180  livres  !  ” 

When  the  news  of  the  victory  first  reached  Se¬ 
ville,  the  junta  and  the  people  were  elated  beyond 
measure;  and  the  subsequent  accounts  of  the  con¬ 
vention  with  the  beaten  enemy,  who,  it  was  con¬ 
sidered,  ought  to  have  been  made  to  surrender  at 
discretion,  were  received  with  strong  marks  of 
disapprobation.  Nevertheless,  on  the  1st  of  Au¬ 
gust,  Generals  Castanos  and  Morla  were  welcomed 
to  Seville  with  great  honour  or  ceremony,  a  depu¬ 
tation  of  the  junta  meeting  them  outside  the  gates 
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of  the  city.  Castaiios  owed  this  reception  to  the 
victory  he  had  gained ;  but  Morla,  who  had  not 
been  near  the  field  of  battle,  -was  associated  in  the 
triumph  to  prevent  jealousy.  This  last  feeling 
had  great  dominion  over  the  hearts  of  most  of 
the  Spanish  ollicers ;  and  it  was  in  part  through 
jealousy  that  IMorla  not  very  long  afterwards  turned 
traitor  to  the  cause.  From  the  first,  Morla  main¬ 
tained  that  the  convention  with  Dupont  could  not 
be  executed  and  ought  to  be  disregarded.  He  was 
known  to  be  the  author  of  rather  an  able  paper, 
industriously  circulated,  recommending  the  break¬ 
ing  of  the  convention.  Castaiios,  on  the  other 
hand,  as  a  man  of  honour,  and  as  especially 
pledged  to  the  fulfilment  of  engagements  wdiich 
he  himself  had  made,  warmly  opposed  any  such 
measure.  The  two  generals  were  for  some  hours 
closeted  with  the  junta,  where  the  debates  are 
said  to  have  been  hot  and  passionate,  as  debates 
always  are  when  they  occur  among  Spaniards  and 
the  other  nations  of  the  south.  “  At  last,”  says 
Sir  Hew  Dalryrnple,  with  whom  Captain  Whittaker 
and  Major  Cox  corresponded  from  Seville,  “  the 
junta,  being  strongly  inclined,  if  not  fully  resolved, 
from  the  first  to  break  the  treaty,  sanctioned  by 
the  popular  clamour  which  Morla  had  contributed 
to  excite,  and  utterly  regardless  of  the  public  faith 
and  the  national  character,  adopted  Morla’s  opi¬ 
nion,  and  broke  the  capitulation.”*  We  have 
here  a  sufficiently  strong  expression  of  the  feeling 
of  Sir  Hew'  Dalryrnple,  who,  however,  was  not 
immediately  concerned  in  the  transaction,  and  who 
wrote  his  memoir  years  after  the  fact.  It  has  been 
said  that  hlorla  made  a  vain  attempt  to  involve 
both  Sir  Hew  Dalryrnple  and  Admiral  Lord  Col- 
lingvvood  in  the  transaction. t  Sir  Hew'  was  cer¬ 
tainly  not  involved  in  the  transaction,  nor  are  we 
disposed  to  believe  that  that  high-minded  and  most 
honourable  man,  Collingwood,  was  involved  in  any 
dishonour,  although  he  indisputably  agreed  with 
IVIorla  that  the  conditions  of  the  convention  were 
highly  injudicious  and  could  not  possibly  be  ex¬ 
ecuted,  and  although  he  actually  informed  Morla 
that  he  could  not  permit  so  great  a  body  of  French 
troops  to  pass  on  the  sea  until  he  received  instruc¬ 
tions  from  England  for  that  purpose.  These  in¬ 
structions  to  allow  so  considerable  a  French  arinv 
to  be  conveyed  with  their  arms  and  equipments  to 
Rochefort  were  never  sent  by  our  government.  It 
is  not  very  clearly  defined  in  all  cases  how  far  an 
allied  power  is  bound  to  recognise  and  conform 
to  a  convention,  or  other  treaty,  contracted  with¬ 
out  its  consent  or  knowledge  by  its  ally;  in  some 
cases  the  recognition  has  been  given,  and  in  others 
it  has  been  withheld  ;  advantage  or  convenience 
seems  to  have  been  the  rule  wdiich  has  governed 
assent  or  dissent ;  but  at  this  moment,  though 
aiding  and  assisting  the  Spanish  people  in  the  w'ar 
against  their  invaders  and  the  common  enemy, 
Great  Britain  was  not  bound  to  Spain  by  a  treatv 
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of  alliance  or  by  any  treaty  wdiatsoever.  There 
w'as  not  as  yet  in  Spain  any  fixed  governing  power 
with  which  our  government  could  treat.  Every¬ 
thing,  as  yet,  was  unsettled,  changeable,  irregular ; 
and  in  this  state  of  our  relations  it  was  scarcely  to 
be  expected  that  our  government,  in  a  case  highly 
disadvantageous  to  ourselves,  would  consider  itself 
bound  by  the  stiff  regularities  of  the  ordinary  law' 
of  W'ar  and  nations,  or  consent  to,  and  carry  out, 
arrangements  which  had  been  made  by  the  folly 
and  timidity  of  Spanish  generals.  And  unless  we 
consented  to  carry  out  these  arrangements — unless 
we  furnished  ships  of  our  own,  or  fitted  out  for  the 
purpose  Spanish  ships — there  was  not  the  possi¬ 
bility  of  conveying  by  sea  18,000  or  19,000  French 
soldiers  and  officers.  Lord  Collingwood’s  opinions 
are  clearly  and  decidedly  expressed  in  his  own 
correspondence.  He  calls  the  capitulation  of  Bav- 
len  an  extraordinary  arrangement — so  extraor¬ 
dinary  that  he  cannot  divest  himself  of  the  idea  of 
a  French  trick,  and  that  more  is  meant  than  yet 
appears.  He  says  the  divisions  of  Dupont  were  in 
circumstances  in  which  they  had  no  resource  but 
an  unconditional  surrender ;  that  the  French  gene¬ 
ral  knew  as  well  as  Castaiios  that  the  Spaniards 
had  not  the  means  of  sending  the  army  back  to 
France  by  sea.  In  a  letter  to  Lord  Castlereagh  he 
saj's :  “On  application  to  me  for  assistance  to 
enable  them  to  perform  this  service,  I  have  told 
them  that  all  aid  shall  be  given  in  fitting  out  their 
transport-ships;  but,  as  the  conveying  so  large  a 
body  of  troops,  with  their  arms,  is  a  measure  which 
may  have  in  the  end  such  important  consequences, 
I  cannot  allow'  them  to  pass  on  the  sea  till  I  re¬ 
ceive  instructions  from  his  majesty’s  ministers. 
This  objection  seems  to  give  satisfaction,  as  it  puis 
a  stop  to  their  going,  without  any  breach  of  treaty 
on  the  part  of  the  Spaniards.  I  have,  moreover, 
observed  that,  as  they  have  not  the  means  of  send¬ 
ing  these  people  to  Rochefort,  the  obligation  ceases  ; 
foi-  an  engagement  to  do  that  which  is  impossible 
dissolves  itself. And  in  a  letter  to  Sir  Hew  Dal- 
rymple,  Collingwood  repeats  that  the  Spaniards 
have  made  “  an  arrangement  which  they  cannot 
perform,  and  which,  if  they  could,  would  be  at¬ 
tended  with  the  worst  consequences  to  Spain 
and  that,  from  all  the  information  which  he  has  on 
the  subject,  he  considers  the  capitulation  of  Baylen 
“  quite  a  trick”  of  the  French,  who  have  “  ob¬ 
tained  by  art  what  they  never  could  have  won  by 
the  sword.”  In  the  same  letter  he  calls  the  con¬ 
vention  a  departure  from  the  principle  on  which  a 
war  like  this  should  be  carried  on.  “  No  treaty,” 
says  he,  “  should  be  made  with  an  invader  short  of 

his  unconditional  surrender . The  French 

probably  knew  then,  what  is  known  to  the  Spaniards 
now — that  there  was  no  retreat  for  them  upon 
Madrid.  Had  Dupont  been  compelled  to  sur¬ 
render  without  terms,  they  could  have  been  con¬ 
fined  in  twenty-four  hours ;  and  the  Spanish  army 
would  have  been  at  liberty  to  pursue  their  service. 
What  is  the  case  now  ?  They  have  got  the  French 
army,  who  are  entitled  to  their  arms  when  they 
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embark,  and  the  Spanish  army  must  stay  to  take 
care  of  them.  But  their  embarking  is  altogether 
out  of  the  question  :  one  objection  is,  that  they 
liave  not  ships  to  put  them  in ;  another,  that  the 
people  will  not  permit  them  to  embark ;  and  a 
third,  as  I  have  informed  the  governor  (Morla), 
that  I  cannot  permit  so  great  a  body  of  troops  to 
pass  on  the  sea  until  I  receive  instructions.”* 
Morla’s  able  and  widely  circulated  paper  against 
the  convention  may  have  contributed  to  the  excite¬ 
ment  of  those  who  could  read  or  hear  it  read  ;  but 
there  can  be  little  doubt  that  the  rage  of  the 
Spanish  mobs  against  the  French  would  have  been 
just  as  great  if  the  paper  had  never  been  written. 
It  was  with  extreme  difficulty  that  the  Spanish 
regulars  and  officers  prevented  a  general  massacre 
of  the  prisoners.  On  the  13th  of  August,  when 
General  Dupont  and  some  of  his  oflicers  were 
brought  to  Port  Santa  Maria,  for  the  purpose  of 
embarking  in  one  of  the  Spanish  ships  of  war  for 
their  security,  the  mob  attacked  them,  and  took 
from  them  their  baggage,  vi  which  were  found 
church  plate,  sacred  vases,  and  other  valuable 
plunder.^  Now,  all  such  plunder  (the  existence  of 
which  the  general  and  his  officers  had  denied)  they 
were  bound  by  the  fifteenth  article  to  restore  ;  and, 
therefore,  we  can  feel  neither  much  surprise  nor 
much  regret  at  the  fact  of  the  marauding,  pilfering 
Dupont  getting  his  head  broken  by  some  of  the 
furious  mob  before  he  could  get  on  board  ship. 
Our  veteran  martial  historian  of  the  Peninsular 
'\Var+  has  so  extensive  and  exclusive  a  sympathy 
for  his  profession,  by  whomsoever  exercised,  so 
much  feeling  for  the  sufi’erings  of  the  military  of 
every  nation,  if  they  be  but  regulars,  that  he 
seems  to  have  little  sympathy  or  feeling  for  any 
other  class;  and,  in  narrating  the  violence  and 
cruelty  of  the  Spanish  people,  he  almost  invariably 
overlooks  the  provocation  and  the  cruelty  on  the 
other  side.  He  has  much  to  say  upon  the  shame¬ 
ful  breaking  of  the  capitulation  and  the  barbarous 
treatment  of  the  French  prisoners  ;  but  he  breathes 
not  a  word  about  Dupont  and  his  officers  breaking 
the  articles,  and  attempting  to  carry  off  the  church 
plate,  which  they  had  vowed  they  had  not  stolen 
themselves,  and  which  they  had  promised  to 
restore.  We  trust  we  loathe  cruelty  as  much  as 
this  gallant  historian  can  loathe  it ;  but  it  appears 
to  us  to  be  a  strange  intellectual  obliquity  to  be 
eternally  looking  at  the  excesses  of  the  infuriated 
invaded  people,  without  ever  glancing  at  the  bar¬ 
barity  of  the  invaders,  and  the  mad  ambition  and 
cold-blooded  cruelty  of  the  ruler  that  threw  them 
into  that  terrible  warfare,  with  the  antecedent  de¬ 
claration  that  he  wmuld  persevere  in  it  though  it 
cost  him  200,000  lives !  The  French  would  have 
known  none  of  this  Spanish  ferocity  if  they  had  not 
.  gone  into  Spain  to  seek  it,  and  provoke  it  by  deeds 
calculated  to  render  even  a  gentle  people  ferocious. 
Our  historian  treats  the  Spanish  people  as  if  they 
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had  sought  this  quarrel,  as  if  they  were  waging 
war  in  France,  or  in  some  middle  territory  not  their 
own.  The  war  of  a  people  struggling  for  their 
independence,  for  their  native  king,  for  their  altars, 
their  hearths,  for  the  honour  of  their  wives  and 
daughters,  for  that  which  supports  life,  and  for  all 
that  in  their  eyes  made  life  desirable,  is  considered 
by  our  military  historian  as  a  mere  scientific  game, 
which  is  to  be  played  according  to  the  most  ap¬ 
proved  rules  and  precedents,  where  success  is  to 
be  the  reward  of  military  skill  or  genius,  and 
where  the  defeated  party  ought  nether  to  attempt 
the  renewal  of  the  game,  nor  so  much  as  complain 
of  their  bad  luck.  It  is  well  to  have  such  a  book 
— many  of  the  military  details  are  admirably 
written,  and  could  have  been  written  only  by  a 
good  and  experienced  officer,  and  an  accomplished 
and  nervous  writer;  but  heaven  forefend  that 
Napier’s  ‘  History  of  the  Peninsular  War’  should 
be  our  only  one,  or  should  ever  be  taken  as  deci¬ 
sive  authority  on  the  moral  right  and  wrong  of  the 
great  question  ! 

We  have  said  that  Collingwood  received  no 
instructions  from  his  government  to  let  the  French 
prisoners  pass  to  Rochefort — to  be  thence  con¬ 
veyed,  armed  and  appointed,  to  some  other  point 
where  they  might  best  annoy  England  or  the  few 
allies  that  were  left  her — to  be  marched  into  Por¬ 
tugal  or  to  be  sent  back  into  Spain  ; — for,  so  incon¬ 
siderate  or  so  ignorant  had  been  the  Spanish 
generals  who  signed  the  capitulation  of  Baylen  that 
the  ordinary  clause  binding  the  capitulating  troops 
not  to  serve  against  them  or  against  their  allies 
for  a  fixed  period,  or  for  all  the  rest  of  the  war,  was 
not  inserted  in  the  treaty,  or  alluded  to  in  any  of 
its  articles.  Towards  the  end  of  August  or  the 
beginning  of  September,  when  Lord  Collingwood 
returned  to  watch  the  French  fleet  in  Toulon,  he 
left  Rear-Admiral  Purvis  at  Cadiz  with  a  few  ships 
to  protect  the  British  trade,  and  to  prevent  the 
French  prisoners  from  being  sent  away  until  the 
instructions  of  his  majesty’s  government  on  that 
head  should  be  received :  and,  writing  to  Lord 
Castlereagh,  he  said,  “  I  have  reason  to  believe 
that  allowing  them  to  depart  would  make  this 
province  (Andalusia)  very  unpopular  in  Spain,  and 
that  rny  interference  to  stop  them  has  given  uni¬ 
versal  satisfaction.”*  It  is  thus  very  clear  that 
Admiral  Lord  Collingwood  was  involved  with 
Morla  in  the  convention  transaction  ;  but  what  we 
must  still  continue  to  doubt  is,  whether  he  in  the 
slightest  degree  committed  his  own  honour  or  the 
honour  of  his  country,  or  departed  a  line’s  breadth 
from  his  obligations  as  a  belligerent.  If  there  was 
blame,  his  government  certainly  shared  it  with  him, 
for  it  emphatically  approved  and  sanctioned  all 
that  he  had  done,  and  ordered  Rear-Admiral  Purvis 
to  prevent  the  departure  of  Dupont’s  and  Vedel’s 
arm}'.  After  a  time  Dupont  was  permitted  to  re¬ 
turn  to  France  with  all  his  general  officers  except 
one,  who  was  said  to  have  urged  Dupont  to  fall 
upon  Reding  while  the  capitulation  was  negotiating, 

*  Correspondence  and  Memoir. 
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and  cut  his  way  through  to  the  mountains.  Bitter 
and  pitiable,  no  doul)t,  were  the  sufferings  of  the 
French  soldiery,  cooped  up,  under  a  burning  sun, 
in  close  foul  hulks,  and  badly  supplied  with  the 
necessaries  of  life — for  the  Spaniards,  who  very 
often  had  not  provisions  to  give  to  their  own  troops, 
were  not  likely  to  be  either  very  liberal  or  very 
punctual  in  the  distribution  of  rations  to  their 
prisoners.  Two  years  afterwards,  when  their 
countrymen  were  besieging  Cadiz,  some  of  these 
French  prisoners  made  a  desperate  attempt  to  re¬ 
gain  their  liberty  :  while  a  gale  of  wind  was  blow'- 
ing  right  upon  a  lee  shore,  they  cut  the  cables  of 
their  prison  ship,  and  drifted  on  the  rocks  at  the 
head  of  the  bay ;  some  were  drowned,  but  a  few 
hundreds  escaped  and  joined  the  besieging  army, 
with  a  hatred  and  fury  against  the  Spaniards  which 
blood  seemed  not  sufficient  to  allay.  The  rest  of 
the  captives  were  then  transported  to  the  rocky 
barren  island  of  Cabrera,  one  of  the  Balearic 
group,  lying  about  ten  miles  from  the  southernmost 
point  of  Majorca,  uninhabited,  and  frequented 
only  by  fishermen.*  It  is  said  that  not  very  many 
of  them  remained  alive  at  the  end  of  the  war. 
But  this  was  only  one  of  the  many  mighty  holo¬ 
causts  which  Bonaparte  sacrificed  on  the  altar  of 
Spain. 

The  news  of  the  battle  of  Baylen  and  of  Du¬ 
pont’s  surrender  flew  like  lightning  to  the  Spanish 
capital,  diffusing  a  joy  and  triumph  which  was  not 
to  be  repressed  by  the  presence  and  the  oppressions 
of  the  French.  At  first  King  Joseph  and  his 
friends  were  altogether  incredulous,  thinking  it 
impossible  that  French  generals  and  a  French 
army  could  be  beaten  and  enveloped  by  Spanish 
troops  and  peasants;  next,  they  fancied  that, 
though  some  trifling  reverse  might  have  been  sus¬ 
tained,  the  Spaniards  must  have  greatly  e.\agge- 
rated  their  victory  ;  and  so  completely  were  the 
means  of  communication  and  correspondence  cut 
off,  that  Joseph  was  obliged  to  send  two  divisions 
into  La  Mancha  to  endeavour  to  open  the  com¬ 
munication.  On  their  march  towards  the  Sierra 
Morena  these  two  divisions  met  the  French  general 
Villoutrayq  who,  with  a  Spanish  escort,  a  division 
of  Castanos’s  army,  was  collecting  the  French  de¬ 
tachments  that  had  been  left  in  La  Mancha,  and 
that  were  all  to  be  sent  in  as  prisoners.  Yillou- 

•  Ciiljrera  is  almiit  four  mill's  long  ami  three  hroacl.  Diiriiif'  the 
war  many  more  French  iiriainers,  taken  in  (kitalonia  anil  other"iiaits 
ol  eastern  Spain,  were  eoiilineii  tliere.  'I’lie  jilace  was  wreteiieil 
eiiimgh,  thonglL  in  many  respects  preferahle  to  a  walleil  prisim  or  tlie 
liniks.  The  prisoners  were  left  to  tliemsclves,  and  had  tlie  whole 
range  of  tlie  i>land,  from  wliioh  tliey  c.mld  not  escape.  An  allowaiioe 
of  Itread  was  sent  to  tliem  in  an  armed  vessel  from  Majorca,  hut  at 
times,  in  conseipience  ol  trad  weather,  tlioy  were  in  danger  of  tieiiig 
starved.  I  luring  several  years  tlicy  received  no  clothing,  and  conse- 
tpieutly  were  almost  naked  ;  lliey  had  Imt  one  axi!  and  one  saw 
among  tliein  .all.  1  lie  .Sjianiards  left  tliem  one  donkey  for  their  use. 
1  here  appear.s  to  have  heen  no  building  of  any  sort  on  the  desolate 
isle ;  some  lived  in  dry  cisterns  or  in  eaves  in  the  rocks,  others  in  rude 
huts  made  of  loose  stones.  They,  however,  made  the  he.st  of  the 
niiitter:  they  formed  little  gardens;  they  set  np  schools  in  which 
dancing  and  music  and  fencing  were  not  forgotten,  and  they  even 
esUitilished  ,i  thc.itre  iii  a  large  cistern.  Hut  for  the  occasional  scarcity 
tile  con-..tant  .absence  of  the  lairer  sex,  and  their  ratlier  freiiueiit 
ipiarcelaand  duels,  they  might  have  whiled  away  llic  time  preltv  well. 
Hut  at  the  worst  their  eonditiiui  was  not  worse  than  that  of  their 
eonntryinen  serving  and  llghtiug  in  Spain.— .•Wecamrcs  af  a  French 
Scrycuntf  London,  1826,  aacitedin  Penny  Cyclopa-diit, 
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tray’s  position  and  occupation  left  no  doubt  as  to 
the  extent  of  the  calamity :  the  two  divisions 
hastily  retraced  their  steps  to  Madrid  ;  Joseph  in¬ 
stantly  called  a  council  of  war,  and  then  and  there 
it  was  determined  to  abandon  Madrid,  to  retire  be¬ 
hind  the  Ebro,  and  to  establish  court  and  head¬ 
quarters  in  the  city  of  Vitoria,  which  lay  at  a  con¬ 
venient  short  distance  from  the  French  frontier. 


Joseph  Honaparte. 


Joseph  had  not  been  a  fortnight  in  his  new  capital 
when  he  was  thus  compelled  to  fly  from  it.  The 
resolution  was  kept  secret  till  the  evening,  and  the 
intrusive  king,  trembling  for  his  life,  though  in  the 
midst  of  numerous  French  squadrons,  took  his 
departure  by  night.  Several  of  the  Spaniards 
who  had  accepted  office  under  him  remained  be¬ 
hind  at  Madrid,  or  posted  off  for  Seville  to  ofler 
their  excuses  and  their  services  to  the  junta;  such  of 
the  Spanish  grandees  and  functionaries  as  followed 
him  (because  they  could  not  stay  behind  without 
the  certainty  of  being  assassinated  by  the  people) 
got  the  names  of  “  Josephines, ”  and  “  Infrance- 
sados,”  and  the  stigma  was  quite  equivalent  to  a 
sentence  of  outlawry — fur,  wherever  the  insur¬ 
gents  could  catch  them  afterwards,  they  were 
treated  as  men  who  were  put  out  of  the  protection 
of  law,  and  whose  destruction  by  sword  or  knife 
was  allowable  and  commendable.  The  number  of 
this  French  ]mrty — composed  entirely  of  ])ersons 
of  the  upper  classes — rvas  never  considerable,  and 
the  steadiness  of  their  attachment  was  little  else 
than  a  despair  of  ever  being  able  to  obtain  for¬ 
giveness  from  their  exasperated  countrymen.  The 
retreat  from  Madrid  began  on  the  1st  of  g\ugust ; 
but  General  Grouchy  remained  some  few  davs 
longer  in  the  city ;  and  the  strong  corps  d’arniee 
of  Marshal  Bessieres,  posted  at  Mayorga,  covered 
the  movements  of  Joseph  and  his  court  until  thev 
reached  Burgos,  when  Bessieres  fell  back  himself.* 
On  the  3rd  of  August  a  dispatch  arrived  at  Seville, 

*  Napier,  lliat.  of  the  ^Var  in  the  I\‘ninsula. 
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addressed  to  General  Castanos  from  Grouchy,  as 
French  commandant  in  Madrid.  The  French 
general  merely  stated  that,  as  the  troops  under  his 
command  were  destined  for  another  service,  he 
could  wish  that  General  Castanos  would  detach 
part  of  his  army  to  occupy  the  capital  in  order  to 
insure  its  tranquillity,  protect  the  French  sick  left 
in  the  hospitals,  and  also  the  French  families 
established  in  Madrid.  Grouchy,  however,  added 
that,  whatever  Castanos’s  determination  in  this  re¬ 
spect  might  he,  he  must  request  him  to  send  im¬ 
mediately  a  Spanish  officer  to  Madrid  to  treat  of 
matters  which  would  probably  be  of  advantage 
to  both  nations.  Castanos  forthwith  dispatched 
Moreno,  his  quartermaster-general,  to  the  capital, 
which  was  shortly  afterwards  evacuated  by  Grouchy 
and  the  remainder  of  the  French.  Castanos  did 
not  enter  Madrid  until  the  23rd  of  August.* 

Among  the  many  important  results  of  the 
affair  of  Bayleii  and  the  flight  of  King  Joseph, 
was  the  raising  of  the  siege  of  Zaragoza.  This 
ancient  capital  of  the  kingdom  of  Aragon,  si¬ 
tuated  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Ebro,  with  a 
suburb  on  the  left  bank  connected  with  it  by  a 
stone  bridge,  contained  a  population  estimated  at 
about  60,000.  Its  immediate  neighbourhood  was 
flat,  and  on  one  side  marshy.  A  small  river,  a 
confluent  of  the  Ebro,  runs  close  to  the  walls  of  the 
town.  These  walls  of  themselves  were  not  of  much 
consequence,  being  old,  low,  built  of  brick,  and  in 
many  places  ruinous.  They  appear  to  have  been  con 
structed  merely  to  facilitate  the  levying  of  the  octroi 

*  Major  Cox's  Correspondence 
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duties  on  the  produce  and  articles  brought  into  the 
town  for  sale.  Very  few  guns  in  a  serviceable 
state  were  mounted  on  these  walls.  There  were 
no  fewer  than  nine  gates  of  the  most  simple  con¬ 
struction  :  and  the  line  between  them  was  in  some 
places  preserved  by  a  mud  wall,  and  in  others  by 
the  remains  of  an  old  Moorish  wall,  which  had  a 
slight  parapet,  but  without  any  platform  even  for 
musketry.  But  the  streets  of  the  town  were  very 
narrow  and  crooked  ;  and  the  houses,  two  or  three 
stories  high,  were  strongly  constructed,  each  story 
being  vaulted  so  as  to  be  almost  fire-proof.  More¬ 
over  the  numerous  convents  which  were  scattered 
round  the  town,  and  in  the  centre  of  it,  were  as 
strong  as  castles, and  Spanish  garrisons  never  fought 
so  well  as  when  they  were  intermixed  with  and 
headed  by  monks.  The  inhabitants  of  Zaragoza 
were  among  the  first  of  the  Spaniards  that  rose  to 
repel  the  French.  On  the  25th  of  May,  in  answer  to 
a  manifesto  of  Murat,  dated  on  the  20th,  they  flew 
to  arms,  and  were  joined  by  the  peasantry  of  the 
surrounding  country,  who  flocked  into  the  town, 
shouting,  “  Long  live  Ferdinand  the  Seventh  !” 
The  captain-general  of  Aragon  had  betrayed,  or  was 
suspected  of,  an  inclination  to  submit  to  the  French, 
and  recognise  King  Joseph.  The  people  seized 
him,  threw  him  into  prison,  killed  some  of  those 
who  were  about  him,  and  with  one  voice  gave  his 
high  command  to  Don  Jose  Palafox,  the  youngest 
of  three  brothers,  of  one  of  the  most  ancient  fami¬ 
lies  in  the  country.*  As  in  other  towns,  a  local 

•  Palafox  liatl  escaped  from  Bayonne,  and  on  his  arrival  at  Zara¬ 
goza  lie  had  excited  the  people  by  developing  the  real  intentions  of 
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junta  was  formed.  On  his  sudden  accession  to  the 
captain-generalship  of  Aragon,  Palafox  found  that 
the  regular  troops  quartered  in  Zaragoza  did  not 
exceed  220  men,  and  that  the  public  treasury  did  not 
contain  more  than  a  sum  about  equal  to  20/.  1 65.  Sd. 
The  contiguous  provinces  of  Navarre  and  Catalonia 
were  occupied  by  the  French;  the  passes  of  the 
Pyrenees  leading  directly  into  Aragon  were  opened  ; 
and  Murat  and  the  main  body  of  the  French  were 
at  Madrid.  But  neither  Palafox  nor  the  junta 
despaired  of  success,  and  in  every  effort  they  were 
nobly  seconded  by  the  people,  and  aided  by  the 
clergy  and  the  monastic  bodies.  The  richer  orders, 
who  felt  that  their  all  was  at  stake,  gave  money  ; 
the  mendicant  orders,  the  Franciscan,  Capuchin, 
and  other  friars,  who  sprung  from  the  low^est  classes 
of  the  people,  and  who  possessed  the  greatest  in¬ 
fluence  with  the  people,  spread  themselves  over  the 
country  to  animate  the  peasantry,  and  bring  in 
recruits  to  Palafox.  That  chief,  on  the  31st  of 
May,  put  forth  a  proclamation,  in  which,  after 
thanking  Providence  for  having  preserved  in  Ara¬ 
gon  a  good  quantity  of  muskets,  ammunition,  and 
artillery,  and  for  having  inspired  the  people  in  all 
the  provinces  of  Spain  with  the  unanimous  resolu¬ 
tion  to  shake  off  the  yoke  attempted  to  be  imposed 
upon  them  by  means  the  most  base  and  infamous, 
he  formally  declared  war  against  the  emperor  of 
the  French,  and  held  that  emperor,  all  the  indivi¬ 
duals  of  his  family,  and  all  his  generals  and  officers, 
personally  responsible  for  the  safety  of  King  Fer¬ 
dinand  VII.,  and  for  the  safety  of  his  brothers  and 
his  uncle.  On  the  16th  of  June,  General  Le- 
febvre-Desnouettes,  after  driving  in  Palafox’s  out¬ 
posts,  began  to  invest  the  town  with  8000  infantry 
and  900  horse.  These  troops  were  not  new  levies 
or  conscripts,  but  veterans  who  had  fought  in 
Germany  and  in  Poland  (there  were  two  or  three 
fine  Polish  regiments  among  them),  and  they  were 
abundantly  furnished  with  artillery.  Their  ap¬ 
proach  had  been  so  rapid  that  the  people  in  Zara¬ 
goza  were  but  ill  prepared  to  receive  them.  Some 
of  the  French  penetrated  without  difficulty  through 
one  of  the  gates ;  but  the  narrowness  and  crooked¬ 
ness  of  the  streets,  and  the  strength  of  the  build¬ 
ings,  made  them  pause,  and  they  ran  back  more 
hastily  than  they  had  run  in.  The  inhabitants, 
aided  by  the  peasantry,  who  had  thrown  them¬ 
selves  into  the  threatened  town,  now  w'orked  right 
vigorously  in  casting  up  defences,  making  barri¬ 
cades,  cutting  loop-holes  in  the  walls  of  the 
houses,  and  making  ramparts  with  sacks  and  bags 
filled  with  sand.  Within  twenty-four  hours  the 
place  was  put  in  a  condition  to  withstand  an  as¬ 
sault.  General  Lefebvre  established  strong  posts 
in  front  of  the  several  gates,  and  waited  for  rein¬ 
forcements.  But,  before  these  posts  were  esta- 
l)li.-hed,  Palafox  and  Tio  Jorge  (uncle  or  goodman 
George),  one  of  the  popular  leaders,  had  issued  out 
of  the  town,  and  had  crossed  the  Ebro  with  some 

the  Frenrh.  Tlie  traitorous  or  timid  oaiitain-general  ordered  liim  to 
<iuit  tlie  city  ;  but  tliis  onler  only  led  to  Ids  own  captivity,  to  tlic 
murder  of  some  of  his  friends,  and  to  tlie  readier  breaking  out  of  the 
insurrection. 
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infantry,  and  two  or  three  squadrons  of  dragoons. 
Beyond  the  Ebro  Palafox  effected  a  junction  with 
the  Spanish  General  Yersage,  and  then  with  7000 
or  8000  men,  mostly  volunteers  and  fresh  levies, 
he  threw  himself  in  the  rear  of  the  French,  and 
rashly  attempted  to  relieve  Zaragoza  by  a  battle  in 
the  o})en  country.  His  troops,  unable  to  form  any 
order  of  battle,  were  defeated  with  terrible  loss  : 
some  of  them  rallied  under  Versage,  who  marched 
away  in  search  of  fresh  levies,  and  the  remainder 
of  such  as  could  be  collected  again  followed 
Palafox,  who  easily  found  his  way  back  into  Za¬ 
ragoza,  as  Lefebvre  had  confined  his  operations  to 
the  right  bank  of  the  Ebro,  leaving  unguarded  the 
suburb  on  the  left  bank,  which  was  connected  with 
the  city  by  the  bridge.  By  the  same  road  a  Spa¬ 
nish  regiment  from  Estremadura,  some  small  par¬ 
ties  of  artillerymen  with  some  artillery,  and  200  or 
300  militia  men  from  Logrono,  entered  the  city. 
In  the  last  days  of  June  great  loss  and  consterna¬ 
tion  were  occasioned  by  the  accidental  blowung  up 
of  a  powder  magazine  in  the  heart  of  the  city ;  and 
the  French  took  by  assault  Monte  Torrero,  a  hill 
outside  of  the  towm,  where  1200  Spaniards  were 
intrenched.  Immediately  after  this  success,  Le¬ 
febvre  was  joined  by  so  many  reinforcements  under 
General  Verdier,  that  he  found  himself  at  the  head 
of  from  12,000  to  13,000  men,  with  a  very  strong 
battering  train.  On  the  2nd  of  July  he  made  an 
assault  on  the  strong  convent  of  San  Jose :  his 
first  attack  failed  completely,  but  a  second  w'as 
attended  with  success.  Some  other  buildings  be¬ 
yond  the  walls  of  the  town  were  abandoned,  and 
set  fire  to  by  the  Spaniards.  A  bridge  was  con¬ 
structed  200  yards  above  the  town,  breaching  bat¬ 
teries  were  established  on  both  banks  of  the  Ebro, 
and  the  suburb  and  the  ciiy  were  assailed  at  one 
and  the  same  time  by  a  destructive  fire  from  can¬ 
non,  mortars,  and  howitzers.  The  sand-bag  bat¬ 
tery  which  the  Spaniards  had  thrown  up  in  front 
of  one  of  their  gates  was  several  times  destroyed, 
and  as  often  reconstructed  under  the  fire  of  the 
enemy.  The  women  laboured  with  the  men  in 
this  perilous  work ;  and  here  it  is  said  that  the 
fair  Augustina,  the  far-famed  maid  of  Zaragoza, 
first  showed  herself  on  the  batteries,  and,  stepping 
over  the  wounded  and  dead,  seized  a  match  and 
fired  a  gun  at  the  French.  Bonaparte,  who  was 
directing  all  his  generals  from  the  distant  walls  of 
Bayonne,  and  who  could  not  conceive  that  so  large 
a  force  was  necessary  for  reducing  a  town  without 
regular  fortifications,  and  almost  without  regular 
troops,  ordered  Lefebvre-Desnouettes  to  join  Mar¬ 
shal  Bessieres  with  a  part  of  the  forces  collected 
round  Zaragoza.  General  Verdier  was  left  to  pro¬ 
secute  the  siege  with  about  10,000  men.  The 
besieged  were  partially  relieved  by  bodies  of  armed 
peasants,  and  by  some  regiments  of  a  more  regular 
description,  who  collected  in  the  neighbouring 
country  with  the  intention  of  surrounding  Verdier’s 
camp,  and  cutting  off’  all  his  communications.  This 
forced  Verdier  to  send  out  frequent  detachments. 
These  detachments  scoured  the  country,  captured 
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and  plundered  several  small  towns,  and  defeated 
the  Spaniards  in  more  than  one  encounter;  but 
during  their  absence  the  siege  went  on  but  lan¬ 
guidly,  and  the  French  soldiers  began  to  droop 
under  their  toils  and  the  heat  of  the  dog-days.  But 
on  the  other  side  the  Spaniards  in  the  town  began 
to  feel  the  want  of  provisions,  and  the  equally 
serious  want  of  ammunition.  There  was,  how¬ 
ever,  no  whisper  or  thought  of  surrender ;  the 
monks  betook  themselves  to  the  manufacturing  of 
gunpowder,  all  the  sulphur  existing  in  any  shape 
in  the  town  was  put  into  immediate  requisition,  the 
dirt  of  the  streets  and  other  foul  materials  were 
carefully  washed  in  order  to  procure  saltpetre,  and 
charcoal  was  made  by  burning  the  stalks  of  hemp, 
which  in  that  part  of  Spain  grow  to  a  large  size. 
One  desperate  effort  was  made  to  regain  possession 
of  the  important  post  of  Monte  Torrero,  where  the 
French  had  erected  a  battery,  which  kept  up  a 
murderous  plunging  fire  on  the  town ;  but  the 
sortie  failed,  and  from  that  time  they  kept  them¬ 
selves  wholly  within  their  walls.  Verdier  made 
several  assaults  on  those  crumbling  walls  and  mi¬ 
serable  gates,  but  he  was  repulsed  in  all.  He  was 
reinforced  at  the  end  of  July  by  some  veteran 
French  regiments,  which  raised  the  besieging 
army  to  14,000  or  15,000  men.  On  the  3rd  or 
4th  of  August  the  French  opened  a  tremendous 
battery  on  the  quarter  of  the  city  called  Santa 
Engracia :  under  the  fire  the  mud  wall  and  the 
Moorish  rampart  vanished  in  dust,  the  splendid 
convent  of  Santa  Engracia  was  rent  and  enveloped 
inflames,  abroad  entrance  was  made,  and  the  storm 
columns  rushed  through  it  info  the  very  heart  of 
the  city,  and  took  possession  of  some  of  the  strong 
houses  on  one  side  of  the  Cozo.  General  Verdier, 
thinking  the  town  more  than  half  taken,  sent  a  note 
to  Palafox  containing  merely  its  date,  his  name,  and 
the  tw'o  words  “  La  ca'piliilalion.”  The  Spanish 
commander  replied  with  the  like  brevity,  “  Guerra 
al  cuchillo  — war  to  the  knife  1  One  side  of  the 
Cozo  was  now  occupied  by  the  French,  the  other 
by  the  Spaniards,  who,  confident  in  the  strength  of 
their  houses,  were  converting  every  one  of  them  into 
a  garrisoned  fortress.  Other  bands  of  patriots 
came  down  by  the  streets  which  opened  upon  the 
Cozo,  and  planted  their  cannon  immediately  oppo¬ 
site  to,  and  only  at  a  few  yards’  distance  from,  the 
French  artillerv.  One  of  the  French  columns,  in 
looking  for  a  road  to  the  stone  bridge  over  the 
Ebro  which  led  to  the  suburb,  got  entangled  in  one 
of  the  longest,  narrowest,  and  most  crooked  of  the 
streets,  and  was  there  assailed  so  hotly  from  win¬ 
dows,  doorways,  and  loopholes,  and  by  seme  Spa¬ 
niards  who  had  rushed  over  the  bridge  from  the 
suburb,  that  it  got  beaten,  and  fearfully  thinned,  and 
driven  back  to  the  Cozo.  Some  other  portions  of  the 
French  soldiery  began  to  plunder  the  houses  from 
which  the  Spaniards  had  been  driven,  instead  of 
attacking  the  houses  where  the  Spaniards  remained 
fighting.  A  convent  of  which  the  assailants  had  ob¬ 
tained  possession  was  set  on  fire,  and,  while  many  of 
them  perished  in  the  flames,  the  position  of  the  rest 
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of  the  army  was  w^eakened  by  the  loss  and  conflagra¬ 
tion  of  that  strong  edifice.  There  were  many  scenes 
of  horror ;  but  the  most  horrible  of  all  was  this  : 
“  The  public  hospital  being  set  on  fire,  the  madmen 
confined  there  issued  forth  among  the  combatants, 
muttering,  shouting,  singing,  and  moping,  each 
according  to  the  character  of  his  disorder ;  while 
drivelling  idiots  mixed  their  unmeaning  cries  with 
the  shouts  of  contending  soldiers.”*  The  Spaniards 
could  not  drive  Verdier  from  the  opposite  side  of 
the  Cozo ;  but  they  saw  that,  though  one-half  of  the 
towm  was  lost,  they  could  very  well  defend  the 
other  half.  On  the  morning  of  the  5th  of  August, 
as  the  French  were  preparing  to  renew  their  attack, 
the  brave  Aragonese,  who  had  consumed  an  enor¬ 
mous  quantity  of  powder  on  the  preceding  day, 
found  that  their  ammunition  w’as  beginning  to  fail ; 
but  Verdier,  whose  loss  had  been  very  severe,  sus¬ 
pended  his  attack,  as  soon  as  he  had  carried  two  or 
three  houses ;  and  in  the  dusk  of  the  evening  Don 
Francisco  Palafox,  brother  of  the  captain-general, 
found  his  w'ay  into  the  city,  not  only  with  a  convoy 
of  provisions  and  ammunition,  but  also  with  a  rein¬ 
forcement  of  2000  or  3000  men,  partly  Spanish 
guards  and  steady  Swiss  veterans.  On  the  6th 
and  7th  of  August  there  was  street-fighting  of  the 
most  murderous  kind;  the  Spaniards  endeavouring 
to  regain  the  streets  and  the  houses  they  had  lost, 
and  the  French  fighting  hard  and  firing  hard  to 
dispossess  them  of  what  they  retained.  On  the 
8th  Palafox  called  a  council  of  w'ar.  Such  coun¬ 
cils  are  seldom  called  except  when  there  is  a  pre¬ 
determination  to  cease  fighting,  and  ask  for  a 
capitulation.  But  such  was  not  the  intention  of 
the  council  which  met  in  the  heroic  Zaragoza.  The 
brave  men  composing  it  unanimously  resolved 
that  those  quarters  of  the  city  in  which  the  Arago¬ 
nese  yet  maintained  themselves  should  continue  to 
be  defended — that,  should  the  enemy  at  last  prevail, 
the  people  should  retire  by  the  bridge  over  the 
Ebro  into  the  suburb,  and,  having  destroyed  the 
bridge,  defend  the  suburb  till  they  perished.  The 
people  of  the  towm,  who  were  incessantly  re-echoing 
Palafox’s  war-cry,  “  Guerra  al  cuchillo”  welcomed 
these  resolutions  with  enthusiastic  acclamations — 
and  thus  the  strange  war  went  on,  house  being 
defended  after  house,  room  after  room.  It  was 
now  a  war  where  stratagetical  skill  and  military 
discipline  were  of  no  use:  on  those  house-tops,  at 
those  gateways,  doorways,  windows,  and  loopholes, 
the  townspeople  and  the  rude  peasantry  from  the 
hills  were  worth  as  much  as  the  highest  disciplined 
troops  in  the  world,  and  not  a  friar  or  burgher  among 
them  but  w'as  as  good  as  Verdier,  that  approved 
commander.  During  the  whole  siege  no  man  more 
distinguished  himself  than  Father  Santiago  Sass, 
the  curate  of  one  of  the  parishes.t  The  loss  of  the 

*  Niipier. 

f  Of  this  bold  and  indefatigable  churchman  Southey  says:  “lie 
was  always  to  be  seen  in  tlie  streets,  sometimes  fighting  wiili  the  most 
determined  bravery  against  the  enemies,  not  of  his  country  alone  but’ 
of  freedom,  and  of  all  virtuous  principles,  wherever  tliey  were  to  be 
found  ;  at  other  times  administering  the  sacrament  to  the  dying,  and 
confirming,  with  the  authority  of  faith,  that  hope  which  gives  to  death, 
under  such  circumstances,  the  joy,  the  exultation,  the  triumph,  ami 
the  spirit  ofmart\rdom.  Palafox  reposed  the  utmost  confidence  in 
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French  was  dreadful,  and  they  were  dislieartened 
hy  a  succession  of  bad  news — the  surrender  of 
Hupont,  the  failure  of  Moncey  before  Valencia,  and 
the  report  that  the  junta  of  that  province  had  sent 
6000  men  into  Aragon,  to  join  the  levies  there, 
and  co-operate  for  tl)e  relief  of  the  Zaragozans. 
After  maintaining  this  murderous  contest  for  eleven 
days  and  nights — fighting  more  by  night  than  by 
day — they  ceased  attacking,  abandoned  many  of 
the  houses  and  churches  they  had  stormed  and 
taken,  and  concentrated  in  a  corner.  They  had 
possessed  one  half  of  the  city,  but  the  space  they 
now  occupied  was  reduced  to  about  one-eighth  part. 
The  streets  which  they  abandoned  were  literally 
strewed  Avith  dead — French  and  Spaniards  in  many 
places  lying  intermixed  or  heaped  one  upon  the 
otlier.  The  bodies  festered  and  putrified  under 
the  heat  of  the  August  sun,  and  while  the  combat 
was  raging  one  of  the  greatest  of  Palafox’s  difficul¬ 
ties  was  the  removing  of  these  sad  remains  of 
mortality,  from  which  the  Spaniards  apprehended 
a  pestilence.  The  method  adopted  was  to  tie  ropes 
to  the  French  prisoners,  and  push  them  forward 
among  the  dead  and  dying,  and  to  make  them,  in 
the  mouth  of  the  French  artillery  and  musquetry, 
remove  the  bodies,  and  bring  them  away  for  inter¬ 
ment.  At  sight  of  their  countrymen  the  French 
combatants  on  the  other  side  of  the  street  or  square 
generally  suspended  their  fire;  but  no  Spaniard 
could  appear  in  the  middle  of  the  street,  even  for 
this  sad  office,  without  the  certainty  of  being  either 
killed  or  wounded.  Although  they  could  not  avoid 
feeling  that  the  struggle  was  utterly  hopeless,  and 
the  prolonging  of  it  a  wanton  waste  of  life,  the 
French,  during  the  night  of  the  13th  of  August,  from 
the  angle  of  the  town  they  yet  occupied,  kept  up  a 
fierce  and  destructive  fire,  and  blew  up  the  splendid 
church  of  Santa  Engracia,  within  whose  vaults 
were  piled  the  bones  of  Spanish  saints,  martyrs, 
and  patriots — Christian  heroes  who  had  jierished 
in  the  ancient  wars  with  the  Moors.  The 
Spaniards  thought  that  the  terrible  explosion  and 
cannonade  of  the  night  would  be  followed  by  ano¬ 
ther  assault  in  the  morning  ;  but  when  the  morn¬ 
ing  came  they  saw,  to  their  surprise,  that  the 
French  had  evacuated  the  town,  and  were  in  full 
retreat  over  the  plain,  by  the  road  which  leads  to 
Pamplona.*  Verdicr  had  received  orders  from 

tliis  brave  priest,  anti  selected  him  whenever  anything  peculinvly  dif¬ 
ficult  or  hazardous  was  to  be  done.  At  the  head  of  forty  cho.seii  men, 
he  succet'dod  in  introducing  a  supply  of  powder  into  the  town,  so 
essentially  necessary  for  itsdcfence.” — Uisiurij  of  the  Peninsular  ITar. 

*  Narrative  of  the  Siege  ofZarago/a,  hy  Charles  Kichard  Vaughan, 
Fidlow  of  All  Souls,  Oxford,  and  one  of  Dr.  KadolilTc’s  travel¬ 
ling  Fellows  from  that  I'niversity. 

Mr.  Vaughan  visited  Zaragoza  a  very  short  time  after  the  siege,  and 
remained  there  for  iseveral  weeks,  living  with  Palafox,  and  taking 
great  pains  to  iiupure.  into  every  particular.  Iliswarm  sympathy  for 
the  cause,  his  admiration  of  the  hravery  and  resoluteness  of  the 
Spaniards,  may  have  led  him  into  some  triiling  military  inaccuracies  ; 
but  better  these  inaccuracies  than  a  cold  rigid  military  accuracy  which 
excludes  all  sympathy  for  tlie  ])oor  Zaragozans,  and  delights  to  dwell 
on  llie  nnskilfulnes.s  of  the  patriot  leaders,  and  the  superior  genius  of 
their  cruel  invaders  and  oppres.sors  1  One  oflho  priuci])ai  uiuis  of 
Colonel  Napier  appear.s  to  he  in  hold  up  to  contempt  I’aUUbx,  Tio 
Jorge,  and  the  otlier  plebeian  leaders  who  acted  with  the  high-born 
caplain-geiieral.  He  admits,  iudi*ed,  that  both  Lefelivre-Desuouettes 
and  Verdier  committed  mistakes;  hut  then,  as  if  grieving  to  cast  any 
censure  on  French  gener.als  who  had  risen  out  of  the  Uovolution,  and 
who  had  been  regularly  trained  and  long  exercised  in  the  art  of  war, 
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Joseph  Bonaparte  to  raise  tlie  siege,  and  retire  to 
Logrono,  but  without  any  such  order  the  French 
general  must  have  retreated ;  his  army  was  fear¬ 
fully  thinned  and  demoralized  (in  the  only  way  in 
which  the  French  now  understood  the  word)  ;  the 
Valencians  and  Aragonese  were  approaching  ;  the 
spirit  of  the  surviving  population  of  the  town  was 
unbroken  ;  and,  in  a  few  days,  if  be  bad  stayed, 
lie  must  have  been  surrounded  and  forced  to  lay 
down  his  arms,  as  Dupont  had  done.  As  soon  as 
the  dead  were  removed,  and  the  ruins  sufficiently 
cleared,  Ferdinand  VII.  was  proclaimed  with  all  the 
usual  solemnities  in  the  plaza  or  square  of  Zara¬ 
goza.  Loyalty  had  not  often  had  so  sad  a  temple, 
so  dismal  an  altar  :  all  around  was  shattered  hy 
artillery,  or  blackened  by  gunpowder,  or  stained 
with  blood ;  and  of  the  denizens  of  the  town  who 
would  have  swelled  the  shouts  of  “  Viva  Fer¬ 
nando,^’  one-tliird  at  least  were  in  their  bloody 
graves,  or  were  lying  maimed  and  mutilated,  or 
shrieking  under  the  anguish  of  their  wounds.  On 
the  25th  of  August  solemn  obsequies  were  per¬ 
formed  in  the  churches  for  the  Spaniards  who  had 
fallen,  and  their  funeral  oration  was  pronounced 
from  the  pulpit.  Such  was  the  first  siege  of  Zara¬ 
goza,  and  shame  attend  the  endeavours  of  all  those 
who  would  obscure  its  glory,  and  call  in  question 
the  high  moral  effect  it  produced  on  the  Spanish 
mind,  and  throughout  Europe!* 

About  the  same  time  that  Lefehvre-Desnouettes 
had  been  first  sent  against  Zaragoza,  Duhesme, 
who  commanded  the  French  army  in  Catalonia, 
was  directed  to  reduce  Gerona.  The  people  of 
Gerona  and  the  Catalans  generally  were  as  brave 
and  as  steady,  and  fought  as  well  behind  walls,  as 
the  Zaragozans  and  Aragonese.  They  had,  too, 
this  advantage — Gerona  had  regular  fortifications, 
and  was  exceedingly  strong  hy  nature  as  well  as 
hy  art.  In  an  attempt  to  take  the  place  hy  storm 
Duhesme  failed,  and  lost  a  great  number  of  his 
men.  Another  attempt  made  on  the  same  day  was 
not  more  successful,  although  the  Neapolitan 
colonel  Amhrosio,  and  a  French  engineer,  gained 
for  a  moment  the  top  of  the  ramparts.  On  the 
day  after  these  reverses  the  French  general  tried 
to  negotiate,  or  to  obtain  by  fraud  what  he  could 

he  says  that  Lefehvre  and  and  especially  the  latter,  displayed 

both  vigour  and  talent, 

*  From  onr  prceedin"  note  it  Mill  bo  nnder»tood  that  mc  mean  to 
include  in  thiscimsuve  the  aUvays  able  and  sometimes  elo<ineiit  mili¬ 
tary  historian  of  tlie  war  in  the  IVninsula.  (.lolonel  Napier  maintains 
that  Zaragoza  owed  her  safety  to  accident,  and  that  the  desperate 
resistance  of  the  inhabitants  was  more  the  result  of  chance  than  of 
any  peculiar  virtue  or  valour.  Yet  l!ie  only  accident  m  o  can  discover 
M’as  that  of  the  French  getting  eutani>lod  in  the  long  crooked  street, 
M  hilo  in  search  of  the  bridge  over  the  Kbro ;  and  M  e  can  see  nothing 
like  c/ianrc  in  tlie  mode  in  mIucIi  the  Zaragozans  fioM-  to  arms  and 
braved  their  invaders,  with  an  ample  knowledge  of  their  poM’er  and 
ability,  or  in  llie  May  in  which  they  protracted  their  defimee,  rejected 
the  olYor  to  capitulate,  and  fought  foi  eleven  days  and  nights  m  hen  tlie 
French  M-er<-  in  possession  of  one-half  of  the  city.  Few  historical  fads 
are  better  authcuticatod  than  the  heroism  of  the  maid  of  Zaragoza  ; 
the  mingled  piety,  charity,  and  heroism  of  the  (lonnU'.vs  Ihivita,  a  young 
and  beautiful  Moman,  M  ho,  M  ith  other  M’omen  of  all  ranks,  attended 
the  M’oundcd,  aTid  carried  Mater,  Mine,  and  provisions  to  tliose  mIio 
defended  llie  gates,  not  lliucliing  from  the  duty  even  in  the  midst  of 
shot  and  shells  ;  and  the  bravery  of  M  omeu  and  boys  during  the  M'hole 
siege.  When  the  <lead  M'cre  gatiicred  together  and  counteil,  a  large 
projiorliou  of  them  Mere  fomid  to  lie  females  and  boys;  yet  Colonel 
Napier  sneers  at  M'hat  he  calls  the  current  romantic  tales  of  female 
heroism,  and  bt'gs  to  be  aUoM'ed  to  doubt  of  their  truth. 
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not  gain  by  force ;  but  tliere  rvas  no  traitor  to  bis 
country  in  Gerona,  and  Duhesme  was  obliged  to 
retreat  by  forced  marches  upon  Barcelona.  This 
retreat  was  little  else  than  a  running-fight,  for  the 
Catalans  gathered  on  their  hill-sides  and  in  their 
mountain  passes.  Duhesme  savagely  burned  the 
towns  and  villages  through  which  he  passed,  but 
this  only  added  to  the  fury  of  men  who  had  already 
determined  to  give  no  quarter  to  the  French.  The 
insurrection  spread  through  the  w’hole  province; 
and  Admiral  Lord  Collingwood  sent  in  some 
succour  to  the  patriots,  and,  by  concluding  a  treaty 
with  the  captain-general  of  the  Balearic  Isles,  his 
lordship  rendered  the  Spanish  ships  and  troops  in 
Minorca,  Majorca,  and  Iviija  disposable  for  the 
service  of  the  Catalans.  Forthwith  1300  men 
were  conveyed  to  reinforce  the  garrison  of  Gerona ; 
and  4000  other  Spaniards  and  a  good  train  of 
artillery  were  landed  at  Tarragona.  But  the 
French  army  of  Catalonia  being  strongly  rein¬ 
forced  by  the  movable  columns  of  General  Reille, 
who  had  been  watching  the  passes  of  the  eastern 
Pyrenees,  Duhesme  turned  back  to  lay  regular 
siege  to  Gerona,  first  detaching  Reille  with  two  or 
three  Italian  regiments  to  invest  Rosas.  Reille 
was  very  unfortunate ;  the  whole  country  rose  in 
his  rear.  Captain  Otway  of  the  ‘  Montague  ’  landed 
with  some  English  marines,  and  thus  this  French 
general  was  compelled  to  retire  from  before  Rosas 
with  a  loss  of  200  men.  Nor  was  Duhesme  more 
successful  in  his  siege  of  Gerona  than  he  had  been 
in  his  attempt  to  storm  that  place  :  before  he  could 
reach  it  he  lost  many  of  his  carriages  ;  when  he  in¬ 
vested  the  place  he  found  it  well  garrisoned,  and, 
turn  his  eyes  where  he  would,  he  could  see  nothing 
but  armed  bands  of  peasantry  and  British  ships  of 
war,  which  ran  along  the  coast  cutting  off  all  sup¬ 
plies  by  sea,  and  occasionally  firing  upon  his 
advancing  columns  or  into  his  works.  In  vain 
Reille  came  to  his  assistance,  in  vain  he  employed 
12,000  infantry,  1000  cavalry,  and  25  battering 
cannon ;  he  could  make  no  impression  on  the 
walls  of  Gerona,  or  on  the  stern  hearts  of  its  in¬ 
habitants;  his  communications  were  all  cut  off, 
his  convoys  were  seized,  his  very  lines  were 
broken,  and  after  losing  many  men  he  broke  up 
the  siege  and  fled  for  Barcelona,  leaving  both 
artillery  and  stores  behind  him.  lie  could  not 
retreat  by  the  coasts  on  account  of  the  English 
frigates  that  would  have  raked  his  columns,  and 
he  could  not  get  through  the  mountains  without 
another  murderous  running-fight  with  the  peasants. 
Choosing,  however,  the  latter  course  as  the  safer  of 
the  two,  he  fled  over  the  high  lands  which  back 
the  coast,  destroying  his  ammunition,  and  throw¬ 
ing  what  remained  of  his  artillery  over  the  rocks. 
And  before  Duhesme  could  get  back  to  Barcelona, 
one  of  the  richest  and  most  populous  cities  in 
Spain,  the  real  basis  of  his  operations,  that  port 
was  blockaded  by  two  British  frigates  under  the 
command  of  Lord  Cochrane,  who  landed  his 
marines,  drove  the  French  from  some  of  their 
positions,  and  blew  up  their  works  at  Mongat.  In 
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several  encounters  weak  French  detachments  were 
beaten  by  the  armed  peasantry  and  the  regular 
troops  which  had  been  brought  over  from  the 
Balearic  Isles,  and,  when  the  ferocious  Duhesme 
reached  Barcelona,  he  came  flying  before  the 
Spanish  general  Caldagues,  with  an  army  dis¬ 
organised  and  deprived  of  almost  everything  that 
rendered  it  formidable. 

Almost  equally  unsuccessful  and  fatal  w'ere  the 
operations  of  Marshal  Moncey  in  Valencia.  As 
the  marshal  advanced  into  the  province  in  the 
month  of  June,  he  found  that  all  the  villages  were 
deserted,  and  that,  “  either  from  fear  or  hatred, 
every  living  person  fled  before  his  footsteps.”  * 
As  he  advanced  still  farther,  he  saw  the  rocks 
covered  with  armed  peasantry,  some  Spanish 
regulars  and  some  Swiss  troops,  and,  although  he 
dislodged  them  and  took  some  of  their  cannon, 
ammunition,  and  baggage,  he  found  other  foes 
hanging  on  his  flanks  and  on  his  rear  on  the 
morrown  At  last,  on  the  27th  of  June,  he  arrived 
before  the  strong  and  ancient  walls  of  the  city  of 
Valencia.  On  tlie  28th  and  29th  he  fired  upon 
the  town  with  his  field-pieces,  having  no  battering 
train  with  him.  The  Spaniards  replied  witli 
heavy  guns  which  overpowered  his  fire.  Many  of 
his  people  w'ere  wounded,  and  among  them  his 
general  of  engineers.  He  had  e.vpected  to  find  a 
party  in  the  town  favourable  to  the  French,  but 
the  Valencians  had  massacred  all  the  French 
residents,  and  could  expect  only  a  bloody  retalia¬ 
tion  if  he  should  gain  an  entrance  into  their  city. 
There  was  not  a  man  that  would  communicate 
with  him,  all  were  determined  to  resist  to  the  last, 
and  their  courage  was  kept  up  by  the  visible 
effect  of  their  own  fire,  by  the  trifling  effect 
produced  by  Moncey’s  field-pieces,  and  by  the 
exhortations  and  example  of  a  friar  who  ran 
through  the  streets  with  a  cross  in  one  hand  and 
a  sword  in  the  other.  On  the  evening  of  the  29th 
Marshal  Moncey  relinquished  the  attack  and  began 
a  hasty  retreat.  He  had  been  promised  assistance 
from  the  French  army  in  Catalonia,  but  Duhesme 
was  not  in  a  condition  to  send  him  any  aid.  The 
Spanish  general  Serbelloni,  imprudently  risking  a 
battle  in  the  open  field  with  badly  disciplined 
troops,  sustained  a  complete  defeat.  But  a  detach¬ 
ment  which  Moncey  had  left  in  the  Cuenca  was 
surprised,  beaten,  and  cut  to  pieces  ;  and  General 
Frere,  who  had  been  sent  from  Madrid  to  reinforce 
Moncey,  mistook  bis  road,  was  embarrassed  by 
orders  issued  from  head-quarters  without  any 
accurate  knowledge  of  the  state  of  the  country  or  of 
the  place  where  he  was  to  seek  the  marshal,  and, 
after  making  many  useless  marches  in  the  heat  of 
summer,  he  joined  Moncey  \\ith  sickly,  wearied, 
worn-out,  disheartened  troops.  Savary  sent  his 
colleague  in  kidnapping,  Caulaincourt,  to  quell  the 
insurrection  in  the  Cuencj’a.  On  the  3rd  of  July 
an  atrocious  butchery  was  committed,  the  town  of 
Cuenca  was  pillaged,  and  Caulaincourt  wrote  to  his 
superior,  Savary,  that  he  had  performed  his  mis- 
*  Napier. 
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sion,  and  quenched  the  flames  of  insurrection.  But 
the  blood  which  had  been  shed — the  blood  of  men, 
women,  and  children,  of  aged  priests,  of  monks 
and  friars — instead  of  quenching  these  flames, 
made  them  rage  the  higher.  Insurgent  bands 
gathered  all  round  Marshal  Moncey  and  Frere, 
cutting  off  their  stragglers,  and  killing  every 
Frenchman  they  could  surprise.  Moncey,  how¬ 
ever,  after  reorganising  his  forces  and  preparing 
artillery,  was  thinking,  or  was  said  to  be  thinking, 
of  returning  to  Valencia  to  make  a  second  attempt 
on  that  strong  and  well-defended  city,  when  he 
received  from  Savary  a  positive  order  to  hasten 
back  to  Madrid  and  protect  his  gracious  majesty 
King  Joseph.  These  details  will  be  sufficient  to 
convey  a  notion  of  the  manner  in  which  the  war 
was  carried  on  by  the  Spaniards  so  long  as  they 
were  left  to  act  in  the  field  by  themselves.  Not¬ 
withstanding  the  affair  of  Baylen,  which  raised 
their  self-confidence  to  a  giddy  and  dangerous 
elevation,  and  some  other  encounters  in  which, 
mainly  through  the  advantages  of  ground  and  other 
local  circumstances,  they  had  a  decided  advantage, 
it  was  on  the  whole  very  clearly  demonstrated  that 
there  was  very  little  military  genius  among  the 
Spanish  commanders,  that  a  Spanish  army  could 
not  yet  contend  in  the  open  field  with  veteran 
French  troops,  and  that  all  the  Spaniards  fought 
best  when  covered  by  walls  and  strong  stone 
houses.  But  by  this  time  British  bayonets  were 
glittering  on  the  shores  of  the  Peninsula,  and 
General  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley  was  preparing  to 
enter  upon  a  career  far  greater  and  more  glorious 
than  his  Indian  one  had  been. 

As  soon  as  the  first  popular  insurrection  at 
Madrid  was  known  at  the  frontier  town  of  Badajoz, 
an  anonymous  proclamation  from  that  city  was 
circulated  on  the  Portuguese  border;  and  a  lieu¬ 
tenant  of  the  King  of  Spain’s  Walloon  guards  was 
sent'  on  to  Lisbon  to  consult  secretly  with  the 
Spanish  general  Caraffa  upon  the  means  of  with¬ 
drawing  the  Spanish  troops  which  had  marched  into 
Portugal  with  Junot.  Caraffa,  an  Italian  by  birth, 
would  not  declare  himself  at  that  time,  but  he 
concealed  from  Junot  the  object  of  the  lieutenant’s 
secret  mission ;  and  many  of  the  men  under  his 
command  began  to  desert.  At  first  these  Spa¬ 
niards,  who  had  come  into  Portugal  to  help  the 
French  to  subjugate  the  country,  fled  in  small 
parties  ;  but  these  parties  gradually  became  larger, 
and  at  last  a  whole  regiment  marched  oft’  for  Spain 
in  a  body  in  defiance  of  its  colonel.  Junot  sent 
a  detachment  of  600  French  to  intercept  this 
Spanish  regiment ;  the  late  allies  met  as  mortal 
enemies,  the  Spaniards,  with  their  homes  in  their 
eye  and  heart,  proved  victorious,  and  the  French 
detachment  lost  nearly  half  of  its  original  number 
in  killed  and  wounded.  The  Spaniards  were  as¬ 
sisted  by  the  Portuguese  peasantry.  Sundry  in¬ 
genious  attempts  w'ere  made  by  the  French  to 
revive  the  jealousies  and  animosities  which  had  so 
long  raged  between  the  two  neighbouring  nations, 
but  they  were  attended  with  no  success.  Their 
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ingenuity  w'as  defeated  by  their  rapacity  and  vio¬ 
lence,  w'hich  were  sufficient  to  make  the  Portuguese 
forswear  for  the  present  all  enmities  except  against 
the  French.  Junot  plundered  remorselessly  at 
Lisbon,  and  Kellermann  and  his  other  generals 
closely  followed  his  example  in  other  parts  of  the 
country.  At  the  same  time  the  common  soldiery 
carried  on  a  trade  of  their  own,  and  insulted  the 
priests  and  outraged  the  -women.  The  great  city 
of  Oporto  was  in  possession  of  the  Spanish'general 
Bellesta,  who  had  occupied  it  by  virtue  of  that 
infamous  secret  treaty  of  Fontainebleau,  which  was 
to  give  to  Spain  a  portion  of  the  subdued  and  par¬ 
titioned  kingdom  of  Portugal.  Junot  had  placed 
a  French  general  over  the  head  of  Bellesta,  to 
guide  him  and  watch  him  ;  but  General  Quesnel 
had  only  'iO  dragoons  and  a  few  other  Frenchmen 
with  him,  and,  when  news  arrived  of  the  turn  affairs 
were  taking  in  all  parts  of  Spain,  Bellesta  obeyed 
the  voice  of  his  country,  put  the  French  and  their 
general  under  arrest,  and  convoked  the  military, 
judicial,  and  civil  authorities  of  Oporto.  To  the 
Portuguese  functionaries  the  Spanish  general  ex¬ 
pressed  a  hope  that  Junot  would  be  seized  in 
Lisbon  as  Quesnel  had  been  in  Oporto,  and  that 
the  Portuguese  would  everywdiere  rise  against  the 
French  as  the  Spaniards  were  doing.  The  more 
timid  said  that  they  had  no  means  of  resisting  so 
terrible  an  enemy  as  the  French  ;  and  that  it  would 
be  better  to  wait  till  they  could  learn  what  had 
happened  at  Lisbon.  But  higher  feelings  pre¬ 
vailed  ;  the  resolution  was  adopted  to  raise  the 
standard  of  the  house  of  Braganza  at  once,  and  a 
Portuguese  officer  went  straight  from  the  place  of 
meeting  to  the  fortress  of  S.  Joam  da  Foz,  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Douro,  and  bound  the  garrison  by  a 
formal  deed  and  solemn  oath  to  act  for  their  lawful 
prince  against  the  French.  Without  delay,  Bel¬ 
lesta  and  his  Spanish  troops  marched  away  for 
Coruna,  taking  with  them  General  Quesnel  and 
their  other  French  prisoners.  But,  almost  as  soon 
as  the  Spaniards  had  evacuated  the  city,  the  Por¬ 
tuguese  governor  declared  for  the  Emperor  Napo¬ 
leon  and  the  French,  and  succeeded  in  putting  down 
the  patriotic  insurrection.  On  learning  these  hur¬ 
ried  occurrences  at  Oporto,  Junot,  by  stratagem, 
succeeded  in  disarming  and  seizing  about  1200 
Spanish  troops  that  were  quartered  in  the  capita], 
and  about  3000  more  that  were  quartered  in 
IMafra  and  other  places.  In  all  about  4500  Spa¬ 
niards  were  made  prisoners  in  ships  and  hulks 
upon  the  Tagus.  Bonaparte’s  lieutenant  then  ad¬ 
dressed  proclamations  to  the  Portuguese  people, 
and  to  the  Portuguese  army.  In  the  vain  hope  of 
attaching  that  army,  he  promised  regular  and  in¬ 
creased  pay,  promotion,  glory,  every  advantage  and 
every  hope  that  was  possessed  by  the  Invincibles 
of  the  Grand  Army,  the  favourites  of  Fortune,  and 
of  the  Emperor  Napoleon.  But  by  this  time  the 
French  had  everywhere  rendered  themselves  odious 
and  suspected.  During  a  religious  procession  the 
cry  was  got  up,  by  combination  or  by  accident,  that 
the  English  fleet  was  crossing  the  bar,  and  ascending 
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the  Tagus  to  honibard  Lisbon  :  the  French  troops 
formed  as  if  expecting  some  massacre  like  that  of 
the  Sicilian  Vespers,  the  Portuguese  fled  as  if  ex¬ 
pecting  to  be  immediately  massacred  by  the  French. 
Edicts  were  issued  commanding  all  persons  to 
deliver  up  their  fire-arms,  swords,  and  other 
weapons,  prohibiting  the  kindling  of  bonfires  and 
any  use  of  gunpowder,  making  parents  answer- 
able  for  their  children,  schoolmasters  for  their  boys, 
masters  for  their  servants,  &c, ;  and  every  possible 
exertion  was  made  to  place  Lisbon  and  its  castles 
in  a  state  of  defence,  and  to  put  down  insurrection 
in  the  neighbouring  country.  All  this  served  only 
to  hasten  the  universal  rising.  As  in  Spain,  the 
priests  and  monks  put  themselves  in  the  front  of 
the  insurrection.  At  Braga  the  archbishop  un¬ 
veiled  the  royal  arms  of  Braganza,  and  recited  the 
prohibited  prayer  for  the  prince-regent  and  fugitive 
royal  family.  The  flags,  the  arms,  the  symbols  of 
the  displaced  dynasty  were  displayed  in  one  town 
after  another,  and  the  tricolor  of  the  intruders 
was  cast  to  the  earth,  and  torn  to  pieces.  In  the 
city  of  Braganza  an  abbot  read  aloud  the  news  of 
the  first  insurrection  at  Oporto,  and  the  governor 
of  the  province  declared  openly  against  the  French. 
Here,  as  in  other  towns,  there  were  some  timid, 
calculating  men,  who  wished  to  remain  quiet,  and 
who  doubted  whether  the  Portuguese  could  ever 
resist  the  French  army  of  Junot,  and  the  mighty 
masses  which  the  Emperor  Napoleon  might  send 
to  back  them.  The  old  governor  took  a  party  of 
this  class  of  politicians,  who  had  waited  upon  him 
to  know  the  meaning  of  all  this  stir,  to  a  window, 
and  showed  them  the  streets  swarming  with  people, 
who  were  all  excited  to  the  utmost,  and  shouting, 
“  The  royal  House  of  Braganza  for  ever  !  down  with 
the  French!”  “There,”  said  he,  “  you  hear  what 
is  the  meaning ;  and  you  may  attempt  to  quiet 
that  multitude  if  you  dare!”  The  old  governor 
illuminated  his  house,  which  was  the  signal  for  a 
general  illumination  :  he  collected  all  the  arms  that 
were  in  the  city,  he  sent  to  Chaves  for  more ;  he 
called  upon  all  reduced  Portuguese  officers  to  come 
forward ;  and  he  issued  orders  to  all  the  chief  au¬ 
thorities  under  him  in  the  province  to  proclaim 
their  lawful  prince,  and  enrol  the  peasantry.  A 
grand  mass  was  celebrated  next  day  in  the  cathe¬ 
dral,  and  all  who  were  present  mounted  the  national 
cockade,  the  clergy  wearing  it  upon  the  breast.* 
This  national  joy  was  damped  by  the  intelligence 
received  from  Lisbon  and  from  Oporto ;  but  in  a 
very  few  days  Oporto  became  the  scene  of  another 
insurrection,  which  was  not  destined  to  be  put  down 
by  the  caution  or  timidity  of  any  Portuguese  go¬ 
vernor.  News  was  spread  there  by  some  of  the 
patriots  that  a  Spanish  army  was  in  full  march  for 
Portugal,  that  the  French  were  flying  from  Spain, 
that  an  English  fleet  was  coming  with  arms  and 
money.  The  people  of  the  town  rose  to  a  man, 
the  Portuguese  soldiery  joined  them ;  the  flag  of 
Braganza  was  again  displayed,  the  arsenal  was 
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thrown  open,  arms  and  cartridges  were  distributed 
to  all  who  applied  for  them  ;  the  monks  rang  their 
bells,  the  soldieis  swore  on  their  swords  to  fight 
and  die  for  their  country,  their  religion,  and  their 
king ;  and  the  Bishop  of  Oporto  came  forth  from 
his  palace,  kissed  the  national  banner,  put  himself 
at  the  head  of  the  insurrection,  and  led  the  enthu¬ 
siastic  multitude  to  the  cathedral,  there  to  implore 
the  divine  assistance  in  their  meritorious  under¬ 
taking.  In  imitation  of  the  Spaniards,  a  provisional 
junta  of  supreme  government  was  then  appointed, 
and  the  bishop  was  placed  at  the  head  of  it  w'ith 
the  title  of  president-governor.  The  bishop,  by 
name  Antonio  de  S.  Jose  e  Castro,  forthwith  pub¬ 
lished  a  manifesto,  declaring  that  the  French  go¬ 
vernment  was  abolished  and  exterminated,  and  the 
royal  authority  restored,  to  be  exercised  plena- 
rily  and  independently  by  the  provisional  junta 
of  Oporto,  till  the  government  instituted  by  his 
royal  highness  the  prince-regent  should  be  re¬ 
established.  The  junta  gave  orders  to  proclaim 
the  prince  in  all  parts  of  the  kingdom,  and  every¬ 
where  to  uncover  and  display  as  heretofore  the 
royal  arms  of  Braganza;  and  they  called  upon 
all  constituted  authorities  to  attend  to  the  sum¬ 
mons  of  patriotism,  and  obey  the  provisional 
government.  One  messenger  was  instantly  dis¬ 
patched  to  the  patriotic  old  governor  of  Bra¬ 
ganza,  and  another  of  a  higher  rank  was  sent  oft'  to 
a  British  brig-of-war  which  was  hovering  oft'  the 
coast,  in  order  to  open  a  direct  communication  with 
England,  and  to  solicit  protection  and  succour. 
Voluntary  contributions  were  liberally  made  by  the 
citizens  of  Oporto,  and  the  poor  pay  of  the  Portu¬ 
guese  soldiers  was  immediately  raised.  There  was 
much  suspicion  and  some  rioting ;  but,  although 
the  number  of  traitors  or  of  French  partizans  ap¬ 
pears  to  have  been  greater  in  Portugal  than  it  was 
in  Spain,  there  was  much  less  assassination.  Two 
deputies  were  soon  sent  to  England,  and  an  alli¬ 
ance  was  concluded  with  the  junta  of  Galicia,  the 
nearest  of  the  provisional  governments  in  Spain  ; 
Galicia  engaging  to  assist  in  liberating  Portugal, 
and  Portugal  engaging  to  co-operate,  after  her  own 
deliverance,  in  expelling  the  French  from  every 
part  of  Spain.  As  in  the  latter  country,  manv 
juntas  began  to  raise  their  heads;  but  they  had 
much  less  anxiety  for  a  separate  dominion  :  several 
of  them  readily  submitted  to  the  superiority  that 
was  claimed  by  Oporto,  and  the  authority  of  the 
bishop  and  his  junta  was  soon  acknowledged 
throughout  the  north  of  Portugal.  The  whole  of 
Tras  os  Montes,  and  of  the  province  between  the 
Douro  and  the  Minho,  declared  at  once  against  the 
French.  The  insurrection  rapidly  spread  south¬ 
ward  into  Beira  and  Algarve.  The  people  and  the 
students  of  Coimbra  enthusiastically  joined  the 
national  cause,  submitting  to  the  junta  of  Oporto 
as  the  legitimate  government :  the  people  of 
Alemtejo  follow'ed  the  example  of  the  people  of 
Algarve,  and  both  were  supported  by  a  body  of 
Spanish  troops  which  crossed  the  frontiers  at  an 
opportune  moment.  The  town  of  Evora  became 
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the  centre  of  the  insurrection  in  this  quarter.  The 
French  general  Loison,  who  had  been  sent  to 
repress  the  insurgents  in  the  north,  was  quickly 
recalled  by  the  bewildered  Junot,  and  sent  into 
Alemtejo.  After  a  desperate  resistance  on  the  part 
of  the  inhabitants,  Loison  forced  his  w'ay  into  Evora, 
and  the  unhappy  town  was  then  given  up  to  in¬ 
discriminate  massacre,  the  fury  of  the  French  sol¬ 
diery  being  increased  by  the  losses  they  had  sus¬ 
tained  in  their  march,  and  in  their  attack  on  the 
place.  General  Margaron  executed  like  vengeance 
at  Jjeyria,  an  ancient  Lusitanian  city,  situated  in  a 
beautiful  country  about  100  miles  from  Lisbon. 
The  people  of  the  towm  and  the  peasantry  who  col¬ 
lected  there  had  had  little  time  for  preparation, 
when  they  heard  that  the  French  ■were  approach¬ 
ing  :  the  town  ■was  open  on  all  sides,  and  they  had 
not  a  single  piece  of  cannon.  The  magistrates  and 
the  higher  orders  withdrew  secretly  during  the 
night  which  preceded  the  attack,  and  fled  to  the 
mountains.  But  the  poorer  patriots  staid  and 
fought.  They  were  butchered  in  heaps;  the  open 
city  was  entered  on  all  sides,  and  neither  age  nor 
sex  was  spared ;  the  old  and  young,  the  women 
and  children,  the  babe  suckling  at  the  mother’s 
breast,  were  slaughtered,  in  order  to  strike  terror 
into  the  hearts  of  the  rest  of  the  insurgents.  It 
was  this  practice  of  carrying  out  Danton’s  and 
IMarat’s  doctrine,  jaire  pettr,  that  rendered  the 
wars  in  Calabria,  in  Spain,  and  in  Portugal  so 
ruthless  and  terrible,  and  that  converted  the  armed 
population  into  the  most  merciless  of  foes.  When 
the  slaughter  in  the  streets  had  ceased,  the  French 
hunted  tor  prisoners  in  the  houses  and  churches, 
and  tusilladed  them  in  an  open  space  in  front  of 
the  chapel  of  S.  Bartholomew.  And  when  this 
was  over  they  plundered  the  houses,  and  the 
churches,  and  the  monasteries,  and  tore  open  the 
very  graves  in  a  mad  search  after  hidden  treasure. 
Scenes  equally  atrocious  took  place  at  Guarda  in 
the  north,  and  at  Bejaand  Villavicosa  in  the  south. 
In  these  butcheries,  however,  the  French  ■were  also 
losing  their  own  men  daily ;  the  peasantry  were 
ahvays  hovering  about  their  line  of  march,  cutting 
otl  stragglers,  and  intercepting  their  communica¬ 
tions  ;  and  the  necessary  rapidity  of  their  marches, 
the  heat  of  the  climate,  and  the  scarcity  or  bad¬ 
ness  of  provisions  induced  disease  and  death. 
Rarely  did  the  peasantry  show  any  mercy  to  the 
prisoners  they  took  :  the  French  had  treated  them 
like  wild  beasts,  and  like  savages  they  acted  to¬ 
wards  the  French.  After  plundering  Evora, 
Elvas,  and  Portalegre,  and  shooting  several  Spa¬ 
nish  and  Portuguese  gentlemen,  Loison  seized 
some  individuals  as  hostages,  and  marched  awav 
(or  Abrantes,  having  received  dispatches  from 
.Junot,  who  ordered  him  to  hasten  his  return  to 
Lisbon  l)y  that  route,  it  being  now  certain  that  an 
Emrlish  expedition  was  off  the  coast. 

The  Spanish  deputies  who  had  gone  to  England 
from  the  Asturias  and  Galicia  had  requested  the 
employment  of  an  auxiliary  force,  to  effect  a  diver¬ 
sion,  by  landing  on  some  point  of  the  coast  of 
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Portugal,  in  which  kingdom  the  insurrection 
had  not  then  begun.  Their  native  provinces,  the 
mountainous  regions  of  the  Asturias  and  Galicia, 
were  as  yet  untouched  by  the  French;  they 
formed,  or  were  thought  to  form,  the  main  strengtli 
of  the  Spanish  patriots  in  the  north ;  and  the 
deputies,  for  their  own  immediate  use,  asked 
only  for  arms  and  money.  Some  doubts  were 
reasonably  entertained  by  the  British  government 
whether  the  Asturians  and  Galicians  would  make 
the  best  use  of  these  succours,  and  whether  Spa¬ 
nish  armies,  and  irregular  tumultuary  levies,  could 
drive  the  French  out  of  the  Peninsula,  without  the 
assistance  of  a  disciplined  English  army.  In  the 
month  of  June  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley,  who  had 
been  promoted  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant-general  in 
April,  was  appointed  to  the  command  of  a  force, 
consisting  of  about  9000  infantry  and  one  regiment 
of  light  dragoons.  This  force  Avas  intended  for  the 
Peninsula,  but  at  the  time  of  its  departure,  and  for 
some  time  after,  it  was  not  decided  whether  it 
should  be  landed  in  Spain  or  in  Portugal.  Much 
was  left  to  the  discretion  of  Sir  Arthur  ;  and  never 
before  had  our  government  had  so  much  discretion 
and  wisdom  to  trust  to.  The  general  was  promised 
an  additional  force  of  10,000  men,  to  follow  in  a 
short  time.  The  force  actually  ready,  and  collected 
at  Cork,  had  been  assembled  by  the  “  All  Talents’  ” 
ministry,  for  the  purpose  of  making  permanent  con¬ 
quests  in  Spanish  South  America  !  On  the  12th  of 
July  Sir  Arthur  sailed  with  them  from  the  Cove  of 
Cork  for  the  Peninsula.  On  the  20th  of  July,  hav¬ 
ing  quitted  the  fleet  containing  the  troops  under  his 
command  as  soon  as  it  ■w’as  clear  of  the  coast  of 
Ireland,  Sir  Arthur  arrived  at  Coruna,  and  imme¬ 
diately  iield  conferences  with  the  junta  of  Galicia. 
He  found  those  Spaniards  full  of  confidence  :  al¬ 
though  the  battle  of  Rio  Seco  had  been  lost,  and 
tlie  battle  of  Baylen  not  yet  won,  they  asked  for 
nothing  but  arms  and  money ;  they  declined  the 
assistance  of  a  British  auxiliary  force,  but  they  ad¬ 
vised  General  Wellesley  to  land  in  Portugal,  to 
rescue  that  kingdom  from  the  French,  and  thus 
open  a  regular  communication  between  the  north 
and  south  of  Spain.  lie  was  assured  that  in  many 
places  detachments  of  the  French  had  been  defeated 
by  the  Spanisli  people,  ami  that  whole  armies  of 
them  Avould  soon  be  annihilated.  Some  money 
which  he  brought  with  him,  and  gave  them,  elated 
the  members  of  the  junta  still  more  :  he  could  not 
see  cither  in  them  or  in  the  inhabitants  of  the  town 
any  symptom  of  alarm,  or  any  doubt  of  their  final 
success.  The  junta  said  that  they  could  put  any 
number  of  men  into  the  field,  if  they  were  only 
amply  jirovided  with  money  and  arms.  His  quick 
eye  saw  at  a  glance  that  a  great  deal  more  was 
wanting  than  arms  and  money  ;  and  that  the  disin¬ 
clination  to  receive  the  assistance  of  British  troops 
was  founded  in  a  great  degree  on  Spanish  pride,  and 
on  the  objection  to  give  the  command  of  their  own 
troops  to  British  officers,  although  it  was  but  too 
apparent  that  they  had  few  or  no  capable  Spanish 
officers.  It  was  this  objection,  this  pride,  which  led  to 
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many  subsequent  reverses  and  disgraces  in  the  field, 
and  which  rendered  the  Spanish  armies  for  a  long 
time  of  little  or  no  avail.  The  Portuguese  showed 
less  pride  and  more  docility,  and  thereby  rapidly 
became  excellent  troops  in  the  hands  of  British 
officers,  and  under  the  command  of  the  great  Bri¬ 
tish  general.  Sir  Arthur  thought  that  Bonaparte 
w^ould  now  carry  on  his  operations  by  means  of 
large  armies,  and  would  make  every  effort  to  gain 
possession  of  the  northern  provinces  of  Spain,  which 
could  be  done  only  by  the  invasion  and  possession 
of  the  Asturias ;  and  that,  therefore,  our  govern¬ 
ment  ought  to  direct  its  attention  more  particularly 
to  that  important  point,  and  endeavour  to  prevail 
upon  the  Asturians  to  receive  a  body  of  our  troops. 
No  chance  or  contingency  escaped  him  :  he  thought 
it  possible  that,  if  Bonaparte  found  it  impracticable 
to  penetrate  by  land,  he  would  make  some  sudden 
effort  to  reach  the  Asturias  by  sea  ;  and  he  there¬ 
fore  recommended  the  reinforcing  of  the  English 
squadron  on  that  coast.  He  suggested  also  to  the 
junta  at  Coruna  to  fit  out  the  Spanish  ships  at  Fer- 
rol  for  this  service ;  but  they  said  that  it  would 
divert  their  attention  and  their  means  from  other 
more  important  objects  ;  and  that  they  w'ould  prefer 
relying  for  naval  defence  on  Great  Britain.  He 
saw  all  the  difficulties  of  the  case  in  their  true  light, 
and  at  once  told  our  ministers,  who  were  far  too 
sanguine,  and  who  appear  to  have  believed  that  the 
Spaniards  had  far  more  resources  than  they  pos¬ 
sessed,  that  they  must  assist  aU  the  Spanish  pro¬ 
vinces  with  money,  arms,  and  ammunition.  He 
referred  to  the  great  division  of  political  power 
caused  by  the  establishment  of  so  many  juntas  ;  but 
he  was  not  quite  certain  that  each  of  the  kingdoms 
of  Spain  should  not  be  governed  by  its  own  junta, 
and  he  was  convinced  that  the  general  zeal  and  exer¬ 
tions  of  each  were  greater  at  present  than  they 
would  be  if  the  whole  kingdom  were  under  the 
direction  of  one  body.’*'  The  junta  strongly  recom¬ 
mended  him  not  to  land  at  Lisbon,  or  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  the  French  army,  urging  as  an  objection 
that  he  would  thereby  lose  the  advantage  of  the 
co-operation  of  the  Spanish  and  Portuguese  forces 
that  were  collecting  at  Oporto,  and  Uiat  would 
not  be  able  to  approach  Lisbon  till  they  had  heard 
that  he  had  disembarked.  They  recommended  him 
to  effect  a  landing  at  Vigo,  or  at  Oporto,  and  thence 
carry  the  allies,  whose  strength  they  exaggerated, 
with  him  to  Lisbon.  His  own  views,  and  his  gene¬ 
ral  instructions,  were  in  favour  of  a  landing  in 
Portugal ;  but  he  determined  not  to  fix  upon  the 
spot  until  he  obtained  more  accurate  information. 
On  the  night  of  the  21st  of  July  he  set  sail  from 
Coruna,  to  look  after  the  transports  and  the  fleet 
that  were  conveying  his  army.  The  fleet  joined 
him  the  next  day  at  sea,  and  he  then  sailed  instantly 
for  Oporto,  where  he  arrived  on  the  24th.  By  this 
time  Qporto  and  the  neighbourhood  w'as  in  full  in¬ 
surrection  ;  and  he  found  that  the  warlike  bishop 
bad  gathered  together  about  3000  men,  full  of 
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liuglou  Dis[iatches. 


ardour,  but  badly  armed  and  equipped.  He  also 
learned  from  the  bishop  that  about  5000  Portuguese 
regular  troops  were  stationed  at  Coimbra,  on  the 
Mondego  river,  and  that  there  were  about  12,000 
peasants  who  only  wanted  arming,  clothing,  and 
disciplining.  Some  of  the  more  regular  levies  had 
gotten  a  thousand  muskets  from  the  English  fleet, 
but  others  of  the  same  class  had  no  fire-arms  except 
fowling-pieces.  Of  the  corps  of  Spanish  infantrjq 
which  ought  to  have  been  at  Oporto,  he  could  hear 
nothing,  except  that  it  had  been  stopped  on  the 
frontier,'  and  that  w’hether  it  would  come  at  all 
was  doubtful.  Having  made  arrangements  with 
the  Bishop  of  Oporto  for  a  supply  of  mules  and 
horses.  General  Wellesley  sailed  to  the  south  as  far 
as  the  Tagus,  to  get  fresh  and  corrector  information 
as  to  the  strength  and  position  of  the  French  troops 
in  and  near  Lisbon.  Nothing  was  left  to  hazard, 
or  to  that  second  and  third  hand  information  which 
had  so  often  misled  inferior  commanders.  When 
he  had  obtained  ample  knowledge  of  the  strength 
and  disposition  of  Junot’s  forces,  he  fixed  upon 
Mondego  Bay  as  his  proper  landing-place.  The 
small  town  and  fort  of  Figueira,  on  the  southern 
bank  of  the  Mondego,  had  been  carried  by  the  Por¬ 
tuguese  insurgents,  and  were  now  occupied  by  300 
marines  belonging  to  the  English  fleet,  and  higher 
up  the  river  at  Coimbra  were  posted  the  5000 
Portuguese  regulars.  On  the  30th  of  July  General 
Wellesley  anchored  in  the  bay,  and  on  the  1st  of 
August  the  troops  were  landed  near  the  town  of 
Figueira,  according  to  orders  and  rules  most  pre¬ 
cisely  laid  down  by  the  general.  Their  spirits  were 
raised  by  the  intelligence  they  received  of  Casta- 
nos’s  victory  over  Dupont.  The  surf  on  the  whole 
coast  of  Portugal  is  great;  the  disembarkation 
presented  many  difficulties,  but,  with  the  exception 
of  a  few  casualties,  the  infantry  and  the  handful  of 
cavalry  were  safely  landed.  On  the  5th  of  August 
General  Spencer  joined  from  Cadiz,  with  about 
4000  men,  thus  raising  the  entire  force  under  Sir 
Arthur’s  command  to  13,000  foot  and  400  or  500 
cavalry;  but  150  of  the  20th  light  dragoons  were 
dismounted. 

The  French  forces  at  this  time  in  Portugal  con¬ 
sisted  of  from  16,000  to  18,000  men;  but,  de¬ 
ducting  the  garrisons  of  Elvas,  Peniche,  Setubal, 
and  other  places,  there  remained  only  about  14,000 
men  for  the  defence  of  Lisbon  and  its  approaches. 
Their  communications  were  cut  off  tfom  their 
countrymen  in  Spain,  for,  since  the  surrender  of 
Duj)ont,  the  Spanish  patriots  were  masters  of 
Andalusia  and  Estremadura,  and  in  Old  Castile 
the  French  corps  under  Bessieres  had  not  ad¬ 
vanced  farther  than  Benavente,  being  observed  by 
the  Spanish  army  of  Galicia.  About  the  same  time 
the  French  corps  at  Madrid  were  abandoning  that 
capital,  and  retiring  hastily  to  the  Ebro.  A  clear 
stage  was  therefore  left  for  the  contest  in  Portugal 
between  Wellesley  and  Junot,  whose  respective 
disposable  forces  w’ere  nearly  equal,  except  tliat  the 
French  had  the  advantage  of  a  considerable  body 
of  cavalry,  an  arm  in  which  the  English  were 
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almost  entirely  wanting.*  On  the  9th  of  August 
the  English  began  their  march  southward  towards 
Lisbon.  The  advanced  guard  entered  the  town  of 
Leyria,  where  it  found  the  Portuguese  force  of 
5000  men  under  General  Freire,  who  had  moved 
from  Coimbra,  and  who  had  appropriated  to  the 
wants  of  his  own  people  the  stores  which,  by  an 
agreement  between  the  bishop  and  junta  of  Oporto, 
and  Sir  Arthur,  were  to  remain  for  the  use  of  the 
English  troops.  This  was  an  awkward  beginning 
of  the  connexion  between  the  two  allied  armies ;  but 
what  followed  was  rather  worse  ;  General  Freire 
demanded  that  his  corps  should  henceforward  be 
furnished  with  provisions  by  the  English  com¬ 
missariat,  which  had  scarcely  provisions  enough  to 
supply  the  newdy-landed  English  troops.  The 
preposterous  demand  of  Freire  is  to  be  excused 
only  by  the  poverty  of  his  country,  and  by  the  fact 
that  the  French  had  seized  and  removed  nearly 
everything  that  could  be  carried  off ;  but  Sir 
Arthur  Wellesley  and  his  commissariat  stand  in 
need  of  no  excuse  for  refusing  to  accede  to  the  de¬ 
mand  of  the  Portuguese  general ;  they  had  nothing 
to  spare,  and  their  army  must  mainly  depend  for 
support — at  least  for  the  present,  and  until  cargoes 
could  arrive  from  Great  Britain — on  such  provi¬ 
sions  as  they  had  landed,  and  on  such  as  the 
country  they  had  come  to  deliver  from  the  in¬ 
vaders  could  afford  to  sell  for  money.  Junot  had 
raised  his  supplies  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet; 
Wellesley  offered  hard  dollars  for  his.  Freire, 
however,  was  so  unreasonable  as  to  feel  injured  and 
insulted  :  he  absolutely  refused  to  advance  with 
the  English  ;  he  remained  behind  at  Leyria  ;  and 
was  with  difficulty  prevailed  upon  to  allow  1600 
of  his  men  to  join  Sir  Arthur. t  On  the  14th  the 
English  came  in  sight  of  the  ancient  and  magni¬ 
ficent  abbey  of  Alcoba^a,  and  entered  the  towm  of 
that  name.  On  the  15th  they  were  at  Caldas,  fol¬ 
lowing  the  road  to  Torres  Vedras,  which  runs 
parallel  to  the  sea-coast,  and  is  nowhere  distant 
from  the  sea.  It  was  near  Roli(;a,  at  that  time  a 
large  and  beautiful  village,  about  ten  or  twelve 
English  miles  beyond  Caldas,  that  the  first  en¬ 
gagement  between  the  English  and  the  French 
took  place. 

Junot,  on  the  first  new's  of  the  landing  of  the 
English,  determined  to  abandon  the  provinces,  to 
evacuate  all  the  fortresses  except  Elvas  and  Al¬ 
meida,  and  to  concentrate  his  forces  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  Lisbon.  He  sent  a  division  of  about 
5000  men,  under  General  Delaborde,  towards 
Leyria,  to  keep  Wellesley  in  check ;  and  he 

*  A.  Viciisseux.— Milit,.ivy  I.ife  of  the  Puke  of  Wellington. 

+  “  OunoiMl  Freire,”  s:iys  Sir  Arthur,  ”  lias  been  apprised  of  the 
state  of  my  resources,  and  yet  he  perseveres  in  his  plan;  .tnd  I  ac- 
knotvleilge  that  I  can  attribute  it  only  to  his  apprelieusions,  which, 
how'ever,  he  has  never  hinted  to  me, — that  we  are  not  suflieiently 
strong  for  t)ie  enemy,  I  am  convinced  that  he  can  have  no  personal 
motive  for  his  condtict,a5  I  have  been  always  on  the  most  corditil  good 
terms  with  him.  I  liave  sti  (iplied  him  witli  arms,  ammunition,  and 
flints,  atid  have  done  everything  iti  my  power  for  his  army  ;  aiid,otilv 
on  the  day  liefore  he  communicated  to  me  the  alteration  of  his  plan 
for  the  march  of  his  army,  he  voluntarily  jilaced  himself  atid  his 
troop  under  my  command,”— /.filer  to  I'Sscuunt  Casllereagh  in  Our- 
u'uua,  irdlingtim  Dispatches. 

llelore  landing  in  Moudegi)  Bay  Sir  Arthur  had  setitthc  Portuguese 
5U00  muskets.  ° 
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ordered  Loison,  who  had  returned  from  his  bloody 
expedition  into  Alemtejo,  and  had  crossed  the 
Tagus  by  the  bridge  of  boats  at  Abrantes,  to  push 
forward  and  join  Delaborde  at  Leyria.  But  the 
rapid  advance  of  the  English  obliged  Delaborde  to 
fall  back  before  Loison  could  reach  him.  On  the 
16Lh  Wellesley’s  rifles  drove  in  Delaborde’s  piquets 
and  took  possession  of  the  village  of  Obidos, 
situated  upon  an  insulated  hill  between  Caldas  and 
Rolitja.  Delaborde,  however,  resolved  to  make  a 
stand  in  the  favourable  position  of  Roli^a,  expect¬ 
ing  every  moment  to  see  Loison  appear  on  his 
right.  In  his  front  were  ravines  and  precipices, 
and  steep  hills  overgrown  with  underwood  and 
briars,  and  roughened  by  fragments  of  rock.  But 
Sir  Arthur  was  informed  of  Loison’s  approach, 
and  therefore  hastened  to  attack  Delaborde  before 
he  should  arrive.  Accordingly  he  formed  his 
army  into  three  columns : — the  right,  consisting  of 
Portuguese,  was  to  make  a  demonstration  on  Dela¬ 
borde’s  left ;  the  left  was  sent  to  ascend  the  steep 
hills  on  the  enemy’s  right,  and  to  watch  the  ap¬ 
proach  of  Loison,  who  was  coming  in  that  quarter  ; 
and  the  centre,  which  was  the  column  of  attack, 
marched  along  the  valley  and  up  the  ravines  to  the 
front  of  Delaborde’s  position.  In  all  three  direc¬ 
tions  the  difficulties  of  the  ground  were  great,  but 
they  were  greatest  to  the  central  or  attacking 
column.  In  some  places  the  way  would  not  admit 
more  than  three  or  four  men  abreast;  the  French 
had  posted  an  ambush  of  riflemen  among  the  cop¬ 
pices  of  myrtle  and  arbutus,  and  bere  it  was  that 
Colonel  Lake,  the  brave  son  of  a  brave  father,  fell 
with  many  of  his  men  of  the  29th  regiment.  When 
the  eentral  column  reached  the  summit  of  the 
heights,  they  were  exposed  to  a  fire  from  the  vine¬ 
yards,  and  for  some  time  they  could  not  form  a 
front  to  return  it.  But  the  bayonets  of  the  British 
grenadiers  cleared  some  ground,  and  then  the 
column  formed  and  fired,  and  drove  back  the 
French.  Delaborde  rallied  his  men,  and  brought 
them  thrice  hack  to  charge,  or  attempt  to  charge ; 
but  each  time  they  were  brought  to  a  pause  by  the 
sturdy  immoveable  mass  before  them  ;  and,  instead 
of  driving  the  English  back  down  the  steep  break¬ 
neck  hills,  they  fell  back  themselves  to  higher 
ground  in  the  rear.  They  had  been  told  that  the 
English  troops  were  nought,  and  that  their  general, 
Sir  Arthur  Wellesley,  was  but  a  sepoy-general, 
who  might  beat  Indian  sultans  and  rajahs,  but 
who  was  altogether  incapable  of  contending  with 
French  commanders  who  had  risen  out  of  the 
Revolution,  and  who  had  been  trained  under  the 
Emperor  Napoleon;  but  the  precision  of  move¬ 
ment,  the  unflinching  steadiness,  the  regularity, 
and  the  quickness  of  their  firing,  undeceived  them, 
and  showed  them  the  real  qualities  of  British  in¬ 
fantry,  while  all  those  who  understood  anything  of 
the  business  of  war  saw  a  high  directing  ,  mind, 
and  felt  that  the  sepoy-general  was  a  great  master 
in  the  art  of  war.  The  French  officers  had  made 
good  use  of  the  time  allowed  them  since  their  first 
arrival  in  the  country  in  drilling  and  disciplining 
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their  men ;  hut  still  these  French  troops  were  no 
veterans,  and  were  very’  far  from  being  the  elite 
of  Bonaparte’s  armies.  On  equal  ground,  and 
with  an  equality  of  artillery  (our  central  column 
had  scarcely  been  able  to  get  a  single  6-pounder 
up  the  ravines),  they  would  not  have  stood  one 
quarter  of  an  hour  before  the  men  opposed  to 
them.  As  matters  were,  they  continued  the  con¬ 
test  for  nearly  two  hours,  when  the  apparition  of 
our  two  other  columns  on  their  right  and  left 
forced  them  to  make  a  hasty  retreat  into  the  ham¬ 
let  of  Azambugeira.  They  left  above  600  killed 
and  wounded,  and  three  pieces  of  artillery  behind 
them.  The  loss  of  the  British  was  about  480. 
From  Azambugeira  Delaborde  retreated  in  good 
order  to  Torres  Vedras,  where  he  was  joined  by 
Loison.  On  the  18th  General  Wellesley  followed 
him,  and,  still  keeping  near  the  sea-coast,  advanced 
to  Lourinha.  On  the  19th  he  moved  on  to 
Vimeiro,  where  he  was  joined  on  the  20th  by 
Generals  Anstruther  and  Acland,  with  two  bri¬ 
gades  just  arrived  from  England.  This  raised 
his  force  to  about  17,000  British,  besides  1600 
Portuguese.  But  Junot,  by  calling  in  his  garrisons, 
had  now  a  force  numerically  equal,  or  nearly 
equal,  to  this ;  he  retained  his  superiority  in  cavalry 
as  also  in  artillery,  and,  what  was  of  more  conse¬ 
quence  than  all,  just  at  this  critical  moment  Sir 
Arthur  Wellesley  was  superseded  in  the  chief 
command  by  a  very  inferior  personage,  Lieutenant- 
General  Sir  Harry  Burrard,  who  arrived  from 
England  with  fresh  instructions  from  the  govern¬ 
ment,  or  with  different  notions  and  plans  of  cam¬ 
paign  of  his  own.  They  had  put  more  spirit  into 
the  war  than  the  Grey  and  Grenville  administra¬ 
tion  had  done  ;  but  the  present  Tory  cabinet  had 
not  yet  attained  to  any  consistency  of  system,  had 
not  yet  cast  off  old  prejudices  and  influences,  and 
they  now  went  well  nigh  to  mar  a  war  which  had 
been  most  ably  begun,  and  which,  for  the  first 
time,  offered  a  fair  and  promising  field  on  the  Con¬ 
tinent  of  Europe  to  our  national  land  forces.  Mi¬ 
nisters  themselves  were  sensible  of  the  propitious 
appearance  of  affairs  in  the  Peninsula,  and  were 
fully  determined  to  increase  the  army  employed  in 
Portugal ;  but  upon  these  very  grounds  they  also 
determined  to  entrust  the  chief  command  to  some 
ofhcer  higher  or  more  ancient  in  the  service  than 
Sir  Arthur  Wellesley.  This  was  according  to  the 
wheel  of  routine,  which  had  gone  far  to  grind 
down  all  genius  and  spirit  in  the  superior  classes  of 
the  officers  of  the  British  army.  In  India,  at 
Copenhagen,  even  in  this  incipient  Portuguese  cam¬ 
paign,  Wellesley  had  given  proof  of  superior  mili¬ 
tary  genius  ;  but  there  were  generals  in  the  ser¬ 
vice  much  more  ancient  than  he,  and,  as  if  seniority 
were  of  more  value  than  ability,  his  genius  must 
be  prostrated  before  another  man’s  antiquity.  It 
might  have  happened  that  this  active,  indefatigable 
man,  whose  physical  powers  were,  in  their  kind, 
as  perfect  as  his  intellectual  qualities,  should  have 
been  superseded  by  a  worn-out  old  man,  incapable 
of  bearing  the  heat  of  the  climate,  or  of  sitting 
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three  hours  consecutively  on  horseback.  And  this, 
by  our  unaltered  regulations,  and  the  miserable 
routine  seniority  system,  might,  and  probably  will, 
happen  again,  when  we  are  engaged  in  another 
war.  Until  some  more  loopholes  are  made  through 
wliich  ability  and  genius  may  pass  over  the  heads 
of  mere  rotation  and  antiquity,  the  superior  com¬ 
mand  of  our  forces  must  run  deadly  chances  of 
being  placed  in  inferior  hands. 

As  soon  as  it  was  resolved  at  home  to  raise  the 
British  army  in  the  Peninsula  to  30,000  men, 
ministers  gave  the  chief  command  of  the  army  to 
Lieutenant-General  Sir  Hew  Dalrymple,  who,  as 
acting  governor  of  Gibraltar,  had  so  promptly 
aided  Castanos  and  the  Spanish  army  of  Anda¬ 
lusia  ;  and  they  appointed  Sir  Harry  Burrard  to 
be  Sir  Hew’s  second  in  command,  leaving  Lieu¬ 
tenant-General  Sir  John  Moore,  who  had  just  re¬ 
turned  from  a  fruitless  expedition  to  the  Baltic, 
and  who  was  now'  on  his  way  to  the  Peninsula, 
and  Lieutenant-Generals  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley,  the 
Honourable  John  Hope,  Lord  Paget,  and  Alac- 
kenzie  Frazer,  to  command  respective  divisions  of 
the  army.  Wellesley  w’as  thus  reduced  from  first 
to  fourth.  Sir  Hew  Dalrymple  and  Sir  John 
Moore  were  both  officers  of  great  merit,  and  gener¬ 
ous,  high-minded  men  ;  but  quite  so  much  could 
not  be  said  of  Sir  Harry  Burrard;  and  the  v'ery 
best  of  the  three — Moore. — was  immeasurably  in¬ 
ferior  to  Wellesley.  Accidents,  and  the  order  in 
which  the  new-appointed  generals  arrived,  made  a 
bad  scheme  worse.  Sir  Harry  Burrard  arrived 
first;  on  the  evening  of  the  26th  he  came  to 
Maceira  Bay,  near  Yimeiro.  Sir  Arthur  imme¬ 
diately  w'ent  on  board,  and  reported  to  Sir  Harry 
the  situation  of  the  army,  and  his  own  intended 
plan  of  operations,  w'hich  was,  to  continue  march¬ 
ing  along  the  coast-road  as  far  as  Mafia,  thus  turn¬ 
ing  the  strong  position  which  Delaborde  and 
Loison  had  taken  at  Torres  Yedras,  and  by  this 
means  obliging  the  French  either  to  give  battle  or 
retreat  to  Lisbon  under  great  disadvantages.  No 
plan  could  have  been  better ;  no  reinforcements 
were  wanting,  the  British,  without  counting  either 
the  Portuguese  regulars  or  the  insurgent  peasantry 
for  anything,  being  rather  superior  in  number  to 
the  French  in  front  of  them,  and  elated  by  the  suc¬ 
cess  thev  had  obtained  at  Roli^a.  There  was  pro¬ 
bably  not  a  man  or  an  officer  in  the  army  but  was 
an.xious  to  advance.  Sir  Harry  Burrard,  however, 
thought  differently,  being  of  opinion  that  no  farther 
advance  ought  to  be  made  till  the  arrival  of  the 
reinforcements  under  Sir  John  Aloore.  But  the 
enemy  in  the  meantime  was  bringing  the  question 
to  a  speedy  issue.  Having  posted  his  army  in 
excellent  positions  in  the  village  of  Vimeiro,  and 
on  the  hills  round  the  village.  General  Wellesley 
was  retiring  to  rest,  when,  at  the  hour  of  midnight, 
a  German  officer  of  dragoons  galloped  into  the 
camp  and  reported  that  Junot  was  coming  on  to 
the  attack  at  the  head  of  20,000  men,  and  was 
only  one  hour’s  march  distant.  Undisturbed  by 
this  inflated  report,  General  W  ellesley  merely  sent 
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out  patroles  and  warned  the  piquets  to  be  on  the 
alert.  But  before  day-break  he  had  all  his  troops 
under  arms.  The  sun  rose,  all  eyes  were  directed 
in  the  direction  of  Torres  Vedras,  which  is  only 
nine  miles  from  Vimeiro,  with  a  hilly  rugged 
country  between ;  but  no  enemy  appeared.  At 
about  seven  o’clock,  however,  a  cloud  of  dust  rose 
behind  the  hills  nearest  to  the  British  positions  ; 
and  at  eight  o’clock  some  French  cavalry  were 
seen  crowding  the  heights  to  the  southward,  and 
sending  forward  scouts  in  every  direction.  This 
w'as  rapidly  followed  by  the  apparition  of  a  mass 
of  French  infantry,  preceded  by  other  cavalry; 
and  then,  column  after  column  followed  in  order  of 
battle.  Some  changes  of  position  were  made  in 
the  British  army  with  admirable  order  and 
celerity.  And,  at  ten  o’clock  on  the  morning  of 
the  not  inglorious  21st  of  August,  the  battle  began 
with  a  hot  fire  of  French  artillery.  The  principal 
attacks  were  made  upon  the  British  centre  and 
left,  with  the  view,  according  to  a  favourite  French 
expression  in  those  times,  of  driving  the  English 
into  the  sea,  which  was  there  rolling  close  in  their 
rear.  The  attack  was  made  with  great  bravery  and 
impetuosity,  but  it  was  as  gallantly  repulsed  by 
the  British.  But  for  Wellesley’s  deficiency  in 
cavalry  the  battle  would  have  been  finished  then,  for 
Colonel  Taylor,  galloping  among  the  confused,  re¬ 
treating  French,  with  the  very  few  horsemen  he 
commanded,  scattered  them  w'ith  great  execution. 
But  Margaron’s  formidable  squadrons  of  horse  came 
down  upon  Taylor,  killed  him,  and  cut  half  of  his 
feeble  squadron  to  pieces.  General  Kellermann, 
taking  advantage  of  this  check,  threw  part  of  his 
reserve  into  a  pine-wood  which  flanked  the  line  of 
retreat,  and  sent  the  rest  of  the  reserve  to  reinforce 
the  divisions  that  were  repeating  the  attack.  But 
again  the  assailants  were  repulsed  at  all  points ; 
General  Solignac  made  a  capital  mistake,  General 
Brennier  was  wounded  and  made  prisoner ;  the 
British  separated  the  French  brigades  from  each 
other,  and,  pressing  forward  with  the  bayonet,  they 
broke  and  scattered  the  enemy,  who  retreated  in 
confusion,  leaving  many  prisoners,  and  fourteen  can¬ 
non,  with  ammunition,  &c.,  behind  them.  Tlie  loss 
of  the  French  in  killed  and  wounded,  in  the  battle  of 
Vimeiro,  was  estimated  at  about  1800,  that  of  the 
British  being  exactly  '720.  Only  about  one-half 
of  the  Britisli  force  was  actually  engaged.  Except 
the  part  of  the  reserve  Avhich  Kellermann  had 
thrown  into  the  pine- wood,  the  whole  of  Junot’s 
force  was  brought  into  action;  but  Junot’s  army, 
instead  of  being  20,000  strong  as  reported  by  the 
German  officer,  was  rather  less  than  15,000.  It 
was  only  twelve  o’clock  when  the  affair  was  de¬ 
cided.  The  4th  and  8th  British  brigades  had 
suffered  very  little ;  the  Portuguese,  the  5th  and 
the  1st  British  brigades,  had  not  fired  a  shot,  and 
the  latter  was  two  miles  nearer  to  Torres  Vedras 
than  was  any  part  of  the  French  armv,  and  the 
whole  of  that  army,  moreover,  was  in  the  greatest 
confusion.  Tliere  was  abundant  time,  and  an  ad¬ 
mirable  opportunity,  to  annihilate  Junot ;  but  Sir 
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Harry  Burrard  had  landed,  and  had  brought  with 
him  the  depressing  nightmare-like  influences  of 
senility  and  irresolution.  Sir  Harry  had  been 
present  on  the  field  during  part  of  the  engage¬ 
ment,  but  he  had  declined  assuming  the  com¬ 
mand,  or  any  way  interfering  with  Sir  Arthur 
Wellesley’s  disposition  till  the  enemy  was  re¬ 
pulsed.  But  then,  when  the  French  were  running 
off,  almost  in  a  saiivp  qui  pent  disorder,  when  Major 
General  Ronald  Ferguson  on  the  left  was  close  upon 
them,  when  General  Hill  w'as  ready  to  spring  for¬ 
ward  by  a  shorter  road  than  the  French  could  take 
upon  Torres  Vedras  (which  must  have  cut  them 
off  from  Lisbon,  and  perhaps  have  obliged  them 
to  lay  down  their  arms),  and  when  General  Wel¬ 
lesley  would  have  followed  up  his  victory  by  a 
general  and  rapid  movement  forward.  Sir  Harry 
Burrard  demurred,  thought  it  unwise  to  hazard 
the  fortune  of  the  day  upon  what  he  considered  a 
perilous  throw — thought  it  advisable  not  to  move 
any  farther,  especially  on  account  of  the  superiority 
of  the  French  cavalry' — thought  it  best  of  all  to 
suspend  offensive  operations,  and  to  wait  in  tbe 
position  of  Vimeiro  until  tbe  arrival  of  Sir  John 
Moore.  Accordingly  General  Ferguson  w'as  or¬ 
dered  to  desist  from  pursuit.  General  Hill  was 
called  in;  and  the  French  officers,  to  their  great 
astonishment,  were  allowed  to  rally  their  men,  and 
make  good  their  retreat  to  the  always  admirable 
position  of  Torres  Vedras.*  On  the  next  day,  the 
22nd,  Sir  Hew  Dalrymple  arriving  in  a  frigate 
from  Gibraltar,  landed  in  Maceira  Bay,  and  su¬ 
perseded  Sir  Harry  Burrard,  as  Sir  Harry  had 
superseded  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley.  Thus,  owing 
to  the  unwise  arrangements  of  our  own  govern¬ 
ment,  and  to  chances  which  they  ought  to  have 
foreseen,  the  army,  within  twenty-four  hours,  had 
successively  three  commanders-in-chief  If  The  time 
for  prosecuting  the  victory  was  gone  before  Sir  Hew 
Dalrymple  came  ashore ;  and  popular  clamour 
was  guilty  of  great  injustice  towards  Sir  Hew  both 
with  regard  to  the  battle  of  Vimeiro  and  the  con¬ 
vention  which  followed  it. 

In  the  course  of  the  22nd  General  Kellermann 
appeared  at  the  British  head-quarters,  with  a  flag 
of  truce,  to  propose  in  the  name  of  Junot  an  armis¬ 
tice,  preparatory  to  a  convention  for  the  entire 

*  In  a  letter  aildressed  to  the  Dulce  of  York  the  day  after  the 
battle  of  Vimeiro.  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley  says,  with  rave  coolness— 
“  I  think,  if  General  Hill's  hri<;ade  and  the  advanced  guard  had 
moved  forward,  the  enemy  would  have  been  cut  olV  Irom  Torres 
Vedras  and  we  should  have  been  at  Lisbon  before  Itim  ;  if.  indeed, 
any  Frencli  aimy  had  remained  in  Portugal.  liutSiv  Harry  Burrard, 
who  was  at  this  time  iipoir  the  ground,  still  thouglit  it  advisable  not 
to  move  from  Vimeiro ;  and  the  enemy  made  good  their  retreat  to 
Torres  Vedras.  Sir  Hew  Halrymiile  arrived  this  morning,  and  has 
taken  the  command  of  the  army.”  Sir  .Arthur  w  as  much  warmer  in 
speaking  of  the  merits  of  the  men  and  officers  who  had  served  under 
him.  He  savs  to  the  Puke  of  York—*'  I  cannot  say  too  much  in 
favour  of  the  troops  ;  their  gallantry  and  their  discipline  were  equally 
conspicuous ;  and  I  must  add  that  this  is  the  only  actum  that  I  have  ever 
been  in,  in  u'liich  everything  passed  ns  it  teas  directed,  and  no  mistake 
was  made  by  any  of  the  officers  charged  with  its  cimdnct." 

+  The  Kepor'tof  the  Court  of  Inquiry  afterw  ards  said—"'  Consider¬ 
ing  the  extraordinary  circumstances  under  which  two  new  command¬ 
ing  generals  arrived  from  the  ocean,  and  joined  the  army  (tlie  one 
duling,  and  the  other  immediately  after,  a  battle,  and  those  succes¬ 
sively  superseding  each  other,  and  both  the  original  commander 
within  the  space  of  twenty-four  hours),  it  is  not  surprising  that  the 
army  was  not  carried  forward  until  the  second  day  after  tlie  action.” 
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evacuation  of  Portugal  by  the  French,  with  their 
arms  and  baggage.  The  terms  were  discussed 
between  Kellerinann  and  Sir  Hew  Dalrymple ; 
Sir  Harry  Burrard  and  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley 
both  being  present.  In  the  end  the  suspension 
of  arms  was  agreed  upon,  to  terminate  at  forty- 
eight  hours’  notice  ;  and  Sir  Hew  directed  Gene¬ 
ral  Wellesley  to  sign  this  agreement.  The  basis 
of  the  proposed  treaty  of  evacuation  was  also 
settled,  but  not  to  be  considered  as  in  force  with¬ 
out  the  concurrence  of  Admiral  Sir  Charles  Cotton, 
who  had  his  eye  on  Siniavin  and  the  Russian  ships 
of  the  line  in  the  Tagus.*  Sir  Hew  says  he  was 
quite  determined  to  conclude  no  definitive  conven¬ 
tion  to  which  the  British  admiral  was  not  a  party 
as  well  as  himself.  But  he  had  forgotten  the  Por¬ 
tuguese  general  Freire,  who  now  sent  an  aide-de- 
camp  to  ask  his  commands.  Sir  Hew  says,  that 
there  Avas  a  Portuguese  force  somewhere  he  had 
probably  heard  ;  that  in  the  forenoon  he  had  seen 
a  Portuguese  detachment  marching  to  occupy  the 
post  assigned  it  in  the  position,  but,  as  neither 
General  Freire  nor  his  army  had  been  mentioned 
to  him  during  the  recent  discussions  with  Keller- 
mann,  or  spoken  of  as  having  had  any  share  in  the 
battle  of  the  21st,  he  Avas  not  prepared  to  find  them 
so  near  at  hand ;  and  that,  therefore,  he  could  only 
tlesire  the  aide-de-camp  to  give  his  respects  to 
General  Freire,  and  tell  him  he  should  be  glad  of 
the  honour  of  seeing  him  next  day  at  Ramalhal, 
whither  he  intended  to  advance  his  head-quarters. 
On  the  23rd  Sir  Hew  and  the  army  made  a  for- 
Avard  movement,  from  Vimeiro  to  Ramalhal,  near 
Torres  Vedras,  but  within  the  boundary  stipulated 
by  the  armistice  Avhich  he  had  ordered  Sir  Arthur 
Wellesley  to  sign.  In  the  course  of  this  day  he 
Avas  visited  by  General  Friere,  who,  in  very  bad 
humour,  entered  upon  the  subject  of  the  proposed 
treaty  Avith  Junot,  and  upon  all  the  proceedings  of 
the  day  before,  with  Avhich  he  seemed  to  be  much 
offended  ;  particularly,  as  he  thought  that  he  him¬ 
self,  and  the  government  of  Portugal  (as  he  called 
the  junta  of  Oporto),  had  been  treated  Avith  dis¬ 
respectful  neglect. t  It  is  true  that  Freire,  Avho 
might  have  done  a  good  deal,  had  done  little  or 
nothing  j  it  is  true  that  the  junta  of  Oporto  Avas 
but  a  provisional  and  very  irregular  government, 

•  Sir  Hew  Dalrymple,  Memoir  of  his  Proceedings,  &c.  Sir  Hew 
says: — Limtenant  Generals  Sir  Harry  Burrard  and  Sir  Arthur  Wel¬ 
lesley  assisted  in  the  discussions  which  took  place  on  this  occasion  ; 
aud  i  need  urge  no  other  reason  for  my  assenting  to  the  measure  pro¬ 
posed  than  tliat  it  was  recinnmended  by  Sir  Arthur  JFcllesley.  whose 
opinion,  as  heinq  the  most  competent  judge  ojthe  relative  situations  of  the 
two  armies  at  this  point  (ftime,  I  should  have  thought  it  my  duty  tofolloWy 
even  if  his  judgment  had  not  been  so  particularly  recommended  to  my 
attention  by  the  secretary  of  state.  Sir  Arthur  recommended  the  measuie 
of  allowing  the  French  to  evacuate  Portugal,  with  their  arms  and  bag¬ 
gage  f  and  tint  every  facility  for  this  purpose  should  be  afforded  to 
them,  from  the  relative  state  of  the  armies  on  the  evening  of  the  22d, 
considering  that  llie  Freucli  ha<l  then  resumed  a  formidable  position 
(Torres  Vi-dras)  between  ns  and  Lisbon  ;  that  tliey  had  the  means  of 
retiring  from  that  position  to  others  in  front  of  Lisbon;  and,  linully, 
of  crossing  the  Tagus  into  Alemtejn,  with  a  view  to  the  occupation  in 
strength  of  Klvas  (a  strongly  fortilied  town),  and  eventually  of 
Almeida  (another  regular  fortress).”  And  Sir  Ilew  quotes  a  passage 
out  of  a  letter  from  Sir  A.  Wellesley  to  Lord  Castlereagh,  in  which 
Sir  A.  distinctly  says,  “  As  Sir  John  Moore's  corps  had  been  diverted 
from  the  occupation  at  Suntarem,  which  had  been  projxjsed  for  them, 
there  w  ere  no  means  to  prevent,  and  no  increase  of  numbers  could 
have  prevented,  the  French  army  from  effecting  these  objects.” 

t  Sir  Hew  Dalrymple,  Memoir. 


whose  authority  was  only  partially  acknowledged 
in  the  country  ;  but  still  it  appears  that  the  Portu¬ 
guese  general,  if  not  the  junta,  ought  to  have  been 
consulted  before  the  armistice  was  concluded,  and 
the  basis  of  the  proposed  treaty  of  evacuation 
settled.  If  any  Portuguese  had  been  present  at  the 
discussions,  they  might  have  looked  after  their  own 
property,  or  the  property  of  their  countrymen,  and 
have  more  nicely  limited  and  defined  the  baggage 
that  the  French  were  to  be  allowed  to  carry  off  Avith 
them.  Sir  Hew  Dalrymple  assured  Freire  that  no 
disrespect  was  meant ;  and  he  furnished  him  Avitli 
a  copy  of  the  armistice,  provisional  as  it  Avas  and 
subject  to  the  British  admiral’s  approval,  in  order 
that  he  might  receive  such  observations  as  Freire 
might  think  it  necessary  to  make,  assuring  the 
Portuguese  general  that  his  observations  Avould  all 
be  considered  during  the  negotiation  of  the  treaty. 
Sir  Hew,  hoAvever,  declared  that  he  could  not  con¬ 
sider  the  junta  of  Oporto  as  the  government  of 
Portugal,  and  the  legitimate  representative  of  its 
prince  ;  and  this  declaration,  Avhich  he  subsequently 
repeated  many  times,  raised  against  him  the  fierce 
and  rather  unscrupulous  animosity  of  the  Bishop 
of  Oporto.*  General  Freire  refused  to  take  any 
part  in  the  arrangements  made  or  making  Avith  the 
French,  reserving  to  himself  the  right  or  the  op¬ 
portunity  of  reprobating  the  convention  M’hen  it 
should  be  concluded  by  the  British. 

Most  unluckily,  in  sketching  the  terms  of  the 
convention  on  the  22nd,  an  article  had  been  heed¬ 
lessly  admitted  AA'hich  prejudiced  the  clauses  of  the 
final  convention,  by  stipulating  that  the  French 
army  should  not  “in  any  case”  be  considered  as 
prisoners  of  war  ;  that  “  all  the  individuals  com¬ 
posing  it  should  be  carried  to  France  Avith  arms 
and  baggage,  and  their  private  property  of  every 
description,  from  Avhich  nothing  should  be  de¬ 
tained  !”  This  of  course  would  include  the  church 
plate  and  other  public  and  private  property  Avhich 
the  French  had  taken  at  Lisbon,  or  in  the  various 
towns  which  they  had  sacked  in  consequence  of 
the  insurrection,  and  Avhich  plate  and  property  they 
had  divided  among  themselves,  and  packed  up  in 

*  “Pains  were  taken  by  the  Bishop  of  Oporto,  his  partizans  and 
adherents,  to  misrepresent  and  raise  a  clamour  against  the  convention, 
not  only  in  Portugal,  but  in  England  also.  In  the  former  their  mis¬ 
representations  were  soon  contradicted  by  the  evidence  of  facts;  not 
so  in  England;  they  were  there  so  powerfully  seconded  by  the  lan¬ 
guage  held  by  ministers,  and  the  measures  they  pursued,  that  the 
erroneous  imi)ression  thus  made  upon  the  public  mind  was  conlirmcd 

and  perpetuated . Both  this  oHicer  (one  Sousa,  whom 

Freire  had  asked  leave  to  attach  to  Dalrymple’s  head-quarters,  while 
the  definitive  convention  was  negotiating)  and  his  general  (Freire 
himself)  were  deaf  to  my  requests  that  they  should  slate  tlieir  obser- 
v?\tions  iu  writing,  and  in  an  official  shape,  when  every  possible  atten¬ 
tion  would  be  paid  to  their  represeutaiions.  When,  however,  the 
treaty  was  ratified,  and  the  question  was  decided,  both  these  otficers 
began  to  write,  and  their  correspondence  abounded  in  animadver¬ 
sions  upon  the  provisions  of  an  instrument  which  it  was  now  my 
duty  to  abide  by.  Although  the  letters  of  both  these  officers,  a  memo¬ 
rial  from  the  general,  a  remonstrance  and  a  protest  were  directed  to 
me,  they  were,  in  fact,  addressed  to  the  passions  and  the  prejudices 
of  the  people.  I  was,  therefore,  aware  of  the  necessity  of  repl  ving  to 
these  vexatious  addresses  with  civility  and  temper,  as  it  was  evident 
the  correspondence  would  be  immediately  submitted  to  the  public  : 
but  when,  in  his  memorial  and  protest,  General  Freire  indulged  iu 
false  and  injurious  animadversions  upon  the  general  character  of  the 
British  nation  and  government,  I  thought  it  time  to  put  an  end  to  tliis 
sort  of  correspondence.” — Id. 

Unfortunately,  liowever,  people  continued  to  be  found  iu  England 
more  ready  to  give  credit  to  the  venomous  animadversions  of  Froiie 
than  to  the  plain  facts  of  Sir  Hew  Dalrymple. 
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their  respective  baggages.  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley 
says,  “  Although  I  signed  these  conditions,  I  beg  that 
you  will  not  believe  that  I  entirely  approve  of  the 
manner  in  which  the  instrument  is  worded.”  *  He 
had  been  ordered  to  sign  by  his  superior  in  com¬ 
mand  ;  but,  as  the  armistice  was  made  subject  to  the 
approbation  of  Admiral  Sir  Charles  Cotton,  and,  as 
one  article  of  it  stipulated  that  the  Russian  fleet  in 
the  Tagus  should  enjoy  all  the  advantages  of  a 
neutral  port — that  is  to  say,  that,  w'hen  the  British 
army  or  fleet  should  be  in  possession  of  the  city  and 
port,  the  said  Russian  fleet  w^as  not  to  be  troubled 
during  its  stay,  nor  stopped  when  it  should  wish  to 
go  away,  nor  pursued  when  it  should  be  gone,  with¬ 
out  the  grace-time,  or  delay,  fixed  by  maritime  law 
— the  British  admiral  objected  to  that  article,  say¬ 
ing  that  he  had  no  objection  to  join  Sir  Hew  Dal- 
rymple  in  negotiating  with  Junot  upon  all  the 
remaining  articles,  and  that  with  respect  to  the 
Russian  fleet  he  was  ready  himself  to  enter  into  a 
separate  agreement  with  Admiral  Siniavin.  As 
Sir  Charles  Cotton  had  thus  declined  to  sanction  the 
Russian  article  in  the  basis.  Sir  Hew,  who  did  not 
receive  Sir  Charles’s  answer  until  the  24th  at  night, 
concluded  the  armistice  to  be  at  an  end,  and  on  the 
morning  of  the  25rh  he  sent  the  quarter-master 
general,  Lieutenant-Colonel  George  Murray,  to  Lis¬ 
bon,  with  a  letter  informing  Junot  of  the  British 
admiral’s  decision  :  hut  at  the  same  time  Colonel 
Murray  was  to  acquaint  Junot  that,  if  he  would 
w'aive  the  Russian  article.  Sir  Hew  was  ready  to 
negotiate  on  the  remaining  articles,  and  to  conclude 
a  convention  upon  the  terms  specified  in  a  paper 
of  memoranda  which  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley  had 
previously  drawn  up.  Colonel  Murray  was  further 
empowered  to  prolong  the  suspension  of  hostilities 
for  a  definite  period^  should  the  negotiation  be  en¬ 
tered  into  by  Junot.  In  the  paper  of  memoranda 
which  Sir  Arthur  had  drawn  up.  it  was  said  empha¬ 
tically  and  unceremoniously,  “  Some  mode  must  be 
devised  to  make  the  French  generals  disgorge  the 
church  plate  which  they  have  stolen.” 

Junot  endeavoured  to  gain  time;  he  affected  to 
consider  that  the  cessation  of  hostilities  was  to  be 
for  an  indefinite  and  unlimited  period,  and  to  de¬ 
pend  upon  the  continuation  of  Sir  Charles  Cotton’s 
negotiation  with  Admiral  Siniavin ;  hut  on  the 
morning  of  the  27th  Sir  Hew  sent  Colonel  Murray 
instructions,  which  were  drawn  up  by  Sir  Arthur, 
to  break  oft'  the  negotiation,  and  come  away  at  once, 
if  Junot  should  be  found  obstinate;  and  to  tell  him 
that  the  armistice  in  no  case  would  be  prolonged  for 
a  more  extended  period  than  24  hours.  This,  with 
the  arrival  of  Sir  John  Moore  and  his  20,000  men  in 
Maceira  Bay,t  startled  Junot,  who  at  one  moment 
had  thought  of  defending  the  position  of  Torres 
Vedras,  and  at  another  of  crossing  the  Tagus,  and 

•  I.ptti-r  in  Cnptain  Piilteiiey  Malcolm,  in  Colonel  Curwooil, 
V^elUIl^'ton  Di.siiatdu's. 

t  Sir  Jotin  Moore  disemliarkeil  his  troops  n.s  fast  ns  tlio  stale  of  the 
weather  anil  the  dangerous  surf  would  allow.  Two  regiments  uf 
inlaniry,  two  hrigadi'S  of  artillery,  and  sonii'  Cerman  eaviirry,  landed 
on  the  afith.  lint  the  last  division  dhl  not  lainl  until  the 'itillli  of 
.\ngnst  ;  and  tin-  disemhaikation  was  not  ellected  without  "real  dilli- 
cnlty  and  hitterly  some  loss.— iitr  Hew  Dalrymple,  Menwir.  ” 
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throwing  his  forces  into  Elvas.  On  the  morning 
of  the  29th,  a  draft  of  the  proposed  convention, 
signed  by  General  Kellermann,  was  brought  to  Sir 
Hew’s  head-quarters ;  and,  being  laid  before  a  meet¬ 
ing  of  general  officers,  at  which  Sir  Harry  Burrard, 
Sir  John  Moore,  the  Honourable  John  Hope, 
Mackenzie  Fraser,  and  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley  were 
present,  it  was  read  article  by  article,  and  the  ob¬ 
jections  and  proposed  alterations  were  minuted 
down  by  Sir  Arthur.  A  copy  of  these  minutes  was 
then  sent  to  Colonel  G.  Murray  for  his  guidance  ; 
but  it  should  appear,  from  the  complaints  which 
Sir  Arthur  subsequently  raised,  that  he  considered 
that  all  the  objections  and  alterations  he  had  made 
or  suggested  were  not  sufficiently  attended  to,  by 
those  who  finally  concluded  and  ratified  the  treaty. 
On  the  same  day  (the  29th  of  August),  at  the  hour 
of  noon,  the  term  for  the  sus])ension  of  hostilities 
having  expired.  Sir  Hew  moved  his  head-quarters 
forward  to  Torres  Vedras,  from  which  the  French 
had  withdrawn.  On  the  30th  Junot  at  last  signed 
the  definitive  treaty,  with  the  omission  of  several  of 
the  alterations  which  had  been  proposed  ;  and  in 
form  the  convention  was  ratified  by  Sir  Hew  Ual- 
rymple,  at  Torres  Vedras,  on  the  31st.  In  his 
defence  Sir  Hew  says  that  some  of  the  articles  of  the 
treaty  w’hich  had  been  objected  to  by  the  British 
were  altered,  and  that  some  other  good  alterations 
w’ere  inserted  which  had  not  before  been  suggested 
(and  thus  much  was  afteixvards  allow’ed  in  the  re¬ 
port  of  the  board  of  inquiry)  ;  that,  at  all  events, 
the  season  for  negotiation  w’as  passed ;  that  he 
therefore  immediately  convened  the  lieutenant- 
generals  he  could  assemble.  Sir  tiarry  Burrard, 
Sir  John  Moore,  Hope,  and  Mackenzie  Frazer — 
and,  in  their  presence,  and  with  their  approbation, 
ratified  the  Definitive  Convention.  Sir  Arthur 
Wellesley  was  not  present  at  this  final  ratification, 
having  moved  to  the  left  very  early  in  the  morning, 
and  being  now  at  Sobral  with  his  division.  We 
have  his  own  words,  in  various  forms,  for  the  as¬ 
surance  of  the  fact,  that,  after  the  fatal  orders  of  Sir 
Harry  Burrard  on  the  field  of  Vimeiro  (orders  with 
which  Dalrymple  had  nothing  to  do,  as  he  was 
many  miles  off,  at  sea  in  his  frigate),  he  ap¬ 
proved  of  a  convention  allowing  the  French  to 
evacuate  Portugal ;  that  he  felt  that  the  favourable 
moment  for  jiushing  upon  the  French  had  been 
lost;  that,  if  they  could  not  be  brought  to  evacuate 
the  country  by  sea,  they  might  either  defend  them¬ 
selves  desperately  within  Lisbon,  or  cross  to  Elvas 
and  Almeida,  which,  being  places  regularly  forti¬ 
fied,  would  have  required  regular  and  long  sieges, 
during  which  the  British  army  could  not  have 
been  made  available  in  Spain,  where  the  presence 
of  a  part  of  it  was  earnestly  desired  by  some  of  the 
Spaniards,  and  whither  the  British  government 
was  very  eager  that  some  corps  should  go  as 
quickly  as  possible.*  It  was  not  against  the  con- 

•  Colotu'l  Gurwooil,  Wellin^^tou  Dispiitchos.  “  I  do  not  know,” 
saya  Sir  Artliur.  writing  from  Sobral,  on  tin*  1st  of  Seplomber. 

”  what  Sir  IU*w  Dalrymple  proposes  to  do,  or  is  instructed  lo  do  ;  but 
if  I  were  in  his  situation  I  would  have  20,000  men  at  Madrid  in  less 
than  a  month  from  this  time.’* — Letter  to  Charles  iStcxcurt,  Esq.  ibid. 
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vention  itself,  but  against  the  monstrous  folly 
which  made  it  necessary,  and  against  some  parti¬ 
cular  clauses  of,  and  omissions  in,  the  definitive 
treaty,  that  he  was  indignant.  He  wrote  to  Lord 
Castlereagh  that  the  treaty  had  been  altered,  but 
not  as  he  thought  it  ought  to  have  been  ;  that  ten 
days  after  the  battle  of  Vimeiro  the  arm)"^  was  not 
farther  advanced  than  it  should  and  ought  to  have 
been  on  the  night  of  the  21st;  that  matters  were 
not  prospering ;  that  he  felt  an  earnest  desire  to 
quit  the  army ;  that  he  had  been  too  successful 
with  this  army  ever  to  serve  with  it  in  a  subordinate 
situation.  To  a  more  private  friend,  he  declared 
that  he  approved  of  the  principal  point  in  the  con¬ 
vention,  the  evacuation  of  Portugal  by  the  French  ; 
and  he  stated,  at  great  length,  his  reasons  for 
thinking  that  the  commander-in-chief  had  done 
right  in  allowing  them  to  evacuate  that  country  by 
sea.  “Admitting,”  he  says,  “that  the  army 
which  will  evacuate  Lisbon  will  be  immediately 
carried  to  the  frontiers  of  Spain,  I  conceive  it  better 
to  have  that  army  in  that  situation,  and  our  army 
acting  in  Spain,  in  co-operation  wdth  the  Spanish 
troops,  than  to  have  the  French  troops  occupying 
strong  places  in  Portugal,  and  our  army  occupied 
in  the  siege  or  blockade  of  them.”* 

Because  Sir  Hew  Dalrymple’s  dispatches,  en¬ 
closing  a  copy  of  the  treaty,  w'ere  dated  from  Cin- 
tra,  between  Torres  Vedras  and  Lisbon,  the  conven¬ 
tion  unluckily  got  the  name  of  “  The  Convention 
of  Cintra,”  a  name  which  was  long  made  to  figure, 
ludicrously  and  infamously,  both  in  prose  and  verse  ; 
and  which  induced  uninformed  people  to  believe 
that  it  was  actually  negotiated  and  concluded  in 
that  village,  and  after  the  British  had  obtained 
possession  of  the  formidable  position  of  Torres 
Vedras,  the  key  to  the  capital. -j-  This  w'as  making 
bad  worse ;  the  formidable  position  w'as  obtained 
through  the  negotiation  ;  and  the  convention  was 
arranged  at  Lisbon  by  Colonel  G.  Murray  and  Kel- 
lermann,  and  w'as  finally  ratified  at  Torres  Vedras, 
about  thirteen  miles  from  Cintra,  and  twenty- five 
from  the  capital.  The  most  objectionable  article 
was  the  fifth,  which  allowed  the  hVench,  under  the 
names  of  property  of  the  army,  private  property, 
and  baggage,  to  carry  off  much  of  the  plunder  of 
Portugal.  Junot  had  no  more  morality  than 
Dupont’  the  French  officers  and  soldiery  who 
capitulated  in  Portugal  were  not  less  rapacious  or 
less  eager  to  preserve  their  spoil  than  those  who 
had  capitulated  at  Baylen  ;  if  they  had  been  bound 
by  a  more  rigid  article  to  a  restitution  of  the  stolen 
property,  they  would  have  concealed  it,  even  as 
Dupont  and  his  people  had  done.  Some  limits, 
however,  were  put  to  the  abuse  of  the  fifth  article 

•  For  the  other  reasons,  which  are  all  of  the  greatest  weight,  and 
which  ought  to  be  attentively  studied  by  those  who  would  form  a 
correct  notion  of  this  much  debuted  convention,  see  letter  to  Charles 
Stewart,  Ksq.  in  Colonel  Garwood,  Wellington  Dispatches. 

•f"  The  readers  of  Lord  Byron’s  Childe  Harold  will  remember  the 
lines  beginning — 

Behold  the  hall  where  chiefs  were  late  convened  I 

Oh  dome  displeasing  unto  British  eye  1 
His  lordship.  Wi.o  tra\elled  in  Fortugal  only  a  year  after  the  event, 
takes  up  and  repeals  the  mistake  of  the  Convention  oj  Cmira  having 
been  signed  iu  the  lalace  of  the  Marques  Marialva  in  that  place. 


by  the  appointing  of  a  commission,  with  General 
Beresford  at  its  head,  to  superintend  the  execution 
of  the  terms  of  the  convention.  Through  the  ex¬ 
ertions  of  General  Beresford  and  his  commissioners, 
the  spoils  of  the  Museum  and  Royal  Library  were 
restored,  and  some  of  the  church  plate,  nicely 
packed  up  as  private  property,  was  seized,  un¬ 
packed,  and  sent  back  to  the  churches.  Still,  how¬ 
ever,  the  French  did  not  disgorge  so  much  as  they 
ought  to  have  been  made  to  do.  With  regard  to 
the  Russian  fleet — a  rather  important  object,  as  it 
still  counted  nine  sail  of  the  line  and  one  frigate — 
it  was  agreed,  in  a  separate  convention  between 
Admiral  Sir  Charles  Cotton  and  Admiral  Siniavin, 
that  it  should  be  placed  in  deposit  in  the  hands  of 
his  Britannic  majesty,  to  be  held  until  six  months 
after  the  conclusion  of  peace ;  and  that  the  Russian 
admiral,  his  officers,  seamen,  and  marines,  without 
any  condition  or  stipulation  whatever,  should  be 
conveyed  to  Russia  at  the  expense  of  Great  Britain.* 
The  forts  on  the  Tagus  were  taken  possession  of, 
on  the  2nd  of  September,  by  the  British  troops, 
and  the  port  of  Lisbon  was  then  opened  to  our 
shipping.  On  .the  5th,  the  army  had  its  right  at 
St.  Julian,  and  its  left  on  the  heights  of  Bellas. 
On  the  8th  or  9th,  a  British  corps  marched  into 
Lisbon,  in  the  midst  of  popular  acclamations  and 
rejoicings,  to  secure  the  tranquillity  of  that  cit)', 
during  the  embarkation  of  the  enemy.  Transports 
being  collected,  the  French  presently  began  to 
embark ;  and,  except  their  last  division,  purposely 
detained  by  orders  from  England,  they  were  all 
sent  off  before  the  end  of  September,  and  part  of 
the  British  army  was  then  actually  on  its  route  to 
the  Spanish  frontier. f  Great  pains  were  taken  by 
the  vindictive  Freire,  by  Sousa,  by  the  martial  and 
irate  Bishop  of  Oporto,  and  by  their  partisans  and 
creatures,  to  raise  a  clamour  in  Portugal  against  the 
convention,  and  to  persuade  the  people  that  they 
might  have  dislodged  Junot,  have  captured  and 
destroyed  his  whole  army,  have  recaptured  all  the 
property  of  which  they  had  been  plundered,  and 
have  enriched  themselves  with  all  the  property  the 
French  had  brought  into  the  countr)',  if  it  had  not 
been  for  Sir  Hew  Dalrymple  and  the  English  : 
hut  when  the  convention  became  more  generally 
known,  and  its  effects  felt,  the  people  of  Lisbon 
and  of  the  country  expressed  their  gratitude  and 
thanks  for  the  benefit  attending  it.|  It  was  no 
small  benefit  to  have  the  country  entirely  freed 
from  the  French.  On  all  the  forts  of  which  we 
took  possession  the  flag  of  Braganza  was  im¬ 
mediately  hoisted ;  Lisbon  was  occupied  in  the 
name  and  on  the  behalf  of  the  Prince  Regent  of 
Portugal ;  and  a  council  of  regency,  and  a  more  re¬ 
gular  provisional  government,  was  established  forth¬ 
with.  As  the  energetic  Bishop  of  Oporto,  who 
had  done  so  much  for  the  cause,  was  admitted  into 
the  council  of  regency,  and  allowed  to  take  a  fore¬ 
most  part  in  it,  his  ill-humour  was  charmed  away 

*  James’s  Naval  History. 

f  Report  of  Board  of  Inquiry. 

X  Id.i  and  Colonel  Gurwood,  M'ellingtoii  Dispatches. 
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for  the  present ;  but  great  was  the  trouble  caused 
in  the  sequel  by  this  turbulent  and  ambitious 
churchman,  and  by  the  crafty,  intriguing  men  that 
gathered  around  him. 

Both  long  and  loud  was  the  popular  vociferation 
in  England  against  the  whole  of  the  convention,  mis¬ 
called  of  Cintra.  No  measure,  indeed,  was  ever 
more  universally  reprobated,  or  less  understood  or 
inquired  into.  Nor  was  this  a  merely  popular 
outcry;  soldiers,  and  statesmen,  and  secretaries  of 
state,  shared  in  the  violence,  and  both  court  and 
cabinet  swelled  the  chorus.  At  first,  all  were 
blamed,  and  no  exception  was  made  in  favour  of 
Sir  Arthur  Wellesley.  The  government  appointed 
a  board  of  inquiry,  consisting  of  four  generals  and 
three  lieutenant-generals.*  Sir  Hew  Dalrymple 
and  Sir  Harry  Burrard  were,  recalled  in  order  to 
be  examined  by  this  board,  and  Sir  Arthur  Wel¬ 
lesley,  who  had  already  asked  and  obtained  leave 
to  return  home,  wms  also  examined  at  his  own 
desire.f  The  Court  of  Inquiry  assembled  in 
the  great  hall  of  Chelsea  College  on  Monday  the 
14th  of  November,  and  continued  sitting  with 
adjournments  until  the  27th  of  December.  In  the 
end  they  agreed  upon  a  report,  which  exonerated 
all  the  generals,  which  even  bestowed  praise  upon 
all,  but  which  made  little  or  no  distinction  be¬ 
tween  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley,  Sir  Harry  Burrard, 
and  Sir  Hew  Dalrymple.  The  report  stated 
that  it  appeared  that  the  Convention  of  Cintra 
(this  blunder  continued  to  be  retained  when 
and  where  there  ought  to  have  been  no  blun¬ 
dering),  in  its  progress  and  conclusion,  or  at 
least  the  principal  articles  of  it,  had  not  been  ob- 

•  Of  this  ‘Board  of  Inquiry,’  General  Sir  David  Dimdas  was  pro- 
siflent.  The  other  members  were — Generals  the  Earl  of  Moira,  Peter 
Craiif,  Francis  Lord  Heathlield ;  Lieut. -Generals  Georj^e  Earl  of 
Pembroke,  K.G.,  Sir  George  Nugent,  Bart.,  Oliver  Nicholls. 

f  The  ofTicers  who  had  served  under  Sir  Arthur  in  the  short  Por¬ 
tuguese  campaign  showed,  very  unequivocally,  that  they  appreciated 
his  merits,  and  did  not  for  a  siniile  moment  confound  his  reputation 
with  that  of  Ihe  itifeiior  men  who  had  been  ])laced  above  iiim.  On 
the  3rd  of  September,  tliree  weeks  before  he  quitted  his  command,  all 
the  general  officers  who  had  first  landed  with  him  and  the  troops  at 
the  Moudego,  wrote  him  a  most  flattering  letter,  acquainting  him  that 
they  had  clubbed  togetlier.  and  had  directed  a  piece  of  plate,  value 
JOOO  guineas,  to  be  prepared  and  presented  to  liim,  with  an  inscrip¬ 
tion  stating  that  they  olfored  this  gift  to  tlieir  leader  “  in  testimony  of 
the  high  respect  and  esteem  they  feel  lor  him  as  a  man,  and  the  un¬ 
bounded  covjidence  they  place  in  him  as  an  officer.'' 

Tijis  praiae  came  from  );roved  and  applauded  men  :  the  honour  was 
awarded  by  officers  who  had  already  a  high  reputation,  who  soon  ob¬ 
tained  a  still  loftier  renown,  and  whose  name.s  will  not  soon  be  for¬ 
gotten  in  the  military  annals  of  iheir  coiiutry :  they  were — Major- 
General.s  B.  Spencer,  R.  Hill,  R.  Ferguson ;  Brigadier-Generals 
M.  Nightinguill,  B.  F.  Bowes.  II.  Fane,  J.  C.itliu  (T*aulurd. 

The  contribution  to  that  testimonial  was  afterwards  augmented  by 
the  subsciijitions  of  Generals  Anstruiher  and  Aciaud,  and  of  all  the 
fiebl-oflicers  of  the  army  who  served  uudei  the  orders  of  Sir  Arthur  at 
the  baitle  of  Vimeiro. 

The  dispatches  and  letters  written  by  General  Wellesley  immediately 
after  the  convention,  and  bis  own  double  superseding,  are  a  remarkable 
proof  of  his  ability,  foresight,  an<l  turn  for  business  of  all  kinds,  as  also 
of  his  public  s|  irit,  wh  ch  urged  him  to  give  advice,  which,  although 
not  called  for,  was  assuredly  much  wanted.  lie  drew  up  au  ad¬ 
mirable  plan  fur  the  future  opeiations  of  the  army:  he  pointed  out 
to  Sir  IIcw  I)alrym|ile  the  best  means  of  obtaining  provisions,  liorses 
for  the  aitillery,  everylhiug  that  the  army  needed:  he  showed  liim 
ths  expediency  of  arming  a  number  of  Spaniards  who  wore  found  at 
L'sbon.  and  of  sending  them  back  to  Sj  aiii:  he  recommended  Sir 
Hew  to  semi  proper  persons  to  treat  w'llh  all  the  local  juntas  in  Spain, 
and  to  obtain  accurate  infornialiou  as  to  the  real  state  and  prospect  of 
alVairs  in  that  country  ;  tlie  commissariat,  the  movements  of  tlie  army, 
the  policy  to  be  adojited,  svere  all  dw  elt  upon  w  ith  admirable  sagacity. 
An  inferior  man  would  have  l)roo(h-d  over  the  wrongs  which  had  been 
done  him.  and  would  have  done  nothing  after  being  superseded. 

The  reader  should  altciiti\ely  peruse  the  dociimeiils  in  the  4th 
volume  of  ('oloiiel  (>ui  wood’s  edition  of  the  Wellington  Dispatches 
from  page  to  page  l63.^ 
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jected  to  by  the  five  distinguished  lieutenant-ge¬ 
nerals  of  that  army  ;  and  that  other  general  officers 
who  had  been  on  that  service,  and  who  had  been 
examined  by  the  hoard,  had  also  concurred  in  the 
great  advantages  that  were  immediately  gained  to 
the  country  of  Portugal,  to  the  British  army  and 
navy,  and  to  the  general  service,  by  the  conclusion 
of  the  convention  at  that  time.  Sir  Harry  Bur¬ 
rard,  and  his  conduct  in  stopping  the  pursuit  at 
Vimeiro  (the  real  and  sole  cause  of  all  that  went 
wrong  afterwards),  were  treated  with  rare  leniency 
and  delicacy.  The  commissioners  took  no  notice 
whatever  of  the  fifth  article  of  the  convention  which 
had  been  so  much  complained  of,  no  notice  of  the 
eleven  days’  delay  which  had  been  permitted  to 
Junot,  no  notice  of  anything  for  which  Sir  Hew 
Dalrymple  could  be  held  really  and  solely  respon¬ 
sible.  They  said,  in  concluding  their  report — 
“We  most  humbly  submit  our  opinion  that  no 
further  military  proceeding  is  necessary  on  the 
subject ;  because,  however  some  of  us  may  differ 
in  our  sentiments  respecting  the  fitness  of  the  con¬ 
vention  in  the  relative  situation  of  the  two  armies, 
it  is  our  unanimous  declaration  that  nnquestion- 
able  zeal  and  firmness  appear  throughout  to  have 
been  exhibited  by  Lieutenant-Generals  Sir  Hew 
Dalrymple,  Sir  Harry  Burrard,  and  Sir  Arthur 
Wellesley,  as  well  as  that  the  ardour  and  gal¬ 
lantry  of  the  rest  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  on 
every  occasion  during  this  expedition  have  done 
honour  to  the  troops,  and  reflected  lustre  on  your 
majesty’s  arms.” 

But  neither  the  ministry  nor  the  court,  neither 
the  parliament  nor  the  people,  assented  to  the  very 
inconclusive  award  of  the  board  of  inquiry.  All, 
or  nearly  all,  now  agreed  as  to  the  honour  that  was 
due  to  Sir  Arthur  Welleslej-,  and  in  the  opinion 
that,  if  Sir  Harry  Burrard  had  not  interfered 
with  him  on  the  field  of  Vimeiro,  there  would 
have  been  no  convention,  but  an  unconditional 
surrender  on  the  part  of  Junot.  But  there  was 
much  less  fairness  in  allotting  the  dishonour 
or  the  blame.  We  know  not  to  what  prejudices 
or  influences  in  high  quarters  it  was  owing  that 
an  undue  portion  of  censure  and  severitv  fell 
upon  Sir  Hew  Dalrymple  ;  we  only  know  the'  facts 
that  Lord  Castlereagh  and  the  king  both  declared 
themselves  strongly  against  him,  that  ministers 
turned  him  out  as  a  scapegoat,  and  that  a  very  se¬ 
vere  censure  was  addressed  to  him  in  his  majesty’s 
name.  Sir  Harry  Burrard,  who  was  a  hundred 
fold  more  censurable,  immediately  resumed  the 
military  command  of  the  London  district,  which 
he  had  held  before  he  was  sent  to  Portugal ;  hut 
Sir  Hew  was  never  permitted  to  resume  the  com¬ 
mand  at  Giliraltar,  which  he  had  been  instructed  to 
entrust  during  his  absence  to  another  general 
officer.  No  consideration  was  allowed  for  the  good 
he  had  done  to  the  Spanish  cause  while  command¬ 
ing  on  the  Rock,  for  the  ready  aid  he  had  given, 
for  the  timely  assistance  he  had  procured  to  the 
Spanish  cause — important  aid,  invaluable  assist¬ 
ance,  which  mainly  had  enabled  General  Castanos 
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to  take  the  field,  and  environ  Dupont  at  Baylen. 
Nor  were  the  representations  Sir  Hew  made  to 
Lord  Liverpool,  when  his  lordship  succeeded  to 
the  war  department,  in  the  smallest  degree  attended 
to.  But,  after  a  time,  as  in  other  cases,  a  reluctant 
half-measure  of  justice  was  dealt  out  to  him.  In 
the  year  1814,  when  peace  was  supposed  to  he  esta¬ 
blished,  he  addressed  an  earnest  letter  to  Lord 
Casdereagh,  requesting  to  be  set  right  in  the  esti¬ 
mation  of  his  country,  wishing  for  some  public 
testimony  of  the  royal  approbation  of  his  services, 
and  reminding  his  lordship  how  successfully  he  had 
cherished  and  promoted  the  first  rising  enthusiasm 
of  the  Spanish  people.  An  interview  followed  the 
letter;  and  a  short  time  afterwards  Lord  Castle- 
reagh  took  Sir  Hew  aside  at  a  levee  of  the  Prince 
Regent,  and  told  him  his  “  business  was  settled." 
“And  in  fact,”  adds  Sir  Hew,  “very  soon  after¬ 
wards  my  name  was  placed  at  the  head  of  a  list  of 
baronets ;  and,  as  a  mark  that  the  honour  was  con¬ 
ferred  as  a  reward  for  public  services,  it  was  espe¬ 
cially  provided,  in  the  patent,  that  it  was  given  free 
from  all  the  usual  charges,  which  became  an  item 
in  the  public  accounts  laid  before  parliament.  This 
circumstance  gave  a  value  to  the  honour  conferred, 
in  comparison  of  which  the  cost,  whatever  it  may 
have  heen,  sank  into  utter  insignificance.”* 

After  the  sitting  of  the  court  of  inquiry.  Sir 
Arthur  Wellesley,  whose  sharp,  concise  answ’ers 
before  the  board  showed  the  clearness  of  his  head 
and  the  firmness  of  his  heart,  resumed  the  duties 

*  Memoir  written  by  General  Sir  Hew  Dalrvmpie,  Bart.  &c.— Tliis 
narrative  was  originally  written  bv  Sir  Hew  as  a  family  record  • 
but  the  publication  or_  Southey's  ‘History  of  the  Peninsular  War,’ 
and  of  the  works  of  Napier  and  the  Marquess  of  Londonderry,  in¬ 
duced  him  to  adopt  the  resolution  of  printing  it,  which  his  last  illness 
alone  prevented  him  from  doing.  It  was  published  in  1830,  by  his 
son,  who  thereby  has  done  great  good  to  his  father’s  memory.  In  the 
copious  Appendix,  which  contains  many  valuable  documents,  there 
are  two  letters,  written  by  distinguished  officers  on  tile  spot,  and  both 
approving  of  the  convention,  and  of  the  policy  of  allowing  the  French 
to  evacuate  Portugal  with  their  arms  and  baggage.  One  of  these  let¬ 
ters,  dated  Almeida,  21st  November,  1808,  is  written  by  Brigadier 
General  Anstruther,  who  complains  of  “  the  extent  and  violence  of  the 
frenzy  that  has  seized  John  Bull  on  the  subject  of  the  convention  for 
Uie  evacuation  of  Portugal.”  'Phe  other,  dated  Madrid,  the  18th  of 
October.  1808,  is  from  Lord  William  Beutinck,  who  gives  the  unso¬ 
licited  olTer  of  his  opinion  and  evidence,  out  of  a  sense  of  justice,  and 
of  that  duty  which  exists  between  man  and  man  ;  who  declares  that  in 
the  convention  he  had  no  concern,  and  with  Dalrvmple  no  friendship 
which  might  give  a  bias  to  his  feelings.  His  lordship  goes  on  to  sav-- 
‘  Of  the  principally  obnoxious  article,  which  allows  the  return  of 
the  French  to  France,  my  opinion  at  the  time  was  that  it  was  highly 
advantageous;  it  seemed  to  me  that,  if  this  was  not  granted  to  them 
the  French  could  not  .avoid  defending  themselves  to  the  last.  A  reso¬ 
lution  to  this  effect,  though  it  might,  ultimately,  have  ended  in  their 
unconditional  siiriender,  would,  in  the  mean  time,  iiave  occupied  our 
army  for  a  great  length  of  time,  and  might  have  exposed  it  to  great  dis¬ 
tress,  from  the  uncertainty  of  the  ammunication  with  the  feet,  and  from 
the  non-ex  stance  of  any  magazines  or  preparations  fur  a  campaign 
ashore.  An  inevitable  consequence  must  hare  been  that  the  efficacy  and 
numbers  of  the  army  for  future  operations  would  have  been  matmally 
impaired.  Beliering,  also,  as  was  then  supposed,  that  the  enemy’s 
force  did  not  amount  to  more  than  1(1,000  men,  the  disadvantage  of  the 
distant  junction  of  this  reinforcement  to  the  French  army  in  Spain 
bore  no  comparison,  in  my  judgment,  to  the  advantages  of  the  more 
immediate  union  of  double  the  number  of  highly-disciplined  British 
troops  to  the  newly-recruited  Spanish  armies.  Such  were  the  reasons, 
at  the  lime,  which  made  me  approve  this  article.  I  have  since  been 
in  Spain,  and  am  better  enabled  to  judge  of  the  value  of  this  reason¬ 
ing  :  and  my  decided  opinion  now  is  that  the  speediest  union  of  the 
largest  British  army  that  .can  be  collected  with  that  of  Spain  is  indis¬ 
pensable  to  the  welfare  of  the  common  cause.  'Phe  Spanish  govern¬ 
ment  havd  now  pressed,  in  the  strongest  manner,  the  arrival  of  our 
army ;  and,  let  it  be  observed,  that  the  necessity  that  has  occasioned 
these  urgent  demands,  while  it  has  no  connexion  with  the  objection 
to  this  .article  of  the  convention,  entirely  supports  the  reason  for  which 
It  w  as  made.  With  respect  to  the  other  articles,  I  must,  with  the 
same  truth,  declare  that  I  do  not  approve  of  some  of  them  ;  but,  as 
they  are  of  minor  consequence,  and  do  not  seem  to  he  mucli  obiecled 
to,  I  need  not  advert  to  'hem.” 


of  his  office  as  chief  secretary  for  Ireland,  seeming 
determined  to  devote  himself  entirely  to  home  poli¬ 
tics  and  administration.  He  went  over  to  Ireland 
in  December ;  and  when  parliament  assembled  in 
January  he  returned  and  took  his  seat.  But  most 
men  felt  that  his  properer  place  would  be  at  the 
seat  of  war,  and  the  disastrous  occurrences  in  the 
Peninsula  soon  strengthened  this  conviction. 

There  was  one  advantage  derivable  from  the 
convention  with  Junot  which  has  generally  escaped 
notice :  his  men  had  witnessed  the  skilful  ma¬ 
noeuvres  of  Wellesle}’,  and  the  excellent  way  in 
which  his  generals  of  divisions  had  brought  their 
corps  into  action,  and  had  seen  and  felt  how 
the  British  infantry  fought  at  Roli9a  and  Vimeiro  ; 
and  the  information  they  carried  away  with  them  on 
these  points  was  calculated  to  depress  that  buoyant 
self-confidence  which  had  been  the  secret  and  the 
spring  of  so  many  French  victories.  To  these 
people  the  Egyptian  campaign  seemed  already  a 
remote  tradition ;  the  brilliant  affair  of  Maida, 
where  only  a  few  thousand  men  were  engaged,  had 
taken  place  in  a  remote  corner  of  Italy,  and  Reg- 
nier  and  the  remnant  of  that  army  remained  iso¬ 
lated  at  the  end  of  that  peninsula ;  it  was  still  the 
universal  fashion  among  the  French  to  speak  con¬ 
temptuously  of  the  skill  of  English  generals,  and 
to  deny  nearly  every  military  merit  to  British  land 
troops;  but  now,  from  17,000  to  18,000  French¬ 
men  w  ere  sent  back  to  France  to  convey  corrector 
notions  on  these  matters. 

Junot’s  force  had  been  found  somewhat  more 
considerable  than  was  expected.  Fearful,  however, 
had  been  his  losses  during  the  few  months  he  occu¬ 
pied  Portugal.  He  had  entered  that  country  at  the 
end  of  November,  1807,  wuth  30,000  men;  he 
had  received  some,  though  slight,  reinforcements; 
so  that  from  12,000  to  13,000  men  had  perished 
by  fatigue,  of  disease,  in  the  popular  insurrection, 
or  in  the  field  where  the  English  had  met  them. 

A  few  daj’s  after  the  battle  of  Vimeiro  dispatches 
arrived  from  Lord  Castlereagh  containing  the 
appointment  of  Sir  John  Moore  to  the  chief  com¬ 
mand  of  the  British  troops  to  be  employed  in  Spain. 
Sir  Arthur  Wellesley  had  strongly  expressed  the 
opinion  that  Moore  was  better  fitted  for  this  com¬ 
mand  than  any  of  the  superior  general  officers  then 
in  the  Peninsula.  On  the  6th  of  October  Sir  John 
Moore  received  more  explicit  instructions,  the 
secretary  at  war  informing  him  that  his  army  of 
20,000  men  was  to  be  employed  in  the  northern 
provinces  of  Spain  “  to  co-operate  with  the  Spanish 
armies  in  the  expulsion  of  the  French  from  that 
kingdom.”  Lord  Castlereagh  also  intimated  that 
an  additional  corps  of  10,000  men,  under  Sir 
David  Baird,  was  about  to  sail  for  Coruna.  Sir 
John  w’as  directed  to  send  forward  his  cavalry  by 
land ;  but  it  was  left  to  his  discretion  whether  to 
march  the  infantry  by  land  also  or  to  transport 
them  by  sea  to  Coruna.  Sir  John  instantly  decided 
against  the  sea  voyage,  for  the  season  was  far 
advanced,  the  coast  was  dangerous,  and  he  knew 
that  so  large  an  army  could  not  obtain  at  Coruna 
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equipments  to  enable  them  to  advance  into  the 
rough  and  naked  interior  of  Spain.  The  delay 
afterwards  experienced  by  Sir  David  Baird  at 
Coruna,  for  M’ant  of  means  to  convey  the  baggage 
of  his  corps,  proved  the  propriety  of  Sir  John 
Moore’s  decision.  But,  even  at  Lisbon,  the  diffi¬ 
culties  of  procuring  tolerable  equipments  for 
20,000  men  were  very  great,  and  were  enhanced 
by  the  inexperience  of  the  English  commissariats, 
■who,  as  yet,  had  every  thing  to  learn.  It  was  found 
impossible  to  procure  conveyance  for  a  sufficient 
quantity  of  provisions  and  stores,  and  there¬ 
fore  the  baggage  was  necessarily  curtailed  to  such 
a  degree  as  excited  some  discontents  in  the  army. 
Moreover,  the  indolence  and  the  ignorance  of 
the  Portuguese  of  the  geography  of  their  own 
country  were  so  great,  that  no  correct  information 
could  be  obtained  about  the  roads  and  passages 
towards  the  north.  Many  of  the  soldiers  were 
newly  levied,  and,  unluckily,  few  of  Sir  John 
Moore’s  officers  had  ever  served  a  regrdar  cam¬ 
paign  in  the  field  remote  from  a  fleet  to  supply 
their  wants.  By  an  inveterate  evil  practice  a  mul¬ 
titude  of  women  and  children  had  been  allowed  to 
join  this  army.  Foreseeing  the  evil  consequences 
Sir  John  issued  an  order  stating  his  desire  that, 
as,  in  the  course  of  the  long  march  which  the 
army  was  about  to  undertake,  and  where  no  carts 
could  be  allowed,  the  women  would  unavoidably 
be  exposed  to  the  greatest  hardship  and  distress, 
commanding  officers  should  use  their  endeavours 
to  prevent  as  many  as  jiossible,  particularly  those 
having  young  children,  or  such  as  were  not  stout, 
or  equal  to  fatigue,  from  following  the  army. 
Unhappily,  universal  obedience  was  not  paid  to 
this  humane  injunction  by  the  regimental  officers, 
and  numbers  of  women,  some  with  infants  in  their 
arms,  surreptitiously  accompanied  or  followed  the 
troops.  Orders  were  issued  to  the  troops  to  avoid 
intemperance,  to  accommodate  themselves  to  the 
manners  and  character  of  the  Spaniards — a  people 
sober,  grave,  and  orderly,  but  warm  in  tbeir  tem¬ 
pers,  and  very  susceptible  of  insult  or  disrespect ; 
and  it  was  intimated  that  upon  entering  Spain,  as 
a  compliment  to  the  nation,  the  English  soldiers 
should  wear  the  red  cockade  of  Ferdinand  VII.  in 
addition  to  their  own.  The  scantiness  of  subsist¬ 
ence  in  a  country  so  exhausted  as  Portugal  ren¬ 
dered  it  necessary  that  different  routes  should  be 
taken,  and  that  divisions  of  the  army  should  follow 
!it  intervals.  Most  of  the  roads  were  found  in  a 
wretched  state ;  the  weather  was  bad  and  rainy ; 
the  fatigue  was  immense,  for  in  many  places  the 
men  had  to  drag  the  artillery  through  muddy  ways 
and  deep  sloughs.  On  the  4th  of  November,  Sir 
John  reached  Gastello  Branco,  in  the  midst  of  a 
dreary  and  inliospitable  country.  All  the  way 
between  Gastello  Branco  and  the  frontier  the  rain 
fell  in  torrents  and  drenched  the  soldiers,  who, 
however,  moved  on  with  good  heart.  It  was  on 
the  1 1th  of  November  that  Sir  John  Moore  crossed 
the  boundary  between  Portugal  and  Spain,  and 
arrived  with  the  advanced  guard  at  Giudad  llod- 
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rigo,  where  he  was  received  with  salutes  of  cannon 
and  the  acclamations  of  the  people.  Notwithstand¬ 
ing  this  gratifying  reception  Sir  John  stopped  only 
one  night  in  the  town ;  and  next  day  pursued  his 
march  to  Salamanca,  where  he  arrived  on  the  13th 
of  November.  Through  the  lamentable  ignorance 
about  tbe  roads  and  passes,  which,  we  should  think, 
might  have  been  remedied  by  the  timely  employ¬ 
ment  of  a  few  intelligent  staff-officers,  a  great  part 
of  the  ordnance,  consisting  of  twenty-four  pieces, 
was  left  far  away,  guarded  by  3000  foot  and  1000 
horse  under  the  command  of  General  Sir  John 
Elope,  who  had  been  ordered  to  take  the  round¬ 
about  road  by  Elvas,  which,  as  the  Portuguese 
authorities  affirmed,  was  the  only  road  by  which 
heavy  cannon  could  be  transported. 

In  the  mean  time  Sir  David  Baird,  with  his 
10,000  men,  had  reached  the  northern  coast  of 
Spain.  Sir  David  had  anchored  at  Goruila  on  the 
13th  of  October;  but,  to  his  great  surprise,  the 
supreme  junta  of  Galicia  refused  to  allow  his 
troops  to  be  landed  ;  and  he  was  informed  that  the 
assent  of  the  central  government,  or  junta  now 
sitting  at  Madrid,  must  be  obtained  previously. 
This  unfriendly  treatment  proceeded  from  Spanish 
vain-glory  and  conceit,  and  from  the  prevalent 
notion  that  their  own  troops  could  drive  the  French 
beyond  the  Pyrenees  without  the  assistance  of 
foreign  auxiliaries.  It  took  a  deal  of  beating  to 
beat  this  conceit  out  of  them.  For  fourteen  long 
days  Sir  David  Baird’s  10,000  men  were  kept 
cooped  up  in  the  transports  in  the  harbour  of 
Goruna.  At  last  a  courier  arrived  from  the  Dons 
at  Madrid,  who,  after  mature  deliberation,  thought 
lit  to  grant  leave  to  the  army  to  land.  Baird  had 
been  sent  on  this  expedition  without  specie,  and, 
although,  in  nominating  him  to  the  command.  Lord 
Gastlereagh  assured  Sir  John  Moore  of  his  personal 
assistance  in  everything  respecting  the  public  ser¬ 
vice,  Moore  had  been  supplied  with  only  2.5,000/. 
He  -was,  however,  under  the  necessity  of  transmit¬ 
ting  8,000/.  to  Baird  to  enable  him  to  move  from 
Goruna. 

Before  Moore  began  his  march  from  Goimbra, 
he  was  assured  that  the  French,  weak  in  numbers 
and  in  organization,  were  lying  behind  the  river 
Ebro,  menaced  by  superior  Spanish  armies,  that 
were  all  elated  with  success  and  quite  capable  of 
preventing  any  advance  of  the  enemy.  During  his 
inarch  Sir  John  opened  a  correspondence  with 
General  Lord  William  Bentinck,  who  had  gone  to 
^Madrid,  and  who  clearly  perceived  the  mistaken 
notions  and  the  sluggish  apathy  of  the  central 
junta.  At  this  moment  the  majority  of  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  that  central  government  seem  to  have  been 
averse  to  the  entrance  of  the  British  into  their 
country.  Lord  William  strove  to  remove  this 
objection,  to  induce  them  to  take  better  measures, 
and  at  least  to  form  magazines  and  procure  wag¬ 
gons  and  stores  on  the  line  of  march  of  Sir  John 
Moore  ;  but  his  lordship  might  long  have  striven 
in  vain,  but  for  an  incident  which  occurred  : — a 
guerilla  parly  lurking  on  the  frontiers  interrupted 
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a  French  dispatch  to  Marechal  Jourdan,  which 
contained  information  that  reinforcements,  exceed¬ 
ing  *10,000  men,  w'ere  about  to  cross  the  Pyrenees. 
The  Madrid  junta  knew  not  that  multitudes  of 
troops  had  already  been  poured  in  through  the 
mountain  passes  to  the  country  behind  the  Ebro ; 
but  this  dispatch  dispersed  the  false  hopes  they 
had  entertained  that  the  French  armies  were  going 
to  evacuate  Spain,  and  it  also  aroused  them  to  make 
some  efforts.  Nothing,  however,  could  prevail 
upon  the  junta  to  appoint  a  commander-in-chief,  to 
concentrate  their  forces,  or  to  adopt  any  rational 
plan  for  meeting  the  coming  storm  ;  they  were 
divided  hy  factions,  jealousies,  and  intrigues,  and 
there  was  not  one  commanding  intellect  among 
them.  Two  lines  in  Dante’s  ‘  Hell  ’  describe  with 
sufficient  accuracy  the  leading  passions  of  these 
junta-men,  whether  central  or  provincial: — 

“  Superbia,  iavidia,  ed  avarizia  sono 
Le  ire  faville  ch’  hauno  i  cori  accesi.”* 

They  now  wanted  the  English,  yet  they  did 
actually  nothing  to  facilitate  their  march.  Un¬ 
fortunately,  our  accredited  minister  at  Madrid 
had  not  the  discrimination,  energy,  and  resolution 
necessary  to  deal  with  such  men.  Mr.  John 
Hookham  Frere  seems  to  have  dozed  away  the 
greater  part  of  his  time  at  Madrid,  and  to  have  left 
the  little  that  was  done  to  be  done  by  Lord  William 
Bentinck,  who,  after  Frere’s  arrival,  had  no  diplo¬ 
matic  authority  whatever,  and  could  only  speak 
and  advise  as  a  British  officer  and  ardent  friend 
of  the  Spanish  cause.  As  in  the  field  of  Vimeiro, 
so  here  there  had  been  a  superseding  and  changing 
just  at  the  critical  moment.  Mr.  Charles  Stewart, 
who  bad  been  acting  at  Madrid  as  minister  or 
charge-d’affaires,  was  alert,  active,  intelligent,  and 
well  acquainted  not  only  with  the  country  but  also 
with  the  character  and  habits  of  the  people  and 
the  dispositions  of  the  Dons  who  composed  the 
central  junta ;  but  just  as  Sir  John  Moore  was 
advancing  into  Spain,  and  w'as  standing  in  need  of 
the  most  active  assistance  at  Madrid,  the  arrival  of 
the  diplomatist  of  higher  rank  put  an  extinguisher 
on  Mr.  Stewart’s  intelligence  and  activity,  or  ren¬ 
dered  them  of  no  avail.  Mr.  Frere’s  accomplish¬ 
ments,  and  acquirements,  and  moral  qualities  were 
many,  and  of  a  high  class,  but  his  absent-mindedness 
and  easy  indolence  showed  that  nature  had  not  in¬ 
tended  him  for  a  diplomatist  in  bustling,  difficult, 
perilous  times  like  the  present.  He  might  have 
been  an  admirable  translator  of  Cervantes  in  prose, 
or  of  Calderon  and  Lope  de  Vega  in  verse;  but 
he  could  not  understand  or  correctly  translate  the 
insane  notions  and  wild  language  of  these  Spanish 
politicians,  and  he  could  not  see  his  way  clearly 
through  that  maze  of  factions,  or, — where  each 
party  was  blackening  all  the  others,  and  pre¬ 
tending  to  an  exclusive  monopoly  of  wisdom  and 
virtue — make  out  which  w'as  black  and  which  was 
white,  or  who  merited  confidence  and  who  did  not. 
While  trying  to  make  up  his  mind,  he  left  Sir  John 

*  I.’Inferno,  canto  vi. — Pride,  envy,  and  avarice  arc  tlie  tlirce  sparks 
that  have  set  their  souls  on  fire. 
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Moore  without  the  information  and  frequent  advices 
which  that  general  had  a  right  to  expect  from 
him.  Before  Sir  John  entered  Spain  advices 
from  Lord  William  Bentinck  informed  him  that 
reinforcements  of  10,000  French  troops  were 
believed  to  have  arrived.  Having  applied  to  know 
with  whom  he  was  to  concert  his  military  opera¬ 
tions  in  Spain,  Moore  was  referred  by  the  Madrid 
junta  to  General  Castaiios,  who  commanded  what 
was  then  called  the  army  of  the  centre.  Sir  John 
wrote  immediately  to  Castaiios  to  learn  his  plans. 
Some  time  elapsed  before  he  got  an  answer,  and 
when  the  answer  came,  it  w’as  short  and  unsatis¬ 
factory  ;  for  the  honest  Spanish  general  w  as  already 
distrusted  by  the  junta,  who  deprived  him  of  his 
command  shortly  after.*  The  other  Spanish  armies 
continued  to  lie  scattered  all  about,  without  any 
plan  in  common,  without  combination,  without 
any  safe  and  regular  communication  with  one 
another.  If  so  many  boys,  fresh  from  school,  or 
so  many  old  women,  had  been  in  command,  they 
could  scarcely  have  made  a  worse  disposition  of 
the  national  forces.  When  his  coming  into  Spain 
had  been  urged  by  the  junta  of  Madrid,  Moore  had 
been  assured  that  his  advance  would  be  covered  by 
a  powerful  victorious  army  ;  but  he  found  that  not 
a  Spanish  soldier  was  in  his  front,  and  that  the 
enemy,  instead  of  being  behind  the  Ebro,  was 
actually  at  hand.  On  the  very  day  after  his 
arrival  at  Salamanca  he  got  accounts  of  the  defeat 
of  the  Conde  de  Belveder  in  front  of  Burgos  ;  and 
two  nights  after  this  news  was  brought  to  him  that 
the  Spanish  General  Blake  had  risked  his  army 
and  lost  it  at  Espinosa,  on  the  borders  of  the  Astu¬ 
rias.  Thus  two  of  the  armies  with  which  he  had 
been  ordered  to  co-operate  were  already  no  more ; 
no  communication  reached  him  from  Castaiios; 
none  was  transmitted  him  from  the  Spanish  govern¬ 
ment  at  Madrid ;  and  the  ingenious  author  of 
‘  Whistlecraft  ’  seems  to  have  continued  his  doze  on 
the  banks  of  the  Manzanares.  Moore,  indeed,  found 
at  starting  that  to  trust  to  Spanish  armies  in  the  field 
was  to  lean  against  a  broken  reed.f  On  the  15th 
he  learned  from  General  Pignatelli,  the  governor 
of  the  province,  that  the  French  had  taken  pos¬ 
session  of  Valladolid,  a  city  only  twenty  leagues 
distant  from  Salamanca,  where  he  had  at  the  time 

*  "  Tile  .junta,  jealous  of  their  generals,  gave  them  no  power ;  but 
kept  them  at  the  head  of  separate  armies,  each  independent  of  the 
other.  Thus  they  have  prevented  any  union  of  action.  They  took  no 
pains  to  recruit  the  armies,  or  to  fui  nisli  them  with  arms  and  clothing. 
In  short,  during  the  interval  that  the  French  were  weak,  they  did 
nothing  either  to  overpower  them  before  their  reinforcements  arrived, 

or  to  meet  them  with  superior  numbers  when  reinforced . I  am  in 

no  correspondence  with  any  of  their  generals  or  armies.  I  know  not 
their  plans,  or  those  of  the  Spanisli  government.  No  channels  of 
information  have  been  opened  to  me ;  and,  as  yet  a  .“tranger.  I  have 

been  able  to  establish  no  certain  ones  for  myself - Enthusiasm,  and 

an  obstinate  determination  not  to  submit  to  the  French  yoke,  may  do 
much.  But  even  in  this  case  the  government  has  been  improvident : 
arms,  ammunition,  and  other  means,  are  wanting.  The  probability, 
therefore,  is,  that  the  French  will  succeed;  and,  if  they  do.  it  will  be 
from  no  talent  having  sprung  up  after  the  first  effort,  to  take  advan¬ 
tage  of  the  impulse,  and  of  the  enthusiasm  which  then  existed.” — 
Jyetter  from  Sir  John  Moore  to  one  of  his  brothers,  dated  Salamanca, 
2Gth  Ahn-ember,  1808,  in  A'crralive  of  the  Campaign  of  the  British  army 
in  Spain,  commanded  hy  his  Excellency  Lieutenant-General  Sir  John 
Mm  e,  K.R.,  ffc.  ^c.,  authenticated  by  ojjicial  papers  and  original  letters : 
by  James  Moore,  Esq. 

f  Colonel  Napier. 
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only  three  brigades  of  British  troops;  the  rest 
being  in  a  long  line  of  march,  many  not  having 
passed  the  frontiers  of  Portugal.  The  French, 
who  were  only  a  small  body  of  flying  cavalry, 
retreated  from  Valladolid  the  very  next  day;  but 
they  scoured  the  country,  foraged  and  plundered 
unopposed,  and  spread  dismay  far  around.  The 
enthusiasm  of  the  Spanish  people  seemed  paralysed. 
Every  hour  rumours  reached  Salamanca  which 
made  Sir  John  Moore  believe  that  other  corps 
were  beaten  and  scattered,  besides  those  of  the 
Conde  de  Belveder  and  Blake;  but  no  stand 
could  be  made  at  Madrid,  and  no  valid  co-operation 
expected  either  from  the  Spanish  armies  or  from 
the  dispirited  people.  Owing  to  the  strange  route 
which  he  had  been  made  to  take  unnecessarily,  for 
the  roads  by  Gastello  Branco  and  Ciudad  Rodrigo 
were  not  worse  than  the  roads  by  Elvas  and  the 
eastern  frontier,  General  Hope,  with  the  ordnance 
and  his  4000  men,  was  now  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Madrid  ;  while  Sir  David  Baird  with  his  10,000 
men,  from  the  difficulties  he  had  met  with  at 
Coruna  and  on  the  hungry  rugged  road,  had  only 
reached  Astorga.  And  at  Astorga  Baird  was  halt¬ 
ing,  in  consequence  of  erroneous  intelligence 
received  from  the  defeated  Spanish  General  Blake, 
that  superior  forces  of  the  enemy  were  collected  on 
his  left  flank.  But  Sir  John  Moore,  naturally 
most  anxious  to  unite  all  his  forces,  called  up 
Baird  with  all  speed,  and  sent  orders  to  General 
Hope  to  turn  aside  from  Madrid  and  hasten  to 
Salamanca.  The  inhabitants  of  that  city  were 
panic-stricken  or  stupified.  To  rouse  them  from  a 
despairing  inertness  Moore  assembled  the  local 
junta,  and  addressed  them  in  an  animated  and 
hopeful  style.  From  the  junta  he  also  demanded 
that  every  assistance  they  could  possibly  give  him 
should  be  afforded  ;  that  every  car,  horse,  and  mule 
in  the  country  should  be  instantly  placed  at  his  dis¬ 
posal,  for  the  transport  of  magazines  and  necessaries 
for  the  army.  The  junta  applauded  the  harangue, 
for  it  contained  compliments  to  Spanish  gallantry 
and  patriotism  ;  hut,  with  true  Spanish  procrasti¬ 
nation,  they  referred  the  measures  to  be  taken  to 
future  consideration,  and  did  next  to  nothing.  This 
was  the  more  vexatious  as,  though  Sir  John  had 
so  little  money  himself,  the  junta  of  Galicia  had  a 
large  sum  in  hand,  for  Mr.  Frere  had  broimht  with 
him  from  England  to  Coruna  two  millions  of 
dollars  for  the  sole  use  of  the  S|)aniard8  in  the 
north.*  It  is  quite  evident  that  the  English  com¬ 
mander-in-chief  was  soon  filled  with  disgust  and 
despondency;  that  he  lost  whatever  hope  he  had 
had  in  the  Spaniards ;  that  he  was  led  to  under¬ 
rate  the  capabilities  of  the  armed  peasantry,  seeing 
that  in  front  of  him  the  French  cavalry  were  over¬ 
running  the  plains  and  levying  contributions,  to 
which  the  people  submitted  without  resistance  ; 
and  that  he  rather  too  early  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  100,000  disciplined  French  troops  could  not 

•  lly  this  timi?  the  English  government  hiul  siijiplied  .Spain  wiih 
200,000  muskets,  with  ammunition  of  all  kinds  in  proportion,  v  ilh 
idothine,  and  with  sixteen  niilUoiis  of  hard  dollars  !—iVunier,  Hist, 
of  the  Jf’ur  in  the  Peninsnlu. 
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be  opposed  in  the  north.  “  These  provinces,”  he 
said,  “  are  not  armed  :  and,  as  to  enthusiasm,  I 
have  seen  no  marks  of  it.”*  A  few  days  later  he 
wrote,  in  the  private  journal  he  kept,  “  I  see  my 
situation  as  clearly  as  any  one,  and  that  nothing 
can  be  worse ;  for  I  have  no  Spanish  army  to  give 
me  the  least  assistance,  only  the  Marques  Romana 
is  endeavouring  to  assemble  the  fugitives  from 
Blake’s  army  at  Leon.  Yet  I  am  determined  to 
form  the  junction  of  this  army,  and  to  try  our  for¬ 
tune.  We  have  no  business  here  as  things  are; 
but,  being  here,  it  would  never  do  to  abandon  the 
Spaniards  without  a  struggle.” 


SiH  John  lilooRE. 


While  Moore  was  thus  desponding  at  Salamanca, 
Bonaparte  in  person  was  crossing  the  Pyrenees.  In 
the  month  of  September  the  Emperor  of  the  French 
had  repaired  to  Erfurt  to  hold  conferences  with 
the  Emperor  of  Russia.  The  subjects  of  their 
conferences  were  carefully  concealed ;  but  it  was 
generally  understood  that  the  question  of  Spain  and 
the  fate  of  Turkey  were  agitated,  without  reference 
to  any  other  principle  than  that  of  the  advantage 
and  aggrandizement  of  the  two  emperors.  It 
should  also  seem  that  it  was  understood  between 
them  that  Alexander  should  not  interfere  in  the 
Spanish  question,  and  that  Napoleon  should  allow’ 
him  in  return  to  encroach  on  the  trans-Danubian 
provinces  of  the  sultan  ;  for,  shortly  after  this 
meeting  at  Erfurt,  Russian  troops  were  again 
poured  into  Wallacliia  and  Moldavia.  The  two 
emperors  wrote  a  joint  letter  to  the  King  of  Eng¬ 
land,  inviting  him  to  a  speedy  pacification,  but 
laying  down  no  basis  fur  negotiation,  and  offering 
no  conditions  for  our  allies.  To  this  doubly  im¬ 
perial,  but  really  insignificant,  epistle,  not  George 
III.,  but  Mr.  Canning,  his  secretary  for  foreign 
atlairs,  replied  in  two  spirited  notes,  one  addressed 
to  the  Russian,  the  other  to  the  French  minister 
for  foreign  affairs.  In  the  note  to  the  Russian, 
Mr.  Canning  said  that  the  proposition  for  peace 
would  be  communicated  to  our  ally  the  King  of 
Sweden  (against  whom  the  Czar  was  now  waging 

•  Letter  to  one  of  liis  brothers,  in  Narrative,  &:c.,  by  James  Moore, 
already  cited. 
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a  fierce  and  winning  war)  and  to  the  existing  in¬ 
dependent  government  of  Spain,  which  England 
was  determined  to  protect — that  it  was  necessary 
his  Britannic  majesty  should  receive  an  immediate 
assurance  that  France  acknowledged  the  existing 
independent  government  of  Spain  as  a  party  in 
the  negotiation — that  the  lively  interest  manifested 
by  the  Emperor  Alexander  in  former  times  for  the 
welfare  and  dignity  of  the  Spanish  monarch  could 
not  leave  a  doubt  of  his  imperial  majesty’s  inten¬ 
tions  with  respect  to  Spain — and  that  it  could  not 
be  conceived  that  the  Emperor  Alexander  had  been 
induced  to  sanction,  by  bis  concurrence  or  appro¬ 
bation,  usurpations,  the  principles  of  which  w'ere 
not  less  unjust  than  their  example  was  dangerous 
to  all  legitimate  sovereigns !  In  his  note  to  Cham- 
pagny,  now  Duke  of  Cadore,  and  the  successor  of 
Talleyrand,  Mr.  Canning  said  that  the  progress  of 
the  war  had  imposed  new  obligations  upon  Great 
Britain,  and  that  Sicily,  Portugal,  Sweden,  and 
Spain  must  be  admitted  to  a  participation  in  the 
negotiations  ;  that  treaties  existed  with  the  three 
first  of  these  powers,  which  bound  them  and  Great 
Britain  together  in  peace  and  war ;  and  that,  al¬ 
though  no  formal  treaty  had  yet  been  executed  with 
Spain,  the  ties  of  honour  were  to  the  King  of  Eng¬ 
land  as  strong  as  the  most  solemn  treaties ;  where¬ 
fore,  it  must  be  understood,  that  the  central  junta 
or  provisional  government  of  Spain  must  be  a 
party  to  any  negotiation  in  which  his  majesty 
would  engage.  To  have  said  less  than  this  of  the 
Spanish  nation  would  have  been  infamous.  The 
Russian  minister  replied,  that,  though  the  emperor 
his  master  might  readily  admit  the  claims  of  the 
sovereigns,  allies  of  Great  Britain,  he  would  never 
acknowledge  the  insurgents  of  Spain  as  an  inde¬ 
pendent  power  ; — that,  moreover,  the  emperor  had 
recognised  Joseph  Bonaparte  as  King  of  Spain, 
was  united  to  the  Emperor  Napoleon  for  peace 
and  for  war,  and  was  resolved  not  to  separate  his 
interests  from  those  of  his  ally.  M.  Champagny 
replied  in  the  same  tone,  but  still  more  tartly,  and 
wrote  some  paragraphs  about  a  treaty  on  the  uti 
fossidetis  principle,  which  were  absolute  non¬ 
sense.  It  requires  an  atrabilarious  party  spirit, 
and  a  blindness  to  the  intention  of  Bonaparte  in 
dictating  the  joint  imperial  letter,  to  designate  the 
tone  of  Mr.  Canning’s  note  to  Champagny  as  in¬ 
sulting.  From  Erfurt  Bonaparte  hastened  baek  to 
Paris,  and  there  told  his  senate  that  he  and  the 
Emperor  of  Russia  were  irrevocably  united  in  the 
bond  of  alliance.  This  was  on  the  18th  of  Octo¬ 
ber.  On  the  25th  he  opened  the  session  of  the 
corps  legislatif,  and  told  that  soulless  body  that 
he  was  going  in  person  to  take  charge  of  the 
Spanish  war,  and  drive  the  English  out  of  Portu¬ 
gal.  He  used  a  style  which  he  had  already  worn 
threadbare,  but  winch  he  could  not  use  too  often ; — 
“  The  hideous  presence  of  the  English  leopards 
contaminates  the  continent  of  Spain  and  Portugal. 
I  go  to  place  myself  at  the  head  of  my  armies,  to 
crown  my  brother  at  Madrid,  and  to  plant  the 
French  eagles  on  the  ramparts  of  Lisbon  1”  Two 


days  after  this  he  set  out  for  the  Pyrenees.  Troops 
had  been  for  some  time  collecting  on  that  frontier ; 
for,  still  anticipating  his  vital  resources,  Bonaparte 
had  called  out  two  conscriptionsr,  and,  placing 
80,000  of  these  in  garrisons  in  Fance,  and  dis¬ 
posing  of  80,000  of  them  as  a  gigantic  corps  de 
reserve,  he  had  hurried  off  his  veteran  troops  to 
Spain.  The  very  elite  of  his  immense  army  was 
now  to  engage  in  this  momentous  struggle.  Before 
they  arrived  in  the  country  which  was  destined  to 
be  the  grave  of  most  of  them,  a  small  army  of 
native  Spanish  veterans  and  patriots  was  wafted 
to  the  shores  of  the  Peninsula  in  English  ships. 
At  the  time  when  Spain  and  her  resources  were 
entirely  at  the  disposal  of  Bonaparte,  Manuel  Godoy 
had  sent  General  the  Marques  de  la  Romana, 
with  15,000  men,  to  serve  the  French  on  the  shores 
of  the  Baltic,  or  wherever  else  the  conqueror  might 
choose  to  employ  them.  These  Spanish  troops  were 
quartered  in  Holstein,  Sleswig,  Jutland,  and  the 
islands  of  Funen,  Zealand,  and  Langeland,  when 
Mr.  Mac  Kenzie,  an  agent  employed  by  the  Eng¬ 
lish  ministers,  opened  a  communication  with 
Romana  by  means  of  a  Catholic  priest.  The 
Spanish  general  was  incensed  at  the  iniquitous  pro¬ 
ceedings  at  Bayonne ;  his  soldiers  were  equally 
indignant;  and  all  were  most  heartily  sick  of  their 
exile  in  Denmark  and  those  Baltic  regions.  A 
plan  was  ingeniously  concerted  and  most  ably  ex¬ 
ecuted.  The  marques,  with  from  9000  to  10,000 
of  his  men,  after  being  aided  by  Admiral  Sir  R. 
Keats,  got  safely  on  board  our  Baltic  fleet,  com¬ 
manded  by  Sir  James  Saumarez.  Touching  at 
England,  where  the  marques  received  a  most  en¬ 
thusiastic  welcome,  he  proceeded  to  S.  Andero, 
and  there  landed  his  men,  who  were  equipped  from 
the  English  stores,  and  were  then  sent  in  divisions 
to  join  Blake’s  army  in  Biscay. 

If  Joseph  Bonaparte’s  timidity  had  not  been  as 
excessive  as  the  imbecility  of  the  Spanish  generals, 
and  of  the  Madrid  junta  who  directed  their  move¬ 
ments,  the  French  must  have  obtained  repossession 
of  the  capital  long  before  the  arrival  of  his  brother  : 
for,  while  the  Spaniards  were  scattered  all  about, 
Joseph  had  from  50,000  to  60,000  fighting  men 
concentrated  behind  the  Ebro,  with  6000  men  in 
moveable  columns  between  him  and  the  Pyrenees, 
with  General  Drouet  and  a  strong  reserve  a  little 
beyond  those  mountains  at  Bayonne.  But,  even  as 
it  was,  Spanish  conceit  and  rashness  led  to  some 
fatal  reverses  before  the  Emperor  of  the  French 
arrived  with  his  immense  augmentation  of  force. 
After  waiting  until  the  intrusive  king  had  received 
considerable  supplies  and  reinforcements  —  after 
wasting  many  precious  weeks  in  idleness  and  in¬ 
decision —  the  Spanish  generals  foolishly  moved 
forward  on  different  points  of  the  river  Ebro, 
which,  in  diagonal  line,  traverses  the  whole  of  the 
Peninsula  from  the  foot  of  the  Asturian  mountains 
and  the  frontiers  of  the  Biscayan  provinces  to  the 
Gulf  of  Ampolla,  on  the  Mediteiranean  sea,  in 
order  to  commence  offensive  operations  on  the 
banks  of  that  river  or  in  the  country  beyond  it. 
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(Jcnerul  Blake  stalled  on  this  campaign  without 
magazines,  without  clothes  or  shoes  for  his  men, 
witii  very  little  ammunition,  without  money, 
and  without  any  plan  except  that  of  raising  the 
provinces  of  Biscay  and  Guipuzcoa.  The  millions 
of  hard  dollars  which  England  had  sent  had,  in 
good  part,  found  their  way  into  the  pockets  of  a 
set  of  corrupt  and  rapacious  junta  men;  and  the 
other  supplies,  liberally  furnished  from  the  same 
(piarter,  had  been  wasted,  scattered,  or  deposited 
in  places  where  they  remained  useless  until  cap¬ 
tured  by  the  French.  The  army  on  the  right, 
commanded  by  Castanos,  was  scarcely  better  pro¬ 
vided  than  the  army  of  the  left,  under  Blake ;  and 
the  army  in  the  centre,  in  addition  to  its  wants,  had 
the  calamity  of  being  commanded  by  a  rash,  igno¬ 
rant  young  man,  the  Coiide  de  Belveder,  who  was 
scarcely  twenty  years  old.  The  three  armies  w’ere 
so  placed  that  they  could  afford  no  support  to  each 
other.  The  successes  they  had  obtained  over 
Dupont  at  Baylen  had  produced  a  moral  drunken¬ 
ness  that  was  not  yet  over.  Some  of  the  Spaniards 
at  Coruna  told  Sir  David  Baird  that  the  Spanish 
generals  were  assuredly  going  to  annihilate  the 
F'rench,  and  to  ojien  the  way  into  the  heart  of 
France,  whither  the  English  might  follow  them  at 
their  leisure.  Castanos  had  more  prudence  than 
the  rest  of  these  inept  Spanish  commanders ;  hut 
he  had  absolutely  no  authority  over  them  or  their 
movements  ;  and  the  cry  of  the  Spanish  soldiery 
was  “  Forward  !  forward  !”  Some  of  the  columns 
got  beyond  the  line  of  the  Ebro,  and  other  columns 
staid  behind,  or,  instead  of  closing,  lengthened 
their  lines ;  and  this  wide  disseverance  was  the 
more  dangerous,  as  the  Spaniards  had  scarcely  any 
cavalry,  while  the  French  were  well  provided  with 
that  arm,  and  with  first-rate  cavalry  officers.  On  the 
last  day  of  October  Blake,  far  in  advance  on  the 
left,  was  attacked  by  Lefebvrc,  and,  after  a  long 
and  well-contested  action,  was  driven  in,  but  with¬ 
out  losing  colours  or  prisoners.  On  account  of  the 
mountainous  nature  of  the  country,  the  French 
could  not  use  their  formidable  artillery.  Blake 
retreated  iu  good  order  by  Bilbao  to  Nava;  but 
the  enemy  followed  him  and  entered  the  irnjiortant 
town  of  Bilboa  on  the  1st  of  November.  On  the 
.bth,  Blake  defeated  a  French  division  ;  hut  his 
own  divisions  had  got  separated  during  his  ad¬ 
vance  and  during  his  retreat ;  his  peoiilc  were 
exhausted  by  fatigue,  hunger,  and  cold,  for  they 
had  passed  a  fortnight  among  the  rugged  moun¬ 
tains  of  Biscay  during  rainy  nights  and  the  most 
inclement  weather,  being  almost  continually  in  the 
open  air.  It  is  said  that  there  was  not  a  great¬ 
coat,  nor  even  a  hat,  among  the  men,  and  that  there 
were  very  lew  shoes.  Blake  therefore  retired  to 
Ivspinosa  de  los  Monteros.  Here  he  intended  to 
rest  for  some  days ;  but  on  the  9th  his  rear-guard 
was  suriirised,  and  he  was  attacked  and  defeated 
with  great  loss.  Spiking  his  guns,  and  crossing 
the  river  Trueba,  Blake  then  tied  buck  to  Reynosa, 
a  strong  jiosition,  but  to  secure  vyhich  no  jiains 
hud  been  taken  during  lus  rush  advance.  The 
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forlorn  hope  of  collecting  his  scattered  forces  there 
was  soon  defeated ;  a  fatal  blow  had  been  struck 
on  the  army  of  the  Conde  de  Belveder,  which  had 
been  intended  to  support  Blake;  and  now  three 
French  corps  were  rapidly  closing  round  Reynosa. 
No  alternative  was  left  to  Blake  but  to  fly  towards 
the  port  of  S.  Andero.  Fie,  with  a  few  officers  and 
men,  reached  that  port  and  got  safely  on  board  an 
English  ship ;  but  the  greater  part  of  his  people 
sought  refuge  in  the  mountains  of  the  Asturias  ; 
and  his  army  was  so  entirely  dissipated  that 
scarcely  a  trace  of  it  could  be  seen  anywhere. 
Such  magazines  as  were  at  Reynosa  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  French,  who  sent  detachments  to  S. 
Andero  and  to  other  ports  on  that  coast,  where  they 
obtained  a  good  booty,  consisting  principally  of 
arms,  ammunition,  and  stores,  which  had  been 
forw'arded  by  the  English  for  men  who  knew  not 
how  to  use  them.  On  the  8th  of  November,  be- 
tw’een  Blake’s  tight  at  Espinosa,  and  his  flight  from 
Reynosa,  Bonaparte  arrived  at  his  brother’s  head¬ 
quarters  in  the  city  of  Vitoria,  and  took  the  entire 
direction  of  the  campaign.  It  did  not  require  his 
quick  and  practised  eye  to  discover  the  monstrous 
errors  which  the  Spanish  generals  had  committed, 
or  the  facility  afforded  by  the  position  into  which 
affairs  had  been  brought  for  preventing  their  junc¬ 
tion  and  beating  them  separately.  He  was  not  well 
pleased  at  Marshal  Lefebvre  for  opening  the  cam¬ 
paign  before  his  arrival ;  but  Blake’s  army  had 
been  beaten,  and  he  confidently  expected  to  hem 
iu  the  Conde  de  Belveder,  or  Castanos,  or  both, 
and  reduce  them  to  a  capitulation,  which  should 
obliterate  the  disgrace  of  Baylen.  With  a  force 
more  than  double  that  of  the  enemy  before  him. 
Marshal  Soult  was  hurried  across  the  Ebro,  in 
the  direction  of  Burgos.  Instead  of  retreating 
or  attempting  to  form  a  junction  with  Castanos, 
the  Conde  de  Belveder — whose  army  consisted  only 
of  13,000  regular  troops,  and  a  few  thousand 
armed  peasants,  and  enthusiastic  students,  volun¬ 
teers  from  Salamanca  and  Leon — imprudently 
encamped  and  waited  the  attack  in  an  open  posi¬ 
tion  at  Gamonal,  in  front  of  Burgos.  Soult’s  vete¬ 
rans  routed  him  completely,  massacred  or  took  pri¬ 
soners  between  3000  and  4000  of  his  men,  and  seized 
all  his  cannon  and  baggage.  The  Conde  fled  to 
Lerma,  five  and  twenty  miles  from  the  field  of 
battle,  where  he  wrote  a  dispatch  extolling  the  in¬ 
trepidity  of  his  soldiers.  The  armies  on  his  right 
being  thus  dispersed,  Bonaparte  aimed  his  blows 
at  the  army  of  General  Castanos  and  the  army  of 
Aragon,  that  were  now  both  on  his  left.  He  sent 
column  after  column  to  intercept  the  communica¬ 
tion  with  Madrid,  and  to  get  in  Castanos’s  rear ; 
and  he  dispatched  Marshal  Cannes  xvith  30,000 
men  to  attack  that  Spanish  general  in  front.  On 
the  aiiproach  of  the  French,  Castanos  had  fallen 
back  from  Calahorra  on  the  banks  of  the  Flbro  o 
Tudela.  There  he  was  joined  by  the  army  of 
Aragon,  under  the  command  of  Palafox,  who  had 
had  the  good  sense  to  see  the  expediency  of  this 
junction,  and  mIio  had  effected  it  by  a  march  of 
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extraordinary  rapidity.  United  as  they  were,  the 
armies  ot  Castaiios  and  Palafox  were  scarcely 
equal  in  number  to  tlie  forces  of  Lannes  in  their 
front,  and  Ney  and  Victor  were  getting  in  their  rear. 
We  count  for  little  or  nothing  the  irregular  hands 
of  peasantry  that  lengthened  and  weakened  the 
lines  of  the  two  armies.  Moreover,  the  regulars 
were,  for  the  most  ]iart,  raw  levies,  miserably 
armed.  A  general  of  the  greatest  genius  might 
have  trembled  at  the  thought  of  risking  a  battle 
with  such  troops  against  veteran  masses,  strong  in 
cavalry  and  in  artillery,  and  abundantly  provided 
with  the  best  arms  and  materials.  It  wmuld  be 
superfluous  to  give  the  details  of  the  battle  of 
Tudela,  which  was  fought  on  the  23rd  of  Novem¬ 
ber.  The  Spaniards  were  quickly  thrown  into  dis¬ 
order,  put  to  flight  and  savagely  slaughtered  by 
the  French  cavalry.  These  Spanish  armies,  how¬ 
ever,  had  not  the  habit  of  capitulating;  fragments 
went  off  and  saved  themselves  by  fleetness  of  foot, 
the  rest  retreated  in  tolerably  good  order  to  Cala- 
tayud.  It  is  said  that  Bonaparte  reproached  one 
of  his  generals  for  suffering  Castanos  to  escape, 
having  a  vindictive  desire  to  hold  in  captivity 
the  conqueror  of  Uupont.  Plundering  the  towns 
through  which  they  passed,  and  shooting  every 
Spaniard  they  caught  in  arms  (Bonaparte  having 
given  an  express  and  standing  order  to  that  effect), 
some  of  the  French  columns  marched  forw’ard  to 
drive  out  the  central  junta  and  take  possession  of 
Madrid. 

Having  done  nothing  when  they  had  time  to  do 
it,  the  central  junta  now  precipitated  measures  in 
the  most  hurried  and  confused  manner,  issuing  a 
multitude  of  orders,  some  of  w'hicli  were  not 
understood,  and  very  few'  of  which  were  attended 
to,  partly  through  the  despair  which  seemed  to 
have  fallen  upon  the  Spanish  people,  and  partly 
through  the  shortness  of  time  that  was  allowed 
them.  They  ordered  the  formation  of  a  new 
militia  in  all  towns ;  they  began  to  collect  provi¬ 
sions  and  to  make  barricades ;  they  sent  some 
troops  to  occupy  the  passes  of  the  Somosierra,  the 
last  bulwark  between  the  French  and  the  capital; 
and  6000  men  were  entrenched  upon  the  heights 
of  Sepulveda,  overlooking  the  principal  pass.  But 
the  French  came  on  rapidly,  and  the  dangerous 
belief  was  spread  throughout  the  Spanish  forces  and 
the  people  of  Madrid,  that  their  generals  and  leaders 
were  betraying  them.  Treachery — foul  treachery — 
there  was  in  the  capital ;  but  it  appears  to  have  l)een 
conlined  to  the  party  of  Don  T.  Morla,  who  had 
distinguished  himself  as  a  patriot  in  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  Cadiz,  and  who  w'as  never  suspected  until 
it  was  too  late  to  prevent  the  eftects  of  his  treason. 
On  the  29th  of  November  Bonaparte  had  his  head 
quarters  at  a  village  upon  the  outer  skirts  of  Somo¬ 
sierra.  On  the  30th  the  principal  pass  was  car¬ 
ried,  the  6000  Spaniards  intrenched  at  Sepulveda 
flying  before  a  charge  of  Polish  lancers.  On  the 
morning  of  the  2nd  of  December,  Bessieres,  with 
the  French  cavalry,  came  within  sight  of  Madrid, 
and  took  possession  of  the  heights ;  and  at  noon  on 
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the  same  day,  being  the  anniversary  of  his  corona¬ 
tion,  the  Emperor  of  the  French  arrived.  The 
town  was  immediately  summoned ;  but  such  was 
the  fury  of  the  people  that  the  French  officer 
employed  would  have  been  torn  to  pieces  but  for 
the  interference  of  the  Spanish  regulars.  The  day 
passed  without  the  possibility  of  opening  any  com¬ 
munication  with  those  who  wished  to  save  their 
houses,  their  property,  and  their  lives  by  delivering 
up  the  city.  In  the  evening  Bonaparte’s  infantry 
and  artillery  came  up  ;  arrangements  were  made 
by  moonlight  for  an  assault  the  next  morning,  and 
the  Marques  de  Castelar  was  exhorted,  in  a  letter 
from  Berthier,  not  to  expose  Madrid  to  the  horrors 
of  a  storm.  “  The  night  was  clear  and  bright,  and 
in  the  French  camp  all  was  silence  and  watchful, 
hut  a  tumultuous  noise  was  heard  from  every  quar¬ 
ter  of  the  cit}',  as  if  some  mighty  beast  was  strug¬ 
gling  and  howling  in  the  toils.”*  There  were 
only  6000  regular  troops,  under  the  command  of 
Castelar,  in  the  town  ;  but  there  were  more  than 
60,000  armed  men  besides  these,  consisting  of  the 
citizens  and  populace,  and  the  peasantry  who  had 
flocked  in  from  the  adjoining  country;  and,  if  left 
to  their  own  impulse  and  fury,  these  men  would 
have  made  a  most  desperate  resistance.  They  had 
taken  up  the  pavement,  they  had  barricaded  the 
streets  and  houses,  they  had  massacred  the  Mar¬ 
ques  de  Perrales,  and  other  persons  suspected  of 
favouring  the  French,  and  they  were  shouting 
“  War  to  the  knife  !”  Unfortunately,  Madrid  had 
no  bulwarks  or  outworks ;  the  houses,  though 
strong,  were  not  fire-proof ;  the  artillery  had  been 
placed  in  the  worst  and  most  exposed  situations  ; 
and  the  opulent  classes  soon  declared  against  the 
madness  of  attempting  to  defend  a  large  and  open 
capital  incapable  of  defence.  Nor  can  such 
exploits  as  had  been  performed  at  Zaragoza  ever 
be  expected  from  a  capital  city,  let  it  be  fortified 
as  it  may.  Before  daylight  the  French  stormed 
some  houses  in  the  suburbs,  dislodged  a  garrison 
which  had  been  thrown  into  the  Buen  Retiro 
palace,  and  began  to  throw  shells  into  the  town. 
Early  in  the  morning  of  the  3rd  they  took  posses¬ 
sion  of  the  immense  palace  of  the  Duke  of  Medina 
Cell,  a  key  to  the  city  on  that  side.  The  city  was 
then  summoned  for  the  third  time ;  and  m  the 
afternoon  Don  T.  Morla,  whose  cowardice  is  sup¬ 
posed  to  have  been  even  greater  than  his  treachery, 
came  out  to  demand  a  suspension  of  arras.  Morla 
was  accompanied  by  another  Spanish  officer,  who 
was  compelled  to  hear  the  terrible  threats  of  Bona¬ 
parte,  mingled  with  moral  declamations  and  ajjoph- 
thegms,  the  farcical  parts  of  the  tragedy.  “  Injus¬ 
tice  and  had  faith,”  said  this  precious  moralist, 
“  always  recoil  upon  those  who  are  guilty  of  them  !” 
Morla  returned  into  the  city  and  told  the  authori¬ 
ties  and  the  ])eople  that  Madrid  must  surrender 
before  si.x  o’clock  the  next  morning,  or  ])erish  and 
disappear  !  There  were  still  thousands  who  would 
have  staid  to  have  perished  under  the  ruins  of  the 
houses — and  all  would  not  have  perished  w'ithout 
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loss  and  delay  to  the  French;  hut  the  central  junta 
had  tied  already,  with  indecent  haste,  towards  Bada- 
joz,  and  the  men  in  authority  that  remained  confessed 
that  there  was  nothing  left  to  do  but  to  capitulate. 
The  Marques  de  Castelar  nobly  determined  not  to 
surrender,  and  succeeded  in  withdrawing  his  6000 
regulars  and  sixteen  cannon  in  safety.  During  the 
night,  the  populace  and  the  peasantry  kept  tiring 
on  the  French  outposts,  and  ringing  the  church 
and  convent  bells  :  but  at  8  o’clock  on  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  the  4th  of  December  Morla  came  forth  with 
a  capitulation,  and  Madrid  surrendered.  Such  of 
the  Spaniards  as  remained  in  arms,  and  as  had  not 
fled  out  of  the  town  to  follow  Castelar,  were  dis¬ 
armed,  and  the  city  was  filled  with  French  troops, 
who  had  received  the  strictest  orders  not  to  exas¬ 
perate  the  people  by  plunder,  or  by  any  other  excess. 
Bonaparte  fixed  his  head-quarters  at  Cliamartin,  a 
country  house  four  miles  from  Madrid ;  and  in  a 
few  days  the  shops  were  re-opened,  the  theatres 
were  frequented  as  usual,  and  everything  wore  the 
outward  appearance  of  tranquillity.  A  number  of 
imperial  decrees,  re-organizing  the  government, 
and  hurling  vengeance  at  those  grandees  who  had 
declared  that  they  had  acted  in  Bayonne  under 
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compulsion,  and  who  had  made  head  against  his 
brother,  were  issued  from  Cliamartin,  and  a  pro¬ 
clamation  was  addressed  to  the  Spaniards  in  the 
name  of  Napoleon.  The  Spanish  people  were  told 
that  further  resistance  was  useless ;  that  at  most 
they  could  only  protract  a  destructive  war  on  their 
own  soil ;  that  it  had  cost  the  emperor  only  a  few 
marches  to  defeat  their  armies;  that  he  would 
presently  drive  the  English  from  the  Peninsula ; 
that  to  the  rights  which  had  been  ceded  him  by 
the  princes  of  the  last  dynasty  he  had  now  added 
the  right  of  conquest,  but  that  his  wish  was  still  to 
be  the  regenerator  of  Spain.  “  But,”  he  added, 
“  should  you  not  merit  my  confidence,  I  must  treat 
you  as  a  conquered  people,  and  })lace  my  brother 
Joseph  upon  another  throne.  I  shall  then  set  the 
crown  of  Spain  upon  my  own  head,  and  cause  it  to 
be  respected  by  the  guilty ;  for  God  has  given 
me  •power  and  inclination  to  surmount  all  ob¬ 
stacles  !”*  Joseph  Bonaparte  entered  Madrid  in  the 
tail  of  the  French  army  ;  but,  though  all  seemed  so 
quiet  and  submissive,  he  dreaded  insurrection  and 
assassination  ;  and,  while  his  brother  went  to  look 
after  Sir  John  Moore  and  the  English,  he  retired, 
well  guarded,  to  the  royal  palace  at  S.  Ildefonso. 


I’ai.ace  or  K.  li.DrroNso. 


The  situation  of  the  English  general  was,  in  the 
extremest  degree,  critical.  On  the  28th  of  Novem¬ 
ber  news  reached  Sir  John  Moore  at  Salamanca,  of 
the  unexpected  dispersion  of  all  the  Spanish  armies, 
and  of  the  rapid  advance  of  Bonaparte  with  over¬ 
whelming  forces.  It  appeared  to  him  that,  as 


there  was  no  longer  an  army  in  the  north  of 
Spain  with  which  he  could  combine,  and  as  the 
southern  provinces  would  quickly  be  invaded,  it 
was  most  advisable  to  lead  back  his  troojjs  to  Lis¬ 
bon  ;  where  they  would  be  enabled  to  join  any 

*  Southey,  Hist,  of  the  Peniusular  Wnr. 
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Spanish  corps  which  might  rise  in  the  south,  or  to 
render  essential  services  by  being  conveyed  by  sea 
to  Cadiz.  Accordingly,  Sir  John  sent  orders  to  Sir 
David  Baird,  who  had  not  got  much  beyond  Astorga, 
to  prepare  to  retreat  to  Coruna  and  sail  with  his 
division  to  the  Tagus  ;  and  he  instructed  General 
Hope,  who  was  still  far  away,  to  join  him  if  prac¬ 
ticable,  or  to  march  to  Ciudad  Rodrigo,  near  the 
Portuguese  frontier,  where  they  could  unite.  It  is 
said  that  this  plan  met  with  the  full  approbation  of 
Hope  and  Baird.  But  at  this  juncture  intelligence 
was  brought  to  Moore  from  Madrid,  that  a  very 
favourable  change  had  taken  place  in  the  state  of 
affairs.  It  was  most  confidently  reported,  on  the 
authority  of  the  junta  and  of  Don  T.  Morla,  that 
San  Juan,  a  Spanish  general,  had  repulsed  three 
attacks  of  the  French  at  Sepulveda;  that  Castahos 
was  bringing  up  the  greater  part  of  his  force  to 
unite  with  San  Juan  ;  and  that  Bonaparte  was  still 
at  Burgos,  or  a  good  many  marches  from  Madrid. 
Of  the  immense  force  which  the  French  had  now 
brought  to  the  southward  of  the  Pyrenees  and  of 
the  Ebro,  and  of  the  strong  reserves  that  were 
ready  to  follow,  Moore  apparently  received  no 
information.  But  at  the  same  time  a  long  dispatch 
from  Mr.  Frere,  dated  Aranjuez,  November  30th, 
reached  him.  The  ambassador  strongly  deprecated 
a  retreat  into  Portugal ;  assuring  Sir  John  that  the 
provinces  he  had  seen  were  the  least  distinguished 
of  all  Spain  for  a  military  or  patriotic  spirit;  that 
the  other  provinces  possessed  the  most  ardent  and 
determined  patriotism ;  and  that,  as  he  believed, 
every  individual  in  the  central  junta  or  government 
was  resolved  to  perish  with  the  country  rather  than 
submit.  In  the  common  lamentable  ignorance  of 
the  amount  of  the  French  force,  and  in  the  fatal 
reliance  on  the  rhodomontade  reports  of  Spaniards 
w'ho  were  fools  or  traitors,  Mr.  Frere  recommended 
Moore  to  collect  a  force  capable  of  repulsing  the 
French  bnfore  they  received  their  reinforcements, 
telling  him  that  the  covering  and  protecting  Madrid 
w’as  a  point  of  the  greatest  moment ;  that  the 
people  of  the  capital  were  full  of  resolution,  and 
determined  to  defend  it  to  extremity,  in  spite  of  its 
unfavourable  situation ;  and  that  surely  this  deter¬ 
mination  ought  to  be  encouraged  by  some  show’  of 
support  *  Letters  also  came  from  Don  T.  Morla, 
imploring  Sir  John  to  succour  Madrid.  Two 
Spanish  generals  also  arrived  at  Salamanca  with  a 
letter  from  Don  Martin  Garay,  the  war  minister : 
both  these  generals  and  the  minister’s  letter  spoke 
in  glowing  terms  of  the  improved  prospect  of  afi'airs, 
assuring  Sir  John  that  the  Spanish  armies  were 

Ptirliametitary  papers. — “Mr.  Frere  had  come  out  to  Spain  im* 
pressed  with  false  notions  of  what  was  passing  in  that  country,  and, 
tenaciously  clinging  to  the  pictures  of  his  imagination,  he  resented 
the  intrusion  of  vea^ou  and  spurned  at  facts.  The  defeat  of  the  Conde 
de  Belveder  at  Gamnnal,  a  defeat  that  broke  the  centre  of  the  Spanish 
line,  uncovered  the  flank  and  rear  of  Cas:anos*s  army,  opened  a  way  to 
Madrid,  and  rendered  the  concentration  of  theUr.tisii  divisions  unsafe 
it  not  impossible,  he  curiously  calletl  the  *  unlucky  afl'air  of  the  10th 
at  Burgos.’  Alter  the  battle  of  Tudela  he  esliniiited  the  whole  Fieucli 
army  on  the  side  of  Burgos  and  Valladolid  at  eleven  f/iuwanrf  men, 
when  they  were  above  one  hundred  thousand ;  and  yet,  with  information 
so  absurdly  defective,  he  was  prompt  to  interfere  with,  and  eager  to 
control,  the  military  combinations  of  the  General  (Sir  John  Moore), 
which  were  founded  upon  the  true  and  acknowledged  principles  of  the 
art  of  war.” — Napier. 


undismayed,  were  augmenting  daily,  and  were  ren¬ 
dering  the  approach  of  the  French  to  Madrid 
utterly  impraciicable.  But,  before  these  two  gene¬ 
rals  and  this  letter  came  to  hand,  the  French  were 
undisputed  masters  of  the  capital ;  and  the  army  of 
San  Juan  existed  nowhere  except  upon  paper,  for 
the  troops  had  fled  pusillanimously,  and  had  mur¬ 
dered — at  Talavera — their  own  general,  reputed 
the  best  ofScer  in  the  Spanish  service.  There  is 
every  reason  for  believing  that  Don  T.  Morla’s 
letter,  which  was  dated  on  the  2nd  of  December, 
the  very  day  that  he  actually  began  negotiating 
terms  for  surrendering  Madrid,  was  dictated  by 
some  of  Bonaparte’s  people,  or  was  w’ritten  and 
sent  to  serve  that  conqueror  by  drawing  the  English 
army  into  a  snare.  It  was  utterly  impossible  that 
Morla  could  have  been  ignorant  of  the  true  state  of 
afthirs ;  and  yet  he  told  Sir  John  Moore  that  Cas- 
tanos,  with  25,000  men,  was  falling  back  on  Madrid 
in  the  greatest  haste,  to  unite  with  its  garrison ;  and 
that  10,000  men  from  the  Somosierra  were  coming 
for  the  same  purpose  to  the  city,  where  nearly 
40,000  men  would  join  them  ! 

Great  pains  were  taken  to  continue  the  unac¬ 
countable  delusion  into  which  Mr.  Frere  had 
fallen,  and  to  conceal  from  him  the  submission  of 
Madrid.  There  was  in  that  city  a  Frenchman, 
named  Charmilly,  who  gave  himself  out  as  a 
royalist  emigrant  and  refugee,  and  who,  in  that 
capacity,  and  as  a  mortal  enemy  to  Bonaparte,  had 
offered  his  services  to  the  central  junta.  This 
man  was  afterwards  denounced  in  the  British  par¬ 
liament  as  one  who  had  been  an  organizer  of 
assassination  in  San  Domingo,  and  a  fraudulent 
bankrupt  in  London  ;  and  there  appears  no  reason 
to  doubt  that  he  was,  and  had  been,  an  unprin- 
I  cipled  adventurer.  As  soon  as  he  saw  that  the 
French  were  the  strongest  he  stole  out  of  Madrid 
and  joined  them.  Bonaparte’s  skill  in  these 
matters  was  at  least  as  conspicuous  as  his  military 
genius ;  and  wherever  he  moved  there  was  a 
household  or  camp  police  composed  of  men  who 
had  been  trained  by  those  great  masters,  Fouche 
and  Savary,  and  who  had  been  exercised  under  his 
own  eye.  On  the  2nd  of  December,  when  Don 
T.  Morla  first  presented  himself  in  the  French 
camp,  and  evidenily  before  he  had  written  to 
entrap  Sir  John  Moore,  Charmilly  had  a  private 
interview  with  that  Spanish  apostate.  Immediately 
after  this  conference  Charmilly  posted  after  the 
English  ambassador,  w’ho  was  flying  with  the 
central  junta  at,  or  nearly  at,  the  very  moment  that 
Moore  w'as  reading  his  famous  Aranjuez  dispatch. 
The  Frenchman  overtook  Mr.  Frere  at  Talavera, 
and,  apparently  with  little  difScnlty,  convinced 
that  credulous  man  that  the  Spanish  affairs  were 
lirospering ;  that  Madrid  was  quite  capable  of 
holding  out  for  a  long  time  against  the  small  army 
which  Bonaparte  had  brought  against  it;  and, 
finally,  that  nothing  was  wanting  to  raise  the  siege 
and  compel  the  French  to  a  speedy  retreat  except 
the  approach  of  the  British.  Without  a  single 
doubt  as  to  the  character  and  reputation  of  this 
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French  adventurer,  the  facetious  and  accomplished 
writer  in  the  ‘  Anti-Jacobin’  unbosomed  himself, 
and  made  him  the  depository  of  secrets  which 
might  have  committed  the  safety  and  honour  of 
every  British  soldier  in  Spain.  Morla,  wiio  had 
sent  the  Frenchman  to  catch  Frere,  had  by  this 
time  secured  to  himself  his  military  rank  and  his 
fortune — which  last  must  have  been  chiefly  made 
by  appropriating  the  money  which  England  had 
so  liberally  and  so  carelessly  sent  out ; — and  very 
soon  afterwards  he  was  rewarded  by  high  employ¬ 
ment  under  King  Joseph.  The  English  ambas¬ 
sador,  with  his  head  full  of  the  mendacious  intel¬ 
ligence  which  Charmilly  had  brought  liim,  sat 
down  and  wrote  a  dispatch  to  Sir  John  Moore, 
commencing  by  referring  to  his  famous  Aranjuez 
dispatch,  in  which  he  had  recommended  the  cover¬ 
ing  and  protecting  liladrid ;  and  then  referring 
Sir  John  to  Colonel  Charmill)',  the  bearer  of  the 
present  letter,  for  the  state  in  which  he  had  left 
that  city.  Air.  Frere  could  not  but  confess  that  he 
and  the  central  junta  were  flying  for  Badajoz, 
“  from  a  situation  in  which  they  were  exposed  to 
be  made  prisoners;”  yet  he  still  urged  Sir  John 
to  succour  the  capital,  offering  to  take  upon  himself 
any  degree  of  responsibility  ; — as  if  the  commander- 
in-chief  of  an  army  could  shift  his  responsibility 
from  his  own  shoulders  to  those  of  a  fugitive  di¬ 
plomatist.  With  this  dispatch,  and  w'ith  all  Frere’s 
secrets  in  his  possession,  Charmilly  sped  away  for 
Salamanca ;  but  it  was  neither  our  ambassador  at 
Talavera  or  at  Badajoz,  nor  our  general  at  Sala¬ 
manca,  that  could  tell  with  whom  Charmilly  com¬ 
municated  on  the  road,  or  what  messengers  he 
sent  to  the  French  at  Madrid.  Presenting  himself 
at  Sir  John  Moore’s  head-quarters,  the  Frenchman 
delivered  the  dispatch  and  pressed  vehemently  to 
see  the  general.  Sir  John,  who  had  no  love  for 
Frenchmen  of  any  kind,  and  a  great  detestation 
for  all  spies  and  secret  agents,  reluctantly  ad¬ 
mitted  him  to  his  presence,  and  closely  questioned 
him  upon  the  intelligence  he  brought.  Charmilly, 
like  one  used  to  the  trade,  positively  asserted  that 
Bonaparte’s  army  w’as  not  considerable  ;  that  no¬ 
thing  could  exceed  the  patriotic  zeal  of  all  ranks  of 
Spaniards  at  Aladrid ;  that  clouds  of  people  from  the 
country  were  rushing  in  to  defend  that  city  ;  that 
all  classes  were  at  work  ;  that  the  city  was  already 
surrounded  with  batteries  ;  that  every  street  was 
barricaded,  and  that  Air.  Frere  was  most  desirous 
that  Sir  John  should  instantly  advance  and  raise 
the  siege  of  Aladrid.  All  this  was  said  just  three 
days  after  Aladrid  had  surrendered!  Sir  .John 
listened  without  uttering  a  word  which  could  in¬ 
dicate  his  thoughts  or  the  course  he  meant  to 
pursue.  The  adventurer  saw  he  was  susjiected ; 
but,  cunning  as  he  was,  he  duped  himself  into  the 
belief  that  Aloore  persisted  in  his  original  inten¬ 
tion  of  retreating  rapidly  to  Portugal.  Early  next 
morning  he  again  appeared  at  head-quarters,  and 
presented  a  second  letter  from  Air.  Frere,  which 
he  had  suppressed,  by  that  ambassador’s  directions, 
at  his  first  interview.  This  was  strange  enough, 
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but  there  was  matter  in  the  letter,  in  this  rider  to 
the  dispatch,  which  was  still  stranger — rfor  it  con¬ 
tained  a  request  that,  should  Sir  John  continue  in 
his  resolution  to  retreat,  “  the  bearer  might  be 
previously  eiammed  before  a  council  of  war  ! 
This  was  nothing  less  than  attempting  to  wrest  the 
command  of  the  army  out  of  the  general’s  hands,  to 
appeal  from  Sir  John  Moore  to  the  officers  serving 
under  him,  and  to  intimate  to  those  officers  and  the 
whole  army  that,  in  the  opinion  of  the  ambassa¬ 
dor,  Sir  John  was  deficient  in  zeal,  bravery,  and 
ability.  A  grosser  insult  was  never  offered  to  a 
brave  and  high-minded  man ;  and  it  was  the  grosser 
and  the  bitterer  from  the  character  of  the  agent 
who  delivered  it.  Aloore  instantly  ordered  Char¬ 
milly  to  quit  the  cantonments  of  the  British  army. 
AVhether  the  Frenchman  repaired  to  Badajoz  to 
condole  with  Mr.  Frere,  or  went  to  Aladrid  to  hold 
him  up  to  the  ridicule  he  merited,  we  cannot  decide ; 
but  it  should  appear  that  he  communicated  intelli¬ 
gence  to  French  head-quarters,  which,  from  the 
mistake  he  had  fallen  into,  misled  Bonaparte,  and 
confirmed  him  in  the  belief  that  the  British  were 
in  full  retreat  to  Lisbon. 

Aloore’s  nature  was  generous,  his  temper  beauti¬ 
ful:  as  soon  as  the  odious  Frenchman  was  gone 
his  resentment  cooled ;  *  and,  calmly  weighing 
Frere’s  dispatch  and  the  information  which  Char¬ 
milly  had  brought,  and  comparing  it  with  the  in¬ 
formation  contained  in  the  letter  of  Alorla,  of 
whose  treachery  he  was  wholly  ignorant,  and  with 
the  details  given  by  the  two  Spanish  generals, 
who  had  waited  upon  him  at  Salamanca,  he 
was  induced  to  believe  that  Aladrid  w'as  really 
standing  a  siege,  that  the  Spanish  generals  were 
concentrating  their  scattered  forces,  that  the  French 
army  was  not  very  considerable,  and  that  the 
spirit  and  energy  of  the  country,  of  which  he  had 
scarcely  seen  a  sign,  were  at  last  aw'aking.  On 
the  5th  or  6th  of  December  he  was  joined  by  the 
ordnance  from  General  Flope’s  division,  and  this 
tended  to  raise  his  spirits.  On  the  6th  he  wrote 
to  Sir  David  Baird,  who,  after  destroying  some 
stores,  had  retreated  as  far  as  Axilla  Franca,  to 
concentrate  his  troops  and  return  to  Astorga. 
“  I  mean,”  said  Aloore,  “  to  proceed  bridle  in 
hand ;  for  if  the  bubble  bursts  ice  shall  have  a 
run  for  it.''  He  also  ordered  Hope,  who  was  now 
near  at  hand,  to  join  him  without  delay  ;  and  he 
opened  a  correspondence  with  Romana,  who  had 
so  cleverly  brought  his  Spanish  veterans  from  the 
Baltic,  but  the  best  part  of  whose  forces  had  been 
engaged  on  the  Ebro,  and  beaten  and  scattered. 
Romana,  who  had  succeeded  to  Blake’s  command, 
was  quartered  in  the  city  of  Leon  ;  but  none  except 
the  wildest  and  falsest  intelligence  could  be  ob- 

•  Writing  a  few  hours  aO-erwarils  to  Frere  to  express  his  wish  that 
nothing  should  tlisturb  the  iiannony  which  oiiglit  to  subsist  between 
them,  Moore  said — “  I  sliall  abstain  from  any  remarks  upon  the  two 
letters  from  voii,  delivered  to  me  last  night  and  tills  morning  by 
Colonel  Charmilly,  or  on  the  message  which  accom])anied  them.  I 
certainly  at  first  did  feel  and  express  much  indignation  at  a  person 
like  him  Vieing  maile  the  channel  of  a  communication  of  that  sort  from 
you  io  me.  Those  feelings  nrcat  an  cud,  and  I  dare  say  they  never  will 
l)C  created  towards  you  again.'* 


353 


Chap.  L]  CIV'IL  AND  MILITARY 

tained  of  the  strength  of  his  army.  Before  flying 
from  Madrid,  the  central  junta  had  assured  Colonel 
Graham  (at  present  Lord  Lynedoch)  that  Romana’s 
army  exceeded  30,000  men.  Tlie  marques  him¬ 
self  is  said  to  have  stated  to  a  British  officer  that 
he  had  22,000  infantry  and  300  cavalry ;  yet  now, 
when  he  was  required  to  act,  he  wrote  a  letter  to 
Sir  John  Moore,  acknowledging  that  he  could  only 
assemble  9000  or  10,000  men,  and  two  days  after¬ 
wards  these  dwindled  to  7000.  Such,  invariably, 
W'as  the  sort  of  official  intelligence  that  Moore  re¬ 
ceived  from  Spanish  generals  and  ministers  :  there 
was  never  any  dependence  to  be  placed  in  their 
reports,  and  it  was  clear  that  nothing  was  to  be 
expected  from  Romana.  Sir  John  then  WTote  to 
Lord  Castlereagh,  stating  that  he  intended  to 
advance  by  Valladolid  towards  Burgos,  in  con¬ 
junction  with  Sir  David  Baird,  and  with  or  with¬ 
out  the  army  of  Romana,  for  the  purpose  of 
threatening  the  communication  of  the  French. 
The  Somosierra  and  the  Guadarrama  were  both 
known  to  be  in  possession  of  the  enemy,  wherefore 
no  direct  movement  could  be  made  towards  Madrid  ; 
but  Moore  knew  that  Zaragoza  was  determined  to 
stand  a  second  siege ;  he  had  received  from  the 
junta  of  Toledo  a  formal  assurance  of  their  resolu¬ 
tion  to  bury  themselves  under  the  ruins  of  the 
town  rather  than  submit ;  and  he  was  informed 
that  the  southern  provinces  were  forwarding  crowds 
of  fresh  levies.  lie  concluded  that  Bonaparte 
would  be  more  anxious  to  strike  a  heavy  blow 
against  the  English  than  to  overrun  any  particular 
province  ;  and  therefore  he  resolved  to  "throw  him¬ 
self  upon  the  communications  of  the  French  army, 
hoping,  if  fortune  were  favourable,  to  inflict  a 
severe  loss  upon  the  troops  which  guarded  them 
before  aid  could  arrive.  If  Bonaparte,  suspending 
his  operations  against  the  south,  should  detach 
troops  largely,  Madrid  would  thereby  be  relieved  : 
if  he  did  not  detach  largely,  the  British  could  hold 
their  ground.  Moore  could  not  but  know  that  a 
great  general  like  the  Emperor  of  the  French 
would  be  most  likely  to  unite  his  whole  arm}’,  and 
fall  upon  the  troops  which  thus  ventured  to  place 
themselves  on  his  line  of  operations ;  but,  in  order  to 
relieve  the  Spaniards  at  a  critical  moment,  and  to 
give  time  for  the  southern  provinces  to  organize  their 
defences,  he  was  willing  to  draw  the  mass  of  the 
enemy  upon  himself.* 

In  the  meanwhile  Sir  John  had  sent  forward 
Colonel  Graham  to  carry  a  message  to  Morla,  and 
to  endeavour  to  obtain  some  correct  information  of 
what  was  passing  in  Madrid  and  the  country  round 
it.  Graham  returned  to  Salamanca  on  the  evening 
of  the  9th,  bringing  the  first  intimation  of  the 
prompt  capitulation  of  the  Spanish  capital.  He 
had  not  been  able  to  penetrate  farther  than  Tala- 
vera,  where  he  had  met  two  members  of  the  cen- 

•  Colonel  Napier,  History  of  the  War  in  the  Peninsula. — ^The  his¬ 
torian  of  tlie  war  adds — “  Moore  felt  that,  iu  dthiig  so,  he  compro¬ 
mised  the  safety  of  hU  own  army,  that  he  must  i^lide  along  the  edge 
of  a  precijiice,  that  he  must  cross  a  gulf  on  a  rotten  nlanlc ;  but  he 
also  knew  the  martial  ({ualities  of  his  soldiers,  he  had  confidence  in 
his  own  genius,  and,  the  occasion  being  worthy  of  a  great  deed,  he 
dared  essay  it  even  against  Napoleon.’* 
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tral  junta,  who  assured  him  that  the  French  were 
only  from  20,000  to  30,000  strong,  and  had  pos¬ 
sessed  themselves  of  nothing  more  than  the  Retiro 
palace ;  that  the  peojile  were  still  in  arms ;  that 
30,000  men  of  the  Spanish  army  of  the  centre 
were  at  Guadalaxara ;  that  14,000  men  were  at 
Almaraz  ;  and  that  Romana,  who  was  anxious  to 
unite  with  the  English,  would  soon  have  30,000 
fighting  men.  Mortified  as  he  was  to  find  that  the 
capital  had  held  out  only  one  day,  and  induced  as 
he  was  by  that  fact  to  doubt  of  the  Spanish  spirit, 
and  to  place  less  reliance  than  ever  on  the  reports 
and  assurances  he  received,  Moore  would  not  forego 
his  resolution  to  advance ;  for  he  calculated  that  a 
diversion  for  the  southern  provinces  might  still  be 
efl'ected,  and  that  he  was  bound  to  prove  that  Eng¬ 
land  would  not  abandon  the  cause  even  when  the 
Spaniards  themselves  seemed  to  be  abandoning  it. 
With  a  full  sense  of  the  perilousness  of  his  enter¬ 
prise,  and  with  the  conviction  that  no  faith  was  to  be 
put  on  reports  from  the  Spanish  authorities,  Moore 
engaged  some  confidential  persons  to  watch  and 
send  him  tim.ely  notice  of  the  movements  of  the 
enemy’s  columns.  On  the  11th  of  December  he 
pushed  forward  his  cavalry  towards  Toro  and  Tor- 
desillas,  on  the  river  Douro.  He  himself  left  Sala¬ 
manca  on  the  13th.  Preparations  for  a  retreat 
upon  Portugal  were,  however,  continued,  and  Sir 
David  Baird  was  ordered  to  form  magazines  at 
Benevente,  Astorga,  and  other  places,  by  Avhich 
arrangements  two  lines  of  operation  were  secured, 
and  a  greater  freedom  of  action  obtained.  The 
cavalry  had  not  proceeded  far,  when  Brigadier 
General  C.  Stewart  (the  present  Marquess  of  Lon¬ 
donderry),  who  was  at  their  head,  got  notice  that 
the  village  of  Rueda  w’as  occupied  by  a  party  of 
French  infantry  and  cavalry.  The  place  was  pre¬ 
sently  surrounded  by  our  dragoons,  and  almost  the 
whole  party,  consisting  of  eighty  men,  Avere  killed 
or  taken.  The  prisoners  declared  that  they  had  no 
suspicion  that  the  British  Avere  advancing — that 
they  believed  them  to  be  retreating  upon  Lisbon.  On 
the  evening  of  the  13th  Moore’s  head-quarters  Avere 
at  Alaejos.  There  on  the  14th  an  intercepted  dis¬ 
patch  from  Berthier  to  Soult  Avas  brought  to  him, 
and  its  contents  induced  him  to  change  the  direction 
of  his  march.  The  dispatch  described  Madrid  as 
perfectly  tranquil,  and  the  public  amusements  going 
forAA'ard  as  in  a  time  of  peace.  It  directed  Soult  to 
take  possession  of  Leon,  drEe  the  Spaniards  into 
Galicia,  and  make  himself  master  of  Benevente  and 
Zamora ;  being  assured  that  no  apprehension  of  the 
English  need  be  entertained,  as  everything  con¬ 
firmed  the  belief  that  they  Avere  in  full  retreat  into 
Portugal.  The  fourth  corps  of  the  French  army  was 
said  to  he  already  at  Talavera,  on  the  route  to  Bada- 
joz ;  and  this  movement,  it  was  obserA’ed,  Avould  force 
the  English  general  to  retreat,  if,  contrary  to  the 
emperor’s  belief,  he  had  not  done  so  already.  The 
fifth  corps  was  on  the  march  to  Zaragoza,  and  the 
eighth  corps  to  Burgos.  Such  Avas  the  confidence 
of  the  French  at  Madrid,  that  Berthier  had  sent 
this  important  dispatch  (dated  December  the  10th) 

2  z 


354 


HISTORY  OF  THE  REIGN  OF  GEORGE  III. 


by  a  single  staff  officer,  who  rode  post  through  the 
country  without  an  escort,  and  in  perfect  safety, 
until  his  abusive  language  to  the  postmaster  ofVal- 
destillos  created  a  tumult,  in  which  he  lost  his  life. 
Captain  Waters,  who  had  been  sent  out  by  Moore 
to  obtain  intelligence,  chanced  to  arrive  at  Valdes- 
tillos  and  to  hear  of  the  murder  ;  he  purchased  the 
French  dispatch  for  twenty  dollars  :  neither  money 
nor  patriotism  had  hitherto  induced  the  Spaniards 
to  bring  Moore  any  intelligence.*  It  was  now  cer¬ 
tain  that  Burgos  would  be  strongly  protected,  and 
that  Baird’s  line  of  march  would  be  rendered  un¬ 
safe  if  Soult  followed  Berthier’s  instructions  and 
advanced.  On  the  other  hand,  as  the  French  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  ignorant  of  the  British  movements, 
there  was  some  chance  of  surprising  and  beating 
Soult  before  Bonaparte  could  come  to  his  succour. 
Moore  therefore  ordered  Hope  to  pass  the  Douro,  at 
Tordesillas,  and  direct  his  march  upon  Villapando ; 
he  removed  his  head-quarters  to  Toro,  and  fixed 
upon  Valderas  as  the  point  of  junction  with  Baird’s 
division,  the  head  of  which  was  now  at  Benevente. 
On  the  16th,  being  at  Toro,  Moore  received  two 
letters,  one  from  the  fugitive  central  junta,  who  by 
this  time  had  fled  from  Badajoz  to  Truxillo,  and 
the  other  from  Mr.  Frere,  who  had  accompanied 
them  in  their  flight,  and  who  was  still  giving  im¬ 
plicit  faith  to  their  sanguine  and  extravagant  or 
treacherous  reports.  [Other  persons  suspected  that 
several  members  of  the  junta  were  in  the  French 
interest;  but  our  ambassador  never  seems  to  have 
suspected  any  thing,  except  the  zeal,  the  skill,  and 
firmness  of  our  general.]  The  letter  from  the  junta 
impudently  complained  that,  when  Romana  pro¬ 
posed  to  unite  14,000  picked  men  to  the  British 
army,  with  a  view  to  a  forward  movement,  his  offer 
had  been  disregarded,  and  a  retreat  determined 
upon,  in  spite  of  his  remonstrances  ;  that  this  re¬ 
treat  was  uncalled  for,  “  as  the  enemy  was  never 
so  near  his  ruin  as  at  that  moment,”  &c.  The 
junta  still  urged  Sir  John  to  join  Romana,  with  his 
14,000  select  men,  assuring  him  that  30,000  re¬ 
cruits  would  be  added  to  the  ranks  in  the  course 
of — a  month.  Mr.  Frere’s  letter  bitterly  censured 
Sir  John  for  having  ever  thought  of  a  retreat,  told 
him  that  he  had  done  the  utmost  ])ossible  mischief 
to  the  Spanish  cause,  and  that  “i/pon  a  sti})poscd 
militarij  necessity”  he  was  inflicting  final  ruin 
on  our  ally,  and  indelible  disgrace  on  his  own 
country!  Nowq  rlt  this  moment,  Mr.  Frere,  safe 
and  far  away  at  Truxillo,  knew  absolutely  nothing 
about  the  state  of  Rornana’s  army,  or  the  intentions 
of  that  general,  or  the  force  and  movements  of  the 
French  corps  that  were  gathering  round  Moore; 
and  he  afterwards  acknowledged  that  the  Spanish 
enthusiasm  was  extinguished,  and  that  a  general 
panic  was  commencing  at  the  very  moment  he  was 
writing  this  offensive  e[)istte.  Romana,  with  a  few 
thousand  miserable  soldiers,  was  at  this  time  reti¬ 
ring  into  Galicia,  although  he  was  fully  aware  of 
the  advance  wliich  Moore  had  made,  and  had  en¬ 
gaged  to  support  him.  Thus  the  only  Spanish  force 
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on  foot  in  the  north  w'as  retreating,  while  the  Bri¬ 
tish  were  advancing.  On  the  18ih,  Moore  carried 
his  head-quarters  forward  to  Castro  Nuevo,  whence 
he  wrote  to  Romana,  acquainting  him  with  his 
intention  to  fall  upon  Soult,  and  desiring  his  co¬ 
operation  :  he  also  requested  that  the  marques,  ac¬ 
cording  to  his  own  plan  which  had  been  presented 
to  the  British  minister  in  London,  would  reserve 
the  Asturias  for  his  own  line,  and  leave  Galicia 
to  the  British.  Romana  halted,  and  was  dis¬ 
posed  to  do  his  duty  with  spirit ;  but  his  military 
genius*  was  as  limited  as  were  the  means  at  his  com¬ 
mand  :  his  soldiers  had  been  defrauded  of  their  pay 
— of  the  money  sent  out  by  England — by  the  profli¬ 
gate  Asturian  authorities,  and  were  hungry,  half 
naked,  and  ready  at  every  moment  to  desert.  The 
British  eontinued  in  full  march.  On  the  t?0th  of  De¬ 
cember  the  whole  of  the  forces  of  hloore,  Baird,  and 
Hope  were  united  at  and  near  Mayorga.  Nominally 
the  army  was  nearly  35,000  strong;  but  four  regi¬ 
ments  were  still  in  Portugal,  and  three  regiments  had 
been  left  at  Lugo  and  Astorga;  nearly  1700  men 
were  detached,  and  about  4000  were  in  hospital : 
hence  the  actual  number  at  present  at  Mayorga 
was  only  about  23,580  men  with  60  pieces  of 
artillery.  In  their  advance  the  cavalry  had  scoured 
the  country  on  the  side  of  Valladolid,  and  had  taken 
a  number  of  prisoners  from  the  French,  who  could 
be  no  longer  ignorant  of  Moore’s  movements.  At 
Mayorga  information  was  obtained  that  about  70U 
French  cavalry  were  lying  in  the  town  of  Sahagun. 
To  surprise  this  corps,  Lord  Paget  (now  Marquess  of 
Anglesey)  marched  all  night  with  two  regiments  of 
hussars.  The  surprise  failed,  but  the  attack  never¬ 
theless  succeeded ;  the  French  were  charged  and 
broken,  many  were  sabred,  157  were  taken  pri¬ 
soners,  and  the  rest,  whose  horses  were  fresh  while 
the  English  horses  were  jaded,  escaped  by  flight. 
This  feat  was  performed  by  the  15th,  who  had  only 
400  men,  for  the  10th  hussars  were  not  in  sight 
when  Paget  made  his  brilliant  charge.  The  Eng¬ 
lish  infimtry  soon  advanced,  and  Sahagun  became 
head-quarters.  Romana  remained  behind  at  Man- 
cilia,  writing  encouraging  letters,  yet  showing  very 
plainly  that  no  assistance  was  to  be  expected  from 
him.  The  whole  British  army  was,  however,  on 
fire  for  a  general  battle ;  and  Moore  entertained 
sanguine  hopes  that  he  might  still  have  time  to 
strike  a  decisive  blow  at  Soult,  who  was  at  a  short 
distance,  posted  behind  the  river  Carion,  with  from 
16,000  to  18,000  men,  and  with  some  other  corps 
not  far  off  in  his  rear.  But,  having  outmarched  their 
supplies,  the  English  troops  were  obliged  to  halt  at 
Sahagun  until  the  23rd.  On  that  day  Romana  gave 
notice  that  the  Erench  were  in  full  march  from  the 
side  of  Madrid ;  and  in  the  night  of  the  23rd,  when 
the  English  troops  were  actually  in  march  for  the 
Carion,  with  the  intention  of  forcing  the  bridge 
over  that  river  and  falling  upon  Soult,  Moore  re¬ 
ceived  certain  reports,  from  his  own  confidential 

*  I^ord  Wellington  said,  in  1809,  that,  lliougli  Uomana  was  one  of 
t1»e  best  of  tlie  Spanisb  generals,  he  much  doubted  of  his  ability  to 
command  an  army. — Dhpatches. 
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agents,  that  the  whole  French  army  was  in  move¬ 
ment  to  concentrate,  and  to  crush  the  British : — the 
fourth  corps  had  been  halted  at  Talavera,  the  fifth 
was  at  Vitoria,  the  eighth  was  fast  closing  up  to 
reinforce  Soult,  and  Bonaparte  in  person  was 
marching  with  his  usual  rapidity  towards  the  Gua- 
darrama,  having  expressed  his  astonishment  at  the 
unexpected  boldness  of  the  British  movement,  and 
having  exclaimed  that  Moore  was  the  only  general 
now  fit  to  contend  with  him.*  The  emperor  of 
the  French  was  aiming  at  the  occupation  of  Bene- 
vente,  in  Moore’s  rear.  No  fewer  than  100,000 
men  were  hurrying  forward  by  four  different  routes  : 
the  conquest  of  the  south  and  every  other  operation 
was  suspended.  It  was  the  mot  not  only  of  Bona¬ 
parte,  but  of  Soult  and  all  his  generals,  that,  if  they' 
could  only  beat  Moore,  there  was  nothing  to  be 
feared  from  any  army  that  existed  in  Spain.  If 
Soult  would  have  waited  to  give  battle  on  the  banks 
of  the  Carion,  Moore  could  have  beaten  him  with 
ease ;  hut  it  was  suspected  (and  the  case  was 
really  so)  that  Soult  had  received  orders  to  fall 
back  on  the  columns  that  were  hastening  to  his 
support,  and  to  draw  Moore  on  towards  Burgos, 
which  would  have  allowed  time  for  the  converging 
corps  of  the  French  to  envelope  him.  In  his  one 
great  object  Sir  John  had  fully  succeeded;  he  had 
tempted  Bonaparte  from  Madrid ;  he  had  gained 
good  breathing  time  for  the  southern  provinces ;  he 
had  caused  the  siege  of  Zaragoza  to  be  delayed  ;  he 
had  gained  for  the  Spaniards  an  opportunity  of 
uniting  in  other  provinces  ;  and  more  he  could  not 
do,  without  risking  the  total  destruction  of  his  army 
and  the  ignominious  fate  of  Dupont.  He  therefore 
immediately  countermanded  the  advance  of  the 
army,  sending  the  baggage,  with  the  brigades  in  his 
rear,  back  towards  Astorga;  and,  to  cover  the  retreat 
and  to  deceive  Soult,  he  remained  a  whole  day  with 
the  reserve,  and  sent  forward  squadrons  of  cavalry 
to  skirmish  with  the  French  outposts.  He  apprized 
Romana  of  his  intentions,  and  requested  him  to 
leave  a  strong  guard  at  the  bridge  of  Mancilla, 
which  spans  the  river  Esla.  The  beginning  of 
the  retreat  was  conducted  with  the  most  perfect 
order ;  and  by  the  2Gth  the  whole  British  army 
was  safely  behind  the  Esla.  On  the  same  day 
Bonaparte  reached  Tordesillas,  on  the  Douro,  fully 
expecting  to  cut  off  Moore’s  retreat  j  but  notwith¬ 
standing  his  amazing  speed  he  found  he  arrived 

•  “  Sir  .tohii  Moore  had  no  friendly  corps  to  protect  his  flanks— no 
reinforcements  to  expect.  lie  commanded  an  army,  brilliant  in  ap¬ 
pearance,  vet  weak  in  numerical  strengtli;  but  upon  that,  and  that 
alone,  was  dependence  to  be  placed  for  the  sucocssful  result  of  a  very 
bold  advance  against  a  superi.>r  enemy  in  his  front,  a  corps  nearly  as 
stron*' as  his  own  upon  his  right  flank,  and  the  whtile  at  my  of  the 
emiteror  unoccupied  and  ready  to  move  against  him.  In  stating  that 
a  superior  force  was  in  front  of  the  Britisli  army,  it  must  not  be  sup¬ 
posed  to  apply  to  the  corps  d’armJe  of  M.arshal  Soult  .alone,  but  to 
inclnile  that  of  the  Duke  of  Abrantes  (JunotJ),  then  between  \  iioria 
and  liurgos.  .  .  .  The  inarch  upon  the  Carion  would  undoubtedly 

have  compromised  the  safety  of  our  army.  Not  only  the  most  pro¬ 
bable,  but  the  most  to  be  desired,  result  of  that  movement,  namely, 
the  defeat  of  Marshal  Soult,  would  but  have  added  to  its  dangers  and 
dilTiculties.  Had  Marshal  Soult  retired  when  assailed  by  tlie  liruish 
force,  it  is  probable  tl.at  its  general,  lieing  I'ct  in  ignorance  of  the  rapid 
movement  making  against  him  from  Madrid,  would  have  advanced  in 
pursuit,  and  this  must  have  rendered  his  situation  still  more  cruical. 
In  either  case,  the  lime  lost  could  not  fail  to  occasion  the  destruction 
or  capture*  of  our  army. — Lieuienant-colonel  Leith  Hayt  Larnitive 
of  the  Peninsular  IVar, 


twelve  hours  too  late.  Before  getting  across  the 
Esla  some  squadrons  of  French  horse  were  hanging 
on  the  flanks  of  the  English,  and  an  advanced 
corps  of  their  cavalry  occupied  a  hill  near  the  road. 
These  last  were  attacked  by  the  10th  hussars,  who 
put  many  of  them  to  the  sword  and  took  about  100 
prisoners.  During  twelve  successive  days  the  Eng¬ 
lish  cavalry  had  been  engaged  more  or  less ;  they 
had  been  so  well  headed  in  every  affair  or  skirmish 
that  they  had  taken  upwards  of  500  prisoners 
in  all.  The  river  Esla  was  fordable  in  many 
])laces,  there  were  several  bridges  which  the  Spa¬ 
niards  had  neglected  to  destroy,  and  little  confi¬ 
dence  could  he  placed  upon  Romana’s  people,  who 
had  undertaken  to  defend  the  bridge  at  Mancilla. 
Brigadier-general  Craufurd  blew  up  one  of  the 
bridges  at  Castro  Gonzalo,  one  half  of  his  men 
working  amidst  torrents  of  rain  and  snow,  and  the 
other  half  keeping  the  enemy  at  bay,  for  some  of 
the  cavalry  of  the  French  imperial  guard  had  col¬ 
lected  on  the  heights  on  the  opposite  bank.  Behind 
Mancilla  stood  the  town  of  Leon,  inclosed  with 
walls  and  capable  of  considerable  resistance.  Leav¬ 
ing  3,000  of  his  men,  with  four  pieces  of  artillery, 
to  defend  or  destroy  the  bridge,  Romana  undertook 
to  hold  Leon  with  the  rest  of  his  forces,  and  with 
a  rabble  that  had  gathered  round  him.  A  few 
French  light  horse  drove  the  Spaniards  from  the 
bridge,  captured  their  guns,  and  chased  them  to¬ 
wards  Leon.  By  this  easy  means  Soult,  whose 
single  corps  now  exceeded  the  British  army  in 
number,  got  possession  of  an  important  road  and 
advanced  rapidly ;  and  then  Romana  abandoned 
Leon  without  firing  a  musket,  and  fled  with  his 
dissolving  forces  to  the  north.  Moore  had  gained 
two  days’  rest  at  Beuevente,  hut,  as  he  had  not  the 
means  of  removing  them,  he  was  obliged  to  destroy 
most  of  his  stores.*  On  the  29th  the  mass  of  the 
Britisli  gained  Astorga,  the  cavalry  remaining  be¬ 
hind  at  Benevente,  with  piquets  watching  the  fords 
of  the  Esla.  General  Lefebvre  Desnouettes  dashed 
across  the  river,  with  600  horse  of  the  imperial 
guard.  Our  piquets  retired  fighting,  and  Brigadier- 
general  the  Hon.  C.  Stewart  obstinately  disputed  the 
ground  ;  but  the  French  kept  advancing  across  the 
plain,  which  was  then  covered  with  stragglers,  bag¬ 
gage  waggons,  and  camp  followers.  Benevente 
was  filled  with  tumult  and  confusion ;  but  Lord 
Paget  mounted  the  10th  hussars  at  the  edge  of  the 
town,  rallied  and  collected  the  piquets  and  the  3rd 
German  hussars,  and  made  a  charge  with  the  whole. 
In  an  instant  the  scene  changed;  the  French  were 
galloping  back  towards  the  river,  with  the  British 
and  Lord  Paget  close  at  their  heels.  Lefebvre 
Desnouettes  vas  wounded  and  made  prisoner; 

*  “The  array  was  anil  had  been  from  the  first  without  sufficient 
means  of  transport ;  tlie  general  had  no  money  to  procure  it,  and  the 
ill-will  of  the  Spaniards,  .and  Iheshnifiing  conductor  the  juntas,  added 
infinitely  to  their  difficulties.’'— iVapitr. 

Some  money  had  been  sent  to  Moore  since  his  advance,  but  not 
enough.  He  was  obliged  to  contract  debts  with  the  Spaniards,  who 
were  not  fond  of  giving  credit,  and  who  forgot,  all  along,  lliat  Moore 
w  as  fighting  their  liattle.  This  credit  system  had  a  very  pernicious 
effect  not  only  on  Sir  .lohn’s  campaign,  but  also  on  the  first  campaign 
of  Sir  A.  Wellesley  in  Spain.  Sir  Arthur,  however,  in  the  course  of 
1809,  contrived  to  pay  ofl'all  these  debts. 
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other  officers  were  captured ;  aud  nearly  200  men 
were  killed,  wounded,  or  taken.  The  British  loss 
amounted  to  50  men.  Lord  Paget  maintained  his 
post  till  the  evening  of  the  29th,  and  then  took  the 
road  to  Astorga.  On  the  morning  of  the  30th, 
IMarshal  Bessieres  crossed  the  Esla  with  9000  horse 
and  followed  Paget,  and  on  the  same  day  General 
Franceschi,  who  had  crossed  at  the  bridge  of  Man- 
cilla,  followed  Moore  by  another  road.  While  he  was 
at  Astorga,  or  before  he  got  there,  about  5,000  men 
of  Romana’s  flying  army  (the  only  troops  that 
ever  appeared  to  co-operate)  rushed  into  the  town, 
and  began  to  appropriate  the  provisions  and  stores 
which  had  been  collected  for  the  use  of  the  British. 
The  Spaniards  had  encumbered  the  road  with  carts 
and  mules,  they  took  possession  of  the  houses,  and 
when  the  English  soldiers  went  to  seek  lodgings, 
quarrels  and  scuffles  ensued.  Nor  was  this  the 
worst  consequence  of  the  contact  of  the  two  allied 
forces  :  the  Spaniards  were  afflicted  with  the  typhus 
fever,  and  they  communicated  it  to  the  English. 
Sir  John  had  earnestly  solicited  the  marques  to 
leave  this  road  vacant,  and  to  retire  into  the  Astu¬ 
rias,  where,  by  lying  on  the  flank  or  rear  of  the 
advancing  French  army,  he  might  have  retarded  its 
progress;  but  the  Spaniard  had  preferred  crossing 
Moore’s  line  of  march,  and  by  so  doing  he  did  the 
British  army  far  more  injury  than  tlie  pursuing 
French  could  do  it.  From  this  moment  the  disci¬ 
pline  of  Moore’s  people  was  seriously  affected.  In 
the  terrible  disorder  which  prevailed,  the  English 
soldiers  helped  themselves,  as  best  they  could,  to 
provisions,  and  to  spirits  and  wine.  No  orders  were 
observed  ;  and  when  Moore  resumed  his  retreat  he 
was  obliged  to  leave  such  of  the  stores  as  had  not 
been  seized  and  wasted  behind  him.  Having  done 
all  the  mischief  he  could,  Romana  retired  with  his 
cavalry  and  some  guns  to  the  valley  of  the  Minho, 
leaving  his  ragged  infantry  and  the  rest  of  his  artil¬ 
lery  to  follow  their  own  instinct.  Some  of  these 
poor  Spaniards  mixed  with  the  British  army,  spread¬ 
ing  still  more  the  vermin  and  the  disease  with  which 
they  were  infected;  but  the  greater  part  of  them 
either  disbanded,  or  were  taken  by  the  French. 
On  the  28Lh  of  December  Bonaparte  had  slept  at 
Villapando,  only  four  leagues  from  Benevente.  On 
the  1st  of  January  he  took  possession  of  Astorga, 
where  10,000  French  infantry,  10,000  cavalry,  and 
200  ])ieces  of  artillery  were  now  united. 

A.  1).  1809.  From  the  heights  behind  Astorga 
the  Emperor  of  the  French  could  discover  the 
now  confused  rear  of  the  retreating  English 
army;  but  he  was  exceedingly  wroth  tliat  Moore, 
by  his  rapid  movements,  should  have  escaped  him, 
and  circumstances  had  arisen  in  a  distant  part  of 
the  world  which  prevented  his  enjoying  the  satis¬ 
faction  of  ]mrsuing  the  most  cordially  hated  of  all 
his  enemies.  Dispatches  arrived  from  Paris  and 
from  other  places,  which  left  no  doubt  as  to  the 
intention  of  Austria  to  take  the  field  against  him  ; 
and  therefore,  on  the  2nd,  entrusting  the  pursuit  of 
Moore  to  Soult,  he  turned  away  from  Benevente 
to  Valladolid,  whence  he  travelled  with  almost  in- 
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credible  speed  to  his  own  capital,  cursing  all  the 
way  the  efficiency  of  English  policy,  alliances,  and 
subsidies,  to  which  solely  he  attributed  the  war  with 
which  he  was  novv  threatened  in  Germany  and 
Italy.*  But  even  after  his  emperor’s  departure 
Soult  had  60,000  men  and  91  guns  to  put  in  the 
track  of  Moore;  and  he  lost  no  time  in  precipi¬ 
tating  these  masses  through  Galicia.  His  cavalrv 
Avas  very  soon  close  upon  the  British  rear  ;  and 
the  whole  of  that  army,  from  excessive  privation 
and  suffering,  from  the  murmurs  and  misconduct 
of  many  of  the  officers,  and  from  the  despondency 
generally  induced  by  such  a  retreat,  was  becoming 
every  day  more  and  more  demoralized.  They  had 
hardly  any  provisions  with  them,  they  could  obtain 
little  or  nothing,  except  sour  wdne,  in  tliat  famine- 
stricken  country ;  the  roads  Avere  Avretched,  and 
covered  with  deep  snow ;  -when  it  did  not  snoAv  it 
rained  in  torrents  ;  the  cold  on  the  mountains  Avas 
intense;  and  many  of  the  sick,  and  many  of  the 
Avomen  and  children  who  had  been  allowed  to  fol¬ 
low  the  army  in  spite  of  Sir  John’s  orders,  lay 
down  by  the  road-side  and  died.  Some  disgrace¬ 
ful  occurrences  took  place  at  Bembibre,  Avhere 
there  Avere  immense  AA'ine-cellars  ;  and  similar  ex¬ 
cesses  Avere  committed  in  Villa  Franca.  Yet, 
Avherever  or  Avhenever  the  French  came  up  to  fight, 
the  English  formed  in  good  order  and  beat  them 
off  The  French  general  Colbert  Avas  shot  through 
the  heart  in  one  of  these  encounters,  and  of  the  six 
or  eight  squadrons  of  horse  that  accompanied  him 
the  greater  number  were  killed  on  the  spot.  In 
front  of  Lugo  another  desperate  contest  took  place, 
Avhich  ended  in  General  the  Hon.  Sir  E.  Paget’s  re¬ 
pulsing  a  greatly  superior  force.  This  was  on  the  5th 
of  January.  On  the  7th,  Sir  John  Moore  announced 
his  intention  of  halting  and  offering  battle  to  his  pur¬ 
suer.  “  It  has  been  well  said,”  says  our  military  his¬ 
torian,  “  that  a  British  army  may  be  gleaned  in  a 
retreat,  but  cannot  be  reaped;  whatever  may  be 
their  misery,  the  soldiers  Avill  always  be  found 
clean  at  revicAV,  ready  at  a  fight;  and  scarcely  Avas 
this  order  issued  w’hen  the  line  of  battle,  so  atten¬ 
uated  before,  Avas  filled  Avith  vigorous  men,  full  of 
confidence  and  valour. ”f  Moore’s  positions  Avere 
Avell  chosen,  and  the  country  was  rugged  and  moun¬ 
tainous.  Soult  formed  in  order  of  battle  along  a 
ridge  fronting  the  English ;  but  from  the  nature 
of  the  ground  he  could  not  discover  Moore’s  force, 
and,  taking  it  merely  for  a  rear-guard,  he  altackecl 
rather  feebly,  and  Avas  defeated  Avith  the  loss  of 
400  or  500  men.  But  the  French  marshal  noAv 
called  up  the  division  of  Laborde;  and  at  dav- 
break  on  the  folloAving  morning,  he  confronted 
the  English  general,  Avho  had  about  16,000  foot, 
1800  horse,  and  40  pieces  of  artillery,  Avith 
17,000  foot,  4000  horse,  and  50  pieces  of  artillery. 
But,  even  Avith  this  superiority  of  force,  Soult  pre- 

*  It  has  been  siisfoctorl  lh;it  other  causes,  besides  the  attitude  of 
the  Au.striaii  emperor,  contributefl  to  Bonajiarte’.s  liasty  di'paituve 
from  his  army  in  Spain;  luU  on  lids  heat!  we  can  fbid  nothin;;  but 
conjecture,  and  the  one  great  cause  assigned  in  the  text  appears 
sunudent  to  account  for  his  return  to  Paris. 

t  Colonel  Napier. 
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ferred  waiting  for  the  junction  of  Marshal  Ney 
to  giving  battle;  and  the  French  remained  in  line 
all  day  without  firing  a  shot.  It  could  not  be  ex¬ 
pected  that  Moore  should  move  to  attack  Soult, 
who  might  be  reinforced  at  every  moment,  and  it 
would  have  been  madness  to  wait  where  he  was  : 
therefore  Moore  decamped  in  the  night,  leaving 
his  fires  burning  to  deceive  the  French,  and  con¬ 
tinued  his  retreat  towards  the  coast  and  the  port  of 
Coruna.  He  had  only  been  able  to  collect  at  Lugo 
bread  for  one  day’s  consumption  ;  the  weather  was 
worse  than  ever,  and  the  disorganization  of  the 
army  became  more  complete.  At  last,  on  the  13th 
of  January,  Moore  got  sight  of  the  sea  and  of 
Coruna;  but  his  evil  star  was  still  predominant; 
a  fleet  of  transports,  in  which  Ins  army  could  have 
been  quickly  embarked  in  safety,  was  not  there, 
but  detained  by  contrary  winds  at  Vigo,  and  there 
were  only  a  few  small  vessels  in  the  harbour.  Fie, 
however,  pressed  forward  to  the  town  and  put  his 
■wearied  troops  into  quarters.  The  town  of  Coruna 
was  weakly  fortified,  and  commanded  on  one  side 
by  some  heights.  Some  general  officers  thought 
that  even  now  the  campaign  must  end  in  a  conven¬ 
tion.  But  such  thoughts  were  far  from  the  mind 
of  Moore,  who  strengthened  the  weak  side  of  the 
town,  occupied  the  citadel,  put  the  worst  of  his  sick 
on  board  the  few  vessels  in  the  harbour,  and  made 
the  best  dispositions  to  fight  the  French  and  secure 
his  embarkation  by  a  general  action.  In  the  whole 
campaign  he  had  had  most  ample  reason  to  com¬ 
plain  of  the  inertness  and  stupidity — or  worse — of 
the  Spanish  authorities  ;  and  he  now  found  around 
him  abundant  materials  for  increasing  this  vexa¬ 
tion.  He  had  seen  Romana’s  rabble  rout  without 
arms,  without  ammunition,  without  clothes ;  the 
other  Spanish  armies  he  had  not  seen,  because  they 
had  made  themselves  invisible,  but  from  the  best 
information  he  had  received,  and  from  their  noto¬ 
rious  disasters,  he  could  not  but  conclude  that  they 
were  in  as  bad  case  as  the  so-called  armv  of  the 
marques  ;  yet  here,  absurdly  exposed  on  a  hill  out¬ 
side  of  the  town  of  Coruna,  were  4000  barrels  of 
gunpowder,  which  had  been  brought  from  Eng¬ 
land  many  months  before,  and  in  the  town  there 
was  a  lai'ge  magazine  of  English  arms — arms  and 
powder  having  been  uselessly  kept  in  store,  while 
the  forces  in  the  field  were  flving  like  rags  in 
the  wind  for  want  of  them.  To  save  this  immense 
stock  of  ammunition  from  Soult,  Sir  John  removed 
as  many  barrels  into  the  town  as  he  could,  and 
blew  up  all  the  rest.  The  explosion  was  so  tre¬ 
mendous  that  Coruna  was  shaken  as  by  an  earth¬ 
quake.  In  the  evening  of  the  14th,  the  transports 
from  Vigo  hove  in  sight ;  but  it  was  now  impos¬ 
sible  to  think  of  embarking  without  fighting  a  battle, 
or  abandoning  a  great  portion  of  the  army  as  a 
rear-guard,  for  Soult  was  crowning  the  hills,  and 
his  light  troops  were  skirmishing  close  outside  the 
town.  In  the  course  of  the  night  and  following  morn¬ 
ing,  the  remainder  of  the  sick,  the  dismounted  ca¬ 
valry,  the  best  of  the  horses,  and  fifty-two  pieces  of 
artiller}',  were  safely  embarked,  Moore  retaining  on 
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shore  only  eight  English  and  four  Spanish  guns 
for  action.*  On  the  morning  of  the  1.5th,  the 
I’rench  advanced  to  the  height  where  the  great 
powder-magazine  had  been  blown  up;  and  our 
rifle  corps  skirmished  with  their  light  troops.  In 
the  evening  Colonel  Mackenzie  of  the  5ih,  com¬ 
manding  the  advanced  post  on  the  left,  made  a 
gallant  rush  to  surprise  two  of  the  enemy’s  cannon  ; 
but  in  crossing  a  field  he  was  shot,  and  the  attack 
failed.  In  the  course  of  the  day.  Sir  John  had  the 
satisfaction  of  receiving  a  letter  from  Mr.  Frere, 
who  was  no  longer  at  Truxillo,  but  much  farther 
away,  at  Seville.  The  ambassador  informed  the 
general  that,  upon  learning  his  advance  ujjon  the 
Carion,  which  was  sure  to  draw  upon  him  the 
mass  of  the  French  forces,  he  had  written  to  the 
Duke  of  Infantado,  A^ho  was  at  Cuenqa  with  a 
Spanish  force  said  to  be  superior  to  that  which 
the  French  had  left  in  Madrid,  urging  him,  in  the 
most  pressing  manner,  to  make  a  forward  move¬ 
ment  upon  that  capital,  which  movement  might 
have  had  the  effect  of  relieving  the  British  army 
by  recalling  to  Madrid  some  of  the  corps  that  were 
pressing  against  it.  But  Frere  did  not  wnite  this 
letter  until  the  2nd  of  January,  when  Bonaparte 
was  beyond  the  Esla,  and  close  on  Moore’s  rear  with 
80,000  men,  and  200  pieces  of  artillery ;  and  when 
he  had  written  the  letter  he  left  it  Avith  the  junta, 
who  apparently  did  nothing  with  it — an  omission 
of  the  less  consequence,  as  the  army  of  the  Duke  of 
Infantado  Avas  little  more  than  an  army  upon  paper, 
and  as  the  Duke  neither  Avould  nor  could  have 
marched  upon  Madrid.  French  officers  said  that 
a  third  part  of  the  garrison  left  in  the  capital  Avould 
have  been  more  than  sufficient  to  scatter  the  force 
of  the  Spanish  duke,  if,  at  any  time,  he  had  ven¬ 
tured  near  enough  to  be  attacked. 

During  the  night  of  the  15th  of  .January,  Soult, 
with  great  difficulty,  established  a  battery  of  eleven 
heavy  guns  on  some  rocks  Avhich  closed  die  left  of 
the  line  he  had  selected  for  battle.  This  great  bat¬ 
tery  was  not  above  1200  yards  from  the  right  of 
the  British  line,  and  midAvay  the  little  village  of 
Elvina  was  held  by  some  of  our  piquets.  On  the 
morning  of  the  16th  the  French  were  apparently 
quiet;  no  firing  Avas  heard  ;  and  Moore  completed 
his  preparations  for  embarking  his  army.  About 
one  o’clock  in  the  afternoon  the  English  general 
mounted  his  horse  in  good  spirits,  and  set  oft’ to 
visit  his  outposts ;  he  had  not  proceeded  far  ere  he 
received  a  report  from  General  Hope  that  the 
enemy’s  line  were  getting  under  arms.  Fie  ex¬ 
pressed  the  highest  satisfaction  at  this  intelligence, 
only  regretting  that  there  would  not  be  daylight 
enough  to  profit  fully  from  the  advantages  he  an¬ 
ticipated  ;  and,  striking  spurs  into  his  horse,  he 
galloped  to  the  field.  His  advanced  piquets  were 
already  beginning  to  fire  at  the  enemy’s  light 

*  Many  of  tlie  horses  liad  peiished  on  the  road,  and  many  moip  on 
arrlviu"  at  Coruna  were  completely  foundered ;  these  last  were  re¬ 
luctantly  ordered  to  he  shot. 

The  ^^round  in  front  of  Corufia,  where  tlie  battle  mnst  he  fought, 
was  impracticable  for  cavalry,  and  did  not  allow'  Sir  John  to  make 
any  great  use  of  artillery. 
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Corunna. 


troops,  who  were  pouring  rapidly  down  on  the 
right  wing  of  the  British.  Our  army  was  drawn 
up  in  the  order  of  battle  Moore  had  planned  three 
days  before,  when  he  first  arrived  at  Coruna,  and 
examined  the  ground  :  it  was  14,500  strong — all 
foot  soldiers,  and  all  full  of  ardour  :  cavalry  there 
was  none.  The  force  of  Soult  exceeded  20,000 
men ;  and  he  had  some  cavalry  which,  however, 
was  not  of  much  use  in  the  actual  battle.  The 
only  advantage  on  the  side  of  the  British,  except 
their  native  spirit,  was  this — they  had  exchanged 
their  battered  muskets  for  new  English  muskets 
found  in  deposit  at  Coruna,  and  their  ammunition 
was  fresh  and  good.  Distributing  his  lighter  guns 
along  the  front  of  his  position,  and  opening  a  fire 
from  the  heavy  battery  on  his  left,  Soult,  at  about 
two  o’clock,  descended  from  the  hills  with  three 
columns  covered  by  clouds  of  skirmishers.  Moore’s 
piquets  were  driven  backhand  the  village  of  Elvina 
w’as  carried  by  the  first  French  column,  which  then 
made  a  side  movement,  and  fell  upon  Moore’s 
right  wing  which  was  formed  by  Sir  David  Baird’s 
division.  The  French  second  column  advanced 
against  the  English  centre,  and  the  third  attacked 
the  English  left  which  was  under  the  command  of 
Hope,  and  posted  by  the  village  of  Palavia 
4baxo.  The  weight  of  Soult’s  guns  overmatched 
the  English  six-pounders,  and  his  shot  swept  the 
position  to  the  centre.  But  Moore  called  up  Ge¬ 
neral  the  lion.  Sir  E.  Paget  with  the  whole  of  his 
reserve,  and  sent  him  to  turn  the  left  of  the  first 
French  column,  which  was  outflanking  Baird’s  right, 
and  menace  the  great  French  battery  on  the  hills. 
General  Fraser’s  division,  which  had  been  left  im¬ 
mediately  before  the  gates  of  Coruna,  was  then 
ordered  np  to  support  i’aget.  The  regiment  forming 
the  right  of  Baird’s  division  was  thrown  back, 
and  then  Moore  opened  a  heavy  fire  upon  the  flank 


of  a  part  of  Soult’s  first  column  that  were  ad¬ 
vancing  in  a  valley,  and  met  those  that  were  break¬ 
ing  through  Elvina  with  a  deadly  fire  in  front  from 
the  50th  and  42nd  regiments.  The  French  were 
driven  back  with  great  loss;  they  attempted  to 
make  a  stand  in  the  village,  but  they  were  followed 
by  the  50th,  and  were  soon  driven  beyond  Elvina. 
Being  reinforced  beyond  the  village,  and,  through  a 
mistake  committed  by  the  42nd,  being  followed 
only  by  the  50th,  the  French  renewed  the  fight, 
and  drove  the  English  regiment,  whose  command¬ 
ing  officer  was  wounded  and  taken  prisoner,  back 
to  Elvina.*  Sir  John  Moore  rode  up  to  the  42nd 
with  “  Flighlanders,  remember  Egypt !  ”  At 
these  words  the  42nd  rushed  forward,  driving  the 
French  before  them,  till  they  were  stopped  by  a  stone 
wall.  In  the  meanwhile  General  Paget,  with  the  re¬ 
serve,  had  checked  the  advance  of  the  French  on 
the  British  right,  and  a  furious  action  had  ensued 
on  the  left,  and  all  along  the  line  in  the  valley  and 
on  the  hills;  and  this  action  seemed  everywhere 
favourable  to  the  British.  Early  in  the  fight  Sir 
David  Baird  had  his  arm  shattered  with  grape  shot, 
and  was  forced  to  quit  the  field.  The  French 
having  brought  up  reserves,  and  having  made  a 
concentrated  attack  at  Elvina,  where  Sir  John  was 
cheering  on  his  men,  the  battle  raged  fiercely,  par¬ 
ticularly  at  this  last  point,  which  the  English 

•  The  commanding  ofilcer  of  the  50t)i  ^Yas  Major  Charles  Na]>icr, 
(tlie  pfcscnt  Genoial  Sir  Cliarlcs,  «ho  has  recontU  distinguiUied 
himself  so  highly  ia  Intlia),  eldest  brother  of  the  military  histt)- 
rian  of  the  '  IVninsular  War.’  lie  was  hurt  in  tlie  leg,  and  re- 
o^iived  five  other  wounds  before  he  was  taken.  lie  owed  lii.s  life  to 
the  humanity  of  a  French  drummer,  ^^ho  vreveiited  Sume  savage 
soldiers  from  rini>hing  liini  with  their  bayonets,  or  the  butt  end  of 
tl'.eir  muskets,  as  he  lay  helpless  on  tlie  grounch 

Major  Stanhope,  v ho  accompanied  Major  Napier  in  his  advance, 
received  a  morhil  wound.  The  honouralilc  major  was  second  son  to 
Karl  Stanhope,  and  ne])hew  to  the  late  Mr.  I’ilt.  As  lie  and  Napier 
were  advancing,  Moore,  who  had  recommende<l  tlumi  hotli  for  the 
military  rank  tiiey  held,  was  heard  to  cry  out  emhusiastically,  “  Well 
done,  my  majors !  Well  done  the  OOtli  I  ” 
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general  was  determined  to  maintain  at  all  hazards. 
He  had  sent  Captain  Hardinge  (at  present  General 
Sir  Henry  Hardinge)  to  order  up  the  guards  to 
support  the  42nd  highlanders.  Captain  Hardinge 
had  just  returned,  and  was  reporting  to  his  general 
that  the  guards  were  coming  quickly,  when  Sir 
John  was  struck  on  the  shoulder  and  left  breast  by 
a  cannon  ball.  He  fell  from  his  horse,  and  was 
believed  to  be  dead ,  but  before  Hardinge  could 
dismount  he  had  half  raised  himself,  and  with  a 
steadfast  eye  and  unchanged  countenance,  was 
looking  after  the  42nd  and  the  other  troops  en¬ 
gaged  in  his  front.  He  grasped  the  hand  of 
Hardinge,  and,  when  that  gallant  and  grieving 
officer  said  “  They  are  advancing,”  his  countenance 
lighted  up.  Colonel  Graham  now'  came  to  the 
spot,  and,  from  the  composure  of  the  general’s  fea¬ 
tures,  imagined  that  he  was  not  much  hurt,  until 
he  saw'  blood  w'elling  from  his  wound.  Shocked 
at  the  sight,  Graham  galloped  off  in  search  of  sur¬ 
geons.  The  hero  would  not  allow  himself  to  be 
removed  to  the  rear  until  he  saw  that  his  brave 
highlanders  had  gained  ground  far  in  front. 
Hardinge  tried  in  vain  to  stop  the  effusion  of  blood 
with  his  sash  ;  then,  by  the  help  of  some  high¬ 
landers  and  some  guardsmen,  he  placed  the  general 
upon  a  blanket.  In  being  lifted  his  sword  got  en¬ 
tangled,  and  the  hilt  pressed  against  the  wound  : 
Hardinge  would  have  unbuckled  the  belt,  and  have 
taken  it  off ;  but  the  dying  soldier  said,  “It  is  as 
well  as  it  is.  I  had  rather  it  should  go  out  of  the 
field  with  me.”  Hardinge  again  began  to  hope, 
and  to  say  that  he  hoped,  the  wound  would  not 
prove  mortal.  “  No,  Hardinge,”  said  Moore,  “  I 
feel  that  to  be  impossible.  You  need  not  go  with 
me ;  report  to  General  Hope  that  I  am  wounded, 
and  carried  to  the  rear.”  *  He  was  then  raised 
from  the  ground  by  a  highland  sergeant  and  three 
highland  soldiers,  who  slowly  and  tenderly  con¬ 
veyed  him  towards  Coruna.  The  grieved  affec¬ 
tionate  highlanders  had  not  carried  him  far  when 
two  surgeons  came  running  to  his  aid.  They  had 
been  employed  in  dressing  the  shattered  arm  of 
Baird ;  who,  upoir  hearing  of  his  disaster,  had 
ordered  them  to  leave  him,  and  hasten  to  help 
Moore.  But  Moore,  who  was  now  bleeding  fast, 
said  to  the  surgeons,  that  they  could  be  of  no  use 
to  him,  that  they  had  better  go  to  the  w'ounded 
soldiers,  to  whom  they  might  be  useful;  and  he 
ordered  his  bearers  to  move  on.  But  as  his  bearers 
proceeded,  he  repeatedly  made  them  halt  and  turn 
round  in  order  that  he  might  view  the  battle,  and 
listen  to  the  firing,  the  fainter  sound  of  which  was 
now  indicating  that  the  French  were  retiring.  A 
spring  waggon,  bearing  Colonel  Wynch,  wounded 
from  the  battle,  came  up  with  the  highlanders 
who  were  carrying  Moore.  The  colonel  asked 
who  was  in  the  blanket;  and,  being  told  it  was  Sir 
John  Moore,  he  wished  him  to  be  placed  in  the 
waggon.  The  general  asked  one  of  his  highlanders 
whether  he  thought  that  the  waggon  would  be 
better  than  the  blanket :  the  soldier  answered,  that 

•  Letter  wvitteu  by  Captain  Hardinge  after  the  battle. 


the  blanket  would  not  shake  him  so  much,  as  he 
and  his  comrades  would  keep  the  step,  and  carry 
him  easy.  Sir  John  said  he  thought  so  too  ;  and 
so  they  proceeded  with  him  to  his  lodgings  in 
Coruna,  the  soldiers  shedding  tears  as  they  went. 

In  the  meantime  the  British  army  had  rapidly 
gained  ground  everywhere ;  the  obstinate  contest 
at  Elvina  bad  terminated  in  their  favour ;  Paget 
and  the  reserve  had  completely  beaten  and  driven 
in  their  left  and  had  even  approached  their  great 
battery,  and  Colonel  Nicholls  had  repulsed  and 
pursued  the  French  right.  In  fact  the  whole 
French  line  was  falling  back  in  confusion,  leaving 
the  ground  thickly  strewed  with  their  killed  and 
wounded.  Soult  had  consumed  nearly  all  the 
ammunition  he  had  brought  with  him,  and  must 
have  been  exposed  to  a  still  more  signal  overthrow, 
for  the  river  Mero  in  his  rear  was  filled  by  the 
rising  tide,  and  there  was  only  one  bridge  over  it 
by  which  he  could  retreat ;  but  General  Fraser’s 
division  could  not  be  brought  up  in  time,  and  the 
dark  night  was  now  coming  on.  The  French,  too, 
though  beaten  and  disordered,  were  still  far  more 
numerous  than  the  British,  the  ground  they  occu¬ 
pied  was  exceedingly  strong,  and  it  was  not  known 
how  soon  reinforcements  might  reach  them.  In 
these  circumstances  Sir  John  Hope,  upon  whom 
the  command  devolved,  thought  it  better  to  avail 
himself  of  the  present  disorder  of  Soult,  and  get  his 
own  army  on  board  the  transports  during  the  night. 
And  this  difficult  operation  was  efi’ected  without 
delay  and  without  confusion.  The  piquets,  light¬ 
ing  many  fires,  covered  the  retreat  of  the  columns, 
and,  being  themselves  withdrawn  at  daybreak,  were 
embarked  under  the  protection  of  General  Hill’s 
brigade,  which  was  posted  near  the  ramparts  of  the 
town.  These  arrangements  for  embarkation  had 
all  been  made  by  Moore,  and  they  were  complete 
and  admirable.* 

Before  the  troops  began  to  embark,  their  beloved 
leader  was  dead.  When  the  surgeons  Avaited  upon 
him  in  his  lodgings  they  found  that  his  left 
shoulder  was  shattered  to  pieces  ;  that  the  arm  was 
hanging  by  a  piece  of  skin  ;  that  the  ribs  over  the 
heart  were  broken,  and  the  muscles  of  the  breast 
torn  in  long  strips.  His  pain  was  great,  and  he 
spoke  with  difficulty.  But,  when  Colonel  Ander¬ 
son,  who  had  been  for  one-and-twenty  years  his 
friend  and  companion  in  arms,  entered  the  room, 
he  knew  him  immediately,  though  it  was  almost 
dark,  and,  squeezing  him  by  the  hand,  said — 
“  Anderson,  don’t  leave  me !”  At  intervals  he  said, 
with  difficulty,  but  calmly  and  distinctly — “  Ander¬ 
son,  you  know  that  I  have  always  wished  to  die 
this  way!  —  Anderson,  are  the  French  beaten? 
[This  question  he  put  to  every  one  that  came  in.] 
I  hope  the  people  of  England  will  be  satisfied  !  I 
hope  my  country  will  do  me  justice! — Anderson, 
you  will  see  my  friends  as  soon  as  you  can.  Tell 
them  everything;  say  to  my  mother — [Here  his 

•  Colimel  Napier,  Hist,  of  the  War  in  the  Peninsula. — James 
C.  Moore,  Narrative  of  the  Campaifrn  of  the  British  army  in  .Spain 
commanded  by  Lieutenant  Generat  Sir  John  Moore,  &c.,  and  his  Life 
of  his  Brother. 
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voice  quite  failed  him,  and  he  was,  for  the  first 
time,  excessively  agitated]  Hope,  Mope!  —  I 
have  much  to  say  to  him,  but  cannot  get  it  out. 
Are  Colonel  Graham  and  all  my  aides-de-camp 
Avell?”  They  mercifully  concealed  from  him  that 
Captain  Burrard,  one  of  his  aides-de-camp,  was 
mortally  wounded.  When  Major  Colborne  came 
into  the  room  he  spoke  most  kindly  to  him,  and 

told  Anderson  to  go  to - ,  and  tell  him 

that  it  w'as  his  request  and  expectation  that  he 
would  promote  the  major,  for  he  had  been  long 
with  him,  and  he  knew  him  to  be  most  w'orthy  of 
promotion.  He  then  asked  Alajor  Colborne  if  the 
French  were  well  beaten;  and  on  being  told  that 
they  w'ere,  and  on  every  point,  he  said,  “  It  is  a 
great  satisfaction  for  me  to  know  we  have  beaten 
the  F^rench.  Remember  me  to  General  Paget;  he 
is  a  fine  fellow'  1 — I  feel  myself  so  strong  that  I  fear 
1  shall  be  long  dying  — It  is  great  uneasiness — It  is 
great  pain.”  He  thanked  the  surgeons  for  their 
trouble.  Two  of  his  aides-de-camp.  Captains  Percy 
and  Stanhope,  now'  came  into  the  room,  and,  after 
speaking  kindly  to  both,  he  asked  again  if  all  his 
aides-de-camp  w'ere  well.  After  some  interval  he 
said,  “  Stanhope,  remember  me  to  your  sister.” 
He  then  pressed  Colonel  Anderson’s  hand  to  his 
body,  and  in  a  few  minutes  died  without  a  struggle.f 

Colonel  Anderson  said,  he  had  often  heard  the 
general  declare  that,  if  he  were  killed  in  battle,  he 
should  like  to  be  buried  where  he  had  fallen.  Ge¬ 
neral  Hope  and  Colonel  Graham  acceded  to  this 
suggestion,  and  it  was  determined  that  the  body 
should  be  interred  on  the  ramparts  in  the  old  citadel 
of  Coruna.  At  midnight  the  mortal  remains  were 
carried  to  the  citadel  by  Colonel  Graham,  Major 
Colborne,  and  the  aides-de-camp,  and  deposited  in 
Colonel  Graham’s  quarters.  A  grave  was  dug  by 
a  party  of  the  9th  regiment,  the  aides-de-camp 
attending  by  turns.  No  coffin  could  be  procured, 
as  the  Spaniards  never  use  any ;  so  the  body  was 
never  undressed,  but  wrapped  up  by  the  officers  of 
his  staff  in  blankets  and  a  military  cloak. 

**  No  useless  cofTia  enclosed  his  breast. 

Net  ill  sheet  or  in  shroud  we  wound  him  ; 

Ilut  he  lay  like  a  warrior  takini;  his  rest. 

With  his  martial  cloak  around  him.” 

Towards  eight  o’clock  on  the  morning  of  the  iRh 
some  firing  was  heard  in  the  distance.  The  simple 
funeral  rites  w'ere  then  hastened,  lest  a  serious  attack 
should  he  made,  which  would  oblige  the  officers  to 
(juit  the  body  and  prevent  their  paying  the  last  sad 
duties  to  their  chief.  The  officers  of  his  own  staff 
bore  the  body  to  the  grave,  which  the  soldiers  had 
dug  on  the  rampart :  the  funeral-service  was  read 
by  the  chaplain,  and  then  the  earth  was  thrown  in, 
and  the  grave  closed  by  the  soldiers. 

When  the  morning  dawned,  the  French, discover¬ 
ing  that  the  British  line  had  quitted  its  position, 
pushed  forward  some  battalions  to  the  heights  of 
Santa  Lucia ;  and,  about  noon,  they  got  up  some 

*  Ciiptain  St;\nhopi*  was  younger  brother  to  Major  Stanhope,  wlu) 
bad  fallen  at  Klvina,  beiiig  Karl  Sfanliope’s  tliird  son.  Tin*  sister  to 
Nvb  im  Moore  desired  to  be  remembered,  was  Lady  Hester  SlauliO|>o, 
wIjo  aflerwanls  made  lierself  so  innch  n.jteil  by  her  eccentricities. 

t  .\ccoiiiit  written  by  Colonel  Anderson  the’  rnornini;  allcr  Moore's 
death,  in  Narrative  of  the  Campaign,  S:c.  liy  James  C.  Moore. 
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cannon  to  a  rising  ground  near  the  harbour,  and 
fired  at  the  transports.  Several  timid  masters  of 
transports  cut  their  cables,  and  four  of  these  vessels 
ran  aground  stupidly  ;  but  the  troops  in  the  stranded 
vessels  were  immediately  removed  by  some  men- 
of-war’s  boats,  the  four  transports  were  burned, 
and  the  rest  of  the  fleet  got  out  of  the  harbour 
without  accident.  At  tw'o  o’clock  in  the  after¬ 
noon  General  Hill’s  protecting  brigade  embarked 
under  the  citadel.  Duiing  that  night  and  the  fol¬ 
lowing  morning  General  Beresf'ord,  who  kept 
possession  of  the  citadel,  sent  off  all  the  sick  and 
w'ounded,  whose  condition  admitted  of  their  being 
removed;  and  about  noon  on  the  18th  this  rear¬ 
guard  got  into  the  boats  and  reached  the  fleet  in 
safety.  The  inhabitants  had  undertaken  to  main¬ 
tain  the  town,  but  it  appears  that  the  French  made 
no  effort  to  attack  it,  or  to  interrupt  the  embarka¬ 
tion.  The  enemy  were  no  doubt  kept  in  awe  by 
the  presence  of  some  English  line-of-battle  ships. 
When  all  were  on  board,  the  admiral  made  the 
signal  for  sailing,  and  the  transports,  under  a 
strong  convoy,  sailed  for  England. 

In  the  battle  of  Coruna  the  English  lost  from 
800  to  1000  men,  the  French  from  2000  to  3000. 
When  Marshal  Soult  took  possession  of  Coruna, 
which  he  did  without  any  difficulty  as  soon  as  the 
English  were  gone,  he  behaved  with  much  huma¬ 
nity  to  the  few’  hopeless  w'ounded  and  sick  who 
were  left  behind  ;  and,  in  admiration  of  the  quali¬ 
ties  of  the  soldier  and  the  man,  he  ordered  a  mo¬ 
nument  to  be  erected  to  Sir  John  Moore.  The 
generous  intention  was  nut  executed ;  but  at  a  later 
pieriod  a  monument  was  erected  by  the  Marques 
de  la  Romana  and  Moore’s  own  countrymen. 


Tomb  ok  Siu  John  Moork, 


Chap.  I.] 

Thus  ended  the  retreat  to  Coruna  and  the  first 
campaign  (during  the  present  war,  for  the  exploits 
of  Lord  Peterborough  and  General  Stanhope  in 
Queen  Anne’s  time  must  not  be  forgotten)  of 
the  English  in  Spain.  Some  errors  had  been  com¬ 
mitted  in  the  advance  through  inexperience  in 
campaigning,  through  a  want  of  a  sufficient  num¬ 
ber  of  well-trained  staff  and  regimental  officers, 
and  through  too  great  a  reliance  on  the  reports  of 
ignorant  Portuguese  and  Spaniards,  who  knew 
next  to  nothing  of  their  ow'n  countries,  were  but 
little  acquainted  with  any  districts  beyond  their  na¬ 
tive  ones,  which  they  rarely  left,  and  were  altoge¬ 
ther  incapable  of  judging  what  roads  were  proper 
or  not  for  the  passage  of  an  army  with  artillery  ; 
but  Moore’s  misfortunes  had  chiefly  resulted  from 
the  misinformation  of  Mr.  Frere,  the  rapid  disso¬ 
lution  of  the  Spanish  armies  that  were  to  co-operate 
with  him,  the  apathy  of  the  population  in  the 
northern  provinces,  and  the  panic  which  then 
seemed  to  have  seized  the  Spanish  people  every¬ 
where,  the  badness  of  the  roads  and  of  the  wea¬ 
ther,  and,  though  last,  very  far  from  least,  the 
ignorance  and  inei)titude  of  his  commissariat — 
that  department  which  still  w'anted  an  organiza¬ 
tion  and  an  intellect,  and  which  Wellington  him¬ 
self  could  not  organize  and  render  fully  effective 
until  after  two  or  three  campaigns  in  the  Peninsula. 
Our  greatest  captain  has  said  that  he  could  dis¬ 
cover  only  one  error  in  Moore’s  campaign — his 
not  sufficiently  providing  for  retreat  when  he  ad¬ 
vanced  against  Soult.*  But  it  should  appear 
that  proper  preparations  for  the  retreat  were  or¬ 
dered,  and  that  Moore’s  orders  were  rendered 
fruitless  by  the  mistakes  and  delays  of  those 
intrusted  with  their  execution,  by  the  fatal 
movement  of  Romana’s  people  across  his  line  of 
march,  and  by  the  assault  made  by  those  Spa¬ 
niards  upon  the  stores  and  provisions  collected 
at  Astorga  for  the  use  of  the  British  troops. 
Poets,  review'ers,  and  soldiers  upon  paper — politi¬ 
cians,  who  contend  for  party-purposes — and  mi¬ 
nisters,  who  consider  themselves  bound  to  defend 
their  diplomatic  agent — may  condemn  the  whole 
of  the  campaign  ;  but  it  is  not  the  Duke  of  Wel¬ 
lington  that  will  ever  blame  Sir  John  Moore  for 
not  crossing  the  Carion,  and  for  not  putting  trust 
in  disorderly  fugitive  Spanish  armies.  He  has 
had  too  ample  an  experience  of  those  armies, 
which  were  nearly  always  fighting  when  they 
ought  to  have  been  retreating,  and  flying  when 
they  ought  to  have  been  fighting.  Even  as  late  as 
the  year  1812,  when  time  and  experience,  and  his 
victories  and  example,  might  have  been  expected 
to  have  vastly  improved  the  Spanish  armies,  we 
shall  find  him  comjrelled  to  raise  a  siege  and  make 
a  disastrous  retreat  by  the  blunders,  the  obstinacy, 

•  The  raotlest  words  of  the  "roat  captain  are  these  : — In  Sir  Jidin 
Moore’s  campaign,  I  can  S'‘e  but  one  error  ;  when  lie  advanced  to 
Sahagun  he  should  have  considered  it  as  a  movement  of  retreat,  and 
geut  oITieers  to  ihe  rear  to  mark  and  prepare  the  halting-places  fur 
every  brigade,  lint  this  opinion  1  have  formed  alter  long  experience 
of  ^^ar,  and  especially  of  the  peculiarities  of  a  Spanish  war,  which  must 
have  Iwen  seen  to  be  understood ;  linally,  it  is  an  opinion  formed  after 
the  event.” 
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and  the  want  of  spirit  of  these  Spanish  armies. 
Moore  has  been  bitterly  censured  for  not  relying 
more  on  the  spirit  of  the  Spanish  peasantry ;  but, 
as  far  as  he  went,  he  saw  no  symptoms  of  this 
spirit ;  and  neither  insurgent  peasants,  nor  regular 
Spanish  troops  provided  with  artillery,  had  been 
able  to  defend  the  Somosierra,  the  Guadarrama,  the 
Sierra  Morena,  or  any  one  of  their  truly  formidable 
mountain-passes.  Wherever  the  French  had  pre¬ 
sented  themselves,  there  they  had  cut  their  way 
through  and  had  driven  the  Spaniards  before  them 
like  chaff.  Until  Moore  got  as  far  back  as  As¬ 
torga,  his  flanks  were  always  and  completely 
exposed.  From  Astorga  to  Coruna  the  country 
had  great  natural  strength,  and  the  road,  running 
over,  or  along  the  sides  of  steep  mountains,  offered 
many  excellent  defensive  positions ;  but  there  was 
not  one  of  these  positions  but  might  he  turned  by 
an  enemy  so  numerous,  so  active,  and  intelligent 
as  the  French,  whose  leaders  had  had  great  prac¬ 
tice  in  mountain-warfare  among  Alps,  Apennines, 
and  Pyrenees— mountains  far  more  mighty  than 
those  which  run  through  the  Asturias  and  Ga¬ 
licia.  The  Marques  de  la  Romana,  whose  regu¬ 
lar  army  defended  nothing,  and  was  capable  of 
nothing,  did  indeed  talk  loudly  about  the  capabi¬ 
lity  of  the  armed  peasantry  to  destroy  any  French 
corps  that  might  be  sent,  for  the  purpose  of  turn¬ 
ing  Moore’s  positions,  into  the  dehles  of  those 
mountains.  Mountains  of  nonsense !  The  French 
had  gone  through  defiles  in  Spain  far  more  diffi¬ 
cult,  and  guarded  by  a  more  numerous  population 
and  by  regular  Spanish  troops.  The  various 
roads  that  led  up  the  mountains  to  Moore’s  flank, 
or  to  his  rear,  have  been  described  as  mere  paths, 
practicable  only  to  goatherds  and  their  goats ;  hut 
this  is  poetry  rather  than  fact,  and  where  goat¬ 
herds  can  pass  infantry  can  pass,  and  where 
infantry  can  pass  artillery  and  stores  can  be 
dragged  up  after  them.  Were  these  Cordilleras 
more  rugged  and  lofty  than  Mount  St.  Bernard  ? 
Were  the  French  soldiers  weaker  now  than  they 
w'ere  eight  years  ago,  when  they  crossed  over  that 
Alp  v.'ithout  a  road,  and  carried  forty  pieces  of 
artillery  with  them?  If  Moore  had  stopped  any¬ 
where  between  Mayorga  and  Astorga,  he  must 
have  been  enveloped ;  if  he  had  staid  for  any 
length  of  time  at  any  of  the  boasted  passes  between 
Astorga  and  Coruna,  his  position  must  infallibly 
have  been  turned.  Nor  had  he  the  means  of  thus 
staying  for  more  than  a  very  few  days  :  there  were 
none  but  temporary  magazines  nearer  than  Coruna 
— there  were  no  carriages  of  transport— there  was 
nothing  to  be  obtained  from  the  beggared,  half- 
starved  inhabitants,  who  were  gazing  with  about 
equal  indifference  at  the  passage  of  English  and 
of  French  columns  through  their  own  territo¬ 
ries.  Had  he  stopped  in  any  of  the  vaunted 
defensive  positions,  the  hour,  the  day  of  fighting 
must  have  been  chosen  and  fixed  not  by  Moore, 
but  by  Soult;  and  the  French  general  would 
have  remained  quiet  until  his  position  was 
turned,  or  until  his  armv  was  starved  awav.  The 
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retreat  did  not  begin  an  hour  too  soon,  nor 
was  it  too  precipitate,  when  it  began.  The  promp¬ 
titude  with  which  Moore  checked  the  advance  of 
his  army  when  the  close  approach  of  the  converg¬ 
ing  columns  of  Bonaparte  rendered  that  measure 
indispensable,  and  the  accuracy  with  which  he 
calculated  the  exact  moment  when  the  retreat 
ought  to  be  commenced,  have  been  admired  as 
signal  proofs  of  his  capacity  for  command.  In  its 
advance  and  its  retreat  the  army  had  moved  over 
more  than  500  English  miles,  and  had  been  for  a 
long  while  exposed  to  an  enemy  of  immensely  su¬ 
perior  force;  and  yet,  after  all,  including  those 
killed  in  battle,  its  loss  amounted  to  no  more  than 
4000  men,  or  a  sixth-part  of  the  whole,  which  is 
not  considered  as  a  very  high  proportion  of  loss. 
There  was  a  want  of  discipline — there  were  dis¬ 
graceful  disorders  during  the"  retreat ;  but  these 
chiefly  arose  from  circumstances  which  Moore 
could  neither  foresee  nor  provide  against.  .The 
military  chest  was  indeed  thrown  over  the  moun¬ 
tain-side  for  want  of  mules  to  drag  it  on  ;  and  the 
Spanish  peasants  found  a  pleasanter  employment 
in  seeking  the  hard  dollars  in  the  ravines  and 
under  the  deep  snow  than  they  fancied  they  could 
find  in  fighting  in  the  gorges  against  the  French. 
A  few’  3-pounders  were  also  abandoned,  and  a  good 
deal  of  baggage  was  thrown  into  the  ravines  after 
the  dollars,  and  for  the  same  reason  ; — but  nothing 
w’as  taken  by  force ;  and  neither  Bona[)arte  nor 
Soult  won  a  piece  of  artillery,  a  standard,  or  a 
single  military  trophy  from  the  retreating  British 
army. 

Terrible  however  was  the  disappointment  of  the 
English  government  and  people,  who  had  been 
induced  by  incorrect  reports  to  expect  little  short 
of  miracles  from  the  Spanish  armies  acting  in  con¬ 
junction  with  the  small  auxiliary  army  of  Sir  John 
Moore.  Grief  for  his  death,  admiration  for  the 
manner  in  which  he  had  died,  and  a  national  pride 
at  the  noble  result  of  the  battle  of  Coruna,  sup¬ 
pressed  the  complaints  of  the  more  generous,  which 
was  the  far  greater  part  of  the  nation  ;  but  other- 
men,  acting  inrder  the  circumstances  already  alluded 
to,  were  much  less  tender  of  the  reputation  of  the 
truly  gallant  and  high-minded  soldier,  and  long 
continued  to  heap  censure  and  satire  over  his  bloody 
and  foreign  grave.  Officers,  immeasurably  his 
inferiors  in  the  knowledge  and  practice  of  the  art 
of  war,  long  delighted  to  dwell  upon  the  errors  he 
W’as  supposed  to  have  committed,  and  to  show, 
after  the  iact,  and  even  after  a  better  knowledge  had 
been  obtained  of  the  nature  of  the  country  and  the 
people,  how  easily  these  errors  might  have  been 
avoided.* 

*  Sir  Arthur  ^\c*lleslcy  was  lU'ver  among  those  detractors,  nor  was 
Oie  Duke  of  York,  the  commandor-in-cldef  of  the  Itriiisli  army,  and 
who,  though  not  a  great  general  himself,  was  capable  of  appreciating 
those  who  were,  atul  of  pa\  ing  a  liberal  tribute  to  merit  wherever  he  s  tvv 
it.  Ou  tile  l»t  of  February,  a  day  or  two  after  the  arri\al  of  the  news 
of  the  battle  ol  Coruna,  and  of  Moore’s  dealli,  the  duke  issued  geiieial 
orders  from  the  Horse  (iuards.  holding  up  the  deceased  general  as  an 
example  and  nuidel  to  the  Hriti>h  army,  and  hri  lly  running  over  tlic 
history  of  his  services  in  the  West  Indies,  in  Ilollaml,  and  in  Kg>pt, 
where  he  had  oiRained  tlie  admiration,  friendship,  and  entire  eonli- 
deiice  of  that  illnstrious  oflicer  Sir  Ralph  Abereruinlde. 

“Sir  John  Moore,”  said  these  general  orders,  “from  liis  youth 
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Parliament  assembled  on  the  I9th  of  January. 
The  royal  speech,  delivered  by  commission,  stated 
his  majesty’s  reasons  for  rejecting  the  proposals 
made  for  a  negotiation  by  Russia  and  France, 
and  spoke  of  the  perseverance  of  the  Spaniards  in 
the  cause  of  their  legitimate  monarchy  and  national 
independence,  which  w’ould  induce  his  majesty  to 
support  the  people  of  Spain  so  long  as  they  should 
prove  true  to  themselves.  Satisfaction  was  e.x- 
pressed  at  the  liberation  of  Portugal,  together  with 
some  dissatisfaction  at  some  of  the  articles  of  the 
miscalled  Cintra  Convention.  A  continuance  of 
aid  and  support  to  the  King  of  Sweden,  who  w’as 
now  almost  crushed  by  Russian  arms  and  French 
intrigues,  was  strongly  recommended ;  as  was  also 
a  speedy  augmentation  of  our  regular  army. 

The  great  whig  organ  in  the  north  had  not 
w'aited  till  now  to  cast  discredit  upon  the  war  in 
the  Peninsula  and  our  interference  in  it ;  to  de¬ 
clare  despondingly  that  after  all  we  must  expect  to 
fight  the  battle  with  Bonaparte  on  our  own  shores ; 
that' Ireland  must  he  torn  from  us,  and  that  even  the 
most  unsuccessful  war  which  France  could  carry 
on  in  this  commercial  country  must  he  attended 
with  the  most  dreadful  of  consequences.  The 
same  organ  or  luminary  had,  at  the  beginning  of 
the  struggle,  delivered  the  discouraging  oracle  that 
the  Spaniards  could  not  be  aided,  but  must  be 
defeated  and  for  ever  subdued  by  the  tremendous 
power  of  the  French  emperor ;  that  it  would  he 
madness  in  the  English  to  think  of  assisting  them, 
and  a  wickedness  of  the  worst  sort  to  endeavour  to 
form  another  coalition  against  the  French;  that 
army  after  army  would  be  poured  through  the 
Pyrenees  until  all  Spain  was  one  field  of  blood ; 
that  nothing  could  resist  the  vigour  and  unity  of 
Bonaparte,  and  the  discipline  of  his  veteran  sol¬ 
diers,  &c.  &c.*  The  defeats  and  errors  of  the 
Spaniards,  the  retreat  and  death  of  IMoore,  and 
other  obvious  facts,  had  prepared  many  minds  for 
the  reception  of  these  dark  omens;  and  a  large 
portion  of  the  parliamentary  opposition  were  dis¬ 
posed  not  only  to  censure  our  management  of  the 
war  in  the  Peninsula,  hut  also  to  maintain  that  no 
management  or  skill  whatsoever  could  enable  us 
either  to  defend  Portugal  and  Spain,  or  to  indict 
any  blow  by  land  on  our  invincible  foe.  All  these 
parliamentary  prophecies  may  be  read,  by  those 

embraced  the  profession  with  the  feelings  and  sentiments  of  a  soldier. 
He  felt  that  a  perfect  knowledge  and  an  exact  perfoimance  of  the 
hninble  but  iirrportant  duties  of  a  subaltern  oHicer  are  the  best 
found.ition  for  subsequent  military  fame  ;  and  Ins  ardent  mmd,  ^\hile 
it  looked  forward  to  those  brilliant  achievements  for  which  it  was 
formed,  applied  itself  with  energy  and  exem])lary  as>idaity  to  the 
ilnties  ol'that  station.  In  the  school  of  regimental  duty  he  obtained 
Ibatcnrreet  kuowleilge  of  his  profession  so  essential  to  tl\e  proper 
direction  of  the  gallant  spirit  of  the  soldier  ;  and  lie  was  enabled  to 
establish  a  charaeleristic  order  and  regularity  of  conduct,  because  the 
troops  found  in  their  leader  a  stnkiiiL'  example  of  tlie  discipline  which 

lie  cnforceil  on  olhei's . Tims  Sir  .lohn  Moore,  at  an  early 

period.  «)btained,  with*  general  approbation,  that  conspicuous  station 
ill  which  he  gloriously  terminated  liis  useful  ainl  honourable  life. 
In  a  military  character,  obtained  amidst  the  dangers  of  climate,  the 
privaiions  incident  to  service,  and  the  sufferings  of  repeated  wounds, 
it  is  dinicult  to  select  any  one  point  a.s  a  preferable  snbjfct  for  praise. 
It  exhii'its,  Innvever,  one  feature  so  particularly  characterislic  of  the 
man,  und  so  important  to  the  best  interests  of  the  service,  tliat  tlie 
commander  in-chief  is  iileased  to  mark  it  with  his  peculiar  approba¬ 
tion.  The  life  of  Sir  John  Moore  was  spent  amongit  the  troops,'’ 

*  See  Edinburgh  Review,  vols.  ix.  xii.  xiii. 
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who  have  the  patience  to  read  them,  in  the  debates 
of  the  times.  We  say  time's,  tor  they  were  not 
only  issued  now,  but  continued  to  be  issued  for 
years,  and  almost  dotvn  to  the  eve  of  the  brilliant  day 
when  Wellington  drove  the  last  French  corps  down 
the  French  side  of  the  Pyrenees.  The  majority  for 
ministers  who  entertained  better  hopes  w'as  found, 
however,  to  be  considerable.  Five  days  before  the 
meeting  of  Parliament — on  the  14th  ot  January, 
when  Moore’s  retreat  was  known,  and  when  Spa¬ 
nish  affairs  bore  so  gloomy  an  aspect — Mr.  Can¬ 
ning  signed  the  treaty  of  amity  and  alliance  with 
the  Spanish  insurgents,  binding  his  country,  which 
was  not  hitherto  bound  by  any  treaty,  to  support 
the  cause  to  the  utmost  of  its  pow’er ;  and  never 
to  acknowledge  any  other  king  of  Spam  than  his 
Catholic  majesty  Ferdinand  VIL,  his  heirs,  or 
such  lawful  successor  as  the  Spanish  nation  itself 
should  acknowledge.  This  was  a  species  of  poli¬ 
tical  heroism,  let  the  hopes  our  ministers  enter¬ 
tained  about  the  new  Austrian  war  be  what  they 
might. 

The  opposition  seem  almost  to  have  hoped  that 
the  misfortunes  in  Spain,  and  the  few'  mistakes  in 
the  Portuguese  convention,  would  break  up  the 
ministry.  A  motion  made  in  the  Commons,  by 
Lord  Henry  Petty,  for  directly  censuring  tbe  Con¬ 
vention  in  Portugal,  and  for  attributing  the  whole 
blame  of  it  to  our  government,  was  negatived  by 
208  against  158;  and  a  motion  made  by  Mr. 
Ponsonby  for  an  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  our 
late  campaign  in  Spain  was  rejected  by  220  to 
127.  To  those  who  urged  that  we  ought  on  no 


account  to  have  sent  an  army  into  Spain,  Lord 
Castlereagh  replied  that  the  Spaniards  had  chosen 
the  mode  of  regular  warfare,  and  that  it  would 
have  ill  befitted  the  character  of  Great  Britain  to 
have  shrunk  from  the  contest,  and  to  have  said  to 
the  Spaniards — We  will  give  you  money,  we  will 
give  you  arms  and  stores,  but  we  will  not  hazard 
our  blood  in  your  defence  !  The  liberation  of  Por¬ 
tugal  was  dwelt  upon,  and  Canning,  Castlereagh, 
and  others  spoke  highly  of  General  Wellesley’s 
abilities,  and  hopefully  of  the  issue  of  the  con¬ 
test. 

The  noble  secretary-at-war  lost  no  time  in  urging 
the  necessity  of  increasing  our  military  force.  By 
two  acts  greater  activity  was  given  to  enlistment 
into  the  militia,  and  that  force  was  carried  to  its 
full  number  ;  the  vacancies  left  by  the  bill  of  last 
session  for  allowing  the  militia  soldiers  to  volunteer 
into  the  line  were  filled  up ;  and  from  20,000  to 
30,000  regular  troops,  which  had  been  doing  garri¬ 
son  or  coast  duty,  were  added  to  the  corps  dispo¬ 
sable  for  foreign  service.  An  active  system  of 
recruiting  for  the  line  was  commenced  at  the  same 
time.  Some  additions  were  also  made  to  the  navy  ; 
and  in  this  year  the  number  of  cruising  line-of- 
battle  ships  in  commission  was  127,  being  the 
maximum  during  the  war.  Above  27,000,000/. 
were  voted  for  the  army  and  ordnance,  and  nearly 
19,000,000/.  for  the  navy.  The  total  amount  of  sup¬ 
plies  for  the  year  for  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  was 
53,862,000/"  Among  the  ways  and  means  it  was 
necessary  to  raise  a  loan  of  11,000,000/.  The  loan 
■was  contracted  for  at  a  lower  rate  of  interest  than 
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money  had  ever  before  been  borrowed  at  on  the 
public  account :  ministers  quoted  this  as  proof  of 
public  credit  and  prosperity ;  the  oppositionists 
maintained  that  it  was  owing  to  the  stagnation  of 
foreign  trade,  the  interruption  of  our  commerce 
with  the  United  States,  arising  out  of  the  Berlin 
and  Milan  decrees  and  our  own  orders  in  council ; 
or,  in  other  words,  that  money  was  lent  to  govern¬ 
ment  at  a  low  interest  only  because  capitalists  could 
not  now  employ  it  in  any  other  way. 

Early  in  the  session  a  subject  uas  introduced 
which  excited  extraordinary  interest,  and  which, 
for  months,  caused  nearly  all  other  public  matters  to 
be  forgotten  by  the  people.  Mr.  Wardle,  a  Welsh 
gentleman  and  colonel  of  militia,  who  had  married 
a  Welsh  lady  of  considerable  fortune,  who  in  earlier 
days  had  been  distinguished  by  his  high  Tory  zeal, 
and  by  the  eagerness  with  which  he  offered  to  carry 
his  Welsh  militia-men  into  Ireland  to  put  down  the 
rebels,  had  lately  changed  his  political  creed,  and  had 
cultivated  a  close  acquaintance  with  Sir  Francis  Bur- 
dett.  Lord  Folkestone,  and  other  members  of  the  ex¬ 
treme  opposition  party.*  On  the  27th  of  January  he 
affirmed  in  the  Flouse  of  Commons  that  everything 
was  wrong  and  rotten  at  the  Horse-guards ;  that 
the  Duke  of  York,  the  commander-in-chief,  suffered 
himself  to  be  sw'ayed  by  a  low-horn  mistress,  one 
Mary  Anne  Clarke,  wdio  had  been  carrying  on  a 
traffic  in  commissions  and  promotions.  In  proof 
he  stated  that  Captain  Tonyn  had  paid  Mrs.  Clarke 
500^.  and  immediately  after  had  been  gazetted 
major ;  that,  for  200/.  paid  to  Mrs.  Clarke,  an 
exchange  had  been  allowed  between  Lieutenant- 
colonel  Brooke  of  the  infantry,  and  Lieutenant- 
colonel  Knight  of  the  cavalry;  that  for  1000/.  paid 
to  the  same  lady  Major  Shaw  had  been  appointed 
deputy  barrack-master  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope; 
that  the  duke’s  mistress  had  a  regular  scale  of 
prices,  &c.  &c.  Not  satisfied  with  blaming  the 
easiness  of  temper  of  the  royal  commander-in-chief, 
he  insisted  that  he  w'as  a  partaker  in  the  benefit  and 
profit  arising  from  these  pecuniary  transactions. 
According  to  Wardle  the  duke’s  mistress  had  also 
been  enabled  to  dispose  of  places  both  in  church 
and  state,  and  had  been  courted  and  bribed  by 
more  than  one  clergyman  that  longed  for  bishoprics 
or  some  other  profitable  preferment.f  The  colonel 
concluded  with  moving  ior  the  appointment  of  a 
committee  to  investigate  the  charges.  Sir  Francis 
Burdett  warmly  seconded  the  motion.  Lord  Cas- 
tlereagh  rose,  but  not  to  oppose  the  motion,  for 
that,  he  said,  would  he  contrary  to  the  wishes,  and 
still  more  so  to  the  interests,  of  the  commander-in- 

•  It  appetirs  that  Mr.  M'ardlo  really  served  in  Ireland  during  the 
rehellion,  Major  in  Sir  Walkin  William  Wynne’s  Ancient  British 
Jdght  Dragoons,  lie  had  been  retnrnetl  to  parliament,  for  the  hrst 
time,  in  1807,  for  the  rotten  borongli  of  Oakhampton.  He  was  now 
luing  ill  very  splendid  .style,  and  spending  lus  wife’s  fortune  with  pro- 
loitionate  rapidity.  We  know  from  the  best  source  (l)iat  is  from 
limsclf)  that  he  complained  in  after  life  of  having  been  made  a  tool 
by  a  party  "ho  deserted  him  as  soon  as  their  purposes  were  served. 

+  For  die  very  di.-^gracefu  I  derails  wldeh  go  to  confirm  the  accusa- 
litm  of  ministers  and  doctors  of  tlie  Anglican  Church  courting  and 
bribing  the  mistress  of  the  Duke  of  York,  we  must  refer  the  leader 
to  any  of  the  numerous  published  accounts  of  this  delicate  investiga¬ 
tion.  Aery  full  an<l  good  account  of  the  proceedings,  the  examiiia- 
lion  of  witnesses,  ivc.,  will  be  lound  in  the  I'kUnburgh  Annual 
llegister  for  the  year  18U9. 
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chief.  He  was  glad,  he  added,  that  the  opportu¬ 
nity  was  afforded  of  instituting  an  effectual  inquiry 
into  the  grounds  of  the  various  calumnies  which  had 
of  late  been  so  industriously  circulated  against  that 
illustrious  personage.  His  lordship  delivered  an 
eulogium  on  the  generosity  and  application  to  busi¬ 
ness  which  the  Duke  of  York  had  displa}-ed,  and  on 
the  extreme  order  and  regularity  which  he  had  in¬ 
troduced  into  the  office  of  the  commandcr-in-chief. 
Sir  Arthur  Wellesley  spoke  in  the  same  tone,  but  his 
words  carried  more  weight  with  them  ;  particularly 
when  he  dwelt  upon  tlie  immense  improvement  of 
the  army  since  his  royal  highness’s  appointment. 
Never,  he  said,  was  there  an  army  in  a  better 
state,  as  far  as  depended  on  the  commander-in¬ 
chief,  than  that  under  his  command  last  summer; 
and,  if  that  army  had  not  performed  all  the  service 
for  which  it  was  destined,  the  blame  would  have 
rested  with  him,  and  not  with  the  commander-in¬ 
chief.  Whatever  discipline  and  enthusiasm  they 
felt  was  the  result  of  the  example  afforded  by  the 
illustrious  person  at  the  head  of  the  army.  Sir 
Arthur  treated  with  scorn  the  notion  of  the  duke’s 
putting  a  little  money  in  his  own  pocket  by  en¬ 
croaching  upon  the  half-pay  fund  and  by  trafficking 
in  commissions.  The  House,  he  said,  would  re¬ 
collect  that  this  very  half-pay  fund  was  first  esta¬ 
blished  by  his  royal  highness,  out  of  the  money  fur¬ 
nished  from  the  produce  of  commissions,  which  he 
might  have  given  away  without  any  sale  at  all : 
by  the  system  which  the  Duke  of  York  had  intro¬ 
duced  an  immense  saving  w'as  effected  to  the  pub¬ 
lic,  and  an  immense  benefit  conferred  on  the  service. 
The  loyal  Mr.  Y'orke,  for  his  part,  believed  that  a 
conspiracy  of  the  most  atrocious  and  diabolical  kind 
existed  against  his  royal  highness,  founded  on  the 
Jacobinical  spirit  which  appeared  at  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  the  French  revolution!  With  better  effect 
this  gentleman  pointed  to  the  great  and  undeniable 
improvement  of  our  military  forces.  What,  said 
he,  was  the  state  of  the  army  when  the  Duke  of 
York  became  commander-in-chief?  It  scarcely 
deserved  the  name  of  an  army ;  and  it  was  now 
found  by  experience  to  be,  in  proportion  to  its  num¬ 
ber,  the  best  army  in  the  world  !  No  well-informed 
man  in  tlie  country,  no  officer  in  the  army,  could 
deny  that  for  this  improvement  we  were  in  good  part 
indebted  to  the  Duke  of  York,  who,  by  the  common 
soldiers,  was  always  called  “the  soldier’s  friend.” 
Mr.  Yorke  suggested  that  a  select  committee,  with 
power  to  examine  on  oath,  would  be  preferable  to 
a  committee  of  the  whole  House.  Lord  Folkestone 
and  some  more  of  Wardle’s  friends  were  of  the  same 
o])inion,  because  they  thought  it,  they  said,  better 
calculated  for  obtaining  the  ends  of  justice.  Mr. 
Wilberforce  also  preferred  a  select  committee,  con¬ 
ceiving  that  justice  would  be  best  obtained  by  an 
inquiry  private  in  its  progress,  but  to  be  public  in 
the  result ;  particularly  when  he  reflected  on  the 
description  of  persons  likely  to  be  examined  at  (he 
bar  of  the  honourable  House  /”*  The  chancellor  of 

*  Wilberforce  was  greatly  perplexed  by  this  nuplea.sant  business. 
He  notes  in  his  Diary; — “  Wardle’s  motion  on  Duke  of  York — sad 
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the  exchequer,  though  almost  as  decorous  a  man 
as  Wilberforce  himself,  thought  that  the  House 
ought  not  to  abandon  its  inquisitorial  functions  in 
this  instance,  and  that  the  more  public  the  inquiry 
the  better  it  would  be  for  his  royal  highness.  He 
could  state,  on  the  authority  of  the  Duke  of  York 
himself,  that  that  illustrious  personage  wished,  like 
any  other  subject,  to  be  put  publicly  on  his  trial, 
and  to  stand  acquitted  or  convicted  upon  the  case 
that  might  be  made  out.  He  would  stake  his  repu¬ 
tation  that  the  result  of  the  inquiry  would  remove 
all  suspicion  from  his  royal  highness.  The  chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  exchequer  finished  by  moving  that  the 
inquiry  should  be  carried  on  by  a  committee  of  the 
whole  House.  It  was  agreed  that  this  should  be 
the  course  pursued,  and  that  the  committee  should 
enter  upon  its  functions  on  Wednesday  next,  the 
1st  of  February.  During  the  debate  Canning  had 
exclaimed,  with  great  heat,  “  Infamy  must  attach 
somewhere  !  It  must  attach  either  to  the  accused 
or  to  the  accuser 

The  inquiry  occupied  the  almost  undivided  time 
and  attention  of  parliament  for  seven  weeks,  and 
it  continued  to  occupy  and  excite  the  minds  of  the 
people  a  great  deal  longer ;  and  this  too,  in  times 
full  of  important  events,  at  a  crisis  as  interesting 
and  as  critical  as  any  that  Europe  had  known. 
What  Wilberforce  most  dreaded  came  to  pass — 
Mrs.  Clarke,  and  one  or  two  others  of  that  “  de¬ 
scription  of  persons,”  were  examined  at  the  bar  of 
the  House ;  their  examinations  were  reported  day 
■by  day ;  the  immorality  of  the  women  was  forgotten 
in  their  wit  and  graceful  impudence ;  and  the 
House  smirked  and  laughed  outright  when  the 
pious  abolitionist  thought  they  ought  to  have  in¬ 
wardly  groaned.  Wilberforce,  how'ever,  admits 
that  Mrs.  Mary  Anne  did  some  good,  as  “  by  fas¬ 
cinating  the  House  she  prevented  its  degradation 
by  appearing  to  stifle  the  inquiry,  and  take  too 
strong  a  part  with  the  Duke  of  York.”  “  It  is 
curious,”  he  adds,  “  to  see  how  strongly  she  has 
won  upon  people.”*  This  modern  Phryne  was 
the  daughter  of  a  wmrking  printer  or  compositor, 
and  the  wife  of  a  bricklayer  or  builder,  whom  she 
had  deserted  long  ago:  she  had  lived  under  the 
protection — as  it  was  delicately  called — of  various 
gentlemen  of  superior  condition,  and  rvas  said  to 
have  ruined  more  than  one  of  them  by  her  boundless 
extravagance.  She  was  remark-able  rather  for  grace 
than  for  beauty,  and  more  for  her  wit  than  for 
either  :  though  not  old,  she  was  certainly  no  longer 
young  when  sire  first  made  the  conquest  of  the  Duke 
of  York.  Her  obeisance  at  the  bar  of  the  House 
was  pronounced  a  chef  d'ceuvre  of  theatrical  grace  ; 
and,  when  she  spoke,  her  vivacity  and  quickness, 

work  t  No  appart^ut  sense  in  the  House  of  the  guilt  of  adultery,  only 

of  the  political  offence. - Spoke  for  any  other  proceedings  than  the 

bar  of  the  House.  Mojor  Oirtwriglit  writes  about  parli  mienlary  re¬ 
form  as  the  only  panacea.  Alas!  ’lU  more  ii  moral  disease.  , 

I  wanted  greatly  to  move  the  examination  of  the  Duke  of  York's  busi¬ 
ness  from  the  l>ar,  open  gallery,  &c.  to  a  committee  up-stairs,  and 
some  parliamentary  inquest  on  oath.  This  melanclioly  business  will 
do  irreparable  mischief  to  public  morals,  by  accu>toming  the  public 
to  hear  w'-.thout  emotion  of  shameless  violations  of  decency. 

Lord,  guide  me  right  in  this  great  busin-‘ss  that  is  now  going  on.” — 
/)iVirv.  m  lAfc  by  his  Stjns, 

*  Diary. 
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accompanied  by  the  most  perfect  coolness  and  self- 
possession,  made  the  majority  of  the  august  legis¬ 
lators  feel  as  if  they  were  only  listening  to  an  ac¬ 
complished  actress  on  the  stage.  Too  many  of 
them  had  known  her  aforetime,  and  occasionally 
her  speaking  eye,  glancing  at  the  benches,  revealed 
these  old  intimacies.  When  the  freedom  and 
point,  or  levity',  of  her  replies  were  checked  with 
cries  of  “  Order !”  and  with  appeals  to  the  dignity 
of  the  House,  by  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
and  Mr.  Wilberforce,  others  encouraged  her,  and 
even  cheered  her.  On  the  first  day  her  exami¬ 
nation  lasted  two  hours.  “House,”  says  Wil¬ 
berforce,  “  examining  Mrs.  Clarke  for  two  hours — 
cross-examining  her  in  the  Old  Bailey  way — she 
elegantly  dressed,  consummately  impudent,  and  very 
clever  :  she  clearly  got  the  better  in  the  tussle  ; — a 
number  of  particulars  let  out  about  her  life,  mother, 
children,  &c.  Colonel  Gordon’s  evidence  would 
have  been  sufficient,  and  I  would  not  have  asked 
one  question  of  Mrs.  Clarke.”  But  the  House 
kept  examining  Mrs.  Clarke  for  many  days  ;  and, 
every  time  she  went  down  to  it,  the  House  was 
crowded,  as  were  also  the  streets  through  which 
slie  passed  on  her  way.  She  was  the  greatest  of 
lions  or  lionesses.  Even  staid  and  decorous  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  opposition  in  parliament,  and  strait¬ 
laced  political  reformers  out  of  doors,  overlooked 
the  history  of  her  life,  and  took  her  to  their  hearts 
as  a  patriotess,  whose  revelations  would  do  infinite 
good  to  society  by  exposing  and  degrading  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  royal  family,  who  had  been  the  staunch 
foe  of  reform  or  innovation  in  church  and  state. 
Except  an  occasional  blessing  on  the  lie-patriot  of 
the  party,  the  virtuous  Colonel  Wardle,  scarcely  a 
name  was  heard  in  public  for  weeks  but  that  of 
Mary  Anne  Clarke.  People  lost  their  hats,  bon¬ 
nets,  shoes,  and  pocket-handkerchiefs,  in  running 
after  the  carriage  that  conveyed  her  through  the 
Park  to  St.  Stephen’s  Chapel,  or  in  crowding  at 
the  door  of  the  House  to  get  a  near  view  of  her 
face  and  person.  The  poets  and  printers  of  the 
Seven  Dials,  and  the  street  ballad-singers,  made  a 
fortune  by  her.*  And  still  her  wit  and  impudence 
kept  up  the  lively  interest  of  the  House  of  Com¬ 
mons,  charming  those  senators  into  a  pleasant 
obliviousness  about  the  war,  about  Portugal  and 
Spain,  about  Bonaparte,  our  difficulties  at  home  as 
well  as  abroad,  and  about  everything  else.  A  Miss 
Mary  Anne  Taylor  deposed  how  the  Duke  of  York 
used  to  call  Mrs.  Clarke  “darling,”  and  allow  her 
to  take  money  for  promotions,  &c.  [After  this 

♦  We  still  reinemlier  some  of  the  lines  ilnit  were  written  by  one  of 
these  St.  Giles’s  poets,  pari  of  a  song  that  was  sung  in  1«09  in  every 
btreel  and  lane  in  London, — 

‘‘You  have  heard  of  Mrs.  Clarke, 

Who  one  night  in  the  dark 
With  her  husband  fell  out  abt)ut  bacon  ; 
but  the  theme  of  wliich  I  sing 
Is  of  no  such  vulgar  thing  : 

If  you  tliink  it  you  are  grossly  mistaken. 

The  Mrs,  Clarke  that  I  mean 
Has  ot  late  oft  been  seen 
Ai  a  house  not  a  mile  from  the  i*ark  ; 

And,  whenever  thi're  she  goes, 

Y*ou  would  laugh  to  see  the  beaus 
Push  and  drive  for  to  see  Mrs.  Clarke.” 
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the  crrnnd-hoys  and  the  chimney-sweeps,  playing 
at  toss  halfpenny  in  the  streets,  never  cried  out 
“  Heads  or  Tails,”  but  “  Duke  or  Darling.”]  When 
the  attorney-general,  with  due  solemnity,  asked  Mrs. 
Clarke  who  brought  her  a  particular  message,  she 
replied — “  A  particular  friend  of  the  duke’s.” — 
“  Who  was  he  ?”  said  the  attorney-general. — “  Mr. 
Taylor,  the  shoe-maker  of  Bond-street.”  (A  laugh.) 
“By  whom  did  you  send  your  desires  to  the 
duke?”  —  “By  my  owm  pen.” — “I  mean  who 
carried  the  letter  ?” — “  The  same  ambassador.” — 
“  VVliat  ambassador?” — “Why,  the  ambassador 
of  Morocco."*  This  last  sally  convulsed  the  House 
with  laughter,  and  induced  the  speaker  to  threaten 
Mrs.  Clarke  wdth  the  displeasure  of  the  House — ■ 
from  w’hich,  it  was  too  evident,  she  had  nothing  to 
fear. 

That  Mrs.  Clarke  had  really  distributed  com¬ 
missions,  and  among  them  one  to  her  own  brother, 
and  that  she  had  received  sums  of  money  for  her 
interest  in  obtaining  promotions  and  appointments, 
seemed  to  be  proved  beyond  all  doubt ;  but  that 
the  Duke  of  Y"ork  had  participated  in  her  gains, 
or  had  even  had  a  knowledge  of  her  transactions, 
w'ere  circumstances  the  proof  of  which  depended 
chiefly,  if  not  entirely,  on  the  veracity  of  Mrs. 
Clarke  herself.  Her  credibility  was  somewhat 
shaken  at  the  moment,  as  it  became  generally 
known  that  she  w'as  now  enjoying  under  Colonel 
Wardlc,  the  duke’s  public  accuser,  the  same  sort  of 
protection  which  she  had  enjoyed  under  the  duke  j 
that,  months  before  thus  transferring  herself,  the 
duke  had  quarrelled  wdth  her,  at  least  parted  from 
her  t  and  that  the  avowed  motives  of  the  disclosures 
she  made  were  an  an.\.iety  to  please  her  present 
paramour  (who  appears  to  have  been  as  credulous 
m  one  direction  as  his  royal  highness  had  been  in 
another),  and  her  eagerness  to  be  revenged  on  the 
duke,  who  had  neglected  to  pay  her  400/.  a  year, 
which,  she  said,  he  had  promised  and  engaged  to 
do.  A  little  later  the  public  faith  in  her  disclosures 
was  still  farther  shaken  by  sundry  little  cir¬ 
cumstances.  She  quarrelled  wdth  Wardle,  and 
separated  from  him — the  quarrel  being  all  about 
money.  In  the  month  of  July,  of  this  same  year  1809, 
and  before  city  and  county  meetings  had  quite 
finished  voting  thanks  to  Colonel  Wardle  “for  his 
singular  intrepidity  and  integrity  in  instituting  an 
inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  his  Royal  Highness 
the  Duke  of  York,  and  for  the  important  and  dis¬ 
interested  services  he  had  thereby  rendered  to  his 
country,”  a  trial  came  on  in  the  Court  of  King’s 
Bench,  the  plaintiff  being  a  Mr.  Francis  Wright, 
an  upholsterer  of  Rathbone-place,  and  the  de¬ 
fendant,  Colonel  Wardle.  The  attorney-general, 
who  appeared  as  counsel  for  the  plaintiff,  was  scarcely 
to  be  e.xpected  to  spare  the  lash  of  his  tongue  on 
such  an  occasion :  he  stated  that  Mr.  Wright 

*  Tliis  ambassador  of  Morocco— or  this  Mr.  Taylor,  ladies’  shoe¬ 
maker  of  Hood  Street— had  l)ceu  a  very  active  agent  for  the  Duke  of 
York  ami  his  some-while  mistres.s.  It  was  lie  who  bought  for  the 
lady,  with  llie  Duke's  money,  the  house  and  furniture  in  (iloueester- 
id.ice,  which  had  l>elongedto,  and  had  Ireen  lor  Years  occupied  bv,  the 
American  General  Arnold,  who  had  played  false  to  Washington  and 
the  American  Kejtiiblic.  ® 
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brought  his  action  to  recover  1914/.  for  the 
amount  of  sundry  articles  of  furniture,  delivered 
at  Colonel  Wardle’s  order,  for  fitting  up  a  house 
for  Mrs.  Mary  Anne  Clarke  in  Westbourne-place, 
Chelsea.  “  The  colonel,”  he  said,  “  had  personally 
given  the  order  for  the  furniture  and  the  promise 
to  pay  for  it.  The  plaintiff  would  not  have  trusted 
Mrs.  Clarke,  who  already  owed  him  500/.  or  600/. ; 
but  she  told  him  at  the  end  of  last  autumn  (that  is, 
after  she  had  quarrelled  with  the  duke,  and  after 
Wardle  had  begun  collecting  materials  for  his 
charges),  that  she  had  a  friend  in  her  eye 
who  would  pay  him  for  the  furniture  for  the 
new  house.  Wardle  had  gone  with  her  to  the 
plaintiff  ’s  shop  or  warehouse  more  than  once ; 
some  time  after  the  furniture  had  been  delivered. 
Colonel  Wardle,  being  short  of  ready  money,  had 
called  again,  and  had  given  the  plaintiff,  in  part 
payment,  a  bill  for  500/.  at  three  months;  but,  as 
the  investigation  of  the  charges  against  the  Duke 
of  York  was  then  to  be  proceeded  in,  this  bill  was 
not  signed  by  Colonel  Wardle,  but  by  his  wine- 
merchant,  a  Mr.  Illingworth  of  Pall  Mall,  who 
had  taken  up  the  bill  as  soon  as  it  became  due. 
In  the  House  of  Commons  the  attorney-general, 
together  Avith  the  other  croAvn  lawyers,  had  strenu¬ 
ously  endeavoured  to  prove  that  the  frail  Mary 
Anne  was  not  a  witness  to  be  believed  upon  her 
oath  ;  but  now  he  had  another  cue,  and,  as  counsel 
for  the  upholsterer,  he  could  professionally  ask 
how  Colonel  Wardle  could  possibly  deny  the  cre¬ 
dibility  of  Mrs.  Clarke?  It  was  true,  continued 
the  crown  lawyer,  that  she  could  not  get  credit 
of  her  upholsterer,  yet,  as  her  evidence  Avould  be 
confirmed  by  the  brother  of  the  plaintiff,  and  she 
was  upon  her  oath,  she  was  deserving  of  credit  be¬ 
fore  a  jury.  Being  called  in,  Mrs.  Mary  Anne 
Clarke  appeared  with  her  usual  gaiety.  She 
stated  upon  oath  that  she  first  became  acquainted 
with  Colonel  Wardle  in  consequence  of  a  letter 
written  by  or  for  him  to  her  from  the  E,\chequer 
coffee-house — that  she  took  her  new  house  in  West¬ 
bourne-place  last  September,  but  did  not  enter  till 
the  9th  of  November — that  she  communicated  to 
the  colonel  that  she  had  taken  it,  and  held  several 
conversations  with  him  about  furnishing  it  before 
she  applied  to  AVright  the  upholsterer,  to  whom 
she  Avas  already  in  debt.  “  I  did  not,”  said  the 
pleasant  and  plain-speaking  lady,  Avhose  tones, 
how'ever,  w'ere  not  noAv  so  agreeable  to  the  colonel’s 
ear  as  they  had  been  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
Avhen  divulging  the  failings  of  the  duke,  “  1  did 
not  propose  to  Mr.  AATight  to  furnish  my  neAv 
house  on  credit,  because  I  knew  it  would  be  in 
vain.  I  told  him  I  had  a  friend  in  view  who 
Avould  pay  him.  Colonel  Wardle  was  that  friend 
in  view,  in  consequence  of  some  promises  he  was 
holding  out  to  me.  I  was  to  give  him  every  in¬ 
formation  in  my  poAver,  and  to  assist  him  in  the 
invesli(jation,  in  return  for  Avhich  he  was  to  furnish 
my  house.  This  was  to  be  a  part  of  the  requital  to 

me  for  giving  him  that  assistance . 1  had 

no  other  means  then  of  paying.  I  AA'as  very  much 
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distressed  at  that  time.  He  knew  that,  and  knew 
of  the  debt  to  Wright,  because  he  advised  Mr. 
Wright  to  bring  an  action  against  the  person  (the 
Duke  of  York)  who  he  thought  ought  to  pay  it. 
He  promised  to  Mr.  Wright,  if  he  should  bring 
such  an  action,  that  he  would  pay  all  the  costs.” 
She  swore  point  blank  to  the  colonel’s  ordering 
the  furniture,  and  promising  to  pay  for  it  all.  The 
colonel,  she  said,  had  afterwards  gone  a  great 
many  times  to  Wright’s  in  a  hackney-coach  to 
look  out  things  for  her.  Major  Dodd,  private 
secretary  to  the  Duke  of  Kent,  went  once  with 
Colonel  Wardleto  the  upholsterer’s  to  choose  some 
carpeting.  She  had  chosen  a  pattern  in  West- 
bourne-place,  and  a  piece  had  been  sent  in ;  but 
the  colonel  and  the  major  preferred  a  pattern  they 
had  seen  at  Wright’s.  “  They  wished,”  said  she, 
“  to  have  a  scarlet  and  bronze  pattern.”  Nothing 
could  bring  scarlet  into  her  face;  Lord  Ellen- 
borough  was  obliged  to  speak  of  her  living  hus¬ 
band,  and  one  of  the  counsel  let  drop  the  word 
“  adulteress,”  at  which  she  only  smiled.  She 
swore  to  the  bill  given  for  the  colonel  by  Illing¬ 
worth,  the  wine-merchant,  “  in  consequence  of  the 
investigation  that  was  going  on,  or  about  to  be 
commenced.”  “  I  was  rather  fearful,”  said  she,  “  of 
doing  with  him  alone  what  Wardle  u  anted  me  to 
do,  because  he  was  not  much  known  in  parliament. 
He  introduced  Major  Dodd  to  me  as  a  gentle¬ 
man,  a  friend  of  his.  I  had  heard  of  Major 
Dodd  before.  About  the  end  of  November  we 
went  on  a  tour  for  three  days  to  view  the  Martello 
Towers.  Colonel  Wardle,  Mr.  Glennie,  the 
engineer,  and  Major  Dodd,  were  of  the  party. 

I  never  went  out  of  town  but  with  Wardle. 
This  time,  before  I  could  go  out  of  town,  I  was 
obliged  to  have  50/.  of  the  colonel,”  &c.  &c. 
She  declared  that  Wardle’s  attorney  had  called 
upon  her  and  upon  the  upholsterer  two  or  three 
days  before  the  trial  to  endeavour  to  stop  it,  and  keep 
the  matter  from  being  made  public  by  referring 
it  to  arbitration ;  and  that  this  attorney  had  told 
her  that  if  it  came  before  the  court  Sergeant  Best 
would  cut  her  up  by  a  severe  cross-e.xamination, 
and  Colonel  Wardle  and  his  friends  would  give 
it  out  that  she  had  been  bribed  by  ministers.  Mr. 
D.  Wright,  the  upholsterer’s  brother,  confirmed 
Mrs.  Clarke  in  every  particular  as  to  the  credit 
being  given  to  Colonel  Wardle.  To  save  his 
client’s  purse.  Sergeant  Best,  Wardle’s  counsel, 
M'as  obliged  to  e.vpose  his  want  of  intellect,  and  to 
assail  the  credibility  of  the  woman  who  had  been 
the  colonel’s  chief  witness  against  the  Duke  of 
York.  “  As  for  this  Mrs.  C/ar^c,”  said  Best, 

“  she  is  a  woman  whom  nobody  ought  to  believe  ; 
she  is  the  most  artful  inventor  of  a  fictitious  tale 
that  ever  appeared^’'  The  jury  would  surely  not 
invade  both  Colonel  Wardle’s  property  and  honour 
upon  the  testimony  of  a  woman  who  could  not  be 
believed  in  any  court  of  justice ; — if  he  could 
judge  of  his  client’s  feelings  by  his  own,  he  was 
quite  sure  that,  it  she  had  made  an  e.xhibition  like 
that  which  she  had  made  to-day  before  the  colonel 
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had  happened  to  make  the  motion  against  the 
Duke  of  York,  he  would  have  attached  no  credit 
to  her  evidence  against  his  royal  highness  ! 

The  jury  brought  in  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiif, 
with  costs,  deducting  the  5001.  which  had  been 
paid  by  the  wine-merchant’s  bill,  and  some  items 
which  were  thought  to  be  improperly  charged  to 
him.  The  affair  cost  Wardle  2000/.,  and  a  loss 
of  reputation  from  which  he  never  could  recover. 
On  the  very  next  day  he  published  a  thundering 
letter  in  the  newspapers,  declaring  before  God  and 
his  country  that  the  verdict  had  been  obtained  by 
perjury  alone;  and  pledging  himself  to  prove  the 
fact  the  earliest  moment  the  forms  of  the  law 
would  allow  him  to  do  so,  by  proceeding  to  a  se¬ 
cond  trial,  for  which  he  had  made  application. 
But,  whether  it  was  that  the  colonel  shrunk  from 
the  expense,  or  that  he  dreaded  any  further  con¬ 
test  with  so  formidable  an  enemy  and  so  skilful  a 
manoeuvrer  as  Mrs.  Clarke,  this  second  trial  never 
came  on. 

Only  a  part  of  this  edifying  history  was  known 
in  the  months  of  February  and  March,  when  the 
investigation  and  the  debates  on  the  amount  of  the 
Duke  of  York’s  culpability  were  going  on  in  the 
House  of  Commons  (the  upholsterer’s  trial  not 
having  come  on  until  July);  but  already  enough 
was  known  of  the  character  of  Mrs.  Clarke,  of  her 
vindictive  unscrupulous  temper,  and  of  the  relation 
in  which  she  now  stood  towards  the  duke’s  accuser, 
to  entitle  that  prince  to  more  than  the  benefit  of  a 
doubt  in  those  most  serious  and  most  dishonouring 
portions  of  the  charges  which  were  supported  solely 
by  her  evidence.  Upon  other  grounds  it  was  very 
clearly  proved  that  the  duke,  if  ever  he  had  known 
of  her  pecuniary  transactions,  had  never  partici¬ 
pated  in  her  gains.  His  known  character  was 
enough  to  negative  any  such  implication ;  he  was, 
in  many  matters  where  no  mistress  was  concerned, 
credulous  and  confiding,  thoughtless  about  money, 
and  thus  quite  capable,  and  of  necessity  obliged, 
to  run  into  debt;  but  of  anything  worse  than  this 
in  money  transactions  he  appears  to  liave  been 
altogether  incapable.*  It  was  not  proved,  unless 
we  admit  the  evidence  of  Mrs.  Clarke,  and  a  single 
story  of  her  friend.  Miss  Mary  Anne  Ta}’lor  (whose 
brother  was  married  to  Mrs.  Clarke’s  sister),  that 
the  commander- in-chief  ever  knew  of  her  getting 
money  by  the  favours  which  he  dispensed  at  her 
intercession  ;  but  that  he  had  yielded  to  that  inter¬ 
cession,  and  had  granted  a  few  commissions  and 
promotions  and  appointments  to  persons  recom¬ 
mended  by  his  mistress,  w' as  proved  and  established 
by  ample  and  good  evidence.  The  whole  extent 
of  this  distribution  of  patronage  was,  however,  very 

•  During  tlie  proceedings  in  the  Commons  an  honourable  member 
(Mr.  Burton)  endeavoured  to  excuse  the  Duke  of  York  upon  the  score 
ol  his  ignorance  of  the  value  of  money,  saying,  that  I'ortv  years  ago 
one  of  the  precejjtors  of  the  princes  had  told  him  he  never  could  t»*ac!i 
them  this,  though  they  were  quick  enough  at  Greek  and  even  at  arith¬ 
metic!  Whitbread  re))lied,  that  in  the  forty  years  which  lutd  elapsed 
since  this  opinion  was  delivered  by  the  tutor  their  royal  highnes.ses 
liad  surely  had  ample  time  to  gain  information  and  experience.  Otijcr 
members  laughed  at  Burton’s  anecdote  ;  yet,  with  reference  to  more 
than  one  of  the  sons  of  the  careful  George  III.  and  the  saving  Queen 
Charlotte,  it  must  be  admitted  that  the  anecdote  had  a  true  point. 
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inconsiderable — was  absolutely  noibing  compared 
with  what  had  been  dispensed  in  that  way,  under 
the  same  influences  and  through  the  same  medium, 
in  former  times  ;  and,  although  some  of  the  appoint¬ 
ments  were  bestowed  on  improper  persons  (thus 
hi  rs.  Clarke’s  foot-boy  had  got  a  commission  in 
the  army  as  well  as  her  brother),  this  was  certainly 
not  the  general  rule,  and  there  were  two  or  three 
cases  in  which  the  prevailing  mistress,  who  had 
her  generous  qualities  too,  had  successfully  exerted 
herself  in  behalf  of  meritorious  individuals  who  did 
honour  to  the  service,  and  who,  being  in  distressed 
circumstances  at  the  time,  could  not  have  paid  her 
for  the  commissions  or  places  she  procured  them. 

Tlie  defenders  of  the  duke  were,  for  the  most 
part,  though  not  entirely,  members  of  the  present 
administration,  and  crown  lawyers;  while  on  the 
opposite  side  were  many  of  the  so-called  indepen¬ 
dent  members,  who  were  not  habitual  opposition¬ 
ists,  and  who  assumed  on  all  occasions  the  merit 
of  voting  solely  and  simply  according  to  the  dic¬ 
tates  of  their  judgment  and  conscience.  Among 
these  was  Wilberforce,  the  warmth  of  whose  moral 
and  religious  feelings  seems  to  have  prevented  hinr 
from  carefully  examining  the  question,  so  as  to 
ascertain  on  what  points  the  duke  was  culpable 
and  on  what  perfectly  innocent.  He  spoke  several 
times,  and  at  great  length  on  one  occasion,  when 
the  House  grew  impatient  and  hurried  him  to  a 
conclusion.*  He  took,  however,  a  middle  line 
betw  een  the  leniency  of  his  friend,  Spencer  Perce¬ 
val,  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  and  the  Spartan 
severity  of  Colonel  Wardle.  His  friends  told  him 
that  his  speech  made  a  great  moral  impression  in 
the  country;  and  that  the  Duke  of  Cumberland, 
the  king,  and  all  the  royal  family  were  extremely 
angry  at  him  ;  and,  as  Wilberforce,  perhaps 
unknown  to  himself,  loved  the  breath  of  popularity, 
and  prided  himself  in  little  martyrdoms  for  con¬ 
science  sake,  he  must  have  been  doubly  gratified 
by  this  information.  Testimonials  of  the  highest 
value,  as  coming  from  the  most  competent  judges, 
continued,  however,  to  be  given  to  the  Duke  of 
York’s  general  management  of  affairs  at  the  Horse 
Guards;  and  it  was  cogently  urged  that  the 
numerous  improvements  which  he  had  introduced 
into  the  army,  and  the  point  of  excellence  to  which 
the  army  had  attained  since  he  had  been  its  com¬ 
mander-in-chief,  ought  to  cover  and  wipe  away  a 
few  petty  irregularities  and  peccadilloes.  It  might 
be  proved  that  the  duke  had  his  weaknesses,  and 
had,  in  some  instances,  yielded  to  a  most  artful  and 
fascinating  woman  ;  but  no  one  could  disprove  the 

*  Wilberforce  s.ii<I,  with  some  point,  th.it  it  was  not  at  a  time  like 
tlie  present,  when  all  the  continental  ntitions  were  broken  down  by 
Uie  arrnies  of  France,  that  this  coniitry  shoiihl  liave  a  commander- 
in-chiet  liable  to  bo  blinded  and  dnjied  by  a  worn m  !  “  lloinipirto 

sneewded  as  much  by  intrit;ne  as  by  open  force,  and,  if  he  fonii.i 
that  we  had  it  commander  in-chief  who  was  duped  by  his  mistress,  it 
wonld  be  easy  for  him  to  ftain  an  ascendancy  over  silch  a  woman,  in 
order  to  command  tlie  mo.st  important  secrets  of  the  state.  I!ona]iarle 
could  easily  brine  over  such  a  woman,  not  only  for  a  sum  of  monev, 
bnt  by  promisini;  to  m.ike  a  duc/iess  or  a  princess  of  her  !  This  was  ii 
t;ame  he  had  played  before  now;  and  the  more  innocent  and  the 
more  nnsnsirectin^  the  Duke  of  York  might  be  the  greater  wonld  be 
the  datiger  if  the  enemy  could  liud  out  auybody  that  had  such  influ¬ 
ence  over  him." 
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facts  that  he  had  been  assiduous  in  his  attention 
to  the  business  of  the  army,  and  that  he  had 
proved  himself  to  be  a  good  man  of  business. 
The  army  had  never  had  a  commander-in-chief 
with  whom  it  was  so  well  satisfied,  or  to  whom  it 
was  so  much  attached  : — take  common  soldiers, 
as  w'ell  as  officers  of  every  class,  and  these  feelings 
of  satisfaction  and  attachment  would  be  found  in 
immense  majorities.  Such  were  the  best  argu¬ 
ments  used  in  the  duke’s  defence,  and  the  truths 
on  which  they  rest  remain  indisputable.  After 
much  consideration  on  the  mode  of  coming  to  a 
decision,  three  different  determinations  remained  for 
the  choice  of  the  House: — I.  The  administration 
proposed  to  acquit  the  duke  entirely  on  all  the 
charges  : — 2.  Wardle,  Lord  Folkestone,  Burdett, 
Whitbread,  and  their  friends  proposed  that  the 
duke’s  knowledge  of,  and  connivance  at,  the  cor¬ 
rupt  practices  which  had  been  proved  to  exist 
should  be  admitted,  or  held  by  implication,  as 
substantiated  by  the  evidence,  and  that  the  House 
should  suggest  to  his  majesty  the  propriety  of 
the  duke’s  immediate  removal  from  office:  —  3. 
Mr.  Bankes,  supported  by  Wilberforce,  Thornton, 
and  all  that  party,  would  acquit  the  duke  of  all 
personal  corruption  ;  but,  assuming  that  he  could 
not  have  been  wholly  ignorant  of  some  of  the 
abuses,  they  were  of  opinion  that  the  command  of 
the  army  could  not  with  propriety  be  continued 
to  him.  On  the  15th  of  March,  or  rather  on 
the  1 6th  (for  the  House  sat  through  the  night 
until  six  o’clock  in  the  morning)  there  was  a  divi¬ 
sion  on  the  question  whether  the  mode  of  pro¬ 
ceeding  should  be  by  address  or  by  resolution. 
Ministers  were  very  anxious  to  exclude  the  medium 
of  address ;  and  the  proceeding  by  resolution  was 
carried  by  29-1  against  199.  The  House  then  di¬ 
vided  upon  Wardle’s  motion,  containing  a  direct 
inculpation  of  the  duke,  which  was  negatived  by 
364  against  123,  for  many  who  allowed  the  minor 
offences  would  not  admit  the  major.  On  the  I7th 
of  March  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  recom¬ 
mended  the  first  of  the  three  determinations, 
moving,  “  That  the  House,  having  examined  the 
evidence  in  the  investigation  on  the  Duke  of  York’s 
conduct,  and  having  found  that  personal  corruption 
and  connivance  at  corruption  have  been  imputed 
to  him,  are  of  opinion  that  the  imputation  is  wholly 
without  foundation.”  The  so-called  independent 
members,  who  took  the  middle  course  with  Bankes 
and  Wilberforce,  kept  aloof ;  but  Perceval’s  motion 
was  nevertheless  carried  by  278  against  196.  This 
was  only  a  majority  of  82 ;  but  before  dividing 
upon  Perceval’s  resolution  tlie  House  had  divided 
upon  an  amendment,  moved  by  Sir  T.  Turton, 
which  went  to  charge  the  duke  with  having  know¬ 
ledge  of  all  the  corruption  which  had  been  disclosed, 
and,  as  upon  this  point  the  independent  or  middle 
party  voted  with  ministers,  the  said  amendment 
had  been  rejected  by  a  majority  of  200  all  but  one, 
the  numbers  having  been  334  against  133.  It 
was  now  five  o’clock  on  Saturday  morning  the  19th 
of  March,  and  the  House  adjourned  till  Monday 
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tlie  21st.  On  their  next  meeting  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer  informed  them,  that  on  the  Saturday 
morning,  as  soon  as  their  decision  had  been  made 
known  to  him,  the  Duke  of  York  had  waited  upon 
the  king,  and  tendered  his  resignation,  which  had 
been  accepted.*  The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
added  that,  having  made  this  communication,  he 
left  it  to  the  House  without  comment — that  whether 
it  did  not  render  any  further  proceeding  unneces¬ 
sary  was  for  Mr.  Bathurst  and  the  House  to  deter¬ 
mine.  Mr.  Bathurst,  still  thinking  it  the  duty  of 
the  Commons  to  insert  in  their  journals  such  a 
decision  as  should  contain  both  example  and  admo¬ 
nition,  persisted  in  moving  a  resolution  to  this 
effect,  of  which  he  had  before  given  notice.  Lord 
Althorpe,  though  desirous  of  recording  some  con¬ 
demnation  of  the  duke’s  conduct,  differed  from 
hlr.  Bathurst,  and  wished  it  to  be  stated  in  the 
journal  that  the  duke  had  resigned.  This,  his  lord- 
ship  said,  would  bring  the  whole  proceeding  to  its 
proper  close,  and  show  satisfactorily  why  it  M'as 
closed.  Removal  from  office  was  not,  indeed,  a 
constitutional  punishment ;  but  it  would,  in  this 
case,  be  so  far  effective  as  to  preclude  the  possibi¬ 
lity  of  the  royal  duke  being  ever  re-appointed  to  a 
situation  which  he  had  proved  himself  so  incompe¬ 
tent  to  fill.  He  had  lost  the  confidence  of  the 
country  for  ever,  and  must,  therefore,  abandon  all 
hope  of  ever  returning  to  that  situation.  Lord  Al¬ 
thorpe  concluded  with  moving,  that,  his  royal  high¬ 
ness  liaving  resigned,  the  House  does  not  ?ioto  think 
it  necessary  to  proceed  any  farther  in  consideration 
of  the  evidence.  Perceval  replied,  that,  after  the 
House  had  negatived  the  charges,  it  would  be  un¬ 
just,  it  would  be  monstrous,  thus  to  reserve  to 
themselves  the  right  of  reviving  the  proceedings 
against  his  royal  highness  at  any  future  period ; 
and  he  moved  as  an  amendment  that  Lord  Al- 
thorpe’s  word  “now”  should  be  expunged.  This 
was  carried  by  a  majority  of  123;  the  numbers 
voting  being  235  against  1 1 2.  Mr.  Bathurst’s 
admonitory  resolution  was  then  negatived  without 
a  division. 

Thus  terminated  a  discussion  which  occupied 
nearly  a  third  of  the  whole  session,  to  the  grievous 
interruption  of  public  business,  and  the  more  grie¬ 
vous  excitement  of  the  people.  The  affair,  how¬ 
ever,  was  not  without  its  beneficial  results.  A 
striking  proof  was  given  to  the  world  that,  under 
our  constitution,  no  rank,  however  elevated,  could 
shelter  abuses  from  detection,  or  screen  those  con¬ 
cerned  in  them  from  the  effects  of  public  displea¬ 
sure.  The  king’s  second  and  flivourite  son,  a  prince 
so  near  the  throne  himself,  had  been  driven  from 

•  The  Duke  of  York  hadsaiil  to  his  father,  that,  the  House  of  Com¬ 
mon*  havin’^  passed  a  icsolutioii  declaratory  of  his  innoceuce,  he 
m.ght  uow  approach  his  maje^ty  and  tender  his  resignation,  as  he 
could  no  lon^ijcr  be  suspected  of  actin^from  any  appreln'nsion  of  the 
result  of  the  parliamentary  investigation,  nor  be  accused  of  having 
shrunk  from  an  inquiry  which,  painful  as  it  had  been,  lie  had  met 
with  a  patience  and  firmness  whicli  could  have  arisen  only  from  con¬ 
scious  innocence; — that  he  must  quit  willi  sincere  regret  a  situation  in 
which  his  majesty’s  confidence  and  partiality  had  placed  him,  and 
the  duties  of  wliich  it  had  been  his  anxious  study  and  pride,  during 
fourteen  years,  to  discharge  w  itli  integrity  and  fulelity ;  whether  he 
might  he  alloweil  to  add  with  advantage  to  the  service  Ids  majesty  was 
best  able  to  decide.  * 
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office  by  a  member  of  the  House  of  Commons  who 
was  unheard  of  before  this  transaction,  and  who 
possessed  neither  the  influence  of  character  nor  the 
influence  of  talent.  It  had  been  proved  to  the 
conviction  of  the  country  that  the  Duke  of  York 
was  so  far  culpable  as  to  render  his  resignation 
proper;  that  resignation  had  taken  place  incon¬ 
sequence,  and  public  opinion  had  thus  obtained  a 
most  signal  triumph.  Where  the  duke  had  thus 
incurred  punishment  and  disgrace  individuals  of 
less  rank  and  influence  could  not  expect  that 
their  official  delinquencies  or  irregularities  should 
escape ;  the  fate  of  the  prince  was  an  example 
and  admonition  not  easily  to  he  forgotten.  Until 
the  time  when  there  will  be  no  more  war,  and 
when  men  will  no  more  want  commissions  in 
armies,  or  profitable  places  under  government,  it 
will  be  in  vain  to  expect  perfection  in  anything,  vain 
to  hope  that  the  distributors  of  patronage  will  not 
occasionally  yield  to  favouritism  and  other  influ¬ 
ences,  besides  that  great  parliamentary  influence 
over  appointments  which — fatal  as  it  often  is — can 
hardly  be  destroyed  without  destroying  the  consti¬ 
tution.  [And,  were  we  to  destroy  the  British  con¬ 
stitution  to-morrow  by  thoroughly  democratizing  it, 
we  have  the  melancholy  example  of  the  United 
States  of  America  to  convince  us  that  democracy  is 
no  protection  against  such  abuses — that  there  is 
more  jobbing  and  dirty  work  in  one  State  of  the 
Union  than  in  all  Downing-street  and  Whitehall.]* 
But,  notwithstanding  the  occasional  interference 
of  friends,  wives,  sisters,  cousins,  and  other  con¬ 
nexions,  which  may  possibly  be  as  mischievous 
though  less  indecorous  than  that  of  a  mistress,  we 
believe  it  is  admitted,  by  all  candid  and  properly 
informed  persons,  that  since  the  investigation  in 
1809,  patronage  at  the  Horse-guards,  as  well  as  in 
the  other  offices  of  government,  has  been  distri¬ 
buted  with  more  attention  to  the  public  service  than 
at  any  time  preceding  that  inquiry. 

It  had  been  hoped,  on  the  resignation  of  the 
Duke  of  York,  that  the  system  of  the  Admiralty 
would  be  adopted  at  the  War-office,  and  that  the 
office  of  commander-in-chief  would  be  put  in  com¬ 
mission.  Tliis  had  been  the  more  confidently  ex¬ 
pected  as  it  would  make  several  places,  instead  of 
one,  and  so  far  tend  to  increase  the  patronage  of 
government.  But,  to  the  disappointment  of  sundry 
expectants,  ministers  made  no  alteration  in  the 
existing  system,  and  that  worthy  but  old  and  pe¬ 
dantic  and  worn-out  officer,  Lieutenant-General  Sir 
David  Dundas,  was  appointed  to  succeed  his  royal 
highness.  The  army  felt  that  it  had  sustained  a 
grievous  loss  by  tins  change,  and  before  old  Sir 
David  had  presided  six  months  at  the  Horse-guards 
there  was  a  universal  clamour  against  him. 

In  the  course  of  the  session  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  sale  and  brokerage  of  offices.  He  ob¬ 
served,  that  the  practices  lately  disclosed  consisted 

*  See  for  confirmation  the  extracts  from  the  Correspondence  of  Lord 
Sydenham  (I’oulctt  Thomson),  in  the  Memoir  of  liis  Life  recently 
published  by  bis  lirother. 
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not  in  the  sale  of  offices  by  those  who  had  the 
power  to  give  them,  but  in  the  arts  of  those  who 
pretended  to  possess  an  influence  over  such  per¬ 
sons.  TIis  object,  therefore,  was  to  make  it  highly 
penal  to  solicit  money  for  procuring  government 
offices,  or  to  circulate  ^advertisements  with  that 
view.  Leave  being  given,  the  bill  was  brought  in, 
and,  before  the  end  of  the  session,  it  was  passed 
into  a  law. 

The  commissioners  of  naval  inquiry  and  revi¬ 
sion  presented  another  report,  which  brought  to 
light  many  mOre  abuses  in  that  department.  The 
commissioners',  of  military  inquiry,  who  also  con¬ 
tinued  their  labours,  presented  several  very  signifi¬ 
cant  reports,  showing  that  large  sums  of  money, 
and  large  powers  in  money-transactions,  had  often 
been  intrusted  to  various  persons  without  the  ne¬ 
cessary  securities,  checks,  and  precautions ;  that  in 
the  West  Indies  a  regular  and  unchecked  system 
of  peculation  had  been  carried  on  in  the  most 
unblushing  manner ;  that  the  paymasters,  the 
agents  of  the  commissary-general,  and  others  in 
our  West  India  islands,  had  been  in  the  habit  of 
committing  great  frauds,  &c.  It  is  to  be  observed 
that  these  denunciations  w'ere  almost  entirely 
retrospective,  referring  to  transactions  which  had 
passed  many  years  ago.  The  evils  appear  to  have 
originated  principally  in  the  unsystematic,  slovenly 
way  of  keeping  the  public  accounts. 

It  had  been  for  some  time  reported  by  the  op¬ 
position  that  government  had  made,  and  was  still 
making,  a  regular  traffic  in  East  India  appoint¬ 
ments.  A  select  committee  of  the  House  of  Com¬ 
mons  was  nominated  to  inc[uire  into  the  existence 
of  any  corrupt  practices  in  regard  to  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  writers  or  cadets  in  the  service  of  the 
East  India  Company ;  and  this  committee  re¬ 
ported  that  it  appeared  that  a  very  great  number 
of  such  places  had  been  disposed  of  in  an  illegal 
manner.  In  the  course  of  the  examinations  it 
was  discovered  that  Lord  Castlereagh,  as  president 
of  the  board  of  control,  had  placed  a  writership  at 
the  disposal  of  his  friend  Lord  Clancarty,  which 
writership  Clancarty  was  to  give  to  one  Mr. 
Reding,  as  the  price  of  a  scat  in  Parliament  for 
himself  (Clancarty),  the  said  Mr.  Reding,  a  regu¬ 
lar  dealer  in  contraband  promotions,  meaning  to 
sell  this  writership  for  3000  guineas.  This  ne¬ 
gotiation  being  disclosed  to  the  House,  Lord  Archi¬ 
bald  Hamilton,  on  the  25th  of  April,  moved,  that 
Lord  Castlereagh  had  been  guilty  of  a  violation  of 
his  duty,  of  an  abuse  of  his  influence  and  autho¬ 
rity  as  president  of  the  board  of  control,  and  also  of 
an  attack  upon  the  purity  and  constitution  of  ])ar- 
liament.  Lord  Castlcreagh’s  defence  was,  that 
w'hcn  this  transaction  took  place  he  had  no  notion 
that  such  a  person  existed  as  a  trafficking  broker 
for  places ;  that  Reding  had  represented  to  him 
that  a  member  of  the  House  of  Commons,  who  in¬ 
tended  to  vacate  his  seat,  had  a  nephew’  whom  he 
wislied  to  send  out  to  Iiulia  as  a  writer,  and  would 
favour  the  election  of  any  friend  of  his.  “  I  per¬ 
ceived,”  said  his  lordship,  “  no  impropriety  in  the 
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case,  CQ?isideriiig  it  iicrfectly  fair  for  one  friend  to 
serve  another  at  an  election.  When  I  placed  the 
writership  at  Lord  Clancarty’s  disposal,  I  had  no 
other  view  than  to  serve  my  friend,  and  had  no 
hesitation  to  give  a  writership  to  the  son  or  nephew 
of  any  respectable  gentleman  who  could  promote 
that  view,  particularly  as  I  was  myself  to  deter¬ 
mine  whether  the  party  recommended  for  the 
writership  was  eligible.  In  my  opinion,  no  turpi¬ 
tude  attaches  to  the  transaction.”  Lord  Castle¬ 
reagh  then  modestly  bowed  and  withdrew  from  the 
House.*  Lord  Binning  insisted  that  there  was 
no  corrupt  design  in  the  transaction,  and  moved 
the  order  of  the  day.  Mr.  Croker  supported  the 
motion,  saying  that  in  this  case  there  really  ex¬ 
isted  nothing  but  a  parliamentary  difficulty ;  that 
the  thing  had  become  familiar  by  custom,  and 
could  only  be  considered  as  a  venial  offence.  The 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  and  Mr.  Manners 
Sutton  argued  that,  as  the  whole  case  rested  in  a 
mere  intention  : — as  nothing  had  taken  effect — as 
no  bargain  had  been  concluded — as  no  privilege  had 
been  violated, — therefore  no  further  proceeding 
was  necessary.  On  the  other  hand,  hlr.  C.  W. 
Wynne  maintained,  that,  if  the  negotiation  had 
failed,  it  was  not  from  any  W'ant  of  inclination  in 
Lord  Castlereagh  to  complete  it.  He  knew’,  he 
said,  that  there  w'ere  many  persons  in  the  House 
w  ho  were  disposed  to  argue  that  the  influence^of 
government  over  elections  was  not  injurious,  and 
that  little  disadvantage  resulted  from  the  practice 
of  bribery  ;  but,  for  himself,  he  must  think,  w’hen  a 
case  like  the  present  was  made  out,  they  were 
bound  in  duty  to  follow  the  course  prescribed  by 
law  and  by  act  of  parliament,  whatever  their  pri¬ 
vate  opinions  might  be.  Surely  the  intention 
manifested  and  acknow’ledged  was  sufficient  to 
establish  the  criminality.  Sir  Francis  Burdett 
and  Mr.  W.  Smith  warmly  supported  Lord  Ar¬ 
chibald  Hamilton.  Windham  recommended  a 
middle  course,  saying,  that,  if  the  House  passed 
to  the  order  of  the  day,  as  proposed  by  Lord 
Binning,  it  might  be  regarded  as  an  approbation 
of  the  principle  involved  in  the  proceeding ;  and 
that,  on  the  other  hand,  before  condemning  Lord 
Castlereagh  so  very  violently  as  Lord  Archibald 
Hamilton  proposed  to  do,  they  would  do  well  to 
ask  themselves  w’hether  they  w’ould  hesitate,' for  the 
purpose  of  securing  an  election,  to  recommend  a 
friend  to  government.  Windham  concluded  by 
alluding  to  the  meetings  that  were  holding,  and  to 
the  loud  cry  that  w’as  prevailing  out  of  doors,  for 
parliamentary  reform — for  a  reform  which,  he 
said,  must  inevitably  terminate  in  revolution. 
This  was  calculated  to  alarm  many  who  w’ere  not 
altogether  indisposed  to  mark  wdth  some  cen¬ 
sure  the  conduct  of  Lord  Castlereagh.  Wilber- 

•  lloforo  willulrawing,  liis  I.oi-dsliii)  liowever  niUlcd ; — "  I  luul  no 
snspicidu  ol' tliu  iiniivopi'i' '.motives  I'rom  which  .Mr.Keding  w  as  actin};. 
The  only  ronveisiitiou  Lord  Clancarty  hail  with  him  was  for  the 
]mrpose  of  learning  w  ho  was  the  person  disposed  to  retire  from  parlia¬ 
ment,  and.  finding  that  he  conld  not  ohtain  that  information,  he  broke 
otv  the  business.  It  is  evident,  therefore,  that  the  bartering  of  a  wri¬ 
tership  for  any  corrupt  consideration  was  us  far  from  LordClailcarty's 
mind  as  froni  my  own.” 
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force,  after  being  “  long  doubtfiiL’’  at  last  de¬ 
cided  to  vote  in  favour  of  Castlereagli,  thinking 
it  “  too  severe  to  turn  him  out  for  such  an  of¬ 
fence.”  Some  of  Wilberforce’s  friends,  however, 
took  the  opposite  course.  The  debate  was  con¬ 
cluded  by  Canning,  who  moved,  “  That  it  is  the  duty 
of  the  liouse  to  maintain  a  jealous  guard  over  the 
purity  and  independence  of  parliament;  but  that, 
having  duly  weighed  the  evidence  and  all  the  cir¬ 
cumstances  of  the  present  case,  the  House  does  not 
think  it  necessary  to  come  to  any  criminating  reso¬ 
lution.”  Upon  a  division  Lord  Archibald  Hamil¬ 
ton’s  original  motion  was  negatived  by  216  against 
167.  The  House  then  divided  upon  Canning’s 
motion,  which  was  carried  by  a  majority  of  47.* 

On  the  5th  of  May,  Mr.  Madox,  tlien  a  close 
ally  of  Sir  Francis  Burdelt,  Colonel  Wardle,  and 
other  hot  parliamentary  reformers,  brought  forward 
in  the  house  charges  against  Perceval,  the  chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  exchecprer.  Lord  Castlereagh,  as 
secretary-<at-war,  and  the  Hon.  Flenry  Wellesley, 
brother  to  General  Sir  Arthur,  and  late  secretrry 
of  the  treasury,  of  being  guilty  of  corrupt  and  cri¬ 
minal  practices,  in  order  to  procure  members  to  be 
elected  into  this  parliament.  But  a  few  days  after¬ 
wards,  when  IMadox  moved  criminating  resolutions, 
he  was  out-voted  by  a  majority  of  225  against  85. 
In  the  meantime  Mr.  Curwen  had  (on  the  4th  of 
M  ay)  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  “better 
securing  the  independence  and  purity  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  by  preventing  the  procuring  or  obtaining 
seats  by  corrupt  practices,  and  likewise  more 
effectually  to  prevent  bribery.”  Mr.  Curwen 
made  use  of  some  very  unfortunate  arguments ; 
but  the  leave  he  asked  was  granted,  and  his  bill, 
which  dwelt  in  generalities,  and  which  added  little 
to  the  Grenville  Act  already  existing,  was  carried 
by  a  narrow  majority,  and  became  law — but  not 
until  it  had  been  subjected  to  various  alterations. 

On  the  15lh  of  June,  two  days  after  the  closing 
of  the  discussions  upon  Curwen’s  bill.  Sir  Francis 
Burdett  made  a  motion  for  a  sweeping  parlia¬ 
mentary  reform.  Nearly  all  the  country  gentle¬ 
men  in  the  House  had  left  town,  and  of  the  mem¬ 
bers  that  remained^  but  few  were  inclined  to  enter 
upon  this  discussion  at  the  fag  end  of  tlie  session. 
Sir  Francis  had  intended  to  make  his  motion  the 
day  before,  but  there  had  not  been  members  enough 
present  to  make  a  House;  and  now',  when  the 
House  divided,  he  found  only  15  to  vote  for  him, 
while  74  voteti  against  him. 

On  the  2 1st  of  June  the  session  was  closed  with 
a  speech  from  the  throne,  again  delivered  by  com¬ 
missioners.  This  speech  dwelt  chiefly  upon  the 
determined  and  unconquerable  resistance  of  Spain 
against  the  usurpation  and  tyranny  of  the  French 

*  Aftvr  this,  Mr.  C.  M'.  M's  nno  proposed  1 1  add  to  Caiiiiin^^'s  resolu¬ 
tion  words  lo  tills  cnecl:— 'lhal  the  House  is  confirmed  in  its  opi¬ 
nion,  that  it  is  unnecessary  to  proceed  further  in  the  case,  trom  the 
openness  which  Lord  Castlcrea^di  has  displayed,  and  thereuret  which 
in*  has  expressed  for  his  conduct.”  This  w  as  negatived  w  ithout  a  di¬ 
vision.  lUit  M’iihcrforco  admitted  the  principle  into  his  Diary,  say¬ 
ing,  a  few  clavs  afterwards,  “The  liurdottites  are  trying  to  stir  up  a 
11. line  aliout  t^istlereaiih  s  not  bein';  amdemued  by  the  Mouse  of 
(’oiv.inonsj  but  he  owned  his  fault  iraukly  and  humbly;  so  did  all 
his  colleagues  ;  and  it  icstcd  in  inleution,  and  ucAer  was  an  act.” 


government,  and  upon  the  splendid  and  important 
successes  which  had  recently  crowned  the  arms  of 
the  Emperor  of  Austria,  under  the  able  and  dis¬ 
tinguished  conduct  of  his  Imperial  Highness  the 
Archduke  Charles. 

The  Austrian  war  operated  as  a  grand  diversion 
likely  to  be  highly  favourable  for  the  Peninsula, 
as  it  distracted  the  attention  of  Bonaparte,  obliged 
liim  to  withdraw  his  Imperial  Guards  from  Spain, 
and  prevented  his  sending  reinforcements  to  that 
country  so  quickly  as  he  would  otherwise  have 
done.  "  The  British  government,  undismayed  by 
the  unfortunate,  hut  not  inglorious  or  discouraging- 
result  of  Sir  John  Moore’s  campaign,  and  un¬ 
deterred  by  the  orators  and  writers  who  represented 
the  attempt  as  the  height  of  madness,  resolved  to 
persevere  in  sending  assistance  to  the  Peninsula, 
and  to  enter  upon  that  war  on  a  larger  and  a  bolder 
scale.  Spain,  at  the  moment,  did  indeed  seem 
prostrate  and  lost ;  and  even  Portugal,  from  which 
the  French  had  been  completely  expelled,  was, 
long  before  the  rising  of  parliament,  re-invaded  by 
an  army  under  Marshal  Soult.  But,  in  a  memo¬ 
randum  dated  on  the  7th  of  March,  Sir  Arthur 
AVellesley,  who  had  well  examined  the  country 
during  his  short  stay  in  it,  delivered  his  decided 
opinion  that  Portugal  might  be  defended,  whatever 
might  he  the  result  of  the  contest  in  Spain ;  and 
that  in  the  meantime  the  measures  adopted  for  the 
defence  of  Portugal  would  be  highly  useful  to  the 
Spaniards  in  their  contest  with  the  French.  His 
notion  was, — that  the  Portuguese  military  establish¬ 
ments  ought,  by  means  of  English  assistance,  to 
be  raised  to  40,000  militia  and  30,000  regular 
troops;  that  the  British  troops  in  the  country 
should  be  raised  to  20,000  infantry,  and  4000  or 
5000  cavalry ;  that  the  rifle  corps  should  be  in¬ 
creased  ;  that  other  choice  infantry  should  he  sent 
out,  together  with  an  additional  corps  of  artillery 
and  more  ordnance  ;  that,  even  if  Spain  should  be 
conquered,  the  French  would  not  he  able  to  over¬ 
run  Portugal  with  a  smaller  force  than  100,000 
men ;  and  that,  as  long  as  the  contest  should  con¬ 
tinue  in  Spain,  the  united  British  and  Portuguese 
force,  if  it  could  be  put  in  a  state  of  activity,  would 
be  highly  useful  to  the  Spaniards,  and  might 
eventually  decide  the  contest* 

*  III  this  roniEirkfiblG  document)  siiort  ns  it  Is,  neaily  cvorytliing' 
is  foreseen  and  provided  for.  Sir  Arthur  knew  how  tlie  Spanisii 
iuntas  iiiid  misapplied  the  money  which  Great  Britain  liad  sent ; 
and  therefore,  he  recomniouds  that  tlie  l‘..iij;Usli  ambassador  at 
Lislion  shall  be  empowered  to  give  or  withhold  such  sums  as  he 
may  think  necessary  for  the  support  of  the  rurtuguese  military 
C'^tabliihracnts  The  Spanish  juntas,  partly  tiirougn  their  omu 

i-norauco  of  Imsiiie.ss,  parilv  thruii!;!!  their  own  corruption,  and  i>artly 
throH<'h  tlie  dinicuHy  of  raisinj;  any  taxes  even  in  the  districts  where 
tlie  I'l-ench  were  not,  had  made  a  terrihlo  jumble  of  the  revenue. 
Sir  Vi  tliiir  recommended  that  the  Eniilisli  ambassador  at  Lisbon  should 
cee  ’that  the  revenues  of  Tortiigal,  whatever  they  might  be,  were  in  the 
fos'  iiutaiiee  applied  to  the  military  establishments  of  the  country, 
and  that  onr  ambassador  should  hav  e  a  complete  control  over  the  mea¬ 
sures  of  the  Portuguese  government.  As  indispensable  parts  of  his 
idan  Sir  Arthur  laid  it  down  that  the  wholoof  the  array  in  Portugal, 
PortiVniese  as  well  as  liiitish,  sJioutd  he  placed  under  the  cuminand  vj 
liritisfi  officers ;  that  the  staff  of  the  army,  the  commissariat  tn  parti¬ 
cular  niust  be  British;  and  that  these  two  departments  must  be  in¬ 
creased  in  proportion  to  the  strength  of  the  whole  army  about  to  net 
ill  I’ortii^al  to  the  mimher  of  detached  posts  it  would  be  necessary  to 
oecupv.  and  w  ith  a  view  to  the  great  difficulties  of  providing  and  dtsUi- 
hutinn  supplies  in  that  country.  But  for  the  care  takm  by  Sir  Arthur 
Wellcslev  of  tho  commissuriut,  which  other  commaudeva  lu-clncf  had 
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There  could  now  scarcely  he  a  doubt  as  to  the 
proper  person  to  be  appointed  to  the  supreme  com¬ 
mand  of  the  armies  in  Portugal.  If  any  such 
doubt  had  lingered,  it  ought  to  have  been  dissi¬ 
pated  by  Sir  Arthur’s  memorandum  of  the  7tli  of 
March,  by  other  suggestions  he  offered  to  ministers 
with  rare  brevity,  clearness,  and  precision,  and  by 
the  concurring  opinion  of  the  best  officers  in  the 
British  army.  Men  as  well  as  officers,  Portu¬ 
guese  as  well  as  British,  called  loudly  for  his 
return  to  the  Peninsula.  In  spite  of  the  very  il¬ 
liberal  and  very  unwise  opposition  of  Lord  Folke¬ 
stone,  and  a  few  other  individuals  of  that  party,  votes 
of  thanks  to  Sir  Arthur,  and  a  resolution  in  appro¬ 
bation  of  the  gallant  conduct  of  the  non-commis¬ 
sioned  officers  and  privates  who  had  fought  at 
Roli(^a  and  Vimeiro,  were  passed  by  both  Houses 
in  the  month  of  February.  Towards  the  end  of 
jMarch,  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley,  having  previously 
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resigned  his  office  of  secretary  for  Ireland,  as  well 
as  his  seat  in  parliament,  and  having  taken  a  long 
farewell  of  home  politics,  accepted  the  chief  com¬ 
mand  of  the  British  forces  in  the  Peninsula.  On 
the  15th  of  April  he  set  sail  from  Portsmouth  for 
Lisbon  in  the  ‘  Surveillante’  frigate,  which  was  very 
nearly  lost  in  a  storm  at  the  back  of  the  Isle  of 
Wight,  the  night  after  she  quitted  Spithead.*  The 
fleet  having  on  board  his  horses,  two  regiments  of 
heavy  dragoons,  and  some  horses  for  the  artillery, 
sailed  a  few  days  after  him  ;  and  a  regiment  of 
hussars,  the  24th  foot,  and  a  brigade  of  light  in¬ 
fantry,  very  soon  followed.  On  the  22nd  of  April 
he  arrived  safely  at  I^isbon,  and  took  the  command 
of  the  army,  which  had  now  been  left  for  some 
time  in  the  hands  of  Sir  J.  Cradock.  Almost  as 
soon  as  he  arrived,  he  said  he  thought  that  Mar¬ 
shal  Soult  would  not  remain  long  in  Portugal. 

Soult,  after  the  capitulation  of  the  Spaniards  at 


Lisbon, 


Coruna,  had  obtained  easy  possession  of  Ferrol, 
Bilboa,  and  all  the  most  important  places  on  the 
northern  coast  of  Spain.  Then  he  had  proceeded 
towards  Portugal,  and,  having  entered  that  country 
by  Braga,  he  had  taken  possession  of  Oporto  on 
the  29th  of  March,  after  a  spiritless  resistance  of 

been  accustomed  woofully  to  neglect,  or  to  leave  to  tlieir  inferiors— 
tbinkiri);  barrels  of  salt  pork  and  bat's  of  biscuits  nnwortby  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  well-bred  (;ontlemen  and  galbint  soldiers— but  for  the  icforms 
be  gradually  introduced  into  our  un-systematised  commissariat  de¬ 
partment,  there  would  have  been  no  such  glorious  victories  as  Sa- 
l.imanca,  Vitoria,  and  Toulouse;  but  the  British  army  would  hate 
lieeu  wasted  away  by  famine,  and  driven  from  the  I’eninsula  with 
uist^ractf. 

Por  iIh?  rest  of  thi*  rnemoraniliim  oii  tho  defenco  of  LortiP'ul.  seo 
Colonel  Ciurwood,  V\\  Uiiii{tou  Dispatches. 


only  two  days.  Upon  the  rajtid  advance  of  Soult 
Sir  J.  Cradock  had  concentrated  his  forces  for  the 
defence  of  Lisbon.  There  were  other  discourag¬ 
ing  circumstances  :  the  French  had  reduced  many 
towns  and  distriets  on  the  east  of  the  Ebro ;  Zara¬ 
goza,  a  second  time  besieged,  was  not  so  valorous 
or  so  fortunate  as  in  1808,  but  had  been  obliged  to 
surrender  at  discretion  on  the  14th  of  F’ebruary  ; 
and,  what  was  gloomiest  of  all,  the  Spaniards  at 
Madrid,  and  in  many  other  large  cities  and  dis¬ 
tricts,  seemed  to  be  quietly  resigning  themselves 
to  the^dominion  of  King  Joseph.  Still,  however, 
*  Noto.by  Colonel  Uurwood,  in  Disiutches. 
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there  were  some  brighter  glimpses — some  few  in¬ 
dications  of  Spanish  patriotism  and  resolution  :  for 
no  sooner  had  Soult  evacuated  Galicia  than  the 
people  rose  in  arms,  and  several  places  in  the 
Asturias  and  in  the  Biscayan  provinces  had  been 
re-taken  by  the  patriots.  Moreover,  in  Portugal, 
a  body  of  Portuguese  regulars  had  been  admirably 
disciplined  in  the  English  manner  by  General 
Beresford,  to  whom  the  Prince  Regent  of  Portugal 
had  given  the  chief  command  of  all  his  troops. 
Beresford’s  Portuguese,  being  added  to  the  British 
reinforcements,  enabled  Sir  Arthur  to  take  the 
field  with  an  army  of  about  25,000  men.  His  first 
business  was  to  dislodge  Soult  from  Oporto ;  and 
to  this  end,  and  after  leaving  a  division  on  the 
Tagus  to  guard  the  eastern  frontiers  against  the 
French  division  or  corps  of  Victor,  stationed  in 
Spanish  Estremadura,  he  quitted  Lisbon,  on  the 
28th  of  April,  for  Coimbra.  Having  collected  his 
forces  at  Coimbra,  he  moved,  on  the  9th  of  May, 
in  the  direction  of  Oporto,  driving  back  all  the 
French  who  had  advanced  south  of  the  Douro.* 
By  the  11th  he  occupied  the  southern  bank  of 
that  river  opposite  the  town  of  Oporto.  The 
French  had  destroyed  the  bridges  and  removed  the 
boats  to  their  ow'ii  side;  and  Soult  was  preparing 
to  retire  leisurely  by  the  road  to  Galicia.  But 
Wellesley  determined  that  the  Marshal’s  retreat 
should  not  be  quite  so  comfortable :  he  sent 
General  Murray  with  a  brigade  to  pass  the  Douro, 
about  four  miles  above  Oporto,  whilst  the  brigade 
of  guards  was  directed  to  cross  the  river  at  the 
suburb  of  Villanova,  and  the  main  l)ody,  under 
Wellesley’s  own  eye,  was  to  attempt  a  passage  in 
the  centre,  by  means  of  any  boats  that  they  could 
find,  just  above  the  town.  The  Douro  at  this  part 
is  very  rapid,  and  nearly  three  hundred  yards  wide. 
The  ground  on  the  left  l)ank,  or  English  side  of  the 
river,  was  protected  and  commancled  by  some 
cannon  placed  on  the  height  of  the  Serra  convent 
at  Vdlanova;  and  there  appeared  to  be  a  good 
position  for  our  troops  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
river,  till  they  should  be  collected  in  sufficient 
numbers.  The  enemy  took  no  notice  of  the  col'ect- 
ing  of  boats  by  the  English,  or  of  the  embarkation 
of  our  troops,  till  after  the  first  battalion  (the 
Buffs)  were  landed,  and  had  taken  up  their  se¬ 
lected  position,  on  the  opposite  bank,  under  the 
command  of  Major-General  the  Honourable  Sir 
E.  Paget.')'  The  French  then  made  a  most  fu¬ 
rious  attack,  which  they  continued  for  about  two 

%  •.We  liave  DO  room  for  details  of  minor  engtigements  ;  but  in  tliis 
advance  there  were  two  aflairs  of  some  importance.  On  the  10th  of 
May  Sir  Artliur  attempted  to  surprise  the  Frencii  cavalry  whicli  had 
crossed  the  Douro  ;  and,  although  the  surprise  failed,  several  advan¬ 
tages  were  gained  in  the  field,  and  one  piece  of  cannon  was  taken. 
The  Portuguese  riflemen,  and  the  Portuguese  students,  who  had 
volunteered  into  the  army,  behaved  remarkably  well.  On  the  11th 
of  May  the  French  gave  him  a  field-day.  His  advanced  guard,  con¬ 
sisting  only  of  the  first  battalion  of  detachments,  two  battalions  of  the 
German  Legion,  and  Colonel  Doyle’s  battalion  of  the  lOth  Portuguese 
regiment,  completely  beat  a  corps  of  about  4000  infantry.  The  Por¬ 
tuguese  troops  again  behaved  remarkably  well.  It  \sas  already  clear 
that,  under  good  British  ofiicers,  full  reliance  might  be  placed  upon 
them.  On  their  retreat  the  French  were  hotly  pursued  by  two  srjua- 
drons  of  dragoons,  led  by  Brigadier  General  the  Honourable  Charles 
Stewart  (now  Marquess  of  Londonderry),  who  destroyed  many,  and 
took  some  prisoners. — Jf’ellingum  Dispatches^ 
t  Brother  to  the  Marquess  of  Anglesey, 
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hours  ;  but  the  Buffs  got  possession  of  an  unfinished 
building  called  the  Seminario,  from  which  nothing 
could  dislodge  them  ;  and,  although  cavalry,  in¬ 
fantry,  and  artillerjq  under  the  command  of  Mar¬ 
shal  Soult  himself,  were  hurled  against  them,  the 
Buffs  most  gallantly  kept  their  position,  till  sup¬ 
ported  successively  by  the  48th  and  66th  regiments, 
belonging  to  the  brigade  of  Major-General  Hdl, 
who  crossed  the  river  in  fine  style,  by  a  Portuguese 
battalion,  and  afterwards  by  the  first  battalion  of 
detachments.  General  Paget  was  wounded  soon 
after  the  French  attack  commenced,  when  the  com¬ 
mand  of  these  troops  devolved  upon  General  Hill.* 
While  Hill  was  maintaining  the  combat  at  the 
Seminario,  and  giving  ample  occupation  to  Soult, 
General  Sherbrooke,  with  the  guards  (one  bri¬ 
gade)  and  the  29th  regiment,  crossed  the  river 
lower  down,  entered  into  the  very  town  of  Oporto, 
amidst  the  acclamations  of  the  inhabitants,  charged 
the  French  through  the  streets,  and  presently  ap¬ 
peared  upon  Souk’s  right  flank.  In  the  meantime 
General  Murray  had  crossed  the  river  at  Avintas, 
about  four  miles  higher  up,  and  the  head  of  his 
column  now  began  to  show  itself  on  the  French 
left.  Soult  instantly  ordered  a  retreat,  which  was 
eft'ected  in  the  utmost  confusion :  he  left  behind 
his  sick  and  wounded,  and  many  prisoners,  be¬ 
sides  artillery  and  ammunition,  and  retired  by 
Amarante,  with  the  intention  of  passing  through 
Tras-os-Montes  into  Spain. 

Thus  the  fair  city  of  Oporto  was  left  in  posses¬ 
sion  of  the  British.  The  passage  of  the  broad 
and  rapid  Douro,  effected  in  broad  day,  with  most 
defective  means  of  transport,  and  in  presence  of  a 
French  marshal  at  the  head  of  10,000  veterans, 
has  been  considered  one  of  AYellington’s  finest 
achievements.  He  liad  lost  only  23  killed  and 
98  wounded.  Souk’s  loss  was  very  large,  and  the 
sick  and  wounded  he  left  in  Oporto  amounted  to 
700. t  On  taking  possession  of  Oporto,  General 
Wellesley  issued  a  very  necessary  proclamation, 
strictly  enjoining  the  inhabitants  to  respect  the 
French  wounded  and  prisoners.  “  I  call  upon 
the  inhabitants  of  Oporto  to  be  merciful  to  the 
wounded  and  prisoners  !  By  the  laws  of  war  they 
are  entitled  to  my  protection,  which  I  am  deler- 
mined_^to  afford  them;  and  it  will  be  worthy  of 
the  generosity  and  bravery  of  the  Portuguese  na¬ 
tion  not  to  revenge  the  injuries  which  have  been 
done  to  them  on  these  unfortunate  persons,  who 
can  only  be  considered  as  instruments  in  the  hands 
of  the  more  powerful,  who  are  still  in  arms  against 
ns.”  He  also  wrote  immediately  to  Marshal  Soult 
to  request  him  to  send  some  French  medical 
officers  to  take  care  of  their  sick  and  wounded,  as 
he  could  not  spare  his  own  army  surgeons,  and  as 
he  did  not  wish  to  trust  to  the  practitioners  of  the 

*  General  Pa^^et,  who  had  behaved  so  nobly  under  Sir  John  Moore, 
lost  his  ri<,dit  arm  at  Oporto. 

f  “  I  cannot  say  too  much  in  favour  of  the  officers  and  troops. 
They  have  marched  in  four  days  over  eighty  miles  of  most  diflicult 
country,  have  gained  many  important  positions,  and  have  engaged 
and  defeated  three  <Ufi’erent  bodies  of  the  enemy’s  troops.” — Sir 
Anhur*s  Dispatch  to  Viscount  Castlereagh^  in  Colonel  Ourwood,  /Velliny- 
ton  Dispatches, 
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town  of  Oporto,  wlio,  whatever  might  be  the 
amount  of  their  humauit}^,  were  certainly  not  dis¬ 
tinguished  by  professional  skill.  He  assured  Soult 
tluit  his  medical  officers  should  be  returned  to  him 
as  soon  as  they  had  cured  the  wounded  ]  and  he 
proposed  a  cartel  or  mutual  exchange  of  prisoners. 
Whatever  Sir  Arthur  could  do  to  diminish  the 
horrors  of  war  was  done,  and  promptly.  We 
lirmly  believe  it  to  have  been  in  the  nature  of  Soult 
to  respond  on  his  part ;  but  it  was  impossible  for 
him  to  subdue  or  control  the  ferocity  of  some  of 
the  troops  that  were  serving  under  him,  and  tliat 
were  driven  frantic  by  tlieir  reverses  and  sufferings, 
and  the  merciless  attacks  of  the  Portuguese  i)ca- 
santry,  which  could  only  be  checked  by  the  imme¬ 
diate  presence  of  British  forces,  who  could  not 
be  everywhere. 

Almost  from  the  first  commencement  of  the 
Spanish  war  there  had  been  murmuring  and  dis¬ 
content  among  the  French  troops,  divisions  and 
jealousies  among  the  superior  officers,  and  intrigues 
which  embraced  a  very  wide  field,  and  which  had 
many  ramifications,  some  of  which  have  never  been 
explained  or  understood  ;  wdiile  some  are  known  to 
have  originated  in  secret  societies.  A  few-  days  be¬ 
fore  gaining  possession  of  O[)orto,  Sir  Arthur  W ellcs- 
Icy  had  obtained  information  from  a  French  ofiiccr, 
or  at  least  an  officer  in  the  French  service  (a  Captain 
. ,  liimself  one  of  the  conspirators),  that  con¬ 
spiracies  existed  in  Soult’s  army.  Tlie  English 
general  did  what  he  was  justified  in  doing  by  the 
law  and  practice  of  war,  and  what  no  belligerent, 


having  the  means,  ever  neglected  to  do.  On  the 

9th  of  May,  Captain  .  was  seized  on  his 

return  to  Oporto,  after  his  last  interview'  with  Sir 
Arthur  Wellesley.  Ilis  papers  were  likewise 
seized,  among  which  were  found  English  pass¬ 
ports,  and  the  captain  could  not  deny  that  he  had 
had  communications  with  the  English  general.  It 
appeared  that  he  had  been  endeavouring  to  gain 

over  the  French  General . .  who,  instead  of 

entering  into  his  views,  revealed  the  secret  to 

Soult.  Captain . .  at  the  persuasion  of  the 

officer  of  gendarmes  who  had  charge  of  him, 
revealed  the  names  of  some  of  his  fellow'-conspira- 
tors,  and  they  were  seized  likewise.  Sir  Arthur 
obtained  the  original  orders  for  their  seizure  and 
confinement  ati  secret.  They  were  all  marched 
away  as  prisoners  after  the  evacuation  of  Oporto. 

But  on  the  13th  of  May,  Captain . .  having 

fired  at  the  oflicer  of  gendarmes  who  had  induced 
him  to  reveal  the  names  of  his  accomplices,  escaped 
and  came  to  Sir  Arthur  in  Oporto.  lie  reported 
that  he  had  escaped  by  the  advice  of  a  colonel  of 
dragoons,  one  of  the  ]>rincipals  of  the  conspiracy, 
who  conceived  that  when  he  should  be  gone  there 
would  be  no  evidence  against  himself.  The  con¬ 
spirators  had  intended  nothing  less  than  to  seize 
Soult,  and  induce  the  other  general  officers  to  lead 
the  army  back  into  France.*  This  Captain . 

*  It  appears  that  Uiis  Captain . first  got  into  commntiieatinn 

witli  Sir  Ai'tlmr  Wellesley  as  early  as  the  SiOth  iif  April,  anil  at  I.ishon, 
to  whieliciiy  he  had  ijune  secretly  with  Major  UoiiKlas,  who  was  ser\- 
iii:,' under  (i'eneral  lli'reslord  In  die  l’ortn>(uesc  army.  11c  inl'ornied 
Sir  Anhiir  tiiat  great  discoutcut  ami  dissatisfaclioa  with  tlio  measiitefl 
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gave  Sir  Arthur  very  important  information  con¬ 
cerning  Soult’s  movements  and  intentions-  he 
showed  him  a  paper  very  ably  drawn  up,  as  he 
said,  by  a  French  officer  of  high  rank,  which 
pointed  out  the  different  lines  of  retreat,  and  the 
line  which  Soult  would  prefer.  He  solemnly 
declared  that  the  conspiracy  in  the  French  army 
still  existed,  and  that,  sooner  or  later,  it  must  burst 
forth  and  fall  heavily  upon  the  head  of  the  usurper; 
and  he  talked  of  the  war  in  Spain  as  being  odious 
to  the  army  and  to  the  whole  French  nation.  Sir 
Arthur  sent  him  to  England  and  profited  by  his 

of  Bonaparte  prevailed  throughout  the  French  army,  and  particularly 
111  tlio  corps  of  Marshal  Soult.  vliich  had  suffere.l,  aud  was  still  suf- 
lenng,  extreme  distress ;  that  a  large  portion  of  tlie  officers  of  Soult’s 
army  were  determined  to  revolt,  and  to  seize  the  general,  together  with 
such  of  his  principal  officers  as  were  supposed  to  be  particularly 
attached  to  the  interests  of  Bonaparte,  if  tliat  army  should  be  so 
pressed  by  the  British  as  to  oblige  Soult  to  concentrate  in  situations 
chosen  with  a  view  to  defence  rather  than  with  a  view  to  the  subsistence 
of  the  French]  troops.  Captain  ....  earnestly  asked  for  passports  for 
himself  and  two  otlier  captains  of  Soult’s  army  to  go  to  France,  where 
they  wished  to  communicate  with  three  general  ollicers  and  with  other 
persons  dissatisfied  with  the  existing  order  of  things.  Sir  Artiiur  com¬ 
municated  with  tlie  British  admiral  and  obtained  the  passports  ena¬ 
bling  the  three  French  captains  to  go  to  France  by  sea.  Sir  Arthur, 
however,  pleilged  himseli  no  further,  telling  the  conspirators  that 
though  he  wished  them  success,  the  line  which  he  w'oiild  take  must 
depend  upon  circumstances.  “Your  lordship,”  said  Sir  Arthur, 
writing  to  Casllereagh,  “  will  observe  that  I  have  not  thought  it 
proper  to  discourage  the  disposition  which  appears  to  prevail 
the  hrench  officers^  at  the  same  time  that  I  have  taken  care  not  only 
not  to  pledge  myself  to  any  particular  line  of  conduct,  but  that  those 
concerned  should  understand  that  I  do  not  consider  myself  pled‘a*d 
by  anytiung  that  has  passed.  Tire  successful  revolt  of  a  French  army 
might  be  attended  by  the  most  extensive  and  important  consequences; 
whereas  their  defeat,  or  what  is  a  more  improbable  event,  their  sur¬ 
render,  would  allcct  only  local  interests  and  objects,  excepting  that 
cither  of  these  events  would  add  to  the  reputation  of  hU  majestv's 
t^yms:'‘^Dis}}aich  dated  Lisbon,  21th  April,  in  Colmcl  Gurwoud,  JVel- 
linpton  Dispatches, 

In  a  more  private  communication  Sir  Arthur  assured  Castlereagh 
that  he  fully  believed  in  the  intention  of  sonie  of  tlie  French  officers 
to  revolt;  that  the  existence  of  this  intention  was  confirmed  in  his 
mind  by  the  recollection  of  what  had  dropped  from  nearlv  every  indi¬ 
vidual  of  Jiuiot’sarmy  with  whom  he  had  conversed  when  in  Portugal 
last  year;  but  that  he  much  doubted  whether  it  would  be  quite°so 
easy  to  carry_  the  intention  successfully  into  execution.  He  added, 
that  he  certainly  should  not  count  upon  or  wait  for  a  levolt,  but  try 
liis  own  means  of  subduing  Soult.  On  his  advance  towards  the  Douro 
Sir  Arthur  saw  the  French  captain  again  by  night,  aud  at  a  bivouac 
fire,  on  the  road  between  Foruos  and  Martede.  He  was  now’ informed 
that  there  were  two  parties  in  Soult’s  army;  one,  determined  to  seize 
liim  at  all  events :  the  other,  who  wished  to  seize  him  only  in  case  of 
his  declaring  himself  Kinp  of  Tuiiugal—a  bold  and  strange  design,  of 
^yhich  btith  Marshalt  Soult  aud  his  predecessor  Junot  were  at  din'ereiit 

times  suspected.  Captain  .  said  that,  if  Soult  could  only  be 

induced  to  declare  himself  king,  the  whole  army  of  La'oorde  aud 
Loisou  w’ould  declare  against  him,  and  lead  thearmi/  back  into  France. 
He  proposed  to  Sir  .\rthur  two  plans :  one,  that  the  English  should 
endeavour  to  draw  Soult  into  a  snare  by  persuading  some  of  the  people 
in  that  part  of  the  country  to  address  him  and  invite  him  to  declare 
himselfking,  and  even  that  Sir  Arthur  himself  should  write  to  tlie 
marshal  to  recommend  the  same  measure,  as  one  most  likely  to  pacify 
Portugal  aud  Spain  the  other  plan  was,  that  Sir  Arthur,  who,  as  yet, 
was  only  at  Coimbra,  should  make  his  dispositions,  aud  attack  Soult 
forthwith.  To  the  first  wild  plan  the  English  general  replied,  that  he 
could  have  nothing  to  do  willi  it,  as  it  must  deprive  him  of  the  confi¬ 
dence  of  the  Portuguese.  With  respect  to  the  attack,  he  told our 
friend  ”  that  he  would  make  it  ns  soon  as  he  could,  but  that  the  time 
must  depend  upon  circumstances. 

According  to  a  French  authority  some  nobles,  burghers,  and  priests 
had,  during  SouU's  residence  in  Oporto,  presented  aildresses  in  their 
own  name  and  in  theuame  of  several  Pnnuguese  towns,  inviting  the 
marshal  to  put  an  end  to  the  troubles  of  the  country  by  declaring 
himself  king  of  it  under  the  (suzerainty  of  the  Emperor  Napoleon*; 
Soult  had  accepted  the  invitation,  with  the  xu'oviso  of  the  emperor’s 
approbation;  the  marshal  addressed  to  his  generals  of  division  a 
printed  proclamation  drawn  up  in  this  sense,  whicli  they  were  requested 
to  put  into  the  order  of  the  day  of  the  array  ;  but  the  generals  refused 
to  do  this,  and  wrote  to  acquaint  Bonaparte,  then  in  Germany,  with 
tliis  curious  intrigue.  According  to  the  same  authority,  the'  officer 
that  communicated  with  Sir  Artlmr  Wellesley  was  the  Adjutant- 
Major  d' Argeiiton  ;  and  the  ensemble  of  the  great  design  of  the  conspi¬ 
rators  was  to  make  all  the  French  troops  in  the  Peninsula  revolt 
against  Bonaparte,  bring  back  (ieiieral  Moreau,  place  him  at  the  head 
of  all  those  crn’ps  rf'nrmcc,  and  then  invade  France  while  Bonaparte 
should  be  contending  on  the  Danube  with  the  Archduke  Charles,  over¬ 
throw  his  throne  and  his  whole  system,  and  erect  a  republic  or  a  free 
constitutional  monarchic  government.— Parlenicntaire  de  la 
Revolution  Francaise* 
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advice.  He  wrote  to  Beresford,  who  was  at  Villa 
Real  Avith  his  Portuguese  corps  —  “  Keep  Villa 
Real,  if  you  can  do  so  with  safety,  and  depend 
upon  my  being  close  upon  the  heels  of  the  French.” 
When  Soult  reached  Amaraute  he  found  that 
General  Loison  had  abandoned  the  bridge  there. 
Thi.s  obliged  him  to  change  his  route,  and,  march¬ 
ing  byGuimaraens  and  Braga,  he  intended  to  make 
for  Salamonde  and  Montealegre,  and  thence  into 
Galicia,  the  part  of  Spain  from  which  he  had 
advanced  in  the  early  spring.  But,  on  the  evening 
of  the  16th  of  May,  he  was  overtaken  on  the  road 
near  Salamonde  by  Sir  Arthur,  vvho  cut  up  his 
rear-guard  and  took  some  prisoners.  A  good  many 
of  the  French  were  killed  and  wounded,  and  a 
great  many  more  of  them  were  lost  in  crossing  a 
narrow  bridge  over  the  Cabado,  in  tlie  dark  and  in 
the  hurry  of  their  flight.  On  our  side  the  Guards 
only  were  engaged.  “We  should  have  had  the 
ivliole  of  Soult’s  rear-guard,”  says  Sir  Artlmr, 
“if  we  had  hut  had  half  an  hour  more  daylight. 
...  .1  shall  follow  him  to-morrow.  .  .  .tie  has  lost 
every  thing — cannon,  ammunition,  baggage,  mili¬ 
tary-chest,  and  his  retreat  is,  in  every  respect,  even 
in  weather,  a  pendarit  for  the  retreat  to  Coruna.” 
Thus  speedily  was  Sir  John  Aloore  avenged  on 
the  French  marshal  who  had  pursued  him.  Soult, 
like  Moore,  had  to  retire  through  a  mountainous 
country  :  he  left  the  road  strewed  with  dead  horses 
and  mules,  and  with  the  bodies  of  French  soldiers, 
who  were  put  to  death  by  the  peasantry  before  the 
advance-guard  of  the  British  could  come  up  and 
save  them.  The  French,  by  their  own  conduct, 
had  provoked  this  merciless  retaliation.  “  Their 
soldiers,”  says  Wellesley,  “have  plundered  and 
murdered  the  peasantry  at  their  pleasure ;  and  I  have 
seen  many  persons  hanging  in  the  trees  by  the 
sides  of  the  road,  executed  for  no  other  reason  that 
I  could  learn,  excepting  that  they  have  not  been 
friendly  to  the  French  invasion  and  usurpation  of 
the  government  of  their  country  ;  and  the  route  of 
their  column  on  their  retreat  could  he  traced  by  the 
smoke  of  the  villages  to  which  they  set  fire.”'*^ 
Tlie  same  horrible  scenes  occurred  in  all  the 
subsequent  retrograde  movements  of  the  French  ; 
the  blessed  fountains  of  mercy  Avere  dried  up 
in  the  invaders  and  in  the  invaded.  ^V’ith  troops 
that  carried  vvith  them  over  the  roughest  roads  ar¬ 
tillery,  baggage,  and  full  equipments.  Sir  Arthur 
could  not  hope  to  come  up  with  Soult  Avitli  an 
army  that  had  lightened  itself  by  throwing  away 
everything,  aud  that  depended  for  its  provisions 
oil  plunder.  He  stopped  his  pursuit  at  Montea¬ 
legre,  a  few  leagues  from  the  frontier  of  Spain, 
across  which  the  French  tied  in  irremediable  dis¬ 
order — in  a  state  so  crippled  that  they  could  do  no 
harm,  and  might  have  been  destroyed  by  Romana, 
if  that  general  had  had  any  force  at  all.  But 
Romana,  M'ho  ought  to  have  met  Soult  on  the 
borders  of  Galicia,  M-as  again  “  nowhere.” 

Sir  Arthur  returned  by  Ruivaes,  Braga,  and 

*  Dispatch  to  Viscount  Castlercash,  ihiteil  Montealegre,  I8II1  May, 
in  Colonel  Gurwooil,  M'ellington  Dispatches. 
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S.  Terso  to  Oporto,  where  he  diligently  applied 
himself  to  the  means  of  improving  the  commis¬ 
sariat;  of  fostering  a  kindly  feeling  between  the 
British  and  Portuguese  officers ;  of  remedying  the 
most  crying  distresses  of  the  Portuguese  people ; 
and  of  obtaining  the  most  accurate  information  as 
to  the  nature  of  the  country  and  the  state  of  the 
roads.  It  was  while  he  was  at  Oporto  that  he 
learned  that  Mr.  Frere  had  been  superseded  by  his 
own  brother  the  Marquess  of  Wellesley,  whose  ap¬ 
pointment  led,  in  course  of  time,  to  very  important 
results.  But  by  the  26th  of  May,  the  greater  part 
of  the  British  troops  bad  crossed  the  Mondego, 
and  all  Sir  Arthur’s  arrangements  were  cornpletecl 
fur  an  advance  into  Spain,  where  he  intended  to 
co-operate  with,  or  at  least  to  receive  some  aid  from. 
General  Cuesta,  who  commanded  the  army  of  Es- 
tremadura,  and  who  was  said  to  have  collected  on 
the  Guadiana  from  40,000  to  50,000  men. 

The  advanced  guard  of  the  British  army 
entered  Spain  by  Zarza-la-Mayor  on  the  2nd 
of  July  ;  and  on  the  8th  Sir  Arthur’s  head¬ 
quarters  were  at  Plasencia.*  He  had  not  come 
into  Spain  quite  so  strong  as  he  could  have 
wished;  but  he  thought  that,  counting  Craufurd’s 
brigade,  which  was  shortly  expected,  he  should 
have  nearly  20,000  rank  and  file  of  infantry,  and 
about  3000  cavalry.  Cuesta  crossed  the  Tagus  by 
the  bridge  of  Almaraz,  and  effected  his  junction 
with  Wellesley  at  Oropesa  on  the  20th  of  July; 
but  the  Spanish  general  was  now  found  to  have  no 
more  than  30,000  men,  and  these  were,  for  the 
must  ])art,  discouraged  by  repeated  defeats,  and 
were  lank,  lean,  and  hungry  besides.  Sir  Arthur, 
who  now  for  the  first  time  saw  a  Spanish  army  in 
the  field,  was  but  little  satisfied  with  what  he  saw  : 
there  was  a  defective  organization,  very  little  dis¬ 
cipline,  and  a  proud  and  bigoted  and  jealous  spirit, 
which  foreboded  no  good  fellowship  with  the  Eng¬ 
lish  soldiery,  who  were,  for  the  far  greater  part, 
Protestants,  and,  as  such,  heretics  in  the  eyes  of  the 
Spaniards.  Beyond  the  quality  of  courage  (and 
that  appears  to  have  had  its  ebbs  and  flows),  Cuesta 
had  none  of  the  qualities  which  constitute  a  general ; 
he  w'as  ignorant,  self-willed,  and  obstinate ;  and, 
although  Wellesley  calls  him  by  no  harsher  name 
than  that  of  “  the  old  gentleman,”  it  is  quite  evi¬ 
dent  that  he  thought  him  an  old  fool.  The  com¬ 
mencement  of  their  intercourse  was  quite  laugh¬ 
able  ;  the  old  Spaniard  received  his  ally  with  great 
etiquette  and  ceremony ;  but  he  would  not  con- 

*  Tbe"encral  was  much  vexed  by  the  delays  and  failures  whicli 
had  impeded  his  marchiru^r.  },aa  expected  to  anivc  in  Spain  ten 
or  twelve  days  earlier,  lie  writes  on  the  27th  of  June  from  Abrantes 
to  Lord  Cnstlerea;.jh, — “  Just  to  show  j'ou  the  uncertainty  of  all  com¬ 
munications  in  this  country,  and  probably  the  dejicitncics  of  our  cum' 
inissariat,  I  shall  mention  that  tlte  monev  which  arrived  on  the  l.Hh 
at  Lihbon,  and  vas  sent  ofl*  immediatelv,  did  not  arrive  here  till  late 
on  the  25ih.  Jt  is  the  same  with  crerythinq  else.  On  the  day  I  deter- 
inined  to  move  into  Spain.  I  ordered  everUhing  that  could  bo  re(iuired 
lor  the  army,  and  1  have  not  ha<i  occasion  to  add  to  or  alter  the  ori¬ 
ginal  order;  yet  the  articles  ordered  arc  not  yet  arrive<l,  notwiih- 
standing  that  there  is  a  water  communication  from  Lisbon,  and  ofTicers 
and  others  come  up  in  five  days.  I  believe  much  of  this  delay  and  failure 
is  to  be  attributed  to  the  ivant  oj  e<t'pertcnce  of  our  commissariat ;  mucli 
to  the  want  of  money,  and  to  our  discredit  in  Portugal,  on  account  of 
our  large  and  long-owed  debts  ;  and  something  to  the  uncertainty  and 
lutural  Uilliculties  of  all  the  conununicalious  in  Portugal.” 


descend  to  speak  French  with  him,  and,  as  Sir  Arthur 
could  not  then  talk  Spanish,  no  conversation  took 
place  between  them.*  All  the  provisions  that 
could  be  procured  in  the  country  were  eaten  up  by 
Cuesta’s  people.  At  times,  when  Cuesta’s  camp 
abounded  with  provisions  and  forage,  the  British 
camp  was  so  ill  supplied  that  the  men  were  reduced 
to  half  rations.  “The  French,”  Wellesley  says, 
“  can  take  what  they  like,  and  will  take  it,  but  we 
cannot  even  buy  common  necessaries.”  In  vain 
appeals  were  made  to  the  Spanish  population,  to  the 
local  authorities,  to  the  juntas ;  Spanish  inertness 
and  prejudice,  and,  in  some  instances,  a  bias  to¬ 
wards  the  French  (for  there  was  now  a  French 
party  in  some  of  the  towns),  all  contributed  to  half 
starve  the  English  army,  which  was  ready  and 
willing  and  able  to  pay  liberally  for  whatever  it 
wanted.  There  was,  too,  a  notion  among  the  vic¬ 
tuallers,  farmers,  and  tradespeople,  that  all  the 
English  were  inordinately  rich,  and  that  it  was 
proper  and  commendable  to  sell  them  the  worst 
meat  and  drink  at  the  highest  possible  prices. 
Between  this  Spanish  greed,  and  the  roguery  of  a 
part  of  our  commissariat — which  was  not  to  be 
cured  and  made  perfect  in  a  day — excessive  prices 
were  paid  for  everything  that  was  supplied  to  the 
army  which  had  come  into  Spain  to  relieve  it  from 
the  heavy  yoke  of  France. 

When  Wellesley  first  began  his  march,  to  enter 
the  country  and  gave,  the  hand  to  Cuesta,  the  French 
forces  were  thus  disposed: — Marshal  Victor,  the 
nearest  to  the  allied  army,  was  in  Estremadura, 
close  to  the  borders  of  Portugal,  with  the  Jlrst 
corps,  numbering  in  the  muster-rolls  35,000  men; 
General  Sebastiani  commanded  the  JburtJi  corps, 
which  was  in  La  Mancha,  and  which  counted  about 
20,000  men  under  arms ;  General  Dessolles,  with 
a  division  of  reserve,  and  some  of  Joseph’s  guards 
(in  all,  15,000  men),  was  at  Madrid,  taking  care 
of  the  intrusive  king ;  Kellermann  and  Bonnet 
were  stationed  in  Old  Castile,  and  on  the  borders 
of  Leon  and  the  Asturias,  with  two  divisions  that 
formed  together  10,000  men  :  (all  these  corps  and 
troops,  forming  a  numerical  total  of  80,000  men, 
were  considered  as  being  immediately  under  the 
command  of  Joseph,  who  knew  not  how  to  com¬ 
mand  a  troop  of  horse  or  a  company  of  foot,  hut 
who  was  aided  and  assisted  by  Marshal  Jourdan). 
Sonlt  had  collected  the  second  corps  in  the  northern 
provinces,  hoping  to  be  able  to  retrace  his  steps 
into  Portugal  with  20,000  men  ;  and  immediately 
dependent  upon  Sonlt  were  Marshal  Mortier  with 
the.  fifth  corps,  16,000  strong,  and  Ney  with  the 
sixth  corps,  which  also  counted  about  16,000  men 
under  arms.  Thus,  Soult’s  force,  in  all,  was  about 
52,000  ;  and  thus,  in  advancing  into  Spain,  Sir 
Arthur,  with  none  to  aid  him  hut  the  “  ol'd  gentle¬ 
man”  and  his  33,000  Spaniards,  might  come  into 
collision  with  132,000  French,  the  total  of  the  two 
armies  of  King  Joseph  and  Marshal  Soult.  But, 
besides  all  this  mighty  array,  there  were  50,000 
Frenchmen  in  Aragon  and  Catalonia,  under  Suchet 
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and  Augercau ;  and  35,000  more  were  scattered 
over  the  surface  of  Spain  to  maintain  j’osts  and 
fortresses,  and  keep  open  the  various  lines  of  com¬ 
munication.  The  principal  fortresses  and  fortified 
towns  in  the  hands  of  the  French  were — 1st,  on 
the  northern  line,  S.  Sebastian,  Pamplona,  Bilbao, 
Santona,  Santander,  Burgos,  Leon,  and  Astorga; 
2nd,  on  the  central  line,  Jaca,  Zaragoza,  Guada- 
laxara,  Toledo,  Segovia,  and  Zamora ;  3rd,  on  the 
eastern  coast,  Fjgueras,  Rosas,  and  Barcelona. 
But,  before  General  Wellesley  entered  Spain,  Soult 
found  it  necessary  to  withdraw  from  Galicia ;  and 
Ney  followed  his  movement,  abandoning  Coruna, 
Imrrol,  &c.  A  disagreement  between  Soult  and 
Ney  (the  French  marshals  and  generals  in  Spain 
were  incessantly  quarrelling,  and  neither  Joseph 
Bonaparte  nor  Jourdan  could  prevent  them,  or 
bring  them  to  any  obedience  of  the  orders  ema¬ 
nating  from  Madrid)  led  to  the  deliverance  of  the 
extensive  province  of  Galicia,  where  the  French 
never  regained  a  footing.  Soult  reached  Zamora 
at  the  beginning  of  July,  or  about  the  same  time 
that  the  English  troops  arrived  at  Zarza-la-Mayor ; 
and  he  kept  there,  or  hovered  about  the  eastern 
frontiers  of  Portugal.  Ney  had  halted  at  Astorga. 
Mortier,  when  advancing  from  Zaragoza  to  Valla¬ 
dolid,  had  received  orders  from  Paris  to  stop.  The 
Catalans  and  Aragonese  w'ere  giving  pretty  full 
employment  to  Augcreau  and  Suchet;  Andalusia 
and  Valencia  were  entirely  free  of  French  troops; 
the  first  of  these  two  provinces  had  nut  yet  been 
touched;  the  second — the  fiercest,  peihaps,  in  all 
Spain — had  driven  away  its  invaders  with  a  terrific 
slaughter.  Some  of  the  French  corps  d'arince 
^  were  suffering  severely  from  privations,  and  from 
endemic  and  other  disorders.  This  was  particu¬ 
larly  the  case  with  the  corps  of  Marshal  Victor, 
who,  on  the  approach  of  the  British,  had  posted 
himself  in  a  rather  low  and  swampy  country  be- 
tw'een  the  Tagus  and  the  Guadiana. 

Sir  Arthur  Wellesley  detached  Sir  Robert  Wil¬ 
son  with  the  Lusitanian  Legion,  a  battalion  of 
Portuguese,  Cacadores,  and  two  Spanish  battalions, 
in  the  direction  of  Madrid;  and,  notwithstanding 
the  immensity  of  the  French  force  which  might  pos¬ 
sibly  have  been  brought  upon  him,  Sir  Robert  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  getting  in  Marshal  Victor’s  rear,  and  in 
reaching  Escalona,  on  the  Alberche,  which  is  only- 
eight  leagues  distant  from  the  Spanish  capital.  In 
this  rapid  advance,  as  in  several  subsequent  move¬ 
ments,  Sir  Robert  Wilson  displayed  very  remark¬ 
able  activity  and  intelligence.  He  led  his  light- 
footed  Portuguese  across  rugged  mountains  without 
roads,  through  labyrinths  of  forests  and  wilds,  and 
across  many  rivers;  and,  whatever  was  the  nature 
of  his  route,  he  was  always  true  to  time.  On  the 
22nd  of  Julv,  the  combined  armies  of  Sir  Arthur 
Wellesley  and  Cuesta  attacked  Marshal  Victor’s 
outposts  at  Talavera,  and  drove  them  in.  The 
French  would  have  suffered  more  than  they  did  if 
old  Cuesta  had  not  thought  fit  to  absent  himself. 
On  the  23rd  the  British  columns  were  again  formed 
for  the  attack  of  the  French  position,  as  Sir  Arthur 
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I  wished  to  beat  Victor  before  he  should  be  joined 
by  Sebastian!,  who  had  moved  from  La  Mancha; 
but  Cuesta  “  contrived  to  lose  the  whole  of  the 
day,  owing  to  the  wdiimsical  perverseness  of  his 
disposition.”*  Thus,  although  the  Spanish  troops 
W'ere  under  arms,  and  the  British  actually  put  m 
march,  nothing  was  done  on  the  23rd ;  and,  at  one 
hour  after  midnight,  IMarshal  Victor  left  Talavera 
to  retreat  to  S.  Olalla,  and  thence  towards  Torrijos, 
to  form  a  junction  with  Sebastian!.  Early  on  the 
24th,  Sir  Arthur  established  his  head-quarters  in 
Talavera.  “I  have  not,”  he  says,  “  been  able  to 
follow  the  enemy  as  I  could  wish,  on  account  of 
the  great  deficiency  in  the  means  of  transport,  and 
owing  to  my  having  found  it  impossihle  to  procure 
ece/i  one  mule  or  a  cart  in  Spain.”-f  He  had 
already  done  enough,  if  advantage  had  been  duly 
taken  of  it  by  the  Spaniards,  to  give  Cuesta  pos¬ 
session  of  the  course  of  the  Tagus,  and  to  open  his 
communication  with  La  Mancha  and  vvith  General 
Venegas,  who  w-as  collecting  a  respectable  corps  in 
the  Sierra  Morena ;  and  this  was  all  that  Sir 
Arthur  had  engaged  to  do.  He  therefore  resolved 
to  enter  into  no  new  operation,  but  rather  to  halt, 
and  even  to  return  to  Portugal,  if  he  should  not 
be  supplied  as  he  ought  to  be.  “  His  Majesty’s 
troops,”  he  adds,  “  have  been  engaged  in  very 
active  operations,  the  success  of  which  depended 
no  less  upon  their  bravery  and  exertions  than 
upon  the  example  they  should  hold  out  and  the 
countenance  they  should  give  to  the  Spanish  troops, 
and  yit  they  have  been  in  actual  want  of  provi¬ 
sions  for  these  last  two  days.  Even  if  1  should 
have  been  willing,  under  such  circumstances,  to 
continue  my  co-operation  with  General  Cuesta,  I 
am  unable  to  do  so  with  any  justice  to  thetroops.”| 
A  great  deal  too  much  has  been  said  in  praise  of 
Spanish  sobriety,  frugality,  and  poAvers  of  absti¬ 
nence  or  fasting.  No  doubt  the  peasantry,  in  the 
genial  climate  of  the  south  of  Spain,  xvill  live  upon 
very  little  rather  than  work  fur  more;  no  doubt 
drunkenness  is  not  the  national  vice ;  and,  speak¬ 
ing  very  generally  (for  some  of  the  most  ravenous 
gluttons  Ave  ever  saw  Avere  Spaniards),  the  people 
of  all  the  provinces  can  live  upon  a  slenderer  diet 
than  the  English ;  but  this  is  in  good  part  OAving 
to  their  doing  infinitely  less  Avork  than  the  English, 

•  Sir  Arthur  AVellcslpy  to  Mr.  Frere. — Iii  the  same  letter  Sir  Arthur 
says — “  Iliad  General  Cuesta  more  and  more  impracticable  every  day. 
It  is  impossible  to  do  business  with  him,  and  very  uncertain  that  any 

(Operation  will  succeed  in  wliich  he  has  any  concern . He 

lias  quarrelled  with  some  of  his  priuci(  al  oflicers ;  and  I  understand 
that  all  are  dissatistied  with  him,” 

f  Dispatch  to  Lord  Castlereagh,  dated  Tala^era  lloyna,  2-rdi 
July. 

J  Id.  Id. — In  the  same  dispatch,  Sir  Arthur  says  to  Lord  Ca.stle- 
reai^h — “I  understand  that  Cuesta  h;is  iirj'cd  the  central  juutii  to 
adopt  vigorous  measures  to  have  our  wants  supplied.  It  is  certain 
that  at  the  present  moment  tlie  people  of  this  part  of  Spain  are  either 
unable  or  unwilling  to  supply  them ;  and  in  either  case,  until  I  am 
supplied,  I  do  not  think  it  \»ropor,  and,  indeed,  I  cannot  continue  my 
operations  in  Spain.  I  ought,  probably,  to  have  stipulated  that 
1  should  be  supplied  with  the  necessary  means  of  transport  bidbrc 
the  army  entered  Spain;  I  did  require  it,  and  I  adopted  the  mea¬ 
sures  necessary  to  procure  those  me.iiis  which  I  conceived  would 
have  answered;  and,  as  I  could  not  engage  to  enter  upon  any 
operations  in  Spain  wlucli  should  not  be  consistent  with  the  defence 
of  Portugal,  I  did  not  think  it  proper  to  make  any  stipulalioii  fortlie 
advantage  of  the  troops,  which  stipulation,  after  all,  did  not  appear 
necessai’y  to  eiiulile  me  to  procure  wliut  1  wauled.” — Colonel  Gurwood, 
IFellingion  Diypatches, 
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and  with  them,  just  as  witli  other  nations,  a  superior 
degree  of  exertion  can  only  be  sustained  by  an  in¬ 
crease  of  aliment.  Poets  and  imaginative  travellers 
had  really  made  some  people  believe  that  the 
Spanish  soldier  could  live  upon  air,  with  merely  a 
whiff  of  tobacco,  and  a  bite  of  garlic  at  intervals. 
Sir  Arthur  Wellesley  knew  better. — “  No  troops,” 
he  tells  his  brother  the  marquess,  “  can  serve  to  any 
good  purpose  unless  they  are  regularly  fed ;  and  it 
is  an  error  to  suppose  that  a  Spaniard,  or  a  man, 
or  animal,  of  any  country,  can  make  an  exertion 
without  food.  In  fact,  the  S])anish  troops  are 
more  clam  orous  fur  their  food,  and  more  exhausted 
if  they  do  not  receive  it  regularly,  than  our  own 
troops  are.’’  * 

When  Sir  Arthur  halted  the  British  troops  at 
Talavera,  Cuesta  seemed  all  of  a  sudden  to  be  in¬ 
vaded  by  an  irrepressible  energy  and  activity;  and, 
with  remarkable  arrogance,  he  singly  dashed  for¬ 
ward  in  pursuit  of  the  French.  His  columns 
passed  the  Alberche  in  rapid  succession,  as  if  they 
were  determined  to  stop  at  nothing  short  of  the  iron 
harrier  of  the  Pyrenees.  Sir  Arthur,  who  could 
scarcely  help  foreseeing  how  all  this  sudden  ardour 
would  end,  recommended  caution  and  circumspec¬ 
tion  to  the  old  gentleman,  and  sent  a  part  of  the 
British  force  some  ten  miles  in  advance  of  Tala¬ 
vera.  The  two  armies  previously  acting  in  concert 
were  now  separated,  the  least  effective  part  being 
in  ])ursuit  of  Marshal  Victor,  and  the  mass  of  the 
British  forces  remaining  perfectly  quiet — “  enjoying 
demi-starvation  upon  the  banks  of  the  Tagus. ”t 
Cuesta  went  blundering  through  S.  Olalla,  and 
rushed  on,  like  a  wild  bull  broke  loose  from  the 
am.phitheatre,  to  Torrijos.  But  here  he  found  the 
rear-guard  of  the  French  marshal,  who  had  been 
joined  by  General  Sebastiani ;  and  the  sting  of  the 
French  tail— Victor’s  rear  at  Torrijos — was  quite 
enough  for  this  disorderly,  ill-commanded  Spanish 
army.  During  the  25th  the  English  heard  nothing 
of  it,  or  of  Cuesta,  but  on  the  following  day  the 
report  of  artillery  in  the  distance  announced  its 
return  towards  Talavera — not  unaccompanied.  Pre¬ 
sently  Spanish  runaways  and  stragglers  passed  to 
the  British  rear ;  and  in  the  course  of  the  afternoon 
and  during  the  night  of  the  2Gth,  the  distant  can¬ 
nonade  having  died  away,  the  greater  pat  t  of  Cues- 
ta’s  army  passed  to  the  rear.  On  the  morning  of 
the  27th  other  battalions  passed  close  by  some  of 
the  British  who  had  bivouacked  in  an  olive  grove — 
battalion  after  battalion  forming  a  continuous  line 
of  march  in  the  same  direction.  From  amidst 
clouds  of  dust,  disorderly  chattering  assemblages  of 
half-clad,  half-armed  men  became  occasionally 
visible;  again,  regiments  marching  in  ])erfect 
order,  cavalry  stall  officers,  bands  of  musicians, 
Hocks  of  sheep,  droves  of  bullocks,  artillery,  cars, 
carriages,  and  wagons  varied  the  confused  and  sin¬ 
gular  scene-t  All  the  information  that  could  be 
obtained  by  the  English  ollicers  from  these  fugi- 

*  U’ttpr,  dated  Stli  August,  \fi09. —  ll/iJ. 

+  Ideuteuaiit-colvuel  Leith  Ilay,  Nurrativo  of  the  reiiinsulat  War, 
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tives  was  that  they  had  been  overpowered  and 
beaten  at  Torrijos,  and  that  the  French,  in  full 
force,  were  following  close  at  their  heels.  The 
latter  part  of  this  information  was  not  riuite  correct, 
for  although  Victer  had  been  joined  by  the  fourth 
corps,  which  Sebastiani  had  brought  up  from  La 
Mancha,  he  deemed  it  prudent  to  wait  a  few  hours 
for  the  arrival  of  Joseph  Bonaparte  and  Marshal 
Jourdan,  who  were  marching  towards  him  with  the 
guards  and  the  garrison  of  Madrid,  and  thus  leaving 
that  capital  exposed  to  Sir  Robert  Wilson  and  his 
rapid  Lusitanians.  It  was  clear,  however,  to  Sir 
Arthur  Wellesley  that  he  would  not  be  allowed  a 
long  repose ;  and  therefore  he  busily  employed 
himself  in  examining  and  strengthening  his  position 
at  Talavera.  Great  was  the  need  he  must  have 
had  at  this  moment  of  activity,  genius,  calmness, 
heroism;  for,  besides  the  great  army  collecting 
in  his  front  under  Victor,  his  old  enemy  Soult,  by 
rapidly  advancing  from  Salamanca,  was  getting  in 
his  rear.  Marshal  Mortier  at  Valladolid  was  pre¬ 
paring  to  follow  Soult,  and  Marshal  Ney,  unknown 
to  the  English  general,  was  hurrying  from  Astorga 
with  the  hope  of  falling  upon  his  left  flank.  Tims 
there  were  more  than  50,000  fighting  Frenchmen 
behind  the  mountains  of  Plasencia  ready  to  act  on 
the  flank  and  rear  of  the  British,  whose  front  was 
threatened  by  at  least  50,000  more.  Sir  Arthur's 
force  in  the  field  did  not  exceed  20,000  men  ;  ful¬ 
some  of  the  battalions  were  still  on  their  march  from 
Lisbon,  and  did  not  come  up  until  after  the  battle 
of  Talavera  had  been  fought,  The  Portuguese 
regular  troops,  under  Beresford,  had  been  left  to 
guard  the  north-east  frontier  of  Portugal,  towards 
Almeida.  There  was  nothing  at  hand  for  the  im¬ 
mediate  support  of  Sir  Arthur’s  20,000  British 
save  the  army  of  Cuesta ;  but  these  30,000  men  had 
already  proved  themselves  worth  very  little  in  the 
field.  General  Venegas  indeed  had  descended  with 
the  Spanish  army  of  Andalusia  from  the  Sierra 
Morena  mountains,  and  had  marched  through  La 
Mancha  upon  Madrid  with  from  20,000  to  25,000 
men  :  but  the  supreme  junta  had  sent  Venegas 
counter-orders  which  had  had  the  efl'ectof  slacken¬ 
ing  his  march.  At  last,  however,  and,  as  it  turned 
out,  at  a  most  opportune  moment,  Venegas,  a  much 
abler  and  more  honest  man  than  any  of  the  junta 
Dons  that  assumed  authority  over  him,  did  make  a 
brilliant  movement,  and  show  himself  on  the  road 
that  leads  to  Aranjuez  and  Madrid  ;  and  it  was 
his  timely  approach  on  that  side  which  induced 
Joseph,  who  liad  now  joined  Victor,  to  engage  Sir 
Arthur  Wellesley  and  Cuesta,  in  order  to  save  Ids 
capital.  If  Joseph  had  kept  the  allies  in  check  at 
Talavera  for  a  few  days  loirger,  Soult’s  arrival  at 
Plasencia  would  have  obliged  the  English  to  retire 
precij)itately  into  Portugal.  But  Joseph  and  his 
adviser  Jourdan,  fearing  that  Venegas  from  the 
south,  and  Sir  Robert  Wilson  from  the  north, 
would  enter  Madrid,  and  seize  the  stores,  the  re¬ 
serves,  the  hospitals,  &c.,  recommended  Marshal 
Victor  to  wait  no  longer,  but  attack  the  allies  in 
front ;  for,  if  Wellesley  were  once  defeated,  Madrid 
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could  very  easily  be  protected  or  recovered,  and 
both  Venegas  and  Wilson,  it  was  thought,  might 
be  enveloped  and  reduced  to  capitulation.  The 
movements  in  Victor’s  army  announced  to  Sir 
Arthur  that  a  battle  was  at  hand.  Ills  greatest 
difficulty  was  in  overruling  the  mulish  obstinacy 
of  the  old  gentleman  ;  but,  at  last,  he  got  Cuesta 
to  consent  to  occupy  the  ground  he  had  selected  for 
him,  which  was  on  the  right  near  the  Tagus,  and 
immediately  in  front  of  the  town  of  Talavera. 
Tliis  was  a  position  in  which  the  Spaniards  could 
scarcely  be  seriously  attacked ;  it  afforded  in 
abundance  those  covers  under  which  they  had 
always  been  found  to  figbt  best ;  the  ground  was 
covered  by  olive-trees,  and  much  intersected  by 
thick  mud  walls  and  ditches  ;  there  was  a  strong 
old  church  with  a  heavy  battery  in  front  of  it,  and 
along  the  whole  line  were  redoubts,  walls,  banks, 
and  abattis,  or  parapets,  made  of  felled  trees.  All 
the  avenues  of  the  towm  were  defended  in  a  similar 
manner.  The  British  infantry,  in  whom  Sir 
Arthur  placed  full  reliance,  occupied  the  left  of  the 
line,  which  was  quite  open  in  front,  but  its  extreme 
left  resteil  upon  a  steep  hill,  which  was  the  key  of 
the  whole  position,  and  'on  w'hich  was  posted  a 
division  of  infantry  under  the  orders  of  Major- 
General  Hill.  The  whole  line  extended  in  length 
about  two  miles.  There  was  some  skirmishing 
and  outpost  fighting  in  the  dark  on  the  night  of  the 
26th.  On  the  27th,  Victor  moved  from  S.  Olalla 
in  full  force,  crossed  the  Alberche,  and  attacked 
two  advanced  British  brigades,  Avhich  fell  back 
steadily  across  the  plain  into  their  assigned  posi¬ 
tions  in  the  line.  This  was  at  about  two  o’clock 
in  the  afternoon.  As  the  day  declined  the  French 
advanced  to  a  general  attack  ;  but  it  was  the  dusk 
of  the  evening  before  Victor  began  by  a  hot  can¬ 
nonade  upon  the  British  left,  and  by  an  attempt 
with  his  cavalry  to  ride  over  the  Spanish  infantry. 
From  the  care  taken  to  cover  their  front,  the  Spa¬ 
niards  were  found  to  be  unapproachable,  and  the 
cavalry  charge  failed  completely.  Early  in  the 
night  Victor  followed  up  his  cannonade  by  pushing 
a  strong  division  along  a  valley  on  the  left  of  the 
height  occupied  by  General  Hill.  The  French 
gained  momentary  possession  of  that  key  to  our 
position ;  but  Hill  almost  instantly  attacked  witli 
the  bayonet,  regained  possession,  and  drove  the 
enemy  down  the  steeps.  Victor  repeated  the  at¬ 
tack  on  this  point,  on  which  everything  depended, 
at  the  dead  of  night ;  but  Hill  was  reinforced.  Sir 
Arthur  himself  rode  to  the  spot,  and  ordered  up 
some  more  artillery  ;  and,  after  another  terrible  con- 
tlict  in  the  dark* — a  darkness  illuminated  only  by 

*  Accoriliiig  to  Colonel  Leith  llay,  tvho  w.as  with  his  regiment  on 
the  top  of  the  liill,  it  was  so  dark  even  wlien  the  first  attack  was  made 
that  tlie  tilase  of  musketry  alone  displayed  the  forms  of  tlie  assaihuits. 
“  A  considerable  body  of  the  French  were  then  in  possession  of  the 
height.  Their  nnmbers  rapidly  increasing,  the  drums  beat  the  pas  do 
charge;  while  at  intervals  voices  were  heard  shouting  in  the  dark, 
some  calling  out  they  were  the  Germau  Legion,  oUiers  not  to  fire. 

. The  leading  company  of  the  gOth  poured  in  a  volley  wlnni 

close  to  the  bayonets  of  the  enemy  ;  the  glorious  cheer  of  British  in¬ 
fantry  accompanied  the  charge,  which  succeeded.  The  rest  of  our 
regiment  arrived  in  rpdek  time,  aud  formed  a  close  column,  which 
speedily  drove  everything  before  it.  The  enemy  was  pushed  down  the 
hill . No  secoud  attempt  was  for  some  lime  made  to  carry 


the  flames  from  the  cannon’s  mouth  and  ihe  blaze 
of  musketry — the  assailants  were  again  hurled 
back  into  the  valley,  and  again  left  the  level  ground 
on  the  hill-top  thickly  strewed  with  dead  bodies 
and  wounded  men.  Repose  and  a  dead  silence 
succeeded ;  but  this  was  interrupted  about  mid¬ 
night  by  a  firing  towards  the  town  of  Talavera, 
which  sounded  like  the  crack  of  doom.  “  It  was 
not,”  says  an  ear  and  eye  witness,  “  the  straggling, 
desultory,  yet  distinct  reports  of  light  troops,  but  a 
roll  of  musketry  that  illuminated  the  whole  extent 
of  the  Spanish  line.  Itw’as  one  discharge;  but  of 
such  a  nature  that  I  have  never  heard  it  equalled. 
It  appeared  not  to  be  returned,  nor  was  it  repeated. 
All  again  became  silent.  A  false  alarm  had  occa¬ 
sioned  this  tremendous  volley ;  but  we  were  too 
distant  to  ascertain  what  had  produced  the  violent 
eruption,  or  how  many  of  our  allies  had  thrown 
away  their  arras,  and  fled,  after  having  delivered 
a  fire  sufficiently  formidable  to  have  shaken  the 
best  and  bravest  troops.”*  But  Sir  Arthur,  who 
was  nearer  at  hand,  and  soon  on  the  spot  whence 
that  formidable  fire  had  proceeded,  had  the  morti¬ 
fication  of  ascertaining  that  several  thousands  of 
the  Spaniards,  after  discharging  their  pieces,  were 
flying  panic-stricken  to  the  rear,  followe'd  by  their 
artillery,  and  creating  the  greatest  confusion  among 
the  baggage  retainers  and  the  mules,  &c. ;  and  it 
was  with  difficulty  that  he  and  Cuesta  prevented 
the  rest  of  the  Spanish  troops  from  following  this 
pernicious  example.  We  believe  it  was  never  cor¬ 
rectly  ascertained  what  created  this  sudden  alarm  in 
troops  that  were  so  sheltered  and  covered  that  they 
had  little  to  fear;  perhaps  some  cows  or  goats 
had  passed  along  their  front,  or  perhaps  some  of 
those  animals  which  Sancho  Panza  loved  had 
come  in  the  darkness  to  jbrowse  among  the  olive- 
trees  ;  but  all  that  is  not  hypothetical  is,  that  they 
made  one  of  the  loudest  reports  that  had  ever 
scared  the  night,  and  then  turned  to  run.  Luckily 
Victor  knew  nothing  of  what  was  passing ;  and, 
after  his  cavalry  had  discovered  the  strength  of 
the  Spanish  position,  he  directed  all  his  efforts 
against  the  British  left.  At  daylight,  on  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  the  28th,  he  hurled  two  more  strong  divi¬ 
sions  of  infantry  against  the  fatal  height ;  but  tbe 
Englisbmen  there  had  been  told  that  they  must 
maintain  that  position,  and  nobly  did  they  maintain 
it :  Hill  lost  many  brave  officers  and  soldiers,  and 
was  wounded  himself ;  but  he  soon  haa  the  satis¬ 
faction  of  seeing  the  two  French  columns  reeling 

tills  most  imriovtuut  point.  The  29th  retmiinc-.l  iu  possession  of  the 
‘'round,  lying  on  lUcir  arms  in  the  midst  of  tallcu  enemicSs  I  he 
fiUTed  chaco  of  a  dead  French  soldier  became  my  pillow  for  the 
night.” — Narrative. 

“  Darkling  they  fight,  and  only  know 
If  chance  has  sped  the  fatal  blow 
Or  by  the  trodden  corse  below , 

Or  by  the  dying  groan  : 

Furious  they  strike  wiihout  a  mark, 

Save  now  and  then  the  sulphurous  spark 
Illumes  some  visage  grim  and  dark. 

That  with  the  flash  is  gone  1  ” 

The  Battles  of  Talavera.  a  Putin,  IhO'j 
Cnow,  we  believe,  the  avowed  production  of  the  Right  lion.  John 
Wilson  Croker). 

*  Colonel  Leith  Ilav,  Narrative. 
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from  before  bis  British  bayonets,  and  rolling  down 
the  steeps.  In  these  attacks  on  the  hill  the  French 
lost  about  2500  men  :  entire  brigades  had  been 
destroyed. 

Another  long  pause  ensued  ;  but  about  the  hour 
of  noon  the  French  rene^Yed  their  attack  upon  the 
whole  of  that  part  of  the  position  occupied  by  the 
British  army.  In  consecpience  of  the  repeated 
attempts  upon  the  height  on  his  left,  by  the  valley 
which  ran  round  the  hill,  Sir  Arthur  had  placed 
two  brigades  of  British  cavalry  in  that  valley,  suj)- 
ported  in  the  rear  by  a  division  of  Spanish  cavalry. 
The  general  attack  began  by  the  march  of  several 
columns  of  French  infantry  into  that  valley,  with 
a  view  to  try  the  hill  once  more.  These  columns 
were  charged  by  our  horse,  who  ])revented  the 
execution  of  their  plan  ]  but  the  assailants  suffered 
great  loss  in  the  light,  the  23rd  light  dragoons 
having  nearly  one-half  of  their  number  killed  or 
wounded.  While  this  was  going  on  on  the  left, 
heavy  columns  of  the  infantry  of  Sebastiani’s  corps 
twice  attacked  the  British  right  under  General 
Campbell,  but  they  were  each  time  repulsed  by 
the  steady  fire  of  the  English,  and,  when  a  Spanish 
regiment  of  horse  came  gallantly  up  and  charged 
them  in  flank,  they  retired  in  disorder,  leaving 
ten  guns,  and  heaps  of  killed  and  wounded,  behind 
them.  But  the  principal  attack  made  by  Victor 
was  against  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley’s  centre,  which 
consisted  of  the  Guards  and  the  German  Legion. 
11  ere  the  F’rench  marshal  employed  nearly  every 
man  he  could  spare.  His  massy  columns  came 
close  up  to  the  British  line,  as  if  confident  in  their 
vastly  superior  numbers,  and  as  if  absolutely  deter¬ 
mined,  at  any  cost,  to  crush  the  centre,  and  pass 
over  it  to  e,\terminate  the.  disjointed  remnants  of 
Wellesley’s  forces  ;  but  they  were  most  gallantly 
repulsed  by  a  charge  with  bayonets  by  the  whole 
division,  and  they  reeled  back  in  helpless  disorder. 
Unluckily  the  brigade  of  Guards  on  the  right, 
elated  by  their  success,  and  by  the  inward  and  in¬ 
timate  conviction  that  it  was  not  FTcnchmen  that 
could  withstand  a  charge  of  British  bayonets, 
advanced  too  far  in  pursuit,  and  so  exposed  their 
left  Hank  to  the  lire  of  the  French  batteries:  as 
they  began  to  fall  back  some  of  the  troops  they 
had  been  pursuing  rallied  and  turned  against 
them;  some  supporting  columns  and  French  dra¬ 
goons  advanced  ; 'and  now  the  Guards  in  their 
turn  retired  in  some  disorder.  At  the  same  time 
the  German  Legion,  which  was  on  the  left  of  the 
Guards,  and  which  had  not  advanced  with  them, 
fell  into  some  confusion,  and,  being  hard-pressed 
by  the  French,  the  Legion  gave  way  completely. 
Sir  Arthur’s  centre  was  thus  broken;  but,  as  soon 
as  he  saw  from  the  summit  of  the  steep  hill  on  the 
left  the  over-hot  charge  of  the  Guards,  he  foresaw 
what  might  happen,  ami  provided  for  it  by  in¬ 
stantly  sending  from  the  hill  the  48th  regiment, 
and  ordering  General  Cotton’s  light  cavalry  to 
advance.  And  now  the  brave  48th,  led  on  by 
Colonel  Honcllan,  came  up  to  fill  the  gap  made  in 
the  centre,  moving  in  beautiful  order  amidst  the 
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retiring  crow'ds,  wheeling  back  by  companies  to 
let  the  Guards  and  the  Legion  pass  through  the 
intervals,  and  then  resuming  its  line  and  marching 
against  the  right  of  the  pursuing  columns,  who, 
at  one  moment,  seemed  almost  mixed  with  our 
guardsmen  and  legionaries.  When  close  on  the 
French  flank,  the  48th  plied  them  with  destructive 
discharges  of  musketry,  and,  closing  ujjon  them 
with  a  firm  and  regular  pace,  completely  checked 
their  forward  movement.  Our  centre  was  pre¬ 
sently  restored,  fur  the  Guards  and  the  German 
Legion  quickly  rallied  ;  and  then  Cotton’s  brigade 
of  light  cavalry,  coming  up  from  the  rear  at  a 
smart  trot,  the  French  columns,  whose  success 
had  been  so  momentary,  began  to  waver,  their 
general,  Lapisse,  was  mortally  wounded,  their 
loss  from  the  fire  of  the  48th  alone  was  dreadful, 
and  at  last  they  gave  way  and  retired  to  their  own 
lines,  their  retreat  being  ])rotccted  by  their  light 
troops  and  artillery.  No  other  attempt  was  made 
either  to  break  our  centre  or  to  carry  the  murderous 
hill ;  there  was,  in  ffict,  no  more  fighting.  The 
British,  reduced  to  less  than  14,000  men,  and  ex¬ 
hausted  by  fatigue,  were  unable  to  pursue  the 
French,  and  the  Spanish  army,  which  had  been 
scarcely  engaged,  was  incapable  of  making  any 
evolutions.  King  Joseph’s  Guards  and  the  French 
reserve  had  not  been  engaged  during  the  day,  and 
had  Napoleon  been  there  perhaps  a  last  effort  might 
have  been  tried  ;  but.  as  it  was,  the  I’rench,  having 
been  repulsed  at  all  points,  were  evidently  but  too 
happy  to  desist;  and  thus,  at  about  six  o’clock  in 
the  evening  all  fighting  and  firing  ceased,  each  army 
retaining  the  position  that  it  had  occupied  in  the 
morning.  Out  of  the  50,000  men  which  they  had 
on  the  field  at  the  beginning  of  tbe  battle,  the  French 
had  lost  7000  in  killed  and  wounded,  an  immense 
number  of  officers  and  two  generals  being  among 
the  killed.  Out  of  the  less  than  20,000  British, 
857  had  been  killed  and  3913  wounded;  653 
were  reported  missing;  and  two  general  officers. 
Major-general  Mackenzie  and  Brigadier-general 
Langwerth,  were  among  the  slain.*  The  French 
also  lost  a  considerable  number  of  men  as  prisoners, 
and  as  they  retired  they  left  in  the  hands  of  the 

The  battle,”  says  Sir  Arthur,  ‘'was  a  long  and  most  desperate 
one.  Our  loss  has  been  very  great ;  that  of  the  enemy  greater.  The 
attack  was  made  principally  upon  tlie  British,  who  were  on  the  left; 
autl  we  had  about  two  to  one  against  us  j  fearful  odds  1  but  we  main¬ 
tained  all  our  ]>o8itions,  and  gave  the  enemy  a  terrible  heating  I  The 
Spanish  troops  that  were  engaged  behaved  well ;  but  there  were  very 
few  of  them  engaged,  a.s  the  attack  was  made,  upon  us.” — Jf'ilHngtun 
Di'ipaiches.  He  thought  that  after  this  experiment  the  French  would 
feel  they  had  nothing  to  hoj'C,  even  with  double  uumbers,  from  a  gene¬ 
ral  action  with  British  troojis.  The  French  emperor  apj)ears  to  have 
come  to  the  same  conclusion,  at  very  nearly  the  same  time.  In  private 
communications,  at  least,  the  tone  of  Bouiqiavte,  in  sjfcaking  of  Bri¬ 
tish  armies,  was  very  materially  altered.  In  a  letter,  dated  the  31st 
of  August,  he  severely  censured  the  conduct  of  Victor,  Jourdan,  and 
all  llie  generals  engaged,  disapproving  not  only  of  tlie  manner  in 
which  the  battle  of  Talavera  was  fought,  hut  of  its  being  fought  at  all, 
when  there  were  “  tm/?/ 00,000  French  to  30,000  Kuglish,  who  have 
thus  lieen  allowed  to  brave  the  whole  French  army.” — J.  Belmas, 
Chef  de  BattniWm  du  (icnict  Journau.r  de  Sieges,  ^c.,  rediges  d'nprcs  les 
(/I'dres  du  Oouvernement  sur  U’S  dvcunieiHs  existant  uux  Jlrchives  dc  la 
Ouerre  ct  au  Depot  des  Fortijications.  Baris,  1836. 

^Ve  see  that  liero  Bonaparte  overrated  the  number  of  the  British 
troops  by  more  than  10,000.  But  he  counts  the  Spaniards  for  nothing. 
'J'liis  la^t  opinion  he  very  fre(ineutly  repeated.  In  January,  1810,  he 
wrote  to  his  generals — “There  is  nothing  in  Sj)ain  dangerous  t)ut  the 
Knglish;  all  the  rest  is  canaille^  that  can  never  keep  the  held.”— 
J.  BclmaSf  Id, 
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English  1 7  pieces  of  artillery,  Avitli  tumbrils  and 
ammunition  complete. 

The  next  morning  at  daybreak  the  whole  French 
army,  who  had  begun  retreating  , during  the  night, 
were  on  the  other  side  of  the  Alberche,  and  taking 
up  a  position  in  the  rear  of  that  river,  on  the  heights 
of  Salinas.  Except  at  Albuera,  the  French  never 
again  fought  so  well  throughout  the  rest  of  this 
war ;  and  yet  France  confessed,  in  a  hurried  night- 
retreat,  that  she  had  been  beaten  and  humiliated — 

Fur  from  tlie  field  where  late  she  fought— 

The  tents  where  late  she  lay — 

"With  rapid  step  and  humbled  thought 
All  night  she  holds  her  way  ; 

I. caving  to  Britain’s  conquering  sons  ‘ 
tStaiidards  rent  and  ponderous  guns, 

The  trophies  of  llie  fray  ; 

'J’he  weak,  the  wounded,  and  the  slain, 

The  triumph  of  the  battle-plain. 

The  glory  of  the  day.’  * 

In  the  course  of  the  same  day,  the  29th  of  July, 
General  Robert  Craufurd  reached  Sir  Arthur  W’^el- 
lesley’s  camp  from  Lisbon,  with  the  43rd,  52nd, 
and  95th  (rifles).  'I’he  reinforcement  altogether 
amounted  to  nearly  3000  men.  This  was  the  light 
brigade,  wdiich  w’as  ever  after  in  advance  during 
the  Peninsular  campaigns,  and  which  acquired 
military  celebrity  for  its  gallantry  and  quickness  of 
movement. t  Sir  Arthur  passed  the  29th  and  30th 
in  establishing  his  hospitals  in  the  town  of  Talavera, 
and  in  endeavouring  to  get  provisions  for  his  half- 
starved  men.  In  this  he  w'as  assisted  neither  by 
the  Sjmnish  authorities  nor  b}' the  Spanish  inhabi¬ 
tants.  This  was  the  more  unpardonable  as  there 
were  at  the  moment  large  deposits  of  grain — more 
than  sufficient  to  supply  both  the  Spanish  and  the 
English  army — in  Talavera.  But  the  truth  w^as, 
the  Spanish  holders  of  the  grain  concealed  it,  and 
were  determined  to  produce  it  only  for  a  high  price 
and  for  ready  money.  In  the  state  of  poverty  in 
which  the  army  of  Sir  John  Moore  had  been  left, 
that  general  had  been  obliged  to  contract  some 
debts  at  Salamanca,  and  in  various  towns  in  Gali¬ 
cia,  and  to  give  hiieiias  or  promissory  notes  on  his 
government  for  the  payment  of  them  :  the  British 
government  had  not  yet  paid  these  debts,  which 
for  Spaniards  were  rather  heavy  ;  and,  as  this  evil 
news  got  spread  over  other  provinces,  it  destroyed 
English  credit,  and  increased  the  tenacity  with 
which  Spaniards  generally  hold  what  they  have.J 

*  Battles  of  Talavera, — General  Sarraxin,  who,  like  a  gooil  French¬ 
man,  does  not  like  to  confess  too  much,  confesses  that  “  the  bloody 
day  (/rt  sanfjlantc  joiUTice)  of  Talavera  had  spread  ternu*  in  the  French 
army  {avait  rvpandu  Vc'l/roi  dans  Varmee  Franenisc),  and  it  was  ad- 
milted  that  the  English  fought  quite  as  well  as  the  Russians." 

+  Andre  Vieusseux,  Military  Life  ol’  the  Duke  of  Wellington.  The 
author  of  this  admirable  briel’and  correct  compendium  served  for  some 
time  ill  the  I’eniusula,  with  the  light  brigade. 

t  A  good  many  rogues  in  our  commissariat  department  augmented 
Ibis  evil,  by  ]inu‘tiees  not  altogether  undeserving  of  the  gallows.  I.ong 
after  the  battle  of  Talavera  it  was  customary  to  pay  the  inulcteeis  who 
followed  onr  army,  and  the  proprietors  or  contractors  Mho  furnished 
mules  for  transport,  with  pronli^sory  notes  payable  at  Lisbon  or  at 
head-quarters  j  and  for  a  long  while  there  Mas  no  convincing  these 
mulish  drivers  of  mules  that  the  paper  M  as  as  good  as  money.  Some 
of  them  made  M  iappcrs  for  cigars  of  their  bits  of  paper.  M  eat  home 
M'ith  their  animals,  and  never  returned.  Others  applied  to  commis¬ 
sariat  clerks,  and  gave  them  from  twenty  to  fifty  per  cent.,  or  more,  to 
change  their  paper  into  hard  dollars  or  doubloons  in  hand.  Often  has 
an  ignorant  muleteer  been  knOM  ii  to  give  a  note  for  100  dollars  for  20 
dollars  cash — and  not  unfref|uently  for  10  dollars.  When  detection 
Mas  apprehended,  our  employes  did  Ihcir  business  through  certain 
moneyed  followers  of  tho  camp — Jcm’s  who  had'gonc  over  from  Lou- 


But  the  Spaniards  ofTalavera  and  that  neiglibour- 
hood  were  not  more  disposed  to  open  their  grain 
deposits  to  Cuesta  than  to  Wellesley.  “  They  have 
no  magazines,”  says  Sir  Arthur,  “  nor  have  we, 
nor  can  we  collect  any,  and  there  is  a  scramble  for 
everything.  ...  1  wish  that  Don  Martin 

de  Gara}',  or  the  gentlemen  of  the  junta,  before  they 
blame  me  for  not  doing  more,  or  impute  to  me 
beforehand  the  probable  consequence  of  the  blun¬ 
ders  or  the  indiscretion  of  others,  would  either  come 
or  send  here  somebody  to  satisfy  the  wants  of  our 
half-starved  army,  which,  although  they  have  been 
engaged  for  two  days,  and  have  defeated  twice  their 
numbers,  iu  the  service  of  Spain,  have  not  bread 
to  eat.  It  is  positively  a  fact  that  during  the  last 
seven  days  the  British  army  have  not  received  one- 
third  of  their  provisions  ;  that  at  this  moment  there 
are  nearly  4000  wounded  soldiers  dying  in  the 
hospital  in  this  town  from  want  of  common  assist¬ 
ance  and  necessaries,  which  any  other  country  in 
the  world  would  have  given  even  to  its  enemies ; 
and  that  I  can  get  no  assistance  of  any  description 
from  this  country.  I  cannot  prevail  upon  them 
even  to  bury  the  dead  carcasses  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood,  the  stench  of  which  will  destroy  themselves 
as  well  as  us.”  *  At  the  same  time  General 
Beresford,  from  Almeida,  was  crying  out,  “  Blan¬ 
kets  !  blankets !  ”  and  for  clothes  wherewith  to 

don,  soi-disant  amateur  campaigners,  tindcr.s  from  Gibraltar  and 
Lisbon,  and  tho  like,  M  ho  brought  llicir  dollars  and  doubloons  M'ith 
them.  Some  of  these  speculators  put  a  climax  to  their  rascality  by 
sending  out  plated  dollars — silver  Mithout  and  copper  Milliin.  But 
M'here  the  dollars  tvere  good— as  iu  most  cases  they  M  ere — the  sacri¬ 
fices  that  the  poor  Portuguese  and  Spaniards  M-evc  obliged  to  make  in 
order  to  procure  them  in  exchange  for  their  good  paper  Mere  enor¬ 
mous.  Fortunes  M  ere  known  to  be  made  in  avery  blioi-ttime  iu  this 
May,  and  by  other  means  about  equally  luaiourable.  We  have  heard 
of  a  Manchester  man,  M’ho  followed  tlie  army  for  a  long  time,  and 
Mho  Mas  knoM-n  to  tlie  soldiers  under  the  name  of  “  While  Stock¬ 
ings,”  M  ho  finished  Ins  campaigning  by  carrying  off  more  profit  than 
a  great  cotton  mill  could  have  rendered  in  the  same  period  of  time, 
liis  dealings  lay  chieffy  with  the  muleteers  and  M  ith  the  commissariat 
of  accounts,  Mlio  paiil  in  paper,  and  M'ho  piarticipated  in  the  gains  of 
turning  paper  into  silver  and  gold. 

The  evil  m  us  in  good  part  rectified  afterMards  by  tlie  vigilance  of  the 
communder-in-chief,  and  by  the  better  class  of  men  that  Mere  put  into 
all  the  departments  of  our  commissariat. 

♦  This  Don  Martin  de  Garay  Mas  now,  as  he  had  been  iu  Sir  John 
Moore’s  time,  the  central  junta’s  M  ar-minister.  He  and  some  of  his 
colleagues  had  taken  it  upon  themselves  to  suggest,  nay,  almost  to 
command,  the  movements  which  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley  should  make. 
They  m  ould  have  led  him  into  a  trap  and  a  coupe  gorqe,  as  they  M'ould 
have  done  with  Moore.  Our  unaccountable  diplomatist,  Mr.  Frere, 
appears  to  have  made  himself  the  medium  of  conveying  some  of  their 
complaints  or  remonstrances  to  the  British  General ;  and  it  is  to  Mr. 
Frere,  mIio  mtis  still  iojourning  M  ith  or  travelling  about  in  the  M-ako 
of  the  M'andering  junta,  that  5?ir  Arthur  m  rites  the  terrible  letter  m  c 
have  (juuted  in  our  text. 

It  is  not  a  difiicult  matter,”  says  Sir  Arthur  in  the  same  letter, 
“  for  agentlemau  iu  the  situation  of  Don  Maitin  de  Garay  to  sit 
doMTi  in  his  cabinet  and  M  rite  his  ideas  of  the  glory  mIucIi  m'ouUI 
result  from  driving  the  French  through  the  Pyrenees  1  I  believe  tlicrc 
is  no  man  in  Spain  Mho  has  risked  so  much,  or  Mho  has  sacrificed  so 
much,  to  eflect  that  object  as  I  have.  But  .  .  .  .  ”  (then  followed 
the  passage  M-e  have  given  in  the  text).  And  then  Sir  Arthur  con¬ 
cludes  Mith  saying,  ”  I  positively  M'lll  not  move,  nay,  more,  I  M  ill 
dLperse  my  army,  till  I  am  supplied  Mith  provisions  and  means  of 
transptirt  as  1  ought  to  he.  ’ — Letter  to  the  Right  IJon.  J,  II.  Frere, 
dated  Talara'a,dlst  Julg,in  Colonel  Gurwood,  Ihellingion  Dispatches. 

If  it  had  been  to  (icueral  Wtdlesley  that  Mr.  Frere  had  sent  his 
French  agent,  and  his  monstrous  proposition  for  calling  a  council  of 
M'ar,  it  is  probable  that  his  friend  and  agent,  CWt/wf/ Ghurmilly,  M'ouhl 
have  been  handed  over  to  the  provost  marshal.  Mr.  Frere,  Mhose 
functions  soon  ceased  altogether — never  again  to  be  rcsumeil  in  any 
part  of  the  M'orld — must  have  felt  that  he  had  a  firmer  and  a  sterner 
man  to  deal  M'ith  uom'  than  he  had  found  iu  Sir  John  Moore ;  but  tlie 
situation  of  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley,  his  loud  complaints,  and  the  con¬ 
duct  of  the  Spaniards,  ought  to  have  induced  the  diplomatist  and  his 
Marm  friends  iu  Lnglaud  to  mitigate  the  severity  of  their  censures  on 
the  conduct  of  Moore's  campaign  and  retreat,  and  to  deduct  ninety 
jer  cent,  from  the  confidence  tlit'v  placed  in  the  Spaniards. 
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cover  Ills  Porluguese  troops,  and  for  provisions 
therewith  to  feed  them. 

On  the  1st  of  August,  Joseph  Bonaparte,  with 
the  fourth  or  Sebastiani’s  corps  and  the  reserve, 
retreated  farther  back  to  Illcscas,  on  the  road  be¬ 
tween  Madrid  and  Toledo,  in  order  to  oppose 
Venegas  and  his  Andalusian  army ;  and  Victor 
soon  afterwards  retreated  likewise  on  the  road  to 
Madrid,  from  an  exaggerated  alarm  at  the  rapid 
movements  of  Sir  Robert  AVilson.  But,  before 
even  Joseph  began  his  retreat  from  Salinas,  Soult 
had  got  into  Plasencia,  only  a  few  marches  in  the 
British  rear.  There  was  a  strong  pass  or  defile  in  the 
mountains  of  Plasencia,  called  the  Puerto  de  Banos 
— a  pass  which  could  not  be  turned  without  a  long 
detour,  and  which  might  well  have  been  stopped 
against  the  enemy’s  advance.  Sir  Arthur  had  ap- 
])licd  to  Cuesta  for  this  important  service,  and 
Cuesta  had  engaged  to  stop  the  pass;  but,  instead 
of  sending  an  adequate  force,  the  old  gentleman 
sent  only  600  men,  who  ran  away  almost  as  soon 
as  the  head  of  the  first  French  column  showed 
itself.  This  foremost  French  column  was  nothing 
less  than  a  part  of  the  cor/ry  d’armee  of  Marshal 
Mortier,  who  walked  througli  the  defile  on  the  31st 
of  July.  Soult  followed  with  the  second  corps, 
and  entered  Plasencia  on  the  morning  of  the  1st  of 
August.  Marshal  Ney  Avas  coming  fast  round 
from  Salamanca  to  the  same  jjoint,  so  that  in  a 
few  days  or  hours  .53,000  men  would  be  collected 
at  Plasencia.  On  entering  that  town  Soult  found 
it  deserted  by  most  of  its  inhabitants,  and,  though 
so  near  to  the  field  ofTalavera,  he  could  obtain  no 
information  of  what  had  passed,  or  of  what  was 
passing — he  could  learn  nothing  of  the  position  or 
numbers  of  the  British  and  Spanish  armies.  This 
ignorance  of  each  other’s  movements  was  a  com¬ 
mon  occurrence  in  the  Spanish  war,  and  is  to  be 
accounted  for  by  the  nature  of  the  country,  the 
difliculties  of  communication,  the  thinness  of  the 
])opulation,  and  the  incurious,  indolent  habits  of 
the  people.  There  were  cases  where  a  great  battle 
was  fought  in  one  valley,  and  not  known  behind 
the  mountains  which  divided  it  from  another  val¬ 
ley ;  and,  when  more  was  knoAvn  of  what  was 
passing,  it  was  seldom  that  any  pains  were  taken 
to  convey  information  to  their  friends  :  the  people 
preferred  staying  in  their  homesteads  to  defend  or 
conceal  their  property,  or  taking  the  field  and 
lying  in  ambush  near  the  French  line  of  march,  in 
order  to  cut  off  stragglers  and  make  booty.  On 
the  2nd  of  August,  hoAvever,  Sir  Arthur  AVcllcslcy 
learned  that  the  enemy  had  entered  Plasencia, 
but  that  was  all  he  could  learn.  Siqiposing  that 
Soult  was  alone  with  his  corps,  that  that  corps  did 
not  exceed  15,000  men,  and  that  Soult’s  intention 
was  to  join  Ahetor,  he  determined  to  encounter 
him  before  he  could  effect  the  junction.  Accord¬ 
ingly,  on  the  3rd  of  August,  the  British  army  set 
out  for  Oropesa,  leaving  Cuesta  at  Talavcra,  where 
he  engaged  to  ])rotcct  the  hospitals.  This  last 
charge,  was  luirticularly  recommended  to  him  by  Sir 
Arthur,  Avho  told  him  that,  in  case  of  the  Spaniards 
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being  obliged,  by  any  advance  of  Victor,  to  abandon 
Talavera,  he  might  collect  carts  to  move  away  the 
British  wounded.  The  old  gentleman  engaged  to 
do  all  this ;  but  he  kept  his  engagement  about  as 
well  as  he  had  done  his  preceding  one,  to  maintain 
the  defile  of  Puerto  de  Banos.  The  ])osition  of  the 
hostile  armies  was  now  very  singular :  they  were 
all  crowded  along  the  narrow  valley  of  the  Tagus, 
from  the  neighbourhood  of  Madrid  to  the  frontiers 
of  Portugal.  Joseph  and  Sebastiani  were  at 
Illescas,  between  Madrid  and  Toledo  ;  the  Spanish 
general  A^euegas  was  on  the  'opposite  side  of  the 
river,  not  far  from  Toledo ;  Victor  was  lower  down 
on  the  right  bank,  watching  Cuesta,  who  was  at 
Talavera;  AA'ellesley  was  still  lower  down  at 
Oropesa;  whilst  Sovdt  was  on  the  road  from 
Plasencia  to  Almaraz  ;  and  Beresford  w'as  now  said 
to  be  moving  farther  west  along  the  frontiers  of 
Portugal.  “  The  allies,  under  AVellesley  and  Cuesta, 
held  the  centre,  being  only  one  day’s  march  asun¬ 
der  ;  but  tlieir  force,  when  concentrated,  was  not 
more  than  47,000  men.  The  French  could  not 
unite  under  three  days,  but  their  combined  forces 
exceeded  90,000^men,  of  wdiom  53,000  were  under 
Soult ;  and  this  singular  situation  was  rendered 
more  remarkable  by  the  ignorance  in  which  all 
parties  were  as  to  the  strength  and  movements  of 
tlieir  adversaries.  A^ictor  and  the  king,  frightened 
by  Wilson’s  partisan  corps  of  4000  men,  were 
preparing  to  unite  at  Mostoles,  near  iMadrid ; 
while  Cuesta,  equally  alarmed  at  Victor,  was  re¬ 
tiring  from  Talavera.  Sir  Arthur  AVellesley  w'as 
supposed  by  King  Joseph  to  be  at  the  head  of 
25, OOOj  British  ;  and  Sir  Arthur,  calculating  on 
Soult’s  weakness,  was  marching  with  23,000 
English  and  Spanish  to  engage  53,000  French ; 
while  Soult,  unable  to  ascertain  the  exact  situation 
of  either  friends  or  enemies,  little  suspected  that 
the  prey  was  rushing  into  his  jaws.  At  this 
moment  the  fate  of  the  Peninsula  hung  by  a  thread, 
which  could  not  bear  the  weight  for  twenty-four 
hours;  yet  fortune  so  ordained  that  no  irreparable 
disaster  ensued.”  * 

On  the  evening  of  the  3rd  of  August  Sir  Arthur 
AVellesley  learned  at  Oropesa  that  Soult’s  advanced 
posts  were  at  Naval-AIoral,  and  consequently  be¬ 
tween  him  and  the  bridge  of  Almaraz,  on  the 
Tagus,  thus  cutting  the  line  of  communication  of 
the  English  with  Portugal.  About  an  hour  after 
the  recejJtion  of  this  intelligence  Sir  Arthur  got 
letters  from  Cuesta,  informing  him  that  the  enemy 
was  moving  upon  his  (Cuesta’s)  Hank,  and  had 
returned  to  S.  Olalla  in  his  front ;  that  Joseph  was 
coming  back  to  join  Victor ;  that  Soult  must  be 
stronger  than  General  AVellesley  supposed,  and 
that  therefore,  and  from  tlie  consideration  that 
General  Wellesley  was  not  strong  enough  to  check 
Soult’s  corj)s  coming  from  Plasencia,  he  (Cuesta) 
intended  to  leave  Talavcra  that  evening  (and  to 
leave  in  it  the  English  hospitals,  excepting  such 
men  as  could  be  moved  by  the  means  he  had 
already  collected)  in  order  to  join  the  British  army 
*  NiU'ier,  Hist,  of  tlio  Pciiiiisiilar  AVur. 
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at  Oropesa,  and  assist  it  in  repelling  Soult.  The 
old  gentleman’s  reasons  did  not  appear  to  Sir 
Arthur  quite  sufficient  for  giving  up  so  important 
a  post  as  Talavera,  for  exposing  the  combined 
armies  to  an  attack  in  front  and  rear  at  one  and 
the  same  time,  and  for  abandoning  his  sick  and 
Avounded.  lie  wrote  one  of  his  short  and  earnest 
letters  to  the  wilful  old  man,  imploring  him  to 
stay  where  he  was,  or  to  wait  at  least  till  next 
morning,  in  order  to  cover  the  removal  of  the 
British  hospitals  from  Talavera  :  but  before  this 
letter  could  reach  him,  Cuesta,  who  evidently  feared 
having  his  own  tail  pinched  by  Victor,"ha(i  begun 
his  march,  and  on  the  next  morning  the  rising- 
sun  shone  upon  his  dirty  ragged  trooj)s  marching 
into  Oropesa.  This  was  the  4th  of  August.  About 
2000  of  the  British  wounded  had  been  brought 
away  from  the  hospitals,  but  about  1500  had  been 
left  behind.*  Cuesta’s  retreat  must  almost  imme¬ 
diately  bring  Victor  and  Joseph  upon  Sir  Arthur, 
who,  by  this  time,  had  ascertained  by  intercepted 
letters  that  Soult’s  force  was  'much  stronger  than 
he  had  reckoned.  The  English  general  was  now 
placed  between  the  mountains  and  the  Tagus,  witli 
a  French  army  advancing  upon  each  flank,  and 
with  his  retreat  by  the  bridge  at  Almaraz  com- 
]iletely  cut  off;  after  the  experience  he  had  had  of 
Cuesta  and  the  Spanish  army,  be  could  not  rely 
upon  them  in  an  open  field  of  battle ;  and  he  could 
not,  with  17,000  British,  fatigued  and  famishing, 
hope  to  fight  successively  two  French  armies,  each 
nearly  three  times  stronger  than  his  own.  Before 
this  moment  of  real  jeopardy,  he  had  said,  in 
speaking  of  the  Spaniards — “  I  cannot  bring  for¬ 
ward  such  troops,  owing  to  their  miserable  state  of 
discipline  and  their  want  of  ofiicers  properly 
qualified.  These  troops  are  entirely  incapable  of 
performing  any  manoeuvre,  however  simjde.  They 
would  get  into  irretrievable  confusion,  and  the  re¬ 
sult  would  probably  be  the  loss  of  everything.”t 
But  there  was  still  one — and  only  one — line  of  re¬ 
treat  left  open  to  the  British,  for,  a  little  below 
Talavera,  the  Tagus  w'as  crossed  by  the  bridge  of 
Arzobispo  ;  and  by  this  route,  and  by  this  bridge. 
Sir  Arthur  determined  to  retire  immediately,  before 
the  enemy  should  have  time  to  intercept  him.  He 
calculated  that  by  taking  up  a  line  of  defence  be¬ 
yond  the  Tagus,  he  might  keep  open  the  road  by 
Truxillo  to  Badajoz  ;  he  communicated  his  deter¬ 
mination  to  Cuesta,  who,  according  to  custom, 
opposed  it.  That  perverse  old  gentleman  wanted, 
forsooth,  to  sto])  and  fight  the  French  at  Oropesa! 
Wearied  out  with  his  absurdities,  Sir  Arthur 

•  Sir  Arthur  snys,  hovvover,  tliat  he  doubtetl,  whether  under  any 
circuiustances  it  would  have  been  possible  or  consisttMit  with  humanity 
to  have  att«'nn)ted  to  remove  any  more  of  them.  He  adds — “  Frorn 
the  treatment  sdune  of  our  soldiers  who  were  wounded  on  the  27Lh, 
and  who  lell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  experienced  from  them,  and 
horn  the  manner  in  which  I  liave  always  taken  care  of  their  wounded 
w  ho  have  tallen  into  my  hands,  I  expect  that  these  men  left  at  Tala¬ 
vera  will  be  well  Ireateil.”— D/i’patc/ies. 

Y  These  were  precisely  the  same  convictions  as  were  entertained 
by  Sir  .John  Moore  when  he  be^an  his  retreat;  and  yet  Mr.  Frere 
entertained  at  the  time,  and  Southey  and  others  of  his  friends  con- 
t  ia'.ie<l  to  repeat  many  years  afterwards,  that,  with  the  assistance  of 
Spanish  generals  and  Spanish  troops,  Sir  Jolm  ought  to  have  driven 
the  r  reach  beyond  the  Fyreueos! 


sternly  told  him  that  he  might  do  as  he  liked,  hut 
that,  for  his  own  part,  being  responsible  for  the 
British  army,  be  should  move  forthwith  ;  and  ac¬ 
cordingly,  on  that  same  morning,  before  Cuesta’s 
disorderly  rear  got  to  Oropesa,  the  British  army 
filed  off  towards  Arzobispo.  It  was  a  blessing 
that  the  Spaniards,  who  generally  destroyed  what 
they  ought  to  have  left  standing,  and  left  standing 
what  they  ought  to  have  destroyed,  had  not  blown 
up  the  only  bridge  open  to  Sir  Arlbur:  the  2000 
wounded,  the  artillery,  the  stores,  were  all  carried 
safely  over  the  Tagus;  before  evening  the  general 
took  up  an  excellent  position  behind  the  right  bank 
of  that  river ;  and  then  the  British  army  was  safe.* 
hlad  as  be  was,  Cuesta  was  not  mad  enough  to 
stay  when  Sir  Arthur  was  gone — we  can  scarcely 
believe  that  he  would  have  stayed  at  Oropesa  even 
if  the  British  general  had  wanted  to  remain,  or 
that  his  daring  proposition  about  giving  battle  there 
was  anything  more  than  a  Spanish /r7po;i  de  parler 
— he  moved  to  the  bridge  of  Arzobispo,  and  there 
halted  his  troops,  who,  having  little  to  carry  with 
them,  were  ready  to  pass  the  Tagus  at  any  moment. 
But  so  little  did  Cuesta  act  in  concert  with  Sir 
Arthur,  that  he  moved  his  head-quarters,  and 
suffered  three  days  to  elapse  without  sending  him 
any  information  of  his  plans  or  movements.  Find¬ 
ing  that  the  French  did  not  make  their  appear¬ 
ance  near  him,  the  old  Spanish  general  re¬ 
moved  on  the  night  of  the  7tli  to  Peralcda  de 
Garbin,  between  Puente  del  Arzobispo  and  Al¬ 
maraz,  leaving  two  divisions  of  infantry  and 
some  cavalry  behind  to  defend  the  bridge,  which 
was  barricaded,  and  protected  by  several  bat¬ 
teries.  He  never  thought  of  examining  whether 
the  river  miglit  not  be  fordable.  On  the  8th 
Marshal  Mortier,  who  commanded  the  French 
corps  which  led  the  pursuit,  made  his  appearance 
near  the  (ete-du-pnnt,  and,  -while  he  pretended  to 
be  erecting  batteries,  he  sent  the  Pole  Dom- 
browsky  with  two  good  sw-immers  to  sound  the 
Tagus.  A  good  ford,  passable  even  for  infantry, 
was  found,  not  200  yards  above  the  bridge  and 
tlie  Spanish  batteries.  At  this  moment  Mar.shal 
Soult  himself  came  up,  and  determined  to  effect 
the  passage  in  the  heat  of  the  day,  when  the 
Spanish,  troops  might  be  taking  their  siesta,  or 
mid-day  sleejn  And  as  the  marshal  calculated 
so  it  happened  :  the  Spaniards,  relying  upon  the 
river,  and  their  batteries  and  barricades,  ^vere 
nearly  all  buried  in  sleep,  when  the  Frencli  dashed 
across  the  ford,  and  took  their  w-orks  on  the  Ijridge 
in  the  rear.  Some  of  tlie  Spanish  artilleiymen 
were  cut  down  at  their  guns,  and  others  were  com¬ 
pelled  to  turn  their  guns  upon  tlieir  own  country- 

•  In  a  letter  written  to  Lonl  Castlereagli,  four  clays  after  crossiu;' 
the  Tagus,  Sir  Arthur  says,  ‘‘  I  hope  my  public  dispatches  w  ill  jus. 
lily  mo  I'lom  all  hlame,  excepting  tUnt  uf  having  trusted  the  Spauiah 
general  in  anything.  We  should  have  boon  safe  at  Talavera,  if  I 
could  have  prevailed  u})on  him  to  occupy  JJanos  as  it  ought  to  have 
been;  and  we  should  have  avoided  the  disgrace  of  the  loss  of  the 
hospital,  if  he  had  scut  aw  ay  General  ilussecoiut  on  the  night  of  the 
30lh,  or  on  the  moruiiig  of  the  31st,  or  if  he  had  maiutaiueci  his  post 
at  Talavera.  As  it  U,  I  really  believe  that  I  have  saved  the  whole  of 
both  armies,  by  retiring  to  Ariwbispo,  and  taking  up  the  line  of  the 
Tagus.’* 
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men  :  the  works  were  presently  demolished,  and 
then  masses  of  Frencli  infantry  rushed  over  the 
bridge.  Some  Spanish  cavalry  that  were  reposing 
in  a  shady  place  nearly  a  league  from  the  scene 
of  action  mounted  at  the  first  alarm,  hastened  to 
support  their  countrymen,  and  made  a  brilliant 
charge.  But  tliis  was  too  late  :  the  two  Spanish 
divisions  of  iufuitry  were  in  confusion,  and  pre¬ 
sently  horse  and  foot  fled  towards  the  mountains, 
abandoning  artillerv,  baggage,  ammunition,  every¬ 
thing.  Tiie  French  said  tliey  cut  down  IGOO  of 
them  in  the  pursuit.* 

By  this  time  the  British  army  was  considerably 
advanced  on  its  road  to  Tru-villo.  On  the  night 
of  the  5th  they  halted  in  a  ravine,  distant  si.v 
leagues  from  the  Puente  del  Arzobispo.  On  the 
6th  they  continued  their  route,  passing  over  a  most 
mountainous  and  rugged  country,  by  the  steepest 
and  worst  of  roads,  which,  in  many  places,  were 
scarcely  roads  at  all.  The  Alps  of  St.  Bernard 
were  loftier,  yet  scarcely  more  dilHcult ;  but  these 
e.'icelleut  and  excellently  commanded  English  troops 
carried  over  their  artillery  and  stores,  and  thought 
little  of  the  exploit  when  it  was  done.t  The  light 
brigade  under  Craufurd  had  preceded  the  army, 
to  watch  the  passage  of  the  Tagus  at  Almaraz, 
where,  however,  the  French  did  not  attempt  to 
jjass  in  lime.  On  the  8th  the  British  head-quar¬ 
ters  were  at  Deleytosa,  a  small  healthy  village, 
seated  on  an  eminence,  in  the  direct  road  to  Tiux- 
illo  ;  on  the  morning  of  the  9th  Spanish  cavalry 
and  infantry  again  appeared  retiring  upon  the 
track  of  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley.  It  was  all  that 
remained  of  Cuesta’s  army  in  full  retreat.  “  We 
have  now,”  wnates  Sir  Arthur  on  the  8th,  “  the 
whole  host  of  French  marshals  in  Estreniadura — 
Soult,  Ney,  Mortier,  Kellermann,  Victor,  and 
Sebastiani,  with  King  Joseph  besides,  and  5000 

men  from  Suchet ! . I  have  recommended  to 

the  junta  to  set  lloman.a,  the  Duque  del  Paiapie, 
and  the  guerillas  to  work  towards  Madrid.”  I 
From  Deleytosa  the  forced  marches  were  discon¬ 
tinued,  for  Wellesley  had  now  brought  his  army 
into  a  country  where  it  had  nothing  to  fear  from 
any  or  all  of  the  French  marshals,  who  were  won- 
deiing  how  he  could  have  escaped  them.  Alaking 
easy  marches  over  a  comparatively  flat  country, 
the  British  army  crossed  the  Rio  del  Monte,  near 
to  Jaraicejo,  and  took  up  an  alignement  on  its 
opposite  bank.  The  camp  was  in  a  most  ])ic- 
turesque  country,  upon  some  shady  hills,  with 
e.xtcnsive  forests  of  cork,  chestnuts,  and  oak  in 

•  Southey,  Hist.  Peninsular  War. 

\  “  At  one  of  the  Sierra,  and  for  a  consitlorable  distiiace,  to 
dra;(  the  arLillery  u|)  \)y  the  u.sual  means  became  impn.'isilde.  Tin* 
iufualry  were  put  to  the  ^uns,  who,  witli  cousideralde  dilhculty  and 
exertion,  foreeil  them  alon;*  the  mountain  road.  On  tliis  day’s  march, 
for  the  livst  time,  were  heard  complaints  from  the  soldiers  on  llie 
sul)ji-ft  of  want  of  food.  Toilinj(  over  these  mountains,  dra^f^ing  the 
cannon,  severely  harassed  liy  excessive  heat,  the  men,  ci)nversin«j 
w  itli  each  ollu‘r,  talked  luudly  of  the  liardsln\is  endured  ;  Imt  a  sooth- 
iiij'  an  I  encuuvaf'in!,'  expression  was  alone  iieeessiu'y  to  restiwe  tlieir 
ffoi  d  humour,  even  wlieii  as.sailed  on  the  teuderest  point.”— CV.  Ldth 
dat/.  iXarraticc  of  the  I^cJiinsular  /far. 

X  Dispatch  to  Viscount  Castlereai'h  from  Deleytosa. 

In  a  letter  written  on  the  same  day  to  the  Ut.  lion.  John  Villiers, 
Sir  Ailhur  says,  “  All  U  now  safe,  ami  I  should  feel  no  anxiety  on 
any  subject  if  we  had  provisions :  but  we  are  ahiwst  staniny.'* 
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the  rear,  and  with  a  broad  deep  stream  in  front. 
The  country,  too,  was  productive  as  well  as  pic¬ 
turesque  ;  supplies  of  provision  and  wine,  and 
other  comforts,  were  procured  for  the  almost  e.x- 
hausted  soldiers ;  and  here  they  remained,  as  in  a 
Land  of  Goshen,  in  perfect  inactivity  for  some 
days.*  On  the  20ih  and  21st  of  August  the  di¬ 
visions  of  the  army  marched  by  Truxillo,  the 
hirtliplace  of  Pizarro.  On  the  23rd  they  traversed 
the  held  of  Medellin,  where  old  Cuesta  (whose 
army  had  by  this  time  disappeared  again,  to  go  no 
man  knew  whither)  had  fought  a  battle  with  Mar¬ 
shal  Victor,  and  had  sustained  a  most  murderous 
defeat  in  the  preceding  month  of  March,  before 
Sir  Arthur  Wellesley’s  second  arrival  in  Portugal. 
The  plain  still  bore  numerous  marks  of  having 
been  a  field  of  battle ;  nor  had  the  five  intervening 
months  effaced  the  evidences  of  Spanish  defeat  and 
slaughter.  Fragments  of  uniforms,  caps,  bones, 
dead  horses,  cartridges,  exploded  shells,  strewed 
the  ground  in  every  direction. 

By  the  2nd  of  September  Sir  Arthur  had  his 
head-quarters  at  Badajoz,  close  on  the  frontiers 
of  Portugal ;  and  in  a  day  or  two  a  part  of  his 
army  was  sent  across  the  frontier,  and  his  sick 
and  wounded  were  conveyed  to  the  strongly  forti¬ 
fied  Portuguese  town  of  Elvas,  wliich  now  became 
the  general  hospital  of  the  army.  Of  the  two 
corjjs  which  had  advanced  upon  Aladrid  in  Joseidi 
Bonaparte’s  absence,  the  Spanish  one,  under  Ge¬ 
neral  Venegas,  was  easily  defeated  at  Almonacid, 
by  Sebastiani,  wdio  drove  it  back  upon  the  Sierra 
Morena  and  the  Andalusian  frontier,  from  wdiicir 
it  had  advanced ;  but  the  mixed  Portuguese  and 
Spanish  corps  commanded  by  Sir  Robert  Wil¬ 
son  was  extricated  by  that  rapid  and  ingenious 
officer.  Wilson  had  made  a  masterly  march  from 
the  neighbourhood  of  Talavcra  through  the  moun¬ 
tains  to  Bejar,  contriving  to  make  the  French  be¬ 
lieve  that  he  had  15,000  or  20,000  men  with  him  ; 
and,  when  warned  by  Wellesley  to  retire,  he  came 
back  as  rapidly  as  he  had  advanced.  On  the  12th 
of  August,  eight  days  after  Sir  Arthur’s  retreat 
from  Oropesa,  Sir  Robert  fought  a  large  corjrs  of 
infantry,  cavalry,  and  artillery,  for  a  whole  day, 
near  the  Puerto  de  Banos,  and  retired  at  night,  in 
good  order,  to  Colmenar.  Although  nearly  the 
whole  of  Marshal  Key’s  corps  was  upon  him, 
Wilson  broright  his  Portuguese  and  Spanish  corps, 
much  less  diminished  than  might  have  been  ex¬ 
pected,  in  safety  and  in  honour  to  the  Portuguese 

*  Ci)lnni*l  Loith  Hay  {;ives  a  very  amu-sing  picture  of  the  rush  that 
was  luaiie  liy  oflicors  as  well  a.s  soldiers  into  tin*  town  and  market 
of  Truxillo,  to  pureliase  me  it,  v*  ;ri*table3,  bread,  t'^'^cevies,  Jt 
appears  lliat  our  worthy  allies  the  vintners  and  w  ine-sellers  of  Truxillo 
played  some  tric];s  which  had  a  very  pernicious  elVcct  on  our  soldiers’ 
stomachs  and  bowels.  I 'util  assured  that  everyiliin;^  would  be  p;ud 
for,  mou«‘y  iu  hand,  the  inhabitants  fle  l,  or  pretended  ll»ey  had 
nothin;;  to  sell. 

I'berything  wa.5  of  course  char;;ed  enormously.  AViiie  was  sold 
in  profusion.  The  depositaries  had  nearly  bec(>me  omjtied;  luit 
in;;enuity  made  up  for  tne  insulliciency  of  the  sup))ly.  Tlie  Spaninnls, 
couceiviin;  that  tlu*ir  allies  were  persons  who  must  have  wine,  and  at 
the  same  lime  would  not  be  particular  as  to  the  rpiality,  diluted  and 
mixed  the  uri;;inally  poor  pioduce  of  the  ;;rai)e  of  Dstremadnra  iu 
such  a  manner,  composing  so  httrrible  a  description  of  drink,  that  it 
is  only  exiraovdiuarv  more  fatal  elVccU  were  not  immediately  pro¬ 
duced  by  its  deleterious  qualities.’* 
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frontier,  anti,  by  the  'Jtli  of  September,  or  six  days 
after  the  arrival  of  Sir  Arthur  at  Badajoz,  Sir 
Robert  was  at  Gastello  Branco,  watching  the 
enemy’s  motions.* 

In  the  meanwhile  King  Joseph,  who  had  no 
taste  for  campaigning,  and  who  had  a  very  eager 
desire  to  return  to  the  ease  and  luxuries  of  Madrid, 
had  recalled  Marshal  Mortier,  who  had  crossed  the 
Tagus  in  pursuit  of  Cucsta ;  and  Marshal  Ney,  who 
had  sutfered  considerable  loss  in  the  affair  with  Sir 
Robert  Wilson,  had  found  it  impracticable,  or  had 
not  thought  it  proper,  to  ford  the  Tagus  below 
Almaraz  in  order  to  follow  the  retiring  columns  of 
the  British  army.  There  was  no  concert  or  good¬ 
will  between  Ney  and  Soult,  or  in  fact  between  any 
of  these  marshals.  Soult,  after  the  recall  of  Mor¬ 
tier  and  the  retreat  or  halt  of  Ney,  had  proposed  to 
march  with  his  three  corps  into  Portugal  by  Coria 
and  Abrantes,  in  the  hope  of  reaching  Lisbon,  by 
the  right  bank  of  the  Tagus,  before  the  English  ; 
but  Ney,  Jourdan,  and  Joseph  opposed  this  bold 
plan,  and  soon  afterwards  a  dispatch  arrived  from 
their  emperor,  who  dated  from  the  Emperor  of 
Austria’s  palace  at  Schunbrunn  after  the  battle  of 
Wagram,  and  who  forbade  further  offensive  opera¬ 
tions  till  the  termination  of  the  Austrian  war  should 
enable  him  to  send  large  reinforcements  into  Spain. 
The  following  brief  remarks  are  worthy  of  especial 
notice,  and  may  be.  recommended  to  the  considera 
tion  of  those  who  seem  not  to  know  how  to  distin¬ 
guish  between  the  different  phases  and  epochs  of 
the  genius  of  Bonaparte,  but  who  continue  to  give 
that  extatic  admiration  to  all  his  campaigns  which 
is  properly  due  only  to  his  earliest  ones : — 

“Napoleon,  since  he  had  assumed  the  imperial 
crown,  trusted  chiefly  to  his  overwhelming  masses, 
which  he  recruited  so  cheaply  by  means  of  the 
conscription.  The  proportion  of  cavalry  in  his 
armies  in  Spain  was  beyond  all  precedent.  How 
different  from  the  adventurous  general  of  the  army 
of  Italy,  who,  with  30,000  men,  encountered  and 
defeated  three  Austrian  armies,  each  stronger  than 
his'own,  in  1796  !  But  he  was  now  bloated  with 
success,  and  war  must  be  with  him  a  sure  game. 
He  had  already  200,000  men  in  Spain,  and  yet  he 
did  not  think  them  enough.  His  generals  had 
adopted  the  same  views  :  ‘  It  is  large  masses  only, 
the  strongest  that  you  can  form,  that  will  succeed.’ 
Thus  wrote  Soult  to  King  Joseph  before  the  battle 
of  Talavera.  It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  Sir 
Arthur  Wellesley,  writing  about  the  same  time, 
said — ‘  I  conceive  that  the  French  are  dangerous 
only  when  in  large  masses.’  Such  was  the  cha- 

■*  No  man  was  warmer  in  liis  praises  uf  Sir  Robert  Wilson  than  was 
liis  luj;h-nundetl  commainler-iu  ehit'f.  In  a  dispateli,  dated  the  21st 
of  An;jnst,  Sir  Avllnir  says. — “  Sir  R.  Wilson  has  been  very  active, 
intelligent,  and  useful  in  the  command  of  the  Portuguese  and  SpauUh 
corps,  with  which  he  was  detached  from  this  .army.  Reforc  the  battle 
of  the  28th  July  (Talavera)  he  had  pushed  his  parties  almost  to  the 
gales  of  Madrid,  uilh  which  city  he  was  in  communication,  and  lie 
would  have  been  in  Madrid,  if  I  had  not  thought  it  proper  to  call  him 
in,  in  expectation  of  that  general  action  which  took  place  on  the  28th 
of  July.  He  afterwards  alarmed  the  enemy  on  the  right  of  his  army ; 
and  throughout  tlie  service  lias  shown  himself  to  be  an  active  and 
intelligent  partisan,  well  acquainted  with  the  country  in  which  he 
was  acting,  and  possessing  the  conlidcnee  of  the  troops  which  he  com* 
manded.” 
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racter  of  the  wars  of  the  French  empire.  Aud  yet, 
with  all  his  tremendous  masses,  and  a  proportionate 
waste  of  human  life,  Napoleon  failed  in  the  end.”* 
We  doubt  whether  tlie  great  secret  has  ever  been 
so  well  told  in  so  few  words. 

Soult’s  army  now  went  into  cantonments  in 
Estremadura  and  Leon,  near  the  borders  of  Por¬ 
tugal  ;  Joseph  Bonaparte  had  got  back  to  iVIadrid 
as  soon  as  it  had  been  possible  or  safe  to  do  so ; 
French  moveable  columns,  not  unlike  the  infernal 
columns  which  had  formerly  traversed  the  Vendee, 
now  traversed  various  parts  of  Spain ;  the  irregular 
guerilla  warfare  was  carried  on  in  many  distant 
provinces  and  districts  ;  some  towns  on  the  eastern 
coast,  in  Catalonia  and  Valencia,  Avere  taken  by  tlie 
French,  while  others  held  out,  costing  the  besiegers 
an  enormous  sacrifice  of  life  (Geruna  alone,  Avhich 
did  not  capitulate,  until  January,  1810,  Avhen  it  was 
reduced  by  famine,  cost  the  lives  of  from  15,000 
to  20,000  French  soldiers,  and  completely  disheart¬ 
ened  and  drove  away  three  or  four  French  generals 
of  the  highest  name) ;  but,  from  the  middle  of 
August  till  the  middle  of  November,  no  actions 
took  place  in  the  field,  of  any  importance,  either 
on  the  part  of  the  army  of  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley 
or  on  the  part  of  any  of  the  scattered  Spanish 
armies ;  nor  was  the  repose  of  the  British  forces 
very  materially  interrupted  until  the  month  of  May, 
1810. 

On  the  4th  of  September,  1809,  almost  as  soon 
as  the  news  of  his  remarkable  battle  reached  Eng¬ 
land,  Sir  Arthur  was  raised  to  the  peerage  with  the 
titles  of  Baron  Douro  of  Wellesley  and  Viscount 
Wellington  of  Talavera.  He  had  noAV  placed  his 
army  in  cantonments  on  the  line  of  the  Guadiana, 
to  cover  Portugal  from  Soult,  who  continued  to  be 
cantoned  in  Estremadura  and  Leon.  But,  if  neither 
Soult  nor  any  other  French  force  whatever  had  beea 
threatening  the  Portuguese  frontier,  it  Avould  have 
been  impossible  for  Lord  Wellington  to  have  tried 
another  advance  into  Spain ;  for  no  junta,  central  or 
provincial,  could  or  would  undertake  to  su])ply  his 
army  Avith  provisions,  and  it  was  only  by  draAving 
on  his  magazines  in  Portugal,  Avhich  were  chieffy 
filled  from  England,  that  he  could  preserve  his 
troops  from  starvation  ;  and  added  to  this  impos¬ 
sibility  there  was  another — the  impossibility  of  co¬ 
operating  with  undisciplined  Spanish  armies,  and 
proud,  obstinate,  ignorant,  and  incapable  Spanish 
generals.  He  bad  tried  the  last  experiment  fairly: 
it  had  failed  ;  and,  but  for  the  resources  of  his  oavii 
genius  and  the  admirable  qualities  of  his  troops,  he 
must  have  been  utterly  ruined  in  attempting  to  co¬ 
operate  Avitli  the  Spaniards.  The  Avant  of  vigour 
aud  capacity  in  the  members  of  the  so-called  central 
Spanish  government,  Avhich,  after  Avandering  from 
place  to  place,  liad  uoav  fixed  itself  at  Seville,  was 
quite  as  consiucuous  as  Avere  the  deficiencies  of  the 
Spanish  generals  in  the  field,  avIio,  indeed,  very 
generally  contrived  to  throAv  the  blame  of  their  own 
failures  upon  the  civilians  in  the  junta.  In  vain 
the  Marquess  Wellesley,  Avho  was  noAV  residing 

•  A.  A’icusseiux,  Military  Lifo  of  tlu'  Duke  of  AA'ellinijtoti. 
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witli  tlicm  at  Ses'ille,  laboured  to  convince  the 
junta  of  the  fatal  consequences  which  must  result 
from  their  wretched  military  system,  and  to  teaeli 
them  how  to  render  their  armies  efficient,  and  the 
resources  of  their  country  available ;  the  Dons  all 
pretended  to  he  wiser  than  the  marquess,  or  to 
know  more  about  their  own  countrymen  and  coun¬ 
try  than  he  could  know  ;  the  national  pride  was 
the  rock  upon  which  tlie  designs  of  the  friends  and 
the  enemies  of  the  Spaniards  were  equally  wrecked.* 
And,  not  satisfied  with  turning  a  deaf  ear  to  the 
marquess’s  advice,  they  insulted  him  by  casting 
reproaches  on  his  brother.  Don  Martin  de  Garay 
the  war  minister,  together  with  other  members  of 
the  central  junta,  raised  as  loud  an  outcry  against 
Wellington’s  retreat  from  Orojicsa  as  they  had 
raised  against  Sir  John  Moore’s  retreat  from  the 
hanks  of  the  Carion.  This  led  our  ambassador  into 
a  very  unpleasant  correspondence  ;  but  the  mar¬ 
quess  maintained  the  character  of  the  nation,  of  the 
army,  and  of  his  brother,  with  proper  dignity  and 
spirit ;  and  Lord  "Wellington  himself  wrote  two  or 
three  of  his  closely  reasoned  and  conclusive  letters, 
exposing  what  the  junta  had  done  for  him  and  his 
army,  w’hat  sort  of  assistance  and  co-operation  he 
had  received  from  the  Spanish  generals,  together 

*  Tlie  '  Dispatches  and  Correspondence  of  the  Marqnoss  "Wellesley 
thirin;?  liis  lonlship’s  mission  to  Spain  us  ambassador  extraordinary  to 
the  supreme  junta,'  1809  (edited  by  Mr.  Montgomery  Marlin'),  contain 
a  great  deal  of  information  respecting  the  fruitless  elTorts  that  were 
made  against  Spanish  pride,  conceit,  and  stupidity. 

On  the  i5th  of  September  we  find  the  niar{[uess  wriling  to  Mr. 
Canning  that  lie  had  vainly  applied  to  the  junta  for  provisions  and 
means  of  movement  to  the  British  army;  that  he  had  told  them  his 
hrothermust  ahstain  from  all  engagement  to  co-operate  with  the 
Spanish  troops  within  the  territory  of  Spain  ;  that,  even  if  the  system 
of  supplies  could  have  been  corrected,  the  state  of  the  Spanish  army 
alone  must  form  an  irresistible  motive  for  withholding  any  future  co¬ 
operation,  while  the  same  evils  should  be  left  unremedied;  that  in 
liis  opinion  any  British  army,  though  of  40,000  men,  that  should 
attempt  to  act  in  Spain  under  the  present  circumstances  of  the  country, 
and  of  the  enemy,  would  be  exposed  to  the  utmost  hazard  of  total  de¬ 
struction. 

Ill  the  same  dispatch  the  marquess  gave  it  as  the  decided  opinion 
of  his  brother,  Lord  Wellington,  that,  in  the  event  of  a  British  army 
acting  in  Spain,  it  would  be  absolutely  necessary  that  the  chief  command 
('/the  Spanish  army  should  he  rested  in  the  comninnder-in-chief  of  the 
British  forces.  The  marquess  thought  that  the  diniculties  of  obtain¬ 
ing  supplies  did  not  all  ])roceed  from  the  poverty  and  nakedness  of 
the  country.  In  the  same  dispateli  he  says  to  Mr.  Canning,  At 
present,  local  difllculties  certainly  exist  in  some  oftheprovinc.es,  and 
many  of  the  districts  continue  to  sutler  under  the  consequences  of 
war,  or  of  former  mismanagement.  But  many  prtrrinces  abound  in  the 
means  of  subsistence  and  transport.  No  system,  however,  has  been 
established,  by  which  the  deficiencies  of  one  district  can  he  supplied 
from  the  abundance  of  another,  nor  does  any  regulation  exist  ])ropcrly 
calculated  to  secure  and  collect  the  resources  of  any  jimvince  for  iis 
se[iarate  defence,  and  still  less  for  any  more  remote  obj-'cts  of  active 
war.  The  civil  establishments  throughout  the  pro^v  inces  are  not  ])ro- 
perly  formed  for  the  purpose  of  asccrtainiinr,  or  bringing  into  use  for 
the  service  of  the  army,  cither  the  ])vodiu‘tions  of  the  soil,  or  the 
articles  of  transport  and  conveyance  existing  in  the  several  districts. 
'I’o  this  want  of  due  regulation  and  system  must  be  ad<b‘(l  the  emrup- 
b'erj,  and  even  the  positive  diso/fecti/m,  of  many  of  the  civil  authorities  in 
the  provinces  ;  in  many  instances  the  strongest  evidence  has  appeared  of 
positive  aversion  to  the  cause  tf  Spain  and  of  the  allies^  and  of  treacherous 
inclinntiim  to  the  interests  of  France. 

“  The  disposition  of  the  peoijle  is  generally  favourable  to  the  great 
cauise  in  whicli  the  nation  is  engaged,  and  the  mass  of  the  population 
ol  Spain  certainly  n])pears  to  contain  tin*  foundations  on  whicli  a  good 
and  powei  ful  government  might  he  sec  irely  cstablisln*d,  and  tlu‘ 
materials  of  wbieb  auetlicieiit  army  might  be  composed.  Among  the 
higher  and  middle  classes  of  Bociety  are  to  be  found  too  many  ex¬ 
amples  of  tlie  success  of  French  inirigue.  In  lliosi*  classes  may  bi‘ 
traced  a  disposition  to  observe  events,  and  to  prepare  for  aecoinmoda- 
tion  with  that  party  nhich  may  ultimately  prevail  in  tlie  existing  con¬ 
test.  Many  personsof  tliis  description,  if  not  favonrcil,  arc  not  discoun¬ 
tenanced  by  tile  government.  l‘'rom  tliC'-'e  circumstances,  and  from 
tile  want  ot  any  rr‘gular  mode  of  coUe<'tiiig  poptilaropii.ion,  tlu'  public 
spirit  oflhi*  people  is  no*  properly  cultivated,  nor  directe.l  to  the  great 
objects  ot  ihc  contest.  1  he  j)e()pic  also  are  .still  subjiNU  to  many  heavy 
exiietions,  and  the  abuses  aiul  grii*vances  accumulated  b\  recent 
mal-udmiiuslration  have  nut  vet  lx*eu  duly  remedied  or  redressed.’' 


[Cook  III. 

willi  the  degree  of  reliance  that  was  to  he  placed 
upon  their  word. 

In  the  antunm,  the  British  troops  cantoned  in  the 
valley  of  the  Guadiana  suffered  rather  severely 
from  malaria  fevers;  hut  it  was  not  yet  considered 
expedient  to  withdraw  them  entirely  from  the  ter¬ 
ritory  of  Spain.  On  the  lOtli  of  October  his  lord¬ 
ship,  with  a  fcAV  able  officers,  arrived  at  Lisbon, 
and  proceeded  to  reconnoitre  and  examine  mi¬ 
nutely  the  whole  country  in  front  of  that  capital. 
He  had  appreciated  at  the  first  glance  after  the 
battle  of  Vimeiro  the  excellences  of  Torres  Vedras 
as  a  defensive  position,  and  he  had  now'  determined 
upon  the  construction  of  those  celebrated  lines 
which  enabled  him  to  hafHe  all  the  efforts  of  the 
French  in  1810.  As  early  as  the  20th  of  October 
he  wrote  a“  Memorandum”  for  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Fletcher  of  the  engineers,  in  which  he  clearly  pointed 
out  the  double  line  of  position,  the  entrenchments 
and  redoubts,  the  number  of  men  required  at  each 
post,  &c.,  and  ordered  Colonel  Fletcher  to  examine 
every  road,  every  hill,  river,  or  rivulet  in  that  vici¬ 
nity  ;  to  calculate  the  precise  time  it  w'ould  take  to 
erect  the  Avorks,  to  break  up  the  bridges  in  front 
of  them,  &c.*  But  of  this  great  plan  nothing  Avas 
said,  or  even  Avhispered,  at  the  time.  By  the  3()lh 
of  October  Lord  "VVellington  had  returned  to  his 
head-quarters  at  Badajoz.  By  the  2nd  or  3rd  of 
November  he  was  at  Seville,  having  proceeded 
thither  to  confer  Avith  his  brother  the  Marquess  Wel¬ 
lesley,  and,  perhaps,  to  see  whether  by  personal  aji- 
jilication  he  might  not  he  able  to  set  aright  some  of 
the  errors  and  prejudices  of  the  junta.  From 
Seville  he  proceeded  w'ith  Lord  Wellesley  to  Cadiz, 
“  ])artly  to  arrange  money  matters,  and  partly  by 
curiosity  to  see  the  place.”  By  the  12th  of  No¬ 
vember  he  Avas  hack  at  Badajoz,  where  he  received 
information  that  orders  had  been  given  in  all  the 
Spanish  villages  of  that  province  to  prevent  the 
sale  of  forage  and  provisions  to  the  British  army.f 
And  a  feAv  days  after  this  last  intelligence  he  Avas 
informed  that  the  Spanish'army  had  run  headlong 
into  destruction,  and  had  suffered  at  Ocaiia  a  more 
tremendous  defeat  than  any  they  had  sustained 
since  the  commencement  of  the  Avar.  The  com¬ 
mand  of  the  army  of  Andalusia,  Avhich  had  retreated 
before  Sebastiani  into  the  recesses  of  the  Sierra 
Morena,  had  been  taken  from  General  Venegas  to 
be  given  to  General  Areizaga,  an  inferior  man,  an 
incx]ierienced  young  officer,  but  Avho  happened  to 
he  in  favour  Avith  the  central  junta.  Old  Cuesta 
had  also  retired  from  the  command  of  the  army  of 
Estremadura,  and — incredible  as  it  may  seem — a 
greater  blunderer  than  he.  General  Eguia,  had 
been  found  and  appointed  to  succeed  him.  [Lord 
Wellington  knew'  something  of  this  Eguia,  and  as 
far  back  as  the  14tli  of  September  he  had  set  down 
some  of  liis  plans  as  “  rank  nonsense.”]  Early  in 
November  tlie  sapient  junta,  avIio  had  chosen  tAvo 

•  For  this  pxtracrtliiuiry 'tlnciimont,  v Inch  lias  Boon  Cf>nsi«lon*d  ns 
one  of  tluMiiost  striking  evidiMices  existing  of  Welliiiglon’.s  cunipn?- 
liensivt*  miiul,  veurtration,  and  foresight,  see  Colonel  Curwouil,  NVel- 
iington  Disiiatelirs,  vol.  v.,  from  p.  234  to  239. 

•f-  Dispatches. 
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such  excellent  generals,  ordered  the  army  of  Anda¬ 
lusia,  joined  by  the  greater  part  of  tlie  army  of 
Estremadura,  to  advance  suddenly  upon  Madrid, 
and  this  without  any  previous  communication  with 
Lord  Wellington  at  Badajoz,  or  with  the  Duque  del 
Parque  and  the  other  Sj)anish  commanders  in  the 
north  of  Spain.  Young  Areizaga  wanted  to  have 
the  whole  glory  of  recovering  the  Spanish  capital ; 
with  nearly  50,000  men  and  60  pieces  of  artillery, 
he  descended  from  the  mountains,  where  the  French 
could  not  have  touched  him,  and  advanced  with  the 
confidence  of  an  ignorant  boy  into  the  wide  plains  of 
La  Mancha.  It  was  on  the  morning  of  the  19th  of 
November  that  he  encountered  in  the  open  fields  of 
Ocaiia  the  two  united  corps  ofMortier  and  Sebasti- 
ani,  who  advanced  upon  him  in  three  columns,  threw 
his  cavalry  head  over  heels,  and  broke  the  infantry 
of  his  right  wing  ;  upon  wdiich  his  left  wing  retired, 
or  fled,  without  firing  a  shot.  Then  followed  a  gene¬ 
ral  debacle,  with  the  loss  of  fifty-five  of  their  sixty 
cannon,  of  the  military  chest,  provisions,  baggage, 
clothing,  &c.,  and  with  a  terrific  loss  of  life,  w  hich 
must  have  been  sustained  rather  in  the  flight  than 
in  the  fight.*  The  fugitives  that  were  quick  or  for¬ 
tunate  to  escape  rushed  like  maniacs  through  the 
strong  pass  of  Despenas  Perros,  or  fled  by  other 
rough  roads  towards  M  urcia  or  Valencia.  Many 
thousands  were  taken  prisoners,  so  that  more  than 
one  half  of  this  army — the  largest  that  the  junta 
had  hitherto  sent  into  the  field — w'as  destroyed  or 
lost.  It  is  said  that  very  cruel  usage  was  adopted 
to  force  the  prisoners  into  the  French  service  ;  that 
8000  of  them  yielded,  but  took  the  first  opportunity 
to  desert,  and  join  the  guerillas  in  the  mountains. 

The  defeat  of  Areizaga  at  Ocana  drew'  after  it  the 
defeat  of  the  Duque  del  Parque,  who  had  quitted 

*  coiiltl  never  understand  how—or,  to  speak  more  plainly,  we 
could  never  believe  that — whole  .Spanish  battalions  died  immoveable 
at  their  posts,  in  an  open  plain,  in  Cuesta's  famous  battle  of  Medellin. 
The  Ihiti.sh  army,  even  in  later  days,  when  the  Spaniards  were  vastly 
improved,  never  saw  them  capable  of  quite  so  much  steadiness.  At 
Medellin  there  was  indeed  a  smashins;  lire  of  artillery  upon  the  Spa* 
nisli  ranks  and  columns;  but  this  would  har.lly  account  for  the  sort 
of  destruction  which  is  reported  to  have  taken  place.  It  appears  that 
at  MedelUti,  as  at  Ocaiia,  the  Spaniards  were  broken  and  enveloped 
at  once,  that  their  retreat  was  com\detely  cut  olT,  and  that,  in  their 
tlespair,  they  sold  their  lives  dearly.  At  the  lime  of  the  battle  of 
Ocaha,  when  llonapaiTe  had  successfully  terminated  theAfistrian  war, 
and  when  his  brotlier  Joseph  was  entertainiai;  sanguine  hopes  of  esla* 
hli-shing  Ills  throne,  the  system  was  recommended  and  adopted  of 
taking  as  many  Spanish  prisoners  as  possible,  and  of  trying  afterwards 
to  induce  tlnmi  to  enter  into  the  service  of  the  intrusive  king ;  but  at 
Uie  time  of  the  battle  of  Medellin,  when  Joseph’s  fenrs  were  gn-at,  a 
mucli  more  sanguinary  system  prevailed.  Marshal  Victor,  however, 
wrote  to  King  Joseph  after  the  battle  of  Medellin  :  “  J’he  loss  of  the 
.Spaniards  \Nas  so  great  that  it  must  be  seen  to  be  believed.  I  myself 
have  guue  over  the  held  of  battie  to  ascertain  the  facts.  All  the  Spa¬ 
nish  ha'talioiis  which  General  Cuesta  had  stationed  looppose  us.  whe¬ 
ther  in  line  or  iii  column.^,  are  still  lying  there  in  the  sama  in'der. 
Every  man,  ofiicer  and  soldier,  was  killed  ;  I  at  first  stated  iheir  lo.-.s 
at  10,000  to  l^jOUO  killed  ;  I  now  believe  it  was  more.  All  my  stuff 
have  seen  it  as  well  as  myself.  But  you  must  nut  suppose  that  it  was 
a  massacre  of  prisoners  :  no,  they  defended  themselves  to  the  last 
extremity,  exclaiming  ‘  No  quarter.'  The  sight  of  the  field  of  battle 
ii  really  frightful.”  Still  this  may  have  been,  in  good  part,  an  attempt 
to  cover  the  atrocity  of  the  slaughter,  (/olonel  N'apier,  after  mention¬ 
ing  how  LatourtMaiibourg  with  liis  cavalry  swept  round  the  left  flank, 
ami  then  fell  on  the  rear  of  CiiesUi,  and  how,  at  the  same  moment, 
Lasalle  and  his  cavalry  galloped  in  upon  tlie  broken  bands,  says, 
with  a  startling  brevity,  "  A  horrible  c.irnage  endued,  for  the  French 
soldiers,  wU;le  their  streiigtli  would  permit,  continued  to  follow  and 
strike,  until  three-fifths  of  the  Spanish  army  wallowed  in  blood.” — 
History  of  the  Feninsnlur  JJ'dr. 

In  the  battle  of  Medellin  O-iesta  was  wouuded,  a. id  ft-ll  from  his 
horse  ;  but  he  was  quickly  remounted,  and  ese.vpcd.  Another  .Spa¬ 
nish  general;  Frias,  vas  severely  \vounded  and  was  taken  prisoner. 


the  line  of  the  Tagus  to  co-operate  in  the  insane 
])lan  for  recovering  Madrid.  Del  Parque,  in  the 
month  of  October,  being  well  stationed  on  the 
heights  of  Tamames,  had  defeated  General  Mar- 
chand,  with  a  force  not  much  superior  in  number 
to  that  of  the  French.  This  rare  event  too  much 
elated  the  duque,  who,  not  satisfied  with  freeing 
Salamanca  from  the  French,  risked  his  army  several 
times  in  the  open  country  ;  and,  when  Areizaga  was 
thought  to  be  advancing  victoriously  through  La 
Mancha,  he  pushed  forward  into  the  open  country 
of  Castile,  till  Marchand,  whom  he  had  defeated, 
was  joined  by  Kellermann  and  a  fresh  division  from 
Valladolid.  Even  then,  ignorant  of  their  real  force, 
he  advanced  against  the  enemy.  On  discover¬ 
ing  that  Kellermann  had  come  up  the  duque  re¬ 
treated;  hut  it  was  too  late,  and  he  was  overtaken 
and  beaten  to  pieces  by  Kellermann,  on  the  28th  of 
November,  at  Alba  de  Tonnes,  the  whole  of  his 
cavalry  being  seized  with  a  sudden  panic,  and 
taking  to  flight  before  a  French  sabre  or  bullet 
could  touch  them.  The  Spanish  infantry  did  better, 
forming  into  square  and  repulsing  three  successive 
charges  of  the  French  cavalry  ;  hut,  when  del 
Parque  ordered  a  retreat  upon  Tamames,  the  scene 
of  his  victory  in  October,  the  infantry  too  began  to 
desert ;  and  on  the  following  morning  the  roads 
were  strewed  with  mnsquets  and  knapsacks  thrown 
away  by  the  fugitives,  and  the  deque’s  army  of 
20,000  men  was  dwindled  down  to  a  few  hundreds. 
Kellermann  reported  that  he  took  all  the  artillery 
of  the  right  wing,  killed  3000  men,  and  made  200 
prisoners.*  Thus  the  two  armies  which  consti¬ 
tuted  the  principal  regular  force  of  the  Spaniards, 
and  which,  if  they  had  been  kept  within  the  line  of 
the  Tagus  and  -posted  along  the  Sierra  Morena, 
might  long  have  protected  Andalusia  and  the  pro¬ 
vinces  of  the  South  from  French  invasion,  had 
been  thrown  away  on  a  most  foolish  errand  !  Lord 
Wellington,  whose  advice  and  warning  had  been 
rejected  and  despised,  was  deeply  mortified  by  the 
events.  “  I  lament,”  says  he,  “  that  a  cause  which 
promised  so  well  a  few  weeks  ago  should  have 
been  so  completely  lost  by  the  ignorance,  presump¬ 
tion,  and  mismanagement  of  those  to  whose  direc¬ 
tion  it  was  intrusted.  I  declare  that,  if  they  had 
preserved  their  two  armies,  or  even  one  of  them, 
the  cause  was  safe.  The  French  could  have  sent 
no  reinforcements  which  could  have  been  of  any 
use  ;  time  would  have  been  gained  ;  the  state  of 
affairs  would  have  improved  daily ;  all  the  chances 
were  in  our  favour ;  and  in  the  first  moment  of 
weakness,  occasioned  by  any  diversion  on  the  con¬ 
tinent,  or  by  the  growing  discontent  of  the  French 
themselves  with  the  war,  the  French  armies  must 
have  been  driven  out  of  Spain.  But,  no  !  nothing 
w’ill  answer  except  to  fight  great  battles  in  plains, 
in  which  the  defeat  of  the  Spanish  armies  is  as 
certain  as  is  the  commencement  of  the  battle.  They 
will  not  credit  the  accounts  I  have  repeatedly  given 
them  of  the  superior  number  even  of  the  French: 
they  will  seek  them  out,  and  they  find  them  invari- 

•  Soutliey,  Ilistorv  of  tlie  I’euiiisulai-  W.n-. 
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ably  in  all  parts  in  numbers  superior  to  them¬ 
selves.”* 

The  defeat  of  the  Duque  del  Parque  left  the 
French  at  full  leisure  to  direct  their  operations 
against  the  most  vulnerable  part  of  Portugal.  On 
the  line  of  the  Guadiana,  where  his  army  was  sta¬ 
tioned,  or  on  the  side  of  Alemtejo,  Lord  Wellington 
could  apprehend  no  attack,  attempts  in  that  quarter 
having  always  proved  unsuccessful :  and,  after 
what  Soult  had  sutFered  during  his  advance  to,  and 
retreat  from,  Oporto,  it  was  not  at  all  likely  that 
the  French  would  make  a  second  experiment  upon 
Portugal  from  the  Galician  frontier  at  the  opposite 
extremity  of  the  kingdom.  But  an  intermediate 
route  from  the  province  of  Salamanca  by  Ciudad 
Rodrigo  was  more  open  and  much  easier,  and 
would  lead  the  invading  columms  into  the  heart  of 
Portugal  or  about  midway  between  the  Galician 
frontier  and  the  frontier  of  Alemtejo,  cutting  off 
Jiisbon  from  Oporto.  The  capture  of  Ciudad 
Rodrigo  would,  moreover,  cut  off  the  communica¬ 
tion  between  the  Spanish  government  and  the 
northern  provinces  of  Spain,  and,  besides  opening 
the  easiest  way  into  Portugal  and  bringing  on  the 
fall  of  Almeida,  it  would  inevitably  give  the  French 
])ossession  of  Old  Castile  ;  and  Lord  Wellington 
obtained  certain  information  that  a  French  council 
of  war  had  recommended  the  immediate  siege  of 
Ciudad  Rodrigo.  Ilis  lordship’s  primary  object 
was,  and  had  all  along  been,  the  defence  of  Por¬ 
tugal.  It  was  therefore  clear  that  the  line  of  the 
Guadiana  w'as  no  longer  the  line  for  him  ;  and  he 
resolved  to  withdraw  his  troops  from  that  frontier, 
to  march  them  to  Lisbon  and  to  the  right  bank  of 
the  Tagus,  and  to  extend  them  from  thence  towards 
Oporto  and  the  river  Douro.  Fle  would  thus 
meet  the  storm  where  it  was  now  sure  to  burst. 
This  plan,  promptly  conceived — for  a  few  days 
before,  and  until  the  annihilation  of  the  armies  of 
Areizaga  and  del  Parque,  it  had  been  unnecessary 
to  think  of  it — ^was  carried  into  execution  with 
excellent  order,  and  with  all  the  rapidity  that  was 
necessary.  Quitting  the  unhospitable  ground  of 
Spain  altogether,  the  mass  of  the  British  army 
moved  through  Alemtejo  in  the  rainy  month  of 
December,  cro-sed  the  Tagus  at  Abrantes,  and 
marched  on  to  the  Mondego.  At  the  beginning  of 
.Tanuar)',  1810,  Lord  Wellington  fixed  his  head 
quarters  at  Viseu,  having  his  out-posts  along  the 
frontiers  of  Spain  towards  Ciudad  Rodrigo.  He 
had  left  General  Hill  and  his  division  at  Abrantes; 
and  General  Fane’s  brigade  of  heavy  cavalry  also 
remaini'd  on  the  banks  of  the  Tagus.  Abrantes, 
which  commands  the  passage  of  the  Tagus  (over 
which  river  a  bridge  of  boats  had  been  constructed), 
is  situated  on  the  summit  of  a  lofty  hill,  is  natu¬ 
rally  a  strong  place,  surrounded  by  an  old  wall ; 
and  its  defences  had  been  improved  bv  English 

*  ni-riilclips.  His  Imilsliip  iiilds,  “  I  fini  only  afriiiil,  now,  tlmt  I 
sliall  tic  too  late  to  save  ('iiwlail  K.nlri^'O,  tlic  loss  of wliich  will  sn-mc 
to  the  I’n-nch  Old  Caslilc,  and  Mill  cut  oil  all  coinninnication  with 
tlic  norllicrn  provinces,  and  leaic  them  to  their  fate.  I  Mornler  mIic- 
tiler  the  S|iaidsh  olllcers  evi'r  reail  the  history  of  the  American  M'ur, 
or  of  their  OMii  war  in  tliu  Dutch  prounecs,  or  of  their  own  war  in 
I’orluc  .1.” 
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engineers.  Viseu,  at  the  distance  of  134  miles 
N.N.E.  from  Lisbon,  also  stands  on  elevated 
ground.  In  both  places  the  troops,  who  were  now 
jiroperly  supplied  with  provisions,  recovered  their 
health,  and  got  rid  of  the  malaria  fevers  they  had 
caught  in  Spain.  Parliamentary  oppositionists  and 
other  persons  at  home  might  represent  the  case  as 
hopeless,  the  attempt  as  madness;  but  assuredly 
Lord  Wellington  never  for  one  moment  despaired 
of  defending  Portugal  against  whatever  French 
host  might  be  brought  against  him  ;  and  the  gallant 
army  under  his  command  fully  shared  in  this  con¬ 
fidence.  After  these  toilsome  marches  had  all 
been  completed,  there  was  a  long  repose  ;  but  the 
time,  far  from  being  lost,  was  most  advantageously 
employed  in  improving  the  commissariat,  the 
baggage  and  conveyance  department,  and  other 
branches  and  departments  (without  which  the 
bravery  and  activity  of  an  army  may  he  thrown 
away,  and  the  strategetical  skill  of  its  commander 
baulked  and  defeated),  in  training  and  thoroughly 
disciplining  the  reinforcements  which  arrived  from 
England,  and  in  raising  the  Portuguese  regular 
army  to  a  state  of  efficiency  in  numbers,  arma¬ 
ment,  and  discipline.  In  this  last  part  of  his 
many  and  arduous  duties  his  lordship  w’as  most 
ably  seconded  by  General  Beresford,  who  showed, 
in  the  following  campaign,  what  Portuguese  troops 
were  worth  when  trained  and  commanded  by  Bri¬ 
tish  officers.  This  result,  and  numerous  other 
advantages,  could  only  be  obtained  through  the 
superior  docility  and  modesty  of  the  people,  and 
the  more  rational  and  submissive  temper  of  their 
provisional  government.  The  Portuguese  had  the 
habit  of  depending  on  their  old  allies  the  British, 
and  of  looking  up  with  respect  to  their  superior 
wealth,  resources,  means,  and  endowments  ;  the 
Spaniards,  ami  especially  the  srqierb  Castilians, 
had  only  the  more  ancient  habit  of  considering 
themselves  as  the  first  people  in  the  world,  and  of 
des])ising  all  other  nations.  Lisbon  at  tliis  time 
presented  the  appearance  of  the  capital  of  a  great 
British  colony ;  our  embassy,  our  merchants,  our 
navy,  our  troops  seemed  to  hold  undisturbed  pos¬ 
session  of  the  city.  The  Portuguese  soldiers,  com¬ 
manded  and  disciplined  by  English  otiicers,  and 
receiving  their  ])ay  in  English  money,  looked  more 
like  partisans  of  their  powerful  ally  than  the  mili¬ 
tary  force  of  the  country  to  which  they  belonged. 
Now  and  then  the  Bishop  of  Oporto,  president  of 
the  council  of  regency,  showed  some  insubordina¬ 
tion  and  gave  a  little  trouble ;  but,  on  the  whole, 
everything  was  apparently  subjected  to  the  control 
of  England,  whose  assistance  alone  could  prevent 
the  French  armies  from  re-obtaining  possession  of 
the  whole  country  and  satisfying  their  revenge  on 
the  people.*  If  a  similar  control,  or  even  an 
approach  to  it,  could  have  been  obtained  in  Spain, 
that  unhappy  country  might  have  been  spared  some 
years  of  the  most  terrible  and  destructive  war  that 
has  been  known  in  modern  Europe. 

•  (’ul.  Lei'll  ITav,  Niirrative* — Col.  (Jurwood,  Wellington  Dii- 
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The  declaration  of  war  by  Austria  against  France 
— which  would  not  have  been  made  at  that  mo¬ 
ment  without  English  encouragement  and  promises 
of  aid — hound  our  government  to  attempt  two 
great  diversions  (in  addition  to  the  war  we  were 
carrying  on  in  the  Spanish  Peninsula,  and  which 
gave  occupation  to  200,000  French)  in  two  very 
opposite  parts  of  Europe, — in  Holland  and  in  the 
South  of  Italy.  From  the  beginning  of  the  month 
of  May  preparations  were  made  for  fitting  out  one 
of  the  greatest  armaments  that  had  ever  issued 
from  the  ports  of  Great  Britain  ■,  and  by  the  end 
of  July  an  army  of  40,000  men  w’as  collected,  and 
a  fleet  of  thirty-seven  sail  of  the  line,  two  50-gun 
ships,  three  of  44  guns,  twenty-three  frigates, 
thirty-one  ship  and  brig  sloops,  five  bomb  vessels, 
twenty-three  gun  brigs,  and  about  one  hundred 
and  twenty  sail  of  hired  cutters,  tenders,  gun¬ 
boats,  &c.  —  in  all  two  hundred  and  forty-five 
vessels  of  war — accompanied  by  about  four  hun¬ 
dred  sail  of  transports,  was  ready  to  convey 
and  co-operate  with  the  army.  Unfortunately 
the  destination  of  this  mighty  armament  could 
not  possibly  be  concealed  from  the  French,  or 
from  any  other  people  that  knew  what  was,  and 
had  long  been,  in  progress  on  the  Scheldt.  Not 
even  Nelson  and  Trafalgar  had  made  Bonaparte 
despair  of  disputing  the  sovereignty  of  the  seas  and 
invading  England.  Ever  since  the  spring  of  1807 
formidable  naval  preparations  had  been  carried  on 
by  France  in  those  waters ;  and,  finding  that  the 
]iort  of  Antwerp  was  not  quite  deep  enough  to  float 
an  80-gun  ship,  with  lier  guns  and  stores  onboard, 
Bonaparte  had  forced  his  brother  Louis,  the  no¬ 
minal  King  of  Holland,  to  cede  to  France  the  port 
of  Flushing,  which  lies  at  the  entrance  of  the  Scheldt, 
and  offers  a  capacious  bason,  in  which  twenty  or 
more  sail  of  the  line  may  lie  in  perfect  safety,  and 
in  readiness  for  sea  on  all  occasion.  By  the  spring 
of  the  present  year  ten  74-gun  ships  were  at 
anchor  near  the  Calot  Sand  ;  nine  ships  of  the  line 
were  on  the  stocks  at  Antwerp,  most  of  them  ready 
to  be  launched,  and  at  the  same  place  the  keels  of 
nineteen  ships  of  war,  large  and  small,  were  laid, 
while  on  the  stocks  at  Flushing  there  were  one  74 
and  three  smaller  vessels.  Besides  these  there 
were,  at  Flushing,  at  Antwerp,  and  in  the  Texel, 
several  sail  of  the  line  actually  ready  for  sea. 
Counting  on  his  conference  with  the  Emperor 
Alexander  at  Erfurt,  the  Emperor  of  the  French 
fully  expected  that  nineteen  or  twenty  Russian 
ships  of  the  line  would  be  put  at  his  disposal ;  he 
knew  that  he  could  calculate  on  the  hardy  seamen 
of  Denmark,  and  on  what  little  remained  pf  the 
fleet  of  that  country  ;  the  defeats  of  the  King  of 
Sweden  by  the  French  and  by  the  Russians  would 
place  the  naval  resources  of  the  Swedes  in  his 
bands;  and  altogether  he  hoped  to  collect  at  some 
opjiortune  moment  a  fleet  of  sixty  sail  of  the  line 
on  the  Dutch  coast.  Bonaparte,  too,  was  known  to 
have  expended  nearly  3,000,000/.  sterling  in  con¬ 
verting  Antwerp  into  a  great  naval  depot,  in  mak¬ 
ing  basons,  dock-yards,  and  arsenals,  and  fortifica¬ 


tions  to  defend  them.  It  was  not  to  be  expected 
that  England  should  allow  these  preparations  to 
go  on  without  making  an  attempt  to  interrupt 
them ;  and,  as  soon  as  our  armament  was  begun, 
its  destination  w'as  but  an  obvious  inference.  The 
very  same  reasons  which  account  for  the  impossi¬ 
bility  of  secrecy  justify  the  government  in  selecting 
Holland  rather  than  any  other  country,  in  which  to 
operate  the  diversion  in  favour  of  Austria ;  and  this 
point  w'as,  moreover,  recommended  by  the  known 
existence  of  a  very  strong  party  in  the  United  Pro¬ 
vinces  hostile  to  the  French.  Nor  in  the  present  state 
of  the  northern  powers,  with  Denmark  hostile,  with 
Russia  hostile,  with  Sweden  crushed  and  falling  to 
pieces, with  Prussia  conquered  and  her  sea-ports  and 
forts  in  the  hands  of  the  French,  would  it  be  very 
easy  to  discover  where  our  diversion  could  have 
been  made  except  in  Holland.  Small  flying  forces, 
like  those  led  by  Major  Schill  and  the  Duke  of 
Brunswick,  were  able  to  maintain  themselves  for  a 
short  season  in  the  north  of  Germany  and  the  coun¬ 
try  on  the  Elbe  ;  but  those  impoverished  regions 
could  not  have  supported  a  large  British  army,  and 
a  small  one  would  have  been  sacrificed.  And,  even 
admitting  that  30,000  or  40,000  British  troops 
might  have  been  landed  on  the  Elbe,*  marched 
into  the  interior  of  Germany,  and  there  supported 
with  the  provisions  and  stores  they  carried  with 
them,  or  by  such  as  should  be  sent  after  them, 
from  England,  our  government  might  be  excused 
for  not  rushing  into  this  bold  adventure,  sinCe  such 
an  armv  must  be  only  secondary  to  the  great  armies 
of  the  Emperor  of  Austria,  and,  in  fact,  almost 
entirely  dependent  on  Austrian  steadiness,  ability, 
and  good  luck,  which  were  all  so  very  doubtful — to 
say  nothing  of  that  treachery,  both  in  council  and 
in  the  field,  the  existence  of  which  seems  to  be 
proved  by  so  many  fatal  reverses  in  past  campaigns, 
as  well  as  in  the  present.  Before  our  expedition 
sailed  from  the  Downs,  Bonaparte  had  fought  and 
won  the  battle  of  Wagram,  and  errors  had  been 
committed  by  the  Austrians  similar  in  nature  and 
equal  in  amount  to  any  that  they  had  committed 
in  former  wars.  Our  appearance  on  the  continent 
might  reasonably  be  expected  to  revive  the  spirit 
of  the  Emperor  Francis  ;  and  it  behoved  our  go¬ 
vernment  to  make  a  great  effort  for  the  destruction 
of  the  docks  and  arsenals  on  the  Scheldt,  and  for 
the  capture  or  destruction  of  all  that  they  con¬ 
tained.  The  Walcheren  expedition,  even  as  it  was 
managed,  gave  serious  alarm  to  Bonaparte,  then 
far  away  on  the  Danube,  and  it  kept  on  the  Dutch 
coast,  and  on  the  N.W.  coast  of  France,  some 
troops  which  might  have  been  sent  to  reinforce 
him  in  a  struggle  in  which  be  was,  at  least  once, 

•  Some  trifling  domoustrations  were  made  on  the  Elbe.  Captain 
Ooate,  Mith  11.  M.  sloop  the  ‘  Mostiuito,’  and  three  small  tjmi-vessels, 
entered  that  river  on  the9ih  of  July,  and,  landing  seniors  and  marines, 
took  both  the  town  and  the  battery  of  Cuxhaveii,  although  the  battery 
was  sirong,  surrounded  by  a  wet  ditch,  and  defended  by  500  French 
troops.  And  subsequently  to  this  an  English  flotilla  with  some  hun¬ 
dreds  of  troops  ou  board  appeared  in  the  same  waters.  'I  lie  force  Mas 
too  small  to  do  any  good,  as  the  popular  insurrection  in  the  north  of 
Germany  was  then  ^ing  crushed;  but  it  appears  to  have  been  in 
these  English  vessels  that  the  Duke  of  Brunswick  and  his  brave  com¬ 
panions  escaped  from  the  continent. 
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very  nearly  over-matclieJ  and  beaten.  We  appre¬ 
hend,  however,  that  no  excuse  can  be  found  for 
ministers  in  their  strange  selection  of  commanders 
for  this  expedition  :  the  Flarl  of  Chatham,  to  whom 
they  gave  the  supreme  command  of  the  land  forces, 
had  scarcely  anylliing  to  recommend  him  except 
his  being  an  amiable  man,  and  connected  with 
gi'cat  men  j*  and,  as  for  Rear-Admiral  Sir  Richard 
.John  Strachan,  it  would  be  committing  an  injustice 
to  the  navy  not  to  say  that  there  wore  fifty  officers, 
even  among  those  who  had  the  requisites  of  pro¬ 
fessional  rank  or  grade,  fitter  than  he  for  the  com¬ 
mand  of  the  fleet.  If  the  government  could  have 
got  rid  of  the  rank  and  routine  system,  and  of 
other  causes  which  often  liad  much  to  do  with  these 
appointments,  there  was  one  officer  at  hand  fittest 
of  all  for  this  particular  service — Captain  Lord 
Cochrane.  Or,  by  recalling  him  from  the  Medi¬ 
terranean,  they  might  have  employed  the  ambidex¬ 
terous  Sir  Sidney  Smitli,  who  was  equal,  or  very 
nearly  so,  to  Sir  Richard  Strachan  in  rank,  and 
who  was  quite  equal,  if  not  superior,  even  to  Lord 
Cochrane  in  in-shore  work,  or  for  operations,  such 
as  the  jiresent,  which  required  the  sador  to  have 
“  one  foot  on  land  and  one  on  sea.”  But,  as  if  the 
appointment  of  inferior  commanders  w’ere  not  suffi¬ 
cient  to  mar  tlie  business,  the  government,  uuin- 
strncted  by  many  examples,  neglected  to  define  the 
authorities  of  each,  thus  leaving  the  sluice-gate 
open  to  those  differences  of  opinion  and  jealousies 
of  aiuhority  which  had  usually  broken  out  between 
generals  and  admirals.  The  objectsof  the  expedition, 
as  explained  in  the  Earl  of  Chatham’s  instructions, 
were,  “  The  capture  or  destruction  of  the  enemy’s 
ships,  either  building  at  Antwerp  and  Flushing, 
or  afloat  in  the  Scheldt;  the  destruction  of  the 
arsenals  and  dockyards  at  Antwerp,  Terneuse,  and 
Flushing;  the  reduction  of  the  island  of  Wal- 
cheren  ;  and  tlie  rendering,  if  possible,  the  Scheldt 
no  longer  navigable  for  ships  of  war.”  Nelson,  in 
1801,  had  fixed  his  eye  upon  the  same  point,  and 
had  considered  it  as  a  week's  expedition  for  a 
small  fleet  and  4000  or  5000  land  troops;  but 
since  that  time  the  works  of  Bonaparte  had  ren¬ 
dered  the  enterprise  much  more  difficult.  Ministers 
knew  that  Great  Britain  had  held  possession  of  the 
island  of  Walcheren  before  now ;  unfortunately 

•  Uven  iLccoriliiii;  to  a  not  miriii'iidly  or^.iii  twliidi  was  oocasionallv 
playi'd  liy  Waltfv  Scotl,  as  well  as  by  Southey)  the  appointment  ot  the 
■son  of  till!  lirst  Kavl  orchaihiim  and  brothel' of  William  I'itt.  “excited 
|•■lll^ich■l•able  wonder,  lor  Lord  Ch  ithain  was  a  man  whose  habits  ot 
indolence  ivere  notoriously  inveteraie,  iusonuieh  that  in  the  height  of 
his  brolher’s  power  it  liad  been  found  necessary  to  remove  him  from 
lirst  loril  ol  the  admiralty."— ifne  Edinhuvgh  Annual 

In  a  note  to  the  above  passage  it  is  said,  “  While  he  held  the  situa¬ 
tion  ol  lira  lord  of  the  adinirally  he  was  called  the/a/c  I.ord  Cliatham, 
becanse,  his  hour  of  risinj;  nns  nsnally  in  the  aflernomi.’'  In  the  text 
there  are  a  few  other  sentences  which 'seem  to  denote  the  pen  of  Scott : 

Loui  t  InUliani  s  manners  were  agreeable,  nnd  in  conversation  lie 
displated  Uilents,  which,  ns  they  never  appeared  on  oilier  occasions, 
seem  only  to  have  been  exerted  for  com  ersational  purposes,  or  only 
eipml  to  them.  Mr.  I’itt  was  known  to  have  described  him  ns  a  person 
ot  useless  abilities.  He  had  served  on  the  continent  duriim  the  .\nti- 
j.ieobin  war,  and  wastliird  in  command  at  the  diseracefid  capitulation 
of  tlie  I  lelder.  At  this  ]iresent  time  lie  liidd  the  sitiiat  on  of  master  of 
the  ordnance,  and  in  tliiit  cniiacity  po..sessed  a  seal  in  the  cabinet.  In 
Uie  course  of  the  expedition,  and  still  more  after  its  eoncbision,  some 
inconvenience  was  found  to  result  from  haviiie  thus  invested  a  c'lbiiiet 
minister  with  command.’’ 
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they  had  no  statistical  returns  to  show’  at  what  ex¬ 
pense  of  health  and  life  that  oecupation  had  been 
maintained  in  the  days  of  William  HI.  and  Queen 
Anne ;  and  they  declared  afterwards  that  they 
never  contemplated  a  permanent,  or  even  a  long, 
possession  of  the  island.  The  study  of  statistics, 
which  had  scarcely  been  begun  in  1809,  was  alto¬ 
gether  unknown  a  century  earlier  :  there  existed 
no  materials  in  the  war-offiee,  in  the  army  medical 
board,  or  anywhere  else  in  England,  whereby  to 
judge  of  the  insalubrity  of  those  islands  in  the 
estuary  of  the  Scheldt :  nevertheless,  there  is  truth 
as  well  as  point  in  the  assertions  that  “  the  expe¬ 
dition  to  Walcheren,  planned  and  conducted  as  it 
was,  was  the  fruit  of  statistical  ignorance  in  every 
one — everywhere  from  the  iirime  minister  to  the 
commander-in-chief,  and  from  him  to  the  surgeon’s 
mate  :  and  that  ignorance,  which  every  Middle- 
burghian,  any  Dutchman  could  have  enlightened 
or  dispelled,  cost  us  10,000  brave  men,  not  a  little 
money,  and  not  a  little  credit.”  * 

On  the  28th  of  July  the  Grand  Armada — for 
such  it  might  be  called — set  sail  from  the  Downs.f 
In  the  course  of  the  following  day,  it  was  nearly 
all  collected  on  the  Dutch  coast ;  and  then  began 
the  differences  of  opinion,  and  the  discoveries  that 
the  fleet  was  not  sufficiently  provided  with  boats 
for  landing  the  troops,  ordnance,  &c.  The  wiser 
part  of  the  officers  were  for  going  on  to  Antwerp  at 
once  (Antwerp  was  not  forty-five  miles  distant),  to 
try  a  coup  de  main  before  the  place  should  be  put 
in  a  full  state  of  defence;  but  the  less  wise  were 
for  beginning  with  Flushing,  and  this  last  opinion 
prevailed.  Flushing,  whose  importance,  as  com¬ 
pared  with  Antwerp,  was  as  ten  to  a  thousand, 
was  invested  on  the  1st  or  2nd  of  August;  but  so 
slow  were  our  incapable  commanders  that  nearly 
a  fortnight  elapsed  before  they  got  their  batteries 
all  ready, I  and  began  their  bombardment  in  earnest. 
They  began  to  bombard  hotly  on  the  13th  ;  and 
on  the  15th,  when  two  churches,  the  Stadt-house, 
and  250  houses  had  been  destroyed.  General  Mon- 
net,  who  commanded  the  garrison  of  Flushing, 
held  up  the  white  flag  and  requested  a  suspension 
of  hostilities.  On  the  following  evening  the  articles 

•  KdhibDri^h  Tvoviow,  vol.  xlix.,  nrliclo  on  Military  Ethicatlou. 

I  The  Kavl  uf  (’hatiKim  was  accomiiniufd  or  followed  in  part  ofthe 
expedition  by  the  la'.o  Sir  M'illiam  Curli.s.  bisenit-buker,  banker, 
coutraetor,  alderman,  lord  mayor.  Accordin}5  to  a  street  song  of  tiie 
ilay, 

“  Great  Chatham  sailed  safe  from  the  Downs, 

\Vith  Ciirlis  so  loyal  ainl  funny  ; 

Tliey  both  eame  back  again  safe, 

Hiit  cost  .lohn  Hull  tw  elve  millions  of  money.” 

There  is  a  note  in  UoiUley’s  Annual  Register  U)  this  ellect:  — 
“Among  the  vi.sitors  of  the  Heel  was  one  who  attracted  much  notice 
l)y  tlm  pomp  of  his  appearance,  or  what  may  be  called  his  etpiipage. 
This  was  Sir  M’ilbam  Curtis,  who  was  w  afted  to  tlie  Dow  ns  in  a 
Mudit,  either  of  his  own,  or  Inred  for  tlie  puriuise,  or  borrowed,  beavi- 
tifullv  ]miuted,  adorned  with  a  streamer  bearing  devices  prognosti- 
eating  victory  and  glory,  and  carrying  delicate  relre»liments  of  all 
kinds  to  the  military  and  naval  commanders,  and  the  principal 
onicers.” 

J  (fcneial  the  Earl  of  Chatham  said  he  was  wailing  for  Admiiul 
Sir  Richard  Strachan,  ami  the  admiial  said  he  was  w ailing  lor  the 
Karl  of  C'halham.  Their  poAlions  were  described  in  a  WfU-kno«n 
cpiatrain— 

“  The  Kavl  of  Chatham,  with  his  sword  drawn, 

Stood  wait  ng  for  Sir  RiehuMl  S.iaehaii  ; 

Sir  Richard,  eager  to  he  at  'em, 

Stood  walling  for  the  Karl  of  Chatham.” 
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of  ca})itiilation  Avere  signed ;  and  the  garrison, 
amounting  to  about  GOOO  men,  laid  down  their 
arms  in  front  of  the  place,  to  be  conveyed  as  pri¬ 
soners  of  war  to  England.*  The  ships  that  were 
atloat  had  fled  at  the  approach  of  the  English  j 
those  that  were  on  the  stocks,  or  in  dock,  were 
secured.  With  the  e.xccption  of  the  peaceable  sur¬ 
render,  on  the  nth,  of  two  small  islands  to  the 
north  of  the  Eastern  Scheldt,  the  reduction  of 
Flushing  was  the  virtual  termination  of  the  cam¬ 
paign.  On  the  21st,  and  not  sooner,  the  late  Lord 
Chatham  removed  his  head-quarters  from  Flush¬ 
ing  to  Veere;  and  on  the  23rd  he  went  to  Ter  Goes, 
on  the  contiguous  island  of  South  Beveland,  and 
talked  solemnly  of  going  on  to  Antwerp.  But 
before  he  could  get  there  he  must  reduce  Lillo  and 
Licfkenshoeck,  places  strong  of  old,  and  of  late 
years  made  much  stronger;  and  now  he  learned 
that  each  of  these  two  forts  mounted  40  pieces  of 
heavy  cannon,  and  had  a  formidable  garrison ;  that 
the  dykes  in  the  neighbourhood  had  been  cut,  and 
the  whole  country  laid  under  water ;  that  bars  had 
been  drawn  across,  and  all  sorts  of  impediments 
thrown  into  the  Scheldt  to  stop  the  advance  of  our 
men  of  war  ;  that  a  particularly  strong  boom-chain 
had  been  drawn  across  the  river  from  Lillo  to  Lief- 
kenshoeck ;  that  arrangements  had  been  made  to 
sink  vessels  in  a  narrow  part  of  the  channel  be¬ 
tween  those  forts  and  Antwerp  ;  and  that  batteries 
d  fleur  de  I’eau  had  been  erected  by  the  French 
wherever  the  river  was  narrowest  and  most  difficult. 
A  great  many  of  these  preparations  had  been  made 
during  the  fortnight  and  more  that  he  had  been 
pottering  at  Flushing.  And,  while  he  paused  and 
pondered  for  nearly  another  fortnight.  Marshal 
Bernadotte  arrived  at  Antwerp,  and  from  40,000  to 
50,000  regular  troops,  French,  Dutch,  and  Ger¬ 
mans,  were  collected  in  that  neighbourhood,  together 
with  hosts  of  militia  both  from  Belgium  and 
from  Holland.  Add  to  all  this,  that  10,000  of  the 
British  troops  had  been  left  behind  to  keep  pos¬ 
session  of  the  Island  of  Walcheren  ;  that  3000  w'ere 
on  the  sick  list ;  that  nearly  all  the  provisions 
brought  from  England  were  eaten  up ;  that  the 
country  we  had  seized  could  supply  next  to  no¬ 
thing  ;  and  we  need  not  be  surprised  that  a  coun¬ 
cil  of  war  called  together  by  the  Earl  of  Chatham, 
on  the  2'Ith  of  August,  should  be  decidedly  of 
opinion  “  that  it  was  not  advisable  to  undertake 
further  operations.”t  Sir  Richard  Strachan  thought 

•  During  the  siege  of  Flushing  the  king’s  approbation  was  signified 
to  Karl  Ciiiithnm  (an  especial  favourite  at  court)  for  the  promptitrcrle 
with  which  ho  liad  commenced,  and  the  vigour  with  which  he  luid 
conducted,  his  operations  1 

III  all,  Chatham  liad  consumed  nearly  10,000  rounds  of  ammimilion. 
General  Momiet  w.3s  dismi.ssed  from  the  Frencli  ,ijmy  with  disgrace, 
fer  surrtMideriug  while  he  liad  still  4000  men  fit  for  duty. 

-j-  Of  the  practicability  of  doing  all  that  the  Karl  of  Chatham  was 
commis'-ioned  to  do  (had  he  but  had  more  speed  and  more  skill),  a 
French  military  writer  says, — 

Klaiikenberg  is  the  point  of  coast  the  most  convenient  for  the 
disembarentiou  of  a  body  of  troops  destined  for  the  invasion  of  Flan¬ 
ders.  From  this  siiot  a  paved  road  runs  straight  to  Antwerp.  Its 
length  is  2G  leagues;  it  pa'Ses  through  Kruges  and  Ghent.  These 
two  cities,  at  tliis  time  the  capitals  of  rich  and  populous  departments, 
Mliieh  indirect  taxation  was  harassing  more  than  the  con.scription, 
would  hare  supplied  few  rceruits ;  but,  in  taking  up  a  position  there, 
the  Knglish  would  give  to  their  plans  an  air  of  importance,  convert  to 
their  use  the  resources  of  this  fertile  country,  occasion  a  momentary 


that  it  would,  and  then  thought  that  it  would 
not,  be  possible  to  fulfil  that  part  of  the  govern¬ 
ment  instructions  which  directed  him,  if  ^iossible, 
to  render  the  Scheldt  no  longer  navigable  for  ships 
of  war;  and  so  did  nothing  at  all.  Seriously,  the 
thing  was  an  impracticability,  and  our  ministers 
must  have  been  dreaming  when  they  thought  of  it. 
In  spite  of  the  two-third  rations,  and  of  the  sickness 
which  was  spreading,  it  is  possible  that  our  com¬ 
manders  might  have  remained  some  time  longer 
where  they  were,  doing  nothing  ;  hut,  as  they 
stopped  their  offensive  operations,  the  enemy  com¬ 
menced  theirs.  On  the  30th  and  31st  of  August 
they  opened  a  fire  of  guns  and  mortars  from  both 
banks  of  the  river  ;  aixl  compelled  our  ships  to 
retire  from  their  advanced  position.  This,  indeed, 
was  of  no  importance  now ;  the  ships  of  every  de¬ 
scription  departed  altogether  from  the  country  as 
soon  as  the  weather  would  permit,  and  by  the  4th 
of  September  every  part  of  Zealand  was  evacuated 
by  the  English,  except  the  island  of  Walcheren.* 
On  the  14th  of  September,  Earl  Chatham  embarked 
for  England  with  the  greater  part  of  the  army, 
leaving  Sir  Eyre  Coote  to  hold  the  command  of  the 
remainder,  and  to  keep  possession  of  Walcheren, 
for  the  purpose  of  blocking  up  the  Scheldt,  stopping 
the  egress  of  the  Batavo- Gallic  fleet,  and  keeping 
open  an  inlet  for  the  trade  of  Great  Britain  into 
Holland !  Before  the  Earl  of  Chatham  took  his 
final  departure,  8000  men  on  the  sick  list  denoted 
either  that  the  climate  did  not  suit  the  constitu¬ 
tion  of  his  British  Majesty’s  subjects,  or  that 
there  was  something  peculiarly  noxious  there 
this  year  in  the  air  and  season.  And  he  had 
not  been  gone  long  when  all  the  force  he  had 
left  under  Sir  Eyre  Coote  began  to  disappear 
with  alarming  rapidity  in  the  hospitals  or  in 
the  grave.  The  disease  has  been  described  as 
nothing  but  very  had  fever  and  ague,  chiefly  pro- 

inquietude  and  fear,  and  paralyze  the  zeal  of  those  Bolginns  who, 
from  interest,  were  devoted  to  France.  From  the  Downs  to  JUaiikeu- 
berg  is  20  leagues  ;  and  the  passage  could  be  so  managed  that  Die 
fleet  should  arrive  at  the  break  of  day.  The  disenibarcation  would 
be  accomplished  u  ithout  striking  a  blow,  and  Bruges  be  immediately 
occupied.  The  light  detachments  would  then  advance  upon  Sluis, 
a  di>mantled  fort,  and  then,  by  Moldeghani  and  Capiike,  upon  Ghent. 
A  division  of  10,000  or  12,000  meu  should  also  march  upon  (kairtray, 
with  orders  to  push  forward  a  party,  and  retain  a  coramuiiiculion 
with  Ghent  by  the  great  road  of  Menin.  At  length  the  main  body  of 
the  array  arrive-*,  hy  forced  marchi’S.  at  the  'fete  de  Flandre  and  Lief- 
kon.shoeck,  both  of  which  it  carries  in  a  trice.  Meanwhile,  the  Kiig- 
lisli  fleet  appears  at  the  mouth  of  the  Scheldt,  and  is  now  aiile,  with 
some  prospect  of  success,  to  commence  operations  in  combination  with 
the  array.  Any  one  may  convince  himself,  by  referring  to  the  map, 
that  this  object  maybe  attained,  as  far  as  relates  to  the  journey,  iu 
seventy-two  hours  af  cr  the  disenibarcation  has  been  eflected  at  BUiu- 
kenbenr.” — yictuires  ct  Cuuquetes. 

*  Zealand,  it  will  be  remembered,  consists  of  the  islands  of  Wal- 
chereii.  North  Beveland,  and  South  Beveland.  South  Beveland  is  I  y 
far  the  largest  of  the  three  islands;  its  lengtli  being  twenty  lhe  miles 
from  east  to  we.<t,  ami  its  main  lireadlh  about  nine  miles.  Walcheren, 
which  is  separated  from  the  two  Bevelauds  hy  very  narrow  cliannels 
of  the  sea,  is  about  thirteen  mile.s  from  east  to  west,  and  nine  miles 
from  north  to  soutli.  The  surface  of  the  tlirce  islands  of  Zealand  is 
flat  and  low,  being  in  many  places  lieneatli  the  level  of  the  sea  at  high 
water.  As  the  water  percolates  through  the  bank,  and  accumulates 
i>y  rain,  niucli  care  and  labour  is  required  to  remove  it.  This  is  com¬ 
monly  eflected  by  means  of  sluices  and  mills.  Inundations  occasion- 
.ally  occur,  and,  as  the  water  stagnates,  tlie  grounds  are  frequently  left 
covered  w itli  slime  and  mud.  The  soil  is  excessively  icrlile,  and 
])roduces  corn,  ahundance  of  fruit,  vegetables  and  niaddm-.  The  in¬ 
digenous  iuhahiiants  of  the  islands  are  very  liable  to  endemic  feMTs 
during  summer  and  jiuturan.  They  have  in  general  a  very  unhealthy 
aspect:  the  skin  is  sallow,  and  sometimes  it  pits  on  pressure  ;  the 
muscles  are  soft,  yielding,  and  inelastic  ;  llie abdomen  is  tumid,  while 
the  limbs  are  small. — Henry  Marshall,  Contributions  to  Statistics,  ^c. 
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duced  by  the  French  cutting  the  dykes  and  inun¬ 
dating  the  neighbourhood  of  Flushing  in  the  hot 
season  of  the  year;  but  it  should  appear,  from  the 
dreadful  mortality  on  the  spot,  and  from  the 
appearance  of  many  of  the  patients  who  survived 
only  to  come  home  and  die  in  English  hospitals, 
that  there  must  have  been  an  admixture  of  typhus 
or  of  some  other  of  the  more  virulent  class  of  fevers. 
Malaria  fever  and  ague  kill  but  very  slowly,  even 
in  much  hotter  climates. Our  army  physicians 
and  surgeons  appear,  at  the  moment,  to  have 
understood  little  or  nothing  of  the  disease  or  of 
the  causes  that  produced  it,  and  it  is  said  that  the 
medical  board,  not  having  been  consulted  previ¬ 
ously,  had  made  no  preparations  and  had  sent  out 
no  medicines  proper  for  the  case.  Some  wiseacres 
took  it  into  their  heads  that  the  disease  originated 
in  the  quality  of  the  water  of  the  island,  which  the 
men  were  obliged  to  drink;  and  this  opinion  had 
so  much  weight  at  home  that  English  water  was 
sent  over  for  the  use  of  the  troops,  the  requisite 
quantity  being  calculated  at  500  tons  per  week. 
When  the  first  im|)ortation  of  Thames  water 
arrived  it  seemed  to  be  so  little  wanted  that  Sir 
Eyre  Coote  asked  the  army  physicians  what  he 
should  do  with  it,  and  by  their  advice  he  distri¬ 
buted  it  to  the  fleet.  The  water  in  which  the 
soldiers  often  had  to  stand  and  work  or  march 
(several  thousands  of  them  were,  on  one  occasion, 
up  to  their  middle  in  water  during  the  whole  night), 
the  want  of  needful  accommodation,  and  even  of 
common  comforts,  for  the  sick,  were  more  apparent 
causes  of  disease  than  the  water  they  took  inwardly. 
As  the  army  had  been  intended  for  most  active 
service — for  a  rush  and  dash  upon  Antwerp — it 
had  been  encumbered  as  little  as  possible  with 
heavy  baggage  ;  hence  there  was  a  want  of  covering 
and  bedding  for  the  sick,  many  of  whom  were 
obliged  to  lie  on  the  floor  in  their  great  coats,  and 
with  their  knapsacks  for  pillows.  In  the  Flushing 
lios])itals  the  roofs  had  been  broken  in  by  the  bom¬ 
bardment,  and  the  patients  lay  exposed  to  the 
weather.  Towards  the  end  of  October  a  hundred 
English  bricklayers  were  sent  over,  with  English 
bricks  and  mortar,  tiles  and  trowels  all  complete, 
to  mend  the  hospital  roofs  (as  if  such  workmen 

*  Besides  Flusliin",  the  island  of  Walclicreu  contains  two  oilier 
towns,  Muldlubnrw  and  Veerc,  and  many  villaf;es.  Middlebiirg,  tlie 
chief  place,  had  tlien  a  voimlation  of  10,000  or  11,000  souls.  Kvcn 
when  the  dykes  were  not  broken,  and  the  country  not  innndated,  it 
was  not  considered  a  very  salubrious  spot ;  but,  it  was  probably  not 
(to  the  indigenous)  mucli  more  unhealthy  than  Romney  Marsh,  or 
the  Ilundreds  of  Essex,  or  the  w  orst  parts  of  the  Eincolnshire  E'ens. 
A  wiiter  who  has  laudalily  distinguished  himself  by  his  exertions  for 
promoting  the  medical  statistics  of  the  army,  and  the  study  of  statistics 
in  general,  says  that  the  ratio  of  mortality  in  Zealand  is  a'  little  higher 
Ulan  It  IS  111  the  marshy  pans  of  some  of  the  counties  in  England,  and 
about  the  same  as  in  the  parisli  of  .''palding,  which  is  situated  in  the 
luwe.st  part  of  the  tens  of  Eineolnshire,  lint  it  appears  tliat  the  iii- 
tlnenee  of  the  climate  of  Zealand  upon  strunyers  must  lie  far  more 
latal  tliaii  is  that  of  our  worst  Lincolnshire  fen  ;  tliat  the  old  Scutch 
regiment  ill  the  Dutch  sen  ice  h.id  been  known  to  bury  their  w  hole 
number  at  Shiys,  in  Dutch  Flanders,  in  three  years;  that,  of  the 
riciK’h  forces  cniploycd  since  the  war  ot  the  Tlu\'ohiiion  iu  those 
nifirsliy  regions,  alxivit  33  jicr  cent,  had  been  unnually  cut  oil'  by  t*u- 
demic  di.-.case,  and  that  even  Dutch  troops  bronglit  thither  from 
healthier  parts  ot  the  country  had  scarcely  siimued  less  than  the 
1- reneh, —//enr;/  Miirshult,  DcfuU/ lusprctur  dncrul  uf  Army  11, is- 
P’lfils.  Cimlnbutfins  to  SKitislics  of  the  Sidtrioss  mid  MorUdity  whirh 
occurred  omony  the  troops  cmjdoyed  on  the  K-rpedition  to  the  iichcldt  in 
the  year  ItlOtf.  {From  the  hdin.  .l/cd,  and  Hury.  Journal,  No.  133  ) 
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and  such  materials  could  not  have  been  procured 
in  the  country  at  the  end  of  August,  when  the 
disease  began  to  be  dreadful) ;  but  the  repairs 
proceeded  but  slowly,  and  the  imported  workmen 
themselves  soon  increased  the  number  of  the  sick. 
In  the  large  town  of  Middleburg  there  was  better 
accommodation  and  abundance  of  room  ;  but,  not 
to  disturb  the  townspeople,  the  poor  sick  soldiers 
were  quartered  in  cold  damp  churches,  or  huddled 
in  barns  and  warehouses,  mostly  without  windows 
and  a  free  circulation  of  air.  The  Dutch,  who 
sleep  betw'een  two  feather  beds,  might  have  been 
made  to  spare  some  bedding;  but  such  a  resource 
seems  never  to  have  been  thought  of  by  our  stul¬ 
tified  commanders,  who  left  two  fever-stricken 
soldiers  to  toss  and  groan  in  the  same  bed — where 
beds  there  were.  If  the  Earl  of  Chatham*  and 
his  successor  Sir  Eyre  Coote,  and  the  officers 
serving  under  them,  had  studied  how  to  render  the 
fever  a  pestilence  and  a  plague,  they  could  scarcely 
have  hit  upon  a  better  course  than  the  one  they 
followed.  When  the  government  became  seriously 
alarmed  at  ravages  almost  unexampled  in  military 
history,  they  called  upon  the  principal  officers  of 
the  army  medical  department  to  repair  to  Walche- 
ren  to  examine  into  the  causes  of  the  malady,  and 
report  thereon. t  To  this  summons  the  surgeon- 

•  All  the  blame  is  not  to  be  imputed  to  Coote:  the  same  lodj^dn.!,' 
and  treatment  of  the  sick  obtained  before  Chatham  left  fm  England  ; 
and,  by  the  8th  of  September,  which  was  six  days  before  the  earl 
quitted  Walcheren,  the  number  of  sick  amounted  to  nearly  ll.OUO] 
Many  of  these  sick  acconqfanied  Chatham  home.  In  the  malaria 
fevers  of  the  south  uf  Europe  the  palieul,  in  most  cases,  feels  an  imme¬ 
diate  benefit  from  being  conveyed  into  a  healthier  atmosphere,  but 
with  this  Walcheren  fever  it  was  not  so;  and  it  is  said  that  General 
Monnet,  the  commau'laut  of  Flushing,  had  recommended  the  French 
government  iievei  to  remove  the  sick,  it  having  been  found  that  a 
greater  number  of  those  who  were  kept  in  the  island  recovered,  tliaii 
of  those  who  were  removed  from  the  island.  A  battalion  of  our 
regiment  of  foot-guards,  872  strong,  returned  to  England  with  359  sick. 
The  battalion  was  landed  at  Chatham  iu  September.  Many  of  the 
men  wlio  Imd  returned  apparently  well  were  attacked  with  the  fever, 
so  tluit  by  the  8th  of  March,  1810,  only  117  of  the  original  strength  of 
the  battalion  had  escaped  the  disease,  and  some  of  these  117  men  were 
attacked  with  intermittent  fever  as  late  as  the  middle  of  the  month  of 
June,  1810.  It  appears  tliat  of  the  number  of  cases  in  hospitals  a  large 
ratio  ternjiuated  fatally.  “  but,’’  adds  Mr.  Marshall,  “  long  after  this 
date  many  of  the  men  who  had  apparently  escaped  the  noxious  in- 
lluence  of  the  climate  of  Walcheren  w  ere  attacked  and  suffered  severely 

from  the  specific  endemic  disease . It  is  well  known  that  among 

the  regiments  who  had  been  employed  in  Walcheren,  and  who  served 
afierwards  in  the  peninsula,  many  of  the  men  were,  upon  tlie  first  ex¬ 
posure  to  cold  and  fatigue,  remlercd  unfit  for  duty,  so  as  frequciitlv 
not  to  leave  one-lhivd  of  the  strength  lit  for  service-  A  similar  result 
may  frequently,  if  not  generally,  expected  iu  all  cases  where  troops 
have  sufiered  severely  from  endemic  fever,  which  commonly  lca\es 
less  or  more  of  organic  disease,  by  which  means  reco\ery  and  restora¬ 
tion  to  health  is  often  only  partial  and  temporary.” 

f  The  alarming  progress  of  the  Walcheren  fever  is  llms  stated  : — 

Oil  the  20th  of  August,  the  filth  day  after  the  capitulation  of  Flush¬ 
ing,  sickness  began  to  show  itself  among  the  troops  iu  South  bevelaud. 
Tlie  number  of  sick  this  day  was  1564. 

August  23.  Sickness  increased  very  much  within  the  last  twenty-four 
hours. 

August  26.  The  sickness  continued  to  increase  rapidly.  The  uuinher 
of  sick  amounted  to  5000  rank  and  file. 

August  28.  The  sickness  still  increa.sed.  Some  of  the  general  and 
many  of  the  other  ofiicers  were  sei/.ed  with  fever. 

August  31.  Sickness  still  increasing  ;  and,  as  iu  every  case  the  actual 
nuiulicrs  brought  down  for  emharcaliou  were  much  greater  than  staled 
ill  the  returns  given  iu  to  legulate  tl\e  ap]iropriatioa  of  transports, 
there  was  a  deficiency  of  tonnage  and  room  ;  and  so  the  sirk.  w  i-re  em¬ 
barked  with  the  well,  and  both  classes  much  crowded.  The  ofiicers  uf 
the  medical  stall  suirered  very , much  from  the  disease, 

September  1.  The  number  of  sick  in  South  buvcland  w  as  upwards 
ofSOOO. 

September  3.  Tlie  number  of  sick  amounted  to  8194. 

September  4.  'fhe  troops  iu  South  bevelaud  embarked,  and  that 
island  was  completely  evacuated. 

September?.  Tlie  tran>iK)rts  with  the  troops  ordered  to  England 
sailed.  'I'he  sick  of  the  wliole  army,  including  those  sent  to  England, 
amounted  to  upwards  of  I0,94s\ 

Seifiomber  10,  Sick  in  Walcheren,  739G.  Thus,  asoulv  16,7CG  rank 
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general  of  the  army  replied,  that  the  question  was 
not  surgical  but  medical,  and  that  consequently  the 
duty  ought  to  fall  to  the  physician-general  of  the 
forces :  the  physician-general  of  the  forces,  on  his 
part,  represented  that  he  had  too  much  to  do  at  home 
to  he  able  to  go  abroad,  and  that  the  duty  properly 
and  indisputably  appertained  to  the  inspector- 
general  of  army  hos])itals :  the  inspector-general  of 
army  hospitals  replied,  that  the  duty  required  was 
purely  medical,  and,  as  such,  belonged  to  the  physi¬ 
cian-general — but,  upon  learning  that  both  the  phy¬ 
sician-general  and  the  surgeon-general  had  declined 
going,  the  inspector-general  declared  that  he  w'as 
ready  to  go  upon  the  shortest  notice.  When  this  curi¬ 
ously  dishonourable  correspondence  was  laid  before 
old  Sir  David  Dundas,  the  present  commander-in¬ 
chief  (who  was  not  without  his  share  of  blame  in 
the  Walcheren  expedition),  Sir  David  and  the 
secretary-at-war.  Lord  Castlereagh  (who  had  a  far 
greater  share  of  blame  with  respect  to  the  original 
enterprise  than  the  commander-in-chief),  were 
both  decidedly  of  oj)inion  that  Sir  Lucas  Pepys, 
the  physician- general,  was  the  most  proper  person 
to  be  employed  on  this  service;  and  accordingly 
an  order  was  forthwith  issued  to  Sir  Lucas  to  pro¬ 
ceed  immediately  to  Walcheren.  Sir  Lucas  here¬ 
upon  expressed  in  writing  his  great  concern  at 
finding  that  a  man  of  nearly  seventy  years  of  age, 
and  with  his  infirmities,  should  be  thought  capable 
of  undertaking  such  a  duty — a  duty  w'hich  he 
solemnly  declared  himself  incapable  of  performing. 
Sir  Lucas  recommended  two  other  army-physicians 
to  go  in  his  stead,  adding  that  they  would  see  the 
business  well  performed,  “  whereas,  if  he  himself 
were  able  to  go,  it  would  be  merely  pro  forjna, 
and  no  possible  good  could  arise  from  it,  because 
he  knew  nothing  of  the  investigation  of  camp  and 
contagious  diseases.”  *  But  good  came  out  of  this 
evil,  honour  out  of  this  disgrace.  The  physician- 
general  and  the  surgeon-general  were  both  dis¬ 
missed,  and  a  new  and  incomparably  better  me¬ 
dical  department  was  established. 

Some  able  men  on  the  spot  alleviated  the  suffer¬ 
ings  of  the  soldiers;  but,  in  proportion  to  the 
numbers  left  under  Sir  Eyre  Coote’s  command, 
the  sickness  and  mortality  continued  to  be  very 
great.  Nevertheless  Sir  Richard  Strachan,  who 
remained  there  with  his  fleet — which,  strange  to 
say,  suffered  nothing  from  the  disorder  t — dis¬ 
suaded  ministers  from  the  thought  of  giving  up 
their  precious  conquest.  It  was  a  post,  he  said, 
of  great  importance  as  a  naval  station,  and  also  as 
a  pivot  for  future  military  operations  on  the  con¬ 
tinent.  Indeed,  as  a  demonstration  in  favour  of 
Austria,  it  became  of  great  importance,  and  might 
])robahly  be  equal  to  the  defensive  employment 
of  100,000  of  the  enemy’s  men,  for  it  must  keep 
the  Emperor  of  the  French  in  a  constant  state  of 

and  file  were  left  behind  at  Walcheren,  nearly  ono-half  of  that  force 
must  have  boon  in  hospital,  or  in  attendance  on  those  thnt  were.— 
JIcnri/  Marshnll,  Deputy  Inspector  General  of  Army  Hospitals ^  Cwitri* 
hntums  to  StatisticSi  ^'C. 

*  i'ldinburgh  Annual  Roadster,  1809. 

f  “  So  local  were  the  causes  of  disease  that  vessels  stationed  only 
^  lew  yards  from  the  land  continued  perfectly  healthy.”— /rf* 
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alarm  or  uneasiness,  being  so  contiguous  to  the 
continent.  Sir  Richard  even  drew  up  a  plan  of 
defence — and  not  a  bad  one — which  was  submitted 
to  the  admiralty.  He  considered  that,  as  the  de¬ 
fence  must  he  principally  naval,  about  12,000 
land  troops  would  he  enough  fur  duty  on  the  island. 
On  the  other  hand.  Captain  Cockburn  (since  Ad¬ 
miral  Sir  George),  whose  skill  and  judgment  were 
highly  prized,  was  as  decidedly  of  opinion  that  no 
permanent  possession  ought  to  be  contemplated, 
and  that  Walcheren  wmuld  never  prove  worth  the 
expense  of  defending  it.*  But  England  considered 
herself  bound  to  retain  possession  so  long  as  it 
could  be  of  any  use  to  our  unlucky  ally,  and  the 
Emperor  of  Austria  solicited  us  to  continue  our 
operations  in  Holland  down  to  the  moment,  and 
apparently  even  past  the  time,  when,  beaten  again, ' 
and  again  losing  all  heart,  he  prostrated  himself 
at  his  conqueror’s  feet,  and  purchased  terms  for 
himself  by  proposing,  or  consenting  to,  the  marriage 
of  his  daughter  with  Bonaparte.  Dearly  as  it  cost 
us,  our  occupation  of  Walcheren  cost  Bonaparte 
many  exertions  as  well  as  anxieties,  much  wear 
and  tear  of  his  troops  in  marching  and  counter¬ 
marching,  and  a  great  deal  of  money.  French 
writers  give  a  diffeient  account,  and  state  that  the 
Belgian  militia,  and  a  few  thousand  conscripts  and 
volunteers  from  Paris  and  the  French  frontiers, 
were  sufficient  to  keep  the  English  army  in  check ; 
but  even  these  forces  could  not  be  equipped  and 
brought  into  the  field  without  a  heavy  outlay ;  and 
it  is  well  known  that  Bernadette  brought  down, 
and  long  kept  at  Antwerp,  and  in  the  forts  and 
batteries  lower  down  the  Scheldt,  many  French 
and  German  troops  that  would  otherwise  have 
been  sent  from  Hanover  and  from  the  Rhine  to 
the  Danube.  Our  ministers,  however,  at  one  time 
really  acted  as  if  they  intended  to  keep  Walcheren 
for  good  and  all :  they  ordered  our  engineer- 
officers  to  continue  to  improve  the  fortifications, 
and  some  more  bricklayers  and  masons,  with  large 
quantities  of  bricks  and  lime,  were  sent  out  to 
work  upon  the  parapets  and  ramparts  of  Flushing, 
and  to  aid  in  making  a  chain  of  batteries  and 
redoubts,  to  extend  from  Veere  to  Rammekins, 
and  from  Rammekins  to  Arnemuiden.  But  at 
last,  on  the  13th  of  November,  which  was  a 
month  all  but  two  days  after  the  Emperor  Francis 

*  Captain  Cnckhurn  could  perceive  no  other  advant;ge  in  our 
possession  of  Walclieren  tlian  this  tlie  enemy's  fleet  in  the  West 
Scheldt  could  not  escape  from  it  without  liazarding  an  engagement 
with  onr  fleet  which  would  lie  in  Flushing  roads.  liut,"  he  said, 
“  tlie  natural  coiiseanciice  would  be  that  the  enemy’s  ships  would 
remain  wlieie  tliey  were,  and  where,  as  it  had  been  proved,  we  could 
not  get  at  them.  If,  on  the  contrary,  Walcheren  did  not  belong  to 
us,  and  our  squadron  destined  to  ojipose  the  Scheldt  fleet  were  kept 
in  the  Downs,  favourable  circumstances  might  indeed  enable  tlie 
enemv  to  escape,  Imt  it  would  be  at  considerable  risk;”  “  and  I 
cannot  but  think,”  he  added,  “  that  a  French  fleet  being  at  sp  is 
more  advantaaeuns  to  us  than  the  knowledge  of  its  existence  in  a 
safe  harbour.'"  In  the  latter  case  it  is  a  constant  source  of  anxiety 
to  us;  in  tlie  former,  it  is  impossilile  to  describe  the  energy,  spirit, 
and  hope  with  which  the  chance  of  its  destruction  fills  every  breast, 
especially  of  tliose  wlio  have  spent  many  a  long  and  dreary  night 
blockading  tliem.  It  is  also  to  be  remembered  that,  owing  to  the 
confused  and  luirried  manner  in  wliicli  tlie  enemy’s  squadrons  tra. 
verse  the  seas  during  tlie  short  periods  of  their  escaping  our  vigilance, 
the  damage  they  have  ever  done  our  trade  has  been  comparatively 
very  small;  but!  on  the  other  hand,  if  any  of  our  squadrons  fall  in 
willi  them,  tlie  result  always  has  been,  and  1  trust  will  ever  be,  both 
honourable  and  advantageous  to  our  country.” 
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had  signed  his  degrading  treaty  of  peace  with 
the  Emperor  Napoleon  in  Vienna,  his  capital, 
orders  were  dispatched  to  Lieutenant-General 
Don,  who  had  succeeded  Sir  Eyre  Coote  in  the 
command,  to  evacuate  Flushing,  and  take  such 
measures  as  he  might  judge  most  effective  for 
the  destruction  of  the  basin  and  of  the  naval 
defences  of  the  island.  General  Don  was  to  oc¬ 
casion  as  little  injury  as  possible  to  the  inha¬ 
bitants;  but  he  was  to  leave  the  whole  island  in 
such  a  state  as  would  render  its  ports  and 
arsenals  unserviceable.  Yet  even  now  our  mi¬ 
nisters  seemed  to  entertain  some  vague  notion  that 
Austria  would  fly  to  arms  and  renew  the  struggle 
rather  than  submit  to  the  saddest  extremity  of 
humiliation ;  and  Lord  Liverpool,  who  had  suc¬ 
ceeded  Lord  Castlereagh  as  secretary-at-war,  in 
his  very  orders  to  Don  to  destroy  the  works,  told 
that  general  that  it  was  now  determined  to  eva¬ 
cuate  the  island  of  Walcheren,  unless  some  new 
circumstances  should  occur  in  the  progress  of  the 
operation,  ivhich  might  render  expedient  an  alte¬ 
ration  in  this  decision.  When  secretaries  of 
state  and  secretaries-at-war  send  such  orders  as 
these,  generals  and  admirals  may  be  expected  to 
make  blunders.  General  Don  was  an  excellent 
man,  and  a  sensible  and  good  ofScer,  but  Lord 
Ihverpool’s  riddle  perplexed  him  in  the  extreme, 
and  so  he  destroyed  with  one  hand,  and  continued 
building  up  with  the  other — for,  although  the  work 
of  destruction  was  commenced  on  the  26th  of 
November  upon  the  parapet  of  the  sea  lines,  at 
that  very  time,  and  for  many  days  afterwards,  six 
or  seven  hundred  labourers  were  employed  in  car¬ 
rying  on  the  line  of  redoubt  between  Veere  and 
Arnemuiden.  At  length,  however,  the  labour  of 
construction  was  suspended,  and  the  labour  of  de¬ 
struction  prosecuted  with  more  vigour.  Possibly 
the  noble  secretary-at-war  had  been  informed  of 
the  dilemma  in  which  he  had  placed  the  general. 
The  piers  of  the  flood-gates  of  the  basin  at  Flush¬ 
ing  were  blown  up  with  gunpowder ;  the  strong 
and  costly  pile-work  on  the  east  side  was  destroyed, 
that  on  the  west  side  being  left,  as  it  could  not  be 
destroyed  without  risking  the  destruction  of  a  part 
of  the  town  ;  the  arsenal  and  magazines  in  Bona¬ 
parte’s  new  dockyard  were  burned  ;  but  very  little 
was  done  to  damage  the  land  fortifications  of  the 
place,  lest  the  houses  and  property  of  the  towns¬ 
people  should  be  injured  by  the  explosion.  The 
6000  prisoners  who  surrendered  in  Flushing  had 
been  shipped  off  for  England  long  ago.  The  ships 
on  the  stocks  were  destroyed ;  but  one  fine  new 
frigate  was  brought  away,  as  were  also  the  timbers 
of  a  seventy-four,  which,  being  put  together  at 
Woolwich,  produced  in  1812  a  good  ship,  which 
was  called  the  ‘  Chatham,’  to  preserve,  we  sup¬ 
pose,  the  memory  of  that  earl’s  Walcheren  exploits. 
Tliese  things  and  the  fever  were  about  all  we 
brought  back  from  an  expedition  which  cost  us 
several  thousands  of  lives,  and  many  millions  of 
money.* 

•  Tlia  St.  songster,  or  laureut  of  tlio  expedition,  to  keep  iris 


Our  diversion  on  the  side  of  Italy  cost  no  such 
enormous  sacrifices,  and  yet  it  too  was  attended 
with  some  advantages  to  our  allies,  for  it  tended  to 
deprive  Bonaparte  of  the  services  on  the  Danube 
of  his  most  brilliant  and  best  cavalry  general,  his 
brother-in-law,  Joachim  Murat,  by  virtue  of 
Bayonne  decrees,  now  King  of  Naples.  Our 
movements,  moreover,  along  the  whole  extent  of 
the  Neapolitan  coasts  obliged  Murat  to  reinforce 
his  army  in  Calabria,  to  wear  it  out  with  long 
marches  hither  and  thither,  as  the  danger  seemed 
more  imminent  on  this  point  or  on  that,  and  to  keep 
on  the  shores  of  the  Mediterranean  and  Adriatic 
both  French  and  Italian  troops  which  would  other¬ 
wise  have  been  employed  against  the  Austrians  in 
Upper  Italy,  and  in  the  Tyrol  or  the  Illyrian  pro¬ 
vinces.  It  is  true  that  with  all  these  stoppages 
Bonaparte  contrived  to  beat  the  Emperor  Francis, 
but  his  w'ork  w'ould  have  been  much  easier  and 
more  speedy  if  even  this  our  Italian  diversion  had 
not  been  made.  It  was  not  for  even  a  wiser  mi¬ 
nistry  than  our  own  to  calculate  that  Austria,  after 
beginning  the  struggle  so  energetically,  would  end 
it  so  feebly,  and  that,  after  gaining  so  many  suc¬ 
cesses,  and  putting  her  assailant  within  an  inch  of 
ruin,  she  would  allow  herself  to  be  trampled  upon, 
and  give  up  all  for  lost. 

The  crowned  dragooner  had  signalized  his  ac¬ 
cession  to  the  Neapolitan  Bourbon  throne,  or  his 
arrival  at  Naples,  by  recovering  from  the  English 
possession  of  the  isle  of  Capri.  His  unwarlike 
predecessor  and  brother-in-law,  Joseph,  after  order¬ 
ing  two  attempts,  which  turned  out  deplorable  fail¬ 
ures,  contented  himself  with  sitting  down  quietly, 
and  seeing  every  day,  whether  in  his  palace  at 

rersc  in  measure,  greatly  diminished  the  amount  of  the  money  :  in¬ 
stead  of  12,000,000/.,  the  Walcheren  expedition  is  said  to  have  cost 
20,000,000/.,  and  thus  to  tiave  imposed  on  the  nation  a  perpetual  bur- 
tlion  of  1,000,000/.  of  annual  taxes.  If  one-half  of  this  enormous  sum 
had  been  sent  into  Austria,  Hohemia,  Hungary,  the  Tyrol,  and  Italy, 
the  chances  are  that  the  Emiieror  Francis  would  not  have  been  crushed  ; 
and  it  is  (juito  certuin  that,  it  the  other  half  of  the  money  had  been 
spent  on  our  own  navy,  we  mi^iit  have  built  with  it  ten  times  as  many 
line-of-battle  ships  os  we  could  have  seized  or  destroyed  by  getting 
into  our  hands  all  that  were  in  the  Scheldt* 
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Naples  or  in  his  palace  at  Portici,  the  white  Bour¬ 
bon  bag  of  Ferdinand  IV.* — the  sovereign  he  had 
dispossessed, — waving  over  an  island  which  is 
not  more  than  twenty- four  miles  from  the  city  of 
Naples,  and  which,  with  our  ships  and  gun-boats 
that  took  shelter  under  it,  very  completely  blockaded 
the  whole  Neapolitan  gulf  or  bay.  But  this  did  not 
suit  the  bravery  and  the  martial  habits  of  bis  suc¬ 
cessor.  Murat  collected  an  imposing  force  on  the 
beautiful  promontory  which  juts  out  beyond  Sor¬ 
rento,  and  approaches  to  within  two  and  a  half 
English  miles  of  the  eastern  extremity  of  the  island  j 
and,  choosing  a  moment  when  our  ships-of-war  were 
absent,  he  carried  over  a  force  which  might  almost 
be  called  an^army,  and  with  it  a  frigate,  a  corvette, 
and  a  swarm  of  gun-boats.  The  place,  which  had 
been  gallantly  won  by  a  few  of  our  sailors  and  ma¬ 
rines  in  1806,  was  lost  by  some  land  forces  in  the 
autumn  of  1808.  The  garrison  was  very  weak, 
consisting  of  the  Corsican  Rangers  in  British  pay, 
and  two  weak  regiments  of  Maltese  fencibles, 
which,  contrary  to  their  own  intreaties  and  the 
judgment  of  Governor  Sir  Alexander  Ball,  had 
been  turned  into  one  regiment  of  the  line.  There 
was  not  an  English  regiment,  there  was  not  so 
much  as  an  English  company,  on  the  island :  all 
tlie  British  soldiers  there  amounted  to  one  corporal 
and  eight  men  of  our  Royal  Artillery.  But  the 
Maltese  regiment  was  officered  partly  by  Maltese 
and  i)artly  by  English  officers,  and  some  of  the 
officers  of  the  Corsican  Rangers  (besides  Lieute¬ 
nant-colonel  Hudson  Loxve,  the  commanding  officer 
of  the  regiment  and  governor  of  the  island)  were 
Englishmen.  But  the  natural  strength  of  the  place 
was  great,  and  the  defence,  though  protracted 
only  for  a  few  days  longer  than  it  was,  would 
have  allowed  the  English  cruisers  time  to  come 
up,  and  sweep  away  the  Neapolitan  army.  It 
might  have  happened  that  the  whole  French  and 
Neapolitan  force  should  have  been  cutoff,  and  cap¬ 
tured  on  the  island,  or  in  their  attempt  to  escape 
from  it.  It  should  appear  that  Murat  was  not 
without  this  apprehension,  for,  bold  and  adven¬ 
turous  as  he  w’as,  be  did  not  venture  his  own  per¬ 
son  in  the  expedition,  but  remained  at  Capo  delle 
Campanclle,  at  the  extremity  of  the  Sorrentine 
promontory.  As  it  was,  his  flotilla  was  ready  to  fly 
at  the  appearance  of  almost  every  sail  in  the  distance, 
and  once  or  twice  they  really  fled  to  seek  refuge 
behind  the  land  batteries  in  the  bay  of  Naples.  Capri 
had  got  the  name  of  the  “little  Gibraltar;”  but, 
except  in  its  rocks  and  precipices,  it  bore  but  a 
slight  resemblance  to  the  most  celebrated  of  our 
fortresses,  the  fortifications  and  artificial  defences 
being  altogether  contemptible.  The  French  gene¬ 
ral,  Lamarque,  who  commanded  the  expedition, 
attacked  in  three  places  at  one  and  the  same  time. 
The  first  party  that  got  on  shore  suffered  con¬ 
siderable  loss  from  the  fire  of  the  ^Maltese,  who 
were  posted  on  the  heights  of  Anacapri,  which 
command  the  island  ;  but  they  contrived  to  hold 

•  .'Vs  wc  Il’hI  taken  pofssossion  of  Cnpri  in  the  name  of  the  old  King 
of  Naples  and  Sicily,  his  Hag  had  Veen  immediately  lioisted  there. 


their  ground.  Colonel  Hudson  Lowe,  though 
having  but  a  small  disposable  force,  and  being- 
threatened  with  another  attack  on  Capri,  the  lower 
town,  reinforced  the  hlaltese;  but  the  French 
and  Neapolitans  had  effected  their  landing  and 
ascended  the  commanding  heights  of  Anacapri, 
and  had  thus  overcome  the  only  real  difficulty  that 
the  position  presented.  When  the  moon  rose.  La- 
marque’s  people,  who  appear  to  have  been  rein¬ 
forced,  made  a  rush  upon  Anacapri,  where  the 
Maltese,  after  seeing  their  English  colonel  shut 
through  the  head,  laid  down  their  arms  almost 
without  resistance,  or  fled  to  the  town  of  Capri  by 
a  flight  of  538  steps,  which  is  carried  down  the  face 
of  a  precipice  in  a  very  curious  manner.  Other 
troops  then  came  up  from  the  western  end  of  the 
island;  artillery  was  brought  over  the  rocks  to 
Anacapri,  and  turned  upon  the  lower  town  and  its 
miserable  little  fort.  An  effort  of  no  great  mag¬ 
nitude,  the  landing  of  a  few  hundred  English 
sailors  and  marines,  would  of  a  certainty  have 
thrown  the  Neapolitan  part  of  the  forces  into  a 
complete  panic ;  but  a  flotilla  that  sailed  into  the 
bay  from  the  island  of  Ponza  (where,  also,  the 
Sicilian  flag  was  flying)  was  too  weak  to  make  the 
attempt,  and  it  had  no  effect  in  prolonging  the  de¬ 
fence  made  by  the  single  Corsican  regiment  and 
the  nine  English  artillerymen.  The  siege  was, 
however,  prolonged  from  the  4th  till  the  18th  of 
October.  General  Lamarque  proposed  a  sur¬ 
render  of  the  garrison  by  a  “  capitulation”  as 
prisoners  of  war.  This  was  rejected  by  Sir  Hud¬ 
son  Lowe,  who,  although  the  walls  had  been 
breached,  would  agree  to  no  other  terms  than  that 
of  evacuating  the  island  by  a  “  convention,”  which 
should  stipulate  for  a  free  departure  of  the  whole 
of  the  garrisorr  with  their  arms  and  baggage,  and 
also  for  protection  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  island. 
And  to  these  conditions,  highly  honourable  to  the 
defenders,  the  French  general  finally  consented. 
Lamarque  apprehended  that  an  English  fleet  might 
soon  arrive  and  coop  him  up  in  the  island,  without 
provisions  and  without  other  necessary  supplies. 
The  flag  of  Murat  was  scarcely  hoisted  over  the 
little  town  of  Capri  ere  a  strong  English  squadron, 
with  troops  on  board,  came  in  sight ;  but  it  was 
now  too  late.* 

Murat  also  recovered  almost  immediately  several 

*  In  this  brief  account  of  the  loss  of  Capri  we  have  been  assisted 
by  private  information  and  by  a  local  examination.  There  U 
abundant  evidence,  official  and  unofficiab  to  show  what  was  the  real 
force  in  llritish  pay  which  held  possession  of  tl»e  island  for  Kin^  Fer¬ 
dinand.  Tet  General  Colletta  and  other  historians  of  his  school  and 
])aity  represent  the  triumpli  of  Murat  as  if  obtained  over  a  most  for¬ 
midable  English  garrison — a  real  ICnglish  army.  They  talk  of  Eng¬ 
lish  troops  surrendering  in  heaps.  Not  satisfied  W'ith  gross  exaggera¬ 
tion,  they  have  recourse  to  invention  and  downright  lying.  They 
falsify  the  conditions  on  which  tSir  Hudson  Lowe  agreed  to  evacuate 
tlie  place,  hy  saying  that  be  and  his  garrison  hound  themselves  not  to 
serve  against  the  French  or  the  allies  of  the  French  for  a  year  and  a 
day!  Within  half  a  year  Colonel  Lowe  was  engaged  in  the  capture 
ot  the  island  of  Ischia.  Poor  Murat,  vilh  all  his  bravery  and  all  his 
great  ex])loits,  was  absurdly  vain,  and  given  to  make  a  great  deal  of 
verv  petty  exploits.  Medals  were  struck  and  great  bad  i)ictures  were 
paiiited  to  commemorate  his  conquest  of  Capii  and  his  triumph  over 
the  English  at  Capri,  where  he  never  set  his  foot,  and  \\here  there 
were  no  English  troops  to  triumph  over.  Not  only  the  F'rench  and 
Italian,  hut  also  all  the  E^gli^h  accounts  we  have  seen  of  these  affairs 
are  very  incorrect.  W'e  have  repeatedly  visited  the  island,  and  all  its 
positions,  ('apri,  or  the  lower  town,  is  altogether  iiidetensible  with 
Anacapri  in  the  hands  of  an  enemy. 
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[Book  III. 
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The  Rock  of  Scvih.a. 


places  in  Calabria,  and  among  them  the  rock, 
town,  and  castle  of  Scylla,  which,  in  the  course  of 
two  years,  had  changed  masters  three  or  four  times. 

But  it  was  easier  to  take  old  castles  and  irregu¬ 
larly  fortified  towns  than  to  subdue  the  fierce  spirit 
of  the  Calabrian  people.  Bands  of  insurgents — 
all  called  by  the  French  brigands  or  banditti — still 
kept  the  field,  or  lurked  in  the  mountains  and 
among  the  forests.  As  soon  as  one  redouhtahle 
chief  was  captured  or  killed,  another  sprung  to 
supply  his  place  and  avenge  his  fall.  The  Guerilla 
warfare  in  Spain  was  not  more  ferocious  than  this; 
the  same  inhumanity  prevailed  on  both  sides. 
“  When  we  take  the  Calabrians  we  hang  and  shoot 
them;  when  they  take  us  they  roast  us  alive,” 
says  a  witty  Frenchman,  who  could  laugh  in  the 
midst  of  all  these  horrors.*  But  the  hanging 
and  shooting  was  conducted  by  the  French  on  a 
frightfully  extensive  scale,  and  with  scarcely  the 
shadow  of  a  trial,  so  that  very  frequently  men  were 
executed  who  had  never  been  in  arms  at  all,  or 
who  had  long  since  ahandoned  the  cause  of  Fer¬ 
dinand  IV.  as  hopeless.  It  was  a  blind  and  furious 
martial  law  that  prevailed;  and  the  executions 
were  conducted  solely  by  the  military.  Nor  did 
the  French  spare  their  tortures  :  they  frequently 
set  fire  to  houses,  huts,  and  villages,  and  burned 
all  within  them ;  and,  even  when  they  hanged 
their  captives,  they  would  allow  no  preparation,  no 
friend  to  soothe  them,  no  priest  to  assist  and  con¬ 
sole  them  ;  and,  when  the  poor  wretches  were  strung 
up  by  the  necks,  they  were  fired  at  by  their  savage 
*  Taul.Luui^  C'ouri«r,  Mcmoires/Currcsp^mlcucB,  S;c. 


executioner,  not  to  shorten  their  suffering,  but  out 
of  mere  spite  or  wantonness,  for  aim  was  taken, 
not  at  a  vital  part,  but  at  the  legs,  &c.  In 
every  considerable  town  there  was  a  prison  always 
crowded  with  Calabrian  insurgents  or  suspects, 
w'ho  were  treated  with  nearly  every  refinement  of 
barbarity.  Fresh  captives  were  continually  brought 
in  ;  hut  the  daily  executions  made  lodging-room  for 
them  in  the  foul  pestilential  prisons.  Every  town 
had  its  gallows  en  permanence  (like  the  guillotine 
at  Paris  during  the  reign  of  terror),  and  no  gallows 
was  ever  seen  without  two  or  three  or  more  peasants 
swinging  from  it.  It  was  usual  to  execute  the 
prisoners  early  in  the  morning,  and  to  leave 
them  suspended  in  terrorem  until  the  follow¬ 
ing  morning,  when  they  were  taken  down  to 
make  room  for  others.  All  the  dead  when 
taken  down  were  thrown  into  immense  pits, 
where  they  lay  stark  naked,  or  in  their  ragged 
clothes,  one  upon  the  other,  a  horrible  promiscuous 
heap  of  human  bodies.  At  times  these  uncul¬ 
tured  men  showed  a  high  spirit,  and  bravely  re¬ 
sented  the  imputation  of  being  brigands.  One  of 
them  said  to  the  French  military  tribunal  at  Mon- 
teleon, — “  Tlie  robbers  are  yourselves  !  what  busi¬ 
ness  have  you  here  and  with  us  ?  I  carried  mv 
gun  and  my  knife  for  King  Ferdinand,  whom  may 
God  restore !  but  I  am  no  robber !”  To  these 
wholesale  executions  and  torturings  were  added  the 
intolerable  grievances  of  the  conscri])tion ;  young 
men  of  all  classes,  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest, 
were  seized  and  sent  out  of  their  native  country  to 
fight  for  the  French,  uhom  they  abhorred,  in 
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Upper  Italy,  in  Germany,  in  Spain,  or  wherever 
it  might  suit  Bonaparte  to  employ  them ;  and,  in 
order  to  prevent  their  desertion  or  escape,  these 
proud  and  fierce  Calabrians  were  chained  together 
in  parties  of  twenties  or  fifties  and  marched  through 
the  country  under  strong  escorts  of  gens  d’armes. 
Nor  were  the  prisons  and  the  gallows  reserved 
solely  for  the  untameahle  peasantry ;  many  indi¬ 
viduals  of  respectable  station  in  society — women 
and  children,  as  well  as  men — were  thrown  into 
those  most  filthy  and  horrible  of  gaols,  and  many 
of  the  men  of  the  best  name  and  reputation  in  those 
provinces  were  hanged  or  shot,  or  hanged  and  shot 
at  one  and  the  same  time.  As  in  Spain,  this 
system  of  terrorism  only  gave  a  keener  edge  to 
revenge  and  cruelty  on  the  other  side.*  When 
Murat  endeavoured  to  introduce  a  more  moderate 
system  he  found  it  impossible  to  do  so,  and  the 
mere  attempt  caused  the  French  and  their  Neapo¬ 
litan  partisans  to  complain  loudly  that  he  was 
favouring  the  Calabrians  to  their  own  cost  and 
jrrejudice.  The  Calabrians,  on  the  other  hand, 
considered  every  attempt  at  conciliation  as  a  plot 
to  betray  them.  When  the  new  war  in  Germany 
became  known,  and  when  intelligence  reached  the 
southern  extremity  of  the  peninsula,  that  the 
Austrians  had  beaten  Eugene  Beauharnais  in  the 
north  of  Italy,  and  had  compelled  the  French  to 
retire  behind  the  Adige,  the  Calabrians  were 
highly  excited,  and  assumed  a  tone  towards  the 
French  which  proved  they  believed  that  the 
moment  of  their  deliverance  was  at  hand.  This 
excitement  mounted  still  higher  when  it  was 
reported  that  the  Austrians  had  entered  Milan,  and 
that  the  English  were  fitting  out  a  great  armament 
in  Sicily.  And  a  few  days  later  a  climax  was  put 
to  the  Calabrian  fury  by  intelligence  that  the  pope, 
“  by  the  authority  of  God  Almighty,  and  of  St.  Paul 
and  St.  Peter,”  had  excommunicated  Bonaparte. 

On  the  11th  of  June  Sir  John  Stuart,  the  hero 
of  Maida,  and  now  commander-in-chief  of  our 
forces  in  Sicily,  embarked  with  15,000  British 
troops.  On  the  13ih  his  appearance  induced  the 
enemy  to  abandon  the  greater  part  of  their  posts 
along  the  shore  of  Calabria  Ulteriore;  and  the 
posts  and  works  upon  the  line  opposite  to  Messina, 
from  which  the  French  had  long  been  threatening 
Sicily  with  invasion,  were  seized  and  destroyed 
by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Smith.  Arms  and  ammu¬ 
nition  were  landed  and  sent  up  the  country  for  the 
use  of  the  insurgents,  who  took  possession  of  some 
of  the  mountain  passes,  where  they  did  great  mis¬ 
chief  to  Mural’s  army,  and  who  recovered  several 
towns  in  the  interior  of  the  country,  where  they 
took  sanguinary  vengeance  on  the  French,  and 
their  partisans  and  abettors.  Two  smaller  expe¬ 
ditions,  issuing  from  the  jrort  of  Messina,  landed 
400  or  500  Sicilian  soldiers  and  Calabrian  refu¬ 
gees  in  the  Gulf  of  Gioia,  and  2000  or  3000 
soldiers,  regular  and  irregular,  between  Reggio 

•  Lieutenant  P.  J.  Elmliirst,  11.  N.,  Occurrences  during  a  six 
Months’  llcsidence  in  tlie  Province  ofCalabria  I'lteriore,  in  the  )ears 
1809,  1810,  SiQ., — LcUres  sur  les  C’alabres,  ptir  uu  Othcier  Fraiicais. 
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and  Palmi.  A  portion  of  these  forces,  assisted  by 
a  few  of  our  troops,  undertook  the  siege  of  Scylla  • 
the  rest  carried  on  a  loose  guerilla  warfare,  which 
cost  Murat  rather  dear.  At  the  same  time 
flotillas  of  English  and  Sicilian  gun-boats  and  other 
armed  vessels  ran  along  and  scoured  all  the  coasts 
of  Calabria  from  the  promontory  of  Scylla  to  the 
edge  of  the  Gulf  of  Salerno,  and  from  Reggio  to 
the  head  of  the  Gulf  of  Taranto,  operating  simul¬ 
taneously  in  the  Tyrrhenian  and  in  the  Ionian  seas, 
threatening  a  dozen  places  in  one  day,  capturing  or 
destroying  many  of  these  places,  making  the  French 
generals  hurry  now  hither  now  thither,  and  spread¬ 
ing  consternation  in  every  town  and  station  on 
both  sea-boards,  for,  though  here  to-day,  no  one 
could  tell  where  the  flotillas  might  be  to-morrow. 
And,  while  these  two  flotillas  swept  all  the  coasts 
of  Calabria,  Commodore  William  Hoste  scoured 
the  whole  coast  of  Apulia,  the  richest  province  of 
the  Neapolitan  kingdom,  from  Otranto  to  Man- 
fredonia,  capturing  every  vessel  that  showed  itself 
at  sea,  cutting  out  fleets  of  corn-ships  in  the  ports 
and  bays,  and  knocking  to  pieces  or  capturing 
many  of  the  sea-forts  which  the  French  had 
erected,  and  which  the  Neapolitan  troops  and 
militia  could  very  seldom  maintain. 

But  in  the  meanwhile  Sir  John  Stuart,  having 
been  joined  by  some  Sicilian  forces  which  em¬ 
barked  at  Palermo,  nominally  under  the  command 
of  King  Ferdinand’s  second  son,  Don  Leopold, 
Prince  of  Salerno,  had  made  straight  for  the  bay  of 
Naples,  to  menace  the  capital  and  seize  some  of  the 
islands  in  its  immediate  neighbourhood.  On  tlie 
24th  of  June  the  advanced  division  of  the  British 
and  Sicilian  troops,  which  contained  the  British 
troops,  anchored  oft’  Cape  Miseno,  close  to  Baia  and 
Pozzuoli,  and,  by  water,  not  more  than  ten  or  four¬ 
teen  English  miles  from  the  city  of  Naples,  wliich 
was  throw’ll  into  a  state  of  excessive  alarm,  and 
almost  into  a  state  of  insurrection.  The  Englisli 
general  was  kept  waiting  some  time  by  Don  Leo¬ 
pold,  whose  presence  it  was  expected  would  produce 
a  great  effect  among  his  father’s  old  subjects,  and 
when  the  prince  arrived  he  was  a  drag  and  an  im¬ 
pediment  all  operations.  Though  coming  to  fight 
for  his  father’s  crowui  Don  Leopold  could  not  live 
or  move  without  his  iced  water,  his  fresh  fruit,  and 
his  other  luxuries.  ;  and  part  of  the  fleet  w'as  kept 
stationary  while  speranaras  brought  from  Sicily 
the  congealed  snow  of  mount  Etna,  for  this  very 
luxurious  and  un  warlike  Bourbon.*  Nothing  would 
have  been  more  easy  than  to  bombard  Naples  and 
batter  it  to  pieces  •,  nor  would  it  have  been  a  work 
of  great  difficulty  with  15,000  British  troops  to 
have  landed  and  driven  Murat  out  of  that  city,  for 
he  had  only 'some  11,000  or  12,000  regular  troops 
collected  there,  and  of  these  the  greater  part  were 
Neapolitans,  whose  discipline  was  incomplete,  and 
whose  fidelity  and  courage  were  both  exceedingly 
doubtful.  But  to  destroy  the  city  under  the  eye  of 
the  son  of  the  old  king  would  have  been  a  parti- 

*  I'rivate  informatiun  received  from  an  English  oflicer  who  n  as  iu 
the  exiK'ditioii. 
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cularly  revolting  act;  and,  though  15,000  British 
troops  might  have  taken,  they  could  not  have  kept 
Naples  in  the  case  of  the  French  heating  the  Aus¬ 
trians  in  Upper  Italy;  and  several  weeks  before  the 
arrival  of  our  armament  at  Cape  Miseno,  the  Arch¬ 
duke  John,  though  not  beaten  by  the  French,  had 
been  compelled,  by  the  reverses  of  the  Austrian 
armies  in  other  quarters,  to  abandon  Upper  Italy 
altogether.  Besides,  Sir  John  Stuart’s  plan  was 
merely  to  create  and  keep  up  an  alarm,  and  “to 
make  such  a  movement,  as,  although  it  should  pro¬ 
duce  no  issue  of  achievement  to  ourselves,  might 
still  operate  a  diversion  in  favour  of  our  Austrian 
allies.”*  And  a  considerable  body  of  troops,  which 
Murat  had  recently  detached  from  Naples  as  a 
reinforcement  to  Eugene  Beauharnais,  as  well  as 
almost  the  whole  of  a  corps  of  6000  men  which  he 
had  sent  into  the  Roman  States  to  complete  the 
seizure  of  the  papal  dominions,  which  his  brother- 
in-law  Napoleon  had  ordered,  w’ere  precipitately 
recalled  on  the  first  appearance  of  our  armament 
on  the  coast.  On  the  25th  of  June  2300  men,  in¬ 
cluding  some  Sicilian  light  infantry,  a  regiment  of 
Corsican  rangers,  and  a  detachment  of  Calabrian 
Free  Corps,  were  landed  under  the  command  of 
Major-general  MacFarlane,  in  the  island  of  Ischia, 
distant  only  four  or  five  miles  from  Cape  Miseno. 
A  chain  of  batteries,  which  the  French  had  erected 
to  fortify  every  accessible  part  of  the  shore,  was 
easily  turned ;  and  then  the  batteries  were  succes¬ 
sively  abandoned.  Two  or  three  hundred  prisoners 
were  taken.  With  the  remainder  of  his  very  in¬ 
sufficient  force  General  Colonna  retired  into  the 
castle,  which  is  situated  on  the  summit  of  a  steep 
detached  rock.  Colonna  rejected  a  summons  from 
MacFarlane;  but,  on  the  30th,  when  a  breaching 
battery  was  erected,  he  surrendered  upon  terms  of 
capitulation.  The  small  but  thickly  peopled  island 
of  Procida  lies  between  Capri,  Cape  Miseno,  and 
Ischia,  being  separated  from  the  latter  island  by  a 
deep  but  narrow  channel  of  the  sea  :  it  has  an  old 
castle,  and  then  had  some  other  batteries  and  de¬ 
fences  ;  but  the  Neapolitan  commandant  surren¬ 
dered  at  the  first  summons,  and  this  event  fortu¬ 
nately  contributed  to  the  almost  entire  capture  or 
destruction  of  a  large  flotilla  of  about  forty  heavy 
gun-boats,  wliich  attempted  during  the  night  to  run 
from  Gaeta  to  Naples,  and  expected  to  find  protec¬ 
tion,  as  well  as  co-operation,  from  the  fortress  and 
artillery  of  Procida,  in  its  passage  through  the  nar¬ 
row  strait  that  separates  the  island  from  the  main. 
In  the  two  islands  100  pieces  of  ordnance  of  all 
calibres  and  about  1500  regular  troops  were  cap¬ 
tured.  Captain  T.  Staines,  on  the  morning  of  the 
25th,  being  at  the  east  of  Procida,  discovered  a 
frigate,  a  corvette,  and  several  gun-boats  coming 
out  of  Pozzuoli  bay,  and  he  drove  them  back  again 
to  the  shelter  of  their  land  batteries.  On  the  next 
day  Captain  Staines  took  a  land  battery  near  Cape 
M iseno,  and  then  with  the  ‘  Cyane  ’  frigate,  the  ‘  Es- 
poir’  corvette,  and  twenty-three  Sicilian  gun-boats, 
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stood  in  to  Pozzuoli  bay,  in  the  hope  of  bringing 
Murat’s  frigate,  corvette,  and  gun  boats  to  action. 
The  ‘  Cyane,’  Staines’s  own  ship,  got  becalmed  so 
near  to  the  shore  that  a  battery  of  four  36-pounders 
opened  upon  him.  He  embarked  in  one  of  the 
Sicilian  gun-boats,  soon  silenced  the  battery,  and, 
landing  with  a  party  of  men,  spiked  the  guns,  de¬ 
stroyed  the  carriages,  hove  a  10-inch  mortar  into 
the  sea,  and  returned  to  his  frigate  without  a  single 
casualty.  On  the  afternoon  of  the  27th  the  Nea¬ 
politan  commodore  came  again  out  from  Pozzuoli, 
not  to  fight,  but  to  try  to  run  round  the  point  of 
Posilippo  to  Naples.  Besides  his  frigate  and  cor¬ 
vette  he  had  now  twenty  gun-boats;  and  he  was 
encouraged  to  hope  that  his  short  trip  would  be 
fortunate,  if  not  altogether  uninterrupted,  for 
Staines’s  Sicilian  gun-boats  were  at  a  considerable 
distance  in  the  bight  of  the  bay,  and  his  corvette  the 
‘  Espoir’  was  becalmed  astern.  But  Staines  rushed 
after  him,  making  the  ‘  Cyane  ’  man  her  sweeps, 
and  thus,  pulling  the  English  frigate,  rounded  the 
point  of  Posilippo,  and  entered  into  the  inner  bay 
of  Naples  alone,  in  pursuit  of  the  enemj'.  At  half¬ 
past  seven  in  the  evening,  when  the  Neapolitan  fri¬ 
gate  the  ‘Cerere’was  within  three  miles  of  the 
mole  of  Naples,  the  ‘Cyane’  succeeded  in  getting 
alongside  of  her,  and  Staines  commenced  the  action 
within  half  pistol  shot  distance;  the  Neapolitan 
corvette  ‘Fama,’  and  the  twenty  gun-boats  tacked 
and  took  part  in  the  fight,  and,  as  the  whole 
flotilla  kept  edging  in  to  the  shore,  the  land 
batteries  opened  their  fire  upon  the  ‘  Cyane,’ 
which  at  one  time  was  within  gun-shot  of  the 
mole-head.  The  ‘  Cerere’  got  a  reinforcement 
of  fresh  men  from  Naples,  but  notwithstanding  this 
advantage  she  hauled  down  her  colours,  seeing  that 
the  gun-boats  and  her  consort,  the  ‘  Fama,’  were 
panic-stricken  and  were  using  their  sweeps  to 
escape  into  the  harbour.  But  a  second  reinforce¬ 
ment  of  men  was  sent  off  from  the  mole  the  next 
minute,  and  the  ‘  Cerere’  re-hoisted  her  flag.  But 
by  half-past  eight  the  Neapolitans,  whose  fire  had 
been  for  some  minutes  very  slack,  ceased  firing 
altogether,  and  uttered  shrieks  that  were  hearcl 
both  on  shore  and  at  sea : — their  over-crowded 
decks  were  literally  strewed  with  killed  and 
wounded.  But  by  this  time  the  gallant  Staines 
had  had  his  left  arm  knocked  out  of  the  socket  at 
the  shoulder  and  had  been  wounded  in  the  side  ; 
his  first  lieutenant  (James  Hall)  had  been  dan¬ 
gerously  wounded,  and  his  second  and  only  re¬ 
maining  lieutenant  had  also  received  a  serious 
hurt ;  the  frigate  that  had  sustained  the  fire  of  so 
many  land  and  floating  batteries  was  crippled  in 
her  masts  and  rigging,  and  all  her  sails  were  com¬ 
pletely  riddled  by  grape  and  lairgridge:  thus  she 
was  neither  in  a  condition  to  take  possession  of  the 
silenced  Neapolitan  frigate  nor  even  to  haul  olf 
from  the  land  batteries,  which  kept  up  an  inces¬ 
sant  fire.  But,  fortunately,  by  this  time  the 
‘  Espoir’  and  some  of  the  Sicilian  gun-boats  came 
to  her  assistance  ;  and,  while  the  ‘  Cerere,*  in  a 
frightful  state,  elided  round  the  mole-head  into 


*  Sir  Jclm  Stuart’s  disiiatrli  to  Lord  Castlcrcngli. 
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the  harbour,  the  ‘  Cyane’  was  towed  out  of  the  bay 
l)y  the  Sicilian  gun-boats.* 

Captain  Bausan,  the  native  Neapolitan  ofBcer 
who  commanded  the  ‘  Cerere,’  was  a  brave  man 
and  good  sailor ;  some  of  his  officers  and  crew, 
though  unaccustomed  to  such  close  and  murderous 
firing,  did  their  duty  well  and  were  entitled  to 
praise.  They  never  had  the  remotest  chance  of 
victory ;  but  the  dreadful  slaughter  which  befel  the 
frigate  might  have  been  in  good  part  avoided  if  it 
had  not  been  for  the  rashness,  folly,  and  ignorance 
of  Murat.  Bonaparte  had  made  his  brother-in-law 
grand  admiral  of  the  empire;  but,  though  the  best 
of  cavalry  officers  and  most  quick-sighted  of  dra¬ 
goons,  Murat  knew  absolutely  nothing  of  naval 
matters.  Since  the  arrival  of  Sir  John  Stuart’s 
armament  he  had  been  galloping  along  the  coast 
from  place  to  place,  issuing  a  series  of  orders  that 
w'ere  altogether  absurd,  except  in  as  far  as  they 
related  to  the  manning  of  the  land  batteries,  which 
were  very  numerous  :  it  was  he  that  had  uselessly 
ordered  the  flotilla  of  gun-boats  to  come  from 
Gaeta,  where  it  was  safe  ;  and  it  was  he  that  had 
positively  enjoined  Bausan  to  push  round  from 
Pozzuoli.  On  that  day  he  put  on  his  splendid 
and  fantastic  uniform  of  grand  admiral ;  and  on 
horseback,  and  surrounded  by  an  immense  staff  of 
Frenchmen  and  Italians — all  landsmen  like  him¬ 
self — he  posted  himself  on  the  shore  near  Poz¬ 
zuoli,  then  at  the  point  of  Posili])po,  then  at  the 
mole-head  of  Naples,  to  cheer  and  encourage  the 
Neapolitan  combatants,  making  signals,  gesticula¬ 
ting,  shouting,  and  finally  tearing  his  mustachios 
in  rage  and  useless  spite.  And  when  the  ‘  Cerere’ 
was  striking  her  flag  so  near  to  the  spot  where  he 
stood,  it  was  he  that  sent  off  the  reinforcements  in 
gun-boats  and  other  craft,  crowding  and  cram¬ 
ming  them,  not  with  sailors,  but  with  land  troops 
— a  mixture  of  French,  Neapolitans,  and  Swiss, — 
w  ho  were  of  no  use  when  they  got  on  board,  and 
who  served  only  to  confuse  and  confound  Bausan, 
and  swell  the  number  of  killed  and  wounded  in 
the  ‘Cerere.’  From  that  day  King  Joachim  never 
again  put  on  his  uniform  of  grand  admiral. 

The  two  islands  which  Sir  John  Stuart  had 

•  Sir  John  Stuart,  Dispatches;  James,  Naval  History;  private  in¬ 
formation  collected  on  the  spot ;  Colletta,  Storia  di  Napoli. 

General  Colletta  mysiiHcs,  and  absolutely  falsifies  his  account  of 
this  (on  the  part  of  Captain  T.  Staines  and  his  men)  most  adventurous 
and  gallant  action.  With  a  bold  defiance  of  the  hundreds  of  thou¬ 
sands  of  eyes  that  saw  the  aftair  from  the  shore,  this  French  partisan 
represents  the  Neapolitan  frigate  and  corvette  as  being  assailed  by 
ten  times  their  own  force  (dieci  contra  uno),  and  speaks  as  if  a  whole 
Ihdtish  fleet  had  followed  the  Neapolitan  commodore  from  Pozzuoli 
into  the  bar  of  Naples,  and  had  there  fallen  upon  his  single  frigate ! 
Perhaps  General  Colletta  was  not  at  Naples  at  the  time,  hut  employed 
in  Calibria.  But  when  he  wrote  his  history  tens  of  thousands  of  liis 
countr\’men  were  living — and  many  thousands  of  them  are  still  living 
— who  saw  Staines's  frigate  alone  pursuing  the  '  Cerere,’  the  *  Fama’ 
and  the  twenty  gun-boats  round  the  point  of  Posilippo,  and  engage 
the  *  Cerere’  almost  yard-arm  to  yard-arm,  getting  between  her  and 
the  laud  lotteries  in  order  to  prevent  her  escaping  into  the  liarbour, 
and  brating  at  the  same  time  the  fire  of  the  ‘  Fama,’  and  that  of  the 
gun-hoats.  The  *  Cyune’s*  consort,  the  *  Espoir,’  did  not  come  up 
until  the  Neapolitan  frigate  had  struck  her  flag  once,  if  not  twice,  and 
liad  entirely  ceased  firing.  Colletta’s  misrepreseulatious  could  not 
have  been  involuntary,  and  could  hardly  have  proceeded  from  igno¬ 
rance  of  the  facts.  Seven  years  after  they  occurred  there  was  no  sub¬ 
ject  mo'.e  frequently  spoken  of  by  his 'countrymen  who  had  been 
spectators  of  the  fight,  and  wlio  still  remained  in  their  astonishment 
at  the  daring  of  Staines,  and  in  horror  at  the  sceuo  the  '  Cerere’  pre¬ 
sented  when  towed  into  the  liarbour. 
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captured  wfith  hardly  any  loss  are  among  the 
most  healthy,  and  Ischia  is  the  most  beautiful  and 
productive,  of  all  the  islands  that  lie  close  in  to 
the  coast  of  Italy  ;  they  afforded  an  excellent  foot¬ 
ing  for  our  troops,  who  could  move  thence  with 
facility  and  promptitude  to  ulterior  objects;  while 
the  enemy,  collected  to  observe  their  movements 
on  the  opposite  shore  of  the  main  and  in  the  un¬ 
healthy  neighbourhood  of  Baia,  Miniscola,  the 
lake  of  Patria,  and  the  Pantani,  or  marshes,  must 
suffer  greatly  from  malaria  fevers.  But  no  per¬ 
manent  occupation  had  ever  been  contemplated ; 
and,  as  it  became  evident  that  no  diversion  of  ours 
could  save  Austria  from  her  fate,  Sir  John  Stuart 
dismantled  the  castles  of  Ischia  and  Procida,  de¬ 
stroyed  the  batteries  and  all  the  other  works,  re- 
imbarked  his  troops,  and  returned  to  Sicily,  which 
was  soon  after  threatened  with  invasion  by  Murat, 
and  which,  in  the  absence  of  the  British,  might  at 
any  time  have  been  over-run  and  taken  by  5000 
veteran  French  troops. 

The  siege  of  Scylla  had  not  prospered.  The 
French  general  Partonneaux  advanced  in  force  to 
the  relief  of  that  changeable  old  fortress ;  and  tlie 
English,  with  their  Sicilian  and  Calabrian  allies, 
retreated  with  so  much  precipitancy  that  they 
left  their  train  of  artillery,  their  siege-tools,  and 
most  of  their  stores  behind  them.  But  the  old 
castle  on  the  rock  which  stands  over  the  roaring 
caverns  of  Scylla  and  faces  the  resounding  vortexes 
of  Charybdis — neither  of  them  quite  so  formidable 
now  as  in  Homer’s  days — seemed  destined  to  be¬ 
long  to  no  party  in  this  protracted  war.  Not  long 
after  Partonneaux  had  succeeded  in  raising  the 
siege,  the  French  garrison  abandoned  the  place  in 
some  sudden  panic,  leaving  behind  them  not  oulv 
the  artillery  and  other  materials  they  had  captured, 
but  all  their  own  guns  and  stores,  which  were 
seized  and  secured  and  carried  over  to  Sicily  by  a 
detachment  of  Sicilian  and  British  troops.  Of  "the 
Calabrian  partisans  who  had  been  landed,  some 
were  cut  off  by  the  French,  some  returned  to  Sicily, 
and  others  maintained  themselves  in  the  mountains, 
in  the  forest  of  Sant-Eufemia  near  Maida,  and  in 
other  wild  and  almost  inaccessible  places,  whence 
they  issued  forth  at  opportune  moments  to  carry 
havoc  among  the  weak  detachments  of  Murat’s 
army.  The  service  in  Calabria  became  so  unpa¬ 
latable  that  all  the  French  officers  who  were  there 
exerted  themselves  to  the  utmost  to  get  removed, 
and  hardly  any  officers  of  that  nation  could  he 
found  willing  to  supply  the  places  of  such  as  were 
recalled.  Many  resignations  took  place;  the  table 
of  Murat’s  war-minister  was  almost  constantly 
covered  with  letters  from  French  officers  who 
begged  to  be  employed  in  the  Tyrol,  in  Germany, 
in  Spain,  anywhere  rather  than  in  Calabria,  and 
who  frequently  put  the  alternative  of  an  immediate 
removal  or  a  permission  to  resign  tlieir  commis¬ 
sions.*  The  more  extensive  struggle  going  on  in 

•  Paul  Louis  Courier  tell,  us  that,  when,  simply  out  of.TU  eager 
desire  to  explore  Magna  Grecia  aud  the  whole  of  that  beautiful  eouii- 
try  which  had  once  stood  so  high  in  civilization,  literature,  and  art, 
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the  Spanish  peninsnlakept  the  attention  of  Europe 
away  from  the  irregular  war  at  the  end  of  the 
Italian  peninsula;  hut,  we  repeat,  Calabria  cost 
the  French  enormous  sacrifices,  and  continued, 
almost  to  the  last  day  of  the  war,  to  be  a  fatal 
drain  upon  the  armies  and  resources  of  Bonaparte. 
It  was  chiefly,  we  presume,  on  account  of  the 
countenance  and  open  aid  and  assistance  which  our 
government,  the  generals  commanding  our  forces 
in  Sicily,  and  the  admirals  of  our  fleets  gave  to 
the  insurgents,  and  guerilla-like  partisans,  that  the 
French  persisted  in  styling  all  those  Calabrians 
and  Sicilians  brigands,  and  in  treating  them  as 
such  whenever  they  fell  into  their  hands.  It 
sounded  well  to  represent  the  King  of  Great  Britain 
as  the  ally  of  banditti,  and  his  generals,  admirals, 
ambassadors,  and  envoys  as  being  leagued  with 
robbers  and  cut-purses.  The  French,-  who  united 
in  their  own  minds  the  extremes  of  incredulity  and 
of  credulity,  must  have  had  a  very  large  belief  in 
the  credulousness  of  mankind  w'hen  they  asserted 
and  maintained  that  the  entire  population  of  whole 
provinces  were  nothing  but  brigands.  For  rob¬ 
bery  to  be  a  profitable  calling  there  must  be  some¬ 
body  to  be  robbed.  Wild  as  was  the  country, 
Calabria  had  never  been  a  land  of  brigandism. 
That  system  had  only  obtained  in  the  frontier- 
provinces  of  the  kingdom — in  the  Abruzzi  and  on 
the  edge  of  the  Terra  di  Lavoro.  In  those  pro¬ 
vinces  there  were  high  roads,  frequented  by  rich 
travellers  and  foreigners ;  but  in  Calabria  there 
was  nothing  of  the  sort,  that  region,  at  the  end  of 
the  peninsula,  forming  a  sort  of  Finis  Terra, 
leading  to  nowhere.  There  were  no  bauds  of 
robbers  either  in  Calabria  Citra  or  in  Calabria 
Ulteriore  when  the  French  first  arrived;  but  the 
mass  of  that  brave,  active,  and  fierce  population 
flew  to  arms,  and  crowned  the  hill-tops,  and 
blocked  up  the  roads,  or  lurked  by  the  road-sides, 
to  repel  and  despoil  the  invaders  of  their  country, 
the  enemies  of  their  king  and  church,  and — as 
they  conceived — of  their  God.  These  men  were 
insurgents,  not  robbers  ;  their  patriotism  was  as 
pure  and  as  indisputable  as  that  of  the  Spanish 
peasantry,  and,  cruel  and  vindictive  as  they  were, 
they  were  not  more  so  than  the  Spaniards. 
Their  leaders,  for  the  most  part,  however  lowly 
tlieir  original  condition  (and  there  w'ere  French 
marshals,  dukes,  and  princes  who  had  begun  life 
ill  a  condition  quite  as  obscure  as  that  of  anv  of 
them),  held  regular  commissions  from  their  old 
king,  Ferdinand  IV.,  who  had  all  the  rights  of  a 
liclligercnt,  and  who  by  the  law  of  war  was  justi¬ 
fied  in  making  every  effort  for  recovering  by  the 
sword  dominions  which  had  been  taken  from  him  by 
the  sword  and  by  foul  treachery.  Ilis  commission 
was  entitled  to  as  much  weight  and  respect  as  any 
of  the  commissions  granted  by  Bonaparte  or  by 
his  brother  Joseph,  or  by  his  brother-in-law 
Murat;  but,  as  the  French  read  the  law,  Ferdi¬ 
nand’s  commissions  were  null,  his  commissioned 

111’  viiluntppri’il  to  go  into  Colaliiia,  all  tlio  rest  of  tlie  Frpiicli  officors 
lUTi’  iiL’titioniiig  and  imploring  to  b«  employed  somewlicru  else. 
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officers  were  brigand  chiefs  and  rebels  forsooth  to 
King  Joseph  or  King  Joachim,  and,  as  such,  were, 
whenever  captured,  hanged.  If  the  unhappy  man 
wore  a  red  coat  the  execution  had  an  additional 
grace  and  gust ;  and  it  was  proclaimed  to  the 
world  that  an  infamous  robber  and  cut-throat,  with 
an  English  uniform  on  his  back,  and  wdth  English 
money  in  his  pocket,  had  been  seized  and  put  to 
that  ignominious  death  which  his  lawdess  life  and 
crimes  had  merited.  It  signified  nothing  to  these 
French  reporters  that  the  uniform  of  King  Ferdi¬ 
nand’s  guards  was  scarlet  like  our  own ;  King 
Ferdinand  and  his  guards  were  out  of  sight  of 
Europe,  shut  up  in  Sicily,  and  all  the  world  knew 
that  red  was  the  English  colour ;  and  thus  it  was 
deemed  advantageous  to  attempt  to  cast  dirt  upon 
it.  It  is  only  by  subscribing  to  a  new  and  dan¬ 
gerous  theory  that  we  can  deprive  the  poor  Cala¬ 
brians  of  the  honour  of  a  bold  and  a  persevering 
resistance ;  and  by  subscribing  to  that  theory  we 
must  equally  dishonour  the  Spaniards,  the  Portu¬ 
guese,  the  Tyrolese,  and,  in  fact,  every  people  that 
either  in  modern  or  in  ancient  times  have  risen  in 
masses  against  the  invaders  of  their  country,  and 
persevered  in  their  resistance  after  their  armies, 
regular  or  irregular,  had  been  defeated  in  the  field. 
By  this  fatal  theory  the  William  Tell  of  Switzer¬ 
land,  the  Wallace  and  the  Bruce  of  Scotland,  must 
be  taken  down  from  their  glorious  and  time- 
honoured  pedestals  to  be  classed  with  lawless  in¬ 
surgents  or  brigand  chiefs.  If,  as  this  new  theory 
imports,  regular  armies  are  to  be  considered  as  tbe 
only  belligerents,  and  the  inhabitants  of  a  country 
invaded  are  to  be  regarded  only  as  neutrals,  and  as 
such  excluded  from  any  participation  in  the 
struggle,*  then  all  such  inspiriting  risings  as  those 
of  the  Swiss  and  the  Scots  in  the  olden  time,  or  as 
those  of  the  Calabrians,  the  Spaniards,  and  the 
Tyrolese  in  our  own  days,  must  have  the  stamp 
and  op})robrium  of  illegality  put  upon  them.  If, 
because  an  overwhelming  invading  force  (fol¬ 
lowing  upon  a  series  of  the  most  treacherous 
deeds,  which  have  enabled  the  invader  to  penetrate 
into  the  heart  of  the  country  and  to  obtain  previous 
possession  of  most  of  its  strongholds)  defeats  find 
scatters  a  weak  and  ill  if  not  treacherously  com¬ 
manded  regular  army,  and  establishes  a  line  of 
posts  along  a  particular  river  (say  the  Ebro),  the 
spirited  population,  the  body  of  the  people  living 
within  those  lines  and  knowing  that  they  have  been 
betrayed  by  the  invader,  and  suspecting  that  they 
may  have  been  betrayed  by  some  of  the  officers 
of  their  own  army,  may  not  rise  and  arm  and  do 
their  best  to  rescue  their  country  from  thraldom, 
then  is  patriotism  made  a  crime  and  offered  up  as 
a  sacrifice  to  professionalities  and  arbitrary  tech¬ 
nicalities. t  If  everything  is  to  be  made  dependent 
upon  regular  armies,  and  if  the  people,  of  whom 
tlie  army  is  but  a  part  and  an  instrument,  are  not 

*  Dr  Tlioni.i^  Arnolil,  Ri'iiiiia  I’rofiiasor  of  HUIory  in  tlio  t’liivo-- 
sity  of  Oxionl.  Iiitroiliictovy  I.ei-tiires  on  MoUern  History. 

t  Colonel  Nnpier  advances  the  oyinion  we  condi  mn  with  liis  usual 
e.-irnestness  and  force  of  language.  See  many  passuges  in  liis  History 
of  the  War  in  the  I’eninsula. 
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to  step  forward  into  the  field,  then  a  few  injudi¬ 
cious  movements  of  a  general  and  two  or  three 
defeats  must  decide  the  fate  and  independence  of 
a  country !  And  these  reasoners  seem  to  forget 
that  the  people  incapable  of  rising  against  an  in¬ 
vader  and  oppressor  must  be  a  people  incapable  of 
furnishing  brave  soldiers,  or  materials  proper  to 
make  that  regular  army  upon  which  everything 
dear  to  the  nation  must  wholly  and  solely  depend. 
If  such  convictions  had  been  entertained  by  the 
invaded  and  oppressed  peoples  of  Europe  there 
would  have  been  no  loss  of  300,000  French  regu¬ 
lars  in  Italy  and  in  Spain,  there  would  have  been 
no  dismal  retreat  from  Moscow,  no  glorious  reveil 
of  the  great  Germanic  family ;  but  Bonaparte 
would  have  established  his  universal  dominion  ;  the 
characteristics  of  nations,  which  give  variety  and 
interest  and  beauty  to  the  world,  would  have  been 
rudely  obliterated,  and  French  manners,  French 
morals,  and  French  taste  would  have  been  en¬ 
throned,  in  a  tyrannical  intolerant  domination,  in 
all  parts  of  the  civilized  vvorld.  But  theorists  are 
weak  when  they  grapple  with  the  real  feelings  and 
passions  of  human  nature;  no  peo])le  that  are  not 
absolutely  degraded  will  ever  subscribe  to  this  new 
doctrine  ;  their  instinct  will  revolt  at  it ;  they  will 
continue  to  do  as  their  ancestors  have  done ;  they 
will  not  place  their  loyality,  their  patriotism,  their 
religion,  their  homes  and  hearths,  as  a  deposit  in 
the  hands  of  the  regular  army  they  raise  and  pay, 
to  be  risked  in  a  throw  of  the  dice,  or  to  be  utterly 
lost  in  a  few  battles  ;  and  it  is  only  inasmuch  as 
the  theory  may  influence  future  governments,  when 
called  upon  to  estimate  the  nature  and  probable 
results  of  such  national  insurrections,  that  the 
theory  itself  calls  for  any  criticism. 

While  the  French  w'ere  alarmed,  and  fully  oc¬ 
cupied  in  the  south  of  Italy,  Admiral  Lord  Col- 
lingwood,  who  still  retained  the  command  in  chief 
of  our  Mediterranean  fleet — wearing  out  in  hard 
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service  the  last  days  of  an  honourable  and  most 
valuable  life  —  recommended  General  Sir  John 
Stuart  to  send  an  expedition  against  the  islands  of 
Zante,  Corfu,  and  Cephalonia,  which  lie  opposite 
to  the  Neapolitan  coast,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Adria¬ 
tic,  and  which,  partly  by  force,  and  partly  by  an 
amicable  understanding  with  the  Czar  Alexander, 
had  been  seized  and  occupied  by  the  French,  who 
were  also  looking  forward  to  conquests  or  occu¬ 
pations  in  the  Morea,  and  in  other  parts  of  con¬ 
tinental  Greece.  The  general,  at  first,  seemed 
rather  adverse  to  the  plan,  doubting  wFether  he 
could  safely  spare  a  sufficient  number  of  troops 
from  Sicily,  and  being  much  perplexed  by  the 
arguments  and  entreaties  of  Queen  Caroline,  who 
took  upon  herself  all  that  share  of  public  business 
which  ought  to  have  been  transacted  by  her  fish¬ 
ing,  shooting,  pleasure-hunting  husband,  and  who 
strongly  deprecated  the  removal  of  any  English 
troops  from  the  island  of  Sicily,  unless  they  were 
employed  against  the  French  in  the  continental 
dominions  of  Ferdinand.  Sir  John  Stuart,  however, 
after  a  very  little  hesitation,  warmly  embraced  Lord 
Collingwood’s  project.  The  expedition  was  under¬ 
taken  with  such  secrecy,  that  none  of  the  people 
knew  wffiither  they  were  going ;  and  neither  at 
Sicil}^  nor  even  in  our  own  possession,  Malta,  was 
there  the  slightest  suspicion  of  such  a  thing  being 
in  contemplation  until  tlie  affair  was  all  finished.* 
The  naval  part  of  the  expedition  was  commanded 
by  Captain  Spranger  of  the  ‘Warrior,’  who  was 
accompanied  by  a  sloop  of  war  and  transports,  and 
who  was  joined,  near  the  mouth  of  the  Adriatic,  by 
two  ships  of  the  line,  some  frigates,  and  smaller 
vessels :  the  military  part  was  entrusted  to  Briga¬ 
dier  General  OsAvald,  who  had  under  his  orders 
1600  troopjs,  of  whom  about  one  half  were  Corsican 
rangers,  Sicilians,  Calabrians,  and  other  foreigners 
in  British  pay.  There  was  known  to  exist  in  those 

*  Loi'd  CullingwooJ’s  Corresrondence. 
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Ionian  islands,  among  the  Veneto-Greek  popula¬ 
tion,  a  very  strong  party  inimical  to  the  French, 
and  to  communicate  with  this  party,  and  rouse  it 
into  action,  a  Signor  Foresti  and  an  Ionian  Greek 
count  were  brought  over  from  Malta,  where  they 
had  taken  refuge  from  the  French  and  their  coun¬ 
trymen  of  that  faction.  The  expedition  sailed  from 
Messina  on  the  23rd  of  September,  and  arrived  oft’ 
Cephalonia  on  the  28th.  By  the  1st  of  October 
all  the  expected  ships  and  some  gun-boats  arrived; 
on  the  evening  of  that  day,  the  whole  fteet  came  to 
anehor  in  the  Bay  of  Zante,  just  out  of  reach  of  the 
nearest  batteries  ;  and  at  daylight,  on  the  following 
morning,  the, troops  began  to  land  under  cover  of 
the  fire  of  some  of  our  ships  and  gun-boats,  w  hich 
soon  silenced  the  land  batteries.  As  our  troops 
landed  and  formed,  the  Frencli  retired  from  every 
direction  into  the  castle,  which  Avas  invested  forth¬ 
with.  A  proclamation  Avas  issued  to  the  inhabit¬ 
ants,  many  of  Avhom  immediately  offered  to  assist 
in  expelling  their  late  masters.  The  castle  being 
a  place  of  no  very  great  strength,  though  advan¬ 
tageously  situated  on  a  commanding  elevation,  the 
French  commandant  thought  proper  to  capitulate; 
and  before  the  day  aa'Os  over,  he  surrendered  to  the 
English  commanders  not  only  the  Avhole  of  tlie 
island  of  Zante,  but  also  the  islands  of  Cephalonia, 
Ithaca,  and  Cerigo.  And  thus  Avas  the  British 
flag  hoisted  over  Homeric  islands,  and  the  narroAv 
kingdom  of  the  cunning  Ulysses.  The  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  Septinsular  Republic  Avas  restored 
under  British  protection.  Two  of  the  seven  islands, 
hoAA'ever,  were  left  in  the  occupation  of  the  French  ; 
but  one  of  these — the  island  of  Santa  Alaura — 
was  reduced  in  the  month  of  April,  1810,  by  Gene¬ 
ral  Oswald  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hudson  Lowe.* 
Corfu,  the  most  important  island  of  the  Avhole 
group,  was  too  strong  to  be  attacked  by  a  small 
force;  it  remained  a  very  useless  possession  in  the 
hands  of  the  French,  Avho  could  carry  on  no  trade, 
and  whose  communications  with  France,  and  even 
with  the  near  coast  of  Italy,  were  almost  constantly 
cut  oft',  until  the  downfal  of  Bonaparte;  and  it  Avas 
given  up  by  Louis  X'YHI.  at  the  peace  of  Paris 
in  1814.  The  seven  islands  were  then  more  com¬ 
pletely  restored  to  their  independence,  and  formed 
into  a  state  under  the  protection  of  the  King  of 
Great  Britain,  represented  by  a  lord  high  commis- 

*  The  capture  of  Santa  Maura  was  attended  witli  some  hard  fi^lit- 
in:,'.  It  was  altoKctlier  a  brilliant  little  episode  in  the  war,  liifiily 
honourable  to  the  lliitish  troops,  to  various  foreign  corps  in^our 
service,  and  to  Oswalil,  Hudson  Lowe,  Major  Church  (since  (Jeneral 
Church,  in  the  service  of  Ferdinand,  Kin;;  of  Naples,  and  of  Otho, 
Kinp- of  Greece),  to  Majors  Clarke  and  de  Kosset,  and  to  Captains 
Eyre  anil  Stevens  of  tlie  royal  navy.  The  two  last  named  ollicers 
were  amon;;  the  most  animated  In  thecomhat,  and  were  both  wounded. 
It  was  twionel  Eowe  that  moved  lirst  uiid  took  the  town  It  was 
Major  Cliiireh  that  L'allantly  carried  the  lirst  Frencli  redonht.  with 
tour  companies  of  tlie  Greek  lipdit  infantry,  a  reyiment  w  ideli  he 
had  assisted  in  raising  and  discipliniiiv  at  Malta  Thu  French  ue- 
neral,  (-amus,  had  above  1000  men,  and  a  fortress  of  considerable 
strength,  with  stroni;  lield-works  connected  with  it.  He  was,  liowcver 
soon  driven  Irom  his  field-works,  onr  Iloyal  Marines  bre-akim' tlirou'd! 
the  abattis.  and  cliaroinv  into  tlie  entrenelimeiits.  'I’he  I'l-eneh  lied 
at  all  points,  pursued  with  the  bavon  ■!  from  work  to  work  and  alian- 
donin;,'  the  camp  and  camion  or  tlie  attacked  line.  Tliey  threw  them¬ 
selves  into  tlie  fort! ess;  but  nine  days  after  they  Burretidered  and 
became  prisoners  of  war.  Greeks,  Corsicans,  Calabrians,  all  llie 
foroiuii  corps  that  were  employed  in  the  expedition,  behaved  rem, lik¬ 
ably  well. 
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j  sioner,  avIio  resides  at  Corfu,  and  convokes  once 
a  year  the  parliament  or  legislative  assembly. 
During  the  Avar  a  British  military  establishment 
Avas  necessary  to  preserve  the  islands  from  the 
enemy,  and  since  the  peace  it  has  only  been  the 
presence  of  the  British  forces  that  has  kept 
the  islanders  from  revolution,  invasion,  intestine 
Avar,  and  anarchy. 

On  January  the  5th  a  treaty  of  peace  Avas  signed 
between  the  Ottoman  Porte  and  England,  having 
been  negotiated  by  Mr.  Elliot.  Sultan  Selim,  with 
Avhom  Ave  had  gone  to  Avar,  had  been  for  some 
months  in  his  grave  Avhen  this  peace  Avas  signed, 
and  so  had  been  his  cousin  Mustapha,  avIio  had 
succeeded  to  Selim’s  authority  in  the  month  of 
jMay,  1807.  Mustapha  Bairactar,  Pasha  of  Rud- 
chuck,  animated  by  affection  for  the  deposed  Selim, 
by  jealousy  and  hatred  of  tlie  vulgar  Cabakchy 
Oglu  and  the  mufti  who  had  brought  about  the 
revolution  of  1807,  and  by  the  desire  to  restore 
his  master  to  the  throne  and  carry  out  his  plans 
for  disciplining  the  Turkish  armies,  collected  a 
great  force  on  the  Danube  and  marched  to  Con¬ 
stantinople,  Avhere  he  deposed  all  the  new  ministers 
of  Sultan  Mustapha,  putting  to  death  the  agha  of 
the  janissaries  and  other  enemies  of  Selim  and 
reform;  and  on  the  28th  of  July  he  proclaimed 
the  dethroned  Selim  as  the  only  true  and  legitimate 
sultan,  and  rushed  to  the  seraglio  to  liberate  him 
from  his  prison.  The  bairactar’s  movement  Avas 
sudden  and  rapid ;  hut  Sultan  Mustapha,  Avho  had 
been  feasting  at  one  of  the  imperial  kiosks  on  the 
Bosporus,  got  into  the  seraglio  before  him,  and 
sent  his  black  eunuchs  to  strangle  his  cousin  Selim 
in  his  cell  or  chamber.  When  the  foul  deed  Avas 
done,  IMustajiha  retired  into  his  harem,  saying, 
“  Noav  open  the  gate,  and  deliver  Sultan  Selim  to 
the  bairactar,  since  he  demands  it !”  The  slaves 
went  and  threAv  open  the  massive  inner  gate  of  the 
seraglio ;  the  terrible  bairactar,  who  had  been 
threatening  to  force  the  gate  open  Avith  artillery, 
rushed  into  the  court,  and  there  saw  the  blackened 
and  disfigured  corse  of  his  master  and  benefactor 
Avhom  he  liad  come  to  serve  and  save.  The  pasha 
Avas  at  first  petrified  Aviih  horror  ;  and  then  he  and 
his  lough  soldiers  knelt  and  Avept  over  the  body 
of  Selim.  The  bairactar  was  at  last  roused  into 
action  by  the  capitan  pasha.  “  Seize  me  the 
murderous  Mustapha!”  roared  the  bairactar: 
“  proclaim  his  younger  brother  Mahmoud  Sultan  ! 
Cut  me  oft'  the  heads  of  the  vile  slaves  that  have 
murdered  the  good  Selim!”  At  tlie  Avords  cour¬ 
tiers,  pages,  and  eunuchs  mingled  Avith  the  bai¬ 
ractar’s  soldiers  and  ran  Aviih  tliem  through  the 
numerous  and  intricate  apartments  of  the  seraglio 
in  search  of  Mustapha  and  Mahmoud.  Sultan 
Mustapha  Avas  easily  found  and  seized,  and  throAvn 
into  the  very  prison  Avhere  his  frightful  black 
eunuchs  had  only  a  few  minutes  before  strangled 
Ills  cousin  Selim.  But  the  young  iMahmoud  Avas 
not  found  so  soon.  His  brother  Mustapha  had 
tried  to  discover  him  and  put  him  to  death  Avhile 
the  bairactar  was  weeping  in  the  court  beloAv,  for 
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he  well  knew  the  ancient  and  universal  superstition 
of  the  Turks,  who  believed  that  the  empire  must 
fall  and  finish  with  the  extinction  of  the  reigning 
dynasty,  witli  the  last  descendant  of  the  venerable 
house  of  Osman,  and,  as  of  that  race  there  now 
existed  only  Mustapha  and  Mahmoud,  he  knew 
that,  if  he  could  hut  strangle  his  brother  as  he  had 
strangled  his  cousin,  both  his  life  and  his  throne 
would  be  safe.  But  young  Mahmoud  was  saved 
by  some  faithful  and  fond  servants,  who  hastily 
carried  him  to  a  remote  and  dingy  corner  of  the 
seraglio,  and  concealed  him  under  a  heap  of  mats 
and  carpets  :  and  there  he  was  found  by  some  of 
the  bairactar’s  people,  who  hailed  him  as  sultan, 
and  conve3-ed  him  to  their  chief.  Before  the 
bairactar’s  arrival  at  the  capital,  a  party  acting  in 
concert  with  him  had  surprised  Cabakchy  Oglu 
in  his  country  house  on  the  Bosporus,  and,  regard¬ 
less  of  the  sanctity  of  the  harem,  they  had  mur¬ 
dered  that  Yamack  chief  in  the  midst  of  his 
women,  and  had  sent  his  head  as  an  acceptable 
present  to  the  bairactar.  That  terrible  Pasha  of 
Rudchuck,  who  by  virtue  of  the  revolution  he  had 
effected  now  became  grand  vizier  to  Sultan  Mah¬ 
moud,  began  his  ministry  wdth  bloody  deeds  of 
vengeance  and  retaliation.  On  the  first  day  of  his 
installation  thirty-three  heads  fell  under  the  sharp 
yataghans  of  the  executioners,  and  were  exposed  to 
the  gaze  of  the  public  at  the  outer  gate  of  the 
seraglio.  These  w'ere  the  assassins  of  Sultan 
Selim,  or  the  particular  favourites  of  Sultan  Mus¬ 
tapha.  On  account  of  the  elevated  dignity  of  his 
office  the  hideous  Nubian  head  of  the  Kislar  Agha, 
or  chief  of  the  black  eunuchs,  or  governor  of  the 
w'omen,  was  put  upon  a  bright  silver  dish.  These 
decapitations  w'ere  follow'ed  by  drowning  and 
strangling.  A  number  of  the  women  of  Mustapha’s 
harem,  who  were  said  to  have  manifested  great 
joy  on  learning  the  death  of  Selim,  were  sewm  up 
in  sacks,  and  w'ere  thrown  into  the  deep  sea,  hard 
by  the  Maiden’s  Tower,  where  the  waters  of  the 
Bosporus  sweep  with  a  strong  current  round  the 
Asiatic  point  of  Scutari  into  the  Propontis.  All 
the  officers  of  the  Yamacks  that  could  be  caught 
were  strangled  and  then  thrown  into  the  Bosporus. 
About  one  hundred  individuals  were  sacrificed  by 
the  bairactar  to  the  manes  of  Sidtan  Selim.  As 
soon  as  his  vengeance  was  satisfied,  or  as  soon  as 
he  had  destroyed  all  those  he  had  dared  destroy 
(for  the  mufti  and  the  oulemas,  who  had  done 
greater  injury  to  Selim  and  his  reforms  than  the 
rude  Yamacks  had  done,  were  placed  by  the  sanc¬ 
tity  of  their  offices  above  the  reach  of  his  yataghans, 
sacks,  and  bow-strings),  the  new  grand  vizier 
started  on  the  work  of  reform  both  civil  and  mili¬ 
tary.  He  had  some  just  and  enlightened  views 
Avhich  might  possibly  have  tended  to  prop  up  a 
decrepid  and  tottering  empire,  whieh  in  no  way 
will  be  able  to  support  itself,  by  itself,  for  any 
great  length  of  time,  in  Europe;  the  heart  and 
liead  of  the  young  Sultan  iMahinoud  went  with  him 
and  his  schemes,  for,  during  the  period  which  had 
intervened  between  the  dethronement  of  that  prince 


in  the  s]iring  of  1807  and  his  murder  in  the  sum¬ 
mer  of  1808,  Selim,  the  most  accomplished  Turk 
of  the  time,  had  acted  as  instructor  or  tutor  to  his 
young  cousin,  a  caged  prince,  a  captive  like  him¬ 
self;  but  the  bairactar  was  hot,  impetuous,  impa¬ 
tient  of  any  delay,  furious  as  a  tiger  at  any  remon¬ 
strance,  and,  by  attempting  to  reform  too  much  at 
once,  he  ended  by  reforming  nothing,  and  by 
sacrificing  his  own  life  and  the  lives  of  hundreds 
or  of  thousands  of  his  friends  or  partisans.  The 
personal  habits  and  vices  of  the  man  contributed 
to  his  hasty  ruin  ;  like  nearly  all  Turkish  pashas 
he  had  an  insatiable  appetite  for  gold ;  he  drank 
wine  copiously,  and  not  in  private,  as  many  well- 
reputed  Mussulmans  did,  but  in  public,  and  with 
indecent  bravado;  and,  whether  in  his  cups  or 
sober,  he  had  the  pernicious  habit  of  beating  the 
Turks  with  sticks.  All  this  enabled  the  mufti  and  the 
oulemas  to  arm  the  people  against  him.  On  the  14th 
of  November,  during  the  Ramazan,  or  Mahom- 
medan  Lent,  when  the  Turks  fast  all  day  and  feast 
all  night,  the  janissaries,  animated  by  the  oulemas, 
and  headed  by  their  new  agha,  collected  in  the 
dusk  of  the  evening,  set  fire  to  some  houses  close 
to  the  palace  of  the  grand  vizier,  and  fell  furiously 
upon  some  of  the  bairactar’s  regular  European  dis- 
ciiilined  troops.  The  bairactar  had  been  drinking 
deep  of  the  forbidden  wine,  and  had  retired  to  his 
harem,  where  no  man  dared  to  disturb  him  on  a 
trivial  occasion.  Fires  were  frecpient,  and  so  were 
quarrels  and  skirmishes  between  the  regular  troops 
and  the  irregular  and  most  turbulent  janissaries. 
Thus  the  grand  vizier  was  not  roused  to  a  terrible 
waking  until  the  conflagration  had  nearly  reached 
his  own  abode,  and  until  his  palace  was  entirely 
surrounded  by  the  janissaries  and  the  rnob  of  the 
city,  who  were  all  shouting  death  to  him,  and  anti¬ 
cipating  the  pleasure  of  seeing  him  burnt  alive  in 
his  b.ouse,  or  fall  at  their  feet  under  the  strokes  of 
their  yataghans  in  some  hopeless  attempt  to  escape 
from  the  fire.  Yet  this  last  attempt,  if  boldly  and 
promptly  made,  might  possibly  have  saved  the 
bairactar  even  now,  for  he  had  many  brave  and 
faithful  men  about  him,  and  the  janissaries  had  a 
superstitious  awe  and  dread  of  his  own  personal 
courage  and  prowess  :  but,  instead  of  making  a 
rush  out  into  the  street,  at  the  w  orst  to  die  like  a 
soldier,  the  infatuated  pasha  began  to  collect  his 
diamonds  and  his  jewels  and  his  sacks  of  gold, 
like  a  miserable  miser ;  and,  when  he  had  got  these 
things  together,  he  fled  to  a  strong  tow'er  of  his 
])alace,  which  was  not  built  of  wood  like  the  rest, 
but  of  solid  stone,  and  there  he  shut  himself  up 
with  the  best  beloved  of  his  wives  or  concubmes, 
and  with  a  black  eunuch.  The  new^  capitan-pasha, 
who  had  owed  his  promotion  to  the  bairactar,  and 
Cadi  Pasha,  who  was  commanding  some  of  the 
disciplined  trooirs  stationed  in  the  Asiatic  suburb 
of  Constaritlnople,  made  vigorous  efforts  to  relieve 
the  grand  vizier  and  save  the  reform  system  from 
])erishing.  They  carried  the  regular  troops  into 
the  city  ;  they  reinforced  the  sultan’s  guards  in  the 
seraglio ;  thev  spread  the  report  that  the  bairactar 
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had  escaped  from  the  tower  ;  they  ordered  a  tre¬ 
mendous  fire  to  be  opened  upon  the  insurgents 
from  the  batlleincnts  of  the  imperial  palace ;  and 
they  charged  the  janissaries  with  the  bayonet  in 
the  streets ;  rvhile  some  of  the  capitan-pasha’s 
ships,  anchored  in  the  deep  port  of  the  Golden 
Horn,  and  close  in  shore,  kept  up  an  incessant 
cannonade  on  the  palace  of  the  agha  of  the  janis¬ 
saries,  and  upon  every  grouj)  of  insurgents  who 
ventured  to  show  themselves  near  the  side  of  the 
port.  Thus  passed  the  whole  of  the  day  of  the 
15th  of  November,  during  which  the  mufti  and  all 
the  great  oulemas  tied  and  concealed  themselves, 
leaving  some  fanatic  dervishes  and  inferior  imams 
to  keep  up  the  courage  or  the  fury  of  the  janissaries 
and  the  rest  of  the  populace.  On  the  morning  of 
the  16th,  Cadi  Pasha,  at  the  head  of  a  disciplined 
column  4000  strong,  and  with  some  artillery, 
made  a  sortie  from  tlie  seraglio,  drove  the  janis¬ 
saries  before  him,  took  one  of  tlieir  strong  barracks 
near  the  mosque  of  Santa  Soi)hia,  reached  the 
Hippodrome  wliere  Calrakchy  Oglu  had  sat  in 
state  to  receive  the  heads  of  Sultan  Selim’s  minis¬ 
ters  and  the  friends  of  reform,  and  broke  the 
beleaguering  lines  which  had  been  drawn  round 
the  vast  and  still-burning  palace  of  the  grand 
vizier.  But  the  intolerable  heat  of  the  flames  did 
not  permit  him  to  approach  the  incombustible 
stone  tower  ;  and,  whether  the  bairactar  had  been 
roasted  alive,  or  had  been  so  fortunate  as  to  escape 
from  flame  and  steel  and  bullet,  he  could  not 
ascertain.  From  this  moment  Cadi  Pasha  began 
to  conduct  himself  like  a  stupid,  ferocious  maniac : 
he  split  his  column  into  numerous  detachments, 
which  rushed  through  difl’erent  quarters  of  the 
city,  pillaging  and  murdering,  sparing  neither  age 
nor  sex,  and  setting  fire  to  the  houses.  This  united 
all  classes  of  the  propulation  in  one  cause,  and  filled 
every  heart  with  unmitigable  rage ;  a  fire  was 
opened  from  every  house,  and  from  both  sides  of 
the  narrow  tortuous  streets,  on  his  advancing  de- 
tachnrents ;  even  women  and  children  got  to  the 
house-to))s  to  liurl  stones  and  tiles  and  sheets  of 
lead  at  the  heads  of  the  regular  troops,  and  to  pour 
boiling  oil  upon  them.  The  detachments  were 
stopped  in  their  murderous  march,  and  fell  back 
upon  the  Hippodrome,  followed  by  mingled  masses 
of  mob,  janissaries,  dervishes,  and  imams.  In  the 
captured  barracks,  by  Santa  Sophia,  Cadi  Pasha  had 
left  no  more  than  300  of  his  regulars.  A  countless 
mass  of  janissaries  rushed  to  the  building,  deter¬ 
mined  to  recover  it.  The  incalculable  advantage 
of  the  European  discipline  was  fully  displayeil; 
and,  as  the  regulars  could  expect  no  cjuarter,  they 
fought  as  vigorously  as  men  could  fight.  Five 
times,  ten  times,  twenty  times  and  more,  they  beat 
back  those  tens  of  thousands  of  undisciplined,  dis¬ 
orderly  janissaries.  At  last  some  of  the  janissaries, 
or  some  of  the  mob,  set  fire  to  those  vast  and 
magnificent  barracks,  which,  being  mainly  con¬ 
structed  of  wood,  soon  blazed  in  every  part,  and 
threw'  out  flames  and  sparks,  which  cairied  the 
conflagration  to  all  the  buildings  in  the  neighbour¬ 
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hood,  except  the  ancient  and  fire-proof  temple  of 
Santa  Sophia.  The  300  regulars  kept  firing  upon 
the  janissaries  from  the  midst  of  flames  and  smoke, 
until  the  roof  and  the  walls  fell  in,  and  buried 
them  to  a  man  in  one  huge  burning  grave.  But 
by  this  time  a  fourth  part  of  the  city  of  Constan¬ 
tinople,  including  the  most  densely  peopled  quar¬ 
ters,  was  in  a  blaze ;  hundreds  of  the  inhabitants, 
unable  to  escape  out  of  the  narrow  streets,  were 
burning  to  death ;  agonizing  shrieks  w'ere  heard  on 
all  sides;  and  Sultan  Mahmoud  was  gazing  on 
these  scenes  of  the  infernal  regions  from  one  of  the 
towers  of  the  seraglio.  The  heart  of  the  young 
sultan  was  not  so  hard  then  as  it  was  found  to  be 
when  lie  had  reigned  twelve  or  fifteen  years  longer. 
He  ordered  Cadi  Pasha  to  cease  hostilities,  and  he 
sent  a  khattisherif,  or  the  most  solemn  of  imperial 
decrees,  to  the  janissary  agha,  enjoining  him  to 
employ  all  the  means  in  his  power  to  check  that 
horrible  conflagration.  Cadi  Pasha,  with  all  the 
men  that  remained  of  his  column,  returned  into 
the  seraglio  ;  and  the  janissary  agha,  not  daring 
to  disobey  so  solemn  an  order,  attended  to  the 
conflagration,  which  was  threatening  destruction 
to  every  part  of  the  immense  city  except  the  stone 
mosques,  the  seraglio,  and  the  stupendous  lines  of 
walls  wliich  were  built  by  the  Greek  emperors. 
But,  emboldened  by  Cadi  Pasha’s  retreat,  and  by 
the  cessation  of  the  firing  from  the  seraglio,  the 
mob  and  some  of  the  janissaries  went  close  up  to 
the  gates  of  that  palace,  threatening  Mahmoud 
and  his  ministers,  and  shouting  that  Mustapha 
was  their  true  sultan,  and  must  be  restored  to 
the  throne.  This  served  as  Mustapha’s  death- 
warrant.  Hitherto  Mahmoud  had  rejected  the 
advice  of  all  his  friends  and  servants,  who  told  him 
that  the  only  way  to  put  down  this  insurrection 
and  ])reserve  himself  was  to  put  his  brother 
and  prisoner  to  death  ;  but  now'  he  made  a  sign  to 
Cadi  Pasha,  who  left  the  presence,  attended  by  the 
chief  executioners,  to  return  presently  with  the  in¬ 
telligence  that  IMustapha  was  strangled,  and  that 
Mahmoud  had  a  charmed  life,  being  now  the  sole 
representative  of  the  House  of  Osman.  The  news 
was  soon  carried  throughout  the  city  :  it  paralysed 
the  janissaries,  rhe  mob,  the  men  of  the  law'  and 
gospel,  and  all  men  ;  for  the  most  furious  Turk 
among  them  w'ould  not  fight  in  the  teeth  of  a  pro¬ 
phecy,  or  plunge  the  empire  into  the  abyss  by  pro¬ 
ceeding  to  extremities  against  that  single  life  on 
which  the  jireservation  of  the  name,  glory,  and 
very  existence,  as  a  nation,  of  the  Osmanlys,  was 
believed  to  depend.  The  now-ascertained  fate  of 
the  bairactar  also  contributed  to  calm  the  popular 
rage  and  make  the  janissaries  put  their  yataghans 
into  their  girdles.  On  the  evening  of  the  16th, 
when  the  flames  of  the  grand  vizier’s  palace  were 
extinguished  by  the  absence  of  any  more  materials 
to  nourish  them,  some  Turks  of  the  lowest  or 
poorest  order  approached  the  stone  tower,  which 
remained  entire,  but  all  scorched  and  blackened  ; 
and,  after  removing  the  ashes  and  hot  rubbish 
w  Inch  blocked  up  the  entrance,  they  forced  open  an 
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iron  door  and  rushed  into  the  tower,  in  the  expec¬ 
tation  of  finding  the  pasha’s  treasures.  Their  pro¬ 
gress  was  stopped  by  a  second  iron  door  at  the 
head  of  a  narrow  staircase,  which  ran  within  the 
thick  stone  walls ;  but,  upon  forcing  open  this  se¬ 
cond  door,  they  entered  a  small  dark  chamber,  and 
there  they  found,  extended  on  the  floor,  the  bai- 
ractar,  his  favourite  wife  or  slave,  and  his  black 
eunuch.  The  three  had  been  asphyxiated,  or  smo¬ 
thered  and  choked,  by  the  heat  and  smoke  and  the 
vapour  from  the  wood,  burnt  into  charcoal.  And 
close  by  the  side  of  the  dead  pasha-and-vizier 
they  found  his  bags  of  gold  and  his  diamonds  and 
jewels.  The  original  discoverers  ran  away  with 
the  treasure-trove  ;  but  they  took  care  to  tell  some 
janissaries  that  they  had  no  longer  anything  to  fear 
from  their  terrible  enemy — that  the  bairactar  was 
most  assuredly  dead.  The  janissary  agha,  who 
believed  that  his  foe  had  escaped  disguised  as  a 
woman,  and  who  was  agitated  by  apprehensions 
that  he  would  soon  return  at  the  head  of  a  great 
army,  ran  to  the  stone  tower,  and  rejoiced  his  eyes 
and  heart  by  gazing  upon  the  extinct  friend  of  re¬ 
form.  The  janissaries  lifted  up  the  body  and 
carried  it  to  the  seraglio  gate,  in  order  that  Cadi 
Pasha  and  the  regular  troops  within  might  behold 
the  fate  of  the  unclean  and  untrue  Mussulman. 
They  then  dragged  it  through  the  filthy  streets  to 
the  Hippodrome,  impaled  it,  and  left  it  there  for 
three  days  to  gratify  the  eyes  of  the  people.  The 
regular  troops  now  declared  that  they  would  no 
longer  fight  against  the  janissaries,  their  brothers 
and  the  defenders  of  their  faith.  Sultan  Mahmoud, 
who  had  now  nothing  to  fear,  negotiated  with  the 
chiefs  of  the  janissaries,  who  agreed  to  allow  the 
regulars  to  quit  Constantinople  and  return  to  their 
several  homes  without  molestation.*  But  the 
young  siiltan  was  compelled  to  declare  that  he 
renounced  for  ever  the  reforms  and  the  military 
institutions  of  the  Christian  nations,  which  had 
caused  so  much  woe  to  the  faithful.  Anathemas 
were  launched  against  every  man  that  should  ven¬ 
ture  again  to  speak  of  such  abominable  innova- 

*  These  merciful  terms  would  not  have  been  jjranted  to  the  cajd- 
tan  pasha,  to  Ctoli  Pasha,  or  to  several  other  officers  of  high  rank; 
but  the  sultan  contrived  to  smuggle  them  out  of  the  seraglio  and  to 
get  them  into  a  row-boat,  with  which  they  escaped  down  the  Propon¬ 
tis.  Eventually  nearly  all  of  them  were  murdered.  The  capitau 
]'asha,  after  dying  to  llussia,  where  he  met  with  a  hospitaljle  reception 
from  the  Emperor  Alexander,  was  cajoled  by  the  new  grand  vizier, 
who  induced  him  to  return  to  ('onstantiuople.and  then  caused  him  to 
be  strangled.  Ali  ElYendi  and  some  others  returned  to  the  capital  on 
♦ho  faith  of  a  general  amnesty,  and  were  immediately  seized,  and 
treated  like  the  capitau  pasha.  Cadi  Pasha  ran  a  bolder  course  than 
any  of  them,  but  it  equally  led  him  to  the  fatal  bow-string.  Though 
an  admirer  of  the  tactics  and  discipline  of  tlie  Europeans,  he  was  a 
true  Turk,  a  sincere  Mahomedan  ;  his  pride  and  his  faith  would  not 
permit  him  to  demand  the  hospitality  of  infidels,  and  he  soon  re-ap- 
ixuiri-d  in  ConsUutiuojde  under  the  disguising  and  protecting  habit  of 
a  dervish.  Quitting  the  capital,  he  went  over  Xo  Asia  with  the  iuten- 
tiou  of  icpairing  to  Carauiania,  and  there  collecting  and  organizing 
an  army  of  hold  adventurers,  with  whicli  to  scour  Asia  Minor  and 
carry  on  a  cruel  war  against  the  janissaries.  He  got  as  far  as  the 
neighbourhood  of  Kutaya,  when  he  was  recognised,  ami  \^•here  he  was 
seized  and  strangled  in  virtue  of  a  circular  order  from  the  Porte,  which 
enjoined  the  agent’s  government  to  put  him  to  immediate  death  wher¬ 
ever  he  might  be  found.  The  head  of  Cadi  Pasha  was  carried  to 
Coustaiitino))U‘,  and  was  expo.sed  for  a  whole  montli  at  the  gate  of  the 
seraglio.  A  few  of  the  reformers  lay  concealed  ui  j)ovei  ty  and  ob¬ 
scurity  for  many  years,  and  until  S^ultan  Mahmoud  was  enabled  to 
carry  out  his  relornis  in  a  sea  of  blood  and  treachery,  uheii  tliey  re¬ 
appeared  in  honour  and  in  power  in  the  capital, aiid'aided  in  des’troy- 
ing  the  janissaries* 


lions;  and  the  janissaries  burned  to  the  ground 
the  magnificent  barracks  M’hich  had  been  erected 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  regulars,  in  order,  as 
they  said,  to  destroy  the  last  trace  of  the  Nizam- 
Gedittes.  The  sleek  and  demure  mufti  then  put 
on  his  green  satin  robe  and  his  measureless  tur¬ 
ban,  and  went  with  the  principal  oulemas  to  con¬ 
gratulate  his  sovereign  on  this  new  triumph  of 
religion  and  the  ancient  laws.  Everything  soon 
returned  to  its  accustomed  order :  the  people  built 
up  new  combustible  wooden  houses  to  supply  the 
places  of  those  which  had  been  consumed  ;  the 
janissaries  and  the  oulemas  resumed  all  their  an¬ 
cient  rights,  privileges,  and  influence,  and  never 
foresaw,  until  it  was  too  late,  the  merciless  destruc¬ 
tion  which  Sultan  Mahmoud  was  gradually  and 
slowly,  but  most  cunningly  and  incessantly,  pre¬ 
paring  for  them,  and  which  at  last  overtook  them 
and  extinguished  the  janissaries  in  1825.* 

It  w'as  against  the  young  and  inexperienced  Mah¬ 
moud,  when  weakened  by  the  dissolution  of  his  regu¬ 
lar  disciplined  army,  when  abandoned  by  France, 
at  war  with  England,  and  surrounded  by  difficulties 
of  all  kinds,  that  the  magnanimous  Alexander  of 
Russia  declared  war,  being  encouraged  thereunto  by 
the  conferences  and  treaties  of  Tilsit  and  Erfurt.  At 
the  beginning  of  the  present  year  (1809)  the  Rus¬ 
sian  negotiators  at  the  Congress  of  Yassi  demanded 
from  the  sultan’s  ministers,  as  a  preliminary  to  any 
peace,  the  cessipn  of  the  Turkish  provinces  on  the 
left  bank  of  thfe  Danube.  Upon  the  indignant  re¬ 
fusal  of  the  Turks  the  congress  broke  up,  and  then 
the  czar  declared  war,  upon  the  sole  pretext  of  the 
injury  done  to  him  and  his  ally  the  Emperor  of  the 
French  by  the  peace  concluded  with  England  by 
the  sultan.  The  Russians  kept  their  ground  in 
Moldavia  and  Wallachia,  being  assisted  by  the 
Greeks  and  the  rest  of  the  Christian  population  of 
those  provinces ;  but,  when  they  crossed  the  Da¬ 
nube  and  pushed  forward  into  Bulgaria,  as  if  with 
the  intention  of  forcing  the  passes  of  the  Balkan  or 
Mount  Hsemus,  and  advancing  upon  Constanti¬ 
nople,  they  began  to  suffer  severely  from  the  sword 
and  spear  of  the  Osmanlys,  from  malaria  fevers, 
and  other  distempers,  and  from  that  want  and  al¬ 
most  famine  which  their  corrupt,  thievish  commis¬ 
sariat  usually  contrived  to  create.  Undisciplined 
as  they  were,  the  Turks  had  lost  little  of  their 
dogged  courage,  and,  though  generally  beaten 
when  they  risked  a  battle  in  the  open  field,  their 
flying  light  cavalry  often  struck  terrible  blows.  On 
the  22nd  of  October,  vdiile  the  Russians  under 
Prince  Bagration  were  investing  Silistria,  they 
were  suddenly  attacked  by  a  Turkish  army  under 
the  command  of  the  grand  vizier,  who  was  aided 
and  guided  by  a  Polish  refugee,  the  brave  Gleyzer, 
who  had  fought  under  Kosciuszko  for  the  inde¬ 
pendence  of  his  country  against  the  Russians.  The 
fierce  battle  lasted  from  morning  till  night,  when 
the  arrival  of  a  fresh  corps  of  Albanians  gave  the 
victory  to  the  grand  vizier.  The  Russians  with 

•  Jiichereau  de  Saint-Denis,  llevolutious  de  Constantinople.— Pri- 
^ate  information  collected  in  the  country. 
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difficulty  effected  their  retreat  to  an  entrenched 
camp  ;  but  a  second  action  took  place,  and,  being 
again  defeated  with  terrible  loss,  they  withdrew 
from  Bulgaria,  re-crossed  the  Danube,  and  went 
into  winter- quarters  in  Moldavia  and  Wallachia.  It 
is  cited  as  an  example  of  Bonaparte’s  habitual  du- 
])licity,  and  as  a  proof  that,  whatever  promises  he 
had  made  at  Erfurt  to  Alexander,  lie  was  not  de¬ 
sirous  of  seeing  the  Russian  empire  aggrandized  on 
the  side  of  European  Turkey,  that  the  Turkish 
artillery  in  all  these  actions  was  well  served  under 
the  direction  of  French  officers,  who  acted  with  the 
secret  permission  of  their  own  government.  The 
treaty  we  had  concluded  with  the  sultan  led  to  sun¬ 
dry  and  very  extended  advantages  to  British  com¬ 
merce,  which  the  Emperor  of  the  French  had  re¬ 
solved  to  exclude  from  Europe.  The  great  trading 
ports  of  Smyrna  and  Constantinople  were  again 
open  to  our  flag;  and  through  the  Gulf  of  Salo- 
nica,  and  the  port  and  town  of  that  name,  our 
manufactures  and  colonial  produce  found  their  way 
into  the  heart  of  the  European  continent,  to  the 
shores  of  the  Baltic  sea,  into  Hungary,  Austria, 
Bohemia,  Poland,  into  the  parts  of  Germany  the 
most  entirely  subjected  to  the  will  of  the  conqueror  ; 
and,  continuing  their  circuitous  and  contraband 
route,  many  of  these  bales  ultimately  got  intro¬ 
duced  into  Holland,  Belgium,  and  the  north  of 
France  itself. 

Our  government  had  not  even  yet  recovered 
from  its  delusion  about  the  value  of  countless  su¬ 
gar  islands  and  West  Indian  colonies,  nor  opened 
its  eyes  to  tlie  sacrifice  of  capital  and  of  human 
life  contingent  on  these  conquests  and  occupations.* 

*  Neither  the  country  nor  the  f'overnmeut  was  sulTiciently  enli"hl- 
eneh  upon  this  iniportaul  subject  until  the  publication  of  Major  Alex¬ 
ander  Si.  TuUoch’s  ‘  Statistical  Uei)ort  on  the  Sickness,  Mortality,  arul 
Invaliding  among  the  Troops  in  the  West  Indies.  Prerared  from  the 
Records  of  the  Army  Medical  Department,  and  War  OHice  Kctur.is ; 
and  presented  to  both  Houses  of  Parliemeut  by  Cummauil  of  Her 
Majesty  iu  the  Ye.vr 

The  admirable  tables  in  this  report,  the  inductions  made  therefrom, 
aud  tlie  medical  details  which  accompany  tliem,  render  the  whole 
subject  clear  to  any  capacity  ;  and  convey  an  amount  of  iuforraatiou 
which  must  be  the  means  of  saving  many  thousands  of  British  lives,  aud 
which  cannot  be  overlooked  or  neglected  by  any  KugUsh  ministry, 
present  or  futiiic.  The  honour  of  opening  the  way  to  this  invaluable 
result  seems  to  be  chiefly,  if  not  exclusively,  due  to  Sir  .Tamos  M'Gii- 
gor,  the  director-general,  who,  in  the  year  18 IG,  first  established  an 
Historical  Record  of  the  Medical  Transnetions  in  the  BritUli  Army  ; 
to  Henry  Marshall,  Esq.,  of  Kdinburgh  (known  to  the  world  by  other 
literary  aud  .scieiitilic  elVorts,  all  tending  to  better  tlie  coiidiliou  of 
maukiml),  formerly  a  surgeon  in  the  army,  and  now  deputy  iiDpcctor- 
k'eneral  of  hospitals ;  and  to  Major  (then  Lieutenant)  A.  M.  Tulloch, 
wlio  has  a  rare  talent  for  statistical  iaves.igations  and  airangemenls. 
Long  before  ihe  government  took  up  the  matter  iu  a  serious  ami  ef¬ 
fective  manner,  Mr.  Marshall,  assisted  in  some  cases  liv  Lieuteiiaut 
'rulloch,  ]>ublished  at  his  own  expense,  or  iu  the  p.'iges  iT  the  United 
Service  Mai'a/.iue,  slalistical  ]'apeis  and  essays  on  the  liealili  of  onr 
troops  iu  various  i)arts  of  the  world,  on  euliMiug,  invaliding,  &c. 
'rh'-se  publications  gradually  attracted  notice,  aud  elicited  other  pa¬ 
pers  and  observations  from  other  (piarters. 

At  length,  iu  October,  l8ti5.  the  secretary-at-war  (Lord  Howick) 
dc‘emed  it  retpiisile  that  an  inquiry  should  he  instituted  into  the  ex¬ 
tent  aud  causes  of  the  sickness  and  mortality  among  the  troops  in  the 
Wc^t  ludio-s.  with  the  view  (»f  founding  thereon  such  measures  as 
niiglit  ap]5c;tr  likely  to  diminish  the  great  loss  of  life  annual. y  expe¬ 
rienced  in  those  colonies.  For  this  duty  Messrs.  Henry  Marshall  aud 
A.  M.  'I'ulloeh  were  uoiiiiiiated  hy  the  si'cretary  at-war,  on  the  vecom- 
mcndiition  of  the  director-general,  Sir  James  M‘(»iigor.  On  the  first 
re]!Oil  being  submitted  to  the  seerelaiyat-war,  he  was  so  much  struck 
with  the  value  of  the  document  lha*t  he  directed  the  investigation  to 
l>e  extended  to  all  our  numerous  colonies  and  foreign  slations  whatso¬ 
ever.  In  coiiseiiuence  of  this  order,  stali.-tieal  iei>oi  ts  of  the  same  kind 
h.ive  been  drawn  up  and  presided  to  parli.iment,  in  the  years  1839- 
on  the  »icknes<,  moitalily,  ,  among  our  troops  serving  iu 
the  United  Kingdom,  in  (iibrallar.  Malti.  Cloilu,  and  other  places  in 
the  Mediteiranean  ;  iu  Western  Africa,  .St.  Helena,  tlie  C’ape  of  Hood 
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Ill  1807  we  had  taken  the  Danish  "West  India 
islands  of  8t.  Thomas,  St.  John,  and  St.  Croix;  in 
1808  we  had  captured  the  PTench  West  India 
islands  of  Mariegalante  and  Deseada;  and  in  the 
course  of  the  present  year  we  took  possession  of  the 
French  West  India  colonies  of  Cayenne  and  Mar¬ 
tinique,  as  well  as  of  a  part  of  Spanish  San  Do¬ 
mingo,  of  which  the  French  had  gained  possession. 
These  petty,  insecure,  and  costly  conquests  were 
also  extended  to  the  African  coast,  where  we  took 
Senegal  from  the  French. 

During  the  year  there  were  several  smart  actions 
at  sea  besides  the  brilliant  affair  in  the  Bay  of 
Naples.  The  necessity  of  conveying  supplies  to 
their  armies  employed  on  the  Spanish  coast  made 
the  French  navy  bolder  than  it  had  been  fur  some 
lime.  All  blockading  ships  are  liable  to  be  driven 
from  their  stations,  and  during  the  whole  season 
ours  were  frequently  removed  to  go  upon  other  ser¬ 
vices,  to  Sicily,  to  the  coast  of  Calabria,  to  Dal¬ 
matia,  and  Istria,  and  to  the  conquest  of  the  Ionian 
islands.  Detachments  both  from  the  Brest  and 
the  Toulon  fleets  got  out  to  sea  to  convey  fleets  of 
French  transports  and  store-shijis.  Their  object 
never  being  to  fight,  but  to  make  a  run  to  the 
Spanish  coast  or  to  some  other  appointed  place, 
nearly  all  the  affairs  that  happened  were  running 
fights.  On  the  22nd  of  October,  Lord  Colling- 
Avood,  Avho  had  been  blown  away  from  'I'oulon  to 
Minorca  by  a  gale  of  Avind,  and  Avho  had  sailed 
from  Minorca  to  the  coast  of  Catalonia,  received 
intelligence  that  the  enemy  had  come  out  and  Avas 
fast  approaching  him.  This  Avas  an  event  for 
Avhich  he  and  his  officers  and  crews  had  been 
longing  for  more  than  three  years.  “  Every  soul,” 
says  his  lordship,  “ was  in  raptures:  I  expected 
their  whole  fleet,  and  that  Ave  should  have  had  a 
dashing  l)usiness.  The  next  morning,  Ijetween 
eight  and  nine  o’clock,  they  came  in  sight ;  hut 
they  Avere  feAv — only  one  rear-admiral,  with  three 
sail  of  the  line,  two  frigates,  some  other  armed 
tilings,  and  a  convoy  of  about  tAventy  vessels.  'I'liey 
Avere  going  to  supply  the  French  army  at  Barce¬ 
lona  Avith  provisions,  &c.  As  soon  as  they  dis¬ 
covered  us  thev  made  oft’.  Night  came  ou  and  I 
thought  that  Ave  had  lost  them ;  hut,  as  the  fleet 
separated  iu  different  parties,  by  good  luck  Ad¬ 
miral  Martin’s  division  fell  in  Avitli  them,  near 
their  own  coast,  in  the  Gulf  of  Lyons,  Avhere  lie 
chased  them  on  shore.”  Tlie  French  rear-admiral 
(Baudin),  giving  up  his  attempt  to  reach  Barcelona, 
tried  to  run  into  the  harbour  of  Cette,  near  the 
montlis  of  the  Rhone.  Two  of  liis  ships  of  the 
line,  failing  in  this,  ran  themselves  on  shore  aa  ithin 
pistol-shot  of  each  other,  at  a  spot  abotit  six  miles 
to  the  north-east  of  Cette.  The  other  French  ship 

Hopo,  and  the  Mauritius;  in  Ceylon,  the  Teniisserim  iirovinccs  cf 
India,  and  tho  Burmese  einjiire.  A  speeial  dej'nrtment,  under  tl.o 
manaj'ement  of  Mtijor  Tulloch,  \n\s  been  est.-iMii^hed  iu  the  war-ofiice  ; 
the  most  assiduous  atieiUioii  is  ]»aid  to  the  nuunis  of  the  re^Mineiital 
surj'fons  serving  abroad,  and  which  are  now  made  iu  a  I'ur  more  aceu- 
liiie,  distinct,  ami  scientilic  manuer  than  in  Tormer  times ;  and  thus 
tlu‘  government  and  country  miy  soon  hojie  to  be  in  |)os>(*ssion  of  a 
nl0^t  valuable  ami  ^Aerfectly  complete, series  of  army-medical  statis¬ 
tical  repoUs,  which  must  have  the  efl'eet  of  preventing  the  recurrence 
of  many  lamentable  errors  in  our  war  oflice, 


407 


CIVIL  AND  MILITARY  TRANSACTIONS 1809. 


Chap.  L] 

of  the  line  and  a  frigate,  though  closely  pressed  by 
two  English  ships,  succeeded  in  reaching  Cette 
harbour,  which  scarcely  contained  water  enough  to 
float  them.  Finding  it  impossible  to  save  the  two 
stranded  line-of-battle  ships  (a  fine  new  80-gun 
ship  and  a  fine  new  74),  Baudin  l)egan  dismantling 
them  and  landing  the  crews.  This  was  on  the 
evening  of  the  25th  of  October.  As  it  grew  dark 
the  English  ships  tacked  with  the  intention  of  being 
close  in  to  the  two  wrecks  on  the  morning  of  the 
26th  ;  but  the  wind  fell,  and  they  did  not  regain 
sight  of  them  until  the  evening,  when  thev  were 
set  on  fire  by  their  own  crews.  At  eight  p.m.  the 
‘  Robuste,’  Baudin’s  flag-ship,  and  her  consort  the 
74,  were  blazing  fore  and  aft,,  and  at  about  ten 
o’clock  at  night  they  blew  up  wuth  a  tremendous 
explosion,  Martin’s  squadron  then  lying  nearly  be¬ 
calmed  about  seven  miles  from  the  spot.  One  of 
our  frigates  had  succeeded  in  cajituring  five  of  the 
French  store-ships.  The  two  ships  which  had  run 
into  the  shallow  harbour  of  Cette  (the  one  a  new 
74,  the  other  a  fine  large  40-gun  frigate*)  w'ere 
left  in  great  jeopardy.  Seven  French  transports, 
or  store-ships,  in  charge  of  an  armed  store-ship, 
two  armed  bombards,  and  another  armed  vessel, 
put  into  the  Bay  of  Rosas,  on  the  coast  of  Cata¬ 
lonia,  and  anchored  under  the  protection  of  the 
castle  of  Rosas,  of  Fort  Trinidad,  and  of  other 
strong  land-batteries.  Lord  Collingwood  deter¬ 
mined  that  they  should  not  escape  him,  and  he 
detached  Captains  Hallowell,  B.  W.  Taylor,  H. 
Hope,  and  others,  to  board  them  with  their  ships’ 
boats,  and  either  cut  them  out  or  burn  them  at 
their  moorings.  And  this  w-as  done  on  the  evening 
and  night  of  the  31st  of  October,  in  the  most  gal¬ 
lant  style,  in  spite  of  the  boarding-nettings  and  the 
other  precautions  which  the  French  had  adopted, 
and  in  the  teeth  of  a  terrible  fire  of  the  castle,  F ort 
Trinidad,  and  the  other  batteries,  and  of  repeated 
volleys  of  musketry  from  troops  assembled  on  the 
beach.  AI.  Baudin  had  sailed  from  Toulon  on  the 
21st  of  October,  the  anniversary  of  the  battle  of 
Trafalgar.  It  was  a  long  time  before  any  part  of 
the  Toulon  fleet  ventured  to  sea  again. -f  The 
directing  of  these  operations  and  the  conquest  of 
the  Ionian  islands,  which  was  entirely  his  own 
project,  were  the  last  important  services  rendered 
to  his  country  by  Admiral  Lord  Collingwood.  This 
good  and  great  man,  this  illustrious  model  for 
naval  commanders,  whose  life  and  letters  ought  to 

•  The  nuke  of  Clavence  (since  Willi.T.m  IV.J  in  a  most  frienilly  and 
characterisiic  letter  to  Collingwood  s.ays,  “  It  is  extraordinary  that  the 
h’remdt  should  build  such  line  shijis  and  handle  them  so  ill.  ' 

t  In  the  sailor  like  lettiT  to  which  we  have  alluded,  the  Duke  of 
Clarence  says,  "It  is  odd  that  the  enemy  shouldhave  selected  theSlst 

of  October  for  sailing  ! .  I  have  only  to  lament  that  the  enemy 

did  not  give  your  loidshipand  the  Hritish  lleet  an  opportunity  of  doing 
more  ;  and  trust  from  the  bottom  of  my  heart  th.at  the  next  letter 
which  you  will  have  occasion  to  write  will  bring  the  news  of  the  Tou¬ 
lon  licet  being  ill  your  lordship’s  power.’’  After  prai.-ingthe  gallantry 
of  the  oflicers  employed  in  the  harzardons  services,  his  royal  highness 
adds  :  “  I  am  clearly  of  ojnuion  that  the  lieutenants  deserve  and  ought 
to  be  promoted,  I  am  fur  liberal  rewards!"  lint  more  than  one 
miuistry  had  checked  the  generous  impulse  of  Lord  Collingwood.  and, 
M  hile  they  prevented  his  be.stowing  liberal  rewards  in  the  shape  of 
pioniotiou,  thev  had  displayed  little  liberalitv  themselves.  Collinv- 
wood’s  rei«ateii  lamentations  over  the  neglect  even  of  the  brave  mtui 
who  had  tonght  at  Iralalgar  excite  grief,  astouislimeut,  and  anger. 


be  found  in  every  cabin  and  witli  every  ship’s  com¬ 
pany,  had  long  been  in  a  declining  state  of  health. 
He  had  several  limes  entreated  the  admiralty  to 
relieve  him,  but  the  government  had  constantly 
entreated  him  to  remain.  During  nearly  three 
years  he  had  hardly  ever  set  foot  on  shore.  During 
the  whole  of  his  command  in  the  Alediterraneau 
his  toil  and  anxiety  were  immense,  his  occupations 
most  various;  he  was  involved  in  difficult  political 
transactions ;  he  had  to  maintain  a  correspondence 
with  many  foreign  princes  and  ministers  on 
the  European  side  of  that  sea,  and  with  pashas, 
deys,  and  sultans  on  the  African  side  of  it; 
and  the  letters  and  dispatches  of  this  thorough 
English  sailor,  who  had  been  at  sea  from  his 
childhood,  are  admirable  even  in  point  of  style. 
His  constant  service  abroad  made  him  often 
lament  that  he  was  hardly  known  to  his  own 
children.  On  the  22nd  of  Februarv,  1810,  he 
wrote  to  Lord  Alulgrave,  regretting  that  he  had 
been  under  the  necessity  of  writing  to  the  secretary 
of  the  admiralty,  and  requesting  their  lordships’ 
permission  to  return  to  England.  “This,’’  he 
says,  “  I  have  not  done  itntil  I  am  pas/  service.  I 
am  at  present  totally  incapable  of  applying  to  the 
duties  of  my  office.  My  complaint  is  of  a  nature 
to  which  I  apprehend  it  is  difficult  to  apply  a 
remedy,  for  1  have  hitherto  received  no  benefit 
from  medical  advice.  Since  November  it  has  been 
daily  increasing,  so  that  I  am  now  almost  past 
walking  across  my  cabin  ;  and,  as  it  is  attributed  to 
my  long  service  in  a  ship,  I  have  little  hope  of 
amendment  until  I  can  land.”  Three  days  after 
writing  this  letter  he  moored  in  the  harbour  of 
Port  Mahon,  in  a  state  of  great  suffering  and  debi¬ 
lity.  As  government  after  government  seemed  de¬ 
termined  not  to  relieve  him,  his  friends  in  the  fleet 
had  repeatedly  urged  him  to  surrender  his  com¬ 
mand,  and  to  seek  in  England,  with  his  affectionate 
wife  and  daughters,  that  rest  and  comfort  which 
had  long  been  so  necessary  to  bis  declining  health  ; 
but  he  had  always  replied  that  he  thought  it  his 
duty  not  to  quit  the  post  which  had  been  assigned 
to  him,  until  he  should  be  duly  relieved  by  orders 
from  the  admiralty — that  his  life  was  his  country’s 
in  whatever  way  it  might  be  required  of  him.  Now, 
however,  on  the  3rd  of  March,  he  surrendered  his 
command  to  Rear-Admiral  Martin,  who  had  given 
so  good  an  account  of  M.  Baudin’s  squadron;  and 
orders  were  given  for  instantly  preparing  his  old 
ship,  the  ‘Ville  de  Pari.s,’  for  the  voyage  home. 
There  was  no  time  to  lose,  for  his  life  was  ebbing 
fast  away.  Two  days  were  spent  in  unsuccessful 
attempts  to  warp  the  ship  out  of  Port  Alahon  ;  but 
on  the  6th  the  wind  came  round  to  a  favourable 
quarter,  and  at  sunset,  the  ‘Ville  de  Paris’  cleared 
the  harbour,  and  made  sail  for  England,  the  sailors 
wondering  whether  “  good  old  Col  ”  would  live  to 
get  there.  When  he  found  that  he  was  again  at 
sea,  he  rallied  fur  a  moment,  and  said,  “  Then  I 
may  yet  live  to  meet  the  French  once  more.”  The 
next  morning  there  was  a  considerable  swell,  and 
Captain  Thomas,  on  entering  his  cabin,  said  that 
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he  feared  that  the  motion  of  the  vessel  disturbed 
him.  “  No,  Thomas,”  replied  the  veteran,  “  I  am 
now  ivi  a  state  in  whieh  nothing  in  this  world  can 
disturb  me  more— I  am  dying.”  He  e.vpired  that 


[Book  III. 

evening  without  a  struggle,  having  attained  the  age 
of  fifty-nine  years  and  si.\  months.*  The  death  of 
Nelson  was  not  more  honourable,  and  scarcely  more 
truly  glorious. 


■  MoNtlHENT  TO  LoRD  CoLLI.N'OWOOn. 


Long  before  the  sortie  from  Toulon,  great  efforts 
had  been  made  by  the  French  to  get  their  Brest 
fleet  in  order,  and  to  expedite  squadrons  from  La 
Rochelle.  In  the  month  of  March,  nine  or  ten 
sail  of  the  line  and  other  vessels — a  portion  of  the 
Brest  fleet — were  discovered  in  Basque  Roads,  lying 
between  ITle  d’Aix  and  the  town  of  Rochelle.  Ad¬ 
miral  Lord  Gambler  appears  to  have  been  the  first 
officer  on  the  station  to  propose  making  an  attack  on 
these  ships  by  means  of  fire-ships.  In  a  letter  to 
the  admiralty,  dated  the  11th  of  March,  the  admiral 
says, — “  The  enemy’s  ships  lie  very  much  exposed 
to  the  operation  of  fire-ships  :  it  is  a  horrible  mode 
of  warfare,  and  the  attempt  very  hazardous,  if  not 
desperate ;  but  we  shoidd  have  plenty  of  volunteers 
for  the  serviee.”t  The  admiralty,  however,  had 
anticipated  Lord  Gambler,  and,  guided  by  a  report 
by  Captain  R.  G.  Keats,  nearly  two  years  ago, 
that  board  had  ordered  a  number  of  fire-sbips  to 
be  prepared,  and  had  directed  Mr.  Congreve  to  get 
ready  to  proceed  in  a  transport  with  a  supply  of 
his  famous  rockets,  and  of  men  skilled  in  the  ma¬ 
nagement  of  them.  On  the  very  day  on  which  the 
lioard  issued  these  orders.  Lord  Gambier’s  letter  of 
the  11th  of  March  reached  the  admiralty,  and 
Captain  Lord  Cochrane,  with  his  frigate  from 
the  Mediterranean,  reached  Plymouth.  About  an 
hour  after  Cochrane’s  frigate  had  dropped  anchor, 
her  captain,  by  telegraph  from  the  admiralty,  was  | 
ordered  to  attend  the  board,  as  Lord  Cochrane  was 
well  acquainted  with  the  Bastpie  Roads  and  that  part 
of  the  French  coast.  Cochrane  was  decidedly  of 

t  Mmutp.s  of  a  court  martial  on  the  lU.  IIoii.  James  Lord  Gaml-ier, 
Ailniiral  of  the  Blue,  i;:c. 


opinion  that  the  attempt  by  fire-ships  would  suc¬ 
ceed.  Lord  Mulgrave,  the  first  lord  of  the  admiralty, 
then  asked  him  if  he  would  undertake  to  execute 
the  plan  ?  At  first  Cochrane  declined,  pleading 
the  jealousy  w'hich  his  sudden  appointment  might 
excite  in  his  brother  officers  serving  on  that  station  ; 
but  upon  a  subsequent  interview  he  yielded  to 
Lord  Mulgrave’s  representations.  On  the  19th  of 
March,  before  Cochrane  had  been  consulted,  or 
before  he  had  consented  to  take  the  command  of 
the  fire-ships,  the  admiralty  wrote  to  Lord  Gambier 
acquainting  him  with  their  preparations  of  rockets, 
fire-ships,  &c.,  and  telling  him  that  all  these  pre¬ 
parations  W'ere  making  with  a  view  to  enable  his 
lordship  to  make  the  attack:  but  they  left  it  dis¬ 
cretional  with  Lord  Gambier  to  make  the  attack 
cither  conjointly  with  his  line-of-battle  ships,  fri¬ 
gates,  and  small  craft,  fire-ships,  bombs,  rockets, 
or  separately  by  any  of  the  above  means.  On  the 
2.5th  the  admiralty  addressed  another  letter  to 
Lord  Gambier,  acquainting  him  that  they  had 
thought  fit  to  select  Lord  Cochrane  to  conduct  the 
fire-sliips,  but  under  his  (Lord  G.’s)  directions. 
Cochrane,  who  took  this  letter,  and  who  sailed  w'ith 
his  frigate  forthwith,  reached  the  Bastpie  Roads 
and  presented  himself  and  the  aeffiiiralty  letter  to 

*  A  Selection  from  the  Public  and  Private  Ccirrospondencc  of  Vice- 
Admiral  Lord  Cfdlinjjwuod :  interspciMMl  witli  Memoirs  of  Itis  Life, 
])y  (L  L.  Newnham  CoHin^'wood,  Lstj.,  F.US. 

'I’his  admirable  liook,  like  Southev‘s  Lite  of  Nelson,  and  Sir  John 
Barrow’s  Li^es  of  Lord  Anson  and  (itud  Howe,  oulBU  to  be  put  into 
tlie  liands  of  all  youni'  sailors,  'riie  admiralty  {m;(ht  to  cause  cheap 
co])ies  of  these  witrks  to  be  piinted  anti  di.Ntribulcd  throujjhout  the 
navy.  A  ^ood  profjress  has  been  recciitly  made,  and  is  now  making, 
in  pt>tabUshingUl»raries  for  our  n'-n-commUsioned  oilieers  and  soliUers. 
We  trust  that  the  warrant  oflicers  and  sailors  of  the  royal  navy  will 
neilhiT  be  torgotlen  nor  left  behind. 
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Gambler  on  the  3rd  of  April.  As  there  was  a  de¬ 
lay  in  the  arrival  of  some  of  the  fire-ships  from 
England,  Lord  Gambier  ordered  eight  large  trans¬ 
ports  that  were  with  him  to  be  fitted  up  as  explo¬ 
sion  vessels.  Three  or  four  other  fire-ships  were 
also  equipped  on  the  spot  under  the  immediate  in¬ 
spection  of  Lord  Cochrane.  By  the  10th  of  April 
thirteen  or  fourteen  of  the  fire-ships,  and  the  ship 
with  the  congreve-rockets  and  the  inventor  of 
those  missiles,  had  joined  the  fleet.  On  the  11th, 
early  in  the  morniny,  Lord  Gambler’s  frigates  and 
small  vessels  moved  forward  to  cover  and  support 
the  attack ;  and  the  ships  of  the  line  approached 
as  near  as  they  safely  could  with  proper  reference 
to  the  rocks  and  shoals,  which  would  prevent  their 
manoeuvring.  The  attack  was  not  to  be  made 
until  dark  night ;  but  there  were  probably  good 
reasons  for  making  this  demonstration  and  ap¬ 
proach  by  daylight,  for  the  navigation  was  difficult. 
But  we  can  discover  no  excuse  for  the  ignorance 
of  the  whole  fleet  (not  excepting  Lord  Cochrane, 
who  ought  to  have  discovered  the  existence  of  that 
bar,  or  who  ought  at  least  to  have  conjectured  its 
existence,  seeing  that  Nelson  had  encountered  the 
same  impediment  in  his  attack  on  the  flotilla  at 
Boulogne,  and  that  such  a  means  of  defence  had 
often  been  employed  before,  and  was  of  very  ancient 
origin)  as  to  the  existence  of  a  strong  boom  in 
front  of  the  French  ships.  These  ships  were  dis¬ 
posed  in  a  treble  line,  in  a  narrow  passage;  and 
they  were  protected  hy  some  tremendous  land  bat¬ 
teries,  mounting  long  36-pounders.  The  boom 
was  no  ordinary  boom  :  it  was  half  a  mile  long, 
extending  along  the  whole  front  of  the  foremost 
line,  or  right  across  the  channel  w'hich  leads  from 
Basque  to  Aix  Road :  it  was  composed  of  enor¬ 
mous  cables  secured  by  the  heaviest  anchors  that 
had  yet  been  made,  and  floated  by  buoys.  The 
island  of  Aix,  which  in  a  manner  commanded  the 
approach,  had  2000  land  troops,  mostly  conscripts, 
and  a  number  of  French  gun-boats  and  other  row¬ 
boats  were  collected  at  Aix  and  La  Rochelle  to 
run  in  front  of  or  behind  the  boom.  When  the 
hour  arrived  Lord  Cochrane  embarked  in  one  of 
the  fire-ships;  and  at  about  nine  o’clock,  in  an 
uncommonly  dark  night,  these  explosion  vessels 
moved  towards  the  enemy,  propelled  by  a  wind 
which  was  favourable,  but  too  fresh  to  allow  of 
the  fire-ships  being  chained  together  in  divisions 
of  three  or  four  each,  as  had  been  intended.  Each 
fire-ship  was  therefore  left  to  act  an  independent 
part.  The  commanders  of  some  of  them  set  fire 
to  their  fusees  a  great  deal  too  soon,  and  they  ex¬ 
ploded  at  too  great  a  distance  to  do  any  mischief. 
Two  or  three  others  of  the  fire-ships  were  stopped 
by  the  floating  boom,  the  existence  of  which  it 
should  appear  that  not  one  of  them  suspected ; 
and,  as  the  foremost  of  the  French  ships  were  300 
or  400  feet  within  the  boom,  these  explosions  did 
them  no  harm.  But  the  ‘  Mediator,’ the  largest 
and  most  efficient  of  these  combustible  craft,  com¬ 
manded  by  Captain  Woolridge,  Avho  best  under¬ 
stood  this  sort  of  service,  broke  the  boom,  and 
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thus  afforded  a  clear  passage  not  only  to  herself 
but  to  the  other  fire-ships  behind  her.  As  these 
floating  “  machines  infernales”  advanced  in  a 
blaze,  all  the  French  ships,  a  little  sooner  or  a 
little  later,  cut  their  cables,  and  most  of  them  ran 
ashore.  Though  two  or  three  of  them  were 
grappled,  not  one  of  them  was  blown  up  by  our  fire¬ 
ships,  whose  explosions  resembled  an  eruption  of 
Etna  or  Hecla.  In  one  single  fire-ship  1500 
barrels  of  gunpowder  were  ignited,  and  confined 
and  crammed  on  the  top  of  all  this  gunpowder 
were  300  or  400  shells  charged  wdth  fusees,  and 
3000  or  4000  hand-grenades.  Yet  the  'noise  and 
blaze  and  the  panic-terror  they  raised  were  in¬ 
finitely  greater  than  the  destruction  they  imme¬ 
diately  caused.  When  the  blaze  was  over,  and 
the  darkness  of  night  restored.  Lord  Cochrane 
(he  had  exploded  his  own  fire-ship  too  soon) 
remained  at  a  distance  from  the  rocks  and  shoals, 
scarcely  knowfing  what  had  been  done  or  what 
was  best  to  do  next.  The  return  of  day  showed 
seven  French  ships  aground,  and  little  able  to 
make  any  resistance.  He  thought  they  might  all 
be  destroyed  as  they  lay.  and  he  signalised  Lord 
Gambier  accordingly.  But  the  wind  was  blowing 
hard  upon  the  coast,  and  Gambier,  a  cautious  man, 
dreading  that  lee-shore,  and  those  shallow  fortress- 
bound  waters,  declined  sending  in  any  more  ves¬ 
sels.  Perhaps  the  admiral  did  not  like  the  way  in 
which  Cochrane  was  making  his  signals  to  him, 
and  was  calling  upon  him  to  do  this  thing  or  that 
as  though  he  (Cochrane)  had  been  commander-in¬ 
chief  ;  and  it  is  certain  that  Cochrane’s  most  un¬ 
expected  appointment  had  created  a  deal  of 
jealousy  among  the  captains  in  the  fleet.  At  about 
six  o’clock  on  the  morning  of  the  12th  Cochrane 
signalised  that  seven  of  the  enemy’s  ships  were  on 
shore  and  might  be  destroyed.  Shortly  after, 
when  he  could  see  more  clearly,  he  made  signal 
that  all  their  ships  were  on  shore  except  two,  and 
might  be  destroyed  by  only  a  part  of  Lord  Gam- 
bier’s  ships.  But  Lord  Gambier  made  no  signal 
to  weigh  until  three  hours  later;  and  then  he 
suspended  that  signal  by  making  another  calling 
all  captains  on  board  his  flag-ship.  Other  delajs 
occurred  which  Lord  Gambier  explained  to  the 
satisfaction  of  his  friends  and  of  the  court  of  ad¬ 
mirals  who  afterwards  examined  his  conduct,  but 
not  to  the  satisfaction  of  Lord  Cochrane  or  to  that 
of  the  generality  of  the  English  public.  In  the 
meanwhile  the  tide  began  to  rise,  and  some  of  the 
French  ships,  getting  afloat,  made  for  the  Cha- 
rante  river.  The  end  of  the  affair,  the  result  of 
various  operations  which  cannot  possibly  be  ex¬ 
plained  without  long  details  for  the  most  part  of  a 
very  technical  nature,  was,  that,  entirely  through 
the  exertions  of  Cochrane,  four  of  the  French  ships 
which  could  not  get  afloat  struck,  and  were  set  fire 
to  and  destroyed ;  and  the  rest  escaped  up  the 
Charante,  though  all  very  much  injured  and  with 
crews  completely  disheartened.  The  French  offi¬ 
cers  themselves  confessed  that  this  had  been  a  most 
unfortunate  affair ;  that  the  greater  part  of  their 
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crews  were  completely  dispirited ;  that  every  day 
they  were  lamenting  their  situation  and  speaking 
in  praise  of  the  enemy:  and  tliat  this  was  the 
greatest  injury  the  English  had  done. 

Lord  Cochrane  on  his  return  to  England  re¬ 
ceived  the  honour  of  the  red  riband  of  the  Bath. 
After,  and  not  before,  receiving  this  distinction  he 
told  the  first  lord  of  the  admiralty,  that  he  should 
in  his  place  in  ])arliament  oppose  any  vote  of  thanks 
to  Lord  Ganibier.  Upon  hearing  this  and  other 
and  much  louder  expressions  of  dissatisfaction, 
Gambier  demanded  a  court-martial.  This  court, 
composed  of  admirals  Sir  Roger  Curtiss  and  Wil¬ 
liam  Young;  vice-admirals  Sir  John  T.  Duckworth, 
Sir  Henry  E.  Stanhope,  Billy  Douglas,  and 
George  Campbell ;  rear-admiral  John  Sutton,  and 
four  post  captains,  gave  sentence,  that  Admiral 
Lord  Gambier  had  acted  with  zeal,  judgment,  abi¬ 
lity,  and  an  anxious  attention  to  the  welfare  of  his 
majesty’s  service,  and  that  he  was  most  honour¬ 
ably  acquitted  of  all  charges.  Cochrane’s  friends 
alleged  that  there  were  strong  prejudices  against 
him  and  strong  partialities  for  his  superior  officer  : 
the  opposition  party,  with  their  newspapers  and 
other  organs,  rvarmly  espoused  the  cause  of  Coch¬ 
rane,  who,  inclined  to  the  party  before,  now  be¬ 
came  a  hot  partisan,  a  radical  reformer,  and  a 
systematic  or  constant  opponent  of  the  govern¬ 
ment.* 

When  Bonaparte  returned  so  hastily  from  the 
mountains  of  Galicia  to  the  good  city  of  Paris,  in 
alarm  at  the  demonstrations  making  by  Austria, 
he  set  on  foot  negotiations  with  the  court  of  Vienna 
rather  in  order  to  gain  two  or  three  months’  time 
for  his  own  military  preparations  than  with  the 
hope  or  the  wish  of  averting  the  storm.  He  fan¬ 
cied  that  the  ill  success  of  Sir  John  Moore  would 
prevent  the  English  government  from  sending  any 
other  army  into  Spain  ; — of  the  Spanish  armies  left 
to  themselves  he  could  entertain  no  apprehension ; 

■ — and,  while  his  marshals  were  finishing  the  war  in 
that  country,  he  confidently  expected  to  be  able  to 
crush  the  Emperor  Francis,  who  had  no  assistance 
to  expect  from  Russia,  or  from  Prussia,  or  from 
any  of  the  German  states,  or  from  any  of  the 
powers  of  the  North.  He  would  make  no  con¬ 
cession,  he  would  not  even  enter  into  expla¬ 
nations  ;  and  therefore,  at  the  end  of  March, 
Francis  declared  war,  and  issued  a  manifesto  re¬ 
capitulating  the  various  provocations  which  Austria 
had  endured  since  the  peace  of  Presburg.  Austria 
had  made  astonishing  exertions  to  recruit  her 
armies  to  the  number  of  nearly  300,000  men; 
hut  the  mass  of  these  troops  had  not  had  time 
to  attain  to  any  perfection  of  discipline,  and  again 
the  armies  were  too  much  divided  and  subdi¬ 
vided,  the  Em])cror  Francis  aiming  not  merely 
at  a  defensive  war  and  the  recovery  of  the  Tyrol, 
Avhich  Bonaparte  had  given  to  the  king  of  Bavaria, 

•  For  llio  nffiiir  of  the  liiisrpio  Ro.kIs,  tlic  cniirt-marUiU  on  Lord 
(:.im\]icr,  .Vc.,  the  roader  may  consult  Uie  naval  histories  of  Caiitain 
ISrcnton  and  Mr.  .lames,  and  the  Edinlirir-h  Aminal  Ueeister  for 
isna,  which  contains  a  very  full  account  written,  or  ret  ised,  hy 
Southey, 
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hut  also  at  the  recovery  of  Lombardy,  and  all  those 
rich  transalpine  states  v/hich  norv  constituted  the 
Gallic-ltalian  kingdom,  and  at  conquests  in  Poland 
to  be  made  at  the  expense  of  the  grand  duchy  of 
Warsaw  which  Bonaparte  had  set  up.  While  one 
great  army  under  the  Archduke  Charles  marched 
tOAvards  the  river  Inn  and  the  fatal  fortress  of  Ulm, 
another  large  army  under  the  Archduke  John  (who 
intended  to  co-operate  at  a  favourable  moment  Avith 
his  brother  Charles  through  the  piasses  of  the 
Tyrol)  AA'as  set  in  motion  toAvards  Upper  Italy,  and 
a  third  army  under  the  Archduke  Ferdinand  was 
sent  into  Poland.  Each  of  these  three  armies 
began  admirably  Avell ;  but  only  to  end  lamentably. 
On  the  9th  of  April  the  Archduke  Charles  crossed 
the  Inn,  and  presently  occupied  BaA'aria  and 
communicated  with  the  Tyrol,  in  Avhich  latter 
country  the  brave,  loyal,  and  patriotic  inhabitants — • 
chiefly  mountaineers  and  peasants — had  risen  upon 
the  French  and  Bavarian  troops  and  had  driven 
them  out.  On  the  10th  of  April  the  Archduke 
John,  Avith  his  army  full  of  spirit  and  of  hope,  de¬ 
scended  from  the  Alps  into  Italy,  driving  the 
French  and  Italian  troops  of  the  viceroy  Eugene 
Beauharnais  before  him,  and  steadily  advancing 
to  the  Tagliamento,  capturing  all  the  open  towms 
and  laying  siege  to  the  fortresses  of  Osopo  and 
Palmanova.  In  Poland  the  Archduke  Ferdinand 
defeated  Bonaparte’s  satellite,  PoniatOAvski,  and 
marched  as  a  conqueror  into  the  city  of  Warsaw. 
In  the  meanAvhile,  Bonaparte  had  collected  an 
immense  but  compact  army  on  the  Rhine,  consist¬ 
ing  of  French,  Italians,  Poles,  Bavarians,  Wur- 
tembiirgers,  Saxons,'  and  of  all  the  contingents  of 
the  Rhenish  confederation.  He  counted  Avith  con¬ 
fidence  on  the  rapidity  of  his  movements,  and  on 
the  very  imperfect  condition  of  discipline  among 
the  majority  of  the  troops  in  the  ranks  of  his  old 
opponent  the  Archduke  Charles.  “  Six  thousand 
of  our  people,”  said  he,  “ought  to  attack  and  beat 
12,000  or  15,000  of  that  mob,  ceife  canaille-la.^’’* 
On  the  20th  of  April  he  defeated  the  archduke’s 
advanced  guard  at  Ahensberg;  on  the  23rd  he 
escaladed  the  Avails  and  took  the  city  of  Ratisbon, 
on  which  occasion  he  Avas  slightly  Avounded  in  the 
foot  by  a  spent  musket-ball.  He  then  advanced 
still  more  rapidly,  separating  the  Austrian  divi¬ 
sions  from  one  another,  and,  by  one  of  his  most 
skilful  or  quickest  manauivres  (Avhich  the  Aus¬ 
trians  ought  to  have  understood  by  this  time,  and 
so  have  been  ])rovided  against),  he  completely  dis¬ 
located  and  broke  the  Archduke’s  line.  Risking  a 
battle  at  Eckmuhl  under  very  disadvantageous  cir¬ 
cumstances,  Charles  Avas  thoroughly  defeated,  lost 
a  great  part  of  his  artillery,  ammunition,  and  bag¬ 
gage,  and  is  said  to  have  oAved  his  OAvn  escape  to 
the  speed  of  his  horse.  The  archduke  retired  into 
Bohemia,  leaving  the  road  to  Ahenua  open  to  the 
French,  Avho  entered  it  in  triumph  on  the  morning 
of  the  13th  of  Ma)',  after  a  mere  sIioav  of  resistance 
Avhich  lasted  only  three  or  four  days.  The  garrison, 
15,000  strong,  the  court,  the  nobility,  had  all  fled 
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from  the  place  before  it  capitulated ;  but  there 
remained  there  one  princess  of  the  house  of  Austria, 
the  Archduchess  Maria  Louisa,  whom  sickness  had 
retained  in  the  palace  of  her  flithers.  [A  notion, 
however,  prevailed  at  the  time  and  afterwards, 
that  the  archduchess’s  malady  was  in  good  part  a 
fiction.]  The  conqueror  caused  the  archduchess 
to  be  treated  with  all  respect  and  reverence ;  but 
at  the  same  time  he  acted  as  sovereign  and  master 
in  her  father’s  capital.  In  conformity  with  the 
system  which  we  have  ventured  to  condemn, 
when  recommended  and  upheld  by  English  writers, 
but  which  w'as  certainly  well  suited  to  his  purposes 
and  modes  of  making  war,  he  declared  not  only 
that  no  popular  insurgents,  but  also  that  no  militia, 
had  any  right  to  take  any  part  in  the  hostilities,  or 
to  make  any  effort  against  the  invaders  of  their 
country.  On  the  14th  of  May  he  issued  a  decree 
commanding  the  immediate  dissolution  of  the 
Landwehr,  and  threatening  with  the  severest  punish¬ 
ments  all  such  men  as  should  not  lay  by  their  arms 
and  return  quietly  to  their  homes  within  a  fort¬ 
night. 

The  Archduke  Charles  now  collected  his  army 
on  the  left  bank  of  the  Danube,  only  a  few'  miles 
below  Vienna.  Having  constructed  some  bridges, 
Bonaparte  crossed  the  river  and  attacked  the  arch¬ 
duke.  The  great  battle  of  Aspern,  which  was  begun 
on  the  21st  of  May,  was  one  of  the  most  memorable 
that  took  place  in  the  whole  course  of  these  long 
or  often-renew’ed  wars.  When  night  closed  on  the 
field  of  carnage  the  combat  was  undecided  ;  but 
the  loss  of  Bonaparte  was  far  greater  than  that  of 
the  archduke,  who  had  been  reinforced  by  some 
Austrian  and  Hungarian  veterans,  and  who  dis¬ 
played  throughout  the  day  both  an  unflinching 
courage  and  excellent  generalship.  The  battle  was 
renewed  early  on  the  following  day,  and  was  raging 
with  fury  on  both  sides,  when  Bonaparte  was  in¬ 
formed  that  the  bridges  in  his  rear,  which  he  had 
constructed  to  keep  up  his  communications  with 
the  right  bank  of  the  Danube,  had  been  carried 
aw'ay  by  a  flood.  Upon  this  he  ordered  a  retreat, 
and  withdrew,  not  without  some  confusion,  into  the 
island  of  Lobau,  in  the  middle  of  the  Danube,  and 
cut  away  the  bridge  which  joined  the  island  to  the 
left  bank  of  the  river.  The  loss  of  the  French  in 
killed  and  wounded  was  very  great  :  Marshal 
Lannes,  duke  of  Montebello,  finished  his  earthly 
career  at  Aspern ;  Generals  Espagne  and  Saint- 
Hilaire  were  also  among  the  slain ;  and  an  immense 
number  of  field-ofScers  perished  on  the  field  or  died 
of  their  wounds  on  the  isle  of  Lobau.  The  visible 
discouragement  of  the  men  was  good  evidence  that 
Aspern  had  in  fact  been  a  defeat  to  the  French. 
It  is  true  that  at  this  juncture  the  Emperor  Alexan¬ 
der  had  declared  war  against  the  Emperor  Francis, 
and  had  raised  his  army  in  Russian  Poland  to 
50,000  men ;  but  these  Russians  seemed  to  satisfy 
themselves  with  merely  observing  the  Austrian 
army  under  Archduke  John,  and  the  Polish  army 
(of  which  the  czar  was  much  more  apprehensive) 
under  Prince  Poniatowski ;  and  they  certainly  ab¬ 


stained  from  taking  any  active  part  whatever  in 
this  campaign.  But,  on  the  other  side,  while  Bo¬ 
naparte  and  the  mass  of  his  Grand  Army  were 
cooped  up  and  miserably  huddled  together  on  an 
island  in  the  Danube,  popular  patriotic  insurrec¬ 
tions  of  a  formidable  character  were  breaking  out 
in  his  rear,  and  even  in  regions  contiguous  to  the 
Rhine  and  the  frontiers  of  France  :  the  gallant 
Major  Schill,  the  best  of  partisan  leaders,  had 
raised  the  standard  of  liberty  and  independence  in 
the  North  of  Germany ;  the  inept  Jerome  Bona¬ 
parte,  king  of  Westphalia,  was  compelled  to  fly 
from  his  capital ;  the  chivalrous  Duke  of  Bruns¬ 
wick,  the  avenger  of  his  old  father,  threw  himself 
into  Bohemia  with  his  Black  Hussars  ;  and  one  of 
the  princes  of  Hesse,  and  other  men  of  ancient  and 
honoured  names,  followed  these  examples,  and  pro¬ 
pagated  and  most  bravely  fought  for  the  reviving 
Germanic  feeling.  All  Germany  learned  for  the 
first  time  these  ten  years  that  Bonaparte  had  been 
vanquished  and  compelled  to  fall  back.  The  new  s 
gave  heart  and  hope  to  all  that  were  enemies  to  the 
French  and  friends  to  their  own  country  ;  the  fer¬ 
mentation  of  the  Germanic  populations  became 
general;  and  those  governments  and  princes  that 
had  attached  themselves  to  the  fortunes  of  the 
Corsican  Emperor  of  the  French  must  have  been 
broken  up  and  sw'ept  out  of  the  country  if  this 
true  Germanic  feeling  in  the  people  had  been 
allowed  a  little  more  time,  and  had  received  pro¬ 
per  encouragement  from  bold  and  decisive  opera¬ 
tions  on  the  part  of  the  armies  of  the  Emperor  of 
Austria.  It  was  with  difficulty  that  Bonaparte’s 
submissive  ally,  the  King  of  Saxony  and  Grand 
Duke  of  Warsaw,  could  restrain  the  sympathies  of 
his  German  subjects ;  and  in  Prussia,  notwith¬ 
standing  the  fear  and  awe  of  the  government,  the 
j)eople  seemed  almost  everywhere  on  tiptoe,  in¬ 
flamed  with  the  desire  of  avenging  the  disgraces 
of  Jena,  the  humiliations  of  their  king,  and  the 
wrongs  of  their  graceful,  high-spirited,  and  broken¬ 
hearted  queen.  Major  Schill  himself  was  a  subject 
of  his  Prussian  majesty,  and  he  had  marched  off 
from  Berlin  with  his  regiment  of  hussars  and  a 
few  hundred  Prussian  infantry, — brave  men,  who 
would  risk  the  death  of  soldiers  on  the  field  of 
battle,  or  the  hanging  and  fusilading  of  the  French, 
who  chose  to  consider  and  to  treat  them  and  all 
such  patriot  bands  as  banditti  and  brigands,  rather 
than  witness  any  longer  the  slavery  of  their  country 
and  the  opprobrium  of  the  whole  Teutonic  family. 
The  retreat  from  Bavaria  of  the  Archduke  Charles 
had  not  damped  the  spirit  of  the  resolute  Tyrolese, 
w'ho  were  in  arms  almost  to  a  man,  making  a  noble 
stand  against  another  united  army  of  French  and 
Bavarians.  At  the  beginning  of  June  bands,  more 
or  less  considerable,  issued  from  the  mountains  of 
Bohemia,  and  penetrated  into  Saxony,  Franconia, 
Hesse,  Hanover,  and  others  of  the  circles  of  the 
old  empire,  exciting  the  populations  to  rise,  launch¬ 
ing  proclamations,  and  gathering  many  jiartisans  : 
their  cry  was,  “  Arm  to  defend  your  liberties 
Arm  for  the  deliverance  and  the  liberties  ol 
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Europe!”  It  was  hard  for  French  generals  to 
get  native  German  troops  (and  they  had  few  but 
German  corps  under  their  command)  to  fight 
against  the  German  patriots.*  Tlie  King  of 
Wurtemburg  was  reduced  to  almost  as  sad  straits 
as  his  brother-in-law  Jerome,  King  of  Westphalia. 
This  popular  enthusiasm  and  insurrection  might 
not  have  sufficed  in  itself  to  break  the  iron  sceptre 
of  Bonaparte  ;  but,  with  a  little  time  and  encourage¬ 
ment,  the  partisan  bands  might  have  been  well 
organised  and  disciplined,  the  regular  armies  of 
the  confederation  of  the  Rhine  and  the  other 
veteran  German  troops  that  were  unwillingly  fol¬ 
lowing  the  standard  of  the  Emperor  of  the  French 
would  have  deserted  from  him  as  they  did  a  few 
years  later,  and  an  ocean  of  blood  might  have  been 
spared  humanity.  But,  after  his  exploits  on  the 
field  of  Aspern,  a  torpor  or  a  stupefaction  appears 
to  have  fallen  upon  the  Archduke  Charles.  In  part, 
this  might  be  accounted  for  by  the  reverses  which 
were  following  the  first  successes  of  the  Archduke 
John  in  Italy,  and  of  the  Archduke  Ferdinand  in 
Poland  ;  but  there  certainly  must  have  been  some 
other  cause,  or  causes,  more  secret  and  more  power¬ 
ful  to  produce  this  long  inaction.  Treachery  and 
treason  of  the  darkest  kind  have  been  suspected, 
not  in  the  Archduke  Charles,  who  was  one  of  the 
most  honourable  of  men,  but  in  inferior  generals, 
and  among  the  members  of  the  government  and  the 
Aulic  Council,  which  always  directed  the  war, 
whether  near  or  distant,  and  which  never,  since  the 
beginning  of  the  French  Revolution,  had  directed 
it  aright.  For  six  whole  weeks  Bonaparte’s  army 
was  allowed  to  remain  undisturbed  in  the  isle  of 
Lobau.  During  this  long  interval  it  was  reinforced 
by  the  arrival  of  the  corps  of  Marshal  Davoust ; 
strong  redoubts  and  batteries  were  raised  on  the 
island;  new  bridges  were  prepared ;  every  possible 
advantage  was  taken  of  the  abundant  resources 
oflfered  by  the  city  of  Vienna ;  and  Eugene  Beau- 
harnais  with  the  army  of  Italy,  and  Marmont  with 
the  army  of  Dalmatia,  after  the  retreat  of  the  Arch¬ 
duke  John,  and  by  a  succession  of  rapid  and  bril¬ 
liant  marches,  gave  the  hand  to  their  emperor  and 
his  Grand  Army.  When  all  these  advantages  had 
been  procured,  Bonaparte,  with  a  great  superiority 
of  force,  determined  to  try  his  fortune  again  on  the 
left  bank  of  the  Danube.  The  Archduke  Charles 
had  fortified  that  bank,  had  erected  batteries  to 
prevent  the  passage  of  the  French  from  the  isle  of 
Lobau,  and  had  thrown  up  other  batteries  and  re¬ 
doubts  at  Aspern,  Essling,  and  other  points  :  but 
the  Archduke  John,  who  had  effected  his  retreat 
from  Italy  into  Hungary,  was  not  brought  up  to 
the  scene  of  action,  nur  did  the  Archduke  Ferdi¬ 
nand  quit  Poland  and  march  to  the  succour  of  his 
brother,  until  it  was  all  too  late.  The  Austrians, 
too,  ap[)ear  to  have  conceived  that  the  French 

•  ITie  bravo  Duke  of  Brnnswick  said,  in  ouo  of  bis  proclamations, 
'*  Gormans!  would  you  .‘«hed  your  blood  for  foroiKuors,  for  iMouch- 
mi'U?  Your  brothers,  a^uiinst  whom  they  are  makiiij,'  you  mareh,  are 
<*omin:(  only  to  break  your  cluiins.  Uise,  Tlessiaiu!  Rise,  Prussians, 
Hruuswiekers.  I  laiiuveriaus  !  Unite  to;(elher  to  wipe  out  llie  shame 
of  (iermauy,  and  to  punish  her  oppressors  I  The  moment  of  deliver- 
unee  is  at  hand  P’ 
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could  only  effect  their  passage  at  the  identical 
point  where  they  had  made  it  before,  so  that  all 
their  works  were  made  merely  to  face  the  isle  of 
Lobau.  On  the  night  of  the  4th  of  July  Bona¬ 
parte  opened  a  tremendous  fire  from  his  batteries 
on  Lobau  ;  and,  while  the  dull  Austrians  were  re¬ 
plying  to  it,  the  French  went  silently  over  to  another 
islet  a  little  lower  down  the  river,  established  six 
bridges,  and  began  to  glide  over  to  the  left  bank. 
By  the  morning  of  the  5th  Bonaparte  and  the  mass 
of  his  army  were  well  established  on  that  bank, 
and  on  the  flank  of  all  the  archduke’s  positions, 
which  were  thus  in  a  manner  rendered  useless.  It 
should  appear  that  the  Austrian  army  knew  nothing 
of  this  manoeuvre  until  it  was  all  but  completed. 
The  Archduke  Charles  retired  obliquely  upon 
Wagram,  a  few' miles  behind  Aspem,  fighting  hard 
as  he  went  at  Enzersdorf,  at  Essling,  and  at  one  or 
tw'o  other  points,  and  removing  his  artillery  from 
his  now  useless  works.  Towards  evening  Bona¬ 
parte  attempted  to  finish  the  affair  by  attacking 
the  Austrian  centre.  He  began  by  a  concen¬ 
trated  murderous  fire  of  artillery,  the  number 
of  his  guns  being  now  increased  to  a  greater 
disproportion  than  ever,  and  nearly  every  gun 
being  loaded  with  grape-shot.  But  the  Aus¬ 
trian  veterans  were  not  to  be  broken  ;  the 
centre  stood  like  a  wall,  replying  with  a  less 
numerous  but  well-served  artillery ;  in  some 
charges  made  on  the  wings  of  the  archduke’s  army 
and  on  other  parts  of  his  line  the  French  were 
repulsed  with  great  loss  ;  the  Saxons  and  other 
German  troops  commanded  by  Bernadotte  showed 
symptoms  of  uneasiness  and  insubordination — a 
feather  thrown  into  the  scale  of  the  indecision  of 
these  Germans  would  have  made  them  march  over 
to  the  archduke  as  they  marched  over  to  the  grand 
allied  army  on  the  field  of  Leipsic  in  the  year 
1813; — finally,  some  of  the  e/ile  of  the  native 
French  troops  fell  into  confusion,  which  was  in¬ 
creased  by  the  darkness  of  night.  About  an  hour 
before  midnight  the  firing  of  the  artillery  ceased, 
and  Bonaparte  was  again  compelled  to  confess  in¬ 
wardly  that  he  had  been  worsted.  When  he 
complained  to  Bernadotte,  with  whom  he  was  per¬ 
petually  (juarrelling,  of  the  conduct  of  the  Saxons 
and  of  the  general  ill  success  of  the  day,  the  mar¬ 
shal  rejdied,  “Sire,  we  have  no  longer  such  troops 
as  those  we  brought  from  the  camp  of  Boulogne 
in  180G1”  The  best  of  the  French  army  had  in 
fact  been  already  sacrificed.  On  the  morrow, 
however — the  memorable  Gth  of  July — when  the 
Archduke  Charles  drew  up  his  army  in  the  form 
of  a  crescent  on  the  plain  of  Wagram,  and,  re¬ 
suming  the  offensive,  attacked  the  French  with  the 
hope  of  driving  them  back  into  the  Danube,  the 
Austrians  were  defeated,  but  rather  by  superiority 
of  number  and  by  the  immensity  of  the  enemy’s 
artillery  than  by  any  superiority  either  in  bravery 
or  generalship.  The  battle  of  ^Vag•ram  was — or 
at  least  the  decisive  jiart  of  it  was — a  battle  of 
cannons  and  howitzers.  For  some  hours  victory 
seemed  to  sit  upon  the  crest  of  the  brave  Austrian 
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prince.  Bernadotte  was  driven  from  his  position  ; 
Massena  recovered  that  position,  but  could  not 
hold  it;  Eugene  Beauharnais  with  his  army  of 
Italy  was  driven  in  and  almost  routed  ;  columns 
of  Austrians  seemed  gaining  ground  in  every  direc¬ 
tion,  and  at  one  moment  the  French  left  wing  was 
completely  turned,  and  dismay  reigned  in  the 
etat-rnajor,  or  grand  staff,  of  the  Grand  Army.  But 
Marshal  Davoust,  with  an  immense  corps  com¬ 
posed  entirely  of  Frenchmen,  made  an  impression 
on  the  left  wing  of  the  Austrians  ;  and  at  the  cri¬ 
tical  moment  Bonaparte,  who  kept  his  attention 
entirely  fixed  on  Davoust,‘deployed  the  batteries 
of  his  imperial  guards,  ranging  sixty  or  more 
pieces  of  cannon  in  the  first  line  like  infantry,  and 
opening  an  awful  fire  on  the  heads  of  some  ad¬ 
vancing  columns.*  These  attacking  columns 
halted ;  their  weak  artillery  was  soon  silenced ; 
Davoust’s  corps  shouted  victory  ;  and  then  Bona¬ 
parte,  saying  “  The  battle  is  won,”  formed  his 
entire  centre  into  column,  and  with  twenty-one 
battalions  of  infantry  under  Macdonald,  the  two 
divisions  of  Eugene  Beauharnais,  the  cuirassiers 
and  the  light  cavalry  of  the  guard,  with  the  old 
and  the  new  guard,  and  the  noted  grenadiers  d 
cheval,  he  drove  across  the  plain  with  his  con¬ 
densed  mass,  broke  through  the  archduke’s  centre, 
and  reached  Wagram.  Now,  indeed,  the  battle 
was  gained,  but  tremendous  was  the  price  he  had 
paid  for  it :  three  of  his  generals  were  killed, 
twenty-one  of  his  generals  were  wounded,  and  ac¬ 
cording  even  to  French  accounts  6500  men  were 
killed  and  15,000  were  wounded.  The  lying  bul¬ 
letins,  which  could  no  longer  deceive  anybody, 
stated  his  total  loss  at  1500  killed  and  a  few  thou¬ 
sands  wounded ;  but  it  now  appears  from  docu¬ 
ments  found  ill  the  French  war-office  and  in  other 
depositories  that  Bonaparte  had  altogether  about 
33,000  men  put  hors  de  combat  in  the  two  battles 
wdiicli  he  fought  near  Wagram.  The  Austrian 
loss  was  certainly  inferior  to  this ;  on  the  5tli  they 
had  a  decided  advantage ;  on  the  6th  they  were 
for  a  long  time  victorious;  and  even  when  their 
centre  was  broken  their  retreat  was  effected  in  good 
order,  and  there  was  no  pursuit,  the  French  halt¬ 
ing  in  a  state  of  doubt  or  exhaustion  on  the  ground 
they  had  gained.  It  is  a  hot  pursuit  that  swells 
the  number  of  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners. 
They  abandoned  some  of  their  artillery,  but  the 
Austrians  carried  away  with  them  more  prisoners 
than  they  had  themselves  lost.  In  their  own 
official  accounts  the  Austrians  estimated  their  loss 
in  the  field  at  20,000  killed  and  w'ounded,  and  it 
appears  that  their  loss  in  reality  did  not  exceed 
26,000  or  21,000.  Thirteen  Austrian  generals 
were  killed  or  wounded,  and  the  Archduke  Charles 
himself  received  a  slight  hurt  in  repelling  a 

cried  lionaparte,  “must  bo  battered  by 
^Ti  tiUtTV  like  ii  fortress  I”  When  tlie  horrible  struggle  seemed  ‘'oin*” 
against  him  he  exclaimed  to  Drouot,  the  general  of  his  artillery, 
y  Drouot,  bring  up  all  the  batteries  of  the  guard  !  We  must  sustain 
Davuust  s  column  at  any  price  1  Alluns.  Drouot.  throw  mo  ten  thou- 
s.incl  cannon-halls .  t.'riish  me  those  niasses  before  yon  !” 

Thus,  the  less  he  relied  on  his  troops,  the  more  he  relied  on  his 
cannon  ;  and  thus  lie  Kept  increasing  hU  artillery  out  of  all  jiroportion. 
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charge.  But  the  most  lamentable  part  of  the 
story  seems  to  be  this  ; — during  the  two  days’  fight 
the  Archduke  John,  with  10,000  or  12,000  choice 
troops  which  he  had  brought  back  from  Italy,  was 
lying  at  Presburg  on  the  Hungarian  frontier,  on 
the  same  side  of  the  Danube  as  his  brother  Charles 
and  Bonaparte,  and  only  six  or  seven  leagues  from 
them.  A  good  forced  march  might  have  brought 
the  Archduke  John  to  the  field,  at  latest  on  the 
second  and  decisive  day  of  the  fighting;  and  it  is 
allowed  by  most  of  the  French  themselves  that 
his  appearance,  at  any  moment  before  Bonaparte’s 
last  tremendous  charge,  would  have  thrown  the 
French  into  irremediable  confusion.  It  is  said 
that  pressing  orders  and  earnest  entreaties  vvere 
sent  by  Charles  to  his  younger  brother  to  hasten 
his  march ;  but  there  the  Archduke  John  re¬ 
mained,  to  leave  an  historical  doubt  to  posterity 
as  to  the  motives  of  his  conduct  or  the  causes  or 
accidents  which  delayed  his  advance.  He  was  as 
brave  as  his  brother,  and  unquestionably  quite  as 
loyal :  we  cannot  credit  the  insinuations  of  the 
French  that  he  was  actuated  by  a  mean  jealousy; 
but  we  incline  rather  to  believe  that  there  was 
treachery  as  well  as  stupidity  among  some  of  the 
men  who  surrounded  him ;  that  there  was  an 
opposition  and  conflict  between  the  orders  given 
him  by  the  Aulic  Council  and  the  orders  sent  him 
by  the  Archduke  Charles,  or  that  the  orders  were 
badly  given  by  his  brother  and  badly  understood 
by  himself. 


John,  Archduke  of  Austria. 


Still,  however,  the  army  of  the  Archduke  Charles 
was  neither  destroyed  nor  discouraged  and  dis¬ 
persed  ;  men  and  officers  were  ready  to  fight  again, 
and  the  archduke  was  eager  to  continue  the  war. 
By  skirmishing  and  manoeuvring  he  might  have 
gained  time  sufficient  to  allow'  not  only  the  Arch¬ 
duke  John  but  also  the  Archduke  Ferdinand  and 
other  generals  of  separate  corps  to  form  their  junc¬ 
tion  with  him ;  the  partisan  warfare  continued  in 
Germany,  the  Tyrolese  were  as  vet  standing  as 
conquerors  on  their  own  proud  mountains,  and  the 
warlike  population  of  Hungary  might  have  fur¬ 
nished  immediately  swarms  of  squadrons  of  excel¬ 
lent  light  cavalry,  while  Bohemia  would  have 
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poured  forth  lier  yagers  or  tirailleurs,  among  the 
best  light  infantry  and  ritlemen  in  the  world. 
Alarming  news  arrived  from  Murat  at  Naples, 
who  w'as  watching  the  storm  then  gathering  in 
Sicily  and  in  Calabria;  and  in  the  course  of  a  few 
days  the  spirit  of  Bonaparte  became  disquieted  by 
the  storm  which  had  then  burst  upon  Holland, — by 
the  capture  of  Walcheren,  which  w'as  a  far  more 
serious  source  of  uneasiness  than  has  been  gene¬ 
rally  allow'ed, — and  by  the  new's  of  the  defeat  of 
his  brother  Joseph  and  his  marshals  at  Talavera. 
So  far  W'as  the  Archduke  Charles  from  thinking 
of  a  dishonourable,  dastardly  peace  that  he  was 
actually  fighting  the  French  on  the  11th  of  July, 
and  was  even  preparing  for  another  general  battle, 
when  certain  diplomatists  drove  into  his  camp 
and  told  him  that  the  Emperor  Francis  had 
agreed  to  a  truce,  and  that  an  armistice  had  just 
been  concluded  at  Znaym.  This  led  to  the  op¬ 
probrious  peace  of  Schonbrunn,  which  w'as  not 
signed,  however,  till  the  14th  of  October.  During 
this,  to  him,  most  opportune  and  profitable  sus¬ 
pension  of  hostilities,  Bonaparte  chiefly  resided 
in  the  imperial  palace  of  Schonbrunn,  leading 
nearly  the  same  course  of  life  to  which  he  was 
accustomed  at  the  Tuileries,  and  ruling  in  Vienna 
like  a  lord  and  master.*  From  this  ancient  resi¬ 
dence  of  the  house  of  Hapsburg  he  issued  his 
decrees  to  all  parts  of  the  continent,  and  endea¬ 
voured  also  to  open  a  correspondence  with  some 
disaffected  states  or  subjects  of  Francis,  in  order 
to  terrify  him  into  greater  submission  and  vaster 
sacrifices  even  than  those  which  the  Austrian 
cabinet  seemed  ready  to  make,  and  to  sow  germs 
of  discord,  rivalry,  and  confusion  which  might 
keep  that  empire  for  ever  in  a  weak  and  prostrate 
condition.  But,  though  he  had  assuredly  found 
on  this  as  on  former  occasions  some  traitors  that 
served  him  for  money,  he  could  not  find  on  the 
whole  surface  of  the  Austrian  empire  any  such 
thing  as  a  body  of  disaffected  or  disloyal  men, 
and,  now  that  Italy  was  gone,  he  could  not  dis¬ 
cover  in  the  curious  composite  which  made  up 
that  empire,  in  the  different  kingdoms,  in  the 
provinces  and  adjoints,  in  many  of  which  the 
people  differed  in  origin,  in  language,  in  habits, 
and  in  several  instances  in  religion,  a  single  foyer 
of  discontent  and  rebellion,  or  any  one  class  willing 
to  throw  themselves  under  French  protection  and 
assert  an  independence  of  the  house  of  Hapsburg. 
Except  in  their  lost  Italian  provinces  the  sw’ay  of 
the  Austrians  had  been  mild  and  popular,  and  the 
government  of  Francis  II.  was,  and  ever  had  been, 

•  It  \V!is  at  Sciionbruim  that  Honaparte  narrowly  escaped  the  dagger 
of  au  enthusia.slie  yoiiiiif  man,  a  member  of  the  Tvgcnhund^  or  of  some 
other  of  those  secret  sociLMies  which  had  now  and  at  a  later  period  so 
‘'veat  an  ciToct  in  cxcitin-;  tlie  (iermaiiic  feeling.  Stabbs,  the  son  of 
a  respectable  1‘rolestaot  clergyman  of  Krfnrl,  went  to  a  grand  review 
of  the  imperial  guanl,  and  rushe<l  upon  the  emperor  in  the  midst  of 
hi.s  stair,  liertliier  and  Ktipp  sei/.ed  turn  and  disarmed  him  wlieu  his 
knife  was  but  a  few  inches  from  IJonaparte's  heart.  "What  injury 
liave  I  ever  done  to  you  ?”  said  the  compieror.  "To  me  personally 
none,”  replied  the  youth  ;  "  hut  \oii  are  the  oppressor  of  my  country, 
the  tyrant  of  the  w<irUl!”  llonaparte,  who  had  already  fn.siladed 
more  than  twenty  Imrgluus  of  Vienna  /icur,  caused  the 

youth  to  \>e  shot  on  tlie  very  next  morning.  The  hoy,  for  he  was 
scarcely  eighteen  \ears  old,  died  lilte  a  hero. 
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considered  as  a  paternal  government.  In  Hungarjq 
where  the  people  differ  as  much  from  Austrians  as 
our  old  highland  clans  differed  from  the  lowland 
Scotch  or  from  the  English,  and  where  a  proud 
and  spirited  nobility  had  maintained  an  oligarchic 
constitution — w'here  jars  occasionally  took  place 
between  the  imperial  authorities  and  the  aristo¬ 
cracy,  and  where  the  great  magnates  had  often 
been  known  to  defy  the  Aulic  Council,  the  French 
fancied  that  something  might  be  done ;  but,  when 
Bonaparte  addressed  an  invitation  to  the  Hun¬ 
garians  to  separate  themselves  from  Austria,  to 
form  an  independent  kingdom  under  a  native 
ruler,  and  to  give  to  the  crown  of  the  Magyars  the 
lustre  w'hich  once  belonged  to  it,  they  turned  from 
the  invitation  with  contempt  and  disgust.  These 
men  had  no  sympathy  with  the  French;  their 
liberties  and  privileges  had  been  well  preserved 
under  the  bouse  of  Austria,  and  they  knew  but 
too  well  the  fate  of  democracies,  oligarchies,  and 
all  other  governments  that  had  claimed  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  Bonaparte. 

A  few  words  must  he  said  on  the  campaigns  in 
Poland  and  Italy.  The  grand  duchy  of  Warsaw 
did  not  capitulate  with  its  capital.  The  Archduke 
Ferdinand  laid  siege  to  Thorn.  "While  a  strong 
garrison  detained  him  there,  Poniatowski,  having 
doubled  his  army,  fell  upon  the  Austrians  with 
40,000  men,  drove  them  out  of  the  city  of  Warsaw, 
heat  the  archduke  in  two  battles  fought  at  the  end 
of  April  and  beginning  of  May,  invaded  Austrian 
Poland,  penetrated  into  Gallicia,  and  forced  the 
archduke  to  evacuate  entirely  the  territories  of  the 
grand  duchy  of  Warsaw  by  the  beginning  of  July. 


Eugene  Heauhahnais. 


When  the  Archduke  John  first  descended  into 
Italy  to  contend  with  the  French  viceroy,  his  pro¬ 
gress  was  favoured  by  many  circumstances :  the 
spirit  of  the  .'Austrian  armies  had  never  been  higher 
tlian  then,  and  the  common  people  of  the  country 
were  heartily  sick  of  the  French  dominion,  and 
irritated,  exasperated  in  the  extreme  by  the  harsh, 
lawless,  and,  in  their  eye?,  impious  conduct  of  Bon¬ 
aparte  towards  Pius  VH.,  a  pontiff  whose  personal 
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virtues,  and  imposing  and  touching  demeanour, 
greatly  increased  the  reverence  felt  for  the  sanctity 
of  his  office.  A  large  portion  of  the  Italian  no¬ 
bility  were,  and  a  considerable  portion  of  the  bour- 
genisie  had  become,  free-thinkers — converts  and 
disciples  to  the  doctrines  of  Voltaire  and  the  French 
])hUosophe.s, — and  as  such  disposed  to  regard  with 
joy  or  with  indifference  any  humiliation  offered  to 
the  tiara,  or  any  blow  struck  at  the  Roman  priest¬ 
hood  ;  but  these  classes  of  men  were  acutely  sen¬ 
sible  to  the  injuries  offered  to  themselves  person¬ 
ally,  to  the  enormous  stride  of  taxation  which  was 
going  pari  passu  with  retreating  trade  and  the 
rapid  fall  of  the  value  of  the  rich  productions  of  the 
country,  to  the  intolerable  war  contributions,  and 
to  the  still  more  intolerable  military  conscription, 
which  spared  no  rank  or  condition  of  men.  And 
even  many  of  those  nobles  and  citizens  of  Lom¬ 
bardy  who  had  most  favoured  the  French,  and  who 
had  most  profited  by  Bonaparte’s  government,  ap¬ 
prehended  that  the  end  of  his  system  w'as  coming, 
and  that  the  best  thing  they  could  do  under  present 
circumstances  wmuld  be  either  to  remain  neutral 
and  indiflerent,  or  to  win  a  reconciliation  from 
their  old  masters  the  Austrians  by  lending  them 
assistance,  or  by  atfeeting  to  feel  infinite  joy  at 
their  successes  and  hapjiy  return  to  a  country 
which  they  had  so  long  possessed.  This  was  the 
common  logic  of  self-interest;  but  there  were 
higher  and  nobler  natures — enthusiastic,  generous 
minds,  that  had  outlived  their  early  dream  of  liberty 
and  pure  republicanism  and  the  union  of  all  Italy, 
— that  were  weary  and  disgusted  with  these  bloody 
struggles,  which,  end  w'hich  way  they  would,  were 
sure  to  leave  the  Italians  the  slaves  of  a  foreign 
master.  As  the  Archduke  John  advanced  as  a 
conqueror  across  the  rich  Lombard  ])lain,  all  the 
villages  and  small  towns,  and  not  a  few  of  the 
larger  cities,  hailed  his  approach  by  shouting 
“  Long  live  our  old  good  master  the  Emperor 
Francis  !”  Eugene  Beauharnais  attempted  to  stop 
him  near  Sacile,  and,  risking  a  general  action,  was 
completely  defeated.  But  the  archduke,  instead 
of  vigorously  pursuing  the  viceroy’s  beaten  and,  in 
good  part,  demoralised  army,  marched  slowly  on 
and  lost  many  good  opportunities  on  the  banks  of 
the  Adige.  Marshal  Macdonald  arrived  to  advise 
and  direct  Eugene;  and  reinforcemen's  began  to 
]iour  into  Lombardy  from  Tuscany  and  from  parts 
of  Lower  Italy.  The  archduke,  however,  passed 
the  Piave  and  the  Brenta,  the  people  of  Padua  re¬ 
ceived  him  as  a  deliverer,  and  when  he  seemed  to 
threaten  Venice  there  w'as  a  popular  party  in  that 
city  impatient  to  rise,  and  join  him.  At  this  mo¬ 
ment  the  victorious  Tyrolese  insurgents  came  down 
the  valley  of  Trent  and  showed  a  bold  front  within 
the  Italian  frontiers  and  on  both  banks  of  the 
Adige,  erecting  the  double-necked  eagle,  the 
standard  of  Austria,  wherever  they  advanced.  But 
anon  came  the  new's  of  the  Archduke  Charles’s  de¬ 
feat  at  Eckmuhl  and  his  retreat  beyond  Vienna  and 
the  Danube :  the  brave  Tyrolese  were  obliged  to 
retire  to  their  own  country,  the  passes  into  which, 
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on  the  side  of  Bavaria,  were  now  left  open  ;  and 
the  Archduke  John  was  ordered  by  the  Aulic 
Council  to  retire  from  Italy  and  join  the  Archduke 
Charles  as  quickly  as  he  could.  The  retreat  be¬ 
gan  ;  the  poor  Italians  who  had  committed  them¬ 
selves  were  left  to  the  tender  mercies  of  the  French ; 
Beauharnais  followed  the  Archduke  John  with 
forces  numerically  superior  ;  a  bloody  battle  was 
fought  near  Conegliano;  but  the  archduke,  though 
worsted,  continued  his  retreat  in  good  order,  effect¬ 
ing  the  difficult  passage  of  the  Tagliamento  under 
the  eye  of  Beauharnais.  Macdonald,  pursuing  too 
incautiously,  was  well  beaten  in  one  or  two  affairs 
in  the  mountains  of  Carniola  ;  but,  waiting  at  Gratz 
until  he  was  joined  by  Marmont  and  the  French 
army  of  Dalmatia,  who  Avith  great  difficulty  and 
not  without  terrible  loss  had  fought  their  way 
through  Croatia  and  other  mountainous  regions 
where  the  populations  w’ere  all  in  arms,  Macdonald 
and  Beauharnais  descended  through  the  valley  of 
Raab  to  the  banks  of  the  Danube  aud  the  vicinity 
of  Vienna,  where  they  gave  the  hand  to  Bonaparte 
and  the  Grand  Army.  Eugene,  however,  had  not 
been  allowed  to  get  through  the  valley  of  Raab 
without  some  hard  fighting.  On  the  14th  of  June, 
the  anniversary  of  the  victory  of  Marengo,  Bona¬ 
parte’s  step-son  found  himself  opposed  near  the 
towm  of  Raab  by  the  Archduke  John,  whose  army, 
even  after  so  long  and  hurried  a  retreat  and  much 
suflering,  and  in  spite  of  the  discouraging  news 
which  reached  it  from  all  quarters,  formed  in  ad¬ 
mirable  order,  and  fought  with  so  much  spirit  that 
twice  in  the  course  of  the  battle  the  enemy  was 
nearly  defeated.  The  Archduke  John  and  Eugene 
Beauharnais  were  young  men  nearly  of  the  same 
age;  they  were  at  least  equal  in  valour;  and,  if 
Macdonald  had  not  been  at  hand  to  give  his  advice, 
we  may  doubt  whether  there  would  have  been  any 
inequality  in  the  military  skill  displayed  by  the 
two  young  commanders-in-chief.  Although  de¬ 
feated  in  the  end,  the  archduke  retired  in  such 
perfect  order  that  Eugene  did  not  venture  to  attack 
even  his  rear-guard.  The  Austrian  prince  reached 
the  valley  of  the  Danube,  crossed  that  river,  and 
ascended  the  left  bank  as  far  as  Presburg ;  but 
then  came  the  slowness,  the  indecision,  the  blun¬ 
der,  or  the  treachervq  or  some  other  mysterious 
cause,  of  which  we  have  complained.  By  the  line 
he  took  the  archduke  had  only  a  few  miles’  longer 
march  than  the  viceroy.  Eugene  joined  Bona¬ 
parte  several  days  before  the  battle  of  Wagram, 
which  was  not  fought  till  twenty-two  days  after  the 
battle  of  Raab;  the  Archduke  John,  with  the  loyal 
population  of  Hungary  on  both  flanks  and  on  his 
rear,  appears  to  liavc  reached  Presburg  two  or 
three  days  before  the  decisive,  but,  for  a  long  lime, 
doubtful,  battle  of  Wagram — but  there  he  staid. 
After  reconsidering  every  hypothesis,  we  are  the 
more  confirmed  in  the  opinion  that  in  this  cam¬ 
paign,  as  in  all  the  preceding  campaigns  of  the  Aus¬ 
trians,  treachery  was  at  work,  and  that  the  emperor 
was  grossly  betrayed.  We  know  that  the  French 
general  Seras  attempted  to  corrupt  with  money  the 
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commandant  of  one  of  the  emperor’s  fortresses ; 
we  know  that  this  honourable  officer  scorned  the 
bribe  and  those  who  insulted  him  b)'  offering  it, 
and  died  fighting  gallantly  in  the  breach  ;  but  w’e 
do  not  know  how  often  the  golden  najtoleons  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  the  objects  for  which  in  all  these  wars 
they  were  profusely  distributed.  After  this  cam¬ 
paign,  even  as  after  Mack’s  campaign  of  Ulm, 
numbers  of  Austrian  officers  and  civil  employes 
were  known  to  start  suddenly  into  opulence  and 
luxury,  without  any  visible  source  for  their  in¬ 
creased  fortunes. 

It  was  from  the  palace  of  Schbnbrunn  that  Bo¬ 
naparte  aimed  his  last  thunderbolt  at  the  head  of 
the  pope.  In  May,  1808,  he  had  annexed,  for  erer, 
the  best  part  of  the  papal  dominions  to  the  mock 
kingdom  of  Italy ;  and  his  generals  and  the  Roman 
revolutionary  party — about  the  most  savage,  atheist¬ 
ical,  and  intolerant  of  all  the  reformers  of  that  day 
— had  constituted  Pius  VII.  a  prisoner  in  the  Va¬ 
tican.  All  the  cardinals  that  offered  the  slightest 
resistance  or  remonstrance  were  expelled  from 
Rome.  Gabrielli,  the  cardinal  secretary  of  state, 
or  ])rime  minister,  w^as  sent  away  to  his  bishopric 
at  Sinigaglia.  The  pope  appointed  Cardinal  Pacca 
to  fill  the  place:  Miollis,  the  French  general,  im¬ 
mediately  ordered  off  Pacca  to  Benevento  ;  and, 
upon  this  cardinal’s  refusing  obedience,  he  w'as 
seized  by  French  gendarmes  and  forcibly  carried 
across  the  Neapolitan  frontier.  Another  cardinal, 
the  decanus  of  the  sacred  college,  was  treated  in 
the  same  manner.  Pius,  after  again  reminding  the 
Emperor  of  the  French  of  the  services  he  had  ren¬ 
dered  him,  and  of  the  long  winter  journey  he  had 
made  to  crowm  him  in  Nffitre  Dame,  threatened 
Bonaparte  and  his  agents  with  the  thunders  of  the 
church;  but  he  held  his  hand.  On  the  iRh  of 
May,  1809,  four  days  after  entering  Vienna, 
Bonaparte  issued  a  decree,  in  which  he  united  the 
remainder  of  the  Roman  States,  not  to  the  mock 
kingdom  of  Italy,  but  to  the  French  empire, 
leaving  to  the  present  pope,  in  case  of  his  quietly 
submitting,  his  ])alaces,  which  had  been  robbed 
already  of  the  treasures  of  art  they  contained,  and 
an  annual  allowance  of  about  80,000/.  sterling. 
Upon  this  Pius  VII.  held  his  hand  no  longer.  On 
the  10th  of  June  printed  copies  of  a  bull  of  ex- 
communication  against  all  the  perpetrators  and 
abettors  of  the  invasion  of  Rome  and  of  the  terri¬ 
tories  of  the  Holy  See  were  affixed  to  the  gates 
of  the  principal  churches  of  the  city,  and  were 
rajjidly  distributed  by  devout  people  in  every  part 
of  Italy,  and  in  all  ultramontane  Catholic  countries. 
Phi/osoplies  and  unbelieving  soldiers  sneered  at 
this  thunderbolt ;  but  it  was  a  real  thunderbolt 
nevertheless,  that  scorched  and  withered  some  of 
Bonaparte’s  best  interests.  A  few  days  after  it 
W'as  launched  the  armament  of  Sir  John  Stuart 
made  its  appearance  m  the  Bay  of  Naples,  and  the 
French  were  getting  beaten  or  bewildered  by  the 
Calabrian  insurgents.  Murat  was  greatly  alarmed  ; 
and  it  is  said  that  it  was  he  who,  without  any  pre¬ 
vious  instructions  from  his  brother-in-law  and 
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master  in  the  palace  of  Schonhrunn,  concerted 
with  Miollis,  who  was  equally  afraid  of  a  popular 
insurrection  at  Rome,  measures  for  seizing  the  old 
pope  and  sending  him  a  state  prisoner  into  France, 
where  his  predecessor,  Pius  Vl.,  had  died  in  a 
miserable  captivit)'.  But  we  know  from  better 
authority  than  that  of  Las  Cases  that  Murat  con¬ 
sulted  previously  w’ith  Bonaparte,  and  that  an 
express  order  to  get  the  pope  out  of  Italy  came 
from  Schonbrunn.  Miollis,  who  was  governor  and 
a  sort  of  viceroy  in  Rome,  chose  a  proper  instru¬ 
ment  for  the  deed  of  violence  in  a  rough  low’-born 
soldier  of  fortune,  Radet,  who  had  served  for  many 
vears  in  the  gendarmerie,  and  who  was  now  one  of 
Bonaparte’s  barons,  legionaries  of  honour,  and  a 
general  of  French  gendarmes.  The  pope  had  shut 
himself  up  in  his  palace  on  the  Quirinal.  At  mid¬ 
night  the  palace  was  surrounded;  and  between  two 
and  three  o’clock  on  the  morning  of  the  6th  of  July 
some  of  Radet’s  French  gendarmes,  and  a  few 
Roman  reformers  who  knew  the  building  well, 
and  who  Avould  have  had  no  reluctance  to  cut  the 
old  pope’s  throat,  scaled  the  walls  of  the  palace, 
broke  open  several  doors,  and,  throwing  open  the 
great  gates,  let  in  their  comrades  from  without. 
The  Swiss  guards,  whom  the  pope  had  collected 
within  the  walls  of  the  palace,  offered  no  resistance, 
having  received  his  own  solemn  order  to  that 
effect.  General  Baron  Radet  penetrated  to  the 
apartment  in  which  Pius  was,  and  found  him  in 
full  pontifical  dress,  surrounded  by  priestly  at¬ 
tendants.  The  leader  of  gendarmes  told  the  pontiff 
that  he  had  orders  to  remove  him  from  Rome, 
unless  he  recalled  the  bull  of  excommunication, 
and  consented  to  sign  an  entire  abdication  of  his 
temporal  authority.  Pius  replied  that  this  he  could 
not  do.  Radet  then  told  him  that  he  must  depart 
immediatelv.  “  I  then  yield  to  force,”  replied  the 
helpless  and  truly  venerable  pontiff ;  and,  taking 
his  breviary  under  his  arm,  he  meekly  followed 
the  French  general  to  the  gate,  where  a  carriage 
was  found  read}',  and  whence  he  was  instantly 
driven  off  under  a  strong  escort  of  French  gen¬ 
darmerie.  Only  Radet  went  with  him  in  the  coach, 
which  ffew'  as  rapidly  through  the  country  as  relays 
of  six  horses  could  make  it  fly.  Not  a  soul  was 
permitted  to  accompany  him,  or  to  follow  him  ; 
and  it  was  all  in  vain  that  he  represented  his  great 
physical  suffering  from  this  rapid,  break-neck, 
never-resting  way  of  travelling.  Radet  was  in  an 
agony  of  alarm  all  along  the  road  lest  the  pope 
should  be  recognised.  When  he  was  well  advanced 
on  his  journey  he  was  transferred  to  the  custody  of 
some  other  gendarme  officer ;  apd  so  he  was  car¬ 
ried  on  from  one  military  post  to  another,  there 
being  no  lack  of  gendarmerie  in  any  part  of  Italy. 
When  they  reached  the  Riviera  di  Levante,  or 
eastern  coast  of  Genoa,  the  French  dreaded  the 
mountain  passes  and  the  devout  ]ieasantry.  They 
therefore  huddled  tlie  poor  old  pope  on  board  a 
frail  and  dirty  bark  that  was  bound  for  Genoa, 
and  that  was  creeping  along  the  coast,  as  all  vessels 
were  then  olfliged  to  creep,  in  order  to  avoid  the 
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British  cruisers.  Pius  asked  whether  they  intended 
to  drown  liim.  The  gendarmes  answered  No.  As 
soon  as  they  landed  him  in  Genoa,  they  smuggled 
him  into  another  carriage,  which  was  driven  olf  at 
full  gallop.  They  whirled  the  pontiff  over  the 
rough  and  mountainous  road  of  the  Bocchetta,  and 
never  made  a  halt  till  they  came  to  the  fortified 
town  of  Alessandria,  near  the  field  of  Marengo. 
From  Alessandria  they  carried  him  with  the  same 
speed  across  the  plains  of  Piedmont,  then  scorched 
by  the  July  sun,  to  Sant’  Ambrogio  di  Susa,  at  the 
foot  of  the  Alps.  Completely  exhausted  by  fatigue 
and  suffering,  the  old  pope  askeil  whether  Napoleon 
wanted  to  have  him  dead  or  alive.  They  answered, 
Certainly  alive.  “  Then,”  said  Pius,  “  let  us  rest 
here  this  night.”  They  were  forced  to  consent, 
for  it  seemed  evident  that  he  would  die  that  night 
on  the  lofty,  cold  Alps,  if  they  continued  their 
journey.  On  the  following  day  they  hurried  him 
over  the  road  of  Alount  Cenis  and  through  the 
deep  valley  of  Savoy.  From  Savoy  they  turned 
aside  to  the  old  French  province  of  Dauphiny. 
They  imprisoned  him  for  a  time  in  the  city  of 
Grenoble ;  but  orders  came  from  Bonaparte  to  re¬ 
move  him  to  the  fortress  of  Savona,  in  the  western 
Riviera  of  Genoa.  There  was  a  much  nearer  road 
from  Grenoble  :  hut  these  Frenchmen  were  inge¬ 
nious  tormentors ;  and  so  they  carried  the  pope  by 
Valence,  where  his  predecessor  had  died,  by 
Avignon,  which  until  the  French  revolution  had 
belonged  to  the  see  of  Rome,  and  by  Aix  and 
Nice.  Pius  VII.  was  left  in  his  captivity  at  Sa¬ 
vona  for  nearly  three  years,  when  he  was  removed 
to  Fontainebleau. 

This  treatment  of  the  pontiff,  although  it  made 
a  deep  impression  on  the  Austrian  people,  produced 
no  visible  effect  on  the  negotiations  for  peace. 
Several  times,  indeed,  but  not  upon  spiritual 
grounds,  the  Emperor  Francis  seemed  all  but  de¬ 
termined  to  declare  the  armistice  at  an  end,  and  to 
try  again  the  fortune  of  the  srvord.  Failing  in  his 
endeavours  to  cajole  the  Hungarians  into  a  revolu¬ 
tion  under  his  auspices,  Bonaparte  saw  that,  after 
all,  it  would  be  no  such  easy  matter  to  dismember 
the  Austrian  empire,  or  (bating  Italy)  to  keep  per¬ 
manent  possession  of  any  of  the  kingdoms  or  pro¬ 
vinces  which  had  been  united  under  the  dominion 
of  the  Hapsburgs — that  old  house  of  Austria  which, 
as  he  was  accustomed  to  say,  was  always  falling, 
but  never  dying !  He  evidently  stood  dismayed 
at  its  mighty  vis  inerticp.  The  news,  too,  of  the 
defeat  of  so  many  of  his  renowned  generals  at 
Talavera  disturbed  his  prestige,  and  induced  him 
to  believe  that  England  would  not  so  soon  recall 
Sir  Arthur  Wellesley  from  the  Spanish  peninsula, 
and  that  the  subjugation  of  Portugal  and  Spain 
would  demand  a  more  exclusive  attention,  and  the 
constant  employment  of  a  much  greater  force  than 
he  had  anticipated.  It  is  also  believed — and  upon 
what  appears  to  be  a  very  reasonable  foundation — 
that  he  had  already  decided  upon  divorcing  Jose- 
j)hine,  and  taking  to  himself  a  young  wife  likely  to 
bear  children  and  heirs  ;  that  his  pride  was  inflamed 
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with  the  notion  of  allying  himself  with  one  of  the 
most  ancient,  and  what  was  considered  generally, 
although  perhaps  incorrectly,  the  proudest  sove¬ 
reign  house  in  Europe;  that  during  his  long 
residence  at  Schonbrunn  he  had  made  indirect 
overtures,  and  had  found  a  certain  party  among 
the  Vienna  noblesse,  courtiers,  and  even  ministers, 
who  encouraged  his  aspiring  to  the  hand  of  IMaria 
Louisa,  the  young  and  fair  arckluchess,  who  had 
been  left  behind  at  the  capital  when  all  the  rest  of 
the  family  fled  from  it.  Another  suggestive  of  mo¬ 
deration  may  have  proceeded  from  the  formidable 
attitude  of  the  army  of  the  Archduke  Charles,  who 
was  well  knowm  to  be  as  averse  to  the  peace  as  ever, 
and  who  threw  up  his  command  as  soon  as  it  was 
concluded. 

Comparatively  moderate  as  were  the  conditions 
granted  to  Austria  by  the  treaty  of  Schonbrunn, 
signed  on  the  14th  of  October,  the  Emperor 
Francis,  even  without  putting  into  the  account  the 
bestowal  of  his  daughter’s  hand,  or  without  believ¬ 
ing  that  a  secret  promise,  was  extorted  from  him  to 
consent  to  that  strange  and  unseemly  matrimonial 
alliance,  which  must  he  preceded  by  a  measure  ab¬ 
horrent  to  the  Catholic  church  and  to  all  delicate 
consciences,  had  many  and  most  pain/ul  sacrifices 
to  make.  He  was  obliged  to  abandon  the  faithful 
Tyrolese,  who  had  flown  to  arms  at  his  call ;  and 
he  was  compelled  to  cede  Trieste,  Carniola,  and 
part  of  Croatia,  Saltzburg,  Cracow  in  Poland,  and 
Western  Gallicia,  and  several  other  districts,  con¬ 
taining  in  all  about  two  millions  and  a  half  of  ])o- 
pulation.  In  nearly  every  direction  this  treaty 
injured  and  weakened  the  frontier  of  the  Austrian 
empire;  while  from  the  rest  of  Germany,  which 
had  hoped  so  much  at  the  commencement  of  the 
war,  it  brought  down  distrust,  astonishment,  and 
contempt  on  the  cabinet  of  Vienna.  In  addition  to 
all  this,  and  to  the  exhausting  task  of  having  had 
to  support  for  so  many  months  the  whole  of  Bona¬ 
parte’s  grand  army,  the  Austrians  were  bound  to 
pay  into  the  French  exchequer,  as  expenses  of  war, 
seventy-five  millions  of  francs,  or  about  3,000,000/. 
sterling. 

Bonaparte,  cheered  by  the  intelligence  that  the 
British  had  entirely  evacuated  Walcheren,  returned 
triumphantly  to  Paris;  and  there,  on  the  3rd  of 
December,  opened  the  session  of  the  submissive 
and  admiring  Corps  Legislalif,  telling  them  that 
now,  Spain  and  Portugal  only  excepted,  the  conti¬ 
nent  of  Europe  w’as  in  a  happy  peace. 

Hard  was  the  fate  of  the  patriot  insurgents  in 
the  north  of  Germany  :  when  taken,  some  of  them 
were  fusiladed  as  traitors  and  brigands,  even  like 
the  Calabrians  and  the  Spaniards ;  while  others 
were  thrown  into  prisons,  or  forced  and  tormented 
until  they  enlisted  and  enrolled  themselves  either 
in  the  French  army  or  in  those  contingent  German 
armies  w’hich  continued  for  four  years  longer  to 
follow  the  eagles  of  Bonaparte.  The  French  dis¬ 
played  no  magnanimity,  no  mercy ;  and  they  seem 
hardly  ever  to  have  troubled  themselves  with  the 
thought  that  these  Germans,  whom  they  treated 
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as  rebels  and  traitors,  bad  never  owed  any  alle- 
gianco  to  Napoleon,  but  were  all  the  subjects  of 
this  or  that  German  king  or  prince,  to  whom,  and 
to  the  laws  of  their  own  country,  alone  they  were 
amenable.  Y"et,  while  he  issued  his  decrees  and 
commands  as  to  the  mode  of  dealing  with  these  in¬ 
surgents,  and  while  French  military  commissions 
passed  drum-head  sentences  of  death  upon  these 
German  patriots,  the  French  emperor  affected  to 
be  injured  and  insulted  by  any  assertion  that  the 
Confederation  of  the  Rhine  was  not  a  free  confe¬ 
deracy  of  independent  sovereign  states,  or  that  the 
other  principalities  and  powers  of  Germany  did 
not  enjoy  a  perfect  independence  under  his  pro¬ 
tection. 

Major  Schill,  that  gallant  and  romantic  par¬ 
tisan  leader,  was  fortunate  enough  to  die  in  battle 
— in  a  most  unequal  strife — with  his  sword  in 
his  hand,  wet  with  the  blood  of  one  of  Bonaparte’s 
Dutch  generals,  whom  he  slew  before  he  fell  him¬ 
self.  But  the  French  emperor  had  proclaimed 
Schill  as  a  ^'brigand  et  Jiomme  mns  aveu;”  and, 
if  the  hero  had  been  taken  alive,  some  remorseless 
military  tribunal  would  have  treated  him  as  such. 
The  blood  of  Schill  was  better  inspiration  to  the 
young  poets  of  Germany  than  any  water  from  the 
Pierian  spring  :  out  of  the  blood  of  all  these  heroes 
the  Teutonic  liberty  arose,  as  in  the  olden  time  the 
stupendous  fabric  of  the  church  had  been  cemented 
by  the  blood  of  saints  and  martyrs.  The  Duke 
of  Brunswick,  brother  of  Caroline,  our  Princess  of 
Wales,  performed  prodigies  with  a  mere  handful 
of  men  (Bonaparte  called  his  serene  highness  a 
brigand  too)  :  he  made  up  for  the  deficiency  of  his 
numbers  by  the  rapidity  of  his  movements,  and 
seemed  almost  gifted  with  ubiquity;  he  perplexed 
the  French  generals  and  corps  detached  in  pursuit 
of  him,  making  them  believe  he  must  have  many 
thousands  of  men,  when,  in  fact,  he  had  only  a  few 
hundreds.  It  was  the  Duke  of  Brunswick,  who 
had  come  over  from  England  before  the  commence¬ 
ment  ©f  this  Austrian  w'ar,  and  who  had  called 
round  his  standard  some  of  the  old  soldiers  of  his 
father,  that  led  the  best  of  the  bands  that  issued 
from  Bohemia  at  the  beginning  of  June  or  a  few 
days  after  the  battle  of  Aspern.  His  black  hus¬ 
sars,  who  wore  skulls  and  cross-bones  on  their 
breasts  and  caps,  in  memory  of  the  fate  of  their 
late  aged  sovereign  and  of  the  avenging  vow  of  his 
son,  their  present  leader,  swore  neither  to  give  nor 
to  receive  quarter.  Their  ajipearance  was  every¬ 
way  lugubrious ;  their  red  Hags  were  surmounted 
with  black  crape;  but  a  more  martial  and  braver 
set  of  horsemen  never  put  foot  in  stirrup  or  fol¬ 
lowed  a  more  fearless  chief.  From  the  mountains 
and  forests  of  Bohemia,  where  they  had  been  lying 
for  a  considerable  time  in  order  to  recruit  tlieir 
force  and  collect  some  free  corps  to  co-o])crate  with 
them,  the  Brunswick  hussars  dashed  into  Lusatia, 
and,  capturing  chateaux  and  towns,  they  pushed 
forward  into  the  heart  of  Saxony,  the  king  and  go¬ 
vernment  of  which  country  were  entirely  devoted 
to  French  interests.  On  the  evening  of  the  11th 
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of  June,  when  the  French  were  in  apparent  jeo¬ 
pardy  in  the  Isle  of  Lobau,  the  duke  and  his  black 
hussars  rode  into  Dresden,  the  capital  of  Saxon}'. 
On  the  23rd  they  were  at  Leipsic,  where  the  stu¬ 
dents  of  the  University  showed  how  they  sympa¬ 
thised  with  them  and  the  Teutonic  cause.  On  the 
14th  of  July,  eight  days  after  the  battle  of  Wa- 
gram,  they  returned  to  Dresden,  and  re-entered 
that  capital  without  opposition.  The  armistice  of 
Znavm  was  nothing  to  the  Duke  of  Brunswick  : 
the  Emperor  of  Austria  might  despair  and  disho¬ 
nour  himself  and  his  country,  but  Brunswick 
would  not.  He  was  now  surrounded  by  enemies, 
disavowed  by  Austria  as  well  as  by  Prussia,  and 
far  away  from  that  open  sea  by  which  he  might 
escape  to  England.  “  But  I  will  die  rather  than 
surrender  to  the  murderers  of  my  father  and  usurp¬ 
ers  and  tyrants  of  my  dominions !  Soldiers,  will 
you  follow  me  ?  ”  And  away  went  the  Bruns- 
wickers  with  their  chief,  rapid  and  dark,  like  a 
stormy  midnight  wave.  They  rolled  into  West¬ 
phalia  and  towards  Cassel,  the  now  strangely 
Frenchified  capital  of  Jerome  Bonaparte,  whose 
ephemeral  kingdom  included  the  duke’s  hereditary 
states.  Masses  of  men  were  now  gradually  en¬ 
closing  them  ;  there  was  the  corps  d’armec  of  the 
Saxon  general  Thielmann,  and  the  corps  of  the 
French  generals  Gratien  and  Reubell;  but,  chang¬ 
ing  the  direction  of  their  march,  and  throwing 
themselves  into  the  forests  and  wilds  of  the  country, 
with  which  they  were  better  acquainted  than  were 
their  pursuers,  they  reached  Halle,  the  seat  of 
another  Teutonic  university,  where  his  blood-red 
standard  and  black  crape  excited  all  who  had 
German  hearts  within  them.  It  appears  to  have 
been  some  enthusiastic  students  wlio  told  the 
Brunswickers  there  was  lying  at  Plalberstadt  a 
regiment  composed  of  young  Westphalian  nobles 
and  renegades,  who  took  pride  in  wearing  the  uni¬ 
form  of  Jerome.  Quick!  boot  and  saddle!  and 
away  went  the  black  hussars,  gliding  through  the 
dark  intervening  woods.  The  gilded  Westpha¬ 
lians,  though  taken  by  surprise,  must  have  shown 
some  fight,  for  the  duke  had  two  horses  killed 
under  him  ;  but  in  the  end  Jerome’s  choice  regi¬ 
ment  was  sabred  or  put  to  flight,  and  the  Bruns¬ 
wickers  captured  all  their  camp  equipage.  From 
Halberstadt  the  duke,  with  his  daring  troopers, 
rode  to  the  city  of  Brunswick,  and  entered  that 
ancient  capital  of  his  forefathers.  The  affectionate 
and  l)est  ])art  of  the  citizens  would  have  given  him 
a  fete,  or  a  good  German  banquet,  but  tliis  was  no 
time  for  feasting  or  fur  piping  and  dancing:  the 
representative  of  their  old  dukes  and  margraves 
was  still  but  a  poor  fugitive,  an  adventurer  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  mo^t  perilous  of  adventures  ;  and  he 
considerately  implored  the  good  burghers  not  to 
commit  themselves,  or  draw  down  the  vengeance 
of  Jerome  and  the  French,  by  showing  respect  and 
love  for  him.  This  advice  was  scarcely  given  when 
the  cavalry  of  the  French  general  Reubell  rode  up 
in  pursuit.  The  trumpet  of  Brunswick  sounded 
the  charge,  and,  shouting  Teutonia  !  Germany ! 
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the  black  hussars  cut  their  way  through  their  foes  ; 
and  then  trotted  along  the  road  that  leads  to  Ha¬ 
nover,  cutting  down  most  of  the  bridges  in  their 
rear,  and  carrying  dismay  among  all  the  weak 
garrisons  or  posts  of  King  Jerome.  Their  course 
was  now  so  rapid  and  so  eccentric  that  their  nume¬ 
rous  pursuers  knew  not  Avhere  to  seek  them ;  and, 
after  traversing  nearly  the  whole  of  Franconia  and 
the  electorate  of  Hanover,  they  reached  the  small 
port  of  Elsfleth  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Weser, 
where  they  found  some  British  transports,  which 
conveyed  the  duke,  with  twenty-two  of  his  officers 
and  a  good  many  of  his  men,  safely  to  England. 

But  the  most  doleful  story  connected  with  the 
war  of  1S09  remains  to  be  told.  The  Austrian 
diplomatists  had  delicately  inserted  a  clause  in 
the  treaty  of  Schonbrunn  importing  that  the 
Tyrolese,  whose  country  was  to  be  restored  to  the 
King  of  Bavaria,  should  lay  down  their  arms  and 
receive  from  Bonaparte  and  his  Bavarian  majesty 
an  amnesty  or  pardon  for  all  past  offences — or,  for 
having  bravely  and  most  successfully  fought  for 
their  country,  their  homes,  their  church,  and  their 
sovereign.  But  the  Tyrolese,  who  had  gained  so 
many  victories  among  their  native  mountains  and 
valleys,  w'ould  not  lay  down  their  arms,  nor  submit 
to  be  transferred,  like  slaves  wdth  a  plantation,  to 
a  detested  master;  and  they  persevered  in  this 
resolution  even  wffien  they  knew'  that  strong  bodies 
of  the  French  army  in  Germany,  and  of  Beauhar- 
nais’s  army  in  Italy,  were  marching  against  them. 
Their  recent  exploits  may  have  encouraged  some 
hope  ;  and  they  had  little  or  no  confidence  in  any 
amnesty  from  governments  on  which  they  had  in¬ 
flicted  such  serious  losses,  or  in  forgiveness  and 
oblivion  from  troops  exasperated  by  defeat  and — 
be  it  admitted — by  the  fierce  mode  in  which  some 
of  the  wild  and  fanatic  mountaineers  had  carried 
on  the  w'ar. 

As  soon  as  the  Archdukes  Charles  and  John 
had  begun  to  move  in  the  spring,  the  Tyrolese, 
rising,  as  we  have  said,  almost  to  a  man,  chose  for 
their  generalissimo,  or  chief  of  chiefs,  Andrew 
Hofer,  a  man  of  about  forty-two  years  of  age,  who 
was  living  in  his  native  village  in  the  deej)  valley 
of  Passeyer,  and  in  the  little  inn  his  father  had  left 
him.  llufer,  who  had  been  one  of  the  first  to 
resent  the  injuries  inflicted  by  the  French  and  their 
allies  or  servants  the  Bavarians  on  the  ancient 
rights,  privileges,  and  usages  of  his  country  (which 
had  all  been  scrupulously  respected  by  the  Aus¬ 
trian  sovereigns),  inflamed  with  his  patriotism  and 
e.\cited  by  his  example  Speckbacher,  who  had  led 
rather  a  Robin  Hood  kind  of  life  in  his  youth,  but 
who  had  now  married  a  woman  with  some  little 
property  and  had  become  overseer  of  the  s<flt-mines 
at  Hall,  as  his  father  had  been  before  him,  and 
Haspinger,  a  Capuchin  friar,  and  two  or  three 
monks,  or  village  priests,  who  possessed  an  amazing 
influence  over  that  devout  and  superstitious  pea¬ 
santry.  Andrew'  Hofer — bating  some  little  failing 
w  hich  may  lie  excused  by  his  profession  and  by  the 
occasional  rigidity  of  the  climate  in  which  he  lived 


— w'as  a  man  of  irreproachable  morals  and  of  more 
talent  and  education  than  were  commonly  to  be 
found  among  his  countrymen  of  the  same  rank.  He 
was  gifted  with  a  ready  rustic  kind  of  eloquence,  and 
his  well-known  strength,  bravery,  and  hardihood, 
and  his  commanding  personal  appearance,  all  com¬ 
bined  to  make  him  the  chief  of  an  essentially 
popular  insurrection.  Llaving  alw'ays  lived  in  the 
solitudes  of  the  Tyrolean  mountains,  he  was  ignorant 
of  the  vices  and  temptations  of  civilization.  Gold 
could  not  tempt  him,  nor  could  promotions  and 
honours.  While  people  of  the  highest  quality  in 
Italy  and  in  Germany,  as  w^ell  as  in  France,  w'ere 
deluded  by  the  flattering  promises  or  by  the  bril¬ 
liant  prospects  opened  by  Napoleon,  this  poor 
mountain  innkeeper  persevered  in  his  innocent 
mode  of  life,  and  saw  and  appreciated  things  more 
correctly.  “  In  men  of  this  stamp,”  says  the  his¬ 
torian  of  revolutionised  Italy,  “there  are  generally 
two  sentiments  most  deeply  rooted— the  love  of 
God  and  the  love  of  their  country.  Both  these 
qualities  shone  conspicuously  in  Andrew  Hofer, 
and  for  these  the  Tyrolese  had  a  singular  love  asid 
veneration  for  him.”"^  His  attachment  to  the  su¬ 
perstitions  of  the  Catholic  church,  and  occasionally 
to  the  bottle,  only  rendered  him  the  dearer  to  a 
people  who  were  all  superstitious  and  generally  ra¬ 
ther  fond  of  wine.  It  is  reported  of  him  that  he  at 
times  led  the  peasants  to  victory  with  a  crucifix 
and  rosary  on  his  breast,  a  musket  or  sabre  in  one 
hand,  and  a  bottle  in  the  other.  It  was  the  reli¬ 
gious  feeling  which  gave  vehemence  and  support 
and  durability  to  the  patriotic  feeling;  and  here, 
as  in  Spain  and  in  Calabria,  the  people  were  in¬ 
censed  by  insults  offered  to  their  priests  and  monks, 
and  by  impious  hands  laid  upon  their  churches  and 
shrines.  “This,”  says  Botta,  “was  a  singular 
and  a  terrible  warfare.  To  the  rumour  of  arms 
was  added  the  continual  tolling  of  all  the  church 
bells,  with  the  shouting  of  the  peasants,  who  ex¬ 
claimed  incessantly,  ‘In  the  name  of  God  !  In 
the  name  of  the  Most  Holy  Trinity  !’  All  these 
noises  united,  and  repeated  by  the  echoes  of  the 
Alps,  produced  a  confusion  full  of  novelty,  horror, 
terror,  and  religion. ”t  But,  excited  and  fierce  in 
combat  as  they  were,  the  Tyrolese  were  guilty  of 
no  savage  and  unnecessary  cruelty.  For  this 
honourable  fact  we  have  many  authorities,  and 
among  them  that  of  a  Frenchman,  an  amiable  and 
accomplished  traveller,  who  says,  “  They  only 
killed  those  who  resisted.  ‘  Cut  me  down  those 
fellows  as  long  as  they  stand  up  against  you,’  cried 
Hofer  ;  ‘  but  once  down,  give  them  quarter!  Only 
a  coward  strikes  a  man  that  is  on  the  ground,  be¬ 
cause  he  is  afraid  he  should  get  up  again.’  This 
was  the  Spanish  insurrection,  with  its  monks,  its 
peasants,  and  its  guerillas  ;  but  it  was  the  Spanish 
insurrection  without  its  crimes  and  its  horrors,  and 

*  Carlo  Botta. 

t  Tliree  moans  were  resorted  to  in  order  to  advise  lire  mountaineers 
of  the  proper  moment  of  risin;;  in  m.ass  ;  saw-dnst  was  throw  ii  on  the 
rivers  Inn  and  Eisardi,  which  earried  the  sinnal  along  in  tlieir  rapid 
eonrse;  lires  were  lit  on  the  tops  of  mountains  and  on  the  rains  of  the 
old  castles ;  and  women  and  children  ran  from  rock  to  rock,  from  gleu 
to  'den,  from  cottage  to  cottage,  saving,  "  It  is  time  !’’ 
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if  there  was  inhumanity  on  one  side,  it  was  cer¬ 
tainly  not  on  that  of  the  Tyroleans.  They  at  least 
did  not  murder  their  prisoners  after  the  battle  : 
Ilofer,  when  a  conqueror,  spared  the  lives  of  his 
opponents,  but,  when  conquered,  his  own  life  was 
not  spared.”*  When  the  peasantry  first  took  the 
field  under  the  command  of  two  or  three  priests,  a 
friar,  an  overseer  of  salt-works,  and  an  innkeeper, 
the  entire  population  of  the  country  did  not  much 
exceed  600,000  souls ;  but  nearly  every  able-bodied 
male  took  up  arms,  or  co-operated  wdth  means  of 
destruction  more  terrible  than  martial  weapons, 
and  in  this  last  species  of  warfare  the  women  and 
the  children  took  their  part.  Keeping  possession 
of  the  perpendicular  rocks,  which  rise  like  walls 
on  either  side  of  their  strong  passes,  they  collected 
there  immense  stones,  fragments  of  rocks,  trunks 
and  arms  of  trees,  dragged  them  to  the  very  edges 
of  the  precipices,  kept  them  suspended  there  in 
large  masses  by  means  of  hay-bands  and  strong 
ropes,  until  the  enemy  was  engaged  in  the  narrow 
gorge  and  fairly  beneath  them.  Then  a  guttural 
voice  would  be  heard  crying,  “  Hans,  is  all  ready 
“Yes!”  was  shouted  among  the  rocks  ;  on  which 
the  word  of  command  was  given,  “  In  the  name  of 
the  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost,  let  go  your 
ropes!”  and,  at  the  word,  downi  went  the  mighty 
masses,  a  hundred  fathoms  deep,  upon  the  heads  of 
some  Bavarian  or  French  column.  They  were 
admirable  marksmen,  being  accustomed  to  depend 
upon  their  fowling-pieces  and  rifles  for  a  good  part 
of  their  subsistence,  and  to  follow  the  ibex  and 
chamois  among  the  summits  and  glaciers  of  the 
Alps  ;  but  it  is  said  that  their  riHes  scarcely  killed 

*  M.  F.  Mercey,  Voyages  en  Tyrol, 


so  many  of  the  invaders  of  their  country  as  did  these 
tremendous  avalanches. 

The  first  great  blow  struck  in  the  field  w'as  by 
Andrew  Hofer.  He  signally  defeated  the  Bavarian 
troops  at  the  end  of  April,  in  the  valley  of  the 
Eisach,  and  killed,  wounded,  or  took  about  900 
men.  On  the  same  or  on  the  following  day,  his 
friend  Speckbacher,  the  salt-mine  overseer,  drove 
the  Bavarians  out  of  the  important  town  of  Hall, 
and,  shortly  afterwards,  20,000  bold  peasants  took 
Innspruck,  the  old  and  picturesque  capital  of  the 
Tyrol,  in  spite  of  the  obstinate  defence  of  General 
Kinkel  and  Colonel  Dittfurt.  The  Bavarian  colonel, 
when  dying  of  his  w'ounds,  asked  what  distin¬ 
guished  officer  had  led  them  on  so  well.  “No 
one,”  said  the  Tyrolese ;  “  hut  we  fought  for  our 
religion,  our  emperor,  and  father-land.”  In  the 
course  of  a  very  few  days  from  4000  to  5000  dis¬ 
ciplined  troops,  including  some  French  as  well  as 
Bavarians,  were  surrounded  on  various  points  and 
compelled  to  surrender  to  the  peasants  they  had 
affected  to  despise.  On  a  smaller  scale  the  French 
general  Bisson  underwent  the  same  fate  which 
Dupont  had  undergone  at  Baylen.  But  the  suc¬ 
cessful  Spanish  generals  had  a  good  many  thousand 
regular  disciplined  troops,  while  our  poor  inn¬ 
keeper,  overseer,  and  monk  had  nothing  of  that 
sort.  Another  army  of  3000  or  4000  Bavarians 
met  with  no  better  success,  and  all  the  battalions 
and  squadrons  that  followed  these  were  beaten  in 
succession  by  the  insurgents.  In  no  jdace  and  at 
no  hour  were  the  French  or  Bavarian  troops  safe 
from  attack ;  for,  by  night  as  well  as  by  day,  and 
from  every  side,  the  Tyrolese,  sallying  out  from 
their  hiding-places  and  travelling  by  strange  moun- 
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tain-paths,  chose  their  own  time  for  attack,  always 
attacking  unexpectedly,  and  generally  crushing  the 
incautious  soldiery.  Some  weak  battalions  from 
the  regular  army  of  Francis  IL,  sent  to  co-operate 
with  Ilofer,  appear  to  have  done  cphte  as  much 
harm  as  good ;  and  the  Marquis  Chasteller,  their 
general,  soon  beat  a  retreat.  Nor  did  Colonel 
Jellacitch,  a  strategist  of  some  note,  perform  any 
much  better  service ;  for,  though  he  had  been  accus¬ 
tomed  to  mountain  warfare,  he  had  not  been  accus¬ 
tomed  to  carry  it  on  with  wdiolly  irregular  forces, 
and  he  pedantically  blundered  in  trying  to  make 
the  Tyrolese  peasantry  act  according  to  line  and 
rule,  like  an  Austrian  army.* 

When  the  retreat  of  the  two  archdukes  Charles 
and  John,  and  the  capture  of  Vienna,  allowed  the 
Bonapartists  to  act  with  more  vigour  in  this  quarter, 
IMarshal  Lefevre,  Duke  of  Uantzic,  with  the  Wilr- 
temburg  general  Wrede  under  him,  entered  the 
Tyrol,  on  the  German  side,  by  the  valley  of  the  Inn, 
with  a  strong  French  and  Bavarian  corps,  and  Gen¬ 
erals  Rusca  and  Baraguay  d’llilliers  began  to  pene¬ 
trate  on  the  Italian  side  by  Trent  and  the  valley  of 
the  Adige,  with  a  portion  of  Beauharnais’s  army  of 
Italy.  Lefevre  and  Wrede  regained  temporary  pos¬ 
session  of  Innspruck  ;  but  vam  were  all  the  efforts 
they  made  to  penetrate  into  the  Lower  Tyrol ;  and 
as  for  Rusca  and  d’FIillieis,  they  halted  in  despair 
at  the  mouth  of  the  valley,  a  little  above  Trent. 
The  progress  of  the  Bavaro-French,  or  Gallico- 
Bavarians,  was  marked  with  every  circumstance  of 
cruelty  and  horror.  In  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
Isel  mountain,  or  Berg-Isel,  Speckbacher  and 
llaspinger  had  gained  one  great  victory  at  the  end 
of  May  :  the  auspicious  spot  was  chosen  for  another 
action,  and  there,  on  the  12th  of  August,  the  in¬ 
vaders  were  again  defeated.  Lefevre  retreated 
across  the  Inn,  Innspruck  was  recovered,  and 
Ilofer  entered  the  city  and  acted  as  viceroy. t  When 

*  always  ready  to  arm  and  march  wlien  called  upon  so 

to  do  by  the  em\)cror,  the  Tyrole^e  had  always  shown  a  dislike  to 
u'gular  military  service.  Before  this  insurrectionary  war,  as  since 
their  rn-aiinexation  to  Austria,  they  liad  seldom  been  employed  except 
as  jaijcrs  or  sharpshooters.  As  a  loose,  a  light,  and  what  may  be 
called  the  irregular  I'aiT  of  a  regular  army — where  everything  depends 
on  actl^ity,  keen-siglitedness,  and  quickness  in  inarching  and  inliring, 
— the\  are  admirable.  Tliey  prided  themselves  on  lUeir  ignorance  of 
tlmse  establislied  rules  of  military  manreuvres  which  tliey  had  seen 
fail  so  miserably  with  Mack  and  other  Austrian  tactician.-^  and  strate¬ 
gists.  They  had  an  expressive  epigram  on  tlie  subject,  which  Southey 
lias  thus  translated,  almost  verbally  : — 

‘‘  You  say ’t  is  luck  alone  when  those 
Unskilled  in  tactics  beat  their  foes ; 

But  better ’t  is  without  to  win 
Tluin  witli  those  tactics  to  give  in.” — 

Quarterly  Rex'ictv,  vol.  xvii.,  Hint,  cf  Hofer  and  Transaciions  in  the 
Trpul. 

f  A  Saxon  ofheer  has  left  the  following  record  of  the  campaign  of 
Marshal  Lefevre  in  the  Tyrol.  It  conveys  a  striking  impl•e^sion  of 
those  artificial  avalanches  which  we  have  described  m  oiir  text ; — 

“We  had  neueiraled  to  Innspruck  without  great  resistance;  and, 
although  mucii  was  everywhere  talked  of  the  Tyrolese  stationed  upon 
and  round  the  Brenner,  we  gave  little  credit  to  il,  tin  ukin;;  the  rebels 
to  have  been  dispersed  by  a  short  cannonade,  and  already  considering 
ourselves  as  conquerors.  Our  entrance  into  the  passe.s  of  the  Brenner 
was  only  opposed  by  small  cor|  s,  which  Cunlitaiied  falling  back,  after 
an  obstinate  though  short  resistance.  Among  olliers,  1  perceived  a 
man,  full  eighty  jears  of  age,  posted  against  the  side  of  a  rock  and 
sending  death  amoug&t  our  ranks  with  every  shot.  l’'po!i  the  Ba¬ 
varians  descending  from  behind  to  make  him  piisuner,  he  shouted 
aloud,  ‘  Hurrah  !‘  struck  the  hr.d  man  to  the  ground  with  a  ball,  seized 
bold  of  the  second,  and  with  the  ejaculation,  ‘In  (iod’s  name!’  pre¬ 
cipitated  himself  with  him  into  the  abyss  below.  Marching  onwards, 
we  heard  resound  irom  the  summit  of  a  high  rock,  ‘Stephen  !  shall  I 
chop  it  o!V  vet to  wliich  a  loud  *  Nay  ’  re^crberilted  from  ihe  oppo¬ 
site  side.  This  was  told  to  the  Duke  of  Dautzic,  w  ho,  tiotw  ilhstaiid- 


the  emperor  signed  the  treaty  of  Schonbrumi,  tlie 
Tyrolese  were  absolute  masters  of  their  country 
from  end  to  end,  from  side  to  side.  Unhajtpily 
the  clause  in  the  treaty  which  we  have  mentioned 
was  followed  by  an  imperial  manifesto,  in  which 
Francis  II.  enjoined  the  patriots  to  lay  down  their 
arms  and  submit  quietly  to  the  King  of  Bavaria. 
Although  this  manifesto  had  little  or  no  influence 
over  the  majority,  some  of  the  chiefs  and  many  of 
the  simple  peasants  considered  that  the  commands 
of  their  Kaiser  were  entitled  to  their  obedience 
even  in  this  hateful  and  extreme  case.  It  appears 
that  Hofer  himself,  about  equally  loyal  and  super¬ 
stitious,  inclined  to  this  opitiion,  and  to  the  belief 
— since  the  bloody  affair  of  Wagram  and  the  sub¬ 
mission  of  Francis — that  it  was  the  will  of  Heaven 
that  all  opposition  to  Bonaparte  should  prove  I'ruit- 
less.  [Europe  would  have  fared  better  if  a  dis¬ 
couraging  conviction,  nearly  amounting  to  the 
belief  of  this  poor  innkeeper,  had  not  been  pre¬ 
valent  and  predominant  among  princes  and  states¬ 
men  of  high  degree,  politicians  in  parliameirt  and 
out  of  parliament,  and  generals  in  the  field.]  At 
least  for  a  time,  Hofer  remained  irresolute  and 
doubtful.  But  the  sight  of  the  returniug  French 
and  Bavarian  columns,  and  of  the  vengeance  they 
were  taking  on  his  cotmtrymen,  roused  him  from 
his  inaction.  The  enraged  peasants  again  cried, 
“It  is  time!”  and  again  Hofer,  who  felt  that  lie 
must  tight  or  die  like  a  thief — that  the  mercy  pro¬ 
mised  to  all  would  not  he  extended  to  him  or  to 
any  man  like  him — once  more  put  himself  at  their 
head.  He  had  now  to  contend  with  Saxons  as 
well  as  with  French  and  Bavarians,  for  that  Napo¬ 
leonic  satellite  the  King  of  Saxony  and  Grand 
Duke  of  Warsaw  had  sent  a  corps  d’armee  to  co¬ 
operate  in  the  detestable  work  going  on  in  the  Tyrol. 
At  the  same  time,  the  Emperor  Francis,  on  the 
one  hand,  conjured  them  to  submit,  and  Beauhar- 
nais,  the  French  viceroy  of  Italy,  on  the  other, 
proclaimed  that  such  as  continued  the  war  should 
no  longer  he  treated  as  soldiers,  but  as  rebels  and 
brigands.  In  the  vale  of  the  Passeyer,  his  own 
native  and  once  happy  valley,  Hofer  gained  one 
signal  victory  more,  killing,  wounding,  or  taking 

in",  ordered  ns  to  advance  ;  at  the  same  time  he  prudently  withdrew 
from  the.  centre  to  the  rear.  Tlie  van,  consisting  of  4U00  Bavarians, 
had  just  stormed  a  decqi  ravine,  when  we  again  heard  hallooed  over 
our  heads,  ‘  Hans  1  for  the  Most  Hnly  Trinity  I'  Our  terror  was  com- 
nleted  by  the  reply  that  immediately  followed:  ‘  In  the  name  of  the 
Holy  Trinity!  cut  all  loose  above  1’  and  ere  a  minute  bad  elapsed, 
were  Ibuusands  of  my  comrades  in  arms  crushed,  buried,  and  over¬ 
whelmed  by  an  increuible  heap  of  broken  rocks,  stones,  and  tiecs, 
hurled  down  upon  us.  All  of  us  were  petiilied.  Every  one  lied  that 
could  ;  but  a  shower  of  balls  from  the  Tyrolese,  who  nnwrushed  fiom 
the  surrouiidiug  inoiuitains  in  immense  numbers,  and  among  tlu'iu 
boys  and  girls  of  ten  and  twelve  years  of  age,  killed  or  wounded  a 
great  many  of  ns.  It  \\  as  not  till  we  bad  got  tliese  fatal  mountains 
six  leagues  behind  us,  that  we  were  reassembled  by  the  duke,  and 
formed  into  six  columns.  Soon  after,  tlie  Tyrolese  appeared,  lieiu.ea 
by  Hofer,  the  innkeeper.  After  a  short  uddiess  fioni  him,  they  gave  a 
general  tire,  flung  their  rifles  aside,  and  rushed  upon  our  bajoiiets 
with  only  their  clenched  lists.  Nothing  could  wiihstand  their  impe- 
tuosiiy.  They  darted  at  our  feet,  threw  or  pnlh-d  us  do%\ii.  stran  gUd 
us,  wrenched  the  arms  from  our  hand',  and,  like  enraged  lions,  kilh'd 
all — French,  Bavarians,  and  Saxons — that  did  not  cry  for  quarter. 
By  doing  so,  1,  \\  ith  300  men,  was  spared  and  set  at  liberty.  When 
all  lay  dead  around,  ami  tlie  victory  was  Completed,  the  Tvrolese.  as 
if  moved  by  one  impulse,  fell  upon  their  knees,  and  poured  forth  the 
emotions  of  their  lieaits  in  jnayer  under  the  canopy  of  Heaven;  a 
scene  so  awUilly  solemn,  tint  it  will  ever  be  j  n-seut  in  my  remem 
brance.  I  joined  in  the  devotion,  and  ne'er  in  uiv  life  did  1  prav  move 
fcrventlv.'’ 
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prisoners  upwards  of  2000  of  the  enemy.  Speck- 
baclier  and  odier  chiefs  gained  several  more  advan¬ 
tages  ;  but  the  contest  was  now  too  unequal  ;  am¬ 
munition  began  to  fail;  the  French,  Bavarians,  and 
Saxons,  by  getting  possession  of  the  towns  and 
larger  villages,  and  by  driving  in  or  destroying 
their  Hocks  and  herds,  reduced  the  insurgents  to  the 
brink  of  starvation  ;  and  their  councils  became  con¬ 
tradictory,  bewildered,  and  at  last  timorous.  When 
the  game  was  fairly  up  ;  when  some  had  laid  down 
their  arms,  and  claimed  the  amnesty  ;  when  some 
had  escaped  into  Austria ;  when  more  had  been 
taken  prisoners  and  mercilessly  shot  or  hanged 
like  robbers ;  when  the  remnant  were  driven  from 
post  to  post,  from  rock  to  rock,  being  hunted  down 
like  wild  beasts,  or  driven  to  hide  and  starve  in 
the  depths  of  the  forests,  or  in  caverns  in  the  rocks, 
on  the  summits  of  the  eternally  snow-clad  Alps, 
Andrew  Hofer,  taking  his  w'ife  and  children  with 
him,  betook  himself  to  his  Patmos — a  wretched 
Alpine  hut,  about  four  long  German  miles  from  his 
own  dwelling,  and  at  times  altogether  inaccessible 
from  the  deep  snow  which  surrounded  it.  It  is 
said  that  every  facility  of  escape  from  his  hiding- 
place  was  offered  by  the  Austrian  government,  as 
well  as  by  the  Viceroy  Beauharnais,  a  young  man 
who  had  not  been  altogether  spoilt  by  a  bad  school, 
hut  who  had  generous  qualities  in  him,  and  no 
proneness  to  bloodshed ;  that  both,  directly  or  in¬ 
directly,  testified  their  desire  to  promote  him;  but 
that  no  persuasion  could  induce  him  to  think  of 
abandoning  his  country  and  family  and  faithful 
friends,  or  even  to  cut  off  the  long  beard  which  he 
wore,  and  by  which  he  could  easily  be  recognised 
anywhere.  Some  of  those  faithful  friends  secretly 
carried  such  provisions  to  him  as  were  necessary 
to  support  life  ;  and  thus  he  lived  among  rocks 
and  snow,  from  the  end  of  November,  1809,  to  the 
end  of  January,  1810.  A  considerable  price  was 
now  set  upon  his  head  ;  but,  though  many  must 
have  known  his  hiding-place,  none  would  reveal  it, 
or  grow  rich  by  becoming  infamous.  It  has  been 
mentioned  to  the  honour  of  the  simple  race,  that 
there  was  no  instance  of  any  Tyrolese  being  in¬ 
duced  to  turn  traitor  for  a  bribe;  and  that  even  their 
women  knew  how  to  be  silent.  But  at  last,  even 
in  the  Tyrol,  a  traitor  was  found.  This  villain  too 
was  a  priest;  his  name  (may  it  he  for  ever  exe¬ 
crated  !)  was  Uoney.  For  the  Judas  price  he 
revealed  the  secret,  and  pointed  out  the  Alpine  hut, 
hid  in  a  crevice,  and  with  a  deep  cover  of  snow, 
in  which  Ilofer,  with  his  family,  lay  concealed, 
to  some  2000  men  who  vvere  sent  to  seize  him,  or  to 
prevent  the  possibility  of  an  escape  by  entirely  sur¬ 
rounding  that  mountain.  It  was  dark  night  when 
the  soldiery  first  ajiproached.  There  was  a  bare 
possibility,  a  desperate  chance,  that  Hofer  himself, 
by  plunging  through  the  snow  and  down  the,  to 
him,  well-known  precipices,  might  escape,  hut 
there  was  none  that  his  wife  and  children  could 
follow  him.  He  therefore  stayed  where  he  was, 
with  his  Samson- like  beard  in  his  hand,  and,  when 
he  found  that  the  Philistines  were  fairly  upon  him, 
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he  came  forth  from  the  hut,  and  saying,  “French¬ 
men  !  I  am  Andrew  Hofer  !  Fire  !  kill  me  if  you 
will,  hut  sjiarc  my  wife  and  children  !”  he  quietly 
submitted  to  be  bound.  Chains  were  then  brought 
the  better  to  secure  the  strong  and  long-dreaded 
man  ;  and  he  was  marched,  with  his  wife,  his 
daughter,,  and  little  son  of  twelve  years  old,  to  the 
town  of  Botzen,  or  Bolzano,  which  lies  on  the  Adige, 
above  Trent  and  the  Italian  frontier.  On  this 
hard  journey  he  was  taunted  by  Bonaparte’s  sol¬ 
diery,  but  honoured  by  the  tears  of  his  countrymen 
and  countrywomen  ;  and,  having  a  whole  heart 
within  him,  and  a  long-tried  foititude,  and  a  hope 
that  looked  beyond  tliis  world,  he  bore  his  cross 
without  a  moan.  His  was  the  most  happy  or  most 
serene  countenance  seen  along  the  road  or  in  the 
towns  and  villages  where  his  powerful  escort 
halted.  The  French  general  Baraguay  d’Hilliers, 
who  was  now  at  Botzen,  behaved  to  the  prisoners 
with  mtich  humanity ;  he  gave  orders  that  Hofer 
should  be  less  rigorously  confined,  and  that  a  stop 
should  be  put  to  the  excesses  of  the  soldiery,  who 
had  been  plundering  and  destroying  his  little  pro¬ 
perty  in  the  Passeyer  valley.  Several  French  odi- 
cers  too  commiserated  the  patriot’s  fate,  and,  by 
such  attentions  as  they  could  and  durst  bestow, 
made  a  return  for  the  humanity  and  kindness  with 
which  he  had  invariably  treated  his  prisoners. 
Had  it  depended  on  d’Hilliers,  on  these  officers, 
or  on  Eugene  Beauharnais,  Hofer  had  not  died ; 
but  his  fate  had  been  already  decided  by  sterner 
minds  and  harder  hearts.  His  wife  and  children 
were  set  at  liberty  by  an  express  order  from 
some  high  quarter ;  but  [they  were  not  permitted 
to  follow  him,  and  so  he  kissed  them  for  the 
last  time,  and  parted  from  them  for  ever.  From 
Botzen  he  was  carried  down  into  Italy,  by  that 
rough  and  rugged  descent  which  passes  by 

. quella  ruina,  che  nel  fiauco 

Di  qua  da  Trento  TAdice  percosse, 

O  per  tiemuoto,  o  per  sostegno  manco 

and  there  he  was  thrown  into  the  fortress  of  Alanttia. 
If  there  was  any  right  in  the  case,  he  was  amen¬ 
able  not  to  the  laws  of  France  or  to  the  kingdom 
of  Italy,  but  to  the  laws  of  Bavaria ;  the  King  of 
Bavaria,  by  a  forcible  transfer,  to  which  Hofer  and 
his  countrymen  had  never  consented,  and  bv  the 
pre})otency  of  arms,  had  been,  since  the  treaty  of 
Presburg,  sovereign  of  the  Tyrol ;  but  to  Napo¬ 
leon  Bonaparte  or  to  Eugene  Beauharnais  An¬ 
drew  Holer  had  never  owed  any  allegiance  what¬ 
ever.  Nevertheless,  on  his  arrival  at  Mantua  one 
of  Bonaparte’s  bloody  military  tribunals  or  courts- 
martial  was  immediately  assembled,  and  the  French 
general  Bisson,  who  had  been  beaten  near  Inns- 

*  Dante, — Ij  Inferno,  (’anto  xii. 

. the  clilT,  vvlucli,  or  by  earthquake  riven 

Or  wanting  proj),  on  this  side  Trento  fell, 

Down  into  Adieu  with  ruin  driven.— 

The  Rc\\  Ichabod  If''righi's  irnnslaiion. 

The  Slavini  di  Marco,  as  tliis  dismal  spot  is  called,  is  a  vast  wild 
tract  in  the  valley  of  the  Adige,  or  Adiue,  l)etw(*en  R()\eredo  and  Ala, 
covered  N\ith  fragments  of  enormous  rocks,  torn  or  washed  from  the 
sides  of  llu!  mountains.  It  spremls  across  the  uhole  valley  of  Trent, 
only  leaving  room  for  a  ^erv  n«ariow  road  ;  here  and  there  a  few  dark 
pines,  looking  like  fuuerAl  \ew3  or  cypresses,  are  scattered  on  the 
sill  face. 
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pruck  by  tl'.e  peasant  liost,  ^vIlo  bad  signed  a 
capitulation  with  the  magnanimous  innkeejier,  and 
who  was  still  inwardly  festering  with  the  sting  of 
that  disgrace,  was  chosen  ])resident  of  the  court. 
But  all  the  members  of  this  tribunal  at  Mantua 
had  not  been  trained  and  matured  in  the  school  of 
Savary ;  some  of  them  voted  for  an  unlimited  and 
some  for  a  limited  confinement  in  a  safe  and 
remote  state  prison,  and  two  of  them  had  even  the 
courage  to  vote  for  a  full  acquittal.  But  orders, 
which  none  of  them  could  disobey,  were  transmitted 
from  Paris  to  Milan,  and  then  by  telegraph  to 
Mantua,  to  finish  proceedings  and  shoot  the  Ty¬ 
rolese  within  four-and-twenty  hours.  Although, 
from  what  had  passed  at  Botzen  with  Baraguay 
d’Hilliers  and  his  officers,  and  from  what  he  had 
seen  and  heard  of  the  tribunal  at  Mantua,  he  did 
not  expect  death,  when  his  doom  was  announced 
to  him  he  received  the  intelligence  with  jierfect 
firmness  and  composure,  merely  asking  for  a 
priest  to  shrive  him.  This  favour,  often  denied 
to  others  besides  the  Duke  d’Enghien,  who  perished 
in  the  castle  ditch  at  Vincennes,  was  granted  to 
Ilofer.  At  the  dawn  of  day,  as  he  was  conveyed 
from  his  prison  to  his  place  of  execution — 
a  broad  bastion  near  the  Porta  Ceresa — he  passed 
by  the  barracks  at  the  Porta  Molina,  where  a 
number  of  Tyrolese  patriots  (call  not  such  men 
rabble  insurgents  and  vulgar  outlaws!)  were 
closely  confined;  all  therein  fell  on  their  firces, 
put  up  their  prayers  for  him,  and  wept  aloud. 
Such  of  his  countrymen  as  were  at  large  in  the 
fortress  gathered  on  the  road  by  which  he  was 
conducted,  and  threw  themselves  on  the  ground 
and  implored  his  blessing.  He  blessed  them,  he 
implored  their  forgiveness  for  the  share  which  he 
might  have  had  in  leading  them  into  their  present 
captivity  and  trouble,  expressing  at  the  same  time 
his  assurance  that  they  and  his  country  would  one 
day  be  restored  to  the  emjieror ;  and  as  he  men¬ 
tioned  the  name  of  Francis  II.  he  followed  it 
up  with  a  hearty  and  heart-stirring  “  Vivat !”  the 
loudest  and  the  last  that  he  ever  uttered.  He  de¬ 
livered  to  the  priest,  that  attended  him  even  to  the 
place  of  execution,  everything  he  had  : — hismonev, 
.500  florins  in  depreciated  Austrian  notes,  was  to 
be  distrilmted  among  his  poor  countrymen  pri¬ 
soners  in  the  fortress;  his  silver  snuft'-hox  and  his 
beautiful  rosary  were  to  be  given  to  particular 
friends ;  his  small  silver  crucifix  he  bequeathed 
to  the  priest  and  confessor  himself:  and,  save  the 
clothes  he  wore,  this  was  all  the  worldly  gear  he 
possessed  on  quitting  the  world.  On  the  broad 
bastion  the  company  of  grenadiers  formed  a  square 
open  to  the  rear,  and  twelve  of  the  privates  and  a 
corporal  stepjted  forward, — Hofer  standing  erect 
in  the  middle.  The  drummer  handed  him  a 
white  handkerchief  to  bind  his  eyes,  and  reminded 
him  that  it  was  necessary  he  should  bend  on  one 
knee.  He  threw  away  the  handkerchief,  and  re¬ 
fused  to  kneel :  “  I  was  used  to  stand  upright  be¬ 
fore  my  Creator,  and  in  that  posture  will  I  deliver 
up  my  spirit  to  him  !’’  He  then  cautioned  the 


coqioral  to  take  good  aim,  and  gave  the  word 
“  Fire”  in  a  loud  and  articulate  voice.  His  death, 
like  that  of  Palm  the  bookseller,  was  not  instan¬ 
taneous,  for  the  grenadiers,  at  first,  performed 
their  office  imperfectly;  but  a  merciful,  well- 
aimed  shot  at  last  dispatched  him,  and  he  fell. 
And  that  spot  on  the  broad  bastion  of  Mantua  is 
still  visited  and  held  as  sacred  by  his  countrymen.* 

The  French,  as  if  to  compensate  by  honours  to 
the  dead  for  the  wrongs  done  to  the  living,  testified 
their  respect  for  Hofer’s  remains  by  going  through 
all  the  ])omps  and  ceremonies  of  a  public  funeral. 
His  body,  instead  of  being  allow’ed  to  remain  ex¬ 
posed  some  time  on  the  place  of  execution,  as  was 
usual  in  such  cases,  was  immediatelv  borne  bv  the 
grenadiers,  on  a  sable  bier,  to  the  church  of  St. 
Michael.  There  it  was  laid  out  in  state,  a  guard 
of  honour  was  appointed  to  watch  over  it,  and  all 
the  populace  of  Mantua  and  the  neighbourhood 
were  admitted  to  see  that  the  much-dreaded  B.ir- 
bone,  or  ‘  Great  Beard,’  was  really  no  more. 

Speckbacher,  the  overseer,  who  was  next  to 
Hofer  in  the  estimation  of  his  countrymen,  had 
many  and  almost  miraculous  esc.apes.  A  thousand 
ducats  were  offered  for  his  head  ;  but,  although  it 
was  known  to  more  than  thirty  peasants  that  he 
was  for  eight  days  working  with  them,  disguised 
as  a  common  labourer,  in  Rattenberg  (an  exjie- 
dient  which  he  adopted  not  simply  for  the  sake  of 
concealment,  but  also  in  order  to  acquire  a  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  defences  of  that  town),  no  one  seemed 
to  notice  him  until  his  departure,  and  then  they 
only  spoke  of  his  appearance  among  them  in  se¬ 
crecy  and  by  means  of  signs.  When  at  last  he 
reached  Vienna,  the  Austrian  government  ofl'ered 
him  lands  in  Hungary,  and  provided  for  him.  To 
the  family  of  Hofer  the  emperor,  who  could 
scarcely  do  less,  assigned  a  pension.  He  also  sent 
a  sum  of  money  to  enable  them  to  go  and  settle 
in  Austria,  which  they  were  invited  to  do;  but  the 
widow  preferred  returning  with  her  children  to  her 
old  dwelling  in  the  valley  of  Passeyer.  There,  it 
is  said,  she  was  visited  by  Francis  IT,  when  he 
was  returning  from  Paris  and  from  witnessing  the 
overthrow  of  Bonaparte,  in  1814.  A  ])lain  and 
substantial  monument  was  now  erected  by  com¬ 
mand  of  the  emperor  in  honour  of  Ilofer’s  me- 
mor}',  on  a  lofty  part  of  the  Brenner  mountain, 
which  overlooks  the  patriot’s  habitation.  And  in 
1823  Francis  II.  ordered  that  the  remains  of 
Hofer  should  be  brought  from  Mantua  to  Inns- 
pruck,  and  there  interred  in  the  cathedral  church 
of  the.  Holy  Cross,  near  to  the  tomb  or  mausoleum 
of  the  emperor  Maximilian  I.  On  the  22nd  of 
February  of  that  year,  six  of  the  patriot’s  old  com¬ 
panions  in  arms  entered  the  metropolitan  church  of 
the  Tvrol  bearing  the  coffin,  upon  the  lid  and  pall 
of  which  lay  the  broad-brimmed  peasant’s  hat  and 
the  sword  of  the  hero. 

♦  Carlo  Rotta. — Baron  Btrtlioldy,  Account  of  the  War  in  the  Tyrol. 
— Southey,  in  Quarterly  Ueview,  vol.  xvii.  (the  foundation  of  this 
article  is  laid  on  two  authentic  and  almost  oflicial  (T*rniau  works,  the 
one  published  at  Berlin,  in  1816,  the  other  at  lA*ipsic,  in  1817).— 
Ciipeligue,  Le  Consulut  el  I’Kmpive.— M.  Merccy. — Ann.  Uv;'ist. 
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The  untoward  course  of  events  on  the  Conti- 
tinent,  the  disastrous  issue  of  the  Austrian  war, 
together  with  sundry  other  causes,  produced  vio¬ 
lent  dissensions  in  the  British  ministry,  in  a  part 
of  which  there  had  never  been  much  harmony.  It 
is  a  capital  defect  in  the  construction  of  our  cabi¬ 
nets,  which  confides  the  direction  of  war  not  to  one, 
but  to  two  ministers,  the  secretary  of  state  for  fo¬ 
reign  affairs  having  nearly  as  much  authority  over 
generals  in  the  field  as  the  secretary-at-war.  In¬ 
deed,  the  foreign  secretary  often  corresponds  di¬ 
rectly  with  admirals  of  fleets,  commodores  of 
squadrons,  &c.,  and  has  thus  often  interfered  with 
the  Admiralty  and  issued  orders  contradictory  to 
those  of  that  important  board.  An  extension  of 
this  principle  would  have  made  a  sort  of  Aulic 
Council  of  the  English  cabinet.  When  there  is 
one  master  mind  and  ruling  spirit  at  the  head  of 
administration — a  mind  capable  of  grasping  all 
the  important  business  of  the  state,  and  of  imposing 
its  will  and  its  unity  of  plan  and  operation  upon  all 
the  departments — tire  mischief  is  obviated ;  but 
the  Duke  of  Portland  was  only  nominally  the 
head  of  the  jtresent  administration,  and  more  than 
one  of  the  ministers  thought  himself  equal  in  all 
things  to  any  one  of  his  colleagues.  There  had 
long  been  a  jealousy  and  a  divergency  of  opinion 
between  IMr.  Canning  (the  secretary  of  state  for 
foreign  affairs)  and  Lord  Castlereagh  (the  secre- 
tar3i-at- war).  What  one  proposed  in  the  cabinet 
the  other  almost  invariably  condemned,  and  each 
was  constantly  complaining  of  an  invasion  of  his 
oflicial  authority  by  the  other.  On  the  21st  of 
September,  when  the  country  was  resounding  with 
outcries  against  the  Walcheren  expedition,  the  ma¬ 
nagement  of  which  was  said  to  be  disajtproved  of 
by  the  secretary  for  foreign  affairs,  a  duel  was  fought 
between  him  and  Lord  Castlereagh.  Tlie  parties 
met  on  Putney  Heath,  at  an  early  hour  in  the 
morning.  Lord  Castlereagh  being  attended  by  his 
cousin  the  Earl  of  Ybarmouth  (the  late  Marquess 
of  Hertford),  and  Mr.  Canning  by  Mr.  Charles 
Ellis.  Their  first  discharge  took  no  effect.  They 
fired  a  second  time;  and  Mr.  Canning  seemed 
prepared  for  a  third  fire,  when  Lord  Castlereagh, 
who  appears  to  have  been  cooler  at  this  moment 
than  either  of  the  seconds,  said,  “  I  believe  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  is  wounded.”  His 
lordship’s  last  bullet  had  indeed  taken  effect;  Mr. 
Canning  was  wounded  below  the  thigh-bone,  and 
his  blood  was  trickling  to  the  ground.  But  the 
wound  was  nut  dangerous  ;  and  Lord  Castlereagh 
had  had  a  narrow  escape,  for  a  button  on  the 
right  lap  pel  of  his  buttoned  coat  had  been  shot 
away.  The  two  ministers  had  sent  in  their  resig¬ 
nations  before  they  went  to  Putney  Heath.  The 
Duke  of  Portland  also  resigned,  and  died  a  few 
days  thereafter. 

The  country  generally  at  the  time  entertained  a 
very  different  opinion,  taking  part  with  Mr.  Can¬ 
ning,  and  regretting  his  retirement ;  but  it  should 
appear,  upon  a  calm  reviewal  of  tlie  whole  matter, 
that  some  blame  attached  to  both  parties,  that 
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some  blame  was  due  to  the  premier  and  to  the 
president  of  the  council,  and  that  the  greatest 
blame  of  all  attached  to  the  system  and  present 
construction  of  the  cabinet.  Much  was  known 
Irefore  through  paragraphs  in  newspapers  and 
hints  droirped  in  clubs  and  political  circles  ;* 
but  now  statements  and  counter-statements  of  the 
cause  of  the  quarrel  were  published  by  the  princi¬ 
pals.  Lord  Castlereagh  asserted  that  a  propo¬ 
sition  had  been  agitated  by  Mr.  Canning,  with¬ 
out  any  communication  with  him,  fur  his  re¬ 
moval  from  the  war  department;  that  Mr. 
Canning,  towards  the  elose  of  the  preceding  ses¬ 
sion  of  parliament,  had  urged  a  decision  upon  this 
question,  with  the  alternative  of  his  seceding  him¬ 
self  from  the  government,  and  so  had  procured  a 
positive  promise  from  the  Didee  of  Portland  (the 
execution  of  which  he  afterwards  considered  him¬ 
self  entitled  to  enforce),  that  he.  Lord  Castlereagh, 
should  be  removed ;  that,  notwithstanding  this 
promise  obtained  from  the  Duke  of  Portland,  by 
which  his  lordship  considered  that  Mr.  Canning 
had  pronounced  it  unfit  that  he  should  remain 
charged  with  the  conduct  of  the  war,  and  by 
which  his  situation  as  a  minister  of  the  crown 
was  made  dependent  upon  his  will  and  pleasure, 
Mr.  Canning  had  continued  to  sit  in  the  same  ca¬ 
binet  with  him,  and  to  leave  him  not  only  in  the 
persuasion  that  he  possessed  his  confidence  and 
support  as  a  eolleague,  but  also  allowed  him,  in 
breach  of  every  principle  of  good  faith,  both  public 
and  private,  though  thus  virtually  superseded,  to 
originate  and  proceed  in  the  execution  of  a  new 
enterprise  (the  Walcheren  expedition)  of  the  most 
ardent  and  important  nature,  with  his  apparent 
concurrence  and  ostensible  approbation.  “  Y'ou 
were  fully  aware,”  added  his  lordship,  in  a  letter 
representing  these  facts,  which  he  had  addressed 
to  Canning  on  the  19th  of  September,  “  that,  if  my 
situation  in  the  government  had  been  disclosed  to 
me,  I  could  not  have  submitted  to  remain  one 
moment  in  office,  without  the  entire  abandonment 
of  my  private  honour  and  public  duty.  YTou  knew 
I  was  deceived,  and  you  continued  to  deceive  me. 
I  am  aware  it  might  be  said,  which  I  am  ready  to 
acknowledge,  that,  when  you  pressed  for  a  decision 
for  my  removal,  you  also  pressed  for  its  disclosure ; 
and  that  it  was  resisted  by  the  Duke  of  Portland 
and  some  members  of  the  government,  supposed 
to  be  my  friends.  But  I  never  can  admit  that  you 
have  a  right  to  make  use  of  such  a  plea  in  justifi¬ 
cation  of  an  act  affecting  my  honour,  nor  that  the 
sentiments  of  others  could  justify  an  acquiescence 
in  such  a  delusion  on  your  part,  who  had  yourself 
felt  and  stated  its  unfairness.  Nor  can  I  admit 
that  the  head  of  any  administration,  or  any  sup- 

•  As  early  us  the  l  llh  of  Jane,  WaUev  Scolt,  who  h  ul  recently  been 
in  Lomlon,  and  in  almost  daily  intercourse  with  Messrs.  C’auiiing,  (». 
and  C.  Kllis,  Croker,  and  other  persons  wiio  best  knew  what  was  pass- 
inj;,  writes  to  his  frend  Soulliey — ‘‘Mr.  ('anuini'’s  (tpportuiuties  to 
serve  yon  will  soon  be  nnmerons,  or  they  will  soon  be  ”oue  altogether  ; 
for  he  is  of  a  dilTerent  mould  from  some  of  his  colleagues,  and  a  de¬ 
cided  foe  tu  those  half-measures  which  1  know’  you  detest  as  much  as  I 
do.  It  is  not  his  fault  that  the  cause  of  Spain  is  not  at  this  moment 
triumphant.  This  I  know,  and  tlie  time  will  come  w  hen  the  world 
w  ill  know  it  too.”— //(/e, 
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posed  friend  (whatever  may  he  their  motives),  can 
authorise  or  sanction  any  man  in  such  a  course  of 
long  and  jiersevering  deception.”*  The  answer 
to  this  first  letter  of  the  correspondence  (which,  of 
course,  w’as  not  published  till  after  the  duel)  was  de¬ 
livered  by  pistol-shot  on  Putney  Heath.  In  a  cooler 
statement  made  after  the  duel,  but  published  at  the 
same  time  with  the  preceding  letter.  Lord  Castle- 
reagh  affirmed  that  it  was  undoubtedly  true  that 
Mr.  Canning,  during  the  Easter  recess,  did  make  a 
representation  in  a  letter  to  the  Duke  of  Portland 
with  respect  to  the  war  department,  founded  upon 
differences  between  him  and  Lord  Castlereagh; 
but  that  it  was  not  true  that  this  letter  was  shown 
to  the  cabinet,  or  that  the  subject  was  even  stated 
to  the  cabinet,  however  it  might  have  been  secretly 
communicated  to  some  of  its  members  : — that  it 
was  also  true  that  a  suggestion  was  made  for  ap¬ 
pointing  the  Marquess  Wellesley  to  succeed  Lord 
Castlereagh  as  secretary-at-war  : — that  it  w'as  like¬ 
wise  undeniable  that  a  decision  upon  this  point 
was  postponed  till  near  the  close  of  the  session, 
when  Mr.  Canning  called  upon  the  Duke  of  Port¬ 
land  and  enforced  the  decision  by  declaring  to  his 
grace  that  he  w'ould  resign  unless  Lord  Castle¬ 
reagh  was  removed  and  the  hlarquess  Wellesley 
appointed  his  successor : — that,  the  Duke  of  Port¬ 
land  having  then  given  Mr.  Canning  the  specific 
and  positive  promise  he  desired,  Mr.  Canning 
pressed  that  it  should  be  immediately  acted  upon, 
and  that  Lord  Castlereagh  should  be  made  ac¬ 
quainted  wnth  it : — that  Lord  Castlereagh,  however, 
was  not  acquainted  with  it,  and  Mr.  Canning 
acquiesced  in  its  being  concealed  from  him  ; — that 
undoubtedly  Lord  Camden  w'as  acquainted  with 
the  whole  transaction  ;  but  that  it  was  not  true  that 
his  lordship  ever  undertook  to  make  the  disclosure 
to  Lord  Castlereagh,  that  he  never  did  make  it,  and 
that  Mr.  Canning  was  thoroughly  apprised  that 
what  had  taken  place  was  not  made  known  to  Lord 
Castlereagh  : — that,  in  this  state  of  profound  igno¬ 
rance,  Loid  Castlereagh  was  permitted,  though 
virtually  no  longer  a  minister,  and  in  a  state  of 
delusion,  to  continue  to  conduct  the  campaign,  and 
to  engage  in  a  new  expedition  of  the  most  exten¬ 
sive,  complicated,  and  important  nature,  under  the 
full  persuasion  not  that  Mr.  Canning  had  sup¬ 
planted  him  in  office  and  possessed  in  his  pocket 
a  promise  for  his  dismissal,  but  that  he  really  en- 

*  Lord  Castlereagh  added — “  For,  were  I  to  admit  such  aprinciple, 
my  lionour  and  character  would  be  from  that  moment  in  the  discretion 
of  persons  wholly  unauthorised,  and  known  to  you  to  be  unautliorised, 
to  act  h)r  me  in  such  a  case.  It  was  therefore  your  act  and  your  con¬ 
duct  which  deceived  me;  and  it  is  imiMissible  for  me  to  acquiesce  in 
being  placed  in  a  situation  liy  you,  which  no  man  of  honour  could 
knowingly  submit  to,  nor  patiently  sufler  himself  to  be  betrajed  into, 
w  ilhoui  forfeiting  that  character. 

‘‘  1  have  no  right,  as  a  public  man,  to  resent  your  demanding,  upon 
public  grounds,  my  removal  from  the  particular  office  1  ha5e  held,  or 
even  from  the  administration,  as  a  condition  of  your  continuing  a 
member  of  the  government.  But  I  have  a  distinct  right  to  expect  that 
a  proposition,  jusliliable  in  itself,  shall  not  be  executed  in  an  unjiisti* 
liable  manner,  and  at  the  expense  of  my  honour  and  reputation.  And 
I  consider  that  you  were  bound,  at  least,  to  avail  yourself  of  the  same 
altcniative,  namely,  your  ow  n  resignation,  to  take  yourself  out  of  the 
preiUcameut  of  practising  such  a  deceit  towards  me,  which  you  did  ex¬ 
ercise  ill  demanding  a  decision  fur  my  removal. 

“  Under  llie-e  circumstances  I  must  require  that  satisfaction  from 
you  lo  which  I  feel  myself  entitled  to  lay  claim.” 

VOL,  iV. - GEO.  III. 


joyed  Mr.  Canning’s  sincere,  liberal,  and  hona 
fide  support  as  a  co-operating  and  approving  col¬ 
league  : — that,  further,  Mr.  Canning,  having  thus 
in  his  pocket  Lord  Castlereagh’s  dismissal,  and 
having  arranged  with  the  Duke  of  Portland  that  it 
should  be  carried  into  execution  at  the  termination 
of  the  Walcheren  expedition,  did,  on  the  3rd  of 
September  (the  day  that  the  account  arrived  from 
Lord  Chatham  that  he  could  not  proceed  up  the 
Scheldt  to  Antwerp),  write  to  the  Duke  of  Port¬ 
land,  demanding  the  immediate  execution  of  the 
promise  made  to  him  : — that  Mr.  Canning  never 
contended  for  Lord  Castlereagh’s  removal  from  the 
government,  but  only  from  the  particular  office  he 
held,  and  into  wffiich  he  wished  to  introduce  Mar¬ 
quess  Wellesley  : — that  it  appeared  that  the  de¬ 
mand  of  the  fulfilment  of  the  promise  led  to  the 
immediate  resignation  of  the  Duke  of  Portland, 
and  subsequently  to  that  of  Mr.  Canning: — and, 
finally,  that,  as  soon  as  the  whole  of  this  unparal¬ 
leled  conduct  was,  at  this  late  period,  disclosed  to 
Lord  Castlereagh,  he  immediately  placed  his  re¬ 
signation  in  his  majesty’s  hands,  and  called  upon 
Mr.  Canning  for  satisfaction. 

In  his  counter-statement  Mr.  Canning  admitted 
that  so  long  ago  as  Easter  he  had  represented  to 
the  premier  the  insufficiency  of  the  government  as 
then  constituted  ;  and  had  requested  permission  to 
resign  his  office,  unless  some  change  should  be 
effected  ;  and  that  it  was  equally  true  that  it  Avas 
then  proposed  to  Mr.  Canning,  and  accepted  by 
him  as  the  condition  of  his  consenting  to  retain 
the  seals  of  the  foreign  office,  that  a  change  should 
be  made  in  the  war  department.  But  Mr.  Can¬ 
ning  denied  that  the  time  at  Avhich  that  change 
was  ultimately  proposed  to  he  made  was  of  his 
choice  ;  or  that  he  Avas  a  party  or  consenting  to 
the  concealment  of  that  intended  change  from  Lord 
Castlereagh.  Mr.  Canning  further  affirmed,  that, 
as  for  secrecy  and  concealment,  he  had  offered  to 
show  his  correspondence  Avith  the  Duke  of  Port¬ 
land  to  one  of  Lord  Castlereagh’s  most  intimate 
friends,  to  be  communicated  to  his  lordship  when¬ 
ever  he  might  think  proper ;  that  he  had  shoAAur 
that  intimate  friend  the  copy  of  a  letter  addressed 
to  the  Duke  of  Portland  in  the  month  of  July,  in 
AA'hich  he  (Mr.  C.)  requests,  “  in  justice  to  him¬ 
self,  that  it  may  be  remembered,  Avhenever  here¬ 
after  this  concealment  shall  be  alleged  (as  he 
doubts  not  that  it  Avill)  against  him  as  an  act  of 
injustice  toAvards  Lord  Castlereagh,  that  it  did  not 
originate  in  his  suggestion, — that,  so  far  from  de¬ 
siring  it,  he  conceived,  however  erroneously,  Lord 
Camden  to  be  the  sure  channel  of  communication 
to  Lord  Castlereagh,- — and  that  up  to  a  very  late 
])eriod  he  believed  such  communication  to  have 
been  actually  made;”  and  that  the  copy  of  this 
letter  and  of  the  Duke  of  Portland’s  answer  to  it 
“  acknoAvledging  Mr.  Canning’s  repeated  remon- 
stances  against  the  concealment,”  were  still  in  the 
possession  of  Lord  Castlereagh’s  friend  : — that  the 
first  communication  to  Lord  Camden  A\'as  made  on 
the  28th  of  April,  at  Mr.  C.’s  particular  desire ; 
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and  that,  Lord  Camden  being  the  near  connection 
and  most  confidential  friend  of  Lord  Castlereagh, 
it  never  occurred  to  Mr.  Canning  that  his  lordship 
could  have  kept  back  such  a  communication  from 
Lord  Castlereagh.  As  to  the  period  at  which  the 
change  in  the  war  department  was  to  take  place, 
Canning  said  he  was  induced,  in  the  first  instance, 
to  consent  to  its  postponement  till  the  rising  of 
parliament,  partly  by  the  representations  made  to 
him  of  the  inconveniences  attending  any  minis¬ 
terial  change  in  the  middle  of  a  session,  but  prin¬ 
cipally  from  a  consideration  of  the  particular  cir¬ 
cumstances  under  which  Lord  Castlereagh  stood  in 
the  House  of  Commons  after  Easter;  circum¬ 
stances  which  would  have  given  to  his  lordship’s 
removal  at  that  period  of  the  session  a  character 
which  it  was  certainly  no  part  of  Mr.  Canning’s 
wish  that  it  should  bear.*  Mr.  Canning  went  on 
to  declare  that  he  certainly  received  the  most  posi¬ 
tive  promise  that  a  change  in  the  war  department 
should  take  place  immediately  upon  the  close  of 
the  session  ;  but  that,  when  the  session  closed,  the 
earnest  and  repeated  entreaties  of  most  of  Lord 
Castlereagh’s  friends  in  the  cabinet  were  employed 
to  prevail  upon  him  (Canning)  to  consent  to  the 
postponement  of  the  arrangement ;  in  compliance 
with  which,  at  last,  and  most  reluctantly,  he  did 
give  his  consent  to  its  being  postponed  to  the 
period  proposed  by  Lord  Castlereagh’s  friends, 
namely,  the  termination  of  the  Walcheren  expedi¬ 
tion  then  in  preparation ;  doing  so,  however,  upon 
the  most  distinct  and  solemn  assurances  that, 
whatever  might  be  the  issue  of  that  expedition,  the 
change  should  take  place  at  that  period ;  that  the 
seals  of  the  war  department  should  then  be  offered 
to  Marquess  Wellesley  (the  person  for  whose  acces¬ 
sion  to  the  cabinet  Mr.  Canning  was  known  to  be 
most  anxious),  and  that  the  interval  should  be 
diligently  employed  by  Lord  Castlereagh’s  friends 
in  preparing  Lord  Casllereagh’s  mind  to  acquiesce 
in  such  an  arrangement.  He  added,  that  it  was 
matter  of  astonishment  to  him,  when,  on  the  issue 
of  the  expedition,  he  reminded  the  Duke  of  Port¬ 
land  that  the  time  was  now  come  for  his  grace  to 
write  to  Marquess  Wellesley,  to  find  that,  so  far 
from  the  interval  having  been  employed  by  Lord 
Castlereagh’s  friends  in  preparing  his  lordship  for 
the  change,  the  same  reserve  had  been  continued 
towards  him  against  which  he  (Mr.  C.)  had 
before  so  earnestly  remonstrated.  This  counter¬ 
statement  concluded  with  saying,  “  Being  in¬ 
formed  of  this  circumstance  by  the  Duke  of  Port¬ 
land,  and  learning  at  the  same  time  from  his  grace 
that  there  were  other  difficulties  attending  the 
promised  arrangement,  of  which  Mr.  Canning  had 
not  before  been  apprised,  and  that  the  Duke  of 
Portland  had  himself  come  to  a  determination  to 
retire  from  office,  Mr.  Canning  instantly,  and  be¬ 
fore  any  step  whatever  had  been  taken  towards 
carrying  the  promised  arrangement  into  effect, 

•  Tliis  allu(ie.s  to  the  East  Indi.awritership  which  Lord  CitsUcrcaRh, 
as  presulciit  of  the  Ijoaid  ol  control,  had  pl.aced  at  the  disposal  of  Ills 
uieiid  Lord  Clauearty,  and  td.the  crimiiialory  motion  made  in  tlie 
House  by  Lord  Archibald  Hamilton.  See  ante,  p.  370. 
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withdrew  his  claim,  and  requested  the  Duke  of 
Portland  to  tender  his  (Mr.  Canning’s)  resigna¬ 
tion,  at  the  same  time  with  his  grace’s,  to  the 
king.  This  was  on  Wednesday,  the  6th  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  previously  to  the  levee  of  that  day.” 
[Thus  Mr.  Canning  tendered  his  resignation  on 
the  third  day  after  the  reception  of  Earl  Chatham’s 
doleful  dispatch,  and  fourteen  days  before  Lord 
Castlereagh  called  him  to  account.]  “  All  ques¬ 
tion,”  the  statement  proceeded,  “  of  the  performance 
of  the  promise  made  to  Mr.  Canning  being  thus 
at  an  end,  the  reserve  which  Lord  Castlereagh’s 
friends  had  hitherto  so  perseveringly  practised 
towards  Lord  Castlereagh  appears  to  have  been 
laid  aside,  and  Lord  Castlereagh  was  now  made 
acquainted  with  the  nature  of  the  arrangement 
which  had  been  intended  to  have  been  proposed  to 
him.  What  may  have  been  the  reasons  which 
prevented  Lord  Castlereagh’s  friends  from  fulfill¬ 
ing  the  assurances  given  to  Mr.  Canning,  that  Lord 
Castlereagh’s  mind  should  be  prepared  by  their 
communication  for  the  arrangement  intended  to  be 
carried  into  effect,  and  what  the  motives  for  the 
disclosure  to  Lord  Castlereagh  after  the  arrange¬ 
ment  had  ceased  to  be  in  contemplation,  it  is  not 
for  Mr.  Canning  to  explain.” 

The  publication  of  these  papers  placed  Earl 
Camden,  who  wuis  president  of  the  council,  together 
with  some  other  friends  of  Lord  Castlereagh  who 
were  in  the  cabinet,  in  a  very  awkward  position. 
Lord  Canrden,  to  exonerate  himself,  published  a 
very  short  paper,  wherein  he  simply  declared, 
“  That  it  is  necessary  that  it  should  be  understood 
that,  however  Mr.  Canning  might  have  conceived 
the  communication  alluded  to  to  have  been  made 
to  Lord  Camden,  it  w'as  never  stated  to  Lord  Cam¬ 
den  that  the  communication  was  made  at  the  desire 
of  Mr.  Canning ;  and  that,  so  far  from  Lord 
Camden  having  been  authorised  to  make  the  com¬ 
munication  to  Lord  Castlereagh,  he  was  absolutely 
restricted  from  so  doing  ; — that,. as  it  may  also  be 
inferred  that  Lord  Camden  was  expected  to  pre¬ 
pare  Lord  Castlereagh’s  mind  for  the  proposed 
change,  it  is  necessary  that  it  should  be  understood 
that  Lord  Camden  never  engaged  to  communicate 
to  Lord  Castlereagh  any  circumstances  respecting 
it  before  the  termination  of  the  expedition.”  And 
here,  as  far  as  the  principals  were  concerned,  the 
matter  for  the  present  rested.*  This  was  indeed  a 

*  In  the  month  of  November  Mr  Canning?  published  two  more 
letters,  addressed  by  him  to  Lord  Gamilen,  in  \shich  ho  explained 
at  greater  leugtli  his  own  conduct,  juMifying  it,  and  altvibuling  the 
conduct  of  the  Duke  of  Portland,  in  the  reserve  practised  towards  Lord 
Castlereagh.  “to  that  gentleness  of  nature  \n Inch  eminently  distin¬ 
guished  him,  and  which  led  him  to  endeavour  to  I’levent  political 
differences  from  growing  into  personal  dissensions,  and  to  aim  at  ex¬ 
ecuting  whatever  arrangements  niiglit  be  expedient  for  improving  or 
strengtlumiug  the  administration  with  the  concurrence  (if  possible)  of 
all  its  existing  members.”  These  papers  run  to  a  great  length,  and 
we  can  only  lind  room  for  some  of  the  passages  in  which  Mr.  Canning 
defends  liimself  against  the  evil  impressions  which  Lord  Camden’s 
pid)lished  statement  seemed  calculated  to  make  upon  his  character, 
'eracity,  and  honour.  In  the  second  of  these  letters  Mr.  Canning 
says  to  I.,ord  Camden— 

“  This  siatemeut  appears  to  me  to  have  been  much  misunderstood. 
It  has  been  consirued  as  if  your  Lordship  had  meant  to  aver  that  what 
you  were  restricted /rum  doing  and  what  you  had  nut  engaged  to  rfowere 
one  and  the  same  thing  ;  wliereas  your  lordship’s  statement,  in  point 
of  fact,  contains  two  distinct  piopositions,  and  refers  to  two  separate 
periods  of  lime. 

“The  period  during  whicli  your  lordship  states  yourself  to  have 
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pitiful  story,  but  far  more  injurious  to  the  reputa¬ 
tion  of  the  cabinet  as  a  body  than  to  Mr.  Canning 
as  an  individual  member  of  it;  and  Lord  Castle- 
reagh  had  at  least  as  much  reason  to  complain  of 
his  own  friends  and  of  the  Duke  of  Portland  as  of 
Mr.  Canning.  There  appears,  however,  to  have 
been  no  good  ground  for  the  entire  blame  of  the 
Walcheren  expedition  being  throwm  upon  the 
secretary-at-war,  as  it  certainly  was  and  long  con¬ 
tinued  to  be,  by  the  majority  of  the  public  and 
by  nearly  all  parties.  He  w'as  only  responsible 
in  common  with  the  rest  of  the  cabinet,  who  con¬ 
sented  to  and  approved  of  that  enterprise  w’ithout 
a  sufficient  examination  of  the  nature  of  the 
country  and  of  the  numerous  difficulties  with 
which  it  must  inevitably  be  attended ;  and  it  was 
not  Lord  Castlereagh,  but  others,  that  appointed 
the  incompetent  Earl  of  Chatham  to  the  com¬ 
mand. 

The  ministers  that  remained  in  office  after  these 
three  resignations — with  Lord  Liverpool,  the  only 
remaining  secretary  of  state,  who  had  for  some  time 
to  perform  the  duty  of  the  home  office,  the  foreign 
office,  and  the  war  office — were  reduced  almost  to 
despair,  scarcely  knowing  where  to  look  for  a  new 
head  and  for  two  new  colleagues.  Their  situation 
appeared  at  first  so  forlorn,  that  (on  the  23rd  of 
September)  official  letters  were  addressed  to  Earl 
Grey,  the  now  leader  of  the  Foxite  Whigs,  and  to 
Lord  Grenville,  informing  them  that  his  Majesty 
had  authorised  Lord  Liverpool  and  Mr.  Perceval 
to  communicate  with  their  lordships  for  the  purpose 
of  forming  an  extended  and  combined  administra¬ 
tion.  To  this  invitation  Earl  Grey,  who  w'as  in 

Iv'en  *  absolute ii/  restricted*  from  making  a  communication  to  Lord 
Castlereagh  extends  from  tlie  28th  of  April,  on  wliich  day  the  first 
communication  was  made  by  the  Duke  of  Portland  to  your  lord- 
ship,  to  the  time  at  which  the  proposed  arrangement  for  the  new  dis¬ 
tribution  of  ihe  business  of  the  M'ar  department  was  superseded  by  your 
lordship’s  tender  of  your  resignation. 

‘‘  The  period  during  whicii  your  lordship  states  yourself  ‘  not  to  have 
engaged*  to  make  a  communication  to  Lord  Castlereagh  extends  from 
the  time  of  the  tender  of  your  Lordship’s  resignation  to  the  termination 
of  the  expedition  to  the  Scheldt. 

“It  ought,  however,  to  be  observed,  that  daring  the  first  of  these 
two  periods — from  the  28lh  of  April  to  the  12th  of  July — the  nature 
of  the  communication  to  be  made  to  Lord  Casilere.igh  aiul  the  nature 
of  the  restriction  imposed  upon  your  lord>hip  were  entirely  changed. 

Previously  to  the  8tU  of  June,  the  communication  which  your 
lordship  would  have  had  to  make  to  Lord  Castlereagh  was  simply  that 
1  had  represented  the  expediency  of  a  change  either  in  his  department 
or  in  mine,  and  ihat  no  decision  whatever  had  yet  been  taken  upon 
this  representation. 

“  With  respect  to  t/iis  communication,  it  does  not  appear  that  the 
restriction  upon  your  lordship  was  absolute  and  indefiuite. — But  I 
knew  nothing  of  its  existence. 

“  Subsequently  to  the  8tli  of  June,  the  communication  to  be  made  to 
Lord  Caitlere.igh  was,  that  an  arrangement  was  in  contemplation  for 
a  new  distribution  of  the  business  of  the  war  department. 

“With  respect  to  f/u‘s  communication,  not  only  was  the  restriction 
upon  your  lonlship  not  indefinitely  continued,  but  your  lordship 
actually  received  on  the  28tli  of  June  zn  mjunctiun  to  make  this  cum- 
municatiim  to  Lord  Castlereagh  at  a  ]’criod  distinctly  specified,  viz., 
the  sailing  of  the  expedition.  And  this  injunctiou  was  only  super¬ 
seded  by  a  voluntary  act  of  your  lordship’s — your  lender  of  your  own 
resignation  on  the  12th  of  July  as  the  basis  of  another  arrangement. 

'*  Duviug  the  whole  of  the  period,  from  the  28th  of  April  to  the  12tli 
of  July,  the  concealment  practised  towards  Lord  Castlereagh  was 
either  without  my  knowledge  and  contrary  to  my  belief,  or  it  was 
against  my  earnest  remonstrances. 

“  It  was  without  my  knowledge  and  contrary  to  my  belief  up  to  the 
week  in  which  parliament  rose ;  and  from  that  time  forth  it  was 
against  my  earnest  remonstrances.” 

It  does  not  appear  that  Earl  Camden  ever  gave  any  printed  or 
public  answer  to  this  public  letter.  He  bad  threatened  to  resign  at 
the  time  of  the  lui  moil,  but  he  remained  president  of  the  council  when 
liie  Duke  of  Portland,  Canning,  and  Castlereagh  had  all  thrown  up 
their  places. 


Northumberland,  replied  at  once  that  be  would 
not  enter  into  any  coalition  with  the  ministers  now 
in  place.  Lord  Grenville,  who  was  in  Cornwall, 
replied  that  he  would  lose  no  time  in  repairing  to 
town,  and  begged  leave  to  defer  all  observations  till 
his  arrival.  The  day  after  his  arrival  in  town  he 
sent  an  answer  conformable  to  that  of  Earl  Grey."^ 
Great  hopes  were  now  entertained  by  the  ad¬ 
verse  party  that  the  ministry  would  fall  to  pieces 
altogether.  It  was  said,  as  on  some  former  occa¬ 
sions,  that  high  offices  and  places  went  a-begging, 
and  that  none  could  be  found  to  accept  them.  At 
one  moment  it  was  reported  that  the  Hon.  R. 
Dundas,  son  of  Lord  Melville,  and  now  president 
of  the  hoard  of  control,  would  be  put  into  Castle- 
reagh’s  place  in  the  war-office ;  but  this  came  to 
nothing.  The  only  hope  of  the  ministry  now 
rested  upon  the  Marcpiess  Wellesley.  Hints  were 
thrown  out  that  the  marquess  would  not  join  any 
administration  in  which  Mr.  Canning  was  not  in¬ 
cluded.  But  the  marquess  came  home  from  Spain, 
being  succeeded  in  his  embassy  by  his  brother 
Henry  (now  Lord  Cowley),  and  accepted,  not  the 
war  department,  which  Canning  had  destined  for 
him,  but  the  office  of  foreign  affairs,  which  Can¬ 
ning  himself  had  vacated.  Early  in  December 
the  ministerial  arrangements  were  completed,  Mr. 
Perceval  taking  the  place  of  the  deceased  premier 
the  Duke  of  Portland,  thus  uniting  in  himself,  as 
Mr.  Pitt  and  Mr.  Addington  had  done  before  him, 
the  offices  of  first  lord  of  the  treasury  and  chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  exchequer.  The  loss  of  the  Duke  of 
Portland  was  little  more  than  that  of  a  name  ;  hut 
the  loss  of  the  eloquent  pen  and  the  still  more  elo¬ 
quent  tongue  of  Canning — the  best  debater,  and, 
on  the  whole,  perhaps  the  greatest  orator  now  in 
parliament — was  a  most  serious  loss ;  and  the  se¬ 
cession  of  Mr.  Huskisson,  who  resigned  his  seat  at 
the  treasury,  was  also  felt  and  regretted.  As  if 
his  previous  domestic  employment  had  particularly 
qualified  him  fur  the  war  department,  the  Earl  of 
Liverpool  was  transferred  from  the  home  office  to 
the  office  which  Lord  Castlereagh  had  quitted, 
becoming  secretary  of  state  for  the  department  of 
war  and  the  colonies,  and  being  succeeded  in  the 
home  office  by  the  Hon.  R.  Ryder.  Lord  Palmer¬ 
ston  became  under  secretary-at-war  in  lieu  of  Sir 
James  Pulteney.  These  were  all  the  changes  that 
were  made.  It  was  expected  that  Canning  would 
join  his  powerful  voice  to  opposition,  and  the 

*  After  saying  that,  under  the  circumstances  there  mentioned,  he 
felt  s-atisfied  that  the  communication  nroposed  in  Perceval’s  letter 
could  not  be  productive  of  any  public  advantage,  Earl  Grenville 
added— 

“1  trust  I  need  not  say  that  this  opinion  is  neither  founded  in  any 
sentiment  of  personal  hostility,  nor  in  a  desire  of  unnecessarily  pro¬ 
longing  political  differences. 

“  To  compose,  nut  to  inllame,  the  divisions  of  the  empire  has  always 
been  my  anxious  wish,  and  is  now,  more  than  ever,  the  duty  of  every 
loyal  sul'jeot ;  but  my  accession  to  the  existing  administration  could, 
I  am  confident,  in  no  respect  contribute  to  this  object ;  nor  could  it,  I 
think,  be  considered  in  any  other  light  than  as  a  dereliciiun  of  public 
principle 

“This  answer,  which  I  must  have  given  to  any  such  proposal  if 
made  while  the  government  was  yet  entire,  cannot  be  varied  by  the 
retreat  of  some  of  its  members. 

My  objects  are  not  personal:  they  apply  to  ihe  principle  of  the 
govemmeni  itself,  and  to  the  circumstances  which  attended  us  appoint¬ 
ment'* 
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cabinet  was  generally  considered  as  but  weak  and 
tottering  when  parliament  met. 

A.D.  1810.  Tlie  session  opened  on  the  23rd  of 
January.  The  king’s  speech  was  again  delivered 
by  commission.  It  had  cost  ministers  no  small 
pains  to  draw  it  up,  for  there  were  few  subjects 
for  congratulation.  The  most  was  made  of  the 
very  little  that  had  been  effected  by  the  Walcheren 
expedition,  the  loss  of  life  and  the  immense  cost 
being  piassed  over  in  silence.  There  was  but  one 
bright  ray  to  relieve  the  gloom,  and  that  was  Wel¬ 
lington’s  victory  at  Talavera,  which  w'as  correctly 
termed  “  the  glorious  victory.”  As  for  Austria, 
the  speech  declared  that,  although  she  had  under¬ 
taken  the  war  without  encouragement  on  the  part 
of  his  majesty,  every  effort  had  been  made  for  her 
assistance  rvhich  his  majesty  deemed  consistent 
with  the  support  of  his  allies  and  the  interests  of 
his  own  dominions.  Amendments,  strongly  con¬ 
demning  the  ministerial  direction  of  the  whole 
war,  and  particularly  the  Walcheren  expedition, 
Avere  moved  in  both  Houses,  but  were  rejected  by 
144  to  92  in  the  Lords,  and  by  263  to  IGl  in  the 
Commons.  Lord  Castleieagh  warmly  defended 
his  own  conduct,  and  not  only  the  share  he  had  in 
that  enterprise,  but  also  the  whole  of  the  expedi¬ 
tion  to  the  Scheldt  as  originally  planned.  It  was 
not  his  fault  if  a  good  plan  had  been  badly  ex¬ 
ecuted  :  it  was  a  coup  tie  main  against  the  naval 
power  of  the  enemy  and  a  diversion  in  favour  of 
Germany  that  was  intended,  and  not  the  capture  of 
Walcheren  alone.  It  was  Bonaparte’s  practice  to 
slight  distant  diversions  ;  but,  when  he  should  thus 
be  attacked  in  a  vital  point,  it  was  reasonable  to 
expect  that  it  Avould  operate  powerfully  in  favour 
of  our  allies.  He  was  not  ignorant  of  the  nature 
of  the  climate  of  Walcheren  at  that  season  of  the 
year ;  but  it  was  never  intended  by  government 
that  our  army  should  be  locked  up  there  for  such 
a  length  of  time.  He  had  expected  that  our 
troops  would  be  employed  in  a  dry  healthy  country 
between  Walcheren  and  Bergen-op-Zoom.  But 
even  the  unhealthiness  of  Walcheren  had  never 
been  considered  as  a  bar  to  our  occupancy  :  we 
had  held  that  island  thirty-one  years  during  the 
existence  of  the  Barrier  Treaty,  and  we  had  had  it 
in  our  ])osscssion  since  then.  With  the  evacua¬ 
tion  of  the  island  he  (Lord  Castlereagb)  had  had 
nothing  whatever  to  do.  hlr.  Canning  said  that 
he  never  would  have  consented  to  the  expedition 
if  he  had  conceived  that  nothing  greater  would 
have  been  accomplished.  But  he  had  thought 
that  the  capture  and  possession  of  the  naval  arsenal 
at  Antwerp — a  British  object  of  the  first  import¬ 
ance — would  have  been  the  result ;  and  that  some 
support  was  due  to  our  friends  the  patriots  of  Ger¬ 
many.  General  Tarleton  thought  that  a  most 
peculiar  degree  of  responsibility  lay  upon  Lord 
Chatham,  who  was  at  one  and  the  same  time  a 
cabinet  minister  (master-general  of  the  ordnance) 
and  commander-in-chief  of  the  expedition  ;  and 
other  orators — among  whom  was  Mr.  Whitbread, 
who  prognosticated  that  Lord  Wellington  would 
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be  compelled  to  evacuate  Portugal  in  the  spring, 
as  Chatham  had  been  compelled  to  evacuate  Wal¬ 
cheren  in  the  autumn — animadverted  very  severely 
on  the  whole  of  the  conduct  of  the  unlucky  general. 

On  the  26th  of  January,  Lord  Porchester,  in 
the  Commons,  moved  that  the  House  should  resolve 
itself  into  a  committee  to  inquire  into  the  conduct 
and  policy  of  the  late  expedition  to  the  Scheldt ; 
and  the  motion  was  carried,  against  all  the  exertions 
of  ministers,  by  a  majority  of  nine,  the  numbers 
being  195  against  186.  It  was  impossible  Tor 
such  an  inquiry  to  be  properly  conducted  by  a 
committee  of  the  whole  House  of  Commons  ;  and 
there  were  serious  and  very  obvious  objections  to  a 
public  disclosure  of  all  the  projects  which  had  been 
entertained,  and  of  all  the  military  blunders  which 
had  been  committed.  These  objections  were  of 
such  weight,  and  ministers  were  so  anxious  to  coir- 
ceal  the  national  weakness  and  dishonour  from 
Bonaparte,  who  regularly  had  the  English  news¬ 
papers  and  parliamentary  reports  translated  to  him, 
and  who  always  took  most  of  his  notions  respecting 
this  country  from  the  exaggerated  party  speeches 
of  our  opposition  members,  that  it  was  resolved  to 
enforce  the  standing  order  for  the  exclusion  of 
strangers  during  the  inquiry.  But  in  spite  of  this 
precaution  our  disgrace  in  the  Walcheren  affair 
was  blazoned  to  the  rvorld,  for  minutes  of  the  evi¬ 
dence  were  published  notwithstanding  the  order  of 
the  House,  and,  being  carried  over  to  Paris,  -were 
inserted  at  full  length  in  the  Moniteur,  as  consoling 
proofs  of  the  incapacity  of  our  ministers  and  mili¬ 
tary  commanders.  Though  evidently  screened  and 
protected  by  the  court,  and  defended  to  the  utmost 
by  the  ministry,  the  Earl  of  Chatham  found  himself 
under  the  necessity  of  resigning  his  office  of  master- 
general  of  the  ordnance.*  After  many  long  and 
tempestuous  debates,  the  condemnatory  resolutions, 
drawn  up  as  logical  consequences  from  the  facts 
which  had  been  produced  in  evidence,  being  moved 
by  Lord  Porchester,  were  negatived,  but  only  by 
216  against  221.  General  Craufurd  then  made  two 
motions,  the  first  approving  the  conduct  of  ministers 
with  regard  to  the  policy  of  the  expedition,  and  the 
second  approving  the  retention  of  Walcheren  after 
it  had  been  found  that  Antwerp  was  not  to  be  cap¬ 
tured ;  and  the  first  was  carried  by  212  against 
232,  and  the  second  by  255  against  232. 

The  enforcement  of  the  standing  order  for  the 
exclusion  of  strangers  not  only  failed  in  the  object 
for  which  it  was  intended,  but  led  to  new  troubles 
and  disgraceful  scenes.  There  was  at  this  time  a 
debating  society  in  London,  called  the  “British 
Forum,”  the  president  and  chief  orator  of  which 
Avas  one  John  Gale  Jones,  a  very  obscure  individual, 
Avho  Avas  suddeidy  and  unexpectedly  raised  into  the 
dignity  of  a  patriot  and  a  martyr.  This  manager 
Jones  proposed  the  matter  as  a  proper  subject  of 
discussion  in  his  Forum,  and  afterwards  placarded 
the  walls  Avith  hand-bills  stating  that,  “  after  an 

*  The  Karl  of  Chatham  was  succeeileil  in  the  ordnance  hy  Lord 
Mulgrave,  who  w;is  succeeded  in  Ids  post  of  thst  lord  of  the  admiialty 
hy  Mr.  Yorke  j  but  these  appointments  did  not  take  place  for  some 
weeks. 
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interesting  discussion,  it  had  been  unanimously 
decided  that  the  enforcement  of  the  standing  orders, 
by  shutting  out  strangers  from  the  gallery  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  ought  to  be  censured  as  an 
insidious  and  ill-timed  attack  upon  the  liberty  of 
the  press,  as  tending  to  aggravate  the  discontents 
of  the  people,  and  to  render  their  representatives 
objects  of  jealous  suspicion.”  The  same  placards 
proposed  as  a  question  for  the  next  night’s  meeting 
of  the  society,  “  Which  was  the  greater  outrage 
upon  public  feeling,  Mr.  Yorke’s  enforcement  of 
the  standing  orders  or  Mr.  Windham’s  recent 
attack  upon  the  liberty  of  the  press  ?”*  Of  all 
this  Mr.  Yorke  complained  in  the  House,  on  the 
19th  of  February,  as  a  gross  violation  of  the  privi¬ 
leges  of  the  House.  On  the  20th,  the  printer  of 
the  hand-bills,  being  brought  to  the  bar,  expressed 
his  contrition,  and  gave  up  the  name  of  his  author. 
On  the  morrow,  the  president  of  the  Forum  himself 
was  brought  a  prisoner  to  the  bar,  and  was,  by  the 
unanimous  vote  of  the  House,  committed  to  New¬ 
gate.  On  the  12th  of  March,  Sir  Francis  Eurdett 
moved  that  John  Gale  Jones  should  be  discharged ; 
and  in  so  doing  he  questioned  the  legality  of  the 
commitment,  and  the  privilege  and  power  of  par¬ 
liament.  Several  of  his  party,  though  hot  reformers 
like  himself,  fell  from  his  side  on  this  question, 
and  he  was  outvoted  by  153  to  14.  A  few  days 
after  the  debate  Sir  Francis  printed  his  speech  in 
an  enlarged  form,  and  with  more  offensive  language 
than  he  had  used  in  the  House.  He  published  it 
in  Cobbett’s  Weekly  Register,  putting  his  own  name 
to  it,  and  introducing  it  with  a  letter  to  his  con¬ 
stituents.  The  thing  was  a  libel  nearly  from  begin¬ 
ning  to  end — a  passionate  and  dangerous  appeal 
from  the  authority  of  parliament  to  the  excited 
people ; — but  the  passages  which  seemed  more 
peculiarly  to  demand  punishment  were  those  in 
which  he  denied  the  right  of  the  House  to  commit 
for  breach  of  privilege,  and  asked  whether  our 
liberty  should  lie  at  the  mercy  of  the  House  of  Com¬ 
mons,  which  House  he  characterised  as  “  a  part 
of  our  jeUow-suhjects  collected  together  by  means 
which  it  is  not  necessary  to  described^  On  the 
27th  of  March,  Mr.  Lethbridge,  member  for  Somer¬ 
setshire,  brought  the  matter  before  the  House. 
Whitbread  succeeded  in  carrying  an  adjournment 
till  the  morrow,  and  the  question  was  then  further 
adjourned  till  the  5th  of  April,  when  it  was  carried, 
by  a  majority  of  thirty-eight,  that  Sir  Francis  Bur- 
dett  should  be  committed  to  the  Tower  under  the 
warrant  of  the  Speaker,  as  guilty  of  a  libel  on  the 

*  In  tlie  course  of  the  debate  upon  Mr.  Yoike’s  motion  for  enforcing 
the  standing  order  against  strangers  in  the  gallery,  NVindham  had 
certainly  delivered  some  rather  heretical  opinions  about  the  liberty 
of  the  press.  But  lie  appears  to  have  been  excited  thereto  by  a  great 
deal  of  extravagance  and  ihapsody  from  Sheridan  and  others. 

t  The  language  of  the  letter  ^^as  intemperate  and  ad  cnptandum 
throughout :  the  illustrations  were  of  that  kind  most  likely  to  excite 
such  of  the  common  people  as  had  passions  stronger  than  their  reason¬ 
ing  faculties.  Scriptural  illustration  was  not  spared.  “  One  cannot,” 
said  Sir  Francis,  “  wiih  such  impressions  in  one’s  mind,  help  enter¬ 
taining  a  fear  that  the  gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons  may  be 
in  danger  of  incurring  the  sentence  of  St.  Paul  upon  the  insolent  and 
tyrannical  hiuh-priest  Ananias,  who  had  commanded  him  to  be  stricken 
for  opeuiug  his  mouth  in  his  own  defeace : — ‘  God  shall  smite  thee, 
thou  whited  wall:  For  siltest  thou  to  judge  me  after  the  law,  and 
commuiidest  me  to  be  smiuen  cmitrary  to  the  law  r’  ** 


House.  Sir  Francis  shut  himself  up  in  his  man¬ 
sion  in  Piccadilly,  barring  bis  doors  and  windows, 
and  declaring  that  he  would  yield  only  to  force. 
On  the  6th,  he  seivt  a  letter  to  the  Speaker  expres¬ 
sive  of  this  resolution,  of  bis  contempt  for  the 
House,  and  his  conviction  that  the  warrant  was 
illegal.  An  immense  mob  now  gathered  near  bis 
mansion,  shouting  “  Eurdett  for  ever  !”  and  compel¬ 
ling  all  passengers,  whether  on  foot  or  riding  in 
carriages  or  on  horseback,  to  pull  off  their  hats  and 
join  in  the  cry.  The  lord  privy  seal,  the  Earl  of 
Westmoreland,  was  assaulted  and  covered  with 
mud,  as  were  sundry  other  individuals  of  less  note. 
The  far  greater  part  of  these  poor  fellows  intended 
nothing  more  serious  than  that  amusement  which 
they  call  “  a  lark but  a  few  fanatic  demagogues 
glided  among  them,  and  harangued  them  over 
their  beer,  and  at  night  they  were  joined  by  thieves 
and  pickpockets,  by  all  the  rascality  of  London 
and  Westminster,  who  hoped  to  make  good  booty 
in  that  immense  crowd.  A  party  began  to  break 
windows,  an  example  which  other  parties  were  stire 
to  follow.  In  rapid  succession  the  windows  of  Mr. 
Yorke,  Lord  Chatham,  Sir  Robert  Peel,  the  Duke  of 
Montrose,'Lord  Westmoreland,  Sir  John  Anstruther, 
the  Marquess  Wellesley,  Mr.  Wellesley  Pole,  Lord 
Castlereagh,  and  many  others,  were  smashed.  Wind- 
ham’swindows  escaped,  for  they  could  not  find  his 
house.  But  by  this  time  the  horse  guards  were  out, 
and  several  corps  of  volunteers  were  called  to  quar¬ 
ters.  The  troops  scoured  the  streets,  and  by  two 
o’clock  in  the  morning  the  mob  dispersed,  some  with 
broken  heads  and  some  with  other  men’s  watches 
in  their  pockets.  In  the  course  of  the  following 
day  the  serjeant-at-arms,  with  the  Speaker’s  war¬ 
rant  in  his  hand,  gained  admission  into  Sir  Francis’s 
house ;  but  the  baronet  put  the  warrant  in  his 
pocket,  and  his  friend  Mr.  O'Connor  led  the  ser¬ 
jeant-at-arms  down  stairs,  and  to  the  door,  telling 
him  that  out  he  must  go,  if  not  by  fair  means,  then 
by  foul.  Placards  of  a  very  inflammable  nature, 
and  addressed  to  the  people,  were  stuck  up  in 
several  parts  of  the  town,  and  ])arlicularly  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  Tower.  About  noon  a  troop 
of  the  life  guards  and  a  company  of  the  foot  guards 
took  post  before  Sir  Francis’s  house.  This  did 
not  prevent  the  mob  from  pursuing  the  same 
courses  as  on  the  preceding  evening  ;  and  several 
respectable  persons  travelling  on  the  outside  of 
stage-coaches  through  that  great  western  thorough¬ 
fare  were  much  injured  because  they  did  not  suffi¬ 
ciently  wave  their  hats  or  raise  their  voices.  At 
length  the  life  guards  were  ordered  to  clear  the 
street.  The  rabble  fled  as  usual,  but  they  soon 
returned,  and  the  commotion  assumed  so  serious 
an  aspect  that  it  was  thought  proper  to  read  the 
Riot  Act.  During  this  operation  Sir  Francis  from 
time  to  time  showed  himself  at  the  window,  and 
was  cheered  by  the  mob.  He  was  visited  by  Lord 
Cochrane,  Lord  Folkstone,  Colonel  Wardle,  Major 
Cartwright,  the  Earl  of  Thanet,  Mr.  Coke  of  Nor¬ 
folk,  Mr.  Whitbread,  and  other  political  and  private 
friends,  nearly  all  of  whom  are  said  to  have  im- 
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plored  him  to  put  an  end  to  a  farce  which  might 
probably  end  in  a  tragedy  for  some,  or  to  yield 
obedience  to  the  Speaker’s  warrant  now  that  enough 
had  beeu  done  to  constitute  a  case  for  the  trial  of 
the  right  of  the  House  of  Commons.  But  the 
baronet,  who  had  been  carried  shoulder-high  by 
the  people  on  several  occasions,  would  not  yield  to 
this  reasonable  advice,  and  probably  there  were 
other  friends  besides  the  hot  Mr.  O’Connor  who 
recommended  a  very  different  course.  To  keep 
up  the  commotion.  Sir  Francis  wrote  a  letter  to 
the  sheriffs  of  Middlesex,  complaining  that  an  at¬ 
tempt  was  made  to  deprive  him  of  his  liberty, 
under  the  authority  of  an  instrument  which  he 
knew  to  be  illegal,  and  that  his  house  was  beset 
by  a  military  force ;  avowing  his  determination 
never  to  yield  a  voluntary  obedience,  but  to  resist 
the  execution  of  such  a  warrant  by  all  the  legal 
means  in  his  power ;  and  calling  upon  the  sheriffs, 
ns  the  constitutional  officers  appointed  to  protect 
the  inhabitants  of  the  bailiwick  from  violence  and 
oppression,  to  furnish  him  with  the  aid  with  which 
the  laws  had  provided  them,  by  calling  out  either 
the  posse  comitatus  or  such  other  force  as  the  case 
and  circumstance  might  require.  The  govern¬ 
ment,  wholly  unprepared  for  this  sort  of  resistance, 
were  greatly  perplexed;  and  the  magistrates  acted 
with  timid  indecision,  doubting  whether  it  was  or 
was  not  lawful  to  use  force  iu  executing  the 
Speaker’s  warrant.  At  last,  Mr.  Perceval,  the 
premier,  advised  the  serjeant-at-arms  to  take  the 
opinion  of  Sir  Vicary  Gibbs,  the  attorney- general. 
Mistakes  were  committed  in  the  drawing  up  of  the 
legal  case  to  be  laid  before  him ;  and  the  crown 
lawyer  gave  a  reply  which  went  rather  to  increase 
than  diminish  the  embarrassment  and  indecision, 
for  he  left  it  doubtful  whether,  if  death  should 
ensue  ou  executing  the  speaker’s  warrant  by  force, 
the  serjeant-at-arms  would  not  lie  open  to  an  in¬ 
dictment  for  murder;  as  also  whether  any  person 
in  the  contest  that  should  think  proper  to  kill  the 
serjeant-at-arms  could  be  held  in  law  guilty  of 
murder.* 

Mr.  Matthew  Wood,  who  chanced  to  be.  one  of 
the  sheriffs  this  year,  professed  the  same  political 
yjrinciples  and  the  same  eagerness  for  parliamentary 
reform  as  Sir  Francis  Burdett ;  the  alderman  was 
indeed  now  and  long  afterwards  a  sort  of  satellite 
to  the  bareont.  After  communicating  Sir  Francis’s 
letter  for  the  aid  of  the  posse  comitatus,  &c.  to 
the  lord  mayor.  Sheriff  Wood  posted  off  to  the 
Speaker  to  augment  his  perplexities  by  showing 
him  the  letter  and  asking  his  advice  upon  it. 
Abbot,  the  Speaker,  got  rid  of  the  un])leasant 
visitor  by  telling  him  that  he  had  done  his  duty, 
and  that  no  doubt  the  sheriffs  would  know  how  to 

•  The  fault  mi^ht  be  in  the  law  or  in  the  want  of  precedent,  and 
not  in  S.r  Vicary  Giblw;  hut  it  appeared  hard  to  leave  an  unlearned 
serjeaut  at  anus  to  judge  for  himself  when  the  learned  attorney- 
general  would  not  judge  for  him;  and  the  amount  of  Sir  Vicary's 
answer,  as  w.is  said  l)y  Sir  John  Anstnnher  in  the  debate  of  Momlay, 
the  9th  of  April,  was  just  this— “  S  'rjeaut-at  arms,  go  and  execute 
vour  warrant ;  you  shall  liave  all  possible  aid,  bo.h  ci\il  .md  miliiary  ; 
1)ut  then  we  can’t  say  how  far  you  may  huvfully  go:  never  mind, 
however,  do  your  duty,  ami  then  no  matter  whether  iu  the  event  you 
are  liaiiged  for  it  or  not.” 
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do  theirs.  Mr.  Sheriff  Wood,  choosing  to  consider 
the  letter  which  he  had  received  as  “  an  intimation 
of  a  disturbance,  of  which,  as  conservator  of  the 
peace,  he  was  bound  to  take  official  notice,”  went 
straight  to  the  beleaguered  mansion  in  Piccadilly. 
Sir  Francis,  glad  to  see  so  dear  a  friend  or  so  warm 
a  partisan,  requested  Mr.  Sheriff  Wood  to  pass 
the  night  in  the  house  in  order  to  protect  him  by 
the  civil  power  against  tyranny  and  military  force. 
Wood  readily  consented,  and  called  in  his  colleague 
Mr.  Sheriff  Atkins,  when  they  jointly  addressed  a 
letter  to  the  secretary  of  state  for  the  home  depart¬ 
ment,  enclosing  a  copy  of  Burdett’s  letter  to  them, 
and  requiring  his  instructions  how  to  act.  Mr. 
Ryder,  the  new  secretary,  replied  that  it  was  not 
for  him  to  deliver  any  opinion  upon  the  baronet’s 
letter ;  but  that  he  could  have  no  doubt  that  the 
sheriff's  would  feel  it  to  be  their  duty  to  give  every 
assistance  which  might  be  required  of  them  in  aid 
of  the  Speaker’s  warrant,  rather  than  think  of 
offering  any  resistance  to  it.  With  the  aid  of  the 
baronet’s  pantry  and  cellar  the  night  passed  off 
pleasantly  enough,  and  at  about  three  o’clock  iu 
the  morning  the  sheriffs  shook  hands  and  with¬ 
drew,  expressing  their  decided  opinion  that  no 
attempt  w'ould  then  be  made  to  break  into  the 
house.  Serious  mischief  had,  however,  been  done 
in  the  course  of  the  preceding  evening.  Unluckilv, 
it  chanced  to  be  a  Saturday  evening,  when  the 
working  people  were  released  from  their  labours 
and  had  money  iu  their  pockets  to  buy  drink. 
There  were  a  few  hundreds  of  German  cavalry  at 
this  time  in  England  waiting  to  be  conveyed  to  the 
peninsula — brave  but  quiet  and  inoffensive  men, 
who  wore  the  sad  mementos  of  the  old  Duke  of 
Brunswick,  or  who  had  been  raised  by  his  gallant 
son  and  other  expatriated  princes  to  fight  against 
the  common  enemy.  A  portion  of  the  public  press 
had  represented  these  few  hundred  Germans  as 
highly  dangerous  to  the  liberties  and  the  constitu¬ 
tion  of  England,  and,  since  these  Gale  Jones  and 
Burdett  turmoils  had  begun,  great  pains  had  been 
taken  to  exasperate  this  feeling,  and  hand-hills  had 
been  distributed  filled  with  iuffammatory  declama¬ 
tions  against  foreign  troops.  In  the  course  of  the 
Saturday  it  had  been  deemed  necessary  to  call  out 
a  few  more  troops.  Among  these  was  a  party  of 
English  light  dragoons,  who  wore  a  uniform  which 
was  new  to  the  London  mob.  A  cry  was  set  up 
that  these  men  were  German  mercenaries  employed 
to  cut  the  throats  of  the  people.  The  military  were 
hooted  and  pelted,  and,  what  was  much  worse  and 
far  more  rare,  several  shots  were  fired  at  them. 
The  soldiers  bore  these  insults  and  outrages  with  a 
forbearance  of  which  none  but  disciplined  English 
troops  are  capable;  and,  even  after  one  of  their 
comrades  had  beeu  shot  with  a  ball  through  the 
jaw,  they  were  not  allowed  to  load  their  pistols  till 
the  magistrates  had  once  more  read  the  Riot  Act, 
and  made  fruitless  endeavours  to  repress  the 
tumult.  The  magistrates,  the  civil  officers,  as  well 
as  the  soldiers  and  their  commanders,  were  as¬ 
saulted  with  mud  and  stones,  A.t  length  a  few 
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cavalry  pistols  were  drawn  from  their  holsters  and 
discharged  in  self-defence,  and  one  man  in  Picca¬ 
dilly  fell  mortally  wounded. 

On  Sunday  morning,  at  seven  o’clock,  the  ser¬ 
jeant-at-arms,  attended  by  a  party  of  police-officers, 
once  more  demanded  quiet  entrance  into  the  house, 
and,  being  denied  it,  he  stationed  messengers  to 
watch  tbe  house,  and  remained  with  his  deputy  in 
the  neighbourliood  to  apprehend  Sir  Francis  in 
case  he  should  come  out.  The  morning  was  very 
fine  and  all  that  part  of  the  town  soon  became 
crowded,  but  far  more  by  the  curious  than  by  the 
mischievous.  Many,  however,  there  were  de¬ 
cidedly  bent  upon  mischief,  and  while  some  of 
these  picked  the  pockets  of  the  unwary,  others 
hissed  and  groaned  or  threw  stones  and  filth  at  the 
soldiery.  II  they  had  been  French  troops,  no  power 
on  earth  would  have  prevented  a  charge  and  a  car¬ 
nage  ;  but  our  men  behaved  as  they  had  done 
before.*  But  they  felt,  and  some  of  them  said, 
that  they  would  rather  be  in  the  hottest  of  a  battle 
like  that  of  Talavera,  than  be  sitting  there  like 
statues  to  be  insulted  and  injured  and  covered  with 
filth  by  a  mob  of  their  own  countrymen.  About 
one  o’clock  in  the  afternoon  the  two  sheriffs  waited 
again  upon  Sir  Francis.  Sheriff  Wood  had  still 
no  doubt  as  to  the  illegality  of  the  Speaker’s  w^ar- 
rant,  or  as  to  the  right  of  continuing  to  resist  it; 
but  Sheriff  Atkins  now  declared  that  he  thought  the 
warrant  must  be  obeyed,  because  it  directed  that  the 
serjeant-at-arms  of  the  House  of  Commons  should 
call  on  all  mayors,  sherifis,  magistrates,  &c.  to 
assist  in  its  execution.  Sheriff  Wood  then  trudged 
away  to  the  magistrates  who  were  assembled  at  the 
Gloucester  Coflee-house,  Piccadilly,  and,  according 
to  his  own  account,  remonstrated  with  them  against 
ordering  the  soldiers  to  act,  telling  them  that  if 
any  death  ensued  he  would  indict  them  all  for 
murder. t 

The  life  guards  stationed  near  Burdett’s  house 
continued  patiently  to  bear  the  insults  of  the  mob, 
presenting,  how'ever,  their  pistols  from  time  to  time 
in  the  hope  of  intimidating  them.  But,  at  last,  the 
guards  made  a  charge,  yet  so  as  to  disperse  the 
people  without  injuring  them.  The  mob  opened 
and  fled  on  all  sides ;  but  as  soon  as  the  guards 
returned  to  their  post  they  rallied,  and  continued 
the  same  annoying  warfare  as  before.  But  it  was 
now  dusk  and  raining  in  torrents ;  and  the  dark¬ 
ness  and  the  rain  drove  away  many  tliousands. 
Still  the  more  dangerous  part  of  the  mob  re¬ 
mained  ;  and  these  heroes,  being  driven  from  the 
western  end  of  Piccadilly,  gathered  in  force  between 

*  One  of  the  mob  threw  a  handful  of  mud  right  into  the  face  of  a 
dragoon,  who  merely  wiped  off  the  tilth,  rode  up  to  the  fellow,  and 
said,  “  You  rascal  1  If  I  had  not  a  sword  and  pistols  I  would  get  off  my 
horse  and  break  every  bone  in  your  skin  !  Don’t  do  that  again.” 

+  The  magistrates,  however,  publicly  contradicted  this,  aflirming 
that  they  never  heard  Sheriff  Wood  use  any  such  threatening  language” 
and  that  his  appearance  at  the  Gloucester  Colfee-house  and  his  inter¬ 
ference  did  not  in  any  way  prevent  them  from  doing  what  they  con- 
ceiAed  to  be  their  duty. 

If  Alderman  Wood,  carrying  out  his  theory,  could  have  paralysed 
the  magistrates,  and  have  prevented  iheir  acting  in  concert  with*  the 
troops,  a  good  part  of  the  capital  would,  that  night,  have  been  plun¬ 
dered  and  burned,  and  more  lives  would  have  been  sacrificed  than 
were  lost  in  the  Loudon  “  No  Topory  ”•  riots  of  1780. 
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the  east  end  of  Coven trj’-strect  and  St.  James’s 
church.  As  on  the  two  preceding  nights,  they 
had  made  the  inhabitants  illuminate  their  bouses; 
but  at  about  ten  o’clock  on  this  unholy  Sabbath 
night  they  made  all  the  lights  in  the  windows  be 
put  out,  and  at  the  same  time  they  broke  all  the 
street  lamps  on  either  side  of  the  way.  Then,  in 
this  darkness,  they  carried  away  the  ladders  and 
scaffolding  from  a  house  under  repair,  and  with 
these  materials  made  a  low  barricade  across  Picca¬ 
dilly,  tow’ards  which  they  endeavoured  to  allure  the 
cavalry,  expecting  that  they  would  come  on  at  full 
gallop  in  the  dark,  and  so  be  thrown.  But  this 
pretty  artifice  was  discovered,  and  the  barricade 
was  broken  down  by  a  party  of  foot  soldiers.  To¬ 
wards  midnight  it  rained  harder  than  ever,  and, 
to  the  infinite  relief  of  the  quiet  inhabitants,  the 
mob  melted  away.  By  Monday  morning  minis¬ 
ters  had  come  to  the  determination  of  breaking  into 
the  baronet’s  house,  and  carrying  the  warrant  into 
effect  by  military  means.  P'or  this  decision 
Burdett  was  prepared,  and  he  got  up  a  dramatic 
scene  in  wffiich  to  meet  it.  He  assembled  his 
family  and  friends  in  his  drawing-room  on  the  first 
floor,  and  in  the  front  part  of  the  house,  and 
there  sat  down  to  breakfast  with  Lady  Burdett, 
the  Countess  of  Guildford,  three  of  the  Ladies 
North,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Coutts,  his  brother  Mr. 
Jones  Burdett,  peppery  Mr.  O’Connor,  and  one 
or  two  others.  Breakfast  being  finished.  Sir 
Francis  began  to  hear  his  son  (then  an  Eton  boy) 
read  and  construe  Magna  Charta  in  the  original. 
The  patriot  baronet  was  thus  engaged — presenting, 
as  his  friends  thought,  a  fine  subject  for  an  histo¬ 
rical  picture — when  Mr.  O’Connor  started  up  dra¬ 
matically  on  observing  a  man’s  face  peering  into 
one  of  the  drawing-room  windows.  The  face  be¬ 
longed  to  a  constable  or  peace-officer,  who  had 
placed  a  ladder  against  the  house,  and  who  was 
now  in  the  act  of  throwing  up  the  window-sash, 
in  doing  which  he  broke  some  of  the  baronet’s 
panes  of  glass  and  cut  some  of  his  own  fingers. 
O’Connor  rushed  to  the  window.  It  is  said  that 
this  Irish  Achates  intended  to  hurl  the  poor 
peace-officer  into  the  area  below ;  and  that  Sir 
Francis  stopped  him  by  calling  out  not  to  hurt 
the  man.  What  O’Connor  did  was  to  seize  the 
officer  by  the  breast  with  one  hand  and  to  shut  the 
window  with  the  other.  Baffled  in  this  attempt  to 
storm  through  the  drawing-room  windows,  the 
police  made  an  attack  in  an  humbler  quarter ; — 
descending  into  the  area  towards  the  region  of  the 
kitchen  and  the  scullery,  they  burst  open  a  win¬ 
dow,  sashes,  frame,  and  all,  and  entered  the  house 
through  a  servant’s  room.  At  the  crash  the  bold 
O’Connor  ran  down  stairs  to  see  if  all  were  safe 
below,  and  there  he  found  some  twenty  men  with 
those  magical  wands,  constables’  staves,  in  their 
hands.  He  retreated  to  the  drawing-room,  and 
was  quickly  followed  thither  by  the  constables  and 
by  the  serjeant-at-arms,  who,  advancing  to  the 
baronet,  said,  “  Sir  Francis,  you  are  my  prisoner.” 
Sir  Francis  replied  by  asking  the  serjeant  under 
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what  authority  he  had  broken  into  his  house  in 
violation  of  the  laws  of  the  land.  The  serjeant- 
at-arms  spoke  of  the  Speaker’s  warrant ;  the  baro¬ 
net  spoke  of  the  laws  and  constitution,  and  refused 
to  submit.  “Then,  sir,”  said  the  serjeant,  “I 
must  call  in  assistance  and  force  you  to  yield.” 
Upon  which  the  constables  laid  hold  of  Sir  Francis, 
Mr.  Jones  Rurdett  and  Mr.  O’Connor  stepped  up, 
and  each  took  the  baronet  under  an  arm.  Tlie 
constables  closed  in  on  all  three,  and  drew  them 
down  stairs.  Sir  Francis  protesting  all  the  way, 
in  the  king’s  name,  against  this  violation  of  his 
person  and  his  house,  and  telling  tliem  they  were 
acting  at  their  peril.  A  coach  was  ready  at  the 
door:  Sir  Francis  got  in,  with  his  brother,  the 
deputy  serjeant-at-arms,  and  a  messenger;  the 
serjeant  himself  mounted  his  horse;  and  then, 
with  a  strong  escort  of  cavalry,  coach  and  mounted 
serjeant  weirt  off  at  a  smart  pace.  To  avoid  mis¬ 
chief  they  had  determined  to  proceed  to  theTorver 
by  the  roundabout  way  of  the  New  Road,  Mary- 
lebone,  Pentonville,  Islington,  the  City  Road,  &c. 
They  had  got  to  the  top  of  Albemarle  street,  Picca¬ 
dilly,  when  a  cry  was  set  up,  “  They  have  taken 
him  !  They  have  dragged  him  out  of  his  house  !” 
And  at  the  cry  countless  multitudes  began  to 
scamper  off  towards  the  Tower,  for  the  most  part  by 
much  nearer  roads  than  that  which  the  cavalcade 
were  taking.  Ever  since  Friday  placards  had  been 
stuck  up  in  the  city  calling  upon  all  true  Britons  to 
protect  the  patriot.  But  by  this  time  government 
had  collected  such  a  military  force  as  had  rarely 
been  seen  in  the  capital  before.*  And,  while  the 
serjeant-at-arms  and  the  cavalry  escorted  the  pri¬ 
soner,  two  battalions  of  foot  guards  marched  by 
the  shortest  route  through  the  Strand  and  through 
the  heart  of  the  city  (the  necessary  consent  having 
been  previously  obtained  from  the  Lord  Mayor) 
and  drew  up  three  deep  before  the  Tower  gates,  to 
cover  the  entrance.  Shortly  after,  the  ))risoner 
arrived,  the  dragoons  cleared  the  way,  and  the 
coach  drove  up  to  the  Tow'er  gates,  the  mob  shout¬ 
ing  “  Burdett  for  ever  !”  There  was  also  much 
hooting  and  much  running  ;  and  a  good  many  of 
the  mob  fell  or  were  forced  into  the  Tower  ditch, 
but  as  there  was  little  water,  nobody  was  drowned, 
and  as  the  mud  was  soft,  no  bones  were  broken. 
Sir  Francis  alighted  and,  when  he  had  been  received 
with  the  usual  ceremonies,  the  gates  were  closed. 
But  when  the  troops  began  to  return  towards  their 
barracks  in  the  west,  the  mob  began  to  pelt  them 
most  furiously.  Finding  themselves  threatened 
from  beliiiid  palings  and  iron  railings,  and  em¬ 
barrassed  in  narrow  streets,  and  being  able  to  bear 
this  usage  no  longer,  the  soldiers  fired,  and  about 
eight  persons  were  wounded,  two  of  them  mortallv. 
The  troops  thus  made  way  for  themselves  through 
Fenchurch  Street,  then  crossing  over  London  Bridge 
returned  to  the  Horse  Guards  by  way  of  Lambeth 
and  MT'stminster  Bridge.  The  alarm  was  greater 

•  In  aiiaitimi  to  Uio  volimti'prs,  nliont  19.000  ri'cnlars.  liorsn  and  foot, 
wiTf  coUfCU'd  in  and  round  London  ;  and  about  15,000  move,  from 
rlitforcnt  paits  of  tbe  country,  ucre  h.iltcd  witliin  ad.iy's  march.; 
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on  this  than  on  any  of  the  preceding  days  :  the 
metropolis  was  agitated  from  one  end  to  the  other, 
and  many  thousands  believed  that  what  had  ap¬ 
peared  a  trifle  at  first  would  end  in  a  formidable 
rebellion.  At  night  Sir  John  Anstruther  in  the 
Commons  complained  bitterly  of  the  timid,  unde¬ 
cided  conduct  of  government,  which,  he  urged,  had 
allowed  the  storm  to  gain  head.  It  was  not  a  sub¬ 
ject,  he  said,  upon  which  he  could  [speak  very 
coolly,  wdien  he  recollected  that,  owing  to  a  remiss¬ 
ness  in  some  quarter  or  other,  the  lives  of  his  wife 
and  children  had  been  for  a  long  time  endangered. 
[Many  other  persons  had  the  same  recollections  or 
convictions  as  Sir  John  Anstruther.]  He  said 
that  it  appeared  that  ministers  had  not  taken  any 
steps  to  provide  against  consequences  which  might 
easily  have  been  foreseen;  but  he  ended  by  throw¬ 
ing  the  principal  blame  upon  the  attorney-general. 
Sir  Vicary  Gibbs  attempted  to  throw  the  blame 
from  his  own  shoulders  upon  those  of  the  serjeant- 
at-arms,  which — even  by  those  friendly  to  govern¬ 
ment — was  not  considered  cither  very  just  or  very 
generous.  Nor  was  it  in  fact  very  extraordinary 
that  the  serjeant-at-arms,  checked  by  the  ambigu¬ 
ous  legal  answer  of  the  attorney-general,  should 
have  hesitated  how  to  act  when  the  persons  of  the 
highest  authority  to  whom  he  looked  for  instructions 
knew  not  how'  to  advise  him. 

On  the  following  evening,  when  the  letter  of 
Sir  Francis  Burdett  was  taken  into  consideratioc 
by  the  House  of  Commons,  several  members  who 
had  voterl  against  his  committal  to  the  Tower  cen¬ 
sured  his  conduct  in  unmeasured  terms.  The 
baronet’s  ofi’ensive  letters  were  now'  considered  but 
part  of  a  system  for  bringing  the  House  of  Com¬ 
mons  into  contempt ;  and  it  was  asserted,  even  by 
friendly  parties,  that,  if  the  House  had  not  taken 
notice  of  his  first  letter,  published  in  Cobbetl’s 
‘  Register,’  they  would  have  been  dragged  into 
something  else,  and  have  had  to  meet  other  and 
bolder  attacks.  The  House  was  far  more  con¬ 
cerned  in  this  quarrel  than  were  the  ministers. 
It  was  the  authority  of  the  House  that  had  been 
insulted  and  defied.  Expulsion  from  the  House 
was  spoken  of;  but,  as  this  must  necessarily  lead 
to  a  new  election  in  Westminster,  to  the  with¬ 
drawal  of  the  military,  and  to  saturnalia  of  four¬ 
teen  days’  duration,  the  notion  was  given  up.  Mr. 
Davies  Giddy  (the  late  Mr.  Davies  Gilbert)  would 
not  now  give  Sir  Francis  credit  even  for  rectitude 
of  intention  ;  Lord  Porchester  thought  no  language 
of  reproach  could  be  too  strong  to  apply  to  his 
conduct  from  beginning  to  end  ;  Sir  John  Sebright 
said  it  was  the  most  disgraceful  conduct  that  had 
ever  come  under  the  cognizance  of  the  House,  and 
asked  w'hether  it  was  a  love  of  civil  liberty  that 
induced  Sir  Francis  to  stir  up  a  tyrannical  mob  to 
aid  him  in  the  solution  of  a  great  constitutional 
question  ?  And  Mr.  Lyttleton  declared  that,  though 
he  had  lived  on  terms  of  friendship  with  Sir  Francis, 
he  now  abjured  him  both  as  a  jirivate  and  as  a 
political  friend.  Even  Mr.  Whitbread,  who  called 
Burdett’s  letter  to  the  House  “a high  and  flagrant 
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breach  of  tlie  privileges  of  parliament,”  main¬ 
tained  that  the  warrant  of  the  speaker  was  legal, 
complete,  and  ought  to  be  omnipotent.  The 
Speaker’s  warrant,  said  Whitbread,  if  good  for  any¬ 
thing,  is  good  for  everything  :  and  it  certainly  autho¬ 
rises  the  breaking  open  of  doors  if  it  is  necessary  to 
its  e.Kecution  that  doors  should  be  broken  open. 
But  it  was  chiefly  as  a  parliamentary  reformer  that 
Whitbread  contended  for  the  preservation  of  this 
and  of  all  other  privileges  of  the  House.  The 
cause  of  reform  (so  he  said)  was  now  making  rapid 
progress ; — within  the  last  month  very  many  con¬ 
verts  had  been  made  to  that  cause.  In  what  state 
would  the  House  be  placed  in  the  event  of  a  reform, 
if  stript  of  the  power  now  under  discussion  ?  The 
crown  was  known  to  have  a  great  influence  in  that 
House,  as  well  as  elsewhere  (meaning  in  the  Upper 
House)  ;  and  what  must  the  people  expect  to  be 
the  inclination  and  aim  of  that  influence  in  the  event 
of  reform  ?  Must  they  not  calculate  upon  its  hos¬ 
tility  ?  and  what  power  could  a  reformed  House 
of  Commons  have  of  counteracting  that  hostility, 
if  its  warrant  were  not  effective  ?  As  soon  as  pos¬ 
sible  after  his  committal.  Sir  Francis  Burdett, 
having  recourse  to  those  legal  means  which  he 
might  have  applied  to  at  first,  without  risking 
bloodshed  and  such  disgraceful  rioting,  caused  the 
Speaker  to  be  served  with  a  notice  that  a  bill  would 
be  filed  against  him  in  the  Court  of  King’s  Bench. 
On  the  13th  of  April  the  Speaker  communicated 
it  to  the  House,  and  the  letter  containing  the  notice 
was  entered  upon  the  Journals,  Mr.  Whitbread 
observing  that  it  might  be  the  ground  of  great 
questions  to  be  tried  hereafter.  On  the  16th,  Sir 
Samuel  Romilly  moved  for  the  discharge  of  John 
Gale  Jones,  whose  debating  club  and  placards  had 
produced,  or  had  at  least  hurried  on,  the  great 
Burdett  explosion.  Romilly  did  not  think  that 
Jones  had  not  merited  punishment ;  he  only  thought 
that  he  had  been  punished  enough  already  by  being 
detained  a  few  days  in  Newgate.  Windham  re¬ 
minded  the  House  that  a  meeting  of  the  West¬ 
minster  electors  was  announced  for  the  morrow, 
and  that,  if  the  House  should  liberate  Gale  Jones, 
those  noisy  patriots  would  be  sure  to  impute  it  not 
to  their  mercy,  but  to  their  fears.  Romilly  was 
outvoted  by  160  against  112;  so  the  president  of 
the  Forum  was  left  in  durance  until  the  rising  of  par¬ 
liament,  wdiich  must  equally  open  the  doors  of  New¬ 
gate  to  him  and  the  gates  of  the  Tower  to  Burdett. 

At  the  time  appointed,  the  great  Westminster 
meeting  was  held  in  Palace  Yard,  close  under  the 
Houses  of  Parliament.  It  was  numerously,  if  not 
well,  attended,  and  there  was  no  w'ant  of  the  pas¬ 
sionate  ingredients  of  eloquence  on  the  part  of  the 
Westminster  orators  who  spoke  ;  for  Sir  Francis, 
besides  being  “England’s  glory,”  was  “West¬ 
minster’s  darling.”  They  passed  a  string  of  reso¬ 
lutions,  declaring  that  they  most  highly  approved 
of  Sir  Francis’s  letter  to  his  constituents  ;  that  they 
thought  his  conduct,  in  calling  upon  the  civil 
power  for  the  protection  of  his  house  against  a 
military  force,  was  dictated  by  prudence,  knowledge 
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of  and  confidence  in  the  laws  of  his  country  ;  and 
that  the  House  of  Commons  should  be  called  upon 
to  restore  to  them  their  beloved  representative,  and 
to  co-operate  immediately  with  him  in  his  endea¬ 
vours  to  procure  a  fair  representation  of  the  people 
in  parliament.  A  letter  addressed  to  him  in  the 
name  of  his  constituents  had  been  drawn  up,  and, 
being  now  read  with  general  satisfaction,  it  was 
resolved  that  it  should  be  presented  to  the  patriot 
in  the  Tower  by  the  high  bailiff’  of  Westminster. 
It  was  a  very  peppery  epistle.  It  declared  that  his 
constituents  felt  as  a  personal  wrung  the  indignity 
which  had  been  offered  to  him  ;  that  they,  however, 
were  not  surprised  to  find  that,  when  every  excuse 
was  made  for  public  delinquents,  the  utmost  rigour 
was  exercised  against  him  who  pleaded  for  the 
ancient  and  constitutional  rights  of  the  people;  that 
he.  Sir  Francis,  had  nobly  stepped  forward  in  de¬ 
fence  of  a  fellow-subject  (Gale  Jones)  unjustly 
imprisoned ;  and  that  the  House  of  Commons  had 
answered  his  arguments  by  breaking  into  his  house, 
seizing  his  person,  &c.  They  upheld  all  that  had 
occurred  as  rendering  more  than  ever  necessary  a 
radical  reform  ;  and  they  repeated  Sir  Francis’s 
own  libel,  and  quoted  his  words  as  to  the  construc¬ 
tion  of  the  present  House  of  Commons,  where  so 
many  members,  said  they,  “  are  collected  together  by 
means  which  it  is  not  necessary  for  uy  to  describe.” 
The  letter  to  the  baronet  ended  with  saying  that  the 
treatment  he  had  met  with  was  but  a  sad  presage 
of  what  might  be  expected  by  all  those  that  had 
the  courage  to  stand  forward  in  defence  of  the 
people’s  rights.  The  Westminster  meeting  also 
voted  a  petition  and  remonstrance  to  the  House  of 
Commons,  couched  in  the  most  disrespectful  terms, 
denying  the  privilege  of  the  Flouse,  and  calling  for 
the  immediate  liberation  of  Burdett,  and  a  speedy 
reform  of  parliament.  In  the  evening  this  petition 
and  remonstrance,  was  presented  by  the  baronet’s 
colleague.  Captain  Lord  Cochrane,  who,  unfor¬ 
tunately  for  himself,  if  not  for  his  country,  had 
quitted  the  sea  service  to  become  an  active  mem¬ 
ber  of  reform  societies,  and  a  hot  and  impatient 
politician.  His  lordship  moved,  according  to 
custom,  that  the  petition  should  lie  on  the  table. 
The  Hon.  J.  W.  Ward  (afterwards  the  Lord  Dudley 
and  Ward)  opposed  the  motion,  saying,  that,  if  the 
House  received  the  petition,  they  would  submit  to 
the  grossest  violation  of  their  dignity.  Mr.  Curwen 
suggested  the  propriety  of  withdrawing  it  for  the 
purpose  of  preparing  one  of  a  more  decorous  kind, 
if  the  object  of  the  petitioners  really  was  to  pro¬ 
mote  the  cause  of  reform,  to  which  he,  Mr.  Curwen, 
was  friendly.  Other  members  thought  the  lan¬ 
guage  of  this  petition  highly  indecent ;  but  Whit¬ 
bread  justified  the  petition,  and  not  only  Canning, 
but  also  Perceval,  though  they  condemned  the  lan¬ 
guage,  said  that  some  intemperance  might  be  over¬ 
looked — that  in  cases  of  petitions  it  was  better  for 
the  House  to  err  on  the  side  of  indulgence  than  on 
that  of  severity  ;  and  the  Westminster  paper  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.* 

•  “  This,”  says  Sir  Samuel  Romilly,  “  is  cert.ainly  not  the  last 
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In  the  meanwhile,  the  ferment  being  kept  up 
out  of  doors  by  popular  meetings,  clubs,  handbills, 
pamphlets,  and  newspapers,  a  coroner’s  inquest  in 
the  city  had  brought  in  a  verdict  of  wilful  murder 
in  the  case  of  a  young  man  who  had  been  shot  by 
the  soldiers  on  their  return  from  the  Tower,*  and 
the  mob  had  persevered  in  insulting  the  military 
wherever  an  opportunity  could  be  found.  On  the 
other  hand,  however,  another  coroner’s  jury  had 
returned  a  verdict  of  justifiable  homicide  in  the 
case  of  a  man  who  had  been  shot  by  the  military 
which  had  formed  the  escort  of  Sir  Francis  from 
Piccadilly  to  the  Tower;  and  a  proclamation  had 
been  issued  by  government  calling  on  all  justices 
of  the  peace,  &c.  to  aid  and  assist  in  suppressing 
all  tumultuous  meetings,  and  offering  a  reward  of 
500/.  for  the  apprehension  of  any  person  who  had 
been  concerned  in  firing  at  or  otherwise  wounding 
the  military  in  the  discharge  of  their  duty ;  and 
this  was  followed  by  another  proclamation  offering 
a  reward  of  500/.  for  the  apprehension  of  the  per¬ 
son  who  had  fired  at  Ensign  Cowell  while  on  duty 
on  the  night  after  Burdett  w'as  lodged  in  the  Tower. 

Yet  Lord  Ossulston,  one  of  the  Burdettites, 
rose  in  the  House  of  Commons  on  the  ISth  of 
April,  and  asked  whether  the  government  did  not 
mean  to  offer  a  like  reward  for  the  discovery  of  the 
unknown  lifeguardsman  against  whom  the  first 
verdict  of  wilful  murder  had  been  returned  ?  He 
was  told  that  under  all  the  circumstances  of  the 
case  this  was  not  to  be  expected.  Whitbread  then 
moved,  without  the  customary  notice,  that  that 
verdict  should  be  taken  into  consideration  by  the 
House;  and  he  was  supported  by  Mr.  William 
Smith,  who  argued  that,  though  the  soldiery  in 
general  had  behaved  well,  it  did  not  follow  that 

affront  which,  in  consequence  of  the  contest  in  wliich  the  ministers 
have  rashly  plunged  the  House,  they  will  have  to  receive  and  to 
record  against  themselves.  These  are  the  first  fruits  of  this  boasted 
vindication  of  the  right-s  and  dign.ty  of  the  House  of  Commons.” 
— Diary  of  Parliamentary  Life,  in  Memnir  by  his  Suns. 

•  It  was  positively  asserted  that  this  tlioughtless  young  man, 
Thomas  Elivall  by  name,  and  another  young  man  who  was  likewise 
killed,  had  each  seized  the  bridle  of  a  lifeguardsman's  horse,  which 
was  precisely  the  act  of  aggression  which  of  all  others  justified  the 
soldiers  in  using  their  weapons.  Nevertheless,  the  juries  in  both  in¬ 
stances  brought  in  verdicts  of  wilful  murder  against  some  lifeguards¬ 
man  unknown;  and,  to  keep  alive  horror,  indignation,  and  revenge, 
a  tombstone  was  put  over  the  grave  of  Thomas  Ebrall  (in  Aldgiite 
churchyard)  recording  his  fate  and  the  coroner’s  inquest,  and  giving 
t  he  following  text  from  tlie  Apocrypha; — 

“Thus  siiith  the  Lord  God;  My  right  hand  shall  not  spare  the 
sinners,  and  my  sword  shall  not  cease  over  them  th.it  shed  innocent 
blood  npou  the  earth.” — 2  Esdras,  ch.  xv. 

For  this  there  was  precedent  to  be  found  in  the  John  Wilkes  St. 
George’s  Fields  riot :  see  ante.  vol.  i.  pp  60 — 67. 

Where  the  money  was  found  for  the  tombstone  and  funeral,  and  for 
other  matters  far  more  expensive,  it  is  nut  difiicult  to  surmise.  The 
parliamentary  reformers  and  the  other  adversaries  of  government 
seem  to  have  contemplaUd  changing  the  ministry  and  etl'ecting 
higher  objects  by  force  of  tomb-tones  and  exciting  epitaphs.  There 
was  erected  at  the  back  of  Ft.  Martin's  Chuich  a  monument  heario'r 
this  inscription : —  “ 

Sacred  to  the  memory  of 
JoH.v  IiiwiN,  Esq., 

of  Sligo,  in  Ireland,  surgeon  to  his  majesty’s  forces, 
who  died  on  the  22nd  day  of  April, 

1810, 

aged  58  years  : 

A  victim,  like  thousands  of  our  gallant  countrymen, 
to  the  fatal  consequences  of 
the  unfortunate  expedition  to  the  Scheldt, 
commanded  by 
John,  Earl  of  Chatham. 

It  was  noted  as  something  very  prophetic  or  very  significant,  that  on 
the  14th  of  April,  the  fifth  day  after  Burdett’s  committal  to  the  Tower, 
the  sworti,  buckles,  and  straps  fell  from  tlte  equestrian  statue  of 
Cliarles  I.  at  Charing-Cross  1 


[Book  III. 

one  of  them  might  not  have  been  guilty  of  murder. 
The  home  secretary  (Ryder)  affirmed  that  a  strict 
inquiry  had  been  instituted  into  the  conduct  of  the 
populace  on  the  one  hand  and  of  the  troops  on  the 
other;  that  the  inquiry  was  still  proceeding;  but, 
from  everything  which  had  yet  appeared,  the  privy 
council  had  resolved  to  advise  his  majesty  not  to 
issue  a  proclamation  upon  the  subject  of  the  first 
verdict.  The  premier  asked  whether  the  House 
ought  to  take  into  their  own  hands  the  administra¬ 
tion  of  justice  while  in  progress?  Were  they  to 
be  inspectors  of  coroners’  verdicts  and  indictments 
for  murder  ?  Were  they  to  put  themselves  in  the 
situation  of  grand  jurors?  Captain  Agar,  who 
had  been  on  duty,  stated  that  from  ten  to  twenty 
shots  were  fired  by  the  people  before  he  heard  one 
shot  fired  by  the  soldiers  ;  and  that,  as  several  shots 
were  fired  by  the  troops  at  about  the  same  time, 
it  was  very  likely  that  the  soldier  who  fired  the 
unfortunate  one  did  not  know  it  himself,  hlr. 
Laseelles  observed  that,  if  a  lifeguardsman  should 
be  sent  before  a  jury  at  the  present  moment,  it  was 
very  probable  he  would  be  tried  for  his  life  under 
circumstances  very  partial  and  oppressive.  Whit¬ 
bread’s  motion  was  negatived  without  a  division ; 
and  then  the  Easter  recess  gave  some  relief  to  the 
government,  and  some  time  for  the  people  to  grow 
cool. 

During  the  recess,  however,  popular  meetings 
were  held  in  various  places ;  and  the  freeholders 
of  Middlesex,  or  the  men  who  arrogated  to  them¬ 
selves  the  exclusive  right  to  that  designation  (in¬ 
eluding  many  who  were  freeholders  neither  in 
Middlesex  nor  anywhere  else),  assembled  at  Hack¬ 
ney,  and  there  voted  an  address  of  thanks  to  Sir 
Francis,  and  a  petition  and  a  remonstrance  to  the 
House  of  Commons.  Mr.  George  Byng  presented 
this  petition  to  the  House  on  the.  2nd  of  May,  but 
his  brother  member  for  the  county  of  Middlesex, 
Mr.  Mellish,  deelared  that  he  could  not  support  so 
violent  and  indecorous  an  appeal.  Mr.  Perceval 
said  that  this  was  a  deliberate  insult  to  the  House, 
ail  experiment  to  try  how  far  they  would  go  in 
forbearance.  The  discussion  was  adjourned  till 
the  next  day,  when  it  gave  rise  to  a  hot  debate  wfith 
furious  criminations  and  recriminations.  Mr.  Bar¬ 
ham  said  it  was  not  a  petition,  but  a  protest  against 
the  authority  of  the  House ;  not  an  a|)plication  for 
redress  of  grievances,  but  a  bold  menace.  He 
lamented  that  there  were  members  of  that  House 
who  could  lend  themselves  to  the  clamours  of  po¬ 
pular  faction.  Such  men  were  little  aware  of  the 
consequences  to  which  their  conduct  directly 
tended  ;  for,  if  once  the  factions,  of  which  they 
were  but  the  tools,  should  succeed  in  their  real 
object,  these  very  men  would  be  the  first  victims  of 
the  storm  which  they  had  helped  to  raise,  and 
would  be  swept  away  like  chaff'  before  the  wind. 
Several  liberal  members  spoke  against  the  danger 
and  disgrace  of  conceding  anything  to  the  menaces 
of  the  people,  or  even  of  receiving  such  petitions ; 
but  they  charged  government  with  having  produced 
all  this  disrespect  and  disaffection  by  opposing 
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parliamentary  reform,  and  by  screening  such  cul¬ 
prits  as  the  Duke  of  York,  Lord  Castlereagh,  &c. 
To  -which  the  ministerial  benches  retorted,  that 
these  very  gentlemen,  in  their  eagerness  for  parlia¬ 
mentary  innovations  which  might  ruin  the  consti¬ 
tution,  and  by  their  inconsiderate  and  vehement 
attacks  upon  persons  in  authority,  had  created  and 
nourished  the  popular  violence.  The  motion  tor 
receiving  the  Middlesex  petition  was  rejected  by 
139  against  58. 

But  the  very  next  day  a  petition  in  much  the 
same  strain  was  voted  by  the  livery  of  the  city  of 
London.  Tt  was  presented  on  the  8th  of  May ; 
but  the  motion  that  it  should  be  received  was  ne¬ 
gatived  by  128  against  36.  Major  Cartwright,  a 
very  old  champion  of  reform,  and  one  who  devoutly 
believed  that  nearly  all  the  ills  that  flesh  is  heir  to 
could  be  cured  by  a  sweeping  radical  reform-bill, 
sent  in  a  long  memorial  in  the  form  of  a  petition 
praying  for  the  said  reform  in  parliament,  &c.  It 
was  presented  by  Whitbread  ;  but,  as  the  major 
called  the  committal  of  Sir  Francis  Burdett  an  act 
of  flagrant  illegality,  and  as  his  memorial  was  por¬ 
tentously  prolix,  it  was  rejected  also,  the  premier 
observing  that,  if  such  long  petitions  from  an  indi¬ 
vidual  were  to  be  encouraged,  the  House  might 
expect  to  have  others  presented  lengthened  out  into 
folio  volumes ! 

But  the  business  was  not  over  yet.  The  suit 
which  Sir  Francis  had  commenced  against  the 
Speaker  was  followed  up  by  similar  law-proceedings 
against  Mr.  Colman,  the  serjeant-at-arms,  and  Earl 
Moira,  the  Constable  of  the  Tower.  On  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Perceval  a  select  committee  was  appointed 
to  consider  of  the  proceedings  to  be  taken  and  to 
examine  into  precedents.  On  the  11th  of  May 
Mr.  Davies  Giddy  brought  up  the  report  of  this 
select  committee.  He  said  there  were  but  three 
modes  in  which  the  House  could  proceed  ; — 1.  To 
inhibit  the  courts  of  law  from  proceeding  in  these 
actions  ;  but  for  this  course  there  was  no  precedent. 
2.  To  commit  all  the  persons  concerned  in  bring¬ 
ing  or  promoting  such  actions  ;  for  the  exercise  of 
such  a  power  there  were  many  precedents,  but  it 
did  not  appear  expedient  to  follow  them.  3.  The 
only  mode  remaining,  therefore,  was  to  plead  to  the 
actions,  and  let  the  parties  sued  show  to  the  court 
that  the  acts  complained  of  were  done  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  the  privileges  of  that  House.  Mr.  Da¬ 
vies  Giddy  moved  accordingly:  1.  That  the 
Speaker  and  the  serjeant-at-arms  might  be  per¬ 
mitted  to  appear  and  plead  to  the  said  actions  ; 
and,  2.  That  the  attorney-general  should  be  di¬ 
rected  to  defend  them.  There  were  long  debates, 
and  there  was  a  second  report  brought  up  from  the 
select  committee,  but  the  measures  recommended 
by  Giddy  were  ultimately  adopted. 

The  case  of  Burdett  v.  Abbot  came  on  be¬ 
fore  Lord  Ellenborough,  in  the  court  of  King’s 
Bench,  but  not  before  the  8th  of  February,  1811  ; 
and,  the  cause  being  postponed,  it  was  not  until  the 
nth  of  May  of  that  year  that  the  attorney-general 
made  his  reply  in  defence  of  the  Speaker.  The 


justification  set  up  for  the  warrant,  &c.  appeared 
to  the  court  perfectly  satisfactory,  and  the  plaintiff 
was  cast.  On  the  19th  of  June  of  the  same  year 
the  case  of  Burdett  v.  Colman  was  tried  in  the 
same  court,  when  the  jury  without  hesitation  found 
a  verdict  for  the  defendant.  In  the  course  of  this 
trial  it  was  proved  by  Burdett’s  own  witnesses  that 
the  serjeant-at-arms  had  discharged  his  unpleasant 
duty  with  the  greatest  politeness  and  civility. 
Several  other  witnesses  deposed  to  the  riotous  dis¬ 
position  of  the  mob  and  to  the  good  conduct  of  the 
soldiery,  and  gave  it  as  their  opinion  that  the  ser¬ 
jeant-at-arms  could  not  have  executed  his  warrant 
without  a  strong  military  force.  The  record  of  the 
cause  Burdett  v.  Lord  Moira  (Constable  of  the 
Tower)  was  then  called  on,  and  dismissed  for  want 
of  a  jury. 

Since  the  No  Popery  riots  London  had  seen  no 
such  commotion  as.  this,  and  since  the  days  of  John 
Wilkes  no  such  idol  as  Sir  Francis  Burdett.  The 
French  newspapers  announced  that  it  was  a  revo¬ 
lution.* 

The  prorogation  of  patliament  of  necessity  pro¬ 
duced  the  liberation  of  “  the  martyr  of  liberty,” 
who  had  passed  as  pleasant  a  martyrdom  in  the 
Tower  as  heart  could  desire  ;  receiving  the  visits  of 
his  friends  and  the  deputations  of  bodies  corporate, 
and  catching  the  echoes  of  his  fame  as  it  rolled 
through  the  country.  On  the  morning  of  the  21st 
of  June  vast  multitudes  assembled  to  escort  him 
and  carry  him  in  triumph  from  the  Tower  to  Pic¬ 
cadilly  ;  portions  of  this  multitude  were  organised 
in  bodies,  and  had  their  banners  and  their  bands  of 
music ;  there  was  a  car  of  Liberty,  and  there  were 
inscriptions  and  devices  of  a  very  stimulating  kind. 
As  the  troops  were  ordered  to  be  on  the  alert,  there 
would  have  been  certain  riot  and,  very  probably, 
bloodshed,  if  the  baronet  had  returned,  as  he  was 
expected  to  do,  through  the  heart  of  the  City  and 
along  the  Strand  ;  but  he  very  wisely  resolved  to 
take  his  departure  from  the  Tower  privately.  The 
outer  gates  of  that  fortress  were  closed,  and  the 
immense  mob,  not  knowing  what  was  passing 
within,  kept  w-aiting  hour  after  hour,  lining  the  edge 
of  the  ditch  and  covering  the  open  space  denomi¬ 
nated  Tower-hill.  At  last,  a  soldier  on  the  walls, 
sending  his  words  through  a  speaking-trumpet, 
roared  “  He  is  gone  bxj  water !”  The  people 
would  not  believe  the  soldier.  A  police-officer,  or 
constable,  or  some  civil  authority  of  that  kind  came 
out  and  solemnly  assured  them  that  Sir  Francis 
was  gone  by  w'ater.  By  w'ater — impossible  !  By 
boat  up  the  river,  and  lose  this  triumph — it  can 
never  be !  Thus  said  the  patriots  by  the  ditch  and 

•  All  these  things,  even  to  ourselves,  read  like  a  dream  ;  and  so, 
possibly,  they  may  do  to  Sir  Francis  liunlett.  But  we  are  old  enough 
to  remember’  the  great  consternation  which  was  caused  by  the  riots, 
and  which,  as  usual,  was  greater  in  the  country  than  in  the  capital. 
We  were  living  at  the  time  at  a  considerable  but  quiet  town,  on  the 
western  road,  just  49  miles  fiom  Piccadilly  or  Irom  Hyde  Park 
Corner.  Direful  was  the  iutelligence  which  the  mail  coachmen  and 
guards  and  the  stage  coachmen  were  said  to  have  tirought  down  on 
the  Saturday  night !  Sir  Francis  Burdett  was  standing  a  regular  siege 
in  his  mansion ;  the  people  and  the  troops  were  fighting  in  Piccadilly 
ankle-deep  in  blood  I  On  the  Sunday  some  coaches  were  delayed  ; 
and  then  not  a  few  of  the  denizens  believed, like  Bonaparte,  that  it  was 
a  revolution. 
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on  the  hill ;  and  their  incredulity  lasted  till  half¬ 
past  four  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  when  three  great 
])lacards  were  suspended  over  the  Tower-gates  with 
the  following  solemn  inscription  :  “  Sir  Francis 
Burdett  left  the  Tower  by  water  at  half-past  three.” 
Yet  still  the  congregated  patriots  were  incredulous. 
Surely  he  never  would  go  by  water  and  disappoint 
his  friends,  unless  he  had  been  compelled  so  to  do ! 
Some  said  there  had  been  foul  play  in  the  Tower  ; 
some,  that  they  had  forced  him  into  a  boat  and 
were  carrying  him  up  to  Westminster  to  be  repri¬ 
manded  by  the  House  of  Commons  before  he  got 
his  discharge.  Mr.  Sheriff  Wood  and  Mr.  Sheriff 
Atkins  at  last  came  to  the  Tower-gate  on  horseback. 
At  first,  these  two  dignitaries  appeared  as  little  able 
as  the  rest  to  account  for  the  non-appearance  of  the 
baronet ;  but  they  were  allowed  to  enter  the  Tower, 
and  in  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  they  returned 
and  informed  Major  Cartwright,  and  the  other 
reform  gentlemen  u  ho  had  been  appointed  to  con¬ 
duct  the  main  procession,  that  verily  and  truly  Sir 
Francis  had  gone  by  water,  not  by  compulsion,  but 
willingly  and  in  a  boat  accompanied  by  two  friends. 
With  a  considerable  part  of  the  mob  this  water 
business  had  a  very  prejudicial  effect  upon  the  baro¬ 
net’s  popularity.  John  Gale  Jones,  whose  confine¬ 
ment  also  expired  with  the  close  of  the  session, 
issued  from  Newgate  at  four  o’clock,  and  drove  in 
ahackne5'-coach  to  Tower-hill  to  join  the  procession 
and,  as  he  thought,  to  divide  with  Sir  Francis  the 
honours  of  the  triumph.  His  name  was  chalked 
upon  the  pannels  of  the  coach,  and  as  he  rvent 
along  he  stopped  from  time  to  time  to  harangue  the 
people  and  to  complain  to  them  of  the  hardship 
of  having  been  turned  out  of  Newgate  at  two 
minutes’  notice. 

The  supplies  voted  for  the  year  amounted  to 
52,1 8o,000f.,  of  which  the  Irish  proportion  was 
6,106,000/.  The  ways  and  means,  which  it  was 
calculated  would  leave  a  surplus  of  141,200/.,  in¬ 
cluded  a  loan  of  8,000,000/.,  which  was  nego¬ 
tiated  on  terms  even  more  moderate  than  those  of 
the  preceding  year.  No  new  taxes  were  proposed; 
and  a  very  favourable  report  was  made  of  the 
commerce  and  general  i)rosperity  of  the  country. 
At  the  same  time  Mr.  Perceval  drew  a  striking 
picture  of  the  state  of  commercial  affairs  in  France, 
and  of  the  effects  produced  by  our  Orders  in  Coun¬ 
cil.  The  Orders  in  Council  had  not  done  all  the 
mischief  to  the  enemy ;  but  Bonaparte’s  war  sys¬ 
tem  and  the  working  out  of  his  “  Continental 
system”  together  had  contributed  to  destroy  nearly 
alt  foreign  trade  in  France  and  its  dependencies. 

Of  the  money  voted,  1,380,000/.  was  appro- 
])riated  to  foreign  subsidies  (988,000/.  for  Portugal 
and  400,000/.  for  Sicily)  ;  nearly  20,000,000/.  was 
devoted  to  naval  services,  and  nearly  25,000,000/. 
to  the  land  forces  and  ordnance. 

The  opposition  orators  continued  uttering  their 
doleful  predictions.  The  battle  of  fVagram,  all 
the  last  Austrian  campaign,  and  the  matrimonial 
alliance  between  the  Emperor  of  the  French  and 
the  daughter  of  the  Emperor  of  Austria,  which  was 
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completed  in  the  month  of  March  of  this  year, 
convinced  them  all  that  it  was  hopeless  to  think  of 
continuing  the  war — madness  to  dream  of  support¬ 
ing  any  longer  either  Portugal  or  Spain,  or  of  in¬ 
terfering  with  the  will  of  the  conqueror  in  any  part 
of  Europe.  They  saw  countless  and  invincible 
columns  pouring  into  the  Peninsula  (now  that  Na¬ 
poleon  could  have  nothing  else  to  do)  to  sweep  the 
weak  English  army  into  the  sea  ;  they  mourned 
over  or  sneered  at  the  victory  of  Talavera,  which, 
they  said,  was  either  no  victory  at  all  or  a  very  use¬ 
less  one,  since  it  had  been  followed  by  a  retreat ; 
and  most  of  them  opposed  the  vote  of  thanks,  and 
the  pension  of  2000/.  per  annum,  moved  by  the 
government  to  Lord  Wellington. 

The  subject  of  the  slave  trade  was  re-intro¬ 
duced  in  the  Commons  by  Mr.  Brougham,  and  in 
the  Lords  by  Lord  Holland,  who  severally  moved 
for  addresses  requesting  the  king  to  persevere  in 
his  measures  to  induce  other  nations  to  co-operate 
in  the  abolition  of  that  trade,  and  to  take  such  fur¬ 
ther  steps  as  might  be  necessary.  Mr.  Brougham 
stated  that  persons  in  this  country  continued  to 
carry  on  the  traffic  in  a  clandestine  and  fraudulent 
manner;  and  the  address  he  proposed  prayed  that 
orders  for  checking  such  practices  might  be  given  to 
the  commanders  of  his  majesty’s  ships  and  to  the 
officers  of  the  customs.  Both  addresses  were  voted 
without  opposition ;  and  a  resolution  moved  by 
Mr.  Brougham  for  taking  measures  early  in  the 
next  session  to  prevent  evasions  of  Wilberforce’s 
Slave  Trade  act,  was  also  unanimously  agreed  to. 

Early  in  the  session  Mr.  Bankes  made  a  motion 
for  rendering  perpetual  the  act  for  preventing  the 
grant  of  offices  in  reversion  ;  but,  though  a  bill  for 
this  purpose  passed  the  Commons,  it  was  thrown  out 
by  the  Lords  on  the  second  reading. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Lord  Melville,  the  dis¬ 
graced  friend  of  the  navy,  who  was  now  fast  ap¬ 
proaching  his  last  hour,  which  was  calculated  to  do 
an  immense  deal  of  good  both  to  the  land  and  sea 
service,  and  to  put  a  stop  to  the  flagrant  jobbing 
carried  on  between  private  ship-owners  and  mer¬ 
chants,  who  hired  out  transports  to  government, 
and  the  transport-board,  which  had  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  those  concerns.  Lord  Melville  recom¬ 
mended  that  an  adequate  number  of  king’s  ships 
should  without  delay  be  prepared  and  held  in  readi¬ 
ness  for  the  accommodation  of  such  troops  as  it 
might  be  found  expedient  to  embark  for  foreign 
countries.  He  showed  that  a  great  saving  of  life 
would  arise  out  of  a  more  airy  and  comfortable 
accommodation  given  to  the  troops  on  board  ship  ; 
that  by  employing  armed  troop-ships,  manned  by 
seamen  of  the  royal  navy,  there  would  be  less 
danger  in  the  navigation,  less  risk  of  the  convoy 
and  troops  getting  scattered,  more  facility  for  land¬ 
ing  and  re-embarking,  more  speed  and  more  cer¬ 
tainty  in  all  operations;  that  it  was  an  essential 
advantage  to  have  the  crews  of  ships  which  con¬ 
veyed  troops  subject  to  naval  discipline,  and  under 
honourable  and  experienced  officers.  Though  they 
had  to  undergo  a  sort  of  examination  before  the 
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transport  board,  the  commanders  of  these  hired 
transports  were  nothing  hut  skippers,  and  in  gene¬ 
ral  not  superior  to  the  masters  of  colliers  or  other 
coasting-vessels  (we  mean  of  that  day,  for  it  would 
he  injuring  the  improved  skippers  of  our  own  day 
to  compare  these  masters  of  transports  to  them). 
His  lordship  adduced  the  evidence  of  good  military 
officers  to  show  the  importance  of  amending  the 
system  of  conveying  troops  by  sea,  and  the  almost 
total  impracticability  of  landing  an  army  in  the 
face  of  a  respectable  enemy  in  transport-boats.* 
The  plan  he  submitted  to  parliament  was  simply 
this  :  to  fit  out,  from  the  ordinary  of  the  navy,  a 
number  of  armed  troop-ships  adequate  to  the  ac¬ 
commodation  of  24,000  soldiers ;  to  keep  these 
vessels,  and  a  few  two-decked  ships  and  a  certain 
number  of  frigates  and  light-armed  vessels,  always 
ready,  so  that  at  any  given  moment  a  single  letter 
from  the  admiralty  and  the  war-office  might 
assemble  the  ships  and  troops  at  any  rendezvous, 
and  thence  send  them  on  their  errand  with  secrecy, 
speed,  and  a  diminished  liability  to  accidents  at 
sea  and  accidents  on  landing.  He  calculated  that 
such  an  establishment  would  require  48,000  tons 
of  shipping,  and  that,  through  savings  in  other  par¬ 
ticulars,  the  expense  would  be  less  than  that  which 
government  now  incurred  in  hiring  transports, 
which  were  not  only  badly  manned  and  com¬ 
manded,  but  not  unfrequently  slow  sailers,  crazy, 
and  scarcely  seaworthy.  But  the  ministry  wxre 
not  disposed  to  listen  to  this  excellent  advice.  Lord 
blulgrave  (the  present  head  of  the  admiralty) 
said  that  it  would  be  far  more  expensive  to  convey 
troops  in  ships  of  war  than  in  hired  transports. 
The  Earl  of  Liverpool,  the  war-secretary,  without 
expressing  any  opinion  upon  the  project,  shook  his 
head  and  said  it  was  one  of  great  difficulty — it 

*  One  officer  declared  that  the  greatest  loss  of  our  troops  in  landing 
in  Egypt  was  occasioned  by  the  confusion  of  the  transport-boats,  and 
that,  had  not  the  centre  and  right  been  carried  in  men  of-war‘s  boats, 
that  landing  would  not  have  been  accomplished  in  the  gallant  manner 
it  was.  Another  oflicor  stated,  that,  in  the  re-embarcation  of  Sir  John 
Moore’s  army  at  Coruna,  the  men-of-war-boats  made  ten  trips  while 
the  transport-boats  were  making  one.  [We  have  seen  in  our  account 
of  that  embarcation  how  some  of  the  skippers  of  the  transports  cut 
their  cables  in  their  panic  at  a  few  cannon  balls,  and  ran  their  ships 
on  shore,  with  the  troops  on  Iward.]  “  The  officers,”  said  Melville, 

who  superintended  that  midnight  embarcation,  endured  far  more 
anxiety  than  they  ha<l  experienced  in  the  honr  of  battle,  owing  to  the 
want  of  order  and  discipline  among  tiie  transports,  which  was  such  as 
to  produce  the  utmost  confusion  and  embarrassment,  and  to  excite, 
in  the  miiuls  of  ihose  present,  the  greatest  alarm  for  the  fate  of  the 
army.  These  distressing  circumstances  would  not  have  occurred  if, 
instead  of  common  transports,  there  had  been  regular  troop-ships, 
under  naval  discipline.”  His  lord.ship  pointed  out  other  advantages 
to  be  derived  from  the  keeping  in  constant  readiness  a  number  of 
large  troop-fihips,  instead  of  going  into  the  merchants’  market  to  hire 
and  freight  them.  If,  in  the  spring  of  last  year,  liefore  preparations 
were  lx*gun  for  the  Scheldt  expedition,  there  had  existed  in  tbiscoun- 
try  an  establishment  of  armed  troop-ships,  adeejuate  to  the  convey¬ 
ance  of  10,000  men,  a  very  consiilerable  portion,  if  not  the  \shole,  of 
the  enemy’s  fleet  in  the  SchebU  might  have  lieen  captured  or  de¬ 
stroyed  ;  and,  without  much  difficulty,  the  basin  of  Flusnitig  might 
have  been  destroyed  also.  Hut  bis  lordship  was  of  opinion  that,  if 
we  liad  had  such  an  establishment  of  floating  barracks  as  that  which 
he  w.is  now  recommending,  ni’ither  the  evacuation  of  Walclieren  nor 
the  destruction  of  the  basin  of  Flushing  would  have  been  necessary, 
'llie  prospect  of  our  capturing  or  destroying  the  enemy’s  ships,  whicli 
were  sure  to  run  up  tlie  Scheldt  ou  The  news  of  our  appro;ich,  was 
reduced  to  the  single  chance  of  a  successful  attack  upou  Antweq>. 
“  If,”  said  his  lordship,  there  had  been,  in  the  spring  of  last  year, 
such  an  establisbmcnl  as  I  am  imw  contending  for,  8000  or  10,000 
men  might  have  been  easily  embirked,  without  ostentation,  noise,  or 
parade,  and  might  have  ]trocceded  in  perfect  secrecy  to  tlie  point  of 
attack,  when,  in  conjunction  with  our  blockading  lleet  on  llial  coast, 
a  succes.'iful  result  would,  I  conlidcntly  believe,  have  crowned  their 
ui>cratious.” 
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required  very  serious  consideration — it  could  not 
be  decided  upon  nosv.  And  so  the  previous  ques¬ 
tion  was  agreed  to  without  a  division.  The  old 
transport-service  continued  to  disgrace  us,  to  endan¬ 
ger  and  oft-times  sacrifice  the  lives  of  our  troops,  till 
the  end  of  the  war  ;  and  whenever  we  shall  be  en¬ 
gaged  in  another  extensive  warfare  our  disgrace 
and  our  losses  will  he  renewed,  unless  some  such 
system  as  Lord  Melville’s  he  established,  or  some 
immense  improvements  be  introduced  into  the 
out-fitting,  manning,  officering,  and  entire  ma¬ 
nagement  of  the  hired  transports. 

One  measure  of  essential  benefit  to  the  service 
was  brought  forward  by  Mr.  George  Rose,  who 
continued  in  office  as  vice-president  of  the  board  of 
trade  and  treasurer  of  the  navy.  He  obtained 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  increase  of  seamen, 
by  establishing  naval  seminaries  on  the  coasts, 
where  voung  hoys  might  he  properly  educated  for 
four  or  five  j  ears.  They  were  to  be  supplied  from 
those  who  were  parish  paupers,  of  whom  the 
number  was  counted  at  90,000;  they  would  not 
cost  government  more  than  5/.  each,  and  this 
supply  would  keep  up  a  succession  of  seamen  to 
the  amount  of  7000  every  year.  This  would  go 
to  diminish  the  hardship  of  forcible  impressment; 
and  the  extension  of  such  a  system  might  altoge¬ 
ther  do  away  wdth  that  cruel  and  anomalous 
practice. 

A  scheme  for  parliamentary  reform,  brought 
forward  by  hlr.  Brand,  was  rejected  by  234 
against  115.  The  debate  was  chiefly  remarkable 
on  account  of  the  strong  opinions  pronounced 
against  radical  reform  by  the  moderate  reform 
jiarty,  and  on  account  of  some  very  enthusiastic 
declarations  in  favour  of  the  transatlantic  repub¬ 
lican  system.  Mr.  Sturges  Bourne  said  that  such 
a  plan  as  Mr.  Brand’s  would  never  satisfy  the  so- 
called  radicals,  who  w^anted  frequent  elections  and 
universal  suffrage ;  and  he  asked  whether  the 
working  of  these  things  in  the  United  States  was 
calculated  to  lecommend  them  to  our  imitation  ? 
Whitbread  rejoined,  that  the  grand  political  cre¬ 
ation  which  had  taken  place  in  America,  so  far 
from  failing  in  its  object,  had  far  exceeded  the 
extent  of  human  hope ;  that  it  w'as  the  work  of 
one  of  the  greatest  and  best  of  men — of  George 
Washington — of  that  patriot  who  had  communi¬ 
cated  to  the  government  which  he  had  reared  a 
portion  of  the  purity  of  his  own  spotless  mind  and 
unsullied  life  ;  that  the  United  States  had  grown 
at  once  from  the  weakness  of  infancy  to  the 
strength  of  manhood,  and  had  engaged  in  all  the 
jmrsuits  which  lead  to  greatness  and  happiness. 
In  this  enthusiasm  there  was  falsehood  as  well  as 
prejudice,  or,  if  not  intentional  falsehood,  then  an 
ignorance  of  facts  :  the  system  of  government 
which  obtained  in  the  United  States  could  not  be 
called  the  government  which  Washington  had 
reared,  for  Washington  had  o])posed,  as  much  as 
he  could,  the  fundamental  dogma  of  universal  suf¬ 
frage  ;  he  had  clung,  to  the  last  hour  of  his  life,  to 
a  more  aristocratic  form  of  governmeut ;  and  he 
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had  left  upon  record,  in  public  as  well  as  private 
papers,  predictions  or  forebodings  of  the  anarchy 
and  other  evils  which  would  result  from  the  too 
great  extension  of  a  direct  democratic  influence 
and  the  use  of  universal  suffrage — predictions 
which  every  year  had  tended  to  realize.  The 
motions  of  Mr.  Parnell  on  the  subject  of  Irish 
tithes,  and  of  Mr.  Grattan  and  Lord  Donoughmore 
on  Catholic  emancipation,  and  the  important  ex¬ 
ertions  made  by  Sir  Samuel  Romilly  for  the 
reform  of  our  too  sanguinary  criminal  laws,  will  be 
noticed  in  other  chapters.  The  session  of  parlia¬ 
ment  terminated  on  the  21st  of  June.  The  royal 
speech,  which  was  again  delivered  by  commission, 
affirmed  that  Portugal  was  exerting  herself  with 
vigour  and  energy,  and  that  in  Spain,  notwith¬ 
standing  the  reverses  which  had  been  experienced, 
the  s[)irit  of  resistance  against  France  continued 
unsubdued  and  unabated. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  aspect  of  affairs 
in  the  Peninsula  was  far  from  bright.  The  battle 
of  Ocaha  had  left  Spain  without  any  considerable 
organised  army  in  the  field ;  and,  although  the 
supreme  junta  issued  an  address  to  the  Spanish 
nation  calculated  to  re-animate  patriotism  and 
check  despondency,  the  forced  loan  which  the 
junta  required  of  half  the  specie  possessed  by  indi¬ 
viduals,  with  other  sacrifices  and  exertions,  was  a 
measure  which  their  influence  and  reputation  were 
not  adequate  to  carry  into  effect.  The -sacrifice 
demanded  from  private  individuals  was  indeed  too 
great,  and  the  Spanish  people  had  too  little  confi¬ 
dence  in  the  virtue  of  their  public  men.  Several  of 
the  members  of  the  supreme  junta  were  suspected 
not  only  of  peculation  but  of  downright  treachery 
— of  seizing  the  money  of  the  people  with  one 
hand,  and  of  selling  the  people  and  the  country  to 
Joseph  Bonaparte  with  the  other.  In  the  course 
of  the  preceding  year,  besides  the  defeats  which 
we  have  enumerated,  the  Spaniards  had  sustained 
several  overthrow's.  General  Reding  had  been  de¬ 
feated  and  killed  in  the  battle  of  Vails,  and  Blake, 
who  had  succeeded  to  the  command-in-chief  of 
Catalonia,  Valencia,  and  Arragon,  having  rashly 
marched  to  meet  Suchet  in  the  open  field,  had  been 
defeated  in  two  sanguinary  affairs  near  Zaragoza 
and  Belchite,  and  had  lost  all  his  artillery,  most 
of  his  colours,  and  the  greater  part  of  his  men. 
But  the  way  in  which  the  Spaniards  had  defended 
the  old  walls  of  Gerona  gave  better  hopes  ;  for, 
though  that  place  had  surrendered  on  the  10th  of 
December,  it  had  only  yielded  to  famine  after  a 
six  months’  siege  :  though  rent  with  three  wide 
breaches,  it  had  constantly  repulsed  its  assailants, 
and  had  caused  them  a  terrible  loss ;  nor  did 
those  staunch  Spaniards  think  they  were  starving 
until  they  had  eaten  up  all  their  horses  and  mules. 

Towards  the  close  of  1809  Marshal  Soult  had 
been  appointed  chief  of  the  staff  and  principal  mili¬ 
tary  adviser  to  King  Joseph  in  the  place  of  Jourdan, 
who  was  recalled  to  Paris.  It  was  the  fate  of  all 
these  marshals  to  be  dissatisfied  with  the  service, 
and  to  cause  great  disappointment  and  dissatisfac¬ 
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tion  to  their  emperor,  in  whose  bosom,  however, 
these  unpleasant  feelings  continued  to  be  mitigated 
by  the  opportunity  afforded  him  of  saying,  “  I 
cannot  be  everywhere,”  and  of  showing  to  the 
French  people  how  much  their  glory  and  success 
depended  upon  him  personally.  Soult,  however, 
commenced  operations  with  vigour  and  with  a 
unity  of  plan.  Taking  with  him  King  Joseph, 
who  could  scarcely  have  been  safe  without  him,  the 
ablest  of  the  French  marshals  marched  upon  the 
Sierra  Morena  wdth  the  determination  of  crossing 
those  mountains  and  subduing  Andalusia,  together 
with  all  that  country  of  the  south  which  had  not 
yet  been  touched  by  the  French  arms.  The  folly 
of  Areizagas,  and  the  dolorous  rout  of  Ocana,  had 
left  no  army  to  defend  the  passes ;  without  the 
least  obstruction  Soult  poured  his  columns  through 
the  ravines  of  the  Sierra,  and  on  the  21st  of  Janu¬ 
ary  established  his  head-quarters  at  Baylen,  the 
scene  of  Dupont’s  surrender.  Soult’s  object  was 
to  reach  the  sea-coast  with  a  division  of  his  army 
and  seize  the  strong  city  of  Cadiz  before  it  could 
be  put  in  a  state  of  defence,  and  before  the  Duque 
d’ Albuquerque  should  be  able  to  reach  it  with  the 
fragments  of  a  Spanish  army  he  w'as  collecting. 
Moving,  therefore,  rapidly  from  Baylen,  Soult 
w’ith  one  corps  advanced  upon  Seville,  sending  two 
other  corps  in  the  direction  of  Malaga  and  Gra¬ 
nada.  The  supreme  junta  had  announced  their 
intention  of  retiring  from  Seville  to  Cadiz  on  the 
first  rumour  that  the  French  were  approaching  the 
Sierra  Morena ;  and,  before  Soult  had  reached 
Baylen,  their  authority  and  political  existence  was 
no  more.  The  citizens  of  Seville,  thinking  they 
were  abandoned  and  betrayed,  rose  in  tumult  and 
deposed  the  supreme  junta.  The  members  of  the 
junta  had  then  fled  to  Cadiz,  in  the  hope  that  there 
people  w'ould  still  recognise  their  authority  and 
submit  the  fate  of  the  country  to  their  guidance; 
but  the  citizens  of  Cadiz  rose  in  an  insurrection 
more  fierce  than  that  of  the  citizens  of  Seville,  and, 
finding  that  their  very  lives  were  threatened,  the 
members  of  the  junta  formally  resigned.  But 
before  this  public  act  they  named  a  temporary 
regency,  to  which  they  transferred  their  authority, 
stipulating  that  it  should  be  retained  only  till  the 
Cortes,  or  representation  of  the  whole  nation,  could 
be  assembled. 

As  usual  with  them,  the  fugitive  Spanish  gene¬ 
rals  and  the  wandering  junta  seem  to  have  taken 
no  thought  of  what  they  were  leaving  behind  them, 
provided  only  it  was  not  coined  money.  As  the 
French  advanced  from  town  to  town,  they  found 
and  collected  large  quantities  of  ordnance  and 
military  stores,  which  had  come  principally  from 
England,  and  which  any  people  but  the  Spaniards 
would  have  removed.  The  citizens  of  Seville  had 
talked  highly  about  defending  their  fine  old  town  ; 
but  the  city  was  too  vast  to  be  converted  into  a 
fortress,  no  preparations  had  been  made,  the 
assistance  of  British  troops  had  been  refused  by 
the  late  junta,  and  so  Soult  entered  Seville  not 
only  without  opposition  but  in  a  kind  of  triumph. 
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For  some  time  the  head-quarters  and  the  court  of 
King  Joseph  were  established  in  Seville.*  But 
Marshal  Victor  was  hurried  on  to  Cadiz  to  make 
sure  of  that  most  important  city.  In  rapid  march¬ 
ing  even  the  French  troops  were  not  equal  to  the 
Spaniards.  The  Duque  d’Albuquerque,  though 
he  had  a  long  way  to  come,  and  though  he  was 
embarrassed  by  some  absurd  orders  which  the 
supreme  junta  at  Seville  had  issued  before  it 
ceased  to  exist,  got  with  8000  or  10,000  men  to 
the  Isla  or  Isle  of  Leon  and  the  city  of  Cadiz 
before  Victor,  and  when  that  marshal  drew  near 
he  found  the  approaches  guarded  and  the  fortifica¬ 
tions  manned.  Albuquerque  had  marched  260 
English  miles  in  an  astonishing  short  space  of 
time.  -  If  he  had  arrived  four-and-twenty  hours 
later  than  he  did,  Cadiz  must  have  been  lost ;  and  if 
the  duque  had  followed  the  absurd  or  treacherous 
instructions  of  the  Seville  junta,  instead  of  coming 
to  the  Isla  de  Leon,  he  would  have  gone  towards 
Cordova  to  have  sustained  a  certain  defeat,  with¬ 
out  the  possibility  of  being  of  any  use.  But  the 
danger  at  Cadiz  was  not  yet  over ;  and  Albu¬ 
querque  himself  confessed  that,  if  Victor  had 
ventured  to  make  a  spirited  attack  on  his  first 
arrival,  he  must  have  succeeded,  and  that  nothing 

•  It  was  from  Seville  that  a  proclama!ion,  signed  some  days  before 
by  Josr*iih  llonap!irte,  was  issued  to  the  Spanish  people.  It  affected 
to  consider  that  the  contest  hail  never  been  dubious  and  was  now  de¬ 
cided.  It  called  upon  the  Sjianiards  to  submit  to  their  inevitable 
destiny  t  and  it  ropeaterl  the  menace  winch  Naiioleou  had  used,  by 
reminding  them  that  it  was  ttie  interest  of  France  to  preserve  the 
integrity  and  independence  of  Spain  ;  but  that,  if  Sjraiii  would  still 
remaiu  an  euemy,  France  muat  seek  to  weaken,  dismember,  and  de¬ 
stroy  her. 


I.I.E. 

but  British  assistance  could  enable  the  Spaniards 
to  hold  out.  Before  this  close  approach  of  danger 
offers  of  English  aid  and  advice,  which  had  been 
tendered  by  Lord  Wellington  in  the  preceding 
autumn,  and  which  had  been  repeated  since,  had 
been  proudly  if  not  insolently  rejected  at  Cadiz  as 
well  as  at  Seville ;  but  now  pride  and  jealousy 
gave  w'ay  to  fear,  and  the  Cadiz  junta  not  only 
consented  to  receive  British  troops,  but  implored 
that  they  might  be  sent  with  all  speed :  nay,  more 
than  this,  they  even  consented  to  receive  a  Portu¬ 
guese  regiment  for  the  service  at  Cadiz,  which  the 
Portuguese  regency  had  offered  to  send  at  the  in¬ 
stigation  of  Lord  Wellington.*  By  the  5th  of 
February,  only  two  days  after  Albuquerque’s  ar¬ 
rival  at  Cadiz,  Major-General  the  Honourable  W. 
Stewart  was  instructed  by  orders  from  Torres 
Vedras  to  embark  in  the  Tagus  with  two  compa¬ 
nies  of  artillery  lately  arrived  from  England,  with 
the  TQth  and  94th  regiments,  and  the  2nd  battalion 
of  the  87th,  to  proceed  instantly  to  Cadiz,  and 
there  to  land  and  co-operate  in  the  defence  of  the 
place  by  every  means  in  his  power.  And  within  four 
days  more  (though  every  man  seemed  required  for 
the  defence  of  Portugal)  Wellington  embarked  the 
20th  Portuguese  regiment  for  the  same  destination. 
The  arrival  of  these  British  and  Portuguese  troops 

•  Our  commauder-in-chief  ia  Portugal  had  clearly  foreseen  all  tint 
would  happen  iu  Spain  ;  that  the  Sierra  Morena  passes  would  not  be 
defended  ;  that  the  Freuch  would  soon  be  in  possession  of  Seville^ 
and  of  the  arsenals,  magazines,  and  manufactures  of  ;irms  which  liad 
been  established  there  ;  that  no  SiKinish  army  could  give  the  enemy 
any  opposition;  and  that,  for  the  preservation  of  Ca/iiz,  a  protnpt 
and  strenuous  etfbrt  must  be  made  by  yxa.^Culoncl  Ourivood,  Fuelling' 
ten  Dispatches. 
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now  gave  the  greatest  satisfaction  to  the  junta  and 
people  of  Cadiz.  Other  British  forces,  together 
witli  a  fragment  of  the  Spanish  army  which  had 
escaped  from  the  field  of  Ocafia,  were  brought 
down  from  Gibraltar,  and  other  small  cojps  were 
brought  iu  from  various  places;  so  that  it  was 
calculated  that  there  were  18,000  Spanish  troops 
for  the  defence  of  Cadiz  and  the  Isla  de  Leon, 
besides  the  volunteers  of  the  town  and  the  British 
and  Portuguese  troops.  The  number  of  British 
alone  soon  amounted  to  6000  men ;  and  Lieute¬ 
nant-General  Graham,  one  of  the  bravest  and  best 
of  our  officers,  was  sent  out  from  England  to  take 
the  command  of  them.  The  new  junta — more 
docile  than  junta  had  ever  been  before — also 
consented  to  give  the  direction  of  the  Spanish  lleet 
to  Admiral  Purvis,  who  brought  in  his  own 
squadron  to  co-operate  in  the  defence.  The  Spa¬ 
nish  ships  of  the  line  were  twenty  in  number : 
some  of  them  were  not  rigged,  many  of  them  were 
almost  falling  to  pieces  for  -want  of  repair;  but  a 
little  patching  made  them  available  for  floating 
but  fi.\.ed  batteries,  and  for  other  useful  purposes  ; 
and  the  British  admiral  moored  them  all  across 
the  harbour.  Both  Soult  and  Joseph  came  down 
to  the  coast;  and,  by  the  15th  of  February,  the 
French  army,  which  occupied  the  neighbouring 
country  from  Rota  to  Chiclana,  w’as  estimated  at 
25,000  men.  The  siege  or  blockade  of  Cadiz  lasted 
more  than  thirty  months,  or  from  the  5th  of  Fe¬ 
bruary,  1810,  to  the  12th  of  August,  1812,  when 
it  was  finally  raised  in  consequence  of  the  succes¬ 
sive  advantages  gained  by  Wellington.  In  strict¬ 
ness  of  language  it  could  neither  be  called  a  siege 
nor  a  blockade;  fur,  though  they  cast  peculiar 
guns  and  mortars  for  the  purpose,  the  French  were 
kept  at  such  a  distance  that  they  could  scarcely 
throw  a  shell  or  shot  into  the  place;  and,  as  for 
a  blockade,  they  could  not  so  much  as  cut  off  ah 
its  communications  by  land,  while  the  communi¬ 
cations  by  sea  were  kept  constantly  open  by  the 
English  fleet,  so  that  all  needful  supplies  of  pro¬ 
visions,  reinforcements,  &c.  were  carried  in  from 
England,  from  the  coast  of  Barbary,  from  Gibral¬ 
tar,  and  from  other  places  on  the  Spanish  coast. 
It  was  rather  an  observation  than  a  siege  or  a 
blockade  ;  but  it  gave  constant  occupation  to  French 
forces  varying  from  25,000  to  15,000  men,  and  it 
led  to  no  inconsiderable  loss,  in  detail;  for  the 
guerillas,  who  were  fast  increasing  in  numbers  and 
in  boldness,  ])aid  the  French  lines  many  visits,  and 
frequently  cut  oft'  and  cut  to  pieces  their  detach¬ 
ments  and  convoys. 

The  two  other  corps  d’armce  which  Soult  liad 
sent  to  the  south-eastern  coast  encountered  but  few 
obstacles.  Nearly  the  wdiole  of  Andalusia  was  over¬ 
run.  Seba>tiani  entered  Granada  without  resistance, 
and  carried  the  old  Moorish  town  of  Alaha  by  storm. 
Between  that  place  and  Malaga  he  had  to  encoun¬ 
ter  bands  of  armed  peasants,  headed  by  priests  and 
monks,  but  he  cut  his  way  through  them  ;  and  the 
populous  and  i)leasant  town  of  Malaga  threw  open 
its  gates.  The  place  pleased  the  French  so  much 
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that  there  they  seemed  determined  to  stop ;  but,  as 
the  insarreciion  spread  to  the  mountains  on  the 
borders  of  Murcia,  and  as  Blake  M-as  again  col¬ 
lecting  an  army  in  that  quarter,  Sebastiani,  in  the 
month  of  April,  entered  that  province,  and,  after  a 
number  of  petty  actions,  obliged  the  Sjjaniards  to 
retreat  down  to  the  eastern  coast  and  take  shelter 
within  the  walls  of  Alicant.  But  in  all  the  moun¬ 
tains  which  traverse  or  hem  in  the  great  country  of 
Andalusia  the  entire  population  was  in  arms, 
causing  coirstant  troidrle  and^/requent  loss.  To 
subdue  this  insurrection,  and  to  keep  open  the 
communication  between  the  corps  of  Victor  at 
Cadiz  and  that  of  Sebastiani  at  Malaga,  a  body  of 
6000  French  had  been  left  at  Ronda,  a  romantic 
old  hill  town,  situated  among  cork  woods,  and  in 
the  midst  of  the  lofty  mountains  called  the  Sierra 
de  Ronda.  To  surprise  these  French  a  detachment 
of  Spanish  troops,  commanded  by  General  Lacey, 
moved  rapidly  from  Algeciras,  in  the  Bay  of  Gib¬ 
raltar,  into  the  interior  of  the  country,  and,  by 
taking  bye  roads  across  mountains  and  forests,  they 
came  so  suddenly  upon  the  French  at  Ronda  that 
they  gained  a  victory  without  the  trouble  of  fighting 
for  it.  The  French  fled  panic-stricken  and  in  the 
greatest  disorder,  leaving  nearly  all  their  arms  and 
ammunition,  which  were  distributed  among  the 
mountaineers.  The  arrival  of  fresh  forces  from 
Seville,  from  Cadiz,  and  from  Malaga  (from  which 
three  places  Ronda  is  about  equidistant),  com¬ 
pelled  these  hardy  insurgents  to  withdraw  to  their 
fastnesses  ;  but  this  was  only  for  a  season. 

In  Catalonia,  O’Donnell,  the  best  of  the  Spanish 
generals,  kept  up  a  more  regular  system  of  warfare 
against  the  French,  being  assisted  by  the  nature  of 
the  ground,  which  was  interspersed  with  numerous 
strong  positions,  and  dotted  by  a  good  many  for¬ 
tresses,  and  also  by  the  English  squadron  along  the 
coast,  and  by  the  organisation  and  daring  spirit  of 
the  Catalonian  militia,  known  by  the  name  of 
Somatenes  and  Miguelets.  In  several  of  their 
enterprises,  O’Donnell  completely  foiled  Marshals 
Suchet,  Augereau,  and  Macdonald  ;  and,  though 
often  forced  to  retreat  from  the  more  open  part  of 
the  country,  his  Catalans  kept  their  ground  in  the 
mountains,  and  continued  to  inflict  terrible  losses 
on  the  invaders. 

But  all  eyes  were  now  fixed  upon  Portugal,  and 
upon  the  British  army  there,  for  it  was  known  that 
the  great  effort  of  the  campaign  on  the  part  of  the 
French  would  be  made  in  that  direction.  The 
p)eace  with  Austria  had  enabled  Bonaparte  to  send 
large  reinforcements  from  Germany'  into  Spain. 
During  the  winter  Junot  and  Drouet  had  crossed 
the  Pyrenees  with  two  fresh  corps ;  they  were  fol¬ 
lowed  by  a  part  of  the  imperial  guards,  and  it  was 
rumoured  that  the  emperor  himself  was  coming. 
By  the  beginning  of  the  month  of  April,  Ney, 
Kellermann,  and  Loison,  with  about  60,000  men, 
were  in  Old  Castile  and  Leon,  threatening  the 
Portuguese  frontier  iu  that  direction ;  and,  as  a 
prelude,  they  had  besieged  and  taken  Astorga,  and 
had  made  their  preparations  for  the  siege  of  Ciudad 
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Rodrigo.  At  the  same  time  General  Regnier  was 
on  tlie  borders  of  Spanish  Estremadura  with  about 
12,000  men,  menacing  the  frontier  of  Portugal  on 
that  ^  side.  Bonaparte,  in  the  honeymoon  of  his 
inarrfage  with  the  imperial  Austrian,  did  not  come, 
but  he  sent  hlarshal  Massena,  Prince  of  Essling, 
to  take  the  command  of  the  army  in  Old  Castile 
and  Leon,  which  now  assumed  the  name  of  “  the 
Army  of  Portugal.”  hlassena  had  obtained  the 
name  of  the  darling  child  of  Victory ;  Massena, 
from  his  earliest  essays  as  a  commander  in  the 
Maritime  Alps  and  the  Apennines,  had  been  accus¬ 
tomed  to  mountain  warfare;  Massena,  though  with 
an  evident  injustice  to  Soult,  was  considered  the 
greatest  general  and  strategist  next  to  Bonapaite 
himself ;  so,  assuredly,  with  superior  forces,  hlas- 
sena  could  not  fail  in  executing  his  emperor’s  com¬ 
mission,  which  was  simply  this — to  drive  the  Eng¬ 
lish  leopards  and  the  sepoy  general  into  the  sea. 
Massena  liimself  had  no  doubt  as  to  his  success, 
for  on  cpiitting  Paris  he  had  said  that  he  only  re¬ 
quired  three  months  to  replace  the  eagles  of  the 
emperor  on  the  walls  of  Lisbon.  He  arrived  at 
Valladolid  about  the  middle  of  May,  and  assumed 
the  command  not  only  over  the  corps  of  Ney,  Kel- 
lermann,  and  Loison,  but  also  over  those  of  Junot 
and  Drouet.  Without  counting  large  detachments 
and  garrisons  left  in  the  provinces  of  Valladolid, 
Santander,  and  Leon,  Massena  had  thus  90,000 
men  under  arms  for  the  field;  but  the  corps  of 
Drouet,  about  18,000  strong,  did  not  take  part  in 
the  campaign  in  Portugal  until  it  was  somewhat 
advanced ;  and  Regnier  w  as  left  in  Estremadura 
for  some  time  longer  with  his  10,000  or  12,000 
men.  It  was  therefore  with  a  force  of  from  60,000 
to  62,000  men  that  Massena  first  put  himself  in 
motion  to  meet  Loid  Wellington.  Elis  lordship, 
who  had  been  but  stintingly  reinforced  during  the 
w  inter,  and  who  had  been  obliged  to  send  troops  to 
Cadiz,  had  about  24,000  Brutish  troops,  and  from 
28,000  to  30,000  Portuguese  regulars.  There  was, 
moreover,  a  consideralde  Portuguese  militia,  em¬ 
ployed  nrostly  in  the  garrisons  and  in  tire  provinces 
beyond  the  Douro,  in  Alemtejo  and  Algarve — irr 
short,  on  the  wings  of  his  lordship’s  regular  army. 
But,  while  Massena  could  concentrate  his  whole 
force  for  the  attack  on  Portugal  north  of  the  Tagus, 
Wellington  was  obliged  to  leave  part  of  his  force  in 
the  {)rovinces  south  of  that  river  to  guard  against 
any  sudden  nrovement  of  Soult’s  army  of  Anda¬ 
lusia,  which,  being  more  than  60,000  strong,  might 
very  possibly  be  induced  to  send  a  strong  detach¬ 
ment  into  Alemtejo,  where  General  Hill  with  12,000 
nren  was  already  observed  by  Regnier,  with  a  force 
nearly  if  not  quite  equal  to  his  own.  Scarcely  one- 
half  of  Hill’s  troops  were  British.  iSIassena’s  army 
was  mostly  composed  of  old  soldiers  flushed  with 
recent  success  and  in  a  high  state  of  training. 
Lord  Wellington  could  only  confidently  rely  upon 
the  British  part  of  his  forces,  for  the  Portuguese 
regulars  were  as  yet  untried,  and  the  militia  was 
not  at  all  to  be  trusted  in  the  o])en  field.  Great 
pains  had,  however,  been  taken  by  Marshal  Bercs- 
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ford  with  the  Portuguese  rcgtdiirs ;  many  of  the 
officers  of  those  troops  were  English,  and  Lord 
Wellington  had  brigaded  several  of  the  regiments 
with  British  regiments,  judging  rightly  that,  lieing 
mixed  with  English  corps,  they  would  feel  a  greater 
confidence  in  their  first  trial,  and  a  nobler  emula¬ 
tion  afterwards.  These  Portuguese  regulars  glo¬ 
riously  justified  the  confidence  placed  in  them. 
Early  in  June,  Massena  commenced  operations  in 
earnest  by  investing  Ciudad  Rodrigo,  which  was 
defended  by  a  Spanish  garrison,  but  which  was 
almost  within  sight  of  the  British  advanced  divi¬ 
sion  posted  on  the  Azava.  The  Spaniards  de¬ 
fended  themselves  bravely  till  the  10th  of  July, 
when,  a  practicable  breach  being  made,  the  French 
entered  the  place  by  capitulation.  Bonaparte’s 
Moniteur  taunted  Wellington  for  having  per¬ 
mitted  the  siege  to  ])roceed,  in  sight  of  his  outposts, 
without  making  an  attempt  to  relieve  the  place ; 
and  the  reproach  was  repeated,  not  only  by  many 
Spaniards,  but  also  by  some  of  Wellington’s  own 
officers.  But  his  lordship  knew  his  business  better 
than  to  play  into  the  hands  of  the  E’rcnch  by  any 
rash  or  false  movement.  He  could  not  risk  his 
small  army  for  the  relief  of  Ciudad  Rodrigo  ;  his 
object  and  his  paramount  duty  was  to  defend  Por¬ 
tugal,  and  above  all  Lisbon.  This  he  had  jiledged 
liimself  to  do,  and  he  knew  he  could  do  it.  He 
had  not  promised  the  Spanish  governor  that  he 
would  attempt  to  relieve  him  by  risking  the  safety 
of  Portugal.  He  had  offered,  indeed,  to  unite  the 
whole  British  army  for  the  relief  of  Ciudad  Rodrigo, 
by  making  General  Hill’s  corps  cross  the  Tagus,  if 
the  Marques  dela  Romana,  who  had  collected  some 
forces  in  Estremadura,  would  undertake  to  maintain 
himself  there  against  Regnier  ;  but  the  marques,  in 
several  interviews  which  he  had  with  his  lordshij) 
during  the  siege,  declared  point  blank  that  he  could 
not  maintain  himself  in  Estremadura,  or  in  any¬ 
way  cover  that  frontier  of  Portugal,  if  General  Hill 
should  cross  the  Tagus.*  He  departed  not  a  hair’s 
breadth  from  his  plan  :  he  calmly  retained  his  posi¬ 
tion  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Coa,  having  his  light 
division  advanced  a  little  beyond  that  river.  As 
the  corps  of  Marshal  Ney  came  thundering  on  after 
the  fall  of  Ciudad  Rodrigo,  it  came  in  contact  with 
our  light  division,  which  was  commanded  by  Gc- 

*  Dispatch  to  Lord  Liverpool,  in  Colonel  Giirwood,  Wcllinglon  Dis¬ 
patches. — The  Vitncii,  who  were  ^reatly  enraged  at  beii'g  detained 
more  than  a  month  helbre  Ciudad  Rodrigo,  a  place  liardly  to  be  ranked 
in  the  third  order  of  fortresses — a  place  commanded  from  many  points, 
and  destitute  of  any  bomb-proofs — w  ith  their  ordinary  delicacy  accusetl 
Lord  Wellington,  in  their  Moiiitcnr,  of  lying  and  deception,  and  of 
ha\ ing  deceived  Ilerraste,  the  Spanish  gcneriil,  with  hopes  of  relief. 
Ilis  lordship's  calm  and  dignified  vcyly  is  contained  in  the  above 
dispatch  to  Lord  Liverpool.  llona])arle's  generals,  moreover,  had 
adopted  the  principle  that  every  tow  n  that  had  no  hope  of  relief  from 
w  ithout  was  bound  to  snrremler  immediately,  and  not  to  impede  the 
march  of  a  great  army.  “It  is  a  very  convenient  doctrine  for  the 
French,”  sajs  bis  lurd'^bip,  “  th  it  a  foitilied  place  which  is  attacked 
hy  them,  and  has  no  hope  of  relief  fiom  an  army  in  the  field,  ouglil  to 
surrender  without  making  any  defence;  hut  the  contrary  doctrine  is 
the  only  one  by  which  they  can  1  c  elTectually  opposed.  The  inha- 
lulants  of  every  town  in  a  state  of  siege  must  suffer  considerably,  but 
their  remaining  in  it  during  the  period  of  siege  is  a  matter  of  cln>ice, 
and  in  the  case  of  Ciudad  Rodrigo,  in  particular,  was  not  a  matter  of 
necessity;  and  it  would  be  quite  a  new  principle  in  war,  and  a  most 
advantageous  one  for  tin*  French,  that  e\ cry  town  Ihieatened  with  a 
siege,  of  which  the  inhabitants  might  feel  the  inconvenience,  and  for 
which  there  could  be  no  hope  of  relict  by  an  army  in  the  field,  ought 
to  suvreuder  w  ithout  making  any  defence,” 
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neral  Craufurd,  a  very  brave  and  an  able  man,  but 
somewhat  hot-headed  and  self-willed.  Instead  of 
falling  in  quietly  and  easily,  as  he  had  been  ordered 
to  do,  Craufurd,  eager  for  fame,  halted  repeatedly, 
and  disputed  the  ground  against  a  much  superior 
force  :  he  finished  by  effecting  his  retreat  in  a 
masterly  manner  by  a  bridge  across  the  Coa,  by 
repulsing  the  French  in  their  attempt  to  follow  him, 
and  by  costingNey  1000  men  in  killed  and  wounded. 
But  Craufurd  himself  suffered  considerable  loss, 
and  Wellington  could  ill  bear  any  useless  reduction 
of  his  small  British  force.  This  fighting,  however, 
gave  Massena  a  specimen  of  the  resistance  he  was 
likely  to  encounter  in  his  march  to  Lisbon,  and  it 
delayed  for  a  day  or  two  some  of  the  enemy’s 
0})erations.* 

Massena,  upon  crossing  the  frontiers  of  Portugal 
after  the  reduction  of  Ciudad  Rodrigo,  issued  a 
flaming  ])rocbimation  to  the  Portuguese,  abusing 
the  English  as  the  cause  of  all  mischief  and  discord, 
and  attributing  the  presence  of  Wellington’s  army 
in  Portugal  to  “  the  insatiable  ambition  of  Eng¬ 
land as  if  “the  presence  of  French  armies  in 

*  The  enemy  afiorwjirds  made  three  ofTorls  lo  storm  tlie  hridpc  over 
the  Cod.  ill  all  of  which  they  were  repulsed  by  Craul’urd  and  his  lij^ht 
division. — Dbputchcs. 

“  riiere  c  in  Ixj  uo  doubt  that  in  this  shinnish  tlie  llritisli  1roo]>8 
fully  supported  their  ehuraetcr  for  gallantrv  and  coolness;  but  it  was 
to  he  regretted  that  tlie  action  had  taken  place  at  all.  It  uas  not  our 
wisdom  lo  waste  our  strength  in  pKVtial  encounters,  partiuiiiarly  when 

these  must  he  followed  by  a  retrograde  movement . Yet  was 

(/raufurd  tin  oflicT*  ot  siuguhir  jibility  and  braver}',  and  certainly  one 
of  the  best  of  the  array,  as  all  liis  procee«lings  showed.  lJut  I  doubt  if 
lie  was  strictly  within  his  orders  ;  and  ceiiaiulv  considerable  dissatis¬ 
faction  was  felt  at  head-quarters  when  the  report  of  the  affair  came 
\n:'-’M(irquess  of  I^>nfionfU‘rrij,  Memoir  if  the  Peninsular  /f'nr. 


Spain  and  Portugal  bore  evidence  of  the  total  want 
of  ambition  on  the  part  of  France.”*  The  pro¬ 
clamation  ended  by  recommending  the  Portuguese 
people  to  remain  perfectly  quiet,  and  receive  the 
French  soldiers  as  friends,  in  which  case  thev 
should  find  protection  for  their  persons  and  ])ro- 
]ierty.  But  the  conduct  of  Massena’s  army  had 
already  been  vindictive,  unprincipled,  monstrous. 
Lord  Wellington  issued  a  counter-proclamation,  in 
which  he  said,  “  The  time  which  has  elapsed 
during  which  the  enemy  have  remained  upon  the 
frontiers  of  Portugal  has  fortunately  afforded  the 
Portuguese  nation  experience  of  what  they  are  to 
expect  from  the  French.  The  people  had  remained 
in  some  villages,  trusting  to  the  enemy’s  promises, 
and  vainly  believing  that,  by  treating  the  enemies 
of  their  country  in  a  friendly  manner,  they  should 
conciliate  their  forbearance ;  that  their  properties 
would  be  res])ected,  that  their  women  would  be 
saved  from  violation,  and  that  their  lives  would  be 
spared.  Vain  hopes  !  The  people  of  these  devoted 
villages  have  snilered  every  evil  which  a  cruel 
enemy  could  indict.  Their  property  has  been 
plundered,  tlieir  houses  and  furniture  have  been 
burnt,  their  women  have  been  ravished,  and  the 
unfortunate  inhabitants,  whose  age  or  sex  did  not 
tempt  the  brutal  violence  of  the  soldiers,  have  fallen 
the  victims  of  the  imprudent  confidence  they  re¬ 
posed  in  promises  which  were  only  made  to  he 
violated.  The  Portuguese  now  see  that  they  have 
no  remedy  for  tlie  evil  with  whicli  they  are  threat- 

•  A.  ViiMiSHMix,  Military  Life  of  the  Ihike  of  "Wellington. 
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ened  but  deteniuiied  resistance.  Resistance,  and 
the  determination  to  render  the  enemy’s  advance 
into  their  country  as  difficult  as  possible,  by  re¬ 
moving  out  of  his  way  everything  that  is  valuable, 
or  that  can  contribute  to  his  existence,  or  frustrate 
his  progress,  are  the  only  and  certain  remedies  for 
the  evils  with  which  they  are  threatened.  The 
army  under  my  command  will  protect  as  large  a 
proportion  of  the  country  as  will  be  in  their  power; 
but  it  is  obvious  that  the  people  can  save  themselves 
only  by  resistance  to  the  enem}",  and  their  pro¬ 
perties  only  by  removing  them.  The  duty,  how'- 
ever,  which  I  owe  to  his  royal  highness  the  Prince 
Regent,  and  to  the  Portuguese  nation,  will  oblige 
me  to  use  the  power  and  authority  in  my  hands 
to  force  tlie  weak  and  the  indolent  to  make  an 
exertion  to  save  themselves  from  the  danger  which 
awaits  tliem,  and  to  save  their  country  ;  and  I 
hereby  declare  that  all  the  magistrates  or  persons 
in  authority  who  remain  in  the  towns  or  vdlages 
after  receiving  orders  from  any  of  the  military 
officers  to  retire  from  them,  and  all  persons  of 
whatever  description  who  hold  any  communication 
with  the  enemy,  and  aid  and  assist  them  in  any 
manner,  will  be  considered  traitors  to  the  state, 
and  shall  be  tried  and  punished  accordingly.”  * 
Marshal  Massena  found  he  could  not  move 
quite  so  rapidly  as  he  had  calculated  on  doing. 
He  had  given  himself  only  three  months  to 
achieve  the  conquest  of  Portugal  and  drive  Lord 
Wellington  into  the  sea;  but  he  passed  nearly 
one  whole  month  in  inactivity  on  the  line  of 
the  Coa.  In  the  interval  General  Regnier  quitted 
Spanish  Estremadura,  crossed  the  Tagus  with 
his  whole  corps,  and  established  himself  at  Coria 
and  Plasencia ;  and  General  Hill,  making  a 
corresponding  movement,  had  also  crossed  the 

*  Proclamation  (o  the  people  of  Portugal,  dated  4t]i  August,  181 0, 
in  Gurwood,  Wellington  Dispatches:  new  ediiion,  1828. 


Tagus  to  take  post  at  Atalaya,  from  whence  he 
could  either  be  joined  to  Lord  Wellington’s 
army  or  could  be  throwm  again  in  front  of  Gene¬ 
ral  Regnier."^  At  last,  on  the  15lh  of  August, 
the  French  broke  ground  before  Almeida.  This 
ancient  but  strongly  fortified  city,  situated  in  the 
province  of  Beira,  between  the  rivers  Coa  and 
Turones,  at  the  distance  of  less  than  30  miles 
from  Ciudad  Rodrigo,  was  defended  by  a  good 
Portuguese  garrison,  commanded  by  an  English 
officer.  Colonel  Cox,  who  was  prepared  for  a  de¬ 
termined  resistance.  Lord  Wellington  brought 
his  army  nearer,  so  as  to  be  able  to  strike  a  blow 
if  the  enemy  should  afford  an  opportunity,  and  at  all 
events  to  oblige  Massena  to  keep  his  corps  in  a 
more  collected  state  during  the  siege,  which  would 
render  his  operations  the  more  difficult  on  account 
of  the  want  of  subsistence.  The  French  opened 
their  fire  on  the  26th  of  August,  and  on  the  night 
of  the  27th,  in  consequence  of  the  accidental  ex¬ 
plosion  of  a  magazine  which  contained  nearly  all 
the  ammunition,  and  by  which  a  large  part  of  the 
town  and  defences  were  destroyed,  the  governor 
w'as  obliged  to  capitulate.  Some  treachery  was 
suspected  ;  but  it  appears  more  probable  that  the 
awful  explosion  arose  from  one  of  those  accidents 
which  no  one  can  foresee,  and  to  which  all  military 
actions  are  more  or  less  liable.  There  was,  how¬ 
ever,  a  good  deal  of  treachery  afterwards ;  the 
Portuguese  major  commanding  the  artillery,  who 
was  the  person  employed  by  Cox  to  settle  the  capi¬ 
tulation,  went  out  and  informed  the  French  of  the 
exact  state  ih  which  the  explosion  had  left  Al- 

*  Dispatches.  “  General  Hill  had  for  some  time  been  altering  his 
quarters,  in  conformity  to  the  changeable  habits  of  the  enemy. 
Wherever  General  Regnier  appeared,  the  British  general  was  in  his 
front.  This  became  a  measure,  with  reference  to  the  invasion  of  the 
country,  of  positive  importance  ;  although  it  was  ultimately  proved 
that  no  idea  of  entering  the  Portugiiese  territory  on  more  than  one 
line  was  ever  contcmpLited  by  the  French  geneials.’’— Cu/yne/  Leitk 
Ihvjy  Narrative  of  the  Peninsular  fVar. 
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mciJa,  and  never  returned!  Massena  made  the 
traitor  a  colonel!  Moreover,  the  whole  of  the  24th 
Portuguese  regiment,  with  the  exception  of  its  major 
and  of  its  English  otllccrs,  went  at  once  into  the 
French  service  !*  Lord  Wellington  was  greatly 
disappointed,  for  he  reckoned  on  the  place  detain¬ 
ing  Massena  till  the  rainy  season  set  in.  He  seemed, 
however,  provided  for  everything  ;  and,  strange  to 
sav,  his  famed  opponent  let  nearly  three  weeks 
elapse  after  the  reduction  of  Almeida  before  he 
seriously  moved  forward.  This  strange  delay  nearly 
brought  on  the  rainy  season,  which  the  English  ge¬ 
neral  wanted,  as  the  swelling  rivers  and  streams, 
and  the  increasing  badness  of  the  roads,  must 
greatly  retard  the  march  of  the  French  columns. f 
Lord  Wellington  fell  back  with  the  main  body 
of  Ins  army  to  the  valley  of  the  Mondego,  and  fixed 
his  head-cpiarters  at  Gouvea.  No  French  corps 
advanced  to  supply  the  place  of  Rcgnier  in  Extre¬ 
madura,  so  that  the  English,  having  all  their  ene¬ 
mies  concentrating  in  their  front,  or  along  the 
frontier  between  the  Uouro  and  the  Tagus,  had 
nothing  to  fear  from  any  other  quarter.  On  the 
loth  of  September  the  great  French  army  began 
its  march  down  the  valley  of  the  Mondego,  by  the 
right  bank  of  the  river,  in  the  direction  of  Coim¬ 
bra,  through  Viseu.  Here  the  vaunted  Massena 
seems  to  have  committed  another  mistake.  “  There 
are  certainly,”  said  Wellington,  “  many  bad 
roads  in  Portugal,  but  the  enemy  has  taken  de¬ 
cidedly  the  worst  in  the  whole  kingdom.”  His 
lordship,  who  had  retired  by  tlie  left  bank  of  the 
Mondego,  and  by  a  better  road,  now  crossed  the 
river,  and  took  up  a  strong  position  in  front  of 
Coimbra.  He  had  already  called  up  from  Atalaya 
and  the  south  the  coijis  of  Hill  and  Leith,  and 
those  generals  were  marching  rapidly  to  the  jMoii- 
dego  and  to  the  position  appointed  for  them  on 
“  grim  Bmaco's  iron  ridge.”  Some  troops  were 
left  on  the  left  bank  of  the  river  to  secure  the 
high  road  to  Lisbon  on  that  side  ;  but,  with  this 
exception.  Lord  Wellington’s  whole  army,  as  well 
Portuguese  as  Ihiglish,  were  collected,  by  the  24th, 
upon  the  Serra  de  Busaco,  a  lofty  mountain-ridge 
extending  from  the  Mondego  to  the  northward. 
Altogether  the  ridge  extended  nearly  eight  miles, 
forming  the  segment  of  a  circle,  whose  extreme 
points  embraced  the  enemy’s  position.  The  firccs 

*  “  It  is  said,”  siys ‘Wellington,  “that  tlipir  ohjert  is  to  have  an 
op])ovlunity  of  dewiiii:;''  lioni  it,  vvltich  is  well  euouj^h  fnv  t)>i‘  juivate 
soUlIeis,  hilt  highly  irm^Hhieerul  to  the  cliaractev  ol'  the  oHicers.” — 
Dispatrlirs. 

f  ll  sUouhl  ap]U‘ai*  that,  while  ‘Wellington  was  prepared  for  every¬ 
thing,  Mas'jciia  was  prepai  ed  for  nothing.  The  rrencli  had  under¬ 
taken  tlie  last  siege  necessary  to  be  uudertaUeu  before  advancing  upon 
I.,i>bon,  ami  treachery  or  a  most  fortunate  accident  had  thrown  Al¬ 
meida  into  the  power  of  Mtisseiia  a  montli  before  he  had  any  rigid  to 
expect  that  advantage.  “  Hut/'  says  a  military  writer.  “  what  is  the 
utility  of  fortuii  ite  aecidenl,  in  a  military  point  of  view,  unless  imtno- 
di.ate  advantage  can  ho  lak<*n?  It  has  always  aiiptawed  to  nut  tlie 
most  hrilliaut  icatnre  in  this  campaign  of  Lord  Wellington,  and  one 
presenting  a  remarkable  contra.st  in  the  maturity  of  airangenient  of 
two  distingnislied  men  : — a  very  lormidahle  annv  thre.ileneil  tlie 
eountry  which  the  Hrilisli  gencra'l  was  destined  to  defend:  it  reduced 
one  fortress  and  laid  .siege  to  another,  w  here,  contrary  to  all  human 
calenlalion.  acchlent  occirsiotied  the  fa!!.  'I'ln?  consequence  was.  that. 
Lord  Wellington  being  iirepared  for  all  conling«-neies,  the  ])rematnre 
rednetion  of  .‘Mineiila  <lid  not  e-sentially  annoy  liiin,  while  his  unla- 
gonist  was  uuprejiared  ])romptly  to  follow  up  the  advau  age  naturally 
arising  from  the  circumstance/' — Colonel  Leith  Ihiy. 
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of  the  mountain  towards  the  Freucb  were  very  steep, 
.and,  in  some  places,  quite  precipitous.  The  Serra 
was  traversed  Iry  three  roads  leading  to  Coimbra ; 
but  good  care  was  taken  to  defend  these  and  several 
gorges  and  defiles,  which,  though  not  regular 
roads,  at  times  afforded  passage  to  shepherds  and 
their  flocks,  and  smugglers  with  their  mules.  To 
convey  some  idea  of  the  great  extent  of  the  posi¬ 
tion  at  Busaco,  it  has  been  stated  that  after  50,000 
men  had  been  placed  upon  it,  a  space  of  nearly 
two  miles  intervened  from  the  left  of  General 
Leith’s  corps  to  tire  right  of  the  third  division, 
which  stood  next  in  line.  At  the  loftiest  summit  of 
the  ragged  mountain,  about  two  miles  from  its 
northern  extremitv,  there  was  a  lonelv  convent  of 
Carmelites,  and  there  Lord  Wellington  fixed  his 
head-quarters.  Tlie  26th  of  September  was  a 
beautiful  day,  with  bright  sunshine.  From  the 
lieights  of  Busaco,  which  command  a  very  ex¬ 
tensive  jirospect  over  the  low  country  to  the  east¬ 
ward,  all  the  movements  of  Massena’s  army  of 
Portugal  were  distinctly  visible,  at  first  by  the  aid 
of  glasses,  and  then  to  the  naked  eye :  it  was  im¬ 
possible  to  conceal  them  from  the  observation  of 
our  troops  stationed  all  along  the  Serra;  nor  did 
the  enemy  seem  to  aim  at  any  concealment.  One 
of  the  animated  spectators  on  the  height  says — 
“  Rising  grounds  were  covered  with  troops,  can¬ 
non,  or  equipages :  the  widely  extended  country 
seemed  to  contain  a  host  moving  forward,  or  gra¬ 
dually  condensing  into  numerous  masses,  checked 
in  their  progress  by  the  grand  natural  barrier  on 
which  we  were  placed,  at  the  base  of  which  it 
became  necessary  to  pause.  In  imposing  appear¬ 
ances  as  to  numerical  strength,  I  have  never  seen 
anything  comparable  to  that  of  the  enemy’s  army 
from  Busaco  :  it  was  not  alone  an  army  eucamjied 
before  us,  but  a  multitude — cavalrv,  infantry,  aitil- 
lery,  cars  of  the  country,  horses,  tribes  of  mules 
with  their  attendants,  suttlers,  followers  of  every 
descri])tion,  formed  the  moving  scene  upon  which 
Lord  Wellington  and  his  army  looked  down.”* 
The  evening  of  tlie  26th  closed  upon  the  allies 
finally  arranged  in  position  on  Busaco;  and,  after 
daik,  the  u  hole  country  at  the  foot  of  the  moun¬ 
tains,  and  far  away  iii  their  front,  was  illuminated 
by  the  fires  of  the  French  army.  As  early  as  two 
o’clock  in  the  morning  of  tlie  27th,  our  silent  and 
motionless  army  could  distinctly  hear  the  stir  of 
preparation  in  the  French  camp.  In  the  grev  of 
the  morning  those  immense  columns  were  seen  in 
motion,  with  our  jiiquets  and  some  of  our  light 
troo])s  retiring  before  them.  It  is  said  that  Mar¬ 
shal  Ncy,  on  arriving  at  the  base  of  tlie  Serra  dc 
Busaco,  liad  been  strongly  impressed  with  an 
opinion  of  the  iinattackable  nature  of  the  ground 
which  'Wellington  bad  chosen,  but  that  Massena, 
scorning  Ney’s  advice,  determined,  afier  recon¬ 
noitring,  to  try  the  strength  of  Busaco.  Massena 
had  hoped  to  cross  the  Serra  and  penetrate  to 
Coimbra  before  Wellington  could  collect  an  at  my 
strong  enough  to  ojipose  liis  march ;  and  even 
*  Colonel  Leith  II, ly. 
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no^v,  thnngli  he  saw  clearly  enough  that  the  English  j 
general  was  determined  to  risk  tlie  experiment  of  1 
a  battle,  he  deceived  himself  as  to  the  amonnt  of 
liis  forces;  for  some  corps  of  the  allies  were  con¬ 
cealed  hy  tlie  nature  of  the  ground,  and  a  Portu¬ 
guese  reserve  and  some  English  regiments  had 
been  halted  out  of  sietht  on  the  reverse  of  the 

O 

Serra  or  on  the  face  of  the  hill  which  slopes  down 
towards  Coimbra.  Besides,  Alassena  saw  that  a 
])art  of  Wellington’s  front  line  was  composed  of  i 
Portuguese  troops,  that  entire  Portuguese  regi¬ 
ments  were  mixed  with  the  British ;  and  he, 
and  all  the  French  under  him,  despised  the  Por¬ 
tuguese  trooiis  as  much  as  they  did  the  Spanish, 
not  knowing  the  almost  magical  effects  which  had 
been  produced  in  the  course  of  a  very  few  months 
by  General  Beresford’s  drilling  and  training,  and 
litt'e  calculating  on  the  noble  emulation  which  the 
allies  and  fellow-comba'ants  of  the  unflinching 
British  infantry  were  about  to  display.*  At  about 

•  It  sliould  appear,  however,  that  the  Emperor  of  the  French  had 
not  l)f'en  tau^dit  sulTicii'Ut  ctuition  by  Wellington's  victory  over  learful 
odds  at  'r.il.t vera,  and  that  Masseiia  was  urged  on  to  by  his 

impatient  master.  In  an  intercepted  letter  to  M:iss<*na.  EonapavU? 
was  found  reminding  that  marsluil  of  his  great  superiority  of  force,  of 
his  12,000  cavalry,  and  of  his  imniLMise  train  of  ariillery.  “  It  would 
be  ridiciilouK,”  he  said,  ‘‘  to  suppose  that  25,000  English  can  balance 
60,000  French,  if  the  latter  do  nut  trille,  but  fall  ou  boldly,  and  after 
having  well  observed  where  tin*  blow  may  be  struck.”  lionaparte 
counted  tho  Portuguese  ti’oops  f.)r  nothing,  or  put  tlumi  on  the  same 
level  a^  the  Spaniards ;  but  Masseua,  and  other  marshals  too,  to  their 
great  co.<t.  ver\'  soon  discovered  the  mhtake.  Vi  rthe  intercepted  Iftttr 
see  Colonel  Nopier's  Histortf  i>f  the  FeninsnUtr  IVar.  “  I'he  di>cipUu(> 
of  the  Portuguese  army,”  observes  a  Hiitish  ollici*!*,  ‘‘  was  daiiy  im¬ 
proving.  The  nncommon  exertion'^  of  Mardial  Peresford,  and  the 
llriti&h  othcers  under  him,  wore  rewarded  by  the  praises  of  all  who 
witnessed  the  miraculous  change  in  the  appearance,  movement,  and 
general  conduct  of  tho  soldieis  committed  to  tlieir  charge.  Tljeold, 
incorrigible,  indolent,  and  useless  Portuguese  oflieers  were  placed  on 
the  retired  list,  and  their  commissions  were  given  to  young  men,  full 
of  zeal,  willing  to  learn,  and  able  to  discharge  the  active  duties 
reepdred  of  them,” — Recollections  of  the  Peninsula. 


six  o’clock  in  tlie  morning  of  the  27th,  as  the  mist 
I  and  the  grey  clouds  were  roiling  away,  tlie  Frencli 
made  two  desperate  simultaneous  attacks  in  great 
force,  tiie  one  on  tlie  right  ami  the  other  on 
the  left  of  Wellington’s  position,  on  the  highest 
part  of  the  Serra.  The  columu  which  attacked 
our  right  was  jireceded  hy  a  cloud  of  tirailleurs, 
which  out-iiumhered  the  light  infantry  of  Ge¬ 
neral  Pictou,  and  forced  them  to  retire:  some 
of  the  tirailleurs  gained  possession  of  the  highest 
rocks,  and  appeared  to  their  comrades  below  to 
have  got  upon  the  flank  of  Wellington’s  right : 
the  attacking  column  followed  rapidly  and  reso¬ 
lutely  ;  a  good  part  of  it  reached  the  top  of  the 
ridge,  and  was  in  tl^e  act  of  deploying  when  it  was 
attacked  in  the  most  gallant  manner  by  a  jiart  of 
Picton’s  division,  consisting  of  the  8Sth  regiment, 
under  the  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Wallace, 
the  45th  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel 
the  lion.  R.  Meade,  and  the  8th  Portuguese  regi¬ 
ment  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Douglas,  the  whole  being  directed  by  Major-General 
Picton.  These  three  regiments  advanced  with  the 
bayonet,  and  drove  the  enemy’s  division  from  the  ad¬ 
vantageous  ground  which  they  had  gained.  The  Por¬ 
tuguese,  charging  in  line  with  the  British,  emulated 
their  prowess,  and  met  with  the  best  encouragement 
that  could  possibly  attend  such  a  first  essay  ;  for 
the  whole  work  was  done  in  a  very  few  minutes, 
and  the  enemy  were  bayoneted  on  the  ridge,  or 
broken  and  hurled  down  the  steep,  to  a  dense  mass 
which  Massena  had  collected  thereto  support  and 
follow  up  their  attack,  but  which  now  moved  not 
:  forward,  but  backward.  Another  French  division, 
I  attacking  still  farther  to  the  right,  without  being 
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aware  that  Lord  Wellington’s  lines  extended  so 
far,  or  that  General  Leith’s  corps  was  there,  was 
brought  to  a  halt  by  the  unexpected  appearance  of 
the  head  of  a  British  column  before  it  could  reach 
the  plateau  or  the  summit  of  the  hill,  and  was 
attacked  in  a  trice  by  Colonel  Barnes’s  brigade  of 
General  Leith’s  corps,  composed  of  the  royals,  the 
9th,  and  the  38th  regiments.  The  9th,  commanded 
by  Colonel  Cameron,  being  the  leading  battalion 
of  our  column,  when  about  a  hundred  yards  dis¬ 
tant  from  the  French,  wheeled  suddenly  into  line, 
and  fired  a  volley,  the  effect  of  which  was  terrific 
and  decisive.  The  ground  was  covered  with  dead 
and  dying,  not  new  levies  or  mercenaries,  or  half¬ 
hearted  contingents  fiom  foreign  dependent  states, 
imt  men  who  belonged  to  the  elite  of  the  French 
army.  This  destructive  fire  being  follow’ed  up  by 
an  immediate  charge,  this  division  gave  way  and 
broke,  and  rushed  or  rolled  down  the  hill  side  as 
their  comrades  had  dune.  On  the  same  space  of 
ground  seldom  has  been  seen  sui  h  a  destruction  as 
overtook  this  French  division.  Both  these  divisiotis 
which  made  the  attack  n})on  our  right  belonged  to 
the  corps  of  General  Regnier,  who  had  witnessed 
on  the  plains  of  Maida  what  British  bayonets  could 
do,  and  who  seemed  destined  to  be  particularly 
unfortunate  whenever  he  met  our  troops.  The 
attack  on  Wellington’s  left  was  made  with  General 
Jjoison’s  division  of  Marshal  Ney’s  corps  and  with 
one  brigade  of  the  division  of  Marchand;  this  attack¬ 
ing  column  being  supported,  as  the  other  had  been, 
l)y  a  mass  of  troops  formed  at  the  base  of  the 
Serra,  and  prepared  to  move  forward  at  a  moment's 
notice.  It  was  not  a  whit  more  fortunate  than 
General  Regnier’s  force,  and  it  scarcely  fought  so 
well.  It  was  confronted  exclusively  by  the  British 
light  division  under  General  Craufurd  and  General 
Pack’s  brigade  of  Portuguese.  One  division  of 
infantry  alone  made  any  progress  to  the  top  of  the 
hill,  and,  being  immediately  charged  with  bayonets 
by  General  Craufurd  with  the  43rd,  52nd,  and  95th 
British,  and  the  3rd  Portuguese  Ca<;adores,  it  was 
broken  and  driven  down  with  immense  loss.  Gene¬ 
ral  Coleman’s  brigade  of  Portuguese,  whicli  had 
been  kept  in  reserve,  was  moved  up  to  the  right  of 
Craufurd’s  division,  and  made  a  brilliant  and  suc¬ 
cessful  charge  upon  some  French,  who  had  not 
reached  so  elevated  a  spot,  but  who  were  trying  to 
gain  the  ridge.  These  men  too  were  driven  down 
with  terrible  destruction.  Some  of  the  Portuguese, 
cluirging  into  a  thick  mass,  got  so  wedged  in 
among  the  French  that  they  had  not  room  to  use 
their  bayonets;  so,  imitating  the  example  which 
had  been  set  by  English  soldiers,  they  turned  up 
the  butt  ends  of  their  muskets  and  plied  them 
with  such  vigour  as  soon  to  clear  the  way.  The 
little  artillery  that  was  used  in  the  action  was 
nearly  all  Portuguese,  and  it  was  exceedingly  well 
served.  For  some  time  the  troops  at  the  base 
of  the  Serra  kept  within  a  short  distance,  as  if 
intending  to  renew  the  attack  ;  but  Massena 
had  had  enough  of  that  iron  ridge,  and  the  rest 
of  the  d.iy  passed  in  loose  skirmishes  between 
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the  light  troops  of  the  two  armies,  the  British  and 
Portuguese  descending  the  hills  to  meet  their  foes. 
In  the  words  of  Lord  Wellington  himself,  who  in 
these  matters  measured  every  word  he  said  or  wrote, 
the  loss  sustained  by  the  enemy  in  his  attacks  on  the 
heights  was  enoiinous  ;  2000  were  left  killed  upon 
the  field  of  battle  (killed  chiefly  by  the  bayonet), 
and  from  3000  to  4000  were  wounded.  Three 

generals  of  division  were  among  the  wounded  ;  one 
genera]  was  killed  ;  one  general  was  taken  prisoner, 
together  with  a  few  hundred  men  and  officers. 
The  loss  of  the  allied  army  did  not  exceed 

1300,  of  which  number  578  were  Portuguese 

— a  very  convincing  ])roof  that  the  men  whom 

I./ord  Beresford  had  trained  had  gone  well  into 
action.  “  This  movement,”  says  Wellington,  “  has 
brought  the  Portuguese  levies  into  action  with  the 
enemy  for  the  first  time  in  an  advantageous  situa¬ 
tion,  and  they  have  ])roved  that  the  trouble  which 
has  been  taken  with  them  has  not  been  thrown 
awav,  and  that  they  are  worthy  of  contending  in  the 
same  ranks  with  British  troops  in  this  interesting 
cause,  which  they  afford  the  best  hopes  of  saving.”* 

*  ('oIoul‘1  Oui'woofl,  ^V^.■Uin"ton  Dispatches. —  Southey,  in  Ediu* 
htiViih  An  Hill  Ile;zi»ter,  and  Hist,  of  the  i’eniiisular  "War. — Colonel 
Leith  Hay,  Narrative.— Major  Moyle  Sherer,  Military  Memoirs  of  the 
Duke  of  Wellington. — II.  U.  Robinson,  Memoirsof  Lieutenant  General 
Sir  Tin. mas  Ticton. — Tins  last  named  work,  though  it  contains  some 
nonsense,  and  some  ridieiilous  half-cuucealed  attempts  to  elevate  Pic- 
ton  by  the  depression  of  tlie  Duke  of  Wellington,  gives  some  interest¬ 
ing  ani’cdotes,  and  some  very  characteristic  letters  written  on  the  spur 
of  tlie  moment  by  that  very  bi  a\  e,  but  somewhat  too  hot  headed,  Welsli- 
man,  Picton.  A  few  days  after  the  battle,  in  writing  to  his  friend  Colonel 
Pleydel,  General  Pictuii  says — ‘‘  Our  army  is  healthy,  well  equipped 
in  every  respect,  anti  regularly  supplied  with  pruvisiuns."  This  denotes 
an  improvement  in  our  commissariat  .  And  in  the  dispatch  of 
the  commander-iu-chief,  from  which  we  have  last  tjuoted  in  our  text, 
there  is  an  admissien  of  the  same  kind.  Through  this  improvement, 
and  the  skilful  way  in  which  tludr  strength  had  been  husbanded  for 
trying  and  critical  moments,  tlie  troops  had  been  enabled  to  do  their 
very  be^t  in  the  battle  of  Busaco.  “  Throughout  the  contest  on  the 
Serra,”  says  his  lordship,  “and  in  all  the  previous  marches,  and  those 
we  have  since  made,  the  whole  army  have  conducted  themselves  in 
the  most  regular  mauiier.  Accordingly  all  the  opcraiions  have  been 
carried  on  with  ease  ;  the  soldiers  have  suffered  no  privations,  have 
undergone  no  unnecessary  fatigue,  there  has  been  no  loss  of  stores, 
and  the  army  is  in  the  highest  spirits.”  Lord  Wellington  acknow¬ 
ledges  his  particular  obligations  to  the  adjutaut  and  quarter-master- 
generals  ;  but  the  excellent  result  must  have  been  in  good  part  owing 
to  those  fundamental  improvements  in  the  commissariat  department, 
the  necessity  of  which  he  had  been  so  long  urging  on  government. 

Before  the  campaign  of  this  year  began,  some  excellent  regulations 
with  regard  to  this  service  were  issued  from  the  War-oftice.  They  fixed 
the  gradations  of  rank  as  follows, — 

1.  Commissary-General. 

2.  Deputy-Commissary-General. 

3.  Assistant  Commissary-General. 

4.  Deputy- AssUtant-Commissary-General. 

5.  Clerk. 

They  ordered  that  no  clerk  should  be  eligible  to  promotion  until 
he  had  served  at  least  one  >ear;  that  no  deputy-assistant  commis¬ 
sary-general  should  he  eligible  unless  he  had  had  at  leai>t  four  years’ 
service  as  deputv,  (-r  five  years  dating  from  his  first  entering  jis  a 
clerk;  that  no  assistant-commiss-iry-general  should  be  promoted 
unless  he  had  had  live  years*  service  in  lliat  grade,  or  ten  year-.’  ser¬ 
vice  counting  from  the  lime  lie  became  a  clerk ;  and  that  no  depuly 
catnmissai  y  general  should  be  promoted  to  the  highest  grade  of  all 
until  he  had  served  three  years  as  deputy.  Thus  a  commiss;iiy-gene- 
ral  would  have,  in  niinimo,  an  experience  of  at  lea^t  . .  13  years. 

A  deputy •comrai-sary  geiieral . 10 

An  assistant  commissary-general .  5 

A  deputy-assi-itaiil-commissary-genpral .  1 

(Itivcniinent  Gazette^  lOt/i  March,  1810. 

In  this  way,  service,  experience,  and  good  conduct  were  made  the 
essentials,  and  an  end  was  put  to  lapul,  indiscriminate,  and,  in  many 
cases,  shameful  promotions.  An  evil  practice  had  long  obtained  of 
crowding  the  coinnussuriat  department  with  a  set  of  boys  ;  but  an  end 
was  pul  to  this  also  by  the  ]>rcseiit  regulations.  Altogether  this  was 
a  great  step  in  the  riglit  direction.  Some  abuses  lingered,  and  i)er- 
feetiou  was  not  to  be  obtained  without  time  and  ]irfictiee ;  but  we 
believe  it  is  admitted  that  from  the  spring  of  1810  the  British  commis¬ 
sariat  began  to  improve  rapidly.  The  commander-in-chief  repeatedly 
expresses  his  warm  approbation  of  the  activity,  zeal,  ability,  and 
general  merit  of  Mr.  (afterwards  Sir  Uobi'rt)  Kennedy,  w  ho  was  at 
lliis  time  cominUsary  general  to  his  army. 
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Another  object  which  Lord  Wellington  had  in 
view,  in  fighting  the  battle  of  Busaco,  was  to  give 
time  to  the  people  of  the  country  in  his  rear  to  com¬ 
ply  with  the  proclamation  he  had  issued,  and  to 
remove  out  of  the  way  of  the  enemy  w'ith  their 
goods  and  provisions.  It  w'as  especially  important 
to  gain  this  time  for  the  inhabitants  of  Coimbra,  a 
populous  and  wealthy  town,  which  Massena  would 
have  entered  on  the  26th  but  for  the  force  united 
on  the  Serra  de  Busaco.  Unfortunately  the  pro¬ 
clamation,  and  the  specific  orders  given,  were  in 
many  instances  ill  obeyed.  This  rendered  neces¬ 
sary  a  recourse  to  compulsive  measures,  the  British 
general  being  determined  that  his  proclamation 
should  not  be  a  dead  letter,  and  feeling  that  the 
present  sufferings,  however  great,  of  a  portion  of 
the  community  were  not  to  be  put  in  comparison 
with  the  future  welfare  and  triumph  of  the  whole 
Portuguese  nation.  If  an  absolute  want  of  forage 
and  provisions  should  fall  upon  the  French,  toge¬ 
ther  with  a  want  of  lodging  and  accommodation, 
at  the  very  time  that  the  rainy  season  w’as  begin¬ 
ning,  their  progress  must  be  impeded,  their  losses 
augmented,  and  their  stay  in  the  country  much 
shortened.  With  the  intention  of  providing,  by 
means  of  English  stores,  provisions,  and  money, 
for  the  emigrating  population  behind  the  lines  he 
had  chosen  near  Lisbon,  Wellington  would  have 
left  all  the  country  as  bare  to  Massena  as  were  the 
summits  of  the  Serras  or  jagged  mountains.  He 
knew  that,  on  starting  from  Almeida,  the  French 
marshal  had  given  his  people  bread  and  biscuit  for 
fifteen  days,  ordering  every  man  to  carry  his  own 
stock  ;  but  he  also  knew'  that  the  impatient  French 
soldiers,  wearied  by  this  great  additional  weight, 
had  thrown  the  greater  portion  away,  preferring  to 
trust  to  chance  and  plunder,  to  the  cattle  they  were 
driving  with  them,  and  to  the  vegetables  they 
might  pick  up.  And,  since  Massena  had  begun 
his  march,  his  soldiers  had  received  meat  only, 
and  that  was  growing  very  scarce. 

On  the  28th,  the  day  after  the  battle,  Massena 
moved  a  large  body  of  infantry  and  cavalry  from 
the  left  of  his  centre  to  the  rear,  and  Wellington 
saw  ids  cavalry  marching  over  the  mountains  by 
another  road  towards  Oporto.  This  road,  by  the 
pass  of  Boyalva  to  the  north  of  Busaco,  completely 
turned  the  position  of  the  allies  on  that  iron  ridge: 
the  pass  had  been  open  before,  and  IMassena  might 
have  taken  it,  but  that  presumptuous  man  had 
preferred  risking  that  engagement  which  had 
ended  in  such  terrible  loss.  The  British  general 
now  directed  Colonel  Trant  to  occupy  that  pass 
with  his  Portuguese  division ;  but  a  Portuguese 
general  commanding  in  the  north  had  previously 
ordered  the  division  to  march  elsewhere;  and,  un¬ 
luckily,  w'hen  Trant  took  it  upon  himself  to  obey 
his  lordship’s  orders  rather  than  those  of  the  gene¬ 
ral,  he  lost  his  way  in  seeking  a  short  road,  and 
arrived  too  late  to  arrest  the  march  of  the  French, 
who  descended  into  the  plains  that  lie  open  to  the 
sea-coast,  and  seized  on  the  road  leading  from 
Oporto  to  Coimbra  in  the  rear  of  the  British.  But 


Massena  had  only  made  the  march  which  Wel¬ 
lington  expected  he  would  make.  The  British 
general  had  no  intention  of  remaining  where  he 
was  :  his  place  of  strength,  his  chosen,  inexpugnable 
position,  in  which  Portugal  was  to  be  saved,  was 
not  in  the  Serra  de  Busaco  or  on  the  Mondego,  but 
much  nearer  Lisbon,  and  thither  a  good  road  re¬ 
mained  open  to  him.  By  the  29th  the  whole 
allied  army  was  already  in  the  low'  country,  between 
the  Serra  de  Busaco  and  the  sea;  and  on  the  30th 
it  was  collected  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Mondego, 
and  began  its  retreat  towards  the  Tagus  and  the 
capital.  On  the  1st  of  October  the  British  rear¬ 
guard,  after  some  skirmishing  with  an  advanced 
guard  of  the  French,  evacuated  Coimbra,  accom¬ 
panied  by  all  the  remaining  inhabitants,  who 
ought  to  have  removed  three  or  four  days  (at  least) 
before,  and  who  now  ran  away  with  whatever 
movables  they  could  carry,  with  the  sick,  the 
aged,  and  the  children  thrown  on  carts,  mules,  and 
asses,  not  knowing  whither  they  were  going,  and 
incumbering  the  road  to  the  British  I'ear ;  while 
the  French  were  pressing  close  upon  them,  and 
even  hovering  on  the  flank.  “  It  was  a  piteous 
sight,  and  one  which  those  who  saw  it  can  never 
forget,”  adds  an  officer  who  had  fought  at  Busaco, 
and  who  was  now  irr  the  rear  of  our  retreating 
army.’’'  It  was  like  the  uprooting  and  sweeping 
away  of  the  poimlation  of  whole  provinces,  with 
their  flocks  and  their  herds,  their  household  goods 
and  gods,  and  everything  that  was  theirs :  it  was  a 
scene  such  as  Europe  might  have  presented  at  the 
first  irruption  of  the  Huns  :  it  was  a  scene  to  make 
good  men  curse  the  restless  ambition  which  had 
led  to  it  and  made  it  necessary.  “  I  feel,”  says 
another  eye-witness,  “  that  no  powers  of  descrip¬ 
tion  can  convey  to  the  mind  of  any  reader  the 
afflicting  scenes,  the  cheerless  desolation,  we  daily 
witnessed  on  our  march  from  the  Mondego  to  the 
lines.  Wherever  we  moved,  the  mandate  which 
enjoined  the  wretched  inhabitants  to  forsake  their 
homes,  and  to  remove  or  destroy  their  little  property, 
had  gone  before  us.  The  villages  were  deserted  ; 
the  churches,  retreats  so  often  (yet  so  vainly)  con¬ 
fided  in,  were  empty;  the  mountain  cottages  stood 
open  and  untenanted;  the  mills  in  the  valley,  but 
yesterday  so  busy,  were  motionless  and  silent ! 
.  .  .  .  The  flanks  of  our  line  of  march  from  this 
place  (Thomar)  were  literally  covered  with  the 
flying  population  of  the  country.  In  Portugal  there 
are,  at  no  time,  many  facilities  for  travelling,  and 
these  few  the  exigencies  of  the  army  had  very 
greatly  diminished.  Rich,  indeed,  were  those  in 
good  fortune,  as  in  possession,  who  still  retained  a 
cabriolet,  and  mules  for  its  service.  Those  who 
had  bullock-cars,  asses,  or  any  mode  of  transport¬ 
ing  their  families  and  property,  looked  contented 
and  grateful  ;  for  respectable  men  and  delicate 
women,  of  the  second  class,  might  on  every  side 
be  seen  walking  slowly  and  painfully  on  foot,  en¬ 
cumbered  by  heavy  burdens  of  clothes,  bedding. 


*  A,  Vievisseux. 
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and  food.”* — “The  column  of  march  of  the 
allies,”  says  another  officer,  “presented  an  extra¬ 
ordinary  scene,  the  varieties  of  which  it  is  impos¬ 
sible  minutely  to  describe  ;  but,  when  it  is  explained 
that  the  route  was  absolutely  and  continuously  co¬ 
vered  during  its  whole  extent,  some  idea  may  be 
formed  as  to  its  unusual  aspect.  It  was  not  alone 
troops  of  all  arms,  attended  by  the  incumbrances 
and  followers  of  an  arm.y ;  it  was  not  peasantry, 
removing  with  their  families;  it  was  not  the 
h.igher  orders  of  society,  travelling  conformably  to 
their  rank ;  it  was  not  the  furniture,  grain,  cattle 
of  an  extensive  line  of  country,  passing  from  one 
station  to  another, — but  it  was  all  these  combined, 
pressing  forward  in  one  varied,  confused,  appa¬ 
rently  interminable  mass.”t  It  is  to  be  remarked, 
however,  that,  great  as  might  have  been  the  sutfer- 
ings  of  this  forced  emigration,  the  people  must  have 
suffered  infinitely  more  if  they  had  remained  in 
their  homes  during  the  French  advance  and  the 
infernal  retreat  which  followed  it.  And  better  had 
it  been  for  the  general  cause  in  the  Peninsula  if 
Lord  AVellington’s  proclamation  had  been  in  all 
instances  more  strictly  obeyed.  His  lordship  had 
given  a  good  deal  of  time  for  preparation,  having 
issued  his  proclamation  as  far  back  as  the  4th  of 
August,  or  nearly  two  months  before  he  commenced 
his  retreat  from  Coimbra:  in  advancing  from  that 
city,  in  crossing  the  IMondego  and  taking  up  his 
position  on  the  barrier  of  Busaco,  his  only  inten¬ 
tions  Avere  to  gain  time,  to  try  the  Portuguese  le¬ 
vies,  and  to  show  the  enemy  what  stuff  the  allied 
army  was  made  of :  he  never  thought  of  remaining 
more  than  a  few  days  at  that  advanced  position, 
which  could  not  defend  Lisbon  ;  and  the  Portu¬ 
guese  inhabitants  in  his  rear  were  repeatedly 
Avarned  to  remove  A\ilh  their  substance.  AVhen 
the  French  entered  the  forsaken  city  of  Coimbra, 
they  discovered  ample  stores  of  provisions;  but, 
fortunately  for  the  allies,  and  fatally  to  themselves, 
the  soldiery  pillaged  and  Avasted  these  stores  instead 
of  husbanding  them  for  the  future  necessities  of  the 
army.  J 

AVhen  the  intelligence  of  these  movements  reached 
England,  that  party  Avhich  had  always  represented 
the  glorious  struggle  as  hopeless  said  that  AVelling- 
ton  had  gained  another  victory  only  to  commence 
another  retreat ;  that  it  Avas  one  of  the  Avildcst 
nights  of  human  presumption  to  think  of  defending 
a  country  like  Portugal,  against  the  vast  and  vie- 

*  llecolleclions  of  the  Peninsula. — “The  Frencl*  army  found  fho 
city  of  (Joimhra,  as  it  luid  previously  done  Vizcu,  perfectly  tlcscrled  ; 
Ihu  houses  closed  ui^ain^t  them  ;  the  iiihahitaiiU  vaiidcrinj^  over  the 
fnee  of  the  count)  y,  or  crowdim;  the  roads  leading,'  to  Lisbon.  This 
enii;(raiiou,  produced  in  •'ical  measure  hy  the  instructions  of  Lord 
A\  elliu^'ttm,  sv  as  of  incalculable  iucuavctiituice  to  an  invadiui;  army, 
niovitig  Aviihout  iua;,'a7.iu(’s,  cunsetpiciiLly  dependin;;  for  subsistence 
on  the  countiies  Ihrouyh  which  it  tuhanced.  Instead  of  bcdioldiny  a 
l:irj(0  populatinn,  subjected  to  iuiimidatiou  and  reluctant  di'Cuvery 
ol  tlir  stores  in  tlieir  posse.ssion,  tlie  bare  Avails  of  the  houses  alone 
remained ;  \s  hilc  th'-  depositaries  of  ;,MMin,  or  priA  isions  of  any  descrip¬ 
tion,  fell  but  unfrequeiillv  and  accideutallv  into  its  v.>\\CT,"-~Leit/i 
n,n/.  '  ^ 

t  Colonel  Leith  Ilay,  Narrative. 

X  On  movinj(  from  Coinil)iu,  Massena  left  OOOO  sick  and  wounded 
iu  that  city,  'fliree  days  after  his  deparluie,  Colotud  Traut,  witli  a 
part  of  his  rajiid  Portu'’uese  division,  entered  the  town  and  caplim-d 
the  \A hole  of  the  Pieiu  lt  hospitals,  to;,U‘thci*  with  s(mte  mnriiics  of  tlie 
Imperial  Guard,  who  had  been  lett  there  to  protect  the  stek. 
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torious  armies  of  Bonaparte,  Avith  25,000  British 
troops  and  30,000  native  soldiers;  that  the  predic¬ 
tions  of  Napoleon,  verified  everywhere  else,  must 
be  realised  in  this  particular  case, — that  the  British, 
or  such  of  them  as  should  escape  the  ignominy  of  a 
capitulation,  must  be  driven  back  to  their  ships, 
leaving  nothing  to  England,  after  all  the  sacrifices 
of  money  and  of  life  she  had  made,  hut  humiliation 
and  disgrace,  and  an  increase  of  debility  Avbich 
must  render  her  so  much  the  less  able  to  contend 
with  the  enemy  for  her  own  existence  as  a  nation. 
But  no  such  raven  croaked  over  the  tent  of  the 
great  commander.  The  plan  of  defence  Avhich  he 
had  formed  and  matured  was  still  unbroken  and 
entire,  and  so  were  his  oAvn  hopes.  Pie  AAas  never 
so  confident  as  he  Avas  a  day  or  two  after  he  began 
his  retreat  from  Coimbra.  AVriling  to  the  admiral 
in  the  Tagus,  he  says,  “  I  have  very  little  doubt  of 
being  able  to  hold  this  country  against  the  force 
Avhich  has  iioav  attacked  it.  There  Avill  be  a  breeze 
near  Lisbon,  but  I  know  that  Ave  shall  have  the 
best  of  it.”  And  Avriiing  to  his  brother  Henry, 
now  ambassador  in  Spain,  he  says,  “  We  shall 
make  our  retreat  to  the  positions  in  front  of  Lis¬ 
bon  without  much  difficulty,  or  any  loss.  3fy 
opinio7i  is,  that  the  French  are  in  a  scrape.  They 
are  not  a  sufficient  army  fur  their  purpose,  parti¬ 
cularly  since  their  late  loss  and  that  the  Portuguese 
army  have  behaved  so  Avell ;  and  they  Avill  find 
their  retreat  from  this  country  a  most  difficult  and 
dangerous  operation.”*  In  fact,  both  the  British 
and  Portuguese  effected  their  retreat  with  the 
greatest  ease  and  regularity;  General  Hill,  with 
his  division  on  the  right,  moved  hy  Thomar  and 
Santarem  ;  the  centre  of  the  army  moving  by  Lciria 
and  Rio  Mayor,  and  the  left  by  Alcobaqa  and  Obidos. 
Massena  followed  in  one  immense  column  by  the 
centre  or  Rio  Mayor  road,  his  advanced  guard  oc¬ 
casionally  skirmishing  Avith  our  gallant  light  divi¬ 
sion.  On  the  Itli  of  October  the  French  van  caught 
sight  of  the  chain  of  hills,  behind  which,  at  the 
distance  of  tAventy-four  miles,  lay  the  city  of  Lisbon. 
And  now  up.  Lines  of  Torres  A'^edras,  and  show  tlie 
lion  in  the  middle  path  If 

But  those  lines  were  already  up  ;  and  CA’ery  thing 
Avas  prepared  to  keep  the  French  at  bay, 

“  As  famish'd  w  olves  surve)’  a  guarded  fold."  t 

AVe  have  mentioned  the  first  conception  of  this 
grand  defensive  scheme,  Axhich  had  more  or  leis 
occupied  the  mind  of  Wellington  ever  since  the 
campaign  of  1808.  It  had  been  indispensable  to 
conceal  the  great  project,  and  to  mystify  the  French 
as  to  its  existence;  and  this  had  been  done  Avith 
astonishing  address.  Even  when  most  actively 
engaged  in  directing  the  construction  of  the  Avorks, 
AA^ellington  had  the  art  to  make  not  only  the  enemy, 
hut  also  the  people  of  the  country,  believe  that  he 
intended  nothing  serious  there ;  and  it  is  said  that, 
in  order  to  keep  up  the  illusion,  he  sometimes  spoke 
of  the  plan,  even  to  officers  of  his  OAvn  army  and 

*  Culoiud  Gurwuod,  Wtdliugton  Dispatclu's. 

t  “  But  iu  the  middle  ])ath  a  liun  lay!’’  “ 

iScoit,  FUion  nf  jJvn  Hudcrich. 

t  Id.  id. 
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about  his  own  person,  as  a  thing  which  had  flitted 
through  his  head,  but  which  had  been  abandoned. 
And,  even  when  Massena  received  better  informa¬ 
tion,  he  remained  in  tlie  belief  tliat  the  works 
thrown  up  were  little  more  than  field-works,  which 
might  easily  be  turned  or  overpowered  by  his  own 
batteries,  and  that  so  extensive  a  line  was  not  de¬ 
fensible  by  such  a  force  as  the  British  general 
commanded,  but  must  have  several  weak  points, 
at  some  one  or  two  of  which,  a  concentrated,  sus¬ 
tained  attack,  costing  perhaps  a  few  thousands  in 
killed  and  wounded,  must  eventually  succeed.  For 
a  complete  notion  of  the  lines  of  Torres  Vedras  the 
reader  must  consult  military  and  scientific  hooks, 
and  Wellington’s  own  dispatches.  We  can  only 
oflfer  an  outline  sketch. 

The  peninsula  or  promontory,  at  whose  south¬ 
eastern  extremity  Lisbon  is  situated,  is  crossed, 
rather  ohlicpiely,  by  two  serras,  or  chains  of  moun¬ 
tains,  which  extend,  with  various  altitudes  and 
various  degrees  of  steepness,  but  with  partial  inter¬ 
ruptions  or  openings,  from  the  shore  of  the  Atlantic 
to  the  right  bank  of  the  Tagus.  These  two  serras 
run  nearly  parallel  with  each  other,  at  a  distance 
of  from  six  to  eight  miles;  the  point  of  the  line 
nearest  to  Lisbon  being  close  to  the  Tagus,  between 
Via  Longa  and  Quintilla.  Through  the  passes  in 
these  serras,  and  the  low'  ground  bordering  the 
Tagus,  four  roads,  from  the  interior  of  the  country, 
lead  to  the  capital.  The  hand  of  nature  had  marked 
out  these  two  lines  of  defence,  and  British  science 
and  engineering  had  been  employed  for  a  whole 
year  in  strengthening  them”,  and  in  blocking  up 
the  openings  wdiich  seemed  the  most  accessible. 
Here  redoubts  were  erected  ;  here  the  whole  face 
of  a  mountain  w’as  scarped  and  hewm  into  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  the  facet  of  some  Titanic  fortress; 
here  the  threads  of  mountain  rivulets  (which  would 
be  something  more  than  rivulets  at  the  end  of 
October  and  in  November)  w’ere  collected  and 
brought  together  into  one  bed ;  and  here  rivers, 
tributaries  of  the  great  Tagus,  were  dammed  up, 
or  were  provided  with  dams  wdrich  could  be  used, 
and  with  floodgates  which  could  be  shut,  so  as 
to  inundate  the  country  at  the  foot  of  the  hills  on 
the  approach  of  the  invader.  The  line  of  defence 
was  everywhere  double,  while  in  some  parts  there 
was  a  treble  range  of  batteries  and  redoubts.  The 
first  line,  which  was  twentv’-nine  English  miles  in 
length,  began  at  Alhendra  on  the  Tagus,  crossed 
the  valley  of  Aruda  (rather  a  weak  point),  and 
passed  along  the  skirts  of  IMonte  Agraqa,  where 
there  was  a  large,  and  strong  redoubt :  it  then  ran 
across  the  valley  of  Zihreira,  skirted  the  deep  ra¬ 
vine  of  Ruda,  to  the  heights  of  Torres  Vedras,  and 
thence  followed  the  course  of  the  little  river  Zi- 
zandre  to  its  mouth  on  the  Atlantic.  The  second 
or  inner  line,  at  a  distance  varying  from  six  to 
eight,  and  in  some  points  to  ten  miles,  extended 
from  Quintilla  on  the  Tagus,  by  Bucellas,  Monte 
Chique,  and  Mafra,  to  the  mouth  of  the  little  river 
S.  Lourenqo  on  the  sea-coast,  a  distance  of  about 
twenty-four  miles.  This  was  by  far  the  stronger 
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line  of  the  two,  both  by  nature  and  by  art,  and,  if 
the  first  line  were  forced  by  any  enemy,  the  retreat 
of  the  army  upon  the  second  was  secure  at  all 
times.*  Both  these  lines  were  secured  by  breast¬ 
works,  abattis,  and  stone  walls  with  banquettes  and 
scarps.  Not  an  opening  nor  interstice,  through 
which  a  mountain  goat  could  pass,  but  was  blocked 
up  or  guarded.  Down  the  hollows  in  which  the 
roads  ran  were  pointed  the  black  muzzles  of  nu¬ 
merous  guns,  projecting  from  batteries  which  could 
maintain  a  fire  in  front  and  a  crossing  fire  from  the 
flanks.  And,  to  provide  for  every  occurrence,  to 
make  sure  of  a  safe  and  easy  passage  to  our  ships 
of  war  in  the  Tagus,  there  was  in  the  rear  of  the 
second  line  a  shorter,  closer  line,  to  protect  the 
embarcalion  of  our  troops.  This  innermost  line  of 
all  was  strong  enough  to  check  even  a  brave  enemy 
had  there  been  no  other  lines  before  it ;  it  rested 
at  one  extremity  on  a  tremendous  redoubt,  and  at 
the  other  on  the  broad  ditch  and  lofty  walls  of  the 
castle  of  S.  Julian.  About  100  redoubts  or  forts, 
containing  altogether  more  than  GOO  pieces  of  ar¬ 
tillery,  were  scattered  along  these  lines. t 

In  fortifying  such  lines  as  these  of  Torres  Vedras, 
for  the  support  of  a  large  army  in  the  field,  the 
ordinarv  practice  is  to  construct  batteries  and  other 
l)oinis  d’appui,  which  shall  present  as  imposing  a 
front  as  may  he  to  the  attacking  force,  but  shall  be 
open  and  defenceless  in  the  rear,  and  thus  useless 
if  once  turned.  But  in  the  present  instance  the 
redoubts  thrown  up  were  not  of  this  ordinary  na¬ 
ture  ;  they  were  not  so  much  field-works  as  regular 
castles,  many  of  which  were  capable  of  containing 
several  huntlreds  of  men,  while  there  was  one  that 
required  a  garrison  of  3000.  Equally  strong  in 
the  rear,  flanks,  and  front,  these  castle-like  redoubts 
were  built  as  if  each  had  been  intended  to  stand  a 
siege  of  six  weeks  at  the  most  moderate  computa¬ 
tion  ;  and  they  were  so  placed  that  they  were  all, 
to  a  certain  extent  at  least,  independent  of  those 
near  them,  and  well  sheltered  from  the  fire  of  their 
neighbours,  if  those  neighbours  should  fall  into  the 
hands  of  the  enemy.  Supposing  the  front  line  to 
be  forced,  the  forts  were  still  there  to  interrupt 
the  enemy’s  communications  and  cut  off  their  sup¬ 
plies;  and  our  retiring  columns  had  only  to  march 
a  few  miles  to  the  rear,  in  order  to  assume  ground 
even  more  defensible  than  that  which  they  had 
abandoned. J  It  was  erroneously  supposed  by 
some  that  the  regular  army,  in  the  event  of  an 
attack,  would  occupy  these  redoubts,  and  be  wholly 
engaged  and  shut  up  in  the  works.  Nothing  was 

*  It  is  S:U(1  tliat  the  front  line,  on  which  the  allied  army  was  placed, 
and  on  wliich  it  had  a  complete  triumph,  was  at  first  intended  rattier 
as  a  line  of  isolated  posts,  or  as  a  sort  of  outwork  to  retard  the  advance 
of  the  French  and  cool  their  impetuosity,  than  as  the  permanent  posi¬ 
tion  ;  but  that,  tlirough  the  longdehay  of  Massena  in  opeuiui;  the  cam¬ 
paign  in  Portugal,  and  in  advancing  from  Almeida,  time  had  liceu 
given  to  tile  Englisli  engineers  to  render  this  first  line  so  formidable  as 
to  induce  Lord  Wellington  to  make  his  stand  upon  it. 

The  highest  praise  w  as  due,  and  was  given  to  ihese  engineer  officers, 
whose  labourswerc  directed  at  fli-st  tiy  Colonel  Fletclier,  and  afterw  ards 
by  Captain  .1.  T.  Jones,  both  of  the  Royal  Engine.-rs. 

'+  Dispatches. — A.  Vieusseux,  Military  Life  of  the  Duke  of  Welling¬ 
ton.— Colonel  Leith  I  lav.  Narrative. — Major  Sharer,  Memoirs  of  the 
Life  of  the  Duke  of  Wellington.— Southey,  in  Edinburgh  Annual  Re¬ 
gister.  and  Hist,  of  Peninsular  War. 

J  Marquess  of  Londonderry,  Memoir  of  the  War  in  the  Peninsnia. 
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farther  from  Lord  Wellington’s  mind :  his  design 
■was  to  garrison  these  strong  posts  ■with  his  artillery, 
and  the  militia  and  least  disciplined  regiments  of 
the  Portuguese,  whilst  he  kept  the  whole  of  the 
British  army  and  the  elite  of  the  Portuguese  free 
and  unencumbered,  to  he  employed  as  circumstances 
might  require.  By  this  arrangement  he  secured 
to  himself  the  double  advantage  of  a  movable 
army  and  a  fortified  place.  While  the  immovable 
part  of  the  force,  the  artillery,  the  militia,  &c., 
held  the  castle-like  redoubts,  the  whole  allied  re¬ 
gular  army,  numerous,  brilliant  in  equipment,  high 
in  spirit,  confident  in  their  great  commander, 
would  move,  free  as  the  wind,  in  every  direction, 
to  cover  the  summits  of  mountains,  to  descend  into 
valleys,  or  to  rush  against  any  luckless  French 
column  that,  with  diminished  numbers,  might 
perchance  force  a  passage  through  the  batteries 
and  redoubts,  and  the  almost  impenetrable  ob¬ 
stacles  of  this  grand  position. 

Within  the  foremost  of  these  lines  Lord  Wel¬ 
lington  and  the  allied  army  entered  on  the  8th  of 
October,  leaving  the  French  van  behind  them  in 
the  plain.  As  soon  as  the  army  arrived,  and  each 
division  took  up  its  assigned  quarters,  the  defences, 
which  were  strong  enough  before,  were  made  still 
stronger,  as  if  the  great  leader  were  determined  to 
take  a  bond  of  fate.  The  powerful  British  fleet  in 
the  Tagus  and  a  flotilla  of  gun-boats  were  made  to 
flank  the  whole  of  the  right  of  the  position ;  a  fine 
body  of  English  marines  occupied  the  line  of  em- 
barcation,  and  Portuguese  militia  and  artillery 
manned  the  castle  of  S.  Julian  and  the  forts  on 
the  Tagus,  and,  in  conjunction  with  the  respectable 
armed  citizens  who  had  formed  volunteer  corps, 
garrisoned  Lisbon,  into  which  our  ships  of  war 
and  transports  threw  everything  that  was  needful. 
Telegraphs  were  erected  along  the  two  lines,  to 
communicate  informatioir  from  one  extremity  of  the 
lines  to  the  other  and  to  every  part  of  the  position  ; 
and  these  signal-stations  were  properly  put  in  charge 
of  experienced  seamen  from  the  fleet.  To  complete 
the  barriers,  pallisades,  platforms,  and  planked 
bridges  leading  into  the  works,  50,000  trees  were 
])laced  at  the  disposal  of  the  engineer  department. 
There  was  no  lack  of  hands  to  do  the  necessary 
work;  3000  artillerymen  and  oflicers  of  the  coun¬ 
try  were  on  the  spot;  '1000  Portuguese  peasantry 
were  employed  as  labourers ;  and  the  British  engi¬ 
neers,  artillerymen,  and  artificers  (the  latter  recently 
imported  or  increased  in  numbers),  were  aided  by 
our  foot  soldiers,  who  found  great  excitement  and 
amusement  in  the  occupation.  From  Torres  Vedras 
to  Lisbon  the  whole  country  was  as  busy  as  bees 
in  the  honey  season  ; — it  was  covered,  or  constantly 
traversed,  like  an  anthill  in  an  autumnal  evening. 
Every  day,  every  hour,  the  whole  position,  and 
])articularly  the  first  line,  was  gaining  strength 
from  all  this  unremitting  labour.  The  roads  lead¬ 
ing  up  to  the  position  were  destroyed;  and,  as 
Wellington  had  gained  the  inestimable  advantage 
of  Irringing  the  French  down  as  the  rainy  season 
Was  setting  in,  they  found  an  inundated  country 


[Book  HI. 

and  a  sw'amp  to  give  them  damp  welcome.*  Within 
the  front  line  there  was  made  a  good  broad  road  to 
afford  easy  passage  to  our  troops  to  every  part  of 
that  line ;  and  other  roads,  between  the  first  and 
the  second  line,  and  between  the  second  and  the 
line  of  embarcation,  were  either  repaired  or  made, 
to  facilitate  communication,  to  admit  the  passage 
of  artillery,  or  to  shorten  the  distance  by  which  the 
troops  had  to  move  for  the  purposes  of  concentra¬ 
tion  or  resistance.  And  again,  in  case  of  an  almost 
impossible  reverse,  all  the  roads  and  stone  bridges 
between  the  outer  line  and  the  line  of  embarcation 
were  undermined.  A  finer  field  for  manoeuvring 
than  that  which  lay  behind  the  ridge  of  Torres  Vedras 
could  scarcely  be  desired  or  conceived. t 

The  French  van  halted  at  Sobral  for  three  or 
four  days,  waiting  for  the  arrival  of  the  main  body 
and  rear,  whose  march  was  impeded  by  the  tre¬ 
mendous  rains.  This  interval  was  employed  by 
the  allies  in  the  manner  above  narrated.  When 
Massena  came  up  on  the  11th  he  appears  to  have 
been  taken  by  surprise  at  the  sight  of  Wellington’s 
lines  ;  and  he  employed  some  days  in  reconnoitring 
them  from  one  extremity  to  the  other.  He  made 
some  demonstrations  in  order  to  make  the  British 
divisions  show  out  their  force.  On  the  14th  there 
was  a  little  fighting  between  the  town  of  Sobral 
and  the  lines,  in  which  the  French  were  defeated 
by  the  English  bayonet.  They  also  showed  them¬ 
selves  in  some  force  near  Villa  Franca  on  the 
right  of  the  line  and  close  to  the  Tagus;  and 
here  the  French  general  St.  Croix  was  killed 
by  the  fire  of  the  English  gun-boats.  After  this 
no  demonstration  of  any  consequence  was  made. 
Not  a  single  attempt  was  ever  made  to  assail  any 
of  the  works,  or  to  penetrate  the  outer  line  in  any 
part  of  its  long  range.  Those  scarped  rocks,  and 
those  eminences  bristling  with  cannon,  smote  the 
heart  of  Massena  with  despair  ;  and,  by  this  time, 
AVellington  had  united  behind  that  foremost  line  a 
force  numerically  equal  to  his  own.  Some  rein¬ 
forcements  had  arrived  from  England  and  from 
Gibraltar,  and  the  Marques  de  la  Romana  had 
been  induced  to  come  from  Estremadura  and  join 
the  allies  with  a  Spanish  division  5000  strong. 
Though,  jierhaps,  indiflferent  in  other  respects, 
these  Spaniards  might  be  depended  upon  behind 
stone  walls  and  parapets.  Lord  Wellington 
counted  his  British  troops,  infantry,  cavalry,  and 
artillery,  at  29,000,  and  the  whole  of  the  re¬ 
gular  force  of  which  he  could  dispose  at  58,615. 
He  estimated  that  Massena  had  had  not  less  than 
*70,000  men  at  the  battle  of  Busaco,  but  that  he 

•  Tlie  wcatlipi-  Uej-.t  fine  until  the  very  day  on  which  Wellington 
.arrived  at  'I'orres  Vedras.  In  a  dispatch  to  the  Earl  of  Liverpool,  dated 
1.3th Oetot>er,  he  says.  “On  the  Sth  the  rain  eoninieuced  which  usually 
falls  at  this  se.a-on  of  the  year  in  Portugal,  and  has  continued  with 
great  violence  ever  since.  This  has  jiroliably  increased  the  enemy’s 
difiienlties.  and  delated  his  progress.'^ 

t  1  cannot  proceed  further  without  desiring  to  draw  the  attention 
of  my  hiolher  soldiers  in  a  particular  manner,  not  only  to  the  sul  ji  ct 
(Torres  Vedrasl  of  which  I  am  now  speal.ing,  tint  to  the  whole  plan 
of  this  campaign,  l.ecause  I  am  sure  th.it  a  Uritish  army  never  took 
part  in  one  better  adapted  to  instruct  it  in  the  art  of  manoeuviing  on  a 
great  ic.Ce,  nor,  con-equently,  so  well  calcu  ated  to  make  effieient 
oflicers  of  those  who  shared  in  it,  or  are  disposed  to  take  the  trouble 
of  studying  it  as  it  deserves.^'— J/arjaeiJ  of  Lundonimy. 
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had  already  lost  by  war,  by  disease,  and  want 
about  15,000!  But  6000  or  7000  of  the  French 
army  that  remained  were  cavalry,  an  arm  in  which 
the  English  general  continued  to  be  very  deficient. 
Renouncing  for  the  present  all  hopes  of  planting 
the  eagles  on  the  towers  of  Lisbon,  Massena  put 
the  2nd  and  8th  corps  partly  into  the  villages  and 
partly  in  bivouacs  in  front  of  the  right  and  centre 
of  the  British  position,  leaving  the  6th  corps  at 
Otta  in  his  rear.  He  established  his  depot  and 
hospitals  in  the  town  of  Santarem,  and  endeavoured 
to  form  magazines  there.  For  this  last  purpose  he 
sent  movable  columns  to  scour  the  country  in 
search  of  provisions,  for  he  had  brought  nothing  of 
the  sort  with  him.  All  this  part  of  the  country 
had  been  pretty  well  stripped  by  the  inhabitants, 
who  had  either  retired  to  the  mountains  or  within 
the  lines  of  Torres  Vedras;  but  the  French  plun¬ 
dered  or  destroyed  what  was  left,  so  that  for  many 
leagues  in  Massena’s  rear  the  country  was  reduced 
to  a  desert.  Nor  was  this  all  the  woe  in  that  quar¬ 
ter  :  Colonel  Trant,  who  had  carried  off  the  French 
sick  and  wounded  from  Coimbra,  was  joined  by 
the  Portuguese  militia  under  Sir  Robert  Wilson 
and  Colonel  Millar,  and  all  these  forces  glided  in 
between  the  army  of  Massena  and  the  Spanish 
frontier,  cutting  off  all  his  communications,  and 
doing  other  mischief.  Trant  and  Wilson  even 
came  down  to  attack  or  menace  the  strong  French 
rear  at  Otta,  obliging  Massena  to  move  back  a 
wliole  division  from  his  front  to  keep  them  in 
check.  Towards  the  end  of  October,  when  the 
privations  and  the  sickness  of  his  army  were  on  the 
increase,  he  threw  2000  men  across  the  Zezere  to 
re-open  a  communication  with  Spain  by  way  of 
Gastello  Branco ;  and  he  sent  General  Foy  with  a 


strong  escort  to  find  or  fight  his  way  as  best  he 
could  to  Ciudad  Rodrigo,  whence  the  general  was 
to  repair  with  all  speed  to  Paris,  to  acquaint  the 
emperor  with  the  real  situation  of  affairs  in  Por¬ 
tugal.  On  the  15th  of  November  Massena  began 
a  retrograde  movement,  for  the  purpose  of  with¬ 
drawing  his  army  from  the  low  wet  grounds  in 
front  of  Torres  Vedras  and  placing  it  in  canton¬ 
ments  for  the  winter.  He  established  the  2nd  or 
Regnier’s  corps  in  and  near  Santarenr  in  a  very 
strong  position ;  the  8th  corps  he  put  into  Pernes, 
the  6th  corps  farther  back  into  Thomar,  and  he 
fi.ved  his  head-quarters  at  Torres  Novas.  These 
positions  were  not  to  be  assailed  with  impunity; 
but  before  the  French  could  reach  them  they  were 
molested  by  the  British  light  division  and  cavalry, 
who  took  some  prisoners.  Lord  Wellington, 
leaving  part  of  the  allied  army  in  the  lines,  moved 
forward  the  remainder  towards  the  Rio  Mayor, 
which  separated  him  from  the  French  position  at 
Santarem;  and,  having  placed  Hill’s  division  on 
the  bank  of  the  Tagus  opposite  to  Santarem,  his 
lordship  fixed  his  head-quarters  at  Cartaxo.  If  his 
proclamation  had  been  properly  obeyed,  Massena 
must  have  been  starved  out  of  the  country  before 
the  beginning  of  December.  But  the  Portuguese 
inhabitants  between  the  Tagus  and  the  Zezere  had 
remained  in  fancied  security,  and  the  French 
found  considerable  supplies  in  Santarem.,  Pernes, 
Torres  Novas,  Golegao,  and  other  towns.  Thus 
provisions  were  obtained,  by  the  usual  processes  of 
force  and  intimidation,  at  least  for  a  part  of  the 
w'inter.  And,  what  was  worse  for  the  allies,  a 
number  of  boats  had  been  carelessly  or  treacher¬ 
ously  left  at  Santarem,  to  enable  the  French  to 
cross  the  Tagus  whenever  they  liked,  and  to  act  on 


(UsTEi.io  Branco. 


3  M  2 


4j2 


HISTORY  OF  THE  REIGN  OF  GEORGE  III. 


the  flanks  of  Wellington’s  army.*  The  Portu¬ 
guese  regency  ^Yere  far  from  possessing  that  au¬ 
thority  which  an  executive  government  ought  to 
possess;  and  in  activity  and  ability  they  seem  to 
have  been  still  more  deficient.  The  business  of 
government  requires  an  apprenticeship  as  well  as 
all  others;  tliese  new  untried  men  were  very 
greedy  for  the  popularity  which  tliey  hoped  would 
prolong  tlieir  power ;  and,  as  Lord  Wellington 
observed,  they  would  not  aid  in  any  measure,  how¬ 
ever  benefleial  to  the  real  interests  of  the  country, 
which  might  be  unpopular  with  the  mob  of 
Lisbon. t  Instead  of  strenuously  enforcing  the 
proclamation,  they  had  agreed  with  the  unwilling 
inhabitants  in  many  parts  of  the  country  that  the 
measures  it  prescribed  w'ere  very  distressing,  and 
ruinous  and  unnecessary ;  and  they  had  endea¬ 
voured  to  throw  all  the  odium  of  the  proclamation 
upon  his  lordship.  When  Massena’s  movable 
columns  began  to  ravage  the  countries  east  of  the 
mountains  and  between  the  mountains  of  the 
Tagus  and  Zezere,  the  people  felt  the  folly  of  the 
regency  and  their  own  lamentable  error ;  but  then 
it  was  too  late.  It  has  been  said  by  one  of  his 
companions  in  arms,  that  it  is  not  going  too  far  to 
affirm  that  a  British  commander  has  seldom,  if 
ever,  stood  in  a  predicament  more  harassing  and 
more  unsatisfactory  than  that  occupied  by  Lord 
Wellington  during  this  campaign  of  1810  ;  and 
that  probably  not  a  single  individual  in  the  British 
service  could  have  carried  himself  through  (he 
difficulties  arising  out  of  it,  except  the  man  who 
struggled  wdth  and  overcame  them.  +  The  Bishop 
(now'  patriarch)  of  Oporto  and  Principal  Souza, 
who  had  given  so  much  trouble  to  Sir  Hew  L)al- 
rymple  during  his  brief  command,  and  who  had 
now  voices  potential  in  the  regency  (the  patriarch 
being  president),  had  been  carrying  on  an  irritating 
correspondence  all  through  the  summer,  pretending 
to  know  better  than  the  able  British  general  how 
to  manage  the  war,  and  constantly  interfering  with 
his  authority,  although,  by  a  decree  of  the  prince 
regent  of  Portugal  sent  over  from  Brazil,  his 
lordship  had  been  appointed  commander-in-chief 
and  marshal- general  of  the  Portuguese  army.§ 
“  They  give  me  more  trouble  in  writing  letters 
upon  their  nonsense,”  says  his  lordship,  “and  make 

*  His  lordslup  had  been  repeatedly  annoyed  by  similar  acts  ofre- 
mUsuess  or  treachery  ;  but  at  this  provocation  he  spoke  out.  lie  threw 
the  ])rinci])al  blame  where  it  was  merited — upon  tlie  Portuguese  re¬ 
gency.  To  Mr.  Charh-s  Stuart  (afterwards  Lord  Stuart  dc  Uoiliesay), 
who  was  residing  at  Lisbon  as  our  .ambassudtu-  to  that  shulhing  pro 
tompare  government,  he  poured  out  his  conn)laints  and  reproaches, 
>\ell  knowing  that  Stuart  would  not  mince  m-ilters  wiih  the  gentlenieu 
of  the  regency,  ‘‘  If,"'  wrote  his  lordship,  “  the  French  can  feed  in  the 

country,  they  will  stay  till  they  will  be  reinforced . The 

French  could  not  have  staid  if  the  provisions  liad  been  removed  .  .  . 
All  our  military  arratigements  arc  useless  if  they  can  find  subsistence 
on  the  ground  which  liiey  occupy  ....  Then  tlie  boats  are  left  at 
Santarem  in  order  to  give  the  enemy  an  opportunity  of  acting  upon 
our  flanks.  They  could  not  have  staid  a  week  if  the  provisions  had 
been  carried  oil*  ....  For  aught  I  know  to  the  contraiy,  they  may 
be  able  to  maintain  Ihcir  position  till  the  whole  Frencli  army  is 
brought  to  their  assistance.  It  is  lieart-breaking  to  contemplate  the 
cliance  of  failure  from  such  obstinacy  and  ioWy  ''—Dispatches. 

Letter  to  Charles  Stuart,  Esq.  in  Dispatches. 

X  Marquess  of  Londonderry. 

§  Lord  NVelUngton  had  also  been  apjiointed  a  member  of  the  regency 
ill  I’ortugal,  in  conjunction  with  Mr.  Charles  Stuart,  ourmiuisler  at 
Lisbon;  but  this  last  appointment  did  not  take  place  till  tlie  month 
of  August. 
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me  lose  more  time  than  can  Ibe  conceived.  I  am 
responsible,  and  they  are  not,  for  the  success  of  our 
operations.”  The  fact  was  that  the  regency,  after 
the  appointment  of  Principal  Souza  to  be  a  member 
of  it,  conceived  that  the  war  could  be  maiutained  upon 
the.  Portuguese  frontier,  where  Massena  might  he 
kept  at  bay,  contrary  to  the  opinion  of  Wellington 
and  every  military  officer  in  the  country ;  and,  in¬ 
stead  of  giving  positive  orders  preparatory  to  the 
retreat  of  the  allied  army  to  Torres  Vedras,  they 
w'asted  much  valuable  time  in  discussing  with  his 
lordship  the  expediency  of  adopting  another  plan 
of  defence — a  plan  which  must  have  driven  their 
sapient  excellencies  out  of  Lisbon,  and  have  left 
that  capital  open  to  Massena.  After  the  sudden 
fall  of  their  fortress  of  Almeida,  the  regency  be¬ 
trayed  such  a  degree  of  ill-humour  as  made  it  seem 
as  if  they  believed  that  that  fortress  alone  could 
have  stopped  the  French,  and  that  Lord  Wellington 
had  set  fire  to  the  powder-magazine,  which  blew 
its  w'orks  into  the  air.  On  the  7th  of  September, 
or  twenty  days  before  he  fought  the  battle  of 
Busaco,  Wellington  wrote  in  firm  and  indignant 
language  to  the  British  minister  at  Lisbon,  desiring 
him  to  put  an  end  at  once  to  these  miserable  in¬ 
trigues  by  informing  the  members  of  the  regency 
that  he  would  not  stay  in  the  countrj',  and  that  he 
would  advise  the  British  government  to  withdraw 
their  assistance,  if  they  interfered  in  any  manner 
with  the  operations  of  his  army,  or  with  the  ap¬ 
pointments  Marshal  Beresford  might  choose  to 
make  for  his  own  staff.  He  hade  Mr.  Stuart  re¬ 
mind  those  gentlemen  of  the  original  arrangement 
and  agreement  which  gave  to  himself  and  Beresford 
the  exclusive  management  of  the  two  armies,  and 
to  w  arn  them  once  more  of  the  dangers  which  must 
result  from  the  regency’s  refusing  or  delaying  to 
adopt  the  civil  and  political  arrangements  recom¬ 
mended  by  him,  and  corresponding  with  the  mili¬ 
tary  operations  he  was  carrying  on.  Ills  lordship 
drew  a  comparison  between  this  ignorant  and  im¬ 
patient  regency  and  the  central  junta  of  Spain, 
which  had  hurried  army  after  army  into  battle, 
only  to  be  beaten  and  sacrificed.  He  spoke  of  the 
Portuguese  militia  as  only  fit  for  the  kind  of  ser¬ 
vice  on  which  he  was  employing  it ;  he  declared 
that  as  yet  it  was  only  a  part  of  the  regular  Por¬ 
tuguese  army  which  could  be  trusted  in  the  field 
against  French  veterans,  and  that  he  was  the  best 
judge  of  the  qualities  and  capabilities  of  the  troops 
under  his  command.  But  the  fighting  j)atriarch 
and  his  sword-bearer,  Souza,  would  neither  confess 
their  own  ignorance,  nor  renounce  their  ow  n  plans  ; 
and  when  the  retreat  from  the  Mondego  commenced 
they  wrote  and  talked  more  wordy  nonsense.  On 
the  6th  of  October,  when  the  allied  forces  were 
close  upon  the  inexpugnable  lines,  the  creation  of 
which  saved  Lisbon,  Wellington  again  addressed 
the  British  minister,  who  had  the  right  of  sitting 
in  the  council  of  regency.  “  You  will  do  me  the 
favour,”  said  his  lordship,  “  to  inform  the  regency, 
and  above  all,  the  Principal  Souza,  that,  his  British 
majesty  and  the  prince  regent  having  intrusted  me 
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with  the  command  of  their  armies,  and  likewise 
with  the  conduct  of  the  military  operations,  I  will 
not  suffer  them,  or  anybody  else,  to  interfere  with 
them  ;  that  1  know  best  where  to  station  my  troops, 
and  where  to  make  a  stand  against  the  enemy  ;  and 
I  shall  not  alter  a  system  formed  upon  mature  con¬ 
sideration  upon  any  suggestion  ot  theirs.  I  am 
responsible,  for  what  I  do,  and  they  are  not.  I  re¬ 
commend  them  to  look  to  the  measures  for  which 
they  are  responsible,  and  which  I  long  ago  re¬ 
commended  to  them,  viz.,  to  provide  for  the  tran¬ 
quillity  of  Lisbon,  and  for  the  food  of  the  army,  and 
of  the  people,  while  the  troops  shall  be  engaged 
with  the  enemy.  As  for  Principal  Souza,  I  beg 
you  to  tell  him,  from  me,  that  I  have  had  no  satis¬ 
faction  in  transacting  the  business  of  this  country 
since  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  government ; 
that,  being  embarked  in  a  course  of  military  opera¬ 
tions,  of  which  I  hope  to  see  the  successful  termi¬ 
nation,  I  shall  continue  to  carry  them  on  to  their 
end;  but  that  no  power  upon  earth  shall  induce 
me  to  remain  in  the  Peninsula,  for  one  moment, 
after  I  shall  have  obtained  his  majesty’s  leave  to 
resign  my  charge,  if  Principal  Souza  is  to  remain 
cither  a  member  of  the  government,  or  to  continue 
at  Lisbon.  Either  he  must  quit  the  country  or  I 
shall ;  and,  if  I  should  be  obliged  to  go,  I  will  take 
care  that  the  world,  in  Portugal  at  least,  and  the 
prince  regent,  shall  be  made  acquainted  with  my 

reasons.* .  I  have  but  little  doubt  of 

success ;  but,  as  I  have  fought  a  sufficient  number 
of  battles  to  discover  that  the  result  of  any  one  is 
not  certain,  even  under  the  best  arrangements,  I 
am  anxious  that  the  government  should  adopt  pre¬ 
paratory  arrangements  to  take  out  of  the  enemy  s 
w'ay  those  persons  and  their  families  who  w'ould 
suffer  if  they  were  to  fall  into  his  hands.”  Souza 
was  not  only  a  presumptuous,  meddling,  headstrong 
blockhead,  but  a  corrupt  and  rapacious  man.  On 
the  30th  of  November,  from  his  head-quarters  at 
Cartaxo,  Wellington  addressed  a  frank,  manly  letter 
to  the  prince  regent  of  Portugal,  on  the  other  side 
of  the  Atlantic,  showing  the  imperious  necessity  of 
turning  Principal  Souza  out  of  the  government. 
The  Council  of  Regency  at  Lisbon  consented  to 
dismiss  or  suspend  the  obnoxious  Principal ;  but 
he  would  submit  neither  to  suspension  nor  dis¬ 
missal.  He  appealed  to  the  distant  prince  regent, 
and,  until  his  answer  should  arrive,  betook  himself 
to  the  getting  up  of  a  regular  anti-English  party, 
which  greatly  injured  the  confidence  which  the 

•  "AU  I  ask  from  tlia  Portuguese  regency,”  saiil  AVellington,  “  is 
triUKiuilUty  in  the  town  of  Insbou,  and  pfovisions/^i-  ihetr  own  troops: 
It  appears  that  the  regency  did  not  send  suITicieut  provishms ;  that  the 
Pip'^lisli  commissariat  were  obligi  d  to  furnish  tlie  Portuguese  troops 
and  militia  ;  and  that,  instead  of  maintaining  tranquillity  in  the  town 
of  Lisbon,  some  of  the  members  of  that  government  excited  disturb- 
.mces.  “  From  the  letter  of  tb.e  3rd  instant,  which  I  have  received 
from  Dorn  Miguel  Forjaz,”  adds  his  lordship.  “  1  luul  hoped  that  the 
government  were  satisfied  with  u  )iat  I  had  done  and  intended  to  do  ; 
and  that,  instend  of  endeavouring  to  render  all  further  defence  fruitless, 
by  disturbing  the  minds  of  the  populace  at  Lisbon,  the\  vould  ha^e 
dmic  their  duty  by  adopting  measures  to  secure  the  traniiuillity  of  the 
town  But  I  'suppose  that,  like  other  weak  individuals,  they  add  dvpli- 
citi/to  their  ivcakness ;  and  that  their  expressions  of  approbation,  and 
even  (p'atitude,  were  intended  to  cenvey  censure."  His  lordship  desired 
Mr.  Stuart  to  communicate  tlie  wliole  of  this  stinging  letter  to  the 
Portuguese  regency,  and  then  trausmil  it  to  the  British  government. 


government  reposed  in  the  British  army  and  its 
great  leader. 

At  the  same  time  the  Portuguese  troops  and 
militia  left  in  the  lines  of  Torres  Vedras  were  so 
badly  supplied  by  their  government  that  the  re¬ 
gular  soldiers  began  to  desert,  and  the  militiamen 
to  run  to  their  homes,  whole  regiments  at  once,  in 
order  to  escape  starvation.  Thus  starving  their 
own  troops,  it  was  hardly  to  be  expected  that  the  re¬ 
gency  would  provide  for  Romana  and  his  Spaniards. 
Wellington,  Avho  could  not  see  them  perish,  was 
obliged  to  provide  out  of  his  own  stores  for  these 
5000  famishing  men,  as  also  for  another  equally 
hungry  and  naked  Spanish  corps  of  1200  men, 
which  had  now  been  brought  into  Portugal  by  Don 
Carlos  de  Espana.  Such  were  a  few’  of  the  diffi¬ 
culties  which  surrounded  the  British  general.  He 
had,  however,  saved  the  capital,  and  reduced  the 
enemy  to  inactivity.  All  the  north  of  Portugal  w’as 
free  from  the  French,  as  was  also  the  wdrole  of  the 
kingdom  south  of  the  Tagus.  The  fine  rich  coun¬ 
try  round  Lisbon  was  untouched.  The  opulent 
city  of  Oporto  was  as  safe  as  Lisbon ;  Coimbra, 
Abrantes,  all  the  large  towns  were  in  the  possession 
of  the  allies,  as  were  also  all  the  fortresses  of  the 
countrv,  with  the  single  exception  of  Almeida. 
Massena  was  absolutely  master  of  nothing  except 
of  the  ground  on  which  the  divisions  of  his  army 
stood  :  he  was  hemmed  in  between  the  northern 
bank  of  the  Tagus,  the  Rio  Mayor,  and  the  Estrella 
mountains,  having  Wellington  in  his  front,  the  Por¬ 
tuguese  militia  iii  his  rear,  and  his  communications 
with  Spain  and  France  intercepted.*  “  It  is  im¬ 
possible,”  said  Lord  Wellington,  early  in  Novem¬ 
ber,  “  to  describe  the  pecuniiiry  and  other  distresses 
of  the  French  armies  in  the  Peninsula.  All  the 
troops  are  months  in  arrears  ot  pay  ;  they  are,  in 
general,  very  badly  clothed;  they  want  horses, 
carriages,  and  equipments  of  every  description  ; 
their  troops  subsist  solely  upon  plunder,  whether 
acquired  individually,  or  more  regularly  by  the  way 
of  requisition  and  contribution  :  they  receive  no 
money,  or  scarcely  any,  from  France ;  and  they 
realise  but  little  from  their  pecuniary  contributions 
in  Spain.  Indeed,  I  have  lately  discovered  that 
the  expense  of  the  pay  and  the  hospitals  alone  of 
the  French  army  in  the  Peninsula  amounts  to 
more  than  the  sum  stated  in  the  financial  expose 
as  the  whole  expense  of  the  entire  French  array.”! 
At  the  end  of  the  campaign  the  British  army  was 
in  a  finer  condition  than  ever  it  had  been  in ;  its 
discipline  was  greatly  improved,  and  so  was  its 

•  These  commiiuications  must  have  been  very  comiiletely  intcr- 
oeutect,  for  Masseiia  wrote  only  two  ilispatches  to  Paris,  and  tliey 
were  t3oth  seized  and  earned  to  Lord  W  elliu{^toii.  Later,  a  Portuguese 
traitor,  a  Captain  Mascarenlias,  wlio  liad  taken  service  under  tlie 
I''reucli,  and  liad  become  aide-de-camp  to  .iuuot,  w.as  intercepted  and 
seized  as  lie  was  travelling  towards  tlie  frontier  of  Spain,  disguised  as 
a  Spanish  peasant.  The  ilispatehes  found  about  liis  person  were 
carried  not  to  Lord  Wellington,  but  to  the  regency  at  Listjoii.  They 
were  .--aid  to  contain  an  earnest  request  from  Masseiia  that  the  Lm- 
])eror  Napoleon  would  be  graciously  \deascd  to  reinforce  liis  army  of 
Portugal  with  40,000  men  ! 

This  Mascareiihas  was  hanged  by  the  regency,  but  not  imlil  nearly 
a  vear  after  liis  capture. 

't  Letter  to  the  Earl  of  Liverpool,  in  Dispatches. — 'lliis  last  dis¬ 
covery  will  show  the  faith  to  be  put  in  the  annual  Cvmpte  rendu,  or 
liuauci.ul  erpusc,  ptescuted  by  Bonaparte  and  his  ministers. 
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health,  the  effective  strength  in  ])roportion  to  its 
total  numbers  being  remarkably  high.  There  was, 
in  fact,  no  sickness  in  the  army  of  any  importance  ; 
above  half  of  those  returned  as  sick  were  con¬ 
valescent,  and  were  only  waiting  in  the  salubrious 
atmosphere  of  Belem  to  gain  strength  to  bear  the 
fatigues  of  marching  and  of  their  duty  in  the  6eld.* 
The  rash  and  the  uninformed,  or  the  unfriendly, 
in  England  as  well  as  in  Portugal,  asked  why, 
under  such  circumstances,  Lord  Wellington  did 
not  attack  Massena  and  annihilate  his  army  in  a 
grand  battle?  There  were  several  reasons  why  his 
lordship  should  not  make  any  such  rash  attempt. 
The  allied  army  under  his  command  was  the  only 
organised  body  existing  anywhere  in  the  Peninsula 
which  could  keep  the  held  against  the  enemy,  and, 
should  it  be  shattered,  Spain,  as  w’ell  as  Portugal, 
would  remain  a  rase  campagne  to  the  French.  He 
had  only  30,000  British  troops,  and  in  the  ojien  field 
he  could  depend  only  upon  about  20,000  of  the  re¬ 
gular  Portuguese.  Massena,  after  every  loss  and 
deduction,  had  still  55,000  veteran  troops,  and  the 
positions  which  the  folly  of  the  regency  and  of  the 
people  had  allowed  him  to  take  up  and  maintain 
on  the  heights  of  Santarem,  Pernes,  Torres  Novas, 
&c.,  were  almost  as  strong  as  those  which  Welling¬ 
ton  would  have  left  close  behind  him  at  Torres 
A^edras.  He  knew  the  difficulty  and  the  enormous 
ex])ense  of  recruiting  the  English  part  of  his  forces  ; 
and  he  had  some  reason  to  apprehend  that,  in  the 
event  of  any  signal  disaster,  the  British  govern¬ 
ment  might  be  forced  to  withdraw  the  army  alto¬ 
gether  from  the  Peninsula.  The  ministry  w'as  in 
a  very  insecure  unfixed  state,  weakened  by  the 
retirement  of  Canning  and  Castlereagh,  by  the  un¬ 
fortunate  result  of  the  Walcheren  expedition,  and, 
in  some  degree,  by  the  Burdett  riots  :  the  king 
was  now  in  that  state  which  must  render  the  ap¬ 
pointment  of  the  Prince  of  AV ales  as  regent  inevi¬ 
table  and  lasting,  and  the  Whig  party  had  expect¬ 
ations  of  returning  to  office  and  power.  Wellington 
had  not  received  from  home  all  the  support  that 
he  and  the  cause  deserved;  but  from  a  new'  Whig 
ministry  he  would  have  still  less  to  expect.  Any 
great  reverse  would  have  made  him  lose  the  con¬ 
fidence  of  the  Portuguese  troops,  wdio,  no  more 
than  the  great  body  of  people,  partook  in  any  of 
the  unfriendly  feelings  entertained  towards  him 
by  Souza  and  the  Patriarch.  If  he  had  not  en¬ 
joyed  more  confidence  from  the  soldiery  and  the 
people  than  from  the  council  of  regency,  the 
cause  must  have  been  lost.  Any  considerable 
defeat  or  loss  would  discourage  the  new  Portuguese 
regiments  that  were  in  training,  and  lead  to  deser¬ 
tion  :  he  could  not  trust  the  newer  levies,  and  it 
was  incumbent  on  him  to  be  very  careful  of  the 
better  part  of  that  native  army.  Immense  advan¬ 
tages,  too,  must  arise  from  keeping  all  his  army  in 
its  present  high  state  of  health,  and  this  could 
hardly  be  done  by  keeping  it  in  the  field  through 
that  terrible  rainy  season  and  the  coming  winter. 

•  DUputch  to  the  Earl  of  iverpool,  dated  Cartaxo,  2Ut  Novem¬ 
ber,  IdiO. 
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No  attempt  could  be  made  to  manoeuvre  upon  the 
enemy’s  flank  or  rear  ;  first,  because  the  enemy 
showed  they  were  indifferent  about  their  flanks  or 
rear,  or  (since  they  had  found  provisions)  their 
communications  ;  and,  secondly,  because  the  in¬ 
evitable  consequence  of  attempting  such  a  ma¬ 
noeuvre  would  be  to  open  some  one  or  other  of  the 
roads  to  Lisbon  and  to  our  shipping,  of  w’hich 
Massena  would  be  sure  to  take  immediate  advan¬ 
tage.  “  Therefore,”  said  his  lordship,  “  we  must 
carry  their  strong  positions  in  front  and  by  main 
force,  and  consequently  with  loss ;  and,  in  the 
course  of  the  operations,  I  must  draw  my  army 
out  of  their  cantonments  ;  I  must  expose  the  troops 
and  horses  to  the  inclemencies  of  the  weather  at 
this  season  of  the  year,  and  must  look  to  all  the 
consequences  of  that  measure  in  increased  sickness 
of  the  men  and  in  loss  of  efficiency  and  condition 

in  horses . We  should  still  stand  alone 

in  the  Peninsula  as  an  army;  and,  if  I  should  suc¬ 
ceed  in  forcing  Massena’s  positions,  it  would  be¬ 
come  a  question  whether  I  should  be  able  to  main¬ 
tain  my  own,  in  case  the  enemy  should  march 

another  army  into  this  country . But 

every  day’s  delay,  at  this  season  of  the  year,  nar¬ 
rows  our  line  of  defence,  and  consequently 
strengthens  it;  and  when  the  winter  shall  have  set 
in,  no  number,  however  formidable,  can  venture  to 
attack  it ;  and  the  increase  of  the  enemy’s  number 
at  that  period  will  only  add  to  their  distress,  and 
increase  the  difficulties  of  their  retreat.”*  From  the 
middle  of  November  the  weather  continued  to  be 
miserably  bad  ;  all  the  cross-roads  were  impassable 
for  artillery  and  very  difficult  for  infantry,  and  the 
rivulets  were  all  swollen.  This  greatly  distressed 
the  French,  who  were  obliged  to  scour  the  country 
in  search  of  provisions;  but,  by  spreading  and 
deepening  the  inundations  in  front  of  Torres 
Vedras,  it  greatly  strengthened  that  position. 
AVellington  was  more  determined  than  ever  to  make 
no  movement  by  which  he  should  incur  the  risk  of 
involving  the  army  in  a  general  action  on  ground 
less  advantageous  than  that  which  he  had  fixed 
upon.  “  The  enemy,”  he  said,  “can  be  relieved 
from  the  difficulties  of  their  situation  only  by  the 
occurrence  of  some  misfortune  to  the  allied  army  ; 
and  I  should  forward  their  views  by  ])lacing  the 
fate  of  the  campaign  on  the  result  of  a  general 
action,  on  ground  chosen  by  them  instead  of  on 
that  selected  by  me.”t 

The  Spaniards  had  got  together  their  cortes  at 
Cadiz  ;  but  no  immediate  benefit  had  appeared  to 
result  from  the  convocation  of  that  national  as¬ 
sembly.  To  AATllington  the  cortes  appeared  to  be 
suffering  under  the  national  disease  in  as  great  a 
degree  as  the  other  authorities  ;  that  is,  it  appeared 
that  they  were  boasting  of  the  strength  and  power 
of  the  Spanish  nation,  till  they  seriously  convinced 
themselves  they  were  in  no  danger,  and  then  sitting 

*  Disp:Ucli  to  tlie  Eai-l  of  I-ivei'iiool,  Novcmlier  3nl. 

t  I)i. patc  h  to  Eiiil  of  Livi  vpool,  1st  of  DeecmbcT.  All  the-  dis- 
liatclics  wi-itlon  at  this  period  should  be  atteutivc-ly  perused  by  those 
\vho«oald  arrive  at  a  clear  notiou  of  the  great  comniaader's  pru¬ 
dence,  foresight,  and  genius. 
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down  quietly  and  indulging  their  national  in- 
dolenee.*  They  had  brought  no  army  into  the 
field,  they  were  depending  for  the  very  safety  of 
Cadiz,  the  seat  of  their  government,  upon  the 
British  regiments  we  had  sent  thither ;  and,  though 
ten  months  had  passed  since  the  appearance  of 
Marshal  Victor,  they  had  neglected  to  prepare 
some  of  the  works  necessary  for  their  defence,  not¬ 
withstanding  the  remonstrances  of  General  Graham 
and  the  British  officers  serving  under  him.f 

It  was  on  the  24th  of  September  that  the  cortes 
commenced  their  proceedings  with  religious  so¬ 
lemnities.  The  five  individuals  who  had  com¬ 
posed  the  supreme  council  of  regency,  to  whom  the 
central  junta  had  remitted  their  authority  in  the 
month  of  February,  resigned.  The  members  of 
the  cortes  now  assembled  declared  themselves 
legally  constituted  as  a  general  and  extraordinary 
cortes,  wherein  the  national  sovereignty  resided. 
They  acknowledged,  proclaimed,  and  swore  anew 
that  Ferdinand  VI  I.  of  Bourbon  was  their  only 
lawful  king;  and  declared  null  and  void  the  cession 
of  the  crown  which  he  was  said  to  have  made  in 
favour  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte,  not  only  because  of 
the  violence  and  treachery  which  accompanied  that 
illegal  transaction,  but  principally  because  the  con¬ 
sent  of  the  nation  was  wanting.  They  authorised 
the  five  members  of  the  council  of  regency  to  con¬ 
tinue  to  exercise  the  executive  power  till  they,  the 
cortes,  should  appoint  a  government  which  they 
might  deem  more  convenient.  But  they  required 
the  five  members  of  the  regency  to  acknowledge  the 
national  sovereignty  of  the  cortes,  and  swear  obe¬ 
dience  to  such  laws  and  decrees  as  the  cortes  should 
think  fit  to  promulgate;  and  they  drew  up  a  very 
stringent  oath  to  be  taken  immediately  by  the  said 
members  of  the  regency.  It  was  betw’een  ten  and 
eleven  at  night  when  this  decree  was  passed,  and 
wlien  the  members  of  the  regency  were  summoned 
to  attend.  Four  of  the  regents  entered  the  hall 
of  the  cortes  about  midnight  and  took  the  oath. 
But  the  fifth — the  Bishop  of  Orense — did  not 
come.  The  lateness  of  the  hour  and  the  infirm 
state  of  his  health  were  assigned  as  the  causes  of 
his  absence;  but  it  was  soon  known  that  the  prelate 
was  withheld  by  stronger  motives.  He  was  not 
prep.ared  to  acknowledge  the  sovereignty  of  the 
people — an  alarming  doctrine  to  all  churchmen — • 
or  to  swear  implicit  obedience  to  a  body  which  was 
as  yet  very  incomplete,  and  to  laws  which  were  not 
yet  made ;  and  from  this  hour  the  Bishop  of  Orense 
ceased  to  act  as  one  of  the  regency.  On  the  fol¬ 
lowing  day,  the  25th  of  September,  the  cortes 
decreed,  as  a  consequence  of  their  former  decree  of 
sovereignty,  that  the  style  in  which  the  cortes  was 

•  to  the  llight  Hon.  Henry  Wellesley,  oiir  ambassador  at 

Cadiz,  dated  2n(l  December. 

+  Id.  *'  1  am  afraid,”  says  WelUngton,  “  that  the  Spaniards  Mill 
brinj?  ns  all  to  shame  yet.  It  is  scandalous  that  in  the  third  year  of 
their  war,  and  after  having  been  mure  than  a  year  in  a  state  of  trail* 
qnilUiy.  and  having  sustained  no  loss  of  importance  since  the  battle  of 
Ocana,  they  shonld  now  be  depending  upon  us  for  ihe  safety  of  Cadiz  1” 
At  this  juncture  he  was  obliged  to  order  General  Graham  to  retain  at 
Cadiz  the  llrilish  troops  that  Sir  John  Stuart  was  sending  down  from 
Sicily  to  reinforce  his  own  army  in  Portugal,  Ilis  lordship  even  spoke 
of  sending  some  more  troops  from  Poitugal  to  Cadiz, 


to  be  addressed  should  be  that  of  majesty.  High¬ 
ness  was  to  he  the  style  of  the  executive  power. 
They  ordered,  also,  that  the  commanders-in-chief 
of  armies,  the  captains-general  of  provinces,  the 
archbishops  and  bishops,  the  tribunals,  provincial 
juntas,  and  all  other  authorities,  civil,  military,  and 
ecclesiastic,  should  take  the  oath  of  obedience  to 
the  cortes,  in  the  same  form  as  the  regency.*  By 
another  edict  they  ordered  that  their  installation 
should  be  officially  made  known  through  all  the 
Spanish  dominions,  and  everywhere  celebrated  wdth 
Te  Deums  and  salvos  of  artillery ;  and  that  prayers 
should  be  offered  up  during  three  days,  imploring 
the  Divine  blessing  upon  their  councils.  On  the 
26th  they  declared  the  regency  to  be  responsible 
to  the  nation ;  but  they  had  hardly  decreed  the 
separation  of  the  executive  and  the  legislative  func¬ 
tions  before  they  confounded  them  in  their  own 
practice.  Several  of  the  deputies  of  the  cortes — 
the  founders  of  the  Spanish  republican  sect  which 
has  since  exercised  a  great  influence  over  the  fate 
of  that  still  unsettled  and  wretched  country — had 
studied  their  politics  and  their  general  philosophy 
in  the  French  school,  and  were  supposed  to  be 
sufficiently  inclined  to  follow  the  footsteps,  both  in 
matters  of  state  and  church  policy,  of  the  rash, 
incapable,  and  pedantic  Girondists,  who  had  ruined 
all  the  healthy  hopes  ever  presented  by  the  French 
revolution.  These  men  had  imbibed  early  preju¬ 
dices  against  England  and  her  constitution  ;  and 
these  prejudices  did  not  wholly  give  w’ay  to  the 
hatred  of  Bonaparte  and  of  the  present  system  of 
France.  For  the  time  this  weak  minority  of  repub¬ 
licans  and  materialists  produced  no  great  moral  or 
political  effect ;  but,  contrary  to  the  advice  of  the 
learned  and  wise  Jovellanos,  who  had  attentively 
studied  the  English  constitution,  the  qualification 
of  property  in  the  deputies  or  members  had  been 
dispensed  with,  and  the  cortes,  instead  of  sitting  in 
two  Houses  like  the  British  parliament,  or  voting 
as  three  separate  states  of  nobility,  clergy,  and 
commons,  like  the  ancient  cortes  of  Spain,  was 
all  jumbled  together  in  one  single  chamber,  and 
voted  altogether  in  one  body,  like  the  constituent 
assembly  of  France;  and  from  this  one  capital 
blunder,  which  the  Spaniards  took  as  a  precedent, 
and  to  which  they  clung  with  mad  tenacity,  in  the 
revolution  of  1820,  have  mainly  proceeded  that 
over-extension  of  democratic  principle  and  power, 
and  that  anarchy,  to  which  now  there  seems  to  he 
no  end  except  in  the  reconstruction  of  the  old  abso¬ 
lute  government,  or  in  a  military  despotism.  The 
liberales  were  not  hold  enough  to  promulgate  the 
doctrine  of  religious  liberty.  The  cortes,  even 
as  Joseph  Bonaparte  had  done  in  his  Statutes  of 

•  The  oath  ran  thus — 

*'Do  you  swear  to  preserve  the  Holy  Catholic  Apostolic  Romish 
religion  in  these  realms,  without  admitting  any  other  ?  Do  you  swear 
to  preserve  the  Spanish  nation  in  its  integrity,  and  to  (imit  no  means 
for  delivering  it  from  its  nujast  oppressors  ?  Do  you  swear  to  preserve 
to  our  beloved  st)vereign  Ferdinand  VII.  all  his  dominions,  and,  in 
his  failure,  to  his  legitimate  successors;  and  to  make  every  possible 
exertion  for  releasing  him  from  captivity,  and  pl  icing  him  upon  the 
throne  ?  Do  you  swear  to  discharge  faitlifuUy  and  lawfully  tlie  trust 
which  the  nation  reposes  in  you,  observing  the  laws  of  Sp.iiu,  but 
changing,  modifving,  and  varying  such  as  retjiiire  to  be  altered  for 
the  general  good?* 
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Ba)’onne,  declared  the  Roman  Catholic  the  religion 
of  Spain  to  the  exclusion  of  all  others.  They  voted 
the  liberty  of  the  press  (and  frantic  was  the  abuse 
soon  made  of  it),  but  from  this  freedom  the  great 
subject  of  religion  was  excluded.*  They  passed  a 
sort  of  law  corresponding  to  our  Flabeas  Corpus 
Act ;  but  they  showed  that  they  themselves,  as  a 
governing  power,  would  not  be  bound  by  its  con¬ 
ditions.  The  four  regents  who  had  taken  the  oaths 
found,  in  less  than  a  month,  that  the  cortes,  who 
held  them  responsible,  interfered  with  all  their 
measures,  and  that  they  could  not  in  this  manner 
carry  on  the.  government.  They  requested  to  be. 
allowed  to  resign.  Their  resignation  was  accepted  ; 
but  they  were  ordered  to  give  in  an  account  of  their 
administration  within  two  months,  with  a  view  to 
their  impeachment  and  trial ;  and  soon  after  the 
passing  of  this  decree,  the  cortes,  in  a  secret  silting, 
came  to  the  resolution  of  ordering  the  members  of 
the  regency  to  retire  from  Cadiz,  and  fix  their 
abodes  in  certain  remote  towns  that  were  named  to 
them.  This  was  nothing  less  than  the  relegation 
process,  the  arbitrary  measure  of  the  old  court. f 
These  displaced  members  of  the  regency,  in  their 
first  season  of  power,  had  behaved  in  much  the 
same  harsh  and  arbitrary  manner  towards  the  fallen 
members  of  the  central  junta;  and  thus  every 
triumphant  party  in  Spain  trampled  upon  its  de¬ 
feated  rival,  losing  sight  of  law  or  justice,  and  of 
the  healing  and  holy  influences  of  moderation.  The 
cortes  appointed  a  new  regency,  consisting  of  Gene¬ 
ral  Blake,  Don  Pedro  Agar,  a  captain  in  the  navy 
and  director-general  of  the  academies  of  the  Royal 
hlarine,  and  Don  Gabriel  Ciscar,  governor  of 
Carthagena.  Blake  and  Ciscar  being  absent  on 
their  military  duties,  the  Marques  del  Palacio, 
and  Don  Jose  Maria  Puig  were  appointed  to  act 
in  their  places  till  they  should  arrive.  The 
marques  entertained  the  same  scruples  as  the 
Bishop  of  Orense.  When  asked  by  the  cortes  if  he 
swore  to  obey  their  decrees,  laws,  and  constitutions, 
he  replied.  Yes,  but  without  prejudice  to  the  many 
oaths  of  fidelity  which  he  had  taken  to  Ferdinand 
VII.  Being  called  upon  to  explain  this  very  na¬ 
tural  and  honourable  restriction,  the  marques  said 
that  he  was  ready  to  take  the  oath  in  the  form  pre¬ 
scribed,  provided  those  deputies  who  were  versed 
in  theological  points  would  assure  him  that  he 
might  do  it  without  injury  to  his  conscience ;  that 
he  was  quite  ready  to  acknowledge  the  sovereignty 
of  the  nation  assembled  in  its  cortes,  and  that  what 
he  meant  was  more  and  more  to  insure  the  purport 
of  the  oath  itself,  conformably  to  those  which  he 


•  The  Clh  arOclo  of  llie  Decree  reKulatiin;  the  Liherlv  of  the  I’re 
ileclarea  tliat  all  wvitiiiKs  upon  matters  of  reiifjiuti  should  rema 
subject  to  the  previous  censure  of  the  ecclesiastic  ordinances,  aecor 
ing  to  the  decree  ol  the  Council  of  Trent.  Mesia  proposed  that  tl 
liberty  should  lie  extended  to  religious  works,  but  he  was  not  supporter 
e\en  1  orrero,  who  had  berm  oue  of  the  most  strenuous  ailvocates  11 
pohtieal  Ireedom  of  the  press,  opposed  the  extension  of  the  priiicipl 
liiey  rUio  published  upon  religious  subjects  without  the  licence  . 
tlie  ordinary  were  declareil  subject  to  an  arbilrary  mulct,  besides  tl 
punishuient  wliieh  the  opinions  of  the  work  itself  might  call  for. 

+  “  Thu  eoniluet  of  the  cortes,  ill  respect  to  the  late  regency  is  shod 
tug :  and  I  much  fear,  from  all  that  1  see  and  In-ar,  that,  u'n’less  I  ca 
deleat  the  enemy,  and  hold  my  ground  in  this  country,  the  who 
game  m  Spain  is  at  an  end.”— /air, f  jydlingtm  to  the  lU.  Ibm.  11cm 
Hclleslnj;  Ctirtaxo,  ,iUt  December. 


had  taken  to  Ferdinand.  The  cortes  in  a  fury 
ordered  the  marques  into  custody  ;  and  he  was 
forthwith  thrown  into  a  cold  damp  room,  unfur¬ 
nished  and  bare.  After  this  arbitrary  arrest,  the 
cortes  spent  three  days  in  debating  what  should  be 
done  with  this  conscientious  nobleman,  and  who 
should  be  temporary  regent  instead  of  him.  At 
last  they  agreed  that  he  should  remain  a  prisoner 
upon  parole  in  the  Isle  of  Leon  ;  that  he  should  be 
deprived  of  his  post  of  captain-general  of  Aragon  ; 
and  that  the  Marques  del  Castelbar  should  supply 
his  place  in  the  council  of  regency.  Self-denying 
ordinances  were  passed  as  extravagant  as  those 
that  were  carried  by  acclamation  in  the  French 
assembly,  the  members  of  cortes  binding  them¬ 
selves,  during  the  exercise  of  their  funciions,  and 
for  a  year  afterwards,  not  to  solicit  or  accept  for 
themselves,  or  for  any  other  person  whomsoever,  any 
pension,  favour,  reward,  honour,  or  distinction,  from 
the  executive  power  which  now  existed,  or  from  any 
other  government  which  might  hereafter  be  ap¬ 
pointed;  and  a  rigorous  law  was  passed  to  punish 
the  deputy  who  solicited  any  place  or  employment 
for  a  kinsman  within  the  fourth  degree.  With 
rather  more  wisdom,  they  decreed  that  a  King  of 
Spain  could  not  marry,  or  alienate  his  property, 
or  abdicate  his  throne,  without  the  consent  of  the 
nation  in  cortes  assembled  ;  for  at  this  time, 
according  to  official  French  accounts,  Ferdinand 
was  still  hoping  to  be  adopted  by  marriage  into 
the  family  of  Bonaparte.  It  was  also  reported  that 
the  emperor,  seeing  the  hopelessness  of  crushing 
the  Spaniards  by  force,  was  going  to  remove  his 
brother  Joseph  and  to  restore  Ferdinand  to  the 
throne,  but  so  hampered  and  enthralled  as  to  be  a 
mere  tool  or  puppet.  In  the  same  view,  they  de¬ 
creed  that  all  acts  and  treaties  made  by  a  King  of 
Spain  in  a  state  of  captivity  should  be  null  and 
void.  They  passed  stupendous  acts  for  the  levying 
of  new  armies,  and  for  their  subsistence  and  equip¬ 
ment;  but  they  could  not  carry  these  magnificent 
schemes  into  execution,  and  they  scorned  to  attend 
to  details  and  to  minor  operations  which  they  might 
have  effected.  Even  after  they  had  been  assembled 
for  more  than  four  months,  Lord  Wellington  as¬ 
sured  his  government  that  the  cortes  had  done 
nothing  to  raise,  discipline,  pay,  or  support  an 
army  ;  that  the  distresses  of  the  Spanish  forces 
were  worse  even  than  those  of  the  Portuguese  ; 
that  the  army  of  the  poor  Marques  de  la  Romana 
had  not  a  shilling,  excejiting  what  he  gave  them, 
nor  a  magazine,  nor  any  one  thing  to  keep  them 
together  or  enable  them  to  act  as  a  military  body. 
Nearly  all  round  the  Bay  of  Cadiz,  under  the  eyes 
of  the  cortes,  French  detachments  were  allowed  to 
carry  on  operations  without  any  interruption.  This 
was  also  the  case  on  a  part  of  the  Mediterranean 
coast,  and  particularly  at  Malaga,  where  the  enemy 
had  collected  a  number  of  privateers  and  gun-boats. 
As  the  Spaniards  would  do  nothing,  the  Governor 
of  Gibraltar  risked  a  detachment  in  the  direction 
of  Malaga;  but,  unfortunately,  he  gave  the  conduct 
of  it  to  a  very  incompetent  officer,  Lord  Blayney. 
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This  Hibernian  peer  contrived  to  run  his  necL  into 
a  noose,  to  mistake  a  strong  party  of  French  cavalry 
for  Spaniards,  and  to  get  made  prisoner  with  about 
200  of  his  men.  Major  Grant  and  some  30  or  40 
men  were  killed  in  the  affair  of  Fiangerolla;  but 
Lord  Blayney,  who  appears  to  have  felt  very  little 
grief  or  shame  at  his  disaster,  was  carried  into 
France,  and  to  the  English  depot  at  Verdun,  where 
he  WTOte,  or  collected  the  materials  for,  a  book 
upon  the  excellence  of  French  wines  and  French 
cooks.* 

In  other  quarters  of  the  world  our  military  ope¬ 
rations  for  the  year  were  of  some  importance. 
Lord  Minto,  now  Governor-general  of  India,  sent 
a  force  of  about  1700  Europeans  and  2600  sepoys 
to  reduce  the  Isle  of  Bourbon  and  the  Isle  of  France 
in  the  Indian  Ocean,  which,  to  the  great  annoyance 
of  our  East  India  trade,  had  been  left  in  the  hands 
of  the  French.  The  whole  expedition  was  put  under 
the  management  of  Lieutenant-colonel  Keating, 
who,  with  a  fleet  of  shijjs  of  war  and  transports, 
arrived  early  in  July  off  the  island  of  Bourbon. 
Dispositions  were  made  for  an  attack  on  St.  Denis, 
the  principal  town  ;  but  the  garrison  offered  to 
capitulate ;  and  in  two  or  three  days  the  town  of 
Sr.  Paul  and  the  whole  island  quietly  submitted. 
But  the  reduction  of  the  larger  island — the  Mau¬ 
ritius,  or  Isle  of  France — was  a  work  of  much 
greater  difficulty,  and  was  not  effected  by  Lord 
Minto’s  armament  without  further  assistance.  A 
body  of  troops,  partly  drawn  from  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  commanded  by  Major-general  John  Aber¬ 
crombie,  and  a  fleet  under  Admiral  Bertie,  reached 
this  great  island  in  the  month  of  November.  On 
the  29th  the  troops  effected  a  landing  on  a  very 
difficult  coast.  The  French  skirmished  until  our 
artillery  w'as  landed,  and  preparations  were  made 
to  attack  the  forts ;  but  then — on  the  3i  d  of  De¬ 
cember — they  capitulated  upon  terms  dictated  to 
them.  The  garrison  w'as  to  be  sent  to  France ; 
but  the  whole  of  the  island,  with  a  vast  quantity  of 
stores  and  produce,  5  large  frigates  and  some 
smaller  ships  of  war,  28  merchantmen,  and  2  cap¬ 
tured  English  East  Indiamen,  was  surrendered. 
This  island,  by  far  the  most  valuable  of  the  remain¬ 
ing  French  possessions  to  the  eastward  of  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope,  became  a  permanent  British  pos¬ 
session.  Some  frigates  were  afterwards  dispatched 
to  destroy  the  French  factories  and  batteries  on 
the  coast  of  Madagascar,  and  to  root  them  out 
from  some  other  posts  on  those  seas  where  they 
chiefly  subsisted  by  privateering.  By  the  opening 
of  the  year  1811  there  was  not  left  to  France  a 
ship  on  the  Indian  Ocean,  or  a  strip  of  land  in 
either  of  the  Indies.  Guadaloupe,  the  last  island 
that  remained  to  them  in  the  West  Indies,  had  sur¬ 
rendered  as  early  as  the  month  of  February,  1810, 
to  a  combined  force  under  General  Sir  G.  Beckworth 
and  Admiral  Sir  A.  Cochrane.  This  island  was 
one  of  the  least  unhealthy  in  that  part  of  the  world, 

*  Narrative  of  a  forced  .Tourney  tlirou"h  Siiain  and  France,  as  a 
Prisoner  of  War,  in  the  years  1810  to  1814,  liy  Major-general  Ix)rd 
Blayney.  i!  vols.  8vo. :  Loudon,  1815. 
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and  might,  with  proper  attention,  have  been  pre¬ 
served  without  any  great  sacrifice  of  our  troops.* 

The  Dutch  lost  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  their 
ancient  East  India  settlement  of  Amboyna,  with  its 
dependent  islands;  and  in  the  course  of  the  sum¬ 
mer  they  lost  the  whole  island  of  Banda,  the  prin¬ 
cipal  of  the  Spice  Islands,  which,  together  wuth  its 
dependencies,  was  reduced  by  Captain  Cole  of  the 
‘  Carolina  ’  frigate. 

Early  in  the  year  Murat,  or  King  Joachim, 
whose  army  had  been  reinforced,  and  who  had 
succeeded,  not  in  subduing,  but  in  dispersing,  the 
Calabrian  insurgents  after  the  retreat  of  Sir  John 
Stuart  from  Ischia,  united  a  great  force  at  Scylla, 
Reggio,  and  on  the  hills  which  overlook  the  narrow 
straits  of  Messina,  threatening  Sicily  with  invasion. 
For  four  months  the  English  troops  in  Messina 
were  kept  on  the  alert  and  amused  by  the  animated 
spectacle  presented  by  Murat’s  camp,  whose  pa¬ 
rades  and  festivities  were  occasionally  interrupted 
by  the  English  and  Sicilian  gun-boat  flotillas.  On 
the  18th  of  September  the  French  King  of  the  Nea¬ 
politans  embarked  the  principal  body  of  his  army 
in  a  long  range  of  boats  at  Scylla  and  the  Punta 
del  Pizzo,  to  distract  the  attention  of  Sir  John 
Stuart  from  Messina,  by  menacing  the  British  left 
wing  which  was  stationed  at  and  beyond  Faro  point ; 
and,  while  these  demonstrations  v/ere  making.  Ge¬ 
neral  Cavaiguac,  embarking  at  Reggio  with  3500 
men,  pushed  boldly  across  the  Strait  to  fall  upon 
the  British  right.  Our  cruisers  were  absent,  and 
the  flotilla  was  not  at  its  post.  General  Cavaignac 
effected  a  landing,  at  a  spot  about  seven  miles  to 
the  south  of  Messina,  and  threw  forward  a  division 
which  got  possession  of  the  heights  behind  the  shore. 
He  had  great  hopes  of  winning  over  the  Corsican 
rangers  that  were  in  our  service,  and  he  brought 
over  a  fine  embroidered  standard,  inscribed  as  a 
gift  from  King  Joachim  to  these  brave  Corsicans, 
the  subjects  of  France;  and  he  had  two  battalions 
of  native  Corsicans  with  him,  whose  presence  was 
expected  to  induce  the  rangers  to  desert  and  join 
them.  The  rest  of  the  invading  force  was  com¬ 
posed  almost  entirely  of  Neapolitans.  As  soon  as 
Sir  John  Stuart  was  aware  of  this  landing  he  began 
to  reinforce  his  right ;  but  before  the  arrival  of 
these  reinforcements  Colonel  G.  Campbell  had  re¬ 
pulsed  the  enemy  with  the  greatest  facility,  taking 
800  men,  a  whole  battalion  of  Corsicans,  a  French 
colonel  and  head  of  staff,  a  lieutenant-colonel,  an 
aide-de-camp  of  the  commander  of  this  division, 
and  40  inferior  officers.  The  whole  of  the  troops 
that  had  advanced  to  the  heights  were  either  cap¬ 
tured  at  once  by  Campbell’s  people,  or  were  seized 
soon  after  or  cut  to  pieces  by  the  Sicilian  peasantrtL 
The  rest  in  the  retreat  to  their  boats  suffered  se¬ 
verely,  both  from  musquetry  and  from  a  fire  of  fort 
guns.  One  of  their  boats  was  sunk,  and  the  sol¬ 
diers  in  another  deserted  to  the  English  or  to  their 
old  king  Ferdinand  IV.  They  must  all  have  run 
away  like  sheep,  for  the  only  injury  sustained  by 

*  Major  A.  Tullocli,  StatLticnl  Report  on  tlie  Sickness,  Morlalilv, 
amt  Invaliding  among  tlie  Trooiis  in  the  West  Indies. 
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Colonel  Campbell  was  three  men  slightly  wounded. 
Murat  kept  his  camp  behind  Reggio  and  Scylla  fur 
nearly  two  years  longer,  but  he  did  not  again  at¬ 
tempt  the  experiment  of  landing  in  Sicily.* 

In  Paris  “all  went  merry  as  a  marriage  bell.” 
On  his  return  from  Vienna,  at  the  close  of  the  pre¬ 
ceding  year,  Bonaparte  caused  it  to  be  intimated 
to  Josephine  that  she  must  prepare  to  give  up 

*  Sir  Jolm  Stuiirt,  Dispatches  in  Gazette.— Before  this  attempt 
another  smart  frigate  action  had  been  foiigtit  in  the  bay  of  Naples.  On 
the  Istof  May.  Cnptain  .fahleel  Brenton,  of  the  ‘  Spartan  frigate,  and 
Captain  Ayscough,  of  the  ‘Success’  fiigate,  chased  a  squadron  of 
Murat,  consisting  of  one  frigate  of  42  guns,  one  corvette  of  28  guns, 
one  brig  of  8  guns,  and  one  cutter  of  10.  The  Neapolitans  succeeded 
in  getting  inio  harbour,  behind  the  mole  of  Naples  and  good  land 
batteip’s,  which  had  lieen  made  stronger  since  the  unpleasant  visit 
paid  there  the  year  before  by  Captain 'I'.  Staines.  Captain  Breutou, 
our  senior  oflicer,  knowing  that  they  would  never  leave  this  place  of 
refuge  whilst  tw’o  Brhish  frigates  were  in  the  bay,  directed  Cap'ain 
Ayscough  to  sail  away  to  the  back  of  the  island  of  Capri.  At  day¬ 
light  on  the  morning  of  the  3d  of  May,  the  ‘  Success’ being  out  of 
sight,  and  the  ‘  Spartan’  all  alone  and  very  nearshore,  the  Neapolitan 
squadron,  reinforced  by  eight  gun-boats,  carrying  long  24-pounders, 
stole  from  behind  the  mole-liead,  and  stood  towards  her  in  a  close  line. 
Captain  Bveutun  retired,  in  order  to  entice  the  squadron  farther  out  to 
sea.  The  poor  Neapolitans  set  up  a  shout  and  hoisted  all  sail,  for 
they  thought  he  was  running  away  from  them.  Long  before  their 
gun.s  were  in  range  they  blazed  aw’ay  at  tlie  Englisli  frigate.  The 
‘Spartan’  was  as  silent  as  a  cofRn  until  the  Neapolitan  frigate  was 
within  pistol-shot;  but  then  with  one  broadside  she  strewed  the  decks 
of  the  *  Cerere  ’  with  a  sad  harvest,  killing  and  wounding  so  many 
that  it  quite  passed  their  comprehension.  Captain  Brenton  ran  along 
their  line,  and  cut  off  their  cutter  and  gun-boats  from  the  body  of  the 
squadron.  The  ‘  Cerere  ’  wore,  and  endeavoured  to  renew  her  junc¬ 
tion,  but  was  prevented  by  the  ‘  Spartan,’  who  took  her  station  on  lier 
weather-beam.  A  close  and  hot  contest  ensued,  the  ‘Cerere’  being 
aided  by  ‘  La  Fama’  corvette.  But,  though  they  fought,  the  Neapoli¬ 
tans  kept  their  eyes  upon  the  shore;  and  light  and  variable  winds 
carried  them  ami  their  foe  into  the  bay  of  Pozzuoli,  and  near  to  the 
castle  and  sea-batteries  of  Baia.  The  affair  ended  in  Captain  Bren- 
ton’s  capturing  and  carrying  off  the  brig,  and  in  leaving  the  frigate  and 
the  corvette  much  crippled  under  the  batteries.  He  had  lost  10  killed 
and  19  wounded.  Nearly  all  this  mischief  was  done  by  the  gun¬ 
boats.  Captain  Brenton  himself  received  a  grape-shot  in  the  hip,  and 
was  obliged  to  be  carried  below  before  the  action  was  over.  The  car¬ 
nage  on  board  the  ‘Cerere’  was  very  great,  particularly  amongst 
some  Swiss  troops,  who  were  drawn  in  ranks  from  the  cat-head  to 
tlie  taffrail  in  readiness  for  boarding.  The  corvette,  the  brig,  and  the 
cutter  also  suffered  greatly  in  killed  and  wounded,  for  the  ‘Spartan’ 
had  fired  into  all  of  them  from  a  very  short  distance,  and  in  very 
smootli  water.  Captain  Hrenton’s  number  of  guns  was  46,  of  his  men 
258 ;  the  enemy  had  96  guns,  and,  counting  the  Swiss  troops,  in  all 
1400  men.  As  soon  as  she  had  repaired  her  damages,  or  as  soon  as 
the  wind  served,  the  ‘Spartan’  with  her  prize  in  tow  came  round 
into  the  inner  bay  of  Naple.s,  and  stood  in  triumph  directly  across,  and 
within  fo.nr  miles  of  the  harbour  and  the  mole-head.  If  the  wind  had 
been  as  fresh  a  few  hours  before  he  would  have  captured  the  frigate 
or  the  corvette. — Cnptain  Brenton,  Dispatch,  in  Gazette* 

There  were  many  brilliant  litt'e  enterprises  carried  on  along  these 
shores,  in  the  way  of  boat  and  cutting-out  parlies.  In  more  than  one 
of  these  Captain  George  Hose  Sartorius,  then  lieutenant  of  the  ‘  Suc¬ 
cess’  frigate,  distinguished  himself. 

In  one  of  ourna^al  adventures  we  sustained  a  severe  check  and  a 
very  serious  loss.  In  the  month  of  August,  after  the  reductiou  of  the 
isle  of  Bourbon,  but  before  the  conquest  of  the  Isle  of  France,  four  of 
our  frigates  made  rather  an  inconsiderate  dash  into  Grand  Port,  the 
principal  harbour  of  the  isle  of  France,  wherein  lay  two  of  our  cap¬ 
tured  il  ist  Indiamen,  which  have  been  mentioned  above,  four  French 
frigates,  a  corvette,  and  a  brig,  aide<l  and  protected  by  heavy  land  bat¬ 
teries.  Access  to  the  port  was  very  difficult.  Two  of  our  trigates  ran 
aground  upon  shoals,  not  known  to  the  pilots,  and  were  abandoned 
and  burued  by  their  crews.  Our  third  frig.ite,  the  ‘  Nereide.’  Captain 
Nesbit  Willoughby,  fought  the  enemy  alone  for  more  than  five  hours, 
and  drove  the  whole  of  the  enemy’s  ships  on  shore  in  a  heap.  But 
Captain  Willoughby,  who,  l)eforc  tills  time,  had  been  much  battered 
about,  and  had  received  mure  desperate  wounds  than  any  living  man 
in  the  service,  was  awfully  mangled,  and  had  his  left  eye  torn  out  of 
the  socket  by  a  splinter;  his  first  lieutenant  lay  mortally  and  hi.s  se¬ 
cond  dangerously  wounded,  and  nearly  every  man  of  the  crew  was 
either  killed  or  wounded:  the  ‘  Nereide’s ’  quarter-deck  guns  were 
nearly  all  dismounted.  s«^veral  of  lier  main-deck  guns  were  dismounted 
also,  the  hull  of  the  ship  was  shattered,  she  was  striking  tlie  ground 
astern,  and  the  frigate  whicli  remaimui  alloat,  the  '  Iphigenla,'  could 
not  get  to  her  assistance.  Including  marines  and  some  artillery  of  the 
Mailras  e^tabU.shment,  tlie  ‘  Nereide  ‘  liad  on  board  281  men  :  of  this 
number  about  95  were  killed  and  135  wounded,  lu  this  condition 
Capbiin  Willoughby  struck  to  the  enemy.  By  this  and  some  former 
exploits  on  these  islands  he  contiibutcd* to  tlie  conquest  of  this  very 
ini])orUujt  colony.  The  '  Iphig»>iiia,’  closely  blockaded,  was  taken 
soon  alterwanU.  Thus  w’o  lost,  in  a  single  enterpri/,e,  four  liigates  ; 
but,  through  the  noble  b‘‘haviour  ol  Willoughby,  aiicl  his  officers  and 
crew,  the  defeat  was  more  glorious  than  many  a  viciorv.  and  the  loss  of 
ships  was  scarcely  con-^idered  a  misfortune. — Jamrs,  'Naval  Hint, 
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the  claims  of  a  wife  upon  his  imperial  majesty, 
and  to  see  a  younger  and  more  fitting  bride  put  in 
her  place.  It  is  said  that  Fouche,  the  police 
minister,  w'as  the  first  man  employed  on  this  deli¬ 
cate  task,  and  that  Josephine  treated  the  renegade 
priest  and  jacobin  as  he  merited,  attributing  to 
him  and  other  sans  culolte  revolutionists  like  him, 
the  crime  of  first  putting  it  in  her  husband’s  head 
to  divorce  her  and  marry  an  imperial  princess.  It 
appears,  however,  doubtful  whether  Fouche  or 
Savary  or  any  chief  of  that  department  had  any¬ 
thing  to  do  in  this  business  of  preparation,  and 
whether  it  was  not  Bonaparte  himself  who  first 
opened  the  subject  to  his  wife.  As  soon  as  he 
arrived  from  Vienna,  Josephine  was  observed  to  be 
very  pensive  and  sad.  It  is  said  by  one  who  knew 
the  truth,  if  he  chose  to  tell  it,  that  it  was  on 
Thursday,  the  30th  of  November,  just  after  dinner, 
that  the  emperor,  being  alone  with  Josephine, 
announced  the  whole  of  his  plan,  and  was  much 
affected  at  her  grief,  saying  to  the  courtier  who 
entered  (and  who  narrates  the  story),  that  three 
days  before  this  Josephine  ought  to  have  knowm 
from  her  own  daughter  Flortense  (the  wife  of  Louis 
Bonaparte,  King  of  Holland)  the  cruel  necessity 
of  state  which  condemned  him  to  separate  from 
her,  and  look  for  an  heir  to  his  throne.  According 
to  this  account,  Bonaparte  was  affected  even  to 
tears,  and  Josephine’s  fainting  was  more  than  half 
feigned.  But  we  rather  suspect  the  emperor’s 
prefect  of  the  palace  of  partiality  for  his  master.* 
It  is  pretty  clear,  however,  that  the  widosv  of  the 
Beauharnais  was  a  vain,  frivolous  w-oman,  incapable 
of  any  very  profound  emotions,  and  much  more 
likely  to  be  affected  by  the  loss  of  state  and 
dignity  than  by  any  other  consideration.  When 
her  husband  and  the  prefect  of  the  palace  were 
carrying  her  by  the  shoulders  and  legs  down  stairs 
to  her  private  apartment,  seemingly  in  convul¬ 
sions  and  senseless,  the  prefect  says  that  his  sword 
got  between  his  own  legs  and  nearly  tripped  him 
up ;  that  to  save  himself  from  falling,  he  pressed 
his  burden  rather  closely  (he  being  at  the  lady’s 
head,  and  the  emperor  at  her  heels),  and  that  there¬ 
upon  she  whispered  in  his  ear,  “You  squeeze  me 
too  hard.”  t  He  adds,  that  the  emperor  was  too 
much  agitated  to  observe  this  side-play,  and  that, 
as  soon  as  they  had  laid  her  upon  a  sofa  in  her 
boudoir,  he  sent  for  Corvisart,  the  physician. 
Queen  Hortense,  Camhaceres,  and  Fouche.  On 
the  15th  of  December,  a  fortnight  after  this  scene, 
at  nine  o’clock  in  the  evening,  there  was  a  grand 
consultation — conseil  de  famille — in  the  palace  of 

*  M.  (le  Bausset,  Memoires  Anecilotiques  sur  I’inlerienr  du  Palais. 

I  “  Napoleon  prit  lui-mOme  It-s  tlenx  jambes  de  Josephine  pour 

m'aider  a  descendre  avec  plus  de  nienagement . Mais  dans  le 

moment  on  je  m’embarrassai  dans  mou  epee  an  milieu  du  petit  esca- 
lier,  ie  fus  oblige  de  la  retrer  daviinta^e  pour  eviter  une  chute  qui 
anruU  ete  runesie  aux  octeurs  de  eeite  doulourense  scene,  pareeque  nos 
positions  u’etaieut  pa^  la  suite  d'un  arrangement  calcule  a  loisir.  Je 
tenuis  rimperuliice'daQs  mes  bras,  fjui  eutouraieiit  sataille  ;  son  dos 
etait  appuye  sur  ma  poitrine,  ol  sa  icte  elait  peuchee  sur  mon  4paule 
(Iroite.  Lorsqu’elle  sentit  les  effoits  (pic  je  faisais  pour  m’empecher 
de  loniber,  elle  me  dittuut  bas ;  ‘  Vous  me  senez  trop/arf.’  Je  vis 
alorsqueje  n'avaisreina  craindre  pour  sa  saute,  etqu’elle  n’avait 
ptis  perdu  eonnaissance  un  seul  instant.”  De  Bausset.  Thanks,  0 
Prelect  ot  the  Imperial  Palace,  for  this  truly  theatrio.il  scene 
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the  Tuileries  to  settle  all  about  the  divorce.  It  was 
arranged,  and  so  stated,  that  the  divorce  was  for 
the  good  of  the  empire,  &c.,  and  by  the  mutual 
consent  of  Napoleon  and  Josephine.  The  emperor, 
the  now  to  be  ex-empress,  the  emperor's  mother, 
his  brothers  Jerome  and  Louis,  his  sisters  Caroline 
and  Pauline,  his  brother-in-law  Murat,  Josephine’s 
son  and  daughter  Eugene  and  Hortense,  Jerome’s 
wife,  the  Wiirtemberger  princess,  the  wife  of  Jo¬ 
seph  Bonaparte,  in  short,  all  the  members  of  the 
Bonaparte  family,  except  Elise  (Madame  Bacci- 
ochi),  Lucien,  who  was  in  disgrace,  and  Joseph, 
who  was  in  Spain,  were  assembled ;  and  Camba- 
ceres,  arch-chancellor  of  the  empire,  Duke  of  Par¬ 
ma,  &c.,  and  Regnauld  de  Saint-Jean-d’Angely, 
minister  of  state  for  the  imperial  family,  attended  to 
take  the  depositions,  and  to  draw  up  the  legal  act. 
Napoleon  said  a  few  short  words  about  the  necessity 
of  providing  a  lineal  successor,  and  his  great  grief 
in  parting  with  so  good  a  wife.  Josephine  repeated 
what  had  been  set  down  for  her,  about  her  being 
a  fond  and  devoted  wife,  but  ready  to  make  any 
sacrifice  for  the  happiness  of  France,  even  to  the 
annulling  of  her  marriage  with  the  hero  who  had 
raised  France  to  her  present  glory  and  greatness. 
Cambacdres,  who  had  been  bred  to  the  law,  drew 
up  a  nice  proces-verbal  of  this  divorce  by  mutual 
consent;  and  Regnauld  de  Saint-Jean-d’Angely, 
who  had  been  a  little  provincial  advocate  before 
the  Revolution,  and  who,  in  the  art  of  penmanship, 
bore  a  striking  resemblance  to  Barrere,  penned  an 
act  which  ran  as  smoothly  as  an  academical  dis¬ 
course  or  a  senatorial  address.  All  the  members 
of  the  family  put  their  signatures  to  this  act.  There 
was  nothing  but  signatures  of  kings  and  queens 
and  princesses  and  grand-duchesses,  all  spring¬ 
ing  from  the  once  poor  Corsican  dame  Letitia 
Bonaparte,  born  Ramolini,  who  signed  tout  court 
or  succinctly  Madame,  in  imitation  of  the  for¬ 
mulas  of  the  ancient  monarchy  of  the  Bour¬ 
bons.*  Regnauld  de  Saint-Jean-d’Angdly  (who 
had  fearfully  lengthened  and  aristocralised  his 
name)  was  charged  with  the  delicate  duty  of  pre¬ 
senting  this  act  to  the  senate,  and  to  propose  a 
senatus  consultum  in  conformity.  His  harangue 
dwelt  upon  the  sacrifices  the  emperor  was  making, 
&c.  Strange  to  say,  it  was  seconded  by  Josephine’s 
own  son  Eugene  Beauharnais,  the  viceroy  of  Italy, 
who  never  before  had  taken  a  seat  in  that  assem¬ 
bly,  but  who  was  forced  by  his  step-father  to  appear 
there,  and  praise  him  for  putting  away  his  own 
raother.f  “  Princes  and  senators,”  said  Eugene, 
“  I  feel  myself  under  the  obligation  of  declaring 
the  sentiments  of  my  flimily  in  the  circumstances 
in  which  we  are.  My  mother,  ray  sister,  and  I 
owe  everything  to  the  emperor  !  He  has  been  to 
us  a  true  father ;  and  he  will  always  find  in  us  de¬ 
voted  children  and  submissive  subjects.  It  is  of 

•  Oapefiguc,  Le  Consulat  et  T Empire. 

t  Tliree  short  years  after  t)iU,  when  the  Bonapartnau  dynasties 
were  all  gviini5  to  pieces,  and  when  Murat  thought  he  had  reason  to 
complain  both  of  tlie  Viceroy  of  Italy  and  of  ihe  Emperor  of  trance, 
he  bitterly  rcmiuded  Eugene  Beauharnais  of  this  pertormauce,  on  the 
occasion  of  Iiis  mother’s  divovc*. —  Letter  m  Murat  to  Nap‘il'j:):i 
Bjfiaparte,  in  Coflc'ta,  o  ia  di 
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importance  to  the  happiness  of  France  that  the 
founder  of  this  the  fourth  dynasty  should  grow  old 
in  the  midst  of  a  family  of  direct  descendants,  who 
will  be  a  guarantee  to  all  men,  and  a  pledge  of 
the  glory  of  the  country.  AVhen  my  mother  was 
crowned  before  the  whole  nation  by  the  hands  of 
her  august  spouse,  she  contracted  the  obligation  of 
sacrificing  all  her  affections  to  the  interests  of 
France  :  she  has  fulfilled  with  courage,  nobleness, 
and  dignity  this  first  of  duties!  Her  soul  has  often 
been  tenderly  moved  at  seeing  the  painful  struggles 
in  the  heart  of  a  man  accustomed  to  master  and 
command  fortune,  and  to  march  with  a  firm  step 
to  the  accomplishment  of  all  his  great  designs. 
The  tears  which  this  resolution  has  cost  the  em¬ 
peror  suffice  for  the  glory  of  my  mother.  In  the 
situation  in  which  she  is  going  to  be  placed,  she 
will  not  be  insensible  to  the  happiness  resulting  to 
us  all  from  her  sacrifice :  we  shall  have  her  wishes 
and  prayers,  and  it  Avill  be  with  a  self-satisfaction 
mingled  with  pride  that  she  will  see  the  happiness 
which  her  sacrifices  have  produced  for  her  country 
and  for  her  emperor.”  The  princes  and  senators 
applauded,  as  they  Avere  bound  to  do,  and  voted 
the  senatus  consultum,  which  left  to  Josephine 
her  title  of  Empress-Queen,  an  annual  revenue  of 
2,000,000  of  francs,  and  the  royal  domain  of  Na¬ 
varre  ;  and  when  they  had  done  all  this,  and  had 
heard  another  speech  from  the  lawyer  of  the  long 
name,  they  agreed  to  a  report,  and  to  an  extrava¬ 
gant  address,  to  express  their  gratitude  to  the  im¬ 
mortal  Napoleon  for  the  steps  he  had  taken ;  to 
tell  the  so-called  “  child  and  champion  of  demo¬ 
cracy  ”  that  thirteen  French  sovereigns  before  him 
had  been  obliged  by  their  love  for  their  country 
to  divorce  their  wives ;  that  out  of  these  thirteen 
divorcing  French  monarchs  there  were  four  of  the 
greatest  and  most  beloved  that  the  French  had  ever 
Liown — Charlemagne,  Philip  Augustus,  Louis 
XII.,  and  Henri  IV. — and  to  predict  that  Napo¬ 
leon,  greater  than  all  these,  would  live  to  see  chil¬ 
dren  and  grand- children  of  his  own,  who  would 
perpetuate  his  empire,  and  the  happiness  and  glory 
of  France.*  The  august  senate  also  voted  an  ad¬ 
dress  to  the  Empress  Josephine,  thanking  her  for 
those  great  sacrifices  wliicli  history  would  keep  in 
eternal  memory ;  assuring  her  that  her  heroic  self- 
devotion  was  worthy  of  being  associated  with  the 
immortal  glory  of  the  Emperor  ;  and  that  the  French 
people,  w'ho  had  always  revered  her  virtues  and 
beneficence,  would  eternally  admire  her  sublime 
conduct,  and  render  her  the  lioraage  of  their  grati¬ 
tude,  reverence,  and  love.  Tims  far  was  smooth 
and  easy  work  ;t  but  the  catholic  religion  repudi¬ 
ated  such  divorces  as  these,  and  Bonaparte  had 
pretended  to  re-establish  the  catholic  church,  and  to 
submit,  and  to  force  others  to  submit,  to  its  dogmas. 
No  dispensation  could  now  be  expected  from  the 

*  The  report  of  the  senate  was  drawn  up  by  senator  LacepeJe,  the 
celebrated  naturalist,  author  of  '  Histoire  Naturelle  des  QaadrnpAlej 
ovipares  et  des  Serpents,'  &c.  &c. 

f  Tlie  Conseil  de  Famille  was  held  and  the  Divorce  Act  was  drawn 
no  on  the  niaht  of  tlie  15th  of  December;  llie  Sena. us  Consultum 
w'.is  passed  on  the  I6th ;  and  aU  that  hiuitu-ss  was  liniihcd  in  less  than 
twc:ity-f,.ar  Imurs. 
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despoiled,  imprisoned  Pope,  nor  could  any  pontiff 
have  decently  sanctioned  such  a  breach  of  the 
canons  of  the  Roman  church.  In  the  eyes  of  that 
church  marriage  was  a  sacrament ;  and  the  union 
by  the  civil  process,  by  appearing  before  a  notary 
and  a  justice  of  the  peace,  as  first  introduced  in  the 
days  of  anarchy  and  atheism,  was  no  marriage  at 
all,  but  a  sinful  contract  between  man  and  woman. 
Without  the  assurance  that  Bonaparte  and  Jose¬ 
phine  had  been  married  by  a  priest,  and  according 
to  the  forms  of  the  catholic  church,  Pius  VII.  would 
never  have  consented  to  perform  his  part  in  the 
grand  ceremonial  of  the  coronation  in  Notre  Dame. 
The  difficulty  had  been  got  over  by  a  private  mid¬ 
night  ceremony,  performed  by  the  Emperor’s  ma¬ 
ternal  uncle.  Cardinal  Fesch  ;*  but  now,  to  get  rid  of 
a  greater  difficulty,  it  was  declared  that  there  had 
never  been  any  religious  ceremony,  and  conse¬ 
quently  that  there  was  no  tie  to  break,  except  the 
fragile  and  \inholy  one  of  the  civil  contract.  If  we 
are  not  surprised  that  this  should  satisfy  French 
consciences,  or  be  held  to  be  satisfactory  by  the 
servants  and  partisans  of  Bonaparte,  we  must  still 
feel  astonished  at  its  satisfying  the  consciences  of 
the  Emperor  of  Austria,  his  daughter,  and  the 
rest  of  that  family,  who  were  generally  considered, 
though  not  bigots,  good,  believing,  and  devout  ca¬ 
tholics.  But  the  truth  appears  to  be  that  the  con¬ 
science  of  the  court  of  Vienna  was  entirely  overlaid 
by  its  fears  and  its  worldly  hopes.  Josephine  set 
out  for  Navarre ;  and  Marshal  Berthier  was  ap¬ 
pointed  to  conduct,  or  rather  to  conclude,  the  matri¬ 
monial  negotiations  at  Vienna.  While  Berthier 
was  performing  these  offices,  news  arrived  of  the 
base  and  bloody  execution  of  Andrew  Hofer,  who 
had  perished  in  his  prime,  for  his  patriotism,  and 
his  enthusiastic  attachment  to  the  Emperor  of  Aus¬ 
tria,  who  was  now  bestowing  the  hand  of  his  own 
daughter  on  Bonaparte !  There  might  be  even  at 
Vienna,  and  among  its  great  personages,  some  who 
thought  that  everything  done  by  Bonaparte  was 
well  done,  and  that  the  death  of  Hofer  was  a  com¬ 
mendable  act  of  energy ;  but  we  believe  there  was 
not  a  man  who  doubted  the  fact  that  the  telegraph 
order  which  overruled  the  judgment  of  the  court- 
martial  at  Mantua  proceeded  from  Bonaparte  him¬ 
self.  Marshal  Berthier,  however,  affected  to  lament 
“  this  unlucky  accident,”  and  said,  with  disgusting 
hypocrisy,  that  such  a  transaction  would  be  matter 
of  serious  concern  to  his  master  the  Emperor,  and 
never  would  have  been  permitted  if  his  majesty 
had  been  aware  of  it.  On  the  11th  of  March,  1810, 
Berthier,  acting  as  proxy  for  Bonaparte,  received  in 
the  palace  of  Schonbrunn  the  hand  of  the  Arch¬ 
duchess  Maria  Louisa,  the  fairest  of  the  descen¬ 
dants  of  the  Empress  Maria  Theresa,  and  at  that 
time  little  more  than  eighteen  years  of  age.t  The 
mob  of  Vienna,  usually  so  docile  and  submissive, 
appear  to  have  had  more  nationality  than  the  court, 

•  S(*e  antt*,  p.  139. 

t  Tlif  Arcli.Uiclioss  Atuiia  Louisa,  the  first  cl. ihl  of  the  Emiieror 
Francis  by  his  seconil  marriat;c  w  ith  Maria  Theresa,  daughter  of  Fer¬ 
dinand  IV  King  of  the  Two  Sicilies,  was  born  on  the  Igth  of  ncccm- 
ber,  1791. 
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and  to  have  felt  more  deeply  the  dishonour  of  this 
forced  alliance,  and  the  danger  to  which  the  young 
princess  was  going  to  be  exposed  by  her  union  with 
so  turbulent  and  restless  a  man,  and  her  residence 
in  France,  among  a  people  who  had  so  barbarously 
tortured  and  guillotined  her  own  aunt,  Marie  An¬ 
toinette,  who  had  once  left  Vienna  as  fair  and  as 
innocent  as  her  niece  now  was,  but  far  happier. 
When  Maria  Louisa  drove  away  from  the  home  of 
her  fathers,  attended  by  Berthier,  Madame  Murat, 
the  widow  of  Lannes,  and  the  other  French  people 
appointed  by  Bonaparte,  some  of  the  populace 
cried  aloud  that  she  was  sacrificed  to  political  in¬ 
terests  and  intrigues  ;  that  the  Emperor  Francis 
ought  never  to  have  consented  to  the  sacrifice  of 
his  own  child ;  that  better,  far  better,  would  it 
have  been  to  continue  the  war  than  submit  to  such 
a  humiliation  !  At  one  moment  a  serious  riot  was 
apprehended ;  but  the  police  and  the  troops,  with 
the  rest  of  the  Austrian  machinery,  interfered ; 
some  of  the  poor  orators  were  arrested,  and  the  rest 
of  the  crowd  dispersed.  We  have  described  how 
profoundly  etiquette  and  parade  were  studied  by 
the  vulgar  court  of  the  Tuileries  on  the  occasion  of 
the  coronation  of  Napoleon  and  Josephine.  As 
much  or  more  study  was  now  given  to  the  mode  of 
receiving  in  France,  and  conducting  through  that 
country,  the  young  imperial  bride.  In  his  forced 
philosophical  retirement  at  St.  Helena,  Bonaparte 
affected  to  talk  with  contempt  of  all  distinctions 
of  blood  and  race,  and  of  all  court  etiquette  and 
ceremonies  whatsoever ;  but  so  long  as  he  was 
emperor,  and  so  long  as  his  family  were  kings 
and  queens  and  grand-duchesses,  he  and  all  of  them 
bestowed  the  utmost  attention  upon  these  several 
matters,  and  there  certainly  never  was  in  modern 
Europe  a  more  rigid  and  frigid  etiquette  than  that 
which  was  observed  at  Paris,  under  this  child  and 
champion  of  democracy  and  equality,  and  in  Na¬ 
ples  under  his  sister  Caroline,  the  wife  of  the 
crowned  dragoon  Murat,  who  himself  loved  not  the 
regimen,  but  who  was  obliged  to  submit  to  it.  In 
the  present  instance  it  was  ordered  that  none  of  the 
forms  and  ceremonies  should  be  omitted  which  had 
been  practised  under  the  old  sovereigns  on  similar 
occasions.  But  from  the  restrictions  of  etiquette, 
and  from  every  other  restriction  or  rule  whatso¬ 
ever,  Napoleon  held  himself  personally  exempt : 
all  the  world  was  to  be  slavishly  bound  by  them, 
save  and  except  only  the  great  man  that  was  above 
them  all ;  and  this  made  that  iron  etiquette,  dis¬ 
gusting  in  other  respects  (as  very  frequently  it  was 
from  the  want  of  all  grace  and  dignity  in  the  Hl-bred 
performers),  so  much  the  more  disgusting  and  humi¬ 
liating.  Under  Louis  XIV.  the  court  etiquette  was 
rigid  enough,  but  that  monarch  himself  submitted 
to  its  restrictions.  After  issuing  the  most  elaborate 
instructions,  and  the  most  formal  and  severe  orders, 
about  the  reception  of  his  bride,  Bonaparte  himself 
received  her  not  as  a  sovereign  would  receive  the 
daughter  of  an  emperor,  not  even  as  a  gentleman 
would  receive  a  young  bride,  his  equal  in  rank,  for¬ 
tune,  and  education,  but  as  an  unmannerly  trooper 
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would  receive  a  griselte,  who  was  not  coming  to  be 
his  wife,  but  to  be  his  mistress,  and  the  follower  of 
his  camp  for  a  season.  After  passing  a  night  together 
in  the  old  country  palace  of  Compiegne,  Napoleon 
and  Maria  Louisa  came  to  St.  Cloud,  on  the  1st  of 
April,  to  be  married  ecclesiastically.*  It  was  every 
way  a  mockery  to  have  that  ceremony  at  all,  but  it 
was  regulated  and  ordered  that  the  religious  part  of 
the  performance  should  give  precedence  to  the  civil 
and  lay  part.  Arch-chancellor  Cambaceres,  who 
had  been  a  Jacobin,  a  Conventionist,  a  member  of 
the  bloody  committee  of  Salut  Public,  who  had  voted 
on  the  trial  of  Louis  XVI.,  and  on  the  more  hor¬ 
rible  trial  of  Marie  Antoinette,  read  to  the  niece  of 
that  murdered  queen  the  civil  Act  of  the  marriage  ! 
This  Act,  in  sixteen  long  pages,  still  exists  in  the 
French  Chamber  of  Peers.  Then  followed  the  reli¬ 
gious  part  of  the  celebration,  which  was  declared 
by  the  Parisian  critics  who  saw  it  to  be  a  downright 
failure,  and  a  very  poor  spectacle.  The  salaried 
clergy  of  Bonaparte  seemed  almost  ashamed  of  the 
sceiie,  and  of  the  part  they  were  taking  in  what  was 
neither  more  nor  less  than  an  act  of  bigamy;  very 
few  of  the  cardinals  or  the  prelates  would  attend  it. 
It  is  said  that  there  were  only  two  cardinals  present, 
and  that  the  Corsican  Emperor,  fixing  his  eyes  on 
the  vacant  space  which  ought  to  have  been  filled  by 
those  princes  of  the  church,  muttered  spitefully, 

“  The  fools !  the  fouls !  they  brave  and  insult  me 
still !” 

This  marriage  was  scarcely  more  popular  in 
France  than  it  was  in  Austria.  There  was  a  great 
party  that  still  loathed  the  name  of  hereditary 
monarchy,  and  that  thought  it  monstrous  that  a 
child  of  the  revolution  should  ally  himself  with  the 
old  established  “  corporation  of  tyrants  the  men 
of  the  revolution  saw  in  Maria  Louisa  another 
Marie  Antoinette;  the  ex-couventionists  could  not 
forget  that  the  same  blood  flowed  in  her  veins,  nor 
could  they  believe  but  that  she  must  inherit  the 
resentments  or  be  eager  to  avenge  the  wrongs  done 
to  her  aunt ;  the  people  regarded  her  with  a  super¬ 
stitious  fear,  it  being  an  old  popular  belief  in 
France  that  Austrian  marriages  were  always  un¬ 
lucky,  that  the  princesses  of  Austria  had  always 
brought  misfortune  upon  France.  A  very  sinister 
accident  confirmed  the  popular  superstition.  In 
May,  1770,  a  grand  e.xliibition  of  fireworks,  &c. 
was  given  at  Paris  to  commemorate  the  marriage 
of  Louis  and  Marie  Antoinette  :  through  some 
carelessness  or  mismanagement  several  hundred 
persons  lost  their  lives ;  and  this  incident  was 
perpetually  referred  to,  when  the  revolutionary 
movements  began.  In  July,  1810,  Prince 
Schwartzenberg,  the  Austrian  ambassador  at  Paris, 
gave  a  grand  ball  and  fete,  in  commemoration  of 
the  marriage  of  Napoleon  and  Maria  Louisa,  who 
were  both  present  at  it;  a  fire  broke  out  in  the 

•  For  a  striking,  and,  as  we  believe,  a  perfectly  true  account  of  the 
first  meeting  of  Itonaparte  with  Maria  Louisa,  on  a  rainy  day  and  on 
the  muddy  high  road  between  Soissons  and  Compiegne,  and  of  what 
passed  in  the  chateau  of  Compiegne,  see  Caprjigue,  Le  Consulut  et 
1,' Empire.  From  more  private  sources  of  information  we  know  that 
the  most  revolting  part  of  those  details  is  perfectly  true. 


ball-room  ;  the  hostess,  the  Princess  Schwartzen¬ 
berg,  a  young  and  handsome  woman,  lost  her  life, 
several  other  persons  were  killed,  and  a  great 
many  more  were  seriously  injured.  Others  saw  in 
the  young  bride  a  foreigner  and  an  enemjq  who 
would  assuredly  betray  both  the  emperor  and  the 
country.*  After  the  fact  and  its  consequences,  the 
French  universally  admitted  that  the  marriage  was 
a  capital  fault.  “  Napoleon,”  says  the  best  of  their 
republican  historians,  “  quitted  his  position  and 
jiart  as  a  parvenu  and  revolutionary  monarch,  who 
had  been  acting  in  Europe  against  the  ancient 
courts  as  the  republic  had  acted  against  the  ancient 
governments;  he  placed  himselt  in  a  bad  situation 
with  respect  to  Austria,  which  he  ought  to  have 
crushed  after  his  victory  ofWagram,  or  to  have 
re-established  in  her  possessions  after  his  marriage 
w'ith  the  archduchess.  Solid  alliances  repose  only 
upon  real  interests,  and  Napoleon  could  deprive 
the  cabinet  of  Vienna  neither  of  the  will  nor  the 
power  to  fight  him  again.  This  marriage  changed 
also  the  character  of  his  empire,  and  separated  it 
still  more  from  the  popular  feelings  and  interests; 
for  he  now  sought  after  the  old  French  families  to 
decorate  his  court,  and  he  did  all  that  he  could  in 
order  to  mix  and  unite  together  the  ancient  noblesse 
and  his  new  noblesse,  even  as  he  had  mixed  royal 
dynasties.”'}’  It  has  been  fancied  that  Eugene  Beau- 
harnais,  Joseph,  Louis,  and  Jerome  Bonaparte, 
Murat,  and  half  of  the  marshals  of  the  empire,  were, 
for  selfish  reasons,  dissatisfied  with  the  divorce  from 
Josephine,  and  themarriage  with  a  young  bride  likely 

to  bring  Bonaparte  children.  Eugene  was  his  son 
by  adoption,  and  had  hoped  some  day  to  obtain  for 
himself  and  his  own  lineal  descendants  the  kingdom 
of  Italy  ;  in  the  so-called  constitution  of  the  em¬ 
pire  all  Bonaparte’s  brothers  (with  the  exception 
of  Lucien)  were  placed,  with  their  children,  in 
regular  order  of  succession  to  the  empire;  Murat’s 
children  were  the  emperor’s  nephews  and  nieces, 
and  therefore  not  remote  ;  and,  as  for  those  adven¬ 
turers  and  fortunate  soldiers,  the  marshals,  who 
had  all  seen  how  their  present  master  had  obtained 
a  throne,  and  made  an  empire,  and  carved  cut 
kingdoms,  they  were  supposed  to  dream  ot  events 
and  jjartitions  such  as  occurred  on  the  death  of 
Alexander  the  Great. 

A  few  weeks  after  the  marriage,  Bonaparte,  who 
had  made  the  same  journey  with  Josephine  shortly 
after  his  coronation,  set  out  with  Maria  Louisa  to 

*  Hlstoire  Parlemmtalre,  vol.  xxxix. 

The  writer  adJs  that  these  fears  were  not  confined  to  a  few  men, 
but  that  it  was  a  ('eneral  and  yniblic  opinion,  as  can  be  testified  by 
those  wlio  lived  in  France  at  that  epoch. 

+  Miguet,  Hist,  de  la  Revolution.  A  certain  number  of  the  old 
noblesse,  attracted  by  the  character  and  dignity  of  tlie  new  empress, 
moved  by  their  poverty,  and  follow  ing  the  example  of  the  w  itty  and 
loose-principled  Count  Louis  de  Narboniie  (formerly  tlie  idol  of  Ma¬ 
dame  de  Stael),  now  joined  the  court  and  put  on  Bonaparte's  livery  as 
chamberlains,  dames  d’atours,  &c.  The  Faubourg  St  Oeimain  was 
somewh.at  thinned  of  its  frondeurs ;  the  Mnrtemarts.  the  Montraoren- 
cis,  the  Brignolles,  the  Perigords,  the  Contades,  the  Saint-Aulaires, 
and  others  of  ancient  name  who  had  in  paU  composed  the  court  of 
Louis  XVI.  and  Marie  Antoinette,  re-appeared  in  the  Tuileries  as  tlie 
salaried  courtiers  and  household  of  the  emperor  and  empress.  But, 
except  tlieir  ancient  names,  these  individuals  had  lidle  to  boast  of; 
they  had  lost  all  political  weight  or  character,  and,  though  they  might 
improve  the  manners  of  the  court,  they  could  not  bring  to  Bonaparte 
the  slightest  accession  of  strength. 
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visit  the  northern  provinces  of  France,  Belgium, 
and  Holland.  While  at  Flushing  he  decided  that 
the  islands  of  Walcheren,  South  Beveland,  North 
Beveland,  Schouwen,  Duiveland,  Tholen,  &c. 
should  be  for  ever  annexed  to  the  French  empire, 
and  formed  into  a  new  department  under  the  name 
of  “  Department  of  the  Mouths  of  the  Scheldt.” 
He  then  returned  by  Brussels,  Lille,  Dunkerque, 
Dieppe,  and  Rouen  to  Paris,  where  he  arrived  on 
the  1st  of  June.  In  the  preceding  autumn  some 
negotiations  had  been  set  on  foot  by  a  Frenchman, 
a  private  individual,  for  a  general  cartel  or  ex¬ 
change  of  prisoners  between  England  and  France; 
but  through  the  disproportionate  demands  of  the 
French  government  these  negotiations  had  ended 
in  nothing.  During  Bonaparte’s  absence  in  Hol¬ 
land,  Foucht5,  his  Duke  of  Otranto  and  minister  of 
police,  had  taken  it  upon  himself  to  open  an  in¬ 
direct  private  correspondence  with  Sir  Francis 
Baring,  in  the  view  of  obtaining  a  peace  with 
Great  Britain.  He  sentOuvrard,  a  banker,  stock¬ 
jobber,  and  contractor  of  Paris,  to  Amsterdam, 
and  there  Ouvrard  was  said  to  have  put  himself 
in  communication  with  Sir  Francis  Baring,  who, 
at  that  time,  had  the  principal  hand  in  our  govern¬ 
ment  loans.  Fouche  proposed  as  the  basis  of  ne¬ 
gotiations,  the  undisturbed  empire  of  the  continent 
of  Europe  to  France,  without  colonies  and  without 
a  navy  ;  and  to  England  the  undisturbed  empire 
of  the  seas,  with  all  the  colonies  in  the  Eastern  and 
Western  hemispheres.  Nothing  is  more  certain 
than  that  no  English  cabinet  could  ever  have  en¬ 
tertained  such  a  proposition ;  but  it  is  said  by  the 
French  that  Fouche  never  doubted  of  success,  but 
hoped  to  be  able  very  soon  to  present  to  his  master 
the  basis  of  a  treaty  which  could  not  be  refused. 
It  was  thought  that  this  police-minister  and  terrible 
ex-Jacobin  believed  he  should  thus  secure  a  solid 
favour,  and  cause  the  new  court  to  forget  the  part 
he  had  taken  in  the  worst  acts  and  crimes  of  the 
revolution.  But  Ouvrard,  it  is  said,  betrayed  his 
employer,  and  Bonaparte  was  incensed  at  Fouche’s 
presuming  to  take  the  initiative  in  such  a  grand 
matter  as  a  negotiation  with  England.  On  his 
return  to  Paris  he  dismissed  Fouche  from  his  all- 
important  office,  and  seized  Ouvrard’s  papers  :  but 
in  order  to  dissemble  with  the  public,  or  perplex 
them  as  to  the  motives  of  the  lluke  of  Otranto’s 
sudden  removal,  he  named  that  renegade  priest 
governor  of  Rome.  Savary,  now  Duke  of  Rovigo, 
was  installed  in  the  ministry  of  police  on  the  3rd 
of  June.  But  a  few  days  afterwards  the  nomina¬ 
tion  of  the  governorship  of  Rome  w’as  revoked,  and 
Fouchd  was  told  that  he  must  quit  Paris  and  retire 
to  and  live  quietly  in  his  country-house.  Many 
other  causes  are,  however,  stated  for  Fouche’s 
sudden  disgrace.  Murat  afterwards  said,  and  with 
much  apparent  truth,  that  it  was  the  constant  prac¬ 
tice  of  his  brother-in-law  to  sacrifice  to  his  sus¬ 
picions,  one  after  the  other,  all  the  men  who  had 
been  most  faithful  to  him  and  had  done  him  most 
service ;  that  thus  Talleyrand  was  made  to  give 
place  to  Champagny,  and  Fouche  to  Savarv.  Be¬ 
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sides,  the  young  empress  and  the  newly  constituted 
imperial  court  could  scarcely  see  wdthout  horror  a 
man  whose  dark  history  was  so  universally  known 
as  that  of  Fouchd.  The  police-minister,  moreover, 
had,  within  the  two  preceding  years,  had  various 
altercations  with  his  emperor,  both  as  to  home  and 
as  to  foreign  policy  or  war ;  and  in  his  gloomier 
moments  this  minister  of  police  had  been  heard  to 
mutter  that  Bonaparte  was  strangling  the  revolu¬ 
tionary  principles  which  had  given  France  the 
spirit  and  strength  to  w'ork  such  miracles,  and  that 
he  was  producing  a  crossed  and  bastardised  system 
which  could  not  possibly  last.  Through  some 
sympathy  or  some  calculation  Fouche  had  also  of 
late  testified  a  high  regard  for  the  repudiated 
Josephine.  All  this  was  enough  to  account  for 
his  removal  without  any  reference  to  Ouvrard’s 
proceedings  at  Amsterdam,  or  to  another  incident 
which  is  confidently  stated  as  a  fact  in  a  French 
work  unusually  accurate.*  This  M'ork  asserts  that 
he  was  dismissed  and  replaced  by  Savary  for  having 
secretly  informed  Lucien  Bonaparte,  who  was  then 
residing  in  Italy,  that  his  brother  the  emperor  in¬ 
tended  to  arrest  him — in  consequence  of  which 
information  Lucien  fled  with  his  family  from  the 
Continent,  and  eventually  came  over  to  England. 
The  emperor,  who  had  now  annexed  such  a  large 
part  of  Holland  to  France,  had  long  been  carrying 
on  angry  discussions  with  his  brother  Louis,  the 
nominal  king  of  that  country.  He  had  told  Louis, 
in  the  act  of  naming  him  to  that  new  throne,  that 
he  must  remain  a  Frenchman,  and  devoted  to  the 
interests  of  the  French  empire;  but  Louis,  the 
most  amiable,  the  mildest  and  the  best  of  his 
family,  conceived  an  affection  for  the  people  he 
was  sent  to  govern  ;  he  felt  really  anxious  for  the 
welfare  and  prosperity  of  his  Dutch  subjects,  who 
were  almost  entirely  dependent  upon  commerce, 
and  therefore  he  never  enforced  very  strictly  the 
Continental  system  against  English  commerce. 
Furious  and  dreadful  were  the  rebukes  he  had 
received  from  his  imperious  brother,  who  told  him 
that  he  had  become  a  mere  Dutchman,  that  he 
Avas  sacrificing  the  interests  of  France,  that  he  w'as 
opposing  the  ruin  of  Great  Britain,  that  grand 
desideratum  without  which  his  empire  could  have 
no  stability,  and  that,  in  short,  he  was  forgetting 
who  had  made  him  a  king  and  for  what  he  had 
been  made  a  king.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Dutch, 
already  impoverished  and  in  good  part  ruined  by 
the  loss  of  their  rich  colonies  and  shipping,  and  by 
the  stoppage  of  trade,  implored  Louis  to  relax  still 
more  the  Continental  system,  and  permit  or  wink 
at  a  greater  importation  of  British  merchandise 
and  a  more  free  commercial  intercourse  with  other 
parts  of  the  world.  Louis  was  not  made  to  struggle 
with  such  trying  difficulties  ;  he  was  too  weak  to 
resist  Napoleon’s  will,  but  he  was  too  conscientious 
to  submit  to  it.  About  the  time  that  his  brother 
returned  from  Vienna,  Louis  repaired  to  Paris  to 
attempt  to  moderate  and  conciliate ;  but  he  was 
met  only  by  fresh  reproaches  and  taunts  of  ingra- 

•  Biographic  Modernc,  ou  Galerie  Uislori(i»ie. 
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titude.  Thereupon  he  declared  that,  unless  a  peace 
were  concluded  with  Great  Britain,*  or  some  im¬ 
portant  modification  of  the  Continental  system 
allowed  in  Holland,  he  would  no  longer  wear  that 
crown,  which  he  found  he  could  not  wear  without 
being  a  means  of  completing  the  ruin  of  a  good, 
interesting,  and  industrious  people.  It  was  in 
order  to  make  himself  sure  of  the  navigation 
of  the  Scheldt,  which  Louis  and  the  Dutch 
wished  to  remain  free,  that  the  emperor  had 
annexed  the  Zealand  Islands  to  France  in  the 
month  of  April.  After  this  annexation  there  w'as, 
in  fact,  no  kingdom  of  Holland,  and  it  could  not 
therefore  have  cost  Louis  much  to  resign  his 
crown.  But  when  Louis  returned  into  Holland 
he  found  a  strong  party  sincerely  attached  to  him, 
who  recommended  a  bold  countenance  and  a  firm 
resistance.  He  was  closely  followed  by  the  French 
general  Oudinot,  who  took  possession  of  Utrecht 
on  the  29th  of  June,  and  demanded  entrance  into 
the  once  great  trading  city  of  Amsterdam.  At 
first  there  was  some  talk  of  laying  the  whole 
country  under  water,  and  of  fighting  for  its  inde¬ 
pendence  ;  but  Louis  and  his  Dutch  ministers  and 
generals  soon  felt  the  struggle  to  be  hopeless. 
Louis  next  thought  of  emigrating  with  his  family 
to  the  Eastern  colony  of  Batavia,  which  still  re¬ 
mained  in  possession  of  the  Dutch,  but  which, 
together  with  the  whole  of  the  island  of  Java,  was 
taken  from  them,  or  from  the  French,  in  the  sum¬ 
mer  of  1811.  At  last,  Louis  came  to  the  deter¬ 
mination  of  resigning  his  crown  in  favour  of  his 
infant  son  Napoleon  Louis.  On  the  1st  of  July 
he  signed  an  act  of  abdication  and  a  proclamation 
to  the  Dutch  people ;  on  the  third  he  put  these 
documents  into  the  hands  of  his  ministers,  re¬ 
questing  that  they  might  be  laid  before  the  Dutch 
legislative  body,  and  then  he  fled  with  his  children 
into  Bohemia  to  seek  an  asylum  in  the  dominions 
of  the  Emperor  of  Austria.  To  all  this  audacity 
Napoleon  replied  by  a  decree,  dated  July  9th,  the 
first  article  of  which  was — “  Holland  is  re-united 
to  France!”  Oudinot  took  possession  of  Amster¬ 
dam,  which  was  now  declared  to  be  the  third  city 
of  the  empire ;  in  a  few  months  the  French  ad¬ 
ministration  was  fully  established,  and  the  whole 
country  was  divided  into  departments  of  the  em¬ 
pire.  Bonaparte’s  ministers  thought  it  an  easy 
task  to  justify  these  measures  in  the  eyes  of  the 
French;  and  for  the  rest  of  the  world  they  cared 
nothing.  One  minister,  in  his  report,  said  :  “  Hol¬ 
land  is  in  reality  a  continuation  of  France;  it  may 
be  defined  as  being  formed  out  of  the  alluvia  of 
the  Rhine,  the  Meuse,  and  the  Scheldt,  which  are 
the  great  arteries  of  our  empire.”  Talleyrand’s 
successor,  in  his  report,  said  :  “  Holland  is  nothing 
but  an  emanation  of  the  French  empire.  In  order 
to  possess  the  Rhine  fully,  your  imperial  majesty 

•  It  is  said  that  Louis  had  been  attempting  to  open  separate  nego¬ 
tiations  with  the  Hritish  cabinet  before  this  time,  and  that  afterwards 
— at  the  very  moment  of  the  Fouche  Out  rard  manoeuvre— he  had  sent 
or  had  consente<i  to  the  sending  over  of  an  Amsterdam  merchant  to 
London  to  confer  with  the  Marquess  Wellesley,  or  witli  some  friends  of 
our  minister  for  foreign  affairs,  and  that  this  last  step  made  Napoleon 
view  in  a  more  serious  light  the  condtict  of  his  police-minister. 
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must  extend  your  territory  to  the  Zuyder  Zee  1” 
This  minister  for  foreign  affairs  said  also  that  the 
Continental  blockade  had  existed  everywhere 
except  in  Holland ;  that  the  Dutch  under  King 
Louis  had  been  constantly  receiving  English  mer¬ 
chandise,  and  that  twice  France  had  been  com¬ 
pelled  to  close  her  custom-houses  and  prohibit  all 
trade  with  the  Dutch  for  fear  of  seeing  the  city  of 
Paris  itself  inundated  with  English  goods!*  But 
Bonaparte  was  not  satisfied  with  the  line  of  the 
Zuyder  Zee  as  recommended  by  his  ministers ;  he 
determined  to  make  his  empire  reach  still  farther, 
and  before  the  year  ended — by  a  senatus  consultum 
dated  the  13th  of  December,  1810 — Friesland, 
Oldenburg,  Bremen,  all  the  line  of  coast  to  Ham¬ 
burg,  with  all  the  country  between  Hamburg  and 
Lubeck,  w-ere  annexed  to  the  French  empire  like 
Holland.  Ten  additional  departments  were  thus 
constituted,  and  the  last  blow  was  struck  at  the 
independence  of  those  ancient  trading  republics,  the 
Hanse  towns.  “  Bonaparte’s  passsion  for  territorial 
aggrandisement,”  says  his  old  schoolfellow,  Bour- 
rienne,  “  knew  no  bounds,  and  the  turn  of  the 
Hanse  towns  had  now  arrived.  By  taking  posses¬ 
sion  of  those  towns  and  territories  he  merely  ac¬ 
complished  a  design  which  he  had  formed  long 
previously.”  The  ])lan,  however,  was  concealed 
with  the  usual  art  until  the  last  moment.  Bour- 
rienne,  who  had  been  residing  three  or  four  years 
at  Hamburg  as  Bonaparte’s  political  agent  to  the 
Hanse  towns,  received  no  official  information  of 
the  dark  design.  On  the  8th  of  December  he 
received  a  letter  from  Champagny  stating  in  flat¬ 
tering  terms  that  he  must  have  obtained,  from  his 
long  residence,  information  respecting  Hamburg 
and  the  north  of  Germany  which  would  be  very 
useful  to  the  public  interest,  and  that  the  emperor 
wished  to  see  him  immediately  at  Paris,  in  order 
to  consult  with  him  upon  various  matters  relating 
to  Hamburg.  Bourrienne,  who  had  known  the 
great  emperor,  the  insatiable  devourer  of  states  and 
kingdoms,  when  he  had  scarcely  a  shirt  to  his 
back  or  a  sous  in  his  pocket,  began  his  journey  on 
the  9th,  and  on  reaching  Mayence  he  met  the 
French  courier,  who  was  proceeding  to  Hamburg 
to  announce  the  union  of  the  Hanse  towns  with 
the  French  empire!  “I  confess,”  adds  the  mor¬ 
tified  diplomatist,  “  that,  notwithstanding  the  ex¬ 
perience  1  had  acquired  of  Bonaparte’s  duplicity, 
or  rather  of  the  infinite  multiplicity  of  his  artifices, 
he  completely  took  me  by  surprise  on  this  occa¬ 
sion. ”t 

The  French  empire  now  in  reality  extended 
from  the  frontiers  of  Denmark  to  the  frontiers  of 
Naples,  while  Naples  itself  was  only  a  dependency 
and  an  appanage  in  the  hands  of  Murat  and  Caro¬ 
line  Bonaparte.  This  vast  empire  consisted  of 
130  departments,  and  contained  42,000,000  of 
people.  Besides  this,  Napoleon  held  under  his 
sway  the  kingdom  of  Italy  with  5,000,000  or 

»  Rapports  de  M.  le  Comte  Montalivet,  ministre  de  I’intcrieur,  et 
de  M.  Champagny,  ministre  des  relations  exterieures. 

f  Bourrienne,  Memoires. 
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6,000,000  of  inhabitants,  and  Bologna  and  Rome, 
the  other  legations,  and  the  marches  of  Ancona, 
which  had  been  torn  from  the  pope ;  the  Illyrian 
provinces,  including  Dalmatia,  Carniola,  a  part  of 
Croatia,  &c. ;  Jerome’s  kingdom  of  Westphalia, 
and  Murat’s  grand  duchy  of  Berg,  belonged  much 
more  to  him  who  had  given  them  than  to  those  who 
had  received  them  ;  and  the  troops  and  resources 
of  the  princes  of  the  confederation  of  the  Rhine,  of 
the  king  of  Wurtemberg,  the  king  of  Bavaria,  the 
king  of  Saxony,  were  at  his  disposal  or  under  his 
control.  He  had  also  under  his  'protection  the 
Helvetic  Confederation,  or  all  the  once  free  re¬ 
publics  and  cantons  of  Switzerland  ;  and  this  con¬ 
federation,  like  that  of  the  Rhine,  was  bound  to 
furnish  him  with  troops  and  to  follow  his  policy. 
Prussia,  humbled  and  dismembered,  lay  at  his 
mere}'.  In  all  it  was  calculated  that  he  gave  the 
law  to  more  than  80,000,000  of  people.  So  great 
a  part  of  Europe  had  certainly  never  been  subject 
to  the  will  of  one  man  since  the  fall  of  the 
Roman  empire.  The  fact  seemed  incredible  ;  but, 
nevertheless,  so  it  was  :  the  Emperor  Francis  was 
his  father-in-law,  and  Austria  was  his  submis¬ 
sive  ally.  Russia  was  keeping  up  a  friendly  inter¬ 
course  with  him ;  Denmark,  if  not  so  devoted  to 
his  interests  as  she  had  been,  retained  her  old 
animosity  against  Great  Britain ;  and  in  Sweden, 
by  a  succession  of  court  revolutions  and  state  in¬ 
trigues,  Marshal  Bernadotte  had  been  elected 
crown  prince,  and,  Avith  the  throne  in  succession, 
was  already  exercising  all  the  authority  of  a  king, 
and  a  great  deal  more  than  any  native  Swedish 
monarch  had  been  possessed  of  since  the  days  of 
Charles  XII.  To  brave  this  mighty  power  and  to 
continue  the  war,  which,  with  the  intermission  of 
a  few  months,  had  already  lasted  eighteen  years, 
England  had  no  other  allies  than  Portugal,  Spain, 
Sicily,  and  Sardinia.  Spain  seemed  bleeding  to 
death,  deaf  to  the  councils  which  would  have 
stanched  her  wounds  and  renovated  her  strength  ; 
Sicily  was  only  kept  from  the  grasp  of  the  enemy 
by  the  presence  of  a  British  army,  paid  and  sup¬ 
plied  by  the  British  government,  and  the  court  of 
Ferdinand  IV.  must  have  been  starved  out  of  that 
island  but  for  our  subsidies.  The  king  of  Sardinia 
was  also  living  on  English  money,  and  was  constantly 
requiring  the  protection  of  English  ships,  without 
being  able  to  furnish  a  single  regiment  or  anything 
else  except  good  wishes  to  his  ally.  Our  best  ally 
Avas  Portugal,  for  she  furnished  men  that  Avere 
becoming  excellent  troops ;  but  England  was 
obliged  to  pay  for  those  troops  as  well  as  for  her 
own  army,  which  was  fighting  for  the  liberation  of 
the  country.  The  close  of  the  year  1810  was  con¬ 
sidered  as  the  period  of  Bonaparte’s  greatest  poAver 
and  splendour,  as  the  apogee  of  his  lucky  and  bright 
star.  Yet  those  Avho  looked  more  attentively  saw 
that  mists  and  clouds  Avere  gathering  on  all  sides ; 
that  he  had  built  up  his  tower  too  high,  too  hastily, 
and  Avith  materials  too  incohesive,  to  stand.  Those 
Avho  kncAV  the  strong  personal  antipathies  which 
existed  between  Bernadotte  and  Napoleon,  and 
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the  frequent  and  violent  quarrels  which  were 
breaking  out  between  Napoleon  and  Murat,  saw 
already  that  the  existence  of  a  French-born  king 
in  Sweden  Avould  not  add  to  the  power  of  France 
in  the  north,  and  that  events  might  arise  Avhich 
Avould  detach  Naples  in  the  south.  A  little  sooner 
or  later  Russia  was  sure  to  resent  the  usurpations 
of  France  in  the  north  of  Germany  and  on  the 
Baltic ;  and  the  family  alliance  Avith  Austria,  coir- 
tracted  by  force,  a  record  of  disgrace,  a  thing 
which  did  violence  to  all  national  feeling,  must 
some  day  be  found  as  weak  as  a  gossamer,  as 
worthless  as  dicers’  oaths.  But  what  most  encou¬ 
raged  the  hopes  of  those  who  longed  and  sighed 
for  the  subversion  of  the  Bonapartean  system,  Avas 
the  certainty  derived  from  the  knowledge  of  the 
character  and  temper  of  Bonaparte  himself  and  of 
the  French  people,  that  attempts  Avould  soon  be 
made  to  give  a  still  greater  elevation  to  the  already 
tottering  tower  ;  that  aggressions  Avould  be  made 
upon  the  great  and  adroit  power  of  the  North, 
whose  strength  Avas  unbroken  and  whose  arms 
were  undisgraced,  and  that  these  aggressions  must 
ultimately  produce  not  merely  a  coalition  of  kings, 
as  former  leagues  of  that  sort  had  been,  but  a 
coalition  of  peoples,  a  rising  and  a  union  of  nations. 
When  the  downfall  and  the  day  of  reckoning  ar¬ 
rived,  the  Emperor  of  the  West  and  his  subjects 
exchanged  accusations  and  reproaches,  the  French 
saying  that  Bonaparte  would  never  rest,  and  Bona¬ 
parte  saying  that  with  such  a  people  and  with  such 
an  immense  army  it  was  impossible  to  rest.  Be¬ 
tween  the  two,  and  in  the  nature  of  the  system, 
the  impossibility  certainly  existed.  The  system 
itself  was  like  a  drunken  man  who  can  keej)  his 
feet  so  long  as  lie  runs,  but  who  falls  when  he 
attempts  to  stop. 

Events  had  occurred  in  England  from  which 
greater  political  changes  Avere  expected  than  ever 
resulted  from  them.  By  the  non-attendance  of 
George  HI.  at  the  opening  and  closing  of  the  ses¬ 
sion  of  parliament,  and  by  other  indications,  it  had 
long  been  suspected  that  the  king  Avas  suffering 
under  his  old  distressing  malady.  In  the  autumn 
of  the  preceding  year,  1809,  Avhen  his  majesty  en¬ 
tered  upon  the  fiftieth  year  of  his  reign,  it  Avas 
determined  to  celebrate  the  anniversary  as  a  Grand 
National  Jubilee.  The  government,  under  Mr. 
Perceval,  took  the  lead,  but  the  call  Avas  eagerly  and 
unanimously  responded  to  by  the  municipalities  of 
the  kingdom,  and  by  other  public  bodies  and 
societies  ;  and  the  great  mass  of  the  population 
hailed  the  25th  of  October  Avith  every  possible 
demonstration  of  loyalty,  attachment,  and  respect. 
It  was  truly  a  national  festival,  and  a  gay  and 
beautiful  one,  for  that  October  month  Avas  more 
than  usually  fine  and  bright.  The  jubilee  was  ob¬ 
served  as  a  holiday  in  every  city,  town,  village,  and 
hamlet;  there  Avas  illumination  and  joy  throughout 
the  land  ;  but  the  joy  did  not  reach  the  interior  of 
the  old  monarch’s  palace,  but  grief  Avas  there,  and 
sickness,  and  the  aj)prehension  of  death,  and  of 
Avhat  Avas  Averse  than  death.  The  king’s  mind  had 
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been  over-wrought  and  over-excited  by  the  Austrian 
war,  which  had  then  finished  so  disastrously,  and 
by  the  Walcheren  expedition,  w'hich  was  then  ter¬ 
minating  in  such  failure,  and,  as  it  w'as  thought,  in 
such  disgrace.  The  nomination  of  the  Earl  of 
Chatham  to  that  command  had  been  completely  a 
court  nomination;  and  George  III.  is  said  to  have 
reproached  himself  now  for  yielding  to  his  own  and 
the  queen’s  partialities  in  favour  of  an  amiable  man 
who  had  proved  himself  to  be  unfit  for  the  com¬ 
mand.  To  an  eye  predisposed  to  despondence  the 
whole  aspect  of  affairs  abroad  was  gloomy  enough. 
Other  causes  of  distress  and  agitation  of  a  more  pri¬ 
vate  and  domestic  nature  existed  at  the  time  of  the 
jubilee,  or  were  superadded  shortly  afterwards 
(materials  of  which  the  spirit  of  faction  caught 
hold,  and  turned  to  atrocious  uses) ;  but  the  grief 
of  griefs  in  the  bosom  of  the  old  king  was  the  de¬ 
clining  health  of  his  youngest  child,  his  darling 
daughter,  the  Princess  Amelia,  who  had  long  been 
in  a  very  precarious  state.  The  king  himself  had 
long  been  suffering  under  a  disorder  of  the  eyes, 
and  was  now  well-nigh  blind.  In  the  summer  of 
1810,  the  Princess  Amelia  was  removed  to  Wind¬ 
sor,  in  a  state  of  great  suffering.  Her  fond  father 
visited  her  every  day.  When  she  felt  that  her  end 
was  approaching,  the  princess  ordered  a  ring  to  be 
made,  enclosing  a  lock  of  her  hair,  with  her  name 
on  the  inside,  and  the  words  “  Remember  me 
when  I  am  gone.”  The  mournful  token  was  made 
and  delivered.  The  next  day  when  the  king  came 
to  her  bedside,  and,  darkling,  held  out  his  hand  to 
her,  the  princess  put  the  ring  on  his  finger  silently. 
He  felt  the  ring,  he  understood  all  that  it  imported, 
he  controlled  his  agony ;  but,  when  he  had  quitted 
that  chamber  of  death,  his  intellect  was  found  to 
be  quite  overset.  This  was  on  the  20th  or  21st  of 
October,  1810.  The  Princess  Amelia  lingered  till 
the  2nd  of  November ;  but,  though  she  missed  her 
father’s  daily  visit,  she  knew  not  the  sad  condition 
into  which  her  fatal  present  had  thrown  him.  On 
the  25th  of  October,  the  anniversary  of  the  king’s 
accession  to  the  throne,  it  was  publicly  announced 
that  his  majesty  was  again  attacked  by  the  mental 
malady  under  which  he  had  before  laboured.  Par¬ 
liament  had  stood  ^rorogned,  pro  forma,  till  the 
1st  of  November,  without  any  intention  of  its  meet¬ 
ing  then  for  the  dispatch  of  business.  An  order  of 
council  had  been  prepared,  directing  that  it  should 
be  further  prorogued,  and  authorizing  the  chancel¬ 
lor  to  issue  a  commission,  under  the  great  seal,  for 
this  further  prorogation ;  but  the  state  of  the  king, 
and  his  inability  to  sign  the  commission,  prevented 
the  completion  of  this  order,  and  both  Houses 
therefore  met  on  the  1st  of  November,  under  these 
singular  circumstances,  not  being  summoned  for 
the  dispatch  of  business,  and  being  left  to  form  a 
course  of  proceeding  for  themselves,  without  having 
any  precedent  to  guide  them.  The  physicians 
confidently  stated  their  expectations  that  his  ma¬ 
jesty  would  soon  recover ;  and  ministers  upon  this 
ground  moved  an  adjournment  for  a  fortnight, 
which  was  agreed  to,  in  thin  Houses,  without  a 
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dissentient  voice.  At  the  fortnight’s  end  the 
physicians  remained  in  the  same  opinion ;  one 
of  them  declared  that  he  perceived  the  same 
symptoms  which  had  convinced  him  two-and- 
twenty  years  before  that  the  king  was  recovering. 
A  second  adjournment  for  a  fortnight  was  moved 
by  ministers.  Lord  Grenville  said  he  should  pre¬ 
fer  a  shorter  adjournment,  to  be  followed  by  other 
adjournments,  from  time  to  time,  if  the  state  of  the 
king  should  render  it  necessary ;  adding,  however, 
that  he  would  rather  err  on  the  side  of  forbearance, 
delicacy,  and  delay,  than  on  that  of  precipitation, 
and  that  therefore,  and  for  the  sake  of  unanimity, 
he  would  assent  to  the  ministerial  motion.  Earl 
Grey  assented  also,  but  he  expressed  serious  doubts 
of  the  propriety  of  the  proceeding ;  and  he  bade 
the  peers  reflect  that,  as  there  could  not  be  the 
same  prospect  of  a  full  and  entire  recovery  as  in 
1788,  they  were  bound  not  to  shut  their  eyes  to  the 
calculation  of  probability,  and  the  actual  state  and 
condition  of  the  country.  In  the  Commons  the 
opposition  were  much  less  decorous.  Whitbread, 
Sir  Francis  Bur dett,. Tierney,  Lord  Archibald  Ha¬ 
milton,  and  others,  said  that  they  had  no  evidence 
before  them,  except  the  ipse  dixit  of  the  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer ;  that  the  constitution  was  sus¬ 
pended  ;  that  the  public  business  could  not  go  on 
without  the  king,  or  the  real  executive  government ; 
that  the  country  would  fall  into  a  state  of  anarchy,  and 
was  already  in  a  state  of  great  danger.  Mr.  Fuller, 
one  of  the  Sussex  members — “  honest  Jack  Fuller” 
— asked  where'was  this  danger  ?  since  the  enemy 
could  not  get  a  ship  to  sea,  nor  could  their  troops 
beat  Lord  Wellington  in  the  peninsula.  The  ad¬ 
journment  was  carried  by  343  against  58.  After 
the  second  fortnight  had  elapsed,  ministers  laid  be¬ 
fore  parliament  a  report  of  the  privy  council,  con¬ 
taining  the  examination  of  the  king’s  physicians, 
who  all  still  declared  their  conviction  that  it  was 
probable  that  his  majesty  would  recover.*  In  the 
Lords  the  Earl  of  Liverpool  then  moved  for  the 
delay  of  another  fortnight.  Earl  Spencer,  in  oppo¬ 
sition  to  this,  moved  that  a  select  committee  should 
be  appointed  to  examine  the  physicians ;  and  he 
was  strongly  supported  by  Lord  Holland,  Lord 
Grenville,  and  others.  Lord  Grenville  said  that 
the  proposal  for  further  adjournment  was  dero¬ 
gatory  to  the  dignity  of  parliament,  hostile  to 
the  best  interests  of  the  crown,  repugnant  to 
every  principle  of  the  constitution  ;  that  the 
House  was  not  yet  in  possession  of  any  fact 
which  they  could  constitutionally  recognize  ;  that, 
as  for  the  report  of  the  privy  council,  it  signified 
nothing,  since  it  must  have  been  convened  without 
the  sanction,  the  summons,  or  even  knowledge  of 
the  king,  who  alone  was  entitled  to  summon  it ; 
that  if  such  courses  as  these  were  allowed  to  be  pur¬ 
sued  the  monarchy  would  become  not  a  republic, 
but  the  most  odious  and  detestable  form  of  aristo¬ 
cracy.  On  a  division.  Lord  Spencer’s  amend- 

•“  Our  beloved  old  king,  the  physicians  decl.are,  is  recoveringu 
.and  they  liave  scarcely  a  doubt  of  his  \)eing  even  speedily  well,  if  liis 
restoration  be  not  retarded  by  some  of  the  circtimstances  which  if  he 
were  not  a  king  he  would  not  esperience.”— /ri/tcr/ercc,  Diary. 
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ment  was  negatived  by  88  against  56 ;  two  of  the 
king’s  sons,  the  Dukes  of  York  and  Cambridge, 
voting  with  the  ministry,  and  two,  the  Dukes  of 
Clarence  and  Sussex,  with  the  opposition.  In  the 
House  of  Commons  the  debate  was  again  much 
more  violent.  Whitbread  spoke  of  the  king’s  reco¬ 
very  as  an  impossibility,  and  of  his  blindness  as  an 
absolute  disqualification.  Several  members  re¬ 
peated  the  arguments,  and  almost  the  very  words, 
which  the  whigs  had  used  in  1788,  in  calling  for 
the  immediate  appointment  of  the  Prince  of  Wales 
as  regent ;  but  it  was  noticeable  that  Sheridan,  and 
some  other  members  of  that  party,  who  had  been  so 
hotly  impatient  then,  were  cold  and  cautious  now. 
They  showed  no  alacrit}',  because  they  entertained 
no  hope.  The  great  champion  for  the  instant  regency 
was  General  Montague  Matthew,  who  said  that,  as 
the  third  estate  was  wanting,  and  as  the  House 
could  have  no  confidence  in  the  assertions  of  minis¬ 
ters,  he  would  vote  not  only  against  the  adjourn¬ 
ment,  but  for  the  immediate  appointment  of  the 
Prince  of  Wales  as  regent,  with  full  regal  power. 
That  excellent  prince,  he  said,  had  the  voice  of  his 
country,  which  well  knew  that  no  one  existed  so 
able  and  likely  to  reconcile  all  jars,  especially  in 
Ireland,  which  looked  to  him  with  confidence  to 
heal  the  injuries  she  had  received  from  the  mal¬ 
administration  of  the  faction  which  was  now  ruling. 
It  was  a  source  of  happiness  to  him,  and  to  the 
country,  to  know  that  they  had  so  wise  and  expe¬ 
rienced  a  prince  to  supply  the  defect  that  had 
arisen.  He  therefore  recommended  the  House  to 
withdraw  the  power  as  speedily  as  possible  from 
ministers,  and  appoint  the  Prince  of  Wales  to  the 
regency  for  which  he  was  destined  by  the  Almighty ! 
Mr.  Yorke,  the  present  head  of  the  admiralty, 
spoke  as  if  a  change  of  ministers  and  of  measures 
must  follow  the  nomination  of  the  regent.  “If,” 
said  he,  “  there  are  inconveniences  in  our  present 
proceedings,  there  are  also  inconveniences  on  the 
other  side.  What  if  the  regent  were  to  be  advised 
to  change  the  whole  system  of  our  foreign  policy, 
to  withdraw  our  army  from  the  peninsula,  and  refuse 
all  further  support  to  Spain  and  Portugal?  Such  a 
case  was  possible,  and  would  that  be  no  inconve¬ 
nience  ?”  Mr.  Ponsonby  moved  for  a  committee 
to  examine  the  king’s  physicians  ;  but  this  was 
negatived  by  230  against  137,  and  the  House  once 
more  adjourned  for  a  fortnight.  On  the  15th  of 
December,  when  parliament  met  again,  ministers 
said  that,  though  a  considerable  degree  of  amend  • 
ment  had  taken  ])lace,  and  the  same  confident  ex¬ 
pectations  of  his  majesty’s  ultimate  recovery  were 
still  entertained  by  his  physicians,  yet  the  immediate 
state  of  his  health  was  not  such  as  could  warrant 
them  to  propose  another  adjournment.*  With  the 
concurrence  of  ministers  committees  were  therefore 
appointed  in  both  Houses  to  examine  the  physi¬ 
cians.  On  the  l7th  the  committees  made  their 

*  “  Docemlipr  9.  Tliu  kin!,'  KettiiiK  better,  but  witli  occasional  re¬ 
lapses.  I'ercevnl  said  on  Tluirsd.ay,  tluit  be  was  as  well  then  as  when 
Tliurlow  declared  him  w  ell,  and  .sealed  the  commission  in  17S9.  I 
believe  it.  1, remember  that  it  was  then  said  in  private  that  the  kinL' 
was  not  (prite  well.” — JVUhcrforce,  Diar;/, 
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reports,  which  were  ordered  to  be  printed.*  Ac¬ 
cording  to  the  reports  the  physicians  re -affirmed 
their  hopes  of  a  recovery.  But  Mr.  Perceval  moved 
that  on  Thursday  next,  the  20th  instant,  the  House 
should  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  to  take  into 
consideration  the  state  of  the  .nation ;  his  intention, 
he  said,  being  to  submit  then  to  the  committee  three 
preliminary  resolutions  similar  to  those  which  had 
been  moved  and  carried  by  Mr.  Pitt  in  1788.  On 
the  20th,  the  House  being  in  committee,  the  chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  exchequer  presented  his  three  resolu¬ 
tions,  which  were  precisely  the  same  as  those  which 
Pitt  had  laid  down,  in  opposition  to  the  scheme  of 
Fox  and  his  friends. f  The  first  resolution,  setting 
forth  the  king’s  present  incapacity,  was  agreed  to ; 
the  second,  declaring  the  competency  of  the  two 
Houses  of  Parliament  to  supply  the  deficiency  of 
the  executive  power,  was  carried,  with  the  single 
dissentient  voice  of  Sir  Francis  Burdett,  who  said 
it  was  perfectly  impossible  for  him  to  concur  in  any 
resolution  which  called  such  a  parliament  as  the 
present,  “  the  Lords  spiritual  and  temporal  and 
Commons  of  the  United  Kingdom,  lawfully,  fully, 
and  freely  representing  all  the  estates  of  the  people 
of  this  realm.”  The  third  resolution,  which  pro¬ 
posed  to  proceed  to  the  appointment  of  the  regent 
by  bill,  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Ponsonby,  who  moved 
an  amendment  to  the  effect  that  the  proceeding 
should  not  be  by  bill,  but  by  address.  [In  other 
words,  Mr.  Ponsonby  would  have  proceeded  as  the 
Irish  parliament  had  done  in  1788,  and  have  called 
upon  the  Prince  of  Wales  by  address  to  assume  the 
regency  as  his  hereditary  and  indisputable  right ; 
which  was  the  doctrine  held  by  Fox  and  all  the 
whigs  of  that  day.]|  The  amendment  was  rejected, 
and  the  original  resolution  carried  by  269  against 
157.  The  same  three  resolutions  were  carried  in 
the  House  of  Lords  by  100  against  74.  All  the 
royal  dukes  voted  in  the  minority,  and  joined  with 
many  other  peers  in  a  strong  protest  against  the  li¬ 
mitations  put  upon  the  power  of  the  regent.  Pre¬ 
viously  to  this  protest  the  royal  dukes  had  had  re¬ 
course  to  the  singular  measure  of  protesting  against 
the  intended  restrictions  in  a  letter  addressed  to  Mr. 
Perceval.§  On  both  sides  there  was  a  total  want 

*  Sir  Samuel  Homilly,  however,  says,  iu  speaking  of  the  report  of 
the  committee  of  the  Commons,  "  The  whole  of  the  evidence  which 
the  physicians  gave  does  not,  however,  appear  in  the  report.  Several 
of  the  (juestions  and  answers  were  expunged  by  the  committee  before 
they  made  their  report.  Some  of  the  most  important  facts  so  suppressed 
arc,  that  the  caus(!  of  the  king's  insanity  in  1801  was  the  resigna¬ 
tion  of  Mr.  Pitt;  and  the  cause  of  his  insanity  in  1804,  the  publication 
of  the  correspondence  between  the  Prince  of  Wales  and  the  Duke  of 
York.” — Diary  of  I’arlumcntary  Jafe,  in  Memoir  by  his  Suns. 

f  For  Pitt's  resolutions,  and  Fox’s  scheme  of  regency,  w  ith  the  de- 
b.ates  thereon,  see  .ante,  vol.  ii.  p.  286. 

I  See  ante,  vol,  ii.  pp.  2H3  to  301. 

§  The  protest  was  iu  these  words : 

.  “  Wednesday  night,  12  o'clock,  Decemlicr  19th. 

“  Sir — The  Prince  of  Wiiles  having  assembled  the  whole  of  the  male 
br.anches  of  the  royal  family,  and  having  communicated  to  us  the 
plan  intended  to  be  proposed^by  his  majesty's  confidential  servants  to 
t  be  Lords  and  Commons  for  the  establishment  of  a  restricted  regnicy , 
should  the  continuance  of  his  majesty’s  ever-to-be-deplored  iljness 
render  it  necessary ;  we  feel  it  a  duty  wo  owe  to  his  majesty,  to  our 
country,  and  to  ourselves,  to  enter  our  solemn  protest  against  mea¬ 
sures  we  consider  as  perfectly  unconstitutional,  as  they  are  contrary 
to,  and  subversive  of,  the  principles  which  seated  our  family  hikiu  the 
throne  of  this  realm.” 

To  this  protest  of  the  royal  dukes,  which  met  with  almost  univereal 
disapprobation,  as  being  an  attempt  ou  their  part  to  form  themselves 
into  a  college  of,  princes,  Perceval  had  replied,  for  himself  and  his 
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of  novelty  in  the  arguments  used ;  and  perhaps,  after 
the  numerous  and  elaborate  debates  of  1788-9,  it 
was  nofeasy  for  either  party  to  hit  either  upon  new 
arguments  or  new  illustrations.  It  was,  however, 
to  be  remarked  that  the  question  of  the  Prince 
of  Wales’s  right  to  the  regency  which  had  been 
so  vehemently  supported  by  Fox,  was  scarcely 
urged  at  all  by  any  member  of  the  present  op¬ 
position  ;  and  it  did  not  behove  ministers  to  agi¬ 
tate  that  question,  the  right  having  been  so  de¬ 
cidedly  negatived  in  1788.  Sir  Francis  Burdett 
and  some  others  complained  of  the  restrictions 
put  upon  the  exercise  of  the  prerogative  in  the 
hands  of  the  regent ;  but  they  did  not  maintain 
that,  by  the  mere  fact  of  the  incapacityof  the  king, 
the  Prince  of  Wales,  or  heir  to  the  throne,  became 
regent  without  any  vote  or  authority  of  parliament. 
Sir  Francis  said  that  Pitt’s  regency  bill  of  1788 
was  an  act  passed  by  a  powerful  faction  against 
his  royal  highness  the  Prince  of  Wales;  that  it 
was  an  act  w’hich  never  should  have  had  his  sanc¬ 
tion  ;  an  act  which  put  the  prince  into  leading- 
strings,  threw  him  back  into  the  stage  of  infancy, 
and  made  him  a  sort  of  constructive  lunatic.  He 
supposed  that  the  same  course  was  now  to  be  pur¬ 
sued  by  a  part  of  the  same  faction  which  had 
heaped  indignity  after  indignity  upon  his  royal 
highness  !  It  was  also  noticeable  that  the  Radical 
reformers  and  the  remnant  of  the  Foxite,  or,  as 
Burke  called  them,  the  new  Whig  party,  were  far 
more  eager  for  increasing  the  powers  of  the  regent 
than  was  any  other  section  or  party  in  the  House. 

On  the  30th  of  December,  Mr.  Perceval  proposed 
the  same  limitations  and  restrictions  on  the  powers 
of  the  regent  as  were  passed  in  1788.  They  were 
contained  in  five  resolutions.  The  first  was  carried 
in  a  full  House  by  a  majority  of  only  24.  The 
resolution  restricting  for  a  time  the  prerogative  of  the 
regent  respecting  the  granting  of  peerages  w'as  car¬ 
ried  by  a  majority  of  only  IG.  The  third  resolution, 
limiting  the  power  of  granting  offices  in  reversion, 
salaries,  pensions,  &c.,  was  carried  by  a  majority 
of  only  19.  The  fourth  resolution,  for  securing 
the  king’s  private  property,  was  agreed  to  without 
a  division ;  and  the  fifth,  relating  to  the  care  of  his 
majesty’s  person,  was  postponed  till  the  next  day. 

A.D.  1811.  There  was  no  time  for  keeping 
Christmas  holidays.  On  the  1st  of  January,  an 
amendment  to  the  fifth  resolution,  tending  to  dimi¬ 
nish  to  a  trifling  amount  the  expenses  of  the  king’s 
household,  and  to  curtail  the  authority  of  the  queen 

colleagues  in  administration, — “  That,  deeply  as  they  lamented  that 
the  measure  which  they  liad  thought  thcmselvo.s  bound  to  propose 
should  appear  to  their  royal  highnesses  to  deserve  a  character  so  di¬ 
rectly  contrary  to  that  which  it  liad  been  llieir  anxious  endeavour 
should  belong  to  it,  they  must  still,  however,  have  the  consolation  of 
rcflectiug,  that  the  principles  upon  which  they  had  acted  obtained  the 
e.\press  and  concurrent  support  of  the  two  Houses  of  parliament  in 
tlie  years  1788  and  1789 ;  that  those  Houses  of  ])arUament  had  the  higli 
satisfaction  of  receiving,  by  the  command  of  his  majesty,  after  his  ma- 
je.'-ty’s  recovery,  his  warmest  acknowledgments  for  the  additional  proofs 
they  had  given  of  their  affectionate  attachment  to  his  person,  and  of 
their  zealous  concern  for  the  honour  and  interests  of  his  crown,  and 
llie  security  and  good*  government  of  his  dominions;  and  that  the 
uninterrupted  confidence  which  his  majesty  was  pleased  to  repose,  for 
a  long  series  of  years,  in  the  persons  who  proposed  the  measures  which 
were  groundetl  on  those  principles  cutitletl  his  majesty's  servants,  in 
their  judgment,  still  farther  to  conclude  tiiat  those  principles  and 
measures  liad  the  sanction  of  his  royal  approbation.’’ 


over  that  household,  was  carried  against  ministers 
by  226  against  213,  Lord  Castlereagh  speaking  in 
favour  of  it.  On  the  next  day  Perceval  divided  the 
House  upon  an  amendment  of  his  own,  which  went 
to  restore  the  fifth  resolution  to  its  original  state, 
hut  he  was  outvoted  by  three  voices — 217  to  214. 
When  these  five  resolutions  were  communicated  to 
the  House  of  Lords,  the  Earl  of  Liverpool  strongly 
objected  to  the  fifth  as  it  now  stood  altered.  All 
he  asked  was,  that  the  disposition  of  the  household 
should  be  allowed  to  remain  for  twelve  months  with 
the  queen.  He  was  willing  to  agree  that  none  of 
the  great  officers  should  be  removed  by  the  queen 
during  that  time:  in  this  way  her  majesty  would 
he  placed  out  of  the  reach  of  the  imputation  of 
making  any  improper  use  of  her  influence.  But, 
after  some  discussion.  Lord  Liverpool’s  motion  was 
negatived  by  100  against  97 ;  and  so  the  fifth  clause 
was  agreed  to  as  it  came  up  from  the  Commons. 
Lord  Lansdowne  and  Lord  Grenville  thought  it 
hard,  unjust,  and  illiberal,  that  the  regent  should 
be  restricted  from  granting  peerages  to  any  persons 
except  such  as  might  perform  some  signal  military 
or  naval  exploit ;  and  an  amendment  moved  by  Lord 
Lansdowne,  for  allowing  the  regent  to  bestow  the 
peerage  upon  deserving  civilians,  lawyers,  &c.,  was 
carried  by  a  majority  of  three  (105  to  102),  and 
was  accordingly  introduced  into  the  second  resolu¬ 
tion.  The  third  and  fourth  resolutions,  as  sent  up 
by  the  Commons,  were  agreed  to  without  a  division. 
The  Commons  readily  agreed  to  the  alteration  made 
in  the  second  resolution,  which  was  the  only  altera¬ 
tion  the  Lords  did  make.  By  the  act  founded 
upon  these  resolutions,  it  was  provided  that  the 
restrictions  upon  the  royal  authority  as  exercised 
by  the  regent  should  continue  till  the  1st  of  Fe¬ 
bruary,  1812,  if  parliament  should  he  then  as¬ 
sembled,  and  should  have  been  sitting  for  six 
weeks  previously  ;  otherwise,  till  the  expiration  of 
six  weeks  from  the  assembling  of  parliament  after 
that  day. 

A  deputation  from  both  Houses  waited  on  the 
prince-regent  and  the  queen,  to  acquaint  them  with 
the  resolutions  which  had  been  passed.  The  queen, 
who  was  in  a  manner  entrusted  with  the  sole  charge 
of  her  unhappy  husband,  promised  her  most  earnest 
attention  to  the  anxious  and  momentous  charge, 
and  spoke  as  if  she  were  satisfied  with  the  confi¬ 
dence  reposed  in  her,  and  Avith  all  the  arrange¬ 
ments  made  by  parliament.  But  the  Prince  of 
Wales  plainly  told  the  deputation,  that,  though  he 
did  not  hesitate  to  accept  the  office  proposed  to  him, 
he  could  not  hut  consider  that  its  powers  were  to 
be  exercised  under  too  many  restrictions  and  limi¬ 
tations.  On  the  11th  of  January  the  answers  of 
the  Prince  of  Wales  and  the  queen  were  reported 
to  parliament.  Then  Lord  Liverpool,  in  the  Ijords, 
moved  a  resolution  for  putting  the  great  seal  to  a 
commission  for  opening  the  parliament  under  the 
regent.  Earl  Grey,  Avho  had  absented  himsedf 
during  all  the  previous  important  proceedings, 
protested  against  them  in  very  strong  language, 
accusing  ministers  of  flagrant  usurpation,  and  of 
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grossly  violating  tlie  constitution.  The  ministers’ 
resolution  passed  the  Lords  by  51  against  33.  It 
was  afterwards  agreed  to  by  the  Commons ;  and 
then  the  Houses  adjourned  until  the  15th  of  Ja¬ 
nuary,  when  the  session  was  to  be  opened  for  the 
dispatch  of  business  under  the  regency  by  the 
commission  thus  appointed. 

The  most  extensive  changes  were  pretty  gene¬ 
rally  expected  to  ensue  immediately,  the  restoration 
of  the  Whigs  to  power  being  considered  as  a  neces¬ 
sary  consequence  of  the  prince’s  old  friendships  or 
connexions  with  that  party.  It  was  reported  most 
confidently  on  the  14th  of  January  that  the  prince 
intended  to  make  a  sweep  as  soon  as  possible ;  and 
Wilberforce  observes  in  his  ‘  Diary’  that  he  could 
not  see  how  the  prince  could  do  ot  Wwise.  In  the 
Whig  clubs  and  political  circles  a  list  of  the  new 
ministry  was  circulated  :  but  this  list  was  certainly 
not  drawn  up  by  the  heads  of  the  party,  who  alone 
knew  the  real  state  of  the  case  ;  and  the  list  itself 
seems  to  have  varied  considerably  in  the  course 
of  a  very  few  days.  At  first  Lord  Grenville  was 
unhesitatingly  set  down  as  premier  and  first  lord 
of  the  treasury  ;  but  there  were  difficulties  in  the 
way  of  this  arrangement  (diSiculties  which  will  be 
presently  alluded  to) ;  and  then,  without  regard  to 
that  other  obstacle  or  serious  doubt  whether  Gren¬ 
ville  would  accept  a  secondary  post  under  Grey, 
it  was  as  confidently  given  out  that  Earl  Grey  would 
be  premier.  Grenville  according  to  this  version 
was  to  be  secretary  for  foreign  affairs ;  Lord  Hol¬ 
land,  first  lord  of  the  Admiralty ;  the  Marquess  of 
Lansdowne,  formerly  Lord  Henry  Petty,  and  chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  exchequer  to  the  All  Talents  adminis¬ 
tration,  was  to  be  lord-lieutenant  of  Ireland,  in 
which  country  he  had  large  estates;  Mr.  Ponsonby, 
who  for  some  time  had  been  considered  as  the 
leader  of  the  Whig  opposition  in  the  Commons, 
was  to  be  one  of  the  secretaries  of  state ;  and 
Whitbread  was  to  be  the  third,  although  no  one 
who  knew  the  two  men  could  believe  that  Grenville 
and  Whitbread  could  long  agree,  for  on  the  vital 
questions  of  war  and  peace  and  foreign  policy,  as 
on  every  other  important  point  but  one,  they  dif¬ 
fered  in  toto.  Lord  Erskine  was  to  be,  not  chan¬ 
cellor,  as  he  had  been  in  the  All  Talents  ministry, 
but  speaker  of  the  House,  of  Lords  ;  and  the  great 
seal  was  to  be  put  in  commission.  Piggott  and 
Romilly  were  to  have  their  former  offices  of  attor¬ 
ney  and  solicitor  general.  Even  the  minor  places 
were  all  provided  for.  Mr.  Brougham  was  to  be 
secretary  of  the  admiralty,  in  lieu  of  Mr.  John 
IVilson  Croker ;  and  Mr.  Francis  Horner,  a  new 
luminary  of  the  party,  and  their  great  financial 
theorist,  was  to  be  secretary  of  the  treasury. 
All  this,  however,  was  but  the  rumour  of  a  day; 
other  lists  were  made  out  by  the  quidnuncs  ;  and 
by  the  end  of  a  week  the  best  informed  began  to 
doubt  whether  either  Grenville  or  Grey  woiiid  be 
premier— whether  there  would  or  coiild  be  any 
Whig  ministry  at  all,  AYith  some  this  doubt  ex¬ 
tended  far  into  the  future;  but  with  others  the. 
hope  obtained  th;it,  though  the  Whig  party  should 
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not  get  into  power  just  now,  their  accession  to 
office  could  not  be  delayed  very  long,  and  that  the 
most  the  prince-regent  would  consent  or  submit  to 
would  be  the  temporary  exclusion  of  his  friends. 
This  hope  was  cherished  in  some,  though  not,  as 
we  believe,  in  the  heads  of  the  party,  who  must 
have  known  the  formidable  difficulties  that  existed, 
by  a  correspondence  which  took  place  at  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  February  between  the  Prince  of  Wales  and 
Mr.  Perceval,  in  which  the  prince  declared  “  that 
the  irresistible  impulse  of  filial  duty  and  affection 
to  his  beloved  and  afflicted  father,”  and  his  dread 
that  any  act  of  the  regent  might  interfere  with  the 
progress  of  his  recovery,  alone  induced  him  to  re¬ 
tain  the  present  cabinet.  His  royal  highness  also 
complained  indirectly  of  the  restrictions  which  the 
minister  had  thought  fit  to  put  upon  the  powers  of 
the  regency.*  Mr.  Perceval,  in  his  reply,  defended 
the  line  of  conduct  which  he  and  his  colleagues  had 
pursued ;  and,  as  in  other  matters  of  a  personal 
nature  the  premier  on  former  occasions  had  opposed 
the  wfishes  of  the  prince,  and  had  never  (not  even 
now,  when  he  was  confirmed  in  his  high  office) 
betrayed  any  symptoms  of  a  timid,  a  submissive, 
or  compromising  spirit,  it  w’as  judged  by  those  who 
pretended  to  be  good  judges  of  human  nature,  that 
he  must  be  excessively  odious  to  the  regent,  and 
that  this  odium  must  render  his  long  continuing 
in  office  impossible.  They  neglected  to  observe 
that,  though  Perceval’s  steady  and  decided  conduct 
might  have  given  offence  to  the  prince,  it  had  gained 
for  him  many  friends  both  in  parliament  and  in 
the  country,  and  had  warmed  the  attachment  and 
zeal  of  the  disciples,  friends,  and  admirers  of  Pitt, 
who  indisputably  continued  to  form  by  far  the 
strongest  party  in  the  nation — a  party  which  in  fact 
could  be  overthrown  or  committed  only  by  a  com¬ 
promise  and  a  coalition  with  their  political  adver¬ 
saries.  This  last  was  an  event  not  likely  to  occur; 
for,  if  the  Pittites,  or  Tories,  had  been  disposed  to 
try  the  always  dangerous  experiment  (which  they 
were  determined  not  to  try,  and  which,  being  con¬ 
scious  of  their  own  unaided  superiority  of  strength, 
they  felt  that  there  was  no  necessity  for  them  to 

*  The  prince's  letter  was  to  this  effect 

“  Carlton-lioiiso,  Feb.  4,  1811. 

The  Prince  of  Wales  considers  the  moment  to  be  arrived  which 
calls  for  his  decision  with  respect  to  the  persons  to  be  employed  by 
him  in  the  administration  of  the  executive  government  of  the  country, 
according  to  tlie  powers  vested  in  him  l)y  the  bill  passeil  by  the  two 
Houses  of  parliament,  and  now  on  the  point  of  receiNiuj^^  the  sanction 
of  the  «,H-eat  seal. 

“  The  prince  feels  it  incumbent  upon  him,  at  this  preci.se  juncture, 
to  communicate  to  Mr.  Perceval  his  intiuition  not  to  remove  from  tlieir 
btations  those  whom  he  finds  there  as  his  majesty’s  ollicial  servants. 
At  the  same  time  the  prince  owes  it  to  the  truth  and  sincerity  of  cha¬ 
racter  which  lie  trusts  will  appear  in  every  action  of  his  life,  in  what* 
ever  situation  placed,  oxi*licitly  to  declare  that  the  irresistible  impulse 
of  lili.d  duty  and  affection  to  his  1h*1oV(mI  and  aniicted  father  leads  liiui 
to  dread  that  ant/  act  of  the  reji;ent  might,  in  the  smallest  degree,  hare  the 
elfect  of  interfering  ivith  the  progress  of  his  sorcreAgn's  rexorery. 

“  This  consideration  alone  dictates  the  decision  now  communicated 
to  Mr.  Perceval. 

“  liaviui'  thus  performed  an  act  of  indispensable  duty,  from  a  just 
sense  of  what  is  due  to  his  own  consistency  and  lumour.  the  prince 
lias  only  to  add,  that,  amou^'  the  many  blessimjs  to  be  ilcrivcd  from 
his  majesty's  restoration  to  luailth,  and  to  the  personal  exerci-e  of  his 
royal  functions,  it  will  not,  in  the  prince’s  estimation,  be  the  least, 
that  tliat  most  fortunate  event  will  at  once  rescue  him  from  a  situaiion 
of  unexampled  (‘mbarrasAmeut,  and  put  an  end  to  a  state  of  affairs 
ill  calenlaied,  he  fears,  to  siist.iin  the  int«*rcsts  of  the  Unitecl  Kin;'doiii 
in  this  awful  and  perilous  crisis,  and  mo.'it  dillicult  to  be  reconcileii  to 
the  genuine  principles  of  the  llritUh  constitution.” 
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try),  they  would  have  encounrered  a  capital  impe¬ 
diment  at  least  from  Earl  Grey,  if  not  from  the 
entire  Whig  phalanx,  who  had  not  yet  recovered 
from  [the  sad  and  dishonouring  effects  of  Fox’s 
coalition  with  Lord  North.  Even  those  not  friendly 
to  him  acknowledged  the  ability,  spirit,  integrity, 
and  imperturbable  calmness  and  good  humour 
which  Perceval  had  displayed  through  all  the  con¬ 
duct  of  this  most  difficult  and  trying  business.  It 
was  said  that  the  regent  might  be  offended  at  the 
minister,  but  that  he  could  not  but  feel  an  increase 
of  respect  for  the  man.  The  reasons  assigned  by 
the  prince,  in  his  letter  to  Perceval,  for  continuing 
the  government  as  he  found  it  established  were  no 
doubt  strong  and  true  motives,  although  they  cer¬ 
tainly  were  not  alt  the  motives  by  which  his  royal 
highness  was  actuated.  One  of  the  king’s  physi¬ 
cians  represented  to  the  prince  the  likelihood  of 
his  majesty’s  recovery ;  told  him  that  his  father  fre¬ 
quently  made  the  most  anxious  inquiries  about  him ; 
and,  affirming  that  a  change  of  ministers  would, 
in  all  probability,  as  soon  as  it  was  communicated 
to  the  king,  produce  such  an  exacerbation  as  might 
put  an  end  to  his  life,  he  very  strongly  impressed 
upon  his  royal  highness  the  reflection  that  he  might 
come  to  be  considered  as  guilty  of  parricide.  The 
queen,  too,  wrote  a  letter  to  her  son,  saying  that 
the  king  had  been  informed  of  all  that  had 
passed  during  his  illness,  and  was  in  the  highest 
degree  gratified  by  the  manner  in  which  the  prince 
had  conducted  himself.*  All  this  has  been  set 
down  by  the  Whigs  as  a  mere  intrigue,  carried 
on  with  great  art,  in  order  to  determine  the  regent 
not  to  make  any  ministerial  change ;  but,  as  it  is 
not  easy  to  set  limits  to  the  uncertainties  of  the 
medical  science  in  its  most  difficult  department, 
or  to  the  fond  hopes  of  an  affectionate  wife,  the 
conversation  and  the  letter  may  very  well  be  ac¬ 
counted  for  without  believing  hi  any  intrigue 
whatever ;  and  the  physician  and  the  queen  may, 
in  perfect  truth  and  sincerity — as  they  understood 
the  matter — have  addressed  the  regent  in  the 
manner  they  did ;  nor  could  the  prince  have  en¬ 
tertained  any  doubt  of  the  effect  which  would  be 
produced  upon  his  father  by  any  entire  and  sudden 
change  in  the  administration,  nor  can  the  physician 
be  accused  of  much  exaggeration  in  affirming  that 
the  appointment  of  a  Grey  or  a  Grenville  cabinet 
would  have  been  a  death-blow  to  the  poor  blind 
old  king,  who  had,  and  who  for  some  months  con¬ 
tinued  to  have,  lucid  intervals,  during  which  he 
eagerly  inquired  into  the  condition  of  the  govern¬ 
ment,  and  into  the  state  and  progress  of  the  w'ar, 
of  the  final  result  of  which  he  had  never,  in  his 
better  days,  doubted,  provided  only  the  disciples 
of  Fox,  who  had  all  along  declared  the  war  to  be 
unnecessary  and  unjust,  were  not  forced  upon  him 
as  ministers  and  counsellors.  It  is  but  a  ])erverse 
ingenuity  to  get  up  or  imagine  intrigues  and  artful 
manccuvres  to  account  for  what  may  be  explained 
iq)on  very  simple  and  very  obvious  grounds.  A 
great  deal  too  much  importance  has  been  attri- 

*  Sir  Samuel  Romilly. 
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buted  to  the  conduct  at  this  crisis  of  that  effete  and 
discredited  man  Sheridan,  and  to  what  is  called 
an  intriguing  manoeuvre  which  he  practised.  The 
prince,  who,  at  one  moment,  had  gone  the  length 
of  refusing  to  receive  Mr.  Perceval  at  Carlton 
House,  and  who  had  requested  Lords  Grey  and 
Grenville  to  make  a  draft  of  the  answer  which  he 
should  deliver  to  the  addresses  of  the  Lords  and 
Commons,  was  not  well  satisfied  with  the  paper 
they  sent  him,  and  handed  it  over  to  Sheridan  to 
make  some  alterations  in  it.  This  said  draft  was 
not  the  production  of  ministers,  or  even  of  men 
who  were  agreed  as  to  a  ministry  to  be  formed, 
and  the  places  they  were  to  occupy;  Grey  and 
Grenville  had  been  consulted  as  private  individuals ; 
it  was  premature  and  irregular  in  them  to  seek  to 
identify  the/egent  with  themselves  and  their  views, 
as  they  did  in  the  draft  they  presented ;  and  the 
prince  had  the  indisputable  right  of  submitting 
their  paper  to  correction,  or  of  rejecting  it  alto¬ 
gether — which  last  course  would  have  been  the 
best.  Sheridan,  who  was  always  ready  to  do  what¬ 
soever  the  prince  might  ask  from  him, — Sheridan, 
who  had  long  considered  himself  a  disappointed, 
ill-used  man,  deprived  by  the  aristocratic  pride  and 
the  selfishness  of  the  great  Whig  families  of  the 
rew’ards  to  which  his  services  and  his  eloquence 
entitled  him — who  had  little  to  hope  from  Earl 
Grey,  and  a  good  deal  to  fear  from  Earl  Grenville, 
whom  he  had  larppooned  on  various  occasions — 
undertook  his  present  task  with  alacrity,  and  ma¬ 
terially  altered  the  Grey  and  Grenville  paper.  It 
should  appear,  however,  that  the  alterations  were 
precisely  conformable  to  the  directions  of  the 
prince,  that  others  beside  Sheridan  were  employed, 
and  that  the  Earl  of  Moira  was  not  a  stranger  to 
any  part  of  the  business,  a  sufficiently  strong  proof 
that,  in  the  estimation  of  that  high-minded  noble¬ 
man,  there  was  nothing  tricky  nor  dishonourable 
in  the  transaction.  If  the  prince  had  adopted, 
without  alteration,  the  Grey  and  Grenville  paper, 
which  sounded  like  their  own  opposition  speeches, 
the  regency  would  have  commenced  with  a  quarrel 
with  both  Houses  [of  parliament.  His  royal  high¬ 
ness  sent  back  their  draft  in  its  corrected  or  altered 
form  to  Lords  Grey  and  Grenville,  apparently 
without  anticipating  any  angry  remonstrance  on 
their  part;  but  those  two  noblemen,  in  a  joint 
letter  to  the  prince,  expressed  in  strong  terms  their 
dissatisfaction,  telling  his  royal  highness  that,  as 
he  had  not  deemed  it  proper  to  follow  their  advice, 
but  had  submitted  their  humble  endeavours  in  his 
service  to  the  judgment  of  another  person,  they 
must  decline  taking  any  further  part  in  the  in¬ 
tended  arrangements.  The  regent  showed  this 
peremptory  letter  to  Sheridan,  who  is  said  to  have 
represented  to  the  prince  the  miserable  state  of 
tutelage  in  which  he  must  expect  to  be  kept  by 
men  who  began  their  lectures  and  their  stately  dic¬ 
tation  to  him  even  before  they  were  his  ministers.* 
But,  weeks  before  this,  it  was  rumoured  that 
Lords  Grey  and  Grenville  could  not  accord,  that 

*  T.  Mooru,  Life  of  Slieriduii. 
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differences  and  even  dissensions  prevailed  in  the 
Whig  party,  or  in  that  coalition  of  parties  which 
had  occupied  the  opposition  benches ;  and  certain 
facts  and  circumstances,  now  known  to  the  whole 
nation,  produced  no  small  degree  of  indisposition 
to  Lord  Grenville,  together  with  the  pretty  general 
conviction  that  his  lordship  could  not  take  office  as 
first  lord  of  the  treasury,  and  that  he  had  never  seri¬ 
ously  aimed  at  doing  so.  Lord  Grenville  had  held 
for  many  years  the  very  profitable  patent  place  for 
life  of  auditor  of  the  exchequer ;  on  assuming  the 
premiership  in  the  All  Talents  administration, 
being  fully  determined  not  to  sacrifice  his  certain 
income  as  auditor  to  his  very  uncertain  salary, 
power,  and  patronage  as  minister,  his  lordship’s 
friends  brought  in  a  bill  to  allow  him  to  hold 
both  places,  arguing  that  there  was  no  incon¬ 
sistency  or  incompatibility  in  this  double  tenure, 
that  the  auditorship  of  the  exchequer  was  never 
intended  as  a  check  on  the  treasury,  that  the  first 
lord  of  the  treasury  might  very  constitutionally, 
safely,  and  appropriately  continue  to  be  auditor  of 
the  exchequer,  &c.,  the  auditorship  being  little 
else  than  a  dependency  and  registry  of  the  trea¬ 
sury.  This  bill  was  almost  the  first  measure  the 
Talents  entered  upon,  and  it  was  generally  con¬ 
sidered  to  have  been  carried  through  parliament 
with  a  greedy  impatience  and  indecent  haste. 
Nor  was  Lord  Grenville  the  only  member  of  his 
family  that  had  been  eager  and  successful  in  ob¬ 
taining  a  disproportionate  share  of  the  public 
money  and  of  the  good  things  in  the  gift  of  govern¬ 
ment.  Until  driven  from  office  his  lordship  had 
continued  to  exercise  the  double  functions  of 
first  lord  of  the  treasury  and  auditor  of  the  ex¬ 
chequer,  his  party  being  ready  at  any  moment  to 
demonstrate  that  there  was  not  the  slightest  im¬ 
propriety  or  inconvenience  in  his  so  doing.  But, 
when  Perceval,  then  first  lord  of  the  treasur}',  was 
embarrassed  by  the  king’s  malady,  and  by  the 
difficulties  and  delays  attendant  on  the  settling  of 
the  regency,  Grenville,  as  auditor  of  the  exchequer, 
gave  a  version  of  the  duties  of  that  office  altogether 
different  from  the  one  which  had  been  formerly 
given  by  his  friends,  claiming  for  that  office  a 
high  degree  of  authority,  and  independence,  and 
responsibility,  and  holding  that  constitutionally  the 
auditor  of  the  exchequer  was  intended  as  a  check 
on  the  first  lord  of  the  treasury  :  all  of  which  was 
true,  and  expressed  on  the  title  of  the  office,  but 
was  quite  as  true  in  1807  as  now.  At  the  trying 
and  critical  moment,  when  nothing  was  settled, 
when  there  was  neither  a  king  nor  a  regent,  issues 
of  money  for  the  army  and  navy  became  indispen¬ 
sable.  Money  had  been  appropriated  by  parlia¬ 
ment  for  these  services ;  but  it  was  required  by 
law  that  the  issues  should  be  by  orders  under  the 
great  seal,  the  privy  seal,  or  the  sign  manual,  or 
by  express  authority  of  an  act  of  parliament. 
Mr.  Perceval  conceived  that,  under  all  the  existing 
circumstances,  it  would  be  best  to  put  the  privy 
seal  to  the  orders  for  ihe  issues;  which  could  not 
be  long  delayed  wdthout  exposing  both  army  and 
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navy  to  serious  inconvenience,  if  not  to  danger 
and  to  mutiny.  The  keeper  of  the  privy  seal,  Lord 
Westmoreland,  was  quite  willing  to  take  this  re¬ 
sponsibility  upon  himself ;  but  it  was  found  that 
the  signature  of  the  clerk  of  the  privy  seal  was 
likewise  necessary ;  and  Mr.  Larpent,  who  filled 
that  office,  refused  to  sign,  pleading  scruples  of 
conscience  on  account  of  his  oath  of  office.  Upon 
this  Mr.  Perceval  issued  an  order  from  the  trea¬ 
sury  for  the  exchequer,  holding  that  it  was  better 
for  the  responsible  ministers  of  the  crown  to  risk 
the  censure,  or  wait  for  a  bill  of  indemnity  from 
parliament,  than  to  allow  the  public  service  to 
suffer.  But,  when  these  treasury  warrants  were 
carried  to  Lord  Grenville,  in  his  capacity  as  auditor 
of  the  exchequer,  he  required  time  “  to  consider 
the  nature  and  extent  of  the  duties  which  this  new 
and  unexpected  course  of  proceeding  imposed  upon 
him  and  requested  to  know  from  Mr.  Perceval 
when  it  was  absolutely  necessary  that  the  money 
should  be  issued.  His  lordship  was  informed, 
“  that,  according  to  the  usual  course  of  supplying 
the  weekly  issues  to  the  navy  and  army,  it  woulrl 
be  necessary  that  sums  should  be  issued  for  both 
services,  beyond  the  amount  of  the  existing  credit 
at  the  exchequer,  either  on  the  morrow,  or  the  next 
day  at  farthest ;  but,  if  an  actual  issue  could  be 
made  within  six  days,  no  serious  inconvenience 
was  apprehended.”  The  noble  auditor  of  the  ex¬ 
chequer  then  demanded  that  the  legal  opinions  of 
the  attorney  and  solicitor  generals  should  be  taken. 
These  law  officers  pronounced  that  they  “  did  not 
think  the  warrant  of  the  lords  commissioners  of 
the  treasury  was  in  law  a  sufficient  authority  im¬ 
perative  upon  the  auditor,  nor,  consequently,  a 
legal  sanction  for  his  proceeding  to  obey  the  same ; 
nor  that  any  discretion  w'as  left  to  him  by  the  law 
on  this  occasion,  for  the  exercise  of  which  he 
would  not  be  responsible.”  In  communicating 
this  opinion  to  Lord  Grenville,  Mr.  Perceval  and 
the  lords  commissioners  of  the  treasury  informed 
him  “that  their  sense  of  the  mischief  to  the  public 
service  which  would  arise  if  any  delay  should  take 
place  appeared  to  render  it  indispensable  that  the 
warrants  should  be  forthwith  complied  wdth,  and 
that  they  were  consequently  ready  to  take  upon 
themselves  the  responsibility  of  any  act  which 
might  be  essential  for  that  purpose.”  Lord  Gren¬ 
ville,  who,  as  first  lord  of  the  treasury,  had  been 
his  own  auditor  of  the  exchequer,  now  declared 
that  Perceval’s  responsibility  would  not  relieve 
him  from  his,  and  that  his  conscientious  scruples 
as  auditor  were  insurmountable.  “  If,”  said  his 
lordship,  “  I  could  be  satisfied  of  the  propriety  of 
my  doing  what  is  required,  there  is  no  personal 
responsibility  which  I  would  not  readily  incur  for 
the  public  interests ;  but  I  cannot  persuade  myself 
that  I  could  obey  these  warrants  without  a  breach 
of  my  official  duty  on  that  point  which  is  above 
all  others  peculiarly  obligatory  on  the  person  placed 
in  the  situation  of  auditor  of  the  exchequer ;  nor 
without  a  high  and  criminal  violation  both  of  a 
positive  statute,  and  also  of  the  essential  principles 
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I  am  told,”  he  continued,  “  that  I  must  act  on 
my  own  discretion,  for  the  exercise  of  which  I 
must  alone  be  responsible.  This  responsibility,  if 
it  legally  attaches  upon  me,  I  cannot  transfer  to 
any  other  persons,  and  least  of  all  to  your  lord- 
ships,  whatever  willingness  you  have  expressed  to 
take  it  upon  yourselves.  My  attempting  to  do  so 
w'ould  itself  be  criminal ;  tending  to  confound  the 
official  relations  in  which  I  have  the  honour  to 
stand  towards  your  lordships,  and  to  annul  those 
checks  which  the  law  has  established  for  insuring 
the  faithful  discharge  of  our  respective  duties,  and 
thereby  the  security  of  the  public  treasure.  [  Where 
was  this  check  ivhen  Grenville  teas  first  lord  of 
the  treasurxj  and  auditor  of  the  exchequer  .?]  But 
I  beg  leave  humbly  to  submit  that  the  law  has  in 
truth  invested  me  with  no  discretion  on  this  sub¬ 
ject.  The  exigencies  of  the  public  service,  which 
your  lordships  have  condescended  to  detail  to  me 
in  these  your  w'arrants,  are  matters  of  state,  of 
which,  as  auditor  of  the  exchequer,  I  have  no 
knowledge,  and  can  take  no  cognizance.”  After 
repeating  that  he  was  compelled  to  decline,  “  but 
with  all  due  respect,”  a  compliance  with  the  re¬ 
quisition  contained  in  the  warrants,  Grenville  re¬ 
commended  that  the  difficulty  should  be  submitted 
to  the  consideration  of  both  Houses  of  parliament, 
whose  right  and  duty  it  was  to  provide  the  means 
of  removing  it,  and  to  whose  pleasure  he  would 
entirely  submit.  Upon  this — on  the  3rd  of  J  anuary 
— Perceval  laid  the  whole  correspondence  before 
parliament,  saying  that,  but  for  the  difficulty  which 
had  been  unexpectedly  started,  he  certainly  should 
not  have  thought  it  expedient  to  bring  the  subject 
under  their  immediate  notice;  that  he  had,  how¬ 
ever,  always  anticipated  it  as  his  duty  to  submit  it 
to  their  consideration,  not  for  the  purpose  of  ob¬ 
taining  a  vote  of  indemnity  beforehand,  but,  after 
having  incurred  the  responsibility,  for  the  purpose 
of  calling  on  the  House  to  determine  whether 
or  not  ministers  had  acted  justifiably  in  ordering 
the  issues  of  money  for  the  services  for  which  that 
very  money  had  been  appointed  by  the  House. 
He  moved  a  resolution,  that  the  lords  of  the  trea¬ 
sury  should  issue  their  warrants  for  the  immediate 
payment  of  such  sums  as  were  necessary,  and  that 
the  auditor  and  ofiicers  of  the  exchequer  should 
obey  those  warrants.  The  resolution  passed,  after  a 
long  debate,  without  a  division,  and  was  afterwards 
agreed  to  by  the  Lords.  Thus  the  money  was  issued 
to  the  army  and  navy,  and  an  end  was  put  to  Lord 
Grenville’s  scruples  and  contumacy;  but  the  public 
discussion,  by  reviving  the  memory  of  what  had 
passed  on  the  occasion  of  the  accession  of  his  lord¬ 
ship  to  office  on  the  death  of  Mr.  Pitt,  inflicted  a 
most  serious  injury  on  the  Grenville  party,  which 
never  had  enjoyed  much  jiopularity.  After  such 
public  and  recent  discussion,  the  most  bronze¬ 
faced  politician  might  shrink  from  attempting 
again  to  unite  and  hold  the  two  offices  of  auditor 
and  first  lord  of  the  treasury;  and  after  all  that 
had  passed  there  would  have  been  considerable 
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awkwardness  even  in  his  continuing  to  hold  his 
well-paid  patent  place  along  with  any  other  office 
in  the  cabinet  to  which  the  premiership  might  have 
been  attached.  Now,  without  the  borough  influ¬ 
ence  of  Lord  Grenville,  and  of  his  family  and  con¬ 
nexions,  Earl  Grey  and  the  rest  of  the  Whigs, 
even  should  they  be  backed  by  the  entire  favour 
and  support  of  Carlton  House,  could  not  hope  to 
maintain  themselves  in  office  for  a  week.  It  was 
exceedingly  doubtful  whether,  with  all  the  Gren¬ 
ville  influence,  and  with  a  conformity  of  interests, 
sentiments,  and  views  (which  certainly  did  not 
exist  among  them),  the  Whigs  could  have  secured 
so  much  as  a  minimum  parliamentary  majority. 
To  give  them  a  chance  it  would  have  been  neces¬ 
sary  to  dissolve  parliament  and  throw  the  whole 
court  influence  into  the  general  election.  But 
there  was  not  time  to  try  this  experiment :  too 
much  time  had  been  already  consumed,  and  public 
business  too  seriously  obstructed,  to  allow  of  a 
delay  of  many  weeks.  Indeed  even  the  shorter 
space  of  time  which  would  have  been  required  for 
the  members  of  the  House  of  Commons  who  might 
have  taken  office  to  obtain  their  re-election  to 
their  seats  was,  in  itself,  a  very  serious  objection 
to  any  ministerial  change  at  this  moment  of  crisis. 
Upon  all  these,  and  upon  other  considerations,  the 
Prince  of  Wales’s  Whig  partialities,  even  suppos¬ 
ing  them  to  have  been  decided  and  strong,  might 
very  naturally  have  given  way.  But  there  is  little 
to  show  that  these  partialities  or  predilections  were 
very  strong  at  this  time.  It  was  true  that  the 
prince,  acting  as  all  heirs  apparent  to  the  throne 
since  the  accession  of  the  House  of  Brunswick  had 
acted,  had  courted  or  coqueted  with  the  opposition  ; 
that  in  his  young  days  he  had  worn  the  blue  and 
buff;  that  he  had  lived  in  great  intimacy  and 
familiarity  with  some  of  the  men  of  wit  and 
humour  (and  they  were  decidedly  men  of  pleasure 
also),  who  chanced  to  be  Whigs  and  opposition 
leaders ;  that  the  successive  governments  of  the 
king  his  father  had  thwarted  many  of  his  wishes 
and  refused  not  a  few  of  his  demands,  and  that  on 
all  such  occasions  the  parliamentary  opposition  had 
stood  forward  with  more  or  less  warmth  as  his 
champions  and  eulogists  :  but  at  the  very  first 
really  vital  difference  which  occurred  (that  upon 
the  PYench  Revolution),  the  prince  had  openly 
separated  himself  from  the  opposition,  and,  both 
publicly  and  privately,  in  the  House  of  Lords  as 
well  as  in  Carlton  House,  had  strongly  declared 
against  the  opinions  entertained  or  professed  by 
Mr.  Fox  and  his  friends;  and  it  had  long  been 
matter  of  notoriety  that  not  the  king  himself  was 
more  resolutely  bent  upon  continuing  the  war 
with  France  tlian  was  the  Prince  of  Wales.  On 
this  last  point  all  the  royal  dukes,  with  the 
doubtful  exception  of  one,  agreed  with  the  prince, 
and  entertained  the  same  conviction  as  the  king 
their  father,  that  peace  was  never  to  be  purchased 
with  dishonourable  and  dangerous  submission  to 
terms  dictated  by  Bonaparte.  Nowq  Lord  Grey 
and  his  adherents,  who  considered  themselves  the 
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truest  representatives  of  the  Foxites,  and  who  had 
never  ceased  proclaiming  the  war  to  he  unnecessary 
and  unjust,  were  understood  to  be  determined  to 
signalise  their  return  to  power  by  opening  negotia¬ 
tions  with  the  Emperor  of  the  P'rench  ;  and  Lord 
Grpnville  and  his  friends,  though  they  had  not 
committed  themselves  so  thoroughly  to  a  negotia¬ 
tion  and  a  peace  upon  any  terms,  wxre  believed  to 
cherish  the  notion  that  England  ought  to  cease 
altogether  from  interfering  in  the  affairs  of  the 
continent,  and  from  succouring  the  Portuguese 
and  Spaniards  in  a  hopeless  struggle  with  the 
French,  and  limit  all  her  exertions  to  a  defensive 
war  for  the  protection  of  her  own  coasts  and  her 
own  colonies.  There  was  thus,  on  the  question  of 
war  or  peace,'  a  considerable  difference  between 
Grey  and  Grenville.  But  among  the  mixture  of 
parties  which  had  formed  the  opposition,  and 
which  was  now  aspiring  to  the  government,  there 
existed  other  and  more  extreme  divergencies  of 
opinion.  Lord  Holland,  though  the  nephew  and 
pupil  of  Fox,  whom  he  closely  resembled  in  many 
particulars,  was  very  far  from  agreeing  either  with 
Grey  or  Grenville  ;  for  he  had  travelled  in  Spain, 
had  resided  for  a  considerable  time  in  that  country, 
had  acquired  its  language  and  an  acquaintance  with 
its  literature,  and  was  enthusiastic  in  the  cause  of 
Spanish  independence,  and  very  sanguine  as  to 
the  final  success  of  the  national  resistance  of  the 
Spaniards.  With  these  feelings,’LordiHolland,  as 
minister,  would  have  acted  with  additional  vigour 
in  aid  of  Spain  and  Portugal,  and  in  this  policy 
he  would  have  been  followed  certainly  by  Lord 
Moira,  and  probably  by  Mr.  Ponsonby.  No  go¬ 
vernment  could  have  stood  with  these  irreconcileable 
differences  among  its  chiefs  and  members  ;  but,  on 
other  subjects,  and  particularly  on  that  of  par¬ 
liamentary  reform,  there  was  an  equal  want  of 
unanimity  in  opinion  and  principle  ;  and  it  may 
safely  be, said  that  these  coalesced  parties  fully 
agreed  in  nothing  except  in  taking  a  liberal  view 
of  the  Catholic  claims  and  the  great  question  of 
religious  freedom — a  question  upon  wdiich  they 
could  not  have  commanded  a  majority,  the  people 
of  Great  Britain  being  not  yet  prepared  for  such 
principles.  Indisputably,  the  Prince  of  Wales 
had  entertained  a  very  friendly  regard  for  Fox, 
but  his  affection  for  any  other  men  of  that  party, 
or  rather  of  those  parties,  may  be  safely  reduced 
to  a  very  small  matter ;  he  disliked  the  tone  and 
manners  of  Grenville,  and  he  did  not  much  like 
those  of  Grey,  and  his  family  traditions  bore  testi¬ 
mony  to  the  annoyances  and  vexations  which  his 
father  had  suffered  from  a  haughty  and  imperious 
minister.  The  prince  retained  Sheridan  in  his 
society,  and  admitted  him  into  part,  at  least,  of 
his  confidence ;  but  Sheridan  was  now  scarcely  to 
be  considered  as  a  Whig,  or  as  a  member  of  any 
one  of  the  coalesced  parties,  considering  himself  as 
aggrieved  by  Grenville  and  by  Grey,  and  being 
ready,  at  any  moment,  to  comply  with  the  wishes 
of  the  prince  ;  and,  besides,  Sheridan  had  been  too 
ready  and  unscrupulous  in  the  services  which  he 


had  rendered  or  proffered,  and  had  too  entirely  lost 
himself  in  public  opinion,  either  to  have  any  claim 
on  the  regent’s  esteem,  or  any  capability  of  doing 
him  any  further  public  service.  Lord  Moira,  in¬ 
deed,  was  both  liked  and  respected  by  the  prince  ; 
but  it  was  said  that,  although  this  nobleman  had 
been  a  steady  Whig,  and  a  w'arm  opponent  of  Per¬ 
ceval  as  of  Pitt,  he  waited  upon  the  prince,  then 
in  a  state  of  painful  indecision,  and  declared  that 
his  affection  for  his  royal  highness,  and  his  anxiety 
for  the  welfare  and  honour  of  the  country,  that  his 
loyalty  and  patriotism  obliged  him  to  say  that  a 
calm  reviewal  of  all  the  circumstances  and  difficul¬ 
ties  of  the  times  had  convinced  him  that  a  stable 
Whig  ministry  could  not  be  constituted  out  of  the 
discordant  materials  of  the  opposition,  and  that 
there  would  be  great  danger  in  making  the  at¬ 
tempt. 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  number  or  the 
relative  weight  of  the  motives  which  induced  the 
regent  to  retain  his  father’s  ministry,  his  decision 
was  certainly  acceptable  to  the  great  majority  of 
the  nation.*  The  recollections  of  All  the  Talents 
administration  were  a  strong  bar  to  the  pretensions 
of  the  living  men  who  had  formed  it ;  and  it  was 
worse  than  idle  for  them  to  talk  again  (as  they  had 
recently  been  doing)  of  the  incalculable  advantages 
to  be  derived  from  the  union  and  blending  of  great 
names,  great  reputations,  great  and  varied  abilities, 
&c.  The  Burdettites  and  Radical  reformers  said 
that  it  was  as  well  to  retain  Perceval  and  Liverpool 
as  to  supersede  them  by  Grey  and  Grenville ;  that 
a  ministry  formed  by  these  two  joint  opposition 
lords  would,  in  reality,  have  excluded  almost  all 
the  people’s  friends — that  from  those  lords  the 
people  could  have  expected  nothing. 

The  ceremony  of  installing  the  prince  regent 
was  performed  in  Carlton-house  on  Wednesday  the 
6th  of  February,  the  prince  swearing  to  be  faithful 
and  to  bear  true  allegiance  to  his  majesty  King 
George  III.  ;  to  execute  truly  and  faithfully  the 
office  of  regent  of  the  United  Kingdom,  according 
to  the  act  of  parliament ;  to  administer,  according 
to  law,  the  power  and  authority  vested  in  him  by 
the  said  act;  and  in  all  things,  to  the  utmost  of  his 
power  and  ability,  to  consult  and  maintain  the 
safety,  honour,  and  dignity  of  his  majesty,  and  the 
j  welfare  of  his  people.  The  lord  president  of  the 
!  council  then  presented  the  declaration  against 
popery,  which  was  repeated  audibly  and  then  sub¬ 
scribed  by'the  prince,  as  the  oaths  had  been.  The 
privy  councillors  signed  as  witnesses ;  and  these 
instruments  were  then  delivered  to  the  keeper  of 
the  records.  The  prince  then  delivered  to  the 
president  of  the  council  a  certificate  of  his  having 

•  As  late  as  the  Ist  and  2ud  of  February,  Wilbcrforce  makes  tliese 
curious  entries  in  liis  Diary  ; — "  No  one  knows  wliat  the  prince  means 

to  do,  whetlier  to  chanf;e  his  ministers  or  not . Lord  Itathurst 

tielieves  they  are  all  to  go  out ;  but  Ferry,  the  editor  of  the  Morning 
Chronicle,  told  Stephen  that  the  Frince  of  Wales  has  examined  the 
physician  at  Carlton-house  as  to  the  state  of  the  king's  health,  and  has 
determined  against  changing  his  ministers.  Otherwise,  it  had  been 
decided  that  Lord  Grenville  was  to  he  first  lord  of  the  treasury,  in 

spile  of  his  late  letter  to  Fereeval . 1  am  assured  that,  before 

the  prince  determined  upon  keeping  the  present  ministers,  he  sent  to 
Mrs.  Fitxherbert  and  Lady  II.,  and  that  they  both  advised  it.'’ 
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received  the  sacrament  of  the  Lord’s  Supper;  and 
this  certificate  also  was  countersigned  and  handed 
over  to  the  keeper  of  the  records. 

On  the  12th  of  February — six  days  after  the  in¬ 
stallation  of  the  regent — the  session  of  parliament 
was  regularly  opened,  not  by  the  prince  in  person, 
but  by  commission.  The  commissioners  were  the 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  the  Lord  Chancellor, 
the  Duke  of  Montrose,  Earl  Camden,  and  the  Earl 
of  Westmoreland.  The  speech  they  delivered  in 
the  name  of  the  regent  dwelt  upon  the  success  of 
our  armies  in  the  Indian  seas,  and  the  repulse  of 
the  French  and  Neapolitans  in  the  attack  on  Sicily ; 
upon  failures  that  the  French  had  met  with  in  Por¬ 
tugal  and  at  Cadiz ;  and  it  expressed  the  hope  that 
parliament  would  enable  the  regent  to  continue  the 
most  efiectual  assistance  to  the  brave  nations  of  the 
Peninsula.  It  was  again  declared  that  the  best 
interests  of  the  British  empire  must  be  affected  by 
the  issue  of  the  contest  of  these  two  nations,  and 
that  England  could  not  and  ought  not  to  think  of 
abandoning  their  cause.  No  speech  from  the  throne 
since  the  beginning  of  the  war  had  been  more  war¬ 
like.  In  the  debates  on  the  address.  Lord  Grenville 
explicitly  declared  his  conviction  that  it  was  impos¬ 
sible  to  expect  success  in  such  a  war — that,  in  a 
contest  so  unequal,  the  money  and  resources  of  this 
country  must  be  expended  with  certain  loss.  The 
address,  however,  was  carried  in  both  Houses  with¬ 
out  a  division,  and  with  far  less  opposition  and 
oratory  than  might  have  been  expected. 

On  the  21st  of  February,  Perceval  informed  the 
House  that  he  had  been  preparing  a  plan  for  the 
establishment  of  the  regent’s  household,  which 
would  have  required  an  additional  allowance  of 
12,000/.  to  15,000/.  a-year,  but  that  his  royal 
highness  had  determined  not  to  add  to  the  burthens 
of  the  people,  by  accepting  any  addition  to  his  pub¬ 
lic  state.  It  was  stated,  however,  by  one  of  the 
prince’s  legal  friends  or  advisers,  that,  in  case  the 
king  should  not  recover,  and  the  regency  should 
become  permanent,  this  question  would  be  open 
anew  to  his  royal  highness’s  consideration.* 

Soon  after  his  installation  it  was  reported  that  the 
Regent  intended  to  restore  the  Duke  of  York  to 
the  office  of  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Forces. 
The  Perceval  administration  had  zealously  defended 
the  duke  during  the  investigation,  and  the  opposi¬ 
tion,  or  all  that  portion  of  it  which  had  supported 
Colonel  Wardle,  had  not  conciliated  the  Prince  of 
Wales  by  the  zeal  they  had  displayed  in  accusing 

♦  The  regent,  shortly  after  his  inctallation,  gave  a  splendid  fete  at 
Carlton  house.  Nothing  so  gay,  or  so  grand,  or  so  gorgeous,  had  ever 
been  seen  in  an  English  palace;  but  the  I'Me  was  generally  disap¬ 
proved  of  by  the  public  as  unseasonable.  A  few  weeks  after  this  an 
incident  occurred,  which  Francis  Horner  describes  in  a  manner  that 
does  credit  to  his  good  feeling ; — “  There  was  a  very  affecting  proof  of 
the  hiiig's  melancholy  state  given  last  week  at  the  Concert  of  Ancient 
Music  :  it  was  the  Duke  of  Cambridge’s  night,  who  announced  to  the 
directors  that  the  king  himself  had  made  the  selection.  This  consisted 
of  all  the  finest  passages  to  be  found  in  Handel  descriptive  of  madness 
and  blindness ;  particularly  those  in  the  opera  of  '  Samson  there  was 
one  also  upon  madness  from  love,  and  the  lamentation  of  Jephtha 
upon  the  loss  of  his  daughter  ;  and  it  closed  with  ‘  God  save  the  King,’ 
to  make  sure  the  application  of  all  that  went  before.  It  was  a  very 
melancludy  as  well  as  tdngular  instance  of  sensibility,  that  in  the  in¬ 
tervals  of  reason  he  should  dwell  upon  the  worst  circumstances  of  his 
situation,  and  have  a  sort  of  indulgence  in  soliciting  the  public  sym¬ 
pathy.” — lA:iter  to  his  Futhei'^  in  Memoirs  and  Correspondence, 
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and  decrying  his  brother.  Old  Sir  David  Dundas, 
who  had  succeeded  within  so  short  a  space  of  time 
in  disgusting  or  indisposing  the  whole  army,  had 
applied  early  in  the  winter  for  leave  to  retire  from 
the  arduous  office ;  stating  that  ill  health  obliged 
him  so  to  do,  and  that  he  had  already  served  his 
country  in  different  military  capacities  for  half  a 
century.  This  application  had  been  repeated  so 
frequently  and  so  earnestly  that  it  was  indispen¬ 
sable  to  name  some  one  to  succeed  Sir  David.  The 
universal  voice  of  the  army  said.  Re-appoint  the 
Duke  of  York  ;  thus  seconding  or  even  anticipating 
the  wishes  of  the  Regent.  The  trials  in  which  Mrs. 
Clarke  had  been  engaged,  and  the  sad  exhibition 
which  Colonel  Wardle  and  his  friends  had  made 
since  the  delicate  investigation,  had  gone  far  to 
neutralize  the  popular  prejudice  and  outcry  against 
the  duke,  and  Perceval  and  his  colleagues  saw  little 
or  no  difficulty  in  complying  with  the  earnest 
wishes  of  the  regent.  Accordingly,  on  the  25th 
of  May,  the  Duke  of  York’s  re-appointment  was 
gazetted,  and  without  any  outcry.  Even  the  oppo¬ 
sition  newspapers  were  nearly  all  silent  on  the  sub¬ 
ject.  The  re-appointment  did  not,  however,  pass 
W’ithout  some  animadversion  in  parliament.  Lord 
Milton  moved  in  the  Commons  that  it  had  been 
highly  improper  and  indecorous  in  the  advisers  of 
the  regent  to  recommend  the  re-appointment.  He 
was  supported  by  Lord  Althorpe,  Mr.  Wynn,  Mr. 
W.  Elliot,  Whitbread,  and  others :  but  various 
members  retracted  the  unfavourable  opinions  they 
had  delivered  against  the  duke  during  the  investi¬ 
gation  ;  declaring  that  the  circumstances  which  had 
come  to  light  concerning  the  evidence  and  the 
character  of  the  witnesses,  and  the  conduct  of  the 
accusers,  caused  them  to  regret  the  votes  which  they 
had  then  given :  some  said  that  the  country  was 
ready  to  acknowledge  that  the  re-appointment  of 
the  duke  was  a  great  public  benefit ;  that  no  mea¬ 
sure  could  be  more  consonant  with  the  feelings  of 
the  army;  that  the  army,  which  would  have  been 
degraded  and  injured  by  the  corrupt  practices 
which  had  been  imputed  to  him,  if  such  practices 
had  really  existed,  was,  of  all  parts  of  the  nation, 
the  most  highly  pleased  at  the  duke’s  return  to 
power ;  and  upon  a  division  Lord  Milton’s  motion 
was  negatived  by  an  immense  majority  —  296 
against  47.  The  duke  signalized  his  return  to  the 
war-office  by  establishing  regimental  schools  on 
the  Bell  system.  The  supplies  voted  for  the  year 
amounted  to  56,021,869/.  Out  of  this  sum 
20,276,144/.  were  appropriated  to  the  navy, 
21,269,940/.  to  the  army,  5,012,378/.  to  the  ord¬ 
nance,  2,100,000/.  to  subsidies,  &c.  for  Portugal, 
and  400,000/.  as  a  subsidy  to  Sicily. 

More  through  our  differences  with  America,  and 
the  interruption  of  our  trade  with  the  United  States, 
than  through  Bonaparte’s  continental  system,  a  con¬ 
siderable  commercial  depression  was  felt  at  this  cri¬ 
tical  moment,  together  with  a  derangement  in  the 
money  market,  in  a  great  measure  occasioned  by 
the  necessity  of  constantly  sending  specie— parti¬ 
cularly  gold — to  the  continent,  and  by  the  import- 
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ant  circumstance  that  the  price  of  gold  had  risen 
all  over  the  continent,  partly  owing  to  the  almost 
total  suspension  of  the  supplies  of  gold  from  South 
America  (where  by  this  time  nearly  all  the  Spanish 
colonies  were  in  a  state  of  revolt  and  anarchy),  and 
partly  through  other  potent  causes.*  A  certain 
school  of  politicians  and  economists,  taking  up  the 
abstract  principle  that  a  gold  and  silver  currency 
(with  gold  only  for  a  legal  tender  in  all  sums  beyond 
a  certain  low  amount)  was  far  preferable  to  a  paper 
currency ;  that  guineas  were  better  things  than  bank 
notes;  and,  forgetting  that  there  was  hardly  any 
gold  in  the  country,  that  silver  was  becoming  scarce, 
that  there  was  no  immediate  prospect  of  an  influx 
of  the  precious  metals,  and  that  the  fate  of  the  coun¬ 
try  mainly  depended  upon  the  credit  of  its  paper 
money,  thought  this  a  proper  moment  for  raising  a 
cry  in  favour  of  a  speedy  return  to  cash  payments. 
Mr.  Francis  Horner,  who  had  chosen  the  bullion 
question  as  his  chevnl  de  bataille,  and  who  seems 
to  have  got  into  parliament  chiefly  for  the  purpose 
of  riding  it,  had  obtained  during  the  preceding  year 
the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  inquire  into  the 
reason  of  the  high  price  of  gold  bullion,  and  the 
state  of  the  circulating  medium,  and  of  the  exchanges 
between  Great  Britain  and  foreign  parts.  On  the 
6th  of  May,  Mr.  Horner  presented  the  report  of 
the  Bullion  Committee,  in  the  drawing  up  of  which 
he  had  the  principal  hand.  He  prefaced  it  with 
an  elaborate  exposition  of  his  own  theory  and  views. 
The  report  stated  “  that  there  was  an  excess  in  the 
paper  circulation,  of  w'hich  the  most  unequivocal 
symptom  was  the  very  high  price  of  bullion,  and 
next  to  that  the  low  state  of  the  continental  ex¬ 
changes  ;  that  the  cause  of  this  excess  (of  bank 
notes)  was  to  be  found  in  the  suspension  of  cash 
payments,  there  being  no  adequate  provision  against 
such  an  excess  except  in  the  convertibility  of  paper 
into  specie ;  and  that  the  unfavourable  state  of  the 
exchanges  originated  in  the  same  cause,  and  was 
further  increased  by  the  anti-commercial  measures 
of  the  enemy.”  The  report  added  “  that  the  com- 

*  Bonaparte  never  took  the  field  with  the  Grand  Army  without 
carrying  an  immense  military  chest  with  him,  and  this  chest,  from 
obvious  motives  of  convenience,  was  always  filled  and  replenished 
with  gold.  On  starting  on  a  campaign  the  French  officers,  and  even 
those  of  the  soldiers  who  had  money,  were  all  eager  to  convert  it  into 
gold  ;  some  of  which  was  carried  about  the  person  in  a  belt  or  girdle, 
while  some  was  left  secreted  at  home.  In  France,  all  cautious  persons, 
apprehending  fresh  revolutions  and  changes  of  fortune  and  distrust¬ 
ing  the  imperial  bank,  accumulated  all  the  gold  specie  they  could,  to 
conceal  it  and  keep  it  for  the  evil  hour.  Nearly  all  over  the  conti¬ 
nent  of  EurojH‘  the  insecurity  of  properly,  and  the  dread  of  forced  contri¬ 
butions  aud  of  less  regular  plunder,  had  induced  the  habit  of  hoarding 
and  hiding  ;  and  gold  was  sought  after  and  bought  up  at  a  constantly 
increasing  price,  to  be  buried  in  the  earth  or  concealed  in  secret  re¬ 
cesses.  in  this  matter,  as  in  others,  Europe  was  returning  to  her 
ancient  barbarism,  or  to  the  condition  of  the  despotic  nations  of  the 
East,  where  so  large  a  portion  of  the  precious  metals  is  constantly  witli* 
drasyn  from  circulation  and  kept  hidden.  In  1812  and  1813  asmuchaa 
six  Spanish  dollars  could  l)e  obtained  in  any  part  of  the  Mediterranean 
for  an  English  guinea.  With  such  a  temptation  to  send  gold  abroad, 
it  was  not  likely  that  English  traders  and  speculators  should  be  pre¬ 
vented  by  the  iuexecutable  laws  for  prohibiting  the  exportation  of  gold 
and  for  keeping  the  guineas  down  to  their  standard  value  from  send¬ 
ing  gold  abroad  to  the  best  market.  Even  in  England,  Scotland,  and 
Ireland  the  practice  of  lioarding  specie,  during  the  wltole  of  this  revo¬ 
lutionary  war,  Wiis  far  from  being  uncommon.  Again,  every  Eri''lislx 
olficer,  traveller,  or  merchant  that  went  abroad  endeavoured  to  carry 
with  liim  some  gold,  as  a  corps  da  reserx'e,  in  case  of  capture  by  tho 
enemy,  or  of  other  accident.  Through  all  these  causes  united  a  guinea, 
hall  guinea,  or  »e^eIi  sliilliug  piece  had  become  a  rare  sight  in  Great 
orilum. 
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mittee  could  see  no  sufficient  remedy  for  the  present, 
or  security  for  the  future,  except  the  repeal  of  the 
Suspension  Act :  this  they  thought  could  nut  safely 
be  done  at  an  earlier  period  than  two  years  from  the 
time  of  their  report ;  but  they  recommended  that 
early  provision  should  be  made  by  parliament  for  this 
purpose.”  Four  long  nights  were  spent  upon  the  dis¬ 
cussion  of  this  report.  Mr.  Horner,  who  had  thought 
that  his  theory  must  carry  conviction  to  all  candid 
minds,  was  astonished  to  find  that  the  majority  of 
the  House  was  blind  to  its  merit,  and  that  many  even 
of  his  own  friends  and  party  differed  widely  from 
him,  not  merely  as  to  the  expediency  of  attempting 
an  impracticable  change  at  a  crisis  like  the  present, 
but  as  to  the  soundness  of  several  of  his  fundamen¬ 
tal  principles.  His  opponents  insisted  that  there 
had  been  no  depreciation  of  the  paper  currency,  but 
that  gold  had  risen  in  value  ;  that  a  one  pound  bank 
note  would  still  purchase  twenty  shillings’  worth 
of  any  commodity  except  minted  gold ;  that  the 
people  neither  refused,  nor  thought  of  refusing,  hank 
notes  great  or  small ;  and  that  it  ill  became  the  le¬ 
gislature  to  throw  a  discredit  upon  bank  paper,  or 
to  shake  that  confidence  without  which  it  would  be 
impossible  to  continue  the  momentous  struggle  in 
which  we  were  engaged.  [Many  of  those  who 
voted  with  Mr.  Horner,  or  advocated  his  doctrine 
out  of  doors,  there  can  be  no  doubt,  clung  to  his 
theory  precisely  because  they  saw  that  its  adoption 
must  force  the  government  into  a  peace  svith 
France.]  Imagining  that  some  persons,  who  might 
agree  with  him  in  his  general  principles,  would  yet 
differ  from  him  in  the  practical  conclusion,  Mr. 
Horner  divided  his  resolutions.  The  theoretical 
ones  were  rejected  by  151  against  75  :  the  practi¬ 
cal  conclusion,  or  the  resolution  wliich  would  have 
restored  cash  payments  at  the  end  of  two  years,  was 
thrown  out  by  the  still  greater  majority  of  180  against 
45.  After  this  Mr.  Vansittart,  who  had  been 
assisted  by  George  Rose  and  others,  moved  a  series 
of  resolutions,  declaring  that  bank  notes  were  not 
depreciated ;  that  the  political  and  commercial  re¬ 
lations  of  the  country  with  foreign  powers  were 
sufficient  to  account  for  the  unfavourable  state  of 
the  foreign  exchanges,  and  the  high  price  of  bullion ; 
that  it  was  highly  important  that  the  restriction  on 
cash  payments  should  be  removed  whenever  it  was 
compatible  with  the  public  interest;  but  that  to  fix 
a  definite  period  earlier  than  that  of  six  months  after 
the  conclusion  of  peace  (which  period  was  already 
fixed)  would  be  highly  inexpedient  and  dangerous  : 
and  after  a  discussion  of  three  nights  more  these 
resolutions  were  all  passed  by  a  very  large  majority. 
But  the  bullionists  would  not  let  the  matter  rest 
here.  Lord  King,  who  prided  liimself  on  his 
descent  from  the  family  which  produced  the  philo¬ 
sopher  and  metaphysician  Locke,  gave  notice  to  his 
tenants,  in  a  circular  letter,  which  was  printed  and 
widely  circulated  throughout  the  country,  that  he 
would  no  longer  receive  bank  notes  at  par,  but 
that  his  rents  must  henceforward  be  paid  either  in 
English  guineas,  or  in  an  equivalent  weight  of  Por¬ 
tuguese  gold  coin,  or  in  bank  notes  amounting  to  a 
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sum  sufiBcient  to  purchase  such  an  equivalent 
weight  of  gold.  It  was  thought  at  the  time,  hy  those 
who  were  not  partakers  in  his  lordship’s  political 
antipathies,  that  Lord  King  had  no  worse  motive 
than  the  design  of  enforcing  his  own  opinion  as  a 
bullionist,  and,  perhaps,  of  annoying  the  existing 
ministers,  whom  he  reproached  more  especially  as 
enemies  to  religious  freedom,  and  the  claims  of  the 
catholics  and  dissenters  of  all  classes ;  but  that,  if 
his  aim  had  been  to  bring  about  national  bank¬ 
ruptcy,  dishonour,  and  subjugation,  he  could  not 
have  taken  more  effectual  means  to  attain  that  ob¬ 
ject.  It  was  said  that,  perhaps,  no  individual  whose 
intentions  were  not  treasonable  had  ever  before 
committed  so  mischievous  an  act.  His  example 
was  followed  by  some  other  landlords,  whose  mo¬ 
tives  were  generally  believed  to  be  much  less  disin- 
teiested  than  his  lordship’s.  The  farmers  and 
tenants  of  all  classes  were  thrown  into  consterna¬ 
tion,  for  guineas  were  not  procurable,  and  the  new 
demand  of  the  landlords  would  have  imposed  an 
increase  on  their  rents  of  from  25  to  30  per  cent. 
Fortunately  the  parliament  was  still  sitting.  The 
very  eccentric  Earl  Stanhope,  who  had  figured  so 
conspicuously  at  the  beginning  of  the  French  revo¬ 
lution,  as  a  convert  to  and  a  propagandist  of  French 
principles,  had  never  ceased  voting  with  the  oppo¬ 
sition  and  opposing  all  ministries ;  but  he  had  his 
crotchets,  and  a  pet  theory  of  his  own  about  cur¬ 
rency,  and  he  was  thus  induced  to  stand  forward, 
and  boldly  combat  the  practice  or  proposition  by 
which  Lord  King  intended  to  enforce  his  opposite 
theory.  On  the  27 th  of  June,  when  the  govern¬ 
ment  seemed  strangely  blind  to  the  doom  which 
threatened  them  and  the  country.  Stanhope  gave 
the  alarm,  and  brought  in  a  bill  for  preventing  the 
current  gold  coin  from  being  paid  for  a  greater 
value  than  twenty-one  shillings,  or  Bank  of  Eng¬ 
land  notes  from  being  received  for  any  smaller 
sum  than  they  were  issued  for ;  and  for  staying 
proceedings  upon  any  distress  by  tender  of  such 
notes.  “  The  bank,”  said  he,  “  is  one  of  the 
bottom  planks  of  the  ship  of  England,  and  woe  be 
to  us  if  we  permit  it  to  be  bored  through!”  On  the 
second  reading  of  Stanhope’s  bill  Lord  King  de¬ 
fended  his  letter  to  his  tenants,  and  his  intention  of 
proceeding  thereon.  Lord  Holland  maintained  that 
he  was  perfectly  justifiable,  as  he  was  only  dealing 
fairly  for  the  interests  of  his  own  family,  and  acting 
according  to  the  laws  of  the  land.*  Lords  Lauder¬ 
dale  and  Grenville  opposed  Earl  Stanhope’s  bill, 
and  bitterly  censured  ministers  for  countenancing 
it.  Grenville  spoke  of  the  French  revolution,  and 
of  the  Jacobin  club,  in  a  way  to  revive  the  recollec¬ 
tions  of  some  of  Stanhope’s  past  extravagancies, 
eulogizing  at  the  same  time  the  character  of  Lord 
King,  his  public  spirit,  his  extensive  information, 
his  almost  unequalled  acquaintance  with  the  subject 
under  discussion,  his  private  virtues,  his  temper, 
and  benevolence.  The  second  reading  of  the  bill 

•  Lord  Kin;,^  himself  had  said  in  the  House,  **  I  saw  no  course  left 
but  to  give  up  my  property,  or  hold  it  at  such  value  as  the  bank,  in 
its  g<*od  pleasure,  might  put  upon  it;  or  to  avail  myself  of  the  means 
which  the  law  yet  aifords  me  for  its  preservation.” 
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was,  however,  carried  by  62  against  36.  Lords 
Grenville,  Grey,  Holland,  Lansdowne,  Lauderdale, 
Essex,  Jersey,  and  Cowper  entered  their  protest 
against  it,  as  “  manifestly  tending  to  the  compulsory 
circulation  of  a  paper  currency  :  a  measure  neces¬ 
sarily  productive  of  the  most  fatal  calamities.”* 
Ministers  thought  it  expedient  to  alter  the  bill,  and 
such  was  the  extent  of  their  amendments  that  only 
about  five  lines  of  the  original  bill  were  left  unal¬ 
tered.  The  purport  and  the  effect  of  the  bill  re¬ 
mained,  however,  in  the  main: — it  declared  that 
bank  notes  should  be  taken  only  at  their  professed 
value,  and  it  deprived  the  landlord  of  his  summary 
remedy  by  distress,  wherever  tender  of  payment 
had  been  made  in  bank  notes.  On  the  third  read¬ 
ing  of  the  thus  amended  bill.  Lord  King  said  that 
this  law  would  create  additional  mischiefs  and  in- 
conveniencies  ;  that  landlords  would  now  refuse  to 
grant  leases  ;  that  the  bill  could  not  effect  the  ob¬ 
ject  which  it  professed  to  have  in  view,  or  retard 
depreciation  of  bank  notes,  &c.  Lord  Chancellor 
Eldon  insisted  that  the  claim  which  Lord  King  had 
set  forth  in  his  letter  to  his  tenants  was  oppressive 
and  unjust,  and  that  the  bill  was  necessary  to  pre¬ 
vent  such  a  grievous  oppression.  “  The  Restriction 
Act  of  1797,”  said  Eldon,  “interfered  so  far  with 
individual  contracts,  as  to  say  that  a  debtor  should 
not  be  arrested,  if  he  tendered  his  debt  in  bank 
notes ;  the  justice  of  that  enactment  has  never  been 
disputed,  and  is  it  now  to  be  said,  that  a  tenant  shall 
have  his  goods  or  stock  seized,  because  he  cannot 
pay  in  gold  which  is  not  to  be  procured  ?  .  ,  .  . 
Let  us  suppose  a  young  professional  man,  struggling 
with  the  world,  who  has  a  rent  to  pay  of  90/.  per 
annum,  and  who  has  3000/.  in  the  bank,  in  the 
3  percents.  His  lordship  demands  his  rent  in  gold, 
but  the  bank  refuses  to  pay  the  tenant  his  dividend  in 
gold.  Would  not  the  tenant  have  a  right  to  say, 

‘  As  a  public  creditor,  I  am  refused  any  other  pay¬ 
ment  than  in  bank  notes ;  but  here  is  a  legislator 
— one  of  those  by  whose  act  of  parliament  I  am 
thus  refused  to  be  paid  except  in  bank  notes — in¬ 
sisting  upon  my  paying  him  his  rent  in  gold,  which 
I  cannot  procure ;  and  because  I  cannot  procure  it 
my  goods  are  to  be  distrained  ?’  Would  not  this 
be  a  grievous  oppression  ?  Surely  so  long  as  it 
should  be  expedient  to  continue  the  Cash  Suspen¬ 
sion  Act  of  1797,  this  present  bill  must  become  a 
part  of  it :  for  otherwise  there  would  be  no  equality 
in  the  situation  of  different  contracting  parties,  nor 
would  equal  justice  be  dealt  out  to  those  who  had 
an  equal  claim  to  it ;  as  there  could  be  no  justice 
in  leaving  the  tenant,  who  had  tendered  bank  notes, 
exposed  to  be  distrained  upon  by  his  landlord, 
whilst  the  debtor  in  other  cases,  who  had  tendered 
bank  notes,  was  exempted  from  arrest. ”t  Lord 
Grenville,  who  had  been  himself  in  power,  under 

•  Lord  Holland  added  to  his  protest,  that  “  he  made  it  also,  be¬ 
cause,  in  his  judgment,  the  repeal  of  the  Cash  Suspension  Act  was  the 
only  means  which  could  cure  the  inconvenience  already  ftdt,  and 
avert  the  yet  greater  calamities  which  were  impending,  from  the  pre¬ 
sent  state  of  the  circulation  of  the  country.” 

t  Lord  Eldon  also  said,  “I  am  peculiarly  situated  with  respect  to 
this  question,  having  the  ofRcial  care  of  twenty-five  millions  of  the 
property  of  His  Majesty’s  subjects,  and  without  the  means  of  enforc¬ 
ing  the  payment  of  anv  part  of  that  sum  except  in  bank  notes.” 
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his  relative  Pitt,  when  the  original  Suspension  Act 
was  passed,  declared  that  he  had  then  considered 
it  as  a  necessary,  but  only  temporary,  measure  ;  and, 
tliough  the  necessity  was  greater  now  than  it  had 
ever  been,  he  renewed  his  hostility  to  the  present 
bill.  It  was  however  passed,  on  the  8th  of  July, 
by  43  against  16.  In  the  Commons  the  bill  was 
opposed  at  every  stage  by  Sir  Francis  Burdett,  Sir 
Samuel  Romilly,  Mr.  Brougham,  Mr.  Peter  Moore, 
and  others ;  but  it  was  eventually  carried  through 
that  House  by  majorities  of  about  four  to  one.  The 
bullionist  landlords  were  by  this  time  perfectly  well 
convinced  that  they  must  take  payment  from  their 
tenants  in  bank  notes  at  par,  or  get  no  rent  at  all ; 
the  credit  of  the  bank  was  not  injured ;  and  things 
went  on  as  before,  all  cool  and  rational  men  be¬ 
lieving  that  it  would  be  soon  enough  to  talk  of  tire 
resumption  of  cash  payments  when  the  country 
should  get  specie  to  make  them,  or  when  the  war 
should  be  well  finished.  But  on  the  continent  the 
report  of  the  Bullion  Committee,  the  letter  of  Lord 
King  to  his  tenants,  and  the  discussions  thereon  in 
parliament  and  in  the  public  prints,  made  impres¬ 
sions  which  were  thought  to  be,  and  which  pro¬ 
bably  for  a  time  were,  very  injurious  to  the  credit 
and  the  prestige  of  England.  Warned  by  two  or 
three  of  the  most  enlightened  or  the  most  honest  of 
his  advisers,  struck  by  an  appearance  of  discontent 
even  in  France,  besieged  by  importunities  and  re¬ 
presentations  from  Naples,  Leghorn,  Genoa,  Hol¬ 
land,  the  Hanse  towns,  and  the  whole  of  the  north 
of  Germany,  which  all  agreed  in  representing  that 
they  were  sinking  fast  into  poverty,  and  that  his 
continental  system  was  doing  far  more  hurt  to  the 
continent  than  to  Great  Britain ;  and  being  at  the 
same  time  startled  at  the  altered  and  almost  mena¬ 
cing  tone  of  his  late  friend  and  admirer  the  Empe¬ 
ror  Alexander,  who  was  compelled  by  the  interests 
of  his  nobility  and  landholders,  whose  superabund¬ 
ant  produce  could  be  sold  to  advantage  only  in  the 
Flnglish  markets,  to  set  his  face  against  the  Berlin 
and  Milan  decrees;  the  Emperor  Napoleon  had  se¬ 
riously  thought  of  abandoning,  or  at  the  least  relax¬ 
ing,  his  unhappy  system.  But  now  he  took  fresh 
heart ;  and,  taking  our  parliamentary  reports  and 
debates  as  good  evidence  to  the  facts,  he  thought 
that  England  was  only  two  fingers’  breadth  from 
her  ruin — a  deux  doigls  de  sa  jjerte — that  she  had 
suffered  far  more  than  the  continent,  and  that  ano¬ 
ther  year  or  two’s  perseverance  must  witness  her 
bankruptcy  and  the  triumph  of  his  system,  when  it 
would  be  an  easy  and  simple  operation  to  invade 
lier  shores,  march  an  invincible  French  army  into 
London,  change  the  selfish  and  anti-social  consti¬ 
tution  of  the  country,  and  declare  that  the  dynasty 
of  Brunswick  had  ceased  to  reign.  Long  before 
this  the  members  of  the  parliamentary  opposition, 
and  the  opposition  newspapers,  had  assured  the 
world  that  Great  Britain  was  altogether  incapable 
of  eontinuing  a  struggle  whieh  was  draining  all  her 
resources  — that  Great  Britain  was  exhausted  and 
impoverished,  and  that  every  effort  she  made 
against  the  power  and  the  will  of  France  only  hur- 
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ried  on  her  final  ruin ;  but  it  might  be  said,  as  it 
had  been  said,  that  this  was  but  the  voice  of  a  fac¬ 
tion,  and  the  hackneyed  argument  of  their  paid 
journalists.  But  here  was  a  voice  of  another  kind  ; 
here  a  committee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  com¬ 
posed  of  men  of  name  and  reputation,  and  some  of 
whom  had  recently  belonged  to  the  ministry,  had 
declared  in  a  report  to  parliament  and  to  the  whole 
country  that  the  paper  currency  was  depreciated, 
was  becoming  every  day  more  and  more  like  the 
assignats  of  the  French  revolutionists,  and  that  the 
only  remedy  that  could  be  proposed  was  the  imprae- 
ticable,  impossible  resumption  of  cash  payments  ; 
here  a  noble  lord,  who  was  lately  prime  minister, 
supports  the  principles  laid  down  in  the  report  of 
the  committee ;  here  another  noble  lord  tells  his 
tenants  that  he  will  not  take  depreciated  bank  notes 
as  payment  for  rent,  and  repudiates  the  paper  cur¬ 
rency,  and  finds  other  peers  ready  to  back  him, 
and  support  the  argument  that  a  national  bank¬ 
ruptcy  is  imminent  and  inevitable  :  these  men  have 
a  large  stake  in  the  country  ;  these  men  must  know 
better  than  we  the  real  state  and  prospects  of  their 
country.  Allans,  then !  let  us  persevere  a  little 
longer ;  let  us  burn  all  British  merchandise  wher¬ 
ever  found ;  let  us  punish  as  traitors  all  those  who 
attempt  to  introduce  British  goods  into  any  part  of 
the  continent ;  and,  for  the  triumph  of  this  great 
system,  which  is  now  working  its  effects,  let 
us  brave  and  despise  the  remonstrances  and  the 
enmity  even  of  the  Czar  Alexander  1  The  perfi¬ 
dious  Albion  has  built  upon  a  foundation  of  credit 
which  has  crumbled  under  her :  she  has  trusted  to 
paper,  and  presently  it  will  be  as  easy  to  rend  her 
in  pieees  as  to  tear  up  one  of  her  flimsy  bank  notes. 
At  the  same  moment  Bonaparte  certainly  found 
another  encouragement  to  persevere,  in  the  rage  and 
hostility  of  the  United  States  against  Great  Britain. 
In  his  metaphorical  way  he  talked  of  the  leopards  of 
England  being  chased  from  the  seas  by  the  eagle  of 
France  and  the  stripes  and  stars  of  America.  Yet, 
after  all,  the  bullionists  may  be  said,  without  per¬ 
haps  intending  it,  to  have  done  a  fatal  injury  to  the 
Emperor  of  the  French  ;  for,  through  them,  and  the 
discussions  they  provoked,  he  was  encouraged  to 
persevere,  and  even  to  attempt  to  coerce  the  czar, 
and  hence  followed  the  Russian  campaign,  and  the 
disastrous  retreat  from  Moscow. 

The  debates  on  Catholic  emancipation — a  subject 
which  was  again  agitating  Ireland  in  the  most  vio¬ 
lent  manner — will  be  noticed  in  our  Chapter  on  the 
history  of  Religion. 

Parliament  was  prorogued  by  commission  on  the 
24th  of  July.  The  speech  expressed  the  regent’s 
warm  approbation  of  the  wisdom  and  firmness 
which  the  two  Houses  had  manifested  in  enabling 
him  to  continue  the  exertions  of  the  country  in  the 
cause  of  our  allies,  and  to  prosecute  the  war  with 
increased  activity  and  vigour. 

Acting  at  their  own  discretion,  and  on  their  own 
responsibility,  our  ministers  had  sent  out  reinforce¬ 
ments  and  other  succours  to  Lord  Wellington,  at 
the  moment  when  nothing  was  settled,  and  when  it 
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seemed  doubtful  whether  they  might  not  be  dis¬ 
placed  in  four-and-twenty  hours  by  their  opponents, 
who  had  certainly  induced  people  to  believe  that 
their  first  important  proceeding  would  be  the  recal 
of  our  army  from  the  Peninsula.  In  many  parti¬ 
culars  Perceval  was  not  to  be  considered  as  a  good 
war  minister,  and  his  cabinet  was  censurable  for 
delay  and  indecision,  and  a  proneness  to  adopt  half 
measures  ;  but  their  manly  conduct  at  this  critical 
moment  entitles  them  to  the  admiration  and  grati¬ 
tude  of  those  w'ho  believe  that  it  would  have  been 
disgraceful  and  ruinous  to  abandon  the  Spaniards 
and  Portuguese,  and  that  the  only  chance,  not  only 
for  the  continent  of  Europe,  but  also  for  England 
herself,  lay  in  the  prosecution  of  the  war.  If  the 
contest  in  the  Peninsula,  which  was  draining  the 
life-blood  of  France,  had  been  given  up  at  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  1811,  there  would  have  been  no  Russian 
w'ar  in  1812;  the  Emperor  Alexander  would  have 
temporized,  and  would  have  endeavoured  to  avert 
hostilities  by  complying  with  the  will  of  Napoleon. 

Lord  Wellington’s  difficulties,  with  respect  to  the 
wilful  Portuguese  regency,  and  the  provincial  and 
other  constituted  authorities  acting  under  it,  had 
increased  rather  than  diminished.  The  prince 
regent,  who  knew  little  at  Rio  Janeiro  of  what  was 
passing  at  Lisbon,  and  who  had  never  been  distin¬ 
guished  by  perspicacity  or  political  wisdom,  seeined 
inclined  to  take  the  part  of  Principal  Souza,  with 
whom  his  lordship  had  declared  he  could  not  act, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  to  drive  from  the  Lisbon 
regency  the  only  man  in  it  with  whom  Wellington 
had  reason  to  be  satistied.  The  ill  humour  and 
pique  of  these  incompetent  statesmen  were  betrayed 
in  a  variety  of  petty  annoying  acts,  which  would 
scarcely  be  credible  if  not  related  by  the  Biitish 
general  himself.  Wherever  they  could  they  thwarted 
Lord  Wellington,  and  insulted  the  troops  he  com¬ 
manded,  though  these  troops  and  this  general  were 
the  only  real  defences  of  the  country,  and  though  the 
British  government  was  sending  millions  of  money 
to  the  Portuguese.  If,  during  the  inclement  wea¬ 
ther,  the  English  soldiers  cut  down  a  few  trees  to 
convert  into  fuel  to  cook  their  meat,  or  to  warm  and 
cheer  them  in  their  dreary  bivouacs,  the  regency, 
who  had  engaged  to  furnish  the  army  with  these 
and  other  comforts  and  indispensable  materials,  but 
who  actually  furnished  nothing,  raised  a  clamour 
almost  as  loud  and  fierce  as  that  which  proceeded 
from  the  poor  peasants  when  the  French  army 
swept  through  the  country,  ravaging  and  ravishing, 
plundering  or  burning,  or  otherwise  wantonly  de¬ 
stroying,  whatever  lay  in  their  way;  and,  when 
Wellington  was  advancing  from  his  winter  can¬ 
tonments  to  drive  Massena  back  into  Spain,  these 
gentlemen  of  the  Portuguese  regency  pestered  the 
English  general  with  complaints  about  the  soldiers 
having  cut  some  firewood  in  the  prince  regent  s 
park,  in  Salvaterra,  and  about  some  olive-trees 
having  been  cut  down,  several  months  before, 
on  the  estate  of  a  Portuguese,  at  Bucellas  the 
said  olive-trees  having  in  fact  been  used  in  the 
making  of  abattis  for  those  lines  of  Torres  Vedras 


which  had  saved  Lisbon  from  invasion  and  plun¬ 
der,  and  the  members  of  the  regency  from  captivity 
or  a  flight  across  the  Atlantic.*  At  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  year  his  lordship  saw  good  grounds  for 
believing  that  that  very  perverse  and  troublesome 
man  the  Patriarch  of  Oporto  was  assisting  Souza 
in  getting  up  an  anti-English  party,  not  only  in 
Lisbon  and  Oporto,  but  also  in  other  towns  of  the 
kingdom,  which  had  been  preserved  solely  by  Eng¬ 
lish  armies  and  English  money  from  French  con¬ 
quest  and  devastation;  and  on  the  5th  of  January 
he  expressed  to  our  ambassador  at  Lisbon  his  de¬ 
cided  opinion  that  there  was  a  regular  plot  on  foot 
against  the  English,  and  that  at  the  head  of  it  were 
the  patriarch  and  Souza,  who  wanted  to  be  able  to 
show  that  they  protested  a<^ainst  the  pretensions 
of  his  lordship  and  Mar.ffial  Beresford  to  command 
the  Portuguese  army.  His  lordship  thought  also 
that  the  continued  absence  of  Souza  and  the  patri¬ 
arch  from  the  councils  was  a  consequence  or  rather 
a  branch  of  this  plot.  These  two  men,  who  counted 
upon  popular  support,  withdrew  the  very  day  the 
re'^'ency  agreed  to  re-model  and  increase  the  taxes, 
and  to  introduce  various  economical  reforms  into 
the  various  departments  of  government,  by  dis¬ 
charging  some  of  those  sw^arms  of  employss  who 
were  living  in  absolute  idleness  in  Lisbon,  by  cur¬ 
tailing  the  salaries  of  others,  &c.,  in  order  to  em¬ 
ploy  the  money  thus  saved  in  the  defence  of  the 
country.  But  the  capital  ground  of  quarrel  and 
hatred  was  the  appropriation  of  the  English  subsi¬ 
dies,  the  regency  claiming  the  entire  control  and 
distribution  of  that  money,  and  Lord  Wellington 
insisting  that  it  should  be  under  the  control  of  the 
English  ambassador,  wdro  should  see  that  it  w  as 
strictly  applied  to  the  purposes  for  which  yiarlia- 
ment  had  voted  it,  namely,  to  pay  and  support  the 
Portuguese  army  of  30,000  men.  The  subsidy  this 
year  was  raised  from  one  to  two  millions ;  and  an 
additional  sum  of  130,000/.  per  annum  was  granted 
to  make  up  a  certain  amount  of  additional  pay  to 


•  Colonel  Garwood,  Wellington  Dispatches;  two  dispatches  to 
'harles  Stuart,  Esq.,  date<l  16th  March. 

In  one  of  these  letters  to  our  ambassador,  who  was  almost  as  much 
mbarrassed  by  the  regency  at  Lisbon  ns  our 

ations  in  the  Held,  Wellington  says,  with  his  characteristic  calmness, 

‘  In  respect  to  the  charge  of  cutting  barren  wood  in  the  royal  park  for 
aewood,  I  have  to  reply,  that  I  suppose  his  royal  highness  does  not 
iropose  that  his  Majesty’s  troops  shall  want  firewood  m  Portugal,  it 
s  reasonable  that  his  royal  highness,  as  well  as 
honld  be  paid  for  the  wood  cut  upon  liis  demesnes,  but  citliir  the 
roops  must  be  allowed  to  cut  firewood,  pa,/, rig  for  the  same,  wherever 
he  ^defence  of  his  royal  highness’s  dominions  renders  it  necessary 
hat  they  should  he  stationed,  or  they  must  be  remoied  to  the  places 
,vh«e  iLy  can  cut  firewood,  by  which  his  royal  htgdiness’s  interests 
nust  sulTer.  I  cannot  avoid  adverting  to  the  dispo^sition  manifested 
)y  tlie  Portuguese  government  to  comidiuii  of  the  coiidiitt  of  the 
British  troops%ertiinly,  in  this  instance,  without  foundation  Acts  of 
misconduct,  and  even  outrage,  1  admit,  have  been  commitled,  nit 
wver  with  impunity  in  any  instance  in  which  the  complaint  eonld  be 
substantiated ;  but  I  have  nut  yet  been  able  tu  ubtain  the  punishment  nf 
1)11/  individual  of  this  country,  be  his  crimes  what  they  may.  ll  the  Bii- 
tisii  soldiers  lia«  commitled,  as  all  soldiers  will  “mmi.  acts  of  mis¬ 
conduct,  they  have  at  le.ast  fought  bravely  for  the  country  They 
have  besides  recently  shown  commiser.ition  for  the  mi^s  oi  tunes  of 
the  people  of  this  country,  and  actually /ed  the  p,xm  inhabitants  of  all 
the  towns  in  which  they  were  cantimed  im  the  Rw  Mayor  river.  Yef  1 
have  not  heard  that  ihe  Portuguese  government 
approbation  of  tins  conduct,  very  nnusnal  in  people  of  this  class  am 
description:  nor  do  I  find  that  their  bravery  m  the  field,  their  hu 
manity,  or  tlieir  generosity,  can  induce  those  whom  they  are 
to  look  with  indulgence  at  their  failings,  or  to  draw  a  veil  met  the 
faults  of  tlie  few,  in  consideration  of  the  military  and  other  virtues  of 
the  army." 
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all  the  officers  of  the  Portuguese  army  ;  yet  through 
misapplication  of  funds,  and  through  other  proceed¬ 
ings  in  the  highest  degree  discreditable  to  the  re¬ 
gency,  whole  brigades  of  Portuguese  continued  to 
be  left  very  frequently  without  bread,  while  the 
troops  who  were  brigaded  with  the  English,  and  who 
ought  to  have  been  supplied  by  their  own  govern¬ 
ment  (by  means  of  the  money  which  our  govern¬ 
ment  sent  them),  were  left  to  be  fed  by  the  English 
commissariat.  It  was  impossible  for  the  English 
to  see  these  last  brave  and  faithful  companions  in 
arms  perish  with  hunger  by  their  side,  and  so  long 
as  the  English  fed  them  the  regency  seemed  deter¬ 
mined  to  take  no  heed.  “  I  do  not  believe,”  says 
\V’e!lington,  a  few  months  later,  “  that  there  is  any 
peculation  amongst  the  heads  of  the  government, 
but  there  is  a  gross  misapplication  of  funds.  The 
junta  de  viveres  (board  for  regulating  provisions) 
and  the  junta  of  the  arsenal  are  connected,  possi¬ 
bly  in  trade,  but  certainly  by  friendship  or  ac¬ 
quaintance,  with  all  the  merchants  and  dealers  of 
Lisbon,  and  those  who  could  best  afford  to  wait 
for  their  money  are  and  have  been  invariably  paid 
regularly  ;  whde  the  dealers  in  the  country  and  the 
officers  and  troops  wait,  and  the  former  are  irever 
paid.  .  .  .  I  have  not  leisure  to  read  long  papers, 
which  are  called  documents,  but  which  contain  not 
one  syllable  of  truth.  I  have  no  money  to  give  to 
the  Portuguese  government,  and  I  believe  it  was 
never  intended  by  our  government  that  they  should 
have  the  increased  subsidy,  till  they  shall  make  the 
necessary  alterations  in  their  military  system  to 
render  it  efficient.”*  At  the  same  time  the  co-ope¬ 
ration  or  the  diversion  which  was  to  be  made  by  the 
Spaniards  proved  any  thing  rather  than  effectual. 
In  the  course  of  two  months  the  Spaniards  lost,  with¬ 
out  sufficient  cause,  three  strongly  fortified  cities, 
together  with  various  towns  and  posts  of  less  con¬ 
sequence  ;  and  in  the  same  period  Marshal  Soult, 
whose  army  of  Andalusia  did  not  then  exceed 
30,000  men,  took  or  destroyed  above  22,000  Spanish 
troops,  t  Nor  did  failure  and  disgrace  produce  any 
modesty  or  humility  :  the  Spanish  generals,  with  the 
single  and  very  honourable  exception  of  Castanos, 
appear  to  have  occupied  themselves  in  criticising 
the  military  conduct  of  Lord  Wellington,  instead 
of  improving  their  own,  or  in  making  rhodo- 
montades  worthy  of  so  many  Sacripauti,  or  in  in¬ 
triguing  against  one  another  :  to  improve  the  dis¬ 
cipline  of  their  troops,  to  study  themselves  the  art 
ot  war,  or  any  one  of  the  arts  connected  with  it, 
seemed  to  be  held  as  an  occupation  unworthy  of  a 
Spanish  Don. 

During  the  months  of  January  and  February, 
the  armies  of  Lord  Wellington  and  Massena  in 
Portugal  remained  in  the  same  respective  posi¬ 
tions  ;  the  low  lands  being  flooded,  so  as  to 
render  field  operations  almost  impossible,  and 
the  English  general  being  determined  to  husband 
the  health  and  strength  of  his  men  and  horses. 
The  French  marshal  was  reinforced  by  the  ninth 
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corps  d''armee,  under  General  Drouet,  who  entered 
Portugal  by  the  valley  of  the  Mondego,  bringing 
with  him  a  large  convoy  of  provisions.  About  the 
same  time  Soult  received  direct  orders  from  Bona¬ 
parte  to  act  in  concert  with  Massena  by  attacking 
Portugal  south  of  the  Tagus  ;  and  a  new  French 
army  was  formed  in  the  north  of  Spain,  consist¬ 
ing  of  about  70,000  men,  and  placed  under  Mar¬ 
shal  Bessieres,  who  was  ordered  to  support  and 
furnish  all  necessary  assistance  to  the  army  of 
Portugal.  “Make  a  bridge  across  the  Tagus,  and 
let  Massena  and  Soult  form  a  junction :  in  the 
mean  time  keep  the  English  in  check,  and  make 
them  lose  men  every  day  by  engagements  of 
advanced  guards  :  their  army  is  small,  and  they 
cannot  afford  to  lose  many  men  ;  besides,  people 
in  London  are  much  alarmed  about  their  army  in 
Portugal ;  and  when  the  season  becomes  favour¬ 
able  let  the  main  operations  be  carried  on  on  the 
south  bank  of  the  Tagus.”  Thus  privately  and 
confidentially  wrote  the  Emperor  of  the  French  to 
his  marshals,  as  if  he  had  yet  to  learn  that  Lord 
Wellington  would  not  waste  away  his  army  in 
affairs  of  advanced  guards,  or  in  any  useless  skir¬ 
mishes  or  operations  whatever,  and  that,  with  his 
good  generalship  and  with  such  men,  the  small 
British  army  was  equal  to  the  duties  of  a  very 
large  one.  All  the  reinforcements  which  Perceval 
and  Lord  Liverpool  had  determined  to  send  at  their 
own  peril  did  not  exceed  7000  men,  and  these  did 
not  arrive  until  the  beginning  of  March. 

Leaving  a  large  force  to  maintain  the  blockade 
of  Cadiz,  and  other  forces  under  Sebastiani  to 
keep  the  ground  which  had  been  won  on  the  side 
of  Granada  and  Murcia,  Soult  moved  with  20,000 
men  towards  the  southern  frontier  of  Portugal  ; 
but,  before  crossing  that  frontier,  he  deemed  it  in¬ 
dispensable  to  reduce  Badajoz,  w'hich  otherwise 
would  have  been  left  in  his  rear  with  a  consider¬ 
able  Spanish  garrison.  Soult,  who  began  to  move 
nearly  two  months  before  Lord  Wellington  re¬ 
ceived  his  reinforcements,  captured  .the  fortress  of 
Oliven^a  on  the  22nd  of  January,  marched  for¬ 
ward  for  Badajoz,  defeated  a  Spanish  army  under 
General  Mendizabal  on  the  19th  of  February,  and 
then,  without  further  hindrance,  sat  down  to  be¬ 
siege  Badajoz.  Massena’s  army  had  so  eaten  up 
the  country  that  he  could  not  remain  where  he 
was.  Ilis  troops  too  were  sadly  demoralised  (in 
the  military  sense  of  the  word);  above  10,000  of 
them  were  sick  ;  and,  counting  what  remained  of 
the  convoy  which  Drouet  had  brought,  there  were 
no  more  provisions  than  would  serve  during  a 
quick  retreat  to  the  frontiers  of  Spain.  Massena 
therefore  moved  his  sick  and  baggage  by  degrees 
to  the  rear,  and,  after  demonstrations  made  in  other 
directions,  all  the  divisions  of  his  army  filed  off  in 
the  direction  of  Pombal.  Santarem  was  evacuated 
in  the  night  of  the  5th  of  March,  and  was  the  next 
morning  entered  by  the  English.  But  Massena 
had  got  a  good  start,  and  his  army  was  not  over¬ 
taken  till  the  lOlh,  when  it  was  concentrated 
on  a  table- land  in  front  of  Pombal.  There  was 
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some  skirmishing  with  our  foremost  light  division  ; 
but  the  French,  having  gained  time  for  their  bag¬ 
gage  to  file  off,  retreated  on  the  11th  through  the 
town  of  Pombal.  They  were  closely  followed.  On 
the  next  day,  the  12th  of  March,  the  English  ad¬ 
vance  found  Ney  with  Massena’s  rear-guard  posted 
on  a  high  table-land  in  front  of  the  village  of  Re- 
dinha.*  The  French — some  of  the  choicest  troops 
in  the  service  of  Bonaparte — were  greatly  favoured 
by  the  nature  of  the  ground,  w'hich,  besides  being 
steep  in  front,  was  flanked  by  some  woods,  which 
prevented  the  English  from  discovering  the  real 
amount  and  disposition  of  the  force.  As  Ney 
seemed  disposed  to  make  a  stand.  Lord  Wellington 
attacked  the  wooded  heights  upon  his  right  flank 
with  a  brigade  of  the  light  division,  headed  by  Sir 
William  Erskine,  and  ordered  Picton  to  ascend 
the  heights  upon  his  left  flank;  and,  when  both 
Erskine  and  Picton  had  completely  succeeded  in 
their  movements,  as  Ney  continued  to  keep  his 
ground,  his  lordship  formed  a  great  mass  of  troops 
in  line,  and  pushed  on  to  the  attack  in  front.  The 
French  now  made  one  general  discharge  of  mus¬ 
ketry,  which  hid  them  in  smoke,  and  thus  veiled 
they  fell  back  in  full  retreat  through  the  village  of 
Redinha,  and  joined,  that  evening,  their  main  body 
at  Condeixa,  whence  there  branch  off  two  roads, 
one  leading  to  Coimbra,  and  another  ascending  the 
valley  of  the  Mondego.  Massena  had  sent  Mont- 
brun  to  secure  (he  bridge  of  Coimbra,  intending 
to  seize  that  city,  and,  if  possible,  Oporto  also, 
and  there  wait  until  he  should  be  joined  by  rein¬ 
forcements  from  Spain.  But  Lord  Wellington 
had  foreseen  his  plans,  and  had  ordered  Colonels 
Robert  Wilson  and  Trant  with  the  Portuguese 
militia  to  protect  Oporto,  and  to  abandon  the  line 
of  the  Mondego,  which  river  was  fordable  in  many 
places,  and  to  retire  across  the  Douro.  This 
Wilson  and  Trant  did,  taking  care  to  remove  all 
the  boats  and  rafts  to  their  own  side  of  the  river. 
Coimbra  thus  seemed  abandoned  to  the  French 
retreating  army ;  but  before  quitting  that  place 
Trant  destroyed  one  arch  of  the  bridge,  placed 
guards  at  the  fords,  and  a  small  force  in  the  town, 
calculating  that  if  Coimbra  could  but  parry  a  coup 
de  main,  Massena,  with  Wellington  close  at  his 
heels,  would  not  venture  to  stay  long  on  the  left 
hank  of  the  Mondego.  Montbrun  appeared  in  the 
suburb  of  Santa  Clara  and  made  an  attempt  to 
force  the  bridge  of  Coimbra,  but  he  was  repulsed 
by  grape-shot,  and  believing  that  the  Portuguese 
militia  had  been  reinforced  by  some  English  troops 
sent  by  sea,  he  gave  up  the  attempt  in  despair. 
Upon  this  failure  Massena  changed  his  plan,  and 

*  “  The  whole  country/’  says  Lord  Wellington,  “  affords  many  ad¬ 
vantageous  posilioDs  to  a  retreating  army,  of  which  the  enemy  have 
shown  that  they  know  how  to  avail  themselves  They  are  retreating 
from  the  country,  as  they  entered  it,  in  one  solid  mass,  covering  their 
rear  on  every  march  by  the  operations  of  either  one  or  two  crrrps 
d'a}-m4e,  in  the  strong  positions  which  the  country  affords;  which 
corps  d'armde  are  closely  supported  by  the  main  body.  Before  they 
quitted  their  position  they  destroyed  a  part  of  their  cannon  and  am¬ 
munition,  and  they  have  since  blown  up  whatever  their  Hbrses  were 
unable  to  draw  away.  They  have  no  provisions  excepting  what  they 
pltinder  on  the  spot,  or, having  plundered,  what  the  soldiers  carry  on 
their  backs,  and  live ‘cattle,  ;  Letter  to  the  Earl  of 

Liverpool,  dated  Villa  Seca^  HtA  March. 


began  to  retreat  along  the  left  bank,  by  the  rough 
road  which  leads  to  Ponte  de  Murcella.  Thus 
was  Coimbra  as  well  as  Oporto  preserved.  From 
this  moment  the  retreat  of  the  French  was  hurried 
and  disastrous :  their  left  was  all  but  turned  by 
Picton’s  division,  which  crossed  the  mountains  of 
Anciao  by  a  path  which  in  other  days  would  have 
been  considered  impassable ;  their  stragglers  were 
cut  off  by  the  vindictive  peasantry  ;  their  rear  was 
often  arrested  and  sometimes  thrown  into  confusion 
by  the  British  advance.  They  augmented  the 
already  boundless  fury  of  the  Portuguese  by  the 
merciless  measures  they  adopted.  In  order  to  stop 
the  British  artillery  and  train,  Ney,  who  was  still 
in  the  rear,  set  fire  to  several  towns  and  villages; 
but  our  light  division,  pressing  forward  through 
flames  and  smoke,  or  avoiding  the  conflagration  by 
quitting  the  road  and  crossing  fields  and  groves, 
pressed  hard  upon  the  retreating  enemy,  and  pene¬ 
trated  between  their  columns.  On  a  hill  near  Casal 
Nova,  Ney  attempted  once  more  to  check  the  pur¬ 
suit  ;  but  he  was  driven  from  that  position  to  another 
by  Picton  and  Cole’s  divisions,  and  was  then  beaten 
from  hill  to  hill,  until  he  came  close  to  the 
strong  defile  of  Miranda  do  Corvo,  where  the  main 
body  of  the  French  army  was  already  posted. 
Massena,  apprehending  that  the  two  British  divi¬ 
sions  were  getting  behind  that  strong  defile,*  set 
fire  to  the  town  of  Miranda  by  night,  and  passed 
the  river  Ceira,  an  affluent  of  the  Mondego. 

“  They  destroyed  at  this  place  a  great  number  of 
carriages,  and  burned  or  otherwise  destroyed  the 
ammunition  which  they  had  carried ;  they  likewise 
burned  much  of  their  baggage;  and  the  road 
throughout  the  march  from  Miranda  was  strewed 
with  the  carcases  of  men  and  animals,  and  with 
destroyed  carriages  and  baggage.”  t  But  Ney  re¬ 
mained  behind  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Ceira,  to 
gain  time  for  the  main  army  to  file  off ;  and,  with 
his  usual  ability,  he  took  up  a  strong  position  in 
front  of  the  village  of  Fons  de  Arronce.  Here,  on 
the  afternoon  of  the  15th  of  March,  he  was  most 
vigorously  attacked  by  Pack’s  brigade,  Picton’s 
division,  a  regiment  of  hussars,  the  16th  dragoons, 
and  some  horse  artillery.  Ney’s  people  soon  gave 
ground  and  fell  into  a  panic  :  many  of  them  were 
drowned  in  attempting  to  discover  some  fords,  and 
many  were  trampled  to  death  on  a  bridge:  in  all 
500  Frenchmen  were  lost,  and  our  troops  took 
much  baggage  and  some  ammunition.  Lord  Wel¬ 
lington’s  attack  had  been  delayed  by  a  dense  fog  ; 
and  it  was  dark  night  before  the  French  were  dri¬ 
ven  from  their  last  position.  Ney  succeeded  in 
blowing  up  the  bridge  by  which  he  had  crossed 
over  ;  and,  leaving  a  small  guard  on  the  bank  of 
the  river,  he  retreated  in  the  track  of  Massena. 
The  pursuit  of  the  British  was  stopped  by  various 

•  Massena’s  fear  was  not  unfounded.  Wellington  had  as  good  as 
turnnd  his  formidable  position.  His  lordship  says  .'  “  Mcijor-gttneral 
Cole  had  joined  Major-general  Nightingall  at  I-spiuhal,  and  this 
movement,  by  wljioli  the  Deixa  was  passed,  and  which  ga^e  us  the 
power  of  turning  the  strong  position  ol  Miranda  do  Corvo,  induced  the 
enemy  to  aitandon  it  in  the  night.”— Letter  to  the  Earl  of 
lAverpnol,  dated  16lA  March. 

t  Id.,  id. 
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causes  ;  the  Ceira  was  not  fordable,  the  troops  had 
undergone  great  fatigue  for  several  days,  and  there 
was  a  great  want  of  supplies.  Some  of  the  Portu¬ 
guese  who  had  just  joined  the  main  body  of  the 
allied  army  were  starving ;  for  the  Portuguese  re¬ 
gency,  in  spite  of  the  urgent  representations  of 
Wellington  and  Beresford,  had  neglected  to  pro¬ 
vide  the  means  for  carrying  provisions  forward 
along  with  the  army.  Nothing  could  be  got  from 
the  country  where  they  were  acting,  for  that  coun¬ 
try  had  been  already  ravaged  and  exhausted  by  the 
enemy.*  The  night  of  the  15th,  and  the  whole 
day  and  night  of  the  16th,  were  lost  to  the  pursuit; 
but  on  the  I7th,  having  received  some  supplies, 
and  having  constructed  a  trestle  bridge,  the  British 
crossed  the  Ceira,  the  guard  which  Ney  had  left 
there  having  withdrawn  during  the  night.  Wel¬ 
lington  was  mortified,  and  Massena  proportionately 
encouraged,  by  the  intelligence  that  Badajoz  had 
made  a  dastardly  or  treacherous  surrender  to  Mar¬ 
shal  Soult.  Yet  neither  did  the  French  general 
cease  from  flying,  nor  did  the  English  general 
cease  from  pursuing  him.  Massena,  after  destroy¬ 
ing  the  bridge  of  Murcella,  attempted  to  make  a 
stand  on  some  high  ground  behind  the  river  Alva, 
another  affluent  of  the  Mondego,  which  was  then 
swollen  by  the  spring  rains.  Wellington  threw'  for¬ 
ward  three  divisions,  which  traversed  mountains 
by  goat-paths,  and  menaced  Massena’s  flank  and 
line  of  retreat,  and  thus  compelled  him  to  with¬ 
draw  hastily,  by  Moita,  towards  Celorico.  Lord 
Wellington  crossed  the  Alva,  and  collected  his 
army  near  Moita  on  the  19th ;  thus  compelling 
Massena  to  destroy  more  of  his  baggage  and  ammu¬ 
nition,  and  to  forsake  the  foraging  parties  w'hich  he 
had  sent  out.  Of  these  parties  above  800  men  were 
intercepted  and  made  prisoners.  They  w'ere  famish¬ 
ing  when  taken,  and  their  captors  had  little  food  to 
give  them.  This  want  of  provisions,  and  the  want 
of  draught  mules,  obliged  the  main  body  of  the 
allied  army  to  halt  at  Moita  for  several  days,  to 
wait  the  arrival  of  the  provisions  which  were  now 
coming  round  by  sea  from  Lisbon  to  the  Mondego. 
Wellington’s  light  division  and  cavalry,  however, 
continued  to  follow  the  enemy,  who  reached  Celo¬ 
rico  on  the  21st  of  March,  and  re-opened  their 
communications  with  the  garrison  they  had  left  at 
Almeida,  and  with  the  Spanish  frontier  near  Ciudad 
Rodrigo.  At  Celorico  the  headlong  retreat  of  the 
French  and  the  hot  pursuit  of  the  allies  may  pro¬ 
perly  be  said  to  have  terminated.  The  whole  re¬ 
treat  had  occupied  about  a  fortnight,  and  had  been 

•  “  It  is  literally  true,”  says  Lord  Wellington,  ”  that  General  Pack’s 
Lrigado,  and  Golomd  Ashworth’s,  h;id  nothing  to  eat  for  four  days, 
altiiough  constantly  marching  or  engaged  with  tlie  enemy.” — Id.,  id. 

At  the  same  time  the  mules  of  the  artilleiw  were  unable  to  draw  the 
guns  for  any  length  of  time  through  want  oi  food  ;  the  baggage  mules 
of  the  army  were  nearly  all  dead  of  famine,  and  the  drivers  had  neither 
been  paid  nor  fed.  Many  of  the  Portuguese  in  Pack’s  brigade  had 
dropped  out  of  tlieir  ranks  througli  hunger  and  exhaustion  :  three  of 
tliem  were  known  to  have  died  of  actual  famine  in  one  day  ;  and  it 
wa8  supposed  linit  most  of  those  who  had  lingered  behind  must  perish. 
*'  It  is  still,”  said  his  lordshij),  **  a  favourite  notion  with  some  members 
of  this  government,  that  the  Portuguese  troops  can  do  with  \ery  little 

or  no  foodl . Tliis  is  ihe  state  of  the  army  at  the  corameacement 

of  the  campaign  ;  and  I  see  clearly  that,  unless  tliis  govcrnmeiil  clwingc 
its  system,  no  remedy  w  ill  be  appli.'d,  and  the  whole  burden  of  «le- 
feiiding  this  country  will  fall  ui>oii  Great  llritaiu.” — Id.;  Letter  to 
Charles  idtuart,  Ksi^. 
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attended  by  an  amount  of  misery,  horror,  and  :rime 
rarely  surpassed — by  devastation  to  the  country, 
by  destruction  to  the  country  people,  but  by  a  still 
more  terrible  destruction  to  Massena’s  troops.  It 
was  altogether  a  more  terrific  affair  than  the  retreat 
of  1809,  for  Marshal  Soult  had  exerted  himself  in 
checking  the  ferocity  of  the  French  soldiery,  while 
Massena,  himself  ferocious  and  ruthless,  had  uot 
merely  left  the  demoralised  troops  to  follow  their 
own  evil  instincts,  but  had  also  expressly  ordered 
many  of  their  w'orst  deeds.  A  vast  deal  of  the 
mischief  committed  was  wilful  and  unnecessary. 
It  was  by  express  orders  from  Massena’s  head¬ 
quarters  that  the  town  of  Leiria  and  the  abbey  of 
Alcoba^a,  the  richest  and  most  beautiful  ecclesias¬ 
tical  edifice  in  Portugal,  and  one  of  the  rarest  and 
most  beautiful  in  the  world,  were  given  to  the 
flames.*  “  But  every  horror  that  could  make  war 
hideous  attended  this  dreadful  march.  Distress, 
conflagration,  death  in  all  modes !  from  wounds, 
from  fatigue,  from  water,  from  the  flames,  from 
starvation !  On  every  side  unlimited  violence, 
unlimited  vengeance  !”t  Lord  Wellington  him¬ 
self  bore  testimony,  in  his  official  dispatches,  to 
the  brutality  of  the  French.  “  Their  conduct 
throughout  this  retreat,”  said  he,  “  has  been 
marked  by  a  barbarity  seldom  equalled,  and  never 
surpassed.  Even  in  the  towns  of  Torres  Novas, 
Thomar,  and  Pernes,  in  which  the  head-quarters 
of  some  of  their  corps  had  been  for  four  months, 
and  in  which  the  inhabitants  had  been  invited,  by 
promises  of  good  treatment,  to  remain,  they  were 
plundered,  and  many  of  their  houses  destro)  ed,  on 
the  night  the  enemy  withdrew  from  their  position; 
and  they  have  since  burned  every  tow'n  and  village 

through  which  they  have  passed . There  is 

not  an  inhabitant  of  the  country,  of  any  class  or 
description,  who  has  had  any  dealing  or  commu¬ 
nication  with  the  French  army,  who  has  not  had 
reason  to  repent  of  it.  This  is  the  mode  in  which 
the  promises  have  been  performed,  and  the  assur¬ 
ances  have  been  fulfilled  which  were  held  out  in 
the  proclamation  of  the  French  commander-in- 
chief,  who  told  the  inhabitants  of  Portugal  that  he 
was  not  come  to  make  war  upon  them,  but,  with  a 
powerful  army  of  110,000  men,  to  drive  the  Eng¬ 
lish  into  the  sea.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  example 
of  what  has  occurred  in  this  country  will  teach  the 
people  of  this  and  of  other  nations  what  value  they 
ought  to  place  on  such  promises  and  assurances  ; 
and  show'  them  that  there  is  no  security  for  life, 
or  for  anything  which  makes  life  valuable,  excepting 
in  decided  resistance  to  the  enemy.”]; 

On  the  25th  of  March  Massena  abandoned  Ce¬ 
lorico,  but  retained  the  strong  position  of  Guarda, 
fondly  expecting  that  Soult,  after  capturingBadajoz, 

♦  For  a  ilcscrij'lion  of  this  truly  regal  monastery  and  of  the  magni¬ 
ficent  monks  who  inhabited  it,  of  the  exquisitely  hetuitiful  couutry  in 
which  it  stood,  of  its  eailie.-t  Norman  cloisters,  of  its  endless  corridors, 
of  its  panels  of  jasper  and  porphyry,  its  ptdntings,  antique  tombs,  and 
fountains — all  as  they  were  in  the  year  1794,  before  the  storm  of  tlu-se 
French  wars  Ijursl  over  Fortugal — we  refer  liie  reader  to  Hecidlectious 
of  an  Excursiim  to  the  Mmnstei'ies  of  Alcoba^  and  Batalha,  by  ihe 
Authtrrof'  P'atheh,’  1835. 

f  Napier,  Ilist.  of  War  in  the  IVninsula. 

J  Dispatcii  to  the  F.arl  of  Liverpool. 
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would  advance  through  Portugal,  and  dreading  the 
responsibility  of  abandoning  that  country  altogether 
without  orders  from  his  emperor.  A  quarrel  broke 
out  between  Massena  and  Ney  :  the  French  gar¬ 
rison  left  in  Almeida  was  cut  off  from  communica¬ 
tion  and  threatened  with  destruction  by  the  British 
and  Portuguese ;  and  Ney,  after  vainly  urging  an 
immediate  march  upon  Almeida,  threw  up  his 
command  in  disgust  and  went  to  Salamanca.  On 
the  29th  of  March  Wellington  appeared  in  force, 
and  moved  his  columns  up  the  steep  hill  of  Guarda, 
and  manoeuvred  the  French  out  of  that  formidable 
position.  Massena  went  off  towards  Sabugal  with¬ 
out  firing  a  shot,  but  with  his  rear-guard  in  ad¬ 
mirable  order.  On  the  2nd  of  April  the  British 
army  came  up  with  the  French,  who  were  then 
posted  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Coa.  The  next 
day  there  was  some  hard  fighting,  which  ended, 
after  several  vicissitudes,  in  the  enemy’s  being 
driven  from  the  bank  of  the  Coa.  This  was 
called  the  combat  of  Sabugal.  Our  light  division 
lost  about  200  men;  but  the  French  suffered  far 
more  severely,  and  were  obliged  to  abandon  more 
of  their  baggage.  Finding  that  Soult  could  not 
come,  and  that  he  could  not  maintain  himself  even 
on  the  extreme  frontier  of  Portugal  any  longer, 
Massena  retired  by  Alfayates,  Aldea  da  Ponte,  and 
Aldea  Velha,  and  on  the  Gth  of  April  crossed  the 
Agueda  into  Spain.* 

Thus  terminated  the  third  French  invasion  of 
Portugal.  Their  total  loss  had  been  immense :  in¬ 
cluding  the  sick  and  wounded,  Lord  Wellington  cal¬ 
culated  it  at  not  less  than  45,000  men.f  Massena, 

*  Tlie  toil  which  Lord  Wellington  underwent  in  following  up  this 
retreat  of  Massena  was  immense,  having  been  necessarily  increased 
by  the  strange  conduct  of  some  of  his  general  officers,  who  had  chosen 
a  very  unseemly  moment  to  ple.ad  important  priv.ate  business  and  to 
return  home.  This  conduct  was  resenled  and  criticized  as  it  deserved. 

“  I  assure  yon,”  wrote  his  lordship,  “  that  the  departure  of  the 
general  officers  from  the  army  was  as  much  against  my  inclination  as 
their  arrival  in  England  was  injurious  to  the  public  interests.  I  did 
everything  in  my  power  to  prevail  uj'On  them  not  to  go,  but  in  vain; 
and  I  acknowledge  that  It  luas  given  me  satisfaction  to  find  that  they 
liave  been  roughly  handled  in  the  newspapers.  The  consequence  of 
the  absence  of  some  of  tliem  has  been,  that  in  the  late  operations  I 
have  been  obliged  to  be  general  of  cavalry,  general  of  the  advanced 
guard,  and  the  leader  of  two  or  three  columns,  sometimes  on  the 
same  day. 

I  have  requested  Colonel  Torrens  (then  secretaiy  to  the  com¬ 
mander-in-chief  the  Duke  of  York)  not  to  allow  any  general  officer  to 
come  out  in  future  who  is  not  willing  to  declare  that  he  has  no  private 
business  to  recall  him  to  England,  and  that  he  will  remain  with  the 
army  as  long  as  it  shall  stay'in  tlie  Peninsula.” — Private  Letter  to  the 
Earl  oj  Liverpool,  dated  23rd  March, 

t  A  great  part  of  this  loss  was  from  the  Portuguese  peasantry,  who 
killed  every  straggler  whom  tliey  could  lay  tlieir  hands  upon  before 
the  heads  of  the  British  columns  eam“  up.  A  writer  of  ability  ,and 
uiKiuestiouable  veracity,  then  a  young  officer  serving  with  our  light 
division,  a  man  of  humanity  and  sensilrility,  whose  heart  had  not  been 
hardened  by  witnessing  many  horrors  in  other  countries  be.sides  Por¬ 
tugal,  has  drawn  a  fearful  picture  of  the  scenes  he  saw  with  his  own 
eves  during  M:issena’s  retreat: — 

The  Piirtnguese  peasants  killed  those  who  fell  behind  from  sick¬ 
ness,  as  w  ell  ns  those  who  straggled  for  the  purpose  of  marauding  or 
seeking  for  food ;  they  killed  the  wounded  who  were  left  behind  for 
w  atit  ol  means  of  transport,  as  well  as  those  who  dropped  down  from 
weakness  and  fatigue;  they  killed  them  with  their  knives,  or  d-ished 
out  their  brains  with  stone’s,  or  with  the  long  knobbed  sticks  which 
the  Portuguese  peasantry  carry  on  their  shoulders.  The  appearance 
of  tlie  British  advance  ftor  the  British  army  always  protected  the  pri¬ 
soners)  made  the  Portuguese  leave  their  work  of  death  at  limes  un¬ 
finished,  and  they  left  their  victims,  whom  they  generally  left  stark 
naked,  to  die  in  the  fields  right  and  left  of  our  line  of  march.  'Hie 
writer  of  this  article,  then  a  very  young  man,  speaks  from  recollec¬ 
tion.  It  was  on  the  10th  of  March,  on  the  ro.ad  from  Payalva  to 
Ponibal,  that  he  saw  the  first  dismal  traces  of  the  disastrous  defeat  of 
the  French:  bodies  of  dead  soldiers,  carts  broken  down  on  the  road, 
carcases  of  horses  and  mules:  and  from  that  time  till  he  arrived  at 
Lelorico,  on  the  29th  of  March,  there  was  hardly  a  day  on  w  hich  he 
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however,  still  counted  40,000  men  when  beyond  the 
Spanish  frontier,  besides  the  garrison  left  in  Almeida. 
Having  placed  his  army  in  cantonments  between 
the  Coa  and  the  Agueda,  and  given  his  instruc¬ 
tions  for  the  blockade  of  Almeida,  Lord  Welling¬ 
ton  set  out  for  the  south  to  see  the  state  of  affairs 
on  the  Guadiana  and  the  country  near  Badajoz. 
When  his  lordship  first  began  to  follow  the  retreat¬ 
ing  army  of  Massena,  he  had  written  to  the  Spanish 
governor  of  Badajoz  beseeching  him  to  make  a 
good  stand,  and  promising  him  speedy  assist¬ 
ance.  But  unfortunately  General  Menacho,  the 
governor,  was  killed  by  a  cannon  ball ;  and  the 
command  of  the  garrison  devolved  upon  General 
Imaz,  a  man  unworthy  of  the  trust.  On  the 
morning  of  the  9th  of  March,  Wellington — who 
was  then  at  Thomar,  and  who  had  caused  it  to  be 
announced  by  signal  and  otherwise  that  Massena 
was  retreating,  and  that  he  had  made  all  the 
arrangements  necessary  for  detaching  a  strong 
relieving  force — received  accounts  of  a  most  favour¬ 
able  nature  from  Badajoz,  which  induced  him  to 
believe  not  only  that  the  place  was  in  no  danger, 
but  that  it  was  in  fact  untouched  ;  that  its  lire 
was  superior  to  that  of  the  besiegers ;  that  it  was 
in  no  want  of  provisions  or  ammunition ;  that  it 
had  sustained  no  loss  except  that  of  General  Me¬ 
nacho,  and  that  General  Irnaz  was  a  worthy  suc¬ 
cessor  to  the  deceased  governor,  and  enjoyed  the 
full  confidence  of  the  Spaniards ;  in  short,  that 
Badajoz,  even  unaided,  was  both  able  and  likely 
to  hold  out  for  a  whole  month,  which  delay  must 
have  proved  very  disastrous  to  Marshal  Soult.  On 
that  very  day — the  9th — the  French  made  a  breach 
in  the  place  about  eighteen  feet  wide,  but  which 
was  by  no  means  practicable :  also  on  the  same 
day  Governor  Imaz  acknowledged  by  signal  the 
receipt  of  the  message  which  Wellington  sent  him; 
and  on  the  very  next  day,  the  10th  of  March,  he 
held  up  the  white  flag  and  suspended  hostilities. 
And  on  the  11th  Badajoz  was  surrendered,  the 
garrison  becoming  prisoners  of  war,  but  having 
idly  bargained  to  be  allowed  to  march  out  with  the 
honours  of  war,  honours  which  they  had  basely 

did  not  see  numbers  of  dead  bodies  scattered  about  the  fields  right 
and  left  of  the  road,  generally  naked,  most  of  whom  had  no  mark  of 
wounds  from  fire-arms,  and  had  either  died  of  disease,  of  which  many 
of  them  bore  evidence,  or  had  been  finished  by  the  peasantry.  One 
day  he  remembers  counting  them,  and  in  a  few'  liours  of  the  march  he 
reckoned  between  100  and  200,  till  he  felt  too  sick  to  reckon  any 

more . Some  of  the  poor  creatures  seemed  to  have  crawled  or 

to  have  been  dragged  out  of  the  road  to  die  behind  the  loose  stone 
w'alls  with  which  the  fields  are  enclosed  ;  and  on  looking  over  the 
stone  walls  into  the  fields,  they  were  seen  lying  in  clusters  of  three  or 
four,  or  more,  in  all  sorts  of  positions.  A  few  were  still  breatliing. 
It  was  a  liorrid  sight.  lie  also  remembers  once  or  twice  seeing  Por¬ 
tuguese  villagers,  men  and  women,  insulting  and  kicking  the  bodies 
of  dead  Frenchmen  on  tlie  road,  w'hcn  they  were  properly  reproved 
and  driven  away  by  a  British  non  commissioned  officer.  A  Portu¬ 
guese  farmer  in  the  Estrella  showed  him  the  uniforms  of  four  or  five 
Frenchmen  whom  he  liad  surprised  singly  and  killed  in  his  neigh¬ 
bourhood  during  the  winter.  It  was  chiefly  in  the  mountains  of  tlie 
Estrella  that  the  work  of  destruction  had  been  carried  on  during  the 
winter  of  1810-1 1.  The  French  marauding  parties  went  hunting  for 
provisions  in  those  sequestered  valleys,  ami  when  they  fell  u])on  a 
hamlet  or  farm-house  they  showed  no  mercy  to  the  inmates.  Some¬ 
times  in  the  mountains  they  pounced  upon  several  families  huddled 
together  in  a  cave,  with  a  provision  of  iudiau  corn  or  pulse  to  last 
them  for  the  winter.  The  males  were  soon  dispatched,  the  females 
spared  for  a  time,  but  not  in  mercy.  It  happened,  however,  at  limes 
that  these  marauding  parties  were  small,  and  were  overpowered  by 
the  peasantry,  who  then  gave  no  quarter.” — A.  Fieuaseux,  Militari/ 
Li/e  i/  ihv  Duke  of  fF ellinyum, 
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forfeited,  and  which  no  capitulation  or  compact 
and  no  earthly  power  could  restore  to  them  after 
their  despicable  conduct.  Nine  thousand  Spa¬ 
niards  surrendered  to  a  besieging  army  which  did 
not  at  that  moment  exceed  9600  infantry  and 
2000  cavalry !  The  place  was  still  strong,  and 
there  was  still  an  abundance  of  ammunition  and 
artillery.  Cowardice  and  imbecility  were  not 
deemed  sufficient  to  account  for  the  conduct  of 
Imaz.  The  British  general  had  urged  him  to 
keep  secret  the  intelligence  of  Massena’s  retreat, 
lest  by  means  of  deserters  it  should  reach  the 
enemy,  whom  his  lordship  was  in  hopes  of  finding 
engaged  in  the  siege;  yet  Imaz  published  the 
intelligence  as  soon  as  he  received  it,  stating 
moreover  that  he  did  not  believe  it,  that  it  was 
incredible  that  Massena  should  be  flying  before 
Wellington,  and,  going  still  farther  than  this,  he 
communicated  the  news  to  the  French  general.* 
The  indignation  and  astonishment  of  Lord  Wel¬ 
lington  were  great.  Marshal  Beresford,  who  com¬ 
manded  the  allied  troops  in  the  Alemtejo  in  the 
absence  of  General  Hill,  who  had  gone  home  on 
leave,  was  dafly  expecting  reinforcements  from  our 
main  army,  and  had  prepared  for  a  rapid  march 
wdiieh  must  have  forced  the  French  to  raise  the 
siege.  After  the  unexpected  fall  of  Badajoz  (it 
was  as  unexpected  to  the  besiegers  as  it  was  to  the 
English),  Soult  put  his  troops  in  motion  to  cross 
the  Guadiana  and  the  southern  frontier  of  Portugal ; 
but  intelligence  reached  him  from  Andalusia  which 
induced  him  to  give  up  the  command  to  Mortier, 
and  to  repair  with  all  haste  to  Seville.  And,  while 
Soult  had  been  engaged  in  Estremadura,  General 
Graham  t  (novv  the  veteran  and  venerable  Lord 
Lynedoch)  had  issued  from  Cadiz  with  the  greater 
part  of  the  British  and  Portuguese  garrison,  and 
had  embarked  with  the  intention  of  landing  on 
the  Andalusian  coast  and  of  throwing  himself 
upon  the  rear  of  the  French  blockading  army, 
w'hich  was  reduced  by  the  draughts  which  Soult  had 
made  upon  it  to  some  16,000  men.  The  British 
and  Portuguese,  about  4000  strong,  got  to  sea  on 
the  21st  of  February.  Graham  had  intended  to 
land  somewhere  between  Cape  Trafalgar  and 
Cape  de  Plata  on  the  Atlantic,  or  at  the  old  and 
still  essentially  Moorish  town  Tarifa,  on  the  straits 
of  Gibraltar  ;  hut,  finding  it  impracticable  to  effect 
a  landing  either  from  the  ocean  or  in  the  straits, 
he  went  farther  off,  passed  through  the  narrow 
straits  altogether,  and,  entering  the  bay  of  Gibraltar, 
landed  at  Algeciras,  which  town,  with  its  Moorish 
aqueduct,  faces  the  impregnable  rock.  From  Alge¬ 
ciras  Graham  had  to  go  back  by  land  to  Tarifa. 
The  road  between  these  tw'o  old  towns,  running 
over  mountains  and  along  the  edge  of  precipices, 

*  Lord  Welliuston’s  Dispatch  to  the  Earl  of  Liverpool,  dated  16th 
March. 

f  General  Graham  had  good  elaim  to  huth  epithets  veteran  and 
v(Mu*ral)lft  even  at  this  time.  In  IMU  he  was  in  the  sixty-lirst  year 
o(  his  age.  Yet  in  the  battle  of  Itarrosa,  and  in  the  tlreadful  marches 
which  preceded  U,  he  displayoil  all  the  activity,  all  the  spiiit,  of 
youth,  and  underv\ent  every  Inuaifl  and  fatitiue.  in  crossing  the  lake 
of  .lunda  lu*  distnonuted  from  his  horse  to  guide  and  encourage  the 
foot  soldiers,  and  lrav(»is»Ml  tlie  whole  of  the  inundated  causeway  on 
foot,  v^ith  the  water  to  his  waist,  and  at  times  almost  to  his  chin.’ 
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is  about  as  had  as  any  in  Europe — difficult  in  the 
winter  season  even  to  the  traveller  who  has  no 
other  incumbrance  than  a  light  portmanteau. 
As  it  was  impassable  for  w'heeled  carriages  of 
any  description,  Graham  sent  his  artillery  stores 
and  provisions  back  to  Tarifa  by  sea;  and  they 
were  conveyed  in  boats,  and  safely  landed  by  our 
seamen  in  spite  of  wind  and  weather.  A  Spanish 
force  1000  strong,  under  the  command  of  General 
Lapena,  came  into  the  straits  to  co-operate  with 
the  English  and  Portuguese;  and  after  being  thrice 
driven  back  the  Spaniards  reached  Tarifa,  and  dis¬ 
embarked  on  the  21th  of  February.  General 
Graham  consented  to  yield  the  superior  command 
to  Lapena,  and  to  serve  under  him  during  this  ex¬ 
pedition.  But,  wdth  one  or  two  exceptions,  it  had 
never  yet  been  found  possible  for  a  British  com¬ 
mander  and  British  troops  to  agree  with  a  Spa¬ 
nish  general  and  Spanish  troops :  differences  of 
opinion  arose  immediately,  misunderstanding  of 
intentions  followed,  and  these  evil  influences  ap¬ 
pear  to  have  increased  during  the  march  from 
Tarifa  to  the  neighbourhood  of  the  French  posi¬ 
tions.  The  road  continued  to  he  execrably  bad  : 
after  the  mountains  (high  offshoots  from  the  Sierra 
de  Ronda)  had  been  crossed,  the  army  had  to 
traverse  a  spacious  plain,  which,  in  many  parts, 
may  be  compared  to  the  Pontine  marshes,  for  it  is 
intersected  with  innumerable  streams  running  in 
all  directions ;  it  has  an  immense  mere  (called  the 
lake  of  Junda),  a  lake  at  this  time  of  the  year, 
hut  in  summer,  for  the  greater  part,  a  muddy, 
slimy,  pestiferous  hog,  across  which  a  highroad 
runs  over  an  artificial  causew’ay.  In  this  plain, 
at  Veger,  about  midway  between  Tarifa  and  the 
bay  of  Cadiz,  the  French  had  an  outpost  of  in¬ 
fantry  and  cavalry  ;  and  a  little  further  on,  on  the 
road  to  Medina  Sidonia,  they  had  a  small  fort. 
Lapena  intended  to  surprise  both  these  posts ;  but 
his  measures  were  so  ill  taken  that  there  was  no 
surprise  at  all.  The  posts  were,  however,  carried 
by  lighting,  and  at  the  fort  the  French  lost  sixty 
or  seventy  men  in  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners, 
and  abandoned  their  two  cannons  and  all  their 
stores.  At  this  point  Lapena  w’as  joined  by  1600 
men  from  the  so-called  army  of  St.  Roques.  The 
whole  allied  force  now  amounted  to  11,200  foot 
and  800  horse  ;  hut,  instead  of  being  kept  united, 
it  was  divided  into  three  or  four  columns,  which 
pursued  different  lines  of  road,  or  marched  at  con¬ 
siderable  distances  from  each  other.  They  had 
twenty-four  pieces  of  artillery;  hut  this  good  train 
was  divided  like  the  rest  of  the  force.  V ictor,  who 
was  in  command  of  the  French  army  in  front  of 
Cadiz,  was  alarmed  at  the  approach  of  the  enemy 
on  his  rear;  hut  this  approach  was  far  from  being 
so  rapid  as  it  might  have  been,  even  after  making 
every  allowance  for  the  difficulties  of  the  road ; 
and  the  French  general  appears  to  have  had  timely 
notice  of  the  whole  plan,  and  of  every  movement 
of  the  allies.  He  reinforced  General  Cassagne,  who 
occupied  the  town  of  Medina  Sidonia,  and  he  took 
post  himself,  with  ten  battalions,  between  Medina 
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Sidonia  and  Chiclana.  As  Victor  made  this  move¬ 
ment,  the  Spanish  camp-marshal,  de  Zayas,  quitted 
the  Isle  of  Leon,  threw  a  body  of  troops  over  the 
Santi  Petri,  and  menaced  the  extreme  left  of  the 
French  lines;  and,  although  vigorously  attacked 
by  the  French  general  Villatte,  de  Zayas  kept 
his  ground  manfully,  repulsing  his  assailants  with 
loss.  Upon  this  Victor  marched  back  towards 
Chiclana,  and  ordered  Cassagne  to  join  him ;  for 
he  now  expected  nothing  less  than  that  the  allied 
army,  united  and  led  on  by  Lapeha,  would  make  a 
concentrated  and  vigorous  attack  on  the  left  of  his 
positions,  break  through  his  lines,  give  the  hand 
to  de  Zayas,  receive  supplies  and  further  reinforce¬ 
ments  from  the  Isle  of  Leon  and  from  the  city  of 
Cadiz,  and  thus  compel  the  French  to  raise  their 
siege,  or  blockade,  for  good  and  all.  But  an  excess 
of  caution  made  Lapena  slower  even  than  he  had 
been  before ;  much  time  was  lost  in  crossing  the 
lake  of  Junda  by  the  narrow  wretched  causeway, 
which  was  then  three  or  four,  and  in  some  places 
more,  feet  under  water ;  the  allied  army  was  not 
concentrated  ;  and,  when  General  Graham  reached 
the  heights  of  Barrosa,  he  found  them  abandoned 
by  a  Spanish  division  which  ought  to  have  held 
them,  and  in  possession  of  Marshal  Victor,  who 
was  covering  them  with  8000  men  and  a  formi¬ 
dable  artillery.  It  was  imperatively  necessary  to 
recover  these  heights,  for  if  they  remained  in  the 
hands  of  the  French  there  could  have  been  neither 
an  advance  nor  a  safe  retreat,  but  the  allied  forces 
must  have  been  involved  in  one  common  ruin.  Gra¬ 
ham  therefore  boldly  marched  up  the  slopes  of  Bar¬ 
rosa,  in  the  teeth  of  a  terrible  tire  of  artillery  and 
musketry,  and,  with  4000  British  and  I’ortuguese, 
joined  battle  on  the  narrow  ridge  of  the  hill  with 
double  the  number  of  veteran  French  troops.  The 
combat  was  fierce  and  bloody,  but  not  of  long 
duration  ;  the  hill  top  and  the  hill  sides  were  swept 
by  the  British  bayonets ;  an  imperial  eagle  (the 
first  which  the  English  had  taken)  was  captured 
from  one  of  the  most  famed  regiments  in  Bona- 
jiarte’s  army.  Tne  French,  after  being  driven 
down  the  heights,  were  pursued  across  a  valley ; 
the  reserve  which  they  had  formed  beyond  that 
valley  was  broken  and  completly  routed ;  the 
French  general  Ruffin  (whose  proper  name  would 
have  been  Ruffian)  was  wounded  and  taken. 
General  Bellegarde  was  killed.  General  Rousseau 
was  mortally  wounded,  and  in  less  than  an  hour 
and  a  half  Victor  w'as  in  full  retreat.  The  victory 
had  been  dearly  bought ;  out  of  Graham’s  4000 
men,  1243  were  killed  or  wounded.  But  the 
French  loss,  including  440  that  were  taken  pri¬ 
soners,  was  estimated  at  more  than  3000.  During 
this  terrible  and  heroic  struggle,  Lapena  was  lying 
three  or  four  miles  off,  and  was  sustaining  a  not 
verv  formidable  attack  from  General  Villatte :  the 
cavalry  was  engaged  at  a  distance,  or  was  ma- 
nceuvring  in  another  direction  ;  thus  the  British 
received  no  support  from  the  Spaniards  during  the 
unequal  combat,  and  at  its  glorious  termination 
the  want  of  horse  prevented  Graham  from  giving 


a  pursuit  which  must  have  proved  very  destructive 
to  the  French.*  But,  except  the  honour  gained  to 
our  arms,  no  important  result  followed  the  battle 
of  Barrosa,  which  was  fought  on  the  5th  of  March. 
Lapeha  would  undertake  nothing  against  the  re¬ 
treating  disheartened  French ;  and  Graham,  in 
disgust,  marched  to  the  bridge  which  de  Zayas 
had  thrown  over  the  Santi  Petri,  and  retired  into 
the  Isle  of  Leon.  Lapeha  now  professed  a  great 
eagerness  for  action,  but  he  declared  that  he  could 
do  nothing  unless  Graham  should  quit  the  Isla 
and  join  him,  and  he  remained  in  his  camp  doing 
nothing  at  all.  In  this  interval  Admiral  Keats 
landed  some  of  his  British  seamen  and  marines, 
and  these  brisk  fellows  stormed  two  French  re¬ 
doubts,  and  dismantled  all  the  sea-defences  and 
batteries  on  the  bay  of  Cadiz,  from  Rota  to  Santa 
Maria,  except  Catalina,  which  was  found  too  strong 
to  be  carried  by  a  coup  de  main  by  only  two  or 
three  hundred  men.  At  last  Victor,  who,  after  his 
defeat  at  Barrosa,  had  fully  expected  to  be  obliged 
to  raise  the  blockade  of  Cadiz,  or  to  find  all  his 
works  destroyed  or  rendered  useless,  returned  to 
his  old  lines  ;  and  thereupon  Lapena  crossed  over 
to  the  Isle  of  Leon,  destroyed  the  temporary  bridge 
which  de  Zayas  had  erected,  and  left  the  French, 
without  hindrance  or  molestation,  to  re-establish 
the  blockade.  But,  when  Soult  so  hastily  quitted 
Badajoz  and  the  banks  of  the  Guadiana,  he  saw 
little  prospect  of  such  a  termination  to  the  expedi¬ 
tion  of  Graham  and  Lapena :  from  Seville  he 
ordered  Sebastiani,  who  had  turned  a  deaf  ear  to 
the  entreaties  of  Victor,  to  reinforce  the  blockading 
army  ;  and  he  called  upon  the  French  government 
at  Madrid,  and  upon  Marshal  Bessieres  in  the 
North,  to  strengthen,  at  one  and  the  same  time,  the 
forces  in  Andalusia  and  in  Spanish  Estremadura, 
and  the  army  of  Portugal  under  Massena,  who 
had  now  retreated  as  far  as  Salamanca.  Mortier, 
to  whom  Soult  had  left  the  command  of  the  corps 
d’armbe  in  Estremadura,  advanced  from  Badajoz, 
crossed  the  southern  frontier  of  Portugal,  and  laid 
siege  to  Campo  Mayor,  an  old  weak  place  garri- 

*  Lord  Wellin^on  thus  expressed  his  opinion  of  the  battle  of  Bar¬ 
rosa,  in  a  warm,  friendly  lelt^-r  addressed  to  General  Graham  on  the 
25th  of  March: — “  I  beg  to  congratulate  you  and  the  brave  troop.s 
under  your  command  on  the  signal  victory  whicii  you  gained  on  the 
5th  instant.  I  have  no  doubt  whatever  that  their  succes-.  would  have 
had  the  effect  of  raising  the  siege  of  Cadiz,  if  the  Spanish  corps  had 
made  any  effort  to  assist  them  ;  and  I  am  equally  certain,  from  your 
account  of  the  ground,  tliat  if  you  had  not  decided  Wiih  tiie  utmost 
promptitude  to  attack  llie  enemy,  and  if  your  attack  had  not  been  a 
most  vigorous  one,  tlie  whole  allied  army  would  have  been  lost.  You 
have  to  regret  that  such  a  victory  should  not  have  been  followed  by 
all  the  consequences  which  might  reasonably  be  expected  liomit; 
but  you  may  console  yourself  with  the  reflection  that  you  did  your 
utmost,  and,  at  all  events,  saved  the  allied  armies;  and  that  the 
failure  in  the  extent  of  benefit  to  be  derived  from  your  exertions  is  to 
be  aitributed  to  those  who  would  have  derived  moat  advantage  from 
them.  The  conduct  of  the  Spaniards  througliout  this  expedition  is 
precisely  the  same  as  I  have  ever  observed  it  lo  be.  They  march  the 
troops  night  and  day,  without  provisions  or  rest,  and  abusing  every¬ 
body  who  proposes  a  moment's  delay  to  afford  either  to  llie  famished 
and  fatigued  soldiers.  They  reach  the  enemy  in  such  a  state  os  lo  be 
unable  to  make  any  exertion  or  to  execute  any  plan,  even  if  any  plan 
had  been  formed  ;  and  then,  when  the  moment  of  action  arrives,  they 
arc  totally  incapable  of  movement,  and  they  staml  by  to  see  their 
allies  desiroyed,  and  afterwards  abuse  them  bt*cause  they  do  not  con¬ 
tinue,  uusupi)Oited,  exertions  to  which  human  nature  is  noi  equal.  I 
concur  in  the  propriety  of  your  w  ithdrawing  to  the  Isla  (m  the  0th,  as 
inucU  as  1  admire  the  promptitude  and  detenninutiou  of  your  attack 
of  the  6th;  and  I  miost  sincerely  congratulate  you  and  the  brave 
troops  under  sour  couiuiaiid  ou  your  sucqes.s.” — Coimid  Guriwod, 
H'dlington  Vi^paiches. 
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soned  by  only  a  few  hundred  men.  But  the  com¬ 
mandant,  a  Portuguese  officer  of  artillery,  made  a 
better  stand  in  this  weak  place  than  the  Spaniard 
Imaz  had  made  within  the  strong  defences  of 
Badajoz;  he  defended  himself  bravely  for  eleven 
days,  until  his  few  serviceable  guns  were  dis¬ 
mounted  and  a  wide  practicable  breach  made  in 
the  walls ;  and  even  then  he  demanded  and  ob¬ 
tained  from  Mortier  four  and  twenty  hours  more 
to  wait  for  succour,  for  the  true-hearted  Portuguese 
knew  that  Marshal  Beresford  was  coming  fast  down 
to  that  frontier,  and  that  every  day,  every  hour 
gained,  was  of  importance.  Rapidly  as  he  was 
moving,  Beresford  could  not  arrive  in  time  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  surrender  of  Campo  Mayor;  but  Mortier 
had  scarcely  established  himself  in  that  place, 
when  Beresford,  having  received  the  reinforcements 
which  Wellington  sent  him  from  the  north,  ap¬ 
peared  in  the  neighbourhood  at  the  head  of  22,000 
men ;  and  at  this  unwelcome  appearance  the 
French  (on  the  25th  of  March)  hastily  evacuated 
Campo  Mayor  and  retreated  to  Badajoz,  pursued 
all  the  way  by  the  British  cavalry.  Beresford’s 
orders  from  Wellington  were  to  invest  Badajoz 
before  the  French  could  provision  it,  and  repair 
and  improve  its  works.  His  lordship  had  repeat¬ 
edly  represented  to  the  authorities  on  either  side  of 
the  frontier — to  the  Spaniards  as  well  as  the  Por¬ 
tuguese — the  necessity  of  collecting  boats  or  mate¬ 
rials  wherewith  to  construct  a  movable  temporary 
bridge  across  the  Guadiana ;  but  these  representa¬ 
tions  had  met  with  the  usual  attention,  and  on  this 
account  the  safety  of  the  whole  allied  army  was 
repeatedly  put  in  jeopardy.  After  Mortier  and 
our  cavalry  in  pursuit  of  him  had  crossed,  the 
river  suddenly  rose  from  three  to  four  feet,  thus 
rendering  the  fords  impassable,  and  the  construc¬ 
tion  of  a  trestle  bridge  more  difficult.  The  neigh¬ 
bouring  country  too  was  so  bare  of  timber,  that 
none  but  small  spars  could  be  procured.  With 
almost  incredible  pains  Marshal  Beresford  did, 
how^ever,  construct  a  sort  of  bridge,  partly  made  of 
boats  and  block-tin  pontoons,  and  partly  of  trestles ; 
and  on  the  5th  of  April,  in  the  afternoon,  the  troops 
began  to  cross  over,  a  very  few  men  at  a  time.  So 
slow  was  this  operation,  and  so  precarious  the 
bridge,  that  it  took  the  array  more  than  three  days 
to  get  over;  for,  although  there  was  not  an  hour’s 
intermission,  it  was  not  until  midnight  on  the  8th 
that  Beresford  collected  all  his  troops  on  the 
opposite  bank.  If  the  French  had  kept  their 
ground  or  had  returned  from  Badajoz,  the  opera¬ 
tion  must  have  been  altogether  impracticable,  and 
a  part  of  the  allied  army  must  have  been  captured 
or  destroyed ;  but  the  invaders  seemed  to  have  lost 
all  spirit  and  confidence,  and  just  at  this  moment 
Mortier  withdrew  from  the  contest,  and  gave  up 
the  command  to  Latour  Maubourg.  Between  the 
9th  and  the  15th  of  April  the  British  recovered  the 
fortress  of  01iven(;a,  and  two  or  three  important 
positions  on  the  Valverde  river.  It  was  exjjeeted 
that  the  enemy  would  have  made  an  attempt  either 
to  cover  or  to  relieve  Olivenca  ;  but  they  merely 
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gathered  at  Albuera,  and  then  retired  from  that 
ground  at  the  first  approach  of  the  British  army. 
It  was  on  the  20th  of  April  that  Lord  Wellington 
arrived  from  the  northern  frontier  at  Beresford’s 
head-quarters  :  he  lost  no  time  in  reconnoitring 
Badajoz,  and  he  ordered  immediate  operations 
against  that  place,  which  must  be  taken  quickly  or 
not  at  all.  The  loss  of  Badajoz  (that  shameful 
loss  !)  had  been  a  most  unexpected  and  very  severe 
blow  to  his  lordship,  and  he  considered  its  recap¬ 
ture  as  essential  to  his  future  operations  ;  for  so 
long  as  the  French  held  that  fortress  the  southern 
frontier  of  Portugal  lay  open  to  them  ;  and  his 
lordship,  besides,  had  formed  the  plan  of  advancing 
boldly  into  the  heart  of  Spain,  so  as  to  force  the 
French  to  abandon  at  least  Andalusia.  He  knew 
the  uneertainty  and  the  danger  of  the  siege,  but  for 
so  important  an  object  something  must  be  risked. 
While  making  the  necessary  preparations  for  the 
siege  of  Badajoz,  which  he  would  have  directed  in 
person,  if  it  had  been  possible,  Wellington  was  re¬ 
called  to  the  north  by  the  intelligence  he  received 
of  Massena’s  movements.  Something,  though  not 
much,  had  been  expected  from  the  Spaniards,  who 
had  a  regular  army — or  what  they  called  sueh — 
in  Gallicia  and  Leon,  and  numerous  bands  of 
guerillas  in  the  country  behind  Salamanca  and  in 
other  parts  of  the  north-western  provinces  of  their 
kingdom  ;  and  these  forces  might  have  been  com¬ 
petent  to  interrupt  the  arrival  of  Massena’s  rein¬ 
forcement  and  sujiplies,  and  to  cause  him  some  loss, 
if  not  some  serious  delay  on  his  march  from  Sala¬ 
manca  back  to  Ciudad  Rodrigo  and  the  northern 
frontier  of  Portugal.  But  the  Spanish  forces  did 
nothing,  or  nothing  that  was  of  any  avail;  and  the 
defeated  French  marshal,  having  been  allowed  to 
recruit  and  do  what  he  chose  at  Salamanca,  was 
now  in  full  and  undisturbed  march  for  the  ground 
he  had  quitted  on  the  Coa,  holding  it  as  important 
to  relieve  the  French  garrison  left  in  Almeida  as 
Wellington  and  Beresford  held  it  to  recover  Ba¬ 
dajoz.  The  British  commander-in-chief  was  back 
again  on  the  Coa  by  the  28th  of  April,  making  the 
best  dispositions  to  prevent  the  relief  of  Almeida, 
and  to  drive  Massena  back  once  more. 

On  the  2nd  of  May  the  French  marshal,  having 
been  joined  by  some  fresh  cavalry  sent  to  him  by 
Bessieres,  moved  from  Ciudad  Rodrigo,  crossed 
the  Agueda,  and  entered  Portugal  with  40,000 
foot,  5000  horse,  and  30  pieces  of  artillery.  He 
had  declared  to  Bessieres  that  it  would  be  a  shame 
and  disgrace  to  allow  Almeida  to  surrender  to  the 
English  in  the  presence  of  two  marshals  of  the 
empire.  Lord  Wellington,  fully  aware  of  the  in¬ 
tention  of  relieving  Almeida  at  all  hazards,  deter¬ 
mined  to  fight  another  battle  rather  than  give  up 
the  blockade  of  that  place.  The  reinforcements 
sent  down  to  the  south  to  Marshal  Beresford  had 
so  weakened  our  main  army,  that  his  lordship  had 
only  32,000  foot  and  1200  horse  to  oppose  to 
Massena.  The  countrw',  too,  near  Almeida  was  in 
good  part  very  favourable  to  the  operations  of 
cavalry,  in  which  arm  Wellington  was  most  deli- 


CIVIL  AND  MILITARY  TRANSACTIONS  1811. 


485 


Chap.  L] 

cient.  Moreover,  in  order  to  maintain  the  blockade 
and  prevent  all  access  to  or  egress  from  the  Por¬ 
tuguese  fortress,  his  lordship  was  obliged  to  leave 
a  mass  of  troops  under  Almeida,  and  to  extend  his 
lines  for  seven  long  miles,  from  the  river  Turones 
to  the  river  Das  Casas  (two  affluents  of  the 
Agueda),  having  his  left  on  Fort  Concepcion,  his 
centre  opposite  the  village  of  Almeida,  and  his 
right  at  the  village  of  Fuentes  de  Onoro.  This 
extended  position  was  on  a  low  and  open  table¬ 
land,  between  the  two  parallel  streams,  the  Turones 
and  Das  Casas :  the  river  Coa,  which  had  been 
crossed,  flowed  in  the  rear,  and  there  was  only 
one  bridge  whereby  to  cross  it  in  case  of  a  retreat 
— the  bridge  of  Gastello  Bom.  The  ground  was 
openest  on  the  side  of  Fuentes  de  Onoro,  which 
village  soon  merited  its  name — “  the  Fountains  of 
Honour,” — and  there  Massena  resolved  to  attack  in 
great  force,  hoping  to  gain  the  village,  turn  Lord 
Wellington’s  right,  push  it  upon  its  centre,  and 
then  drive  the  whole  of  that  army  back  upon  the 
Coa  and  the  one  narrow  and  perilous  bridge. 
Towards  evening,  on  the  3rd  of  May,  the  French 
left,  under  cover  of  a  hot  cannonade  from  a  ridge 
which  commanded  the  village,  made  a  resolute 
assault  upon  Fuentes  de  Onoro.  They  carried  the 
lower  part  of  the  village,  and  drove  the  English  to 
the  upper  part,  where  the  defence  w'as,  for  a  time, 
confined  to  a  few  strong  houses  and  a  chapel  that 
stood  upon  a  rock.  But  Wellington,  at  the  oppor¬ 
tune  moment,  sent  down  a  fresh  brigade,  and  the 
confident  assailants  were  driven  back  at  the  point 
of  the  bayonet.  Massena  fed  his  column  of  attack 
with  more  and  more  reinforcements,  and  the 
struggle  in  the  narrow  streets  of  the  village  was 
tremendous.  Repeatedly  bayonets  were  crossed 
(that  very  rare  occurrence  in  war),  the  French 
and  English  being  occasionally  intermixed.  But 
no  French  troops  ever  yet  stood  such  a  contest ; 
and  the  assailants  were  soon  driven  out  of  the 
lower  part  of  the  village  and  across  the  Das  Casas 
river.  Completely  foiled  in  this  effort  Massena 
passed  all  the  following  day  in  reconnoitring  and  in 
making  plans  of  attack,  which  were  all  foreseen  by 
Wellington  and  provided  for.  In  the  course  of 
that  day  Marshal  Bessieres,  who  had  joined  Mas¬ 
sena  with  a  body  of  Bonaparte’s  imperial  guards, 
reconnoitred  also,  declaring  to  his  impatient  and 
irritated  colleague,  that  great  caution  and  circum¬ 
spection  would  be  necessary  against  a  commander 
so  skilful  and  troops  so  steady  as  those  now  before 
them.  On  the  morrow,  the  5th  of  May,  as  early 
as  three  o’clock,  the  French  columns  were  in 
motion,  and  at  about  six  Massena  made  a  grand 
attack  on  the  British  right  -with  the  greater  part  of 
his  army,  including  the  entire  mass  of  his  cavalry. 
In  executing  some  necessary  movements  upon  the 
open  ground  the  British  light  division  suffered 
rather  severely  from  the  charge  of  the  French  horse, 
led  on  by  Montbrun,  and  there  was  one  terribly 
critical  moment;  but  General  Craufurd  got  his 
division  into  squares,  Montbrun  drew  his  bridle- 
rein,  and  the  French  horse  wheeled  round  on  the 


plain  and  retired  from  the  compact  masses  and  the 
murderous  fire  of  the  British  infantry ;  and,  though 
Massena  commenced  a  heavy  cannonade  which 
did  great  execution,  twelve  British  guns  were  ])lied 
with  such  vigour  that  his  fire  soon  slackened. 
After  this  the  French  marshals  were  foiled  in 
everything  they  attempted ;  no  feint,  no  move¬ 
ment  or  manoeuvre  whatsoever,  produced  any  visible 
effect.  All  the  troops  wdiich  Wellington  considered 
it  necessary  to  wdthdraw  from  his  extreme  right 
and  centre  to  concentrate  on  his  right,  the  object  of 
Massena’s  grand  attack,  were  withdrawn  and  con¬ 
centrated,  a  new  front  was  formed,  and  it  was  so 
deeply  lined  with  troops  as  to  strike  Massena’s  heart 
with  despair.  The  village  of  Fuentes  de  Onoro,  again 
attacked  with  excessive  fury  and  obstinacy,  was 
again  defended  as  stoutly  as  it  had  been  on  the  3rd. 
Again  there  seemed  different  shiftings  and  changes 
of  fortune ;  early  in  the  contest  that  noble  High¬ 
lander,  Colonel  Cameron,  was  mortally  wounded, 
and  three  brave  regiments  were  driven  from  the 
lower  parts  of  the  village  by  an  attacking  column 
of  tremendous  strength :  at  one  time  the  very 
chapel  on  the  rock  above  the  upper  part  of  the  vil¬ 
lage  was  abandoned ;  but  Colonel  Mackinnon  came 
up  -with  his  brigade; — “  Wild  from  the  plaided 
ranks  the  yell  was  given ;” — the  Highlanders 
rushed  on  to  take  vengeance  for  the  fall  of  Cameron, 
and  the  entire  village  was  recovered  and  cleared  of 
all  the  French,  save  their  dead  and  their  badly 
wounded.  The  battle  was  prolonged  in  and  round 
the  village  till  the  fall  of  evening,  when  the  French 
again  crossed  the  stream  and  retired  the  distance 
of  a  cannon  shot  from  its  bank.  Their  generals 
had  committed  various  military  blunders,  but  on 
the  British  side  there  does  not  appear  to  have  been 
a  single  mistake.  Our  total  loss  was  235  killed, 
1234  wounded,  and  317  missing  or  prisoners. 
The  loss  of  the  French  was  much  greater  :  400  of 
their  dead  were  counted  in  the  village  of  Fuentes 
de  Onoro  alone,  strewing  the  streets  or  piled  upon 
one  another  ;  many  prisoners  were  taken,  and  in¬ 
tercepted  letters  showed  that  as  many  as  2000  or 
3000,  or  by  some  accounts  4000,  had  been  wounded 
either  in  the  attacks  on  the  village  on  the  3rd  or  in 
this  more  general  affair  of  the  5th.  The  battle  of 
Fuentes  de  Onoro  was  of  importance  in  the  eyes  of 
the  world  and  to  the  military  fame  of  our  country, 
by  being  a  regular  pitched  battle,  fought  by  the 
British  in  a  position  (forced  upon  Wellington, 
unless  he  left  Almeida  open  to  Massena)  of  no 
particular  strength,  and,  indeed,  weak  at  one  point, 
and  with  a  very  inferior  force.  A  good  part  of  the 
disciplined  Portuguese  were  away  in  the  south 
with  Beresford,  so  that  the  great  majority  of  the 
troops  engaged  were  British.  The  British  5th 
and  6th  divisions  were  posted  oh  the  left  to  protect 
the  blockade,  and,  being  observed  all  the  time  by 
an  entire  French  corps,  they  could  take  no  part 
in  the  engagement.  There  were  only  four  Bri¬ 
tish  divisions  of  infantry,  one  Portuguese  brigade, 
and  about  1000  horse  actually  engaged  against 
three  French  corps  of  infantry  and  nearly  5000 
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cavalry ;  for  Montbrun,  expecting  to  decide  the 
battle  by  that  one  conp,  charged  with  all  his  squa¬ 
drons  and  w'ith  almost  every  horse  he  had.*  Mas- 
sena  fought  the  battle  for  the  purpose  of  relieving 
Almeida,  but  he  failed  completely,  and,  a  few  days 
after,  that  place  was  evacuated  by  the  French  gar¬ 
rison,  who  blew  up  some  of  the  w'orks,  fled  by 
night,  and,  getting  across  the  Agueda,  joined  their 
main  army,  though  not  without  the  loss  of  400 
men,  the  third  part  of  their  entire  force,  and  the 
loss  of  their  artillery,  ammunition,  baggage,  and 
everything  they  possessed  except  the  ragged  clothes 
on  their  backs,  their  side-arms,  and  muskets. 
Many  prisoners  also  were  brought  in,  and,  but  for 
some  neg'ligence  on  the  part  of  our  blockading  divi¬ 
sions,  scarcely  a  man  of  that  garrison  could  have 
escaped.!  Bonaparte,  before  this,  had  become 
convinced  that  Massena  was  not  the  man  to  drive 
Wellington  out  of  Portugal,  and  he  had  sent  Mar¬ 
shal  Marmont  to  supersede  him.  The  order  by 
which  the  former  favourite  of  fortune  was  ordered 
to  give  up  the  command  to  a  much  younger  and 
less  celebrated  officer  wms  harsh,  ungenerous,  un¬ 
feeling  ;  but  Massena  had  but  slight  claims  to  the 
sympathy  of  any  one,  and  this  measure  w'as  what  w'as 
meted  by  Bonaparte  to  nearly  all  his  unsuccessful 
generals.  The  ex-commander-in- chief  of  the  army 
of  Portugal  was  allow'ed  to  take  with  him  to  France 
only  his  son  and  one  aide-de-camp. |  Nearly  at 
the  same  time  Marshal  Ney,  General  Junot,  and 
Loison  repaired  to  Paris,  whither  King  Joseph  had 
gone  before  them.  These  generals  all  left  behind 
them  evil  names,  and  carried  with  them  jealousies 
and  fierce  recriminations  of  one  another,  loud  accu¬ 
sations  of  Joseph’s  ministers  and  advisers,  softer 
complaints  against  the  government  of  Paris  and 
even  the  emperor  himself,  and  the  common  deter¬ 
mination  to  excuse,  every  man  of  them,  his  own 
conduct,  by  imputing  misconduct  to  others.  La 
guerre  (T Espagiw,  a  wmrd  of  ill  omen  before  their 
return,  took  a  more  sinister  sound  and  significa- 

♦  Colonel  Gunvooti,  WelUnj^ton  Dispatches. — Napier,  Hist,  of  War 
in  the  Pellin^ula. — Major  Sheier,  Memoirs  of  the  Duke  of  Welling¬ 
ton. — A.  Vieusseux.  Military  Life  of  Wellington. 

A  few  days  after  the  battle,  in  a  letter  addressed  to  Mr.  Perceval, 
the  premier,  thiiiikiug  him  for  his  attention  to  his  recommendation  in 
favour  of  Ids  friends  the  Portuguese.  ‘‘  who  really  desened  the  gene¬ 
rosity  of  the  people  of  Etighind,”  Lord  Wellington  again  mentiotis 
tlie  humanity  and  generosity  of  his  common  English  soldiery.  “  My 
soldiers,’’  says  his  lordship,  “have  continued  to  show  them  ovm-y 
kiiiduess  in  their  power,  as  well  as  to  the  Spaniards.  The  village  of 
Fueiites  de  Dnovo  having  been  the  fiehl  of  battle  the  otlier  day,  and 
not  being  much  improved  by  this  circumstance,  they  immediately 
and  voluntarily  subacriited  to  raise  a  sum  ot  money,  to  be  given  to  the 
poor  inhabitfUUs  as  a  compimsation  for  the  damage  which  their  pro¬ 
perties  had  su-^taiued  in  the  contest.” 

f  Lord  Wellington  was  exceedingly  annoyed  at  this  negligence  or 
oversight,  and  he  did  not  fail  to  express  his  sentiments  to  some  of  the 
commanding  odicers,  who  ought  to  have  been  betler  pre))ared  for  the 
sortie  of  the  Vrench.  who  had  no  alternative  but  to  make  a  desperate 
attempt  to  My  by  nigbt,  or  surrender. 

X  On  his  hunieward  journey  through  Spain  Massena  narrowly  es- 
caned  tailing  into  the  avenging  hands  of  Mina  and  the  fierce  guerillas 
led  by  th.a  famous  chief. 

In  Navarre,  Mina,  the  most  active  and  able  of  the  guerilla  leaders 
(with  the  exception  perhaps  of  Porlier),  defeated,  on  the  22nd  of  May, 
at  the  Puerto  de  Arlaban,  near  Vitoria.  1200  men.  who  were  escorting 
a  convoy  of  prisoners  and  treasure  to  France.  Massena,  whose  bag¬ 
gage  was  captured,  was  to  have  travelled  with  this  escort,  but,  dis¬ 
liking  tlie  manner  of  the  march,  he  had  remained  in  Vitoria,  to  w  ait  a 
belter  opportunity,  and  so  e.-cuped,  These  guerilla  bands  were 
almost  always  merciless:  after  ihe  fight  they  murueyed  in  cold  blood 
six  Spanish  ladies  who.  in  delhiuee  of  patriotiMo,  had  t^iniebed  them- 
solves  to  Fieueh  oflicers. —  ColoueC’  JVanier,  Hist,  ij'  ff^'ar  in  tha  i'criia- 
liula. 


tion  before  Alassena,  Ney,  and  the  very  rash  and 
talkative  Junot  had  been  a  week  in  the  French 
capital.  Marmont  had  been  ordered  to  take  the 
command  of  the  army  of  Portugal  with  a  firm 
hand ;  but  this  marshal,  finding  that  he  could  do 
nothing  more  than  continue  the  retreat  which 
Alassena  bad  begun  after  the  battle  of  Fuentes  de 
Onoro,  retired  to  Salamanca,  and  put  the  disheart¬ 
ened,  half-naked,  and  half-starving  army  into  can¬ 
tonments. 

As  there  was  nothing  more  to  apprehend  on  the 
northern  frontier  Lord  Wellington  returned  once 
more  to  the  south.  But  before  he  could  arrive  on 
the  Guadiana  great  events  had  taken  place,  and  a 
battle  had  been  fought  far  more  bloody  thair  that  in 
which  he  had  triumphed  on  the  Coa.  A  few  days 
after  the  25th  of  April,  the  day  on  which  his 
lordship  bad  left  him  in  order  to  go  and  meet 
Massena,  Beresford  had  quitted  his  quarters  on 
the  Valverde  and  advanced  against  Badajoz.  La- 
tour  Maubourg  called  in  all  his  detachments  and 
outposts;  and  by  the  4th  of  IMay  Badajoz  was 
invested.  But  Soult  was  now  marching  back  from 
Seville  to  relieve  and  then  reinforce  the  garrison  of 
that  important  place.  The  departure  from  Madrid 
of  Joseph  Bonaparte  had  left  disposable  a  consi¬ 
derable  French  force,  which  that  intrusive  king 
had  considered  necessary  for  the  protection  of  his 
own  person  and  flitting  ephemeral  government ; 
some  troops,  too,  had  been  drawn  from  the  corps 
of  General  Sebastian!,  so  that  the  best  or  most 
skilful  of  the  French  marshals  was  bringing  a  great 
accession  of  strength  to  the  army  which  he  had 
been  compelled  to  leave  two  months  before  by  the 
movements  of  General  Graham.  In  the  same  in¬ 
terval,  how'ever,  communications  had  been  opened 
between  Wellington  and  Beresford  and  some  of 
the  Spanish  generals,  and  a  Spanish  army  had 
gradually  collected  in  Estremadura  to  co-operate 
with  Beresford  in  pressing  the  siege  of  Badajoz, 
clearing  that  country  of  the  French,  and  opening 
the  road  into  Andalusia  and  the  rear  of  Victor’s 
blockading  army.  General  Castanos  had  readily 
and  cheerfully  agreed  to  serve  under  Beresford, 
and  to  leave  the  entire  command  of  the  allies  to 
that  marshal ;  but  it  was  understood  that  Blake 
and  one  or  two  other  Spanish  generals  had  none  of 
Castanos’s  modesty,  and  that  they  looked  with  a 
jealous  eye  upon  the  British  officers ;  and,  what 
was  still  more  discouraging,  it  was  known  and 
seen  that  hardly  any  improvement  in  discipline 
had  been  introduced  among  these  Spanish  troops. 
If  Marshal  Beresford  had  been  proi)erly  supplied 
with  the  materiel  and  means  of  pushing  the  siege 
vigorously,  he  might — as  the  French  had  then  had 
hut  little  time  for  ])reparation — have  possibly 
breached  and  taken  Badajoz  before  Soult  could  get 
near  it;  hut  Beresford  had  hardly  anything  that 
was  needful  except  courage  and  good-will ;  he 
had  hardly  any  intrenching  tools ;  Lis  train  of 
artillery  was  contemptible,  his  cannon-ball  did  not 
fit  the  breaching-guns  which  liad  been  furnished 
to  him,  the  howitzers  Avere  too  small  for  his  shells, 
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and  it  should  seem  that  he  had  with  him  no  very 
skilful  artillery  or  engineer  officer.  The  soil  was 
hard  and  rocky,  and  Beresford’s  people,  besides 
being  insufficient  in  number,  were  but  little  accus¬ 
tomed  to  trenching,  mining,  and  the  other  opera¬ 
tions  of  sieges.  In  these  particulars  the  whole 
British  army  was  defective,  for  it  had  not  at  the 
time  a  single  corps  of  sappers  and  miners.  [If  the 
government  had  thought  of  sending  out  from 
England  a  few  hundred  of  the  men  called  naviga¬ 
tors,  with  their  proper  tools,  this  work  would  have 
been  done  in  perfection  and  with  a  rapidity  which 
no  soldiers,  or  sappers  and  miners,  or  labourers  of 
anv  other  class  or  country  could  have  equalled.] 
Very  little  progress  had  been  made  in  the  siege, 
but  the  allies  had  lost,  through  sorties  of  the  enemy 
and  their  rash  pursuits  of  them,  from  400  to  500 
men,  when  Beresford  received  intelligence  that 
Soult  was  rapidly  advancing  upon  Badajoz.  This 
was  on  the  night  of  the  12th  of  May  ;  and  on  the 
following  morning  Beresford,  far  too  weak  to  attend 
to  two  objects  at  once,  raised  the  siege  and  pre¬ 
pared  to  fight  Soult  in  a  pitched  battle  and  on  an 
open  field. 

Having  removed  their  artillery,  stores,  &c., 
the  allies  took  post  on  the  memorable  ridge  of 
Albuera:  they  were  between  1000  and  8000 
British  infantry,  several  of  the  Portuguese  brigades 
which  Beresford  had  so  admirably  disciplined,  and 
the  Spanish  corps  of  Blake  and  Castanos,  and 
about  2000  cavalry  ;  in  all  about  21,000  men  :  but 
the  Spaniards,  who  formed  above  10,000  of  this 
total,  had  scarcely  been  disciplined  at  all,  and  were 
but  little  to  be  depended  upon.  Another  Spanish 
brigade,  under  Don  Carlos  d’Espagna,  arrived  at 
Albuera  on  the  14th ;  and  on  the  evening  of  the 
15th,  after  a  day  of  heavy  rain,  Soult  came  up 
with  about  19,000  chosen  infantry,  about  4000 
cavalry,  and  50  guns.  As  at  Fuentes  de  Onoro, 
the  ground  was  very  favourable  for  cavalry.  The 
French  marshal  immediately  reconnoitred  Beres¬ 
ford’s  position,  and  determined  upon  an  attack  in 
force  on  the  right  flank  of  the  allies,  which  was 
occupied  by  Blake’s  Spanish  corps,  the  British 
occupying  the  centre.  At  eight  o’clock  in  the 
morning  of  the  16th  of  May  the  French  troops 
were  seen  in  motion,  dense  masses  ot  infantry  and 
clouds  of  cavalry  rolling  towards  Blake’s  position, 
while  two  heavy  columns  of  infantry  and  some 
horse,  marching  out  of  a  wood,  pointed  towards 
the  front  of  the  allied  position  as  if  to  attack  the 
bridge  and  the  unroofed,  ruined  village  of  Albuera. 
Other  demonstrations  were  made,  as  though  Soult 
intended  to  attack  the  British  centre  in  front ;  but 
Beresford  saw  that  this  was  but  a  feint,  and  he 
immediately  sent  orders  to  Blake  to  change  his 
front  so  as  to  face  the  French  marching  upon  his 
right.  Blake  refused,  saying  that  the  real  attack 
of  Soult  was  against  the  centre  by  the  bridge  of 
Albuera.  The  truth  appears  to  have  been  that 
Blake  knew  very  well  that,  if  he  attempted,  with 
his  undisciplined  rabble,  to  change  front  or  to 
make  any  other  movement  in  the  presence  of  an 


487 

active  and  highly  disciplined  enemy,  they  would 
fall  into  irremediable  confusion,  and  either  throw 
down  their  arms  or  fly — to  be  pursued  and  cut  to 
pieces.  But,  when  the  attempt  to  manoeuvre  had 
become  infinitely  more  difficult  than  it  was  when 
Blake  got  his  orders  from  Beresford,  that  pre¬ 
sumptuous  self-willed  man  (his  pride  w'as  greatly 
increased  since  his  election  by  the  Cortes  to  be 
one  of  the  members  of  the  Regency),  when  the 
French  were  actually  appearing  on  the  table-land 
on  his  right,  and  getting  ready  to  enfilade  nearly 
the  whole  position  of  the  allies,  consented  to  change 
his  front,  and  thereupon  his  Spaniards  gave  way 
in  disorder,  leaving,  for  a  moment,  the  British 
centre  entirely  e.xposed,  and  too  truly  telling  the 
English  soldiers  what  little  assistance  was  to  be 
expected  from  such  allies.  Beresford  now  ordered 
the  brigades  of  the  2nd  British  division  to  advance 
to  the  right  and  check  the  assailants.  The  first  of 
these  brigades  (General  Colborne’s),  while  in  the 
act  of  deploying,  under  a  heavy  fire  of  French 
artillery  from  the  ridges  of  the  hill  which  Blake 
and  his  Spaniards  ought  to  have  held,  was  attacked 
in  flank  and  rear  by  the  French  cavalry  and  the 
fierce  Polish  lancers,  who  committed  a  dreadful 
havoc.  Wherever  these  Poles  had  served  the 
French — whether  in  Italy,  Egypt,  Germany,  Spain, 
or  Portugal, — they  had  distinguished  themselves, 
even  in  armies  not  remarkable  for  humanity,  by 
their  savage  ferocity  as  much  as  by  their  bravery 
and  their  skill  or  address  as  light  cavalry.  On 
the  present,  as  on  other  occasions,  these  lancers, 
with  their  blood-red  flags  shaking  under  the  heads 
of  their  spears,  rode  madly  over  the  field  to  spear 
the  wounded  and  to  finish  them  where  they  fell. 
The  tremendous  slaughter  made  upon  Colborne’s 
brigade  would,  however,  have  been  still  greater  if 
these  Poles  had  not  thus  lost  their  time  in  gratify¬ 
ing  their  unsoldierlike  appetite  for  blood  and  death  ; 
or  if,  instead  of  scattering  themselves  over  the 
field,  they  had  kept  together  with  the  French  dra¬ 
goons,  and  pursued  their  first  advantage,  which 
had  been  chiefly  owdng  to  surprise.  Two  British 
resfiments  were  almost  annihilated  :  hut  the  31st 
regiment,  the  left  of  Colborne’s  brigade  of  three 
regiments,  escaped  the  charge,  and,  under  nearly 
every  possible  disadvantage,  it  manfully  kept  its 
ground  under  Major  L’Estrange.*  Houghton’s 
brigade,  the  next  of  the  two  brigades,  which 
Beresford  had  ordered  forward  to  recover  posses¬ 
sion  of  the  ridge  on  his  right,  reached  the  summit 
soon  after,  and  maintained  a  most  desperate  struggle 
against  an  immensely  superior  force  and  against 
all  arms — artillery,  infantry,  cavalry,  both  light 
and  heavy.  When  we  shall  see  a  well-authenti¬ 
cated  instance  of  the  troops  of  any  other  nation 
gaining  and  keeping  such  a  position  against  such 

*  In  liberally  recommending  to  the  Duke  of  York  for  promotion  a 
number  of  officers  who  had  distinguished  themselves  at  Alliuei  a,  Lord 
Wellington  says  :  “  But  there  is  one  officer.  Major  L’Estraugc,  of  the 
31st,  whom  I  must  recommend  in  the  sirongetst  manner  for  piomotion 
in  some  way  or  other.  After  the  other  paits  of  the  same  brigade  were 
swept  off  by  the  cavalry,  this  little  battalion  alone  held  its  ground 
against  all  \\ni  culonnes  en  masse."— CvU/nel  Ourxvovd,  TVellxfigitm  J>\s- 
patches.  The  major  is  now  General  Sir  Guy  L’Bstrange,  K.C.B. 
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fearful  odds,  then  we  may  qualify  or  waver  In  our 
national  faith,  that  the  British  infantry  is  the  best 
in  the  world.  Houghton’s  men,  however,  fell  fast, 
and  his  ammunition  began  to  fail.  Beresford  be¬ 
gan  to  think  of  a  retreat,  which  would  have  been 
ruinous,  when  the  gallant  Colonel  Hardinge  (now 
General  Sir  Henry  Hardinge)  suggested  that 
General  Cole’s  division  should  be  hurled  against 
tlie  French.  An  order  to  this  effect  was  instantly 
given,  and  Cole,  with  the  fourth  division,  which 
consisted  only  of  the  English  fusileer  brigade  and 
of  one  Portuguese  brigade,  promptly  advanced  to 
drive  the  French  from  all  the  heights.  It  was  this 
British  fusileer  brigade  that  restored  the  fight  and 
saved  the  allied  army.  While  the  Portuguese  bri¬ 
gade  under  General  Harvey  moved  round  the 
shoulder  of  the  hill  on  the  right,  and  some  troops 
under  Abercrombie  moved  round  on  the  left.  Cole 
himself  led  the  matchless  fusileers  straight  up  the 
fatal  hill,  which  was  now  completely  crowned  by 
the  French  masses  and  their  artillery.  Two  or 
three  flags  of  regiments  and  six  British  guns  were 
already  in  the  enemy’s  possession,  and  the  whole  of 
Soult’s  reserve  was  coming  forward  en  masse  to 
reinforce  his  columns  on  the  ridge,  from  which 
Houghton’s  thinned  brigade  seemed  on  the  point 
of  lieing  swept  at  last.  On  the  ridge  and  on  the 
slopes  the  ground  was  heaped  with  dead,  and  the 
Polish  lancers  were  riding  furiously  about  the  cap¬ 
tured  English  guns  on  the  hill  top.  But  General 
Cole,  at  the  head  of  his  fusileers,  moved  steadily 
onward  and  upward,  dispersed  those  savage  lancers, 
recovered  our  six  guns,  and  appeared  on  the  sum¬ 
mit  of  the  hill  and  on  the  right  of  Houghton’s 
brigade,  just  as  Abercrombie  took  post  on  its  left. 
The  military  historian  of  these  exciting  events  has 
given  a  perfect  picture  of  the  scene  which  ensued. 
His  description  has  often  been  quoted  ;  but  it 
would  savour  of  presumption  to  attempt  to  give 
another  : — “  Such  a  gallant  line,  issuing  from  the 
midst  of  the  smoke,  and  rapidly  separating  itself 
from  the  confused  and  broken  multitude,  startled  the 
enemy’s  heavy  masses,  which  were  increasing  and 
pressing  onwards  as  to  an  assured  victory  :  they 
wavered,  hesitated,  and  then,  vomiting  forth  a 
storm  of  fire,  hastily  endeavoured  to  enlarge  their 
front,  while  a  fearful  discharge  of  grape  from  all 
their  artillery  whistled  through  the  British  ranks. 
Sir  William  Myers  was  killed;  Cole,  and  the  three 
colonels,  Ellis,  Blakeney,  and  Flawkshawe,  fell 
wounded,  and  the  fusileer  battalions,  struck  by  the 
iron  tempest,  reeled  and  staggered  like  sinking 
ships.  Suddenly  and  sternly  recovering,  they  closed 
on  their  terrible  enemies,  and  then  was  seen  with 
what  a  strength  and  majesty  the  British  soldier 
fights.  In  vain  did  Soult,  by  voice  and  gesture, 
animate  his  Frenchmen ;  in  vain  did  the  hardiest 
veterans,  c.xtricating  themselves  from  the  crowded 
columns,  sacrifice  their  lives  to  gain  time  for  the 
mass  to  open  out  on  such  a  fair  field  ;  in  vain  did 
the  mass  itself  bear  up,  and,  fiercely  arising,  fire 
indiscriminately  upon  friends  and  foes,  while  the 
horsemen,  hovering  on  the  flank,  threatened  to 
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charge  the  advancing  line.  Nothing  could  stop 
that  astonishing  infantry.  No  sudden  burst  of  un¬ 
disciplined  valour,  no  nervous  enthusiasm,  weak¬ 
ened  the  stability  of  their  order  ;  their  hashing 
eyes  were  bent  on  the  dark  columns  in  their 
front;  their  measured  tread  shook  the  ground; 
their  dreadful  volleys  swept  away  the  head  of 
every  formation ;  their  deafening  shouts  over¬ 
powered  the  dissonant  cries  that  broke  from  all 
parts  of  the  tumultuous  crowd,  as  foot  by  foot,  and 
with  a  horrid  carnage,  it  was  driven  by  the  in¬ 
cessant  .vigour  of  the  attack  to  the  farthest  edge 
of  the  hill.  In  vain  did  the  French  reserves,  join¬ 
ing  with  the  struggling  multitudes,  endeavour  to 
sustain  the  fight ;  their  efforts  only  increased  the 
irremediable  confusion,  and  the  mighty  mass,  giv¬ 
ing  way  like  a  loosened  cliff,  went  headlong  down 
the  ascent.  The  rain  flowed  after  in  streams  dis¬ 
coloured  wdtli  blood,  and  1500  unwounded  men, 
the  remnant  of  6000  unconquerable  British  soldiers, 
stood  triumphant  on  the  fatal  hill.”  * 

The  day  was  now  won,  and,  Beresford  ordering 
the  Portuguese  and  Spaniards  to  advance,  the 
French  retreated  in  dismay  and  confusion  across 
the  Albuera  river.  At  three  o’clock  in  the  after¬ 
noon  the  firing,  which  had  begun  hotly  at  about 
nine  o’clock  in  the  morning,  ceased.  The  allies 
had  lost  in  killed  and  wounded  about  7000  men, 
of  whom  more  than  two-thirds  were  British.  The 
French  lost,  or  were  computed  to  have  lost,  not 
less  than  9000  men,  including  two  generals  killed 
and  three  generals  wounded.  If  censure  was 
showered  upon  the  head  of  Marshal  Beresford  for 
his  management  of  this  battle,  and  for  his  fighting 
it  at  all,  it  was  certainly  not  by  his  considerate  and 
generous-minded  commander-in-chief.  Welling¬ 
ton  praised  Beresford  for  having  raised  the  siege 
of  Badajoz  without  the  loss  of  ordnance  or  stores 
of  any  description,  and  for  having  collected  the 
troops  under  his  command  and  formed  his  junction 
wdth  Blake  and  Castanos  skilfully  and  promptly ; 
and  he  did  not  hesitate  to  call  the  battle  of  Albuera 
a  signal  victory  gained  by  Beresford  and  his  Bri¬ 
tish  officers  and  soldiers  in  the  most  gallant  man¬ 
ner.  He  joined  to  his  admiration  of  it  his  cordial 
concurrence  in  the  favourable  reports  made  by 
Beresford  of  the  good  conduct  of  all.  He  at¬ 
tributed  the  great  sacrifices  which  the  battle  had 
cost  us,  and  the  unmolested  condition  of  the  French 
after  they  had  crossed  the  river,  to  the  right  cause 
— “  it  was  owing  to  the  Spaniards,  who  could  not 
be  moved.”  “  I  should,”  says  his  lordship,  “feel 
no  anxiety  about  the  result  of  any  of  our  opera¬ 
tions,  if  the  Spaniards  were  as  well  disciplined  as 
the  soldiers  of  that  nation  are  brave,  and  if  they 
were  at  all  movable ;  but  this  is,  I  fear,  beyond 
hope  !  All  our  losses  have  been  caused  by  this 
defect.  At  Talavera  the  enemy  would  have  been 
destroyed,  if  we  could  have  moved  the  Spaniards  : 

•  Colonel  Niil'iiT,  Hist,  ot  War  in  the  Peninsnla.  “  It  was  ob¬ 
served  that  onr  dead,  i>artieulavly  the  .')7th  ref^inient.  were  lyine  as 
they  had  tbu^ht,  in  ranks,  and  that  every  wound  wm  in  front.  ’ — 
Marshal  Beresfurd's  Dispatch  to  Lend  H'eUimjtun,  dated  Albuera,  ISlA 
May. 


CIVIL  AND  MILITARY  TRANSACTIONS  1811. 


489 


Chap.  L] 

at  Albuera  the  natural  thing  would  have  been  to 
support  the  Spaniards  on  the  right  with  the  Spa¬ 
niards  who  were  next  to  them ;  but  any  movement 
of  that  body  w'ould  have  created  inextricable  con¬ 
fusion  ;  and  it  was  necessary  to  support  the  right 
solely  with  British,  and  thus  the  great  loss  fell 
upon  our  troops.  In  tlie  same  way,  I  suspect,  the 
difficulty  and  danger  of  moving  the  Spanish  troops 
was  the  cause  that  General  Lapeha  did  not  support 
General  Graham  at  Barrosa.”  * 

On  the  evening  of  the  15th,  the  day  which  had 
witnessed  one  of  the  most  murderous  conflicts  of 
modern  times,  considering  the  number  of  troops 
engaged,  Beresford  improved  his  position ;  his 
freshest  troops  were  placed  in  the  first  line,  and 
some  hundreds  of  spears  and  flags,  taken  from  the 
Polish  lancers,  who  had  paid  dearly  for  their  bar¬ 
barity,  were  planted  in  defiance  along  the  crest  of 
the  hill.t  On  the  morrow,  the  16th  of  May,  the 
two  armies  remained  in  their  respective  positions, 
and  Beresford  w'aited  in  anxiety  for  another  attack, 
with  hardly  British  soldiers  enough  to  furnish  his 
piquets  and  to  take  care  of  his  thousands  of 
wounded.  If  Soult,  who  is  said  to  have  acknow- ' 
lodged  that  in  the  whole  course  of  his  long  service 
he  had  never  seen  so  desperate  a  battle,  had  not 
seen  that  the  French  army  w'as  lopped  and  maimed 
and  spiritless,  he  would  assuredly  have  renewed 
the  attack  this  morning  before  Beresford  could  be 
reinforced  by  any  British  troops.  But  the  morn¬ 
ing  passed,  and  the  afternoon,  and  the  evening, 
and  the  night,  without  any  movement  on  the  side 
of  Soult;  and  on  the  17th  Kemmis’s  brigade  of 
1500  English  came  up  and  joined  Beresford  on 
the  ridge  of  Albuera,  and  then,  late  at  night, 

*  Colonel  Gurwood,  Wellington  Dispatcliee. 

f  Southey,  Hist,  of  the  Peninsular  War. 


Soult  began  to  move  off  his  wounded  under  cover 
of  the  wood,  and  to  prepare  for  his  retreat  upon 
Seville,  which  he  commenced  on  the  morning  of 
the  18th,  leaving  behind  him  800  soldiers  severely 
wounded  to  the  generosity  and  humanity  of  the 
English.  The  French  marshal  had  no  doubt 
heard  of  the  approach  of  Lord  Wellington  from 
the  north.  On  the  very  next  day,  the  19th,  his 
lordship  arrived  at  Albuera  with  two  fresh  divi¬ 
sions,  and  gave  directions  to  resume  the  siege  of 
Badajoz.  Through  our  deficiency  in  cavalry  Soult’s 
retreat  was  not  so  much  molested  as  it  might 
otherwise  have  been  ;  but,  nevertheless,  he  lost 
some  hundreds  of  men,  and  our  weak  horse  de¬ 
feated  his  strong  rear  guard  of  cavalry  at  Usagne, 
and  killed,  wounded,  or  took  about  150  of  them. 
Soult  had  almost  stripped  Andalusia  of  troops,  yet, 
instead  of  having  accomplished  the  haughty  boasts 
with  which  he  had  harangued  his  men  on  be¬ 
ginning  his  march  from  Seville,  he  now  returned 
thither  with  a  curtailed  army  and  a  diminished 
reputation.* 

Trenches  were  opened  before  Badajoz,  and  on 
the  5th  of  June,  a  breach  being  made  in  Fort  St. 
Cristoval,  the  assault  was  given.  Through  va¬ 
rious  wants  and  deficiencies  t  this  failed  com¬ 
pletely,  nor  did  another  attempt,  which  was  made 
on  the  9th,  prove  more  successful.  Altogether 
our  storming  parties  lost  in  killed  and  wounded 

•  Marshal  Beresfortl,  Dispatch  to  Lord  Wellington. 

t  "  The  poverty  of  llie  means  at  laird  Wellington’s  disposal  for 
carrying  on  this  siege  was  a  subject  of  much  merriment  to  the  soldiers 
emidoyed.  General  Picton  remarked  that  ‘  Lord  Wellington  sued 
Badajoz  ia  furma  paupeiis and  he  was  answered  that,  '  instead  of 
breaching,  the  operations  appeared  more  like  beseeching,  Badajoz.’ 
In  f;ict,  ever} thing  was  wanting  to  bring  the  siege  to  a  rapid  termi¬ 
nation.  The  means  were  defleient  for  the  reduction  of  the  place  in 
any  time;  but  to  do  so  with  expedition  appeared,  with  such  a  lorce, 
to  be  impossible.”— I/.  B.  Rcbinsmi,  Memuirs  of  Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  Thomas 
1  Pictm, 
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more  then  400  of  our  very  best  men.  On  the 
lUth  Lord  Wellington  received  certain  intelligence 
that  Marmont,  the  successor  of  Massena,  M'as 
marching  from  Salamanca  to  the  south  to  join 
iMarshal  Soult,  with  the  whole  of  the  so-called 
army  of  Portugal,  and  that  Urouet’s  corps  was 
marching  from  Toledo,  and  would  probably  join 
Soult  that  very  day.  His  lordship  therefore  fell 
back,  and  took  up  a  position  near  Campo  Mayor 
along  the  frontiers  of  Portugal.  Although  the 
French  brought  together  from  60,000  to  70,000 
foot  and  8000  horse,  and  although  Wellington, 
counting  Portuguese  and  some  Spaniards,  had  not 
more  than  56,000,  of  which  only  3500  were  horse, 
the  two  French  marshals  would  not  venture  to 
attack  him  on  these  heights ;  they  merely  made 
reconnaissances  which  were  of  no  use,  and  feints 
and  demonstrations  which  never  deceived  their 
quick-sighted  opponent ;  and,  about  the  middle  of 
July,  IMarmont,  perceiving  that  his  army  of  Por¬ 
tugal  was  not  destined  to  force  its  wmy  into  Portu¬ 
gal  by  that  frontier,  and  that  its  presence  was 
required  in  other  quarters,  separated  from  Soult, 
recrossed  the  Tagus  at  Almaraz,  where  he  had 
crossed  it  on  his  advance,  and  marched  back  to 
Salamanca.  This  rendered  indispensable  a  cor¬ 
responding  movement  to  the  northward  on  the  part 
of  Wellington  ;  and  his  lordship,  leaving  General 
Hill  (now  returned  from  England)  with  one  Bri¬ 
tish  division  and  the  Portuguese  in  the  Alemtejo, 
and  giving  up  for  the  present  the  siege  of  Badajoz, 
crossed  the  Tagus  with  the  rest  of  his  army, 
marched  to  his  old  line  of  the  Agueda,  and  esta¬ 
blished  his  head-quarters  at  Fuente  Guinaldo. 
Here  he  w’as  at  no  great  distance  from  Ciudad 
Rodrigo,  and,  aiming  at  the  recovery  of  that  for¬ 
tress,  he  caused  it  to  be  watched  and  surrounded. 
Towards  the  end  of  September,  Marmont  having 
dissipated  a  storm  which  had  seemed  brewing  in 
the  north  of  Spain,  and  having  received  large 
reinforcements  from  France,  moved  forward  upon 
the  Agueda,  and  by  his  superiority  of  numbers, 
and  especially  of  cavalry,  obliged  Wellington,  after 
a  partial  engagement  at  El  Bodon,  to  withdraw 
his  army,  which  he  did  in  beautiful  order  to  his 
old  ])osition  on  the  Coa,  whither  Marmont  did  not 
choose  to  follow  him.* 

Shortly  after  these  movements  in  the  north 
General  Hill  obtained  some  signal  successes  in  the 
south.  Soult  had  gone  back  again  to  Seville  and 
to  Cadiz,  to  have  an  eye  upon  the  blockade  of  the 
latter  city,  which  seemed  as  though  it  would  never 
end.  The  French  general,  Girard,  was  left  near 
the  Guadiana,  in  Spanish  Estremadura,  at  Ar¬ 
royo  IMolinos,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Cacercs; 
and  here,  on  the  28th  of  October,  be  was  surprised, 
surrounded,  and  completely  routed  by  Hill,  who 
took  1500  men  and  several  ollicers  cT  rank  pri¬ 
soners,  together  with  the  whole  of  bis  artillery, 
ammunition,  stores,  and  baggage,  with  a  loss  to 
himself  too  trifling  to  be  mentioned.  General  Hill 
then  advanced  to  Merida,  where  he  jilaced  his 

*  \'ieii53aix,  Military  Life  of  the  Duke  of  Wellington. 
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troops  in  cantonments.  Thus  the  whole  of  that 
part  of  Estremadura  was  delivered  from  the  enemy, 
who  had  no  good  footing  anywhere  in  the  province 
except  within  the  walls  of  Badajoz. 

No  other  attempt  was  made  by  the  French  upon 
or  near  to  the  Portuguese  frontiers  during  the 
remainder  of  the  year  1811.  Lord  Wellington,  in 
the  course  of  this  year,  besides  having  firmly  es¬ 
tablished  his  complete  possession  of  Portugal,  had, 
by  his  operations  within  the  Spanish  frontiers, 
given  employment  to  tw’o  French  armies,  and  pre¬ 
vented  the  French  from  acting  with  vigour  either 
against  Gallicia  in  the  north  or  against  Cadiz  in 
the  south.  He  had  more  than  redeemed  his  pledge 
and  promise  that  he  would  be  able  to  retain  pos¬ 
session  of  Portugal,  and  to  make  it  a  foint  d'appui 
for  future  operations  against  the  French  in  Spain. 
His  confidence  was  neither  greater  nor  less  now 
than  it  had  been  two  years  ago,  or  when  he  first 
announced  (to  the  scorn  and  laughter  of  certain 
politicians  at  home)  that  with  a  moderate-sized 
British  army  and  the  Portuguese  troops  and  militia 
he  could  defend  and  maintain  that  kingdom :  he 
never  lost  sight  of  the  varying  chances  and  disas¬ 
trous  accidents  which  attend  all  military  plans  and 
operations,  and  it  was  never  in  the  power  of  good 
fortune  to  elate  him  over-much.  His  w'ondrous 
equanimity  had  as  much  to  do  wuth  his  final 
successes  as  his  military  genius  and  sagacity.  His 
chief  apprehension  this  year  was  that  the  impatient 
English  public  would  expect  him  to  do  too  much 
at  once,  and  that  the  perplexed  government  might 
be  induced  to  give  up  the  struggle  in  the  Peninsula 
altogether.  In  the  month  of  March,  when  he 
scarcely  knew  whether  the  regent  had  determined 
to  retain  for  good  his  father’s  administration,  or 
whether  the  powers  of  the  state  would  not  be  in¬ 
trusted  to  men  decided  upon  discontinuing  our  efforts 
on  the  Continent,  and  when  he  was  following  Mas- 
sena’s  track  of  retreat  and  devastation  in  the  midst 
of  burning  towns  and  villages,  he  wrote  to  the 
secretary  of  state  for  the  war-department :  “I  shall 
be  sorry  if  government  should  think  themselves 
under  the  necessity  of  withdrawing  from  this 
country  on  account  of  the  expense  of  the  contest. 
From  what  I  have  seen  of  the  objects  of  the  French 
government,  and  the  sacrifices  they  make  to  ac¬ 
complish  them,  I  have  no  doubt  that,  if  the  British 
army  were,  for  any  reason,  to  withdraw  from  the 
Peninsula,  and  the  F'rench  government  were  re¬ 
lieved  from  the  pressure  of  military  operations  on 
the  Continent,  they  would  incur  all  risks  to  land 
an  army  in  his  majesty’s  dominions.  'J'hen,  in¬ 
deed,  would  commence  an  expennve  contest ;  then 
would  his  majesty's  suhjects  discover  what  are  the 
miseries  oj'  war,  of  which,  by  the  blessing  of  God, 
they  have  hitherto  had  no  knowledge ;  and.  the 
cultivation,  the  beauty,  and  prosperity  of  the 
country,  and  the  virtue  and  happiness  of  its  inha¬ 
bitants,  would  be  destroyed,  ndiatcvcr  might  be  the 
result  of  the  military  operations."*  His  lordship 

*  Colonel  Gnrwood,  Wellington  Dis])ntchc8;  letter  to  Loid  Liver- 
j>ool,  dated  Sard  March. 

In  the  same  disi'aleh  Wellington  adds,  "  God  foi  bid  that  I  should 
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was  making  the  Peninsula  the  hattle-field  and 
bulwark  of  Great  Britain  ;  the  withdrawing  of  his 
army  would  have  led  to  despair  aud  submission  on 
the  part  of  the  Spaniards,  and  to  a  re-conquest  and 
almost  an  extermination  of  the  Portuguese ;  it 
would  have  changed  the  temper  of  the  Emperor 
Alexander,  and  have  cast  a  damp  over  the  popular 
spirit  of  all  the  nations  of  Europe  ;  and,  if  we  had 
not  maintained  our  army  in  the  Peninsula — where 
it  was  acquiring,  in  the  most  active  service,  an 
unrivalled  degree  of  perfection, — we  must  have 
doubled  or  trebled  our  army  at  home,  which  could 
not  have  found  so  good  a  school  in  mere  coast  and 
garrison  duty. 

With  all  the  encouragement  the  British  could 
give  them,  the  Spaniards,  left  to  themselves  in  the 
eastern  provinces  of  their  kingdom,  seemed  fast 
succumhing  to  the  French.  They  had  lost  one 
important  fortress  after  another,  and  not  being  yet 
cured  of  their  mania  for  fighting  pitched  battles 
under  the  most  unpromising  circumstances,  they 
had  been  repeatedly  beaten  in  the  field.  Suchet, 
who  had  assumed  the  command  in  Catalonia, 
which  several  generals  of  reputation  had  given  up 
in  disgust  or  despair,  was  a  man  of  great  skill  and 
determination  aud  still  greater  cruelt3^  After  a 
siege  which  lasted  three  months  aud  which  cost 
the  besiegers  a  great  loss,  Suchet  took  Tarragona 
by  storm  on  the  28th  of  .Tune,  and  perpetrated 
a  most  atrocious  butchery.  His  soldiery  rushed 
through  the  breach  and  through  the  streets  of  the 
bravely  defended  town,  shouting,  “  Grace  aux  mili- 
taires,  mart  aux  paysa7is and,  as  the  place  had 
been  mainly  defended  not  by  regular  troops,  or  by 
combatants  with  uniforms  on  their  backs,  but  by 
burghers,  the  common  townspeople,  and  the  pea¬ 
santry  of  the  neighbourhood,  nearly  every  head 
within  those  walls  was  devoted  to  destruction;  and 
the  massacre,  once  begun,  went  on  indiscrimi- 
natelv,  without  regard  to  military  or  non-military, 
age  or  sex.  The  total  amount  of  the  slaughter  has 
been  stated  at  6000  ;  and  every  enormity  of  which 
human  nature  is  capable  was  practised  in  that 
hapless  city.  Attempts  have  been  made,  and  that, 
too,  in  quarters  where  they  ought  not  to  have  been 
expected,  to  palliate  these  infernal  excesses  and 
the  general  ferocity  which  Suchet  exercised  during 
his  command  in  Catalonia ;  but  the  damning 
evidence  on  the  other  side  is  too  great  and  positive 
to  allow  of  any  doubt  on  the  subject. 

The  Spanish  regent- general,  Blake,  whose  forces 
had  been  so  ineffective  in  Estremadura,  at  Albuera, 
marched  an  army  into  the  province  of  Valencia, 
and  on  the  25th  of  October  encountered  Suchet  in 
the  open  field.  Being  thoroughly  beaten  Blake 
shut  himself  up  in  the  city  of  Valencia  with  the 
whole  of  his  army,  the  only  Spanish  army  now  on 

lie  a  witness,  much  less  an  actor,  in  the  scene;  and  I  only  hope  that 
llie  king’s  government  will  consitler  well  wliat  1  haNC  above  stated  to 
Nonr  loidslup,  and  will  ascertain  as  nearly  as  it  is  in  their  power  the 
acttial  expense  of  employing  a  certain  number  of  men  in  tins  country 
beyond  that  of  employing  them  at  home  or  elsewhere  ;  and  will  keep 
up  their  force  here  on  such  a  footing  as  uill  at  all  events  secure  their 
)>ossession,  if  it  doe>  not  enable  their  commander  to  lake  advantage  of 
events  and  assume  the  offensive.” 


foot ;  and,  being  besieged  there,  he,  in  the  beginning 
of  January,  1812,  capitulated  with  18,000  soldieis, 
23  general  officers,  and  between  300  and  400  guns  ! 
Wellington,  who  had  thrown  away  his  arguments 
on  Spanish  pride  aud  obstinacy,  said  there  was  no 
man  who  knew  the  state  of  affairs  in  that  province, 
and  had  read  Suciiet’s  own  account  of  his  action 
with  Blake  in  October,  who  did  not  believe  tliat  if 
Blake  had  not  fought  that  action  the  city  of 
Valencia  would  have  been  safe.*  Between  Blake’s 
stupid  battle  and  disgraceful  capitulation  Sucliet 
reduced  Murviedro  aud  other  fortresses,  and  esta¬ 
blished  the  French  authority  in  Valencia  as  well  as 
in  Catalonia. 

In  the  course  of  the  year  the  arms  of  England 
found  occupation  in  many  other  parts  of  the  world. 
In  the  month  of  March  the  unfortunate  and  humi¬ 
liated  King  of  Sweden  issued  a  proclamation,  sig¬ 
nifying  that  on  account  of  ill  health  he  found  it 
necessary  to  withdraw  from  public  affairs,  and  to 
transfer  the  whole  royal  authority  to  Bernadotte, 
the  crown  prince  whom  the  nation  had  elected. 
This  fortunate,  politic,  and  adroit  Gascon — a  man 
of  very  different  temperament  and  powers  to  the 
pacific  and  timid  Louis  Bonaparte,  and  placed  in 
a  country  stronger  aud  more  remote  from  France 
than  Holland — no  sooner  found  himself  the  real 
sovereign  of  Sweden  than  he  determined  to  adopt 
Swedish  interests,  aud  to  act  not  as  a  French  mar¬ 
shal  and  prince  of  the  Napoleonic  empire,  hut  as  a 
Swede.  At  a  very  early  period  he  entered  into 
some  secret  negotiations  with  Russia,  his  nearest 
and  most  formidable  neighbour,  made  indirect  over¬ 
tures  to  the  court  of  St.  James’s,  and  relaxed  in 
his  dominions  the  severity  of  the  Continental  sys¬ 
tem,  which  Bonaparte  had  engaged  him  to  carry 
out  rigorously.  The  gentle  aud  prudent  conduct 
of  Sir' J.  Saumarez,  the  admiral  of  our  Baltic  fleet, 
encouraged  Bernadotte  in  this  line  of  conduct. 
During  the  summer  our  admiral  entered  into  a 
negotiation  with  the  Swedish  government  concern¬ 
ing  some  detained  ships  with  colonial  produce ; 
and  in  this  correspondence  it  was  made  apparent 
that  there  was  a  mutual  desire  of  being  upon  ami¬ 
cable  terms.  Sir  J.  Saumarez  now  permitted  the 
coasting  vessels  of  the  country  to  pass  unmolested, 
and  to  renew  the  trade  in  the  Baltic,  the  suspension 
of  which  had  caused  great  distress  ;  and,  going  still 
farther  than  this,  our  admiral,  when  danger  was  to 
be  apprehended,  gave  the  Swedish  merchantmen 
convoy  aud  protection.  Thus  Sweden,  thougli  she 
had  declared  war  against  Great  Britain,  remained 
de  facto  in  a  state  of  truce.  The  moment  was  not 
yet  come  for  Bernadotte  to  declare  war  against  his 
late  master;  hut  the  interests  of  the  country,  the 
wise  policy  he  had  adopted,  and  his  personal  hatred 
of  Bonaparte  were  sufficient  pledges  of  his  future 
intentions. 

While  this  horn-Frenchman,  this  soldier  of  for¬ 
tune,  aggrandized  by  the  Revolution,  tliis  close 
connexion  of  the  Bonaparte  family  (for  Bernadotte 


•  Lord  WeUiiif;toti.  Memoraiulinn  of  01>  ‘'ations  in  ISll,  as  given 
in  Colonel  Uurwood’s  Dispatclies. 
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had  married  the  sister  of  Joseph’s  wife),  was  thus 
amicably  disposed  towards  Great  Britain,  the  ruler 
of  Denmark,  a  prince  of  the  old  legitimate  stock,  a 
uephew  of  George  III.  of  England,  continued  firm 
in  his  enmity,  or  more  subservient  than  ever  to  the 
will  of  France.  He  enforced  the  Continental  sys¬ 
tem  wherever  he  could ;  he  sent  a  great  proportion 
of  his  Danish  sailors  to  enter  Bonaparte’s  service, 
and  the  remainder  of  his  seamen  were  chiefly 
employed  in  privateers  and  gun-boats  against  the 
British  trade.  A  political  miscalculation  had,  no 
doubt,  more  effect  upon  him  than  his  antipathy  to 
England  :  he  thought  that  everything  must  yield  to 
the  M  an  of  Destiny,  and  that  only  those  nations  and 
governments  could  be  safe  which  conciliated  his 
good-will.  In  the  month  of  March  he  suddenly 
sent  a  Danish  flotilla  with  3000  or  4000  troops  on 
board  to  recover  the  small  island  of  Anholt,  in  the 
Kattegat,  between  the  shores  of  Jutland  in  Den¬ 
mark  and  Helmstad  in  Sweden,  of  which  the  English 
liad  obtained  possession.  Our  garrison  consisted  of 
no  more  than  350  men  ;  but  the  Danish  command¬ 
ers  conducted  their  operations  so  badly  that  they 
lost  a  great  many  men  in  fruitless  attempts  upon 
the  works,  and  when  they  re-embarked  in  despair 
they  left  behind  them,  for  want  of  a  sufficient  num¬ 
ber  of  boats,  some  300  or  400  men  who  had  no 
provisions,  and  who  were  obliged  to  surrender  as 
prisoners  of  war. 

In  the  East  Indies,  the  capital  of  the  Dutch  East 
India  settlements,  Batavia,  together  with  the  entire 
island  of  Java  on  which  it  is  situated,  was  reduced 
in  the  month  of  August  by  a  British  and  Sepoy 
army  sent  over  from  Madras.  The  small  island  of 
Madura  also  submitted,  and  thus  not  a  vestige  was 
left  of  the  once  extensive  and  splendid  Eastern  domi¬ 
nion  of  the  Dutch — now  Gallo-Batavians. 

In  the  West  Indies,  from  which  Dutch,  Danes, 
and  French  had  been  completely  driven,  the  British 
governors  of  islands  and  commanders  of  troops  and 
srjuadrons  found  work  to  do  in  suppressing  conspi¬ 
racies  and  insurrections,  and  in  checking  the  very 
revolutionary  spirit  which  was  constantly  emanating 
from  the  free,  independent,  and  very  turbulent 
negroes  of  San  Domingo,  not  without  encourage¬ 
ment  from  certain  Creoles  of  partly  French  extrac¬ 
tion.  In  Martinique  the  free  people  of  colour 
joined  the  negroes  in  a  plot  for  setting  fire  to  the 
town  of  St.  Pierre,  massacring  all  the  whites,  and 
making  a  black  republic  after  the  manner  of  San 
Domingo ;  but  their  plot  was  discovered  in  time, 
and,  when  they  began  to  move,  the  military  and  the 
militia  (old  Irench  planters  and  settlers  as  well  as 
English  settlers)  were  fully  prepared  to  receive 
them.  About  500  slaves,  led  on  by  five  black  cliiefs, 
were  defeated  outside  of  St.  Pierre,  and  were  dis¬ 
persed  with  great  loss.  Many  were  taken  prison¬ 
ers,  and  fifteen  of  them  were  hanged. 

Although  it  was  only  by  occasional  surprises 
that  the  British  navy  could  perform  any  achieve¬ 
ments,  there  were  several  brilliant  frigate  fights 
and  in-shorc  operations.  In  the  narrow  and 
dangerous  Adriatic  sea,  Captain  William  Iloste, 
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the  pupil  of  Nelson,  and  one  who  bade  fair,  should 
opportunity  serve,  to  emulate  the  fame  of  that  hero, 
obtained,  on  the  13th  of  March,  ofif  the  island 
of  Lissa,  on  the  Dalmatian  coast,  with  four  Eng¬ 
lish  frigates,  a  complete  and  most  brilliant  victory 
over  five  French  frigates  and  six  smaller  vessels 
with  500  land  troops  on  board.*  Another  de¬ 
sperate  action  was  fought  by  Captain  Schomberg, 
near  Foul  Point,  Madagascar.  The  French,  un¬ 
willing  to  leave  us  in  undisturbed  possession  of 
the  Indian  seas,  had  collected  three  frigates  and 
some  land  troops  on  the  African  coast,  in  the 
Mozambique  channel,  and  recovered  possession  of 
Tamatava.  Schomberg,  who  had  three  frigates 
and  a  sloop,  but  who  lost  the  service  of  one  of  his 
frigates  by  damage  done  to  her  masts  at  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  action,  captured  the  French  com¬ 
modore’s  frigate,  made  another  strike,  recovered 
Tamatava,  and  captured  all  the  vessels  in  the  port, 
including  a  44-gun  frigate  which  had  escaped 
from  the  action.  A  glance  at  our  naval  history, 
or  at  the  dispatches  and  reports  printed  in  the 
Gazette,  will  show  that  1811  was  not  an  idle  year 
on  the  seas,  and  that,  counting  the  conflict  which 
was  now  beginning  with  the  United  States  of 
America,  our  fleets  and  squadrons  were  engaged  in 
all  the  four  quarters  of  the  globe. 

In  the  interior  of  France,  nearly  everything, 
according  to  outward  appearance,  still  favoured 
the  Corsican  emperor.  On  the  20th  of  March  the 
Empress  Maria  Louisa  was  safely  delivered  of  a 
son,  who  forthwith  received  the  names  and  titles 
of  Napoleon  Francis  Charles  Joseph,  Prince  of  the 
French  Empire,  and  King  of  Rome.I  Congratu¬ 
latory  addresses  were  poured  in  from  all  the  de¬ 
partments,  and  all  the  principal  cities  of  France, 
from  Belgium,  Holland,  the  Hanse  towns,  the 
Confederated  States  of  the  Rhine,  and  from  Italy, 
albeit  in  the  last  country  the  ominous  title  of  King 
of  Rome,  bestowed  on  the  heir  of  the  French 
empire,  irritated  those  blind  and  obstinate  political 
dreamers  who  continued  to  believe  in  Bonaparte’s 
promise  to  separate  Italy  from  France,  and  to 
unite  her  as  one  great  and  independent  country. 
On  the  16th  of  June  Napoleon  opened  the  session 
of  that  constitutional  mockery,  the  Coi'ps  Legislaiif, 
telling  those  legislators,  who  could  do  nothing  but 
record  his  will  and  echo  his  words,  that  his  son 
would  answer  the  expectations  of  France,  and  bear 
to  their  children  the  sentiments  which  his  father 

*  Janips,  Naval  History. — Memoirs  and  Letters  of  Sir  William 
Iloste,  edited  by  bis  Widow. 

Winn  Lord  Welliii^'ton  and  the  Britisli  .army  were  watciiin;;  the 
miserable  retreat  of  Massena  in  Spain,  they  heard  a  feu  de  jute  of  lot 
eons.  This  was  tire  royal  salute  firing  for  the  birth  of  tire  Kiu''  of 
Rome.  ° 

“  The  child  was  liaptized  by  Cardinal  Maury,  who  was  now  in 
high  favour,  and  had  just  been  named  ArchbisliO))  of  I’aris.  On  this 
occasion  all  forms  and  processes  ol  flattery  were  exliansted.  All  tire 
cur/is  de  I’litfit,  the  senate,  the  council  of  state,  let  themselves  be  pre¬ 
sented  to  tiro  King  of  Home,  then  a  few  days  old  ;  tiiey  addressed  to  him 
discourses  to  whicli  his  nurse  or  governess  reidied;  then  they  defiled 
before  his  cradle  making  their  reverences,  I’eople  in  I’aris  amused 
themselves  nincli  with  this  scene.  Tire  birth  of  tliis  infant  was  wel¬ 
comed  with  real  enthusiasm  only  by  those  whose  fortunes  depended 
on  the  empire  of  Itonaparte  j  these  men  saw  in  it  the  cnn.servalion  of 
the  imperial  dynasty,  and  a  guarantee  to  themselves  for  the  future. 
Neverthele-S  the  child  lironght  with  him  at  his  liirth  tlie  germs  of  the 
inalad),  uliieh  ennsed  his  death.  15  it  the  world  was  keid  ignorant  of 
this.”— Ptirlcmaituirc.  ® 
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now  bore  to  them  ;  that  the  French  people  must 
never  forget  that  their  happiness  and  glory  were 
dependant  on  the  prosperity  of  the  throne  which 
he  had  raised,  consolidated,  and  aggrandized  by 
them  and  for  them  ;  that  he  desired  that  this 
should  he  properly  understood  by  every  French¬ 
man,  and  that,  happen  what  might,  or  in  whatever 
position  Providence  and  his  will  should  place  them, 
the  love  of  France  was  their  first  duty.  In  this  ses¬ 
sion  several  new  members  or  deputies  made  their 
first  triste  appearance.  These  were  Dutchmen 
from  Holland  and  the  other  United  Provinces, 
Germans  from  the  Hanse  Towns,  Swiss  from  the 
Valais  (now  formally  incorporated  with  France), 
and  Italians  from  the  confiscated  states  of  the 
Church.  They  had  all  been  named  by  the  French 
senate,  without  any  election  by  the  people  they 
w'ere  sent  to  represent,  and  by  whom  they  were 
reported  to  be  fairly  and  freely  chosen.  “  Alas  !” 
says  a  French  writer,  “we  still  kept  playing 
farces  !  hut  how  could  we  hope  to  deceive  anybody 
by  such  fictions  and  lies  as  these  ?”  It  was  pom¬ 
pously  reported  that  France  had  been  augmented 
by  sixteen  new  departments,  containing  altogether 
5,000,000  of  population,  yielding  100,000,000 
of  francs  of  revenue,  and  adding  300  leagues  of 
coast.  After  ministers  had  presented  a  budget  as 
fictitious  and  deceptive  as  all  the  rest,  and  after 
these  hollow  shadows  of  legislators  had  voted  ad¬ 
dresses  and  whatever  else  was  demanded  or  ex¬ 
pected  from  them  (sanctioning,  as  they  had  done 
before,  the  forestalling  of  the  annual  conscription, 
and  the  execution  of  severe  laws  against  such  as 
were  shy  of  the  murderous  Spanish  war,  and  endea¬ 
voured  to  escape  this  forced  enlistment),  the  short 
session  was  closed  on  the  25th  of  July  by  the 
Comte  de  Segur,  counsellor  of  state.  Segur,  in 
his  closing  discourse,  repeated  that  France  had 
800,000  men  under  arms,  and  that  350,000  of  these 
troops  were  in  Spain  or  on  the  frontiers,  ready  to 
act  in  that  country.  But  in  this  number  the 
count  certainly  counted  a  great  many  more  men 
than  were  really  effective,  while  he  or  his  master 
overlooked  the  exhaustion,  discontent,  and  down¬ 
right  disaffection  which  was  caused  by  the  merci¬ 
less  conscription.  Already,  in  many  of  the  dis¬ 
tricts  of  France,  young  men  and  men  in  the  prime 
and  vigour  of  life  had  almost  disappeared,  leaving, 
to  supply  their  places,  only  aged  and  infirm  men, 
children,  or  beardless  boys  ;  and  already  the  prac¬ 
tice  had  become  common  of  seizing  mere  boys, 
draughting  them  into  regiments,  and  sending  them 
across  the  Pyrenees  to  perish  of  fatigue  which  they 
liad  not  strength  to  bear.  The  great  question  of 
the  church  was  another  source  of  distraction  and 
uneasiness.  It  was  found  infinitely  more  difficult 
to  subdue  and  control  the  Roman  Catholic  clergy 
than  to  kidnap  or  imprison  the  helpless  old  pope ; 
and  all  the  devout  Catholics  in  Italy,  in  southern 
Germany,  and  even  in  France,  looked  with  more 
reverence  and  obedience  to  the  dungeon  of  Pius 
VH.  than  to  the  throne  of  Napoleon.  Kven  his 
own  maternal  uncle.  Cardinal  Fesch,  fell  from  his 
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side  in  this  holy  war,  and  took  part  with  the  pope 
or  with  the  canons  of  the  church.  Bishoprics 
were  falling  vacant ;  the  pope  refused  to  institute 
successors,  and  none  but  the  most  discredited  of 
the  churchmen  would  fill  the  vacant  sees  without 
the  papal  institution.  In  a  moment  of  wrath 
Bonaparte  spoke  of  making  a  schism  in  the  church, 
saying  that  he  knew  he  could  divide  France  and 
turn  half  or  more  of  it  into  a  protestant  or  some 
other  community.  “  Sire,”  said  Comte  Louis  de 
Narbonne,  who  had  not  lost  his  wit  and  causti¬ 
city  in  becoming  one  of  Bonaparte’s  chamberlains, 

“  I  am  afraid  there  is  not  enough  religion  in  all 
France  to  stand  a  division  !”  There  was,  however, 
religion  and  belief  in  the  south  of  France,  in  the 
Vendee,  in  many  other  remote  departments,  and  it 
certainly  lingered  still  in  some  corners  of  all  the 
great  towns,  not  excepting  Paris  itself,  that  great 
Temple  of  Reason ;  and  such  religion  as  there  was 
was  an  unmodified  fanatic  Catholicism.  Putting 
out  of  the  account  that  scarcely  visible  minority 
the  Huguenots,  or  Calvinists,  all  the  Frenchmen 
who  were  not  bigoted  Catholics  were  atheists,  or 
deists,  or  materialists,  in  whose  eyes  every  religious 
faith  was  about  equally  despicable.  It  was  by  con¬ 
ciliating  the  Catholics  that  Bonaparte  had  tran- 
quillised  the  interior  of  France  ;  and  he  knew  full 
well  that  the  zealots  would  relight  the  flames  of 
civil  war  and  brave  his  power,  great  as  it  was,  rather 
than  submit  now  to  receive  uncanonical  bishops 
and  unordained  cures.  In  the  month  of  June, 
while  his  submissive  Corps  Legislalij  was  sitting, 
Bonaparte  assembled  what  he  called  a  French  Na¬ 
tional  Ecclesiastical  Council.  More  than  a  hundred 
prelates  and  dignitaries  of  the  church  assembled 
in  the  palace  of  the  Archbishop  of  Paris  (Maury), 
and  thence  proceeded  in  solemn  jirocession  to  the 
church  of  Notre  Dame,  to  invoke  the  celestial  spi¬ 
rit  to  preside  over  their  deliberations.  After  high 
mass  a  sermon  was  preached,  and  this  was  followed 
by  the  reading  of  the  decree  which  convoked  the 
council,  and  of  the  profession  of  faith  adopted  by 
the  Council  of  Trent.  Th  is  over.  Cardinal  Fesch, 
who  had  officiated,  and  who  had  been  named  pre¬ 
sident,  repeated  the  oath  prescribed  for  bishops,  &c., 
by  the  bull  of  Pius  IV.,  which  began  with  these 
words  :  “  I  promise  and  vow  a  true  obedience  to 
the  Roman  pontiff,”  &c.  All  the  archbishops  and 
bishops  repeated  the  oath  after  him.  Three  days 
after  this — on  the  20th  of  June— this  council  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  organize  itself  and  to  deliberate,  Bona¬ 
parte’s  minister  of  worships,  mbiislre  des  cidtes, 
being  present,  to  issue,  in  case  of  need,  the  tem¬ 
poral  bulls  of  his  master.  This  lay  minister,  in 
fact,  opened  the  deliberations  himself  by  reading 
an  imperial  decree,  which  was  but  badly  received 
by  the  churchmen.  Cardinal  Fesch,  as  president, 
read  an  imperial  message,  by  which  the  council 
w'as  called  upon  to  decide  on  the  means  of  settling 
canonical  institutions.  Forthwith  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  examine  this  great  question  and  re¬ 
port  upon  it.  The  members  of  this  committee, 
after  various  communications  with  the  emperor, 
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adopted  a  report  ivhicli  he  himself  had  dicAated* 
The  majority  of  the  council  was  not,  however,  so 
docile  ;  when  the  committee  presented  their  report, 
and  the  draught  of  a  decree  in  conformity  with  it, 
the  council  voted  that  the  said  decree  could  be  of 
no  avail  until  sanctioned  by  the  pope.  This  was 
on  the  10th  of  July.  Immediately  an  imperial  de¬ 
cree  came  forth  dissolving  the  council,  and  orders 
were  issued  for  arresting  the  bishops  of  Tournay, 
Troyes,  and  Ghent,  who  had  been  very  energetic 
in  their  opposition  to  the  will  of  the  real  kid¬ 
napper  and  gaoler  of  the  pontiff.  These  three 
prelates  were  shut  up  in  the  castle  of  Vincennes, 
and  they  only  obtained  their  liberty  by  resigning 
their  sees.  Bonaparte  then  ordered  his  minister  of 
w'orships  to  call  together  not  a  council  but  a  com¬ 
mission  or  a  congregation  of  bishops;  but,  notwith¬ 
standing  the  timidity  or  time-serving  of  a  certain 
number  of  prelates,  nothing  could  be  settled,  and 
the  helpless  old  pontiff,  who  had  been  brought 
from  Savona  to  Fontainebleau,  continued  from  his 
prison  to  defy  all  the  threats,  violence,  and  pre¬ 
potency  of  the  master  or  dictator  of  Europe,  and 
his  excommunication  against  all  such  churchmen 
as  should  submit  to  the  will  of  the  lay  monarch, 
and  thereby  break  the  canons  of  the  church,  was 
left  unrevoked.  The  tyrant  in  the  Tuileries  was 
checked  and  humbled  hy  the  captive  of  Fontaine¬ 
bleau  ;  and  great  were  his  apprehensions  lest  some 
attempt  might  be  made  by  the  faithful  to  earry  oft’ 
Pius.  These  thoughts  caused  Bonaparte  much  dis¬ 
quietude,  as  well  while  he  was  meditating  his 
Russian  war,  as  when  he  was  absent  on  that 
disastrous  campaign.  If  the  pope  had  been  carried 
across  the  Alps,  at  a  time  when  nearly  every 
French  soldier  in  Italy,  and  a  great  part  of  the 
native  Italian  armies,  were  drawn  out  of  that 
country  to  perish  beyond  the  Vistula,  the  whole  of 
that  peninsula  would  have  been  convulsed. 

We  have  incidentally  alluded  to  some  of  the 
causes  which  rendered  the  continuance  of  the 
friendship  between  France  and  Russia,  or  between 
Napoleon  and  Alexander,  an  impossibility.  Other 
causes  of  rupture  existed ;  nor,  excepting  the 
youthful  admiration  of  Alexander  for  the  military 
genius  and  success  of  the  great  soldier  of  fortune, 
would  it  be  easy  to  discover  any  good  ground  for 
sympathy  or  good-fellowship.  On  both  sides  there 
was  a  proneness  to  trickery  and  duplicity,  the 
Russian  cabinet  being  quite  equal  to  Corsicans 
and  Frenchmen  in  a  contest  of  this  kind.  After 
promising,  or  at  least  inducing  the  czar  to  believe 
that  he  promised,  to  leave  the  sultan  to  his  fate,  or 
not  to  interfere  for  the  preservation  of  the  Turkish 
dominions  in  Europe,  Bonaparte  had  encouraged 
and  assisted  the  Turks,  who  continued  their  war, 
and,  though  often  beaten,  cost  the  Russians  enor¬ 
mous  sacrifices.  By  creating  the  Grand  Duchy 
ot  Warsaw,  by  uniting  to  it  Western  Gallicia  and 

•  It  is  siiid  Ihiil  roniiparte  ri'snrtod  to  one  of  his  s  nvamouch  tricks 
— that  lie  (Inpeil  the  meniliersof  llie  council's  committee  hy  iiresentin^' 
to  them  !i  letter  (thnugh  not  si^^ncil)  from  the  pope,  which  seemed  to 
recommend  eoinplianee. 
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Cracow,  and  (when  it  suited  his  purpose)  by  talk¬ 
ing  oracularly  of  the  possibility  of  re-construct¬ 
ing  the  old  and  once  vast  Polish  nondescript  (it 
can  neither  be  called  a  monarchy  nor  a  repub¬ 
lic),  Bonaparte  gave  occasion  to  great  distrust 
and  uneasiness ;  for  such  a  reconstruction  of  Po¬ 
land  must  interpose  a  barrier  between  Russia  and 
the  civilised  nations  of  Western  Europe,  and  tend 
to  throw  her  back  to  her  original  condition  of  an 
Eastern  power,  with  free  communications  only  with 
semi-harbarous  countries.  Even  if  placed  in  the 
condition  of  a  truly  independent  state,  strong  enough 
to  support  herself  by  herself,  and  exempt  from  any 
foreign  dictation,  whether  from  France  or  from 
any  other  power,  Poland,  from  the  whole  nature 
of  things,  and  from  what  had  passed  in  her  wars 
and  partitions,  could  never  be  the  friend  or  the 
quiet  neighbour  of  Russia ;  but  the  idea  of  Polish 
national  independence,  and  of  her  freedom  from 
French  control,  was  not  to  be  entertained  by  any 
rational  man  for  a  single  moment.  Europe  was 
too  full  of  proofs  of  what  Bonaparte  meant  by  the 
independence  of  the  nations  or  states  he  protected 
or  created.  If  he  had  re-united  all  the  territories, 
from  the  shores  of  the  Black  Sea  to  the  shores  of 
the  Baltic,  which  once  belonged  to  her,  still  Poland 
would  have  been  and  could  have  been  only  a  de¬ 
pendence  of  France,  with  a  submissive  king  and 
government,  who  must  have  received  their  orders 
and  instructions  from  Paris.  Such  a  reconstruc¬ 
tion  was  impracticable;  but,  take  the  Duchy  of 
Warsaw  as  Bonaparte  had  constituted  it,  take  the 
submissive  character  and  habits  of  the  King  of 
Saxony,  on  whom  he  had  conferred  this  Grand 
Duchy,  take  the  decided  French  predilections  of 
the  largest  or  most  stirring  part  of  the  Poles,  their 
rancorous  hate  of  the  Russians,  their  readiness  to 
serve  in  any  war  wherein  Bonaparte  might  choose 
to  employ  them,  and  the  rapture  with  which  they 
hailed  every  prospect  of  an  opportunity  to  serve 
under  him  against  their  hereditary  foes,  and  no 
surprise  need  be  felt  at  the  fact  that  this  ephemeral 
state  was,  as  long  as  it  existed,  a  sharp  thorn  in 
the  side  of  Russia.  The  Grand  Duchy  of  Warsaw 
was  little  else  than  a  vast  garrison  for  Bonaparte, 
or  a  vanguard  to  his  prodigious  armies  ;  or,  if  it 
were  more  than  this,  it  was  a  centre  of  intrigues 
and  machinations  all  hostile  to  Russia.  Bonaparte 
too  had  given  no  slight  offence  to  the  czar  by  dis¬ 
possessing  his  near  family  connexion  the  Duke  of 
Oldenburg  of  his  territory,  contrary  to  the  treaty 
of  Tilsit.  But,  perhaps,  the  cause  which  contri¬ 
buted  most  of  all  to  the  quarrel,  or  which  most 
hastened  on  the  open  rupture,  was  the  Continental 
System,  to  which  Russia  could  not  submit  without 
ruin,  and  to  which  Alexander  could  not  have  at¬ 
tempted  to  adhere  without  incurring  the  risk  of 
some  of  those  summary  proceedings  wherewith  the 
Russians  had  been  accustomed  to  remedy  the  mis¬ 
chievous  polity  of  their  sovereigns.  Tlie  nobility 
and  great  landholders  of  the  country  soon  dis¬ 
covered  the  unchangeable  truth  that  nations  can¬ 
not  sell  unless  they  buy ;  that  this  excluding  con- 
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tinental  system,  which  prohibited  the  purchase  of 
British  manufactures,  colonial  produce,  &c.,  shut 
them  out  from  the  best  market  they  had  for  their 
own  produce,  and  prevented  their  exporting  by  sea 
what  they  grew  on  their  own  vast  estates.  The 
complaints  of  his  powerful  subjects  had  induced 
Alexander  to  issue,  on  the  31st  of  December,  1810, 
a  ukase,  by  which  colonial  and  other  goods  were 
allowed  to  be  introduced  into  the  ports  of  Russia, 
unless  they  clearly  appeared  to  be  the  property  of 
subjects  of  Great  Britain.  Such  a  restriction  was 
futile,  and  was,  as  a  matter  of  course,  intended  by 
the  government  of  Alexander  to  be  so:  it  was 
evaded  with  the  greatest  ease,  and  the  trade  with 
England  might  almost  be  said  to  be  re-opened  once 
more.  The  conduct  of  Bernadotte,  as  crown  prince, 
or  de  facto  king,  of  Sweden,  coincided  very  per¬ 
fectly  with  this  Russian  system,  and  aggravated 
the  choler  of  Bonaparte.  Complaints  uttered  by 
the  French  ambassador  at  St.  Petersburgh  were 
soon  followed  by  arrogant  and  most  insolent  me¬ 
naces.  Some  of  the  Parisian  litterateurs  in  the 
pay  of  Bonaparte,  who  had  formerly  been  em¬ 
ployed  in  writing  eulogiums  of  the  just  and  mag¬ 
nanimous  Emperor  Alexander,  were  now  set  to 
work  to  traduce  him,  his  whole  family,  his  court, 
his  country,  and  his  people;  and,  between  the 
autumn  and  winter  of  1811  and  the  spring  of 
1812,  as  many  and  as  atrocious  calumnies  were 
produced  against  the  czar  as  had  been  issued 
against  the  unfortunate  Queen  of  Prussia  just  be¬ 
fore  the  opening  of  the  Prussian  war  of  1806. 
Besides  indulging  his  spite  and  malice,  Bonaparte 
considered  this  as  a  very  proper  way  of  preparing 
the  minds  of  the  French  people  for  a  tremendous 
contest.  A  pretended  history  of  the  Russian  em¬ 
pire — a  revolting  libel  from  the  first  page  to  the 
last — was  published  in  Paris,  and  widely  circu¬ 
lated  under  the  secret  auspices  of  the  police.  In 
this  once  w'ell  known  book  nearly  every  vice  and 
crime  which  Suetonius  attributes  to  the  Roman 
emperors  were  attributed  to  the  Russian  czars ; 
and  Alexander  himself  was  charged,  not  merely 
with  being  privy  and  consentient  to,  but  an  actor 
in,  the  murder  of  his  own  father,  the  crazed  Paul. 
As  the  French  press  continued  to  be  in  shackles, 
as  nothing  was  allowed  to  be  printed  and  pub¬ 
lished  of  which  Bonaparte  and  his  police  did  not 
approve,  the  Russian  Emperor  was  justified  in 
liolding  the  Emperor  of  the  French  responsible  for 
these  outrages.  They  were  proof,  and  more  than 
proof,  enough  that  Bonaparte  had  fully  made  up 
lus  mind  to  undertake  a  Russian  war;  and  some 
considerable  time  before  the  close  of  the  year  1811 
most  men  in  France  clearly  saw  that  the  most 
gigantic  preparations  w’ere  making  for  an  unprece¬ 
dented  campaign. 

Bonaparte  had  driven  from  his  presence  Talley¬ 
rand  and  every  other  able  and  acute  statesman, 
together  with  almost  every  man  that  presumed  to  en¬ 
tertain  or  express  opinions  opposite  to  his  own  ;  yet 
still  it  is  said  that  a  few  sensible  counsellors,  men 
attached  to  his  interest  as  it  involved  their  own, 
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ventured  gently  to  remonstrate  against  his  present 
mad  project,  to  represent  the  undecided  state  of  the 
warfare  in  Spain,  the  frightful  drain  made  upon 
the  population  of  France,  as  well  as  upon  that  of 
Italy  and  other  dei)endent  states,  by  that  warfare, 
the  sullen  aspect  of  all  the  north  of  Germany,  the 
spirit  displayed  particularly  by  the  students  in  the 
German  universities,  the  progress  making  by 
patriotic  political  societies  in  nearly  all  parts  of 
Germany,  the  doubtful  attitude  assumed  by  Berna¬ 
dotte,  the  insecure  nature  of  the  tie  which  bound 
Austria  to  him,  and  the  wonderful  and  sudden  in¬ 
fluence  'which  might  yet  be  exercised  on  the  conti¬ 
nent  of  Europe  by  English  subsidies.  But  the 
Man  of  Destiny  frowned  down  these  prudent  advi¬ 
sers,  or  silenced  their  remonstrances  with  tranchant 
argument  or  vapid  declamation.  We  look  in  vain 
for  any  new  encouragement  which  he  could  have 
found  anywhere  except  in  the  predicted  bankruptcy 
of  England  and  the  now  manilested  intention  of  the 
United  States  of  America  to  brave  the  maritime 
power  of  Britain,  and  rush  into  a  war  against 
the  country  to  which  they  o-wed  their  origin,  their 
language,  and  every  high  quality  which  distin¬ 
guished  them  as  a  people.  He  considered  that  this 
American  war  must  inevitably  act  as  a  capital 
diversion  in  his  favour ;  and  he  hastened  to  nego¬ 
tiate  an  intimate  alliance  between  the  United  States 
and  France— between  the  model  republic  of  modern 
times  and  the  destroyer  of  republics  old  and  new  ; 
between  a  people  who  had  laid  it  down  as  a 
fundamental  principle  of  their  constitution  and 
government  that  conquest  by  force  of  arms  was 
unjustifiable  and  inadmissible,  and  a  people  and  a 
man  who  had  been  conquering  or  overrunning  not 
only  their  neighbours,  but  nearly  all  the  countries 
of  Europe  for  eighteen  years. 

a.d.  1812.  The  parliamentary  session  was  opened 
on  January  the  7th,  with  the  speech  of  the  prince 
regent,  delivered  by  commission.  The  speech 
dwelt  upon  the  favourable  military  events  of  the 
past  year,  and  upon  the  circumstances  which  en¬ 
couraged  hope  and  perseverance.  It  applauded  tlie 
consummate  talents  of  Lord  Wellington,  the  perse¬ 
vering  bravery  of  the  Spanish  people,  and  the 
e.\tension  of  the  guerilla  system  of  warfare.  With 
reference  to  the  subsisting  differences  between 
Great  Britain  and  America  it  was  stated  that  the 
discussions  had  not  been  brought  to  an  amicable 
close;  but  that  no  measure  of  conciliation  should 
be  left  untried,  which  might  be  found  consistent 
with  the  honour  of  the  empire,  and  the  commercial 
and  maritime  interests  of  the  country.  The  ad¬ 
dresses  were  carried  in  both  Houses  wdthout  a  divi¬ 
sion,  but  not  without  debate  and  censure.  In  the 
Lords,  Grenville  and  Grey  pronounced  a  sweeping 
condemnation  on  all  the  measures  of  government  at 
all  connected  with  the  war  or  foreign  policy,  making 
new  predictions  of  calamities  which  must  follow  any 
rupture  with  our  brethren  beyond  the  Atlantic.  In 
the  other  House  Sir  Francis  Burdett  declared  that 
Englishmen  for  the  last  eighteen  years,  nay,  ever 
since  the  war  of  the  American  revolution,  had  been 
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daily  losing  their  liberty ;  that  a  detestation  of 
French  liberty  had  first  produced  the  present  war; 
that  nothing  had  been  done  for  the  Spanish  people  ; 
that,  even  if  the  cause  of  Spain  should  be  honestly 
undertaken  by  the  British  government,  it  had  now 
become  perfectly  hopeless  ;  that  the  victories  won  by 
our  armies  were  altogether  barren,  &c.  :  and  then 
came  the  baronet’s  prescription  of  parliamentary 
reform. 

The  regent’s  speech  had  intimated  that  no  change 
had  taken  place  in  the  indisposition  of  the  king. 
On  the  16th  of  January,  the  House  of  Commons 
having  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  to  consider 
the  question  of  tlie  king’s  household,  Mr.  Perceval, 
the  premier,  laid  before  it  the  measures  proposed  to 
be  adopted.  He  stated  that,  according  to  the  opi¬ 
nions  of  his  physicians,  the  expectation  of  his 
majesty’s  recovery  was  diminished  ;  and  as,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  regency  bill,  the  restrictions  of  which 
were  limited  to  one  year,  the  entire  sovereign  au¬ 
thority  must  soon  devolve  on  the  prince  regent,  and 
with  it  the  civil  list,  he  called  attention  to  the  ar¬ 
rangements  which  it  might  be  proper  to  make  fur 
the  royal  household.  Several  objections  were  taken 
to  the  ministerial  plan ;  but,  in  the  end,  the  two 
following  resolutions  were  carried — “  1.  That,  for 
making  provision  for  the  due  arrangement  of  his 
majesty’s  household,  and  for  the  exercise  of  the 
royal  authority  during  the  continuance  of  his  ma¬ 
jesty’s  indisposition,  and  for  the  purpose  of  enabling 
the  queen  to  meet  the  increased  expenses  to  which, 
in  consequence  of  such  indisposition,  her  majesty 
may  be  exposed,  there  be  granted,  out  of  the  conso¬ 
lidated  fund  of  Great  Britain,  the  additional  yearly 
sum  of  70,000^.  2.  That  it  is  expedient  that  pro¬ 

vision  be  made  for  defraying  the  expenses  incident 
to  the  assumption  of  the  personal  exercise  of  the 
royal  authority  by  his  royal  highness  the  prince 
regent,  in  the  name  and  on  the  behalf  of  his  ma¬ 
jesty.” 

The  bills  framed  upon  these  resolutions,  though 
they  underwent  some  discussion,  encountered  no 
very  strenuous  opposition.  Some  members  urged 
that  any  such  addition  to  the  queen’s  income  was 
unnecessary ;  and  that  the  proposed  grant  to  cover 
the  expenses  of  the  regent,  being  meant  to  apply 
retrospectively,  did  away  with  the  merit  of  the 
prince’s  having  declined  burthening  the  country 
with  any  additional  charge  when  he  first  took  the 
reins  of  government  into  his  hands.  Upon  this 
last  point,  however,  that  very  important  part  of  the 
Whig  opposition  who  had  been  accustomed  to  call 
themselves,  or  to  be  considered,  the  Prince  of 
Wales’s  friends,  ■were  quite  silent.  It  was  made 
apparent  that  there  was  again  a  deficiency  in  the 
civil  list ;  and,  while  this  was  to  be  made  up,  it 
was  represented  that  two  courts  and  households 
must  he  maintained,  the  one  for  the  queen,  who 
would  keep  together  the  servants  to  whom  the  king 
w’as  most  attached,  and  one  for  the  regent,  who 
was  bound  to  support  the  splendour  of  the  throne. 
Virtually  the  civil  list,  chargeable  with  the  addi¬ 
tional  70,000/.  to  the  queen,  was  vested  in  the 
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regent,  who  was  allowed  also  to  retain  his  revenue 
as  Prince  of  Wales.* 

The  bill  for  prohibiting  the  grant  of  offices  in 
reversion  being  about  to  expire,  Mr.  Bankes  intro¬ 
duced  a  new  bill  in  order  to  render  the  measure 
permanent.  On  the  second  reading  of  this  bill,  on 
the  7th  of  February,  Perceval,  without  giving  any 
previous  notice  of  his  intention,  opposed  it,  although 
on  former  occasions  the  bill  had  passed  the  Com¬ 
mons  almost  without  objection ;  and  it  was  re¬ 
jected  in  a  thin  House  by  a  majority  of  two.  After 
this  defeat  Mr.  Bankes  proposed  a  bill  for  the  same 
jiurpose,  but  limited  to  two  years.  This  met  with 
no  opposition  in  the  Commons ;  and  it  was  carried 
through  the  Lords  after  the  rejection  of  an  amend¬ 
ment  proposed  by  Earl  Grosvenor  for  continuing 
its  operation  to  the  year  1840.  Early  in  the  session 
notice  had  been  taken  of  an  appointment  conferred 
upon  the  regent’s  confidential  servant.  Colonel 
Mac  Mahon.  The  place  was  that  of  paymaster  of 
w’idows’  pensions,  which  had  been  long  held  by 
General  Fox,  the  brother  of  the  deceased  states¬ 
man  Charles  Fox,  but  which  had  long  been  consi¬ 
dered  as  a  mere  sinecure.  The  reports  of  two 
committees  of  the  House  of  Commons,  one  as  far 
back  as  the  year  1783,  and  the  other  as  recent  as 
the  year  1808,  recommended  the  abolition  of  tbe 
office,  as  well  as  that  of  a  deputy-paymaster,  as 
being  unnecessary,  the  holder  of  the  one  having  very 
little  to  do,  the  holder  of  the  other  nothing  at  all. 
Upon  the  death  of  General  Fox,t  it  had  been  re¬ 
commended  to  ministers  to  do  away  with  the  office 
the  general  had  so  long  held.  But,  during  the 
recess  of  parliament,  ministers,  to  gratify  the  prince, 
had  conferred  the  paymastership  upon  Colonel  Mac 
Mahon,  with  the  intimation  that  the  colonel  was  to 
hold  it  subject  to  any  future  arrangement  by  parlia¬ 
ment.  But  the  foes  to  sinecures  now  represented 
that  the  place  had  not  been  granted  to  General  Fox 
for  life  any  more  than  to  Colonel  Mac  Mahon  ;  yet, 
that  on  turning  to  the  report  of  the  committee  of 
1783,  it  would  be  seen  that  no  reason  had  been 
given  for  not  immediately  abolishing  the  office, 
save  that  it  was  then  held  by  General  Fox.  And 
they  argued  that,  if  ministers  had  acted  consistently 
w'ith  that  recommendation,  they  would  certainly 
have  abolished  the  place  at  the  general’s  death, 
instead  of  making  a  new  grant  of  it  to  the  colonel, 
in  w'hosc  behalf  it  might  also  be  pleaded  that  it 
would  be  hard  to  deprive  him  of  what  had  been 
given  to  him  and  enjoyed  by  him.  This,  they  said, 
was  throwing  discredit  upon  the  prince  regent,  and 
insulting  parliament.  On  the  other  side,  ministers 

*  Shortly  aPter  this  settlement  tlie  recent,  hy  letter  to  both  Houses, 
recommended  a  separate  provision  for  liis  sisters  the  princesses;  ami 
Perceval,  on  the  JiSrd  of  March,  proposed  tlu\t  to  each  of  the  four 
])rincesses  should  be  jjranted  9e0('/.  a-year,  exclu.sive  of  the  '1000/. 
a-ycar  from  the  civil  list,  which  last  sum,  being  jiayable  during  plea* 
sure,  could  not  be  relied  upon  witli  certainty.  The  mini.ster  iurtle-r 
proposed  that  at  the  death  of  one  of  the  princes.se.s  the  allo\>ance  to 
each  of  the  surviving  sisters  ^houl^l  be  raised  to  lO.OUO/.  i»er  annum, 
that  the  same  should  continue  when  there  should  be  two  survivors 
only,  and  that  the  sole  survivor  should  receive  12,000/.  per  aiiimin. 
A  bill  granting  36,000/.  per  annum  for  tiiese  ptiii  osi*s  was  carried 
williout  any  difliculty. 

t  (ieneial  Pox  had  not  <lied  until  tbe  l«th  of  July,  1811,  when  tlie 
j)rece{liug  sesbiuii  of  paiUament  was  within  a  few  dajs  of  its  pro- 
rogation. 
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praised  the  character  and  talent  of  Mac  Mahon  ;  | 
said  that  his  case  was  that  of  a  person  whose  ser¬ 
vices  merited  public  remuneration  ;  that  the  power 
of  giving  pensions  instead  of  sinecures  had  not  yet 
been  granted  to  the  regent,  and  that,  under  these 
circumstances,  the  quasi  sinecure  liaviug  become 
vacant,  it  had  been  given  to  as  wortliy  an  individual 
as  the  government  could  have  selected.  The  House, 
however,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Bankes,  refused  by 
115  against  112  to  vote  the  money  to  pay  the 
salary  of  the  office.  This  was  equivalent  to  a  vote 
for  the  abolition  of  the  said  office.  Mac  Mahon 
was  remunerated  by  the  post  of  private  secretary 
to  the  regent.  This  produced  a  fresh  storm  from 
the  opposition  benches,  whose  occupants  had  now 
become  thoroughly  convinced  that  there  was  no 
hope  nor  chance  of  the  regent’s  changing  the  ad¬ 
ministration,  and  who  were  thereby  led  to  change 
the  policy  in  which  they  had  persevered  so  many 
years,  of  lauding  the  prince  and  defending  his 
conduct  on  all  occasions.  Mr.  Wynne  immediately 
called  the  attention  of  parliament  and  of  the  coun¬ 
try  to  the  novel  and  extraordinary  appointment, 
of  which  the  representatives  of  the  peoi)le  knew 
nothing  more  than  what  they  learned  from  the 
Gazette.  He  declared  that  no  regent  or  king 
had  any  right  to  keep  a  private  secretary  ;  that 
the  only  proper  secretaries  were  the  secretaries  of 
state;  that  the  secretary  of  state  for  the  home  de¬ 
partment  was  the  sovereign’s  private  secretary ; 
that  William  III.  had  no  private  secretary,  nor 
George  I.,  nor  George  II.,  nor  even  George  III., 
until  after  his  majesty’s  deprivation  of  sight,  when 
Colonel  Taylor  was  employed  in  that  capacity. 
He  asked  whether  it  was  proper  to  have  a  private 
secretary  to  read  to  the  regent  the  communications 
of  his  ministers  ;  and  he  raised  other  difficulties  in 
the  way  of  the  new  appointment.  Ministers  repre¬ 
sented  the  immense  increase  of  public  business,  and 
maintained  that  the  appointment  of  a  private  secre¬ 
tary  was  neither  unlawful  nor  inexpedient,  unless 
the  House  were  prepared  to  make  the  regent  one 
of  the  greatest  slaves  in  his  ovwi  dominions.  The 
motion  for  an  inquiry  was  rejected  by  176  to  100; 
but  it  was  thought  expedient  to  adopt  the  sug¬ 
gestion  of  Wilberforce,  that  the  private  secretary’s 
salary  (2000/.  per  annum)  should  be  left  to  be  paid 
out  of  the  regent’s  privy  purse. 

Unfortunately  for  the  opposition,  some  of  their 
leaders  got  entangled  in  the  economy  web  of  Mr. 
Bankes,  and  in  the  labyrinth  of  the  anti-sinecure 
and  reforming  propositions  of  the  party.  The 
stormy  discussions  about  Mac  Mahon’s  affair  were 
scarcely  finished,  when  Bankes  brought  in  a  hill 
for  utterly  abolishing  many  sinecure  places;  and 
ministers,  who  opposed  the  bill,  w'ere  left  in  a  mi¬ 
nority.*  Three  days  after  this,  on  the  7th  of  May, 
Mr.  Creevey  rose  to  recommend  great  savings  instead 
of  small  ones,  and  called  the  serious  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  tellerships  of  the  exchequer,  now  and 
for  a  very  long  series  of  years  held  by  the  Marquess 

*  TIi.'io  v<  tea  C.tt  the  U.int  r  aCiiig  r.f  Bankes's  kill  131 ;  araiiist  it 
123. 
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of  Buckingham  and  Lord  Carliden,  each  of  whom 
was  in  the  receipt  of  more  than  1000/.  for  every  100/. 
that  Mac  Mahon  would  have  received  as  paymaster 
of  widows’  pensions.*  These  tellerships  were  as 
ancient  as  the  exchequer  itself,  and,  like  other  offices 
bestowed  by  the  crown,  they  conferred  upon  the 
holders  a  vested  right,  with  which,  it  was  held, 
parliament  could  not  interfere.  The  emoluments 
arose  out  of  certain  fees  charged  on  the  issue  of 
the  public  moneys,  and  they  increased,  of  course, 
with  the  increase  of  the  public  expenditure.  Thus 
every  year  of  this  war,  w’hich  added  to  the  taxation 
of  the  country,  swelled  the  emoluments  of  the  two 
noblemen,  who,  in  the  last  year,  were  said  to  have 
divided  between  them  the  enormous  sum  of  54,000/. 
A  poundage  on  all  sums  issued  for  the  army,  navy, 
ordnance,  &c.,  and  a  fee  of  2^  per  cent,  on  pen¬ 
sions  and  annuities,  were  charged  by  the  tellers. t 
Parliament,  however,  had  upon  several  occasions 
interfered  to  a  certain  extent  with  these  emoluments 
of  the  tellers.  Thus,  quite  recently,  the  annuities 
conferred  on  the  four  princesses  had  been  exempted 
from  the  fee  of  2J  per  cent.,  and  indeed  from  any 
deduction  whatever  to  the  tellers.  The  subsidies 
granted  to  foreign  powers  had  always  in  practice 
been  exempted ;  and,  although  the  tellers  had  for¬ 
merly  claimed  5.y.  per  cent,  on  all  sums  issued  for 
the  extraordinary  expenses  of  the  army,  parliament 
on  one  occasion,  when  the  sum  of  100,000/.  had 
been  granted  under  this  head,  stepped  in,  and  re¬ 
duced  the  fee  to  3v.  9d.  per  cent.  Upon  these 
grounds  Mr.  Creevey  founded  a  series  of  resolu¬ 
tions,  the  last  of  which  declared  ;  “  That  it  is  the 
duty  of  parliament,  in  the  present  unparalleled  state 
of  national  expenditure  and  public  calamity,  to 
exercise  its  rights  still  farther  over  the  fees  now 
paid  out  of  the  public  money  at  the  exchequer,  so 
as  to  confine  the  profits  of  the  two  tellers  to  some 
fixed  and  settled  sum  of  money,  more  conformable 
in  amount  to  the  usual  grants  of  public  money  for 
public  services,  &c.”  In  their  dread  of  further 
inroads  upon  vested  rights,  and  out  of  other  mo¬ 
tives  apparently  unconnected  with  any  particular 
affection  or  regard  for  the  two  noble  tellers, 
ministers  opposed  both  the  original  motion,  and  an 
amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Brand  for  appointing 
a  committee  to  inquire  into  precedents ;  and — what 
seemed  stranger — the  greater  part  of  the  opposition 
joined  the  ministers,  both  Ponsonby  and  Tierney 
not  only  voting  but  speaking  at  length  on  the  same 
side  as  Perceval.  Thus  the  original  motion  was 
lost  without  a  division,  and  Brand’s  motion  was 
rejected  by  148  against  40.  A  distinguished  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  opposition,  who  had  voted  with  the  mi¬ 
nority,  says  :  “  On  this  occasion  Ponsonby,  Tierney, 

*  Tlie  place  which  General  Fox  had  held  so  many  years,  and  which 
Mac  Mahon  had  held  only  a  few  months,  was  calculated  as  worth 
2700/.  pi*r  annum  ;  but  it  is  doubted  whether  it  afforded  2000/.  The 
tellerships  of  tlie  exclicquer  had  risen  to  26,000/.  or  27,000/.  per  annum 
eacli ! 

-|-  From  a  report  of  the  Commissioners  of  Public  Accounts  in  1782, 
it  appeared  that  the  profits  of  this  ufiice,  which  in  time  of  peace  had 
not  liilherto  amounted  to  more  than  2700/.  per  annum  to  each  of  the 
tellers,  had  risen  to  7000/.  per  annum  for  eacli,  in  consequence  of  the 
oxpiMJses  incurred  durin;'  the  Amer  can  war.  From  the  report  of 
jtirulu  r  coniniiUee,  made  iu  1808,  it  appeared  that  the  emolunicnt.s  <  t 
the  U-1  ers  amounted  at  that  time  to  23,000/.  per  annum  c..ch. 
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and  the  greatest  part  of  (lie  opposition,  joined  the 
ministers.  Lord  Grenville,  indeed,  had  said  that 
he  considered  the  motion  as  aimed  personally  at 
himself,  his  family,  and  his  friends  ;  and  therefore 
most  of  the  firm  adherents  to  the  opposition  party 
voted  accordingly,  or  staid  away.  In  the  minority, 
however,  were  Whitbread,  General  Fergusson, 
Lord  Tavistock,  Lord  Archibald  Hamilton,  and 
Hrougham.”*  What  between  his  own  auditor- 
ship,  and  these  tellerships,  the  exchequer  was  or 
ought  to  have  been  rather  fatal  to  Lord  Grenville’s 
patriotism  or  popularity.  One  of  these  tellers,  the 
Marrpiess  of  Buckingham,  was  the  Mr.  George 
Grenville,  the  prime  minister  of  former  times,  and 
the  uncle  of  Lord  Grenville.  The  Grenvillites 
asked  whether  the  opposition  would  destroy  the 
Whig  aristocracy,  and  the  weight  of  their  argu¬ 
ments  or  of  their  influence  may  be  judged  of  by 
the  conduct  of  that  opposition  at  this  critical 
moment.  Ministers,  and  those  who  spoke  with 
them  against  any  interference  with  the  vested  rights 
of  the  two  tellers,  said  that,  although  their  office  was 
certainly  obnoxious  on  account  of  its  enormous 
profits,  it  could  not  continue  very  long ;  that  one 
of  the  holders  was  above  sixty  years  old,  and  the 
other  nearly  of  the  same  age,  so  that  parliament 
would,  at  no  very  distant  period,  be  enabled  to 
regulate  or  abolish  the  office  without  injustice  to 
individuals.  In  November  of  this  year  the  two 
noble  tellers,  in  a  conjoint  letter  to  the  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer,  intimated  their  intention  of  con¬ 
tributing  to  the  public  service  a  third  of  their 
salary  and  fees  from  the  5th  of  January  next  to  the 
end  of  the  war.  The  Marquess  of  Buckingham 
died  on  the  11th  of  February  of  the  following  year. 
Lord  Camden,  now  the  Marquess  Camden,  is  still 
alive,  but  in  1814  voluntarily  resigned  all  the  extra¬ 
ordinary  emoluments  of  his  office,  amounting  to 
about  9000/.  a  year,  reserving  to  himself  only  the 
salary  of  2100/.. 

Before  the  session  closed  an  attack  was  made  by 
the  opposition  upon  another  patent  place,  the  emolu¬ 
ments  of  which  seemed  disproportionate  to  the  duties 
and  services  of  the  office.  In  the  session  of  1810  Mr. 
Perceval  himself  had  brought  into  parliament  a 
bdl  to  regulate  the  office  of  Registrar  of  the  Admi¬ 
ralty  and  Prize  Courts.  This  most  lucrative  office, 
while  his  father  was  first  lord  of  the  admiralty,  had 
been  granted  in  reversion  to  his  elder  brother  Lord 
Arden  (who  now  enjoyed  it),  and  after  Lord  Arden’s 
death  to  Mr.  Perceval  himself.  The  regulations 
proposed  in  Perceval’s  bill  w'ere  not  to  take  place 
at  present,  and  no  reductions  of  emolument  were  to 
be  made  till  after  the  expiration  of  the  existing 
present  and  reversionary  interests,  or  until  after 
the  death  of  Lord  Arden  and  Perceval ;  and  it  is 
said,  that  no  regulations  would  have  been  proposed 
at  all,  if  the  subject  had  not  been  forced  upon  the 
])remier  by  the  reports  of  the  finance  committee. 
The  hill  declared  that  the  registrar  should  be  enti¬ 
tled  to  only  one  third  part  of  the  fees  of  his  office  j 
and  that  the  remaining  two-thirds  should  go  to  the 

*  .Sir  Samuel  Uomilly,  Diary  of  I’arliamenlary  Life,  in  Memoiiv. 
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consolidated  fund.  Sir  Samuel  Romilly  objected 
•that,  where  the  fees  of  an  office  relating  to  the 
administration  of  justice  were  too  large,  the  proper 
course  to  be  taken  was  to  diminish  the  fees  for  the 
benefit  of  the  suitors,  and  not,  as  was  here  proposed, 
to  continue  the  abuse  and  let  the  public  in  to  share 
the  spoils.  The  bill  was,  however,  carried  as  Per¬ 
ceval  had  framed  it.  But  now,  in  June  1812, 
another  bill  fur  regulating  the  office  of  Registrar  of 
the  Admiralty  and  Prize  Courts  was  brought  in  by 
Mr.  Henry  Martin.  It  was  opposed  by  all  the 
crown  lawyers.  Sir  Samuel  Romilly  supported  the 
bill,  the  main  principle  of  which  was  to  prevent 
the  registrar  from  making  profit  for  his  own  use  of 
the  suitors’  money  deposited  in  his  hands,  and  to 
establish  regulations  similar  to  those  adopted  in  the 
Court  of  Chancery  when  the  office  of  accountant- 
general  was  created.  Sir  Samuel  said  he  could 
have  no  doubt  that  an  officer  of  a  court  intrusted 
with  the  suitors’  money  could  not  legally  make 
interest  of  it  for  his  own  benefit ;  that  one  of  the 
articles  of  impeachment  against  Lord  chancellor 
Macclesfield  was,  that  he  had  encouraged  the  mas¬ 
ters  in  Chancery  to  make  profit  of,  and  traffic  with, 
the  suitors’  money  ;  and  that  if  the  House  rejected 
this  bill  they  would  themselves  be  guilty  of  the 
same  crime  of  which  they  had  formerly  accused 
Lord  Macclesfield — they  would  permit  and  encou¬ 
rage  the  registrar  to  employ  and  traffic  with  the 
money  of  the  suitors.  The  bill,  however,  was 
rejected,  in  a  thin  house,  by  a  majority  of  38,  the 
numbers  being  65  against  27.  It  was  made  to 
appear  that  Lord  Arden,  the  registrar,  whose  fees 
averaged  about  12,000/.  a-year,  had  made  7000/. 
a-j?ear  more  by  interest  and  profits  of  suitors’ 
money,  and  that  he  had  sometimes  above  200,000/. 
of  such  money  employed  at  interest.*  These  public 
revelations  injured  the  effect  of  the  praise  for  disin¬ 
terestedness  wdiich  had  been  given  to  the  late 
premier. 

The  Marquess  Wellesley,  who  was  dissatisfied 
with  some  of  his  colleagues,  and  who  was  supposed 
to  have  contracted  some  engagements  with  the  op¬ 
position,  signified  his  intention  of  resigning  almost 
as  soon  as  parliament  had  met.  He  was  induced, 
however,  to  remain  in  office  till  the  expiration  of 
the  year  to  which  the  restrictions  on  the  regent  were 
limited.  But  when,  on  the  18th  of  February,  that 
period  arrived,  and  the  regent  still  seemed  deter¬ 
mined  to  retain  the  ministers  his  father  had  left  in 
power,  the  marquess  declared  that,  though  upon  cer¬ 
tain  principles  he  would  be  ready  to  comply  with 
the  regent’s  wishes  and  serve  with  Mr.  Perceval, 
he  could  never  serve  under  him.  His  resignation 
was  accepted  on  the  19th  of  February,  and  there¬ 
upon  Lord  Castlereagh  returned  to  office,  and  suc¬ 
ceeded  the  marquess  as  secretary  for  foreign  affairs. 
Six  days  before  the  Marquess  Wellesley’s  resigna¬ 
tion,  the  regent  wrote  a  letter,  which  was  purposely 
made  public,  to  his  brother  the  Duke  of  York. 
The  regent  began  with  alluding  to  the  fast  approach- 

*  Sir  Samuel  Rumilly,  Diary  of  Parliamentary  Life,  in  Memoirs 
au»l  Conesimmieucc  eiUlotl  by  his  sons. 
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ing  expiration  of  the  restrictions  ;  he  stated  again 
tliat  motives  of  filial  affection  had  induced  him  to 
continue  his  father’s  ministers  ;  he  adverted  to  the 
success  of  his  first  year’s  administration,  and  ex¬ 
pressed  a  hope  that  a  new  era  was  arriving.  After 
saying  that  he  had  “  no  predilections  to  indulge,” 
the  prince  concluded  with  these  words  :  “  Having 
made  this  communication  of  my  sentiments,  I  can¬ 
not  conclude  without  expressing  the  gratification  I 
should  feel,  if  some  of  those  persons  with  whom  the 
early  habits  of  my  public  life  were  formed  would 
strengthen  my  hands,  and  constitute  a  part  of  my 
government.  With  such  support,  and  aided  by  a 
vigorous  and  united  administration,  formed  on  the 
most  liberal  basis,  I  shall  look  with  additional  con¬ 
fidence  to  a  prosperous  issue  of  the  most  arduous 
contest  in  which  Great  Britain  was  ever  engaged. 
Y^ou  are  authorized  to  communicate  these  senti¬ 
ments  to  Lord  Grey,  who,  I  have  no  doubt,  will 
make  them  known  to  Lord  Grenville.” 

The  Duke  of  York,  who  had  certainly  no  politi¬ 
cal  partiality  for  either  of  the  two  lords,  and  who 
w'as  strongly  opposed  to  them  on  the  great  Catholic 
question,  did  what  he  was  desired  to  do,  and  showed 
the  regent’s  letter  to  Grey  and  Grenville,  who  flatly 
refused  to  join  the  Perceval  administration.  The 
prince’s  letter,  and  that  of  Lords  Grenville  and 
Grey  to  the  Duke  of  Y^ork,  were  published  in  all  the 
newspapers  in  the  kingdom.  From  this  moment 
(with  the  exception  of  a  moment  or  two  of  party 
hope  and  expectation)  the  Whigs  began  to  revile 
the  Prince  of  Wales  whom  they  had  so  long  flat¬ 
tered  and  applauded,  and  to  applaud  the  Princess 
of  Wales  w  hom  they  had  so  long  reviled,  or  treated 
with  contempt  or  indifference.  On  the  other  side, 
the  Tories  seemed  to  renounce  all  their  old  sympa¬ 
thies  for  the  princess,  and  to  be  determined  to  drive 
that  unhappy,  ill-advised,  and  imprudent  lady,  not 
only  from  court  and  the  society  of  her  daughter, 
but  also  from  the  country.  The  old  charge  of  there 
being  something  behind  the  throne  stronger  than 
the  throne  itself,  and  subversive  of  the  constitution, 
was  revived,  and  was  pressed  with  as  much  vigour, 
or  with  as  loud  an  outcry,  as  ever  it  had  been  in 
the  early  part  of  the  reign  of  George  III. ;  and  the 
charge  as  regarded  the  regent  was  made  the  more 
odious  by  the  introduction  of  the  name  of  a  lady. 
Even  Earl  Grey  declared  in  the  House  of  Lords 
that  the  ministry  depended  for  its  existence  upon 
an  unseen  influence  which  lurked  behind  the  throne 
— a  power  alien  to  the  constitution,  but  become 
unhappily  too  familiar  to  the  country — a  disastrous 
and  disgusting  influence  which  consolidated  abuses 
into  a  system,  and  which  prevented  either  public 
complaint  or  honest  advice  from  reaching  the  royal 
car — an  influence  which  it  was  the  duty  of  parlia¬ 
ment  to  brand  with  signal  reprobation.  Within  the 
doors  of  parliament  it  was  hinted,  and  out  of  doors 
it  wuis  openly  proclaimed  through  the  opposition 
journals  and  other  channels,  that  Lord  Castlereagh 
owed  his  restoratioir  to  office  to  a  certain  lady  and 
the  auspices  of  the  Hertford  family. 

On  the  19th  of  March  Lord  Boringdon  in  the 
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House  of  Lords  moved  for  an  address  to  the  prince 
regent,  beseeching  him  to  form  an  administration, 
so  composed  as  to  unite  the  confidence  and  good 
will  of  all  classes  of  his  majesty’s  subjects.  This 
was  asking  the  regent  to  do  what  had  never  been 
possible,  and  what  was  rendered  more  than  ever 
impossible  by  the  present  state  of  parties  :  but  Lord 
Boringdon  only  meant  that  the  regent  should  fornr 
a  Grey  and  Grenville  administration.  We  have 
noticed  in  our  account  of  the  transactions  of  the 
preceding  year  some  of  the  causes  and  obstacles 
which  rendered  even  this  measure  an  impractica¬ 
bility  and  a  dangerous  experiment ;  and  certainly 
all  the  causes  which  kept  those  two  noble  lords  from 
taking  office  either  with  or  under  Perceval  and 
Lord  Liverpool  were  not  fully  stated  at  this  mo¬ 
ment,  when  it  was  asserted  that  their  refusal  pro¬ 
ceeded  from  Perceval’s  decided  hostility  to  the 
Catholic  claims,  from  a  difference  of  opinion  as  to 
the  matters  which  were  involving  us  in  a  war  with 
the  United  States,  from  a  most  decided  difference 
of  opinion  on  the  subject  of  bank  notes  and  bullion, 
and  from  a  great  diversity  of  opinion  on  the  expen¬ 
sive  war  carrying  on  in  the  Peninsula.  Lord  13 or- 
ingdon’s  irregular  if  not  unconstitutional  motion  was 
got  rid  of  by  an  amendment,  proposed  by  Lord 
Grimstone,  which  was  carried  by  more  than  two  to 
one,  the  numbers  being  163  against  12.  Every 
division  was  about  equally  unfavourable  to  the 
coalesced  parties  in  opposition,  and  the  administra¬ 
tion  seemed  to  be  gaining  strength  rather  than 
losing  it,  Avhen  the  premier  died  by  the  act  of  a 
madman. 

On  Monday,  the  11  th  of  May,  about  five  o’clock 
in  the  afternoon,  as  Mr.  Perceval  was  entering  the 
lobby  of  the  House  of  Commons,  a  man,  bearing 
the  outward  appearance  of  a  gentleman,  shot  at 
him  with  a  pistol :  the  ball  entered  his  left  breast 
and  pierced  his  heart:  he  staggered,  fell  to  the 
ground,  and  expired  in  less  than  ten  minutes.  At 
first  there  was  a  terrible  consternation,  and  a  half 
belief  in  the  existence  of  some  political  plot  to 
destroy  a  ministry  which  had  so  unexpectedly  re¬ 
tained  office,  and  disappointed  so  many  hopes. 
But  the  assassin  did  not  attempt  to  escape;  he 
weirt  calmly  to  the  fire-place,  laid  down  his  pistol 
on  the  bench  beside  him,  and  acknowledged  to 
every  one  that  he  was  the  person  who  had  done 
the  deed,  saying  that  it  was  perfectly  justifiable, 
and  that  no  man  save  himself  had  ever  known  of 
his  intention.  And  indeed  it  appeared  immediately 
that  no  other  person  had  been  concerned  with  hinr, 
and  that  there  was  no  mixture  of  political  feeling  in 
his  motives.  The  name  of  the  man  was  Belling¬ 
ham,  his  condition  that  of  a  decayed  merchant  and 
un])rosperous  Liverpool  broker.  In  a  commercial 
visit  to  Russia  some  considerable  time  ago  he  liad 
undergone  serious  losses,  which  he  attributed  to 
violence  and  injustice;  he  had  repeatedly  addressed 
Lord  G.  Leveson  Gow'er,  who  had  been  our  ambas¬ 
sador  at  Petersburg ;  and  he  had  presented  memo¬ 
rials  to  the  treasury,  soliciting  a  compensation  for 
losses  which,  not  having  been  incurred  in  the 
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course  of  any  public  service,  were  considered  as 
affording  him  no  title  to  compensation.  Perceval 
had  refused,  as  was  his  duty,  to  listen  to  these  ap¬ 
plications  ;  “  but  he  could  hardly  have  accompanied 
his  refusal  with  any  harshness,  for  few  men  had 
ever  less  harshness  in  their  nature  than  he  had ; 
and  yet  this  seems  to  have  been  all  that  had  pro- 
voiced  this  most  savage  act.”*  The  murder  was 
committed  on  the  Monday;  on  the  Friday  following 
(it  being  session  time)  Bellingham  was  brought  to 
trial  at  the  Old  Bailey,  and  convicted  of  the  mur¬ 
der  ;  and  on  the  Monday  morning  of  the  next  week, 
before  nine  o’clock,  the  murderer  was  hanged,  and 
his  body  in  the  hands  of  the  surgeons  for  dissection, 
his  heart,  it  was  said,  still  beating  faintly.  Thus 
the  whole  of  this  dismal  tragedy  was  enacted  within 
one  short  week.  At  the  har  of  the  Old  Bailey,  as 
in  the  lobby  of  the  House  of  Commons,  in  the 
secretary  of  state’s  office,  and  in  prison,  Bellingham 
was  perfectly  cool  and  collected,  and  the  court  and 
jury,  who  do  not  appear  to  have  thought  of  that 
species  of  madness  which  wears,  in  all  its  stages, 
“  a  reasoning  show,”  could  not  believe  that  he  was 
insane — a  plea  which  he  himself  rejected  with 
scorn,  and  controverted  both  with  ingenuity  and 
eloquence,  even  as  other  madmen  had  done  before 
him,  and  others  have  done  since.  He  urged  that 
he  had  suffered  neglects  and  wrongs  from  govern¬ 
ment  which  justified  what  he  had  done ;  and  he 
startled  Lord  G,  Leveson  Gower,  who  was  present 
as  a  witness,  by  declaring  that,  if  the  opportunity 
had  offered,  he  would  have  preferred  shooting  him 
to  shooting  Mr.  Perceval.  His  counsel,  however, 
applied  to  the  court  to  put  off  his  trial,  in  order  to 
allow'  time  to  bring  up  witnesses  from  Liverpool, 
where  he  had  resided,  and  where  his  family  now 
were,  to  prove  that  he  was  insane.  But,  as  he  had 
been  living  for  the  last  four  months  in  London,  and 
as  it  was  held  that,  if  he  had  been  disordered  in  his 
intellect,  he  must  during  that  period  have  given 
proof  of  it,  the  chief  justice  (Mansfield)  and  the 
rest  of  the  court  rejected  the  application  for  delay. 
This,  we  believe,  would  not  happen  in  our  day, 
when  medical  jurisprudence  is  supposed  to  be  more 
studied  and  better  understood,  and  when  the  pre¬ 
ference  for  rapid  trial  and  summary  punishment  is 
much  (and  some  say  too  much)  abated.  But  a 
learned  lawyer  of  the  day,  who  took  a  deep  interest 

*Sir  Siimucl  Rominy,  Diary  of  rarliamentary  Life.  Komilly,  after 
stating  the  ahsence  of  all  political  motive  in  the  assassin,  adds,  “  Among 
the  raiiltitiidc,  however,  whom  the  news  of  so  strange  and  sudden  a 
catastrophe  had  soon  collected  in  the  streets,  and  about  the  avenues  of 
the  House,  the  most  savage  expressions  of  joy  and  exultation  were 
heard;  accompanied  with  regret  that  others,  and  particularly  the  at¬ 
torney-general  (Sir  Vicary  Gibbs),  had  not  shared  the  same  fate.” 
Rorailly  was  induced  to  think  that  the  English  character  must  have 
uiulergone  some  unaccountable  and  portentous  change.  But  wo  can¬ 
not  believe  that  the  national  character  was  much  committed.  Tlie 
savage  cries  must  have  proceeded  from  the  veriest  rabble  of  Westmin¬ 
ster.  We  remember  well  walking  through  the  populous  streets  and 
suburbs  of  the  capital  on  that  afternoon  and  evening,  and  seeing  the 
mixed  feelings  of  horror  and'  pity  expressed  on  almost  every  counte¬ 
nance.  There  may  possibly  have  been  among  the  hooting  rabble  some 
few  individuals  above  the  common  condition,  \\hose  heads  had  hern 
turned  by  inHammatory  party  harangues,  and  scurrilous  party  news¬ 
papers,  which,  if  addressed  to  a  more  excitable  and  more  sanguinary 
people,  would  have  induced  some  men  not  merely  to  applaud  the  deed 
when  it  was  done,  but  to  have  themselves  undertaken  the  assassination 
of  the  minister,  as  a  foe  to  the  people,  a  betrayer  of  his  country,  and 
the  meanest  and  most  hypoiTitical  slave  that  had  over  served  an  im- 
morul,  depraved,  and  tyrannical  prince. 
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in  the  whole  matter,  says  that,  though  no  person 
could  have  heard  what  the  conduct  and  demeanour 
of  Bellingham  had  been  since  he  committed  the 
crime,  or  could  have  read  his  defence,  without  being 
satisfied  that  he  was  mad,  yet  “  it  was  a  species 
of  madness  which,  probably,  for  the  security  of 
mankind,  ought  not  to  exempt  a  man  from  being 
answerable  for  his  actions.”  Such  was  the  opinion 
of  Romilly,  who  did,  and  w'as  actually  at  this  mo¬ 
ment  doing,  more  than  any  man  to  diminish  the 
amount  of  capital  punishments,  and  clear  the  statute 
book  of  its  sanguinary  laws.  He  goes  on  to  say, 
“  There  certainly  has  been  no  acting  in  that  calm¬ 
ness  and  steadiness  of  opinion  uniformly  manifested 
by  him,  that  what  he  has  done  was  perfectly  justifi¬ 
able,  and  that  he  has  set  an  example  which  will  be 
highly  useful  to  mankind.  The  application,  how¬ 
ever,  to  put  off  the  trial  was  surely  very  reasonable, 
and  it  might  well  have  been  postponed,  though  but 
for  a  few  days.  It  was  not  possible  that  a  letter, 
giving  information  of  his  crime  and  his  apprehen¬ 
sion,  could  have  reached  Liverpool,  where  his  fa¬ 
mily  and  all  his  friends  resided,  and  an  answer  to 
it  have  been  received  by  the  day  of  his  trial.”* 
The  public  character  of  Perceval  was  much  un¬ 
derrated,  and  his  private  character  little  understood. 
As  a  minister  he  had  shov\n  courage  at  a  moment 
when  courage  was  most  wanted,  and  when  timidity 
and  hesitation  must  have  brought  on  the  most  ruin¬ 
ous  and  degrading  effects.  His  private  character 
seems  to  have  been  not  only  without  a  blemish,  but 
rich  in  some  of  the  high  and  generous  virtues ; 
and,  with  qualities  like  these,  his  public  character 
could  not  possibly  be — what  faction  represented  it 
— unmanly,  vile,  treacherous,  and  every  way  base. 
Though  bitterly  assailed  for  his  steady  opposition 
to  the  claims  of  the  Roman  Catholics,  he  was  so 
from  an  honest  conviction  that  the  granting  of 
what  was  termed  emancipation  would  be  succeeded 
by  some  new  and  equally  stormy  agitation  for  the 
repeal  of  the  union ;  and,  if  his  alleged  bigotry 
and  intolerance  be  candidly  examined,  it  would  be 
found  to  shrink  into  a  very  small  compass.  His 
disinterestedness  seemed  to  be  proved  by  the  poverty 
in  which  he  died.  Romilly,  who  had  known  him 
well,  and  had  associated  most  intimately  with  him, 
was  not  prevented  by  a  divergency  in  politics, 
and  by  opinions  and  theories  strongly  opposite, 
from  paying  a  generous  tribute  to  the  merit  of  the 
man.t 

*  Sir  Samuel  Romilly,  Diarj'.  We  have  been  assured  by  persons 
well  acquainted  with  Liverpool,  and  with  Bellin'^diam’s  family,  tliat 
positive  proofs  could  have  been  procured  in  that  city,  of  the  wretched 
man's  madness,  and  of  the  taint  of  insanity  having  existed  in  his  jtro- 
genitors.  We  have  also  been  assured  that  a  son  of  Bellingham  (who 
with  the  rest  of  his  family  changed  his  name),  after  being  brought  up 
to  the  medical  profession,  without  betraying  any  worse  s\  mj)toms  than 
those  of  an  occasional  eccentricity,  became  decidedly  insane  as  lie  ap¬ 
proached  his  father’s  time  of  life,  and  is  now,  or  recently  was,  living 
under  restraint. 

Sir  .lames  Mackintosh,  who  had  just  returned  from  India,  and  w  ho 
had  received  a  \ery  friendly  communication  from  Verceval  the  very 
<lay  on  which  he  was  shot,  describes  Bellingham  as  “  a  bniikiupt 
ship-broker  in  Liverpool,  who  had  Jormci'hj  been  c.onjined  for  lunaejj  in 
liussia.’*  rn'vate  Diary in  Life  by  his  Suiu 

f  “  As  a  private  man  I  had  a  very  great  regard  for  Ptuceval.  Wo 
went  the  same  circuit  together,  ami  tor  many  years  I  lived  with  him 
in  a  very  delightl'nl  inlinuicv.  No  man  could  he  vurre  gentrous,  more 
Jriendly,  or  rnme  kind  than  he  teas.  No  man  ever  in  irtvute  Ift  had  a 
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On  the  I3th  of  May,  two  days  after  the  assas¬ 
sination,  a  message  was  delivered  by  Lord  Castle- 
reagh  from  the  regent,  who  requested  to  be  enabled 
to  grant  50,000/.  for  the  children,  and  an  annuity 
of  2000/.  for  the  widow  of  Perceval  for  life.  This 
was  immediately  and  unanimously  voted.  Sir 
Francis  Burdett  and  his  friends  quitting  the 
House  rather  than  vote  for  or  against  the  motion. 
Wilberforce  and  some  of  the  best  friends  of  the 
deceased  minister  thought  that  this  was  liberality 
enough ;  but  shortly  after  another  pension  was 
moved  for  Perceval’s  eldest  son,  and  a  monument 
in  Westminster  Abbey  was  proposed  for  the  de¬ 
ceased.  This  disturbed  the  unanimity,  and  pro¬ 
voked  some  angry  discussions ;  but  both  propo¬ 
sitions  were  carried  by  a  great  majority. 

Again  some  men’s  hopes  ■were  elated,  and  it  was 
pretty  generally  believed  that  the  death  of  Perceval 
must  bring  about  an  entire  change  of  administra¬ 
tion.  Lord  Liverpool,  upon  whom  nearly  the 
whole  weight  of  government  fell,  was  instructed 
by  the  regent,  not  to  make  new  overtures  to  Lords 
Grey  and  Grenville,  but  to  attempt  to  reinforce 
the  cabinet  by  bringing  back  the  two  former 
members  of  it,  whose  loss  had  been  severely  felt. 
Liverpool  accordingly  applied  to  Mr.  Canning  and 
to  the  Marquess  Wellesley,  who  both  declined  his 
overtures,  alleging  the  continued  difference  of  opi¬ 
nion  upon  the  Catholic  claims,  and  upon  the  scale 
on  which  the  war  in  the  Peninsula  ought  to  be 
carried  on.  Many  members  of  both  Houses,  though 
hitherto  friendly  to  the  existing  government,  re¬ 
gretted  the  failure  of  this  negotiation.  In  the 
Commons  Mr.  Stuart  Wortley  (the  present  Lord 
Wharncliffe),  who  had  supported  Mr.  Pitt’s,  and 
afterwards  Perceval’s,  administration  uniformly, 
rose  on  the  21st  of  May,  and  moved,  pursuant  to  a 
notice  given  the  day  before,  that  the  House  should 
address  the  regent,  praying  that  he  would  take 
such  measures  as  would  enable  him,  under  the 
present  circumstances  of  the  country,  to  form  a 
strong  and  efficient  administration.  Rather  unex¬ 
pectedly  this  motion  was  carried  against  ministers 
by  a  majority  of  four  (114  against  110).  Some 
parliamentary  manoeuvres  were  resorted  to,  to  cover 
this  defeat;  but  they  promised  no  success,  and  but 
little  honour  and  on  tbe  very  next  day  all  the 
ministers  tendergd  their  resignations  to  the  regent. 

nicer  sense  of  honour.  Never  was  there,  I  believe,  a  more  n/lectionate 
husband  or  a  moi'e  tender  parent  " — Diary. 

■\Vilb«‘rforce,  \>lio  hnd  more  points  of  a.i'reemcnl  and  sympathy  with 
the  late  minister,  hut  who  yet  disapproved  of  mueh  of  his  policy, 
says— ‘‘ Perceval  had  the  sweetest  of  all  possible  tempers,  and  was 
one  of  the  most  conscientious  men  I  ever  knew  ;  the  most  instinctivtdy 
obedient  to  the  dictates  of  conscience,  the  least  disposed  to  j;ive  pain 
to  others,  the  most  charitable  and  truly  Kind  and  geneious  creature  I 
ever  knew.”— Pniv/te  Diary. 

*  Lord  Yarmouth,  George  Rost‘,  llrag^e  llallmrst,  and  some  more 
friends  of  ministers,  happened  to  be  out  of  the  House  at  the  lime  of 
the  <Uvision  (which  we  should  say  was  clearly  hurried  on),  and  came 
in  the  moment  the  doors  were  unlocked.  On  seeing  this  accession  of 
strength,  Charles  Yorke  and  Lord  Castlereagh  endeavoured  to  defeat 
llie  n(idre3s,  by  opposing  the  motion  that  it  shonld  l)e  carried  up  hy 
such  memhers  ns  were  privy  councillors.  On  this  division  tlie  minis¬ 
ters  had  a  majority  of  two  (176  to  174).  “  Ihit  tliey  W('re  soon 

a.'»hamed  of  this  kind  of  victory  ;  or,  I  believe,  some  other  friends  of 
ours  had  come  into  the  House,  and  they  saw  tliat  ultimately  they 
should  he  beaten,  and  they  therefore  consented  to  a  motion  that  the 
address  should  be  carried  up  liy  the  mowr  and  secomler,  Stuart 
Woitley  and  Lord  Milton." — Sir  Samuel  liomilly.  Diary. 


A  week  passed,  and  no  administration  was  formed. 
Lord  Wellesley  and  Lord  Moira  saw  the  prince 
several  times,  but  nothing  was  settled,  or  seemed 
likely  to  be  settled,  on  the  30th  of  May.  And, 
although  the  address  of  the  Commons  was  pre¬ 
sented  to  the  regent  the  day  after  it  was  voted, 
and  although  the  prince  said,  in  answer  to  it,  that 
he  would  take  it  into  his  immediate  consideration, 
it  was  not  till  Monday  the  1st  of  June  that  he 
gave  authority  to  any  one  to  submit  to  him  the 
plan  of  a  new  ministry.  The  interval  had  been 
spent  in  audiences  given  to  Moira,  Wellesley, 
Eldon,  the  lord  chancellor,  and  to  other  members 
of  the  f resent  or  late  administration.  Though 
willing,  and  now  even  anxious,  to  get  back  Wel¬ 
lesley  and  Canning,  it  was  evident  that  the  regent 
had  not  the  least  wish  to  try  the  experiment  of  a 
Whig  cabinet.  On  tbe  1st  of  June  be  authorised 
Wellesley  to  form  an  administration ;  but  on  tbe 
3rd  of  June  that  nobleman  announced  in  the 
House  of  Lords  that  he  had  resigned  the  com¬ 
mission  with  which  he  had  been  honoured  into  the 
regent’s  hands,  without  having  been  able  to  effect 
the  object  of  it.  It  was  understood  that  the  Mar¬ 
quess  Wellesley  had  been  authorised  to  make  the 
same  sort  of  overtures  to  Lords  Grey  and  Gren¬ 
ville  which  had  been  made  to  them  hy  the  Duke 
of  York  in  virtue  of  the  regent’s  letter  ;  hut  that 
the  proposition  now  to  be  made  by  Wellesley, 
under  the  prince’s  commands,  was  more  explicit; 
namely,  that  the  marquess  himself  should  be  first 
lord  of  the  treasury,  that  the  prince  should  name 
four  members  of  the  cabinet,  that  four  more  should 
be  named  by  the  marquess,  and  four  hy  Lords 
Grenville  and  Grey;  or,  if,  upon  farther  consider¬ 
ation,  it  should  be  thought  expedient  that  the 
cabinet  should  consist  of  thirteen  memhers,  then 
tliat  five  out  of  the  thirteen  should  be  named  by 
Grenville  and  Grey.  The  memhers  to  he  named 
hy  the  prince  were  the  Marquess  Wellesley,  Lord 
Moira,  Lord  Erskine,  and  Mr.  Canning.  What¬ 
ever  was  the  precise  proposition,  it  is  certain  that 
Lords  Grenville  and  Grey  rejected  it.  After  the 
failure  of  the  marquess  a  similar  commission  to 
form  an  administration  was  given  to  Lord  Moira. 
It  should  appear  that  this  old  Whig  nobleman 
had  employed  some  propositions  or  arguments  of 
more  avail  with  the  two  great  Whig  leaders  than 
those  which  had  been  offered  by  Lord  Wel'esley, 
for  Lords  Grenville  and  Grey  entertained  the  pro¬ 
ject  of  forming  a  part  of  a  mixed  ministry,  until 
they  questioned  Moira  about  the  household  ap¬ 
pointments,  and  received  the  assurance  that  no 
sweeping  changes  in  that  respect  could  he  sub¬ 
mitted  to  by  the  regent.  Though  it  had  not  been 
always  or  invariably  so.  Lords  Grenville  and  Grey 
could  show  something  like  an  estahlishecl  prece¬ 
dent  for  the  practice  that  the  household  of  the  sove¬ 
reign  was  dependent  on  the  ministry,  was  named 
hy  ministers,  and  was  changed  when  ministers 
were  changed.  And  it  was  now  upon  this  ground 
that  the  two  noble  lords  placed  their  refusal  to 
acjcpt  office.  But,  unless  Grey  or  Grenville  was 
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to  have  been  premier,  and  unless  there  was  to 
liave  been  not  a  patched-up  but  an  entirely  new 
cabinet — which  never  was  intended — they  could 
scarcely  with  propriety  have  claimed  the  right  of 
dismissing  the  regent’s  household  and  of  placing 
comparative  strangers  about  his  person.  Lord 
Moira  warmly  resented  their  pretension  as  unne¬ 
cessary  and  presumptuous,  and  recommended  the 
prince  not  to  yield — nay,  not  to  permit  the  dis¬ 
missal  of  a  single  member  of  his  household.  And 
other  men,  less  attached  to  the  prince  than  was 
Moira,  considered  it  harsh,  illiberal,  and  unwise 
in  Grey  and  Grenville  to  attempt  or  to  pretend  to 
attempt  to  coerce  the  regent  on  this  delicate  point. 
The  time  is  not  come  for  telling  or  even  under- 
standing  the  secret  court  history  of  the  day,  which 
is  said  to  have  exercised  a  commanding  influence 
on  all  these  arrangements  and  essays  and  experi¬ 
ments  ;  and  we  question  whether  it  will  ever  be  a 
profitable  or  elevating  subject  of  study  and  con¬ 
templation.  Those  who  have  attempted  to  give 
explanations  have  done  little  more  than  explain 
their  own  party  feelings,  and  have,  in  the  end,  lost 
themselves  in  a  labyrinth  of  contradictions.*  On 
the  7th  of  June,  after  several  parliamentary  dis¬ 
cussions  on  the  failure  of  Lord  Moira,  and  after 
various  explanations  in  which  Sheridan  made  a 
lamentable  appearance,  Mr.  Stuart  Wortley  (Lord 
Wharncliffe)  pronounced  some  severe  strictures  on 
the  conduct  of  Lords  Grenville  and  Grey,  in  putting 
an  end  to  the  treaty  with  them  merely  on  account 
of  a  difference  concerning  the  household  ;  and  he 
moved  for  an  address  to  the  regent,  expressing  the 
regret  of  the  House  that  their  expectations  had  not 
been  realised,  and  entreating  his  royal  highness 
to  form  without  delay  such  an  administration  as 
might  be  entitled  to  the  support  of  parliament 
and  the  confidence  of  the  nation.  In  the  course 
of  this  debate  still  more  ample  explanations  were 
given ;  and  Mr.  Canning  made  several  curious 
statements  concerning  the  last  negotiation  and  the 
causes  of  its  failure,  being  authorised  so  to  do,  and 
being  fully  informed  upon  all  points,  by  Lord  Moira 
himself.  Mr.  Stuart  Wortley’s  motion  was  nega¬ 
tived  without  a  division. 

Nothing  therefore  was  left — and  perhaps  nothing 

•  TliO  Whig  oiiinion,  .after  the  failure  nf  the  negotiation,  w.as  tliat 
tlicre  had  heen  a  dei.th  of  intrigue  on  tlie  part  of  the  court  which  it 
was  impossible  to  fathom;  tliat,  although  tlic  result  had  probably 
been  an  untortunate  one  for  the  country,  because  an  administration 
n ith  Grenville  and  Grey  inclnrled  in  it  might  perhaps  liave  brought 
about  successfully  some  very  desirable  changes,  both  in  onr  foreign 
and  internal  policy,  yet  at  tlio  same  time  the  public  voice  would  have 
seconded  them  so  reluctantly  in  those  measures,  and  would  liavc  been 
so  much  upon  the  catch  to  disatipoint  them,  wherever  any  dilliculty 
occurred,  that  neither  Grey  nor  Grenrille — without  either  court  favour 
or  a  popular  cry — could  have  kept  their  ground: — that  there  was  a 
previous  determination  on  the  part  ol  the  prince  that  Lords  Grey  and 
Grenville  should  not  be  in  iiower  ;  that  the  conduct  of  Lord  Chan¬ 
cellor  Lldon,  who  had  been  rejieatedly  closeted  with  the  Duke  of 
Giimbcrland,  proved  all  along,  and  beyond  the  reach  of  a  doubt,  that 
he  never  thoiiglit  cither  of  resigning  the  seals  or  of  witnessing  the 
dismissal  ot  any  of  his  friends  or  colleagnes  ;  that  things  would  have 
been  much  worse  if  Lords  Grey  and  Grenville  had  not  been  iletcrred 
liom  taking  otllce  by  the  obstacles  which  were  puriioscly  thrown  in 
their  way  ;  that  they  would  have  been  sulTered  to  remain  in  the 
ministry  but  a  very  short  time;  that  some  pietext  would  have  been 
anxiously  watchnl  for,  and  eagerly  seixeti,  to  turn  them  out  with  loss 
otch.aracter;  oranew  cry  against  popery  would  have  been  raised, 
and  they  would  have  G-eii  made  the  vietims  of  that.— /•Vuaeia  Hm-nvr 
Citrrcspmilawc.—Iiomilly,  Dim;/  of  Dmliamcnlmy  Life.  ’ 
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better  was  desired,  not  merely  in  the  court,  but 
also  in  the  country  (taking  the  sense  of  the  latter 
as  represented  by  a  great  majority), — but  for  the 
regent  to  go  on  with  the  old  ministers,  and  to  fill 
the  post  of  premier  with  one  of  that  body.  The 
warmest  of  the  Whigs  were  compelled  to  confess 
that  general  opinion  was  at  present  decidedly 
against  their  party.  On  the  8th  of  June  the  Earl 
of  Liverpool  acquainted  the  House  of  Lords  that 
the  prince  regent  had  been  pleased  to  appoint  him 
first  lord  of  the  treasury,  and  to  authorise  him  to 
arrange  and  complete  the  cabinet.  Thus  Liver¬ 
pool  became  premier  in  lieu  of  Perceval.  Earl 
Bathurst  suceeeded  Liverpool  in  the  double  and 
onerous  offices  of  secretary  for  the  colonics  and 
secretary  at  war :  Lord  Sidmouth  (.\ddington), 
who  had  been  so  long  out  of  office,  and  who  had 
once  figured  as  premier,  was  brought  back  as  se¬ 
cretary  for  the  home  department.  The  Earl  of 
Flarrowby  became  president  of  the  council  in  lieu 
of  Earl  Camden  (who,  however,  remained  in  the 
cabinet,  without  office,  and  was  elevated  to  the 
rank  of  marquess.) ;  Mr.  N.  Vansittart  became 
chancellor  of  the  e.xchequer ;  Lord  Melville  (the 
son  and  successor  of  the  old  lord  who  had  held 
that  office  so  long,  and  on  the  whole  so  much  to 
the  benefit  of  the  navy)  succeeded  Mr.  C.  Yorke 
as  first  lord  of  the  admiralty;  the  Earl  of  Buck¬ 
inghamshire  took  Lord  Melville’s  place  of  pre¬ 
sident  of  the  board  of  control ;  Lord  Castlereagh 
remained  secretary  for  foreign  affairs;  Earl  Mul- 
grave  master-general  of  the  ordnance ;  and  Lord 
Eldon  lord  high  chancellor.  In  the  non-cabinet 
aiipointments  and  in  the  law  appointments  there 
w'ere  several  changes :  George  Rose,  that  steady 
and  tenacious  placeman,  made  room  for  Mr.  E. 
Robinson  as  treasurer  for  the  navy  and  vice-presi¬ 
dent  of  the  board  of  trade;  Castlereagh’s  friend 
Lord  Clancarty  became  president  of  the  board  of 
trade  ;  Sir  Vicary  Gibbs,  who  had  had  the  felicity 
of  irritating  or  displeasing  all  parties,  Avas  suc¬ 
ceeded  as  attorney-general  by  Sir  Thomas  Pluracr, 
whose  previous  post  of  solicitor-general  was  filled 
by  Sir  William  Garrow'.  In  the  ministry  of  Ire¬ 
land  the  Duke  of  Richmond  continued  lord-lieu¬ 
tenant,  and  Lord  Manners  lord  high  chancellor ; 
but  the  chief  secretaryship,  which  had  been  held 
by  Mr.  W.  Wellesley  Pole,  was  now  conferred 
upon  Mr.  Robert  Peel.  Some  of  these  changes 
and  arrangements  were  not  completed  until  some 
time  later;  but  this  Avas  the  construction  of  the 
Liverpool  cabinet  in  the  month  of  September,  Avhen 
parliament  Avas  dissolved.* 

On  the  I7lh  of  June  Mr.  Vansittart,  the  ncAv 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  brought  forAvard  the 
budget,  not  as  his  OAvn  Avork  or  plan,  but  as  that 
of  his  lamented  predecessor.  The  plan  intimated 
the  design  and  the  determination  of  giving  more 

*  On  (he  18th  of  June  Lord  Wellinijton,  tlien  at  Salamanca,  and 
ignonint  and  pendexed  about  the  minUterial  arrangements,  \n  rites 
to  a  private  Irientl : — “  Affairs  appear  to  bo  in  a  strange  slate  in  Kng- 
lam) ;  ho^ve^er,  I  trust  that  at  last  some  government  will  be  formed. 
I  always  detested  home  politics,  and  lute  occurrences  have  not  given 
me  a  relish  for  them.’'— to  General  Sir  A.  Canij  bcll,in  Gurwood 
Li'pntc/ies. 
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vigour  to  the  war.  In  the  preceding  year  the 
supplies  proposed  and  voted  amounted  to 
56,021,809/.;  but  now  the  total  proposed  and 
voted  was  62,376,348/.  A  number  of  petty  new 
taxes  were  imposed,  and  two  more  enormous  loans 
were  raised. 

On  June  the  27th  the  regent  sent  a  message  to 
each  House  of  Parliament,  acquainting  them  that 
he  had  ordered  copies  to  be  laid  before  them  of 
the  information  received  relative  to  serious  riots  in 
the  cotton-manufacturing  districts  of  Lancashire 
and  part  of  Cheshire,  the  clothing  districts  of 
Yorkshire,  &c.,  confiding  in  their  wisdom  to  adopt 
the  proper  measures  for  restoring  tranquillity. 
These  papers  were  referred  to  a  committee  of  se¬ 
crecy  in  each  House ;  and  the  result  was  the  intro¬ 
duction  by  Lord  Castlereagh  of  a  severe  bill  for 
the  preservation  of  the  public  peace  in  the  dis¬ 
turbed  districts,  where  much  machinery  and  other 
property  had  been  destroyed,  where  many  lives 
had  been  threatened  and  a  few  sacrificed ;  and 
where  secret  societies  of  men,  bound  together  by 
oath,  w'ere  seizing  and  concealing  arms,  and  train¬ 
ing  themselves  in  the  use  of  them,  and  in  military 
evolutions.  Some  members  denied  the  extent  of 
the  danger,  and  questioned  the  policy  of  this  coer¬ 
cive  bill ;  but  it  was  carried  through  both  Houses 
by  large  majorities:  its  duration  was  however 
limited  to  March  25th,  1813.  The  debates  on 
the  [Catholic  question  will  be  noticed  elsewhere. 
On  the  30th  of  July  the  parliament  was  prorogued 
by  commission  ;  and  on  the  20th  of  September  it 
was  unexpectedly  dissolved. 

We  turn  to  the  conflict  of  arms,  which  w'as  more 
extensive,  more  terrible,  and  more  decisive  than  in 
any  preceding  year.  Great  aS  were  the  British  inte¬ 
rests  involved  in  that  quarrel,  and  strange  as  is 
the  history  of  the  new  American  war,  it  was  a 
mere  episode  in  a  grand  epic,  a  bye-scene  in  a 
busy  drama.  We  shall  not  therefore  depart  from 
the  usual  order  of  our  narrative,  but  proceed  to  the 
great  events  passing  in  the  Peninsula. 

Lord  Wellington,  who  had  found  necessary  rest 
and  tolerably  good  quarters  for  his  fatigued  troops, 
put  himself  in  motion  as  soon  as  it  was  time  to 
move.  He  had  not  been  idle  during  his  stay  on 
the  Coa — there  might  be  rest  for  the  army,  but 
there  was  none  for  him.  During  the  latter  months 
of  1811  he  had  been  preparing  with  all  possible 
silence  and  secrecy  the  means  of  re-capturing 
Ciudad  Rodrigo,  the  possession  of  which  still 
served  the  French  as  a  basis  of  operations  on  one 
of  the  frontiers  of  Portugal.  Under  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  repairing  and  fortifying  Almeida,  which 
the  French  had  damaged  much  less  than  they  in¬ 
tended,  he  collected  there  a  battering- train  and 
abundant  stores.  A  good  portable  bridge  on 
trestles  was  also  constructed  in  the  same  place ; 
and,  still  bestowing  that  attention  on  the  provision¬ 
ing  of  his  army,  without  which  all  armies  must 
be  useless  or  lose  their  morality  and  discipline,  he 
effected  the  formation  of  a  commissariat  waggon- 
train,  with  several  hundred  strong  but  light  wag¬ 


gons  made  for  the  purpose,  in  order  to  siqiersede 
the  heavy,  clumsy,  screeching,  barbarous  carts  of 
the  Portuguese  which  had  been  hitherto  used,  but 
which  would  have  proved  altogether  insuflicient 
without  the  services  of  a  large  body  of  Spanish 
mules  and  muleteers  which  followed  all  the  move¬ 
ments  of  the  divisions  of  the  British  army.*  By 
the  exertions  of  our  engineer  officers  the  river 
Douro  was  rendered  navigable  for  boats  as  far  as 
the  confluence  of  the  Agueda,  which  was  forty 
miles  higher  than  boats  bad  ever  before  ascended. 
All  this  and  a  great  deal  more  had  been  done  with 
so  little  bustle  and  show,  that  Marshal  Marmont 
never  guessed  the  intention  to  fall  upon  Ciudad 
Rodrigo  in  the  midst  of  winter.  That  general 
had  placed  his  “  army  of  Portugal”  in  extensive 
cantonments  about  Plasencia  and  Talavera,  and 
in  his  pleasant  confidence  he  had  detached  part  of 
it  to  the  eastward  towards  La  Mancha,  and  sent 
two  divisions  to  the  north  to  occupy  the  Asturias 
and  disperse  the  guerillas.  On  the  6th  of  January 
Wellington  suddenly  moved  his  head-quarters  for¬ 
ward  to  Gallegos,  and  on  the  8th  part  of  his  army 
crossed  the  Agueda  and  invested  Ciudad  Rodrigo 
without  encountering  any  obstacle.  An  external 
redoubt  called  the  great  Teson  was  stormed  by  a 
party  of  the  light  division  that  very  evening,  and 
the  first  parallel  was  rapidly  established.  There 
W'ere  two  convents  situated  outside  of  the  walls, 
but  strong  in  themselves,  and  fortified  by  the 
French  with  their  usual  skill :  one  of  these,  Santa 
Cruz,  W'as  taken  by  surprise  on  the  night  of  the 
13th;  the  other,  San  Francisco,  was  carried  by 
assault  on  the  14th.  The  second  parallel  was  then 
completed  and  fresh  batteries  were  established. 
By  the  19th  two  practicable  breaches  were  made, 
and  that  very  evening  orders  were  given  to  storm 
the  place.  There  w'as  no  time  to  lose,  for  it  was 
known  that  Marmont  was  now  hastening  forward 
to  the  relief.  But  for  this  circumstance  Ciudad 
Rodrigo  might  have  been  reduced  with  very  little 
loss  to  the  besiegers.  As  it  was,  and  though  the 
place  was  carried  and  the  garrison  surrendered  in 
less  than  half  an  hour  from  the  time  the  assault 
commenced,  the  British  suffered  a  very  severe  loss. 
General  Mackinnon  and  many  of  his  brigade  were 
blown  up  by  the  accidental  explosion  of  a  powder- 
magazine  on  the  ramparts  ;  General  Craufurd,  the 
gallant  commander  of  the  light  division,  was  mor¬ 
tally  wounded;  General  Vandeleur  and  Colonel 
Colbome  were  also  wounded,  as  well  as  Major 
George  Napier,  who  led  one  of  the  storming  par¬ 
ties,  and  who  belonged  to  a  brave  and  intelligent 
family,  who  were  always  forward  in  the  hour  of 
danger,  and  generally  unfortunate  in  getting 
wounded.  The  total  loss  of  the  British  and  Por¬ 
tuguese  amounted  to  about  1000  killed  and 
wounded.  The  loss  of  the  garrison  was  about  the 
same,  besides  1700  prisoners.  A  large  battering- 
train  and  a  vast  quantity  of  ammunition  and  stores 
were  found  within  Ciudad  Rodrigo.  Marmont, 

*  .4.  Vieiisscux.  For  a  skctcli  of  a  Portii!;"‘’sc  cart,  with  its  rude, 
solid  wheels,  see  View  of  Almeida,  an!c  ]>.  ‘113. 
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who  was  still  a  good  way  oflf  when  the  place  was 
stormed  and  taken,  said  that  there  was  something 
quite  incomprehensible  in  the  matter.  The  Spanish 
Cortes,  who  had  frequently  criticised  his  military 
conduct,  and  censured  delays  and  measures  which 
they  could  not  comprehend,  now  unanimously 
passed  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Lord  Wellington,  and 
conferred  on  him  the  title  of  Duke  of  Ciudad 
Rodrigo.  In  England  his  lordship  got  a  step  in 
the  peerage  (he  was  made  Earl  of  Wellington), 
and  an  annuity  of  2000/.  annexed  to  the  title,  and 
thanks  were  voted  by  parliament  to  him  and  his 
brave  army. 

Having  recovered  Ciudad  Rodrigo,  Wellington 
resolved  to  attempt  to  recover  Badajoz  also  before 
the  French  should  be  in  force  to  oppose  him. 
Here  again  the  greatest  secrecy  and  caution  were 
required.  The  artdlery  for  the  siege  of  Badajoz 
was  embarked  at  Lisbon  for  a  fictitious  destination, 
then  trans-shipped  at  sea  into  small  craft,  in  which 
it  was  conveved  up  the  Setubal  river  to  Alcacer  do 
Sol,  whence  it  was  carried  by  land  across  the 
Alemtejo  to  the  banks  of  the  Guadiana.  Stores 
were  collected  with  the  same  caution.  When  all 
was  ready,  his  lordship,  leaving  one  division  of  his 
army  on  the  Agueda,  marched  with  the  rest  from 
the  northern  to  the  southern  frontier  of  Portugal. 
On  the  16th  of  March,  after  a  rapid  and  orderly 
march,  the  army  crossed  the  Guadiana,  and 
Badajoz  was  immediately  invested.  On  the  25th 
the  Picurina,  an  advanced  work  separated  from 
the  body  of  the  place  by  the  small  river  Ribillas, 
was  taken  by  storm,  and  on  the  26th  two  breach¬ 
ing  batteries  opened  on  the  town.  Again  expedi¬ 
tion  and  the  resolution  to  achieve  a  great  object, 
though  with  important  sacrifices,  were  needful ; 
for  Marshal  Soult  was  collecting  all  his  disposable 
forces  at  Seville  in  order  to  march  to  the  relief  of 
Badajoz ;  and  Marshal  Marmont,  in  the  hope 
of  effecting  a  diversion,  had  entered  Portugal,  and 
was  ravaging  the  counti'y  east  of  the  Estrella. 
The  weather,  for  the  most  part,  was  very  bad,  the 
battering-train  and  the  besieging-tools  were  not 
very  good,  and  the  number  of  troops  actually 
engaged  on  the  siege  w^as  but  small,  as  it  was 
necessary  to  advance  several  divisions  to  Llerena 
and  Merida  to  cover  the  besiegers.  What  the 
energy  of  man  could  do  with  defective  means  and 
within  a  short  space  of  time,  was  done;  on  the  6th 
of  April  three  breaches  were  reported  to  be  prac¬ 
ticable,  and  Wellington  gave  his  orders  for  storm¬ 
ing  the  place  at  ten  o’clock  that  night ;  but,  when 
the  storming  parties  passed  the  glacis  under  a 
murderous  fire,  descended  into  the  ditch,  and 
ascended  the  breaches,  they  found  that  their  work 
was  but  to  begin.  The  French  were  generally 
ingenious  in  extemporizing  defences  and  modes  of 
annoyance ;  but  General  Philippon,  the  governor 
of  Badajoz,  seems  to  have  surpassed  all  that  had 
hitherto  been  done  in  this  way.  Strong  planks 
and  beams  studded  with  iron  spikes  like  harrows, 
and  chevaux-de-frise  formed  of  sword-blades  and 
broken  bayonets,  effectually  stopped  the  way ;  the 
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ramparts  behind  the  breaches  and  by  the  sides  of 
them,  and  the  tall  stone  houses  which  overlooked 
them,  were  occupied  by  French  light  infantry, 
who  poured  their  volleys  upon  the  narrow  strips  of 
ground  or  of  ruins  upon  which  the  assailants  w'ere 
crowded  and  made  to  pause  ;  shells,  hand-grenades, 
burning  compositions,  and  missiles  of  every  sort 
were  hurled  dowm  upon  their  heads !  The  loss 
was  becoming  so  dreadful, — for  one  storming  party 
followed  another  till  after  twelve  o’clock  at  night, — 
that  Lord  Wellington  ordered  the  fourth  and  light 
divisions  to  retire  to  the  ground  on  which  they  had 
been  first  assembled  for  the  attack,  finding  that 
success  was  not  to  be  attained  at  that  point,  and 
learning  that  General  Picton  had  carried  and  esta¬ 
blished  himself  in  the  castle.  Soon  after  the  last 
piece  of  good  news  General  Walker’s  brigade  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  entering  the  town  by  escalade  in  an 
opposite  direction.  The  other  divisions  now  formed 
again  for  the  attack  of  the  breaches ;  and,  these 
being  no  longer  defended  by  the  distracted  French, 
who  saw  the  castle  and  a  good  part  of  the  city  in 
possession  of  the  red-coats,  the  beams  and  planks 
were  cleared  away,  our  storming  parties  poured  in, 
and  soon  the  last  attempt  at  resistance  ceased. 
General  Philippon,  with  a  few  hundred  men, 
escaped  across  the  Guadiana,  and  threw  himself 
into  Fort  St.  Cristoval,  where  he  surrendered  on 
the  following  morning.  The  loss  of  the  allies  had 
been  dreadful :  including  the  Portuguese,  '72  officers 
and  96.3  men  were  killed,  and  306  officers  and 
3480  men  wounded.*  Covered  as  they  were,  the 
French  lost  from  1200  to  1500  men  during  the 
siege  and  in  the  assault ;  the  rest  of  the  garrison, 
which  Philippon  reported  to  Lord  Wellington  to 
have  consisted  of  5000  men  when  the  siege  com¬ 
menced,  surrendered  to  the  British,  and  gave  up 
from  3000  to  4000  prisoners,  Spaniards,  Portu¬ 
guese,  and  English,  who  had  been  collected  in 
Badajoz  as  a  safe  depot.  Though  our  troops 
spared  the  conquered  foe,  or  very  soon  moderated 
that  vindictive  fury  which  generally  accompanies 
assaults  and  storms,  and  which  never  had  been 
provoked  by  greater  loss  or  crueller  sufferings — 
thousands  of  men  were  writhing  or  shrieking  with 
agony  in  the  deadly  breaches  or  in  the  ditches 
below— they  made  a  rush  to  the  wine-cellars,  and, 

*  In  writing  to  Colonel  Torrens,  the  ilay  after  this  ilcavly  honsht 
triumph,  Lord  Wellington  says: — Our  loss  has  indeed  been  very 
great;  but  I  send  von  a  letter  to  Lord  Liverpool  which  accounts  for 
it.  The  truth  is  that,  c<inippcd  .as  we  are,  the  liritish  army  are  not 
capat)le  of  carrving  on  a  long  siege.” 

This  letter  to'  the  Hurl  of  Liverpool  has  not  been  found;  hut,  from 
documents  in  the  Onlnauce  oflice  and  from  other  sources,  it  appears 
ttiat  it  recommended  the  immedi;ite  formation  of  a  corps  of  s;ippers 
and  miners;  the  want  of  such  an  est.ablislunent  with  the  army  being 
the  chief  cause  of  the  gre.at  less  in  o\ir  sieges.— iVute  bi/  Culoncl  Uur- 
ii'jiid  in  IFellinytun  Dispatches. 

Colo.iel  Napier  has  warmly  and  ably  vindicated  Lord  Wellington’s 
sieges,  sliowing  the  relatiun  those  operations  had  with  other  transac¬ 
tions,  and  with  numerous  and  distant  considerations;  “Many  of 
Lord  Wellington’s  proceedings,”  lie  observes,  ”  might  be  called  rash, 
and  others  timid  and  slow,  if  taken  separately ;  yet,  when  viewed 
as  parts  of  a  great  plan  for  delivering  the  whole  I’euinsula.  they  will 
lie  found  discreet  or  daring,  as  the  circumstances  warranted  :  nor  is 
there  any  portion  of  his  campaigns  tlnat  requires  this  w  ide  based  con¬ 
sideration  more  than  his  early  siege.s,  which,  being  instituted  contrary 
to  the  rules  of  art,  and  uns’ucccs.-ful — or,  when  successful,  aitended 
with  a  mourul'ul  slaughter— have  given  occ.asion  for  qnedioning  his 
great  milit.iiy  qualities,  whirdi  were,  tiowever,  then  most  signally  dis¬ 
played  I'/tliC  If'ar  in  the  I’eninsula, 
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in  the  darkness  and  confusion  of  the  night  and  of 
drunkenness,  they  disgraced  themselves  by  com¬ 
mitting  many  outrages  and  some  atrocities.  It 
was  not  until  daybreak  on  the  7th  of  April  that 
Wellington  was  completely  master  of  Badajoz. 
On  the  8th  Soult  had  collected  his  army  at  Vdla- 
franca,  between  Llerena  and  Merida  j  but,  hearing 
of  the  fall  of  the  place  he  had  intended  to  relieve, 
he  began,  on  the  morning  ol  the  9tli,  long  before 
daylight,  to  retreat  once  more  to  Seville.  Again 
the  Ih'ench  were  warmly  pursued  by  the  British 
cavalry,  who  cut  up  Souk’s  rear-guard  at  Villa 
Garcia.* 

At  another  place,  where  the  French  were,  not 
the  besieged,  but  the  besiegers,  they  suffered  dis¬ 
comfiture  and  loss,  if  not  shame.  Since  General 
Graham’s  expedition  with  Lapena,  which  had  ter¬ 
minated  unprofitabl}',  but  lor  the  British  not 
ingloriously,  at  Barrosa,  some  attention  had  been 
paid  to  garrisoning  Tarifa,  the  old  town  on  the 
straits  of  Gibraltar,  where  Lapena  had  with  so 
much  diffictdty  effected  his  landing.  Marshal 
Victor,  who  stil’l  commanded  the  army  which  was 
so  fruitlessly  blockading  or  watching  Cadiz,  not 
wishing  for  another  aflair  like  that  of  Barrosa,  and 
apprehending  that  another  expedition  might  pass 
through  Tarifa  to  fall  upon  his  far-extending  lines, 
determined  to  reduce  that  place,  and  to  superintend 
the  important  operation  in  person.  In  the  last 
days  of  the  year  1811,  Tarifa  was  invested  by 
about  5000  men,  whose  operations  were  covered 
by  another  strong  corps  posted  at  Vejer.  The 
place  was  garrisoned  by  about  1800  men,  under 
the  command  of  Colonel  Skerrett,  a  distinguished 
British  officer.  It  appears  that  about  1000  of  the 
men  were  British,  the  rest  being  Spaniards.  There 
was  an  old  Moorish  castle  and  a  weak  crumbling 
wall  also  originally  built  by  the  Moors,  who  began 
their  conquest  of  Spain  at  this  point;  but  conti¬ 
guous  to  Tarifa  there  is  a  small  island,  without 
which  the  town  is  (in  a  military  sense)  entirely 
useless;  and  the  French  were  not  supposed  to 
have  tlie  means  of  gaining  possession  of  .  this  isle. 
Tlie  Spanish  general  Ballasteros  had  collected 
some  troops  in  the  neighbouring  mountains  with 
the  object  of  interrupting  Victor’s  siege ;  and 
General  Hill,  who  crossed  the  Guadiana  some 
months  before  the  siege  of  Badajoz^  was  com¬ 
menced,  was  advancing  into  Spanish  Estremadura 
with  the  intention  of  diverting  the  enemy’s  atten¬ 
tion  both  from  General  Ballasteros  and  from 
Tarifa.  It  therefore  behoved  Victor  to  make  all 
speed ;  and,  hoping  to  carry  the  place  by  a  vigorous 
effort,  and  apparently  not  reflecting  upon  the  mili¬ 
tary  importance  of  the  small  island  to  which 
Colonel  Skerrett  could  retire,  and  from  which  he 
could  batter  the  town  to  pieces,  he  brought  up  his 
heavy  artillerv,  opened  a  tremendous  fire  upon  the 
])lace,  and  almost  immediately  eflected  a  breach. 
On  the  last  day  of  the  year  1811,  the  French 
attempted  to  carry  this  breach  by  storm ;  but, 
numerous  and  bohl  as  they  were,  they  were  beaten 

*  (iiinvoixl,  U'olUiiKlou  Oispaldics. 
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off  by  the  gallant  troops  within.  From  that  day 
till  the  evening  of  the  4th  of  January,  the  French 
kept  up  a  continual  fire  :  the  walls  were  knocked 
to  pieces,  the  little  town  was  laid  completely  open  ; 
but  they  would  not  venture  to  try  another  assault 
and  on  the  night  of  the  4th  of  January  they  wkh 
drew  hastily,  humbled  and  disordered,  leaving 
behind  them  seven  pieces  of  cannon,  tvvo  heavy 
howitzers,  and  all  the  carriages  and  stores  collected 
for  the  siege.  The  hurry  was  chiefly  owing  to 
the  dismay  caused  by  General  Hill’s  rapid  and 
daring  movements  in  Estremadura,  and  almost 
upon  the  frontiers  of  Andalusia.* 

As  soon  as  he  obtained  possession  of  Badajoz 
(on  the  7th  of  April),  Lord  AVellington  endea¬ 
voured  to  put  the  place  into  a  good  state  of  defence, 
greatly  fearing  that,  if  anything  were  left  for  the 
Spaniards  to  do,  both  Badajoz  and  Ciudad  Rod¬ 
rigo,  “  through  the  habits  of  indolence  arid  delay 
in  this  nation,”  would  be  lost  again  before  the 
summer  was  over.f  But  his  lordship  had  short 
time  to  bestow  upon  these  cares,  for  Marmont  was 
making  himself  strong  in  the  north,  and  was  block¬ 
ading  both  the  Spanish  fortress  of  Ciudad  Rudngo 
and  the  partially  ruined  fortress  of  Almeida. 
Leaving  General  Hill  in  the  south,  his  lordship, 
on  the  13th  of  April,  moved  the  main  body  of  his 
army  back  to  the  north.  Upon  this  Marmont 
gave  up  his  two  blockades,  collected  his  troops 
within  the  Spanish  frontier,'  and  retreated  to  Sala¬ 
manca.  By  a  happy  combination  of  rapidity, 
daring,  and  skill,  GeneralHili  attacked, and  earned, 
by  a  brilliant  coup  de  main,  the  strong  forts  which 
the  French  had  erected  at  Almaraz  on  the  Tagus 
to  protect  abridge  of  boats  which  secured  the  com¬ 
munications  between  their  armies  of  the  north  and 
south.  By  this  operation  Marmont  was  cut  off 
from  Sold t  and  Soult  from  Marmont.  On  the  13th 
of  June  Lord  AVellington,  after  the  most  wearying 
exertions  and  many  mortifying  delays,  proceeding 
from  causes  which  need  no  explanation,  completed 
his  preparations  for  an  advance  into  Spain,  and 
broke  up  from  his  cantonments  between  the  Coa 
and  the  Agueda  with  about  40,000  men,  leaving 
General  Hill  on  the  Tagus  near  Almaraz  with  about 
12,000  more.  General  Ballasteros  had  engaged 

*  Colonel  Skerrettwasileseivedlv  applauded  for  his  gallant  defence 
of  the  old  town,  one  of  the  most  Moresque  in  all  Spam,  and  the  one 
ill  wliicli  we  sRsv  more  remnitis  of  tlio  m.inners  and  customs  ot  the 
Moors  than  in  any  other  town  in.  Andalusia  that  aac  visited. 

From  the  accounts  which  he  had  received  of  that  placcj  it  appealed 
to  Lord  'NVoUini^ton  quite  impossible  to  defend  it,  and  that  the  utmost 
that  Skerrett  could  do  would  be  to  hold  the  islau^  ,  ,  , 

llefore  Tarifa  Avas  invested,  several  brilliant  affairs  took  place  he. 
tween  the  piquets  of  the  British  and  Spanish  iiilantry  and  the  Fiencli 
piquets;  and  Colonel  Skerrett,  in  co-operation  with  the  Spanish 
troops,  made  a  dashing  sortie  from  Tarifa,  in  order  to  oblige  the 
encmv  to  shoAV  their  force  i  and  on  this  occasion  the  rreiich  sust.iineil 

con>iderable  loss.  ,  ,  ^  ^  , 

f  Dispatches.— Ilis  lordship  had  left  money  to  carry  on  the  works 
at  Ciud'ad  Rodrigo,  yet  on  the  28th  of  April,  1812,  we  find  him  com¬ 
plainin'^  that  very  little  had  been  done  since  he  was  there  lad— that 
a  gre.it  deal  of  valuable  time  had  lieen  thrown  away  entirely!  lie 
saAs— “  I  have  sent  Alava  over  to  the  place  to  point  out  to  the  prin¬ 
cipal  officers  how  much  their  indolence  and  their  indulgence  ot  ihe 
indolence  of  their  men  affect  the  cause  ;  and  I  have  told  them  that  1 
should  give  no  assistance  in  Engli.'^h  soldiers  to  work,  unless  the 
demand  for  such  nssisiance  should  be  founded  on  an  acknoAvUnlg- 
ment  that  the  Spanish  ofiicevs  have  not  authority  over  their  men  to 
induce  them  to  perform  works  lor  their  os\ii  df*lence  .  But  the  indo¬ 
lence  and  apathy  of  their  nature  is  terrible.  \et  they  boast  of  iheir 
activity  and  energy.” 
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to  co-operate  'with  Hill  or  to  keep  up  a  diversion  in 
liis  favour  in  Andalusia;  but,  when  Wellington 
began  his  march,  he  feared  that  Ballasteros  had  been 
already  beaten ;  and  from  intercepted  dispatches 
his  lordship  divined  that  King  Joseph  had  ordered 
Soiilt  to  send  a  great  force  to  the  Tagus,  there  to 
join  other  troops  belonging  to  the  army  of  the 
centre.  As  his  lordship  advanced  into  Spain  he 
received  reports  that  Marmont  had  been,  or  speedily 
was  to  be,  reinforced  by  the  division  of  Bonnet, 
6270  strong.  Even  without  any  such  accession  in 
strength  Marmont  had  a  decided  superiority  in 
numbers,  particularly  in  artillery  and  cavalry,  for 
his  infantry  was  counted  at  44,000,  his  artillery 
at  more  than  3000,  and  his  cavalry  at  4000  :  and, 
what  to  his  lordship  was  a  more  serious  considera¬ 
tion  than  a  numerical  inferiority,  was  the  indisput¬ 
able  fact  that  his  own  cavalry  was  deficient  in  tried, 
prudent,  and  skilful  officers,  and  altogether,  as  an 
arm,  vastly  inferior  to  his  infantry.  Another  se¬ 
rious  consideration  was,  that  one  of  his  lordship’s 
columns  consisted  entirely  of  Spaniards.  On  the 
16th  of  June  Wellington  and  the  whole  allied 
army  arrived  upon  the  Val  Musa  rivulet,  about  six 
miles  from  Salamanca.  The  enemy  showed  some 
cavalry  and  a  small  body  of  infantry  in  front  of 
the  town  of  Salamanca,  and  manifested  a  design 
to  hold  the  heights  on  the  south  side  of  the  Tormes. 
But  their  cavalry  was  immediately  driven  in  by 
ours,  and  Marmont  evacuated  Salamanca  in  the 
night,  leaving  a  garrison  of  about  800  men  in  some 
forts  constructed  on  the  ruins  of  the  colleges  and 
convents  which  commanded  the  bridge  that  crosses 
the  river  Tormes.  But  that  river  was  fordable  in 
several  places  above  and  below  the  bridge. ;  and 
therefore  on  the  following  morning,  the  17th  of 
June,  the  allies  forded  the  river,  got  into  the  rear 
of  the  French  forts,  and  entered  the  town,  to  the 
indescribable  joy  of  the  inhabitants.  “  They  have 
now,”  writes  Lord  Wellington,  “been  suffering 
for  more  than  three  years  ;  during  which  time  the 
French,  among  other  acts  of  violence  and  oppres¬ 
sion,  have  destroyed  thirteen  of  twenty-five  con¬ 
vents,  and  tw'cnty-two  of  twenty-five  colleges, 
which  existed  in  this  celebrated  seat  of  learning.”* 
The  forts  were  immediately  invested  by  the  division 
of  General  Clinton,  and,  when  they  had  been  accu¬ 
rately  reconnoitred,  it  was  found  necessary  to  break 
ground  before  them.  This  was  done  in  the  night 
of  the  17th. 

Marmont  retired  by  the  road  leading  to  Toro, 
as  if  intending  to  collect  his  army  on  the  Duero, 
between  Toro  and  Zamora.  Wellington  followed 
him  as  far  as  St.  Ciistoval,  a  few  miles  beyond 
Salamanca,  where  he  took  up  a  good  position. 
The  forts  by  the  bridge  and  within  Salamanca 
were  found  even  stronger  than  had  been  antici- 
])ated,  and  Major  General  Bowes  and  120  men 
fell  in  an  attempt  to  carry  them  by  escalade.  On 
the  2{)th  Marmont  returned  upon  his  steps,  and, 
arriving  in  front  of  the  position  of  St.  Cristoval, 
made  a  demonstration  with  his  cavalry,  which 

•  DUiiateli  to  tlio  Eurl  of  Livori'ool,  ilntcd  S.-Uamaiira,  Ititli  .Tune. 
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ended  in  a  mere  skirmish.  The  French  marshal 
remained  in  Wellington’s  front  all  that  night  and 
all  the  next  day,  and  on  the  following  night  esta¬ 
blished  a  post  on  the  British  right  flank,  the  pos¬ 
session  of  which  would  have  deprived  Wellington 
of  an  advantage  which  might  eventually  be  of  im¬ 
portance.  Accordingly,  on  the  next  morning,  the 
22nd,  that  French  post  was  attacked  by  the  hero 
of  Barrosa,  General  Sir  Thomas  Graham,  who 
drove,  them  from  the  ground  immediately  with 
some  loss.  “  Our  troops  conducted  themselves 
remarkably  well  in  this  affair,  which  took  place  in 
the  view  of  every  man  of  both  armies.”*  Mar¬ 
mont  retired  during  that  night ;  and  on  the  follow¬ 
ing  evening  the  F’rench  posted  themselves  with 
their  right  on  some  heights,  their  centre  at  Aldea 
Rubia,  and  their  left  on  the  Tormes.  The  object 
of  the  enemy  in  these  movements  being  to  endea¬ 
vour  to  communicate  with  the  garrisons  in  the  forts 
at  Salamanca,  by  the  left  bank  of  the  Tormes, 
Wellington  changed  his  front,  and  extended  his 
troops  so  as  to  cover  Salamanca  completely,  retain¬ 
ing  the  power  of  crossing  and  re-crossing  the 
Tormes,  and  of  concentrating  his  army  at  any 
point  at  a  short  notice.  More  than  once  Marmont 
made  a  false  movement,  and  exposed  his  army  to 
attack ;  but,  for  the  present,  his  prudent  adversary 
did  not  think  it  advisable  to  avail  himself  of  his 
opportunities  or  risk  a  general  action.  Every 
effort  that  Marmont  could  make  for  the  pur[)ose 
of  relieving  the  forts  was  completely  baffled  ; 
those  forts  had  all  surrendered  or  been  taken  by 
the  27th;  and  thereupon  the  marshal  retreated 
once  more,  and  in  the  beginning  of  July  took  up  a 
strong  position  on  the  northern  bank  of  the  Duero. 
Wellington  followed  him,  and  took  up  a  line  on 
the  southern  bank  of  that  river,  the  British  and 
Portuguese  facing  the  French.  Marmont,  who  is 
taxed  with  being  rather  too  fond  of  displaying  his 
skill  in  directing  the  movements  of  large  masses 
of  men,  changed  front  repeatedly,  marched  and 
counter-marched,  and  perplexed  his  own  people 
more  than  his  able  adversary  by  numerous  and 
complicated  manoeuvres.  In  the  interval  the 
French  marshal  was  reinforced  by  Bonnet’s  divi¬ 
sion,  which  had  marched  from  the  Asturias,  but 
not  without  loss,  having  been  harassed  in  the 
mountains  by  the  guerrillas.  On  the  11th  of  July 
Marmont  threw  two  divisions  across  the  Duero  at 
Toro,  when  Wellington  moved  his  army  to  the 
left  to  concentrate  it  on  the  Guarena,  an  affluent 
of  the  Duero.  On  the  same  night  the  two  French 
divisions  re-crossed  the  Duero  where  they  had 
crossed  it  in  the  morning;  and  then  Marmont 
ascended  the  northern  bank  of  the  river  with  his 
w  hole  army  to  Tordesillas.  Here  he  again  crossed 
over  to  the  southern  bank  of  the  Duero,  and  thence, 
making  a  forced  march,  assembled  at  Nava  del 
Rcy  on  the  17th.  On  the  18th  he  attempted  to 
cut  off  Wellington’s  right;  but  his  troops  were  re¬ 
pulsed  by  the  charges  of  the  British  and  Hano¬ 
verian  cavalry,  and  the'  smart  advance  of  the 
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British  and  Portuguese  infantry.  By  his  ma¬ 
noeuvres,  however,  Marmont  had  now  succeeded 
in  re-estahlishing  his  communications  with  King 
Joseph  and  the  army  of  the  centre,  which  was  ad¬ 
vancing  from  Madrid  to  join  him.  The  two 
armies  of  Marmont  and  Wellington  were  now  in 
line  on  the  opposite  banks  of  the  Guareha.  But 
on  the  20th  the  French  marshal  crossed  that 
stream  on  Wellington’s  right,  and  advanced  to¬ 
wards  the  Tonnes,  calculating  upon  cutting  oft' his 
antagonist’s  communications  with  Salamanca  and 
Ciudad  Rodrigo,  which  w'ould  materially  distress 
the  allies.  But  Wellington’s  columns  were  in 
motion  as  soon  as  Marmont’s,  and  during  part  of 
that  day’s  inarch  the  two  hostile  armies  moved  to¬ 
wards  the  Tormes  in  parallel  lines,  and  wdthin 
half  cannon-shot  of  each  other,  and  in  the  finest 
order  imaginable.*  Occasionally  there  was  an  in¬ 
terchange  of  cannon-balls,  and  at  every  moment 
each  army  was  ready  to  form  in  order  of  battle. 
Wellington’s  determinations  were  to  recross  the 
Tormes  if  Marmont  should  cross  it;  to  cover 
Salamanca  as  long  as  he  could;  not  to  give  up 
his  communication  with  Ciudad  Rodrigo;  and, 
above  all,  not  to  fight  an  action  unless  under  very 
advantageous  circumstances,  or  unless  it  should 
become  absolutely  necessary.  He  saw  there  was 
nothing  to  be  got  or  to  be  hoped  for  by  advancing 
into  Castile.  The  wheat  harvest  had  not  yet  been 
reaped  ;  and,  even  if  he  had  had  (what  he  had  not) 
an  abundant  supplv  of  money,  he  could  not  have 
procured  anything  from  the  country ;  for  he  could 
not  follow  the  example  of  the  French,  who  were 
laying  waste  whole  districts  in  order  to  procure  a 
scanty  subsistence  of  unripe  wheat.  To  the  British 
general  the  keeping  open  of  communications  was 
almost  everything,  while  to  the  F'rench  general, 
who  had  not  to  look  to  legitimate  or  regular  sup¬ 
plies,  it  was  almost  nothing.  Both  Soult  and 

•  This  sti'ikiii"  spectacle  has  been  described  by  several  Dritish  ofli- 
cera  who  were  eye-witne.sses  : — 

“  A  sight  more  glorious  and  more  solemn  war  does  not  often  present. 
Ninety  thousand  combatants  marched  side  by  side,  as  it  were,  without 
collision,  each  host  admiring  the  array  of  its  opponent,  .all  eyesbager 
in  their  gaze,  and  all  cans  attent  for  the  signal  sound  of  battle.” — 
Majm-  M.  Shcrer,  Military  Memoirs  of  the  Duke  of  fFellingtm. 

•’  When  the  two  armies  were  thus  put  in  motion,  they  were  within 
cannon-shot  of  each  other,  the  French  occupying  higher  ground  than 
the  allies ;  but  the  space  between  them  was  lower  than  either  of  the 
routes,  ami  nothing  intervened  to  obstruct  a  view  of  the  columns  of 
enemies  that  thus  continued  to  pursue  their  course  without  the  least 
obstacle  to  prevent  their  coming  into  instantaneous  contact ;  for  the 
slightest  divergement  from  cither  line  of  march  towards  the  other 
would  have  brought  them  within  musketry  distance.  1  have  always 
considered  this  day's  march  as  a  very  extraordinary  scene,  only  to 
have  occurred  from  tire  generals  opposed  commanding  highly  dis¬ 
ciplined  armies,  each  at  the  same  time  pursuing  an  object  from  whicli 
he  was  not  for  an  instant  to  be  abstracted  by  minor  circum.stauces : 
the  French  marshal  pies.sing  forwaid  to  arrive  first  on  the  Tormes, 
Lord  Wellington  following  his  motions,  and  steadily  adhering  to  the 
defensive,  until  substantial  reasons  appeared  to  demand  the  adoption 

of  a  more  decided  conduct . There  were  occasional  slight  skir* 

mishes,  brought  on  by  the  routes  approaching  each  other,  or  by  tlie 
anxiety  of  French  and  allied  stragglers  to  obtain  right  of  pillage  in 
the  unfortunate  villages  which  lay  in  the  intermediate  space  between 
the  two  armies :  otherwise,  no  spectator  wouhi  have  imagined  that 
the  two  immense  moving  colnmits  that  filled  the  whole  country,  and 
seemed  interminable — being  lost  to  the  eye  in  dust  and  distance — * 
ttomprised  two  armies  animated  with  earnest  desires  for  the  destruc¬ 
tion  of  each  other,  hut  who,  although  possessed  of  numerous  artillery 
and  cavalry,  were  persevering  on  their  way,  as  if  by  mutual  consent 
refraining  "from  serious  hostility,  until  arrived  at  the  arena  destined 
for  the  great  trial,  to  which  either  was  now  advancing  with  confidence 
and  without  interruption,” — Colonel  Leith  Hay,  A^atrutivc  of  the 
Heninsuiar  /fur. 


Massena  had  contrived  to  live  in  Portugal  when 
all  their  communications  had  been  cut  ofiF ;  and 
now  Marmont,  for  a  certain  time,  could  do  as 
much  in  Spain.  Even  now  he  had  been  sur¬ 
rounded  for  the  last  six  weeks,  and  scarcely  even 
a  letter  had  reached  him.  “But,”  says  Lord 
Wellington,  “the  system  of  organised  rapine  and 
plunder,  and  the  extraordinary  discipline  so  long 
established  in  the  French  army,  enable  it  to  sub¬ 
sist  at  the  expense  of  the  total  ruin  of  the  country 
in  which  it  has  been  placed ;  and  I  am  not  certain 
that  Marshal  Marmont  has  not  now  at  his  com¬ 
mand  a  greater  quantity  of  provisions  and  supplies 
of  every  description  than  we  have.’”"  By  ad¬ 
vancing  even  the  short  distance  which  he  had 
advanced  into  Spain,  his  lordship  had  compelled 
Marmont  to  abandon  the  Asturias  by  calling  to  his 
aid  Bonnet  and  every  French  soldier  that  was 
there ;  he  had  afforded  encouragement  to  the 
Spaniards  and  an  opportunity  of  recruiting  fresh 
armies ;  he  had  diverted  the  attention  of  the 
French  from  several  remaining  provinces  of  the 
kingdom,  and  had  compelled  them  to  leave  Madrid 
in  a  very  weak  state.  On  commencing  his  ad¬ 
vance  he  was  justified  in  calculating  upon  a  chance 
of  out-manceuvring  the  French  marshal,  whose 
conduct  had  not  been  calculated  to  impress  him 
with  any  very  high  notion  of  his  military  genius 
or  capacity;  and  any  brilliant  success  on  his  part 
was  almost  sure  to  compel  Soult  to  raise  the 
blockade  of  Cadiz,  if  not  to  evacuate  the  whole  of 
Andalusia. 

On  the  21st  of  July  both  Marmont  and  Wel¬ 
lington  crossed  the  Tormes,  the  allied  army  passing 
by  the  bridge  of  Salamanca,  the  French  by  the 
furds  higher  up  the  river.  The  British  general 
placed  his  troops  in  a  position  the  left  of  which 
rested  on  the  southern  bank  of  the  river  and  the 
right  on  one  of  two  steep  hills  which  from  their 
similarity  and  contiguity  are  called  Dos  Arapiles. 
The  French  marshal  nearly  faced  him,  stretching 
his  left  towards  the  roads  leading  to  Ciudad  Rod¬ 
rigo.  Both  armies  were  still  very  near  Salamanca. t 

In  the  course  of  the  night  Lord  Wellington 
received  certain  intelligence  that  General  Clausel 
had  arrived  at  Polios  on  the  20th  with  the  cavalry 
and  horse  artillery  of  the  Army  of  the  North;  and 
his  lordship  was  quite  certain  that  these  troops 
could  join  Marmont  on  the  22nd  or  23rd  at  latest. 
There  was  therefore  no  time  to  be  lost ;  and  his 
lordship  determined  that,  if  circumstances  should 
not  permit  him  to  attack  Marmont  on  the  morrow 

*  Dispatch  to  Earl  Bathui-st  (the  new  secretary-at-war)  dated  near 
Salamanca,  2l.st  July. 

-f-  The  river  Tormes  was  not  crossed  before  tlarkness  had  closed  in  ; 
and  our  troops  had  scarcely  reached  tludr  bivouacs  ere  a  tremendous 
thunderstorm  commenced.  The  vain  fell  in  torrents,  the  most  vivid 
flashings  of  lightning  were  succeeded  by  instantaneous  yteals  of  thun¬ 
der  ; — a  more  violent  crash  of  the  elements  had  seldom  been  witnessed. 
General  Le  Marchant's  brigade  of  cavalry  had  halted;  the  men,  dis¬ 
mounted,  N\ere  either  seated  or  lying  on  the  ground,  holding  their 
horses,  which,  alarmed  by  the  thunder,  snoited  and  started '' ith  sucli 
violence,  that  many  of  them  broke  loose  and  galloped  across  the  coun¬ 
try  in  all  directions.  "This  dispersion,  and  the  frigldened  horses 
passing  without  riders  in  a  state  of  \\ildness,  added  to  the  awful  effect 
of  the  tempest ;  nor  was  the  situation  in  whicli  we  were  otherwise 
])laccd  one  of  great  brightness.’’— Leith  Jla^,  Narrative  o/tho 
Peninsular  ^Var, 
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Salamanca. 


(the  22nd),  he  would  move  towards  Ciudad  Rod¬ 
rigo  without  further  loss  of  time,  as  the  great  differ¬ 
ence  in  the  numbers  of  cavalry  might  make  a 
march  of  manoeuvre,  such  as  he  had  been  making 
for  the  last  four  or  five  days,  very  difficult,  and  its 
result  doubtful.*  Marmont  was  favoured  by  some 
Avoods,  which  partially  concealed  his  movements  ; 
on  the  morning  of  the  22nd  some  sharp  skirmishing 
took  place,  and  the  French  succeeded  in  gaining 
possession  of  the  more  distant  Arapiles,  by  Avhich 
they  would  have  it  in  their  power  to  annoy  and, 
perhaps,  turn  the  right  of  the  British,  and  thus  cut 
them  off  from  Ciudad  Rodrigo.  This  rendered  it 
necessary  for  Wellington  to  extend  his  right  ca 
yotence  to  the  heights  bcliind  the  village  of  Ara- 
})iles,  and  to  occupy  that  village  with  light  infantry. 
After  a  variety  of  evolutions  and  movements  on  the 
part  of  Marmont,  which  seemed  to  denote  that  he 
had  scarcely  formed  a  i)lan,  and  which  lasted  from 
an  early  hour  in  the  morning  till  two  o’clock  in  the 
afternoon,  he  oi)ened  a  very  heavy  cannonade.  This 
artillery-firing  did  the  allies  very  little  damage,  but 
under  cover  of  it  Marmont  extended  his  left,  and 
moved  forward  his  trooits,  ajjparently  A\'ith  an 
intention  to  embrace,  by  the  position  of  his  trooiis, 
and  by  his  fire,  the  post  on  that  of  the  two  Arapiles 
which  the  allies  possessed,  and  from  thence  to  attack 
and  break  AVellingtun’s  line,  or,  at  all  events,  to 
render  difficult  any  movement  of  the  allies  to  their 
right.  “  But,”  adds  Lord  AVellington,  “  the  exten¬ 
sion  of  his  line  to  his  left,  and  its  advance  upon  our 
right,  notwithstanding  that  his  troo])S  still  occu])ied 

*  to  i;  ii  ]  Ilalli'irst,  datoil  .Ttily  Itli. 


very  strong  ground,  and  his  jiosition  was  well 
defended  by  cannon,  gave  me  an  opportunity  of 
attacking  him,  for  w'hich  I  had  long  been  anxious.”* 
His  lordship  immediately  strengthened  his  right 
and  made  an  impetuous  attack.  This  masterly 
movement,  which  in  reality  decided  the  battle,  has 
been  praised,  and  that  almost  unanimously,  by 
French  military  writers.  Marmont’s  extended  left 
was  soon  turned  and  beaten  on  the  heights,  and  his 
front,  being  attacked,  gave  way,  and  was  driven  from 
one  height  to  another.  Marshal  Marmont,  being 
severely  wounded  by  a  shell,  gave  up  the  com¬ 
mand  to  General  Bonnet.  AVherever  the  French 
attempted  to  make  a  stand  they  were  charged  with 
the  bayonet.  Bonnet  being  wounded,  the  command 
devolved  ujion  Clausel,  Avho  had  arrived  on  the 
field  of  battle,  and  who  now'  withdrew  the  troops 
with  great  skill  and  formed  them  into  a  new  posi¬ 
tion  nearly  at  right  angles  w  ith  their  original  one. 
Ilis  cavalry  was  numerous,  his  artillery  very  for¬ 
midable.  But  Lord  AYclliugton  directed  a  fresh 
attack,  and  our  Oth  division,  ascending  to  Clausel’s 
position  under  a  sweeping  fire  of  artillery  and 
musketry,  gained  the  level  ground,  and  then 
charged  with  the  bayonet;  and,  our  -Ith  division 
coming  up  at  the  opportune  moment  to  aid  the 
6th,  the  French  abandoned  the  ground  in  great 
confusion,  and  fled  through  the  woods  towards  the 
I  Tonnes.  They  were  closely  ])ursued  by  the  1st  and 
!  Light  divisions,  by  General  \\'.  Anson’s  brigade  of 
!  the  4th  divi>ion,  and  by  some  sipiadrons  of  cavalrv 
j  under  General  Sir  Stapleton  Cotton  ;  but  it  was 

*  t'l  I'url  il  ‘IcI  July 
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HOW  dark  night,  and  many  of  the  French  escaped 
under  the  cover  of  darkness  who  must  otherwise 
have  been  taken.  The  pursuit  w'as  reneAved  the 
next  morning  at  break  of  day  and  by  the  same 
troops,  only  strengthened  by  some  brigades  of 
cavalry  which  had  joined  during  the  night.  The 
cavalry  came  up  Avith  the  French  rear  of  cavalry 
and  infantry  near  La  Serna,  and,  after  a  gallant 
charge  made  by  tAVo  brigades  of  dragoons,  the 
French  cavalry  fled,  abandoning  the  infantry  to 
iheir  fate  ;  and  the  Avhole  body  of  infantry,  consist¬ 
ing  of  three  battalions,  Avere  made  prisoners.  During 
their  flight  on  the  23rd  the  enemy  Avere  joined  by 
the  cavalry  and  artillery  of  the  Army  of  the  North, 
Avhich,  through  Wellington’s  prompt  decision,  had 
arrived  too  late  to  be  of  much  use.  On  the  night 
of  the  23rd  ClauseTs  head-quarters  Avere  at  Flores 
de  Avila,  not  less  than  ten  leagues  from  the  field 
of  battle.  Headlong  as  Avas  this  flight,  they  Ai  ere, 
hoAvever,  folloAved  very  closely  the  whole  way  from 
Salamanca  to  Valladolid.  Tlie  loss  of  the  French 
in  this  remarkable  battle  Avas  very  severe  :  3  gene¬ 


rals  Avere  killed,  4  w'ounded;  1  general,  6  field 
officers,  130  officers  of  inferior  rank,  and  nearly 
7000  men  were  taken  prisoners  ;  their  total  loss  in 
killed  and  Avounded  could  not  be  ascertained,  but 
there  was  no  disguising  the  fact  that  they  left  two 
of  their  eagles  and  six  colours  in  possession  of  the 
British.  They  also  abandoned  20  pieces  of  artil¬ 
lery,  several  ammunition  Avaggons,  &c.  The  field 
of  battle  Avas  very  thick  with  dead.  The  allies 
alone  had  694  killed  and  4270  Avounded,  out  of 
Avhich  number  2714  were  British,  1552  Portu¬ 
guese,  and  all  the  rest — that  is  to  say — four — 
Spaniards.  The  proportion  of  officers  Avas  very 
great ;  General  Le  Marchant  Avas  killed,  and  Gene¬ 
rals  Beresford,  Leith,  Cole,  Spry,  and  Cotton  were 
Avounded.* 

Having  crossed  the  Duero,  Lord  Wellington 
reached  Valladolid  the  eighth  day  after  the  battle, 
or  on  the  30th  of  July,  Clausel  clearing  out  of  that 
city  on  his  lordship’s  approach  and  continuing  his 
retreat  towards  Burgos,  Avith  almost  incredible 
speed. 


Valladolid.  A'iuw  by  L;iijurili‘. 


The  British  general  entered  Valladolid  amidst 
the  rejoicings  of  the  ])eople,  and  there  captured  17 
pieces  of  artillery,  considerable  stores,  and  800  sick 
and  wounded  French,  left  behind  by  Clausel  in 
his  haste.  The  priests  Avould  have  made  proces¬ 
sions  and  have  sung  Te  Deum,  as  had  been  done 
at  Salamanca  after  the  battle,  but  Wellington  had 
no  time  to  spare.  King  Joseph,  with  all  the  troops 
he  could  muster  at  Madrid  and  pick  upon  his  road 
(in  all  he  had  about  20,000  men),  had  marched 
from  the  Escurial  on  the  21st  of  July,  the  day 
before  the  battle  of  Salamanca,  to  join  Marmont. 
On  arriving  at  Arevalo  Joscjfli,  to  his  great  asto¬ 
nishment  and  consternation,  he.ard  of  Marmont’s 


defeat;  and  thereupon  he  changed  his  route, 
marching  ofil  by  the  right  to  Segovia  to  attempt  a 
diversion  in  favour  of  Clausel  and  the.  retreating 
army.  Lord  Wellington,  therefore,  quitted  A^alla- 
dolid  the  day  after  he  arrived  at  it,  recrossed  the 
Duero,  and  marched  against  King  Joseph,  leaving 

*  AVellin^on  Dispalclies  ;  Disp.atcli  to  Eiiil  Bathurst,  before  cited. 

General  Sir  Stapleton  Cotton  was  ii'-ither  wounded  in  action  nor 
even  by  the  enemy  ;  in  the  darkness  of  the  night  he  was  nnfort  unatcly 
lired  upon  by  one  of  our  own  sentries.  In  a  later  dispatch  to  the 
seeretary-at-war  (dated  July  28th)  Wellington  says,  "  It  is  difTicult  to 
judge  of  the  exact  loss  of  the  French;  but  it  is  said  to  be.  in  all, 
between  17,000  and  20,000  men.  They  all  agree,  that,  if  wo  had  had 
an  hour  more  of  daylight,  the  whole  army  would  have  been  in  onr 
bauds.  General  Clausel,  who  is  wounded,  now  commands  tliearmy. 
The  only  apprehension  I  have  is,  th.at,  when  the  army  of  Portugal 
and  the  army  of  the  king  shall  have  joined,  they  w  ill  be  too  strong  for 
us  in  cavalrv.  I  fim  nmrincc'i  thn>  thnr  iiijhntr;/  wOl  milte  ho  sMi’i," 
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a  force  on  the  Duero  to  watch  Clausel,  whose  army 
was  clearly  rendered  incapable  of  speedily  resuming 
an  offensive  attitude.  His  lordship’s  movements 
were  again  retarded  by  want  of  supplies  ;*  but  by 
great  exertions  some  provisions  were  brought  up, 
and  on  the  6th  of  August  he  was  enabled  to  point 
the  heads  of  his  columns  towards  Madrid,  to  bar 
his  way  to  which  city  there  was  nothing  except 
Joseph  Bonaparte  and  his  weakened  army  of  the 
centre.  Joseph,  after  falling  back  upon  St.  Ilde- 
fonso,  continued  his  retreat  tow'ards  the  capital. 
On  the  9th  Lord  Wellington  had  his  head-quarters 
at  St.  Ildefonso ;  and  on  the  two  following  days 
his  victorious  troops,  defiling  by  the  passes  of 
Guadarama  and  Naval  Serrada,  crossed  the  moun¬ 
tains,  and  descended  into  the  plain  on  w'hich 
Madrid  is  situated.  Joseph  Bonaparte  did  little 
more  than  flit  through  that  city:  followed  by  the 
French  intruders  of  all  classes  and  by  their  Spanish 
partisans,  he  w’as  now  flying  to  the  left  bank  of 
the  Tagus,  to  rally  his  army  between  Aranjuez  and 
Toledo. 

On  the  12th  of  August  Lord  Wellington  entered 
Madrid  and  was  received  with  enthusiastic  accla¬ 
mations.  He  rode  instantly  through  the  town  to 
reconnoitre  the  defences  of  the  Retiro  palace,  where 
Joseph  had  left  a  garrison.  On  the  evening  of  the 
1.3th  the  outermost  fortification  of  a  triple  line  of 
defence  was  forced ;  on  the  morning  of  the  14th 
arrangements  were  completed  for  attacking  the 
second  lines,  and  the  French  commandant  surren¬ 
dered.  The  troops  found  in  the  Retiro  were  made 
prisoners  of  war,  and  an  arsenal  containing  20,000 
stand  of  arms,  ISO  pieces  of  ordnance,  and  mili¬ 
tary  stores  of  every  description,  rewarded  the  victors. 

Don  Carlos  de  Espana,  who  had  long  accom- 
])anied  Wellington  in  his  marches,  battles,  or 
sieges,  was  appointed  Governor  of  Madrid,  and  the 
new  constitution  which  the  Cortes  had  made  at 
Cadiz  was  proclaimed  with  great  exultation  and 
ceremony.  The  entire  population  of  Aladrid  poured 
into  the  streets  and  squares ;  laurels  and  flowers 
were  scattered  about  with  profusion  ;  tapestry  and 
carpets  were  hung  from  the  balconies  ;  and,  wher¬ 
ever  the  Britisli  general  appeared,  green  boughs  and 
llowers  and  shawls  were  strewn  before  his  horse’s 
feet,  and  the  air  was  rent  with  shouts  of  “  Long 
live  the  Duke  of  Ciudad  Rodrigo  !  Long  live  Wel¬ 
lington  !”  To  a  deputation  of  the  new  council  of 
government  who  waited  upon  him  a  few  days  after¬ 
wards  with  a  congratulatory  address,  his  lordship 
replied — “  The  events  of  war  are  in  the  hands  of 
Providence.  ”t 

•  lU'twcen  tho  battle  of  Salamtitica  amllus  avvival  atVal 

ladoUtl,  he  stated,  in  a  pressin^r  letter  to  the  noble  secretary  nt-\var,  that 
l.e  was  in  want  of  almost  everything.  Alter  requesting  that  more 
medical  assistance  mi^iltt  be  sent  out  as  soon  as  possible,  be  says, — 
••  I  likewise  retpiest  your  lovd.ship  not  to  lor^Rd  horses  for  the  cavalry 
and  llie  artillery — and  manci/.  We  arc  absolutely  bankrupt.  The 
troops  are  now  hve  months  in  arrears,  in.stead  ofbein^  one  month  in 
aiUiUice.  'I'he  staff  have  not  betm  ]>aid  since  February  ;  the  muleleeis 
not  since  June,  1811  ;  ami  wc  are  in  del-t  in  all  parts  of  the  country. 
1  am  ohlijied  to  take  the  money  sent  to  me  liy  my  brother  for  tlie  SpaiU- 
.inls.  in  order  tt»  ^rive  a  fortnight’s  ]).iv  to  my  own  troo]is,  who  are  really 
h-ulVcviue  for  want  of  money.”— ZtTfer  to  Earl  Batfinrstj  dated  Julu 
k8f/<. 

f  Major  Sherer. 


[Book  III. 

In  consequence  of  this  bold  movement  upon 
Aladrid,  Marshal  Soult  raised  the  blockade  of  Cadiz, 
destroying  the  works  which  the  French  had  con¬ 
structed  with  an  enormous  expenditure  of  money 
and  labour,  and,  abandoning  the  whole  of  western 
Andalusia,  he  concentrated  his  forces  in  Granada. 
But  the  French  abandoned  these  famed  lines  with 
so  much  haste,  that  they  could  not  destroy  the  half 
of  their  stores  and  other  materiel ;  30  gun-boats 
and  some  hundreds  of  pieces  of  ordnance,  includ¬ 
ing  some  cannon  of  portentous  length  w'hich  had 
been  cast  expressly  for  the  siege  of  Cadiz,  fell  into 
the  hands  of  the  Spaniards,  and  were  found  to  be, 
in  good  part,  hut  little  injured.*  Soult’s  retreat 
was  very  disastrous :  his  rear  guard  was  attacked 
by  an  allied  force  of  English  and  Spanish,  who 
issued  from  Cadiz,  drove  it  from  San  Lucar,  and 
took  Seville  by  assault,  although  eight  battalions 
had  been  left  to  maintain  that  city.  Our  portion 
of  the  assailing  force  consisted  only  of  a  British 
regiment  under  Colonel  Skerrett,  the  hero  of  Tarifa. 
In  his  march  to  Granada  by  Carmona  Soult  suffered 
further  loss  from  excessive  heat,  fatigue,  scarcity, 
and  the  occasional  attacks  of  armed  bands  of  pea¬ 
santry.  General  Hill,  in  the  meanwhile,  had 
advanced  from  the  Guadiana  to  the  Tagus,  con¬ 
necting  his  operations  with  those  of  Lord  Welling¬ 
ton.  On  Hill’s  approach  Joseph  Bonaparte  aban¬ 
doned  the  line  of  the  Tagus :  and  fell  back  from 
Toledo  to  Almanza  in  Murcia,  to  keep  himself  in 
communication  with  Soult  in  Granada  and  Suchet 
on  the  borders  of  Valencia  and  Catalonia.  By  the 
close  of  August  Hill  occupied  Toledo,  Ypez,  and 
Aranjuez,  thus  covering  the  right  of  the  allied  main 
army,  and  guarding  all  the  roads  wdrich  led  from 
the  south  to  Madrid. 

The  situation  of  Lord  Wellington  in  the  Spanish 
capital  was,  however,  very  critical.  A  very  impor¬ 
tant  part  of  the  grand  scheme  for  the  year  which 
he  had  proposed  to  ministers  (who  had  agreed 
thereto),  and  which  he  had  arranged  with  his  usual 
nice  attention  to  details,  had  been  very  imperfectly 
executed.  He  had  been  promised  that  an  Aiiglo- 
Sicilian  expedition  should  be  sent  from  Sicily  early 
in  the  summer  to  the  eastern  coast  of  Spain,  and  in 
sufficient  force  to  clear  that  coast,  if  not  the  whole 
of  Catalonia,  Valencia,  and  Murcia.  Much  less 
than  this  would  have  compelled  the  French  to  with¬ 
draw'  altogether  to  the  Ebro.  But,  after  the  plan 
had  been  settled  and  agreed  to,  there  arose  various 
misuuderstandiugs  and  dili'ercnces  of  opinion.  Lord 
William  Bentinck,  now  our  commauder-iii-chief 
in  Sicily,  would  have  preferred  employing  the 
Anglo-Sicilian  expedition  on  the  neighbouring  coast 
of  Italy,  which  had  been  left  weak  by  the  depar¬ 
ture  of  Murat  for  the  Russian  campaign,  ami  he 
could  not  be  brought  to  expect  any  successful  result 
from  the  ojieratioiis  of  this  army  from  Sicily  on  the 
eastern  coast  of  Spain.  Tliis  last  opinion  a])])ears 
to  have  been  infused  into  the  Anglo-Sieilian  forces; 

•  In  tho  aummFr  of  1815  som^  of  these  fine,  lorj;  I'ren  lii  wrrt; 
lyinj;  on  the  saiiila  at  the  cfliic  of  Caili/  buy.  The  l;uy  Sp;  nin.ils  Isjul 
left  them  there  to  liene\comb  aud  spoil. 
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and  when  an  army  starts  upon  an  expedition  with¬ 
out  hope  of  success  it  is  pretty  sure  to  fail.  Lord 
William  Bentinck,  moreover,  was  very  busy  in 
making  a  constitution  for  Sicily,  for  wdiich  the 
Sicilians  were  scarcely  more  lit  than  the  Cor¬ 
sicans  had  been  for  the  constitution  framed  for  them 
by  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot.  Wellington  expressed  his 
regret  that  his  lordship  should  have  changed  his 
opinion  after  the  measure  had  been  jiroposed  to 
government,  and  frankly  told  him  what  he  expected 
from  a  discouraged  army.  “  If,”  said  he,  “  I  did 
not  hope  that  General  Maitland  (the  officer  who  had 
been  appointed  to  the  command)  and  the  staff  and 
other  olHcers  of  the  Sicilian  army  would  alter  their 
opinion  upon  a  nearer  view  of  what  they  have  to 
accomplish,  and  its  effect  upon  the  whole  of  this 
contest,  I  should  despair  of  any  success  from  per¬ 
sons  coming  on  a  service  holding  such  opinions.” 
He  knew  rather  more  than  Lord  William  knew  of 
what  could  be  done  in  Spain  by  a  proper  Anglo- 
Sicilian  force  adequately  commanded  and  supplied, 
and  he  told  his  lordship  tliat  he  was  quite  certain 
that  such  an  armament  could  succeed  in  driving  the 
French  out  of  Tarragona,  and  in  opening  through 
that  city  a  communication  between  the  British  fleet 
and  the  Spanish  army  in  the  east — which  in  itself 
would  be  a  service  of  the  highest  importance  ;  that 
he  was  likewise  quite  certain  that  it  could  take 
the  city  of  Valencia,  and  thereby  give  to  the 
Spaniards  and  deprive  the  French  of  an  important 
resource ;  that  the  war  would  revive  again  in  the 
province  of  Valencia,  and  that  if  matters  were  well 


arranged  in  that  quarter  the  enemy  would  never 
regain  possession  of  the  city  of  Valencia.  “  But,” 
added  Wellington,  “if  I  should  be  mistaken  in  my 
expectation  of  success  in  these  operations,  I  cannot 
be  mistaken  in  their  effect  upon  my  own.  I  have 
lately  beaten  Marshal  Marmont  in  a  general  action, 
and  have  pursued  him  beyond  the  Duero.  The 
king  is  at  Segovia  with  a  corps  of  12,000  or  1.5,000 
men,  and  my  object  is  to  prevent  him  and  iMarmont 
from  joining.  13ut  either  the  French  must  lose  all 
their  communications  with  their  troops  in  the  north 
of  Spain,  or  they  must  oblige  me  to  withdraw 
towards  the  frontiers  of  Portugal.  They  cannot 
edect  this  last  object  without  bringing  against  me 
Suchet’s  army,  or  the  army  of  Soult,  or  both.  I 
cannot  but  think  it  very  important  that  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  Suchet  should  be  diverted  from  his  supposed 
operations  against  me  by  the  operations  of  the  Sici¬ 
lian  army,  which  will  go  to  such  important  objects 
as  Tarragona  and  Valencia.  I  should  think  Suchet 
would  be  diverted  from  me  by  the  operations  of  the 
Sicilian  army,  if  they  are  in  time,  because  I  find 
that  Sir  Home  Popham,  with  a  few  hundred  marines 
and  the  guerillas  of  the  north,  has  succeeded  in 
preventing  General  Caffarelli  from  detaching  any¬ 
thing  to  Marmont’s  assistance,  excepting  cavalry, 
notwithstanding  the  positive  order  of  the  king ; 
and  that  he  had  obeyed  those  orders  so  far  as  to 
order  troops  to  march  to  Marmont,  which,  upon 
hearing  of  Popham’s  operations,  he  countermamled. 
Then,  if  Suchel’s  attention  should  not  be  diverted 
from  me,  and  the  French  should  become  too  strong 
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for  me  in  Old  Castile,  I  shall  at  least  have  the  satis¬ 
faction  of  redecting,  while  I  am  retiring,  that  Gene¬ 
ral  Maitland’s  progress  will  be  unopposed,  and  that 
we  shall  lake  Tarragona  and  Valencia.”* 

Lord  Wellington  had  certainly  counted,  with  as 
much  confidence  as  he  ever  allowed  himself  to  place 
upon  arrangements  not  wholly  under  his  own  con¬ 
trol,  upon  this  promised  co-operation  on  the  eastern 
coast.  The  most  urgent  solicitations  for  aid  had 
also  been  sent  to  the  British  government  from  this 
part  of  Spain,  and  none  of  the  Spanish  people  had 
proved  themselves  more  valiant  in  the  field  and 
more  deserving  of  assistance  than  the  brave,  alert, 
and  persevering  Catalonians,  who,  from  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  this  war  of  independence,  had  been  left  to 
struggle  for  themselves,  with  no  other  help  than 
occasional  and  stinted  supplies  of  arms  and  money, 
and  the  assistance  of  a  few  British  ships  of  Avar. 
An  earlier  and  more  strenuous  aid  might  have  pre¬ 
vented  the  fall  of  all  or  most  of  the  fortresses  on 
that  coast. 

When  Wellington  wrote  his  earnest  letter  to 
Lord  William  Bentinck,  explaining  all  that  an 
Anglo-Sicilian  expedition  might  do,  an  expedition  of 
that  kind  was  not  only  on  its  way  hut  within  sight 
of  the  eastern  coast  of  Spam.  But,  most  unhap¬ 
pily,  the  force  sent  down  from  Sicily  was  alto¬ 
gether  inadequate  to  the  object  in  view  :  it  con¬ 
sisted  of  only  6000  men,  a  considerable  part  of 
whom  were  ill-disciplined  Sicilians  and  such  other 
foreigners  as  could  be  enlisted  in  the  Medi¬ 
terranean;  there  was  no  cavalry;  the  quantity 
of  ordnance  was  miserably  small,  and  there  were 
neither  proper  siege  implements  nor  men  skilled 
in  the  use  of  them.  General  Maitland,  who  led 
the  expedition,  could  scarcely  be  called  a  com¬ 
mander-in-chief,  for  Lord  William  Bentinck  for¬ 
bade  him  to  risk  the  loss  of  his  division  lest  Sicilv 
itself  should  be  in  danger  (of  which  there  was  not 
the  remotest  chance,  as  the  south  of  Italy  and 
nearly  the  whole  of  that  peninsula  had  been  almost 
stripped  of  troops  for  the  exigencies  of  the  Russian 
war),  and,  to  avoid  mischief  from  the  winter  season 
— such,  we  suppose,  as  the  loss  on  the  coast  of 
transports  and  means  of  returning  to  Sicily  : — IMait- 
land  was  further  instructed  hy  Bentinck  to  quit 
the  Spanish  coast  early  in  tlie  autumn.  The  slo¬ 
venly,  inefficient  state  of  our  transport  service  might 
reasonably  excite  apprehensions.  The  last  legacy 
of  Harry  IJundas  (Imrd  Melville)  to  his  country  liad 
not  been  turned  to  any  very  good  account ;  for, 
though  a  few  men-of-war  had  been  converted  into 
troop-ships,  wdth  proper  officers,  and  proper  disci- 
])line  on  board,  the  conveyance  of  troops,  stores,  &c. 
was  still  left  to  the  vessels  hired  out  to  government 
by  merchants  iiud  private  speculators  mainly,  and 
the  transport  boaial,  which  ought  to  have  vigdantly 
superintended  these  matters,  was  as  indolent  and 
short-sighted,  and  (through  its  inferior  agents)  as 
corrupt  and  prone  to  jobbing  as  ever;  and  tlirough 
these  causes,  and  this  disgraceful  condition  of  the 
transport  service,  the  lives  of  our  troops  and  llic 
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costly  materials  of  war  continued  to  be  exposed  to 
frequent  peril.* 

Towards  the  end  of  July,  some  days  before  Lord 
Wellington  corpmeiiced  his  march  from  Valladolid 
to  the  Spanish  capital.  General  Maitland  and  his 
Anglo-Sicilians  arrived  at  Port  Mahon  in  Minorca, 
exciting  the  hopes  of  the  Spaniards  and  the  fears  of 
the  French.  In  the  neighbouring  island  of  Majorca 
a  so-called  Spanish  division  had  been  formed ;  and 
it  was  now  determined  that  this  force  should  be 
joined  to  General  Maitland’s.  But  such  a  rabble 
had  scarcely  been  seen  in  modern  days  as  this 
Majorcan  division  :  it  was  composed  of  deserters  or 
prisoners  taken  from  the  French,  of  criminals  who 
had  been  transported  from  Catalonia  and  Valencia, 
of  invalids  discharged  from  the  hospitals,  of  runa¬ 
gates  who  had  fled  from  their  colours,  and  being 
caught  afterwards  had  been  chained  or  bound  anti 
shipped  off  for  the  islands.  About  4500  of  these 
fellows  were  reported  to  be  in  a  state  of  efficient 
discipline,  and  were  clothed  and  armed  at  our 
expense,  and  embarked  to  accompany  Maitland’s 
motley  force  of  6l)00  men.  Fronr  Port  Mahon 
Maitland  proceeded  to  the  coast  of  Catalonia;  and 
on  the  1st  of  August  the  fleet  anchored  in  the  Bay 
of  Blanes  near  the  town  of  Tosa,  where  the  French 
had  a  strong  redoubt.  On  that  and  the  following 
day  demonstrations  of  landing  were  made;  hut 
Alaitland,  after  some  conferences  with  the  Spanish 
officers  and  others,  deemed  it  would  be  rash  to  land 

*  “  I  lofi  Palermo  on  boanl  a  large  transport,  that  was  conveying  a 
detachment  of  Britii-ii  troops  to  Met^sina.  We  proceeded  well  enough 
vith  a  fair  wind  and  a  smooth  sea,  but  on  the  third  evening  a  contrary 
breeze  obliged  us  to  anchor  under  the  Faro  point.  At  midnight  a  viti* 
lent  gale  caused  the  vessel  to  drive,  and  before  sail  could  be  got  ujion 
her  we  were  close  upon  Sejlla,  and  the  French  batteries  were  blazing 
away  at  us.  For  three  days  and  nights  we  were  knocking  aboutal  the 
mercy  of  the  winds  and  waves  in  the  Gulf  of  St.  liuphemia  ;  at  times 
so  close  to  the  shore,  that  we  expected  the  next  lieave  oftiie  sea  wouhl 
dash  us  on  the  rocks.  Women  and  children  were  screaming,  pa.ssen* 
gers  lamenting  and  taking  leave  of  eacli  other,  abaiiduning  all  hope 
of  safety.  The  crew,  too  small  for  the  vessel  at  any  lime,  worn  out 
with  three  days  and  nights  of  incessant  toil,  refused  to  work,  and  lay 
down  upon  deck,  saying  that  they  might  as  well  visit  his  infernal 
majesty’s  abode  to-iiigbt  as  to  morrow  morning.  Unfnrtunately,  they 
V  ere  most  of  them  drafted  from  a  man-of-war  for  the  purpose  of  con¬ 
veying  the  vessel  vuimd,  and,  without  an  officer,  were  (juite  beyond 
control.  When  all  hope  was  lost  a  sudden  shift  of  wind  saved  us,  and 
enabled  us  to  reach  Messina  in  the  course  of  tlie  next  day.  This  wa*-; 
a  good  lesson  for  tlie  future,  never  to  trust  myself  at  sea  on  board  a 
large  vessel,  with  little  ballast,  sentt»n‘  in  a  burry  on  what  v  as  termeil 
a  mere  coasting  voyage.  So  light  was  she  that  a  very  moderate  breeze 
placed  her  on  her  beam-ends,  and  this  was  the  cause  of  all  our  di>as- 
ters ;  as  I  leanied  afterwards  that,  could  we  have  safely  caiTieil  siiili- 
cieiit  sail,  we  might  have*  entered  Messina  at  first  without  difTiculty, 
instead  of  coming  to  anchor.  This  is  only  one  instance  ot  the  mode 
in  which  our  transport  scr\ice  is  conducted.  Vessels  are  permitted  to 
remain  in  harbour  for  long  periods,  and,  wlien  their  services  are 
rctpiired  at  a  moment,  it  is  found  that  the\  have  not  peo])le  on  board 
to  na^igate  them,  although  their  owners  are  pocketing,  monthly,  the 
full  and  exorbitant  pay  for  vessels  well  found  and  piunitleil  in  every 
respect :  thus  is  John  Bull  duped  of  his  money,  and  not  only  th.at,  hut 
the  lives  of  tlie  troops,  and  safety  of  the  stores  are  recklessly  risked  on 
board  vessels  actually  unlit  for  sea.  I  am  told  that  it  is  not  uncommon 
for  one  ship’s  crew  to  serve  for  eight  or  ten  vessels,  at  the  mnnthly 
muster  by  the  agent,  or,  if  he  happens  to  be  strict  and  desirous  of  per¬ 
forming  Ids  duty  to  the  government,  the  ca\  tains  have  the  trouble  and 
1‘Xpeuse  of  prD\i(ling  crews  for  the  occa.sion  that  arc  dismissed  imme¬ 
diately  the  inspection  is  o\  er.  Tlie  grand  point  wdli  tlie  tran.^poiT 
gentry  is  to  Ivcep  well  with  the  agent  by  performing  tariuus  little 
seiAices,  such  as  employ  ing  tlieir  carpenters  in  making  his  furniture, 
or  fitting  up  his  liousc,  prcsenliiig  him  with  a  boat  that  may  liave 
taken  Ids  fancy,  M:c.  ike.  Tliis,  of  course,  cannot  he  considered  as 
bribery,  but  mere  marks  of  their  esteem." 

One  of  our  agents  b)r  tian.^poit.-  was  presented  n  ith  a  very  hnudsome 
\acht  of  considerable  burthen,  ami  wa.s  imprudent  enough  to  invite  ll.c 
head  of  the  government  to  ntteiid  the  launch,  anil  to  retiue.st  him  to 
name  the  \e.'sel.  'rhe  chief,  a  keen  oM  Scotchman  (Sir  Thomas  M.dt- 
land),  with  a  sarcastic  siidleand  a  siguilieant  look  at  the  eralt,  sai.l — 

••  WliV,  Mr . .  I  think  we  cantiol  do  lM‘Ucr  than  call  her  tl»c 

‘  I'luu'iler.’  ’’ — Journal  of  a  Friend. 
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in  a  province  where  Suchet  might  soon  collect 
22,000  well  disciplined  infantry  and  several 
squadrons  of  good  cavalry;  and  that  to  attempt 
the  siege  of  Tarragona,  or  of  any  other  consider¬ 
able  place,  with  the  means  he  had  would  be  mad¬ 
ness.  Admiral  Sir  Edward  Pellew  strongly  urged 
a  descent,  and  Captain  Codrington,  who  had  long 
been  commanding  a  squadron  off  that  coast,  insisted 
that  Maitland  was  deceived  by  false  information, 
that  the  Spaniards  who  had  communicated  with  him 
from  shore  were  traitors.  A  council  of  w'ar,  how¬ 
ever,  agreed  with  Maitland,  and  that  general,  after 
two  or  three  changes  of  plans  or  purpose,  deter¬ 
mined  to  run  down  the  coast  to  Alicante  in  Valen¬ 
cia,  an  important  city,  the  safety  of  which  was 
endangered  in  consequence  of  a  defeat  which  the 
Spanish  general  J.  O’Donnel  had  recently  sustained 
in  its  neighbourhood,  in  a  rash  attempt  to  drive  the 
van-guard  of  Suchel’s  army  back  upon  the  Xucar.* 
The  hearts  of  the  Catalonian  patriots  died  within 
them  as  they  saw'  the  British  fleet  quitting  their 
shores.  The  weather  was  bad,  the  winds  were  con¬ 
trary,  and  there  w'as  some  of  the  usual  confusion 
in  the  transport  service  ;  but  on  the  evening  of  the 
9th  of  August  the  fleet  anchored  in  the  capacious 
and  safe  Bay  of  Alicante,  and  on  the  following  day 
the  troops  were  landed.  Suchet  now  withdrew  his 
van-guard,  which  was  within  sight  of  Alicante,  to 
the  Xucar,  where  he  constructed  a  bridge  of  boats 
and  a  tete  du  pont.  Maitland,  with  his  Anglo- 
Siciliaus  and  his  Majorcan  division,  occupied  the 
country  from  which  the  enemy  retired;  but  in  less 
than  a  week  he  received  intelligence  that  Suchet 
had  been  joined  by  King  Joseph  with  a  part  of  the 
army  of  the  Centre,  and  that  Soult  was  in  rapid 
march  with  his  army  of  Andalusia  to  join  the  king 
and  Suchet ;  and  thereupon  he  found  it  necessary 
to  evacuate  all  the  country  he  had  recovered,  and 
to  fall  back  to  Alicante.  Within  that  town  and 
some  works  in  front  of  it  the  Anglo-Sicilian  expe¬ 
dition  was  cooped  up,  without  the  chance  of  effect¬ 
ing  any  powerful  diversion  in  favour  of  Wellington. 

There  were  other  potent  reasons  which  rendered 
his  lordship’s  prolonged  occupation  of  the  open 
capital  imjiossible.  Though  he  was  in  the  centre 
ot  Spain,  there  existed  no  Spanish  force  upon  wdiich 
he  could  depend  for  field  operations.  The  army  of 
Galicia  under  Santocildes,  which  was  now  considered 
the  most  effective  of  the  Spanish  corps,  after  taking 
Astorga  and  advancing  towards  Zamora,  had  been 
beaten  and  driven  back  by  Clausel,  with  the  rem¬ 
nant  of  Marmont’s  army  of  Portugal;  Ballasteros, 
who  had  kept  together  a  force  in  Andalusia,  haught¬ 
ily  refused  to  be  directed  by  Lord  Wellington ; 
O’DouneTs  defeated  army  was  flving  through 
Murcia  without  equipments,  and  without  disci¬ 
pline,  and,  on  the  whole  surface  of  Spain,  there  was 
nothing  that,  by  any  straining  of  language,  could 
be  called  an  army,  or,  at  least,  a  dLsciplined  arm)', 
in  the  field.  Bands  of  guerrillas  there  were,  but 

*  In  lliis  wretchtnl  alTair  O’Donnt*!  is  said  to  have  lost  more  than 
4000  men,  and  to  have  seen  the  fugitives  of  his  army  tlirow  away 
Ifl.oOO  muskets  iti  their  flight.  If  he  had  not  risked  this  battle  Ali- 
ctm’e  utj'.ild  h;iv{*  f)ecn  in  no  danger. 
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some  of  these  seemed  almost  as  ready  to  plunder 
friends  as  foes — to  fall  upon  English  convoys  as 
upon  French.*  Lord  Wellington,  on  his  first 
arrival  at  Madrid,  had  been  hailed  with  Vivas 
and  expressions  of  good  will,  but  no  active  exertions 
w'ere  made  in  the  common  cause;  and  the  Vivas 
grew  fainter  as  the  Madrilenos  reflected  on  the  possi¬ 
bility  of  the  French  returning,  and  the  good  will 
grew  cool  when  they  were  called  upon  to  furnish  sup¬ 
plies  and  assistance  to  the  allied  army.  As  in  every 
other  city  of  Spain,  and  as  in  every  place  on  the 
Continent  where  we  set  foot,  it  was  believed  that 
the  English  were  made  of  gold,  and  that  wherever 
they  came  they  must  bring  not  only  arms  and 
ammunition,  stores,  clothing,  and  food  for  the 
armies  of  the  country  as  well  as  for  their  own,  but 
also  an  inexhaustible  fund  of  gold  and  silver  to 
scatter  among  the  natives :  and  now  wdienever 
money  w'as  asked  for  from  the  Spaniards  they  appear 
to  have  thought  that  the  predictions  of  Bonaparte 
and  of  our  own  opposition  were  verified,  and  that 
England  was  becoming  bankrupt.  But,  apart  from 
this  unfavourable, conviction  which  went  to  injure 
our  credit,  very  few'  of  these  Castilians  had  any 
money  to  give  or  lend.  Four  years  of  French  mili¬ 
tary  occupation  and  forced  military  contribution 
never  left  full  coffers  anywhere.  The  British  com¬ 
mander-in-chief  could  not  realize  at  Madrid,  by 
drafts  iqiou  the  British  treasury,  a  sum  of  money 
adequate  to  the  most  pressing  wants  of  his  army.f 
It  was  therefore  in  vain  to  think  of  remaining  at 
Madrid,  where,  if  the  allied  army  had  not  first  been 
starved,  three  or  four  French  armies,  a  total  of  more 
than  100,000  men,  must  have  closed  round  it  and 
cut  off  all  retreat.  The  alternative  left  to  Welling¬ 
ton  was  either  to  move  to  the  north  against  Clausel, 
or  to  move  to  the  south  against  Soult.  He  deter¬ 
mined  on  the  first  of  these  movements,  hoping  that, 
although  Clausel  had  now  received  large  reinforce¬ 
ments,  he  should  be  able  to  give  him  some  such 
lesson  as  he  had  given  to  him  and  Mannont  at 
Salamanca — the  doleful  remembrances  of  which 
battle  were  known  to  have  taken  all  their  con¬ 
fidence  out  of  the  French  infantry.  Leaving  two 
divisions  under  Hill  near  Madrid,  his  lordship 
marched  with  the  remainder  on  the  1st  of  Sep¬ 
tember  back  to  Valladolid,  which  he  re-entered 
on  the  Tth.  Continuing  his  march  towards  Burgos 
he  fell  in  with  the  Spanish  army  of  Galicia,  w  Inch 
was  found  to  be  less  than  10,000  men,  undis¬ 
ciplined,  ragged,  and  deficient  in  equipments. 
On  the  19th  of  September  the  allied  army  en¬ 
tered  Burgos,  the  French  falling  back  to  Bri- 
viesca,  but  leaving  2000  men,  under  General 
Dubreton,  in  the  castle  of  Burgos.  The  posses¬ 
sion  of  that  fort  was  necessary  for  the  security 
of  the  allied  army  in  its  present  advanced  and 
insecure  position,  and  Wellington  directed  it  to  be 

*  It  is  related  that  on  the  first  day  of  Maitland’s  march  from  Ali¬ 
cante  towards  the  Xucar  a  convoy  with  six  days’  siiyiply  was  attacked 
by  an  armed  banditti  called  a  guerrilla,  and  tliat  the  convoy  was  jilun- 
dered  or  dispersed  and  Colonel  Napiery  Ilist.  of  ff'ar  in  the 

reninsula. 

f  Wellington  Divpatclies. 
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invested  forthwith,  though  he  was  ill  furnished  with 
siege  artiner\',  and  well  knew  that  the  castle,  strong 
hy  its  natural  position,  had  been  fortified  by  the 
French  with  great  care.  A  horn-work  on  a  hill  which 
commanded  some  of  the  works  of  the  castle  was 
carried  hy  assault.  The  fort  itself  was  battered,  hut 
with  little  effect.  Sapping  was  then  resorted  to,  with 
such  had  sappers  and  miners  as  his  lordship  had. 
On  the  29th,  a  breach  having  been  effected  in  the 
outer  wall  by  the  explosion  of  a  mine,  an  attempt 
was  made  to  storm  it,  but  failed.  On  the  4th  of 
October,  another  breach  having  been  effected  by 
the  same  process  of  mining  and  exploding,  another 
storm  was  attempted  :  this  succeeded,  but  still  the 
besiegers  were  only  established  within  the  exterior 
line  of  the  works  of  the  castle.  In  two  bold  sorties 
the  French  materially  injured  the  works  of  the 
allies,  and  thus  threw  them  back  in  their  operations. 
But  what  most  retarded  these  ojierations  w'as  a  want 
of  ammunition.  At  last,  on  the  I8th  of  October, 
a  breach  was  made  by  mining  in  the  second  line, 
and  orders  were  given  to  storm  again.  The  assault 
was  gallantly  made  and  maintained  by  a  detach¬ 
ment  of  our  German  Legion  and  a  detachment  of 
the  Guards;  but  the  F'rench  brought  such  a  fire  to 
bear  upon  them  from  the  third  line  and  from  the 
body  of  the  castle,  and  attacked  them  witli  numbers 
so  superior,  before  they  could  be  supported,  that  the 
assailants  were  compelled  to  retire  with  considerable 
loss.  Dubreton  hud  made  a  brave  stand,  but  no 
bravery  or  skill  could  have  saved  the  castle  in  the 
face  of  so  bold  and  so  persevering  an  enemy.  But, 


as  Wellington  was  preparing  to  renew  his  assault, 
the  French  Army  of  the  North  advanced  to  raise 
the  siege ;  and  at  the  same  moment  he  learned 
from  General  Hill  that  the  armies  of  the  South  and 
Centre,  or  those  of  Soult  and  King  Joseph,  being 
united,  mustered  '10,000  strong,  and  were  ad¬ 
vancing  from  Valencia  towards  the  Tagus,  and  that 
General  Ballasteros  had  not  assumed  a  position  in 
La.  hlancha  which  the  Spanish  government,  at  his 
lordship’s  suggestion,  had  ordered  him  to  take 
up,  in  order  to  retard  the  enemy’s  movements 
towards  the  Tagus.*  'The  British  commander  was 
therefore  under  the  painful  necessity  of  abandoning 
the  siege  of  the  castle  of  Burgos,  and  of  effecting 
a  retrograde  movement  in  order  to  draw  near  to 
Hill,  who  at  the  approach  of  Soult  retired  slowly 
towards  Salamanca.  On  the  21st  of  October  the 
siege  was  raised,  and  the  allied  army  retired  in  good 
order  to  Palencia,  where  it  was  joined  by  a  fresh 
brigade  from  England  under  Lord  Dalhousie,  who 
had  landed  at  Coruna  and  marched  through  the 
northern  provinces.  The  French  army  from  the 
north,  by  this  time  under  the  command  of  Souham, 
was  now  close  upon  the  allies,  and  repeatedly 
attacked  and  harassed  their  rear-guard  until  they 
reached  theDuero  at  Tudela,  when  Souham  halted, 
waiting  to  be  joined  by  Soult  from  the  south. 
Wellington  halted  not,  but,  crossing  the  Duero  on 
the  29tli  of  October,  continued  his  retreat  to  the 

•  H.illnsteros  behaved  in  this  shanteles.-i  mannor  out  of  spite  nn«l 
)(*al(>usy.  or  because  the  Spniiish  re^'eucy  and  cortes  liad  ulTered  Lord 
Wellington  llie  chief  command  of  the  Spanish  armias.'—  Dispatch 
Earl  Uathurst. 
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Tormes,  being  joined,  on  his  way  thither,  on  the 
3rd  of  November  by  Hill.  After  getting  across 
the  Duero  and  effecting  his  junction  with  Hill,  his 
lordship  congratulated  himself  on  his  success. 

“  1  assure  you,”  he  wrote  to  the  secretary-at-war, 

“  that,  considering  the  numbers  of  the  enemy 
(among  wliom  is  Caffarelli’s  infantry,  as  well  as 
his  cavalry),  and  considering  the  state  of  the 
Spanish  troops,  the  great  proportion  of  foreign 
troops  in  the  divisions  which  I  have  with  me,  and 
their  general  weakness,  and  the  weakness  of  our 
cavalry,  I  think  I  have  escaped  from  the  worst 
military  situation  I  was  ever  in.”  *  By  the  8th  of 
November  his  lordship  had  taken  up  his  old  posi¬ 
tion  on  the  heights  of  San  Cristoval,  in  front  of 
Salamanca.  On  the  10th  Souham  and  Soult  joined 
their  forces,  which  were  now  estimated  at  15,000 
foot  and  12,000  cavalry,  while  Wellington’s  army, 
counting  Spaniards  and  all,  did  not  exceed  48,000 
foot  and  5000  cavalry.  The  two  French  generals 
now  advanced ;  and,  on  the  14th,  finding  nearly 
all  the  fords  of  the  river  practicable,  they  crossed 
the  Tormes  in  force  some  three  leagues  above 
Salamanca.  Lord  Wellington  immediately  broke 
up  from  San  Cristoval  and  ordered  his  troops  to¬ 
wards  the  two  Arapiles  ;  and  as  soon  as  he  had 
ascertained  the  direction  of  the  enemy’s  march 
from  the  fords,  he  moved  with  the  second  division 
of  infantry,  and  all  the  cavalry  he  could  collect, 
to  attack  them,  leaving  Hill,  with  some  divisions, 
to  protect  this  movement,  and  posting  the  third 
division  in  reserve  on  the  Arapiles,  to  secure 
the  possession  of  those  important  positions,  the 
stronger  of  which  had  been  held  by  the  French 
in  the  battle  of  Salamanca.  The  enemy,  however, 
were  already  too  strong  and  too  strongly  posted 
to  be  attacked,  so  that  his  lordship  confined  him¬ 
self  to  a  smart  cannonade  of  their  cavalry,  under 
cover  of  which  he  reconnoitred  their  position.  In 
the  evening  he  withdrew  all  his  troops  to  the 
heights  of  the  Arapiles.  In  the  course  of  that 
night  and  the  following  morning,t  having  seen 
that  Soult  and  Souham  were  determined  not  to 
attack  him  on  the  ground  he  had  chosen,  the  field 
of  his  former  victory,  he  moved  the  greatest 
part  of  the  troops  through  Salamanca,  detaching 
General  Sir  Edward  Paget,  with  a  division  of  in¬ 
fantry,  to  secure  the  passage  of  a  stream  and  watch 
the  movements  of  the  enemy,  who  were  expected 
to  make  an  immediate  attempt  to  cut  off  his  lord¬ 
ship’s  communications  either  with  Salamanca  or 

*  Di-ipatch  lo  Karl  Bathurst,  dated  Rueda,  31st  October. 

t  *•  On  the  li)th.  at  day-light,  the  whole  of  our  array  was  iu  order 
of  battle ;  our  division  was  posted  behind  the  Artipiles,  and  every  one 
anticipaUid  a  fierce  and  general  engageraeiit.  'Ihe  French  had  90,000 

men,  and  nearly  200  pieces  of  artillery . Soult,  however,  had 

no  intention  of  fighting  ;  he  declined  the  challenge,  maiiceuvred  on 
our  right,  and,  threatening  our  communication  willi  Btntugal,  com¬ 
pelled  us  to  retreat.  It  is  evident  that  Lord  Wellington,  who,  from 
the  Hth  to  the  I5th,  ke\)t  all  his  forces  concentrated  on  the  Tormes, 
anxiously  desired  and  expected  a  general  engagement.  Indeed,  it 
has  been*  said,  and  is  probable,  that  on  the  morning  of  the  15th,  couhl 
he  liave  supposed  that  Soult  would  refuse  lighting,  he  would  hiraselt 
have  been  the  assailant,  and  would  have  inaiclied  boldly  on  the 
heights  of  Mozarbes.  It  was  not  until  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon 
that  the  retreat  was  ordered,  which,  had  it  been  the  original  intention 
of  his  lordship,  would,  no  doubt,  have  been  entered  upon  six  hours 
earlier.” — Recollections  of  the  Peninsula. 


with  Ciudad  Rodrigo.  On  the  morning  of  the 
15th  tVellington  found  the  French  still  fortifying 
the  position  they  had  taken  up  the  preceding  day 
on  crossing  the  Tormes — so  cautious  had  their 
defeats  and  reverses  rendered  them ;  but  they  were 
also  moving  masses  of  cavalry  and  some  infantry  to 
their  left,  as  if  with  the  intention  of  cutting  off  the 
allies  from  Ciudad  Rodrigo.  Wellington  there¬ 
upon  determined  to  move  rapidly  upon  Ciudad 
Rodrigo  ;  and,  putting  the  allied  army  in  march  in 
three  columns,  and  crossing  the  Zurguen,  which 
Sir  Edward  Paget  had  guarded,  and  then  turning 
and  passing  the  enemy’s  left  flank,  he  encamped 
that  night  on  the  Valmuza.  On  the  following  day, 
the  16th,  the  French  followed  his  lordship’s  move¬ 
ment  with  immense  masses  of  cavalry,  and  a  con¬ 
siderable  body  of  infantry ;  but  they  did  not  at¬ 
tempt  to  press  upon  his  rear.  On  the  llth  they 
took  advantage  of  the  ground  to  cannonade  our 
light  division,  which  formed  the  rear-guard,  and 
which  was  now  commanded  by  General  Alten,  on 
its  passage  over  the  river,  and  caused  it  some  loss. 
In  the  course  of  the  same  day  Sir  Edward  Paget, 
who  had  ridden  to  the  rear  to  discover  the  cause 
of  some  delay  in  the  march,  was  surprised,  when 
on  the  top  of  a  hill,  with  a  spy-glass  in  his  hand, 
and  was  taken  prisoner  hy  some  Italian  cavalry 
which  had  followed  Joseph  Bonaparte  from  Naples,  j; 
On  the  18th  the  French  kept  at  a  cautious  dis¬ 
tance,  and  Lord  Wellington,  without  let  or  hin¬ 
drance,  established  his  head-quarters  at  Ciudad 
Rodrigo.  Soult,  in  fact,  after  he  had  crossed  the 
Tormes,  made  no  serious  movement,  being  called 
upon  by  Joseph  to  send  some  troops  into  Old 
Castile.  On  the  I9th  part  of  the  allied  army 
crossed  the  Agueda ;  all  the  rest  crossed  on  the 
20th.  The  main  body  of  the  British  and  Portu¬ 
guese  were  then  distributed  in  their  old  canton¬ 
ments  within  the  frontier  of  Portugal,  between  the 
Agueda  and  the  Coa;  and  Hill’s  corps  moved  into 
Spanish  Estremadura,  into  cantonments  near  Coria, 
and  towards  the  Tagus. 

During  the  retreat  from  Burgos  the  allies  had 
suffered  severely  from  fatigue  and  privation ;  for 
the  greater  part  of  the  time  the  rain  lell  in  torrents, 
and  the  weather  was  worse  than  Lord  Wellington 
had  ever  seen  it ;  the  roads  were  knee-deep  with 
mud,  the  rivers  and  swollen  rivulets  breast-deep  ; 
hardly  anything  in  the  shape  of  provisions  could 
he  obtained  from  that  hungry,  desolated  country ; 
a  great  part  of  the  army  had  neither  bread  nor 
biscuit,  the  only  sustenance  being  a  scanty  ration 
of  lean  tough  beef,  which  the  men  were  obliged  to 
eat  half  raw,  from  the  difficulty  of  lighting  fires  in 

X  We  well  knew  the  Italian  ofTieer  who  had  the  principal  share  in 
this  capture.  It  was  Don  Marc-Antonio  Colonna,  sou  of  the  Prince 
of  Siigliano,  a  bramdi  of  the  most  ancient  and  noble  family  ol  tlie 
Golonua,  long  settled  in  the  kingdom  of  Naples.  He  discovered,  with 
Ids  gla^s,  an  English  general  officer  on  the  top  of  a  hill,  and,  galloping 
to  the  spot,  surrounded  the  base  of  the  hill.  He  used  to  give  a  graphic 
and  touching  account  of  the  behaviour  of  the  stately  and  gallant 
veteran,  who  had  already  lost  an  arm,  and  was  very  short-sighted. 
Sir  Edward,  upon  first  seeing  tlie  dragoons,  put  spurs  to  Ids  horse, 
and  would  have  galloped  down  the  hill,  but  (.)oloima  cried  out  that 
it  was  surrounded,  that  escape  was  impossible,  that  t)ie  uUempt 
might  lead  to  destruction ;  and,  as  he  closed  upon  him  Mitli  sever.il 
troopers,  Sir  Edward  presented  his  sword  and  surrendered.  _ 
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their  wet  bivouacs,  and  from  the  scarcity  of  fuel.* 
Such  had  becu  the  cleanliness  of  Spanish  cpiarters, 
that  nearly  all  our  tender-shinned  men  were  bring¬ 
ing  hack  cutaneous  disorders,  and  all  the  rest  were 
eaten  up  by  vermin  even  as  though  they  had  ]iassed 
through  one  of  Pharaoh’s  plagues.  The  poorest 
and  dullest  follower  of  the  camp  was  sensible  of 
the  ill-conduct  of  the  Spanish  generals  and  other 
authorities,  and  none  could  be  blind  to  the  care 
with  which  the  Spanish  people  concealed  their  pro¬ 
visions,  or  to  the  greediness  with  which  they  over¬ 
charged  every  morsel  of  food  or  drop  of  wine  they 
supplied  to  the  troo})s  who  were  fighting  for  them.. 
On  leaving  Salamanca  some  of  our  retreating  sol¬ 
diers  had  been  savagely  murdered  by  Spaniards  of 
tliat  town.  Many  of  our  men,  vowing  that  their 
friends  were  worse  than  their  foes,  beat  the  Spanish 
peasants  and  plundered  their  abodes  wherever  the 
opportunity  offered ;  and  other  and  worse  irregu¬ 
larities  were  committed.  Lord  Wellington,  how¬ 
ever,  had  no  hesitation  in  attributing  these  evils 
chiefly  to  the  inattention  and  inexperience  of  the 
officers  of  the  regiments ;  and,  a  few'  days  after  he 
had  taken  up  his  quarters  behind  the  Agueda,  he 
issued  a  severe  admonitory  letter  to  officers  com¬ 
manding  divisions  and  brigades.  He  herein  de¬ 
clared  that  in  the  late  campaign  the  discipline  of 
his  army  had  become  relaxed  to  a  greater  degree 
than  he  had  w'itnessed  in  any  army  with  which  he 
had  ever  served,  or  of  which  he  had  ever  read.t 
This  was  exaggerating  the  fact  and  being  over 
severe,  and  it  w'as  so  felt — and  very  deeply  too — • 
by  the  whole  army  ;  but  the  severity  of  the  censure 
(which  passed  over  the  common  soldiers  to  fall 
u])on  their  officers)  was  evidently  calculated  to 
produce  a  benclicial  impression  upon  many  of  the 

*  The  TnijUsh  snldii’i,  moreover,  has  no  genius  for  cooking,  ami 
Ihe  prrscrihed  mess  arrangements  of  our  troops  were,  very  had.  'J’lie 
Frcneli  soldiers,  on  the  other  hand,  cultivated  the  science  of  cookery, 
for  Mhich  their  nation  has  so  decided  a  f^enius,  and  their  cookiiiij  ar- 
rangcmeiits  were  infinitely  belter  than  onrs.  Lord  Welliu'jton  dwelt 
upon  this  ditTerence  with  some  na'ivtte  in  the  circular  letter  ho  ad- 
<lres«cd  to  conimatuUujx  olTiccrs  after  the  retreat.  “  In  regard  to  the 
food  of  the  sohlier,''  said  his  lordship,  “  I  have  frequently  observed 
and  lamented  in  the  late  campnis'ii  the  facilily  and  celerity  with  which 
the  French  soldiers  Ci>ok  in  comparison  with  tho'^e  of'our  armv.” 
And,  after  this  observation,  he  read  the  commandin"  oflieers  a  i;ood 
lesson  about  a  di\ision  of  labour,  in  cuttiiw  and  bringing  in  wood,  in 
Mcbiiik'  water,  in  preparing  the  meat  to  he  cooked,  &(*.  &c.  Thus, 
like  a  truly  great  m.m,  lie  continued  to  attend  to  every  detail,  consi¬ 
dering  nothing  too  little  for  his  atleutiou  u  hich  contributed  to  the  well¬ 
being  and  cnieii  ney  (»f  his  army. 

M'e  Tear,  huwever,  that,  tlirough  the  total  want,  of  the  culinary  genius, 
our  soldiers  .still  require  almost  everything  to  bo  done  for  theni  and  to 
their  hands,  or  almo.st  to  have  their  ^ictual.■^,  ready  cooked,  put  into 
their  mouths. 

^  Om*  little  reform,  if  it  has  not  been  adopted,  might  be  found  easy. 
1'he  French  soldiers  mess  by  twos  and  threes,  and  use  small  pots  or 
kettles,  which  are  light  to  carry  and  easy  to  make  boil :  these  kettles 
Mere  all  made  of  copper.  The  English,  at  that  lime,  messed  by  tens, 
and  u.si'd  large  licavv  c.imp  kettles  nuulV  ot  inui,  and  m  Inch  required 
a  large  lire. 

t  Sc»;  circular  letter  in  Dispatches,  dated  Freneda,  28lh  November. 
—  Ill  this  idrcular  the  commander-iu-chief  said  that  the  army  had  suf* 
fered  no  privation  M'hich  could  justify  the  least  irregulariiy,  nr  aecouut 
for  the  losses  whicli  Irul  been  sustaim  ib  An  ofliciT  serving  in  General 
Hill  s  ttivision  says:  “  lam  convinced  that  his  lordship  wjvs  never 

made  acquaiiit<'d  with  the  extent  of  our  privations . Neither 

were  the  irregularities,  though  great,  by  any  means  general:  there 
were  corps,  ami  many  corps,  who  maintained  their  disci])line,  and 
whose  casualtie.s  were  eomparaliv el v  trilling  ami  most  salisfactorilv 
accounted  h)r.’  —  Jicc.ullvctii/fis  aj  ihr  'l^cniHSuUt. 

Anollu'r  nflieiT,  who  acted  as  aiile-de-(*anq)  to  General  Hill  liuring 
this  r«M rent,  say.s  that  onr  troops,  iu  Sir  .lohu  Mooie’s  retreat  through 
Galicia  to  (.oiuua,  wme  never  so  long  without  a  snpplv  of  pr()visions 
ii-i  were  some  eorjFs  of  Lord  Wellington  s  army  on  the  present  occasion ; 
l»ut  lie  also  say.s  that  the  in.ivehcs  iu  the  pn'sent  case  were  never  of  an 
uujeasoiiahle  length. — Ciloucl  Jciik  lU\\j. 
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“  fine  gentlemen”  of  the  army,  who  still  consi¬ 
dered  such  details  as  soldiers’  fuel,  flesh-pots,  and 
dinner-liouis  unworthy  the  attention  of  such  high¬ 
bred  gallants  :  and,  when  the  commanding  officers, 
the  colonels  and  majors  of  regiments,  and  captains 
of  companies,  neglected  tliese  duties,  they  were 
pretty  sure  to  be  neglected  by  the  subalterns,  and 
to  be  very  indifferently  performed  by  the  non-com¬ 
missioned  officers. 

Apparently,  one  of  the  very  first  men  that  raised 
an  indecent  outcry  against  Wellington  for  not  keep¬ 
ing  Madrid,  and  for  not  taking  the  castle  of  Burgos, 
was  Ballasteros,  whose  conduct  had  made  the  re¬ 
treat  from  the  latter  place  so  indispensable,  and 
whose  pride  and  jealousy  had  gone  far  to  commit 
the  whole  of  his  lordship’s  army.  Fortunately  the 
Spanish  government  took  the  command  of  its  army 
from  that  arrogant  blockhead,  and  gave  it  to  Ge¬ 
neral  Virues ;  yet  Ballasteros  was  described  by 
Wellington  as  the  only  man  among  the  Spaniards 
who  ever  did  anything  I  Many  people  in  England, 
particularly  of  the  opposition  party,  echoed  the 
outcry  of  the  Spanish  general,  sat  in  judgirrent  on 
the  campaign,  and,  not  satisfied  with  representing 
it  as  a  ruinous  and  a  disgraceful  failure  in  Spain, 
derived  from  it  the  o})portunity  of  repeating  the 
old  prediction  that  Wellington  must  be  driven  out  of 
Portugal.  His  lordship’s  own  brief  and  manly  words 
are  the  best  defence  or  explanation  of  his  conduct. 
“  I  am  much  afraid,”  said  he,  “  from  what  I  see 
in  the  newspapers,  that  the  public  will  he  much 
disappointed  at  the  result  of  the  campaign,  notwith¬ 
standing  that  it  is,  in  fact,  tlie  most  successful 
campaign  in  all  its  circumstances,  and  has  pro¬ 
duced  for  the  common  cause  more  important  results, 
than  any  campaign  in  which  the  British  army  has 
been  engaged  for  the  last  century.  We  have  taken 
by  siege  Ciudad  Rodrigo,  Badajoz,  and  Salamanca, 
and  the  Retiro  has  surrendered.  In  the  meantime 
the  allies  have  taken  Astorga,  Consuegra,  and  Gna- 
dalaxara,  besides  other  })laces.  In  the  ten  months 
elapsed  since  January  this  army  has  sent  to  Eng¬ 
land  little  short  of  20,000  jirisoners ;  and  they  have 
taken  and  destroyed,  or  have  themselves  retained 
the  use  of,  the  enemy’s  arsenals  in  Ciudad  Rodrigo, 
Badajoz,  Salamanca,  Valladolid,  INladrid,  Astorga, 
Seville,  the  lines  before  Cadiz,  &c. ;  and,  upon  the 
wliole,  we  have  taken  and  destroyed,  or  we  now 
possess,  little  shoit  of  3000  pieces  of  cannon.  The 
siege  of  Cadiz  has  been  raised,  and  all  the  country 
south  of  the  Tagus  has  been  cleared  of  the  enemy. 
We  should  have  retained  still  greater  advantages, 
I  think,  and  should  have  remained  in  possession  (,f 
Castile  and  Aladrid  during  the  winter,  if  I  could 
have  taken  Burgos,  as  1  ought,  early  in  October, 
or  if  Ballasteros  had  moved  upon  Alcaraz,  as  lie 
was  ordered,  instead  of  intriguing  for  his  own 

aggrandizement . I  see  that  a  disposition 

already  exists  to  blame  the  government  for  the 
I’ailure  of  ihe  siege  of  Burgos.  The  government 
had  nothing  to  say  to  the  siege.  It  was  entirely 
my  own  act.  In  regard  to  means,  there  were  ample 
means  both  at  Madrid  and  Santander  for  the  siege 
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of  the  strungesit  fortress.  That  v\liich  ‘svas  wanting 
at  both  i)laces  was  means  of  transporting  ordnance 
and  artillery  stores  to  the  place  where  it  was  desir¬ 
able  to  use  tbem.  The  people  of  England,  so  happy 
as  they  are  in  every  respect,  so  rich  in  resources  of 
every  description,  having  the  use  of  such  excellent 
roads,  &c.,  will  not  readily  believe  that  important 
results  here  frequently  depend  upon  fifty  or  sixty 
mules  more  or  less,  or  a  few  bundles  of  straw  to 
feed  tbem  ;  but  the  fact  is  so,  notwithstanding  their 
incredulity.  I  could  not  find  means  of  moving  even 

07ie  gun  from  Madrid . As  for  the  two 

heavy  guns  which - endeavoured  to  send,  I 

was  obliged  to  send  our  own  cattle  to  draw  them ; 
and  we  felt  great  inconvenience  from  the  want  of 
those  cattle  in  the  subsequent  movements  of  the 
army.”*  As  for  the  security  of  Portugal  his 
lordship  could  be  under  no  apprehension.  With 
Badajoz  in  the  hands  of  the  allies,  with  Hill  be¬ 
yond  the  Guadiana  in  Spanish  Estremadura,  and 
with  no  Erench  force  in  Andalusia,  or  anywhere 
in  the  south,  to  march  against  him,  the  southern 
frontier  of  Portugal  was  safe.  With  regard  to  the 
northern  frontier  where  his  lordship  and  the  main 
army  were  stationed,  although  letters  were  inter¬ 
cepted  from  Joseph  which  ordered  Soult  to  make 
Portugal  the  seat  of  the  war,  it  was  clear  to  a  de¬ 
monstration  that  that  marshal  would  not  again 
approach  the  line  of  the  Agueda,  or  re-enter  a 
country  where  he,  his  predecessors  and  successors, 
had  met  with  nothing  but  calamity  and  loss.  The 
strong  i)lace  of  Ciudad  Rodrigo  being  in  our  pos¬ 
session,  and  Almeida  being  re-established,  it  was 
no  easy  matter  for  the  enemy  to  penetrate  by  that 
great  entrance  into  Portugal :  his  lordship  there¬ 
fore  concluded  that  for  the  present  Soult,  notwith¬ 
standing  his  vast  numerical  superiority,  would 
canton  his  army  in  Old  Castile,  and  in  the  higher 
valley  of  the  Tagus,  there  to  wait  for  the  arrival 
of  fresh  reinforcements  and  means  from  France : 
— and  this  was  what  the  French  marshal  did.  “  I 
believe,”  said  his  lordship,  “  that  the  enemy  re¬ 
quire  repose  as  much,  if  not  more  than  we  do  ; 
and  that  their  immense  numbers  are  ratber  em¬ 
barrassing  to  tbem  in  a  country  already  exhausted. 

.  .  .  .  I  believe  that  I  have  underrated 

rather  than  overrated  their  force.  They  say  them¬ 
selves,  at  Salamanca,  that  they  have  90,000  in¬ 
fantry  and  14,000  cavalry  ;  and  their  demand  for 
provisions  from  the  country  is  140,000  rations 
daily !  I  think  they  must  have  90,000  men  alto¬ 
gether,  including  from  10,000  to  12,000  cavalry. 

. Having  abandoned  Madrid,  and  having 

given  up  all  their  communications  wdth  the  north, 
solely  with  a  view  to  collect  a  still  larger  force 
against  me,  there  is  no  diversion  which  would  at 
present  answer  to  effect  an  alteration  in  our  rela¬ 
tive  numbers,  even  if  I  could  depend  upon  the 
Spaniards  to  do  anything.  But  I  am  quite  in  de¬ 
spair  about  tbem.”  t  There  was  therefore  a 

•  Dispatch  to  the  Earl  of  Liverpool,  dated  Ciudad  Rodrigo,  23rd 
Novenitrer. 

Letter  to  the  Earl  of  I.iverpool.  W'elliugton  also  mentioned  an¬ 
other  important  circumstance — the  situation  of  his  army.  “  It  has 
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]>ause  in  the  war  in  this  quarter,  which  lasted  not 
only  through  the  remainder  of  the  winter,  but 
through  the  spring  of  1813.  The  main  army  of 
the  British  and  Portuguese  being  thus  condemned 
to  a  long  inactivity,  it  was  not  to  be  expected  that 
the  Spaniards  would  be  very  active.  They  did 
nothing  except  by  their  guerrillas,  who  harassed 
Clausel  in  the  north.  In  the  south-east,  and  on 
the  east  coast,  where  Suchet’s  army  bad  been 
greatly  reduced  by  the  drafts  made  upon  it,  little 
enterprise  was  shown,  and  nothing  of  any  import¬ 
ance  was  done.  The  Anglo-Sicilian  army — in 
which  there  were  not  2000  British  soldiers'' — re¬ 
mained  shut  up  at  Alicante.  Wellington  took  it 
upon  himself  to  order  General  IMaitland  to  remain 
on  the  eastern  coast,  notwithstanding  Lord  William 
Bentinck’s  instructions,  till  he  should  receive  the 
further  orders  of  the  secretary  of  state.  The  com¬ 
mander-in-chief  in  the  Peninsula  also  transmitted 
to  Maitland  excellent  instructions  and  orders.  On 
the  20th  of  September,  while  engaged  and  per¬ 
plexed  with  the  siege  of  the  castle  of  Burgos,  he 
instructed  him  how  to  maintain  his  post  at  Ali¬ 
cante,  how  to  keep  open  his  communication  with 
the  sea  and  British  shipping  in  an  easy  and  cer¬ 
tain  manner;  and  ordered  him  not  to  think  of  em¬ 
barking  till  the  last  extremity.  He  invited  Mait¬ 
land  to  place  confidence  in  the  gallantry  and  dis¬ 
cipline  of  the  British  troops  under  his  command, 
telling  him  that  be  (Wellington)  had  tried  them 
frequently,  and  that  they  had  never  failed  him.f 
But  Maitland  knew  not  how  to  bring  out  these 
fine  qualities  of  the  English  soldier ;  he  had  not 
the  habitude  of  a  separate  command.  The  good 
part  of  his  little  army  was  almost  buried  or  con¬ 
cealed  by  the  bad,  his  own  health  gave  way  com¬ 
pletely  under  chagrin,  and  those  incessant  annoy¬ 
ances  which  every  British  officer  serving  with  the 
Spaniards  was  doomed  to  undergo,  and  which  he 
had  not  philosojihy  to  bear.  But  for  the  deter¬ 
mined  conduct  of  Wellington,  he  would  have  acted 
in  conformity  with  Lord  W.  Bentinck’s  orders, 
and  have  returned  to  Sicily  with  his  whole  force 
at  the  beginning  of  October.  Not  being  able  to 
do  this,  Maitland  resigned  early  in  that  month, 
and  soon  afterwards  General  W.  Clinton  came 
down  from  Sicily  and  took  the  command.  Clinton 
would  have  introduced  more  activity  and  enter¬ 
prise,  but  he  was  checked  by  the  jealousy  and  ill- 
will  of  the  Spanish  governor  of  Alicante,  who 
treated  the  English  as  though  they  were  enemies, 
and,  so  far  from  giving  Clinton  possession  of  the 
citadel  and  the  seaward  batteries  of  Alicante,  which 
were  necessary  to  secure  his  communication  with 
our  shipping,  and — in  case  of  a  reverse — his  re¬ 
treat  and  re-embarkation  (which  Clinton,  as  well 

been  nctively  omployrd  since  the  beginuiug  of  Inst  Jtmuriry,  and  re¬ 
quires  rest.  The  horses  of  the  cavalry  and  artillery  in  particular  re¬ 
quire  both  that,  and  good  food  and  care  during  the  winter;  and  th« 
(liscipline  of  the  infantry  requires  to  be  attended  to,  as  is  usual  in  all 
armies  after  so  long  a  campaign,  and  one  of  so  much  activity.” 

*  About  3000  Ihitish  and  German  troops  left  Sicily  with  (jeneral 
Maitland  ;  but  we  believe  that  about  one-half  of  this  number  were 
Gormans. 

f  Letter  to  Lie\it.-General  F.  Maitland,  in  Dispatches. 
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as  Maitland,  was  commanded  to  make  sure  of), 
lie  would  not  suffer  the  British  to  hold  even  a  gate 
of  the  town.  In  the  meanwhile  Suchet  diligently 
strengthened  his  fortified  camp  on  the  Xucar,  en¬ 
trenched  all  the  passes  in  his  front,  dismantled  the 
extensive  walls  of  the  city  of  Valencia, '  against 
which  Wellington  had  recommended  a  movement, 
and  established  a  good  citadel  there.  On  the  2nd 
of  December  General  Campbell  arrived  from  Sicily 
w'ith  4000  men,  and  took  the  command,  thus 
making  the  fourth  general  in  chief  in  the  same 
number  of  months  ! — for,  in  the  short  interval  be¬ 
tween  the  resignation  of  Maitland  and  the  arrival 
of  Clinton,  the  chief  command  at  Alicante  had 
been  held  by  General  Mackenzie.  On  acquaint¬ 
ing  himself  with  Suchet’s  formidable  position,  and 
with  other  discouraging  circumstances.  General 
Campbell  declared  that  it  would  not  he  prudent 
to  attempt  anything  until  the  arrival  of  Lord 
William  Bentinck,  who  was  reported  to  be  coming 
from  Sicily  with  still  more  considerable  reinforce¬ 
ments  ;  but  his  Imdship  never  arrived  until  the 
3rd  of  July,  1813.  As  the  Spanish  government 
made  no  provision  for  the  subsistence  of  their 
motley  Majorcan  division,  and  as  Campbell  could 
no  longer  give  it  rations,  it  broke  up  and  went 
marauding  into  the  interior  of  the  country.  At 
the  same  time  many  of  the  Sicilians  and  Italians 
whom  Bentinck  had  sent  under  Maitland  deserted, 
some  to  join  Suchet,  who  had  a  considerable  num¬ 
ber  of  Neapolitans  with  him,  some  to  wander  along 
the  coast  in  the  desperate  hope  of  finding  means  to 
return  to  their  own  country.  Thus  Campbell  and 
his  people  ate  almonds  and  raisins,  and  drank 
Alicante  wine,  in  bodily,  if  not  in  mental,  repose. 
The  whole  matter  had  been  badly  managed  from 
the  beginning ;  but  still,  it  is  not  to  be  denied  that 
this  landing  on  the  eastern  coast  of  Spain  was  at¬ 
tended  with  some  beneficial  effects  :  it  long  occupied 
the  whole  attention  of  Suchet,  prevented  his  de¬ 
taching  more  troops  to  Madrid  and  the  united 
armies  under  Soult,  and  perplexed  the  attention 
and  acted  as  a  drain  upon  the  resources  of  Bona¬ 
parte’s  government.* 

While  the  Anglo-Sicilian  army  was  thus  em¬ 
ployed  in  Spain,  many  curious  events  had  occurred 
in  the  island  of  Sicily,  where  Lord  William  Ben¬ 
tinck  finished  and  set  up  the  constitution  which 
he  had  so  much  at  heart.  A  short  retrospect  is 
necessary.  Ever  since  the  first  landing  of  our 
troops  in  1806  to  protect  the  otherwise  defenceless 
island  from  the  French,  there  had  been  abundant 
causes  of  complaint  against  the  thoughtless,  ex¬ 
travagant,  and  profligate  court  of  King  Ferdinand, 
and  every  English  general  who  had  held  the  com¬ 
mand  had  found  himself  compelled  to  waste  a  great 
portion  of  his  time  in  making  remonstrances  to 
Ferdinand’s  government,  which  met  them  with 
quibbles,  and  in  writing  representations  and  com¬ 
plaints  to  his  own  government,  who,  out  of  a  too 
delicate  regard  to  the  sovereign  rights  and  inde¬ 
pendence  ot  their  old  ally,  took  no  proceedings  upon 

_  •  Colonel  Napier. 
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them,  or  did  no  more  than  write  an  occasional 
letter  of  good  advice  to  that  Neapolitano-Sicilian 
government.  The  expenses  Great  Britain  had  in¬ 
curred  were  enormous.  From  the  year  1806  till 
now  we  had  maintained  at  our  own  expense  a 
British  army  varying  from  10,000  to  20,000  men  ; 
and  we  had  been  paying  to  the  court  an  annual 
subsidy  of  300,000/.  or  400,000/.  This  money, 
according  to  a  treaty  signed  at  Palermo,  ought  all 
to  have  been  appropriated  to  the  use  of  the  Sicilian 
marine  and  land  forces ;  yet  the  Sicilian  army  had 
remained  as  badly  paid,  as  badly  disciplined,  as 
badly  fed,  as  inefficient  as  before  ;  and  the  marine, 
upon  which  so  much  depended,  had  not  been  raised 
to  any  better  state.*  The  common  people  were 
docile  and  well  disposed  ;  the  mariners  and  the 
fishermen  of  the  coast  would  have  made  good 
active  sailors,  and  have  managed  many  flotillas  of 
gun-boats ;  the  peasantry  could  have  been  converted 
into  good  soldiers ;  but  under  such  a  system, 
robbed  by  their  own  court,  robbed  by  their  own 
officers,  oppressed  by  their  barons — some  of  the 
worst  parts  of  the  feudal  system  still  surviving  in 
Sicily — and  ground  to  the  dust  by  the  most  mon¬ 
strous  and  absurd  monopolies  and  systems  of 
taxation,  the  poor  Sicilians  were  almost  powerless 
and  useless  even  for  the  defence  of  their  own 
country.  King  Ferdinand,  though  not  devoid  of 
a  rude  natural  wit  and  sagacity  and  of  good  com¬ 
mon  sense,  was,  and  had  all  his  life  been,  so  prone 
to  indolence  and  frivolous  amusements  as  to  be 
almost  a  nullity.  Provided  he  could  fish  and 
shoot  all  the  day  long,  he  cared  nothing  for  the 
affairs  of  state,  and  was  as  happy  at  Palermo,  in 
his  curtailed  dominions,  as  ever  he  had  been  at 
Naples.  As  had  been  the  case  ever  since  their 
marriage,  he  left  the  cares  of  government  to  his 
wife,  with  a  Carolina,  pensaci  tu.f  Carolina  of 
Austria,  the  sister  of  the  hapless  wife  of  Louis  XVI. 
of  France,  the  friend  and  almost  the  idolatress  of 
Lord  Nelson,  had  been  in  the  early  part  of  her 
life  and  reign  an  amiable,  kind-hearted,  generous 
princess,  fond  of  amusement  and  of  admiration, 
but  spirited  and  high-minded  when  the  occasion 
demanded.  But  the  woes  of  her  sister  had  made 
almost  as  sudden  a  change  on  her  heart  as  they 
had  made  on  Marie  Antoinette’s  hair.  She  be¬ 
came  suspicious,  gloomy,  savagely  vindictive :  the 
Neapolitan  blood  that  was  shed  on  the  scaffold 
after  the  overthrow  of  the  rickety  “llepublica 
Partenopea,”  and  the  return  of  herself  and  family 

*  Whilft  we  were  keeping  our  own  Army,  and  paying  400,000/. 
a-year  to  llie  Sicilian  court,  that  court  taxed  the  wine  and  oilier  sup¬ 
plies  for  the  iiritisli  army,  made  us  pa>  00  or  CO  percent,  upon  the 
bread  which  the  Kuglish  soldiers  nte,  and  actually  raised  a  revenue 
of  nearly  100,000/.  ]>er  annum  upon  (he  Ihilish  army. 

Other  fids  occurred  which  wouhl  staggiT  our  lielief  if  we  were  not 
well  acquainted  wilh  the  unblushing  conduct  of  that  Neapolitano- 
Sicilian,  or  Siculo* Neapolitan  government.  When  Sir  .lohu  Stuart, 
iu  his  expedition  of  1801>,  was  ut  the  island  of  Ischia,  in  the  Gulf  of 
Najiles,  having  several  thousand  Sicilians  witli  him  who  received  no 
pro^isions  from  their  own  government,  he  oidered  the  English  com- 
mUsarial  to  supply  them  with  rations.  The  poor  Sic.lians  came  iu  a 
short  lime  and  begged  S;r  John  to  stoji  this  allowance,  because  their 
own  go'ernmeut,  on  account  o!  the  rations  which  were  thus  furni.-»h<  d 
at  our  expense,  deduiited  out  of  their  pay  a  nuicli  greater  sum  than 
the  soldiers  could  albird,  and  more  thau  the  rations  were  worlli. 

f  *' Carolina,  do  you  think  about  it.”  This  was  old  Ferdinand's 
constant  expression. 
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from  Sicily  in  1799-1800,  was  shed  to  gratify  her 
vengeance,  and  .not  to  satisfy  Ferdinand,  who 
would  have  forgotten  and  forgiven ;  and  it  w'as 
through  her  that  Nelson  put  an  ineffaceable  stain 
upon  his  glory  by  allowing  the  Neapolitan  admiral 
Caraccioli  to  be  tried  in  a  most  irregular  manner 
by  court-martial  on  board  his  own  ship,  and  to  be 
sent  to  be  hanged  at  the  yard-arm  of  a  Neapolitan 
frigate  lying  alongside.*  Her  own  subsequent 
misfortunes  and  flights,  the  reverses  of  the  House 
of  Austria  and  of  all  her  connexions,  the  appa¬ 
rently  resistless  conquests  of  the  people  who  had 
murdered  her  sister,  the  very  humiliating  straits 
and  ditficulties  to  which  she  was  frequently  re¬ 
duced,  and  the  advance  of  age,  had  not  contri¬ 
buted  to  improve  her  temper.  In  Sicily  she  treated 
every  one  that  suggested  the  necessity  of  a  reform 
in  the  government  as  a  Jacobin  and  traitor. 
Capital  executions  could  not  wHl  be  indulged  in, 
under  the  protection  of  an  English  army  com¬ 
manded  by  humane  and  honourable  men,  who 
themselves  felt  and  frequently  represented  the  ne¬ 
cessity  of  reform  ;  but  many  were  the  individuals 
whom  she  persecuted  to  their  ruin ;  and  in  the 
year  1811  the  prisons  and  fortresses  of  the  island 
were  found  to  be  crammed  with  state  prisoners — 
w’ith  persons  for  the  most  part  arrested  merely 
because  they  were  suspects  in  the  eyes  of  the  queen 
and  of  the  party  who  nourished  her  suspicions  and 
passion  for  vengeance,  and  led  her  to  her  own  ruin 
as  fast  as  evil  counsellors  could  do  it.  Wounded 
in  her  pride  at  the  slightest  interference,  she  began 
to  complain  that  the  king  her  husband  was  not 
master  of  his  own  island,  that  the  English  encou¬ 
raged  his  disaffected  subjects,  and  filled  the  heads 
of  the  Sicilian  people  with  dangerous  ideas  of 
change  and  innovation.  It  was  noticed  that  these 
inimical  feelings  towards  her  allies  and  protectors 
became  stronger  after  the  marriage  of  Napoleon 
Bonaparte  with  her  niece,  and  that  some  French 
ladies  and  gentlemen  in  her  service — emigrant 
royalists  and  others  who  had  lived  upon  her  bounty 
and  had  followed  her  to  Sicily — were  at  the  same 
tune  elated  with  hope.  Our  officers  in  command, 
and  even  our  diplomatists,  had  the  honourable 
English  backwardness  and  awkwardness  in  the 
practices  of  secret  police  and  the  arts  of  detecting 
conspiracies;  and  it  should  appear  that  our  army  was 
actually  surrounded  by  plots  before  anything  was 
discovered,  and  that  we  were  the  last  to  know  that 
by  means  of  these  French  people  and  others  Queen 
Carolina  was  actually  carrying  on  a  correspondence 
wiih  Bonaparte.  The  queen’s  hatred  and  abhor¬ 
rence  of  France  in  its  Jacobin  state  was  much 
mitigated  in  its  present  monarchical  and  imperial 
state ;  she  knew  that  the  Man  of  Destiny  from 
Corsica  had  been  the  deadliest  enemy  of  the  Jaco¬ 
bins  and  republicans  of  all  classes,  and  had  crushed 
under  his  iron  heel  the  men  and  parties  that  had 
led  her  sister  to  the  block :  and  this  man  was  now 
by  marriage  her  nephew.  It  appears  that  Bona¬ 
parte  amused  and  deluded  Carolina  with  hopes  of 

•  See  Southey,  Life.of  Nelson  ;  and  Vincenzo  Cuoco. 
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restoring  her  husband  to  his  continental  domi¬ 
nions,  or  of  carving  him  out  a  kingdom  elsewhere, 
as  he  had  proposed  doing  to  Lord  Wentworth  and 
Lord  Lauderdale  in  the  negotiation  which  preceded 
the  rupture  of  the  peace  of  Amiens ;  that  at  one 
time  he  gave  a  verbal  promise  that  Ferdinand 
should  have  Naples  back  upon  condition  of  his 
maintaining  the  French  laws  which  had  been  esta¬ 
blished  there,  holding  his  crown  as  the  confederated 
princes  of  Germany  held  theirs,  and  driving  the 
English  out  of  Sicily  by  force  or  by  fraud,  or  by 
any  means  that  might  be  found  most  feasible. 
Such  a  project  could  be  entertained  only  by  a  per¬ 
son  far  gone  in  madness  ;  any  sane  person  must 
have  seen  that  the  Emperor  of  the  French,  who 
would  bind  himself  to  nothing  and  set  down 
nothing  in  writing,  and  who,  when  he  had  bound 
himself  in  the  most  solemn  and  explicit  manner, 
had  never  cared  for  his  engagements  when  it  was 
profitable  to  break  them,  was  aiming  at  nothing 
else  than  the  expulsion  of  the  British  army,  which 
would  enable  him  or  his  lieutenant,  Murat,  to  seize 
the  island,  or  than  the  fomenting  of  distrusts,  jea¬ 
lousies,  and  finally  an  open  quarrel  between  the 
Sicilians  and  the  English,  which  might  lead  to  the 
same  result :  yet  it  is  proved  beyond  a  doubt  that 
Carolina  was  for  a  time  deluded,  and  that  there 
existed  a  plot  for  delivering  over  the  British  army 
to  destruction. 

In  the  summer  of  1811  Lord  William  Bentinck 
arrived  at  Palermo  in  the  double  capacity  of  envoy 
extraordinary  and  commander-in-chief  ot  our 
forces.  His  lordship  came  with  a  pretty  ample 
knowledge  of  the  temper  of  the  court  and  the 
wretched  condition  of  the  country,  and  such  in¬ 
formation  as  he  yet  wanted  was  furnished  him  by 
some  of  the  Sicilian  nobility.  Several  stormy 
scenes  took  place  between  Lord  William  and  the 
queen.  She  said  the  English  government  had 
sent  her  a  hard-hearted  German  corporal,  who 
would  not  listen  to  reason  ;  she  insisted  that  she  or 
the  king  her  husband  had  the  right  to  govern  as 
they  thought  fit,  and  to  arrest  and  imprison  without 
trial  as  many  of  the  Sicilians  as  they  suspected ; 
and,  pointing  to  her  guards,  her  Sicilian  troops, 
and  her  bands  of  Calabrians,  she  vowed  she  would 
resist  force  by  force  if  the  English  attempted  to 
use  any.  Lord  William  Bentinck  immediately 
returned  to  England  to  demand  still  fuller  powers, 
and  to  press  upon  government  the  necessity  of 
taking  vigorous  and  effectual  measures.  General 
F.  Maitland  (the  same  whom  we  have  seen  em¬ 
ployed  on  the  coast  of  Spain),  being  left  with  the 
command  of  the  forces  at  this  critical  moment, 
informed  the  English  army,  in  General  Orders,  that 
Lord  William’s  sudden  departure  was  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  the  most  urgent  political  motives,  which 
highly  concerned  the  honour  of  Great  Britain  and 
the  safety  and  prosperity  of  Sicily.  In  the  same 
orders  Maitland  stated  that  four  persons  who  had 
been  imprisoned  for  holding  correspondence  with 
the  enemy  in  Calabria  were  now  set  at  liberty,  not 
because  there  wanted  sufficient  proof  against  them, 
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but  because  tlie  general  would  not  condemn  to 
death,  immediately  after  having  assumed  the  com¬ 
mand  of  the  British  army,  four  men  who  were 
arrested  by  his  predecessor,  whose  departure  had 
prevented  the  pending  sentence.  The  Orders,  how¬ 
ever,  added  that  this  act  of  clemency  would  not 
he  renewed  at  any  other  time,  General  Maitland 
being  resolved  “  to  use  his  utmost  means  to  put 
an  end  to  the  system  of  espionage  and  treachery 
which  has  been  for  so  long  a  time,  and  in  a 
manner  so  notorious,  practised  by  persons  of  evil 
intentions,  equally  enemies  of  the  Sicilian  people 
and  the  British  ; .  .  .  .  to  watch  attentively  persons 
of  this  description,  and  from  this  time  forward  to 
bring  before  a  council  of  war  those,  whoever  they 
may  be,  who  shall  be  thus  found  holding  commu¬ 
nication  with  the  enemy,  and  thus  placing  in 
danger  the  British  army  and  this  island  — “  and 
immediately,”  it  was  added,  “  the  sentence  of  that 
council  of  war  shall  be  executed.”  All  this  made 
it  sufficiently  clear  that  the  English  general  now 
believed  in  the  existence  of  an  extensive  conspiracy. 
The  fact  is,  an  active  correspondence  had  long  been 
carrying  on  between  certain  of  Ferdinand’s  officers 
and  others  residing  in  Messina,  and  Manhes,  the 
French  general  Avho  commanded  Murat’s  army  in 
Calabria.  Most,  if  not  all,  of  the  active  agents  in 
this  plot  were  not  Sicilians  but  Neapolitans,  who 
hated  the  Sicilians,  and  were  anxious  to  return  to 
their  own  country  with  promotion  in  Murat’s 
army  or  with  other  employments,  or  noth  pensions, 
for  the  important  service  in  hand.  A  fortunate 
accident  and  the  loquacity  of  a  Messinese  boatman, 
who  had  been  employed  in  carrying  packets  by 
night  across  the  Faro  or  narrow  strait  which  sepa¬ 
rates  the  island  from  the  continent,  put  an  acute 
Sicilian  on  the  track,  and  this  Sicilian  revealed  all 
he  knew  and  suspected  to  his  friends  the  English. 
It  is  said  that  he  produced  evidence  to  show  that 
the  conspirators,  as  a  beginning,  had  engaged  to 
put  Manhes  in  possession  of  the  Sicilian  flotilla  of 
gun-boats  which  lay  at  Messina,  the  Torre  del 
Faro,  and  other  parts  of  the  coast ;  to  assist  the 
French  to  cross  the  straits  when  no  British  vessels 
of  war  should  be  near,  &c.  It  was  the  Sicilian  and 
not  the  English  genius  that  suggested  the  very 
cunning  and  dramatic  counterplot  which  followed 
these  discoveries;  and  the  counterplot  could  not  be 
completed  until  a  Frenchman  was  found  to  ])lay  a 
part  in  it.  The  men  who  came  over  from  Reggio 
in  Calabria,  which  is  almost  opposite  to  Messina, 
or  from  the  rock  of  Scylla  or  other  points,  as  con¬ 
venience  served,  to  deliver  the  letters  of  General 
Manhes  to  the  cons[)irators,  were  bought  over ; 
and  instead  of  taking  the  F^renchman’s  letters  to 
their  addresses,  delivered  them  to  officers  in  our 
service.  A  fac-simile  was  made  of  every  letter 
thus  brought,  and  forwarded  to  the  cousin rators, 
the  original  letter  being  detained  as  undeniable 
evidence  whenever  the  time  fur  producing  it  should 
arrive.  Manhes,  though  long  accustomed  to  this 
sort  of  work — nearly  the  whole  of  his  military 
government  in  Calabria  depending  on  a  svstem  of 
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plots  and  counterplots,  espionage,  and  secret  police 
— did  not  proceed,  in  this  particular  matter,  with 
much  skill  or  caution.  After  writing  sundry  epis¬ 
tles  without  a  cypher,  he  at  last  wrote  to  Colonel 
Costantino  de’  Filippis,  a  Neapolitan  officer  at 
Messina,  that,  as  there  were  many  points  upon 
which  he  still  wished  to  communicate,  and  which 
could  not  be  explained  in  a  letter,  he  had  deter¬ 
mined  to  send  over  one  of  his  own  aides-de-camp 
(a  young  Frenchman),  with  whom  Colonel  de’ 
Filippis  might  freely  conclude  all  the  arrange¬ 
ments  ;  and,  in  order  to  put  the  Neapolitan  colonel 
upon  his  guard,  he  enclosed  the  si(]nalemcnt,  or 
a  complete  description  of  his  aide-de-camp’s  person 
and  features.  It  now  became  necessary  for  the 
English  general  to  find  some  one  who  should  per¬ 
sonate  this  French  aide-de-camp.  This  was  not 
very  easy  :  it  was  in  vain  to  look  among  the  British 
and  Sicilian  officers  for  a  man  that  could  speak 
French  so  as  to  pass  for  a  Frenchman;  and,  be¬ 
sides,  it  was  very  doubtful  whether  any  British 
officer  would  undertake  the  necessary  but  not  very 
honourable  work,  and  it  was  not  every  Sicilian 
officer  in  our  service  that  could  be  implicitly 
trusted.  It  was,  moreover,  indispensable  that  this 
spy  or  counterplotter  should  be  a  person  of  address, 
ability,  courage,  and  confidence,  and  also  a  stranger 
in  Messina,  and  that  he  should  bear  some  resem¬ 
blance  in  stature  and  countenance  to  the  French 
aide-de-camp  whom  Manhes  had  described.  At 
length  such  a  man  was  found  in  one  of  the  foreign 

regiments  in  our  service.  Monsieur  A - de - , 

a  subaltern  in  the  —  regiment,  which  was  doing 
garrison  duty  at  Malta,  though  educated  from  his 
childhood  in  England,  was  a  Frenchman  by  birth, 
the  son  of  a  French  emigrant  of  a  good  family. 
Having  readily  undertaken  to  personate  the  French 
aide-de-camp  now  anxiously  expected  by  the  con¬ 
spirators,  he  M’as  immediately  brought  to  Messina 
in  disguise,  kept  concealed  till  his  mustachios  had 
grown  to  the  pattern  of  his  prototype’s,  and  till  he 
received  the  instruction  necessary  to  enable  him  to 
go  through  the  difficult  part  which  he  had  to  act. 
He  was  then  secretly  carried  out  to  sea,  and  was 
landed  by  night  from  a  small  boat  on  an  open  part 
of  the  shore,  as  if  from  the  Calabrian  coast,  wear¬ 
ing  the  disguise  of  a  sailor’s  dress,  which  Manhes 
had  said  his  aide-de-camp  would  wear.  He  was 
furnished  with  such  credentials  as  the  intercepted 
materials  in  General  Maitland’s  hands  enabled  him 
to  provide,  and  he  had  the  watchwords  which  had 
been  agreed  upon  between  Manhes  and  de’  Filippis. 

IMonsieur  A - de - was  led  blindfolded  into 

the  conspirator's  den,  in  the  very  heart  of  IMessina. 
This  den  was  the  lodging  of  Colonel  de’  Filii)pis, 
and  here  the  adroit  and  strong-nerved  French¬ 
man  gained  a  comjdele  knowledge  of  everything, 
with  a  list  of  all  the  persons  in  Sicily  upon  whom 
Manhes  might  count.  There  was  matter  to  try  his 
nerves  and  his  wits  ;  he  was  in  imminent  danger 
of  being  discovered  by  a  Sicilian  who  had  been 
his  brother  officer,  but  who  bad  been  turned  out 
of  the  regiment  for  misconduct ;  and  some  of 
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the  Neapolitan  conspirators  were  personally  ac¬ 
quainted  with  Manhes’s  real  aide-de-camp.  But 
with  great  art  and  firmness,  and  an  unchanging 
countenance,  he  refused  to  see  the  Sicilian  and  the 
others  who  were  clamorous  for  admission,  alleging 
the  positive  orders  of  his  general  to  he  introduced 
only  to  a  small  and  select  number — to  men  whose 
courage  and  honour  could  be  depended  upon.  He 
was  led  away  again,  promising  the  speedy  landing 
and  assistance  of  French  and  Neapolitan  troops, 
and  hearing  the  muttered  exultations  of  the  con¬ 
spirators,  who  expected  to  have  the  English  army 
in  the  trap.  He  departed,  as  he  had  arrived,  in  dis¬ 
guise  and  by  night,  embarked  in  an  open  boat, 
])ut  out  to  the  mid  strait  as  if  making  for  Reggio, 
then,  tacking  for  another  point  of  the  Sicilian  coast, 
landed  again,  and  proceeded  with  a  strong  escort  to 
the  office  of  the  British  adjutant-general  in  Messina. 
Before  daylight  the  next  morning  the  chief  con¬ 
spirators,  or  the  principal  agents  in  the  conspiracy 
— for  there  were  higher  names  than  theirs  con¬ 
cerned  in  the  plot — were  seized  and  safely  lodged 
in  the  citadel.  They  were  fifteen  in  number,  and 
among  them  was  the  Sicilian  or  Neapolitan  town- 
major  of  Messina,  whose  office  it  was  supposed 
would  have  afforded  great  facilities  for  getting  the 
enemy  into  the  town  and  completing  a  bloody  plot. 
These  arrests  were  made  on  the  2ud  of  December, 
1811  ;  and  a  few'  days  after  (Lord  William  Ben- 
tinck  having  arrived  from  England  in  this  interval 
with  the  full  powers  he  had  demanded)  they  were 
brought  to  their  trial  before  a  court-martial  com¬ 
posed  partly  of  British  and  partly  of  native  Sicilian 
officers.  They  were  all  condemned  to  death,  and 
the  nefariousness  of  their  designs  seemed  to  leave 
little  hope  of  mercy  ;  yet  only  one  of  them  was 
e.xecuted,  the  rest  being  transported  to  the  solitary 
islands  of  Ponza,  Ventotene,  and  Favignano,  or 
sentenced  to  various  periods  of  imprisonment.  As 
soon  as  the  trial  was  over,  the  president  of  the 
court-martial,  before  the  eyes  of  the  court,  burned 

the  list  of  the  conspirators  which  Monsieur  A - 

de  - -  had  obtained,  and  which  comprised  a 

mtich  greater  number  of  names  than  Jifleen.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  trial,  evidence  came  out  of  the  participa¬ 
tion  of  Queen  Carolina  in  the  plot;  it  was  sup¬ 
pressed  from  ])rudential  motives  ;  but  we  have  been 
since  assured  by  more  than  one  person  who  knew 
all  the  facts,  and  who  either  sat  upon  the  court- 
martial  or  saw  the  letters  and  the  whole  body  of 
])ri)of,  that  this  evidence  was  clear  against  the  in¬ 
fatuated  and  vindictive  queen.* 

*  For  many  of  these  particulars  we  are  indebted  to  private  informa¬ 
tion  obLiined  in  Sicily,  at  Nai)les,  and  at  home.  (  urlo  Hotta  gives 
a  vciy  tiarljlcd  account,  and  GoUeita  does  not  deiijn  to  notice  the  ^ub- 
ject.^  Tlie  only  ralional  account  given  in  any  Ibrtdgu  work  is  in  ‘  De 
la  Sicxlc  vt  de  scs  Rnppm'ts  nvec  I'  Angleterre  d  I' Kpcqne  de  la  Constitu- 
turn  de  1812,  par  un  Meinbre  des  dijjervns  Farleinents  de  Id  Sidle,'  8vo. 
Paris,  1827.  Ami  tins  account  is  sliort  and  imperfect,  'riiough  the 
public.aiion  is  anon\m<ms,  tlie  author  is  well  kno\\  n  lie  says  (meaning 
the  queen),  “  An  illustrious  personage  was  said  to  be  imphrated.'’  He 
also  says,  “  Only  oneof  the  consiirators  was  executed."  Somt' Frencli 
writers  would  make  it  appear  that  a  holocaust  of  human  lives  was 
sacriticed  to  British  fears  and  vengeance,  and  that  the  court-martial  was 
composed  solely  of  English  otlicer.s.  This  Sicilian  writer  distinctly 
stales  that  the  court  consisted  of  Sicilian  as  well  as  English  oflieers ; 
and  his  whole  account  shows  a  remarkable  leaning  towards  mercy. 
Matihes,  whose  name  in  Galabria  is  still  synonymous  with  “  bulchei  "’ 
VOE.  IV. - GEO.  MI. 
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Several  bold  iiolitical  speculators  and  unscrupu¬ 
lous  correctors  of  abuses  and  removers  of  difficulties, 
who  would  have  created  more  than  they  removed 
(a  class  of  persons  in  which  England  has  at  no 
tune  been  wanting),  had  recommended  over  and 
over  again,  and  long  before  this  time,  that  Great 
Britain  should  take  possession  of  the  whole  island 
and  sovereignty  of  Sicily  as  her  own,  and  put  old 
Ferdinand  on  the  shelf,  providing  for  him  and  his 
court  with  a  moderate  pension,  instead  of  allowing 
them  to  waste  our  annual  subsidy  of  400,000/.  and 
the  revenue  of  the  island  in  extravagance  and  dis¬ 
sipation,  or  turn  all  the  surulus  of  that  money  in 
counteracting  our  good  policy  and  plotting  against 
j  us.  One  of  their  arguments  was  founded  on  truth  ; 

!  it  was  perfectly  true  that  the  great  body  of  the 
Sicilians  would  have  preferred  being  subjects  to 
King  George  to  being  subjects  to  King  Ferdinand; 
l)ut  where  would  have  been  our  truth,  where  our 
honour,  where  the  moral  force  -we  exercised  upon 
the  nations  of  Europe,  where  the  countenance  and 
confidence  with  which  we  set  ourselves  against 
Bonaparte’s  assaults  on  the  liberty  and  indepen¬ 
dence  of  nations  and  his  treachery  against  weak 
allies,  if  we,  following  the  line  of  conduct  recom¬ 
mended  by  these  English  politicians,  had  turned 
against  a  helpless  kimr,  who,  more  than  once,  had 
been  hurried  by  us  into  a  state  of  war  with  France, 
and  if  we  had  usurped  dominions — the  sad  rem¬ 
nant  of  all  that  was  left  of  the  once  rich  and 
nourishing  kingdom  of  the  Two  Sicilies — into 
which  we  had  been  invited  as  friends  and  protec¬ 
tors,  and  where  such  fortresses  as  existed  had  been 
put  into  our  lumds,  with  entire  confidence  on  the 
part  of  Ferdinand  that  we  would  guard  and  protect 
him, — that,  even  if  we  should  not  succeed  in  re¬ 
storing  him  to  Naples,  we  would  at  least  leave 
i  him  to  die  in  peace  in  Sicily  and  preserve  that 
island  for  his  children?  Nearly  four  years  before 
any  conspiracy  or  plotting  with  the  French  was 
discovered,  or  any  suspicion  had  been  cast  upon 
Queen  Carolina,  the  odious  recommendation  at 
■which  we  have  hinted  had  been  published  in 
English  books  and  pamphlets,  and  eulogised  in 
certain  English  reviews  and  newspapers  ;  but  the 
case  was  in  reality  not  much  altered  by  the  dis¬ 
coveries  which  had  been  made :  although  iu  his 
indolence  he  chose  to  leave  so  much  of  the  royal 
authority  to  be  exercised  by  the  queen,  Ferdinand, 
who  knew  nothing  of  the  plots  which  had  been  m 
progress,  who  prided  himself  on  being  the  stanch 

— Manhos.  wliodeluj^ed  those  two  great  provinces  with  blood  and  then 
boasted  that  he  had  traiiquillise<l  them,  on  (iuding  how  dexterously 
liis  plots  in  Sicily  had  been  counterplotted,  attemjjted  a  diabolical 
I  revenge.  Fonr  rufiiaiis  who  were  known  to  have  come  over  from 
I  (-alabria  were  well  watched  by  the  Messina  )ioliee,  and  were  at  last 
!  surprised  in  bed.  But  they  were  dressed  and  armed,  ;md  tliey  made 
a  desperate  resistance  One  was  killed  oil  the  spot,  two  were  severely 
!  wounded,  the  fourth  escaped,  but  he  was  juirsued  and  soon  taken. 
Tliey  were  convicted  as  spies,  andUsoof  them,  being  condemned,  con¬ 
fessed,  as  persons  wltose  death  was  certain  and  who  could  lio])e  for 
I  pardon  only  in  the  other  world,  that  they  liad  Ik'CD  sent  from  (’alabria 
'  by  Munbes  to  assas-.inate  an  officer  in  the  British  army.  This  deidav- 
‘  nlion  was  voluntary,  and  made  in  the  ]ire.sence  of  several  English 
;  general  officers,  one  of  the  men  repealing,  as  he  said,  the  very  words 
i  spoken  by  the  French  general  upon  giving  his  instructions.  Anotlter 
I  of  these  vufiians  had  been  engaged  to  waylay  and  murder  the  courier 
coining  from  Palermo,  in  the  hope  of  getting  Lord  M’illiam  Beutinck’s 
I  lirst  dispalciies  alter  hU  arrival  Lorn  England. 
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friend  of  tlie  English,  and  who  was  incessantly 
repeating  that  his  only  hope  was  in  them,  his  only 
chance  of  recovering  the  dominions  he  had  lost  in 
the  downfall  of  Bonaparte,  was  not,  by  any  law  of 
nations,  answerable  for  the  conduct  of  his  wife,  or 
punishable  for  her  insane  doings,  while  every 
public  act  of  government  went  in  his  name,  as  well 
as  every  treaty  of  alliance  ;  nor,  even  if  Ferdinand 
had  been  as  guilty  or  as  mad  as  Carolina,  could 
the  British  government  sit  in  judgment  upon  him 
or  award  to  themselves  the  forfeiture  of  a  kingdom 
whicli  belonged  to  him  and  his  successors,  nor 
could  any  abdication,  renunciation,  or  surrender  be 
valid  without  the  free  consent  of  the  prince  royal 
and  the  other  princes  of  his  family  both  in  the 
direct  and  collateral  branches.  Colour  it  as  we 
would,  any  seizure  that  we  might  make  must  pass 
in  the  eyes  of  Europe,  and  of  the  whole  civilised 
world,  as  an  act  inferior  in  infamy  and  treachery 
only  to  that  by  which  Bonaparte  got  his  first 
footing  in  Spain  and  kidnapped  Ferdinand’s  bro¬ 
ther  and  nephews.  Dear  was  the  price  we  paid 
for  keeping  Sicily  out  of  the  clutches  of  the  French; 
enormous  were  the  abuses  we  were  compelled  to 
witness,  and  excessive  the  provocations  we  re¬ 
ceived,  during  our  sojourn  there ;  but  better  all  this, 
and  ten  times  over,  than  the  guilt  and  opprobrium 
w’e  should  have  contracted  by  seizing  upon  the 
island  as  our  own  ! 

But,  after  all  that  had  come  to  light  in  the  course 
of  the  summer  and  autumn  of  1811,  and  on  the 
trial  of  the  Messina  conspirators.  Lord  William 
Bentinck  and  the  government  of  Mr.  Perceval, 
which  had  given  him  such  full  powers,  thought  it 
expedient  and  imperative  to  take  some  measures 
which  should  curb  the  queen  and  prevent  future 
mischief.  Tire  first  grand  blow  was  struck  by 
suspending  payment  of  the  400,000/.  subsidy. 
The  next  important  step  was  taken  by  the  Duke 
of  Orleans,  at  present  Louis  Philippe,  King  of  the 
French.  This  piince,  whose  life  and  adventures 
will  form  a  volume  far  more  extraordinary  than 
those  of  Bonaparte  himself,  after  a  long  residence 
in  England,  where  he  had  declared  himself  to  be 
in  heart  an  Englishman,  had  come  out  to  Sicily 
two  or  three  years  before  this  period,  and  had 
married  the  princess  Maria  Amalia,  second  daughter 
of  Queen  Carolina.  As  well  as  Prince  Leopold, 
that  queen’s  second  son  (he  who  was  sighing  and 
dying  for  iced  w'ater,  when  he  went  with  Sir  John 
Stuart,  in  1 809,  to  recover  possession  of  his  father’s 
continental  dominions),  the  Duke  of  Orleans  had 
put  himself  forward  as  a  proper  regent  for  the 
Spaniards  during  the  captivity  of  his  loving  cousin 
Ferdinand.  Both  these  Bourbon  princes  had  even 
gone  to  the  coast  of  Spain  to  recommend  them¬ 
selves  personally  to  the  Cortes  and  people,  but  their 
jiretensions  had  been  completely  thwarted,  not 
without  some  interference  or  recommendation  of 
the  British  government  to  that  effect.  Prince 
Leopold  was  an  easy  good-natured  young  man,  but 
more  indolent  and  careless  than  his  father,  and 
without  any  of  his  father’s  shrewdness  :  it  will  be 
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understood  that  these  objections  did  not  apply  to 
the  Duke  of  Orleans,  but  others  of  a  very  different 
and  very  serious  nature.  It  was  dreaded,  in  fact, 
that  if  Orleans  were  once  made  regent  of  Spain 
he  would  end  by  making  himself  king  of  that 
country.  In  the  recent  intrigues  and  proceedings 
in  Sicily  the  duke  is  said  to  have  acted  so  very 
cautiously,  as  to  have  been  suspected  by  both 
parties,  and  to  have  been  feared  alike  by  Lord 
William  Bentinck  and  by  the  queen.  At  the 
decisive  moment,  however,  when  the  subsidy  had 
been  stopped,  the  clever  son  of  poor  Philippe 
Egalite  sided  with  the  English,  and  joined  Ben¬ 
tinck  in  urging  Don  Francesco,  the  hereditary 
prince,  to  step  forward.  Don  Francesco,  though 
more  studious  and  better  informed,  was  not  worth 
much  more  than  Don  Leopold,  being  very  inactive, 
fat,  and  infirm,  and  of  a  very  ungainly  appearance. 
The  hereditary  prince,  however,  did  come  forward 
in  this  dilemma — no  money  from  England,  or  no 
farther  authority  in  the  hands  of  the  queen.  It 
appears  that  the  prince’s  conduct  was  secretly 
sanctioned  by  the  king,  his  father,  who  saw  the 
ruin  into  which  his  wife’s  violence  was  precipitat¬ 
ing  him,  and  who  now  did  just  what  he  repeated  in 
1820,  when  his  revolted  army  and  the  carbonari 
of  Naples  called  ujion  him  to  accept  a  constitution 
like  that  which  the  Spaniards  had  then  framed — he 
made  a  temporary  resignation  of  the  kingly  func¬ 
tions,  and  appointed  Ins  beloved  son  and  legitimate 
successor,  Don  Francesco,  his  vicar-general  of  this 
his  kingdom  of  Sicily,  yielding  and  transferring  to 
him,  with  the  ample  title  of  Alter  Ego,  the  exer¬ 
cise  of  all  the  rights,  prerogatives,  pre-eminencies, 
and  powers,  which  could  have  been  exercised  by 
himself.  A  formal  and  solemn  act  to  this  effect 
■was  published  on  January  the  16th,  1812.*  Thus 
all  power  was  supposed  to  be  taken  from  the  queen 
and  her  evil  advisers,  one  of  the  worst  of  whom 
appears  to  have  been  a  French  emigrant  named 
St.  Clair.  It  had  been  a  hard  fight,  but  at  last  the 
English  lord  had  prevailed  over  the  imperial  and 
imperious  daughter  of  Maria  Theresa.  The  ])a- 
triotic  barons  and  other  state  prisoners  were  forth¬ 
with  liberated,  and  returned  to  Palermo  amidst  the 
acclamations  of  their  countrymen,  and  loud  ex- 
]5ressions  of  gratitude  to  the  English,  their  real 
liberators.  The  command  of  the  Sicilian  troojts, 
whom  we  had  so  long  paid  for,  was  given  to  Lord 
William  Bentinck,  and  measures  were  taken  for 
rendering  the  British  and  Sicilian  forces  available 
to  the  common  cause,  and  for  reforming  the  abuses 
under  which  the  country  groaned.  But  the  evil 
genius  of  Queen  Carolina  seemed  to  brood  over  all 
these  transactions  like  a  fatality  :  the  first  use  made 
of  the  disposable  troops  was  the  ill-managed 
Anglo-Sicilian  expedition  to  the  eastern  coast  of 

*  Feritiiiancl  wag,  amt  contimicil  to  be,  even  down  to  the  nii;lit  of 
his  sudden  death,  in  1824.  one  of  tlie  heartiest,  robustesl  men  in  liis 
dominions  -,  hut  in  tlie  ];reamlile  to  tliis  act  lie  spoke  of  “  bein;t 
obliKert  tUroufih  bodily  indisposition,  and  from  the  advice  of  tlie  phy¬ 
sicians,  to  breathe  the  air  of  the  Coniilry,  and  to  withdraw  hiinsell 
from  all  serious  application.”  Srriims  (ipjilimliim  I  He  had  lieen  liRy- 
tliree  years  a  kinj;,  and  had  never  been  Known  to  apply  seriously  to 
business  lor  a  single  hour  at  a  time. 
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Spain  ;  and  the  system  of  civil  reform  and  improve¬ 
ment  for  the  long  misgoverned  island  was  run  up 
inconsiderately,  and  without  any  proper  foundation. 
Lord  W  illiam  Bentinck,  with  most  of  his  English 
and  several  of  his  Sicilian  advisers,  deemed  that 
the  proper  remedy  for  all  evils  would  be  the 
?nakinrj  a  constitution  as  nearly  as  possible  like 
that  ot  England,  Avhich  had  not  been  made,  but 
which  had  grown  as  it  were  of  itself  through  six 
centuries  of  time.  Like  Naples,  Sicily  had  once 
had  a  sort  of  aristocratic  constitution  or  feudal 
compact,  whereby  the  power  of  the  crown  w'as  cir¬ 
cumscribed,  the  rights  of  the  barons  were  gua¬ 
ranteed,  and  the  amount  of  subsidies  reejuired  by 
the  sovereign  was  left  to  be  voted  by  the  barons, 
lay  and  spiritual,  w'ho  themselves  arranged  the 
quota  which  each  -was  to  pay,  or  which  every  town 
or  commune  was  to  furnish.  But  the  only  real 
guarantee  lay  in  the  sword  and  spear  of  the  feudal 
aristocracy,  and,  in  proportion  as  the  military  power 
of  the  barons  decayed,  this  feudal  constitution  de¬ 
cayed  also;  and,  as  there  was  not  a  rapid  rise  and 
increase  of  the  wealth  and  ])ower  of  the  commons, 
as  in  England,  as  no  tiers  etat  was  created,  there 
was  no  body  of  the  people  to  grasp  a  portion  of 
the  power  which  the  barons  forfeited,  and  which 
w'as  thus  all  absorbed  by  the  crown.  This  w'as  the 
case  in  France,  and  in  nearly  all  the  countries  in 
Europe,  and  thus  it  was  that  a  strong  oligarchy 
was  almost  everywhere  followed  by  absolute  mo¬ 
narchy  and  the  despotism  of  one.  In  Sicily,  in¬ 
deed,  the  feudal  rights  and  immunities,  which 
pressed  heavily  on  the  people,  had  been  less  affected 
than  in  Naples,  even  as  that  kingdom  was  when 
the  French  took  possession  of  it,  but  their  political 
power  was  almost  extinct,  and  the  aristocracy 
rarely  met  as  a  deliberative  body,  and  never,  cor¬ 
rectly  speaking,  as  a  legislature.  Of  late  years  the 
Sicilian  nobles  had  indeed  met  in  what  was  by 
courtesy  called  a  parlamenlo,  or  parliament ;  but 
this  body,  in  realitjq  possessed  little  more  political 
power  or  influence  than  the  Sedili.  of  Naples,  under 
the  tyrannical,  oppressive,  extortionate  government 
of  the  Siianish  viceroys,  when  the  two  kingdoms, 
to  their  incalculable  detriment,  were  provinces  of 
Spain,  and  when  the  nobility  and  gentry  were 
never  called  together  except  to  vote  and  apportion 
subsidies,  the  amount  of  which  was  fixed  before¬ 
hand  by  the  court  of  Madrid  or  by  the  resident 
viceroy.  Unluckily,  in  laying  down  sword  and 
spear,  the  Sicilian  barons  had  not  taken  up  books  ; 
with  a  very  few  exceptions  (w'e  believe  they  might 
be  counted  on  the  fingers  of  one  hand),  they  were 
wofully  illiterate  and  ignorant.  Natural  good 
parts  and  shrewdness  they  had — for  the  compli¬ 
ment  which  the  witty  Marchese  di  Caraccioli  ])aid 
to  Naples,  his  own  country,  may,  with  at  least 
equal  justice,  be  applied  to  Sicily — “  Fools  are  not 
born  under  these  skies and  they  had  also  a  sort 
of  unreasoning  patriotism  or  instinctive  love  of 
country,  with  spirit  and  courage,  when  once  ex¬ 
cited.  But  the  great  majority  of  them  were  prone 
to  intrigue  and  cabal,  fierce  in  their  jealousies 


against  one  another,  extravagant,  in  debt,  and  con¬ 
sequently  ever  greedy  for  money,  and  not  over- 
scrupulous  as  to  the  means  of  obtaining  it.  Of 
civilization  they  knew  little,  except  its  vices : 
Palermo,  side  by  side  with  the  greatest  dissipation, 
luxury,  and  splendour,  exhibited  some  of  the  worst 
features  of  semi-harbarism.  Through  this  prevail¬ 
ing  extravagance  it  was  almost  as  difficult  to  find 
a  nobleman  out  of  debt,  as  to  find  a  well-informed 
nobleman  ;  the  revenues  of  a  few',  but  only  a  very 
few,  families  were  enormous,  but  it  was  precisely 
these  families  that  were  deepest  in  debt.  Many 
other  families  had  nothing  else  left  to  boast  of  but 
ancient  names  or  titles,  and  little  to  live  upon  be¬ 
yond  what  they  might  obtain  from  the  court;  and 
not  a  few  w'ere  novi  homines,  who  not  only  had 
little  or  nothing  to  support  their  rank,  but  actually 
no  hereditary  or  any  other  legitimate  right  to  the 
titles  they  bore.  The  number  of  these  titolati  may 
be  conceived  when  it  is  understood  that  every  man 
who  would  have  figured  in  England  as  a  squire,  or 
a  country  gentleman,  was  in  Sicily  a  baron,  count, 
marquis,  duke,  or  prince.*  It  was,  therefore,  im¬ 
possible  to  choose  a  peerage  merely  by  titles,  and 
equally  impossible  to  make  a  selection  without 
creating  jealousies  and  rabid  animosities. 

Resolving  to  follow  the  British  constitution  as 
nearly  as  he  thought  it  possible.  Lord  William 
Bentinck,  hoping  to  secure  authority  to  the  king 
and  liberty  to  the  people,  separated  the  legislative, 
executive,  and  judicial  powers;  vesting  the  first 
in  a  parliament  of  two  houses  composed  of  Lords 
and  Commons,  the  second  in  the  king  and  his 
responsible  ministers,  the  last  in  irremovable,  in¬ 
dependent  judges.  His  constitution  set  due  limits 
to  the  royal  prerogative,  by  not  permitting  the 
sovereign  to  take  cognizance  of  bills  in  progress, 
or  to  interfere  in  any  way  either  with  the  freedom 
of  debate,  or  the  freedom  of  election  for  the  Com¬ 
mons.  The  peerage,  as  with  us,  was  to  be  here¬ 
ditary  ;  and,  in  order  to  render  it  respectable,  titles 
were  to  be  revised  and  made  inalienable  and 
strictly  hereditary  ;  and  no  person  w'as  to  be  ele¬ 
vated  to  the  peerage  that  was  not  already  in  pos¬ 
session  of  a  fief  to  which  a  title  had  belonged,  and 
of  an  annual  income  of  6000  oiicie,  or  about 
3000/.  sterling  at  the  least.  With  respect  to  the 
commons  the  qualifications  of  members  for  coun¬ 
ties  or  districts  (into  twenty-three  of  -which  Sicily 
was  divided)  were  fixed  at  300  oncie  per  annum  ; 
and  of  members  for  towns  at  half  that  sum;  an 
exception  being  made  in  favour  of  professors  of 
universities,  whose  learning  was  to  be  accepted  in 
lieu  of  property.  The  elective  franchise  or  privi¬ 
lege  of  voting  -was  limited  to  such  as  possessed 
property  to  the  annual  amount  of  18  oncie,  or 
9/.  sterling ;  but  some  exceptions  were  made  in 
favour  of  such  as  were  in  life  possession  of  a  public 
office  or  were  masters  of  guilds  or  corporations. 

•  Tliis  abuse  of  tillos  of  }<orjour,  the  immunity  of  usurping  tiiom, 
and  llu*  facility  with  which  they  Mere  given,  luul  been  'iicouraged  by 
the  Spanish  «*overnmeut  in  order  to  weaken  au<i  discredit  the  olil  aris- 
toev.iey.  'riuTc  NNjis  (ujc  Spanish  \>ceio\  of  Naples  that  was  said  to 
have  given  three  hundred  titles  in  three  mouths  ! 
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Unless  it  were  considered  that  the  fewer  the  num¬ 
ber  of  members  of  eitlier  house  the  better  (and 
this,  perhaps,  would  not  have  been  an  unreason¬ 
able  principle,  at  least  at  the  lieginning  of  the 
experiment),  all  these  qualifications  should  appear 
to  have  been  fixed  rather  too  high.  There  were 
scarcely  a  dozen  nobles  who,  together  with  the 
other  requisites,  possessed  a  clear  unincumbered 
income  ot  3000/.,  and  few,  very  few,  were  the 
commons  or  the  untitled  that  possessed  150/.  per 
annum.  Unfortunately,  too,  tlie  majority  of  the 
most  ancient  and  noble  families  who  had  been 
}>an,  or  peers,  under  the  Norman,  Angevin,  and 
Aragonese  dynasties,  were  sunk  into  poverty.  But 
the  pride  of  these  men  remained,  and  so  to  a  very 
considerable  degree  did  the  popular  reverence  for 
ancient  names  and  lineages  ;  and  these  feelings 
could  not  but  be  outraged  by  the  distinctions,  with 
regard  to  money,  which  were  adopted  in  this  con¬ 
stitution,  and  by  seeing  comparatively  new  men 
placed  over  the  heads  of  the  old,  on  account  of  the 
accidental  possession  of  a  larger  revenue.  The  right 
of  originating  every  tax  was,  after  the  modern  prac¬ 
tice  in  England,  left  to  the  Commons  ;  but  this 
was  very  distasteful  to  the  nobles,  who  had  been 
accustomed  to  vote  the  subsidies  and  who  hitherto 
enjoyed  an  exemption  from  manv  taxes.  Perhaps 
one  little  incident  will  perfectly  explain  what 
was  to  1)6  expected  from  this  Sicilian  House  of 
Peers.  They  were,  as  we  have  said,  nearly  all 
in  debt;  they  had  acquired  some  vague  idea  of 
the  law'  which  exempts  a  British  member  of 
either  House  of  parliament  from  personal  arrest ; 
but,  not  quite  understanding  this  arrangement, 
or  thinking  it  might  be  improved,  almost  the 
first  thing  they  did,  when  they  assembled  as  a 
branch  ot  the  legislature,  was  to  prop'ose  a  law  that 
no  Sicilian  peer  should  in  any  way  be  pursued  for 
his  debts  !*  But  the  least  promising  circumstance 
of  all  was  the  total  ignorance  and  indifference  of 
the  great  body  of  the  Sicilian  people  as  to  this  or 
any  other  form  of  government.  At  first — like 
their  neighbours  the  Neayiolitans  a  few  years  later — 
they  thought  that  Costituzione  meant  “  no  taxes 
ami  cheayier  bread,”  and  that  it  must  therefore  be 
a  fine  thing  ;  but,  when  they  found  that  they  must 
])ay  taxes  as  before,  their  feeling  for  it  was  rather 
worse  than  indifference.  Such,  however,  as  it 
was,  or  such  as  the  unpromising  circumstances  of 
the  country  were,  this  Sicilian  constitution  was 
drawn  up  and  sworn  to  in  the  course  of  1812,  and 
it  came  into  operation  early  in  1813. 

It  is  a  sad  dilemma: — if  jreojile  are  left  to 
groan  and  degenerate  under  a  despotism  and  in  a 
state  of  ignorance,  they  can  hardly  fit  themselves 
for  the  condition  of  free  subjects  ;  and,  if  they  are 
suddenly,  by  adventitious  circumstances  and  tin 
c.xtraneous  force,  raised  to  the  condition  of  free¬ 
men,  without  enlightenment,  without  exyierience, 
they  are  sure  to  abuse  and  eventually  to  lose  the 

•  I  his,  liowfner,  was  no  more  lliini  tlio  (rlaiin  roriiHTly  nmintaiiK'd 
hv  hi.tli  flousc'i  of  onr  o\\  n  juul  nut  eulirriy  aiiandoiii'd 

lill  Ml. III.*  Ncara  ullor  tin.*  ucccbsitm  of  (;eur;;f  111.  See  I'ict.  Hist,  of 
Jitj;;.  iv.  GG7. 
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advantages  which  they  had  not  obtained  for  them¬ 
selves,  but  which  had  been  conferred  upon  them. 
A  wise  and  generous  tutorage  on  the  part  of  Eng¬ 
land,  and  a  determination  to  support  the  e.xpcri- 
ment  by  those  who  had  the  power  to  srqiport  it, 
and  a  series  of  years  of  trial  and  experience,  might, 
with  so  clever  a  people,  have  removed  all  difficul¬ 
ties,  and  have  established  a  system  truly  beneficial 
to  the  beautiful  country.  But  our  tutorage  and 
support  w'ere  withdrawn  within  little  more  than 
two  years  ;  no  adequate  security  was  taken,  or  j)ro- 
bably  could  have  been  taken,  against  the  despotic 
inclinations  of  the  Bourbon  princes,  and  as  soon 
as  we  had  restored  them  to  their  continental  domi¬ 
nions,  and  had  withdrawn  our  army  from  Sicily 
(King  Ferdinand  having  resumed  the  sovereign 
authority,  which  he  had  only  delegated  for  a  time 
to  liis  son  Francesco),  l..ord  William  Bentinck's 
Sicilian  constitution  was  put  down  and  extin¬ 
guished  for  ever  by  a  decree  published  in  the  court 
newspaper — a  decree  which  wanted  not  only  the 
graces  of  rhetoric,  but  the  common  proprieties  of 
grammar.* 

Queen  Carolina  could  not  cease  from  troubling 
and  be  at  rest.  Tlie  whole  plan  of  this  constitution 
was  odious  to  her:  it  revived  in  her  darkened 
mind  the  maddening  recollections  of  the  French 
revolution  and  the  fate  of  her  sister,  and  she  was 
constantly  muttering  to  herself  that  she  felt  the 
edge  of  the  guillotine-knife  over  her  own  neck. 
The  king,  afier  making  over  his  authority  to  the 
hereditary  prince,  retired  to  a  delightful  country- 
house  a  few  miles  from  Palermo,  and  amused 
himself  as  before  with  shooting,  fishing,  and  plant¬ 
ing  trees.  The  queen  would  have  remained  in  the 
capital,  but,  being  detected  in  fresh  intrigues,  and 
having  more  than  once  nearly  succeeded  in  ex¬ 
citing  a  jiopular  commotion  against  the  English 
and  their  adherents,  she  was  requested  to  retire  to 
Castel-Vetrano,  an  old  hill- town  in  the  interior  of 
the  island.  But,  instead  of  being  quiet,  she  be¬ 
came  more  dangerous  here  than  she  had  been  in 
Palermo,  collecting  around  her  lawless  or  fanatic 
bands,  raising  a  cry  against  English  heresy — a  cry 
not  without  danger  among  so  superstitious  a  people, 
—  and  still  corresponding,  or  being  shrewdly  sus¬ 
pected  of  corresponding,  with  the  French  and 
others  in  Calabria  and  at  Naples.  At  last  it  was 
determined  to  send  her  out  of  the  island  altogether 
and  convey  her  to  Vienna.  There  was  no  diffi¬ 
culty  in  obtaining  the  concurrence  of  the  old  king 
or  his  son  the  prince  regent,  or  vicar-general ;  but 
long  and  arduous  was  the  task  to  induce  her  to  go 
quietly. t  Finally,  however,  in  the  beginning  of 

•  Ciiornale  di-lle  Hue  SiciHe. 

•f*  After  many  other  persons  had  failed,  this  diflicuU  and  delicate 
task  was  under'iaken.  at  Lord  William  Ileutinek's  earne.st  reiine-t,  hy 
tin*  late  (reneral  Sir  Uobert  Mac  Farlanc,  who  was  tor  a  considerahh* 
lime  second  in  ct)nimand  in  Sicily.  It  nas  m.t  very  willingly  lhat  tlie 
yeneral  went  upon  the  mis>ion.  which  niu.>t  inevitaldy  Ik*  atti*nded 
with  painful  scenes  and  cireumsiauces  :  luit  he  had  enjoyed  mure  than 
any  liiitish  ofiicer  tlu-n  on  the  island  the  fihuuUhip  both  of  thr  kiu}; 
and  ijueeii,  and  it  waN  thon|'hl  that  lie  was  tlie  only  j.eV'on  that  had 
a  eliance  of  succeedin’;  in  the  business. 

(bi  a])pri'achin<;  Iho  place  of  ('aroUna's  rclirenjent  or  n  le'ration, 
tlie  t^‘’neral  left  his  escort  of  draj;()ons  behind  him  at  a  villajce  and 
proceeded  to  Castcl-VctiMUO,  attended  unly  by  an  aide  de  camp  and 
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the  summer  of  1813,  the  queen  with  her  favourite 
son  Don  Leopold  and  a  small  retinue  embarked  on 
board  an  English  man-of-war,  and  lelt  Sicily  for 
ever.  To  reach  Vienna  was  no  easy  matter,  and, 
by  a  direct  route,  an  impossibility.  At  first  she 

an  orderly.  Tlie  old  feudal  castle  which  the  queen  occupied  stood 
behind  the  town  on  the  top  of  asleep  hill,  partially  covered  with  trees 
and  dense  thickets  of  myrtle.  As  they  rode  up  the  spur  of  the  hill, 
the  aide  de  camp  cried  out,  General,  see !  There  have  been  bivouac 
lives  herd  There  are  certainly  troops  hereabout.”  The  general 
looked,  and  saw  right  and  left  of  the  rough  road  or  path  ashes  and 
smouldering  embers  in  several  separate  heaps — a  pretty  sure  indica¬ 
tion  that  some  persons  had  been  bivouacking  among  the  trees.  The 
sight  was  unpleasant,  and  that  which  presently  followed  was  more  so. 
About  a  dozen  ruHianly-looking  fellows,  whose  numbers  soon  increased 
to  two  or  three  scoie,  showed  their  high  sugar-loaf  hats,  their  grim 
countenances,  and  their  lotig-barreiled  muskets  across  the  narrow  road 
and  alcove  the  hedges  on  either  side  of  it;  aud  two  or  three  of  them 
even  levelled  their  muskets,  with  terrible  oaths  that  the  English  had 
no  bnsiuess  ihere,  aud  that  they  should  not  get  at  the  (pieen.  It  was 
easy  for  a  practised  eye  to  discovi'r  that  these  men  were  a  mixture  of 
Siciliatj  and  Calabrian  pavtizans,  fellows  capable  of  any  daring  ex¬ 
tremity  when  excited  by  loyalty  or  by  fanaticism.  It  required  pre¬ 
sence  of  mind,  address,  and  good  arguments  to  pacify  tlieni  and  win 
a  way  through  them ;  but  iti  this  the  general  and  his  aide-de-camp 
succeeded,  chiefly  through  telling  them  that  they  were  Qiieen  Caro¬ 
lina's  friends  and  were  carrying  an  order  for  money  to  her.  The 
general  found  fresh  obstacles  at  the  gates  of  the  castle,  but  the  queen 
upon  hearing  his  name  ordered  that  he  should  be  admitted.  The  old 
castle  W’as  half  in  ruins,  the  servants  within  seemed  half-starved, 
everything  wore  the  appearance  of  poverty,  misery,  and  dejection. 
Hut  the  proud  daughter  of  Maria  Theresa  rallied  her  spirits  and  re¬ 
ceived  her  Kngli.sh  visitor  with  state  and  dignity.  She  asked  him  what 
brought  liim  to  that  barbarous  place — said  it  could  hardly  be  to  offer 
any  new  outrage,  as  in  that  cas!e  the  British  government  would  have 
chosen  a  different  and  less  honotirable  agent.  When  the  general  cau¬ 
tiously  and  reluctantly  opened  his  commission  she  flew  into  a  towering 
fury,  and  spoke  loud  and  rapidly  until  her  breath  and  strength  were 
exhausted.  She  accused  Lord  William  Heiitinck  of  provoking  an 
unnatural  family  war,  of  setting  up  the  son  against  the  father,  of 
driving  the  wife  from  the  husband,  of  usurping  the  sovereignty  of 
Sicily,  of  treating  the  king  like  a  child,  and  herself  like  a  common 
criminal.  ‘‘  Is  it  for  this,”  said  she,  **  that  I  have  escaped  the  Jacobiu 
guilloline,  and  plots,  conspiracies,  and  treasons  at  Naples?  ^  Is  it  for 
this  that  I  helped  your  Nelson  to  conquer  at  the  Nile  ?  Is  it  for  this 
that  I  brought  your  army  into  this  island?  General!  Is  this  vour 
English  good  faith  ?  Est-ce  que  e'est  cela  vatre  loyautii  Anqlaisef  ’ 

When  the  storm  had  spent  itself  in  its  own  fury,  and  when  the 
general  with  all  possible  delicacy  made  use  of  arguments  to  show  that 
she  would  now  be  nuich  happier  among  her  own  family  at  \  iennathan 
slie  could  hope  to  be  in  Sicily  ;  that  nothing  but  mischief  could  come 
of  her  attemptiug  to  stay,  she  rushed  out  of  tlie  room,  screaming^ratlier 
than  saying,  “  I  will  never  go!  Never!  I  am  queen  here!”  The 
general  then  addressed  himself  to  some  of  the  few  courtiers  and  dames 
of  honour  who  had  followed  her  to  this  Palmos,  and  particularly 

to  the  Neapolitan  Priucipessa  di . .  who  had  adhered  to  her  in  all 

her  changes  of  fortune,  and  who  was  devotedly  attached  to  her  without 
])artaking  in  any  of  her  insane  notions.  He  told  them,  with  much  less 
ceremony  than  he  had  told  her  majesty,  that  the  queen  must  go, — that 
the  king  aud  her  son,  the  heredi  ary  prince,  both  wished  it, — that 
there  was  in  all  parties  an  anxious  desire  to  show  respect  1o  her  ma¬ 
jesty,  but  that  nothing  could  change  their  resolution,  and  that  any 
attempt  at  re.dstance  could  occiision  only  a  scandalous  scene,  with  the 
loss.  ]»erhaps,  of  a  few  lives.  Hut  the  argument  of  the  most  weight 
was  this :  treneral  Mac  Farlane  assured  them  that,  if  her  majesty 
would  but  consent  to  go  quietly,  there  was  ready  for  her  a  good  supply 
of  hard  Spanish  dollars,  which  would  enable  her  to  pay,  in  part,  her 
private  debts  and  the  arrears  of  her  household,  and  that  more  money 
would  be  furnished  as  soon  as  her  majesty  embarked.  The  poor 
courtiers,  who  hud  scarcely  seen  a  dollar  for  months,  and  who  had 
scarcely  bread  to  eat,  were  soothed  and  charmed  by  this  perspective, 

and  the  Priiicii)essa  di . felt  the  cogency  of  the  other  arguments. 

They  withdrew  to  make  their  representations  and  prayers  to  Carolina. 
In  the  evening  the  queen  saw  the  general  again;  and  then,  with  a 
solemn  protest  that  she  yielded  only  to  force  and  her  desire  to  avoid 
blooilshed,  she  consented  to  quit  the  island.  Hut  in  settling  the 
arrangements  for  her  departure  she  started  other  difficulties,  and  de¬ 
clared  more  than  once,  in  an  agony  of  p'assion,  that  she  would  not  be 
transported  thus  from  the  dominions  of  her  husband,— that,  if  Lord 
M’illiam  Hentinck  would  remove  her,  he  must  first  kill  her  and  her  tew 
but  brave  defenders.  All  this,  however,  was  but  the  last  flash  of  the 
thuuder-cloiul.  Before  the  geueial  left  her,  his  temper,  and  kind¬ 
ness,  ami  respect,  the  representations  of  ail  those  about  her,  aud  her 
own  conviction  iliat  resistance  was  indeed  hopeless,  induced  lier  to 
give  both  a  verbal  and  written  consent  to  depart  immeoiately,  or  as 
soon  as  a  I’ritish  man-of-war  should  be  ready  to  receive  U'T  with  her 
sou  Leopold  and  suite.  The  Sicilian  and  Calabrian  ])artizans  ''ho 
mounted  her  red  cockade,  aud  the  old  motto  ot  “  J  iva  la  Santa  Fedey 
wept  like  cliildren  upon  being  told  that  the  queen  was  going  to  leave 

('arolin  v’s  agitaled  life  w  is  closed  by  an  uneasy  death.  To  the 

Hvincipes-a  di . .  who  was  with  her  iu  her  last  <lays  at  Vicmia. 

aud  continued  her  attendance  to  Iut  la.st  moment,  she  said  that  she 
w a.^  troubled  bv  \i''ions  of  the  past  aud  bs  loud  'oices  speaking  to 
her  inker  sleep;  ilial  she  hoard,  all  night  long,  many  angry  voices 
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proceeded  to  Sardinia,  where  she  found  a  court 
poorer,  but  honester,  than  the  one  she  had  had  at 
Palermo.  From  Sardinia  she  proceeded  to  Zante, 
and  then  an  English  frigate  conveyed  her,  her  son, 
and  suite  to  Constantinople,  whence  they  travelled, 
in  a  very  roundabout,  fatiguing  way,  to  the  capital 
of  the  Austrian  empire.  Carolina  died  at  Vienna 
in  September,  1814,  when  the  husband  of  her 
niece  was  an  exile  in  the  island  of  Elba,  but 
several  months  before  the  restoration  of  her  hus¬ 
band  and  family  to  Naples. 

In  the  course  of  the  year  1812  one  of  the  seas 
which  bathe  the  coasts  of  the  Italian  peninsula 
witnessed  a  remarkable  naval  combat,  and  one  very 
honourable  to  the  native  courage  of  Italian  seamen. 
Great  efforts  had  been  made  by  Bonaparte  and  his 
Italian  government  to  render  Venice  an  important 
naval  depot.  Many  small  vessels  of  war  had  been 
built  there  by  Venetian  workmen,  and  on  the  6th 
of  September,  1810,  a  fine  '74-gun  ship,  the 
‘  Rivoli,’  was  launched  at  the  arsenal  of  Mala- 
mocca,  about  five  miles  from  the  city  of  Venice. 
A  picked  crew,  mostly  Italians  and  Dalmatians, 
and  several  Venetian  officers  of  tried  skill  and 
courage,  were  put  on  board  this  ship,  but  the  cap¬ 
tain  was  a  Frenchman.  The  ‘  Rivoli’  put  to  sea 
for  the  first  time  in  February,  1812,  hut  it  was 
only  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  English.  On 
the  21st,  only  two  or  three  days  after  leaving  port, 
she  was  descried  by  Captain  John  Talbot,  of  the 
‘  Victorious,’  *74,  who  was  accompanied  by  the 
18-gun  brig  ‘Weazle,’  Captain  J.  W.  Andrew. 
The  ‘  Rivoli  ’  on  her  side  was  accompanied  by  two 
16-gun  brigs,  one  8-gun  brig,  and  two  gund^oats, 
and  the  hVench  commodore  was  carrying  sail  and 
steering  in  line  of  battle  for  the  port  of  Pola  in 
Istria.  The  ‘  Victorious’  and  the  ‘  Weazle  ’  were 
presently  under  all  sail  in  chase,  and  soon  began  to 
gain  upon  the  enemy’s  squadron.  It  was,  however, 
between  the  night  and  morning  of  the  22nd  before 
the  action  began.  The  ‘  Weazle  ’  overtook  one  of 
the  16-gun  brigs,  and  engaged  her  within  half¬ 
pistol-shot  distance  for  about  twenty  minutes.  Then 
the  second  of  the  16-gun  brigs  closed  upon  the 
‘Weazle;’  but.  Captain  Andrew  continuing  his  close 
and  well-directed  fire  upon  the  first  brig,  she  took 
fire  and  blew  up.  The  ‘  Weazle  ’  immediately  put 
out  boats  to  save  the  lives  of  her  brave  foes,  but, 
owing  to  the  darkness,  she  succeeded  iu  saving 
only  three  men,  and  those  three  sadly  wounded  and 
bruised.  After  this  catastrophe  the  two  other  brigs 
made  off,  and  soon  disappeared.  As  day  broke, 
however,  the ‘Weazle,’  having  repaired  her  much- 
damaged  rigging,  and  given  pursuit,  regained  sight 
of  the  two  "brigs,  aud  renewed  the  chase,  aiding 
herself  with  sweeps  on  account  of  the  lightness  of 
the  breeze.  In  the  meanwhile,  the  ‘  Victorious,’  '74, 
arriving  within  half- pistol-shot,  had  opened  her 

i-alUng  upon  her  to  follow ;  and  that,  even  by  daylight,  sh«  s.aw  many 
liauds"liuckoning  through  tho  curtains  of  lier  hed,  wliile  invisibiu 
voices  wdiispcrcd ‘‘ Hist  1  itisU  Carolin.'i,  liist !’  .  , 

Wiliiiu  lilty  ilays  after  receiving  intelligeiiee  of  Iic.r  dealli  the  king 
her  linshaiid  satislied  his  own  coiiseieuce  and  tile  conseienee  ola  mis- 
tress  (ti)c  widow  of  a  SieiUau  nolileman)  l)\  going  Ihrongli  the  eere- 
raouy  and  compromise  of  what  is  called  a  lelt-lianded  marriage. 
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starboard  guns  upon  the  ‘  Rivoli,’  who  returned 
the  fire  from  her  larboard  broadside,  hut  kept  her 
sail  up  and  stood  away  for  shore,  making  for  the 
Gulf  of  Trieste.  But  Talbot  kept  close  to  his  foe, 
and  a  furious  engagement  ensued  between  the  two 
line-of-battle  ships,  interrupted  only  when  the  fog 
or  the  smoke,  for  a  few  minutes  at  a  time,  hid 
them  from  each  other’s  view.  Early  in  the  action 
Captain  Talbot  received  a  contusion  from  a  splinter, 
which  nearly  deprived  him  of  his  sight.  The 
command  of  the  ship  devolved  upon  Lieutenant 
Thomas  Ladd  Peake,  who  emulated  the  conduct 
and  bravery  of  his  wounded  chief.  After  three 
hours’  close  fighting,  the  ‘  Rivoli  ’  had  become  un¬ 
manageable,  and  could  make  use  of  only  two  quarter¬ 
deck  guns.  Lieutenant  Peake,  by  signal,  now 
recalled  the  ‘  Weazle’  from  her  pursuit  of  the  two 
brigs,  in  order  to  have  her  assistance,  in  case  either 
of  the  Ids  should  get  aground,  for  the  ‘Victorious’ 
herself  w'as  in  a  disabled  state,  and  both  ships  were 
getting  into  shallow  water,  and  close  to  the  shore. 
The  ‘  Weazle’  coming  up  stood  across  the  bows 
of  the  ‘  Rivoli,’  poured  in  her  broadside  when 
within  musket-shot  distance,  weared  or  tacked  as 
necessary,  and  twice  repeated  this  fire  ;  the  ‘  Vic¬ 
torious  ’  all  the  while  maintaining  her  cannonade. 
About  half  an  hour  after  the  ‘  Weazle  ’  had  come 
up,  the  ‘  Victorious  ’  shot  away  the  ‘  Rivoli’s  ’ 
mizen-mast ;  and  in  another  quarter  of  an  hour 
the  ‘  Rivoli  ’  fired  a  lee  gun,  and  hailed  the  ‘  Vic¬ 
torious  ’  that  she  had  struck.  It  was  long  since 
any  ship  under  French  colours  had  fought  so  well ; 
the  battle  between  the  two  74s  had  lasted  nearly 
four  hours  and  a  half,  and  all  the  time  at  the 
closest  quarters  :  out  of  a  crew  of  about  850  men 
tlie  ‘  Rivoli  ’  lost  400  in  killed  and  wounded,  in¬ 
cluding  her  second  captain  and  nearly  all  her 
officers  ;  in  addition  to  her  mizen-mast  being  shot 
away,  her  fore  and  main  masts  were  so  badly 
wounded  that  they  fell  over  her  sides  a  few  days 
after  the  action,  and  her  hull  was  dreadfully  shat¬ 
tered.  The  ‘  Victorious  ’  counted  27  killed  and 
99  wounded ;  her  rigging  was  cut  to  pieces,  her 
gaff  and  spanker-boom  shot  away,  her  three  top¬ 
masts  and  main-mast  badly  wounded,  her  boats 
all  destroyed,  except  a  small  punt,  and  her  hull 
struck  in  several  places.  The  little  ‘  Weazle  ’  had 
the  extraordinary  good  fortune  not  to  have  a  man 
hurt.* 

In  this  same  sea  (the  narrow  and  difficult  Adri¬ 
atic),  and  in  the  Ionian  and  the  Tyrrhenian  seas, 
there  were  many  gallant  in-shore  affairs,  attacks 
upon  convoys,  gun-boats,  French  batteries,  &c. ; 
and  Lissa,  the  scene  of  Captain  Hoste’s  exploit  in 
1811,  witnessed  another  severe  action  between 
three  English  frigates,  and  three  French  frigates, 
that  were  accompanied  by  other  craft,  the  result 
being  the  capture  of  a  French  44-gun  frigate  and 
of  a  2G-gun  vessel,  fitted  out  as  a  store  ship.  Nor 
were  there  w'anting  affairs  of  light  squadrons  and 
single  ships  in  other  parts  of  the  world,  on  the 
French  and  Spanish  coasts  in  the  Mediterranean, 

•  James.  Naval  Hi.t.— Caiitain  Talboi’s  Dispalch,  in  Gazette. 


on  the  coast  of  Norway  in  the  Northern  Ocean, 
and — in  another  hemisphere — on  the  coasts  both 
of  North  and  South  America,  and  among  the 
islands  which  stud  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  and  the 
Caribbean  Seas ;  and  all  the  while  incessant  opera¬ 
tions  were  carrying  on  by  fleets  and  squadrons  in 
the  East  Indies  and  among  the  great  islands  of  the 
Indian  Ocean.  Everywhere  victory  was  steady  to 
our  flag,  save  only  in  our  new  contest  with  the 
United  States  of  America,  in  which,  through  a 
deplorable  mismanagement  of  means,  some  dirt 
was  thrown  upon  our  national  standard.  To  this 
American  war  we  must  now  direct  our  attention. 

Ever  since  their  fortunate  issue  from  a  struggle 
(their  war  of  independence)  which  had  long  seemed 
so  hopeless,  and  which  was  in  fact  nearly  as  hope¬ 
less  as  ever,  when  the  government  of  Lord  North, 
dismayed  by  Lord  Cornw'allis’s  surrender,  and 
still  more  by  the  strong  array  of  the  British  op¬ 
position,  consented  to  negotiate  and  to  give  them 
all  they  asked,  our  American  brethren  had  showm 
a  confidence,  a  vanity  and  presumption,  very  dis¬ 
tasteful  to  all  Englishmen  wdio  loved  their  country, 
and  very  irritating  to  all  of  them  who  did  not 
despise  the  display.  If  there  was  a  brotherhood 
between  us,  it  had  become  a  brotherhood  of  Cain. 
Our  descendants,  whose  population  was  constantly 
fed  by  fresh  emigrants  and  adventurers  from  the 
mother  country,  and  whose  wastes  were  partially 
filled  and  tilled  by  these  emigrants, — the  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  who  had  no  language,  no 
literature,  no  venerable  tradition,  no  fame  as  a 
people,  except  such  as  they  inherited  from  Old 
England,  and  shared  with  Englishmen,  persisted  in 
the  rancorous  hatred  which  had  accompanied  the 
war,  were  the  first  and  foremost  to  traduce  the 
name  of  England,  to  libel  the  genial  cradle  from 
which  they  sprung,  to  heap  abuse  not  only  upon 
our  national  policy  and  form  of  government,  but 
generally  upon  our  national  character.  The  French 
Jacobins  themselves  did  not  speak  more  con¬ 
temptuously  of  us  as  an  enslaved  king-ridden  and 
priest-ridden  peo})le,than  did  theseAnglo-American 
republicans ;  nor  did  Bonaparte  himself  ever 
throw  more  disgusting  personalities  into  a  public 
and  a  national  quarrel.  These  feelings  of  animo¬ 
sity,  which  ought  not  to  have  been  expected  from 
the  party  which  had  been  successful  in  the  contest, 
could  not  fail  of  provoking  an  angry  and  unwhole¬ 
some  reci])rocity  from  some  portions  of  the  English 
people;  but  we  have  the  facts  confessed,  and  pub¬ 
licly  avowed  by  more  than  one  of  the  leaders  of  the 
American  revolution,  who  came  over  to  this  coun¬ 
try  after  the  peace  of  1783,  to  negotiate  treaties  of 
commerce,  &c.,  that  the  British  government  was 
desirous  and  anxious  to  throw  a  veil  over  the  past ; 
that,  so  far  from  wishing  to  recover  the  dominions 
it  had  lost,  our  government,  together  with  the  great 
majority  of  the  nation,  were  of  opinion  that  those 
dominions  ought  not  to  be  accejitcd  even  if  tlic 
Americans  were  disposed  to  make  a  voluntary 
surrender  of  them,  or  to  return  to  their  ancient 
allegiance;  that  henceforward  the  two  countries 


Chap.  I.] 

would  do  best  apart ;  that  by  establishing  relations 
of  amity,  trade,  and  commerce,  there  might  be  a 
mutual  interchange  of  advantages  ;  that  the  most 
earnest  desire  of  England  was  to  preserve  peace, 
and  to  give  conciliation  a  fair  trial.* 

While  this  was  the  feeling  of  successive  British 
ministries  and  of  the  great  majority  of  the 
nation,  there  was  a  minority  of  the  people  of  Eng¬ 
land,  comprising  most  of  the  Whig  opposition,  who 
professed  to  rejoice  that  the  Americans  had  suc¬ 
ceeded,  and  that  we  had  been  humbled  and  de¬ 
feated  in  their  revolutionary  war;  who  made  them¬ 
selves  on  all  occasions  the  panegyrists  of  the 
tyro-republicans  and  their  newly-created  institu¬ 
tions,  and  who  kept  pointing  to  the  meteor  which 
had  risen  in  the  western  world  as  to  a  glorious 
luminary  which  must  shed  beneficent  light  and 
warmth  upon  all  the  countries  of  the  globe,  and 
eventually  count  many  of  those  countries  as  its 
satellites,  or  as  imitative  bodies  revolving  round  it 
and  copying  its  bright  example.  Civil  and  reli¬ 
gious  liberty,  according  to  this  minority,  had  fled 
from  all  the  antiquated  countries  of  Europe,  and 
was  fatt  flying  from  the  shores  of  Britain,  to  seek 
a  shelter  beyond  the  western  waves,  and  to  find  a 
home  among  the  primeval  forests  of  North  Ame¬ 
rica.  For  many  years  the  United  States  were,  to 
the  busiest  and  most  emphatic  of  our  writers,  more 
than  an  Atlantis  or  a  Utopia.  Even  men  of  less 
ardent  fancies  and  of  less  revolutionary  tendencies 
were  interested  in  watching  the  working  and  result 
of  the  greatest  political  experiment  made  in  modern 
times,  and  wished  that  the  American  system  of 
republicanism  should  be  allowed  a  fair  trial.  The 
reaction  came  afterwards — long  afterwards — but 
from  about  the  year  1780  to  1790,  when  the  pro¬ 
gress  of  the  French  revolution  distracted  and  then 
absorbed  attention,  all  the  countries  of  Europe 
joined  in  fostering  the  self-conceit  of  the  Anglo- 
Americans.  Little  was  heard  but  praises,  more 
or  less  extravagant,  of  transatlantic  virtue,  straight- 
forivardness,  and  simplicily.  The  French  made 
an  apotheosis  for  Franklin  even  while  he  was 
living  in  the  flesh  among  them,  and  frequenting 
their  petits  soupers,  and  their  soirees,  literary, 
scientific,  political,  and  fashionable,  in  his  plain 
bob-wig  and  shoes  without  buckles.  A  saying 
often  used  by  Bonaparte  at  a  later  period  might 
liave  been  reversed  at  this  time — Cette  jeune 
A  merique  m'ennuie  ! 

The  citizens  of  the  United  States  paid  the 
French  back  in  admiration  and  praises  when  they 
overset  the  kingly  government  and  built  up  a 
republic  on  a  foundation  of  blood  and  dirt.  Feasts 
were  given  in  the  States  to  commemorate  the  exe¬ 
cution  of  Louis  XVL,  who  had  been  their  bene- 
fiictor,  and  who  had  hurried  on  his  own  destruction 
by  interfering  in  their  quarrel,  and  by  sending 
his  subjects  to  study  in  their  school.  It  was,  how¬ 
ever,  not  unnatural  that  a  republic  should  sympa¬ 
thise  with  a  republic,  or  that  the  American  repub- 

*  This,  and  a  good  deal  more,  is  admitted  by  John  Jay  in  his  Cor¬ 
respondence  from  England  with  General  Washington. 
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licans  should  seek  to  draw  more  closely  the  ties  of 
friendship  wuth  the  French  when  in  their  republi- 
canized  condition  :  but  what  seemed  to  be  less  in 
the  nature  of  things  w'as  their  transferring  their 
affection  and  reverence  from  the  overthrown  French 
experimentalists  to  Napoleon  Bonaparte,  who  had 
cut  up  that  republic  and  trampled  upon  many 
others,  who  railed  against  all  republican  forms 
of  government  as  selfish,  corrupt,  slavish,  and 
anarchic.  There  was,  however,  such  a  transfer¬ 
ence  of  affection,  nor  does  it  appear  to  us  the  less 
strange  from  its  having  had  a  parallel  among  the 
ultra-liberal  Whigs  and  sucking  republicans  of  our 
own  country.  In  their  newspapers  and  books  the 
Americans  ran  into  ecstasies  at  every  victory  ob¬ 
tained  by  Bonaparte ;  and  in  those  swarming  popu¬ 
lar  conventicles  where  preachers  most  preached 
through  the  nose  and  most  interfered  with,  or 
pretended  to  interpret,  the  mysterious  ways  of 
Providence,  the  great  Corsican  soldier  and  con¬ 
queror  was  almost  invariably  represented  as  the 
Man  of  Destiny,  appointed  to  humble  the  pride  of 
kings  and  scalter  their  armed  hosts,  to  regenerate 
the  nations  of  the  old  world,  and  especially  to 
humble  the  monarchy  and  aristocracy  of  Great 
Britain,  and  deprive  her  of  the  sovereignty  of  the 
seas  and  of  every  other  pre-eminence.  Words  and 
texts  of  Scripture  were  applied  to  the  new  Darius 
or  new  Alexander ;  prophecies  were  twisted  and 
tortured  to  make  them  fit  Napoleon  Bonaparte 
and  the  actual  condition  of  mankind.  Opposed  to 
this  French  party,  which  wmuld  be  French,  let 
what  changes  there  might  take  place  in  France, 
there  w'as  what  was  called  the  English  party,  who 
would  have  retained  as  much  as  was  possible  of 
the  institutions  and  spirit  of  the  mother  country, 
and  have  looked  to  England  as  the  best  and  most 
natural  connexion  ;  who  detested  the  French  revo¬ 
lution  in  nearly  all  its  phases,  and  w’ho  considered 
Bonaparte  as  the  oppressor  of  Europe,  the  sworn 
foe  of  liberty,  the  most  remorseless  conqueror,  and 
the  most  insatiate,  that  the  modern  world  had 
seen  ;  but  this  English  party,  which  consisted 
solely  of  the  superior  classes,  the  wealthier  or  those 
most  respectable  from  birth  and  education,  was 
never  very  strong,  and,  after  the  retirement  of 
Washington  from  the  presidency  in  1796,  it  w'as 
overshadowed  and  oppressed  by  the  French  party, 
and  could  seldom  make  its  calm  reasoning  voice 
heard  in  the  loud  roar  of  the  illimitable  democracy, 
and  the  perennial  tempest  kept  up  by  incessant 
elections  and  universal  suffrage.  Washington 
himself,  who  had  vainly  attempted  to  set  some 
limits  to  democracy,  w’as  compelled  to  confess, 
with  many  a  sigh,  that  he  could  not  conceive  that 
America  could  exist  long  as  a  nation  without 
having  lodged  somewhere  a  coercive  or  restrictive 
power  which  should  pervade  the  whole  Union; 
that  congresses  alone  would  never  do;  that,  when 
once  the  spirit  of  revolution  and  change  begins  to 
act  among  a  people,  it  is  impossible  to  say  where 
it  w'ill  stop ;  that  those  men  who  had  made  the 
American  constitution  and  formed  the  confedera- 
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tion  had  probably  had  too  good  an  opinion  of 
human  nature. 

The  United  States  had  submitted  to  numerous 
insults  both  from  republican  and  from  imperial 
Fiance,  if  not  without  murmurs,  yet  without  any 
very  spirited  retaliation.  Their  French  sym¬ 
pathies  and  predilections  made  them  shrink  from 
the  horrors  of  war  whenever  France  was  con¬ 
cerned  ;  it  was  only  a  war  against  England,  the 
country  of  their  forefathers,  that  was  reconcilable 
to  the  delicacy  of  their  conscience.  The  Girondists 
and  Jacobins  successively  attempted  to  bully  them 
into  an  alliance  offensive  and  defensive  with 
France  ;  and,  but  for  the  wisdom  and  moderation 
of  Washington  and  his  party,  who  succeeded  in 
carrying  the  resolution  that  America  w'ould  remain 
neutral  in  that  almost  universal  war,  the  stripes 
and  stars  would  have  been  found  in  alliance  with 
the  bonnet  rouge.  Some  of  the  federated  states 
seemed  determined  not  to  be  bound  by  this  decla¬ 
ration,  and  not  to  be  prevented  by  any  act  of  the 
central  government  from  sympathising  with  the 
French  republicans.  When  the  Jacobin  Genet 
arrived  as  ambassador  of  the  Republique  Franijaise 
he  was  received  by  the  people  with  the  most  ex¬ 
travagant  transports  of  joy.  Before  proceeding  to 
the  seat  of  the  central  government,*  Genet  settled 
himself  for  a  time  at  Charleston,  in  South  Carolina,  a 
port  whose  contiguity  to  the  West  Indies  would  give 
it  peculiar  convenience  as  a  resort  for  privateers 
against  the  English  trade,  and  serve  as  an  excel- 

•  Even  when  he  went  to  the  seat  of  government,  before  hU  inlro- 
duciion  to  the  president  and  government  to  which  he  was  acert  dited, 
Genet  received  and  answered  several  addresses  from  the  political  so¬ 
cieties  and  private  citizens  of  Philadelphia!  This  was  contiaiy  to 
all  rules  of  diplomacy — contrary  not  only  to  etiquette,  but  to  decency ; 
an  outrageous  insult  to  the  president  of  the  repuhhe.  Hut,  as  well 
in  the  original  appointment  as  in  all  the  subsequent  proceedings  of 
this  ame  perdue  of  Jacobinism,  all  the  rules  observed  by  civilised  na¬ 
tions  in  their  diplomatic  intercourse  were  set  at  defiance.  His  ap¬ 
pointment  was  never  notified  or  announced  to  the  resident  Amerie.m 
aml)as.sador  at  Pariy,  nor  was  a  syllable  ever  mentioned  to  that  Ame¬ 
rican  functionary  either  of  M.  Genets  mission  or  of  his  (‘rraiul. 
This  irregularity,  coupled  with  the  more  fiagraut  irregmlarilics  vhich 
preceded  his  introduction  to  tlie  president,  would  fully  have  justified 
Washington  in  refusing  to  receive  him  or  to  look  at  his  credentials. 
Gouverneur  Morris,  who  felt  the  slight  put  upon  him.  said  in  a  letter 
to  Washington,  “  Perhaps  this  ministry  think  it  is  a  trait  of  rei'Uh- 
licanism  to  omit  those  forms  which  were  anciently  used  to  express 
good-will.’'  This  was  the  fact,  and  Genet  afterwards  took  care  to 
elucidate  it  practically  in  the  States  In  his  correspondence  with  the 
Aiuerican  secretary  of  state  he  is  continually  urging  that  all  cere¬ 
monies  must  be  dispensed  with  as  unworthy  of  two  republican 
nations;  and  that  a  new  species  of  diplomacy  mu^t  lie  formed  more 
consistent  with  republican  virtue,  simplicity,  and  dignity.  “Let  us 
not,”  he  writes  to  .lefiersou,  “  lower  ourselves  to  the  level  of  ancient 
polities  by  diplomatic  subtleties.”  And  whenever  .lelTerson  quoted 
Vatel,  or  spoke  of  the  opinions  of  the  pre.sident  and  executive,  the 
Frenchman  threatened  him  witli  an  appeal  to  the  plain  good  sense 
and  magnanimity  of  the  American  peniple. 

(h'uverneur  Morris  tells  us  sornetliing  about  the  preceding  history 
of  this  very  promising  young  diplomatist.  M.  (tenet  was  a  friend  of 
citizen  Thomas  Paine.  He  was  brother  to  (^ucen  Marie  Antoinette’s 
first  woman,  and  hence  liis  fiirtuue  and  rise  in  the  world  originaled. 
Tlirough  tlie  queen’s  influence  he  had  been  appointed  chargi  d  uj^hircs 
at  Petersburg.  During  the  earlier  stages  of  the  revolution  in  France, 
while  M.  Montmoriij  held  tlie  portfolio  of  foreign  alTairs,  he  (juar- 
relied  with  mid  insulted  t!.at  minister,  and  w rote  {letulant  and  Muy 
r«‘volulionary  dispatches,  which  were  left  unanswered  and  unopened 
at  Paris.  Ihis  hurl  tlie  young  m.in’s  pride,  and  made  him  still  more 
revolutionary.  Hut,  ns  succe.ss  was  yet  doubtful,  he  held  to  tlie  belief 
that,  it  (he  royal  jiarty  should  ])ri*vail,  his  sister  would  easily  make 
fair  weather  for  liim  at  court.  When,  however,  the  doubt  was  over, 
and  the  monarchy  was  overturnetl,  his  letters  and  di-patehes  to 
Montmoriu  were  so  many  credentials  in  his  favour  to  the  new  repub¬ 
lican  government,  ami  their  dearth  of  men  opened  lii.s  way  to  what¬ 
ever  lie  might  wLsh  in  diplomacy. 

He  hail  tlie  more  means  of  being  dangerous  in  /Xmericn  hv  working 
upon  that  turbulent  democracy,  as  he  both  spoke  ami  wrote  the  English 
language  witli  great  readiness. 
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lent  basis  for  a  system  of  operations  which  he  bad 
brought  out  with  him.  He  was  received  by  the 
governor  of  that  state  and  by  its  citizens  with  an 
enthusiasm  which  went  to  dissipate  every  doubt 
he  might  have  previously  entertained  concerning 
the  disposition  ot  the  Americans.  He  was  allowed 
to  fit  out  and  arm  vessels  in  that  port,  to  enlist 
men,  and  give  commissions  and  letters  of  marque 
to  cruize  and  commit  hostilities  on  Great  Britain 
and  her  allies,  i.  e.  on  nations  with  whom  the 
United  States  were  at  peace.  The  captures  made 
by  these  cruizers  were  brought  into  Charleston 
port  and  into  some  other  ports,  and  the  French 
consuls  or  commercial  agents  assumed,  under  the 
authority  of  their  ambassador  M.  Genet,  to  hold 
courts  of  admiralty  on  them,  to  try  them,  condemn 
them,  and  authorise  their  sale.* 

On  reaching  Philadelphia  Genet  received  enthu¬ 
siastic  addresses  of  congratulation  from  particular 
political  societies,  and  from  the  citizens  as  -a  body, 
who  expressed  a  positive  conviction  that  the  safety 
of  the  United  States  must  depend  upon  the  firm  esta¬ 
blishment  of  the  French  republic  and  its  triumph 
over  the  nations  of  Europe.  In  the  meanwhile 
Mr.  Hammond,  the  resident  British  minister,  com¬ 
plained  to  the  American  executive  of  the  strange 
l)roceedings  permitted  at  Charleston, j"  The  prizes 
so  unwarrantably  made  being  within  the  power  of 
the  American  government,  Mr.  Hammond,  among 
other  things,  demanded  from  that  government  the 
immediate  restitution  of  them.  The  American 
cabinet  agreed,  unanimously,  that  Genet,  by  his 
unprecedented  conduct  at  Charleston,  had  infringed 

*  Judge  Marshal,  Life  of  George  Washington,  second  edition,  Phi¬ 
ladelphia,  1H32. 

t  Still  further  ground  was  given  for  these  complaints  by  the  com¬ 
mission  of  actual  liostilities  w  ithin  the  territory  of  the  (Jm'ted  States. 
An  English  merchant-vessel  which  had  been  cleared  out  from  Phila¬ 
delphia  was  captured  by  a  French  Irigate  w  itliin  the  capes  of  the  De¬ 
laware. —  Id.  id. 

(Jotiveriieur  Morris,  the  American  ambassador  at  Paris,  wrote  to  his 
friends  at  home — “  I  am  informed,  in  a  way  that  urecludes doubt,  that 
the  cxecutiAe  council  here  {those  pure  vioralists  ine  Girondists  u'lre  fa 
power  at  this  time)  sent  out  by  M.  Genet  three  hundred  blank  commis¬ 
sions  for  privateers,  to  he  given  clandestinely  to  such  persons  as  he 
might  liud  in  America  inclined  to  take  them.  They  supptise  that  the 
avidity  of  some  adventurers  may  lead  tlumi  into  measures  wliich  would 
involve  altercations  with  Great  Hi  itain,  and  terminate  finally  in  a  war 
This  ajipears  to  me,  waiving  all  question  of  hmesty,  no  very  s<mnd 
measiite.  politically  speaking,  since  they  may,  as  a  nation',  derive 
gi'catvr  advantages  from  our  ntu^-ality  than  from  our  alliance, 

"  Hut,  whatever  light  it  may  he  \iewed  in  iis  to  the  French,  it  is,  in 
respect  to  us,  a  detestable  project !" 

This  honest  reptiblican  recommended  that  such  piivateering  adven¬ 
turers  sliould  be  treated  as  pirates  ;  that  all  American  citizens  should 
he  prevented  from  engaging  in  a  predatory  war  contrary  to  the  wishes 
of  their  government ;  that  the  president  should  by  proclamation  enjoin 
the  observance  of  a  strict  neutrality,  declaring  that  all  those  si-amen 
who  cunt^a^eued  it  should  be  at  the  mercy  of  the  party  by  whom  they 
might  he  taken,  and  not  entitled  to  the  protection  of  the  Cnited  State.s. 
“  As,”  sa.d  lie,  “  there  is  nothing  more  destiuctive  to  morals  than  the 
spirit  of  gambling,  especially  when  murder  is  placed  among  tlie  inetins 
of  gaining  the  ]iroj)erty  of  others,  aiul  as  tlie  security  and  hapiuness  of 
tlie  United  States  depend  so  essentially  on  the  morn'ls  of  tlieir  citizen.s, 

I  feel  a  more  than  usual  suliciiude  tu  pivvetil  a  practice  incon.sixteiit 
with  all  good  principles.” — Letter  to  Thomas  Pinehney,  dated  March 
the  2nd,  17y3,  in  lAje  of  Gouverneur  jSLjiris,  Iw  Jared  i>parhs ;  Jloston 
1832. 

Moiris  iiarticulaily  reque.4ed  Pinckney  to  communicate  this  letter 
to  tlie  secretary-of-state  (Jefierson)  as  soon  as  mi^ht  be. 

Morris  was  not  tlu*  man  to  agree  with  tlie  rabid  democracy  of  Jif- 
fersou.  'Phey  diiVereil  in  toto  in  their  views  of  llie  Frencli  revolution. 
It  should  seem  tliat  private  coldness  and  alienation  inllueiiced  J«*fier. 
son’s  pulilh-  conduct  in  this  respect,  for  in  the  private  letter  above 
(piotetl  we  find  Morris  (ambassador  at  Paris,  and  much  perplexed  by 
ilu‘  Parisian  madness)  com])lainiMg  that  he  lias  no  news  from  Ainericu, 
&(*.  “Our  secrefiry-of-stale,’  he  says,  “  seems  mucli  Httach<‘d  to 
brevily,  and  rcmimls  me  of  an  a.xiom  of  hispretlecessor,  that  least  said 
is  sooiie  t  mended.” 
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the  law  of  nations;  that,  the  jurisdiction  of  every 
independent  nation  within  the  limits  of  its  own  ter¬ 
ritory  being  of  a  nature  to  exclude  the  exercise  of 
any  authority  therein  by  a  foreign  power,  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  which  the  British  minister  complained 
were  usurpations  of  national  sovereignty  and  viola¬ 
tions  of  neutral  rights,  the  repetition  of  which  it 
was  the  duty  of  the  American  government  to  pre¬ 
vent.  But,  upon  the  question  of  restitution — or 
whether  the  United  States  were  or  were  not  bound 
to  give  back  the  English  ships  which  had  been  cap¬ 
tured,  carried  into  Charleston,  and  there  condemned 
by  Genet’s  consuls,  and  bought  by  American  sub¬ 
jects — there  was  a  great  difference  of  opinion  in 
the  cabinet ;  the  secretary  of  state  and  attorney- 
general  contending  that  the  vessels  which  had  been 
captured  on  the  high  seas,  and  brought  into  the 
United  States,  by  privateers  fitted  out  and  commis¬ 
sioned  in  their  ports,  ought  not  to  be  restored ;  and 
the  secretaries  of  the  treasury  and  of  war  being  of 
opinion  that  in  honour  and  justice,  by  every  inter¬ 
national  law  and  by  every  law  that  regulated  neu¬ 
trality,  the  States  ought  to  make  restitution.  Wash¬ 
ington,  who  was  at  this  time  president,  took  time 
to  deliberate  on  the  point  upon  which  the  cabi¬ 
net  was  divided:  he  could  not  have  a  doubt 
himself  as  an  honest  man  that  every  part  of  the 
precious  system  set  up  by  Genet  at  Charleston  was 
illegal,  or  that  immediate  restitution  ought  be  made ; 
but  his  authority  was  very  limited,  and  he  appears 
to  have  shrunk  from  taking  upon  himself  the 
responsibility  of  a  measure  which  must  have  been 
very  unpopular,  seeing  that  most  of  the  captors,  as 
well  as  all  the  purchasers  of  the  English  ships  and 
goods  were  native  Americans — free  citizens  of  the 
moral,  model  republic.  Washington,  however,  lost 
no  time  in  communicating  to  the  French  ambas¬ 
sador  the  unanimous  sentiment  of  the  cabinet  with 
respect  to  his  usurpation  of  national  sovereignty  and 
violation  of  neutral  rights.  The  citizen  Genet  was 
furious  at  this  decision :  he  assailed  the  president, 
the  executive  and  the  whole  central  government  in 
very  intemperate  and  unmannerly  language,  quoting 
the  treaties  of  former  days  by  which  America  was 
connected  with  France,  claiming  for  his  own  coun¬ 
try  all  that  the  two  nations  were  restricted  from 
conceding  to  other  countries,  thus  converting  nega¬ 
tive  limitations  into  an  affirmative  grant  of  privi¬ 
leges  to  France,  and,  in  short,  insisting  that  the 
Frencli  republicans  might  do  as  they  chose  in  the 
seaports  of  America.  Without  resenting  the  inde¬ 
corum  of  his  language,  Washington  replied  to  Genet 
that  the  subject  had  been  reconsidered  by  the  exe¬ 
cutive,  but  that  no  cause  was  perceived  for  changing 
the  opinions  which  had  been  adopted  ;  and  to  this 
was  added  that,  in  the  opinion  of  the  president,  the 
United  States  owxd  it  to  themselves,  and  to  the 
nations  in  their  friendship,  to  expect,  as  a  repara¬ 
tion  for  the  offence  of  infringing  their  sovereignty, 
that  the  privateers  thus  illegally  equipped  would 
dejiart  from  their  ports.  Upon  this,  citizen  Genet 
committed  one  of  the  greatest  of  outrages — an  out¬ 
rage  not  the  less  monstrous  from  the  frequency  of 
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1  its  practice  under  all  the  revolutionary  governments 
of  France,  from  Brissot  and  Robespierre  down  to 
Barras  and  Bonaparte — he  appealed  from  the  pre¬ 
sident  and  executive  of  the  United  States  to  con¬ 
gress,  and  the  sense  of  the  American  subjects,  most 
insolently  and  indecently  stating  that  Washington 
and  the  cabinet  were  proposing  measures  and  infrac¬ 
tions  of  treaties,  which  no  power  in  the  nation  had 
a  right  to  enforce,  unless  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States  in  congress  assembled  should  determine 
that  their  solemn  engagements  were  not  binding. 
Never  had  Washington,  when  a  colonel  of  colo¬ 
nial  militia,  and  member  of  a  provincial  assem¬ 
bly,  suffered  an  insult  half  so  bad  as  this  from 
any  British  governor  or  other  servant  of  the  Bri¬ 
tish  government.  But  he  was  obliged  to  digest 
the  affront  as  best  he  could,  for  the  American 
democracy  were  all  labouring  under  a  Gallo¬ 
mania.  Brother  Jonathan  too  expected  to  drive  a 
very  profitable  trade  by  privateering  or  buccaneer¬ 
ing  among  the  West  India  islands,  with  which  he 
was  so  well  acquainted,  under  the  tricolor  flag  or 
France.  By  what  appeared  the  majority  Genet 
was  exhorted  not  to  relax  in  his  endeavours  to 
maintain  his  Charlestown  system  of  privateering 
— or,  as  they  delicately  phrased  it,  to  “  maintain 
the  just  rights  of  the  French  republic;”  and 
he  w'as  assured,  by  newspapers  and  by  political 
societies,  that  he  would  find  a  firm  and  certain 
support  in  the  warm  affections  of  the  American 
people.  It  was  loudly  and  more  loudly  proclaimed, 
through  the  medium  of  these  journals,  and  in  these 
political  clubs — and  journals  and  clubs  seemed  to 
be  assuming  in  America,  as  well  as  in  France,  the 
whole  power  of  government — that  the  French  people 
had  rendered  services  to  the  free  citizens  of  the 
States  which  ought  never  to  be  forgotten ;  that  the 
slavish  English,  working  for  fools  and  tyrants,  had 
inflicted  injuries  which  ought  never  to  be  forgiven ; 
that  there  was  a  natural  hostility  between  mo¬ 
narchies  and  republics ;  that  the  European  coa¬ 
lition  of  kings  against  France  was  a  combination 
against  liberty  in  every  part  of  the  world,  and  that 
the  destinies  of  America  were  inseparably  linked 
with  those  of  the  young  and  vigorous  French  re¬ 
public. 

Notwithstanding  bis  too  great  anxiety  in  that 
particular,  it  may  be  questioned  whether  King 
George  III.  was  ever  half  so  much  disquieted  by 
corresponding  societies  and  political  clubs  as  was 
citizen-president  George  Washington.  In  America 
their  name  was  Legion,  and  they  took  a  still  more 
wonderful  growth  and  increase  under  the  benign 
influence  of  M.  Genet  and  the  indoctrinated  French 
Jacobins  he  brought  with  him.  It  was  the  voice 
of  these  societies  that  first  encouraged  Genet  to 
persevere  in  his  projects  and  to  treat  with  con¬ 
tempt  the  aged  president  of  the  United  States, 
the  father  and  champion  of  that  American  liberty. 
They  fraternised  with  him  and  he  with  them. 
They  gave  civic  festivals  to  him  and  the  gentlemen 
of  his  legation,  who  were  all  so  many  propa¬ 
gandists  ;  and  at  these  festivals  the  tricolor  flag 
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was  entwined  lovingly  with  the  stripes  and  stars, 
the  blood-red  worsted  nightcap — the  well-suiting 
symbol  of  French  liberty,  equality,  and  fraternity — 
was  passed  from  head  to  head,  the  Marseillese 
hymn  was  sung  and  the  Qa  Ira,  confusion  was 
drunk  to  all  kings  and  crowned  heads ;  and  other 
toasts  and  sentiments,  for  which  we  may  refer  the 
reader  to  our  account  of  the  Parisian  Jacobins, 
were  repeated  at  New  York,  Philadelphia,  and 
other  cities  of  the  Union.  Some  of  these  societies 
laid  a  claim  to  the  national  gratitude  and  reverence, 
from  having  led  the  way  in  the  revolution  and  the 
war  of  independence ;  and  others  had  risen  since, 
not  to  curb  the  kingly  tyranny,  which  was  no  more, 
but  to  watch,  report  upon,  and  dictate  to  the  native 
republican  government.  At  one  time  a  society,  call¬ 
ing  itself  the  German  Republican  Society,  seemed  to 
be  as  perfect  an  instrument  as  could  be  desired  for 
the  production  of  faction,  discontent,  and  confusion ; 
but  it  afterwards  appeared  that  the  Americans  had 
something  to  learn  in  this  way  from  the  great 
anarchs  of  the  world.  As  if  to  complete  this  edu¬ 
cation,  soon  after  the  arrival  of  citizen  Genet,  a 
democratic  society,  on  the  model  of  the  Jacobin 
club  in  Paris,  was  formed  in  Philadelphia.  The 
double  system  of  correspondence  and  affiliation 
was  engrafted  upon  this  Philadelphian  Jacobin 
club.  They  had  not  to  seek  for  motives  to  assign 
for  their  association,  nor  had  they  to  seek  for 
phrases  and  logic  ;  they  had  nothing  to  do  but  to 
translate  from  the  French.  Hence  their  mattifestos, 
resolutions,  and  by-laws  were  but  a  repetition  in 
another  language  of  what  had  been  said  and  done 
by  the  Societe  Mere ;  hence  they  professed  to  be 
bound  together  by  a  generous  hatred  of  all  tyranny, 
inequality,  pomp,  and  power,  save  only  the  power 
of  the  people,  by  the  love  of  virtue  and  liberty,  and 
by  an  ardent  thirst  after  knowledge  and  political 
wisdom.  Faithful  to  their  real  founder.  Genet, 
these  Jacobin  societies  continued  to  be,  as  long  as 
they  existed,  the  resolute  champions  of  all  the 
encroachments  attempted  by  the  French  on  the 
government  of  the  United  States,  and  the  steady 
defamers  of  the  views  and  measures  of  the  Ame¬ 
rican  executive.* 

In  pursuance  of  the  determination  formed  by  the 
American  cabinet  to  stop  the  Charlestown  proceed¬ 
ings  and  prosecute  such  persons  as  offended  the 
laws  in  that  respect,  two  citizen-sailors  of  the 
United  States,  who  had  been  engaged  by  Genet  in 
Charlestown  to  cruize  and  privateer  in  the  service 
of  France,  were  arrested  by  the  civil  magistrate. 
The  Jacobin  ambassador  immediately  demanded 
the  liberation  of  these  men,  citizens  Gideon  Hen- 
field  and  John  Singletary,  whom  he  described  as 
“  two  officers  in  the  service  O'f  the  republic  of 
France,  arrested  on  board  a  privateer  of  the  French 
republic.”  “  The  crime,”  said  he,  “  laid  to  their 
charge — a  crime  which  my  mind  cannot  conceive, 
and  which  my  pen  almost  refuses  to  state, — is  the 
serving  of  France,  and  defending,  with  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  France,  the  common  glorious  cause  of 

•  Judge  Marahall,  Life  of  Wasbingtou. 
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liberty  !  .  ,  .  .  They  have  acquired,  hy  the  sen¬ 
timents  animating  them,  and  by  the  act  of  their 
engaging  in  the  privateer  service,  anterior  to  any 
act  or  law  to  the  contrary,  t/ie  right  of  French 
citizens,  if  they  have  lost  that  of  American  citi¬ 
zens.”  At  subsequent  periods  the  American  go¬ 
vernment  carried  out  this  Jacobin  practice  with 
regard  to  English  seamen,  and  deserters  and  other 
English  subjects  who  entered  their  service  were 
declared  to  be  American  citizens,  and  were  em¬ 
ployed  against  their  own  king  and  country ;  and 
they  attempted  to  justify  and  to  establish  Genet’s 
principle,  that  a  man  by  taking  service  under  a 
foreign  flag  became  the  subject  of  that  state,  and 
was,  by  the  act,  freed  from  his  allegiance  to  his 
native  country  :  but  at  present,  and  with  its  direct 
application  to  their  own  people.  Genet’s  doctrine 
was  very  unpalatable  to  the  American  executive. 
The  executive  refused  to  liberate  the  two  Charles¬ 
town  adventurers,  but,  instead  of  resenting  conduct 
which  no  government  can  bear  without  incurring 
contempt — instead  of  applying  to  the  French  go¬ 
vernment  for  the  recall  of  this  firebrand  of  an 
ambassador,  or  turning  Genet  at  once  out  of  the 
States — they  wrote  to  him  a  very  mild,  if  not 
humble,  letter.  And  still  the  American  press 
hallooed  with  the  Jacobin  diplomatist.  Was  it 
natural,  was  it  a  thing  to  be  borne,  that  Americau 
citizens  should  be  prevented  from  assisting  French 
citizens,  their  friends  and  allies,  who  were  fighting 
for  republicanism  and  the  rights  of  man?  What 
was  the  meaning  of  this  neutrality  which  the  aris¬ 
tocratic  executive  had  proclaimed?  Was  there  to 
be  no  difference  made  between  friends  and  foes, 
between  monarchists  and  republicans  ?  Was  nei¬ 
ther  gratitude  nor  resentment  to  constitute  a  fea¬ 
ture  of  the  American  character?  Were  the  free 
people  of  America  to  be  alike  friendly  to  repub¬ 
licanism  and  to  monarchy,  to  liberty  like  the 
French  and  to  despotism  like  the  English? 

Pleading  private  business  of  a  very  particular 
kind,  Washington  retired  for  a  time,  qnd  in  very 
evident  vexation,  to  his  estate  at  Mount  Vernon. 
While  he  was  there  another  strange  transaction 
took  place  within  the  capes  of  the  Delaware ;  the 
‘  Little  Sarah,’  another  English  merchantman 
which  had  been  captured  by  a  French  frigate,  was 
carried  up  to  Philadelphia;  there  she  was  com¬ 
pletely  equipped  as  a  privateer,  was  Frenchified 
and  Jacobinised  by  the  name  of  ‘  Le  Petit  Demo¬ 
crat,’  and  was  just  about  to  sail  on  a  cruise,  with 
American  seamen  on  board,  when  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury  communicated  the  facts  to  the  secre¬ 
taries  of  state  and  of  war,  who  forthwith  ordered 
Governor  Mifflin  to  stop  the  vessel  and  institute 
an  inquiry.  Dreading  to  give  offence  to  the  repre¬ 
sentative  of  the  sovereign  people  of  France,  the 
governor  of  Philadelphia — the  Athens  of  Quakers — 
entreated  M.  Genet  to  relieve  him  from  the  painful 
necessity  of  employing  force,  by  detaining  the  said 
‘  Little  Democrat’  in  port,  until  the  arrival  of  Pre¬ 
sident  Washington,  w  ho  was  coming  down  from 
Mount  Vernon  and  would  soon  be  on  the  spot. 
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Genet,  who  felt  his  strength  and  the  weakness  of 
the  American  executive,  who  knew  the  manner  of 
men  he  was  dealing  with,  and  who  w-as  emboldened 
by  their  spiritless  submission  to  many  previous 
insults,  flew  into  a  transport  of  rage,  browbeat 
Governor  Mifiliu’s  secretary  for  delivering  him 
such  a  message,  heaped  opprobious  epithets  on 
some  of  the  officers  of  the  central  government,  and 
contrasted  their  conduct  with  the  cordial  attach¬ 
ment  which  was  expressed  by  the  American  people 
at  large  for  his  great  and  free  nation.  President 
Washington,  he  said,  had  been  misled  by  some  of 
these  officers,  who  were  men  of  aristocratic  principles, 
puiiils  of  the  English  school,  enemies  to  liberty  and 
equality  and  the  blessed  rights  of  man,  which 
the  illustrious  cosmopolite  Thomas  Paine,  who 
once  prided  himself  in  his  title  of  American 
citizen,  had  assisted  the  philosophers  and  regene¬ 
rators  of  France  in  proclaiming  to  all  the  nations 
of  the  earth.  But  Washington  must  remember 
that  he  was  not  a  king  but  only  a  president ;  that 
he  had  no  hereditary  and  extensive  prerogative; 
that  the  power  of  war  and  peace  rested  not  with 
him,  but  with  the  American  people  in  congress 
represented ;  and  that  he  ought  to  have  assembled 
the  national  legislature  before  presuming  to  issue 
his  proclamation  of  neutrality.  He  threatened  to 
publish  his  correspondence  with  the  officers  of 
the  government,  together  with  a  narrative  of  his 
own  of  all  the  proceedings  ;  and  he  said  that, 
although  he  would  he  warranted  in  taking  an 
abrupt  departure,  his  regard  for  the  American 
-people  would  induce  him  to  remain  until  the 
meeting  of  congress ;  and,  if  that  body  should 
agree  in  the  opinions  and  support  the  measures  of 
the  president,  he  would  instantly  return  to  France, 
and  leave  the  disputes  between  the  two  countries 
to  be  adjusted  by  other  means.  As  for  the  ‘  Little 
Democrat  ’  he  peremptorily  refused  to  enter  into 
any  engagement  for  suspending  her  departure  till 
the  arrival  of  Washington,  cautioned  them  against 
any  attempt  to  seize  her,  as  she  belonged  to  the 
Grande  llepub/ique,  and,  for  the  honour  of  her 
flag,  would  unquestionably  meet  force  by  force. 
On  receiving  the  report  of  his  secretary.  Governor 
Mifflin  ordered  out  120  militia  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  possession  of  the  privateer ;  but,  instead  of 
making  these  men  act  immediately,  the  governor 
sat  down  and  wrote  a  long  letter  to  the  officers  of 
the  executive.  Jefferson,  who  had  displayed  so 
much  haughtiness  and  arrogance  in  his  intercourse 
with  British  commissioners  and  diplomatists ; 
who  had  recently  and  reluctantly  returned  from 
his  embassy  to  Paris  (where  he  had  resided  more 
than  five  years)  to  assume  the  high  office  of  secre¬ 
tary  of  state,  waited  upon  M.  Genet  the  following 
day,  with  due  humility,  and  endeavoured  to  pre¬ 
vail  upon  him  to  pledge  his  word  of  honour  that 
the  ‘  Little  Democrat  ’  should  not  leave  the  port 
of  Philadelphia  until  the  arrival  of  the  president. 
The  Jacobin  diplomatist  was  as  intemperate  wdth 
the  great  Jefferson  as  he  had  been  with  the  little 
secretary  ;  he  refused  to  give  any  promise  about  the 


privateer,  and  begged  that  no  attempt  might  be 
made  to  take  possession  of  her,  as  her  crew  was  on 
board  and  would  fight  desperately.  But,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  received  American  accounts,  and  Jeffer¬ 
son’s  own  statements.  Genet,  after  this  rage,  had 
recourse  to  a  ruse  or  trick,  which  duped  them — 
ingenuous,  simple,  unsuspecting  men  that  they 
were!  They  assert  that  the  little  Jacobin  said 
that  the  ‘  Little  Democrat’  was  not  quite  ready 
to  sail ;  that  she  would  change  her  position,  and 
fall  down  the  river  a  short  distance  on  that  very 
day,  but  that  she  would  not  and  could  not  put  to 
sea  just  yet;  which  induced  them  to  believe  that 
the  privateer  would  wait  till  the  arrival  of  Wash¬ 
ington.  Not  one  of  these  proud  republicans 
appears  to  have  thought  of  the  indelicacy  and 
meanness  of  making  such  a  question  depend  upon 
the  personal  direct  interference  of  the  head  of 
their  government.  But  more  than  this ;  we  doubt 
whether  any  one  of  them  was  deceived  by  Genet, 
or  was  bent  upon  stopping  the  privateer,  vindi¬ 
cating  their  own  insulted  honour,  or  maintaining 
the  law  of  nations.  Mr.  Secretary  of  State  Jeffer¬ 
son  retained  all  his  venom  and  rancour  against 
England,  was  as  enthusiastic  as  any  man  in  Ame¬ 
rica  in  his  admiration  of  democracy  and  of  the 
French  revolution ;  he  was  heart  and  soul  of  the 
ultra-French  party ;  he  looked  to  that  revSlution 
as  to  a  millennium  ;  he  had  gone  to  France  with  a 
strong  prepossession  in  favour  of  its  people,  which 
a  more  intimate  acquaintance  had  seeined  to  im¬ 
prove  ;  their  sciences,  their  literature,  their  culti¬ 
vation  of  the  arts,  their  manners  and  modes  of  life 
were  all  to  his  taste ;  there  was  nothing  in  the 
country,  on  his  arriving  in  it,  of  which  he  seriously 
disapproved,  save  and  except  its  priests  and 
church,  and  monarchic  form  of  government,  and 
these  things  were  now  almost  entirely  swept  away.* 
“  It  is  not,  therefore,  surprising,”  adds  his  bio¬ 
grapher,  “  that  his  partiality  for  France  should 
have  been  so  strong,  and  should  have  influenced 
his  tastes  and  opinions  through  the  rest  of  his 
life.”  But,  besides  this  strong  partiality  for  the 
French,  and  the  passionate  sympathising  in  the 
cause  of  the  Grande  Republique,  there  were  other 
considerations  likely  to  make  Jefferson,  Governor 
Mifflin,  and  the  rest  of  them,  wink  at  the  departure 
of  the  ‘  Little  Democrat,’  and  then  pretend  that 
they  had  been  deceived  by  Genet.  It  was  noto¬ 
rious  to  every  man  in  Charlestown  that  the  captured 
English  merchantman  (captured  in  their  own  neu¬ 
tral  waters)  had  been  converted  into  a  fighting 
privateer  by  American  shipwrights  and  other 

*  Professor  G.  Tucker,  Life  of  Jefferson.  He  liad  displayed  by 
anticipation  such  a  taste  for  the  colour  of  the  red- worsted  niglitcap,  or 
French  cap  of  liberty,  that  he  clad  his  netlier-man  in  red  breeches. 
“  This,”  says  his  biographer.  Professor  Tucker,  wiUi  proper  solem  ■ 
nity,  "  indeed,  was  a  part  of  his  official  dress  in  hen  minister  to 
France,  at  a  time  when  such  flaring  colours  were  not  proscribed  by 
fashion ;  but  I  learn  from  one  who  ought  to  know,  that  his  secretary 
of  legation,  Colonel  Humphreys,  who  always  loved  show  and  jiarade, 
is  entitled  to  the  credit  of  devising  this  gay  divdomatic  costume.” 

We  believe  at  the  time  such  flaring  colours  ”  were  proscribed  for 
all  netlier  garments  except  those  for  footmen  and  door-porters.  Many 
were  the  jokes  in  which  the  Parisians  and  the  corps  diplwnatique  in¬ 
dulged  at  the  expense  of  the  scarlet  breeches  of  the  citizen  ambassador 
of  the  United  Slates  republic. 
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American  artizans ;  that  the  far  greater  part  of 
the  crew  were  American  sailors,  and  that  the  120 
American  militia-men  whom  the  governor  had 
called  out  would  not  act  hostilely  against  their 
own  countrymen,  their  relatives,  or  their  friends, 
or  their  comrades.  An  order  to  this  effect  would 
only  have  exhibited  the  weakness  and  helplessness 
of  the  executive  officers ;  and  such  an  exhibition 
may  have  been  considered  more  injurious  to  the 
honour  and  character  of  the  government  of  the 
American  republic  than  a  mean  submission  to 
the  petulance  and  insolence  of  the  Jacobin  diplo¬ 
matist.* 

In  communicating  to  Governor  Mifflin  his  con¬ 
versation  with  M.  Genet,  Jefferson  declared  it  to 
be  his  conviction  that  the  privateer  would  remain 
in  the  river  until  Washington  should  arrive  and 
decide  on  her  case.  In  consequence  of  this  as¬ 
surance  of  Jefferson  the  governor  dismissed  the 
militia  and  requested  the  advice  of  the  heads  of 
departments — or  what  we  should  call  ministers — 
as  to  the  course  which  he  ought  to  pursue.  Both 
the  governor  and  Jefferson  stated  that  Genet  had 
told  Mr.  Secretary  Dallas  that  he  would  “  appeal 
from  the  president  to  the  people.”  Not  trusting 
our  own  pen  with  the  recital  of  these  disgraceful, 
humiliating  details,  we  again  make  use  of  the 
words  of  an  American  writer : — “  Thus  braved 
and  insulted  in  the  very  heart  of  the  American 
empire,  the  secretaries  of  the  treasury  and  of  war 
were  of  opinion  that  it  was  expedient  to  take  im¬ 
mediate  provisiohal  measures  for  establishing  a 
battery  on  Mud  Island,  under  cover  of  a  party  of 
militia,  with  directions  that,  if  the  vessel  should 
attempt  to  depart  before  the  pleasure  of  the  presi¬ 
dent  should  be  known  concerning  her,  military 
coercion  should  he  employed  to  arrest  her  progress. 
But,  the  secretary  of  state  [t.  e.  Jefferson]  dissent¬ 
ing  from  this  opinion,  the  measure  leas  not 
adopted.  The  vessel  fell  down  to  Chester  before 
the  arrival  of  the  president,  and  sailed  on  her 
cruize  before  the  power  of  the  government  could 
he  interposed. ’’f  Power!  power  of  government, 
forsooth  !  The  whole  transaction  was  little  else 

*  This  is  not  an  hypothesis  of  our  own.  In  the  official  letter  ad¬ 
dressed  by  the  American  i,^overnment  to  Gouvcnieur  Morris,  tlieir 
pre.<ent  ainhassador  at  I’aris,  and  which  letter  instructed  Morris  to 
intreat  the  French  ^^overnment  to  recall  Genet,  there  are  these  conclu¬ 
sive  words: — “  If  our  citizens  have  not  been  shedding  each  other's 
blood,  it  is  nut  owing  to  the  moderation  of  M,  Genet,  but  to  the  Cor- 
bearaiice  of  our  government.  It  is  vwU  known  that,  if  the  authority  of 
the  laws  hnd  been  rcstn'ted  to  to  stoj)  the  ‘  Little  Democrat.,'  its  officers 
and  agents  were  to  have  been  resisted  by  the  crew  of  the  vessel,  consisting 
‘partly  of  American  citizens." 

Tliis  liegrading  letter  received  the  sanction  of  the  president,  Wash¬ 
ington,  both  at  tlic  time  it  was  written  and  afterwards  when  it  was 
communicated  by  him  to  congress. 

i*  Mar'^hall,  Life  of  Washington. — Professor  Tucker,  with  all  the 
warm  partiality  of  a  biographer,  endeavours  to  show  that  ^b^ITerson’s 
conduct  was  not  quite  so  mean  ami  tricky  as  Washington’s  hiograydier, 
Judge  Marshall,  represents  it;  but,  to  excuse  his  hero,  Tucker  is 
obliged  to  impute  still  more  meanness  to  the  who;c  executive  guvern- 
im  nt  of  his  c.uinlry.  We  prefer  the  authority  and  calm  good  sense 
of  the  judge  to  tlie  authority  of  the  professor;  though,  for  the  rest, 
we  care  very  little  whether  Jefferson  was  less  contemptible,  or  the 
whole  American  governmonv  nore  so.  The  leading  facts  of  the  case 
arc  proved  ijy  suy>eraliounding  documentary  evidence,  and  are  not  to 
be  concealed  or  travc^tied.  Substantially,  the  professor  differs  from 
the  judge  only  in  saying  that  Mr.  Jefferson  did  not  cause  the  susyieu- 
siun  of  coercive  measures  by  tolling  Governor  Mifflin  that  lie  felt 
convinced  the  ])rivatecr  would  not  depart,  before  the  arrival  of  Wash¬ 
ington;  and  th.it  WiL-ihington  roaehed  Philadelphia  four  or  five  days 
before  the  ‘  Idtllc  Ihuuocrat’  sailed. 
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than  a  proof  that  the  executive  had  no  power,  and 
that  whenever  the  passions  of  the  American  de¬ 
mocracy  should  be  inflamed  there  would  be  no  law 
in  America  but  mob  law,  no  efl’ective  government 
with  which  another  government  could  safely  treat. 
The  people  were  enchanted  at  the  thus  happily 
commenced  cruize  of  the  ‘Little  Democrat.’  If 
any  of  them  believed  that  Genet  had  played  Jef¬ 
ferson  a  trick,  they  only  thought  it  very  clever 
and  smart  in  the  Frenchman.  They  fulminated 
against  Washington  and  the  secretaries  of  the  trea¬ 
sury  and  of  war  for  the  opposition  which  had  been 
made  to  M.  Genet,  in  which,  they  said,  they  could 
perceive  only  a  settled  hostility  to  France  and  to 
liberty,  a  tame  subservience  to  British  policy,  and 
a  desire,  by  provoking  France,  to  engage  America 
in  the  war  as  the  ally  of  England,  and  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  exterminating  republican  principles. 

By  the  advice  of  the  attorney-general,  who  was 
of  opinion  that  adventurers  of  this  description  were 
punishable  for  having  violated  the  supreme  law  of 
the  land,  and  were  also  indictable  at  common  law 
for  disturbing  the  peace  of  the  United  States, 
Gideon  Henfield,  one  of  the  two  American  mari¬ 
ners  arrested  for  having  enlisted  in  Charlestown  on 
board  a  French  privateer  equipped  in  that  port, 
was  brought  to  trial.  The  journalists  put  forth 
their  “screamers.”  It  was  asked  what  law  this 
deserving  citizen  of  the  republic  had  violated 
Under  what  statute  was  the  indictment  laid  ? 
Must  the  free  American  people  give  to  a  procla¬ 
mation  of  the  president  the  force  of  a  legislative 
act?  Were  they  to  subject  themselves  to  the  will 
of  the  executive  ?  Could  it  indeed  be  termed  an 
offence  to  engage  with  republican  France,  com¬ 
bating  for  liberty  and  equality  against  the  leagued 
despots  of  Europe?  The  jury, — some  of  whom  had 
probably  written  these  articles,  and  some  of  whom 
formed  the  militia  which  Governor  Mifflin  had 
made  a  show  of  employing  vi  et  armis  to  stop  the 
‘  Little  Democrat’  till  President  W'ashington  should 
come — did  what  might  have  been  expected  from 
them  and  what  would  have  been  done  by  any  other 
American  jury  at  that  moment,  i.  e.  they  acquitted 
the  prisoner.  Their  verdict  was  celebrated  with  ex¬ 
travagant  marks  of  joy  and  exultation  j  and  citizen 
Gideon  Henfield  was  carried  in  triumph, in  the  midst 
of  tricolor  flags  and  caps  of  liberty.  The  counsel  who 
had  defended  him  had  been  engaged  and  paid  by 
Genet.  Well  might  Washington  ask  what  must  the 
world  think  of  all  these  things  and  of  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  United  States  ?  On  the  11th  of  Julv, 
when  the  ‘Little  Democrat’  was,  as  yet,  lying  at 
Chester,  the  president  arrived  at  Philadelphia,  and 
requested  that  the  cabinet  ministers  would  convene 
at  his  house  the  next  day.  Washington  might 
have  l)een  expected  to  convene  them  the  moment 
that  he  arrived  and  learned  that  the  privateer 
had  slipped  down  the  river;  but  he  fixed  nine 
o’clock  on  the  next  morning.  This  might 
possibly  be  owing  to  the  absence  of  Jefferson, 
upon  whom  the  president  seems  to  have  wished  to 
throw  as  much  of  the  responsibility  us  was  possible, 
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though  probably  not  more  than  fairly  fell  to  his 
share  as  secretary  of  state  and  chief  manager  of 
the  precious  conferences  with  Genet.  Pleading  a 
very  sudden  indisposition,  Jefferson  had  retired  to 
his  country-house,  and  there,  apparently,  he  stayed 
until  this  business  was  finished.  Washington 
wrote  to  him — “  What  is  to  be  done  in  the  case  of 
the  ‘  Little  Sarah  ’  now  at  Chester  ?  Is  the  minis¬ 
ter  of  the  French  republic  to  set  the  acts  of  this 
government  at  defiance  with  impunity,  and  then 
threaten  the  executive  with  an  appeal  to  the  people? 
These  are  serious  questions, — circumstances  press 
lor  decision; — and,  as  you  have  had  time  to  con¬ 
sider  them  (upon  me  they  come  unexpectedly^  I 
wish  to  know  your  opinion  upon  them  even  before 
to-morrow,  for  the  vessel  may  then  be  gone.”  To 
this  letter  Jefferson  replied  by  repeating  the  as¬ 
surances  which  he  said  Genet  had  given  him  that 
the  ‘  Little  Sarah,’  or  ‘  Little  Democrat,’  should 
not  put  to  sea  until  the  opinion  of  the  president 
should  be  made  known.*  As  the  privateer  had 
already  got  below  Mud  Island,  as  the  battery  or 
batteries  which  Governor  MifHin  had  talked  of 
erecting  had  not  been  erected,  as  the  militia-men 
were  dismissed  from  a  service  in  which  they  would 
not  have  acted,  it  was  useless  to  think  of  coercive 
measures-t  When  the  ministers  convened  at 
Washington’s  house  on  the  12th  of  July,  they  de¬ 
termined,  not  to  pursue  the  ‘  Little  Democrat  ’  and 
bring  her  back  cost  what  it  might,  but  to  retain 
in  port  all  privateers  of  whatsoever  nation,  or  which 
had  been  equipped  by  any  of  the  belligerent  powers 
within  the  United  States.  This  magnanimous 
determination  was  communicated  to  Genet ;  but,  in 
contempt  of  it,  the  British  merchant-vessel  which 
he  had  converted  into  a  privateer,  and  had  equipped 
in  Philadelphia,  proceeded  on  her  cruise.  But  the 
decision  of  Washington  and  his  ministers  was  made 
to  apply  very  rigorously  to  the  ‘Jane,’  an  English 
merchant-vessel,  which,  like  most  merchant-vessels 
in  a  time  of  war,  carried  a  few  guns  for  self-defence, 
and  which  Genet  had  alleged  to  be  a  privateer. 
The  crew  of  the  ‘  Jane’  had  seen  English  vessels 
cajitured  by  the  French  in  that  river;  had  seen, 
close  alongside,  one  of  those  captured  English 
vessels  converted  into  a  privateer  ;  and  therefore 
could  have  no  hope  of  escaping  capture  themselves 
in  the  same  neutral  river,  or  in  issuing  from  the 
capes  of  the  Delaware,  except  in  their  own  guns 
and  their  own  courage.  Governor  Mifflin  was 
requested  by  the  executive  to  attend  to  the  ‘Jane,’ 
and  to  stop  her  if  he  should  find  she  was  aug¬ 
menting  her  force  and  was  about  to  depart.  The 
English  skipper  had  done  nothing  but  replace  four 
old  gun-carriages  by  four  new  ones,  and  open 

•  Judge  Marshall. 

*}•  Judge  Marshall  says  that,  in  consequence  of  Jefferson’s  letter  to 
the  president,  **  immediate  coercive  measures  were  suspended.’’  But 
Washington  and  his  ministers  must  have  known  the  facts  which  they 
stated  afterwards  in  their  letter  to  Gouverneur  Morris  about  the  recall 
of  Genet,  and  must  therefore  have  felt  their  inability  of  adopting  any 
coercive  measures,  even  if  the  *  Ihttle  Democrat,’  instead  of  being 
down  the  river  below  Chester,  had  been  in  the  port  of  Philadelphia 
and  under  their  own  eyes.  Tlic  order  for  suspending  coercive  mea- 
sures  could,  tliercfdrc,  have  proceeded  only  from  some  faint  and  now 
ridiculous  hope  of  saving  appearances. 


two  new  port-holes.  He  would  have  been  justified 
in  doing  a  great  deal  more  than  this,  as  the  jjriva- 
teer  under  French  colours  was  ready  to  pounce 
upon  him,  and  as  no  protection  was  afforded  by 
the  American  government,  even  in  its  own  wateis. 
The  British  consul  at  Philadelphia  requested  that 
the  trifling  alterations  that  the  ‘  Jane  ’  had  made 
might  be  allowed ;  but  this  was  peremptorily  re¬ 
fused,  and  directions  were  given  by  the  American 
government  that  she  should  be  restored  to  the  pre¬ 
cise  condition  in  which  she  was  when  she  entered 
the  port.  And  now  the  American  militia  vvere 
willing  and  ready  to  act,  and  there  was  a  commo¬ 
tion,  an  activity,  and  an  enthusiasm  which  sounded 
like — “Our  president  is  going  to  war,  I  guess.” 
Governor  Mifflin,  who  had  not  fortified  Mud  Island 
when  Genet’s  ‘  Little  Democrat  ’  was  to  be  stopped, 
took  measures  to  fortify  it  now  that  the ‘Jane’ 
was  to  be  stopped ;  and  so  the  English  merchant- 
vessel  was  obliged  to  discard  her  four  new  gun- 
carriages,  and  shut  up  her  two  new  port-holes.  In 
the  meanwhile  the  complaints  of  the  English 
ambassador  were  answered  by  the  paltriest  equivo¬ 
cations,  and  no  restitution  was  made  of  the  British 
vessels  which  had  been  seized  and  condemned  by 
Genet’s  court  of  admiralty  at  Charlestown.  In  truth, 
at  this  time,  the  little  Jacobin  Genet  was  more  a 
ruler  in  this  Israel  than  was  President  George 
Washington.  Three  days  after  the  arrival  of  the 
president  at  Philadelphia  was  the  glorious  14th  of 
July,  the  anniversary  of  the  capture  of  the  Bastille, 
the  great  national  festival  of  the  French  repub¬ 
licans  ;  and  on  that  day  a  grand  festival  was  made 
in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  “  by  citizens  of  some 
distinction,”  at  which  the  governor  of  Pennsylvania 
and  the  ambassador  of  France  were  present,  as  well 
as  the  officers  of  the  2nd  regiment  of  Philadelphian 
militia.  Eighty-five  rounds  of  artillery  were  fired 
in  honour  of  the  eighty- five  departments  of  France, 
and  sixteen  roaring  toasts  were  drunk,  each  con¬ 
taining  some  extravagant  compliment  to  the  French 
republic  and  some  insult  to  the  old  governments  of 
Europe.  Under  the  very  nose  of  George  Wash¬ 
ington  and  his  ministers,  the  Jacobin  who  had  in¬ 
sulted  them  was  feasted  and  applauded,  and  all 
those  (meaning  more  particularly  Washington 
himself)  who  opposed  his  wishes  and  the  demands 
of  the  French  republicans  were  declared  by 
American  citizens  to  be  perfidious  Machiavellians, 
traitors  to  liberty  and  their  country,  villains  con¬ 
signed  to  everlasting  infamy.  Washington  smarted 
under  these  wounds,  though  he  afiected  to  despise 
them ;  and,  though  he  considered  Genet  as  a  fire¬ 
brand,  he  could  not,  as  yet,  venture  to  demand  his 
recall  from  the  French  republic.  Nor  M’as  it 
merely  through  the  question  of  fitting  out  privateers 
in  American  ports,  and  manning  them  with  Ameri¬ 
can  seamen,  and  the  insufferable  practices  of 
Jacobinising  the  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
presiding  over  their  anarchic  clubs,  and  appealing 
to  the  people  at  large  from  the  decisions  of  their 
government,  that  this  French  republican  envoy 
stung  the  heart  of  George  Washington  and  his 
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friends,  and  alarmed  all  the  friends  of  order,  peace, 
and  neutrality.  While  the  executive  were  com- 
])laining  of  his  attempts  to  convert  their  harbours 
and  seaport  towns  into  manufactories  of  privateers, 
lie  complained  to  them  of  the  incalculable  mischief 
they  were  inflicting  upon  France  by  not  asserting 
the  right  of  their  flag  to  cover  French  property; 
and  lectured  them,  as  if  he  had  been  a  professor 
discoursing  ex  cathedra,  and  they  bad  been  a  set 
of  students,  on  international  law,  maritime  law, 
and  the  rights  and  immunities  of  neutral  flags  and 
neutral  bottoms  in  a  time  of  war.  There  was  not 
much  that  was  new  in  his  doctrine  :  he  only  carried 
to  extremes  the  principles  which  had  been  an¬ 
nounced  by  the  Czarina  Catherine  as  chief  organ 
of  the  confederation  or  armed  neutrality  of  the 
North,  which  had  made  a  faint  effort  to  deprive 
England  of  her  naval  supremacy  towards  the  close 
of  the  war  of  independence.  Genet’s  doctrine, 
however,  such  as  it  was,  was  eventually  adopted  by 
the  Americans,  though  in  opposition  to  the  senti¬ 
ments  of  some  of  the  wisest  and  most  honest  of 
their  statesmen.  The  fundamental  principle  was 
that  free  bottoms  should  make  free  goods,  or  that 
a  neutral  flag  should  cover  and  protect  from  cap¬ 
ture  whatsoever  goods  were  shipped  under  it.  As 
a  corollary,  no  belligerent  was  to  exercise  the  right 
of  searching  a  neutral  vessel  in  order  to  discover  and 
abstract  the  goods  of  the  enemy  that  might  be  in  it. 
Great  Britain  had  always  and  steadfastly  maintained 
the  contrary  of  these  principles,  and  the  Northern 
coalition  and  armed  neutrality  had  gone  to  pieces 
without  forcing  her  into  a  treaty,  or  into  any,  the 
slightest  surrender  or  compromise  of  her  assumed 
maritime  right.  At  the  peace  of  1783,  the  United 
States  were  too  anxious  for  a  cessation  of  hostilities, 
and  far  too  weak  and  far  too  distrustful  of  their  allies, 
to  risk  anything  by  making  a  stand  upon  the  claim 
or  pretension  of  the  armed  neutrality  ;  they  bar¬ 
gained  for  nothing,  they  pretended  not  to  establish 
any  general  rule  even  for  themselves,  and  the  cpies- 
tion  was  scarcely  mooted.  They  commanded  their 
ministers  in  Europe  not  to  endanger  their  future 
peace  by  any  engagements  of  this  kind.  In  their 
single  treaty  of  commerce  with  France  the  principle 
was  inserted ;  but  no  stipulation  on  the  subject 
was  made  with  Great  Britain.  It  followed,  that, 
with  France,  the  character  of  the  bottom  was 
imparted  to  the  cargo;  but  with  Britain  the 
law  of  nations  was  left  to  be  the  rule  by  which  the 
respective  rights  of  belligerents  and  neutrals  were 
to  be  decided — the  said  old  law  of  nations  accord¬ 
ing  with  the  British  system,  and  opposing  the  new 
oracles  of  which  Catherine  of  Russia  had  made  her¬ 
self  the  mouthpiece.  Construing  the  rule  as  giving 
security  to  the  goods  of  a  friend  in  the  bottoms  or 
shij)s  of  an  enemy,  and  as  subjecting  the  goods  of 
an  enemy  to  ca[)ture  in  the  bottoms  of  a  friend  or 
neutral,  the  British  cruizers  took  French  property 
out  of  American  vessels,  and  the  British  courts  of 
admiralty  condemned  it  as  lawful  prize.  Not  only 
at  the  time  of  the  negotiations  for  the  peace  of 
1783,  but  also  ten  years  after,  at  the  beginning  of 


[Book  III. 

the  war  of  the  French  revolution,  some  of  the 
acutest  of  American  statesmen  or  practitioners  in 
politics  doubted  whether  the  United  States  would 
not  derive  more  advantage  from  adhering  to  the 
old  or  English  system,  than  by  taking  up  the  new, 
which  had  never  become  a  recognised  system  at 
all,  and  which  was  therefore  open  to  all  manner  nf 
misunderstandings.  These  prudent  men  showed 
that  it  was  particularly  dangerous  for  a  new  nation 
or  a  new  government  like  that  of  the  United  States 
to  attach  herself  to  an  innovation  in  international 
law,  or  pledge  her  faith  to  an  untried  theory. 
“  It  is  my  opinion,”  said  Gouverneur  Morris, 
“  and  it  ever  has  been  my  opinion,  that  the  maxim. 
Free  ships  make  free  poods,  is  in  principle  un¬ 
founded,  will  in  practice  be  disregarded,  and  in  its 
application  to  us  cannot  but  prove  injurious.”* 
He  hoped  that  the  Americans  would  not  confine 
their  attention  merely  to  the  present  moment. 
When  they  themselves  might  be  a  belligerent 
power,  would  they  then  consent  to  see  the  com¬ 
merce  of  their  enemy  secured  by  a  neutral  flag, 
while  their  own  commerce,  carried  on  under  their 
own  flag,  or  in  their  own  ships,  was  exposed  to 
capture  ?  Could  they,  as  belligerents,  allow  the 
goods,  the  produce,  the  wealth  of  their  enemy  to 
pass  unmolested,  because  such  property  was  em¬ 
barked  in  neutral  vessels?  Morris  directed  their 
consideration  to  the  rich  commodities  produced  by 
the  southern  part  of  their  western  hemisphere. 
“  These  commodities,”  said  he,  “  taken  in  the 
mass,  form  the  most  valuable  commerce  which  the 
nations  of  Europe  possess,  and,  by  the  immutable 
laws  of  nature,  they  must  be  transported,  as  it  were, 
by  our  doors.  Can  it  then  be  wise  to  preclude  our¬ 
selves  from  the  right,  which  we  now  possess,  of 
taking  them  when  at  war  with  the  owners  ?  Let 
us  suppose  we  were  at  war  with  Spain,  and  then 
ask  whether  it  would  be  consistent  for  us  to  see  a 
neutral  ship  of  Hamburg  take  in  dollars  at  Vera 
Cruz  and  transport  them  to  the  north  of  Europe, 
there  to  purchase  naval  stores  and  salted  provisions 
for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  hostilities  against  us  ? 
Or,  if  the  principle  oi  free  ships,  free  poods,  be 
established,  let  it  then  be  explained  how  such  act 
could  be  prevented  by  us ;  especially  if  it  should 
be  also  admitted  that  a  neutral  subject  may,  by 
special  permission  granted  during  the  war,  carry 
on  a  trade  from  which  he  had  been  previously  ex¬ 
cluded.”'!'  But  even  this  powerful  arpumeiitum 
ad  hominem  was,  in  the  end,  thrown  away  upon 
American  passion,  prejudice,  and  cupidity ;  the 
American  skippers  and  traders  looked  more  to  the 
present  profits  to  be  derived  from  making  their 
neutral  ships  the  carriers  of  France,  and  of  all  the 
countries  that  were  or  might  be  at  war  with  Great 
Britain,  than  they  looked  to  the  future  embarrass¬ 
ments  which  might  arise  from  their  clinging  to  the 
new  maxim.  Possibly  there  was  a  mental  reserva¬ 
tion — probably  they  thought  that  they  could  throw 
the  new  maxim  overboard,  and  take  up  the  old 

*  Lfttpr  to  George  Washinjjtou,  iu  Life  aud  (’orresHoiidence, 

t  Ibid. 
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one,  when  the  old  one  should  be  more  profitable. 
Washington’s  government  neither  liad  pledged  it¬ 
self  to  enforce  the  new  system  with  all  nations, 
nor  had  undertaken  to  protect  French  property 
shipped  in  American  bottoms.  But  Genet,  who, 
like  all  his  school,  had  thrown  to  the  winds  all  the 
old  maxims  of  international  law,  and  all  the  rules 
of  diplomacy,  arrogantly  insisted  that  Washington 
should  do  both  these  things,  and  declare  war 
against  England  rather  than  permit  her  to  take  her 
enemies’  goods  out  of  any  neutral  vessels :  and 
again  the  political  societies,  the  newspapers,  and 
the  rabble  at  large,  sided  with  the  Jacobin  envoy, 
and  assisted  him  in  perplexing  and  browbeating 
their  own  president.  On  the  9th  of  July,  during 
the  heat  of  the  contest  respecting  the  ‘  Little  De¬ 
mocrat,’  Genet  demanded  an  immediate  answer  to 
the  cjuestion  what  measures  the  president  had  taken, 
or  would  take,  to  cause  the  American  flag  to  be 
respected?  Not  receiving  the  immediate  answer 
he  demanded,  Genet,  on  the  25th  of  July,  addressed 
a  letter  on  the  same  subject  to  Jefferson,  as  secre¬ 
tary  of  state.  A  more  insolent  epistle  could  scarcely 
have  been  looked  for  even  from  this  Jacobin. 
After  some  argument,  urged  in  the  usual  violent 
and  offensive  manner,  which  is  not  worth  quoting, 
and  another  appeal  from  the  president  and  his  mi¬ 
nisters  to  the  American  people,  it  reminded  the 
latter  that  the  obligations  that  they  had  owed  to 
France  during  their  war  of  independence  were  in¬ 
calculable,  and  that  but  for  Frenchmen  they  would 
never  have  succeeded  in  establishing  their  inde¬ 
pendence  and  making  a  republic.  In  conclusion 
he  told  the  Americans,  that  if  they  did  not  feel 
themselves  strong  enough  to  maintain  their  sove¬ 
reignty,  and  cause  their  flag  to  be  respected  by 
England,  then  the  French,  who  had  guaranteed  that 
sovereignty  w'hen  they  were  slaves,  would  know 
how  to  guarantee  it  and  render  it  formidable  now 
that  they  had  become  freemen.  Jefferson  now  re¬ 
plied  to  the  first  of  these  tw'o  offensive  letters  :  he 
observed  that,  by  the  established  law  of  nations,  the 
goods  of  a  friend  found  in  the  vessel  of  an  enemy 
are  free,  while  the  goods  of  an  enemy  found  in  the 
vessel  of  a  friend  or  neutral  are  lawful  prize.  He 
said  he  presumed  that  it  was  upon  this  old  principle 
the  British  cruizers  had  taken  the  property  of  French 
citizens  from  American  vessels  ;  and  that  he  knew 
not  upon  what  principle  America  could  reclaim 
the  property  so  captured.  But  this  was  too  close  a 
quotation  of  English  texts  to  suit  this  Frenchified 
American  secretary  ;  and  therefore  he  added  that 
the  contrary  rule  would  be  more  conformable  with 
justice,  or  more  convenient  for  commerce.*  No 
notice  was  taken  by  Jefferson  of  the  offensive  Ian- 

*  .lefftTSon.  however,  endeavoured  to  propitiate  the  Jacobin  envoy 
by  showins?  him  that  France  in  reality  would  herself  be  a  gainer  by 
the  prevalence  of  the  old  rule.  After  saying  that  America  had 
moditied  the  old  rule  in  her  treaties  with  France,  the  Netherlands, 
and  Fnissia,  but  that  she  had  no  such  stipulation  with  England, 
he  added,  “  Nor  is  France  likely  to  suffer  by  the  rule,  for,  though 
she  loses  her  goods  in  our  vessels  when  found  therein  by  Engaiid, 
Spain,  I’ortugai,  or  Austria,  yet  she  gains  our  goods  when  found 
in  the  vessels  of  England,  Spain,  Portugal,  Austria,  the  United  Ne¬ 
therlands,  or  Prussia ;  and  .America  has  more  goods  afloat  in  the  vessels 
of  these  six  nations  than  FrJince  ha.s  afloat  in  our  vessels.”— 

<j/  Jejfflr son's  reply ^  m  Profess(/r  Tucher*^s  Biography, 


guage  wEich  had  been  used ;  but  to  Genet’s  second 
and  worst  letter  it  appears  that  no  reply  was  sent. 
There  was  another  ground  of  quarrel,  on  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  w’hich  the  American  writers  before  us  are 
less  communicative,  and  in  which  the  Jacobin 
envoy  should  seem  to  have  been  less  unreasonable. 
The  United  States  acknowledged  a  debt  to  France 
of  about  2,300,000  dollars — the  French,  we  believe, 
held  the  debt  to  be  much  larger.  Genet,  in  the 
month  of  May,  shortly  after  his  arrival,  had  pro¬ 
posed  that  the  States  should  pay  the  future  instal¬ 
ments  of  this  debt  in  American  produce.  In  June, 
after  a  delay  of  twenty  days,  Jefferson  had  informed 
Genet  that  the  present  resources  of  the  United 
States  did  not  allow  them  to  do  this.  Hereupon 
the  Jacobin  envoy  had  expressed,  with  his  ordinary 
vehemence  of  language,  his  astonishment  and  in¬ 
dignation.  He  had  offered  to  take  produce  instead 
of  hard  cash ;  the  Americans  had  rice  and  corn, 
as  well  as  tobacco,  and  they  knew  that  there  was 
a  scarcity  in  France  approaching'*almost  to  a  famine. 
“  Without  entering  into  the  financial  reason  which 
operates  this  refusal,”  said  Genet  to  the  American 
secretary  of  state,  “  Mithout  endeavouring  to  prove 
to  you  that  it  tends  to  accomplish  the  infernal 
system  of  the  king  of  England,  and  of  the  other 
kings  his  accomplices,  to  destroy  by  famine  the 
French  republicans  and  liberty,  I  attend  on  the 
present  occasion  only  to  the  cause  of  my  country.” 
He  then  stated  that  he  was  authorised  to  assign  the 
debt  due  from  America  to  France,  in  payment  of 
supplies  received  from  American  merchants  and 
farmers ;  and  he  therefore  requested  that  the  pre¬ 
sident  would  direct  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
immediately  to  adjust  with  him  the  amount  of  the 
debt  due  to  France.  In  replying  to  these  demands 
Jefferson  had  asked  for  time  to  deliberate,  and  to 
examine  the  propriety  and  practicability  of  the 
scheme,  intimating,  however,  very  plainly,  that  the 
American  government,  upon  many  accounts,  con¬ 
sidered  Genet’s  proposition  as  objectionable.  This 
question  about  the  debt  remained  in  statu  quo, 
when  Washington  resolved  to  try  to  get  rid  of 
M.  Genet. 

The  Americans  call  “  temperate  forbearance,” 
“  magnanimous  moderation,”  “  generous  sym¬ 
pathy,”  &c.,  what  W'C  should  designate  by  very 
different  words.  But,  to  use  their  own  language, 
the  president  could  no  longer  carry  out  this  tem¬ 
perate  forbearance,  or  hope  that  it  would  have  any 
effect  in  bringing  the  French  minister  to  reason ; 
and,  accordingly,  Washington  convened  his  ca¬ 
binet  council,  for  the  purpose  of  adjusting  a  com¬ 
plete  system  of  rules  to  be  observed  by  the  belli¬ 
gerents  in  the  ports  of  the  United  States.  On  the 
3rd  of  August  this  council  unanimously  agreed  to 
a  system  of  rules,  which  implied  that  they  would 
faithfully  observe  all  their  engagements  with  France 
and  other  countries,  and  honestly  perform  the 
duties  of  that  neutrality  in  which  the  war  found 
them,  and  in  which  those  engagements  left  them 
free  to  remain.  With  respect  to  the  troublesome 
minister  of  the  French  republic,  it  was  unanimously 
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agreed  that  a  letter  should  be  written  to  Mr.  Morris, 
the  minister  of  the  United  States  at  Paris,  desiring 
him  to  request  the  recall  of  M.  Genet  from  the  exe¬ 
cutive  of  the  French  government.  On  the  16th  of 
August — and  not  before — Secretary  Jefferson  wrote 
a  letter  to  this  effect  to  Morris,  ft  was  full  of 
professions  of  friendship  towards  the  French  re- 
j)ublic,  which  was  described  as  a  friendly  and 
magnanimous  nation  who  would  not  do  injustice ; 
and  it  breathed  no  complaint  against  any  man  or 
anything  except  citizen  Genet;  and  even  his  recall 
w^as  to  be  requested,  not  demanded.  Gouverneur 
Morris  was  instructed  to  present  this  letter  of 
secretary  Jefferson  to  the  French  executive,  toge¬ 
ther  with  copies  of  the  stormy  correspondence 
which  had  passed  between  Jefferson  and  Genet. 
It  appears  that  a  copy  of  this  letter  to  Morris 
about  his  recall  was  not  communicated  to  Genet, 
who  was  then  feasting  and  proselytizing  at  New 
York,  until  the  month  of  September  was  well  ad¬ 
vanced.  Possibly*  the  tempest  which  followed  the 
little  Jacobin’s  reception  of  the  announcement  had 
been  foreseen,  and  the  American  executive  had 
been  desirous  of  shortening  the  storm  by  delaying 
giving  him  the  information  of  what  they  had  done. 
The  dignified  course  would  have  been  to  have  sent 
Genet  out  of  the  country  at  least  three  months 
before  this,  and  to  have  communicated  to  the  so- 
called  French  government  the  motives  of  their  con¬ 
duct  ;  but,  when  they  had  failed  to  do  this,  it  does 
appear  disingenuous,  and  contrary  to  the  rules  of 
diplomacy,  if  not  absolutely  dishonourable,  to  leave 
Genet  more  than  a  month  in  ignorance  of  the  fact 
that  they  had  requested  his  recall  from  his  govern¬ 
ment,  and  to  correspond  with  him — as  Jefferson 
did — after  that  letter  had  been  dispatched  for 
Paris,  without  hinting  that  Genet  had  been  de¬ 
nounced  to  his  government.*  Upon  learning  what 
Gouverneur  Morris  was  to  do  at  Paris,  Genet 
agitated  New  York,  and  outdid  his  former  self  in 
vituperation.  With  respect  to  President  Wash- 

*  At  the  cabinet  consultation  on  the  3rd  of  August,  the  other 
ministers  recommended  peremptory  terms  to  the  French  government 
about  the  recall  of  Genet ;  but  Jefferson  begged  that  the  request  might 
be  expressed  “  jjreaf  delicacy,"  Upon  the  question  whether  a 
copy  of  tlie  letter  to  Mr.  Gouverneur  Morris  (containing  the  request 
for  the  said  recall)  should  or  should  not  be  sent  to  M.  Genet,  Jefferson 
took  the  negative  sid(%  urging  that  “  it  toould  render  him  (Genet)  ex¬ 
tremely  active  in  his  plans,  and  endanger  confusion^  This  was  at 
once  a  confession  of  the  miserable  weakness  of  the  government,  and 
of  the  power  of  Genet  ami  the  American  mob.  Professor  Tucker  tells 
us  that  the  cabinet  agreed  that  a  copy  of  the  said  letter  should  be  sent 
to(ienet;  but  he  does  not  tell  us  tc/ien  it  was  sent.  The  original 
letter,  as  we  have  seen,  was  dispatched  for  Paris  on  the  Ifith  of 
.\ugust.  The  date  of  the  1 8th  of  September  is  put  to  the  furious 
letter  which  Genet  wrote,  to  abuse  Washington,  Jeflerson,  and  all  the 
rest  of  them.  Now  Genet  was  far  too  petulant  a  man  to  let  his  fury 
sleep  for  a  whole  month.  If  he  had  recei^ed  cither  a  copy  of  the 
letter  to  Gouverneur  Morris,  or  any  other  notification,  his  pen  would 
that  instant  have  been  iu  his  hand,  lint  there  is  yet  another  suspicious 
circumstance.  It  is  pretended  that,  “by  an  accidental  miscarriage," 
this  letter  from  Genet  to  the  executive,  said  to  have  been  written  on 
the  I8th  of  September,  was  not  received  until  the  '^nd  of  December, 
If  Philadelphia  had  been  as  fir  off  as  Pans — if  oceans  had  rolled 
between  Philadelphia,  to  which  city  the  letter  was  addressed,  and 
New  York,  where  Genet  wrote  it,  we  might  comprehend  this  long 
miscarriage;  but,  as  it  is,  we  are  much  inclined  to  doubt  whether 
there  ha.s  not  been  an  intentional  falsification  of  dates,  and  whether 
(fiMH't  was  not  left  wholly  in  the  dark  as  to  the  dispatch  sent  off  to 
(Touverueur  Morris,  until  the  evo  of  the  assembling  of  Congress, 
(knigress  a«iscmbled  on  the  'Znd  oj  Dec€ml>er.  If  was  impossible  to  eon* 
ceiil  the  great  diplomatic  fact  from  (’ongress,  and  this  the  cabinet 
must  have  felt  in  the  anxious  consultations  wliich  piTccded  the  meet* 
ing  of  that  body. 


[Book  111. 

ington,  he  said  that  his  impeachment  before  Con¬ 
gress  was  an  act  of  justice,  which  the  American 
people,  which  the  French  people,  which  all  free 
people  were  interested  in  demanding.  All  those 
who  agi’eed  with  Washington  were  set  down  as 
aristocrats,  partizans  of  monarchy,  friends  of  Eng¬ 
land,  &c.  Over  .Tefferson’s  backslidings  he  af¬ 
fected  to  be  pathetic,  for  Jefferson,  he  said,  had 
been  his  personal  friend  and  political  tutor,  Jeffer¬ 
son  had  “  initiated  him  into  mysteries  which  had 
inflamed  his  hatred  against  all  those  who  aspire  to 
an  absolute  power.”  With  the  whole  democratic 
press  on  his  side,  and  with  the  political  societies 
of  New  York  ever  ready  to  listen  to  his  voice,  as 
to  that  of  the  law  and  the  prophets,  Genet  had  no 
difficulty  in  carrying  on  this  war,  which,  at  one 
moment,  seemed  to  threaten  the  dissolution  of 
all  government  in  the  United  States.  Tlie  New 
Yorkers  applauded  him  the  more  the  more  he  at¬ 
tacked  the  executive  government,  and  the  more  he 
set  at  defiance  the  law  of  neutrality.  The  people 
of  Boston,  who  had  played  the  prelude  to  the 
American  revolution,  were  not  a  whit  cooler  than 
the  citizens  of  New  York  and  Philadelphia.  An 
English  schooner  brought  as  a  prize  into  the 
port  of  Boston  by  a  French  privateer,  or  by 
Yankee  adventurers  acting  under  the  commission 
of  Genet  and  the  tricolor  flag,  was  claimed  by  the 
British  owner,  who  instituted  proceedings  at  law 
for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  decision  on  the 
legality  of  her  capture.  The  court  placed  the 
schooner  in  possession  of  its  marshal,  but  an 
armed  force,  detached  from  a  French  frigate  then 
lying  in  port,  and  acting  under  the  authority  of  the 
French  consul,  rescued  the  schooner  from  the  pos¬ 
session  of  the  marshal.  Until  the  frigate  sailed, 
the  English  schooner  was  guarded  by  a  part  of  her 
crew,  and,  notwithstanding  the  determination  of 
the  American  government  that  the  French  consuls 
should  not  exercise  a  prize  jurisdiction  witliin 
the  territories  of  the  United  States,  M.  Duplaine,. 
the  popular  and  applauded  consul  at  Boston,  de¬ 
clared  his  resolution  to  take  cognizance  of  this 
case.  Here,  however,  Washington  acted  with 
proper  spirit,  for  he  instantly  revoked  Duplaiiie’s 
exequatur,  and  forbade  him  further  to  exercise  the 
consular  functions. 

But  Genet’s  mission  had  embraced  still  wider 
projects  than  any  that  have  hitherto  been  alluded 
to ;  he  had  come  doubly  armed  with  projects  for  a 
war  on  land  as  well  as  for  a  war  at  sea.  Some  of 
the  United  States  of  America  bordered  upon  and 
gave  easy  access  to  some  of  the  American  colonies  of 
the  King  of  Spain.  With  such  facilities,  why  not 
attack  those  Spanish  provinces  ?  What  was  the 
King  of  Spain  but  the  ally  of  King  George  of 
England,  and  one  of  the  coalition  of  despots  who 
were  plotting  the  extermination  of  all  republics? 
Why,  therefore,  not  march  from  the  free  state  of 
Georgia  into  the  enslaved  Floridas,  and  from  the 
western  parts  of  the  United  States  into  Louisiana? 
The  backwoodsmen  and  squatters,  who  had  long 
had  their  eyes  turned  in  those  directions,  were 
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fascinated  by  these  bold  suggestions ;  volunteers 
offered  their  services  with  muskets  and  killing 
rifles  all  ready,  and  the  principal  officers  were  all 
engaged,  when  intelligence  of  the  proceedings 
reached  President  Washington  and  the  King  of 
Spain’s  commissioners.  To  the  remonstrances  of 
these  Spaniards  Washington  replied  that  the  cen¬ 
tral  government  of  the  republic  disavowed  the 
enterprise,  and  would  take  effectual  measures  to 
prevent  any  such  invasion  of  the  friendly  terri¬ 
tories  of  Spain  ;  but  it  is  acknowledged  that  Wash¬ 
ington  greatly  feared  that  the  e.vecutive  central 
government  would  be  found  too  feeble  to  prevent 
the  execution  of  the  lawless  plan.  He  called  upon 
the  governor  of  Kentucky  to  co-operate  in  prevent¬ 
ing  the  improper  application  of  the  military  re¬ 
sources  of  his  frontier  state.  But  the  fierce  Ken¬ 
tuckians — those  half-horse,  half-alligator  men — 
cared  as  little  for  the  governor  of  their  state  as 
they  cared  for  the  central  government ;  they  con¬ 
sidered  themselves  more  directly  interested  than 
any  other  state  of  the  Union  in  wrenching  from 
Spain  the  entire  navigation  of  the  Mississijjpi, 
which  they  believed  would  open  to  them  mines  of 
wealth,  and  in  extending  the  western  frontiers  of 
the  republic  at  the  cost  of  Spain.  For  some  time 
these  Kentuckians,  and  others  of  the  out- dwellers 
in  the  west,  had  circulated  the  opinion  that  an 
opposition  of  interests  existed  between  these 
western  states  and  the  eastern  states  of  the  Union, 
that  the  executive  or  central  government  favoured 
the  states  of  the  east,  and  had  shamefully  neg¬ 
lected  the  subject  of  the  Mississippi.  The  “De¬ 
mocratic  Society”  of  Lexington,  in  Kentucky,  had 
taken  up  the  matter,  and  had  menaced  the  partial 
and  remiss  president  and  ministers.  After  various 
other  proceedings  this  club  of  Kentuckian  demo¬ 
crats  had  appointed  a  committee  to  correspond 
with  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  western  country, 
for  the  purposes  of  uniting  them  in  these  objects, 
and  of  ])reparing  a  remonstrance  to  the  president 
and  Congress,  which,  they  said,  was  to  be  ex¬ 
pressed  “  in  the  bold,  decent,  and  determined 
language,  proper  to  be  used  by  injured  freemen 
when  they  address  the  servants  of  the  people.” 
They  claimed  much  merit  for  their  moderation  in 
not  having  helped  themselves  to  what  they  wanted 
long  ago,  or,  as  they  phrased  it,  for  having  ab¬ 
stained,  out  of  regard  to  tbe  central  government 
and  affection  for  their  fellow'-citizens  in  other 
states,  from  making  use  of  the  means  they  pos¬ 
sessed  in  asserting  “  their  natural  and  unalienable 
right.”  They  plainly  intimated  that  this  forbear¬ 
ance  could  not  be  continued  much  longer;  and 
they  called  upon  the  executive  to  give  them  the 
free  use  of  the  Mississippi,  as  if  only  an  act  of  the 
will  was  necessary  to  insure  it  to  them.*  It  was 
made  more  and  more  evident  every  day,  and  in 
every  direction,  that  the  central  federal  govern¬ 
ment  was  powerless  in  the  federated  states  when¬ 
ever  the  interests  or  other  passions  of  an  uneasy, 
restless  people  were  inflamed.  It  was  not  owing 

•  Judge  Marshall,  Life  of  Washington. 
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to  any  power  or  authority  of  either  president  or 
Congress  that  Louisiana  and  the  Floridas  were 
not  invaded  and  seized  in  a  time  of  peace.  The 
forbearance  of  the  people  of  the  west  proceeded 
from  other  eauses.  Ten  years  after  these  discus¬ 
sions  and  remonstrances  Louisiana  was  obtained 
by  purchase,  Bonaparte,  who  had  extorted  the 
cession  of  it  from  Spain,  selling  it  to  the  United 
States  for  15,000,000  dollars.  The  frontiers  of 
Florida  were  never  left  tranquil,  until  that  country 
too  was  occupied  by  the  free  democrats  of  the 
west.  When  Jefferson  became  president  he  at¬ 
tempted  to  purchase  the  province  for  2,000,000 
dollars ;  but  this  negotiation  failed,  and  the  glory 
of  the  act  of  incorporation  was  reserved  for  General 
Jackson,  who,  in  1821,  when  Spain  was  again  re¬ 
volutionized  and  in  a  state  of  anarchy  and  weak¬ 
ness,  entered  the  defenceless  province  with  an 
army,  and  by  order  of  the  government  of  the 
United  States  annexed  it  to  the  republic. 

Notwithstanding  his  outrageous  conduct,  and  all 
the  plots  which  had  been  brought  to  light,  Genet 
was  still  allowed  to  remain,  and  Jefferson,  as  se¬ 
cretary  of  state,  still  kept  corresponding  with  him, 
and  still  kept  declaring  that  the  only  true  friend 
the  American  republic  had,  or  could  hope  to  have 
in  the  world,  was  France.  It  was  no  secret  that 
Jefferson  strongly  disapproved  of  Washington’s 
neutrality  proclamation,  and  questioned  the  right 
to  issue  it ;  and  that,  upon  several  other  questions, 
Jefferson  could  divide  the  cabinet,  and  thus  weaken 
the  government,  although  upon  some  of  them  he 
could  not  command  a  majority  in  the  cabinet.* 
Like  all  other  state  questions  the  proclamation  of 
neutrality  was  discussed  in  the  newspapers,  not 
merely  by  editors  and  other  journalists,  but  also  by 
American  statesmen — by  men  who  were,  or  had 
been,  and  who  soon  were  again,  members  of  the 
government.  Mr.  Madison  took  the  same  view  of 
the  case  as  Jefferson,  and  w'as  urged  by  that  secre¬ 
tary  of  state  to  Washington  to  sharpen  his  pen, 
and  refute  and  put  down  the  “  heresies”  of  Mr. 
Hamilton,  who  was  writing  under  the  signature  of 
“  Pacificus”  in  defence  of  the  president’s  conduct, 
and  of  the  neutrality.  Fierce  were  the  polemics 
of  Madison,  who  was  clearly  on  the  winning  side, 
having  the  mob  and  the  great  majority  of  the 
journalists  in  his  favour.  Even  in  this  ha])])iest 
of  republics  there  were  some  rather  serious  draw¬ 
backs  upon  human  felicity.  The  yellow  fever 
broke  out  in  Philadelphia,  then  the  seat  of  govern¬ 
ment,  raged  from  August  to  November,  carried  off 
some  4000  of  the  citizens,  made  one-third  of  the 
remainder  fly  into  the  country,  scattered  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  cabinet  and  chiefs  of  departments,  and 
deranged  the  whole  machinery  of  government. 
The  chief  officers  of  the  government  did  not  re- 

*  “Thi?  president,”  says  Jefferson  in  one  of  his  private  letters, 
“always  acquiesces  in  the  majority.”  This  indeed  appears  to  have 
been  the  generiil  rule  of  Washington's  conduct.  In  some  important 
cases,  when  his  cabinet  was  about  equally  divided,  it  was  his  custom 
to  a.sk  time  for  consideration,  and  to  put  offdecUiou  as  long  as  pos¬ 
sible.  On  not  a  few  occasions  his  conduct— at  least  to  an  English 
mind — appears  evasive  and  spiritless ;  hnt  tlie  maivel  is,  liow.  under 
such  a  constitution,  and  with  such  jangling  ministers,  he  ever  earned 
on  the  busim^ss  of  government  at  all. 
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assemble  until  the  beginning  of  November;  and 
then,  fearing  that  the  pestilence  might  still  lurk  in 
Philadelphia,  they  did  not  meet  in  that  city,  hut 
in  the  little  town  in  its  neighbourhood,  called 
German  Town.  Here,  shorn  of  its  beams,  the 
American  executive  continued  till  December,  when 
the  Congress  met  at  Philadelphia.  At  the  first 
conference  in  the  cabinet  at  German  Town  the 
president,  after  an  exposition  of  Genet’s  past  and 
present  conduct,  proposed  to  seize  him  and  send 
him  out  of  America  without  waiting  for  any  answer 
from  France.  Flamilton  and  Knox,  secretaries  of 
the  treasury  and  of  war,  gave  their  decided  sup¬ 
port  to  the  proposition,  but  the  Jefferson  part  of 
the  cabinet  opposed  it,  and  the  president,  as  usual 
with  him,  suspended  the  decision.  Ten  days  after 
this  the  renvoi  of  Genet  was  proposed  again  by 
the  president.  Jefferson  urged  in  opposition  that 
France  was  the  only  sincere  friend  America  had 
on  earth ;  that  the  measure  was  a  harsh  one,  and 
equivalent  to  a  declaration  of  war  against  France; 
that  eighty-four  days  had  elapsed  since  the  dis¬ 
patch  to  Gouverneur  Morris  had  left  the  United 
States ;  that  an  answer  might  be  hourly  looked  for 
from  the  French  government,  who  doubtless  would 
recall  Genet ;  that  Congress,  which  would  now 
meet  in  a  few  days,  might  take  offence  at  so  harsh 
a  proceeding  against  the  republican  envoy ;  and 
finally,  that  there  was  a  chance  that  the  order  of 
the  executive  to  seize  and  send  off  Genet  would 
not  be  obeyed.  The  last  was  the  strongest  argu¬ 
ment  of  all :  in  the  agitated,  fermenting,  boiling 
condition  of  that  fierce  and  unrestricted  democracy 
George  Washington  could  no  more  have  taken 
that  Jacobin  oracle  out  of  the  State  of  New  York 
to  ship  him  off  for  Paris  than  he  could  have  taken 
the  crown  of  George  III.  out  of  the  Tower  of 
London !  There  would  have  been  tarring  and 
feathering  and  worse  if  the  attempt  had  been 
made,  and  the  essay  could  have  ended  only  in  ex¬ 
posing  still  further  the  powerlessness  of  the  central 
government,  and  the  omnipotency  of  mob  law. 
To  save  his  own  dignity,  or  to  avoid  commotion, 
the  harassed  president  again  suspended  the  de¬ 
cision;  and  in  the  end  nothing  came  of  his  pro¬ 
position.*  Washington  asked  Jefferson  what  he 
would  do,  as  secretary  of  state,  if  Genet  should 
send  in  his  threatened  accusation  and  appeal  to 
Congress  to  the  executive,  to  be  by  it  communi¬ 
cated  to  Congress.  Jefferson  replied,  that  he 
would  not  present  them  to  Congress,  but  would 
either  send  them  back  to  Genet  or  publish  them 
in  the  newspapers. 

In  the  meanwhile,  having  received  the  dispatch 
of  the  16th  of  August,  the  American  minister  at 
Paris  had  lost  no  time  in  laving  it  before  the 
French  government,  or  that  confusion  of  men  that 
then  ruled  France,  having  added  a  few  short 
arguments  of  his  own  to  show  the  necessity  of 
their  immediately  recalling  their  outrageous  envoy. 
As  there  was  a  very  lively  anxiety  to  retain  the 
Americans  as  allies,  as  the  men  to  whom  Genet 

•  Tucker,  Life  of  Jefferson. — Marshall,  Life  of  XVashington. 
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had  owed  his  appointment  w'ere  now  huddled  in 
state  prisons,  or  were  flying  for  their  lives,  and  as 
M.  Deforgues,  who  was  now  holding  for  a  few 
weeks  the  post  of  minister  for  foreign  affairs,  had 
no  friendship  or  connexion  with  Genet,  it  was 
readily  enough  admitted  that  that  envoy  had  ex¬ 
ceeded  his  powers,  and  had  insulted  the  majesty 
of  the  American  republic ;  that  his  conduct  was 
punissable  and  such  as  excited  the  liveliest  indig¬ 
nation  of  the  French  republic  ;  that  the  president 
of  the  United  States  had  done  justice  to  the  senti¬ 
ments  of  the  French  in  attributing  the  deviations 
of  the  citizen  Genet  to  causes  entirely  foreign  from 
his  instructions ;  that,  so  far  from  the  members  of 
the  French  government  having  authorised  the 
proceedings  and  criminal  manoeuvres  (les  de¬ 
marches  et  les  manoeuvres  criminelles)  of  citizen 
Genet,  their  only  aim  had  been  to  maintain  be¬ 
tween  the  two  republics  the  most  perfect  harmony, 
&c.*  The  council  of  government,  though  named 
by  the  terrible  National  Convention,  and  though 
under  the  direct  control  of  the  most  Jacobin  Co¬ 
mite  de  Salut  Public,  instantly  assured  Morris 
that  Genet  should  not  only  be  recalled,  but  also 
be  punished,  and  the  punishment  now  in  fashion 
in  Paris  was  head-lopping  by  the  guillotine.  The 
American  envoy  replied  to  this  that  the  United 
States  had  only  ordered  him  to  ask  his  recall,  and 
that  he  could  go  no  farther.  The  idea  of  the 
French  council — who,  no  doubt,  knew,  and  took 
into  delicate  consideration,  the  powerlessness  of 
President  Washington — was  to  send  over  a  French 
commission  of  three  or  four  persons  with  full 
authority  to  arrest  Genet  and  send  him  over  a 
prisoner.  The  idea  was  worthy  of  the  times  and 
of  the  two  republics  concerned.  We  are,  however, 
astonished  to  find  so  moderate,  and  humane,  and 
wise  a  man  as  Gouverneur  Morris  assenting  to  the 
proposition,  and  detaining  his  advice-boat  a  whole 
week,  in  order  to  embark  the  said  French  commis¬ 
sioners  on  board  her.f  But,  luckily  for  Genet, 
although  the  powers  and  instructions  were  all 
ready,  there  arose  some  embarrassment  about  the 
appointment  of  one  of  the  commissioners,  the 
advice-boat  sailed  without  any  of  them,  other 
delays  occurred,  and  in  a  very  brief  time  M  De¬ 
forgues  and  his  colleagues,  instead  of  being  in 
condition  to  bring  over  and  guillotine  Genet,  were 
guillotined  themselves,  or  were  captives  in  the 
Conciergerie,  or  wretched  fugitives.  .Sfo  transeunt  ! 
Thus,  in  the  new  strife  of  factions.  Genet  was  for¬ 
gotten  ;  and,  although  a  commission  was  sent  out 
to  America  in  lieu  of  an  embassy,  it  appears  that 
no  orders  were  given  to  it  for  the  seizure  of  the 
ex-minister. i  There  was  no  longer  any  prospect 
of  advancement  or  even  of  personal  security  to 
Genet  in  France  ;  his  friends  of  the  revolutionary 

*  Letter  from  M.  Defor;;ues  to  Gouverneur  Morris,  dated  Paris, 
October  loth,  179.3,  in  Lite  of  Gouveineur  Morris,  by  Jared  Sparks. 

f  Thc.se  are  Morris’s  very  words,  in  a  dispatch  to  Jefferson,  dated 
Paris,  October  I9th. 

t  The  previous  character  and  occupation  of  the  head  secretary  of 
tliis  commission  were,  however,  calculated  to  excite  some  ahirm  in 
M.  Genet.  This  secretary,  a  M.  Leblanc,  had  lately  been  at  the  head 
of  the  Paris  police  department! — Letter  from  Gouverneur  Morris  to 
George  fPashington. 
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party  were  overthrown,  the  court  patronage  of  his 
sister,  the  queen’s  first  waiting-woman,  could  no 
longer  be  of  any  use  to  him,  for  the  state  of  doubt 
and  uncertainty  was  over,  the  republicans  had 
triumphed,  the  court  was  no  more,  monarchy  was 
no  more  ;  Louis  XVI.  and  his  queen  had  perished 
on  the  scafi'old,  and  the  daupliin,  the  princess,  and 
the  king’s  sister  were  pining  in  the  Temi)le  ;  the 
Ruign  of  Terror  was  getting  to  its  height,  the 
activity  of  the  guillotine  was  appalling ;  and, 
therefore,  the  ex-minister  did  what  was  perhaps 
the  best  thing  he  could  do, — he  settled  in  the 
United  States,  and  took  up  his  citizenship  there. 
And  we  are  assured  by  American  writers  that  he 
became  a  worthy  citizen  of  their  republic.  With 
a  slight  change  in  the  order  of  the  words,  we 
would  not  dispute  the  fact. 

At  another  cabinet  consultation,  held  at  German 
Town,  for  arranging  the  speech  with  which  the 
president  was  to  open  congress,  Jefferson  hotly 
opposed  the  views  of  Washington  and  his  friends. 
Hamilton,  who  appears  to  have  been  the  most 
anxious  of  them  all  to  avoid  any  close  connexion 
with  the  turbulent,  unprincipled,  and  sanguinary 
French  republic,  and  to  preserve  peace  and  good 
fellowship  with  England,  submitted  that  the  pre¬ 
sident’s  speech  should  contain  an  unequivocal 
declaration  of  neutrality,  and  of  the  fixed  deter¬ 
mination  of  the  United  States  not  to  join  in  the 
war  as  an  ally  of  France.  Jefferson  denied  the 
right  of  the  president  to  declare  anything  of  the 
sort,  or  to  pledge  the  country  to  anything  as  to  the 
future  question  of  war  or  peace.  The  question  of 
neutrality  Jefferson  treated  in  the  spirit  of  a 
pedlar.  He  denied  that  a  frank  and  an  explicit 
declaration  of  neutrality  would  be  for  the  interest 
of  America.  On  the  contrary,  he  wished  foreign 
nations  to  be  left  in  doubt  upon  this  point,  in  order 
that  they  might  “  come  and  bid  for  our  neu~ 
traliLij”  As  on  former  occasions,  Jefferson  was 
backed  by  Randolph.  Three  days  after  this  the 
discordant  cabinet  met  again,  and  took  into  consi¬ 
deration  two  drafts  for  the  president’s  speech,  the 
one  prepared  by  Hamilton,  the  other  by  Randolph, 
who  was  but  an  echo  to  Jefferson.  General  Knox, 
the  war  secretary,  supported  Hamilton’s  draft, 
Jefferson  supported  Randolph’s,  or  his  own  ;  no 
agreement  could  be  come  to,  and  Washington, 
repeating  that  his  great  object  was  to  keep  the 
people  in  peace,  came  to  no  decision  between  the 
two  drafts.  At  two  subsequent  meetings  Jefferson 
vehemently  opposed  the  president,  and  at  the  last 
of  them  submitted  the  draft  of  a  message  to  Con¬ 
gress  on  the  subject  of  France  and  England,  which 
he  had  prepared  himself,  and  which  was  so  hostile 
towards  England  as  to  amount  almost  to  a  declara¬ 
tion  of  war.  It  w'as  viewed  in  this  light  by  Ha¬ 
milton,  who,  in  fact,  declared  that  the  invidious 
contrast  drawn  between  France  and  England  did 
amount  to_a  declaration  of  hostilities.  He  also 
said  that  the  favourable  disposition  of  the  American 
people  towaids  France  was  a  serious  calamity,  and 
that  it  ought  not  to  be  nourished  by  the  executive ; 


that  the  French  offers  of  commercial  advantages 
proceeded  from  temporary  circumstances,  which 
would  not  last  long;  and  that  he  could  prove  that 
Great  Britain  showed  America  more  favour  than 
France.  Hamilton  was  again  supported  by  Knox, 
and,  as  the  president  took  a  more  decided  tone 
than  was  usual  with  him,  the  draft  of  the  message 
was  materially  altered. 

On  account  of  the  yellow  fever,  the  president 
would  have  convened  Congress  at  some  other  place 
than  Philadelphia;  but  Jefferson  insisted  that  he 
had  not  the  power  to  convene  them  at  any  other 
place  than  that  to  which  they  had  adjourned  them¬ 
selves,  and  accordingly  Congress  met  at  Philadel¬ 
phia  on  the  2ud  of  December.  In  the  awfully  long 
speech,  which  had  at  last  been  agreed  upon  by  the 
cabinet,  and  which  'W'^ashington  delivered  on  the 
4th,  although  the  proclamation  of  neutrality  was 
justified,  the  spirit  of  peace  and  of  good  will  to 
England  was  far  from  being  so  prominent  as  Ha¬ 
milton  would  have  made  it.  The  necessity  of 
placing  the  country  in  a  condition  of  complete  de- 
ience,  and  for  exacting  from  all  nations  the  fulfil¬ 
ment  of  their  duties  towards  the  United  States, 
was  strongly  urged  ;  the  rank  due  to  the  United 
States  among  nations  was  dwelt  upon,  and  the 
States  were  told  that  they  ought  nut  to  indulge  the 
belief  that,  contrary  to  the  order  of  human  events, 
they  would  for  ever  keep  war  at  a  distance.  “  It 
must  be  known,”  said  the  president,  “  that  we  are 
at  all  times  ready  for  war.”  And  these  warlike 
observations  were  followed  by  a  recommendation  to 
augment  the  supplies  of  arms  and  ammunition  in 
the  magazines,  and  to  improve  the  militia  esta¬ 
blishment.  On  the  following  day  the  message  re¬ 
specting  England  and  France  was  delivered  to  Con¬ 
gress.  Though  altered  from  what  it  had  been  when 
submitted  by  Jefferson  to  the  cabinet,  this  message 
affirmed  that  the  representative  and  executive 
bodies  of  France  had  manifested  generally  a 
friendly  attachment  to  America,  had  given  ad¬ 
vantages  to  her  commerce  and  navigation,  and  had 
made  overtures  for  placing  these  advantages  on 
permanent  ground.  But  this  was  followed  by  com¬ 
plaints  of  some  recent  decrees  of  the  Convention, 
which  were  said  to  be  contrary  to  treaty,  and 
highly  injurious  to  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States  and  to  the  rights  of  her  flag.  The  message 
also  lamented  that  M.  Genet,  their  minister  pleni¬ 
potentiary,  had  breathed  nothing  of  the  friendly 
spirit  of  the  French  nation  that  sent  him;  that  the 
tendency  of  his  conduct  had  been  to  involve  the 
United  States  in  a  war  abroad  and  discord  and 
anarchy  at  home.  But,  that  France  might  not  be 
offended,  and  that  Great  Britain  might  not  be  too 
much  favoured,  there  followed  complaints  of  the 
conduct  of  the  British  government  in  various  par¬ 
ticulars  ;  and  it  was  very  evident  that  these  last 
complaints  found  a  much  readier  and  louder  echo 
in  Ciingress  than  the  qualified  and  softened  com¬ 
plaints  against  France.  The  wrongs  committed  by 
the  republican  government  were  heard  without 
much  emotion,  but  when  the  wrongs  alleged  to 
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have  been  committed  by  Great  Britain  were  men¬ 
tioned  the  excitement  was  tremendous.  This  dif¬ 
ference  of  feeling,  this  determination  or  instinct  to 
palliate  the  provocations  offered  by  France,  and  to 
exaggerate  and  extend  every  ground  of  quarrel 
with  England,  continued  to  mark  the  conduct  of 
this  legislature,  even  through  the  whole  of  the 
presidency  of  Washington  ;  hut,  when  he  and  his 
friends  were  removed  from  office,  the  feeling  be¬ 
came  infinitely  more  violent,  and  rendered  almost 
impracticable  any  friendly  relations  with  the 
British  government. 

Jefferson,  with  his  eye  still  directed  against 
England,  and  against  the  measures  which  she  had 
adopted  in  consequence  of  the  decrees  of  the 
French  Convention,  proposed  a  series  of  legislative 
measures,  which  should  retaliate  on  other  nations 
the  precise  restrictions  imposed  by  them  on  Ame¬ 
rican  commerce  or  navigation.  This  he  followed 
up  by  presenting  to  Congress  a  recent  decree  of  the 
National  Convention,  said  to  be  highly  favourable 
to  American  commerce.  This  compliment  to  the 
French  was  his  last  official  act  as  secretary  of  state. 
He  resigned  on  the  last  day  of  December,  1793, 
and  retired  to  the  country  to  cultivate  a  closer  con¬ 
nexion  with  the  democratic  societies  and  the  ultra¬ 
republican  party  generally,  and  to  bide  the  time 
when  the  death  or  retirement  of  Washington  and 
the  progress  of  his  own  principles  should  open  his 
way  to  the  presidency.*  The  English  or  moderate 
party  felt  and  confessed  that,  but  for  the  personal 
influence  of  Washington,  and  the  respect  in  which 

*  In  his  rptirement  at  Monticello,  which  lasted  about  three  years, 
Jeflerson  tjathered  round  him  all  those  who  opposed  the  federal  policy, 
and  the  general  policy  of  Washington,  all  the  ultra*re])ublican  party 
in  Congress,  most  of  the  members  of  Congress  from  Kentucky,  Vir¬ 
ginia,  and  the  Southern  States.  Among  his  most  fretpient  visitors  were 
iMadison  and  Munro.  It  was  here  that  most  of  the  measures  of  the 
party  in  opposition  to  Washinglon  were  concocted,  and  that  most  of 
their  bills,  resolutions,  reports,  &c.  were  written.  It  was  here  that  it 
was  settled  that  the  government,  which  Washington  had  aristocratised, 
must  be  greatly  democratised  before  theUnited  States  could  figure  as  a 
free  and  perfect  republic,  and  champion  of  the  rights  of  man. 

Disguise  it  as  he  w’ould,  all  .lotferson’s  hopes  centred  in  the  success 
of  tlie  French  anarchists,  and  his  fears,  as  well  as  his  partialities,  led 
him  to  cling  to  France,  inasmuch  as  he  had  philosophically  convinced 
his  own  mind  that,  if  F ranee  fell ,  the  American  republic  must  fall  also  1 
111  a  letter  to  an  American  citizen  of  Philadelphia  he  says;  “  Over 
the  foreign  powers  I  am  convinced  they  (the  French)  will  triumph  com¬ 
pletely  ;  and  I  cannot  but  hope  that  that  triumph,  and  the  consequent 
disgrace  of  the  invading  tyrants,  is  destined,  in  the  order  of  events,  to 
kindle  the  wrath  of  the  people  of  Europe  against  those  who  have  dared 
to  embroil  them  in  such  wickedness,  and  to  bring,  at  lengthy  'kingSy 
nohleSy  and  priests  to  the  scn/^hlds  which  they  have  been  so  long  deluging 
with  human  blood.  I  am  still  warm  whenever  I  think  of  these  scoundrels.'* 
Warm  indeed  I  Not  Robespierre,  nor  Couthou,  nor  Marat  himself, 
could  have  been  hotter  and  in  words  more  bloody.  And  this  w;is  the 
lant'uage  of  an  ex-secretary  of  state  of  the  American  republic — this  the 
Jacobinical  rhajisody  of  one  who  claimed  to  be  a  philosophical  states¬ 
man,  a  univei*8al  philanthropist.  And  at  what  a  moment  was  this 
uttered  ?  It  was  at  a  moment  when  the  French  were  not  invaded,  but 
invaders,  when  they  were  overrunnitig  all  the  countries  in  their  neigh¬ 
bourhood,  and  labouring  to  revolutionise  every  country  in  Europe  by 
means  of  propagandists,  secret  societies,  clubs,  plots,  and  conspiracies 
— when  they  were  every  day  and  every  hour  infringing  the  law  of  na¬ 
tions — when  they  had  ileclarcd  in  their  heart  tliat  there  was  no  God, 
and  liad  set  u]i  a  common  prostitute  to  be  worshipped  a.**  the  Goddess 
of  Reason ;  wlien  they  had  tramp'cd  upon  all  that  is  most  sacred  to 
man,  and  had  made  a  mockery  of  every  domestic  virtue;  when  they 
had  brought  to  the  scathdd  nut  only  the  king,  but  also  the  ([uei*n,  and 
the  almo-t  aniielic  Princess  Elizabeth  ;  when  t)u*y  were  murdering 
nobles  and  priests  by  scores  and  by  hundreds  at  a  time  ;  wlieu  at  Paris 
every  day  wa.s  witncssinii  the  guillotine  c</rm;s,  ami  other  parts  of 
France  were  witnessing  iheir  /usilades,  and  ineirailladvs,  their  mtyndcs, 
and  miiriages  republicdins.  and  when  the  Vendee  was  converted  into 
a  shambles  !  ScalloUU  and  l)lo<id,  forsooth  !  Whv,  between  the  guil¬ 
lotine  en  permanence  and  the  other  processes  of  destruction,  there  was 
blood  enough  sheilding  in  France  to  have  satisfied  the  most  ravenous 
appetite  of  a  Nero  1 
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he  was  still  held  hy  the  great  body  of  the  people, 
it  would  not  have  been  found  possible,  even  at  the 
beginning  of  1794,  to  prevent  a  war  with  England 
and  the  closest  alliance  with  the  French  Jacobins 
and  Robespierre — for  with  that  great  “  Incor¬ 
ruptible,”  and  with  Saint-Just  and  Couthou,  the 
moral  republicans  of  the  United  States  must  now 
have  treated. 

Madison,  who  remained  at  his  post,  and  who 
worked  out  in  Congress  the  projects,  and  views  of 
Jefferson  and  the  French  party,  took  up  that  series 
of  retaliatory  measures  which  Jefferson  had  sug¬ 
gested,  and  he  recommended  their  immediate  adop¬ 
tion,  although  they  should  lead  to  a  war  with  Great 
Britain,  or  to  the  interruption  of  all  communication 
with  a  nation  which  had  conducted  itself  so  atro¬ 
ciously  (for  such  was  the  gentle  language  employed 
by  this  party  in  regard  to  England).  The  fede¬ 
ralists,  or  the  president’s  party,  opposed  the  reso¬ 
lutions  which  Madison  moved,  and  exposed  the 
glaring  inaccuracy  of  his  facts ;  but  nevertheless 
some  of  the  resolutions  were  carried  by  a  small 
majority,  and  the  French  and  war  party  again 
hailed  the  prospect  of  an  immediate  declaration  of 
hostilities  against  England.  Washington,  however, 
would  not  yield  to  the  storm,  and  he  induced  his 
cabinet  to  agree  to  send  Jay,  now  the  chief-justice 
of  the  republic,  as  minister  to  England,  there  to 
negotiate  for  some  amicable  arrangement.  But 
before  Jay  took  his  departure  an  embargo  was  laid 
upon  all  the  British  shipping  in  American  ports, 
and  all  intercourse  with  Great  Britain  was  prohi¬ 
bited  until  her  government  should  make  full  com¬ 
pensation  for  all  injuries,  &c.  In  the  debates  which 
preceded  the  voting  of  these  measures,  the  Hall  of 
Congress  wore  a  pretty  close  resemblance  to  the 
National  Convention  or  to  the  Jacobin  Club  at 
Paris  :  the  French  and  English  parties  lost  all 
command  of  temper  and  of  tongue,  and  the  mob 
in  the  galleries  took  part  in  the  debate.  Some 
historical  truths  were  expressed  which  w'cnt  to 
lower  the  glory  of  their  revolution  and  war  of  in¬ 
dependence,  and  to  moderate — if  anything  could 
moderate — the  overweening  vanity  of  the  Ame¬ 
rican  people.  A  member  of  the  federal  party  said 
that  everything  was  sacrificed  to  France  and  to 
French  partialities ;  that  the  measures  now  pro¬ 
posed  had  French  stamped  upon  the  very  face  of 
them.  This  roused  the  fury  of  a  Colonel  Parker, 
a  disciple  of  the  Jefferson  and  Madison  school. 
The- colonel  wished  there  was  a  stamp  on  the  fore¬ 
head  of  every  man,  to  designate  whether  he  was 
for  France  or  for  Britain.  For  himself,  he  would 
not  be  silent  and  hear  that  nation  abused  to  whom 
America  was  indebted  for  her  rank  as  a  nation. 
He  was  firmly  persuaded  tliat,  but  for  the  aid  of 
France  in  the  last  war,  those  gentlemen  now  on  the 
floor,  who  prided  themselves  in  abu^ing  her,  would 
not  have  had  an  opportunity,  in  tliat  place,  of  doing 
it.  This  produced  a  tremendous  clajiping  and 
cheering  in  the  galleries  ;  the  mob  tlius  assenting 
to  the  indisputable  truth,  that  it  was  not  American 
arms  that  had  achieved  American  independence. 
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The  National  Assembly  had  begun  at  a  very 
early  period  to  issue  decrees,  and  to  make  innova¬ 
tions,  which  demanded  retaliatory  measures  on  the 
part  of  the  British  government.  True  to  no  prin¬ 
ciple,  old  or  new,  legislating  on  the  spur  of  the 
moment,  and  for  the  wants  or  the  passions  of  the 
moment,  frequently  contradicting  their  own  axioms, 
and  almost  always  referring  to  crudities  which  they 
called  first  principles  of  the  law  of  nature,  these 
French  revolutionists,  from  Brissot  downwards, 
made  an  unintelligible  galimatias,  and  set  it  up  as 
the  law  of  nations  according  to  the  new  light  of 
reason.  Thus  they  declared  that  corn  and  other 
provisions  should  no  longer  be  considered  as 
articles  contraband  of  war  ;  and  thus,  on  the  9th 
of  May,  1793,  the  Convention  issued  a  decree  au¬ 
thorising  their  armed  vessels  to  seize  and  carry  into 
a  port  all  neutral  vessels  laden  with  provisions  and 
bound  to  an  enemy’s  port,  or  having  on  board 
merchandise  belonging  to  an  enemy.  Such  mer¬ 
chandise  was  to  be  kept  as  lawful  prize ;  but  the 
provisions,  when  proved  to  be  the  property  of  neu¬ 
trals,  were  to  be  paid  for,  according  to  the  market 
price  in  the  ports  to  which  they  were  originally 
bound.  As  there  was  a  dearth  in  France,  no  time 
was  lost  in  carrying  this  decree  into  operation. 
Some  American  vessels,  laden  with  provisions,  were 
seized  forthwith.  Gouverueur  Morris  remonstrated, 
and  claimed  an  exemption  in  favour  of  the  Ame¬ 
rican  flag,  by  right  of  the  treaty  existing  between 
the  two  countries.  Nothing  could  well  be  more 
vexatious  than  the  conduct  of  the  so-called  French 
government.  At  first  they  admitted  that  the  decree 
was  contrary  to  the  treaty ;  and  decreed,  on  the 
23rd  of  May,  that  the  vessels  of  the  United  States 
were  not  comprehended  in  the  decree  of  the  9th  of 
May.  On  the  28th  of  May  they  revoked  their 
exempting  decree  of  the  23rd.  Hereupon  the  Ame¬ 
rican  minister  renewed  his  remonstrances  ;  but  M. 
Lebrun,  the  minister  for  foreign  affairs,  was  en  etat 
d’ arrestation,  or  on  the  high  road  to  the  guillotine, 
and  the  month  of  June  passed  without  any  satis¬ 
faction  given  to  Gouverueur  Morris.  About  the 
middle  of  June  the  American  ship  ‘  Little  Cherub,’ 
having  on  board  a  rich  cargo,  was  attacked  and 
taken,  near  Dunkirk,  by  the  privateer  ‘  Le  vrai 
Patriote,’  and  a  lugger  belonging  to  the  French 
republic.  According  to  Gouverneur  Morris’s  re¬ 
port,  the  captain  and  crew  were  very  ill  treated, 
although  they  made  no  resistance  ;  and,  the  French 
having  entire  possession  of  the  American  ship,  one 
of  them  seized  the  second  mate  by  the  collar,  and 
without  any  provocation  blew  his  brains  out.  To 
Morris’s  loud  remonstrance  on  this  atrocious  affair 
the  bloody  Comite  de  Salut  Public,  which  was  now 
directing  all  affairs,  replied  that,  if  the  statements 
set  forth  by  the  American  minister  were  true,  then 
and  in  that  case  a  flagrant  violation  of  the  right  of 
nations,  and  of  treaties  concluded  with  free  Ame¬ 
ricans,  had  been  committed,  &c.  ;  that  it  was  the 
part  of  honour  and  justice  to  avenge  this  atrocious 
violation  of  all  law,  and  to  give  to  the  captain 
of  the  ‘  Little  Cherub  ’  every  satisfaction  which 
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was  due  to  him  ;  that  the  privateers  had  infringed 
not  only  the  laws  of  war,  but  those  of  hospitality 
and  gratitude  ;  that,  besides  the  ties  of  fraternity 
which  united  the  two  nations,  the  French  republic 
had  the  strongest  interest  to  favour  the/7’ee  Ame¬ 
ricans,  and  to  take  their  vessels  under  its  special 
protection ;  that  the  United  States  were  becoming 
more  and  more  the  granary  of  France  and  her  co¬ 
lonies,  that  they  had  manifested  the  best  disposi¬ 
tion  to  aid  France,  and  that  the  courage  they  harl 
shown  in  formally  recognising  the  French  republic, 
in  spite  of  the  intrigues  of  England,  proved  that 
their  friendship  for  the  French  was  above  all  po¬ 
litical  and  interested  views  and,  finally,  that 
from  these  considerations  it  was  evident  that  the 
murder  committed  on  board  the  ‘  Little  Cherub  ’ 
ought  to  be  severely  punished,  that  the  American 
captain  ought  to  receive  ample  indemnity,  and  that, 
in  conformity  with  the  existing  treaty,  American 
vessels  should  enjoy  fully  the  advantage  resulting 
from  their  neutrality,  “  inasmuch  as  this  neutrality 
facilitates  the  supplies  of  provisions  to  the  French 
republic  and  her  colonies.”  On  the  1st  of  July 
another  decree  was  issued,  renewing  the  exempting 
decree  of  the  23rd  of  May  :  but  this  decree  was 
again  revoked  by  another  dated  on  the  27th  of  July ; 
and  thus  the  original  decree  of  the  9th  of  May  re¬ 
mained  in  full  force  against  the  Americans,  as 
against  all  other  neutrals.  Gouverneur  Morris  di¬ 
rected  the  American  consul  or  agent  at  Dunkirk 
to  cause  a  prosecution  to  be  commenced  against 
the  murderer  of  the  ill-starred  second  mate ;  but, 
for  his  interference  in  the  matter,  the  said  Ame¬ 
rican  consul  or  agent  was  arrested  by  the  Dunkirk 
patriots  and  Jacobins,  and  clapped  up  in  prison  as 
suspect.  The  ruffian  who  committed  the  murder 
was  acquitted  by  a  Jacobin  jury  on  the  testimonv 
of  his  comrades  and  brother  privateers,  in  direct 
contradiction  to  the  testimony  of  the  American 
master  and  crew.  Instead  of  giving  indemnities, 
the  French  kept  the  cargo  of  the  ‘  Little  Cherub ;’ 
and  at  nearly  tbe  same  moment  they  seized  a  num¬ 
ber  of  American  vessels  at  Bordeaux.  Morris 
W'ould  have  remonstrated  in  a  higher  tone  than  he 
had  hitherto  done,  but  he  evidently  stood  in  fear  of 
the  sanguinary  mob  that  was  now'  ruling  France, 
and  the  instructions  which  he  was  receiving  from 
Jefferson,  as  secretary  of  state,  were  constantly  re¬ 
commending  him  to  be  calm  and  patient,  and  to 
preserve  at  all  hazards  the  friendship  of  the  French 
republic.  Besides,  this  American  minister  pleni¬ 
potentiary  was  receiving  frequent  intimations  that 
be  was  to  be  superseded  by  some  American  citizen 
of  a  more  democratic  turn.  Thus  Gouverneur 
Morris  submitted  to  wrongs  and  insults  which 
ought  never  to  have  been  borne  by  the  repre¬ 
sentative  of  a  nation  claiming  to  be  free,  great, 
and  glorious ;  and  he  was  either  silent  altogether 
or  remonstrated  in  a  tone  of  timidity  and  inde¬ 
cision.* 

It  was  not  to  be  expected  that  England  should 

•  .t.ircd  Sparks,  LU'u  and  Writings  of  Gouverneur  Morris,  lioston, 
1832. 
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submit  to  this  new  maritime  code,  or  that,  having 
the  power  to  prevent  it,  she  should  permit  the 
United  States  to  be  made  the  granary  of  France 
and  her  colonies.  On  ihe  8th  of  June,  1793,  or  a 
month  all  but  one  day  after  the  issuing  of  the 
French  decree,  which  we  have  seen  revoked  and 
confirmed,  revoked  again  and  again  confirmed,  all 
in  tlie  space  of  a  few  weeks,  and  which  decree  was 
ultimately  left  in  full  force,  the  British  government 
issued  an  order  in  council,  which,  under  the  title  of 
“  Additional  instructions  to  British  ships  of  war,” 
authorised  them  to  stop  all  vessels  loaded  with  groin 
and  bound  for  France;  and  to  send  them  into  the 
most  convenient  port,  in  order  that  their  cargoes 
might  be  purchased  by  the  British  government ; 
to  seize  all  ships  attempting  to  enter  ports  declared 
to  be  blockaded,  &c.  Jefi’erson,  who  had  sung  in 
so  soft  a  note  with  the  French,  and  who  had  opposed 
indemnifying  us  for  Biitish  ships  and  property 
seized  in  American  rivers  and  roadsteads  by  pri¬ 
vateers  w'hich  were  fitted  out  in  American  ports, 
and  which  in  several  instances  had  nothing  French 
on  board  except  M.  Genet’s  lawless,  piratical  com¬ 
mission,  now  roared  Stentor-like  against  the  British 
government  as  guilty  of  a  monstrous  violation  of 
the  law  of  nations  and  the  rights  of  neutrals.  Mr. 
Hammond,  our  envoy,  replied,  in  a  mild  and  con¬ 
ciliating,  but  manly  tone,  that  by  the  law  of  nations 
provisions  were  articles  contraband  of  war,  parti¬ 
cularly  where  the  depriving  an  enemy  of  such  sup¬ 
plies  was  one  of  the  means  intended  to  be  employed 
for  reducing  him  to  reasonable  terms  of  peace  ; 
that  the  actual  situation  of  France,  and  her  avowed 
principle  of  hostility  against  all  the  established  go¬ 
vernments  of  Europe,  rendered  the  principle  con¬ 
tained  in  our  order  in  council  particularly  appli¬ 
cable  to  the  present  case,  and  the  more  so  from 
the  mode  in  which  trade  was  carried  on  by  the 
ruling  powers  in  France,  who  had  decreed  that  all 
neutral  vessels  laden  with  provisions  and  bound  to 
an  enemy’s  port  should  be  seized  ;  that  our  order 
in  council,  instead  of  declaring  all  provisions  con¬ 
traband,  as  the  preceding  considerations  would  have 
justified,  was  meant  to  extend  only  to  corn,  and 
even  in  intercepting  this  the  British  government 
secured  to  the  neutral  owner  the  fair  and  full  value 
of  his  corn.  But  Jefferson  insisted  that  the  law  of 
nations  was  otherwise,  that  our  order  in  council  of 
the  8th  of  June  was  intended  to  ruin  the  agriculture 
and  commerce  of  the  United  States,  and  that  pro¬ 
visions  could  not  be  considered  contraband  in  any 
case  but  that  of  a  place  actually  blockaded  by  a 
force  sufificient  to  make  the  blockade  good.  The 
dispute  was  prolonged  in  England  betw'een  Pinck¬ 
ney,  the  American  envoy,  and  Lord  Grenville,  then 
foreign  secretary  in  the  cabinet  of  his  relative  Pitt ; 
and,  in  defiance  of  the  good  rule  that  the  injuries 
first  committed  should  be  the  first  to  be  redressed, 
the  American  diplomatists  insisted  that  satisfaction 
should  be  given  for  every  American  complaint  be¬ 
fore  any  English  complaint  should  be  taken  into 
consideration.  When  reminded  of  the  date  of  the 
French  provision-seizing  decree,  and  of  the  pro¬ 
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priety  of  pressing  first  the  repeal  of  that  decree, 
to  which  our  order  in  council  was  retaliatory,  they 
took  refuge  in  an  anachronism,  they  affected  to 
confound  cause  and  effect,  and  they  attempted  to 
conceal  their  truckling  to  France,  their  subser¬ 
viency  or  their  devoted  partisanship  and  republican 
partiality,  by  talking  of  the  services  which  France 
had  rendered  to  the  United  States,  and  of  the  warm 
friendship  which  the  mass  of  the  French  people 
weie  still  known  to  entertain  for  the  citizens  of 
America.  Their  tone  was  always  on  the  verge  of 
insolence,  and  sometimes  beyond  it.  In  despotic, 
king-ridden  England  they  had  no  ground  for  that 
personal  fear  which  so  dulcified  their  tone  at  Paris. 

Another  and  an  inevitable  cause  of  quarrel  arose 
out  of  our  impressment  system,  and  out  of  the 
American  system  of  converting,  by  the  shortest  and 
least  ceremonious  processes,  British  seamen  and 
other  subjects  of  his  majesty  into  republican  citi¬ 
zens  of  the  United  States.  By  the  constitution  of 
most  of  these  federal  states  five  years’  residence 
gave  the  rights  of  citizenship  to  every  foreigner, 
and  converted  any  Englishman,  Frenchman,  Spa¬ 
niard,  German,  Dutchman,  or  native  of  any  other 
old  country  into  an  American  citizen.  But  this 
five  years’  residence  and  probation  had  become  a 
mere  theory  :  in  practice,  five  months,  or  weeks,  or 
days,  or  even  hours  sufficed  for  the  transmutation, 
and  ingenious  crimps  employed  themselves  in 
sediicing  British  seamen  from  their  ships,  from  their 
allegiance,  and  from  their  nationality  by  promising 
them  a  few  dollars  more  wages  than  they  obtained 
in  our  national  or  mercantile  navy.  There  was 
a  well-known  Yankee  adventurer  of  this  descrip¬ 
tion  who  boasted  that  he  had,  within  a  given  time, 
made  more  American  citizens  than  had  proceeded 
from  all  the  prolific  matrons  of  the  state  to  wdiich 
he  belonged — and  not  babes  and  sucklings,  but  full- 
grown  able-bodied  men,  citizens  that  sprung  into 
life,  as  the  Republic  herself  had  done,  in  a  state  of 
ripeness  and  perfection,  without  going  through  the 
antecedent  stages  of  existence.  In  Boston,  in  New 
York,  in  nearly  all  the  large  seaport  towns  of  the 
Union,  there  were  bureaux,  or  register-offices,  or 
manufactories  of  American  citizens,  w'here  English 
deserters  and  others,  upon  payment  of  a  small  fee, 
received  a  certificate  of  citizenship.  In  most  cases 
this  was  done  in  a  barefaced  manner,  with  the  sanc¬ 
tion  or  connivance  of  the  local  government;  but 
in  some  cases  tricks  and  jugglings  were  resorted  to 
in  order  to  save  appearances,  and  perhaps,  also,  to 
soothe  or  cheat  the  delicate  consciences  of  some  of 
the  lawgivers.  There  was  an  old  woman  in  one  of 
these  seaport  towns  who  was  mother  or  foster-nurse 
to  a  host  of  these  Gracchi.  She,  too,  had  a  con¬ 
science,  and  tried  to  cheat  it  and  the  devil.  She 
kept  a  big  cradle,  made  for  the  purpose  of  rocking 
full-grown  British  subjects  who  were  to  be  con¬ 
verted  in  a  hurry  into  American  citizens,  in  order 
that,  when  testimony  should  be  called  for  to  prove 
their  birth,  she  might  with  a  safe  conscience  swear 
she  had  known  them  from  their  cradle.*  To  escape 

♦  This  piquant  anecdote  is  told  by  a  distinguished  English  diplo* 
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from  our  press-gangs  many  of  our  seamen  fled  from 
our  merchant  vessels,  where  they  were  liable  to  he 
seized,  entered  American  trading-vessels  as  natives 
or  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  found  skippers 
and  shipmates  ready  to  swear  they  were  such.  The 
common  descent  and  common  language  of  the  two  na¬ 
tions  made  discovery  very  difficult ;  the  English  run¬ 
agates  soon  picked  up  a  few  Americanisms,  a  few  of 
the  common  flowers  of  rhetoric,  and  the  nasal  twang 
w'as  to  be  acquired  in  less  than  five  years.  But  at  times 
it  would  happen  that  the  reported  American  citizen 
would  have,  on  the  fleshy  part  of  his  arm,  those 
indelible  marks  which  sailors  used  to  love  to  pro¬ 
duce  with  puncturing  and  gunpowder — a  blue  piece 
of  tatoo,  giving  his  real  English  name  and  the  name 
of  the  British  ship  in  which  he  had  served  ;  and  it 
happened  still  more  frequently  that  among  the 
officers  and  crew  of  some  English  man-of-war 
searching  the  suspected  American  vessel  there 
would  be  some  that  could  recognise  and  swear  to 
the  identity  of  the  newly  and  irregularly  made 
American  citizen — who  could  detect  in  many  a 
Jonathan  a  real  Jack,  that  had  either  deserted  from 
the  king’s  service  or  had  transferred  himself  from 
our  merchant  service  for  the  reasons  above  men¬ 
tioned  or  for  other  reasons  equally  weighty.  Yet, 
even  here  a  lapse  of  time  or  strong  resemblances 
might  deceive,  and  grievous  though  involuntary 
mistakes  might  be  committed.  And,  besides,  some 
of  our  more  hasty  officers,  irritated  by.the  notorious 
practices  of  the  Americans  and  by  the  frequent 
desertion  of  their  men,  might  occasionally  be  not 
over-scrupulous  in  examining  identities  or  in  seizing 
sailors  reported  to  be  Englishmen.  Our  govern¬ 
ment,  however,  always  disclaimed  such  practices, 
and  never  refused  satisfaction  when  it  was  fairly 
proved  that  the  seamen  so  seized  were  natives  or 
bond  fide  citizens  of  the  United  States.  Jefferson 
had  been  incessantly  complaining  that  the  American 
navigation  and  commerce  were  suffering  from  Bri¬ 
tish  violence  wrongs  which  were  never  offered  to 
their  flag  by  any  other  nation.  He  sternly  rejected 
a  proposal  made  by  our  government,  that  the  true 
American  seamen  should  always  carry  about  with 
them  certificates  of  their  citizenship.  The  English 
minister  must  have  known  how  such  certificates 
were  procured,  but,  such  as  they  w'ere,  he  offered 
to  cause  them  to  be  respected.  Jefferson  held  that 
the  simplest  rule  would  be,  that  a  vessel  being 
American  should  be  evidence  that  all  on  board  her 
were  Americans  also,  or  that  the  flag  ought  to  pro¬ 
claim  the  citizenship  of  the  whole  crew,  and  not 
allow  of  any  search  or  press.  This  principle  was 
altogether  inadmissible.  The  correspondence  and 
the  verbal  communications  assumed,  on  the  part -of 
the  republicans,  a  very  angry  tone,  and  nothing  rvas 
settled  when  Jay  arrived  in  London,  with  such 
powers  as  President  Washington  could  give  to  nego¬ 
tiate  a  treaty. 

matist,  who  resided  a  long  time  in  the  country,  and  who  was  calm 
and  considerate  in  judgingof  the  government,  and  «'f  the  cliaracter  and 
habit*  of  tlie  .\merican  people. — See  Notes  on  the  United  Statev,  by 
the  Right  lion.  Sir  Augustus  Foster,  Bart.,  London,  1841  (Unpub¬ 
lished),  as  quoted  in  Quarterly  Review,  No.  CXXXV. 


The  American  envoy  found  a  strong  disposition 
in  Pitt  to  conciliate  the  irritable  republic,  and  to 
keep  her  from  joining  the  French  Jacobins  in  the 
war.*  As  Jav,  in  common  with  all  his  party, 
believed  that  any  closer  alliance  with  the  French 
anarchists  would  inevitably  lead  to  the  entire 
ascendancy  of  the  ultra-democratic  party  at  home, 
and  to  an  anarchy  in  the  United  States,  he  met  Pitt 
more  than  half  way,  and  finally — on  the  19th  of 
November,  1794 — he  concluded  a  treaty  of  com¬ 
merce  and  amity  with  Great  Britain  which,  unfor¬ 
tunately,  left  still  unsettled  various  causes  of  disa¬ 
greement,  f  This  treaty  arrived  in  the  United  States 
early  in  March,  1795,  and  produced  among  the 
French  and  democratic  party  a  storm  which  is 
supposed  never  to  have  been  equalled  since.  On 
the  8th  of  June,  Washington,  as  president,  convened 
the  senate  for  the  purpose  of  considering  the  treaty  ; 
and  on  the  24th  the  senators,  by  the  requisite  majo¬ 
rity,  advised  its  ratification,  with  the  exception  of 
one  article  which  Jay  had  clearly  admitted  by  mis¬ 
take,  and  to  rescind  which  there  could  have  been  no 
unwillingness  on  the  part  of  the  British  government. 
At  this  juncture  some  intelligence  was  received  that 
our  cruisers  and  blockading  squadrons  were  seizing 
American  provisions  going  to  France ;  and  here¬ 
upon  Washington  thought  proper  to  intimate  that 
he  would  not  ratify  the  treaty  if  those  orders  in 
council  continued  to  be  enforced.  The  senate,  with 
respect  to  some  of  its  executive  duties,  lay  under  the 
obligation  of  secrecy ;  but  in  spite  of  this  rule  a 
Virginian  member  of  that  body,  and  a  partisan  of 
the  French,  published  an  abstract  of  the  unratified 
treaty  in  a  Philadelphian  newspaper.  Although 
the  articles  contained  many  important  concessions 
on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  and  many  advantages 
for  the  Americans,  among  others  some  relaxation 
in  our  Navigation  Act,  and  a  privilege  to  trade, 
under  certain  limitations,  both  with  our  East  and 
West  India  dominions — although,  in  fact,  the  treaty 
W'as  for  that  time,  when  neither  the  absolute  free 
trade  system,  nor  the  reciprocity  system,  had  found 
much  favour  in  the  eyes  of  any  European  statesman, 
a  liberal  compact  on  our  side — although  Jay,  who 
had  negotiated  it,  declared  that  it  w'as  an  offer  of 
conciliation  and  friendship,  that  it  included  satis¬ 
faction  to  American  claims  of  justice,  that  it  was  a 
decided  deviation  from  the  old  restrictive  policy  of 
the  English  government,  and  tended  to  shock  the 
ancient  prejudices  of  the  English  people,  and  that 
it  was  such  a  treaty  as  none  but  a  strong  adminis¬ 
tration  like  Mr.  Pitt’s  would  have  ventured  upon, 
the  entire  democratic  party  exclaimed  with  one  voice 
that  it  tamely  and  basely  surrendered  the  honour, 
rights,  and  interests  of  the  United  States  at  the 
feet  of  their  most  deadly  enemy.  The  Jacobin 
clubs  which  Genet  had  put  in  operation,  and  the 
other  self-created  political  societies  which  had 

•  In  a  private  letter  to  Washington,  .Tay  .says,  “  If  there  is  not  a 
good  disposition  in  tlfe  far  greater  part  of  this  cabinet  and  nation  to¬ 
wards  us,  I  am  exceedingly  mistaken.  I  no  n^t  mean  an  ostensible 
and  temporizing,  hut  areal  good  dispositio'i.  I  wUli  it  may  have  a 
fair  trial.” 

f  See  an  account  of  this  treaty,  ante,  vol.  iii.  pp.  053,  65-1, 
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spread  over  the  country,  and  which,  to  use  Wasli- 
ington’s  words,  were  “  labouring  incessantly  to  sow 
the  seeds  of  distrust,  jealousy,  and  discontent, 
thereby  hoping  to  eft’ect  some  revolution  in  the 
government,”  took  up  the  subject  of  the  treaty ; 
popular  meetings  were  called  and  held  in  all  the 
large  towns,  and  the  demagogues  harangued  and 
the  newspapers  screamed.  According  to  a  native 
writer  of  the  Jefferson  school,  the  hubbub  was  the 
louder  on  account  of  the  successful  encroachments 
and  invasions  which  the  French  republicans  (who, 
like  the  American,  had  renounced  and  forsworn 
all  conquests),  were  making  upon  all  their  neigh¬ 
bours.  “  The  animosity  to  England  and  the  attach¬ 
ment  to  France,  who  had  already  begun  that  career 
of  military  success  which  filled  all  Europe  with 
astonishment  and  alarm,  were  now  at  their  height ; 
and  they  were  of  themselves  sufficient  to  insure  the 
condemnation  of  any  treaty  with  England,  however 
fair  or  reciprocal.”*  An  American  writer  of 
another  school  honestly  confesses  that  these  present 
passions  boded  ill  for  any  future  friendship  between 
tlie  old  mother  country  and  her  emancipated  colo¬ 
nies  ;  that  the  sentiments  called  forth  on  this 
occasion  demonstrated,  that  no  possible,  adjustment 
of  differences  with  Great  Britain,  no  possible 
arrangement  which  might  promise  Vi.  future  friendly 
intercourse  with  that  nation,  could  be  satisfactory.! 
The  French  and  democratic  party  insisted  that  any 
treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  with  England  was  a 
degrading  insult  to  the  American  people,  a  pusilla¬ 
nimous  surrender  of  their  honour,  an  insidious 
injury  to  France,  an  abandonment  of  the  a7icient 
ally  of  the  United  States,  whose  friendship  had 
given  them  independence,  and  whose  splendid 
victories  still  protected  them,  for  a  close  conne.xion 
with  the  natural  enemy  of  that  ally,  and  with  the 
enemy  of  human  liberty  and  the  rights  of  man  ! 
Jay  was  reviled  for  having  negotiated  the  treaty; 
the  senators  were  charged  with  downright  corrup¬ 
tion  and  treason  against  the  people  for  having  con¬ 
ditionally  ratified  it ;  and  Washington  himself  only 
escajied  the  toul  imputation  of  corruption  to  be  set 
down  as  a  fool,  or  as  the  dupe  of  the  English  party 
who  surrounded  him.  The  jiresident,  according  to 
his  custom,  had  retired  to  pause  and  ponder,  at  his 
country  house  on  Mount  Vernon.  Jefferson,  who 
remained  in  his  retirement  at  Monticello,  did  his 
best  to  keep  up  the  cry  against  the  treaty,  which  he 
called  “an  execrable  thing,”  an  “infamous  act,” 
“a  treaty  of  alliance  between  England  and  the 
Anglo-men  of  this  country  against  the  legislature  and 
people.”  Filled  with  anxiety  and  with  alarms — 
the  least  of  which  was  not  his  belief  that  the  demo¬ 
crats  would  induce  the  French  to  believe  that  the 
treaty  was  really  calculated  to  favour  England  at 
the  expense  of  France — Washington  quitted  Mount 
Vernon  much  sooner  than  he  intended,  <and  has¬ 
tened  to  Philadelphia,  the  seat  of  the  central  govern¬ 
ment.  He  was  cheered  by  a  counter-current  which 
set  m  from  New  York,  where  the  merchants,  whose 

*  TiutktT. 
i*  Judge  Murshall. 
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prosperity  almost  entirely  depended  upon  English 
capital,  voted  in  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  reso¬ 
lutions  expressive  of  their  aj)probation  of  the  English 
treaty.  He  answered,  in  a  firmer  tone  than  he  had 
hitherto  used,  the  Select  Men  of  the  town  of  Boston 
who  had  remonstrated  with  him  against  giving  his 
assent  to  the  abominable  treaty.  He  reminded  them 
that  the  republican  constitution  had  assigned  to  the 
president  the  power  of  making  treaties,  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  senate.  Seeing  that 
delay  would  but  swell  the  popular  tempest,  he  had 
by  this  time  made  up  his  mind  to  ratify  the  treaty 
without  waiting  for  the  revocation  of  our  order  in 
council  about  provisions.  All  his  cabinet  agreed 
with  him  except  Jefferson’s  successor,  who  main¬ 
tained  that  during  the  existence  of  the  said  provi¬ 
sion  order,  and  during  the  war  between  Britain  and 
France,  the  treaty  ought  not  to  be  concluded ;  and 
on  the  12th  of  August,  1795,  the  resolution  was 
adopted  to  ratify  the  treaty  immediately,  and  to 
accompany  the  ratification  with  a  strong  memorial 
against  the  provision  order.  This  was  done;  and, 
to  show  his  earnest  wish  for  a  good  understanding 
with  the  United  States,  Pitt  revoked  the  order,  and 
the  ratifications  of  the  treaty  were  exchanged. 

There  was  a  lull  of  the  storm  until  February, 
1796,  when  the  treaty,  in  its  completed  form,  was 
announced  to  the  American  nation  by  a  proclama¬ 
tion,  a  copy  of  which  was  sent  to  Congress,  then 
sitting.  The  House  of  representatives,  who  had 
previously  shown  an  aversion  to  the  treaty,  now 
complained  that  they  had  been  treated  with  great 
disrespect,  and  proceeded  to  question  the  right  of 
the  president  and  senate  to  conclude  any  treaty 
without  the  consent  of  the  representatives  of  the 
people.  The  president’s  friends  in  that  House 
were  outvoted  by  very  large  majorities;  but  the 
president  remained  firm,  and  eventually  the  repre¬ 
sentatives  voted  the  appropriations  necessary  to  the 
treaty  without  deciding  the  constitutional  question. 
Jefferson,  Madison,  and  Gallatin  threw  their  whole 
weight  into  the  scale  of  opposition,  and  bitterly 
assailed  Washington  after  his  triumph.  It  seems 
to  be  admitted  on  all  hands  that  nothing  but  the 
personal  popularity  and  the  firmness  of  the  presi¬ 
dent  could  have  carried  him  through,  or  could  have 
prevented,  even  now,  the  French  democratic  party 
from  throwing  back  the  treaty  into  the  face  of 
England,  and  from  thus  provoldng  an  immediate 
war.  Jefferson  wrote  a  letter  to  an  Italian  friend 
who  had  resided  in  Ameriea,  and  who  entertained 
congenial  political  tastes.  In  this  letter,  which  was 
translated  and  published  both  at  Florence  and  at 
Paris  (in  the  latter  city  it  made  its  ajtpearance  in 
the  official  Moniteur),  and  which  seems  to  have 
been  intended  by  the  writer  of  it  to  he  so  published, 
Jefferson  held  up  Washington  and  his  j)arty  to  the 
e.xecration  of  all  true  democrats,  and  liberty  and 
equality  men.  According  to  this  slave  holding 
Virginian  and  ex-secretary-of-state,  all  liberty  and 
republicanism  were  flying  away  from  America,  to 
give  place  to  an  Anglican,  monarchical,  and  aristo- 
cratical  party,  whose  avowed  object  was  to  draw 
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over  the  country  the  substance,  as  they  had  already 
done  the  forms,  of  the  British  government : — 
against  the  true  republican  citizens  were  ranged  the 
executive,  the  judiciary,  two  out  of  three  branches 
of  the  legislature,  all  theothcers  of  the  government, 
all  who  wanted  to  become  officers,  all  timid  men 
who  preferred  the  calm  of  despotism  to  the  bois¬ 
terous  sea  of  liberty ;  British  merchants,  and  Ame¬ 
ricans  trading  on  British  capitals  ;  speculators,  and 
holders  of  stock  in  the  banks  and  public  funds,  &c. 
“It  would  give  you  a  fever,”  said  Jefferson  to  his 
Tuscan  democrat,  “  were  I  to  name  to  you  the 
apostates  who  have  gone  over  to  these  heresies ;  men 
who  were  Samsons  in  the  field  and  Solomons  in  the 
council,  but  who  have  had  their  heads  shorn  by  the 
harlot  England!”  This  letter  was  re-translated 
out  of  the  French  of  the  Moniteur,  was  published 
in  the  English  newspapers,  and,  being  wafted  across 
the  Atlantic,  it  found  its  way  into  the  American 
papers. 

Washington  had  not  overrated  the  effect  which 
the  ravings  of  the  democratic  party  would  produce 
on  the  minds  of  the  French,  to  whom  the  notion  of 
any  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain  was  insupportable.  The  French  executive 
forthwith  accused  the  American  executive  of  the 
basest  ingratitude,  of  cunning,  reservation,  and 
double  dealing;  of  having  sold  themselves  to  the 
tyrant  George  III.,  and  of  having  thus  renounced 
the  amity  and  provoked  the  resentment  of  the 
Grande  Repiihlique.  These  public  demonstrations 
were  accompanied  by  secret  designs  of  a  very  hostile 
and  pernicious  nature.  Through  a  private  channel 
President  Washington  received  information  that  the 
special  agents  of  the  French  executive  in  the  West 
India  islands  were  about  to  issue  orders  for  the 
capture  of  all  American  vessels,  laden  wholly  or 
partially  with  provisions,  and  bound  for  any  port 
within  the  dominions  of  the  British  crown.  Now 
a  very  important  part  of  the  trade  of  the  United 
States  consisted  of  exports  of  provisions  to  our  West 
India  colonies.  Monroe,  who  had  succeeded  Gou- 
verneur  Morris  as  American  minister  at  Paris,  was 
recalled,  as  being  but  too  likely  to  second  the  wishes 
of  the  democratic  party,  and  Charles  Pinckney, 
brother  of  T.  Pinckney,  the  late  minister  at  London, 
was  selected  by  Washington  to  succeed  him.  This 
appointment  was  made  in  the  summer  of  1796,  but 
Pinckney  did  not  arrive  at  Paris  till  the  month  of 
November,  and  before  any  dispatches  relating  the 
insults  which  had  been  put  upon  him  could  be 
received  in  the  United  States,  Washington  had 
ceased  to  be  president.  It  had  been  thought  that 
he  would  stand  another  election,  hut  in  the  month 
of  September  Washington  publicly  announced  his 
intention  of  withdrawing  entirely  from  the  toils  of 
office,  and  put  forth  a  long  document  which  is  called 
his  valedictory  address  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States.  The  two  great  parties  now  brought  forward 
their  respective  chiefs  :  John  Adams  the  elder,  and 
T.  Pinckney,  the  late  minister  at  London,  were 
supported  for  the  offices  of  president  and  vice-presi¬ 
dent  by  the  English  party,  or  federalists,  or  Wash- 
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ingtonians ;  the  whole  force  of  the  French  party 
was  exerted  in  favour  of  Jefferson,  who,  notwith¬ 
standing  his  manifold  declarations  that  he  had  done 
for  ever  with  public  life,  now  aspired  to  be  the 
successor  of  Washington,  to  change  his  entire  svs- 
tem,  and  to  bring  in  one  of  his  own  party  as  vice- 
president.  The  contest  was  excessively  sharp,  and 
see.med  at  one  time  doubtful,  but  in  the  end  the 
federalists  proved  a  trifle  stronger  than  the  anti-fede¬ 
ralists,  and  J.  Adams,  by  a  majority  of  three  votes 
over  Jefferson,  was  elected  president  of  the  United 
States.  The  curious  constitution  of  the  republic 
must  be  read  by  those  who  wish  to  have  a  clear 
notion  of  the  mode  of  electing  the  two  chief  magis¬ 
trates  ;  but  it  will  suffice  here  to  state  that  Jefferson, 
the  candidate  for  the  presidency,  having  more 
votes  than  T.  Pinckney,  the  candidate  for  the  vice¬ 
presidency,  was  considered,  in  conformity  with  the 
American  constitution,  to  he  duly  elected  to  the 
latter  office.  It  seemed  strange  to  many,  that  the 
political  rival  of  Washington  should  accept  the 
inferior  post  and  hold  office  under  Adams,  one  of 
the  most  decided  of  the  federalists  or  Anglo-men  ; 
but  Jefferson  was  deeply  in  debt,  and  the  salary 
attached  to  the  vice-presidency  was  an  important 
object  in  his  calculations  ;  and,  moreover,  if  Adams 
should  chance  to  die  during  the  fi.ved  term  of  office, 
the  president’s  chair,  with  its  higher  salary  and 
greater  prerogatives,  would  lie  open  to  the  acting 
vice-president.  The  pains  which  Jefferson  took  to 
mystify  some  of  his  friends  and  conceal  his  motives 
can  impose  only  on  very  credulous  minds.  There 
was  still  another  circumstance  to  render  the  infe¬ 
rior  post  he  took  not  unacceptable  or  unprofitable 
to  the  projects  he  had  in  view  : — the  vice-president 
is,  by  right  of  that  office,  chairman,  or  speaker,  or 
president  of  the  American  senate,  having  a  casting 
voice,  which  was  then  of  very  great  value,  as  the 
number  of  senators  was  only  thirty-two.  And  in  this 
capacity  Jefferson  might  hope,  by  his  ability  and 
eloquence,  and  his  practised  turn  for  political  in¬ 
trigue,  to  win  over  or  democratize  some  of  the 
senators.  According  to  the  American  system  there 
was  nothing  anomalous,  or  any  way  wrong,  in  a  con¬ 
flict  of  opinions  and  views  between  the  chief  magis¬ 
trate  of  the  republic  and  his  cabinet  ministers, 
or  between  the  president  and  the  vice-president, 
and  therefore  Jefferson  immediately  set  himself  in 
opposition  to  Adams,  and  thwarted  or  attempted  to 
thwart  nearly  all  the  new  president’s  measures,  but 
most  of  all  those  which  went  to  secure  the  friend¬ 
ship  of  England  and  the  maintenance  of  the  treaty 
which  Washington  had  concluded  with  her.  Fancy 
and  fiction  have  been  resorted  to  in  order  to  describe 
the  pleasant  solitudes  of  Mount  Vernon,  and  the 
happy,  tranquil  days  which  closed  the  life  of  the 
great  Liberator ;  but,  if  we  do  not  greatly  err,  the 
eye  of  truth  would  have  discovered  in  that  retire¬ 
ment,  a  proud  old  man,  with  his  pride  wounded  and 
his  hopes  blighted,  with  little  to  please  him  in  the 
present  aspect  of  affairs,  and  with  nothing  but  doubt 
and  anxiety  for  the  future  fate  of  his  country.  At 
the  close  of  the  year  1796,  when  Washington  with- 
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drew  from  the  stage,  there  were  or  there  recently 
had  been  troubles  in  the  east  and  troubles  in  the 
west,  troubles  in  the  north  and  troubles  in  the 
south — fierce  insurrections,  with  gouging  and  nose- 
slitting,  among  the  Kentuckians,  who  wanted  exten¬ 
sion  of  territory,  and  obstinate  rebellions  against 
the  central  government  among  the  Pennsylvanians, 
who  wanted  an  exemption  from  taxes.  The  Penn¬ 
sylvanian  insurgents  had  fired  upon  the  officers  of 
the  law,  had  besieged  the  inspector-general  of  excise 
and  compelled  him  to  surrender  and  deliver  up  his 
papers ;  had  made  the  marshal  promise  that  he 
would  execute  no  more  processes  to  the  west  of  the 
Alleghany  mountains;  had  stopped  the  mail  and 
broken  open  the  letters  to  discover  the  persons  who 
were  opposed  to  them,  and  had  made  all  such  per¬ 
sons  fly  the  country ;  after  which  they  had  called  a 
convention  to  set  both  the  state  government  and 
the  central  government  at  defiance.  All  this  bad 
obliged  Washington  to  call  upon  New  Jersey,  Vir¬ 
ginia,  and  one  or  two  other  states  of  the  union  to 
march  12,000  militia  into  Pennsylvania.  The 
greatness  of  the  militant  force  employed  is  said  to 
have  prevented  the  effusion  of  blood ;  but  it  is  cer¬ 
tain  that,  although  the  disaffected  did  not  venture 
to  assemble  in  arms,  some  blood  was  shed  in  this 
civil  strife,  and  that,  afterwards,  the  executive  was 
not  strong  enough  to  procure  any  adequate  punish¬ 
ment  for  some  of  the  leaders  of  the  insurrection  who 
had  been  arrested  and  detained  for  legal  prosecution. 
While  the  militia  were  assembling  in  Pennsylvania 
the  spirit  of  insurrection  showed  itself  in  a  part  of 
the  neighbouring  state  of  Maryland.  Nor  was  that 
spirit  subdued  in  Pennsylvania  by  the  marching  of 
the  12,000  militia :  a  sour  and  malignant  temper 
displayed  itself,  and  plainly  indicated  that  the  people 
would  rise  again  if  that  great  military  force  were 
wholly  withdrawn,  and  President  Washington  had 
therefore  been  compelled  to  leave  a  strong  detach¬ 
ment  in  the  centre  of  the  disaffected  country  all 
through  the  winter  of  IT 94- 5. 

when  Pinckney  reached  Paris  to  deprecate  the 
wrath  of  the  directory  which  now  exercised  the 
powers  which  had  been  held  in  such  rapid  succes¬ 
sion  by  so  many  parties,  he  was  treated  with  a 
degree  of  insolence  which  could  scarcely  have  been 
exceeded  if  he  had  been  the  agent  of  some  petty 
conquered  state  in  Italy  or  on  the  Rhine.  He  was 
told  that  the  French  people  naturally  preferred  his 
predecessor  Monroe,  who  was  a  friend  to  France 
and  a  foe  to  England — that  foe  of  all  free  nations. 
The  directors  kept  him  waiting  for  an  audience 
like  a  lackey  in  an  antechamber,  and,  when  they 
admitted  him  and  inspected  his  credentials,  they 
haughtily  announced  to  him  their  determination 
not  to  receive  another  minister  plenipotentiary  from 
the  United  States,  until  after  the  redress  of 
grievances  demanded  of  the  American  government 
which  the  French  republic  had  a  right  to  expect. 
This  insulting  audience  was  followed  by  verbal 
messages  still  more  insolent,  which  were  intended 
to  sting  the  American  minister  out  of  France  ; 
and  at  last,  seeing  that  Pinckney  was  not  to  be 
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driven  away  by  such  means,  the  directors  sent  him 
a  written  order  to  quit  the  territories  of  the  French 
republic  within  eight-and-forty  hours.  The  Ame¬ 
rican  plenipotentiary  humbled  himself  so  far  as  to 
request  to  be  allowed  to  remain  as  a  private  in¬ 
dividual  ;  but  the  directory  refused  the  request. 
To  complete  this  hostility  American  vessels  were 
embargoed  in  the  ports  of  France,  Holland,  &c., 
and  were  seized  by  FTench  cruisers  or  privateers 
wherever  found,  and  were  shortly  afterwards  all 
condemned  as  fair  prizes.  At  the  same  time  the 
directors  did  what  Monsieur  Genet  had  done 
before  them — they  appealed  from  the  American 
executive  to  the  American  people,  and  laboured 
hard  and  ingeniously,  and  in  many  modes,  to  effect 
a  breach  between  the  central  government  and  the 
citizens.  This  contemptuous  treatment  is  sup¬ 
posed  to  have  produced  an  evil  effect  on  the  popu¬ 
larity  of  the  French  and  democratic  party  in 
America,  where,  it  is  said,  the  majority  of  the 
people  would  have  been  found  ready  to  vindicate 
their  insulted  dignity  by  declaring  war  against 
France.  But  the  American  government  proceeded 
to  humble  itself  still  further — to  crouch  at  the  feet 
of  the  French  directory,  and  only  to  receive  more 
and  more  insults.  Instead  of  sending  the  French 
minister  out  of  their  country,  and  suspending  all 
diplomatic  intercourse  as  the  usual  and  proper  reta¬ 
liation  for  the  expulsion  of  Pinckney  from  France, 
they  sent  to  France  not  one  but  three  envoys  or 
commissioners — T.  Pinckney,  Marshall,  and  Gerry. 
These  illustrious  republicans  took  their  departure 
in  the  summer  of  1797.  Early  in  1798  dispatches 
were  received  by  President  Adams’s  government 
from  them — dispatches  which  excited  one  general 
burst  of  indignation  from  the  federal  party,  con¬ 
verted  some  of  their  opponents,  and  fur  a  time 
silenced  the  favourers  and  apologists  of  France.* 
In  short,  the  directors  had  treated  the  triad  worse 
than  they  had  treated  the  single  envoy :  they  had 
refused  to  recognise  the  envoys,  or  even  to  look 
into  their  letters  of  credence  ;  they  insinuated  that 
two  out  of  the  three  being  taken  from  the  federal 
party  (which  had  supported  the  measures  of  their 
own  government)  furnished  just  cause  of  umbrage, 
as  the  federalists  were  prejudiced  in  favour  of 
Great  Britain,  &c.  While  thus  refusing  to  recog¬ 
nise  them,  the  directors,  by  means  of  irregular  un¬ 
official  agents,  gave  them  to  understand  that  the 
payment  of  a  very  large  sum  of  money  from  the 
United  States  to  the  French  republic  was  the  con¬ 
dition  which  must  precede  not  only  any  reconcilia¬ 
tion,  but  any  negociation  whatever  !  Jefferson  well 
understood  his  own  countrymen  when  he  said  that 
the  seat  of  their  sensibility  was  in  their  purse. 
The  envoys  (who  might  have  remembered  that  the 
states  still  owed  money  to  France)  were  horror- 
stricken  !  They  could  scarcely  believe  their  ears 
— they  thought  there  must  be  some  mistake — 
they  hoped  that  the  unofficial  agents  were  making 
an  essay  to  rob  on  their  own  private  account;  but, 
upon  further  inquiry,  they  obtained  sufficient  evi- 

•  Tucker. 
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dence  that  the  said  agents  acted  by  authority  of 
the  directors,  and  that  it  was  really  the  voice  of 
the  executive  of  the  Grande  Republique  which  said 
— “  Millions  of  Spanish  dollars  down  upon  the 
nail,  or  no  restitution,  no  compensation,  no  recon¬ 
ciliation,  no  treaty !”  The  three  Americans  re¬ 
presented  that  an  advance  of  money  by  a  neutral 
to  a  belligerent  power  would  be  a  departure  from 
neutrality  ;  that  such  payment  might  be  considered 
as  rendering  America  tributary  to  France,  and 
taken  as  a  precedent;  and  they  returned  a  decided 
negative  to  the  proposition.  The  French  directors, 
however,  returned  to  the  charge,  or  their  agents 
endeavoured  to  work  upon  the  fears  of  the  Ame¬ 
ricans  for  their  country,  and  for  themselves  per¬ 
sonally.  They  described  the  immense  and  still 
increasing  power  of  France,  her  conquests  in  Bel¬ 
gium,  Holland,  Italy,  Germany,  the  humiliation  of 
the  house  of  Austria,  the  ruin  or  confusion  which 
had  fallen  upon  every  continental  power  that  had 
dared  to  oppose  the  invincible  republic ;  they  spoke 
confidently  of  the  invasion  and  conquest  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  chuckling  over  the  Irish  re¬ 
bellion  which  was  then  breaking  out  under  their 
auspices,  of  the  suspension  of  cash  payments  by 
the  Bank  of  England,  and  of  the  mutinies  in  our 
navy  at  Portsmouth  and  the  Nore  ;  and  they  asked 
where,  except  in  the  friendship  of  France,  could 
America  look  for  safety  ?  The  three  envoys  were, 
moreover,  assured  that  if  they  believed  their  conduct 
w'ould  be  approved  in  the  United  States  they  were 
much  mistaken,  for  the  means  which  the  directory 
possessed  in  those  states  to  e,xciteodium  against  them 
were  great,  and  would  unquestionably  be  employed. 
In  a  letter  addressed  to  Talleyrand,  as  the  directors’ 
secretary  for  foreign  affairs,  the  three  envoys  gave 
a  detailed  account  of  the  uniform  friendliness  of 
their  government  to  France.  Talleyrand  replied 
unofficially,  and  criminated  the  American  govern¬ 
ment  in  his  most  caustic  style  ;  and  this  letter  was 
in  possession  of  an  anti-federalist  printer  in  Phil¬ 
adelphia,  who  had  uniformly  supported  the  preten¬ 
sions  of  the  I’rench  republic,  some  time  before  it 
reached  the  American  government.  These  were 
among  the  means  which  the  directory  possessed  in 
the  States.  Talleyrand  had  not  lived  in  those  states 
in  vain  !  Though  refused  recognition,  though 
bearded  and  trampled  upon  by  some  of  the  vilest 
secret  emissaries  of  the  profligate  directory,  though 
put  under  the  surveillance  of  the  French  secret 
police,  the  American  trio  remained  at  Paris  as  long 
as  they  were  allowed  to  do  so,  petitioning  to  be 
heard,  and  drinking  to  the  dregs  the  cup  of  national 
humiliation.  After  making  sundry  intimations  to 
the  two  of  the  three  envoys  who  belonged  to  the 
federal  or  Washington  ])arty  that  they  were  very 
unwelcome  visitors  in  France,  and  ought  to  get 
them  gone,  the  directors  sent  them  their  passports, 
and  commanded  them  to  quit  the  territories  of  the 
French  republic  forthwith.  But,  still  further  to 
aggravate  these  wrongs,  the  directors  at  the  same 
time  acquainted  the  third,  or  the  anti-federal 
envoy,  that  he  might  remain  where  he  was  :  and 


this  anti-federalist,  this  correspondent  and  fast 
friend  of  Jefferson,  this  Gerry,  gladly  consented  to 
stay  at  Paris,  and  to  resume,  in  an  unofficial  man¬ 
ner,  and  as  a  private  American  citizen,  the  discus¬ 
sions  which  had  been  broken  off'.  And  at  Paris, 
and  under  the  surveillance  of  Fouche’s  police, 
Gerry  remained,  until  the  powers  supreme  thought 
proper  to  order  him  away  to  Fontainebleau,  where 
he  lived  for  some  time  as  a  detenu.  Well  may  it 
be  said  that  history  will  scarcely  furnish  the  ex¬ 
ample  of  a  nation,  not  absolutely  degraded,  which 
has  received  from  a  foreign  power  such  contumely 
and  insult  as  were  suffered  by  the  United  States  in 
the  persons  of  these  ministers  !  * 

During  these  transactions  open  war  continued 
to  be  waged  by  the  cruisers  of  France  and  her 
dependencies  on  American  commerce  ;  and  a  decree 
was  put  forth  by  the  directors  which  made  a  ves¬ 
sel  friendly  or  enemy  according  to  the  hands  by 
which  the  cargo  was  manufactured.  The  new 
maritime  law  went  to  throw  all  American  shipping 
out  of  employment,  as  British  bottoms,  which  alone 
had  the  benefit  of  convoy,  would  have  all  the 
return  cargoes  from  England.  The  seat  of  sen¬ 
sibility  was  again  touched  ;  and  throughout  the 
American  union  there  was  a  loud  outcry  against 
the  decree,  and  a  louder  cry  of  “  Millions  for  de¬ 
fence,  not  a  cent  for  tribute  1”  Favoured  by  the 
feelings  and  resentments  of  the  moment.  President 
Adams,  in  a  message  to  the  two  Houses  of  Con¬ 
gress,  recommended  that  the  country  should  be 
put  in  a  state  of  defence,  and  that  a  commission 
for  reprisals  by  sea  should  be  issued.  Jefferson 
called  this  message  an  “  insane  message,”  and  re¬ 
commended  that  Congress  should  adjourn,  in  order 
to  consult  their  constituents,  and  in  order  to  gain 
time  enough  to  allow  the  descent  of  the  French  on 
England  and  Ireland  to  have  its  effect  here,  in 
America,  as  well  as  there.f  But  a  considerable 
majority  stood  by  the  president  and  voted  what  he 
recommended.  And  now,  at  this  moment  of  gene¬ 
ral  indignation  against  France,  was  laid  the  first 
foundation  of  that  national  armed  American  navy, 
which  was  never  employed  against  the  French, 
but  which,  fourteen  years  afterwards,  was  em¬ 
ployed,  and  upon  infinitely  less  provocation,  against 
England.  Resolutions  were  passed  for  equipping 
ships  of  war  and  forming  a  regular  naval  depart¬ 
ment  ;  an  improved  organization  was  given  to  the 
militia,  a  provisional  army  of  20,000  men  was 
voted,  and  Washington  was  invited  from  his  re¬ 
tirement  at  Mount  Vernon  to  take  the  command  of 
this  army  as  soon  as  it  should  be  ready.  A  tax 
on  stamps  had  been  previously  authorised,  and  now 
a  direct  tax  on  lands  was  resorted  to.J 

•  Judge  Marshall. 

t  Letter  from  JelTerson  to  Madison,  dated  March  1,  17y8» 

j  As  the  aiitMederalists  and  their  numerous  and  libellous  jour- 
nali.sts  were  still  for  preserving  amity  with  France — were  constantly 
asserting  that  the  French  were  yet  the  best  friends  of  America,  and 
were  only  provoked  by  the  conduct  of  Washington  and  his  jjariy,  and 
by  the  two  federal  envoys— w'ere  calumniating  President  Adams,  every 
man  connected  with  his  government,  and  every  federalist  of  marK 
and  likeliliood — Adams  ventured  to  propose,  and  the  majority  of 
Congress  to  pass,  a  law  for  punishing  all  libellous  writings  against  the 
public  authorities.  And  this  was  followed  by  another  law  for  sending 
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There  was  a  mustering  of  forces,  and  a  great 
drumming  and  trumpeting  throughout  the  land, 
but  nothing  came  of  it.  The  soldier  of  fortune 
from  Corsica,  returning  from  Egypt  at  the  close 
of  1*799,  overset  the  directory,  and  made  himself 
first  consul  of  France.  He  began  to  alter  nearly 
everything  that  the  directory  had  done  ;  and  he 
clearly  saw  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  re¬ 
newing  friendly  connexions  with  the  United  States, 
and  from  involving  them  in  quarrels  with  England. 
Three  more  American  envoys  extraordinary  and 
ministers  plenipotentiary  were  packed  off  for  Paris 
to  negociate  with  Napoleon  Bonaparte,  and  in  due 
course  of  time  their  negociations  terminated  in 
what  the  Americans  chose  to  consider  an  amicable 
and  satisfactory  adjustment  of  all  differences  with 
the  French  Republic.  George  Washington  did  not 
live  to  see  this  renewal  of  a  close  and  friendly  in¬ 
tercourse  with  France,  which  for  many  years  he  had 
considered  as  highly  dangerous  to  the  tranquillity, 
independence,  morals,  religion,  and  happiness  of 
his  country.  He  died  at  Mount  Vernon,  on  the  14th 
of  December,  1*799,  in  the  sixty-eighth  year  of  his 
age ;  leaving  a  widow',  but  no  son  to  succeed  him — 
leaving  no  issue  of  either  sex.  One  sensibility  was 
checked  by  another,  or  the  great  seat  of  American 
sensibility,  the  purse,  opposed  all  such  honours  as 
cost  money.  Speeches  and  eulogiums  there  were 
in  Congress,  funeral  orations  in  all  the  great  towns 
of  all  the  States,  and  perhaps  there  never  w'as  a 
greater  outlay  of  words  and  long-w'inded  sentences 
bestow'ed  upon  any  illustrious  man  on  a  similar 
occasion.  Congress  voted  too,  that  the  president’s 
chair  should  be  covered  with  black  crape,  that 
all  the  members  should  wear  mourning,  that  it 
should  be  recommended  to  the  people  of  the 
United  States  to  wear  crape  on  the  left  arm  for 
thirty  days,  that  there  should  be  a  funeral  proces¬ 
sion  from  Congress-hall  to  the  German  Lutheran 
church  in  Philadelphia,  in  memory  of  General 
Washington  ;  and  all  this  W'as  done  accordingly, 
being  cheap  to  do.  But  another  vote  for  erecting, 
at  the  national  expense,  a  suitable  monument, 
though  carried  unanimously  in  Congress,  w'as 
never  carried  into  execution,  for  itw'ould  have  cost 
much  money,  and  a  voice,  coming  from  the  seat 
of  sensibility,  said  that  the  only  proper  monument 
to  the  memory  of  a  meritorious  citizen  was  that 
which  the  people  would  erect  in  their  affections. 
This  monument  in  the  hearts  of  the  American 

away  all  aliens  who  should  be  proved  to  the  government  lo  be  sus¬ 
picious  or  dang(Mous  ]»eri»ons.  Tliis  law  resembled  our  alien  law,  and 
it  was  far  more  necessary  in  the  I’nited  States  Ilian  it  ever  was  in  Eni,'- 
laud.  1  li.it  country  swarmed  with  Krencli  propagandists,  Irish  revo- 
1  utiouivts  and  other  fugitives  trom  the  gallows,  revolutionary  Seots- 
inenaud  KniilishmcMi,  club-men  from  all  manner  of  clubs  and  anarchic 
societies,  and  Irom  nearly  all  )>arts  of  the  old  world;  the  most  niinic- 
rous  or  the  most  turbulent  lieing  llm  natives  of  the  green  island,  who 
lie.uleil  almost  twery  iiisurr'  Cliou  or  ritd.  A  very  cousiilerabie  jiortion 
of  the  ohnoxions  junninlists  were  Irislimen.  It  is  said  that  these  two 
lau8 — the  law  against  libellous  writings  and  the  alien  law — eventually 
turned  tin*  tide  ot  public  feeling,  and  ruined  the  Washington  party 
and  Adame’s  adniiiiUtration  ;  but  tliere  were  iiiniimeiahle  other 
causes  at  work,  and  llie  nature  of  the  country  and  its  democratic  in¬ 
stitutions.  and  the  miserable  weakne^.s  of  the  central  government, 
rendertMl  thi-^  ruin  iin  vitaltle,  and  insured  tiie  return  of  angry  Itostile 
feelings  to  Engl lud,  as  soon  as  the  ptesent  wrath  against  France 
sliould  mod.  rale,  or  as  soon  us  the  Fr«n<di  should  cea.se  wounding  the 
seat  of  sensibility. 
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people  did  not  prevent  a  very  large  part  of  them 
from  heaping  obloquy  upon  his  humble  grave,  by 
holding  up  Adams,  and  the  other  men  who  were 
but  pupils  of  Washington  or  continuators  of  his 
system  of  policy,  as  oppressive  aristocrats,  as  foes 
to  the  liberties  of  the  populace,  as  traitors  to  their 
country,  sold  to  England  ;  nor  did  this  cease  until 
Jefferson,  the  political  adversary  of  Washington, 
was  put  into  the  president’s  chair.  It  would  be 
too  long  to  describe  by  what  means  the  mode  of 
electing  the  president  of  the  United  States  was 
altered,  and  by  what  toilsome  processes  and  in¬ 
trigues  that  right  of  election  to  the  supreme  ma¬ 
gistracy  was  made  to  devolve  upon  Congress.  But 
on  the  I7th  of  February,  1801,  Jefferson  obtained 
the  post  at  which  he  had  been  so  long  aiming, 
being  elected  president  by  ballot  by  ten  of  the  six¬ 
teen  states  then  constituting  the  Union.* 

From  this  moment  commenced  the  real  reign  of 
the  democrats  upon  the  American  earth.  All 
things  underwent  a  rapid  change  and  transmuta¬ 
tion  ;  both  the  domestic  and  the  foreign  policy  of 
the  federalists  were  rapidly  altered,  and  the  vox 
popidi  began  to  be  taken  as  the  voice  of  the  gods. 
Only,  to  keep  it  in  tune  with  his  own  voice,  Pre¬ 
sident  Jefferson  played  all  sorts  of  popular  farces, 
and  resorted  to  the  most  degrading  condescensions 
towards  the  mob.  Not  without  a  reminiscence  of 
the  days  when  he  wore  scarlet  unmentionables  and 
a  gold-laced  coat,  he  now  dressed  more  plainly 
than  a  Philadelphia  quaker,  and  assumed  almost 
as  slovenly  an  appearance  as  a  backwoodsman. 
To  preserve  some  order  and  decency,  some  respect 
for  his  office,  and  some  little  state  and  dignity  to 
the  person  of  the  nominal  chief  magistrate  of  the 
republic,  Washington  had  established  a  few  simple 
forms  and  ceremonies.  Jefferson  began  to  sweep 
all  these  away,  as  making  invidious  distinctions 
between  men  and  men,  and  as  being  inconsistent 
with  republican  simplicity  and  republican  prin¬ 
ciples  generally.  And,  accordingly,  the  house  of 
the  president  and  the  hall  of  Congress  began  to 
grow  into  bear-gardens,  and  the  last  remnant  of 
courtesy  and  politeness  soon  took  its  departure 
from  among  all  those  classes  who  would  mono¬ 
polise  the  titles  of  true  republicans  and  true  pa¬ 
triots.  The  gentlemen  of  the  old  or  Washington 
school,  manv  of  whom  had  received  a  classical 
education  in  England  and  had  travelled  among  the 
politest  nations  of  Euro))e,  were  dying  off  rapidly  ; 
the  subdivision  of  property  was  destroying  the  class 
to  which  they  had  belonged  ;  the  refined  and  the 
sensitive  shrunk  from  a  jostle  and  scramble  witli 
the  unmannerly  and  ungovernable  democracy ;  and 
such  of  the  well-educated  and  polite  as  aimed  at 
the  honours  or  emoluments  of  office,  or  the  excite¬ 
ment  and  fiime  of  public  life,  were  obliged  to  put 
on  the  rude  bear-skin  in  order  to  captivate  and 

•  The  states  which  voted  for  Jefferson  were  New  York,  New  Jersey, 
Peunsylvauiu, Virginia,  Nortli  Carolina,  Georgia,  Tc*u**ssee,  Kentucky, 
Vermont,  and  Maryland  The  four  states  of  New  llamj'shiie,  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  Cuniiecticut.  and  lUiode  Island  voted  for  Colonel  Burr;  and 
the  members  from  South  Caroliuuaud  Eelawaje  put  in  blank,  ballots. — 
Tucker* 
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■win  their  "way  with  that  monster  universal  suffrage. 
A  few  years  of  the  rule  of  Jefferson  and  of  his 
counterpart  Madison  sufficed  to  alter  the  whole 
aspect  of  American  society.  The  end  is  not  yet 
come ;  but  ever  since  the  year  1801  there  appears 
to  have  been  a  precipitate  declension  in  good 
manners  and  in  qualities  more  important  than 
manners. 

Jefferson  immediately  nominated  Madison  his 
secretary  of  state,  and  Gallatin  his  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  not  being  able  to  find,  even  among  his 
own  Frenchified  party,  two  men  who  had  a  more 
rancorous  hatred  of  England.  Among  the  first 
things  he  did  as  president  was  to  send  an  anti- 
federal  ambassador  of  his  own  choosing  to  Paris, 
there  to  make  sure  of  the  friendship  of  that  true 
republican  Bonaparte,  and  to  invite  that  English- 
born  subject  and  renegade,  that  American-Erench 
citizen,  Tliomas  Paine,  the  author  of  the  ‘  Rights 
of  Man  ’  and  the  ‘  Age  of  Reason,’  to  return  to 
America  and  live  upon  the  bounty  of  his  grateful 
adoptive  country  ; — to  write  a  very  complimentary 
epistle  to  Doctor  Priestley,  who  had  carried  his 
household  gods  to  Philadelphia,  not  without  abuse 
of  England,  or  lamentations  upon  the  bigotry  in 
politics  and  religion  which  had  driven  the  doctor 
from  his  country  ;■ — to  put  affronts  upon  Mr.  Merry, 
the  old  English  envoy,  and  particularly  upon  his 
wife. 

There  were  many  intervenient  heart-burnings, 
and  not  a  few  insults  difficult  of  digestion,  and 
which  possibly  might  not  have  been  digested  by 
England  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  critical  state  of 
the  war  carrying  on  against  Bonaparte;  but  it  was 
not  until  the  year  1807,  when  Jefferson  was  for 
the  second  time  president,  that  the  -war-whoop  w'as 
again  raised  against  Great  Britain.  Bonaparte’s 
Berlin  decree,  against  which  the  Americans  had 
never  presumed  to  offer  any  serious  remonstrance 
(Jefferson  was  engaged  at  the  time  in  a  friendly 
correspondence  with  the  government  of  the  de- 
vourer  of  republies,  in  order  to  obtain  through  his 
all-commanding  means  the  cession  from  Spain  to 
the  United  States  of  Florida),  had,  in  the  eyes  of 
the  British  government,  rendered  necessary  a  re¬ 
taliation,  and  had  produced  fresh  orders  in  council 
intended  to  support  our  maritime  rights  and  com¬ 
merce,  and  to  counteract  Bonaparte’s  Continental 
system,  the  basis  of  which  was  the  Berlin  decree. 
As  on  other  occasions,  the  American  wrath  was 
kindled,  not  against  the  first  cause,  but  against  the 
almost  inevitable  effect  of  that  cause — not  against 
France,  who  had  made  the  grand  innovations  in 
national  law,  and  who  had  trampled  upon  the 
rights  of  all  neutrals,  but  against  England,  who 
resorted  to  measures  for  self-defence,  and  with  the 
object  of  alirogating  the  most  monstrous  system  that 
ever  European  conqueror  had  attempted  to  impose. 
But  the  plain  truths  are,  that  Jefferson  and  all  the 
statesmen  of  his  school  entertained  much  the  same 
feelings  with  respect  to  the  commercial  and  naval 
greatness  of  England  with  their  friends  in  France, 
their  understandings  being  generally  of  the  same 


character,  and  their  tempers  quite  as  violent ;  that 
they  had  no  dread  of  France,  -who  by  this  time 
had  lost  her  commerce,  her  colonies,  and  her  ships, 
whose  power  could  never  come  in  contact  with 
their  own,  and  whose  resources  were  devoted  to  a 
war  in  the  issue  of  which  they  (the  Americans) 
vainly  thought  that  the  United  States  had  no  in¬ 
terest  ;  that  they  thus  hoped,  by  condescensions  to 
France,  to  obtain  ingress  into  all  the  ports  of 
Europe,  and  to  rival  and  then  annihilate  that  trade 
upon  which  England  relied  for  the  prosecution  of 
the  war  and  the  preservation  of  her  independence  ; 
that  the  whole  democracy  of  America  hated 
England,  her  commerce,  her  power,  and  pre¬ 
eminence,  as  much  as  Bonaparte  himself  did.* 

In  his  Berlin  decree  the  French  ruler  ventured 
to  declare  the  British  Islands  in  a  state  of  blockade, 
and  to  interdict  all  neutrals  from  trading  in  any 
commodities  whatsoever  with  a  British  port.  This 
was  a  violent  infringement  of  the  law  of  nations  ; 
an  outrage  committed  on  neutral  rights,  which 
called  upon  all  parties  to  avenge  themselves  on  its 
original  authors,  and  most  loudly  of  all  did  it  call 
upon  the  Americans,  a  neutral,  trading  people, 
who  had  raised  such  a  clamour  about  neutral  rights. 
But  America  neither  resisted  nor  remonstrated, 
and  thus  she  committed  herself  with  our  great 
enemy;  for,  if  France  violated  the  law  of  nations, 
as  she  unquestionably  did  by  this  decree,  and  if 
America  calmly  acquiesced  in  this  outrage  on  her 
rights,  in  common  with  the  rights  of  all  neutrals,  it 
will  hardly  be  denied  that  she  made  herself  a  party 
in  the  quarrel  w’hich  France  had  with  England, 
combining,  in  efliect,  with  the  common  enemy. 
Before  the  issuing  of  the  Berlin  decree,  Jefferson 
complained  of  various  insults  offered  to  the  flag  of 
the  United  States  by  Great  Britain.  These  appear 
to  have  arisen  almost  entirely  from  our  determina¬ 
tion  to  shut  out  the  Americans  from  the  blockaded 
ports  of  France,  and  to  prevent  their  carrying 
articles  contraband  of  war  to  our  enemy.  Other 
violent  remonstrances  had  arisen  out  of  that  inex¬ 
haustible  cause  of  quarrel  which  lay  in  the  impress¬ 
ment  of  seamen,  the  American  practice  of  turning 
our  sailors  into  citizens,  and  the  difficulty  of  dis¬ 
tinguishing  British  from  American  seamen.  An 
American  sailor,  too,  had  been  killed  by  a  random 
shot  fired  from  the  British  ship  ‘  Leander,’  near 
Sandy  Hook ;  and,  though  the  murder  of  the 
second  mate  of  the  ‘  Little  Cherub,’  and  the  mur¬ 
ders  of  various  other  American  citizens  by  the 
French,  had  never  been  avenged  in  any  way,  this 
fact  was  set  down  to  our  account  as  an  unparalleled 
outrage.  Before  any  attempt  was  made  to  nego- 
ciate,  or  even  to  explain,  some  of  the  hottest-headed 
of  the  anti-federal  party  proposed  in  Congress  very 
extreme  measures,  as — to  suspend  all  importation 
from  any  port  of  the  British  dominions, — to  per¬ 
mit  no  intercourse  whatever  between  the  two 
countries, — to  prohibit  the  importation  in  any 
vessels  whatsoever  of  the  produce  or  manufactures 
of  Great  Britain  and  her  colonies.  Many  specific 

•  Southey,  in  Edin.  Ann.  llegist. 
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articles,  the  manufacture  of  Great  Britain,  were 
actually  prohibited ;  and,  as  if  anticipating  an 
immediate  war,  sums  of  money  were  appropriated 
for  fortifying  the  ports  and  harbours  of  America, 
and  for  building  gun-boats.  But  news  arrived 
that  Pitt,  whom  the  Americans,  like  the  French, 
considered  as  V ennemi  du  genre  Jiumain,  the  arch¬ 
enemy  of  liberty  and  equality,  was  laid  twelve  feet 
deep  under  the  pavement  of  Westminster  Abbey, 
and  was  succeeded  by  Fox,  whose  fortune  it  was 
(as  Burke  once  remarked)  to  be  exceedingly 
popular  with  all  the  enemies  of  his  country,  and 
whose  character  was  as  much  extolled  by  the 
Americans  as  it  was  by  the  French.  Messrs. 
Monroe  and  Pinckney  were  immediately  appointed 
to  negociate  with  the  Whig  cabinet.  Before  the 
negociation  had  made  much  progress.  Fox  was  laid 
to  rest  by  the  side  of  his  great  rival ;  but  the  All 
Talents  ministry  survived  for  a  few  months ;  and 
Fox’s  nephew  and  pupil.  Lord  Holland,  conjointly 
with  Lord  Auckland,  continued  the  negociation 
with  the  two  American  envoys,  and  concluded  with 
them  a  convention  (which,  in  fact,  concluded  no¬ 
thing)  on  the  31st  of  December,  1806.  It  was 
while  these  discussions  in  London  were  in  progress 
that  copies  of  the  Berlin  decree  (the  decree  was 
dated  on  the  21st  of  November,  1806)  were  re¬ 
ceived  ;  and  this  circumstance  ought  to  have  in¬ 
duced  our  two  noble  negociators  to  suspend  any 
convention  or  treaty  until  it  was  known  wdiether 
the  government  of  the  United  States  would  or 
would  not  resist  the  will  of  Bonaparte.  As  soon 
as  Jefferson  heard  of  the  death  of  Mr.  Fox,  he 
anticipated  a  change  of  ministry  and  a  return  to 
power  of  the  Pittite  or  Tory  party,  and,  as  if  he 
were  determined  to  come  to  an  amicable  arrange¬ 
ment  only  w'ith  the  Whigs,  he  immediately  sent 
off  instructions  to  Monroe  and  Pinckney  which 
differed  widely  from  those  he  had  previously  given 
them,  and  which  set  forward  pretensions  and 
claims  which  had  not  been  mentioned  or  hinted  at 
before.  If  these  instructions  had  reached  the  two 
envoys  in  time,  there  would  have  been  no  conclu- 
sum,  unless  our  two  lords  had  been  content  to 
throw  the  flag  of  England  at  the  feet  of  her  re¬ 
volted  colonies.  But  Jefferson’s  fresh  instructions 
did  not  reach  London  until  more  than  two  months 
after  the  treaty  had  been  signed.  Nothing,  there¬ 
fore,  remained  for  the  president  to  do  but  to  refuse 
his  ratification  of  the  treaty  which  his  chosen 
envoys  had  concluded,  and  this  he  at  once  did. 

America  continued  in  her  almost  hostile  attitude; 
but  Monroe  and  Pinckney  remained  in  London. 
When  tire  All  Talents  ministry  w'as  ousted,  and 
when  Mr.  Canning  became  secretary  for  foreign 
affairs,  under  the  Duke  of  Portland,  the  two 
American  envoys  pressed  the  new  claims  and  pre¬ 
tensions  in  a  very  high  tone.  These  were  met  by 
Mr.  Canning  with  a  tone  equally  high  :  he  insisted 
that  England  had  the  indisputable  right  to  retaliate 
upon  the  French  decree;  that  America,  by  sub¬ 
mitting  to  the  Berlin  decree,  was  pursuing  a 
course  which  could  not  be  allowed,  and  that  the 
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British  government  must  continue  to  impress 
British  seamen  found  on  board  American  vessels, 
unless  the  American  government  could  give  se¬ 
curity  against  practices  that  were  intolerable  at  all 
times,  and  doubly  so  at  a  moment  like  the  present. 
Still,  innovating  and  showing  a  contempt  for  the 
fundamental  rules  of  diplomacy,  Monroe  and 
Pinckney  wanted  to  make  the  treaty  of  the  31st  of 
December,  which  they  had  signed,  and  which  their 
government  had  refused  to  ratify,  the  basis  of  a 
new  treaty.  Affairs  were  in  this  state  when  news 
reached  London  of  a  conflict  which  had  taken 
place  in  the  American  seas.  On  the  23rd  of 
June,  ISOl,  the  British  50-gun  ship  ‘  Leopard  ’ 
met  off  the  capes  of  Virginia  the  large  American 
frigate  ‘  Chesapeake,’  which,  though  classed  as  a 
frigate,  was  at  least  equal  in  force  to  the  ‘Leopard.’ 
Knowing  that  there  were  several  English  deserters 
on  board  the  ‘  Chesapeake,’  whom  he  had  vainly  en¬ 
deavoured  to  recover  by  other  and  amicable  means, 
the  captain  of  the  ‘  Leopard  ’  insisted  upon  the 
right  of  search,  as  the  only  process  by  which  the 
men  could  be  brought  back.  After  some  equivo- 
catina:  answers,  and  an  assurance  that  he  knew 
nothing  of  the  English  deserters,  the  American 
captain  refused  to  be  searched,  and  made  some 
visible  preparations  for  resistance.  Hereupon  the 
‘  Leopard  ’  fired  a  single  shot  across  the  ‘  Chesa¬ 
peake’s  ’  fore  foot.  This  was  follow'ed  by  a  second 
single  shot.  No  effect  being  produced,  and  the 
‘Chesapeake’  preparing  to  return  the  (Ire,  the 
‘  Leopard  ’  gave  her  a  broadside,  and,  after  a  short 
pause,  renewed  her  fire.  The  ‘  Chesapeake  ’  re¬ 
turned  a  few  straggling  shot,  not  one  of  which  hit 
her  opponent ;  and,  in  less  than  a  quarter  of  an 
hour,  just  as  the  ‘  Leopard  ’  had  poured  in  her 
third  broadside,  the  heavy  American  hauled  down 
her  colours,  and  her  captain  sent  his  fifth  lieu¬ 
tenant  on  board  the  ‘  J^eopard,’  with  a  verbal 
message,  signifying  that  he  considered  the  ‘Chesa¬ 
peake  ’  to  be  the  ‘  Leopard’s  ’  prize.  When  some 
of  the  officers,  petty  officers,  and  men  of  the 
‘  Leopard  ’  went  on  board  the  ‘  Chesapeake,’  they 
could  find  only  one  of  the  five  deserters  of  whom 
they  were  more  especially  in  quest.  This  fellow 
was  dragged  out  of  the  ‘  Chesapeake’s  ’  coal-hole, 
and  on  being  brought  to  the  quarter-deck  swore 
that  he  wars  a  native  American,  and  that  he  had 
never  belonged  to  anv  English  man-of-war.  Un 
fortunately  for  him,  he  was  well  known  to  the 
‘  Leopard’s  ’  purser,  who  had  drafted  him  into  the 
‘  Halifax  ’  British  ship  of  the  line,  and  w  ho  was 
now  on  the  quarter-deck  of  the  ‘Chesapeake’  to 
identify  him.  About  fifteen  other  British  sub¬ 
jects  were  mustered  on  that  quarter-deck,  but  only 
the  man  found  in  the  coal-hole,  and  three  other 
deserters,  were  taken  out  of  the  ‘  Chesapeake.’ 
[These  four  seamen  were  tried  shortly  afterwards 
at  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia.  Jenkin  Ratford,  the  coal¬ 
hole  man,  was  hanged  at  the  fore-yard  arm  of  the 
ship  from  which  he  had  deserted  ;  the  other  three 
were  sentenced  to  receive  500  lashes  each,  but  were 
eventually  pardoned.]  The  lire  of  the  ‘  Leopard  ’ 
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had  killed  three  seamen,  and  had  wounded  the 
captain,  one  midshipman,  and  sixteen  sailors  and 
marines  of  the  ‘  Chesapeake.’  The  American 
captain  or  commodore  again  offered  to  deliver  up 
the  frigate  as  a  prize.  The  English  captain  re¬ 
plied,  that,  having  fulfilled  his  instructions,  he  had 
nothing  more  to  do  but  to  proceed  and  join  his 
squadron.  He  then  tendered  assistance,  which 
was  refused,  and,  deploring  the  extremity  to  which 
he  had  been  compelled  to  resort,  he  pursued  his 
course,  and  left  the  ‘  Chesapeake  ’  to  choose  hers. 

On  the  2nd  of  July,  almost  as  soon  as  the  in¬ 
telligence  of  what  had  happened  reached  him  in 
the  new  city  of  Washington,  which  for  some  time 
had  been  the  seat  of  the  central  government,  and 
without  waiting  forany  explanation  or  commencing 
any  correspondence,  the  president  put  forth  a  pro¬ 
clamation  which  sounded  like  a  papal  excommuni¬ 
cation  of  the  middle  ages,  and  which  interdicted 
all  British  ships  of  war  from  entering  any  of  the 
ports  of  the  United  States — ports  which  then  con¬ 
tained,  and  hospitably  entertained,  various  French 
ships  of  war  which  had  there  taken  refuge  from 
English  pursuit.  But  the  French  flag,  whether 
surmounted  by  the  red  nightcap  of  the  Jacobins 
or  the  imperial  crown  and  eagles  of  Bonaparte,  was 
a  pleasant  sight  in  the  eyes  of  the  American  demo¬ 
crats  ;  while  Jefferson  so  hated  the  royal  flag  of 
England,  that  the  sight  of  it  gave  a  deeper  yellow 
to  his  jaundiced  face.  It  was  evidently  with  a 
rhapsody  of  delight  that  the  president  seized  this 
opportunity  of  excluding  our  ships  of  war.  In  his 
proclamation  he  called  the  attack  of  the  ‘  Leopard  ’ 
an  enormity  committed  without  provocation  or 
justifiable  cause,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  by  force, 
from  a  ship  of  war  of  the  United  States,  a  part 
of  her  crew  who  had  been  previously  ascertained 
to  be  natives  of  the  States !  Such,  indeed,  w'as 
the  usual  strain  of  American  invective  whenever 
the  British  were  the  accused.  Not  so  when  the 
French  offended.  In  the  summer  of  this  very 
same  year  (1807)  the  United  States  sloop  of  war 
‘  Hornet,’  while  lying  in  the  French  port  of 
I’Orient,  w'as  forcibly  boarded  by  a  French  officer 
and  a  party  of  men,  who  seized  and  carried  off  five 
Frenchmen,  naturalized  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  and  who  had  been  several  years  in  the 
American  naval  service;  but  not  a  murmur  was 
heard  on  this  subject* 

The  account  of  the  attack  on  the  ‘  Chesapeake  ’ 
reached  London  on  the  26th  of  July.  On  the  2nd 
of  August,  before  any  demand  for  redress  had  been 
made  by  the  American  envoys  in  London,  Mr. 
Canning  caused  to  be  conveyed  to  them  a  disavowal 
of  the  right  to  search  ships  in  the  national  service 
of  any  country  for  deserters,  together  with  a  ])ro- 
mise  of  suitable  reparation  for  the  unauthorised 
act  of  the  ‘Leopard.’  On  the  6th  Mr.  Monroe 
transmitted  to  his  government  Mr.  Canning’s  note  ; 
but  on  the  same  or  the  following  day  American 
newspapers  reached  Downing-street,  and  these 
papers  contained,  with  appropriate  comments,  Pre- 

*  liostoii  iiewspai'cr,  as  cited  in  James’s  Naval  History. 


sident  Jefferson’s  interdictory  proclamation.  These 
screaming  journals,  or  others  which  soon  followed 
in  their  track,  brought  intelligence  of  the  spirit 
with  which  many  of  the  sea-coast-dwelling  Ame¬ 
ricans  had  hailed  the  proclamation,  and  had  acted 
up  to  it.  No  insult,  no  outrage  had  been  spared 
to  the  British  flag  ;  on  the  shores  of  the  Chesa¬ 
peake,  more  especially,  everything  that  was  British 
had  been  treated  with  indignity  ;  a  war  had  been 
made  upon  the  water-casks  of  our  departing  ships 
of  war,  as  if  to  prevent  their  carrying  away  with 
them  that  necessary  element,  and  rifle-shots  had 
been  fired  at  some  of  our  men-of-war  boats.  More¬ 
over,  to  all  this  succeeded  fresh  instructions  from 
Jefferson  and  Madison  to  their  envoys  in  London, 
who  consequently  assumed  a  tone  more  than  ever 
hostile,  though  pretending  all  the  while  to  wish  to 
treat  with  Mr.  Canning  upon  the  basis  of  the 
treaty  concluded  by  Lords  Holland  and  Auckland, 
provided  only  America  were  allowed  to  mix  up 
entirely  new  matter  and  new  principles  with  that 
ill-arranged,  and  by  the  American  government 
repudiated,  treaty.  Yet,  still  persevering  in  mo¬ 
deration,  the  British  government  issued  a  pro¬ 
clamation  recalling  and  prohibiting  seamen  from 
serving  foreign  princes  and  states,  but  declaring 
that  the  claim  to  seize  deserters  from  the  national 
ships  of  other  powers  would  not  again  be  brought 
forward,  though  the  right  of  taking  such  deserters 
from  merchantmen  must  be  retained.  They  also 
recalled  Vice-Admiral  Berkeley,  who  had  given 
the  order  to  search  the  ‘  Chesapeake,’  and  they 
liberated  and  sent  back  to  America  two  men  who 
had  been  taken  as  deserters,  but  who  had  been 
proved  to  be  natives  of  the  United  States.  It  was 
difficult  to  go  farther,  and  Jefferson  knew  how  far 
our  government  had  gone — Jefferson  had  the 
Gazette  containing  the  proclamation  and  other 
documents  of  a  conciliatory  tendency  in  his  pos¬ 
session — when  he  proposed  to  Congress  to  lay  an 
embargo  on  all  vessels  of  the  United  States,  and 
to  command  the  trading  ships  of  all  other  nations 
whatsoever  to  quit  the  American  harbours  as  soon 
as  the  act  should  be  notified  to  them,  with  or  with¬ 
out  their  cargoes.  The  subject  was  discussed  in 
both  Houses  in  secret  session,  or,  as  w'e  say,  with 
closed  doors.  The  proposition  was  warmly  opposed 
by  the  federalists  or  Washingtonians,  and  by  some 
others  who  foresaw  that  such  a  suspension  of  all 
trade  or  intercourse  with  foreign  nations  would  be 
more  injurious  to  their  country  than  to  England, 
against  whom  the  measure  was  directed  ;  but  the 
resolution  was,  nevertheless,  adopted  by  very  large 
majorities.  Thus  matters  remained  from  the  month 
of  December,  1807,  to  the  declaration  of  war  in 
1812,  an  interval  which  the  American  government 
employed  in  adding  to  the  number  of  its  gigantic 
frigates,  and  which  the  commercial  classes  spent 
in  a  hopeless  struggle  against  bankruptcy  and 
ruin.  Attem])ts  were  not  wanting  on  our  part  to 
come  to  a  friendly  accommodation.  In  1808  Mr. 
(now^  Sir  George)  Rose  proceeded  as  our  envoy  to 
Washington,  for  the  avowed  purpose  of  restoring 
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good  intelligence ;  but  Jefferson  demanded  the 
revocation  of  our  orders  in  council  as  a  prelimi¬ 
nary,  with  the  entire  exemption  of  ships  bearing 
the  flag  of  the  United  States  from  any  search,  or 
from  any  question  as  to  the  goods  they  carried. 
Our  envoy  returned  home,  and  the  embargo  was 
continued,  notwithstanding  the  loud  complaints  of 
the  north-eastern  States  of  the  Union,  who  were 
again  muttering  threats  of  breaking  the  federal 
compact,  and  setting  themselves  up  as  an  inde¬ 
pendent  separate  republic.  In  1809  Jefferson  was 
succeeded  as  president  by  Madison.  The  embargo 
had,  by  this  time,  become  so  oppressive  to  a  large 
part  of  the  American  community,  that  the  new' 
president,  though  well  inclined  to  persevere  in  the 
system  of  his  predecessor,  was  compelled  to  yield 
somewhat  to  the  popular  outcry.  He  peremptorily 
refused  to  take  any  steps  against  Bonaparte,  who 
had  confirmed  and  extended  his  Berlin  decree  by 
the  issue  of  his  Milan  decree,  a  still  more  un¬ 
scrupulous  attack  on  the  law  of  nations  and  the 
proper  rights  of  neutrals  ;  but  he  got  an  act  passed 
by  the  legislature  which  repealed  the  universal 
embargo,  and  substituted  a  prohibition  of  inter¬ 
course  with  France  and  England,  with  the  proviso 
that,  if  either  of  these  nations  should  cease  to  violate 
the  neutral  commerce  of  the  United  States,  the 
suspended  trade  with  such  state  might  be  re¬ 
newed;  and  after  this  he  signed  a  treaty  with  Mr. 
Erskine,  which  professed  to  be  for  the  restoration 
of  amity  and  commerce  between  the  States  and 
Great  Britain.  This  time  it  was  the  British  c:o- 
vernment  that  refused  to  ratify,  alleging  that  Mr. 
Erskine  had  misunderstood  his  instructions  and 
exceeded  his  powers.  No  treaty  in  fact  could 
subsist  wdiile  America  put  England  in  the  same 
category  with  France,  and  kept  up  her  incessant 
clamour  against  our  orders  in  council,  without 
doing  anytliing  to  oppose  the  Berlin  and  Milan 
decrees,  which  had  given  birth  to  our  orders.  It 
should  appear  also  that  Erskine  was  over-reached, 
and  was  no  match  for  the  Americans  in  their  own 
field  of  diplomacy.  Without  waiting  for  the  ratifica¬ 
tion,  without  which — as  Jefferson  himself  had  so  re¬ 
cently  proved  by  his  own  conduct — the  treaty  was 
null,  a  great  number  of  impatient  American  mer¬ 
chantmen  set  sail  for  the  British  ports,  and  for 
other  places.  Our  government,  however,  provided 
that  no  loss  should  accrue  to  such  vessels  as  had 
proceeded  to  England  in  reliance  upon  the  treaty, 
and  that  none  should  be  stopped  until  after  a  cer¬ 
tain  interval.  In  the  same  year,  1809  (in  the 
month  of  April),  the  British  government  made  a 
modification  in  the  orders  in  council  expressly  to 
favour  America,  by  opening  to  her  trade  the  Ger¬ 
man  Ocean,  the  Baltic,  the  foreign  jiossessions  of 
the  Dutch,  and  part  of  Italy.  In  the  following 
year  Mr.  Jackson,  who  had  been  sent  out  to  Wash¬ 
ington,  on  the  recal  of  Mr.  Erskine,  to  explain  his 
mistakes  and  to  renew  the  negociation,  discovered 
very  strong  symptoms  of  a  determination  on  the 
])art  of  President  Madison  to  brave  a  war  with 
England.  As  if  for  the  express  purpose  of  throw¬ 
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ing  invincible  obstacles  in  the  way  to  any  adjust¬ 
ment,  the  American  government  now, /or  the  first 
time,  complained  of  our  order  of  blockade  of  May, 
1806,  as  a  violation  of  neutral  rights,  an  infringe¬ 
ment  of  the  law  of  nations,  and  as  a  provocation 
which  justified  the  Berlin  decree;  and,  also  for 
the  first  time,  after  four  years  of  busy  negociation, 
Madison  put  forward  a  new  doctrine  about  block¬ 
ades  to  which  England  could  not  have  submitted 
without  infinite  mischief  to  herself.  The  American 
minister  accused  Jackson  of  stubbornness,  intem¬ 
perance  of  language,  and  ill  will  to  the  republic, 
and  Jackson  retorted  the  charges.  The  stubborn¬ 
ness  of  our  envoy  appears  to  have  consisted  in  a 
strict  adherence  to  his  letters  of  instruction,  and  in 
a  firm  determination  not  to  commit  the  honour 
and  interests  of  his  country.  Madison  instructed 
the  Am.erican  minister  in  London  to  demand  the 
immediate  recal  of  Jackson  as  an  unfriendly,  im¬ 
practicable  man.  Our  government  recalled  its 
envoy,  but  took  good  care  not  to  express  any  dis¬ 
pleasure  at  his  conduct  or  bearing  in  Washington. 
The  Congress  had  passed  an  act,  providing  that,  if 
either  Great  Britain  or  France  should  modify  its 
edicts  so  as  that  they  should  cease  to  violate  the 
neutral  commerce  of  the  United  States,  and  if  the 
other  nation  should  not,  within  three  months  there¬ 
after,  do  the  same,  the  restriction  of  intercourse 
should  cease  with  regard  to  the  first  nation,  but 
remain  in  force  with  regard  to  the  second.  This 
signified  that  Madison  had  been  induced  to  believe 
that  Bonaparte,  though  preserving  the  rigour  of  his 
edicts  against  all  other  neutral  nations,  and  against 
England,  would  relax  the  severity  of  the  Berlin 
and  Milan  decrees  in  favour  of  the  United  States 
exclusively.  Backed  by  the  Act  of  Congress, 
Madison  (in  November,  1810)  issued  a  proclama¬ 
tion,  importing  that  the  two  French  edicts  had 
actually  been  revoked,  and  that,  therefore,  from 
that  time  forward  the  American  restrictions  upon 
trade  were  abrogated  with  respect  to  France.  And, 
on  the  same  day,  Gallatin,  his  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  sent  letters  to  the  different  collectors  of 
the  customs  to  announce  the  abolition  of  the  re¬ 
strictions  with  regard  to  France,  but  to  declare 
that  these  restrictions  would  all  be  revived  in  full 
force  with  regard  to  Great  Britain,  within  three 
months,  unless  she  revoked  her  orders  in  council. 
By  a  subsequent  letter  Gallatin  intimated  that  all 
British  goods  arriving  subsequently  to  the  2nd  of 
February,  1811,  would  be  seized  and  forfeited. 

By  his  Milan  decree  Bonaparte  declared  the 
ships  of  all  neutrals  which  allowed  themselves  to 
be  searched  by  the  English — or,  which,  to  use  his 
language,  submitted  to  the  tyranny  of  Britain — to 
be,  by  the  fact,  denationalized.  This  meant  that 
every  American  or  other  neutral  vessel  that  sub¬ 
mitted  to  our  search  should  forfeit  all  the  rights  of 
its  flag,  and  be  treated  as  an  cnem.y,  and  seized  and 
confiscated  by  the  French  or  the  allies  of  France, 
wherever  found.  Nor  did  the  decree  remain  a  dead 
letter :  scores  of  American  vessels  were,  seized  in 
France,  in  Holland,  in  the  German  ports  on  the 
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Baltic,  and  in  other  dependencies  or  conquests  of 
the  French  empire.  In  Italy  they  were  seized  by 
the  Frencli  viceroy,  Bonaparte’s  son-in-law,  Beau- 
harnais,  and  by  his  brother-in-law,  Murat,  King  of 
Naples.  In  the  Neapolitan  ports  alone  many 
American  merchantmen  were  embargoed,  seized, 
sold,  ;ind,  notwithstanding  the  war  declared  by  the 
United  States  against  England  in  1813,  no  indem¬ 
nity  or  satisfaction  had  been  given  when  Murat  was 
hurled  from  his  throne  in  1815.  American  con¬ 
suls  and  other  agents  remained  for  years  at  Naples 
as  humble  supplicants,  whose  memorials  were 
treated  with  contempt.  But,  when  the  French  ple¬ 
beian  king  was  dethroned  and  fusilladed,  when  the 
old  Bourbon  king,  Ferdinand,  was  restored  to  his 
continental  dominions,  and  when  the  battle  of 
Waterloo  had  for  ever  decided  the  fate  of  the  man 
to  whom  they  had  so  long  truckled,  then  blazed  forth 
the  American  ire;  then  were  asserted  the  American 
rights,  power,  and  dignity,  and  a  republican  squa¬ 
dron  sailed  into  the  bay  of  Naples  with  its  stripes 
and  stars,  peremptorily  demanding  from  old  Ferdi¬ 
nand  satisfaction  for  the  wrongs,  and  indemnity  for 
the  injuries,  which  had  been  committed  by  Murat, 
the  usurper  of  his  throne,  and  threatening  or  seem¬ 
ing  to  threaten  the  defenceless  city  with  a  bombard¬ 
ment.*  And  be  it  also  remembered  that,  even 
after  the  United  States  played  into  the  hands  of 
Bonaparte  by  concluding  a  treaty  with  him,  and  by 
waging  hostilities  against  England,  France  herself 
did  not  give  indemnities  for  the  American  ships 
and  property  she  bad  seized,  and  that  the  closing 
of  that  long  account  was  only  obtained  from  his 
present  majesty  Louis  Philippe,  through  the  friendly 
mediation  of  the  British  government.  The  propo¬ 
sitions  and  proclamations  of  Jefferson  and  Madison 
were  little  more  than  a  repetition  of  Bonaparte’s 
principles  and  of  the  very  words  of  his  decrees ; 
for,  in  order  to  have  them  in  the  trap  where  he 
wanted  them,  he  had  said  that  his  measures  against 
neutrals  should  cease  to  have  any  effect  with  respect 
to  any  nation  that  should  have  the  firmness  to  com¬ 
pel  the  English  government  to  respect  its  flag.  The 
Americans  could  not  commit  tliemselves  to  one 
single  part  of  the  principles  maintained  by  Bona¬ 
parte  in  his  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  without 
committing  themselves  to  the  counterpart  and  con¬ 
sequences.  Now,  it  was  his  principle  that  those 
who  did  not  resist  an  injury  offered  them  by  either 
of  the  belligerents  were  no  longer  to  be  considered 
as  neutrals;  that  by  their  acquiescence  they  made 
themselves  parties  to  the  cause  of  the  encmjq  and 
thereby  rendered  themselves  liable  to  be  treated  in 
the  same  way  as  if  they  had  actually  declared  war 
against  the  nation  to  whose  interests  they  stood 
opposed.  Thus,  by  the  theory  they  embraced, 
and  by  the  conduct  they  had  pursued,  the  Ame- 

•  Tlie  principle  quoted  by  the  Americans  was  right,  however  hard 
its  present  application ;  governments  and  dynasties  pass  away,  but  the 
country,  the  state  remains,  and  must  be  made  answerable  for  the  past ; 
but  what  was  complained  of  at  the  time  was  the  insolent,  impatient 
manner  in  which  the  Americans  pressed  their  demand  on  the  old 
Hourbon  prince,  alWr  having  tamely  submitted  for  so  many  years  to 
the  injustice  and  spoliation  committed  by  Murat,  under  lUe  orders  of 
Bonaparte. 
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ricans  had  put  themselves  in  an  attitude  of  hos¬ 
tility  which  would  have  justified  a  declaration  of 
war  on  the  part  of  the  English.  But  the  English, 
having  enemies  enough  upon  their  hands,  wished 
for  no  war  with  them.  In  March,  1811,  Pinckney, 
the  American  minister,  was  recalled  from  London, 
in  a  manner  that  w'as  almost  equivalent  to  a  decla¬ 
ration  of  war  by  the  United  States.  And  from  this 
moment  the  Americans  acted  as  if  the  French  edicts 
against  neutrals  had  been  entirely  revoked,  for  they 
threw  open  their  ports  for  ships  hearing  the  French 
flag,  and  kept  them  shut  against  our  flag.  In  the 
month  of  May  of  this  same  year  (1811)  open  acts 
of  hostility  took  place  upon  the  seas.  The  British 
frigate  ‘  Giierriere,’  Captain  Samuel  John  Pechell, 
took  some  British  sailors  out  of  American  vessels, 
and,  by  the  mistake  so  easily  made,  took  some 
two  or  three  men  who  were  natives  or  citizens  of 
the  States.  Upon  discovering  his  error  Captain 
Pechell  returned  all  these  Americans,  except  one 
man  who  voluntarily  entered  our  service.  Forth¬ 
with  orders  came  down  to  the  coast  from  Washing¬ 
ton  to  Commodore  Rodgers  to  jirotect  the  coasts 
and  commerce  of  the  States,  and  to  put  to  sea 
immediately  in  pursuit  of  the  British  frigate  (the 
‘  Cuerriere’),  for  her  having  captured  and  retained 
an  American  citizen.  Nothing  loth  for  a  brush, 
and  confident  in  his  enormous  superiority  over  the 
‘  Cuerriere,’  Commodore  Rodgers,  with  officers  on 
board  who  had  come  from  Washington  with  letters 
from  President  Madison,  sailed  from  the  Chesa¬ 
peake  on  the  1 2th  of  May,  with  his  immense  frigate 
‘  President,’  which  was  all  in  fighting  order,  and  a 
match  for  a  ship  of  the  line.  On  the  13th  the 
American  commodore  was  led  to  believe  that  he 
was  getting  near  to  Captain  Pechell’s  frigate ;  and 
thereupon  he  got  an  extra  quantity  of  shot  and  wads 
upon  the  deck  and  cleared  the  ‘  President  ’  for 
action.  The  information  was,  however,  incorrect ; 
and,  instead  of  falling  in  with  the  ‘  Cuerriere  ’  fri¬ 
gate,  the  ‘President,’  on  the  I6th  of  May,  fell  in 
with  a  still  more  unequal  antagonist — the  British 
ship-sloop  ‘  Little  Belt,’  Captain  Arthur  Batt 
Bingham.  The  ‘Little  Belt’  mounted  18  car- 
ronades,  thirty-two-pounders,  and  2  nines ;  she  was 
a  low  flushed  vessel,  and  her  entire  crew,  counting 
boys,  was  121.  The  ‘President’  was  larger  than 
an  English  74 ;  she  carried  56  guns  of  high  calibre, 
for  30  of  them  were  long  twenty-four-pounders, 
and  24  of  them  were  forty-two-pounder  car- 
ronades ;  her  crew  amounted  to  more  than  600, 
of  whom  300  were  said  to  he  British  seamen  ! 
Nothing  is  so  clear  as  that  Commodore  Rodgers 
had  gone  out  with  a  determination  to  fight  the 
‘  Cuerriere  ’  frigate,  and  that,  not  finding  her,  he 
gladly  attacked  what  he  found.  As  he  was  descend¬ 
ing  the  Chesapeake  he  questioned  his  people  as  to 
their  readiness  to  fight.  It  may  be  presumed  that 
these  people  were  found  more  willing  to  fight  our 
little  sloop-of-war  than  they  would  have  been  to 
contend  with  our  frigate,  inferior  as  she  was.  At 
first  the  ‘  Little  Belt  ’  hauled  up  in  chase  to  dis¬ 
cover  what  the  big  ship  was.  At  about  half-past  one 

4  B 


CIVIL  AND  MILITARY  TRANSACTIONS 1812. 


554 


HISTORY  OF  THE  REIGN  OF  GEORGE  III, 


in  the  afternoon  the  ‘  Little  Belt  ’  was  within  ten 
miles  of  the  ‘  President,’  who  then  hoisted  her 
ensign  and  commodore’s  pendant,  and  edged  away, 
as  if  to  meet  the  ‘  Little  Belt.’  Oar  sloop-of-war, 
at  the  same  time,  showed  her  number,  and  after¬ 
wards  the  customary  signal,  calling  npon  the 
stranger,  if  a  British  ship-of-war,  to  show  hers. 
As  Commodore  Rodgers  did  not  answer  the  signal, 
Captain  Bingham  concluded  that  the  ‘  President  ’ 
was  showing  her  true  ensign,  that  she  was  an 
American  frigate,  and  consequently  a  neutral;  and 
thereupon  he  hoisted  his  colours,  wore,  and  re¬ 
sumed  his  course.  Upon  this  Comnmdore  Rodgers 
crowded  sail  in  chase,  being,  as  he  afterwards 
said,  desirous  of  speaking  the  sloop-of-war,  and  of 
ascertaining  what  she  was.  Captain  Bingham  now 
made  the  private  signal,  and,  finding  it  unanswered, 
he  felt  assured  that  the  stranger,  notwithstanding 
her  chasing,  must  be  an  American  ;  and,  therefore, 
he  hauled  down  both  ensign  and  signal,  and  con¬ 
tinued  his  course.  At  half-past  six  in  the  evening 
the  ‘  President  ’  got  near  to  the  ‘  Little  Belt,’  who 
shortened  sail,  re-hoisted  colours,  and  hove  to, 
Captain  Bingham  wishing  to  remove  all  remain¬ 
ing  doubts  on  either  side,  before  it  grew  dark.  But, 
to  avoid  being  taken  by  surprise,  Bingham  did 
what  every  officer  was  bound  to  do  in  such  circum¬ 
stances — he  double-shotted  the  ‘  Little  Belt  ’  guns, 
and  got  all  clear  for  action.  The  ‘  President  ’  ap¬ 
proaching  as  if  she  intended  to  take  a  raking  posi¬ 
tion,  the  ‘  Little  Belt  ’  wore  three  times.  At  eight 
o’clock  in  the  evening  the  two  ships  were  not 
above  ninety  yards  apart,  the  ‘  Little  Belt  ’  being 
upon  the  starboard  tack.  And  now  Captain  Bing¬ 
ham  hailed  the  ‘  President  ’  in  the  usual  manner. 
The  ‘  President  ’  returned  no  answer,  the  Ame¬ 
ricans  verifying  now,  as  they  had  done  on  a  previ¬ 
ous  occasion,  the  old  adage,  that  there  are  none  so 
deaf  as  those  who  will  not  hear.  Meanwhile  the 
‘  President  ’  kept  advancing,  as  if  intending  to 
rake  the  ‘  Little  Belt,’  by  passing  astern  of  her. 
But  the  ‘Little  Belt’  wore  a  fourth  time,  and 
came  to  on  the  larboard  tack.  The  ‘  President  ’ 
also  hove  to,  and  the  ships  lay  within  eighty  yards 
of  each  other.  Captain  Bingham  standing  for- 
w'ard  on  a  gun  hailed,  “  Ship  a-hoy !”  The 
neutral  frigate  merely  repeated,  “  Ship  a-hoy.” 
“  Wliat  ship  is  that.?”  cried  Bingham  through 
his  speaking  trumpet.  “  What  ship  is  that  ?” 
repeated  Commodore  Rodgers.  And  at  this  in¬ 
stant  a  gun  was  fired  from  the  ‘  President,’  and 
was  presently  answered  by  the  ‘  Little  Belt.’  A 
lurious  though  most  unequal  engagement  ensued, 
and  lasted  for  nearly  half  an  hour,  when  the  ‘  Little 
Belt,’  owing  to  the  loss  of  her  after^sail  and  the 
damaged  state  of  her  rigging,  fell  off,  so  that  no 
gun  could  bear.  As  she  ccascil  her  firing  the 
‘  President  ’  ceased  hers.  Shortly  after  this  Com¬ 
modore  Rodgers  liailed,  and  learned,  what  he  and 
his  officers,  and  every  seaman  onboard,  must  have 
known  many  hours  before,  that  the  vessel  he  had 
been  fighting  with  was  a  British  ship,  and  conse¬ 
quently  (as  there  was  no  declaration  of  war  between 
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the  two  countries)  a  friendly  ship.  But  Rodgers 
pretended  that  it  w'as  now  for  the  first  time  that  he 
ascertained  the  nation  and  quality  of  our  sloop-of- 
war  I  This  w'orthy  citizen  of  the  United  States 
then  put  the  question,  whether  his  weak  antagonist 
had  struck  ?  Captain  Bingham  answered  with  a 
right  good  English  “  No !”  Our  poor  sloop-of- 
war  lay  almost  a  wreck  upon  the  waters  :  her  rig¬ 
ging  was  cut  to  pieces ;  not  a  brace  or  a  bowline 
left ;  her  masts  and  yards  were  badly  wounded ; 
her  gaff  was  shot  aw'ay ;  her  upper  works  were 
riddled  ;  her  hull  was  much  battered,  and  shots 
were  entering  her  side  between  wind  and  water. 
Nothing  but  the  lowness  of  her  hull  in  the  water, 
and  the  close  distance  at  w'hich  she  had  fought, 
could  have  prevented  her  from  being  sunk  by  the 
enormously  heavy  broadside  of  the  ‘  President.’ 
And  there  w'anted  but  this  last  catastrophe  to  crown 
the  whole  exploit — to  put  a  climax  to  this  first 
grand  deed  of  the  republican  navy — to  this  atro¬ 
cious  attack  on  a  cock-boat  in  a  time  of  peace.  Out 
of  her  small  crew  Bingham’s  sloop  had  eleven  killed 
and  twenty-one  wounded.  During  the  night  the 
‘  President  ’  lay  to,  repairing  her  trifling  damages, 
and  waiting  for  daylight  in  order  to  have  a  clear 
and  satisfactory  view  of  the  effects  of  her  powers. 
The  ‘  Little  Belt  ’  also  lay  to,  getting  fresh  spars 
upon  deck,  and  patching  up  her  rigging.  As  soon 
as  it  was  daylight  (on  the  llth  of  May)  the  Ame¬ 
rican  ship  bore  up,  and  to  all  appearance  seemed 
ready  to  renew  the  action.  At  eight  a.m.  she 
passed  within  hail  of  the  ‘  Little  Belt,’  and  Com¬ 
modore  Rodgers  cried  out  “  Ship  a-hoy  !  I  ’ll  send 
a  boat  on  board,  if  you  please,  sir.”  Bingham 
replied,  “  Very  well,  sir.”  The  boat  went  under 
the  command  of  Rodgers’s  first  lieutenant,  who  bore 
a  message  from  the  commodore  to  the  English 
captain.  These  American  officers  could  plead 
blindness  as  well  as  deafness  whenever  it  suited 
their  purpose.  They  had  kept  the  ‘  Little  Belt  ’ 
in  sight  for  hours  of  broad  daylight  before  the 
action  commenced,  they  had  had  her  so  near, 
according  to  Rodgers’s  own  official  letter,  that 
those  on  board  the  ‘  President  ’  could  measure  her 
low'  stern  and  her  broadside  ;  they  had  good  glasses 
on  board,  and  they  used  them,  and  one  of  his  officers 
said  that  Rodgers  very  well  saw  both  the  colours 
and  the  size  of  the  ‘  Little  Belt ;’  yet  now,  m  his 
message  to  Captain  Bingham,  he  professed  to  la¬ 
ment  much  “  the  unfortunate  affair,”  and  declared 
that,  if  he  had  known  that  the  ‘  Little  Belt’s  ’  force 
was  so  inferior  to  the  ‘  President’s,’  he  would  not 
have  fired  into  her !  On  being  asked  why  he  had 
fired  at  all,  the  American  lieutenant  replied,  that 
the  ‘  Little  Belt  ’  had  fired  first.  This  was  denied 
by  Captain  Bingham,  and  by  all  on  board  the 
sloop.  The  lieutenant  then,  in  the  name  of  his 
commodore,  offered  assistance — nay,  the  magna¬ 
nimity  went  so  far  as  to  suggest  that,  notwithstand¬ 
ing  the  total  exclusion  of  the  British  flag,  the 
shattered  ‘Little  Belt’  might  be  allowed  to  go 
into  a  port  of  the  United  States  to  repair  and  refit. 
Better  for  men  who  jirized  the  honour  of  their 
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country,  and  who  put  a  right  estimate  on  this 
American  generosity,  to  run  the  risk  of  sinking 
one  and  all,  with  their  little  ship,  and  with  their 
own  flag  flying,  than  accept  these  offers  !  Captain 
Bingham  declined  them ;  the  boat  returned,  the 
‘President’  made  sail  to  the  westward,  and  the 
‘  Little  Belt,’  as  soon  as  she  could  do  so,  kept  her 
own  original  course  to  the  northward.* 

It  followed,  as  a  matter  of  course,  that,  when 
President  Madison  and  his  congenial  government 
were  applied  to  for  explanations,  they  disavowed 
any  hostile  orders,  declared  that  their  intention  was 
only  “  to  protect  the  coast  and  commerce  of  the 
United  States,”  and  repeated  the  monstrous  fiction 
of  their  commodore,  that  a  vessel  not  one-fourth 
equal  to  her  in  point  of  force  had  provoked, 
sought,  and  actually  commenced  an  action  with  the 
‘President.’  They  commended  Rodgers  for  all  that 
he  had  done,  they  held  him  up  as  a  man  of  spirit 
and  determination,  and  when  the  war  began  m  a 
somew’hat  more  regular  manner,  they  put  him  for¬ 
ward  as  their  pet  champion,  and  as  the  proper  hero 
to  defend  the  rights  and  dignity  of  their  republican 
flag — which,  indeed,  w'e  must  admit  Rodgers  was. 
On  the  other  side,  the  captain,  officers,  and  crew- 
of  the  ‘  Little  Belt  ’  received  the  applause  of  every 
generous  mind  (some  in  America  not  excepted),  for 
the  spirit  they  had  manifested;  and,  on  the  7th  of 
February,  1812,  Captain  Bingham  was  promoted 
to  post  rank. 

The  English  government,  however,  had  sent  out 
a  new  envoy  to  Washington  on  the  hopeless  task  of 
attempting  a  friendly  negociation.  This  new  envoy 
and  minister  plenipotentiary  w^as  Mr.  A.  Foster, 
who  had  been  secretary  of  embassy  to  Mr.  Merry, 
in  the  years  1804-5-6,  who  knew  the  United 
States  well,  and  who  had  many  friends  among  their 
natives.  Besides  these  advantages — as  they  were 
considered  in  the  eyes  of  those  who  appointed 
him — Mr.  Foster  had  a  mild  and  conciliating 
temper,  a  good  deal  of  diplomatic  experience  and 
address,  and  manners  that  w'ere  calculated  to  please 
and  charm  civilized  men.  But  these  advantages, 
or  the  greater  part  of  them,  were  really  disadvant¬ 
ages  in  America :  ]\Ir.  Foster’s  friends  were  all  of 
the  federal  or  Washingtonian  party,  and  that  party 
was  now  crushed  by  Jefferson’s  mobocraev,  who 
took  his  mildness  for  timidity,  his  gentlemanly 
manners  for  effeminacy,  and  who  delighted  to  ex¬ 
pose  him  on  every  possible  occasion  to  that  vulgarity 
and  brutishness  which  w’ere  considered  as  essential 
parts  of  republicanism.  We  do  not,  however, 
mean  it  to  be  implied  that  any  British  diplomatist 
could  now  have  done  more  than  Mr.  Foster  did — 
that  is,  noUiin^.  But,  through  the  fault  of  our 
government,  Mr.  Foster  was  left  doing  this  down 
to  the  moment  that  President  Madison  threw  the 
gauntlet  in  our  face. 

In  every  stage  of  these  American  troubles  nur  op¬ 
position  party  in  parliament,  and  our  Ultra- Whig 
and  Radical  new'spapers,  had  so  far  taken  sides  with 
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the  Americans  as  to  attribute  the  entire  blame,  or 
all  the  original  causes  of  disagreement,  to  the  folly, 
imbecility,  or  wickedness  of  our  own  government. 
And  many  who  did  not  go  to  this  extreme  length, 
and  who  considered  the  quarrel  with  a  more  im¬ 
mediate  reference  to  the  purse  and  the  commercial 
prosperity  of  the  country,  had  maintained  all  along 
that  in  spite  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees,  in 
spite  of  the  glaring  subserviency  of  America  to 
France,  in  spite  of  the  consideration,  that,  if  we 
gave  to  the  flag  of  the  United  States  all  that  it 
claimed,  that  flag  must  render  the  most  vital  ser¬ 
vices  to  our  numerous  enemies,  and  at  the  same 
time  monopolize  to  itself  the  trade  of  nearly  all 
Europe,  we  ought  to  revoke  our  orders  in  council, 
and  yield  every  contested  point  in  them,  foras¬ 
much  as  the  said  orders  in  council  were,  particu¬ 
larly  since  America  had  closed  her  ports  against 
us,  and  had  stopped  all  intercourse  of  trade  with 
us,  far  more  mischievous  to  Great  Britain  than  to 
the  United  States.  Nearly  all  the  political  econo¬ 
mists — in  whose  frigid  school  the  warmth  of  patrio¬ 
tism  and  nationality  seems  apt  to  I'reeze — were  of 
this  opinion,  and  they  were  seconded  and  supported 
by  our  manufacturers,  who  could  ill  bear  the  inter¬ 
ruption  of  their  great  export  trade  to  America. 
From  some  of  these  quarters  repeated  intimations 
had  been  sent  across  the  Atlantic,  that,  if  the  Ame¬ 
ricans  would  but  keep  aloof  from  any  engagements 
with  France,  the  orders  in  council  would  either  be 
revoked,  as  regarded  them,  or  very  much  modified. 
A  committee  was  actually  appointed  by  the  House 
of  Commons  to  examine  the  effects  of  the  orders 
in  council  on  the  commercial  interests  of  the  nation, 
and  this  committee  continued  its  inquiries  during 
all  the  agitation  which  followed  the  assassination 
of  Mr.  Perceval.  On  the  16th  of  June  (1812), 
Mr.  Brougham  (now  Lord  Brougham),  the  most 
eloquent  of  the  advocates  for  the  revocation  of  the 
orders,  after  minutely  stating  the  facts  brought  out 
by  the  committee’s  inquiries,  moved  an  address  to 
the  prince  regent,  beseeching  him  to  recal  or  sus¬ 
pend  the  orders  in  council,  and  to  adopt  such 
other  measures  as  might  tend  to  conciliate  neutral 
powers,  without  sacrificing  the  rights  and  dignity 
of  his  majesty’s  crown.  Lord  Castlereagh,  now 
secretary  of  state  for  foreign  aff  airs,  deprecated  the 
attempt  to  bring  so  important  a  question  to  a  hasty 
decision,  and  stated  that  it  was  the  intention  of 
government  to  make  a  conciliatory  proposition 
to  the  United  States.  After  some  demur  Mr. 
Brougham  withdrew  his  motion  on  the  intimation 
that  this  definitive  proposition  was  already  decided 
upon  in  the  cabinet,  and  would  appear  in  the  very 
next  Gazette.  And,  accordingly,  on  the  23rd  of 
June  (1812),  there  appeared  a  declaration  from  the 
prince  regent  in  council,  abrolutely  revoking  the 
orders  in  council  as  far  as  they  regarded  America. 
It  had  not  b^en  until  the  20  h  ot  May  that  Mr. 
Russell,  ffie  American  charge  d’affaires,  transmitted 
to  Lo’:a  Castlereagh  “a  copy  of  a  certain  instru- 
ti’.ent,  then  for  the  first  time  ccmmxmicaled  to  this 
court,  purporting  to  be  a  decree  passed  by  the 
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government  of  France  on  the  28th  day  of  April, 
1811,  by  which  the  decrees  of  Berlin  and  Milan 
are  declared  to  be  definitively  no  longer  in  force 
in  regard  to  American  vessels.”  This  long  con¬ 
cealed  document,  or  this  document  with  a  French 
falsified  date,  which  was  dated  from  the  Palace  of 
St.  Cloud,  stated  that  it  was  on  account  of  the  law 
passed  by  the  congress  of  the  United  States  on  the 
2nd  of  hlarch,  1811,  which  ordered  the  execution 
of  the  provisions  of  the  Act  of  Non- Intercourse 
with  Great  Britain,  and  on  account  of  the  resist¬ 
ance  to  the  arbitrary  pretensions  of  our  orders  in 
council,  and  the  refusal  of  the  Americans  to  ad¬ 
here  to  a  system  invading  the  independence  of 
neutral  powers,  and  of  their  flag,  that  the  Emperor 
Napoleon  had  revoked  his  decrees  with  regard  to 
them.  The  prince  regent’s  revocation  contained  a 
proviso,  that  the  present  order  should  be  of  no 
effect  unless  the  United  States  revoked  their  Non- 
Intercourse  Act.  It  has  been  usual  to  say  that  the 
revocation  came  too  late ;  that,  if  our  government 
had  conceded  it  only  a  few  weeks  or  a  very  few 
months  earlier,  there  wmuld  have  been  no  war  with 
America.  Now  Madison  had  been  treating  with 
Bonaparte’s  government  ever  since  the  end  of 
1810;  he  had  agreed  to  the  preliminaries  of  a 
treaty  with  that  government  early  in  the  summer 
of  1811 ;  and  the  whole  course  of  his  conduct,  and 
his  passionate  desire  to  illustrate  his  presidency 
by  annexing  Canada  to  the  United  States,  were 
proofs  demonstrative  of  his  determination  to  brave 
a  war  with  England.  If  this  had  not  been  his 
fixed  and  unalterable  resolution  in  May,  1811, 
Commodore  Rodgers  would  never  have  received 
from  Washington  the  orders  under  which  he  had 
acted.  The  truth  is,  that  Madison  and  his  party 
had  nicely  calculated  on  which  side  lay  the  greater 
amount  of  profit  to  be  obtained,  or  whether  the 
United  States  would  gain  more  by  going  to  war 
with  England  than  by  putting  herself  in  a  state  of 
hostility  against  Bonaparte  and  his  edicts.  As  for 
the  cogent  logic  of  fear,  or  as  to  any  immediate 
apprehensions  from  the  “invincible”  armies  of  the 
hi  an  of  Destiny,  they  could  now  have  gone  for 
nothing,  for  the  French  had  no  fleets  left  to  con¬ 
vey  great  armies  across  the  Atlantic — they  could 
scarcely  show  a  ship  at  sea  anyw  here.  “  Every¬ 
thing  in  the  United  States,”  says  the  historian  of 
our  navy,  “  was  to  be  settled  by  a  calculation  of 
profit  and  loss.  France  had  numerous  allies ; 
England  scarcely  any.  France  had  no  contiguous 
territory ;  England  had  the  Canadas  ready  to  be 
marched  into  at  a  moment’s  notice.  France  had 
no  commerce  ;  England  had  richly  laden  mer¬ 
chantmen  traversing  every  sea.  England,  there¬ 
fore,  it  was,  against  whom  the  deadly  blows  of 
America  were  to  be  levelled.”*  In  April,  1811, 
when  (according  to  French  authorities)  Madi¬ 
son’s  envoy  at  Paris  got  the  St.  Cfloud  revoca¬ 
tion,  and  got  other  assurances  from  Bonaparte, 
the  great  storm  gathering  in  the  nortl:,-  and 
which  was  destined  to  accelerate  that  conqueror’s 
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ruin,  was  not  yet  discernible  to  the  eyes  of  Ame¬ 
rican  statesmen ;  when  it  became  visible  to  them 
it  was  rather  too  late  to  retract,  if  Madison  and  his 
party  had  been  inclined  so  to  do ;  but  it  should 
appear  that  there  was  no  such  inclination,  and  that 
the  president  and  the  whole  party  felt  inwardly 
convinced  that  the  Man  of  Destiny,  the  most  extra¬ 
vagant  accounts  of  whose  exploits  were  always  the 
most  current  and  the  most  admired  among  these 
republicans,  would  prevail  over  Russia  as  he  had 
done  over  Prussia  and  Austria,  and  the  more 
surely  from  Prussia  and  Austria  being  now  his 
allies  and  assistants,  and  sending,  like  nearly  every 
country  in  Europe,  their  troops  to  fight  under  the 
conqueror’s  orders.  These  Americans  had  culti¬ 
vated  the  friendship  of  Russia;  they  had  sent 
envoys  to  Petersburgh,  who  had  fallen  down  on 
their  knees  as  if  to  worship  the  throne  of  the  czar  ; 
they  had  shown  a  strong  leaning  of  affection  to  the 
Russian  legation  at  Washington,  and  Jefi’erson  had 
declared  in  his  most  emphatic  style,  that  he  firmly 
believed  the  Emperor  Alexander  to  be  not  merely 
the  best  of  sovereigns  (for  that  were  but  a  poor 
compliment  according  to  his  republican  notions), 
but  the  best  and  most  virtuous  of  men — “  one 
enthusiastically  devoted  to  better  the  condition  of 
mankind  ” — and  one  who  had  “  taken  a  peculiar 
affection  to  America  and  its  government — but, 
notwithstanding  all  this,  they  believed,  and  they 
hoped,  that  Alexander  would  be  crushed  as  the 
Emperor  Francis  had  been,  and  that  Bonaparte 
would  soon  date  his  decrees  from  Petersburgh  as 
he  had  done  from  Vienna  and  Berlin.*  It  was 
believed,  too,  that  the  subjugation  of  Russia  would 
leave  Bonaparte  without  one  powerful  enemy  on 
the  Continent  of  Europe,  and  therefore  lead  to  his 
employing  all  his  means  and  energies  against 
England.  Great  encouragement  was  also  found  in 
our  temporary  commercial  panic,  in  the  ill-timed 
report  of  our  Bullion  Committee,  and  in  the  par¬ 
liamentary  debates  and  the  newspaper  strictures  to 
which  it  gave  rise.  Jefferson,  for  one,  believed 
that  the  credit  of  the  Bank  of  England  was  gone 
for  ever,  that  the  nation  was  bankrupt :  and  Jeffer¬ 
son,  though  no  longer  president,  w'as  still  the  oracle 
and  tutelary  genius  of  the  anti-English  and  war 
party. 

The  moderation  of  England  had  allow'ed  the 
American  government  to  choose  its  own  time.  On 
the  14th  of  April,  at  a  secret  sitliiKj  of  Congress, 
an  enrbargo  was  laid  on  all  ships  and  vessels  of 
the  United  States,  duringthe  space  of  ninety  days. 
This  was  intended  to  lessen  the  number  of  trading 
American  vessels  that  would  be  at  the  mercy  of 
England  when  war  was  formally  declared,  and  at 

•  Sir  Augustus  Foster  noted  the  democratic  incongruity,  tliat,  of 
all  the  foreign  legations  at  Washington,  the  one  uiiich  seemed  to  be 
on  the  best  terms  with  the  Americans  was  the  Russian for, 
strange  to  say,  they  have  always  had  a  leaning  of  adection  to  the 
most  alisolnte  of  all  governments,  and  have  been  publicly  as  well  as 
individually  .assiduous  in  courting  the  good  graces  of  the  autocrat.’' 
At  a  later  period  Sir  Augustus  mentions  the  surprise  of  the  present 
I'lmperor  Nicholas,  at  seeing  the  American  en\oy,  the  celebrated 
republican  John  Randolph,  ot  Roanoke,  drop  on  his  knees  to  present 
his  credentials.  Sir  Augustus  had  the  anecdote  from  the  emperor's 
own  lips. 
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the  same  time  to  secure  for  their  leviathan  frigates, 
their  privateers,  and  their  other  fighting  ships, 
good  and  numerous  crews.  As  there  had  been  but 
little  trade  ever  since  their  Suspension  of  Inter¬ 
course  Act,  as  grass  had  already  begun  to  grow  on 
the  deserted  wharves  of  New  York  and  Phila¬ 
delphia,  it  was  easy  to  obtain  vessels  and  men  for 
what  they  hoped  might  prove  the  profitable  trade 
of  privateering ;  and  by  getting  the  start,  by  tak¬ 
ing  England  by  surprise,  they  were  pretty  sure  to 
make  a  good  harvest  in  the  American  seas  and 
among  our  West  India  islands.  By  the  end  of 
May  most  of  the  fastest  sailing  ships,  brigs,  and 
schooners  of  their  merchant  service  were  fitted,  or 
vere  fitting  out,  as  privateers  ;  and  many  lay  ready 
to  sail  the  moment  that  war  should  be  declared. 
They  had  not  to  wait  long.* 

The  moderate  party,  which  was  now  joined  by  a 
few  of  the  anti- federalists  or  Jefferson  men,  made 
several  efforts  to  avert  or  retard  the  breach ;  and 
by  so  doing  they  exposed  themselves  to  charges  of 
treachery  and  treason  in  the  new'spapers,  and  to 
the  risk  of  being  torn  to  pieces,  or  tarred  and 
feathered  by  the  mob,  or  cuffed  and  kicked  within 
the  hall  of  Congress  by  their  furious  opponents. 
On  the  29th  of  May  the  matter  was  brought  to  a 
decision,  by  the  rejection  of  a  resolution,  “  That 
under  the  present  circumstances  it  is  inexpedient 
to  resort  to  a  war  with  Great  Britain,” — which 
resolution  was  negatived  in  the  House  of  Represen¬ 
tatives  by  62  against  37.  On  the  1st  of  June  Pre¬ 
sident  Madison  sent  an  awfully  long  message  to 
both  Houses  of  Congress,  enumerating  all  the  pro¬ 
vocations  received  from  England,  commencing 
from  the  very  beginning  of  the  existence  of  the 
United  States  as  an  independent  nation,  reviving 
differences  which  had  been  long  since  considered 
as  settled,  putting  in  new  pretensions  and  causes 
of  quarrel,  inventing  some  facts,  and  distorting 
others,  giving  a  false  colour  and  character  to  the 
conduct  of  the  British  government,  misrepresent¬ 
ing  the  temper  and  feeling  of  the  British  people, 
and  cleverly  jumping  over  all  the  provocations,  in¬ 
sults,  and  serious  injuries  which  America  had 
received  from  republican,  consular,  and  imperial 
France,  and  to  all  of  which  she  had  so  meanly 
submitted.  On  the  4th  of  June— probably  be¬ 
cause  that  day  was  the  birth-day  of  our  poor,  old, 
blind,  and  distraught  king,  wdio  had  once  been 
his  sovereign — Madison  laid  before  the  two  Houses 
copies  of  the  correspondence  which  had  passed 
between  his  government  and  Mr.  Foster,  the  Eng¬ 
lish  envoy  at  Washington,  intimating  that  from 
that  correspondence  it  would  appear  that  Great 
Britain  was  determined  neither  to  revoke  her 
orders  in  council,  nor  to  concede  any  important 
point.  Stormy  and  terrible  were  the  debates  which 
followed ;  loud  were  the  boastings  of  one  party, 
and  dismal  the  predictions  of  the  other.  On  the 
18th  of  June,  two  days  after  ]\Ir.  Brougham’s 
friendly  oration  in  the  House  of  Commons,  they 
came  to  their  resolution  and  declaration.  Quib- 
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bling  to  the.  last,  they  did  not  declare  war  as  it  is 
usual  to  declare  it ;  but  they  declared  that  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain  were,  and  had  for 
a  long  time  past  been,  in  an  actual  state  of  war  ! 
This  determination  was  carried  in  the  Plouse  of 
Representatives  by  79  against  49.  The  supporters 
of  war  were  chiefly  from  the  western  and  southern 
states  to  Pennsylvania  inclusive;  the  advocates  for 
peace  were  chiefly  from  the  eastern  and  northern 
states.  The  ominous  note  of  disseverance  was 
again  heard,  the  eastern  and  northern  states  com¬ 
plaining  that  their  interests  were  sacrificed  to  the 
passions  and  the  interests  of  their  neighbours. 
When  the  news  reached  Boston,  that  city,  though 
the  cradle  of  the  American  revolution,  put  on 
mourning,  and  muffled  its  church  bells.  The 
same  tokens  of  distress  and  grief  were  displayed  in 
other  towns  of  the  east  and  north ;  but  at  Balti¬ 
more,  where,  as  in  other  ports  of  the  southern 
states,  swarms  of  privateers  were  all  ready  to 
pounce  upon  the  British  West  India  trade,  the 
exulting  and  furious  mob  perpetrated  cruel  atrocities 
upon  some  of  the  ojjposers  of  the  war. 

In  those  states  where  men  were  free  to  express 
their  pacific  sentiments,  and  their  English  predi¬ 
lections,  many  a  bold  remonstrance  was  made,  and 
now,  as  at  a  later  period,  the  war  was  set  down  as 
impolitic,  unjust,  iniquitous,  and  the  central  go¬ 
vernment  was  reminded  of  the  weakness  of  the 
ties  which  bound  the  east  and  the  north  to  it,  and  to 
the  states  of  the  west  and  south.  These  men  said 
that,  if  war  could  be  justified  against  Great  Britain, 
it  could  only  be  on  the  ground  assumed  by  the  pre¬ 
sident  and  his  government  that  the  French  decrees 
had  been  actually  repealed,  if  not  as  far  back  as 
November,  1810,  at  least  as  far  back  as  April, 
1811;  that  the  indiscriminate  plunder  and  destruc¬ 
tion  of  American  commerce,  the  capture  of  Ame¬ 
rican  ships  by  the  cruisers  of  France,  and  their 
condemnation  by  her  courts  and  by  the  emperor  in 
person,  together  with  his  repeated  and  solemn  de¬ 
clarations  that  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  were 
still  in  force,  and  constituted  the  fundamental  laws 
of  his  empire,  at  a  period  long  subsequent  to  the 
pretended  repeal,  furnished  a  conclusive  answer  to 
this  question.  That  this  important  question,  more¬ 
over,  was  now  definitely  answered  from  another 
quarter  ;  that  the  American  people  had  now  learned 
w’ith  astonishment  the  depth  of  their  degradation 
— had  learned  that  the  French  emperor,  as  if  to 
show  to  the  world  that  he  held  the  Americans  and 
their  government  in  utter  contempt,  had  reserved 
till  May,  1812,  the  official  declaration  of  the  fact 
that  these  decrees  were  repealed  in  April,  1811  ; 
and  then,  not  in  consequence  of  his  sense  of  their 
injustice,  but  because  the  American  government 
had  complied  with  his  conditions  and  proposals  by 
shutting  her  ports,  and  putting  herself  in  a  condi¬ 
tion  of  hostility  towards  England  ;  and  that  the 
emperor  had  since  added  that  this  decree  of  repeal 
was,  when  first  drawn  up,  communicated  to  the 
American  minister  at  Paris,  as  well  as  to  his  own 
minister  at  Washington,  to  be  made  known  to  the 
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president  and  government.  That,  as  the  previous 
pledge  of  Great  Britain  had  given  the  fullest  as¬ 
surance  that  she  would  repeal  her  orders  in  council 
as  soon  as  the  French  decrees  should  cease  to  exist, 
and  as  her  subsequent  conduct  left  no  doubt  that 
she  would  have  been  faithful  to  her  promise,  they 
(the  American  remonstrants)  could  never  too  much 
deplore  the  long  neglect  to  make  known  to  Great 
Britain  this  repeal,  whether  such  neglect  were 
attributable  to  the  French  government  or  to  their 
own.  They  continued — “  If  to  the  former  belong 
the  guilt  of  this  duplicity  and  falsehood,  every 
motive  of  interest,  and  every  incitement  of  duty, 
call  loudly  upon  our  administration  to  proclaim 
this  disgraceful  imposition  to  the  American  people; 
not  only  as  it  would  serve  to  develope  the  true  cha¬ 
racter  and  policy  of  France,  but  to  acquit  our  own 
officers  of  a  suppression  too  serious  to  be  overlooked 
or  forgiven.  But,  whatever  may  be  the  true  state 
of  this  mysterious  transaction,  the  promptness  with 
which  Great  Britain  hastened  to  repeal  her  orders, 
before  the  declaration  of  war  by  the  United  States 
was  known  to  her,  and  the  restoration  of  an  im¬ 
mense  amount  of  property,  then  within  her  poioer, 
can  leave  but  little  doubt  that  the  war,  on  our  part, 
was  premature,  and  still  less  that  the  perseverance 
in  it,  after  that  repeal  was  known,  was  improper, 
impolitic,  wiAunjust.”*  These  remonstrants  drew 
a  striking  picture  of  Bonaparte’s  despotism  in 
France,  and  Ids  unprovoked  invasions,  his  conquests 
and  oppressions,  in  other  countries.  Admitting 
that  England  might  have  been  guilty  of  many 
faults,  they  contended  that  she  was  still  the  most 
free  and  best  governed  country  in  Europe,  the  only 
champion  of  the  independence  of  the  other  European 
nations  ;  and  they  asked  whether  it  became  the  free 
and  independent  republic  of  the  United  States  to 
court  the  friendship  of  Bonaparte  by  rushing  into 
a  war  with  England .?  If  war  was  to  be  the 
portion  of  these  United  States,  still  they  must 
regret  that  such  a  moment  and  such  an  occasion 
should  have  been  chosen  for  the  experiment; — ■ 
“  that,  wliile  the  oppressed  nations  of  Europe  are 
making  a  magnanimous  and  glorious  effort  against 
the  common  enemy  of  all  free  states,  we  alone,  the 
descendants  of  the  pilgrims,  sworn  foes  to  civil  and 
religious  slavery,  should  voluntarily  co-operate  with 
the  oppressor  to  bind  other  nations  in  chains ;  that, 
while  diverting  the  forces  of  Great  Britain  from 
the  mighty  conflict,  we  shmdd  endanger  the  de¬ 
fenceless  territories  of  others.”  They  called  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  notorious  and  exasperating  fact  that 
Bonaparte  had  neither  restored  the  American  ships 
and  cargoes  he  had  seized,  nor  had  so  much  as 
promised  any  indemnity  for  them.  They  said  that, 
if  this  rash  war  was  undertaken  to  api)ease  the  re¬ 
sentment  or  secure  the  favour  of  France,  deep  and 
humiliating  must  be  the  disappointment;  for,  al¬ 
though  the  emperor  was  “  lavish  in  his  professions 
of  love  for  the  American  people,”  although  he  ap- 

•  Remonstrance  of  the  Lrtjislatnrc  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts 
nijainst  the  IVar  with  Great  lirnain.  State  Papers,  llislurical  Register  of 
the  United  States,  vol.  i.,  Wushingten  City,  1814. 
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plauded  their  ready  self-devotion,  and  declared 
“  that  their  commerce  and  their  prosperity  were 
within  the  scope  of  his  policy,”  yet  no  reparation 
had  been  made  or  ofl'ered  for  the  many  outrages, 
indignities,  and  insults  he  had  inflicted  on  their 
government,  nor  for  the  unnumbered  millions  of 
which  he  had  plundered  their  citizens.*’ 

The  aspect  of  Canada  was  very  tempting.  We 
had  few  regular  troops  there ;  hardly  any  prepara¬ 
tions  had  been  made  to  meet  the  coming  invasion, 
though  it  had  been  foreseen  for  some  months  ;  our 
frontier  forts  and  posts  were  in  a  poor  condition ; 
our  dependence  was  almost  solely  upon  the  militia 
of  the  country  ;  and  the  statesmen  of  Washington 
and  other  men  hoped  that  the  French  Canadians 
would  be  enchantecl  by  the  warbling  of  the  repub¬ 
lican  voice,  and  join  the  invaders  rather  than  fight 
against  them.  As  far  back  as  November,  1811 — ■ 
that  is  to  say,  nearly  eight  months  before  their 
declaration  of  war — the  central  government  had 
ordered  that  a  force  of  10,000  men  should  be  col¬ 
lected  at  Boston.  It  was  no  doubt  intended  that 
the  destination  of  this  force  should  be  kept  secret, 
but  the  American  government  could  never  stop  the 
babbling  of  American  newspapers.  Besides,  this 
force,  which  was  to  be  kept  in  readiness  to  march 
at  a  moment’s  notice,  could  have  no  other  object 
than  the  invasion  of  Canada.  Other  measures,  and 
particularly  the  sudden  enrolment  of  50,000  volun¬ 
teers  by  the  government  of  the  United  States, 
confirmed  the  opinion.  But  our  own  government 
was  oppressed  by  the  W'eight  of  more  serious  busi¬ 
ness  ;  our  local  government  in  Canada  had  fallen 
to  the  lot  of  some  incompetent  men;  and  bothw'erc 
induced  to  believe  that  the  United  States  in  the 
end  would  shrink  from  a  war  which  must  commit 
their  principles,  their  interests,  and  their  safety, 
and — as  it  wms  believed — lead  to  hostilities  between 
states  and  states,  and  finally  to  the  dissolution  of 
the  federal  union.  If  we  look  to  the  tremendous 
struggle  going  on  in  Spain,  where  the  war  depended 
almost  solely  upon  English  arms  and  English  money, 
and  in  Russia,  where  English  counsel,  countenance, 
and  support  were  required,  and  then  to  the  war  of 
independence  which  burst  out  in  Germany,  and  to 
the  immensity  of  means  required,  and  the  incessant 
attention  demanded  from  the  English  government 
to  keep  alive  the  flame  that  was  spreading  through¬ 
out  Europe,  we  shall  comprehend  that  our  ministers 
were  entitled  to  some  excuse  for  their  neglect  of 
American  affairs  ;  yet  still  they  will  remain  amen¬ 
able  to  the  charge  of  having  been  guilty  of  the  folly 
of  too  much  despising  the  new  enemy  arrayed 

*  They  also  (hvelt  upon  the  internal  danger  sure  to  result  from  any 
close  connexion  with  the  French,  whose  interference  in  the  afTairs  of  a 
foreign  country  had  always  ended  in  intestine  dissensions  and  usurpa¬ 
tion.  ‘‘  When  we  consider,”  said  tliey,  ‘‘  the  mysterious  secrecy 
which  has  veiled  the  corresj'ondence  ofilie  two  governments  from  our 
view,  and,  above  all,  when  we  consider  that  in  many  iustanoes  tlie 
most  important  measures  of  our  government  have  been  anticipated  in 
Paris  long  before  they  were  known  to  the  American  peo]de,  we  can¬ 
not  e«>nceal  our  anxiety  and  alarm  lor  the  honour  and  independence 
of  our  country  ;  and  we  most  fervently  pray  thatlhe  siicritices  we  have 
already  made  to  France,  like  the  early  concessions  of  Sjiain  and  Por¬ 
tugal,  of  Prussia  and  Sweden,  may  not  be  the  preludes  to  new  dt*- 
mands  and  new  concessions ;  and  that  we  may  be  preserved  from  all 
loUtical  connexion  with  the  common  enemy  of  civil  liberty.” — Hid, 
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against  them  at  this  most  busy  and  most  critical 
moment. 

Early  in  the  year  1812,  months  before  the  hos¬ 
tile  declaration,  and  while  Madison  was  constantly 
assuring  our  envoy  that  he  wished  to  continue 
amicable  negotiations,  the  van  of  the  invading  army 
assembled  near  the  Detroit  frontier.  It  was  2500 
strong,  was  well  provided  with  artillery,  and  was 
under  the  command  of  Hull,  who  passed  with  the 
Americans  for  a  great  general  and  strategist.  To 
defend  the  far-extending  frontiers  of  Upper  and 
Lower  Canada,  and  to  do  garrison  duty  in  the  in¬ 
terior  of  those  extensive  provinces,  we  had  only,  of 
regular  force,  about  4000  men,  and  some  of  these 
were  invalids.  The  Canadian  militia  then  incor¬ 
porated  ill  the  two  provinces  amounted  to  about 
the  same  number.  Sir  George  Prevost,  the  com- 
mander-in-cbief  of  these  forces,  was,  if  not  an  old 
woman,  assuredly  no  general.  But  fortunately  we 
had  in  the  Upper  province  an  officer  of  energy  and 
ability,  the  gallant  and  still-lamented  Major-general 
Brock.  This  officer,  knowing  of  the  gathering  of 
Hull’s  force  on  the  Detroit  frontier,  and  seeing 
that  war  was  certain,  sent  discretionary  orders  to  a 
British  officer  in  charge  of  Fort  St.  Joseph  to  act 
either  offensively  or  otherwise  against  the  enemy 
at  Michilimachimac,  as  he  should  find  advisable  ; 
and  that  officer,  on  the  17th  of  July,  a  month  all 
but  a  day  after  the  declaration  of  war  at  Washing¬ 
ton,  captured  the  American  place,  with  its  garrison 
of  sixty  men  and  seven  pieces  of  ordnance.  This 
was  the  first  operation  of  the  war,  and  was  attended 
with  very  important  consequences  :  it  gave  confi¬ 
dence  to  the  Indian  natives,  who  had  long  and 
almost  incessantly  been  engaged  in  a  cruel  war 
with  the  people  of  the  United  States,  and  who  now 
joined  the  British  heart  and  hand ;  it  opened  a 
ready  communication  with  many  of  their  scattered 
nations  or  tribes,  and  it  paved  the  way  to  the  sub¬ 
sequent  disasters,  and  the  humiliating  catastrophe 
of  the  renowned  FIull. 

In  the  meanwhile  Hull  and  his  2500  republicans 
crossed  the  Detroit  frontier,  being  preceded  by  a 
boastful  proclamation,  in  which  he  spoke  of  success 
as  certain,  and  in  which  he  invited  and  incited  the 
oppressed  citizens  of  Canada  to  throw  off  their 
allegiance  to  a  king  and  become  citizens  of  the 
republic.  Hull’s  first  serious  disappointment  was 
to  find  that  his  proclamation  was  laughed  at ;  that 
the  French  or  French-descended  Canadians  despised 
his  invitation  as  much  as  the  British  settlers  de¬ 
spised  it ;  and  that,  in  short,  the  loyalty  of  the 
Canadians  in  general  was  as  indisputable  as  their 
activity  and  bravery.  FIull  took  possession  of  the 
British  village  of  Sandwich,  but  made  no  attempt 
upon  the  British  garrison  of  Amherstburgh.  As 
soon  as  Major-general  Brock  learned  the  entrance 
of  the  Americans  into  Canada,  he  sent  Colonel 
Procter  to  assume  the  command  at  Amherstburgh. 
Procter’s  operations  were  so  prompt  and  judicious 
that  FIull  beat  a  retreat,  rccrossing  the  strait,  and 
encamping  under  the  walls  of  F'ort  Detroit.  Procter, 
following  him,  advanced  to  Sandwich,  and  raised 


batteries  on  the  British  side.  Brave  Brock  came 
up  with  reinforcements ;  and  Hull,  reduced  to  ex¬ 
tremities  before  his  appearance,  hedged  up  in  a 
corner,  with  his  retreat  and  supplies  alike  cut  off, 
capitulated,  on  the  10th  of  August,  with  2500  men 
and  33  pieces  of  artillery.  The  fort  of  Detroit,  its 
ordnance,  stores,  and  a  fine  American  vessel  in  the 
harbour,  became  the  prizes  of  the  conquerors.  By 
the  same  capitulation  the  whole  of  the  Michigan 
territory,  which  separated  the  Indian  country  from 
Canada,  was  ceded  to  the  British,  whose  frontier  it 
vastly  improved.  Leaving  Colonel  Procter  on  the 
Detroit  frontier.  Major-general  Brock  moved  off 
like  the  wind  to  sweep  the  Niagara  frontier  of  its 
republican  posts  and  forts.  But,  when  he  was  sure 
of  his  object.  Brock  was  paralysed  by  learning  that 
his  incompetent  commander-in-chief.  Lieutenant- 
general  Sir  George  Prevost,  had  concluded  an 
armistice  with  the  American  General  Dearborn, 
which  provided  that  neither  party  should  act  offen¬ 
sively  until  the  government  at  Washington  should 
ratify  or  annul  the  truce.  If  this  unsoldierly  knight 
had  wished  to  serve  the  Americans,  he  could  not 
have  adopted  a  more  fitting  measure.  As  his 
armistice  did  not  prohibit  them  from  transporting 
ordnance,  stores,  and  provisions  to  their  menaced 
Niagara  frontier,  all  these  things  were  brought  up 
in  great  quantities  and  with  great  haste ;  and  when 
thev  had  well  fortified  that  frontier,  and  had  as- 
sembled  an  army  of  6300  men  upon  it — and,  of 
course,  not  until  then — President  Madison  refused 
to  ratify  the  armistice.  And,  while  this  was  doing, 
Sir  George  did  so  little  for  Brock  that  he  was  left 
to  meet  this  new  invasion  with  only  1200  regulars 
and  militia.  Being  free  to  choose  where  they 
should  cross  the  Niagara,  the  republicans  chose  to 
pass  opposite  the  village  of  Queenston  on  that 
strait;  and  at  daylight  on  the  18th  of  October 
3000  of  them  began  to  effect  a  landing  on  the 
Canadian  shore.  The  only  enemy  they  had  to 
encounter  was  a  British  detachment  of  300  men 
posted  in  the  village ;  but  long  and  obstinately 
did  this  gallant  little  band  contest  their  passage. 
During  the  struggle.  Brock  arrived  unattended 
from  Fort  St.  George,  to  meet  the  death  of  a  hero. 
Fie  fell  in  the  act  of  cheering  on  his  gallant  little 
band  to  a  charge.  Our  300  then  retreated,  and 
General  Wadsworth,  with  1600  of  his  republicans, 
established  himself  on  the  heights  behind  the  vil¬ 
lage  of  Queenston.  But  short  was  his  triumph  ; 
at  three  in  the  afternoon  he  was  attacked  by  560 
British  regulars  and  between  400  and  500  Canadian 
militia,  who  broke  his  line  through  and  through, 
put  his  1600  men  completely  to  rout,  and  captured, 
after  a  very  brief  contest,  900  men  and  the  repub¬ 
lican  general  himself.  Many  of  those  who  escaped 
from  the  field  were  drowned  in  attempting  to  swim 
back  to  their  own  shore  ;  400  remained  on  the 
field  killed  or  wounded  ;  the  whole  corps  which 
had  crossed  the  Niagara  was,  in  fact,  annihilated. 
Tlie  loss  on  the  side  of  the  British  and  Canadians 
in  killed  and  wounded  did  not  exceed  100.  Such 
was  the  result  of  Madison’s  first  Canadian  cam- 
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paign ;  such  the  first  success  of  his  project  to  make, 
in  his  own  phrase,  ^territorial  reprisal  for  oceanic 
outrages.” 

Ilis  success  on  the  ocean,  where  success  could 
scarcely  have  been  hoped  for,  was  somewhat  more 
consoling.  His  ships,  like  his  armies  of  invasion, 
w’ere  in  the  slips,  and  ready  to  go  at  a  w'ord  or 
at  a  signal.  Although  New  York  is  240  miles 
from  Washington,  Commodore  Rodgers  received 
his  instructions  early  enough  to  get  from  the  har¬ 
bour  of  New  York  on  the  morning  of  the  21st  of 
June,  the  declaration  of  war  having  been  issued  on 
the  afternoon  of  the  18th.  Besides  his  enormous 
double-banked  frigate  (a  frigate  only  by  name), 
Rodgers  took  with  him  another  ship  of  the  same 
sort  called  the  ‘United  States,’  a  36-gun  frigate,  a 
sloop-of-war,  and  a  brig-sloop.  His  first  object 
was  to  get  possession  of  a  fleet  of  about  a  hundred 
sail  of  our  homeward-bound  West  Indiamen,  which 
knew  nothing  of  the  w'ar,  and  were  feebly  protected 
by  one  English  frigate  and  a  brig-sloop.  Off  the 
Nantucket  shoal  Rodgers  fell  in,  not  with  our 
sugar-ships,  but  with  our  tight  frigate  the  ‘  Belvi- 
dera,’  Captain  Richard  Byron,  who  had  been 
warned  a  day  or  two  before  by  a  New  Y^ork  pilot- 
boat  that  war  was  declared  or  w’as  on  the  point 
of  being  declared.  Rodgers  came  up  first  in  his 
own  leviathan  the  ‘  President,’  which  was,  or  ought 
to  have  been,  a  match  for  an  English  74.  Captain 
Byron’s  frigate  was  an  ordinary  36-gun  frigate. 
Before  the  battle  began  two  other  frigates  of  the 
American  squadron  were  in  sight.  Y^et  the  ‘  Bel- 
videra’  fought  the  big  ‘President’  for  two  hours, 
at  times  in  a  running  fight,  at  other  times  at  rather 
close  quarters,  firing  upwards  of  300  round  shot 
from  her  twm  cabin  eighteen-pounders  alone,  and 
causing  more  mischief  than  she  received.  Com¬ 
modore  Rodgers,  who  got  severely  wounded  in  the 
leg  by  the  bursting  of  a  twenty-four-pounder,  which 
also  wounded  fifteen  of  his  crew,  fought  shyly 
towards  the  close,  yawed  about,  and  so  gave  time 
for  the  ‘  Congress  ’  frigate  to  come  up.  At  about 
half-past  six  in  the  evening  the  ‘  Congress,’  which 
carried  50  guns  and  a  picked  crew  of  440  men 
with  scarcely  a  boy  among  them,  opened  a  fire 
upon  the  ‘Belvidera,’  but  the  distance  was  too 
great  for  even  her  long  guns  to  take  effect,  and 
she  presently  desisted.  Captain  Byron,  by  light¬ 
ening  his  frigate,  by  cutting  away  three  of  her 
anchors,  by  starting  fourteen  tons  of  her  water, 
and  by  throwing  overboard  some  of  her  boats — by 
repairing  her  injured  sails  and  rigging  with  ad¬ 
mirable  alacrity,  and  by  exerting  all  his  good  sea¬ 
manship, — gained  way  on  the  American  squadron, 
out-manoeuvred  them  all,  and  finally  escaped. 
And,  what  was  of  still  more  importance,  the  ‘  Bcl- 
videra,’  by  giving  Rodgers  a  fifteen  hours’  dance, 
and  by  leading  liim  far  away  to  the  northward, 
destroyed  his  chance  of  getting  at  our  hundred 
sail  of  West  Indiamen.  The  republican  commo¬ 
dore  did  not  get  so  much  as  a  spoonful  of  that 
sugar  to  sweeten  the  cup  of  his  disappointment.* 

*  James,  Naval  History. 


[Book  III . 

He  got  nothing  but  some  floating  cocoa-nut  shells, 
orange-peels,  and  refuse  of  that  sort.*  On  the 
30th  of  July  he  steered  for  Madeira,  and  thence 
for  the  Azores,  looking  in  vain  for  some  good 
prize.  He  was  so  fortunate  as  to  escape  falling  in 
with  any  of  our  ships  of  the  line ;  and  this  luck 
attended  him  to  the  last,  although  he  ran  nmny 
narrow  chances,  and  was  almost  constantly  in  a 
state  of  flight  and  trepidation,  as  his  own  letters 
and  the  log-book  of  the  ‘President’  will  prove. 
But,  to  increase  his  present  vexation,  the  scurvy 
broke  out  among  his  crews.  Having  captured  six 
or  seven  small  merchantmen  and  recovered  one 
American  vessel,  he  returned  homeward.  His 
squadron  gave  chase  to  a  single  British  frigate, 
but  could  not  catch  her ;  and  he  arrived  at  Boston 
without  one  national  trophy.  Such  was  the  result 
of  what  has  been  humorously  called  Commodore 
Rodgers’s  “  maiden  cruize.”  t 

More  British  ships  of  the  line  and  the  largest 
of  our  frigates,  with  full  crervs  and  the  best  ap¬ 
pointments,  ought  to  have  been  sent  to  the  Ame¬ 
rican  stations,  to  increase  the  chance  of  capturing 
or  sinking  the  American  leviathans  that  were  afloat 
under  the  fictitious  name  of  frigates,  but  our  Ad¬ 
miralty  did  not  take  these  necessary  steps,  and 
left  our  frigates  exposed  to  very  unequal  contests. 
While  Rodgers  was  looking  for  our  West  India 
fleet,  the  ‘  Guerriere’  frigate,  Captain  James  Rich¬ 
ard  Dacres,  escorted  another  fleet  of  our  merchant¬ 
men  on  their  way  home,  and  having  done  this  duty 
she  was  returning  alone  to  Halifax  to  obtain  that 
refit  which  could  no  lonpr  be  postponed  with  any 
safety,  for  her  bowsprit  was  badly  sprung,  her 
mainmast  had  been  struck  by  lightning  and  was 
in  a  tottering  state,  her  hull,  from  age  and  long 
service,  wuis  scarcely  seaworthy,  and,  not  to  enu¬ 
merate  other  delects,  her  gunners’  stores  were 
deficient,  and  w'hat  remained  of  her  powder  had 
lost  its  strength  from  damp  and  long  keeping. 
“  In  fact,”  adds  the  correct  and  excellent  historian 
of  our  navy,  “  such  was  the  state  of  general  decay 
in  which  the  ‘  Guerriere  ’  at  this  time  was,  that, 
had  the  frigate  gone  into  Portsmouth  or  Plymouth, 
she  would,  in  all  probability,  have  been  disarmed 
and  broken  up.”!!  It  was  in  this  state  that,  on  the 
19th  of  August,  the  ‘Guerriere’  encountered  the 
heavy  United  States  frigate  ‘  Constitution,’  Captain 
Hull,  which  was  seventeen  days  only  from  port,  in 
the  most  perfect  condition,  with  her  stores  ample, 
her  powder  fresh,  her  full  complement  of  476 
picked  men,  and  with  almost  everything  that  could 
give  superiority  over  the  crippled  and  long  cruizing 
English  frigate.  In  height,  in  length,  the  ‘Con¬ 
stitution  ’  far  exceeded  her  opponent,  and  the  weight 
of  her  broadside  was  one-halt  heavier  than  that  of 
the  ‘  Guerriere.’  Moreover  the  ‘  Constitution  ’  filled 
her  tops  with  riflemen,  expert  marksmen  who  had 

•  OlTicial  letter  of  Commoilore  Rodgers,  as  (luoted  by  James,  Naval 
Hist. 

*j*  .Tames. — Rodgers  anchored  at  Roston  on  the  29lh  of  August,  just 
six  days  after  the  safe  arrival  in  the  Downs  of  the  ‘  Thalia’  frigate, 
which,  through  the  admirable  condtict  of  the  ‘  Helvidera,’  had  been 
enabled  to  convoy  safely  borne  our  luuulred  West  ladiameu. 

X  James. 
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been  drawn  from  the  sportsmen  of  the  country  and 
from  the  backwoodsmen,  whose  supplies  of  animal 
food  in  good  part  depended  upon  the  chase  of  the 
deer  and  wild  buffalo,  and  whose  rifles  were  seldom 
out  of  their  hands.  All  the  American  war  ships 
had  men  of  this  kind.*  Captain  Dacres,  how'ever, 
waited  for  his  antagonist,  nothing  daunted  by  her 
superiority,  or  by  the  lamentable  state  of  his 
own  ship  and  stores.  He  had  only  244  men 
and  19  boys  on  board.  The  battle  began  at  about  five 
o’clock.  Through  the  badness  of  her  j)owder  the 
‘  Guerriere’s  ’  shot  fell  short,  while  those  of  the  ‘  Con¬ 
stitution  ’  reached  their  mark.  After  availing  him¬ 
self  for  some  time  of  his  ajiparent  advantage  at 
long-shot  distance,  Captain  Hull  came  to  closer 
cpiarters.  At  about  six  o’clock  a  twenty-four  pound 
shot  carried  aw'ay  the  ‘  Guerriere’s  ’  mizen-mast 
by  the  board.  The  mast  fell  over  the  starboard 
quarter,  made  a  large  hole  in  the  counter,  and  caused 
the  ship  to  bring  up  in  the  wind.  The  ‘Constitu¬ 
tion  ’  was  now'  enabled  to  take  up  an  excellent 
position  on  the  ‘  Guerriere’s  ’  larboard  bow  ;  and 
now  the  wild  riflemen  in  the  tops  began  their  mur¬ 
derous  fire  upon  the  British  frigate.  This  was 
accompanied  by  a  sweeping  fire  of  great  guns,  to 
which  the  ‘  Guerriere  ’  could  reply  with  only  her 
bow  guns.  In  a  quarter  of  an  hour  the  two  ships 
fell  on  board  each  other.  The  Americans  now 
attempted  to  board,  but  the  sea  was  rough,  and  the 
motion  of  the  two  ships  unfavourable  to  their  pur¬ 
pose  ;  and  their  ardour  was  moreover  cooled  by 
some  well-directed  shots  from  our  marines  (un¬ 
luckily  these  brave  fellow's  had  only  their  common 
muskets),  which  brought  dow’n  the  first  lieutenant 
of  American  marines  that  was  leading  the  boarding 
party  with  his  riflemen,  passed  through  the  body  of 
the  iirst  lieutenant  of  the  ship  who  was  at  the  head 
of  the  boarding  sailors,  and  brought  down  the 
sailing-master.  Giving  up  his  intention  of  hoard¬ 
ing  Hull  made  his  riflemen  continue  their  unerring 
fire  from  the  tops.  Captain  Dacres  was  severely 
wounded  by  a  rifle  ball  while  in  the  act  of 
cheering  his  men ;  but,  though  suffering  excessive 
pain,  he  would  not  quit  the  deck.  At  nearly  the 
same  moment  his  sailing-master  and  the  master’s 
mate  were  wounded  by  those  fierce  backwoodsmen, 
who  endeavoured  to  pick  out  the  officers.  In  a  few 
minutes  after  falling  aboard  the  two  ships  got  clear, 
the  ‘  Constitution  ’  showing  no  farther  disposition 
to  grapple  with  or  lash  her  adversary,  an  operation 
which  she  might  easily  have  performed,  as  the 
‘  Guerriere’s  ’  bowsprit  had  got  entangled  in  her 
rigging.  Notwithstanding  his  fire-eaters  in  his 
tops,  and  his  two  men  to  one,  Hull  preferred 
availing  himself  of  the  immense  advantages  that 
were  in  his  favour  in  a  cannonading  to  a  hand  to 
hand  fight  and  the  experiment  of  boarding.  As  the 
two  ships  fell  asunder  the  ‘  Guerriere  ’  came  to  a 
little  and  brought  a  few  of  her  foremost  guns  to 

•  To  collect  these  expert  marksmen  officers  were  sent  among  the 
hackwoodsmen  of  the  West;  and  to  embody  them  and  give  them 
some  necessary  diilliug,  a  marine  barrack  (for  the  fellows  were  called 
mariue.s)  was  established  near  Washington  city.  From  this  depot  the 
Amei'icau  shii>s  were  regularly  supplied.— 
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bear.  Some  of  her  wads  set  fire  to  the  ‘  Consti¬ 
tution’s  ’  cabin  ;  but  the  fire  was  put  out  before 
it  reached  the  powder.  At  this  moment  tlie 
‘  Guerriere’s  ’  bowsprit,  “  striking  the  taffrail  of 
the  ‘  Constitution,’  slackened  the  fore  stay  of  the 
‘  Guerriere,’  and,  the  fore-shrouds  on  the  larboard 
or  weather  side  being  mostly  shot  away,  the  mast 
fell  over  the  starboard  side,  crossing  the  main  stay  : 
the  sudden  jerk  carried  the  mainmast  along  w’ith 
it,  leaving  the  ‘Guerriere’  a  defenceless  wreck, 
rolling  her  main-deck  guns  in  the  water.”  At 
about  half-past  six,  the  ‘Guerriere,’  just  after  this 
accumulation  of  disasters,  began  clearing  away  the 
wreck  of  her  masts,  in  order  to  be  ready  to  renew 
the  action.  But,  just  as  she  had  cleared  away  the 
wreck,  her  spritsail  yard,  upon  which  she  had  set 
a  sail  to  try  and  get  before  the  wind,  was  carried 
away,  and  the  ‘  Constitution  ’  ranged  a-head.  The 
English  frigate  now  lay  an  unmanageable  hulk  in 
the  trough  of  the  sea,  rolling  her  main-deck  guns 
under  water.  But  her  guns  did  worse  than  roll 
under  water,  many  of  them  breaking  loose,  owing 
to  the  rotten  state  of  the  breechimis  and  of  the 

O 

timber-heads.  The  ‘  Constitution  ’  now  took  a  posi¬ 
tion  within  pistol-shot  j  and,  it  being  hopeless  to 
contend  any  longer,  the  ‘  Guerriere  ’  fired  a  lee  gun, 
and  hauled  down  the  Union  .Tack  from  the  stump 
of  the  mainmast.  It  was  within  a  quarter  of  seven 
o’clock  when  the  gallant  young  Dacres  struck.  He 
had  fought  the  big  ‘  Constitution  ’  under  almost 
every  possible  disadvantage  for  nearly  three  hours. 
A  flag  thus  lowered  could  carry  no  honour  to  the 
victors.  In  the  English  ship  there  were  fifteen 
killed  and  sixty-three  wounded ;  in  the  American, 
according  to  Hull’s  report,  there  were  only  seven 
killed  and  seven  wounded — but  American  reiiorts 
were  very  often  not  more  veracious  than  Eiench 
bulletins,  and  from  certain  differences  of  regula¬ 
tions  it  was  easy  to  conceal  the  real  amount  of  their 
wounded.*  The  republicans  were  very  desirous 
of  carrying  the  ‘  Guerriere  ’  into  ])ort  as  a  trophy, 
and  as  a  substantial  proof  of  their  vengeance,  for 
the  ‘  Guerriere,’  when  commanded  by  Captain 
Pechell,  had  been  a  chief  cause  of  the  quarrel  which 
arose  about  English  deserters,  which  quarrel  had 
led  to  the  severe  castigation  of  the  ‘  Chesapeake  ’  by 
the  ‘  Leopard  ;’  but  the  poor  ‘  Guerriere  ’  was  so 
rotten  and  so  shattered  in  her  hull,  that  by  daylight 
of  the  morning  after  the  action  she  was  found  to  be 
sinking.  Having  removed  the  prisoners  on  board, 
Hull  gave  orders  to  set  her  on  fire;  and  at  half¬ 
past  three  in  the  afternoon  the  old  frigate  blew  up. 
Although  they  returned  to  port  without  their  trophy. 
Captain  Hull  and  his  officers  and  men  were  ap¬ 
plauded  to  the  skies,  were  honoured  with  the  thanks 
of  the  government,  and  were  presented  with  50,000 
dollars  as  a  reward  for  their  wondrous  exjjloit. 

•  S**veral  of  the  ‘  Guerriere’s’  officers,  when  carried  on  hoard  Iho 
‘Constitution,’  counted  thirteen  wounded,  of  whom  three  died  after 
amputation.  "  In  the  Ih-itisli  service,  every  wounded  man,  althoiiuli 
merely  scraicheil,  re])orts  himself  to  llie  surgeon,  that  he  may  get  Ins 
smart-money,  a  pecuniary  allowance  so  named.  No  such  regulation 
exists  in  the  American  service;  consequently  the  return  of  lo.s3  sus¬ 
tained  in  action  by  an  American  ship,  as  far  as  respects  the  wouudeil 
at  least,  is  made  subsertienl  to  the  \ie\>s  of  the  commaiider  ami  hU 
go\  eruiueat.”— JamtA', 
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Not  a  word  was  mentioned  respecting  the  vast 
inferiority  of  force  of  the  ship  which  had  struck, 
either  by  Captain  Hull  or  by  the  government.  The 
fact  was  merely  put  in  this  sha])e — a  British  frigate 
had  struck  to  an  American  frigate.  It  was  more 
satisfactory  to  American  vanity  to  boast  of  this  rare 
feat  of  arms,  and  of  “  the  genuine  worth  of  the 
American  tar,”  than  to  institute  any  inquiry  as  to 
the  relative  strength  and  condition  of  the  two  ships. 
As  for  the  Americanism  of  their  tars,  nearly  one- 
half  of  the  seamen  of  the  ‘Constitution’  were 
natives  of  England  or  Ireland — rvere  renegades 
that  might  have  been  disposed  to  fight  the  more 
desperately  (as  many  such  deserters  and  traitors 
were  found  to  do  on  otlrer  occasions)  from  their 
dread  of  the  yard-arm  or  the  gihbet  if  their  present 
co-mates  and  brethren  should  be  beaten  and  they 
themselves  captured.  It  appeared  in  evidence  on 
a  court  martial  that  tliese  British  subjects  on  board 
the  ‘  Constitution  ’  were  leading  men  or  captains  of 
guns.  Several  of  them  were  personally  known  to 
some  of  the  officers  of  the  ‘  Guerriere.’  Several  of 
them  had  deserted  quite  recently  from  English 
men-of-war.  One  fellow  had  served  under  Mr. 
Kent,  the  ‘  Guerriere’s  ’  first  lieutenant.  Mr.  Kent 
found  him  on  board  the  ‘Constitution’  making 
buck-shot,  to  lacerate  and  mangle  his  own  countrv- 
men.  Like  the  rest,  he  now  went  by  a  new  name, 
or  by  what  the  Americans  called  “  a  second  name.” 
The  scoundrel  had  conscience  enough  left  to  blush 
when  his  old  commanding  officer  stood  before  liim 
under  the  half-deck  of  the  American  frigate.  In 
fact,  tliere  were  on  board  the  ‘Constitution’  so 
many  men  whom  the  crew  of  the  ‘  Guerriere  ’  con¬ 
sidered  as  their  countrymen,  that  the  American 
captain  became  seriously  alarmed  lest  some  feeling 
of  compunction  and  remorse,  some  natural  return 
of  the  love  of  country,  should  induce  the  renegades 
and  deserters  to  join  the  captured  crew  of  tlie 
‘  Guerriere,’  overpower  him  and  his  native  Ameri¬ 
cans,  and  carry  the  ‘  Constitution  ’  as  a  prize  into 
the  British  ])ort  of  Halifax.  Hull  kept  his  pri¬ 
soners  manacled  and  chained  to  the  deck  during 
the  whole  of  the  night  after  tlie  action,  and  during 
the  greater  part  of  the  following  day.* 

On  the  25th  of  October  the  ‘  Macedonian  ’  frigate. 
Captain  Carden,  attacked  the  American  frigate 
‘  United  States,’  Commodore  Decatur.  Here  the 
disparity  of  force  was  equally  great :  the  English 
frigate  was  shorter  and  lower  and  pierced  for  fewer 
guns,  and  her  guns  were  of  lighter  calibre  j  her 
crew  consisted  of  262  men  and  35  boys,  the  latter 
being  scarcely  worth  ship-room  ;  the  American,  in 
addition  to  lier  fifty-five  guns,  mounted  a  brass 
howitzer  in  each  of  her  tops,  and  her  crew  amounted 
to  477  men  and  one  hoy.  Yet  the  ‘  Macedonian  ’ 
fought  the  ‘  United  States  ’  for  two  hours,  and  did 
not  strike  until  she  was  a  complete  wreck,  with 
U])wards  of  a  hundred  shots  in  her  liull,  and  witli 
lier  decks  strewed  witli  thirty-six  killed  and  sixty- 
five  wounded. t 

*  Cii])lain  Ilrentoii.  Navul  Hist. 

t  <li8)ilnyeit  liy  our  seiimi  n  on  lliis  occasion  hail  never 

been  surimsseil.  When,  as  n  last  resource,  Captain  Carilen  attcmptcil 
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On  the  29th  of  December,  the  ‘Java’  frigate. 
Captain  Lambert,  who  had  been  convoying  some 
outward-bound  Indiamen,  attacked  the  big  ‘  Con¬ 
stitution,’  which  was  now  commanded  not  by  Hull, 
but  by  Commodore  Bainbridge.  Again  the  vast 
disparity  of  force  led  to  the  defeat,  but  not  to  the 
disgrace,  of  the  British  flag.  The ‘Java’  fought 
the  ‘  Constitution  ’  for  nearly  five  hours,  gave  her 
a  tremendous  battering  both  in  the  hull  and  masts, 
and  killed  and  wounded  many  of  her  men,  in  spite  of 
her  great  height  and  the  amazing  strength  of  her 
buhvarks.  When  the  battle  had  lasted  more  than 
tw'o  hours,  Captain  Lambert  fell  mortally  wounded 
by  a  musket-ball  or  a  rifle-shot  from  the  ‘  Consti¬ 
tution’s’  maintop;  and  the  command  then  devolved 
upon  Lieutenant  H.  Ducie  Chads,  who  had  been  se¬ 
verely  wounded  ever  since  the  commencement  of 
the  action,  hut  who  had  persisted  in  remaining 
upon  deck.  When  scarcely  a  stick  was  left  stand¬ 
ing,  when  the  ship  was  encumbered  with  wrecks 
of  spars  and  rigging,  and  when  almost  every  dis¬ 
charge  set  her  on  fire,  the  crew  of  the  ‘  Java’  lost 
no  heart ;  and,  seeing  the  ‘  Constitution  ’  running 
from  them,  in  order  to  resort  to  her  “  long-shot 
tactics,”  and  fancying  that  she  was  going  off  alto¬ 
gether,  they  cheered  her  to  come  back,  as  they 
could  not  give  chase.*  The  ‘  Java,’  like  the 
‘  Guerriere,’  was  so  thoroughly  battered  before  she 

to  lay  the  American  frigate  on  board,  every  man  was  on  deck,  in¬ 
cluding  even  the  badly  wounded,  and  men  who  liad  lost  an  arm,  aial 
they  all  cheered,  “  Let  us  conquer  or  die  !'’  But  an  accidentjil  shot 
struck  the  ‘  Macedonian's ’  fore-brace  and  prevented  her  lading  the 
enemy  on  board.  It  is  to  he  added  that  during  nearly  the  whole  action 
the  ‘  United  States’  carefully  shunned  close  fighting,  and  fought  iu  a 
Parthian  or  retreating  manner. — James, ^Marshall. — Brentun. 

*  The  ‘Java’  was  perhaps  the  very  worst  appointed  and  worst 
manned  ship  of  war  we  had  afloat.  This  is  saying  a  great  deal,  for 
our  Admiralty,  obliged  to  keep  at  sea  in  all  parts  of  the  world  such 
an  immense  number  of  men-of-war,  straitened  in  their  finances,  and 
finding  it  difficult  to  obtain,  at  short  notices,  crews  for  all  these  ships, 
had  certainly  sent  to  sea  a  great  many  vessels  exceedingly  ill  manned. 
The  ‘  Java’  was  a  French  frigate  (oiiginally  the  ‘  llenommee  ’)  winch 
we  had  captured.  She  had  been  patched  up  and  commissioned  only 
on  the  17th  of  August  of  the  present  year.  The  greatest  difficulty  was 
found  iu  providing  her,  iu  a  hurry,  with  any  crew.  There  were  about 
60  Irishmen  put  on  board  of  her  who  liad  never  been  at  sea  in  their 
lives,  exc  ept  now  \%heu  tliey  crossed  over  from  Ireland  ;  about  50  mu¬ 
tinous  rascals  were  drafted  from  a  sloop  of-war  lying  at  Spitbead  ;  and 
the  press-gangs  and  the  prison-ships  furnished  the  rest.  Captain  Lam¬ 
bert  remonstrated  ;  but  the  Admiralty,  not  being  able  to  give  liim 
better  men,  told  him  that  a  voyage  to  and  from  the  East  Indies  would 
turn  his  landsmen,  mutineers,  thieves,  and  pickpockets  into  good 
sailors;  and  so  i)erhaps  it  might  have  done  if  the  voyage  had  not  been 
lialile  to  interruption.  Eiiiht  tried  and  excellent  seamen  were,  how¬ 
ever,  allowed  to  volunteer  from  the  ‘  Rodney,’  74.  But  in  all, 
including  most  of  the  petty  nflicers,  there  were  not  50  men  that  had 
ever  been  in  action,  or  that  could  be  called  seamen.  Eighty-six  super¬ 
numeraries  were  sbi}i)'ed,  luit  they  were  nearly  all  Marine  Society  bovs  ; 
and  iu  the  total  of  397  persons  of  eveiw  description  there  were  a  gootl 
many  more  boys.  Next  to  the  ‘  Rodney’s  ’  8  men,  the  1>est  men  on  board 
were  the  marines  ;  vet,  out  (jf  tlieir  number  of  50,  18  or  20  were  raw 
recruiis.  Before  leaving  Portsmouth,  Captain  Lambert  declared  to 
some  of  his  friends  that,  owing  to  the  ineffective  state  of  his  crew,  he 
did  not  consider  the  ‘  Java  ’  equal  even  to  a  French  frigate  if  he  shouhl 
cliance  to  encounter  one. 

Tlie  ‘  Constitution  ’  was  rather  larger  and  heavier  than  Commodore 
Rodgers’s  shi)i  the  ‘President.’  Her  crew  consisted  entirely  of  alile- 
bodied  men  and  practised  sailors,  tliere  being  llie  usual  proportion  of 
deserters  from  Euijlisb  ships,  and  of  other  subjects  of  Great  Britain, 
whose  treason  and  dread  of  the  gallows  dispostul  them  to  fight  despe¬ 
rately.  Her  total  nuniber  of  men  was  477.  “  Tlie  ‘  Constitution,’ ” 

adds  the  painstaking  and  aecurate  liistorian  of  our  navy,  “  captured 
the  ‘Java’  certainly,  but  iu  so  iliscreditablc  a  manner  that,  had  the 
‘Java’  been  manned  with  a  well  traiiuul  crew  of  320  men.  no  iloubt 
remains  in  our  miiul,  and  we  have  considered  the  subject  seriously, 
that,  notwithstanding  her  vast  superiority  of  force,  the  American 
frigate  must  either  have  succumbed  or  have  fled.  Indeed,  if  American 
report  be  worth  attending  to,  (hiptain  Bainbridge,  once  during  the  heat 
of  the  action,  had  an  idea  of  resorting  to  tlie  latter  alternative;  but 
his  fiist  liiMitenunt,  Mr.  Parker  (a  native  of  Great  Britain,  we  have 
been  informed),  .succeeded  in  dissuading  him  from  the  measure.” — 
Juiws. 
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surrendered,  that  the  American  commodore  set  her 
on  fire,  as  Captain  Hull  had  set  fire  to  the  ‘  Guer- 
riere.’  The  British  18-gun  brig-sloop  ‘  Frolic,’ 
Captain  Thomas  Whinyates,  which  had  been  five 
years  in  the  West  Indies,  and  had  a  weak  and  very 
sickly  crew,  which  had  suffered  severely  in  her 
masts  and  rigging  in  a  storm  the  night  before, 
attacked  the  United  States  18-gun  ship-sloop 
‘  Wasp’  five  days  only  I'rom  the  Delaware.  In 
less  than  ten  minutes  after  the  action  had  com¬ 
menced,  and  chiefly  through  the  injuries  she  had 
sustained  in  the  storm,  which  made  it  impossible 
for  her  to  carry  sail  so  as  to  tack,  the  British  sloop 
lay  an  unmanageable  hulk  upon  the  water,  exposed 
to  the  whole  raking  fire  of  her  antagonist,  without 
being  able  to  return  it  with  anything  more  than 
one  of  her  bow-guns.  The  ximerican,  wdio  had 
thirty-three  minutes’  firing  almost  entirely  to  him¬ 
self,  kept  on  pouring  broadside  after  broadside,  in 
order  still  further  to  thin  the  crew  on  the  ‘  Frolic’s  ’ 
deck,  and  so  make  boarding  easy,  or  in  the  hope 
that  the  ‘  Frolic  ’  would  strike  and  save  him  the 
trouble  and  the  risk  of  boarding.  But,  let  him 
blaze  away  as  he  w'ould,  the  ‘  Frolic  ’  would  not 
haul  down  her  colours,  although  the  whole  range 
of  her  deck  was  swept,  and  her  captain  was  so 
severely  wounded  that  he  could  not  stand  without 
support.  It  was  but  dastardly  work  to  continue 
his  unanswered  fire,  and  to  shirk  boarding  at  once 
so  helpless  a  craft.  Boarding  would  have  stopped 
the  carnage ;  but  it  was  not  until  the  action  alto¬ 
gether  had  lasted  forty-three  minutes,  when  they 
could  scarcely  see  a  man  alive  upon  the  ‘  Frolic’s’ 
deck,  that  the  Americans  boarded  her.  Americans 
we  call  them  all,  for  convenience;  but  the  first 
fellow  among  them  that  attempted  to  get  on  board 
the  ‘  Frolic  ’  was  a  well-known  English  sailor  named 
“  Jack  Lang.”  No  resistance  could  be  oflered  to 
the  numerous  boarders  ;  except  the  man  at  the 
wheel,  the  captain,  and  the  second  lieutenant,  who 
was  as  badly  wounded  as  the  captain,  and  holding 
on  for  support,  there  was  hardly  any  body  left  upon 
deck  alive,  all  the  rest  being  w’ounded,  or  in  attend¬ 
ance  upon  the  wounded  below.  Another  of  her 
lieutenants  and  her  master  were  mortally  wounded  ; 
15  seamen  and  marines  were  killed,  and  43  sea¬ 
men  and  marines  were  wounded.  In  her  wrecked 
and  logged  state,  the  ‘Frolic,’  in  fact,  had  lost 
neaily  halfof  her  crew  from  the  murderous  and 
unanswered  fire  of  the  American  guns.  Here  there 
was  a  less  apparent  disparity  than  in  the  frigate 
actions,  but  still  there  was  a  real  and  great  disparity 
of  force,  even  without  taking  into  account  the  inju¬ 
ries  the  ‘Frolic’  had  sustained  from  the  storm,  or 
the  sickliness  of  her  crew.  The  ‘  Frolic  ’  had  only 
92  men,  the  ‘Wasp’  had  138;  the  ‘Frolic’  mea¬ 
sured  384  tons,  the  ‘  Wasp  ’  measured  434  tons.* 

■  *  The  crew  of  llie  Amoricnii  vos.si*l  consisted  not  ot'  invalids  wasted 
liy  yeUtJW  lever  and  other  einleinic  diseases,  but  ol  young  and  able- 
bodh'd  seamen,  all  fresh  from  purt;  there  was  only  one  boy  or  lad 
among  them,  and  he  was  seventeen  or  eighteen  years  old.  As  usual, 
inanv  of  tlie  crew  were  British  or  Iri.^h.  Even  tlie  midshipmen,  and 
she  had  twelve  or  thirteen  of  them  on  board,  were  full-grown  men, 
chiefly  masters  and  mates  of  American  merchantmen,  while  tlie  (me 
solitary  midshipman  on  board  the  English  sloop  was  a  boy.  'I  he 


The  victor  was  not  permitted  to  carry  his  trophy 
into  port,  for  the  British  14  ‘  Poictiers  ’  hove  in 
sight  in  the  course  of  a  few  hours  after  the  battle, 
recaptured  the  ‘  Frolic,’  and  captured  the  ‘  Wasp.’ 
The  boastful  republic  did  not,  however,  fail  to 
inscribe  the  name  of  Jacob  Jones,  the  captain  of 
the  ‘  Wasp,’  on  the  list  of  her  immortals.* 

There  is  an  important  lesson  to  be  learned  from 
the  history  of  the  rapidly  democratized  American 
republic,  and  of  the  conflict  of  its  parties,  wherein, 
through  the  nature  of  the  struggle  which  had  dis¬ 
severed  those  states  from  Great  Britain,  the  nature 
of  the  country,  and  the  form  and  nature  of  the  con¬ 
stitution  which  they  had  adopted,  victory  was  sure 
to  remain  to  the  mob,  or  to  the  demagogues  that 
pleased  and  flattered  the  mob,  making  it  inevitable 
that  presidents  like  Washington  and  Adams  should 
he  succeeded  by  chief  magistrates  like  Jefferson  and 
Madison:  there  is  also  instruction  and  admonition 
to  be  found  in  the  last  days  of  George  Washington 
the  Liberator;  and  therefore  we  have  given  some 
time  and  attention  to  these  details,  not  having 
before  said  a  word  about  the  United  States  and 
their  affairs  since  the  time  when  Great  Britain 
recognised  their  independence.  Those  national 
feelings  which,  we  trust,  will  quit  us  only  with  our 
last  breath,  have  induced  us  to  go  into  some  details 
of  the  causes  which  produced  the  new  war  with 
Great  Britain,  of  the  manner  in  which  that  war  was 
conducted,  and  of  the  plans  and  objects  which  the 
American  government  had  in  view,  in  entering  into 
that  unnecessary  conflict. 

We  showed  at  tlie  close  of  the  year  1811  the 
temper  and  policy  of  Bernadotte  as  Crown  Prince 
of  Sweden,  the  disposition  of  the  Russian  cabinet, 
and  the  fixed  determination  of  Bonaparte  to  attack 
the  Emperor  Alexander  in  his  own  vast  and  remote 
dominions,  because  that  sovereign  would  not  ruin  his 
country  by  enforcing  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees, 
and,  perhaps  still  more,  because  Bonaparte  could 
no  longer  bear  to  hear  the  power  of  the  Czar  com¬ 
pared  with  his  own.  He  treated  Bernadotte  like  a 
revolted  subject  and  traitor  ;  he  summoned  Sweden 
as  a  vassal,  to  enforce  his  decrees  against  the 
British  trade ;  he  seized  and  confiscated  fifty 
Swedish  merchantmen;  and  lastly,  in  January, 

‘  Frolic  ’  liail  indeed  eighteen  boys  in  addition  to  her  ninety-two  men, 
but  they  were  cliildien,  lit  only  to  be  used  as  pov\  der  monkeys. 

*  Captain  Jaeob  Jones  was  possibly  of  tlie  number  of  those  who 
liked  hard  dollars  better  than  fame  or  immortality.  But  even  in  a 
pecuniary  way  he  was  tolerably  well  rewarded.  President  Madison’s 
government  gave  2S,000  dollars  to  Jones,  Iris  officBrs  and  crew,  .and  a 
gold  medal  to  Jones,  and  silver  medals  to  his  officers,  “  in  testimony 
of  tlieir  high  sense  of  the  gallantry  displayed  by  them  in  the  capture 
of  tile  Britisli  sloop-of  war  •  Frolic,’  of  superior  force— James,  Naval 
Hist. 

It  is  impossible  to  re.id  any  regular  American  acconnis  of  any  of 
these  maritime  transactions  without  being  reminded  of  “  the  great  type 
of  liars,’’  whom  Congreve  has  made  proverlrial.  'l  liey  have  been  dis- 
pioredbylbo  most  honoiiiatile  and  truth-telling  of  eye-witnesses; 
they  have  been  controverted  by  official  documents.  American  as  well 
as  English  ;  tliev  have  been  branded  for  what  they  are  by  meelianical 
or  by  otlier  very  simple  processes,  such  as  measuring  the  size  of  the 
opposing  sliips,  tlie  lengtli  and  calitire  ol  the  guns,  weigtiing  tiie  balls 
usi  (I  on  either  side,  &c.  ;  and  yet  tlie  Americans  and  their  admirers, 
witli  a  brazen  iinpiideiiee,  continue  to  this  day  to  repeat  the^  mon¬ 
strous  flams;  and  Mr.  Feiinimore  Cooper,  the  most  popular  ol  their 
romance  writers,  turning  na\al  liisloriau,  repeats  nearly  all  of  them 
wittiont  aliatement,  while  to  some  of  them  he  adds  flourishes  of  his 
own,  tlie  materials  of  which  he  niu.st  have  iound  in  the  same  purely 
imaginative  faculty  which  constructed  the  stories  of  ‘  The  Red 
Rover’  and  ‘  Tlie  Last  ol  tlie  Mohicans.’ 
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1812,  lie  sent  Davoust,  one  of  the  roughest  and 
most  brutal  of  his  generals,  to  take  possession  of 
Swedish  Pomerania  and  the  Isle  of  Rugen.  This 
aggression  induced  Bcrnadotte,  who  had  been  cor¬ 
responding  with  Russia  before,  to  sign  a  treaty  of 
alliance  with  the  Emperor  Alexander.  The  treaty 
was  signed  in  March,  1812;  and  in  an  interview 
Avhich  took  place  between  the  Gascon  and  the  Czar 
their  plan  of  resistance  was  settled.  Though  war 
was  not  declared,  Bonaparte  was  pouring  troops 
into  Prussia,  Pomerania,  and  the  Duchy  of  War¬ 
saw.  The  frontiers  of  this  Polish  duchy  touched 
the  limits  of  Alexander’s  dominions,  and  the  Poles, 
indamed  by  their  old  animosities  against  the  Rus¬ 
sians,  and  not  yet  disabused  of  the  confidence  they 
had  put  in  the  French,  were  ready  to  arm  and  act, 
and  were  still  dreaming  about  the  re-construction 
of  their  ancient  nondescript,  and  about  their  re¬ 
storation,  by  Bonaparte,  to  a  national  independence. 
The  Emperor  Alexander,  therefore,  reinforced  his 
armies  and  awaited  the  attack. 

The  astute  Fouche  once  more  interposed  between 
Bonaparte  and  bis  ruin.  He  jiresented  a  memo¬ 
rial  full  of  facts,  arguments,  and  even  eloquence; 
but,  together  with  other  advice  from  belter  quarters, 
it  was  thrown  away  upon  the  pride  and  conceit  of 
the  Man  of  Destiny,  who  seemed  now  but  a  fore¬ 
doomed  man.  “  1  regulate  my  conduct  chiefly  by 
the  opinion  of  my  army  !  With  800,000  men  I  can 
oblige  all  Europe  to  do  my  bidding.  I  will  destroy 
all  English  influence  in  Russia,  and  then  Spain 
must  fall.  My  destiny  is  not  yet  accomplished ; 
my  present  situation  is  but  the  outline  of  a  picture 
wliich  I  must  fill  up.  I  must  make  one  nation  out 
of  all  the  European  stales,  and  Paris  must  be  the 
capital  of  the  world !  There  must  be  all  over 
Europe  but  one  code,  one  court  of  appeal,  one  cur¬ 
rency,  one  system  of  weights  and  measures;  I  will 
destroy  all  Russian  influence  as  well  as  all  English 
influence  in  Europe.  Two  battles  will  do  the  Ijusi- 
ness ;  the  Emperor  Alexander  will  come  to  me  on 
his  knees,  and  Russia  shall  be  disarmed!  Spain 
costs  me  very  dear ;  without  that  I  should  have 
been  master  of  the  Avorld  by  this  time  ;  but  when  I 
shall  become  such  by  finishing  with  Russia,  my  son 
will  have  nothing  to  do  but  quietly  to  retain  my 
place.”  *  Such  was  the  rhapsody  which  this  strange 
being  returned  to  his  friendly  remonstrants  and 
ailvisers.  Though  his  head  was  clear,  both  head 
and  heart  were  possessed  by  a  sort  of  monomania ; 
and,  just  before  the  camj)aign  and  during  its  pro¬ 
gress,  as  well  as  after  its  fatal  termination,  he 
betrayed  symptoms  of  an  alienation  of  mind,  and 
of  a  disordered  state  of  stomach  and  of  general 
health. 

Before  quitting  Paris,  Bonaparte  directed  Maret, 
now  Duke  of  Bassano  and  minister  for  foreign 
affairs,  to  write  a  letter  to  Lord  Castlcreagh  pro- 
j)osing  negotiations  with  England,  on  the  basis  of 
the  7//i  possidetis.  lie  now  professed  to  l)e  willing 
to  grant  nearly  everything  that  he  had  refused  during 
the  negotiations  which  preceded  the  rupture  of  the 
•  Fouche.— Abbe  de  I’radt. 


[Book  III. 

Peace  of  Amiens — to  allow  Sicily  to  remain  under 
the  Bourbon  Ferdinand  IV.,  and  Portugal  to  remain 
under  the  House  of  Braganza ;  but  he  still  insisted 
that  Spain  should  be  secured  to  his  brother  Joseph. 
At  such  a  moment  no  statesman  could  be  blind  to 
the  motives  which  dictated  this  proposition  for  peace 
with  England,  and  none  but  a  traitor  or  an  idiot 
could  have  entertained  the  proposition.  It  was 
quite  enough  for  Lord  Castlereagh  to  reply,  as  he 
did,  that  our  engagements  with  the  Spanish  Cortes, 
acting  in  the  name  of  Ferdinand  VIE,  rendered  our 
acknowledging  Joseph  impossible. 

Early  in  Nlay  Bonaparte  grossly  insulted  the 
Russian  minister  at  Paris,  and  sent  him  his  pass¬ 
ports.  On  the  9th  of  May  the  Emperor  of  the 
French,  with  his  young  Austrian  empress,  set  off 
for  Dresden.  Obedient  to  his  summons,  the  kings 
of  his  own  making,  Bavaria,  Wiirtemberg,  Saxony, 
Westphalia,  and  other  tributary  princes,  met  him 
in  the  fair  Saxon  capital.  Thither  also  repaired 
the  Emperor  of  Austria,  with  his  empress;  and  the 
King  of  Prussia,  who  could  not  bring  his  queen, 
for  she  had  been  slain  by  the  evil  tongue  and  evil 
doings  of  Bonaparte  and  his  agents.  His  Prussian 
majesty  had  been  already  obliged  to  sign  a  treaty 
w'hich  placed  20,000  men  of  his  diminished  army 
at  the  disposal  of  Bonaparte.  The  Emperor  of 
Austria  now  engaged  to  furnish  30,000  men  to  act 
against  Russian  Poland.  After  brilliant  festivals, 
and  balls  and  plays,  wherein  Talma  played  to  a 
parterre  or  pit  of  kings,  Bonaparte  quitted  Dresden 
and  his  wife,  and  posted  to  Thorn,  where  he  ar¬ 
rived  on  the  2nd  of  June.  His  immense  army  was 
already  assembled  in  Poland,  chiefly  between  the 
Vistula  and  the  Niemen.  Europe  had  never  seen 
such  a  condensed  host :  there  were  270,000  French, 
80,000  Germans  of  the  Confederation  of  the  Rhine, 
30,000  Poles,  20,000  Italians,  Lombards,  Tuscans, 
Venetians,  Romans,  Neapolitans,  and  20,000  Prus¬ 
sians  !  On  the  24th  and  25  th  of  June  this  immense 
army,  in  three  large  masses,  crossed  the  Niemen, 
then  the  boundary  of  the  Russian  empire,  and  en¬ 
tered  Lithuania,  without  meeting  with  any  opjiosi- 
tion.  The  Russian  armyq  under  Barclay  de  Tolli, 
120,000  strong,  evacuated  Wilna,  the  capital  of  the 
province,  as  the  French  approached,  retiring  slow  ly 
and  in  good  order  towards  the  river  Dwina. 
Another  Russian  army  under  Prince  Bagration, 
80,000  strong,  was  stationed  near  the  Dnieper. 
On  the  28th  of  June  Bonaparte  entered  Wilna, 
where  he  remained  until  the  IGth  of  July,  more 
and  more  confident  that  the  Russians  would  nut 
dare  to  face  him  in  the  field,  and  that  the  obstruc¬ 
tions  of  nature  must  yield  to  his  iron  will  and  the 
confidence  and  energy  of  his  army.* 

•  While  fit  Wilna,  llonaparte  receiveil  a  deputation  of  Polish  pa¬ 
triots  from  the  diet  of  tlie  dueliy  of  Warsaw,  wlio  t-ulreated  him  to 
proclaim  tlic  union  and  iixiepcudcnce  (»f  Poland.  Ilis  answers  were 
cold,  cautious,  or  enigmatical.  He  told  them  that  he  had  guaranteed 
to  Ills  father-in-law,  tlie  Kmperor  of  Au>tiia,  the  part  of  Poland  whicli 
he  nelually  possi*s.sed ;  and  that  for  llie  rest  they  must  de])end  ujHin 
an  inserut.iblc  Providence  and  their  own  etVorls.  'I'hc  effect  of  tliis 
answer,  and  of  the  marauding,  runiauly  eotuluetof  liis  army  in  Poland, 
and  ill  Lithuania,  wliiclt  li  ul  onee  been  a  ]>ait  of  Polaml,  lie  and  that 
army  felt  to  their  cost  when  they  had  to  lly  through  iho.n*  regions  fiom 
the  icy  hammer  of  w  inter  and  the  sharp  spear  of  the  Cossacks. 


CIVIL  AND  MILITARY  TRANSACTIONS  :-1812. 


5G5 


Chap.  L] 

In  the  meanwhile  the  native  country  of  Kos- 
ciuszko  was  treated  as  the  country  of  an  enemy. 
So  enormous  a  force  required  supplies  commen¬ 
surate  ;  and,  as  the  armies  had  always  been  accus¬ 
tomed  to  live  at  large,  according’  to  Bonaparte’s 
theory  and  practice  that  every  war  should  support 
itself,  the  French  commissariat  was  very  defective, 
and  the  French  government  averse  to  making  any 
great  outlay  for  provisions.  Those  which  had  been 
ordered  to  he  collected  in  Wilna  and  other  places 
came  on  but  slowl)^  and  the  markets  of  Lithuania, 
an  impoverished  country,  were  but  thinly  supplied. 
The  Russians,  who  from  tlie  first  had  determined 
to  retire  into  the  heart  of  their  own  country,  and  to 
draw  the  invaders  after  them,  had  removed  all 
their  stores  into  the  interior.  The  French  and 
Germans,  and  we  believe  we  must  add  the  Poles 
and  the  very  Lithuanians  who  were  following  the 
tricolor  dag,  went  about  the  country  marauding  and 
])lundering,  feeding  their  horses  on  the  green  corn, 
violating  the  women,  and  killing  those  who  resented 
such  treatment.  The  preceding  year,  1811,  had 
been  a  year  of  misery  and  affliction  to  Lithuania, 
for  the  harvest  had  been  a  very  bad  one  :  the  pre¬ 
sent  year  promised  a  sure  augmentation  of  wretch¬ 
edness,  for,  like  locusts,  these  hordes  of  men  de¬ 
stroyed  far  more  than  they  consumed,  wasting  the 
unripe  corn,  and  the  only  hope  for  the  future.  The 
richest  and  most  fertile  of  countries  could  hardly 
have  supported  for  any  length  of  time  such  enor¬ 
mous  masses  of  wasteful  men  ;  but  Lithuania  was 
at  all  times  thinly  peojiled  and  miserably  poor, 
and  the  Russian  ])rovinces  beyond  it  were  mostly 
in  the  same  condition.  It  was  madness  to  think  of 
carrying  on  war  in  such  regions  as  it  had  been 
carried  on  in  fat  Belgium,  in  fertile  Italy,  and  in 
the  well-peopled  and  well-cultivated  parts  of  Ger¬ 
many.  ills  long  and  unavoidable  stay  at  Wilna, 
which  brought  him  almost  a  month  nearer  to  the 
winter,  must  have  been  very  fatal  to  Bonaparte’s 
operations,  even  if  they  had  not  been  extravagant 
and  all  but  hopeless  from  the  first.  Many  symp¬ 
toms  of  discouragement  were  already  visible,  and 
some  of  these  were  derived  from  accidents  and  from 
the  elements.  We  have  seen,  even  in  the  fury  of 
the  French  revolution  and  of  the  French  atheism, 
that  certain  superstitions  clung  to  the  unbelieving 
hearts  of  the  French.  This  continued.  As  Bona¬ 
parte  first  reached  the  bank  of  the  Niemen,  in  the 
darkness  of  night  his  horse  stumbled  and  threw 
him  on  the  sand.  Some  voice  instantly  said, 
“  This  is  a  bad  augury !  A  Roman  would  give  up 
the  enterprise.”  When  that  frontier  river  was 
crossed,  and  when  the  grand  army  began  to  pene¬ 
trate  into  the  sombre  pine  forests  of  Lithuania, 
their  ears  were  struck  by  the  solemn  sounds  of 
distant  thunder,  which,  for  a  time,  were  mistaken 
fur  the  distant  firing  of  artillery  :  the  summer  sky 
was  overcast,  till  the  day,  in  those  forests,  looked 
like  night;  and  then  the  thunder  rolled  nearer  and 
nearer,  and  the  forked  lightning  burst  over  their 
heads.  The  hearts  of  the  men  were  awe-stricken, 
and  many  were  heard  to  say  that  this  too  was  a 


bad  omen.  The  thunder  and  lightning  were  fol¬ 
lowed  by  torrents  of  rain  and  by  gales  of  wind  ; 
and  the  insupportable  heat  of  the  atmosphere  was 
suddenly  changed  into  a  distressing  cold.  As  early 
as  this  the  horses  of  the  army  had  begun  to  perish  ; 
and  a  great  deal  of  baggage  and  camp  equipage 
had  been  abandoned  in  the  sands  of  Lithuania, 
between  the  Niemen  and  Wilna.  At  last  enormous 
droves  of  cattle — looking  when  on  the  march  like 
armies  themselves — w’ere  collected  for  the  use  of 
the  endless  host,  were  driven  forward  by  Polish 
peasants  under  the  escort  of  Polish  lancers,  to  be 
killed  and  eaten  day  by  day ;  and  the  grand  army 
quitted  Wilna,  followed  by  a  train  of  baggage 
waggons,  provision  waggons,  and  other  vehicles, 
which  seemed  to  form  still  another  army.  But 
20,000  men  were  left  behind  in  badly  provided 
and  insecure  hospitals;  and  more  than  100,000 
men  took  with  them  diseases  which  required  the 
application  of  remedies  not  safely  used  in  cold 
climates  and  at  the  wintry  season  by  soldiers,  or 
by  any  class  of  persons  constantly  exposed  to  the 
inclemency  of  the  atmosphere.  Demoralised  and 
diseased,  a  very  large  part  of  this  army  of  invasion 
merited  as  much,  at  starting,  the  name  of  “  une 
race  ^an^renee^'  as  it  did  w  hen  retreating,  discom¬ 
fited  and  scattered  by  tbe  angry  breath  of  Heaven, 
and  perishing  on  tbe  interminable  snow-covered 
plains  of  Russia.*  In  their  march  through  Lithu¬ 
ania  rather  more  than  less  than  100,000  men 
dropped  off  from  the  ranks  through  death  or  sick¬ 
ness,  through  desertion,  or  through  the  surjtrises 
and  cajitures  made  by  the  Cossacks,  'who  had  al¬ 
ready  taken  the  field  :  the  rain  fell  in  torrents  ; 
the  roads  were  execrable  ;  the  horses  continued  to 
perish  ;  the  cattle  died  off  or  were  wasted  to  mere 
skin  and  bone.  According  to  a  high  authority  in 
such  malters,’!'  the  Russian  general,  Barclay  de 
Tolli,  w  as  a  chief  quite  capable  of  conducting  this 
defensive  war  successfully  ;  and  it  appears  that 
de  Tolli  did  not  mean  to  fight  at  all  until  Bona¬ 
parte  should  be  surrounded  by  a  vast  desolation  of 
snow  and  wilderness,  and  that  the  battles  which 
the  Russians  fought  between  their  frontiers  and 
Moscow  were  all  against  de  Tolli’s  opinion.  In 
these  engagements,  however,  the  Russian  infantry 
more  than  maintained  their  old  reputation  for 
steadiness  and  hardihood  ;  and,  all  the  while  that 
they  were  retreating,  no  attempt  to  disorder  them 
succeeded,  and  no  actual  attack  made  by  the  French 
van — though  the  impetuous  Murat  charged  w'ith  it 
— could  make  any  serious  impression. |  The  two 

*  An  eloquent  Protestant  cler;;yman  of  Geneva,  in  a  tliankst^ivini; 
sermon  in  the  year  1815  for  the  deliverance  of  his  country  from  the 
French,  and  fur  the  iv-union  of  Geneva  to  the  Swiss  Confederacy, 
described  this  (Jratnl  Army  of  Ikmaparte  as  **  une  race  gnii(jreneey  qui 
ji'etnit  plus  bonne  qu'd  inmuir  /  ’ 

I  (Jeneral  Morean.  This  exile— once  the  rival  of  Bona|'arte — Mhile 
residing  in  the  United  States  of  America,  strongly  exprcssetl  tliese  opi¬ 
nions  to  our  able  and  amiable  diplomatist,  Sir  Angu.stns  Foster. 

I  “  Whenever  attacked,”  said  an  oflicer  on  Murat’s  staff,  llie 
Russians  formed  into  squares,  solid  or  hollow.  We  could  sometimes 
knock  off'  a  little  angle  of  those  squares,  but  entamer  those  squares  wo 
never  couhl.  Murat  pursued  too  rupully  to  allow  of  any  heavy  ni  til- 
lery  kee\>itig  pace  with  liitn  ;  and  our  liglit  ])ieees  (\Nlieu  we  liud*  any), 
and  our  cliargesMith  sabre,  lance,  or  bayonet,  and  onr  fusiiadiug, 
Merc  all  throMii  away  upon  those  dark  immovaide  masses.” — Prirnle 
infurmniion  from  a  distxnnuhhed  Italian  (ficeruho  served  on  Mmut's 
staj/\  and  xvho  was  scarcely  from  his  side  during  the  whole  campaign. 
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armies  inarched  almost  day  and  night :  every  morn¬ 
ing  the  Russian  rear-guard  seemed  to  have  escaped 
from  Murat;  every  evening  Murat  was  again  close 
up  with  It;  and  nearly  every  evening  he  attacked 
it ;  but  the  bold  and  crowned  dragooner  alw^ays 
found  the  Russians  well  posted,  to  all  appearance 
fresh  and  well  fed,  while  his  own  immense  host  of 
cavalry  liad  very  often  to  fight  upon  empty  sto¬ 
machs.*  Neither  men  nor  horses  could  stand  the 
long  continuance  of  this  work  :  many  died,  or  fell 
sick  or  lame,  and  became  useless  upon  the  road ; 
some  were  killed  or  wounded  in  every  attempt 
upon  the  Russian  squares ;  the  loiterers  and  the 
disabled  were  carried  away  prisoners,  or  were  dis¬ 
patched  to  another  world  by  the  Hying  Cossack 
])ulks,  or  by  the  armed  Russian  peasantry  and 
townspeople  :  and  all  this  fatigue,  all  these  losses 
were  uncompensated  by  any  exciting  or  brilliant 
achievement.  Dearly  as  he  loved  “  the  rapture  of 
the  fight,”  Murat  grew  heartily  sick  of  this  war, 
and  wished  himself  back  in  his  sunny  city  of 
Naples  long  before  he  reached  the  bleak  and  dreary 
town  of  Smolensk. 

After  partial  engagements  at  Mohiloff  and  Wi- 
tepsk,  Barclay  de  Tolli  continued  his  retreat  upon 
Smolensk.  Some  of  the  French  generals  would 
have  paused ;  but  their  chief  determined  to  follow 
the  Russians.  He  observed  that  forward  marches 
alone  could  keep  such  a  vast  army  together;  that 
to  halt  or  retire  would  be  the  signal  of  dissolution  : 
“  We  must  therefore  advance  upon  Moscow,  and 
strike  a  blow  in  order  to  obtain  peace,  or  winter 
quarters  and  supplies.”  Leaving  a  body  of  reserve 
in  Lithuania,  and  the  strong  corps  of  Marshal 
Macdonald  on  theDwina  towards  Riga,  Bonaparte 
crossed  the  Dnieper  on  the  15th  of  August,  the 
anniversary  of  his  fete,  or  the  day  of  St.  Napoleon 
— the  saint  which  he  had  forced  into  the  Roman 
calendar,  and  had  made  the  greatest  of  all  saints. 
And  while  the  army  was  crossing  the  river — the 
ancient  Borysthenes,  from  which,  in  the  decline  of 
the  Roman  empire,  the  barbarians  had  marched  to 
the  walls  of  Constantinople — France  and  all  her 
deiiendencies  were  re-echoing  with  the  salutes  fired 
in  honour  of  the  great  day  or  of  the  great  man. 
IVlurat  and  a  part  of  his  cavalry  were  the  first  to 
gain  footing  on  the  ojipnsite  bank,  which  was  par¬ 
tially  covered  by  Cossacks,  supported  by  a  beauti¬ 
ful  Russian  division,  formed  en  liatailloiis  carres, 
or  in  the  usual  impenetrable  squares.  Murat  now 
hoped  to  get  a  handful  of  laurel,  for  the  Russian 
division  seemed  to  have  the  intention  of  keeping 
its  ground,  or  of  making  an  attempt  to  drive  the 
ITench  horse  back  into  the  river.  Nearly  the 
whole  of  the  grand  arm\'  was  present  on  the  oppo¬ 
site  bank  as  spectator,  for  it  had  been  concentrated 
jireviously  to  the  ]iabsage  of  the  river.  Murat 
liurraed  and  charged,  and  hurraed  and  charged 
again  and  again  ;  but  he  could  nut  cntam(‘r  the 
division  without  that  French  artillery  for  which  he 
had  disdained  to  wait :  and  he  lost  in  a  useless 
display  of  bravery  a  considerable  number  of  men, 

♦  Gcnifral  Comte  de  Sejjur.* 
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and  had  once  more  to  gnash  his  teeth  at  the 
steadiness  and  order  and  the  inexpugnability  with 
which  that  solid  and  staunch  infantry  withdrew 
towards  Smolensk.  On  this,  as  on  nearly  every 
other  occasion,  the  Russians  were  enabled  to  retire 
peaceably  upon  their  main  body.  Murat’s  impe¬ 
tuosity  was  much  censured  by  the  French  army, 
and  by  Bonaparte  himself.  They  now  had  entered 
Russia  Proper  with  about  ^80,000  men.  The  day 
after  crossing  the  Dnieper — on  the  16th  of  August 
■ — Bonaparte  found  Barclay  de  Tolli  waiting  for 
him  under  the  walls  of  Smolensk.  But  the  Rus¬ 
sian  general  only  intended  to  keep  the  French  in 
check  while  the  inhabitants  were  carrying  off  or 
destroying  provisions  and  all  those  things  which 
the  enemy  most  wanted  ;  and  after  a  little  hard 
fighting  de  Tolli  evacuated  Smolensk,  and  con¬ 
tinued  his  retreat  upon  Moscow.  The  Russian 
rear-guard  set  fire  to  the  town  before  they  quitted 
it,  and  the  place  became  a  horrid  black  ruin,  inca¬ 
pable  of  giving  shelter  to  foe  or  friend.  The  sight 
of  these  flames,  and  of  the  universal  conflagration 
that  gathered  round  the  invading  army  as  it  ad¬ 
vanced  into  Russia  Proper — for,  either  by  the  inha¬ 
bitants  or  by  the  soldiery  and  the  Cossacks,  nearly 
every  town,  village,  and  hamlet  was  set  on  fire,  and 
then  deserted — was  calculated  to  demonstrate  the 
nature  of  the  resistance,  and  the  hopelessness  of 
the  invasion  ;  but  Bonaparte  obstinately  kept  his 
eyes  shut,  and  rushed  onwards  to  his  doom.  On 
the  7th  of  September  he  fought  the  bloody  battle 
of  Borodino,  and  gained  a  victory,  but  at  the  cost 
of  nearly  one-fourth  of  his  army,  or  of  that  part  of 
it  which  w’as  advancing  with  him.  On  neither 
side  were  the  wounded  counted  ;  but  10,000  French 
and  1 5,000  Russians  lay  dead  on  that  bloody  field. 
Pie  took  scarcely  any  prisoners  or  guns  ;  and  his 
loss  was  much  more  serious  to  him  than  was  that 
of  the  Russians  to  them.  Whole  French  battalions 
had  been  annihilated  almost  to  a  man.*  There 
was  no  flight,  no  confusion,  no  loss  of  heart,  or  of 
a  noble  military  countenance  ;  the  Russians  con¬ 
tinued  their  retreat  the  day  after  the  battle,  in  the 
greatest  order,  though  the  French  were  treading  on 
their  rear.  On  the  iTth  of  September  they  tra¬ 
versed  the  city  of  Moscow,  which  most  of  the  inha¬ 
bitants  had  already  evacuated  :  and  on  the  same 
day  the  French  entered  into  that  desolate  capital. 
No  Russians  were  seen  in  Moscowq  except  convicts 
and  men  of  the  poorest  and  most  desperate  class. 
That  very  evening  a  fire  broke  out  in  the  town, 
but  it  was  extinguished  during  the  night.  On  the 
next  day,  the  15th  of  Sejitember,  Napoleon  took 
np  his  (|uarters  in  the  Kremlin,  the  ancient  palace 
of  the  Czars;  and  ponqious  bulletins  were  issued 
and  dated  from  that  s))ot.  On  the  following  night 
the  fire  broke  out  again,  and  Moscow  was  in  flames 
in  a  dozen  (|uarters  at  once,  and  at  points  opposite 
to  and  altogether  unconnected  with  each  other. 
The  high  winds  of  autumn  fanned  the  flames  and 

*  The  Uussiaiis  had  ^H)od  positions  anil  some  Idrmidalde  redoubts 
but  in  number  liu-y  were  certainly  not  superior  to  the  French-  When 
the  battle  commenced  each  army  had  on  the  field  about  120,000  men. 
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gradually  spread  them  all  over  the  city.  Nothing 
could  now  stop  or  check  the  contlagratiou.  On 
the  third  day  of  its  raging  Bonaparte  abandoned 
the  Kremlin,  where  he  had  run  great  risk  of  being 
blown  into  the  air,  as  an  immense  cpiantity  of  am¬ 
munition  had  been  collected  in  that  palace,  and  as 
sparks  and  fragments  of  burning  matter  were  flying 
all  about.  On  the  19th  the  rage  of  the  fire  abated, 
after  having  destroyed  1082  houses,  or  about  four- 
fifths  of  the  city.  Lodging  might  still  have  been 
found  for  the  troops,  although  fires  did  continue  to 
break  out  as  if  by  involuntary  combustion  ;  but 
there  was  no  obtaining  proper  supplies  of  provi¬ 
sions  ;  and  the  French  were  obliged  to  live  chiefly 
on  the  flesh  of  their  horses,  which  was  salted  down. 
If  he  had  begun  a  retreat  at  once,  Bonaparte  might 
yet  have  saved  a  very  large  portion,  if  not  the  mass, 
of  his  immense  army  ;  but  he  remained  among  the 
ruins  of  Moscow  for  five  weeks,  inert  and  appa¬ 
rently  stupified,  talking  oracular  nonsense  which 
could  no  longer  impose  upon  any  rational  mind, 
and  sending  people  to  negotiate  with  Alexander, 
whose  object  it  was  to  gain  time — who  now  wanted 
no  other  negotiators,  and  scarcely  any  other  gene¬ 
rals,  than  snow,  frost,  and  famine.  At  last,  on  the 
19ih  of  October,  when  the  severity  of  winter  had 
already  set  in,  the  Grande  Armee  began  its  retreat. 
Their  leader  knew  not  which  way  to  lead  it  so  as 
to  have  the  best  chance  of  obtaining  provision  and 
shelter.  He  attempted  to  retire  by  Kaluga,  but  the 
terrible  reception  which  the  Russians  gave  him  at 
IVIalo  Yaroslavitz  compelled  him  to  take  the  road 
by  Smolensk,  by  which  he  had  advanced,  and  thus 
to  retreat  through  a  country  that  was  now  as  bare 
as  a  desert.  Every  one  is  familiar  with  the  astound¬ 
ing  loss  of  life,  and  the  sufi'erings  and  horrors  that 
ensued.  The  starving,  diseased,  disorganised,  and 
mutinous  columns  were  follov^ed  by  the  Hettman 
Platoff  and  his  avenging  Cossacks  ;  and  the  Rus¬ 
sian  grand  army  was  never  far  distant.  The  French 
had  left  Moscow  120,000  strong,  but  by  the  time 
they  reached  Viazma  on  the  Wop  they  were  re¬ 
duced  to  60,000  fighting  men.  On  the  Gth  of 
November  they  were  overtaken  by  the  Russian 
winter  with  all  its  terrors.  They  now  died  like 
rotten  sheep.  The  survivors  at  last  reached  Smo¬ 
lensk,  to  which  place  some  stores  and  provisions 
had  been  brought  up  for  them.  On  the  14th  of 
November  Bonaparte  left  Smolensk  with  about 
40,000  men  able  to  carry  arms.  His  rear  divi¬ 
sions  had  now  to  sustain  almost  daily  attacks  from 
the  Russians  and  Cossacks  ;  but  the  frost  and  the 
snow,  the  nipping  blasts  of  night  which  swept  over 
those  vast  ojien,  treeless,  houseless  plains,  killed 
more  than  sword  and  spear,  and  bullets  and  cannon¬ 
balls.  Wherx  he  arrived  at  Oresa,  in  Lithuania, 
Bonaparte  had  only  1 2,000  men  with  arms  in  their 
hands;  and  his  40,000  horses  had  dwindled  down 
to  3000.  But,  on  approaching  the  river  Berezina, 
he  wars  joined  hy  a  corps  of  reserve  of  nearly  50,000 
men.  One-half  of  the  army  thus  reinforced  was  lost 
in  effecting  the  passage  of  the  Berezina;  and  after 
that  terrible  passage  there  was  scarcely  the  sem¬ 


blance  of  an  army,  scarcely  a  remnant  of  discijiline 
or  of  courage  to  be  found  anywhere.  On  the  3rd 
of  December  Bonaparte  arrived  at  Malodeczno, 
whence  he  issued  his  famous  7V'enO/-ATnf/«  bulletin, 
which  agitated  or  astounded  the  whole  of  Europe. 
Fiction  and  invention  could  no  longer  be  available; 
the  extent  of  his  disaster  could  not  possibly  be  con¬ 
cealed  ;  and  this  time — for  the  first  time  and  the 
last — he  told  the  whole  truth,  frankly  confessing 
that  except  the  Guards  he  had  no  longer  an  army  ! 
Two  days  after  this — on  the  5th  of  December — he 
took  leave  of  some  of  his  generals,  and  stole  away 
from  the  wretched  remains  of  his  troops  to  com¬ 
mence  a  rapid  flight  towards  France.  He  travelled 
in  a  sledge,  accompanied  by  Caulaincourt,  and  was 
so  fortunate  as  to  escape  the  Cossacks.  On  the 
10th  of  December,  at  a  late  hour,  he  arrived  at 
Warsaw,  where  he  might  be  considered  safe. 
During  his  very  short  stay  in  that  city,  his  con¬ 
versation  proclaimed  either  that  his  intellect  was 
partially  alienated,  or  that  he  was  the  most  wretched, 
heartless,  and  contemptible  despot  that  had  ever 
trifled  with  the  destinies  of  mankind.  The  Abbd 
de  Pradt,  then  his  resident  minister  at  Warsaw, 
found  him  at  the  posting-house  warming  himself 
by  a  smoking  W'ood  fire.  “  Ha !  Monsieur  I’Abbe,” 
said  he,  “  from  the  sublime  to  the  ridiculous  is  but 
a  step !  There  is  but  a  step  from  the  sublime  to 
the  ridiculous!”  And  he  kept  striding  up  and 
down  the  smoky  room,  rubbing  his  hands,  and  re¬ 
peating  this  mot,  which  Thomas  Paine  had  emitted 
before  the  name  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte  had  been 
heard  in  the  world,  and  the  idea  of  which  had 
been  enunciated,  with  slight  variation  of  expression, 
many  times  and  centuries  before  the  days  of  Paine. 
He  reached  Paris  on  the  18lh  of  December,  at 
nigbt.*  As  he  stood  in  the  luxurious  and  splendid 
apartment  of  the  Tuileries,  warming  himself  before 
a  blazing  fire,  he  said,  “  Gentlemen,  it  is  much 
pleasanter  here  than  at  Moscow  !”t  loss  of 

the  French  and  their  auxiliaries,  in  the  wdiole  of 
the  Russian  campaign  and  retreat,  is  estimated  at 
125,000  slain  in  fight;  132,000  dead  of  fatigue, 
disease,  hunger,  and  cold;  and  193,000  juisoners, 
including  3000  officers  and  48  generals.  They  had 
left  behind  tliem  900  pieces  of  cannon,  and  25,000 
waggons,  cassoons,  &c. 

Ever  since  the  opening  of  the  Russian  cam¬ 
paign  the  eyes  of  Europe  had  been  turned  with 
intense  anxiety  to  the  regions  beyond  the  Vistula 
and  the  Niemeu.  The  countries  that  were  groan- 

*  lie  had  travelled  all  the  way  rnengnito,  and  with  amazin"  rapiditv. 
He  arrived  at  PavU  tweiity-rour  hours  sifter  the  publication  in  the 
‘  Mnniteur  ’  of  the  famed  Twenty-Ninth  bulletin  \^  liich  had  been  writ-  ^ 
ten  at  Malodeczno.  His  arrival  was  unexpected:  even  the  Kmpress 
Maria  Louisa  was  ignorant  of  his  coming ;  and  all  were  taken  by 
surprise  Mhen  he  drove  up  to  the  Tuileries. 

f  One  w  ho  was  himself  a  cynic  and  an  egotist  has  said,  witli  some 
point  and  truth.  “  The  great  error  of  Napoleon,  ‘  if  we  liave  writ  our 
annals  true,’  w  as  a  continued  obtrusion  on  mankind  of  his  want  of  all 
community  of  feeling  for  or  with  them  ;  perliaps  more  oITensive  to 
human  vanity  than  the  active  cruelty  of  more  trembling  and  sus])i- 
cious  tyranny.  Such  were  his  speeches  to  public  assemblies  as  well 
as  individuals  ;  and  the  single  expression  which  he  is  said  to  have  used 
on  returning  to  Paris  after  the  Russian  winter  had  destroyoil  his  army, 
rnbhiughis  liands  over  a  tire,  ‘  Tliis  is  pleasanter  than  Moscow,’  would 
probably  alienate  more  favour  from  his  cause  than  the  destruction  and 
reverses  which  led  to  the  remark,”— Bgron^  note  to  Canto  III,  of 
Childe  Harold's  Filgrimage.\ 
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iiig  under  French  oppression  anticipated,  from  the 
success  or  failure  of  this  Sesostris-like  expedition, 
enfranchisement  and  a  restored  nationality,  or  a 
confirmed  slavery.  At  first  every  bulletin  an¬ 
nounced  a  victory  or  an  unopposed  advance,  and 
every  courier  brought  intelligence  which  seemed 
to  unthinking  minds  to  demonstrate  that  Russia 
was  incapable  of  contending  with  Bonaparte,  w  ho 
led  in  his  train  the  armies  and  the  princes  of 
nearly  all  Europe.  Others,  who  better  knew  the 
capabilities  of  the  country  for  prolonging  a  de¬ 
fensive  w'ar,  doubted  whether  the  Emperor  Alex¬ 
ander  would  prove  true  to  liimself,  and  whether, 
after  his  army  had  been  repeatedly  defeated,  and 
after  the  ancient  capital  of  his  empire  had  fallen 
into  the  power  of  his  enemy,  he  would  not  lie  iti- 
duced  to  negotiate,  and  in  the  end  to  submit.  If 
others  entertained  as  much  anxiety  as  England — 
and  many  countries  must  have  been  far  more 
anxious — none  could  render  Russia  so  much  coun¬ 
tenance  and  assistance  as  England  could,  and  did. 
The  unprofitable  war  with  the  Turks  was  still  in 
progress  when  Bonaparte  determined  to  invade 
the  dominions  of  the  Czar.  At  the  opportune  mo¬ 
ment  England  stepped  in  as  a  mediatrix,  and 
Mr.  Stratford  Canning,  then  a  young  diplomatist,* 
speedily,  and  with  great  ability,  negotiated  a  treaty 
between  Sultan  IMahmoud  and  the  Fhnperor  Alex¬ 
ander,  which  enabled  Russia  to  withdraw  from  the 
Danube  an  army  of  from  30,000  to  40,000  men, 
and  to  bring  that  army  to  the  Berezina,  upon  the 
flank  of  Bonaparte’s  flying  and  disorganised  forces. 
It  was  not  the  fault  of  Mr.  Stratford  Canning  that 
the  conquered  conqueror  was  allowed  to  escape 
across  that  freezing  Russian  river :  if  the  obtuse 
'Russian  admiral  who  commanded  that  liberated 
army  of  the  Danube  had  not  loitered  on  his  way, 
and  had  not  made  mistakes  as  to  his  lines  of  mareh, 
neither  Bonaparte  nor  a  single  man  belonging  to 
the  Grand  Army,  which  had  penetrated  to  Mos¬ 
cow,  would  have  effected  the  passage  of  the  Bere¬ 
zina.  These  preliminaries  of  peace  between  Russia 
and  Turkey  were  ratified  at  Bucharest  as  early  as 
the  2Sth  of  May.  But  two  months  before  this  a 
treaty  of  alliance  had  been  signed  at  Petersburgh 
between  Sweden  and  Russia,  Bernadotte  being 
encouraged  thereto  by  the  assurances  he  had  re¬ 
ceived  from  the  British  cabinet.  And  in  the  month 
of  July  a  treaty  of  peace  and  amity  between  Great 
Britain  and  Sweden  was  ratified  ;  and  in  the  month 
of  August,  when  Bonaparte  was  penetrating  into 
the  heart  of  the  Russian  empire,  with  victory 
in  his  van,  a  treaty  of  peace  and  union  was  rati¬ 
fied  at  Petersburgh  between  Great  Britain  and 
Russia,  which  renewed  all  their  ancient  relations 
of  friendship  and  commerce.  The  Russian  fleet, 
which  wouhl  have  been  frozen  up  and  rendered 
almost  helpless  if  left  in  its  own  ports,  was  sent  to 
winter  in  England— a  measure  which  was  indeed 
a  token  of  mutual  confidence,  as  well  as  of  the 
sense  of  jiresent  danger  on  the  part  of  Russia.f 

*  Now  Sir  Slratfovd  Canninj;,  and  ambassnilor  to  Uio  Ottoman  Porte. 

f  Ur.  Joliu  Aikiu,  .ViiuaU  of  llie  Keign  of  King  George  111. 
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It  was  chielly  English  money  or  English  credit 
which  set  the  army  of  the  Danube  in  motion,  and 
which  put  the  other  armies  and  commissariats  of 
Alexander  in  a  better  condition  than  had  been 
usual  with  them.  It  was  the  undiminished  and 
unstained  English  credit  at  Petersburgh,  Stock¬ 
holm,  and  at  every  trading  town  on  the  Baltic 
Sea — it  was  the  undoubting  faith  in  British  bills 
of  exchange  and  in  our  home-vituperated  bank¬ 
notes — that  enabled  Russia  to  put  on  her  panoply 
of  war,  and  that  contributed,  almost  as  much  as 
the  angry  elements,  to  the  destruction  of  the  in¬ 
vading  hosts.  A  French  officer  who  accompanied 
General  Lauriston  to  the  Russian  head- quarters 
once  said  to  us,  “  We  had  been  led  to  believe  that 
your  credit  was  gone,  that  England  was  bankrupt ; 
but,  when  I  found  everywhere  that  your  bills  of  ex¬ 
change  and  bank-notes  were  received  and  passed  as 
if  they  had  been  gold,  I  trembled  for  the  result  of 
our  daring  enterprise  !”  English  aid,  both  privately 
and  publicly,  was  promptly  given  to  the  Russians 
who  had  suffered  in  the  war.  We  are  old  enouuh 
to  have  a  distinct  recollection  of  the  generous  sym¬ 
pathy  and  enthusiasm  with  which  a  large  subscrip¬ 
tion  was  raised  in  the  city  of  London  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  rebuilding  the  city  of  AIoscow. 

Parliament,  with  a  newly  elected  House  of  Com¬ 
mons,  assembled  on  tbe  24th  of  November.  Its 
most  noticeable  measures  previous  to  the  Christ¬ 
mas  recess  were  a  grant  of  100,000/.  to  the  Mar¬ 
quess  of  Wellington,  and  a  grant  of  200,000/.  for 
the  relief  of  the  sufferers  in  Russia. 

A.  D.  1813.  After  some  stormy  debates  in  the 
Commons  on  the  American  war,  in  which  the 
opposition  not  only  blamed  the  ministry  for  the 
negligent  manner  in  which  the  maritime  part  of 
the  conflict  had  been  conducted,  but  also  charged 
them  with  having  been  the  aggressors,  and  wi.h 
having  provoked  an  unnecessary  and  fatal  contest. 
Lord  Castlereagh,  on  the  18th  of  February,  moved 
an  address  to  the  prince  regent,  expressing  entire 
approbation  of  the  resistance  proposed  by  his  royal 
highness  to  the  unjustifiable  claims  of  the  Ame¬ 
rican  government,  a  full  conviction  of  the  justice 
of  the  war  on  our  ])art,  and  the  assurance  of  a  cor¬ 
dial  support  from  that  House.  The  opposition 
renewed  their  censures,  but  they  were  too  weak  to 
try  a  division  :  the  address  was  agreed  to,  nem.  con., 
as  was  another  in  the  House  of  Lords  to  the  same 
effect. 

The  budget  was  introduced  on  the  31st  of  March. 
The  requisite  supplies  of  the  year  were  stated  at 
more  than  72,000,000/.,  out  of  which  England  and 
Scotland  were  to  furnish  more  than  68,500,000  '. 
Tins  was  a  larger  amount  than  had  been  voted  in 
any  preceding  year;  but  the  American  war  pro¬ 
mised  to  be  expensive,  and  it  was  generally  felt 
that  at  this  decisive  moment  we  ought  to  put  forth 
all  our  strength,  in  order  to  finish  the  contest  in 
Spain,  to  prolong  our  aid  to  Russia,  and  to  give 
encouragement  and  assistance  to  the  other  nations 
of  the  Continent  that  should  rise  and  throw  off 
their  chains.  All  the  estimates  were  voted  by  im- 
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mense  majorities.  Among  the  ways  and  means 
w'ere  war  taxes  to  the  amount  of  21,000,000/.,  a 
fresh  loan  to  the  same  amount,  and  a  vote  of  credit 
for  6,000,000/.  On  all  points  the  ministerial 
majorities  were  stronger  than  they  had  been  for 
many  years.  The  Russian  campaign,  and  the 
annihilation  of  Bonaparte’s  immense  army,  had 
made  many  converts  in  the  country,  and  the  con¬ 
duct  of  the  American  republic  had  inflamed  the 
feelings  of  nationality.  At  an  early  stage  of  the 
war  Lord  Liverpool  had  predicted  that  the  day 
might  come  when  an  English  army  should  march 
into  Paris,  and  bivouac  in  the  Bois  de  Boulogne 
and  on  the  heights  of  Montmartre.  Though  little 
given  to  the  indulgence  of  fancy,  his  lordship  had 
long  been  laughed  at  for  this  prediction  ;  but  now 
the  fulfilment  of  it  seemed  no  longer  impossible,  or 
even  improlrable;  and  before  the  year  closed  Wel¬ 
lington  descended  from  the  Pyrenees,  and  his  Bri¬ 
tish  army  got  a  firm  footiug  on  the  soil  of  France. 
Our  great  general  had  not  been  deceived  in  any 
of  the  sanguine  hopes  he  had  derived  from  the 
Russian  war.  On  his  side  the  year  1813  was  a 
year  of  victories  and  of  the  most  splendid  achieve¬ 
ments. 

The  Russian  catas'rophe  not  only  prevented 
Bonaparte  from  reinforcing  his  marshals  in  Spain, 
but  it  also  obliged  him  to  recall  the  best  of  them,  and 
the  only  one  among  thenr  whose  generalship  had 
cost  Lord  Wellington  any  very  serious  thoughts. 
This,  of  course,  was  Marshal  Soult,  who,  early  in 
the  year,  was  removed  from  the  Peninsula  to  oppose 
the  Russians,  then  about  to  advance  through  Ger¬ 
many  to  tlie  batdes  of  the  Rhine.  Soult,  however, 
took  only  20,000  men  with  him,  thus  leaving 
about  70,000  men  to  oppose  Wellington,  besides 
the  army  of  Suchet  in  tlie  eastern  provinces.  The 
Army  of  Portugal,  as  it  continued  to  be  called,  w'as 
now  placed  under  the  command  of  General  Reille, 
who  had  his  head-quarters  at  Valladolid  ;  the  Army 
of  the  Centre,  under  Drouet,  was  distributed  round 
Madrid ;  and  the  Army  of  the  South  had  its  head¬ 
quarters  at  Toledo.  All  these  forces  were  nomi¬ 
nally  under  the  command  of  King  Joseph  ;  but,  as 
Joseph  was  no  soldier,  and  never  could  learn  to  be 
one,  he  was  assisted  by  Marshal  Jourdan,  who 
could  only  have  earned  his  great  reputation  of 
former  days  by  having  been  opposed  to  incompe¬ 
tent  or  unfaithful  generals.  Generals  Clauscl  and 
Foy  commanded  separate  divisions  in  Aragon  and 
Biscay.  Before  the  campaign  began,  Andalusia 
and  Estremadura  in  the  south,  and  Galicia  and 
Asturias  in  the  north,  were  entirely  free  from  the 
French.  i 

Doing  at  last  what  they  ought  to  have  done  at 
first,  the  Spanish  provisional  government,  with  the 
consent  and  approbation  of  the  Cortes,  made  Lord 
AVellington  the  commander-in-chief  of  the  Spanish 
armies,  and  took  some  measures  to  improve  the 
discipline  and  effectiveness  of  their  troops.  In  the 
main,  however,  these  things  remained  but  as  a 
good  intention,  for  the  regency  had  hardly  any 
money  except  what  they  received  from  England, 
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the  insurrections  and  wars  of  independence  in  the 
South  American  cobnies  stopping  at  the  fountain¬ 
head  the  supplies  which  Spain  had  been  accus¬ 
tomed  to  receive  from  that  quarter;  and  the  pride, 
ignorance,  and  indocility  of  the  Spanish  command¬ 
ing  officers,  and  the  slothfulness  and  indiscipline 
of  the  Spanish  troops,  were  evils  not  to  be  reme¬ 
died  of  a  sudden,  or  in  the  course  of  one  trying 
campaign.  And  therefore  the  only  army  upon 
which  Wellington  could  rely  for  field  operations 
consisted  of  about  63,000  British  and  Portuguese 
infantry,  and  about  6000  cavalry.  Flis  lordship 
commenced  active  operations  about  the  middle  of 
May,  making  the  allied  army  enter  Spain  in  three 
separate  bodies ;  the  left  under  Sir  Thomas  Gra¬ 
ham,  the  hero  of  Barrosa,  the  right  under  the 
indefatigable  Hill,  and  the  centre  under  his  own 
immediate  command.  The  combined  movements 
of  these  three  divisions  were  so  well  managed  that 
the  French  were  taken  by  surprise.  On  the  1st  of 
June  they  were  in  full  retreat  before  Graham  ;  and, 
Graham  being  joined  by  Wellington,  these  two 
divisions  pushed  forward  for  Valladolid.  On  the 
3rd  of  June  Hill  effected  his  junction,  and  the 
allied  army  was  also  joined  by  the  Spanish  army 
of  Galicia,  and  by  a  Spanish  force  from  the  South. 
As  Lord  Wellington  advaneed,  Joseph  Bonaparte 
fled  from  Madrid,  for  the  last  of  many  times.  He 
was  followed  by  his  eourt  and  retainers,  who 
hastily  packed  up  what  they  could  carry  with 
them.  The  French  army  retired  to  Burgos,  where 
they  had  strengthened  the  works  of  the  castle. 
But  on  the  12th  of  June,  \Vellington  being  near 
at  hand,  the  French  abandoned  Burgos,  blew  up 
the  fortifications  of  the  castle,  and  retreated  to  the 
Ebro.  This  line,  so  much  nearer  to  their  own 
frontiers,  they  thought  they  could  defend ;  and  they 
threw’  a  strong  garrison  into  the  fortress  of  Pan- 
corvo,  a  little  in  advanee  of  the  river.  Thev  were 
much  mistaken.  Avoiding  the  fortress,  and  every¬ 
thing  which  rendered  the  passage  of  the  Ebro 
dangerous  or  difficult,  and  finding  out  a  new  road 
through  a  rugged  eountry.  Lord  Wellington  com¬ 
pletely  turned  the  French  position  on  the  Ebro, 
and  drove  them  back  upon  Vittoria,  after  an  en¬ 
gagement  at  Osma.  By  the  20th  of  June  the  whole 
of  the  allied  army  was  beyond  the  Ebro  and  con¬ 
centrated  near  Vittoria.*  On  the  19th  the  enemy, 
commanded  by  Joseph  Bonaparte,  having  Marshal 
Jourdan  as  his  major-general  and  director,  had 
taken  up  a  strong  position  in  front  of  Vittoria, 
their  left  resting  upon  the  heights  which  terminate 
at  La  Puebla  de  Arganzon,  and  extending  from 
thence  across  the  valley  of  the  Zadorra,  in  front  of 
the  village  of  Arinez,  the  right  of  their  centre  oc¬ 
cupying  a  height  which  commanded  the  valley  to 

*  The  left  of  the  army  crossed  the  Ebro  on* the  14lli  of  June,  by  t}ie 
bridges  of  San  Martin  and  Kocamunde,  and  the  remainder  on  llie  loth, 
by  tliose  bridj((*s  and  that  of  Piiente-Arenas.  On  the  IGUi  they  con¬ 
tinued  their  maich  towards  Vittoria.  On  the  16th  and  17th  tlie  enemy 
were  rather  active  ;  but  the  rear  brigade  of  a  di^ision  was  cut  off  by 
Major-General  ('harles  Alien,  who  took  30u  pri.soners,  Killed  and 
•wounded  many,  and  dispersed  the  rest  of  the  brigade  in  the  moun¬ 
tains.  There  was  some  more  smart  lighting;  and  between  the  I2th 
and  the  19th  of  June  tl»e  Marquess  of  \\‘cllington  liad  153  men 
wounded,  and  27  killed* — C(jlonel  Ourwoodf  ff'c’Uingt07i  Dispatches* 
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the  Zadorra,  and  their  right  being  stationed  near 
tl>e  town  of  Vittoria,  being  destined  to  defend  the 
passages  of  the  river  Zadorra,  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  :  they  had  a  reserve  in  rear  of  their  left,  at 
the  village  of  Goinecha.  By  this  disposition  the 
French  covered  the  three  great  roads  from  Madrid, 
Bilbao,  and  Logrono,  which  unite  at  Vittoria. 
Though  few  on  either  side  may  have  thought  of 
them,  there  were  traditions  and  reminiscences 
attached  to  the  spot :  on  the  ridges  which  the 
French  army  occupied,  or  in  the  country  within 
sight  of  them,  our  Edward  the  Black  Prince  had 
fought  and  won  the  great  battle  of  Najara,  defeat¬ 
ing  the  French  army  of  Bertram  du  Gnesclin. 
The  nature  of  the  counlry  through  which  the  allied 
army  had  passed  since  it  had  reached  the  Ebro 
had  necessarily  extended  its  columns ;  and  Wel¬ 
lington  halted  on  the  20th,  in  order  to  close  them 
up.  He  also  moved  his  left  to  the  ground  where 
it  was  most  likely  it  would  be  required,  and  care¬ 
fully  reconnoitred  King  Joseph’s  or  Marshal  Jour- 
dan’s  positions,  with  a  view  to  the  attack  to  be 
made  on  the  following  morning,  if  the  French 
should  still  remain  in  them.  The  enemy  kept 
their  ground,  and  early  on  the  morning  of  the 
21st  of  June  the  glorious  battle  of  Vittoria  was 
begun. 

The  operations  of  the  day  commenced  by 
General  Sir  Rowland  Flill  obtaining  possession  of 
the  heights  of  La  Puebla,  on  which  the  enemy’s 
left  rested.  At  the  moment  of  Hill’s  attack  Jour- 
dan  reinforced  his  troops  stationed  on  those  heights, 
and,  after  the  heights  had  been  carried  by  the 
allies,  he  made  repeated  and  desperate  efforts  to 
recover  them  ;  hut  all  was  in  vain,  and  Flill’s  bat¬ 
talions,  among  whom  w'as  a  Spanish  brigade  under 
General  Morillo,  kept  possession  of  those  important 
heights  throughout  the  battle.  The  contest  here 
was,  however,  very  severe,  and  the  loss  sustained 
considerable  :  General  Morillo  was  wounded,  but 
remained  on  the  field ;  Lieutenant-Colonel  the 
H  on.  FI.  Cadogan  w^as  mortally  wounded,  but, 
though  he  knew  that  he  was  dying,  he  had  himself 
carried  to  a  jilace  w'hence  he  could  see  all  the 
operations.*  Under  cover  of  the  possession  of 

*  “  General  Morillo  had  led  his  attack  with  his  accustomed  ijalhintry, 
and  although  twice  wounded  declined  (jnitting  the  field,  but  requested 
reiiirorcemeiits.  Sir  Uowlaiid  Hill  ordered  Colonel  Cadogau,  witli 
part  of  the  brigade  iiuder  his  temporary  command,  to  ascend  and 
secure  the  success  of  the  attack.  Thus  assailed,  the  enemy,  alarmed 
for  the  safety  of  ihat  Hank,  detached  troops  from  tlieceutie  of  hisUne, 
who  meeting  the  British  and  Spanish  force,  now  established  on  the 
very  summit  of  La  Puebla  heights,  a  warm  and  severely  contested 
action  took  place.  Pressing  forward  at  the  head  of  his  brigade. 
Colonel  Cadogan  was  moi  tall>  wounded  by  a  musket-ball.  In  a  liope* 
less  state  as  to  the  possiliility  of  recovery,  no  attempt  was  made  to 
carry  him  from  the  lield,  where,  enthusiastic  to  llie  last,  he  requested 
removal  to  a  situation  from  wlieuce  lie  couhl  gaze  on  tlie  triunqdiaiit 
progress  of  companions  with  wliom  he  had  so  freiiueiitly  \)inTici])ated 

ill  victory.  His  fall  was  dee))ly  regretted . The  ev(*iiing 

previous  to  tile  haltle,  when  informed  that  it  would  certainly  take 
place,  his  exiiltalion  was  uulinuniled  :  going  into  action  as  the  corn- 
mender  of  that  noble  brigade  appeared  tlie  climax  of  his  wislies  and 
the  forerunner  of  distinclion:  before  the  couiUel  terminated  lie  was 
iiunibered  with  the  dead.” — Culand  Leith  Hay,  Narrative  of  the  Ptmin- 
sulnr  fVar. 

Lord  Wellington  was  deeply  allecteil  by  tl>e  d^ath  of  the  truly 
nolde  and  lirave  Cadogan,  and  by  tlie  thought  of  the  driqi  alllictiuii 
which  lii-H  loss  must  cause  to  his  suiviviug  frie.nd.s  and  connections. 
These  feelings  are  always  expresst*d  on  similar  occasions  by  his  lord- 
ship  in  short  hut  alTecting  sentences.  Ilis  sympatliy  extended  to  every 
good  and  brave  ofiicer,  whatever  might  be  his  rank  or  name.  He 
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these  well-defended  heights,  Sir  RoAvhmd  Hill, 
with  all  the  rest  of  his  division,  successively  passed 
the  Zadorra,  at  La  Puebla,  and  the  defile  tunned 
by  the  heights  and  the  river  Zadorra,  and  attacked 
and  gained  possession  of  the  village  of  Suhijana  de 
Alava,  which  also  stood  on  a  height.  Here,  too, 
the  French  made  desperate  efforts  to  recover  pos¬ 
session  •,  hut  they  were  not  more  successful  than 
they  had  been  at  La  Puebla.  Jourdan  now  ordered 
the  French  left  to  fall  hack  fur  the  defence  of  the 
city  of  Vittoria.  In  the  meanwhile  the  rest  of  the 
allied  army  had  come,  or  was  fast  coming,  into 
action,  moving  on  in  two  other  separate  columns 
of  attack.  The  difficult  nature  of  the  country 
prevented  the  communication  between  these  two 
columns,  and  between  either  of  them  and  Hill’s 
column,  which  formed  our  riglit.  For  some  time 
Wellington  was  left  in  an  anxious  state  of  uncer¬ 
tainty,  not  knowing  whether  Hill  had  succeeded,  or 
whether  the  column  under  the  command  of  the 
Earl  of  Dalhousie  had  arrived  at  the  station  ap- 
liointed  for  it.  But  everything  went  well,  and  as 
he  had  ordered :  the  combined  movements  were  all 
executed  with  rare  precision,  both  as  to  place  and 
time.  The  fourth  and  light  divisions,  under 
General  Cole,  and  forming  part  of  our  middle 
column,  crossed  the  Zadorra  by  the  bridges  of 
Nanclaras  and  Tras-Puentes,  immediately  after  Sir 
Rowland  Hill  had  got  possession  of  Suhijana  de 
Alava,  and,  almost  as  soon  as  these  had  crossed,  the 
Earl  of  Ualhousie’s  column  arrived  at  Mendoza ; 
and  the  third  division,  under  Sir  Thomas  Picton, 
crossed  at  a  bridge  higher  up,  being  immediately 
followed  by  the  seventh  division,  led  on  by  Dal¬ 
housie  in  person.  As  the  allied  divisions  jiassed 
the  river  the  scene  exhibited  to  those  on  the 
heights  was  one  of  the  most  airimating  ever  beheld 
by  soldiers.  “  The  whole  country,”  says  one  who 
was  both  an  actor  and  a  spectator,  “  seemed  to  be 
filled  with  troops;  the  sun  shone  bright;  not  a 
cloud  obscured  the  brilliant  and  glowing  atmos¬ 
phere.  From  right  to  left,  as  far  as  the  eye  could 
reach,  scarcely  the  most  diminutive  space  inter¬ 
vened  between  bodies  of  troops,  either  already 
engaged  or  rapidly  advancing  iirto  action  ;  artillery 
and  musketry  were  lieard  in  one  continued,  unin¬ 
terrupted  volume  of  sound,  and,  although  the  great 
force  of  French  cannon  had  not  yet  opened  upon 
the  assailants,  the  fire  had  already  become  exceed¬ 
ingly  violent.”*  These  four  united  divisions,  now 
forming  the  centre  of  the  allied  army,  were  des¬ 
tined  to  attack  the  height  which  commanded  the 
valley  of  the  Zadorra,  and  on  which  the  riglit  of 
the  French  centre  was  jdaced,  while  Sir  Rowland 
Hill  should  move  forward  from  Suhijana  de  Alava 
to  attack  the  left.  But  Jourdan,  having  weakened 
his  line  to  strengthen  his  detachments  on  tlie  hills, 

cauUl  bpstow  it  even  Upon  failure  jiiul  niLfoitmie  when  lie  thou"lit 
that  the  failure  had  proi'eeiUal  only  tVoni  error  of  jiidjiuieut.  It  wtis^in 
tlie  hi^'hest  de^'ree,  needful  for  sucli  a  man.  so  jdaced,  to  conceal  ids 
emotions,  and  to  have  his  leeliniis  under  control ;  liql  nothin;'  can  he 
mori*  incorrect  than  to  char;'!*  ^VelUm>ton  \viih  insensibility  oi  heart, 
or  a  btideal  iudifiereiice  to  the  loss  of  friends  and  biotlier-soidiers  and 
tlie  other  inevitable  WOOS  of  war  !  The  best  corrective  of  this  fallacy 
is  the  careful  perus;il  of  the  duke's  owu  dispalches. 

•  Colonel  Lvdth  Hay,  Narrative.— 
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abandoned  his  position  in  the  valley  of  the  Zadorra 
as  soon  as  he  saw  Wellington’s  disposition  to 
attack  it,  and  commeneed  his  retreat  in  good  order 
towards  Vittoria.  Before  retreating  the  French 
had  met  the  lieads  of  our  advancing  columns  with 
a  destructive  fire ;  but  General  Picton’s  division — 
the  always  fighting  third — having  come  in  contact 
with  a  strong  body  of  the  enemy,  had  driven  it 
back,  and  had  taken  its  guns. 

As  Jourdan  fell  back  upon  Vittoria,  closing  up 
his  long  lines,  which  had  been  far  too  much  ex¬ 
tended,  our  troops  continued  to  advance  in  ad¬ 
mirable  order,  notwithstaTiding  the  difficulty  of 
the  ground.  In  the  meantime,  while  this  was 
passing  in  front.  General  Sir  Thomas  Graham, 
moving  along  the  road  from  Bilbao  with  our  left, 
had  attacked  the  French  right,  which  was  posted 
on  the  heights  beyond  the  Zadorra,  above  the 
village  of  Abechuco,  and  had  dislodged  it  from 
thence,  and  then,  ascending  the  right  bank  of  the 
Zadorra  towards  the  Bayonne  road,  he  carried  the 
village  of  Gamarra  Mayor;  and  at  nearly  the  same 
time  the  Spanish  division  of  Longa  carried  the 
village  of  Gamarra  Menor,  which  is  on  the  right 
bank  of  the  river  opposite  the  Bayonne  road,  which 
runs  along  the  left  bank,  the  heights  of  which  were 
occupied  by  two  divisions  of  French  infantry  in 
reserve.  In  the  execution  of  these  services  Gra¬ 
ham’s  divisions,  including  Spanish  as  well  as  Por¬ 
tuguese  troops,  were  closely  and  desperately 
engaged  ;  and  all  behaved  admirably,  some  Por¬ 
tuguese  Ca^adores  particularly  distinguishing 
themselves.  The  enemy  had  a  division  of  infantry 
advanced  on  the  great  road  from  Vittoria  to  Bilbao 
in  order  to  keep  open  the  line  of  retreat  to  the 
latter  city ;  and  the  right  of  this  division  rested  on 
some  strong  heights  which  cover  the  village  of 
Gamarra  Mayor.  Both  Gamarra  Mayor  and 
Abechuco  Mere  strongly  occupied  as  tetes  de  potiif, 
and  could  not  be  earned  without  great  difficulty. 
It  was  Major-General  Robertson’s  brigade  of  the 
fifth  division  that  most  gallantly  stormed  and  car¬ 
ried  Gamarra  Mayor,  advancing  in  columns  of 
battalions,  under  a  very  heavy  fire  of  artillery  and 
musketry,  and  without  firing  a  shot.  Robertson’s 
brigade  was,  hoMxver,  assisted  by  two  guns  of 
Major  LaM'son’s  brigade  of  artillery.  At  this  vil¬ 
lage  the  enemy  suffered  severely  and  lost  three 
more  pieces  of  cannon.  The  village  of  Abechuco 
had  been  carried  by  Colonel  Flalkett’s  brigade, 
supported  by  General  Bradford’s  brigade  of  Portu¬ 
guese  infantry,  and  covered  by  a  strong  battery, 
consisting  of  horse  and  foot  artillery.  Iduring  the 
attack  at  Abechuco  the  French  had  made  the 
greatest  efforts  to  repossess  themselves  of  the  village 
of  Gamarra  Mayor ;  but  they  had  been  gallantly 
repulsed  by  the  fifth  division,  under  the  command 
of  Major-General  Oswald.* 

When  the  French  had  been  driven  from  all  their 
positions,  and  their  main  body  had  been  driven 
through  the  town  of  Vittoria,  the  whole  of  the 
allied  army  co-operated  in  the  pursuit,  which  was 
•  Col.  Gurwood,  Welliugtou  Dispatclies. 


continued  by  all  till  after  it  was  dark.  The  move¬ 
ments  of  the  troops  under  Sir  Thomas  Graham, 
and  their  possession  of  Gamarra  and  Abechuco  and 
of  the  Bayonne  road,  intercepted  the  enemy’s 
retreat  by  that  high  road  to  France.  They  were, 
therefore,  obliged  to  turn  to  the  road  leading  to  Pam¬ 
plona  ;  and  they  were  unable  to  hold  any  position 
beyond  Vittoria  for  a  sufficient  length  of  time  to 
allow  their  baggage,  stores,  and  artillery  to  be 
drawn  off.  The  whole,  therefore,  of  the  artillery 
which  had  not  already  been  taken  by  Lord  Wel¬ 
lington’s  troops  in  their  successive  attacks  of  posi¬ 
tions,  together  with  all  their  ammunition  and  bag¬ 
gage,  and  nearly  everything  else  they  had,  was 
captured  close  to  Vittoria.  “  I  have  reason  to  be¬ 
lieve,”  wrote  his  Lordship,  “that  the  enemy  car¬ 
ried  off  -with  them  one  gun  and  one  howitzer  only.’’ 
As  darkness  set  in,  the  French  columns  mixed  and 
dispersed,  running  off  in  all  directions.  The  in¬ 
truder  Joseph  had  a  very  narrow  escape;*  his 
travelling-carriage,  his  papers,  were  taken,  and 
several  of  his  attendants  were  captured  or  cut  dow'n, 
or  shot  in  their  flight  by  the  revengeful  Spaniards. 
To  the  French  it  was  an  irremediable,  a  fatal  de¬ 
feat — it  was  the  most  complete  defeat  they  ever 
experienced  in  Spain ;  and  few  battles  anywhere 
have  been  more  decisive.  The  immense  quantity 
of  artillery  introduced  by  Bonaparte  into  his  armies 
had  made  it  imperative  on  Wellington  to  increase 
the  number  of  his  own  guns  ;  and  never  previously 
had  so  large  a  body  of  British  artillery  been  engaged 
as  at  Vittoria.  The  French  army  rallied  at  no 
point  of  its  line ;  nor  was  there  the  slightest  effort 
made  by  them,  after  passing  the  city  of  Vit¬ 
toria,  to  check  the  rapid  pursuit  of  the  allies. 
To  escape  M'ith  nothing  but  life,  and  the  clothes 
on  their  backs,  seemed  to  have  become  their 
sole  object.  Their  artillery-drivers  cut  their  traces,' 
left  their  guns  on  the  uneven  rough  ground,  and 
galloped  off  with  their  horses.f  The  amount  of 
spoil  gathered  by  the  pursuers  was  immense,  and 
of  the  most  varied  description,  resembling  in  many 
particulars  the  spoils  of  an  Oriental  rather  than 
those  of  a  European  army.  Joseph  Bonaparte 
— who  had  been  nicknamed  by  the  sober  Spaniards 
“  King  of  the  Cooks,”  “  Little  Joseph  of  the 
bottles” — M'as  a  self-indulging,  luxurious,  sensual, 
voluptuous  man  ;  and  wherever  he  went  he  carried 
with  him  all  his  luxuries  and  means  of  enjoyment. 
His  splendid  sideboard  of  plate,  his  larder,  and  his 
cellar,  or  its  choicest  contents,  fell  into  the  hands 
of  the  conquerors  :  his  fine  Mardrobe,  some  of 
his  M'omen,  .and  some  of  his  plunder — including 
splendid  pictures  by  the  old  Spanish  masters — were 
taken  also.  Many  of  the  French  officers  had  fol- 
loM'cd  Joseph’s  example  as  far  as  their  means  al- 
loMed  ;  and  thus  the  finest  Mines  and  the  choicest 

*  The  10th  Hussars  entered  Vittoria  at  the  moment  that  Joseph 
was  hastening  out  ot‘  it  in  his  carriage.  One  squadron  of  tlie  tenth, 
under  Captain  Wynrlhara.  gave  pursuit,  and  tired  into  the  carriage  ; 
and  Joseph  had  barely  time  to  throw  himself  on  a  horse  and  gallop 
oil' under  the  protection  of  a  body  of  dragoons.  Tlie  carriage  was 
taken,  and  in  it  the  most  splendid  of  his  trinkets,  and  some  of  the 
most  precious  articles  he  had  abstracted  from  the  palaces  and  churches 
of  Spain. 

f  Colonel  Leith  Ilay. 
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viands  were  picked  up  in  profusion.  “  The  wives 
and  mistresses  of  the  officers  had  gathered  together 
in  one  house,  where  they  were  safe,  and  from  whence 
they  were  sent  in  their  own  carriages  with  a  flag  of 
truce  to  Pamplona.  Poodles,  parrots,  and  monkeys 
were  among  the  prisoners.  Seldom  has  such  a 
scene  of  confusion  been  witnessed  as  that  which  the 
roads  leading  from  the  field  of  battle  presented  ; 
broken-down  waggons  stocked  with  claret  and 
champagne,  others  laden  with  eatables  dressed  and 
undressed,  casks  of  brandy,  apparel  of  every  kind, 
barrels  of  money,  books,  papers,  sheep,  cattle, 
horses,  and  mules,  abandoned  in  the  flight.  The 
baggage  w'as  presently  rifled,  and  the  follow'ers  of 
the  eamp  attired  themselves  in  the  gala-dresses  of 
the  flying  enemy.  Portguuese  boys  figured  about 
in  the  dress-coats  of  French  general  officers  ;  and 
they  who  happened  to  draw  a  woman’s  wardrobe 
in  the  lottery  converted  silks,  satins,  and  embroi¬ 
dered  muslins  into  scarfs  and  sashes  for  their 
masquerade  triumph.  Some  of  the  more  fortunate 
soldiers  got  possession  of  the  army  chest,  and 

loaded  themselves  with  money . 

The  camp  of  every  division  was  like  a  fair  ; 
benches  were  laid  from  waggon  to  waggon,  and 
there  the  soldiers  held  an  auction  through  the 
night,  and  disposed  of  such  plunder  as  had  fallen 
to  their  share,  to  any  one  who  would  purchase  it.”* 
“  The  soldiers  of  the  army,”  said  Lord  Welling¬ 
ton,  “  have  got  among  them  about  a  million  ster¬ 
ling  in  money,  with  the  exception  of  about  100,000 
dollars  which  were  got  for  the  military  chest.”'|' 
Among  the  innumerable  trophies  of  the  field  was 
the  baton  or  marshal’s  staff  of  Jourdan.  Lord 
Wellington  sent  it  to  the  prince-regent,  who  gave 
him  in  return  the  baton  of  a  field-marshal  of  Great 
Britain.  Of  arms  aird  materials  of  Avar  there  were 
taken  151  pieces  of  brass  ordnance,  415  caissons, 
more  than  14,000  round  of  ammunition,  nearly 
2,000,000  of  musket-ball  cartridges,  40,668  lbs. 
of  gunpowder,  56  forage-waggons,  and  44  forge- 
waggons.  J  When  the  battle  began  the  numerical 
strength  of  the  two  armies  Avas  about  equal.  But 
on  the  side  of  the  allies  the  Spaniards,  though  they 
behaved  better  than  they  had  hitherto  done,  Avere 
not  to  be  compared  with  the  French  soldiery.  The 
F'rench  had  in  many  actions  made  greater  slaughter 
of  a  Spanish  army,  but  they  had  never  in  any  one 
instance  reduced  an  army,  even  of  raw  volunteers, 
to  such  a  state  of  total  wreck. §  They  saved  them¬ 
selves  from  destruction  or  from  captivity  by  aban¬ 
doning  the  Avhole  materiel  of  the  army,  and  by 
running  like  a  mob.  Only  about  1000  of  them 
were  taken,  for,  lightened  of  their  usual  burthens, 

•  Southey. 

f  Uisputclies.  “Even  dollars  became  an  article  of  sale,  for  they 
were  too  heavy  to  Ije  carried  in  any  j;reat  numhers :  eieht  were  offered 
for  a  guinea— English  guineas,  which  had  been  struck  for  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  the  troops  in  Portugal,  and  made  current  there  by  a  decree 
of  the  regency,  being  the  gold  currency.  The  people  of  Vi'ttoria  had 
their  share  in  the  spoils,  and  some  of  them  indemnitied  themselves 
thus  for  what  they  had  suffered  in  their  )iruperty  by  tlie  enemy’s  ex¬ 
actions.  The  city  sustained  uo  injury,  though  the  Fi’ench  were  drireii 
tiirongh  it.  and  though  great  part  of  the  battle  might  be  seen  from 
every  window.”— .Sout4(i/,  Hist,  uf  I’eninsulur  H~ar. 

f  Wellington  Dispatches, 

§  Southey._ 
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they  ran  Avitli  Avonderful  alacrity  ;  the  country  Avas 
too  much  intersected  with  canals  and  ditches  for 
our  cavalry  to  actAvith  eftect  in  pursuit;  and  our 
infantry,  who  moved  in  military  order,  could  not 
be  expected  to  keep  up  with  a  rout  of  fugitives. 
M  oreover — as  Wellington  deeply  regretted — the 
spoils  of  the  field  occupied  and  detained  his  troops  ; 
and  the  money,  the  Avine,  and  the  other  luxuries 
they  obtained  induced  some  degree  of  sluggishness. 
This  has  happened  in  all  similar  cases.  And  there 
still  remains  to  be  added  that  the  troops  in  their 
long  march  from  the  Portuguese  frontier  had  Avoru 
out  their  shoes,  and  were  in  good  part  barefooted  ; 
Avhile,  OAving  to  the  slowness  Avith  which  his  sup¬ 
plies  had  been  sent  up,  Wellington  had  no  ncAv 
shoes  to  give  them.  The  French  acknowledged 
a  loss,  in  killed  and  Avounded,  of  8000  men ;  but 
their  loss  Avas  unquestionably  much  greater.  The 
total  loss  of  the  allies  AV’as  740  killed  and  4174 
Avounded.*  Lord  Wellington  Avas  liberal  and 
even  enthusiastic  in  his  praise  of  all  engaged — of 
officers  and  men.  lie  particularly  acknowledged 
his  obligations  to  Generals  Graham  and  Hill, 
General  Morillo,  and  General  the  Hon.  W^.  SteAvart, 
Generals  the  Earl  of  Dalhousie,  Sir  Thomas  Picton, 
Sir  Lowry  Cole  ;  to  his  quartermaster-general.  Sir 
George  Murray,  Avho  had  again  given  the  greatest 
assistance;  to  Lord  Aylmer,  the  deputy-adjutant- 
general  ;  and  to  many  others,  including  Sir  Richard 
Fletcher  and  the  ofl'icers  of  the  royal  engineers. 
All  the  more  scientific  parts  of  the  army  had  in¬ 
deed  been  vastly  improved  since  the  time  Avhen 
Wellington  first  took  the  command  of  our  forces 
in  the  Peninsula  ;  and  the  department  of  the  quar¬ 
termaster-general,  upon  Avhich  so  much  depends, 
and  the  service  of  the  engineers,  had  been  brought 
from  a  very  defective  to  an  all  but  perfect  condi¬ 
tion,  by  Sir  George  Murray,  Aylmer,  Fhetcher,  and 
other  able  and  painstaking  men.  Wellington  also 
mentioned  in  his  dispatch  that  his  serene  highness 
the  Flereditary  Prince  of  Orange  (noAv  King  of 
Holland)  Avas  in  the  field  as  his  aide-de-camp,  and 
conducted  himself  Avith  his  usual  gallantry  and 
intelligence. 

The  news  of  this  decisive  battle  of  Vittoria  gav’e 
strength,  spirit,  and  union  to  the  allied  armies  act¬ 
ing  against  Bonaparte  in  Germany,  dissipated  the 
last  misgivings  and  indecisions  of  Austria,  broke 
up  the  congress  assembled  at  Prague,  in  Bohemia, 
which  before  AA’ould  have  treated  Avith  the  French, 
and  have  left  them  in  possession  of  many  of  their 
conquests ;  and  it  gave  to  the  voice  of  the  British 
government  and  its  envoys  a  vast  increase  of  con¬ 
sideration  and  influence.  Without  this  battle  of 
Vittoria  and  its  glorious  results  in  June,  there  Avould 
have  been  no  battle  of  Leipzig  in  October. 

King  Joseph  hardly  once  looked  back  until  he 
had  reached  the  strong  Avails  of  Pamplona,  in 
Navarre,  among  lofty  mountains,  the  offshoots  of 
the  Pyrenean  chain.  The  garrison,  which  had 

r  •  Out  of  tills  iinml'er  the  Hritish  had  501  killed,  the  Portuguese  150, 
the  Spaniards  only  89;  while  in  wounded  the  lirilUh  had  2807,  the 
rorluguese  899,  und  the  Spuuiavds  464*  — I>ii‘patch€S* 
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Teen  reinforced  and  well  supplied,  and  which  had 
orders  to  husband  ils  provisions  and  stores,  in  case 
of  a  siege  or  blockade  (and  a  blockade  or  siege 
seemed  now  inevitable),  admitted  the  runagate  king 
or  pretender,  but  would  not  open  the  gates  to  the 
flying,  disorganised  soldiers,  who  had  lost  all  signs 
of  discipline,  and  who  were  starving.  The  fugitives 
from  Vittoria  attempted  to  force  an  entrance  over 
the  walls  of  Pamplona  ;  they  attacked  their  coun¬ 
trymen  in  garrison  as  if  they  had  been  mortal  foes, 
or  English,  or  Spaniards  ;  but  they  were  repulsed 
by  a  fire  of  musketry.  After  this  they  continued 
their  flight  across  the  Pyrenees  towards  France  ; 
but,  meeting  with  some  supjilies,  they  rallied  in 
the  fastnesses  of  those  mountains,  and  waited  there 
for  reinforcements.  General  Clausel,  who  was 
coming  up  fast  from  Logroho  with  about  15,000 
men,  and  would  have  been  on  the  field  of  Vittoria 
if  Wellington  had  lost  any  time  or  had  delayed  his 
attack,  upon  learning  the  issue  of  that  battle, 
turned  hastily  back  to  Zaragoza,  and  fled  rather 
than  retreated  thence,  by  Jaca  and  the  central 
Pyrenees  into  France,  losing  all  his  artillery  and 
most  of  his  baggage  on  the  road.  General  Foy, 
who  was  with  another  French  corps  eVarmee  at 
Bilbao  when  the  great  battle  was  fought,  fell  back 
rapidly  upon  French  territory  and  the  fortress  of 
Bayonne,  being  warmly  pursued  by  General  Graham. 
A  French  garrison  was  left  at  San  Sebastian,  which 
place,  as  well  as  Pamplona,  was  very  soon  invested 
bv  the  allies.  Except  on  the  eastern  coast,  where 
Suchet  kept  his  ground  with  about  40,000  men, 
there  was  not  a  spot  in  all  Spain  where  the  French 
could  move  or  show  themselves. 

Having  established  the  blockade  of  Pamplona, 
and  directed  Graham  to  invest  San  Sebastian, 
Lord  Wellington  advanced  with  the  main  body  of 


his  army  to  occupy  the  passes  of  the  Pyrenees, 
from  Roncesvalles,  so  famed  in  war  and  ]H)e!rv, 
to  Irun,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Bidasoa.  Flis  lord¬ 
ship’s  movements  were  rapid,  and  would  have  been 
much  more  so  if  it  had  not  been  for  Spanish  pro¬ 
crastination  and  poverty,  and  for  his  want  of  proper 
ammunition  and  magazines.*  By  the  25th  of  June 
he  was  near  Pamplona,  directing  the  Spaniards 
how  they  ought  to  proceed  with  the  blockade;  on 
the  2Sth  he  was  at  Caseda,  on  the  river  Aragon, 
where  he  was  compelled  to  remain  some  days.  In 
spite  of  his  recent  triumph,  he  found  the  S{)anish 
people  and  government  still  torpid — still  waiting 
for  everything  to  be  done  for  them  by  others,  and 
by  the  outlay  of  English  money.  The  conscrijrt 
fathers  at  Cadiz,  preluding  to  what  has  taken  place 
in  more  recent  days,  had  begun  a  hot  war  against 
the  wealthy  clergy  and  monastic  orders  ;  and  so 

*  Tliroush  some  mismanagement,  onr  convoying  ships  on  the  coasts 
of  the  Peninsula  had  been  diminished.  M'hat  onr  government  did 
with  this  withdrawn  force  we  can  scarcely  discover,  unless  they  sent 
the  frigates — where  our  old  frigates  ought  never  to  liave  been  stmt — to 
tlie  shares  and  waters  of  the  United  StatC',  to  run  the  risk  of  eiicoim- 
tering  President  Madison's  leviatiians.  Many  of  our  trauspoits  and 
store-ships  were  taken  by  French  frigates  and  privateers  on  the  coa.st 
of  Portugal.  In  a  dispatch  to  Earl  Batljurst,  dated  the  2-lth  of  .lune, 
Lord  Wellington  allud-  s  to  his  embarrassments,  and  sa^s,  “  Ammu¬ 
nition  required  for  the  army  has  lately  been  tlelayed  at  Li>l)on  for 
want  of  Convoy:  and  it  is  not  yet  arrived  at  Santander,  ai.d  I  am 
obliged  to  use  the  French  ammunition,  of  a  smaller  calibre  than  our 
muskets,  to  makegood  our  expenditure  in  the  lare  action.  'Ihe  army 
cannot  remain  in  this  part  of  the  country  without  magazines,  nntwilh- 
stiiuding  its  successes  ;  and  these  magazines  must  be  hrauglit  by  sea, 
or  they  must  be  purchased  with  ready  money.  Fin-  the.  Jirat  time,  I 
leiieve,  it  has  happened  to  any  British  army  that  its  communicritiun  by  sca 
is  inseewe.  Certainly  we  have  not  money  to  purchase  in  the  country 
all  we  want.  The  increase  of  the  naval  force  on  the  Lisbon  station  is 
likewise  necessary,  because  our  money  must  be  transported  from  Lis¬ 
bon  by  sea  once  a  fortnight.  We  are  too  far  from  Lisbon  to  transport 
it  by  land;  and  the  expense  would  be  enormous." — Colonel  Ourwoodf 
ITeUington  Dispatches. 

From  the  beginning  of  this  war  down  to  Its  termination,  the  march¬ 
ing,  maiioeuvrinc’,  and  fighting  parts  of  the  business  w  ere  what  gave 
tlie  commaiider  in  chief  the  least  trouble  ;  but  he  was  obliged  to  attend 
to  everything  himself,  and  through  the  negligence  or  misUil;e.s  of 
others  he  was  often  lelX  in  very  embarrassing  and  critical  predica¬ 
ments.  ' 
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absorbed  were  they  by  these  hostilities,  that  they 
seemed  to  have  forgotten  that  there  existed  such 
men  as  Wellington  and  Bonaparte.  In  writing  to 
his  brother.  Sir  Henry  Wellesley,  his  lordship 
complained  bitterly  of  these  things.  “  The  people 
of  the  country,”  said  he,  “  never  think  of  wdiat 

passes . The  people  think  of  nothing  but 

getting  rid  of  the  Frencli,  and  avoiding  to  contri¬ 
bute  anything  towards  the  support  of  any  army. 
And,  if  they  can  accomplish  these  two  objects,  they 
do  not  care  much  about  others.  If  the  government 
or  the  Cortes  cared  about  the  opinion  of  their  ally, 
or  about  carrying  on  this  war,  I  should  acquiesce 
in  their  measures ;  but  it  is  heart-breaking  to  see 
that  they  care  about  neither  the  one  nor  the  other, 
and  that  there  is  no  tie  over  them.  All  they  appear 
to  care  about  is  the  war  against  the  clergy ;  and  it 
appears  as  if  the  measures  for  carrying  on  the  war 
against  the  enemy  were  incompatible  with  those  for 
the  prosecution  of  the  more  favourite  hostilities 
against  the  priests.”  * 

On  the  27th  of  June  Lord  Wellington  had 
marched  with  a  detachment  from  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  of  Pamplona,  to  endeavour  to  cut  off  the 
retreat  of  Clausel ;  but  that  general  had  fled  so 
rapidly,  that  he  arrived  at  Tudela  de  Ebro  before 
the  English  could  reach  him,  and  his  lordship  had 
then  returned  and  resumed  his  march  towards  the 
Pyrenees  frontier,  to  superintend  the  operations  of 
the  wdrole  allied  army.  His  pursuit  had,  however, 
prevented  Clausel  from  marching  off  to  the  east  to 
join  Suchet.  On  the  1st  of  July  his  lordship  w'as 
at  Iluarte  ;  and  here  be  was  again  obliged  to  halt 
for  two  or  three  days,  by  want  of  magazines  of 
])rovisions  and  military  stores,  and  money.  In 
the  meanwhile  the  Spanish  general  O’Donnel  re¬ 
duced  the  castle  of  Pancorbo,  on  the  great  line  of 
communication  between  Vittoria  and  Burgos,  and 
took  the  garrison  of  700  French  prisoners.  From 
Iluarte  his  lordship  moved  to  Ostiz,  and  began  to 
divide  and  dispose  his  troops  so  as  to  secure  the 
passes  of  the  Pyrenees  and  keep  oiien  those  roads 
into  France.  This  was  no  easy  operation,  for  the 
mountain  range  to  be  guarded  was  not  less  than 
sixty  English  miles  in  length,  the  practicable  passes 
were  not  two  or  three,  but  six  or  eight,  and  there 
were  other  rough  roads  or  j)aths  across  tire  Pyrenees, 
and  running  between  or  turning  the  greater  ])asscs, 
which  might  be  traversed  by  an  enemy  so  light 
and  active  and  so  accustomed  to  mountain  warfare 
as  the  French.  Lord  Wellington  estimated  all  the 
passes,  good  and  l)ad,  at  not  less  than  serentij.  It 
should  seem  as  if  the  government  at  home  fancied 
that  he  might  defend  the  Pyrenees  as  he  had  done 
the  heights  of  Torres  Vedras,  without  allowing  the 
French  to  ])enetrate  anywhere  ;  i)ut  he  showed  tln  m 

•  I.eltpr  iliUeil  Ciiseda,  29th  .luly,  in  Colom'l  Garwood.  Wellington 
Disjiatches. 

Kven  III  this  momont,  Uiisiinick  ,md  fiir  sighted  man,  whose  sagacity 
was  hardly  ever  at  fault  either  in  jadities  or  in  war,  discovered  and 
explained  not  only  his  own  present  emharrassments  caused  by  the  mad 
refonm-rs  of  Spain,  hot  also  the  fntnrc  confusion  and  anarchy  which 
must  result  from  them.  The  result  we  see  at  tlie  present  day,’ and  we 
liave  f.een  witnessing  it  fur  the  last  ten  years,  whieli  liave  been  for 
Spain  years  of  lilood,  crime,  horror  1  Nor  is  there  even  now  any  clear 
prospect  of  a  tranquil  settlement. 
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beforehand  that  this  was  impossible.*  A  change 
was  now  indeed  about  to  take])lace  in  the  charac¬ 
ter  of  the  contest.  It  had  already  been  proved  that 
in  a  rase  campagne,  or  in  any  situation  approach¬ 
ing  to  an  open  country,  the  veterans  of  France  were 
not  a  match  for  the  British  infantry ;  hut  now  the 
allied  army  was  to  defend  a  series  of  mountain 
defiles,  in  a  country  where  neither  cavalry  nor  artil¬ 
lery  could  be  employed  ;  our  troops  were  about  to 
enter  into  a  struggle  for  which  they  were  unpre¬ 
pared  by  any  former  experience  ;  while  the  system 
of  mountain  warfare  was  one  for  which  the  light¬ 
ness  and  activity  of  the  French  troops  peculiarly 
fitted  them,  and  in  which  they  had  liitherto  been 
considered  unrivalled. t 

Some  portions  of  the  allied  army  went  right 
through  the  mountain  passes  in  pursuit  of  the 
French  ;  and  upon  the  7th  of  July  the  last  divi¬ 
sions  of  the  army  of  Joseph  Bonaparte,  after  being 
driven  from  the  very  defensible  valley  of  San  Este- 
van,  descended  the  reverse  of  the  Pyrenees  and 
entered  France.  Lord  Wellington  then  became 
master  of  the  passes  of  San  Estevan,  Donna  Maria, 
Maya,  and  the  renowned  Roncesvalles  ;  and  his 
sentinels  looked  down  from  the  rugged  frontier  of 
Spain  upon  the  level  and  fertile  plains  of  France, 
which  lay  in  sunshine  at  their  feet  as  if  inviting 
their  approach.  Thus,  in  five-and-forty  days  from 
the  opening  of  this  memorable  campaign,  '\Velling- 
ton  had  conducted  the  allied  army  from  the  frontiers 
of  Portugal  to  the  confines  of  France  j  he  had 
marched  400  miles,  had  gained  one  of  the  com- 
pletest  of  victories,  had  driven  the  French  through 
a  country  abounding  in  strong  positions,  had  put 
the  intrusive  king  to  a  flight  which  was  to  know  of 
no  return,  had  liberated  Spain  from  everything  but 
the  evil  consequences  of  Spanish  folly,  impatience, 
vanity,  and  presumption ;  and  he  now  stood  as  a 
conqueror  upon  the  skirts  of  France. |  W  e  have 
seen  the  way  in  which  Bonaparte  treated  his  fail¬ 
ing  or  unfortunate  generals.  IMarslml  Jourdan,  a 
soldier  of  the  early  Revolution,  who  had  acquired 
fame  when  Bonaparte  was  little  more  than  a  school¬ 
boy,  was  now  rated  as  an  old-fashioned  pedant,  as 
a  follower  of  worn-out  and  exploded  systems  of 
warfare — as  if  Massena,  and  Marmont,  and  Nev, 
and  any  of  the  men  of  the  new  school,  had  been 
more  successful  in  their  struggles  with  Wellington. 
Soult,  the  best  of  them  all,  had  repeatedly  and 
notoriously  failed  ;  hut  it  was  Soult  that  was  now 
chosen  to  succeed  Jourdan,  and  to  head  hack  the 
torrent  of  war  which  now  threatened  “  the  holy 
territory  of  France.”  Bonaparte  felt  the  need  of 
Soidt’s  services  in  Germany  ;  but,  seriously  alarmerl 
for  the  safety  of  his  own  southern  frontiers,  he  sent 
away  that  marshal  from  the  Grand  Afmy  with  very 
extraordinary  powers,  with  a  sort  of  Alter  Ego  cha¬ 
racter,  and  with  the  title  of  “  Lieutenant  of  the 
Fmiieror.”  Soult  was  to  take  the  entire  command 
of  the  defeated  troojis,  to  re-equip  them,  to  gather 

*  Letter  to  the  Earl  of  Liverpool,  daleil  Lczaca,  25lli  July,  in 
Dispatches. 

f  Gnjilain  Hamilton,  Aim.als  of  tlie  Peninsular  Camp-aigns. 

f  Major  M.  Sherer,  Military  Memoire  of  the  Duke  of  Wellington. 
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formidable  reinforcements,  to  lead  his  masses 
speedily  against  Wellington,  to  clear  the  French 
frontier  and  the  passes  of  the  Pyrenees,  and  to 
relieve  Pamplona  and  San  Sebastian,  and  to  drive 
the  allied  army  behind  the  Ebro.  And  all  this 
Soult  undertook  to  do — or  he  thought  it  expedient 
to  tell  the  army  that  he  had  undertaken  it,  and 
that  his  hopes  were  good.  He  flew  through  Ger¬ 
many  and  through  France,  giving  his  urgent  and 
imperative  orders,  and  collecting  all  manner  of 
disposable  forces  ;  and  on  the  13th  of  July  he 
reached  the  southern  frontier  and  took  the  com¬ 
mand  of  the  disorganised  fragments  of  Jourdan’s 
army.  Soult  forthwith  issued  one  of  those  pro¬ 
clamations  or  addresses  which  are  necessary  with 
French  troops,  and  which  had  often  been  supposed 
to  operate  wonders.  It  was  boastful,  and  flattering 
to  the  vanity  of  the  soldiery,  who  were  told  that 
the  present  lamentable  situation  of  affairs  was  im¬ 
putable  to  others,  not  to  them  ;  and  that  theirs 
would  be  the  merit  of  re])airing  all  that  had  been 
done  amiss.  “  I  have  borne  testimony  to  the  em¬ 
peror,”  said  Soult,  “  of  your  bravery  and  zeal  : 
liis  instructions  are  that  you  must  drive  the  enemy 
from  these  heights,  which  enable  them  to  look 
proudly  down  on  our  fertile  valleys,  and  then  chase 
them  beyond  the  Ebro.  It  is  on  the  Spanish  soil 
that  your  tents  must  next  be  pitched,  and  your 
resources  drawn.  Let  the  account  of  our  successes 
be  dated  from  Vittoria,  and  let  the  fete-day  of  his 
imperial  majesty  be  celebrated  in  that  city!”* 

*  Soult  paid  some  very  tardy  compliments  to  the  British  troops  and 
their  i^reat  commander  ;  hut  he  denied  to  Weliiiiiiton  any  originality 
of  military  genius,  and  he  told  the  French  soldiers  that  it  \vasonly 
from  tliem  that  the  Englbh  had  at  last  learned  how  to  figlit.  “  The 
dispositions  and  arrangements  of  their  general,”  said  Soult,  “  have 
been  skilftil,  prompt,  and  consecutive,  while  the  valour  and  steadiness 
of  his  troops  have  been  great.  But  do  not  forget  that  it  is  from  you 
that  they  have  learned  these  lessons,  and  that  it  is  to  you  they  are 
indebted  for  their  present  military  experience.” 


TRANSACTIONS  181.3. 

When  that  auspicious  day  arrived,  the  15th  of 
August,  Marshal  Soult  and  his  army,  instead  of 
being  at  Vittoria,  were  on  the  wrong  side  of  the 
Pyrenees,  after  having  been  repeatedly  beaten  and 
scattered ;  and  the  allied  army,  instead  of  having 
been  driven  beyond  the  Ebro,  was  on  the  Bidusoa, 
with  a  firm  footing  in  France. 

Having  given  the  most  minute  instructions  for 
rendering  safe  and  effectual  the  blockade  of  Pam¬ 
plona,  a  very  strong  fortress,  wherein  were  shut 
up  some  4000  French  troo|)s,  who  had  more  than 
200  cannon  in  battery,  Wellington  quitted  the 
upper  passes  of  the  Pyrenees,  and  w'ent  down  to 
the  shores  of  the  Atlantic,  to  superintend  the  siege 
of  San  Sebastian,  with  some  faint  hope  of  carrying 
that  formidable  iilace  before  Soult  should  put  him¬ 
self  in  motion.  But  his  lordship’s  means  for  press¬ 
ing  a  siege  were,  as  they  ever  had  been,  e.\ceed- 
ingly  defective,  and  both  the.  fortress  and  the 
garrison  were  found  to  he  even  stronger  than  he 
had  expected.  On  the  14th  of  July  batteries  were 
ojiened  against  the  convent  of  San  Bartolomeo  and 
other  outworks.  Leaving  Sir  Thomas  Graham  to 
conduct  the  siege  according  to  a  plan  which  his 
lordship  had  drawn  up,  the  commander-in-chief 
returned  to  the  main  body  of  his  army.  On  the 
17th  of  July  the  convent  and  a  redoubt  were  car¬ 
ried  by  assault ;  but  on  the  25th,  one  of  our  storm¬ 
ing  parties  was  repulsed  and  hurled  back,  with  the 
loss  of  500  killed  and  wounded,  and  100  taken. 
Upon  this  disastrous  intelligence  Wellington  gal¬ 
loped  back  to  the  coast  ]  and,  finding  that  even 
the  ammunition  was  almost  exhausted,  he  gave  his 
orders  to  suspend  the  operations  of  the  siege  for  a 
time,  and  to  blockade  the  place  and  guard  the  sea¬ 
ward  pass,  so  as  to  prevent  the  arrival  of  any 
succour  from  France.  The  night  of  this  very  day. 


San  Sebasti.in. 
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as  lie  was  riding  Lack  to  Lis  head-quarters,  now 
established  at  Lezaca,  Wellington  received  the  re¬ 
ports  that  the  great  army  of  Suult,  from  10,000  to 
80,000  strong,  was  in  rapid  motion ;  that  the 
French  had  overpowered  his  troops  in  two  of  the 
mountain-passes  on  the  right  of  the  allied  army, 
had  penetrated  with  overwhelming  numbers  into 
the  valleys  of  tlie  Pyrenees,  and  were  pressing 
otnvards  for  Pamplona.  “Well!”  said  the  general 
to  the  officer  wdio  thus  reported,  “  we  must  do 
the  Lest  we  can  to  stop  them  !”  And  stop  them 
he  did,  after  a  whole  week  of  brilliant  manoeuvres, 
rapid  movements,  and  almost  constant  fighting. 

Soult,  with  admirable  diligence  and  ability,  had 
re-organised  his  army,  in  nine  divisions  of  in¬ 
fantry,  two  of  dragoons,  and  one  of  light  cavalry. 
He  had  been  strom;lv  reinforced,  other  reinforce- 
ments  were  forming  in  his  rear  on  the  Garonne, 
and  he  had  been  well  supplied  with  artillery,  arms, 
ammunition,  and  stores.  On  the  evening  of  the 
2-lth  of  July  he  had  suddenly  collected  between 
30,000  and  40,000  men  on  the  French  side  of  the 
Pyrenees,  at  St.  Jean  Pied  de  Port,  near  the  open¬ 
ing  of  the  pass  of  Roncesvalles.  At  the  same  time 
another  column  of  attack,  13,000  strong,  was  as¬ 
sembled  at  Espelette,  near  the  pass  of  Maya.  His 
plan  was  to  attack  at  one  and  the  same  time  the 
])ass  of  Roncesvalles  and  the  juiss  of  Maya,  the 
roads  from  wdiich  converge  on  Pamplona.  And, 
accordingly,  under  cover  of  some  feints  and  ma- 
nmuvres,  principally  made  by  some  thousands  of 
national  guards,  attached  to  his  regular  army, 
which  distracted  the  attention  of  the  allies  tow'ards 
other  roads  or  paths,  the  French  rushed  into  those 
two  passes  early  on  the  morning  of  the  25th,  Soult 
leading  in  person  the  greater  column.  In  both 
of  the  passes,  and  on  the  heights  above  them,  there 
was  desperate  fighting.  They  fought  on  the  moun¬ 
tain  tops,  which  could  scarcely  have  witnessed  any 
other  combat  than  that  of  the  Pvrenean  eagles  — 
they  fought  among  jagged  rocks  and  over  profound 
abysses— they  fought  amidst  clouds  and  mists,  for 
those  mountain  tops  were  5000  feet  above  the  level 
of  the  plains  of  France,  and  the  rains,  w  hich  had 
fallen  in  torrents  during  several  preceding  days, 
w'cre  evaporating  in  the  morning  and  noon-day  sun, 
were  steaming  heavenward,  and  clothing  the  loftiest 
])eaks  with  fantastic  wreaths.  The  British  dis¬ 
puted  nearly  every  foot  of  ground,  only  yielding 
at  last  to  the  immeasurable  superiority  of  num¬ 
bers,  and  then  retreating  in  admirable  order  to 
good  ])ositions.  In  the  Maya  pass  alone,  where 
a  handful  of  men  ojtposed  for  a  long  time  an  im¬ 
mense  and  condensed  French  colutnn,  ami  where 
General  Stewart  never  had  more  than  4000  or 
5000  men  to  bring  into  action  against  the  13,000 
fighting  men  of  General  d’Erlon,  the  allies  lost 
IGOO  men  in  killed  and  wounded  :  of  this  num¬ 
ber  1400  were  British  troops.  All  here  had  fought 
heroically ;  but  the  92nd  regiment  suffered  most 
in  the  unequal  contest.  The  advancing  enemy 
was  stujipcd  by  the  mass  of  its  dead  and  dying;  it 
never  gave  way  until  two-thirds  of  its  men,  who 
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were  principally  natives  of  Ireland,  had  fallen  to 
the  ground,  and  even  then  it  rallied  on  the  se- 
eondary  position.  These  dauntless  Irishmen  would 
indeed  have  graced  Thermopylae.*  D’Erlon  had 
purchased  his  very  imperfect  advantage  at  a  dear 
price ;  the  number  of  his  killed  and  wounded 
could  not  be  ascertained,  but  it  was  estimated 
roundly  at  1800  men.  And,  what  was  of  equal 
importance,  was  the  fact  that,  after  the  bloody 
lesson  they  had  received  in  the  Maya  pass — after 
seeing  how  a  diminutive  number  of  British  troops 
could  stand,  even  when  taken  by  surinise  in  an 
isolated  position — his  men  became  uncommonly 
shy  of  fighting.  Marshal  Soult’s  great  plan  was 
deranged  by  the  protracted  stay  of  this  corps  on 
the  Col  de  Maya,  and  several  ingenious  theories 
have  been  spun  to  account  for  d’Erlon’s  long 
delay ;  but  it  appears  to  us  that  this  delay  was 
chiefly,  if  not  wholhg  attributable  to  the  discou¬ 
ragement  of  his  troops.  In  the  Roncesvalles  pass. 
General  Cole,  with  10,000  or  11,000  bayonets, 
long  opposed  the  30,000  bayonets  of  Soult,  and 
when  he  gave  w'ay  it  was  only  by  a  slow  and 
orderly  retreat,  and  to  a  position  where  the  French 
did  nut  dare  to  attack  him.  Cole  lost  about  380 
men  in  killed  and  wounded,  and  Soidt  himself 
acknowledged  a  loss  of  400  men.  The  French 
marshal  had  not  gained  ten  miles  of  advance,  and 
from  the  two  passes  which  he  had  forced  the  dis¬ 
tance  to  Pamplona  was  not  less  than  twenty-two 
miles,  with  strong  defensive  positions,  and  intrepid 
and  increasing  enemies  between.  U[)on  these  con¬ 
siderations,  and  on  account  of  the  immovahleness 
and  torpidity  of  d’Erlon’s  corps,  Soult  must  indeed 
have  felt  that  this  day’s  operations  were  unsatis¬ 
factory  .t  After  the  two  passes  had  been  forced, 
Picton,  with  the  third  and  fourth  divisions,  retired 
leisurely  and  in  beautiful  order  before  Soult;  and 
on  the  21th  took  up  a  position,  in  battle-order,  to 
cover  the  large  Spanish  division  that  was  block¬ 
ading  Pamplona,  the  first  great  object  of  Soult’s 
advance.  At  the  same  time  Sir  Rowland  Hill  fell 
back  and  took  post  at  Irurita.  Sir  George  Mur¬ 
ray,  the  quartermaster-general,  at  the  critical  mo¬ 
ment,  had  taken  upon  himself  some  heavy  respon¬ 
sibility  ;  and  his  movements  and  arrangements  were 
ap])roved  and  applauded  by  Wellington,  who  on 
this  day  joined  the  main  body  of  the  army  on  the 
field. I  The  commander-in-chief  was  received  with 

*  Col.  Najiier,  llUt.  of  War  in  the  Peninsula. 

i  Id. 

t  'riie  latter  part  of  Lord  Wellin'jlon’s  journey  from  San  Sohaslian 
hatl  been  a  complete  race.  Very  early  on  tl»e  nioniitij,^  of  llie  27th  he 
descended  tlie  vjillcy  of  Lanz,  without  being  able  to  learn  an\ tiling 
of  the  movements  i>f  General  Picton,  wlio,  as  was  not  unusual  with 
him,  had  acted  ]irecipjtately  ami  in  contradiction  to  tlie  spirit  of  liis 
instructions.  In  a  stale  of  iiainful  uncertainty,  and  at  great  hazard 
of  being  intercepted  and  taken  prisoner,  his  lunlship  reached  Ostiz,  a 
lew  miles  from  Snrauren  [both  of  which  phu'es  were  in  a  very  short 
time  posse.sseil  by  the  fast-advancing  French).  At  Ostiz  he  found 
Geiieial  lyon*.:,  with  a  brigade  i»f  light  cavalry  ;  and  here  lie  learned 
tliat  Picton,  liaving  nhindoiied  the  lieights  whicli  he  ought  to  have 
lield,  was  m()\ ing  on  Iliiarle.  lie  h-ft  Sir  George  Murray,  his  able 
q'lartermaster  general,  at  Ostiz,  witli  instructions  to  sto])  all  the  allied 
troops  that  were  ctiniing  down  tlic  valley  of  Lanz.  Then,  at  racing 
spc(‘tl,  W'Ldliugtnn  made  for  .'’^orauren.  .\s  h(?  entered  that  village  he 
sawClausers  divisions  on  the  crest  of  the  contiguous  mountain,  and 
concluded  that  the  allied  troop.s  in  tlie  valley  of  Lanz  must  be  inter¬ 
cepted  if  they  came  dow  n,  'i'herefore  he  wrote,  on  the  parapet  of  the 
bntlge  of  Soraureii,  ficsh  inslruclions  to  the  ipiarteimasier-geueral, 
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enthusiastic  cheers  by  the  soldiers,  who  tlius  inti¬ 
mated  the  little  doubt  they  had  of  being  able  to 
drive  Souk  back  across  the  Pyrenees.  There  was 
the  same  entliusiasm  everywhere.  On  Ids  way  to 
the  main  body,  as  he  had  ridden  past  the  several 
corps,  which  were  all  instantly  put  in  motion,  with 
Ids  own  clear  orders  for  their  guidance,  he  was 
loudly  cheered  by  all  the  men.  The  disposal)le 
forces  of  the  allies  were  now'  concentrated  to  the 
right ;  hut  their  numbers  were  much  reduced  by 
the  blockades  of  Pamplona  and  San  Sebastian. 
Soult  formed  his  army  on  the  ridge  of  a  mountain, 
right  op]jusiLe  to  the  allies;  and  on  the  evening 
of  the  27th  he  moved  down  and  made  a  jrartial 
attack  on  Wellington’s  fourth  division.  T'he  French 
were  foiled  and  beaten — lepulsed  even  at  some 
points  by  the  Spanish  iid'antry,  which  they  had  so 
long  despised.  It  was  made  evident  that  the 
French  veterans  who  had  been  engaged  in  Spain 
against  the  British  had  lost  much  of  their  vivacity 
and  confidence,  and  that  a  party  of  Soult’s  rein¬ 
forcements  consisted  of  conscripts  and  new  levies, 
who  were  hardly  equal  to  a  contest  with  such  of 
the  Spanish  regiments  as  had  submitted  to  any 
degree  of  discipline.  On  the  other  side,  the  novel 
sight  of  the  French  flying  from  their  levelled 
bayonets  gave  the  Spaniards  great  encouragement. 
But,  unluckily,  Spanish  valour  continued  to  the 
last  to  be  subject  to  hot  and  cold  fits;  and,  through 
the  bad  qualities  of  the  great  majority  of  their 
officers,  their  discipline  could  never  be  perfected. 
On  the  following  day — the  28th  of  July,  and  the 
fourth  anniversary  of  the  battle  of  Talavera — 
Soult  renewed  his  attack,  and  this  time  in  full 
force.  First  he  fell  upon  our  left,  and  then  he  fell 
on  the  centre  of  the  British  position,  which  was 
drawn  u[)  on  the  hills.  Nearly  the  whole  brunt  of 
this  attack  of  an  army  was  borne  by  a  single  divi¬ 
sion —  bv  our  fourth  division,  under  Sir  Lowry 
Cole,  w  lio  repulsed  the  French  with  the  bayonet. 
In  one  single  instance  the  French  succeeded 
in  overpowering  a  Portuguese  battalion,  on  the 
right  of  General  Ross’s  brigade.  This  obliged 
Ross  to  retire,  and  thereupon  the  enemy  esta¬ 
blished  themselves  for  a  moment  in  the  line  of  the 
allies.  But  Wellington  directed  the  27th  and 
48th  regiments  to  charge  them,  and  the  French 
were  presently  driven  down  the  hill  at  the 

poiutUig  out  a  srtfe  route  by  the  right,  which  would  bring  those  allied 
troops  into  the  rear  of  General  Cole’s  position.  Lord  Fitzroy  Somer¬ 
set,  the  only  slalf-officer  who  liad  been  sufficiently  well  mounted  to 
keep  up  with  Wellington’s  thorough-bred  English  chestnut,  gnlloped 
with  these  orders  out  of  Sorauven  by  one  road,  the  French  light 
cavalry  dashed  into  the  village  by  another,  and  the  English  general 
rode  alone  up  the  opposite  mountain  to  reach  Ids  troops.  *'  One  of 
Campbell’s  IMrtuguese  battalions  first  descried  him,  and  raised  a  cry 
of  joy,  and  the  shrill  clamour  cauglit  up  by  tlie  next  regiments 
swidled  as  it  ran  along  the  line  into  that  stem  and  appalling  shout 
which  the  British  soldier  is  wont  to  give  upon  the  edge  of  battle,  and 
winch  no  enemy  ever  heard  unmoved.  Lord  Wellington  suddenly 
stopped  in  a  conspicuous  place  ;  he  desired  that  both  armies  should 
know  lie  was  there,  aud  a  double  spy  who  was  present  pointed  out 
Soult.  then  so  near  that  his  features  could  be  plainly  distinguished. 
The  English  general,  it  is  said,  fixed  his  eyes  attentively  upon  this 
formidable  man,  and,  speaking  as  if  to  himself,  said.  ‘  Yonder  is  a 
great  c  ‘mmnnder,  hut  he  is  a  cautious  one,  and  will  delag  his  attack  to 
ascertain  the  cause  o/  these  cheers;  that  will  give  time  for  the  sixth 
division  to  arrivCt  and  I  shall  beat  him '  And  certain  it  is  that  the  French 
geneial  made  no  serious  attack  that  d  ly.”— Co/onc/  Napier,  Hist,  of  the 
ff'ar  in  the  Peninsula. 
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bayonet’s  point,  and  with  a  frightful  loss.  Soon 
afier  tlie  fighting  ceased :  tlie  Fiencli  had  liad 
more  than  enough  of  it.  The  next  day,  the  29th, 
the  two  armies  remained  inactive,  Soult  evidently 
doid)ting  of  his  jnnver  to  l)reak  through  the  allies 
to  relieve  Pamplona.  lie  resolved,  liowever,  to 
make  one  effort  more  before  carrying  his  tamed 
eagles  back  to  France  ;  and,  giving  up  all  thouglUs 
of  forcing  Wellington’s  centre,  he  moved  oil’  a 
large  body  on  his  right  with  the  pur[)Ose  of  turn¬ 
ing  the  British  left,  by  a  sudden,  heavy,  concen¬ 
trated  attack  on  Sir  Rowland  Hill.  If  this  attack 
should  succeed  entiredy,  he  might  be  enabled  to 
relieve,  by  a  continued  movement  to  his  right,  not 
Pamplona,  but  San  Sebastian  ;  or,  if  it  succeeded 
hut  partially,  it  would  open  to  the  Fiench  a  better 
line  of  retreat  than  any  they  now  ])i)ssessed,  and 
put  him  in  cotumunicalion  with  his  strong  reserve 
on  the  Bidasoa  under  the  command  of  General 
Villatte.  On  the  30th  Soult,  by  rnanreuvring  on 
the  left  flank  of  Hill’s  corps,  obliged  that  general 
to  retreat  from  one  height  to  anotlicr  range  about 
a  mile  in  the  rear;  hut,  when  the  French  attacked 
Hill  on  that  second  height,  they  were  repulsed 
with  loss.  They  repeated  their  assault  upon 
Hill’s  front ;  hut  Hill  was  reinforced  by  troops 
that  marclied  rapidly  from  the  British  centre  to  the 
left,  and  the  French  brigade  was  driven  down  the 
slopes  bv  the  death- dealing  bayonets.  Every 
eftort  of  the  French  ended  in  the  same  disaster ; 
and  while  Soult  w’as  vainly  throwing  his  columns 
against  Hill,  Wellington  attacked  the  French 
corps  in  his  own  front.  These  corps  had  been 
weakened  in  order  to  strengthen  their  right 
and  dislodge  Hill,  but  they  occupied  a  very  strong 
position  between  the  valley  of  tlie  Lanz  and  the 
valley  of  the  Arga  ;  they  were  in  possession  of 
the  strong  village  of  Ostiz,  they  w'ere  protected  by 
rocks  and  woods,  and  their  ground  was  lofty,  and, 
to  a  timid  eye,  impregnable.  But  Picton  was  sent 
to  turn  the  left  of  this  position  by  the  road  of 
Roncesvalles,  and  Lord  Dalhousie,  with  the  7th 
division,  was  sent  across  other  mountains  to  turn 
the  right.  Our  soldiers  scrambled  over  the  steep 
and  rugged  heights  like  the  goats  that  were  native 
to  them.  Picton  and  Dalhousie  turned  the  two 
flanks  and  attacked  with  the  greatest  spirit,  driving 
the  French  out  of  Ostiz;  and,  as  soon  as  these 
flank  movements  had  taken  effect,  Sir  Lowry  Cole 
attacked  the  enemy  right  in  front  with  two  British 
and  two  Portuguese  battalions.  The  French  soon 
gave  way,  and  fled  precipitately.  They  were  pur¬ 
sued  by  Lord  Wellington  as  far  as  Olague ;  and 
here  at  sunset  a  halt  was  called,  this  part  of  our 
army  being  in  the  rear  of  the  great  French  right 
which  had  been  engaging  Sir  Rowland  Hill,  and 
which  had  been  so  well  beaten  by  him.  Foiled  at 
all  points,  every  ])art  of  the  French  army  began  to 
retreat  under  cover  of  darkness ;  and  they  kept 
marching  throughout  the  night.  Soult  tried  no 
more.  At  one  time  his  foremost  division  had  been 
within  two  short  leagues  of  Pamplona,  hut  lie  had 
not  been  able  to  do  the  least  thing  for  that  im- 

4  E 


578 


HISTORY  OF  THE  REIGN  OF  GEORGE  III. 


portant  fortress,  the  blockaded  French  garrison  of 
which  heard  for  several  successive  days  the  not 
distant  firing,  telling  them  of  the  desperate  efforts 
made  by  their  countrymen  to  relieve  them,  and  the 
resolute  determination  of  the  allies  that  they  should 
not  be  relieved.  On  the  morning  of  the  31st 
Soult’s  scattered  and  dismayed  forces  were  in  full 
retreat  into  France,  followed  by  the  allies,  who 
succeeded  in  taking  many  prisoners  and  much 
baggage.  These  various  combats  are  called  “  the 
battles  of  the  Pyrenees.”*  The  fighting  had  been 
of  the  hardest  kind.  In  a  private  letter  written 
just  after  the  events  Wellington  said,  “I  never  saw 
such  fighting  as  w'C  have  had  here.  It  began  on 
the  25th  of  July,  and,  excepting  the  29th,  when 
not  a  shot  was  fired,  we  had  it  every  day  till  the 
2nd  of  August.  The  battle  of  the  28th  was  fair 
bludgeon  work.  The  4th  division  was  principally 
engaged,  and  the  loss  of  the  enemy  was  immense. 
Our  loss  has  likew-ise  been  very  severe,  hut  not  of 
a  nature  to  cripple  us.”t  The  entire  loss  of  the 
allies,  including  the  casualties  of  the  pursuit, 
amounted  to  about  6200  men.  “  I  hope,”  says 
Wellington,  “  tliat  Soult  will  not  feel  any  inclina¬ 
tion  to  renew  his  expedition.  The  French  army 
must  have  suffered  considerably.  Between  the 
25th  of  last  month  and  2nd  of  this,  they  wxre  en¬ 
gaged  seriously  not  less  than  ten  times;  on  many 
occasions  in  attacking  very  strong  positions,  in 
others  beat  from  them  or  pursued.  I  understand 
that  their  officers  say  they  have  lost  15,000  men. 
I  thought  so  ;  but,  as  ilmj  say  so,  I  now  think 
more.  I  believe  we  have  about  4000  ])risoners. 
It  is  strange  enough  that  our  diminution  of  strength 
up  to  the  31st  did  not  exceed  1500  men,  although 
I  believe  our  casualties  are  6000. ’’J 

But  if  all  Wellington’s  orders  had  been  properly 
obeyed  by  the  officers  in  command  of  detached 
corps,  if  some  of  the  Spaniards  had  been  where 
they  ought  to  have  been,  and  if  many  events  which 
ought  to  have  been  in  the  English  general’s  favour 
had  not  turned  out  unfortunately.  Marshal  Soult 
must  have  surrendered  at  discretion,  and  scarcely 
a  soldier  of  his  army  could  have  got  through  the 
mountain  passes  into  France.  General  Hill  over¬ 
took  Soult’s  rear-guard  in  the  pass  of  Donna 
Maria,  took  many  prisoners,  and  then  joined  Lord 
Wellington  on  the  heights  above  the  pass.  Soult 
was  in  adeep  narrow  valley,  but,  not  being  pursued, 
he  halted  in  San  Estevan.  Three  British  divisions 
and  one  of  Spaniards  were  behind  the  mountains 
w'hich  overlook  that  town,  and  tlie  Spaniards  that 
Sir  Thomas  Graham  had  detached  from  the  siege 
of  San  Sebastian  were  marching  to  block  up  the 
exits  from  the  valley.  Wellington  thought  he  had 
Soult  in  a  trap :  he  gave  strict  orders  to  prevent 
the  lighting  of  fires,  the  straggling  of  soldiers,  and 

*  Or  they  are  sever.iUy  called  the  combat  of  Roncesvalles,  the  com¬ 
bats  of  Maya  and  Linzoain,  the  first  battle  of  Soranren.  the  second 
l)atUe  of  Soranren,  and  the  combat  of  Donna  Maria,  the  last  liatinj; 
loten  foneht  on  tlie  31st,  in  imrsuin;'  Simit  thronah  that  iwss. 

t  Letter  to  Loril  Wiiliam  licntinck,  dated  Lezaca,  Mh  of  Anynst, 
in  Colonel  (lurwood,  Wellington  Dispatches. 

J  Letter  to  Sir  Thomas  Graham,  ia. 
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everything  that  might  betray  to  the  French  the 
secret  that  the  divisions  of  a  great  army  were 
gathering  round  them,  and  he  concealed  himself 
behind  some  rocks  w'hence  he  could  clearly  observe 
every  movement  of  the  enemy.  Three  drunken  or 
marauding  English  soldiers  destroyed  the  combina¬ 
tion  and  saved  Marshal  Soult  from  a  most  terrible 
and  inevitable  disaster :  these  worthless  fellows 
strolled  down  the  valley,  were  surprised  by  four 
French  gendarmes,  and  were  carried  to  Soult  in 
San  Estevan.  Shortly  afterwards  Soult’s  drums 
beat  to  arms,  and  the  French  columns  began  to 
more  out  of  the  town  towards  the  French  mouth  of 
the  pass.  This  was  on  the  .31st  of  July.  The 
way  was  steep  and  very  narrow,  the  multitude  was 
great,  and  the  baggage  and  the  wounded  men,  borne 
on  their  comrades’  shoulders,  formed  such  a  long 
line  of  procession,  that  Soult’s  rear  was  still  near 
San  Estevan  on  the  morning  of  the  1st  of  August ; 
and  scarcely  had  they  marched  a  league  from  that 
town  when  they  were  assailed  by  a  terrible  fire 
from  the  skirmishers  of  our  fourth  division  and 
some  Spaniards  who  covered  the  heights  on  the 
right  side  of  the  deep  valley.  The  French  could 
scarcely  reply  to  this  hut  fire  ;  their  troops  and 
baggage  got  mixed,  many  of  the  men  fled  up  the 
hills  on  the  opposite  side,  and  Soult,  who  rode  to 
the  spot,  could  hardly  prevent  a  general  flight  and 
dispersion.  As  it  was,  many  prisoners  and  much 
baggage  were  taken  by  the  allies  at  every  step.  As 
the  French  advanced,  the  valley  narrowed  to  a 
mere  cleft  in  the  rocks,  and  they  had  to  cross  a 
mountain  torrent  by  a  crazy  narrow  bridge.  The 
Spanish  generals  Longa  and  Barcenas  ought,  in 
accordance  with  their  instructions,  to  have  been 
with  their  whole  divisions  at  the  head  of  this  chasm 
and  on  the  bridge;  but  there  was  nothing  there 
but  a  single  battalion  of  Spanish  Cacadores,  v  ho 
were  not  capable  of  sustaining  the  French  charge 
headed  bv  General  d’Erlon.  Thus  Soult  s'ot  out 

y  O 

of  that  coupe-gorge.  But  his  perils  and  his 
losses  were  not  yet  over,  for  the  whole  of  Reilles’s 
division  had  yet  to  pass,  and  our  hard-fighting, 
hard-marching  light  division  was  now  close  at 
hand.  As  the  shades  of  evening  were  deepening 
in  that  deep  chasm,  the  head  of  our  light  division, 
after  marching  for  nineteen  consecutive  hours  over 
forty  miles  of  rough  mountain-roads,*  reached  the 
edge  of  a  precipice  near  the  bridge  of  Yanzi,  and 
saw  below  them,  within  pistol-shot,  Reilles’s  divi¬ 
sion  rushing  along  that  horrid  defile.  A  crash  of 
musketry  and  rifles  first  told  the  French  of  the 
presence  of  their  foes.  A  river  flowed  between 
them  and  the  English ;  but  the  French  were 
wedged  in  a  narrow  road  with  inaccessible  rocks 
on  one  side  and  the  river  on  the  other — .and  at  the 
same  moment  other  light  troops  were  coming  up 

*  Tho  (lay  had  lit't'n  exceedinj^ly  sultry,  the  fati^jUie  immense. 
Many  men  of  the  liu'ht  division  fell  and  died  couvtilsed  and  frothintf 
at  the  mouth.  Others,  wltose  strength  and  spirit  had  never  before 
been  (pudled,  leaned  on  their  muskets  and  confessed  that  they  were 
done.  The  whole  column  was  iti  a  state  of  exhaustion  wlien  its  head 
reached  the  itrecipice.— C’op^ai'w  CookCy  Meinoirs.’^Cvlunel Napier,  Hint, 
of  Penin.  War, 
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the  pass  from  San  Estevan  to  take  Reilles’s  people 
in  the  rear.  A  British  officer,  an  eye-witness,  has 
thus  described  the  terrible  scene  which  ensued  : 
“  Confusion  impossible  to  describe  followed  ;  the 
French  wounded  were  thrown  down  in  the  rush 
and  trampled  upon  ;  the  cavalry  drew  their  swords 
and  endeavoured  to  charge  up  the  pass;  but  the 
infantry  beat  them  back,  and  several,  horses  and 
all,  were  precipitated  into  the  river  ;  some  fired 
vertically  at  us,  the  wounded  called  out  for  quarter, 
while  others  pointed  to  them,  supported  as  they 
were  on  branches  of  trees  on  which  were  suspended 
great-coats  clotted  with  gore,  and  blood-stained 
sheets  taken  from  different  habitations  to  aid  the 
sufferers.”*  Brave  British  soldiers  could  not  fire 
at  such  piteous  objects  as  these ;  they  satisfied 
themselves  with  keeping  possession  of  the  bridge 
and  with  charging  or  firing  at  those  who  had  still 
muskets  and  bayonets  or  sabres  in  their  hands,  and 
who  were  trying  to  force  the  passage.  The  evening 
was  rapidly  succeeded  by  dark  night,  and  then, 
finding  out  a  side  path  and  climbing  over  rocks 
and  mountains,  the  greater  part  of  Reilles’s  forces 
escaped  and  joined  Soult  at  Echalar.  But  they 
left  behind  them  all  their  baggage  and  a  great 
many  more  prisoners.  Yet  Lord  Wellington  was 
greatly  and  justly  discontented  with  the  result  of 
this  day’s  operations.  Marshal  Soult,  who  ought 
to  have  been  his  prisoner,  rallied  his  shattered  and 
disheartened  divisions  as  best  he  could  during  the 
night,  bringing  his  right  wing  at  the  rock  of  Ivan- 
telly  to  communicate  with  the  left  of  Villatte’s 
reserve,  which  was  found  in  position  on  the  French 
side  of  the  Pyrenees.  On  the  following  morning, 
the  2nd  of  August,  Lord  Wellington,  who  had 
come  up  towards  this  point  with  his  fourth,  seventh, 
and  light  divisions,  fell  upon  General  Clausel,  who 
was  commanding  Soult’s  rear-guard,  and  who  was 
in  possession  of  an  e-xceedingly  strong  position 
near  the  town  of  Echalar.  General  Barnes,  with 
his  single  brigade,  about  1500  strong,  was  the 
first  to  arrive  at  the  foot  of  that  hill,  and,  without 
waiting  for  the  other  divisions,  Barnes  rushed  up 
the  steep  height  under  a  tremendous  fire  of  mus¬ 
ketry  and  artillery,  charged  Clausel’s  6000  men, 
and  drove  them  from  their  position.  Clausel’s 
men  were  the  same  which  had  failed  in  the  attack 
near  Sorauren  on  the  28th,  who  had  been  thoroughly 
beaten  on  the  30th,  and  who  had  suffered  so  se¬ 
verely  the  day  before  this  action  at  Echalar  in 
getting  from  San  Estevan.  It  was  not  in  the  na¬ 
ture  of  Frenchmen  to  stand  such  a  succession  of 
reverses  and  calamities :  their  spirit  was  evapo¬ 
rating  like  the  late  rains,  and  time,  and  effusion 
of  new  blood — an  intermi.xture  with  other  men, 
who  still  in  their  ignorance  believed  that  the 
English  were  no  soldiers  and  Wellington  was  no 
general,  was  necessary  to  re-invigorate  them.  On 
the  same  day,  the  2nd  of  August,  the  French  were 
dislodged  from  Ivantelly,  a  lofty  mountain,  and 
here,  notwithstanding  their  position  and  their 
numbers,  the  work  w'as  done  by  Colonel  Andrew 

•  Captain  Cooke,  Memoirs. 
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Barnard  wuth  five  companies  of  his  riflemen,  sup¬ 
ported  by  four  companies  of  the  43rd.* 

Soult  now  drew  closer  to  his  reserves  behind  the 
Bidasoa,  put  some  of  his  disorganised  corps  behind 
the  line  of  his  reserve,  and  called  for  reinforce¬ 
ments,  and  collected  all  the  detachments  and  na¬ 
tional  guards  that  he  could.  Wellington  had,  on 
the  1st  of  August,  directed  Sir  Thomas  Graham 
to  collect  all  his  forces,  to  advance  from  San 
Sebastian,  and  bring  up  pontoons  for  crossing  the 
Bidasoa ;  but  very  weighty  considerations  induced 
him  to  abandon  this  design  of  following  Soult  into 
France;  and,  therefore,  after  nine  days  of  inces¬ 
sant  motion,  and  ten  serious  actions,  the  two 
armies  rested  quiet  in  their  respective  positions.! 
The  English  flag  again  waved  triumphantly  in  the 
pass  of  Roncesvalles,  wdiere  it  had  been  seen  cen¬ 
turies  ago  with  Edward  the  Black  Prince,  and  in 
the  pass  of  Maya,  and  in  all  the  chief  defiles;  the 
British  troops  again  looked  down  upon  the  plains 
of  France,  they  had  a  firm  footing  on  the  skirts  of 
that  kingdom,  and  the  foraging  parties  of  the 
Spaniards  often  penetrated  for  miles  beyond  the 
frontier.  The  young  Prince  of  Orange,  who  had 
now  followed  Wellington  for  two  years,  and  who 
had  a  horse  killed  under  him  in  one  of  the  recent 
engagements,  w'as  the  bearer  of  his  lordship’s  dis¬ 
patches  to  the  British  government. 

In  the  interval  of  repose  on  the  frontier,  efforts 
were,  however,  made  by  the  French  to  relieve  San 
Sebastian,  and  these  were  met  by  an  increase  of 
activity  and  determination  on  the  side  of  the  allies 
to  reduce  that  place  and  compel  the  4000  French 
at  Pamplona  to  capitulate.  On  the  19th  of  August 
— and  not  earlier — transports  arrived  from  England 
with  a  good  and  sufficient  supply  of  heavy  guns 
and  mortars,  and  with  one  company  of  royal  sap¬ 
pers  and  miners — a  species  of  force  whose  forma¬ 
tion  had  been  so  long  and  so  absurdly  neglected 
by  our  government  and  by  those  who  had  pre¬ 
sided  over  our  -war-department  (a  department  too 
generally  intrusted  to  orators  or  parliamentary 
debaters  rather  than  to  soldiers).}  Admiral  Sir 

*  In  the  course  of  the  day  Lord  Wellington,  who  was  still  grieving 
that  Soult  should  have  esca^ied  him,  was  nearly  takeii  ])nsoner  him¬ 
self.  He  was  standing  near  the  hill  of  Echalar  examining  his  maps, 
with  only  half  a  company  of  the  43rd  as  an  escort.  Tlie  French, 
close  at  hand,  sent  a  detachment  to  cut  the  ])arty  off;  and  such  wa.s 
the  nature  of  the  ground  that  these  Frencbmeii  would  liave  fallen  un- 
asvares  upon  his  lordship  if  Serjeant  lUood,  a  young,  intelligent,  and 
active  man  who  had  been  set  to  watch  in  front,  had  imt  rushed  down 
the  precipitous  rocks  where  he  was  posted  and  given  the  general  no¬ 
tice.  A.s  it  was,  the  French  arrived  in  time  to  send  a  volley  of  shot 
after  his  lordship  as  he  galloped  away. — Culunel  Napier, 
t  Id. 

J  On  the  lull  of  February,  1812,  Wellington  had  written  to  the 
Earl  of  Liverpool — “  While  on  the  subject  of  the  aiTillery,  I  would 
beg  to  suggest  to  your  lordship  the  expediency  of  adding  to  the  en¬ 
gineer’s  establishment  a  corps  of  sappers  and  miners.  It  is  inconceiv¬ 
able  with  what  disadvantages  we  undertake  anything  like  a  siege 
for  want  of  assistance  of  this  description.  There  is  no  French 
d'armee  which  has  not  a  battalion  of  sappers  and  a  company  of  mineis. 
Lut  we  are  obliged  to  depend  for  assistance  of  this  description  upon 
the  regiments  of  the  line  ;  ami,  although  the  men  are  brave  and  will¬ 
ing,  they  want  the  knowledge  and  training  which  ore  necessary. 
Many  casualties  among  them  consequently  occur,  and  much  valuable 
time  is  lost  at  the  most  critical  period  of  the  siege.’’ — IVellingUm  Disp. 

Apparently,  Lord  Wellington  had  recourse  to  some  Frencbmeti  or 
to  some  foreigners  in  the  French  service,  who  either  had  deserted  or 
liad  been  taken  prisoners,  for,  on  the  14th  of  February,  1812,  or  three 
days  alter  writing  the  above  letter  to  the  Earl  of  Liverpool,  we  find 
him  writing  to  one  of  liis  own  generals  in  Portugal,  to  send  him,  in 
charge  of  a  steady  non  commissioned  officer, - ,  the  Ser- 
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George  Collier  landed  both  men  and  guns  from 
his  squadron  to  assist  the  besiegers  ;  and  great  was 
the  assistance  derived  from  our  active  aird  intrepid 
sailors.  After  some  intervening  operations  and 
two  sallies  made  by  the  besieged,  who  were  re¬ 
pulsed  with  the  bayonet,  on  the  30th  the  breaches 
appeared  practicable,  and  Wellington  decided  that 
tlie  assault  should  be  made  on  the  31st.  On  the 
morning  of  the  30th  the  French  were  seen  in  force 
at  Vera,  on  the  right  of  the  Bidasoa,  and  near  the 
opening  of  the  along-shore  road  which  leads  to 
San  Sebastian.  The  main  strength  of  the  covering 
army  now  consisted  of  8000  Spaniards,  jiosted  on 
the  heights  of  San  Marcial,  on  the  left  of  the 
Bidasoa.  On  the  morning  of  the  31st,  wdiile  the 
besiegers  were  waiting  for  the  fall  of  the  tide  to 
commence  storming,  Soult  put  his  relieving 
columns  in  motion  :  two  divisions  of  the  French 
forded  the  Bidasoa  in  front  of  the  Spaniards,  and 
ascended  the  strong  heights  with  a  great  show'  of 
valour  and  confidence.  The  Spaniards  let  this 
column  come  on  until  it  nearly  reached  the  sum¬ 
mit  of  San  Marcial ;  but  then  they  gave  a  shout 
and  charged  with  the  bayonet.  The  French  in¬ 
stantly  broke,  fled  down  the  hill,  and  continued 
their  flight  across  the  river  and  beyond  it ;  and  so 
])anic-stricken  and  confused  were  they  that  many 
missed  the  fords  and  were  drowned.  In  the  after¬ 
noon  the  French  laid  down  a  pontoon  bridge, 
passed  over  in  greater  numbers  (it  is  said  that 
about  15,000  crossed  the  Bidasoa),  and  made  a 
general  attack  on  the  heights  of  San  Marcial  ;  but 
the  Spaniards  there  w'ere  now'  supported  by  some 
divisions  of  the  allied  army  on  their  Hank  and 
rear,  and  Lord  Wellington  came  up  from  San 
Sebastian  and  rode  along  the  Spanish  line  just 
as  the  French  were  coming  on  to  this  attack. 
The  Spaniards  received  liini  with  loud  and 
joyous  ru-av,  and  then,  full  of  confidence  and 
enthusiasm,  they  rushed  upon  the  French  with 
fl.xed  bayonets  and  again  repulsed  them  and  drove 
them  down  the  slo|)es  w'ith  terrible  loss,  d’hc 
French  continued  to  run  for  their  lives,  but  wildly 
and  without  any  attention  to  the  voices  of  their 
officers,  and  the  Spaniards  pursued  them  with  the 
bayonet  in  their  reins.  Some  rushed  into  the  deep 
wuiter  and  were  drowned ;  such  numbers  got 
wedged  upon  the  pontoon  bridge,  that  it  was 
broken,  swamped,  and  sank  with  most  of  those 
upon  it.  These  rare  Spaniards  met  with  the 
praise  they  deserved,  the  British  general  saying  in 
his  dispatch  that  their  conduct  was  equal  to  that 
of  any  troops  he  had  ever  seen  engaged.  During 
this  attempt  to  force  the  direct  road  to  San  Sebas¬ 
tian,  another  corps  of  the  French  cndeavotircd  to 
]ias3  by  another  road  to  the  left ;  but  here  they 
were  met  by  a  Portuguese  brigade,  by  the  brigade 

gennt  Majiir  des  Sapnra  and  yidjninnt  des  Trnrnu.r,  nnil] _ 

a  Fivncli  minev,  .Viid,  in  a  note  to  llii.s  last  letter.  Colonid  Cnrwood 
says  that  tln-se  m'-n  worn  aCtorwards  eniidovcd  iti  tlio  now  ostaldisli- 
niont  lol•mln^'  callod  sapiiors  and  ininor.s.  'riio  formation  of  tliis  osta- 
Idislmiont  must  li  ivo  lii'on  v.tv  slow,  and  tlie  inattontion  of  tlio  homo 
Kovoniraont  must  liavo  lioon  proat,  if  moro  than  oialuoon  months  aftor 
this  tiino  only  Olio  0"i"/wny  of  sapiicts  and  minors  could  he  sent  out 
to  ban  bt*basliaii. 
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of  General  Inglis,  and  by  our  light  division,  who 
drove,  them  back  across  tbe  Bidasoa  with  loss  and 
in  a  panic.  This  day’s  w'ork  cost  Soult  two  gene¬ 
rals  of  division  killed,  and  about  2000  men  in 
killed,  wounded,  and  drowned.  It  was  Soult’s 
last  effort  for  the  relief  of  San  Sebastian.  But 
the  same  day  witnessed  a  terrible  loss  of  life 
among  the  besieging  army.  At  eleven  o’tdock  in 
the  forenoon  the  assault  took  place,  the  ojrerations 
being  directed  by  Sir  Thomas  Graham  in  person, 
and  the  storm  being  led  by  the  brigade  of  General 
Robinson,  in  the  midst  of  an  awful  storm  of  thun¬ 
der,  lightning,  and  rain.  The  w'ork  would  have 
been  comparatively  easier,  or  probably  there  would 
not  have  been  any  necessity  to  storm  the  town  at 
all,  if  the  besiegers  had  thrown  shells  into  the 
town ;  but  this,  out  of  regard  to  the  safety  of  the 
inhalntants  and  their  property,  and  the  lives  and 
property  of  a  number  of  Spaniards  who  were 
crowdetl  in  the  place,  Wellington  positively  refused 
to  do;  and  he  issued  the  strictest  orders  that  not 
a  shell  should  be  thrown  into  the  town.  Nobly 
supported  by  a  detachment  of  Portuguese  under 
Major  Snodgrass,  the  British  got  entire  possession 
of  the  town,  drove  the  French  from  their  numerous 
intrenchments  in  the  streets,  took  700  prisoners, 
and  made  the  rest  fly  up  to  the  castle,  which  stands 
upon  a  rock  above  the  town  and  above  the  sea 
near  the  end  of  the  promontory.  But  2000  brave 
fellows  fell  in  this  assault,  or  rather  series  of  as¬ 
saults,  and  of  murderous  street- fighting :  Sir 
Richard  Fletcher,  the  commanding  engineer — an 
admirable  officer,  and  one  of  the  best  of  men — was 
shot  through  the  heart ;  Generals  Robinson,  Leith, 
and  Oswald  were  wounded  ;  and  a  disproportionate 
number  of  officers  were  sacrificed,  for  the  French, 
firing  from  rests  and  behind  cover,  jiicked  them 
out.  Through  the  accidental  falling  of  a  saucisson 
the  great  French  mine,  in  the  chamber  of  which 
there  were  1200  lbs.  of  gunpowder,  could  not  be 
fired.  If  this  mine  had  been  exploded,  our  first 
storming  brigade  must  have  been  annihilated,  and 
a  large,  part  of  the  towm  burieil  in  ruins.  If  Wel¬ 
lington  had  respected  the  security  of  the  inha¬ 
bitants,  no  sucli  thought  was  bestowed  by  the 
French  general,  who  resorted  to  all  the  most  de¬ 
structive  and  fatal,  and  —  to  the  town  and  the 
])eople  in  it — most  perilous  modes  of  defence.  Bv 
the  e.\i)losions  of  his  infernal  machines  of  all 
kinds  the  town  was  set  on  fire  in  various  ])laces 
and  at  one  and  the  same  time  ;  and  upon  Ins  re¬ 
treat  to  the  castle  he  kept  firing  down  the  streets, 
killing  more  of  the  inhabitants  than  of  the  sol¬ 
diery,  knocking  their  houses  to  pieces,  and  jirc- 
venting  them  from  attending  to  the  conflagration. 
But,  let  the  whole  truth  be  told,  and  let  it  stand 
as  a  shame  and  a  warning.  Many  of  the  troops, 
both  British  and  Portuguese,  who  had  behaved 
like  heroes  in  the  assault,  behaved  like  beasts  w  hen 
it  was  over,  bursting  into  the  wine-cellars  and 
getting  drunk,  and  plundering  the  houses  of  the 
tow'ii  instead  of  obeying  their  officers  and  per¬ 
severing  in  their  efforts  to  e.xtinguish  the  flames 
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and  stop  a  conflagration  which  was  threatening  to 
leave  San  Sebastian  a  heap  of  smoking  ruins,  and 
even  to  consume  these  brutalised  men  in  the  stupor 
or  madness  of  their  drunkenness.  These  disgrace¬ 
ful  excesses  lasted  through  the  night  of  the  31st  of 
August  and  through  the  next  day  ;  nor  was  it  until 
the  2nd  of  September  that  order  was  restored.* 
We  would  not  plead  the  excuse  that  similar  horrors 
had  almost  invariably  been  perpetrated  whenever 
a  town  had  been  taken  by  storm,  and  that  tlie 
French  had  in  almost  every  instance  of  the  kind 
carried  these  horrors  to  an  excess,  and  exhibited  a 
depravity  far  beyond  what  was  witnessed  here ; 
but  we  would  leave  the  guilt  and  tlie  blame  where 
they  are  due,  and  indignantly  resent  the  cliarges  of 
ruthlessness  and  barbarity  brought  by  the  gentle 
and  merciful  French  against  our  noble  commander- 
in-chief,  and  against  men  of  nature’s  highest  nobi¬ 
lity  like  Graham,  and  Robinson,  and  Oswald,  and 
the  rest;  charges  which  have  been  taken  upon  trust 
and  which  have  been  repeated  not  only  by  French 
hut  also  by  Spanish  and  even  by  some  English 
writers.  [Nor  would  we  leave  the  British  and  Por¬ 
tuguese  soldiers  chargeable  with  a  guilt  they  never 
incurred.]  The  charges  are,  that  Wellington  ordered 
shells  to  be  fired  into  the  town,  and  that  the  town 
was  purposely  set  on  fire  by  the  British.  Even  at 
the  time  some  Spanish  newspapers,  the  organs  of 
that  anti-Anglican  party  who  had  caused  and  were 
still  causing  Wellington  so  much  embarrassment, 
and  who  had  repeatedly  put  in  jeopardy  the  cause 
for  which  he  was  fighting  in  the  Peninsula,  insi¬ 
nuated  or  said  openly  that  he  had  done  all  this, 
and  that  he  had  cared  nothing  for  the  excesses 
committed  by  the  British  and  Portuguese  soldiery. 
These  men  had  lied  in  tl.eir  throats  before,  and 
they  have  lied  loudly  since,  but  they  never  carried 
their  power  of  lying  farther  than  now  !  The  town 
had  been  set  on  fire  by  the  French  modes  of  de¬ 
fending  themselves  ;  and,  because  Wellington  and 
his  generals  would  not  set  it  on  fire  by  throwing 
shells,  2000  brave  men  had  been  sacrificed.  No 
effort  was  spared  by  our  commanding  officers  or 
by  our  regimental  officers  to  stop  the  excesses  of 
the  troops.  Wellington  was  absent  when  the  town 
was  assaulted  and  carried  ; — he  was  encouraging 
the  Spaniards  on  the  heights  of  San  Marcial,  was 
seeing  them  drive  the  French  into  the  Bidasoa,  or 
was  busied  in  sending  his  orders  from  post  to 
post,  from  pass  to  pass,  and,  having  cpiitted  San 
Sebastian  on  the  evening  of  the  30th  or  morning 
of  the  31st  of  August,  he  did  not  return  from 
Lezaca  on  the  frontier  until  the  2nd  of  September  ; 
but  Graham — a  man  as  gentle  and  humane  as  he 
w’as  brave — and  the  other  officers  in  command 

*  When  a  place  is  taken  hy  assault,  by  a  civilised  and  merciful 
enemy,  it  is  usual  to  relieve  or  remove  the  inluriattMl  storming  p;\i  ties 
and  supply  their  place  with  otlier  and  cooler  troops  as  soon  as  pos¬ 
sible.  At  least  as  early  as  the  morning  of  the  jst  of  Sehtemiter  an 
cml  would  hfive  been  put  to  the  cxci'sses  of  the  Ihitish  and  Portu¬ 
guese  lio  had  stormed,  ami  who  had  wituessetl  the  destruciion  of  so 
many  hundreds  of  tlieir  couutvvmeu  ami  comrades,  if  it^  It  id  heeu 
possible  to  relieve  them;  but  this  pos^ibiUty  did  not  exist,  for  the 
other  columu.s  were  on  the  frontiers,  lighting  har<l  at  San  Marcial  and 
elsewhere,  or  guarding  the  mountain  passes  against  Soult.  In  fact, 
on  the  3\»i  of  August,  tlie  day  San  Sebastian  \\as  stormed,  the  whole 
ol  the  left  of  the  army  was  attacked  hy  the  I'reneh. 
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acted  lip  both  to  the  letter  and  spirit  of  AVelling- 
ton’s  instructions,  and  before  Wellington  reached 
the  town  every  excess  had  ceased.  The  town  was 
set  on  fire  by  the  French  in  six  difl'erent  places 
before  the  assault  commenced.  Wellington’s  best 
defence  was  in  bis  own  manly,  plain,  and  indig¬ 
nant  language.  The  good  fame  of  Sir  I’homas 
Graham  was  as  dear  to  him  as  his  own.  In  writing 
to  his  brother.  Sir  Henry  Welleslev,  who  was  still 
residing  at  Cadiz  as  British  ambassador,  the  com¬ 
mander-in-chief  says,  “You  will  more  readily 
conceive,  than  I  can  describe,  the  feelings  of  indig¬ 
nation  with  which  I  proceed  to  justify  the  general, 
and  otlier  officers  of  that  army,  from  the  charge 
that  they  designed  to  plunder  and  Imrn  the  town 
of  San  Sebastian.  I  need  not  assure  you  that 
this  charge  is  most  positively  untrue.  Every¬ 
thing  was  done  that  was  in  my  power  to  suggest 
to  save  the  town.  Several  persons  urged  me 
in  tlie  strongest  manner  to  allow  it  to  be  bom¬ 
barded,  as  the  most  certain  mode  of  forcing  the 
enemv  to  give  it  up.  This  I  positively  would 
not  allow,  for  the  same  reasons  as  I  did  not  allow 

Ciudad  Rodrigo  or  Badajoz  to  be  homharded . 

Neither  is  it  true  that  tlie  town  was  set  on  fire  hy 
the  English  and  Portuguese  troops.  To  set  fire  to 
the  toirn  was  part  of  the  encmifis  defence.  It  was 
set  oil  five  hy  tlie  enemy  on  the  22nd  of  July, 
before  the  first  attempt  was  made  to  take  it  hy 
storm  ;  and  it  is  a  fact  that  the  fire  was  so  violent 
on  the  24ih  of  July,  that  the  storm  which  was  to 
have  taken  place  on  that  day  was  necessarily  de¬ 
ferred  till  the  25th,  and,  as  is  well  known,  failed. 
I  was  at  the  siege  of  San  Sebastian  on  the  30th  of 
August,  and  I  aver  that  the  town  was  then  on  fire. 
It  must  have  been  set  on  fire  by  the  enemy,  as  I 
repeat  that  our  batteries,  by  positive  orders,  threw 
no  shells  into  the  town  ;  and  I  saw  the  town  on  fire 
on  the  morning  of  the  31st  of  August,  before  the 
(second)  storm  took  place.  It  is  well  known  that 
the  enemy  had  prepared  for  a  serious  resistance, 
not  only  on  the  ramparts,  but  in  the  streets  of  the 
town  ;  that  traverses  were  established  in  the  streets 
formed  of  comlmstibles,  with  the  intention  of  set¬ 
ting  fire  to  and  exploding  them  during  the  contest 
with  the  assailants.  It  is  equally  known  that  there 
was  a  most  severe  contest  in  the  streets  of  the 
town  between  the  assailants  and  the  garrison;  that 
manv  of  these  traverses  were  exploded,  hy  which 
many  lives  on  both  sides  were  lost ;  and  it  is  a  fact 
that  these  explosions  set  fire  to  many  of  the  houses. 

. In  truth,  the  fire  in  the  town  was 

the  greatest  evil  that  could  befall  the  assailants, 
who  did  everything  in  their  power  to  get  the  better 
of  it ;  and  it  is  a  fact  that,  owing  to  the  difiicnlty 
and  danger  of  communicating  through  the  fire  with 
our  advanced  posts  in  the  town,  it  had  very  nearly 
become  necessary  at  one  time  to  withdraw  those 
posts  entirely.  In  regard  to  the  plunder  of  the 
town  hv  the  soldiers,  I  am  the  last  man  who  will 
deny  it,  because  I  know'  that  it  is  true.  It  has 
fallen  to  my  lot  to  take  many  towns  by  storm  ;  and 
I  am  concerned  to  add  that  1  never  saw  or  heard 
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of  one  so  taken,  by  any  troops,  that  it  was  not 

plundered.* . If  it  had  not  been  for 

the  fire,  which  certainly  augmented  the  confusion, 
and  afforded  greater  facilities  for  irregularities,  and 
if  by  far  the  greatest  proportion  of  the  officers  and 
non-commissioned  officers,  particularly  of  the  prin¬ 
cipal  officers  who  stormed  the  breach,  had  not  been 
killed  or  wounded  in  the  performance  of  their 
duty  in  the  service  of  Spain  (to  the  number  of  llO 
out  of  250),  I  believe  that  the  plunder  would  have 
been  in  a  great  measure,  though  not  entirely,  pre¬ 
vented.”  t  And  there  are  some  circumstances  that 
at  least  extenuate  the  conduct  of  the  allied  troops 
in  the  captured  town.  F’rom  the  city  of  Vittoria 
onward,  in  all  the  country  between  the  Ebro  and 
the  Pyrenees — a  country  of  which  the  French  had 
so  long  held  an  almost  undisturbed  possession— the 
allies  had,  in  a  variety  of  painful  ways,  been  made 
sensible  of  the  existence  of  a  numerous  and  active 
FTench  party,  and  of  the  prevalence  of  a  most 
hostile  feeling,  not  only  to  the  English  and  to  the 
Portuguese,  but  also  to  the.  Andalusians  and  the 
Spaniards  from  other  provinces  who  were  now 
marching  under  the  orders  of  Wellington.  The 
divided  states  of  Italy  never  nourished  greater 
jealousies  or  more  rancorous  antipathies  to  one  an¬ 
other  than  did  the  inhabitants  of  the  great  Spanish 
provinces,  or  of  the  old  kingdoms  which  had  been 
gradually  brought  together  under  one  sceptre, 
without  any  moral  or  physical  amalgamation  ;  and 
the  feuds  of  the  fifteenth  century  betwxen  English 
and  Scotch  were  gentleness  and  affection  compared 
with  the  hatred  that  raged  between  Spaniards  and 
Portuguese  in  the  nineteenth  century.  A  poet  who, 
after  the  event,  corrected  in  plain  prose  the  dis- 
])roved  vaticinations  of  his  verse,  has  said  that 
Lord  Wellington  had  done  wonders,  had  perhaps 
changed  the  character  of  a  nation,  and  reconciled 
rival  superstitions  ;  I  but  it  was  beyond  the  power 
of  Wellington  either  to  root  out  the  mutual  animo¬ 
sities  of  the  Spaniards  and  Portuguese,  or  even  to 
make  the  Spaniards  of  Guipuiicoa,  or  Biscay,  or 
Navarre,  cease  to  hate  the  Spaniards  of  Castile,  or 

*  “  It  is,”  .icldt'.il  Ills  lordship,  “  one  of  tire  PTil  eonsequonces  at¬ 
tending  tile  necessity  of  storming  a  town,  wliicli  every  officer  laments, 
not  only  on  aecouiit  of  tlui  evil  tliercliy  inflicted  on  the  uufortnnate 
iniiaiiitants,  hut  im  accuunt  if  the  injury  it  dues  tu  discipline,  and  the  risk 
which  is  incurred  if  the  hiss  if  nil  the'  ndvantnqcs  ifvictury,  at  the  very 
miment  they  are  i/iiinrd.  It  is  hard  tli.it  I  ami  my  general  officers  ai^ 
to  be  so  treated  as  we  have  been  by  tlie  •  Xei'e'Colitico  ’  and  other 
unieatrained  liliellers.  liecau.se  an  uiiavoidalde  evil  has  occurred  in 
the  aceumplishment  of  a  great  service,  and  in  tlie  acijnirement  of  a 
great  advantage.  The  fault  does  not  lie  witli  us  ;  it  is  with  tliose  who 
lost  tlie  fort,  and  otiliged  us  at  great  risk  and  loss  to  regain  it  for  the 
Spaiiisli  nation  liy  storm.”  j^At  the  heijinning  if  this  tear  the  place  had 
hcen  yiren  up  to  the  French  in  a  dastardli/  or  trearhrrims  mamier'hy  'a 
Spanish  garrison.  Nor  tens  this  the  Jirst  'time  that  the  strength  if'Snn 
SehnstHin  hud  hem  valueless  in  Spanish  hands:  in  MMt  the  French  re¬ 
publicans,  after  beating  the  Spaniards  at  Fumturnhia  and  all  alum/  that 
Jnmuer,  reduced  the  place  in  a  few  days,  and  withimt  any  siege-artillery  .j 
N otw  itiistandiug  ihat.I  am  oonvineed  lltat  it  is  impossible  to  prevent 
a  town  in  siiclt  a  siliiatiiin  from  litdng  plundered,  I  can  prove  tliat 
miou  this  occa.sion  particular  pains  were  taken  to  prevent  it.  I  gave 
most  positive  orders  upon  ihe  sulijeet.”— tu  the  Rinht  Hon.  Sir  H. 
n  rlleslet/,  diitiiil  J.ezacn,  <)(/i  Drtiiher,  in  H’ellingtim  Dispatches. 

t  Id.  id.  ”  Indeed,”  siilijoins  lies  lordship,  one  ol  tlie  suliiects  of 
coiiiplainl,  tliat  seniries  were  jdaced  on  every  house,  shows  tlie  desire 
at  least  of  tlie  ollioers  to  iircserve  order.  Tliese.  sentries  must  Imve  lieeii 
plaeeil  by  order ;  and,  unless  it  is  siipiiosed,  as  cliarged,  tliat  the  officers 
intended  that  the  town  should  lie  plundered  and  Inirni'd,  and  placed 
tim  sentiies  to  secure  that  olijeet,  it  must  lie  ailmitied  that  llieir  inten- 
Hon  ill  placing  tlicsn  seiitrios  was  good.*’ 
t  kord  liyroii,  notes  to  Canto  I.  of  Cliilde  Haruld. 
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Leon,  or  La  Mancha,  or  Andalusia.  No  other  man 
than  himself  could  so  long  have  kept  Portuguese 
and  Spaniards  in  one  army  without  some  great  and 
bloody  catastrophe.  It  might  be  as  much  owing 
to  these  mad  antipathies  as  to  any  sympathies  or 
partizanship  for  the  French  that  the  inhabitants  of 
San  Sebastian  aided  and  assisted  the  besieged ;  but 
it  is  an  indisputable  fact  that  they  both  assisted  the 
French  and  fired  upon  the  British  and  Portuguese 
besiegers !  This  was  but  a  bad  return  for  the  mercy 
and  magnanimity  of  Wellington  and  Graham,  in 
sparing  the  town  from  bombardment,  and  in  pre¬ 
ferring  to  that  measure  the  certain  loss  of  many 
hundreds  of  men  !  After  such  a  provocation,  the 
marvel  is,  not  that  the  storming  parties  broke  open 
the  wane- cellars  of  the  inhabitants  and  plundered 
their  houses,  but  that  they  did  not  cut  their  throats. 
Yet  there  was  no  massacre  either  of  townspeople  or 
of  French  prisoners,  though  the  latter  must  have 
been  taken  with  the  “  red  hand.”  If  some  few  of 
the  inhabitants  were  killed  or  injured  by  fire-arms 
and  bayonets,  this  was  done  by  accident  during  the 
contest  in  the  streets  with  the  enemy,  and  nut  by 
design.  As  to  the  fact  that  the  lives  were  saved  of 
'700  French,  taken  in  the  very  heat  and  fury  of  the 
storming,  we  have,  though  in  a  most  disgraceful 
shape,  the  confirmation  of  these  complaining  Spa¬ 
niards  themselves,  for  they  asserted,  in  the  body  of 
their  complaints,  that  the  allies  had  been  over-kind 
to  the  enemy.  “  In  regard  to  the  charge  of  kind¬ 
ness  to  the  enemy,”  said  Wellington,  “lam  afraid 
it  is  hut  too  well  founded ;  and  that,  till  it  is  posi¬ 
tively  ordered  by  authority,  in  return  for  the  ordon- 
nance  of  the  French  government,  that  all  enemies’ 
troops  in  a  place  taken  by  storm  shall  be  put  to 
death,  it  will  be  difficult  to  prevail  upon  British 
officers  and  soldiers  to  treat  an  enemy,  when  their 
prisoners,  otherwise  than  well.”  But  this  bloody 
ordoimance,  which  had  been  recently  issued  by 
Bonaparte,  was  of  itself  calculated  to  madden  any 
soldiery,  and  more  particularly  men  who  had  taken 
a  place  by  storm  after  such  a  frightful  loss  ;  and 
therefore  the  safety  of  the  700  French  and  the 
kindness  shown  to  them  are  wonderful  proofs  of  a 
generosity  of  nature  and  aversion  to  blood;  and  as 
such  ought  to  stand  as  a  set-off  against  the  drunken- 
neas  and  the  pillage.*  It  also  rests  upon  the 
highest  authority,  and  upon  the  careful  examina¬ 
tion  and  evidence  of  General  Robinson,  who  led  the 
storming  brigade,  of  General  Hay,  who  commanded 
in  the  town  immediately  after  the  storm,  and  of 
other  British  officers  commanding  regiments,  that 

*  The  Freni'li  showed  no  such  consideration  or  mercy  for  their  Bri¬ 
tish  and  Vorlumicse  prisoners,  of  whom  a  good  number  had  been  taken 
in  the  unsuccessful  assault  of  the  2 jth  of  July.  Alter  he  had  been 
driven  from  the  town  into  the  castle,  Hey,  the  French  general,  kept  the 
prisoners  in  the  open  yard  of  the  castle-magazine  “  sans  blimlageSy" 
and  many  of  them  were  killed  and  wounded  by  the  tire  of  tlieir  own 
countrymen  directed  against  that  building.  Key  also  made  ibc  ])1t* 
soners  work  under  lire.  We  give  these  facts  on  no  (luestionable  or 
weak  authority.  Lord  Wellington,  in  writing  to  Sir  Tliomas  Graliam 
on  the  ath  of  September,  four  days  hefure  Hey  capitulated  and  sur¬ 
rendered  the  castle,  says.  “  I  do  not  know  tliat  I  liave  ever  heard  of 
such  conduct,  ami  the  pretension  tounded  upon  it.  viz.  that  wesliouhi 
not  direct  our  fire  against  the  place,  is  too  ridiculous.  I  rerpiest  you 
to  send  in  to  (jcner-al  Key  a  ]noiest  again.st  his  kep]*ing  his  ])risotiers  in 
the  yard  of  this  magazine,  ‘  sans  blindages'  and  likewise  against  hU 
making  them  woik  under  fire.”— iiSct’  Dispatdics* 
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both  troops  and  officers  did  at  first  do  everything 
in  their  power  to  stop  the  progress  of  the  fire, 
which  was  set  to  the  town  by  the  enemy;  and  that 
many  lost  their  lives  in  the  attempt,  owing  to  the 
fire  of  musketry  kept  up  upon  the  roofs  of  the  houses 
by  the  enemy  in  the  castle.* 

We  have  dwelt  the  longer  upon  this  subject, 
because  Spanish  writers,  both  now  and  recently, 
have,  with  barefaced  impudence,  revived  the  ex¬ 
ploded  and  disproved  calumnies  against  our  great 
captain  and  against  the  character  of  the  British 
army  and  nation. 

The  ease  with  which  the  castle  was  taken  from 
the  French  after  the  town  had  been  carried  showed 
how  mucli  the  allies  had  sacrificed  by  not  driving 
them  out  of  the  town  by  bombardment  weeks 
before.  The  town  was  stormed  on  the  31st  of 
August.  On  the  1st  of  September  some  near  bat¬ 
teries  were  opened  upon  the  castle  from  the  town, 
and  shortly  afterwards  a  bombardment  was  com¬ 
menced,  for  it  would  have  been  carrying  humanity 
to  absurdity  to  treat  the  fortress  with  the  same 
gentleness  as  the  town.  On  the  3rd  Rey  proposed 
to  surrender  upon  terms  which  were  inadmissible. 
On  the  8th,  when  the  castle  was  flying  oft' in  frag¬ 
ments  from  the  fire  of  our  batteries,  Rey  beat  the 
chamade  and  surrendered.  On  the  morning  of 
the  9th  the  garrison  marched  out  with  the  honours 
of  war  and  laid  down  their  arms.  They  still 
amounted  to  more  than  1800  men  and  officers,  but 
500  of  them  were  sick  or  wounded.  Thus  2500 
men  in  all  were  taken,  but  the  allies  in  the  course 
of  the  siege  had  lost  nearly  4000  in  killed  and 
wounded. 

On  the  31st  of  October  the  4000  French  in 
Pamplona,  having  lost  all  hope  of  relief,  sur¬ 
rendered  prisoners  of  war  to  Lord  Wellington’s 
tried  and  steady  friend  Don  Carlos  de  Espana,  who 
had  latterly  commanded  the  blockading  forces. 
There  was  nothing  now  in  the  rear  of  the  allies  to 
cause  them  any  apprehension  or  to  intercept  their 
communications  with  the  interior  of  Spain.  But 
before  the  reduction  of  Pamplona — though  not 
before  that  event  had  been  rendered  inevitable — 
Wellington  called  dowm  part  of  bis  troops  from  the 
bleak  mountain-tops  and  from  the  gloomy  narrow 
passes,  where,  to  their  infinite  discomfort,  they  had 
been  encamped  or  hutted  for  more  than  two  months, 
and  led  them  a  march  or  two  forward  upon  French 
ground.  The  men,  recently  gloomy,  looked  as  if 
they  were  going  to  a  fair  or  a  feast,  as  they  trod 
down  from  the  Pyrenees,  and  through  the  defiles 
of  Roncesvalles,  and  the  other  passes  which  their 
valour  bad  won,  but  which  had  given  them  but  a 
hungry,  wet,  and  cold  reception.  Early  in  October 
Lord  Wellington  moved  his  left  across  the  Bidasoa 
and  took  possession  of  the  French  hills  of  La 
Rhune.  Soult  offered  only  a  very  slight  resistance, 
for  his  army  had  not  recovered  its  spirit,  the  rein¬ 
forcements  he  wanted  were  beginning  to  be  still 
more  wanted  by  his  master  in  Germany,  and  he 

*  Lord  Wellington’s  second  letter  to  Sir  Henry  Wellesley  on  this 
subject. 


had  already  decided  upon  a  retrograde  movement, 
and  had  fixed  upon  the  river  Nivelle  for  his  line 
of  defence.  On  the  10th  of  November  the  rest  of 
the  allied  army  were  called  down  from  their  cold 
and  cheerless  positions  in  the  highlands  of  the 
Pyrenees  ;  and  Lord  Wellington  having  made  his 
preparations  to  march  in  full  force  into  France,  all 
the  troops  soon  began  to  descend  into  tbe  valleys 
on  the  French  side.  Before  taking  this  decisive 
step,  Wellington  issued  an  order  of  the  day  to  all 
the  troops  of  the  various  nations  that  follow'ed  his 
victorious  standard.  *  He  told  “  the  officers  and 
soldiers  to  remember  that  their  nations  were  at 
war  with  France  solely  because  the  ruler  of  the 
French  would  not  allow  them  to  be  at  peace,  and 
wanted  to  force  them  to  submit  to  his  yoke.” — He 
told  them  “  not  to  forget  that  the  worst  of  the  evils 
suffered  by  the  enemy  in  his  profligate  invasion  of 
Spain  and  Portugal  had  been  occasioned  by  the 
irregularities  of  his  soldiers  and  their  cruelties 
towards  the  unfortunate  and  peaceful  inhabitants 
of  the  country;”- — and  that  “to  avenge  this  con¬ 
duct  on  the  peaceful  inhabitants  of  France  would 
be  unmanly  and  unworthy  of  the  allied  nations.” 
This  proclamation  was  read  over  and  over  again  in 
English,  in  Portuguese,  and  in  Spanish ;  and  his 
lordship  made  it  the  special  duty  of  all  officers  to 
enforce  these  salutary  orders.  Nor  was  the  pro¬ 
clamation  ever  left  to  remain  as  an  idle  piece  of 
rhetoric  ;  his  lordship  took  incessant  care  to  carry 
it  into  operation;  he  enforced  the  orders  most 
strictly,  and,  whenever  he  found  any  part  of  his 
troops  attempting  to  plunder  the  French  peasantry, 
he  not  only  ])unished  by  sharp  and  summary  mili¬ 
tary  law  those  who  were  caught  in  the  fact,  but  he 
placed  the  whole  regiment  or  brigade  to  which 
they  belonged  under  arms  to  prevent  further 
offence.  It  was  difficult  to  convince  the  vindictive 
Spaniards  and  Portuguese,  who  had  so  long  seen 
their  own  country  plundered,  and  ransacked,  and 
wasted  by  fire  and  sword,  that  they  ought  not  to 
retaliate  upon  the  French,  who  had  attacked  them 
without  the  shadow  of  a  provocation.  Discipline, 
however,  works  miracles,  and  the  Portuguese 
troops,  on  the  whole,  behaved  well  in  this  as  in 
other  particulars.  But  the  undisciplined  part  ot 
the  Spaniards,  who  had  been  a  thorn  in  Welling¬ 
ton’s  side,  a  beam  in  his  eye,  and  a  perpetual 
source  of  anxiety  or  vexation  ever  since  he  set  his 
foot  on  the  soil  of  the  Peninsula,  could  not  be 
restrained  in  their  revengeful  and  marauding  pro¬ 
pensities.  Some  excuse  for  them  was,  that  their 
government  had  provided  them  neither  with  pay 
nor  provisions,  neither  with  clothes  nor  shoes.  To 
the  Spanish  general  Freyre  Wellington  said : 

“  Where  I  command  I  declare  that  no  one  shall 
be  allowed  to  plunder.  If  plunder  must  be  had, 
then  another  must  have  the  command.  You  have 
large  armies  in  Spain,  and,  if  it  is  w  ished  to  plun¬ 
der  the  French  peasantry,  you  may  then  enter 
France;  but  then  the  Spanish  government  must 
remove  me  from  the  command  of  their  armies.  .  . 

It  is  a  matter  of  indifference  to  me  whether  I 
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command  a  large  or  a  small  army,  but,  whether 
lare,'e  or  small,  they  must  obey  me,  and,  above  all, 
must  not  ]ilunder.”  At  last  he  took  the  measure 
of  moving  back  most  of  the  Spanish  troops  within 
the  Spanish  frontiers.* 

The  peasantry  dwelling  near  that  frontier,  and, 
indeed,  the  great  body  of  the  rural  population  of 
the  whole  of  the  south  of  France,  between  the 
Garonne  and  the  Pyrenees,  between  the  Rhone 
and  the  maritime  Alps,  and  from  the  Mediter¬ 
ranean  shore  to  the  coasts  on  the  Atlantic  Ocean, 
were  devout  catholics  and  Bourbonists  at  heart ; 
they  had  been  borne  down  after  some  long  and 
sanguinary  struggles  by  the  Jacobins  who  over¬ 
threw  both  altar  and  throne,  but  neither  the  pro¬ 
pagandists  of  that  sect  nor  the  propagandists  of  the 
various  sects,  including  the  Bonapartean,  which 
had  flourished  in  France  since  the  downfall  of 
Robespierre,  had  been  able  to  convert  them  to  the 
modern  philosophism,  or  to  uproot  their  regard  for 
the  old  dynasty.  For  some  time  the  expression  of 
their  sentiments  was  subdued  by  the  presence  of 
Soult’s  army,  and  by  that  other  army  of  impe¬ 
rialists  which  was  made  up  of  police-agents,  public 
and  secret,  prefets  and  sous-prelets,  intendants 
and  sous-intendants,  with  their  several  staffs  of 
commissaries  and  clerks,  justices,  tax-gatherers, 
commissaries-at-war,  douaniers,  and  those  other 
swarms  of  employes  who  all  owed  their  ap¬ 
pointments  to  the  central  Paris  government,  and 
who  were  all  by  interest,  if  not  in  principle,  de¬ 
voted  Bonapartists.  But  as  Soult  retired,  and  as 
many  of  this  host  sought  refuge  behind  the  rear 
of  his  army,  the  peasantry  began  to  give  sundry 
signs  of  good  feeling  towards  Lord  Wellington  and 
bis  army,  as  also  to  calculate  upon  the  proba¬ 
bility  and  the  means  of  their  taking  vengeance 
upon  their  own  countrymen,  of  the  revolutionary 
parties,  for  the  wrongs  they  had  suffered,  and  for 
the  blood  of  their  relatives  and  friends  which  had 
been  shed,  during  the  Reign  of  Terror  and  since. 
The  military  conscription,  the  excess  to  which  it 
had  been  carried,  and  the  prodigious  sacrifice  of 
life  to  which  it  had  led  and  was  still  leading,  gave 
more  vigour  and  keenness  to  the  devotional  and 
loyal  feeling:  the  peasantry  saw  no  end  to  these 
evils,  no  cessation  to  the  processes  by  which  their 
sons  were  torn  from  them  to  fight  for  the  usurper 
they  detested,  and  to  be  made  food  for  cannon — 
chuir  a  canon. \ 

*  Colonel  Giirwood,  Wellington  Dispatches. — General  Sir  Thonuis 
Pidon  was  a  Welshman  more  peppery  than  Fluellin,  and  appears 
always  to  have  been  in  a  passion  at  somebody  or  something;  but 
much  cooler  officers  than  he  ve  echoed  the  sentiments  he  exi'ressed  as 
to  the  value  of  Span  sh  troo])S  as  co-belligerents  in  France.  In 
writing  to  a  friend  in  England,  after  the  allied  army  had  been  for 
some  lime  in  the  French  territories,  Fictnn  say.s  with  his  usual  energy 
of  expression  :  The  Spaniards,  instead  of  being  of  any  st-rvice  to  us 
in  our  operations,  are  a  perfect  dead-weight,  and  do  nothing  but  run 
away  ami  plunder.  We  should  do  much  better  williout  these  vapour* 
ing  ]»oltroou  rasc.ils,  who-->e  irregular  conduct  indisposes  every  one 
towards  us-  ^1  he  inhabitants  of  the  country  appear  remarkably  well- 
dis])oseil,  ami  1  believe  \vi>h  us  success  from  iheir  hearts  as  the  only 
])robable  means  t>f  bringing  about  uhat  they  all  most  ar«lently  sigh 
for— peace.”— to  Mr.  AMarryiit  in  II.  Ri,h\imn's  Mtmoirs  of 
Victun, 

t  Chair  a  canim,  fledi  or  meat  for  cannon,  was  the  epithet  com* 
mouly  a])piie<l  to  young  conscripts  lo\\aids  the  end  of  this  war,  m.l 
merely  in  the  wuv,  illing  south  (where  llonaparto  was  wont  to  say  that 
there  were  no  Freuchmeu),  but  throughout  rrauce, 
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If  Wellington  bad  not  prevented  the  allies  from 
marauding,  and  plundering,  and  maltreating  the 
peasantry,  self-defence  and  the  common  instincts 
of  nature  might  have  interfered  with  their  pas¬ 
sionate  wish  for  the  restoration  of  the  Bourbons, 
and  have  turned  them  from  friends  or  passive 
spectators  into  dangerous,  deadly  enemies.  But 
the  admirable  discipline  maintained,  the  care  be¬ 
stowed  to  see  that  their  property  and  persons  were 
protected,  and  that  they  w'ere  fairly  paid  for  what¬ 
ever  they  provided,  soon  removed  nearly  all  fears 
and  jealousies  ;  and  they  came  flocking  to  the  Eng¬ 
lish  camp,  with  their  jxjultry  and  vegetables,  and 
oil  and  wine,  as  to  a  peaceful  and  friendly  market. 
Many — men,  women,  and  children  —  followed  out- 
army,  and  wished  it  success  ;  and  their  wishes  weie 
still  more  loudly  and  enthusiastically  expressed 
when  they  saw  a  prince  of  the  house  of  Bourbon 
come  and  join  Lord  Wellington,  and  march  with 
the  Drapeau  Blanc  with  the  English  advancing 
columns,  to  the  true  Bourbon  tune  of  “  Vive  Henri 
Quaire  J” 

Soult  now  occupied  a  very  strong  position  on  tlie 
Nivelle,  which  had  been  carefully  prepared  for  him 
beforehand  :  his  right  rested  upon  St.  Jean  de  Luz, 
his  left  upon  Ainhoe.  On  the  10th  of  November, 
Hill,  issuing  from  the  valley  of  the  Baztan  with  the 
British  right,  attacked  the  French  left  on  the  heights 
of  Ainhoe,  beat  it,  and  drove  it  towards  Cambo,  t)n 
the  river  Nive  ;  while  the  centre  of  the  allies,  con¬ 
sisting  of  English  and  Spaniards,  under  Marshal 
Beresford  and  General  Baron  Alten,  carried  the 
works  behind  Sarre,  and  drove  the  remainder  of 
the  French  behind  the  Nivelle.  On  the  same  day 
the  allies  crossed  the  Nivelle  at  St.  Pe  in  the  rear 
of  the  enemy,  who  upon  this  hastily  abandoned 
their  ground  and  works  on  the  left  of  the  Nivelle, 
and  in  the  couise  of  the  night  withdrew  to  their 
entrenched  camp  in  front  of  Bayonne.  Before 
engaging  in  the  defiles  of  the  Pyrenees,  or  entering 
upon  those  desperate  enterprises,  which  had  cost 
him  so  dearly,  for  relieving  Pamplona  and  San  Se¬ 
bastian,  Soult  had  marked  out  this  entrenched  camp, 
and  given  orders  for  its  formation  :  it  was  partially 
completed  before  he  withdrew  from  the  line  of  the 
Nivelle;  trenches  were  now  digging,  and  redoubts 
were  raising  their  heads,  all  bristling  with  a  tre¬ 
mendous  artillery,  in  part  drawn  from  the  great 
depot  of  Bayonne.  Here  the  French  certainly 
thought  that  they  should  be  allowed  some  repose. 
Lord  Wellington’s  head-quarters  were  established 
at  Sr.  Jean  de  Luz,  oii  the  right  bank  of  the. 
Nivelle;  the  allies  went  into  cantonments  between 
the  sea  and  the  river  Nive,  where  their  extreme 
right  rested  on  Cambo.  The  enemy  guarded  the 
right  bank  of  the  Nive  from  Bayonne  to  St.  Jean 
Pied  de  Port.  But  Jjord  Wellington,  being 
straitened  for  room  and  supplies  for  his  army, 
determined  to  cross  the  Nive  and  occupy  the  coun¬ 
try  between  that  river  and  the  Adour.  On  the  9th 
of  December,  General  Hill  forded  the  Nive  above 
Cambo,  w  liile  the  sixtli  division  crossed  at  Ustariz, 
and  the  French  were  dislodged  from  their  position 
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at  Ville  Franque.  In  the  night  all  their  posts  were 
withdrawn  to  Bayonne,  and  on  the  10th  the  British 
right  rested  on  the  Adour.  On  that  same  day 
Marshal  Soult  resumed  the  offensive,  issued  from 
Bayonne,  and  attacked  the  British  left,  which  co¬ 
vered  St.  Jean  de  Luz  and  the  considerable  depot 
of  stores  which  had  been  formed  there  for  the  use 
of  the  allies.  Sir  John  Hope  commanded  the  left; 
and  he  met  Soult’s  spirited  attack  with  ])erfect 
steadiness.  The  French,  being  superior  in  number, 
came  on  with  great  speed  and  fury :  twice  they 
succeeded  in  driving  in  the  fifth  division  of  ihe 
allies,  and  twice  they  were  repulsed  again,  the  first 
time  by  the  ninth  British  and  a  Portuguese  batta¬ 
lion,  the  second  time  by  a  brigade  of  the  English 
guards.  Night  put  an  end  to  the  desperate  com¬ 
bat  ;  and  during  that  dark  December  night  Soult 
withdrew  most  of  his  forces  from  the  position  in 
front  of  the  British  left,  and  made  them  glide  off 
towards  the  British  centre,  in  order  to  attack  our 
light  division  with  overwhelming  numbers.  But 
Sir  John  Hope,  knowing  or  suspecting  his  design, 
moved  part  of  his  troops  to  their  right  to  support 
the  light  division  ;  and,  on  the  morning  of  the  11th, 
the  French  discovered  that  their  movement  had 
been  anticipated,  and  their  chance  lost  of  crushing 
the  light  division.  Soult  instantly  made  another 
change  in  his  movements  :  Sir  John  Hope  had 
been  weakened  by  lending  strength  and  support  to 
the  light  division,  and  therefore  the  French  marshal 
directed  several  columns  to  try  another  attack  on 
our  left.  The  necessary  movement  was  performed 
with  great  rapidity,  it  was  favoured  by  the  nature 
of  the  intervening  ground,  and  this  time  at  least 
Sir  John  Hope  was  taken  by  surprise.  The  British 
troops  and  their  allies  were  occupied  in  receiving 
their  rations,  and  their  fatigue-jiartics  were  em- 
])loyed  in  cutting  wood  for  the  cooks’  fires,  when 
“  En  avant  !  En  avant  !”  (Forw'ards  !  Forwards  !) 
and  other  French  shouts  were  heard  from  the  front, 
being  answered  by  the  corresponding  cry  of  “  To 
arms  !  To  arms  !”  among  the  British.  The  heads 
of  the  French  columns  were  close  at  hand,  and  the 
allies  had  barely  time  to  run  to  their  arms  and 
ranks  :  yet  the  attack  was  gallantly  withstood,  and 
at  the  close  of  the  day  Soult  had  not  gained  the 
slightest  advantage.*  In  these  several  affairs  the 
excellent  military  conduct  and  romantic  bravery 
of  Sir  John  Hope  excited  the  admiration  of  the 
whole  army.  In  the  commander-in-chief  this  warm 
admiration  was  mingled  with  friendly  apprehen¬ 
sions.  On  the  15th  of  December  he  said,  “  I  have 
long  entertained  the  highest  opinion  of  Sir  John 
Hope,  in  common,  I  believe,  with  the  whole  world, 
but  every  day’s  experience  convinces  me  more  of 
his  worth.  We  shall  lose  him,  however,  if  he  con¬ 
tinues  to  expose  himself  in  fire  as  he  did  in  the 

•  Captain  liatty,  Account  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Left  Wing  of 
the  Allied  Army. — The  French  had  come  on  with  the  more conlidence, 
from  the  notion  that  their  surprise  had  created  a  panic.  “  Our  soldiers, 
who  had  gone  in  front  of  our  lines  at  Barouilles  to  cut  wood,  ran  back, 
iti  all  haste  to  g  t  themselves  armed  and  accouired.  The  French, 
seeing  a  luimher  of  men  running  to  the  rear,  imagined  tliat  the  allies 
were  seized  with  a  panic,  and  set  up  loud  cheers  of  *  ii"/!  auant  /  h'n 
avnnt  V  In  a  few  moments,  however,  the  whole  left  wing  was  termed 
in  perfect  order.’' — Id.  id. 
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last  three  days  :  indeed  his  escape  then  was  won¬ 
derful.  His  hat  and  coat  were  shot  through  in 
many  places,  besides  the  wound  in  his  leg.  He 
places  himself  among  the  sharpshooters,  without, 
as  they  do,  sheltering  himself  from  the  enemy’s 
fire.  This  will  not  answer ;  and  I  hope  that  his 
friends  will  give  him  a  hint  on  the  subject.”* 

The  situation  occupied  by  Soult  gave  him  almost 
every  facility  for  masking  his  movements,  and  con¬ 
centrating  the  whole  of  his  force  upon  any  point  of 
the  allied  position  which  he  might  choose  to  select 
for  attack.  His  entrenched  camp  round  Bayonne 
formed  the  centre  of  a  circle,  within  which  he  might 
make  any  alteration  in  the  disposition  of  his  army 
without  being  checked  or  even  observed  by  Lord 
Wellington.  Finding  that  all  bis  efforts  to  force 
the  left  wing  of  the  allies  were  unavailing,  and 
fancying  that  his  repeated  attacks  in  that  quarter 
must  have  induced  Lord  Wellington  to  weaken 
greatly  his  right,  be  determined  to  move  in  that 
direction  ;  and  on  the  night  of  the  12th  of  Decem¬ 
ber  he  concentrated  bis  main  force  for  an  attack 
on  the  British  right.  Soult  was  slow  in  appre¬ 
ciating  the  promptitude  and  genius  of  his  opponent, 
yet  he  ought,  indeed,  to  have  learned  by  this  time  to 
entertain  a  higher  opinion  of  Wellington  than  to 
venture  a  movement  which  could  be  successful  only 
through  that  general’s  neglect  or  v  ant  of  skill. t 
The  British  commander  had  foreseen  precisely 
what  the  famed  French  marshal  would  do,  and 
had  provided  for  it  with  his  ordinary  decision,  and 
with  the  rapidity  which  a  thoroughly  disciplined 
army,  well  in  hand,  enables  a  general  to  use.  In 
expectation  of  this  attack,  his  lordship  had  re¬ 
quested  Beresford  to  reinforce  Hill,  whose  corps 
was  more  particularly  menaced,  with  the  sixth 
division,  which  crossed  the  river  Nive  at  daylight; 
and  he  further  reinforced  Hill  by  the  fourth  divi¬ 
sion  and  two  brigades  of  the  third.  But  it  was 
found  on  trial  that,  without  these  reinforcements. 
Hill  could  have  withstood  the  attack.  Having 
passed  large  forces  through  Bayonne  and  the  en¬ 
trenched  camp  during  the  night,  Soult,  moving 
along  the  high  road  from  Bayonne,  with  30,000 
men,  fell  upon  Hill’s  position,  then  held  by  13,000 
men,  on  the  morning  of  the  13th.  At  first  the  massy 
columns  of  the  French  centre  seemed  to  he  gaining 
some  ground ;  but  they  were  soon  fiercely  repulsed. 
Soult  then  essayed  an  attack  on  Hill’s  right;  and 
there,  too,  the  semblance  of  a  first  success  was  fol¬ 
lowed  by  a  repulse,  defeat,  and  loss.  “  Hill,”  said 
Wellington,  “  the  day  is  all  your  own  !”  Soult,  in 
despair,  drew  oft’  his  remaining  troops  and  retired 
into  his  entrenched  camp.  Nothing  of  importance 
occurred  during  the  few  remaining  days  of  the  year 
1813,  for  the  allied  army  had  need  of  rest  and  of 
reinforcements ;  and  it  went  into  winter-quarters 
for  five  or  six  weeks — if  so  comfortable  a  name  as 
‘  winter-quarters’  can  he  given  to  the  positions  and 
lodgings  the  troops  occupied.  The  allies  had  lost 
between  the  9tli  and  the  13th  of  December  alone 

*  Dispatches,  letter  to  Colonel  Torrens. 

f  II.  15,  UobLnsou,  Memoirs  of  Picton. 
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G50  in  killed,  3901  in  wounded,  and  504  in  miss¬ 
ing  ;  and  in  the  combats  which  had  preceded  their 
passing  the  Nive  their  loss  had  been  very  consider¬ 
able.  But  Soult’s  loss  had  been  far  more  terrible ; 
Wellington  roughly  estimated  it  at  three  times  that 
of  the  allies.  During  all  these  late  operations  the 
troops  liad  had  to  struggle  against  the  worst  weather 
and  the  worst  roads.  “  I  never,”  said  the  British 
general,  “  saw  such  weather,  such  roads,  or  such 
a  country!”  The  total  number  of  the  wounded 
and  the  sick,  and  of  men  actually  worn  out  by  in¬ 
cessant  fatigue  and  exposure  to  wet  and  cold,  Avas 
large  in  the  allied  camps  ;  and  not  only  were  the 
Spaniards  and  the  Portuguese,  but  the  British 
troops  also,  miserably  supplied  with  comforts  and 
clothing.  Many  of  our  men  had  no  great-coats, 
thousands  of  them  had  no  shoes  !  There  were 
shoes  and  great-coats,  and  comforts  of  other  kinds, 
in  the  magazines  at  Portsmouth,  Plymouth,  and 
other  places;  but  through  gross  mismanagement 
they  were  not  sent  in  time  to  the  places  where  they 
w'ere  w'anted  ;  and  where  brave  men  w'ere  dying  for 
the  want  of  them.  Everything  that  a  general  com¬ 
manding  in  the  field  could  do,  and  far  more  than 
ever  British  general  did  before,  Avas  done  by  Lord 
Wellington  ;  but  there  were  certain  capital  defects 
in  our  regulations  at  home,  in  our  transport-service, 
and  in  other  departments,  Avhich  he  could  not  re¬ 
medy  : — and  to  all  this  must,  in  fairness,  be  added, 
the  immense  drain  Avhich  Avas  making  or  had  re¬ 
cently  been  made  on  our  military  stores,  clothing, 
&c.  by  the  Dutch,  the  ITanoverians,  and  other  in- 
surged  ]mtriots  in  Germany.  Stern  Picton  sighed 
for  20,()00  more  British  troops,  Avith  Avhich  he 
doubted  not  that  Wellington  might  now  march 
into  the  heart  of  France;  but  no  reinforcement 
Avas  sent. 

While  the  grand  allied  army  under  Wellington 
had  been  gathering  all  these  laurels,  the  badly- 
organised  expedition  Avhich  had  been  sent  from 
Sicily  and  from  the  Balearic  islands  to  the  coast 
of  Spain,  and  Avhich  had  been  under  the  command 
of  so  many  generals  in  a  short  space  of  time,  had 
done  nothing  to  reflect  honour  on  British  arms. 
But  this  fault  lay  more  Avith  the  British  govern¬ 
ment,  and  the  Spanish  commanders  and  function¬ 
aries,  and  the  bad  composition  of  most  of  the 
auxiliaries  or  mercenaries  Avhich  Lord  William 
Bentinck  had  sent  doAvn  from  Sicily,  than  Avith  the 
British  generals  Avho,  one  after  the  other,  had  the 
misfortune  to  command  such  troops  and  to  serve 
under  such  disadvantageous  and  perplexing  cir¬ 
cumstances.  There  was  failure — i)erhaps  there 
Avas  disgrace :  but  this  great  consideration  is  ever 
to  be  borne  in  mind — but  for  the  presence  of  this 
allied  force  on  the  eastern  coast  and  in  Catalonia, 
Suchet,  the  most  successful  of  all  the  French 
generals  in  the  i’cninsula,  might  have  started  from 
Valencia,  have  traversed  the  breadth  of  Spain,  and 
either  have  joined  .lourdan  and  King  Joseph  with 
30,()()0  fighting  men  before  the  disastrous  and 
decisive  battle  of  Vittoria,  or  have  joined  Soult 
Avhen  he  had  forced  his  Avay  back  into  Spain 
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through  the  Pyrenean  passes,  and  was  hammering 
at  the  allies  in  order  to  force  his  AA-ay  onAvard  to 
Pamplona.  It  was  not  Mina  with  his  guerrillas, 
it  Avas  not  any  disposable  force  the  Spaniards  had 
on  foot,  that  could  have  prevented  Suchet’s  move¬ 
ments  any’Avhere  between  Valencia  and  Navarre. 
After  the  command  of  the  allied  forces  in  the  East 
had  been  tossed  from  hand  to  hand  like  a  shuttle¬ 
cock,  it  Avas  given  to  Major-General  Sir  John 
Murray,  who  Avas  considered  an  officer  of  spirit 
and  of  considerable  ability.  iMurray  found  that 
the  morale  of  this  heterogeneous  corps  d' aiince 
was  exceedingly  bad,  and  that  fierce  jealousies  and 
quarrels  were  raging  betAveen  the  British  and 
Spanish  soldiery,  and  between  the  latter  and  the 
Sicilian  and  Calabrian  corps  in  our  pay.  Being, 
however,  ashamed  of  the  long  inaction  at  Alicante, 
Sir  John  Murray,  early  in  March  of  the  present 
year  (more  than  tAvo  months  before  Lord  Welling¬ 
ton  commenced  his  brilliant  advance  from  his  Por¬ 
tuguese  cantonments),  moved  into  the  mountainous 
district  of  Castalla,  drove  Suchet’s  outposts  before 
him,  and  placed  his  OAvn  advanced  posts  about 
Biar.  By  a  corresponding  movement  the  Spanish 
general,  Elio,  acting  in  the  open  country  on  Mur¬ 
ray’s  left,  got  to  Yecla  and  Villena,  leaving  an 
open  gap  between  these  tAvo  places.  In  April, 
Suchet  took  the  field  in  force;  on  the  11th  his 
general,  Harispe,  surprised  the  Spaniards  at  Yecla, 
beat  them  soundly,  and  killed  or  took  1500  of 
them.  Other  French  divisions  had  entered  the 
gap  which  Elio  had  left  open  to  them,  and  so,  on 
the  very  next  day,  an  entire  Spanish  regiment,  cut 
off  and  shut  up  in  the  castle  of  Villena  without  the 
proper  means  of  defence,  beat  the  charnade  and 
surrendered.  On  this  same  day,  the  12th  of  April, 
Suchet  marched  against  the  advanced  post  Avhich 
Sir  John  Murray  had  established  in  the  pass  of 
Biar,  drove  it  in,  and  captured  two  mountain  guns. 
Then,  rushing  through  the  pass,  but  with  only 
three  divisions  of  infantry  and  two  brigades  of 
cavalry,  Suchet,  on  the  13th,  attacked  Sir  John 
Murray,  who  had  chosen  and  occupied  an  excellent 
position  in  the  mountainous  country  of  Castalla. 
The  French  reached  the  upper  slope  of  the  moun¬ 
tain  ;  but  a  close  steady  volley  from  the  British 
27th,  and  a  bayonet-charge  by  the  same  regiment, 
drove  them  doAvn  again  Avith  considerable  loss. 
Some  of  the  Spaniards  behaved  Avell,  and  sup¬ 
ported  this  charge  of  the  27th,  Avhich  so  disheart¬ 
ened  Suchet  that  he  made  no  second  attempt,  but 
retreated  immediately  through  the  pass  of  Biar, 
and  thence  by  the  road  by  which  he  had  advanced. 
This  Avas  the  first  opportunity  Suchet  had  had  of 
seeing  Avhat  could  be  done  by  the  muskets  and 
bayonets  of  a  single  British  regiment.  Just  at  this 
moment,  OAving  to  some  absurd  apprehensions  on 
the  part  of  Lord  William  Bentinck  and  our  mi¬ 
nisters  at  home,  that  Murat  might  invade  Sicily 
Avith  part  of  the  Neapolitan  army,  and  place  that 
island  in  jeopardy,  2000  British  troops  Avere  Avilh- 
draAvn  and  sent  back  to  Sicily.*  If  Sir  John 

•  Tliuso  iiin)rolieusions  were  iiuleed  absurd,  and  for  moro  reasons 
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Murray  rvas  far  too  weak  before,  this  draft  and 
deduction  must  have  made  him,  if  not  helpless, 
incapable  of  any  further  field  operations  in  this 
part  of  Spain.  Urged  by  the  Spaniards,  wdio 
made  promises  which  they  never  kept,  and  anxious 
to  get  Suchet  farther  from  his  own  line  of  opera¬ 
tions,  and  out  of  the  fertile  and  spiritless  province 
of  Valencia,  Lord  Wellington,  in  May,  as  he  was 
beginning  to  move  from  the  frontiers  of  Portugal, 
instructed  Sir  John  Murray  to  embark  his  forces 
at  Alicante,  to  convey  them  to  the  coast  of  Cata¬ 
lonia,  and  there  to  possess  himself,  if  possible,  of 
Tarragona,  or  some  other  maritime  fortress,  and 
then  co-operate  with  the  Catalan  armies  or  in¬ 
surgents.  Doubting,  however,  the  superiority  of 
the  French  forces,  and  wishing,  in  any  ease,  to 
make  Sir  John  Murray’s  movements  advantageous 
to  the  allies,  Wellington  instructed  Sir  John,  in 
the  event  of  Suchet’s  coming  upon  him  in  force 
before  he  should  have  captured  a  stronghold  in 
Catalonia,  to  re- embark  his  forces  with  all  possible 
expedition,  return  to  Valencia,  and  there  fall  upon 
the  French  line  on  the  Xucar,  before  Suchet, 
whose  troops  must  have  a  long  and  fatiguing  land- 
march,  should  have  time  to  reinforce  those  lines.* 
In  case  of  these  last  movements  being  made,  a 
Spanish  force,  under  the  command  of  the  Duque 
del  Parque,  was  to  approach  the  Xucar,  and  co¬ 
operate  with  Sir  John  Murray  in  his  attack  on  the 
French  lines.  Sailing  from  Alicante  on  the  31st 
of  May,  Murray  came  to  anchor  off  Tarragona  on 
the  evening  of  the  2nd  of  June.  The  troops  were 
landed  the  next  morning,  and  by  the  afternoon  of 
the  3rd  Tarragona  was  invested.  The  French 
garrison  did  not  exceed  700  men;  but  they  had 
abandoned  and  destroyed  the  extensive  outer  works, 
which  would  have  demanded  a  great  force  for  their 

than  one.  Early  in  the  year,  when  Murat  was  quarrelling  violently 
with  his  imperial  and  most  imperious  brother-in-law,  and  was  re¬ 
fusing  to  join  him  in  the  German  war,  overtures  for  a  separate  accom¬ 
modation  with  England  were  made  to  Lord  William  Bentinck  by  or 
on  the  part  of  Murat.  A  certain  llioardo  Jones,  an  Englishman  ity 
liirth,  but  who  bad  resided  fur  so  long  a  series  of  years  at  Naples  as  to 
be  rather  more  of  a  Neapolitan  than  Englishman,  was  secretly  sent 
to  a  rendezvous  appointed  by  Lord  William  (the  island  of  Eonza),  to 
propose  the  conditions  on  which  Mnrat  would  declare  for  the  allies 
and  against  Eouaparte.  These  secret  conferences,  indeed,  did  not,  for 
the  present,  lead  to  any  arrangement ;  but  before  the  2000  British 
troops  withdrawn  from  the  eastern  coast  of  Spain  reached  Sicily,  it 
had  become  evident  that  Bonaparte  must  be  beaten  by  the  allies  in 
Saxotiy;  and  hence,  and  from  other  atlronts  received  (because  he 
could  not  do  with  a  weak  and  defective  cavalry  what  he  had  done  in 
former  days  with  the  veterans  who  had  perished  in  Russia),  Murat 
was  again  devising  how  he  might  best  make  terras  with  his  neigh¬ 
bours  life  Lnglish  in  Sicily,  and  be  admitted  a  member  of  the  great 
European  confederacy.  And  this  moment  the  Calabrians  and  the 
inhabitants  of  other  provinces  were  deserting  tlieir  homes  and  flying 
over  to  Sicily  to  escape  the  French  tyranny,  to  breathe  the  air  of 
liberty  under  the  old  Bourbons,  and  to  implore  them  and  the  Eng- 
lisli  to  undertake  an  expedition.  An  infernal  act  of  treachery 
had  provoked  this  emigration.  General  Jannelli,  a  worthy  associate 
of  Maiihes,  fearing  to  proceed  openly  against  a  Calabrian  named 
Capnbianco,  the  chief  of  a  vendila  or  lodge  of  Carbonari,  captain  of 
tlie  Urban  militia,  and  a  young  man  possessing  property,  courage, 
aud  great  popularity  among  his  countrymen,  invited  him  to  a  public 
dinner,  receixed  him  w  ith  smiles,  drank  to  him  at  table,  and  then, 
when  the  <liuner  was  over,  threw  his  gensdarmes  upon  him,  and  had 
him  brought  before  one  of  Manhes’s  military  tribunals,  which  instantly 
condemned  him  to  death. —  Genei'ale Pietro  Collettn,  Sturia  di  Napoli, 
— Private  information  collected  in  the  country y  and  f\'om  some  persons 
who  were  engaged  in  these  transactions. 

*  “  You  tell  me,'*  said  Lord  Wellington  to  Murray,  that  the  line 
of  the  Xucar,  which  covers  Valencia,  is  too  strong  to  force  ;  turn  it 
then  by  the  ocean,  assail  the  rear  of  the  enemy,  and  he  will  weaken 
his  strong  line  to  protect  his  communication  ;  or  he  will  give  you  an 
opportunity  to  establish  a  new  line  of  operations  behind  him.” — DiS‘ 
patches. 


I  defence,  and  they  had  improved  the  inner  works, 

!  within  the  narrower  compass  of  wliich  their  whole 
force  was  concentrated.  Instead  of  attackinst  the 
place  at  once.  Sir  John  fell  upon  Fort  Balaguer, 
at  some  distance,  which  commanded  the  only  road 
that  leads  from  Tortosa  (where  the  French  had 
another  garrison)  to  Tarragona.  This  fort  was 
reduced,  and  the  80  Frenchmen  who  defended  it 
were  made  prisoners.  On  the  6th,  Murray  opened 
two  batteries  upon  Tarragona ;  on  the  7th  he 
opened  a  third  battery;  on  the  8th  there  was  a 
practicable  breach,  but  he  did  not  storm,  waiting 
till  another  breach  should  be  made  in  the  body  of 
the  place,  which  was  not  assailed,  by  two  heavy 
batteries,  before  the  11th,  and  by  this  time  a 
French  relieving  army,  composed  entirely  of  ve¬ 
terans,  was  almost  upon  him.  Suchet,  as  Lord 
Wellington  anticipated,  had  quitted  Valencia  as 
soon  as  he  learned  that  Murray  was  going  from  Ali¬ 
cante  ;  he  had  weakened  his  lines  on  the  Xucar,  in 
order  to  carry  a  great  force  with  him  into  Catalonia. 
He  reached  Tortosa  on  the  9th;  but,  finding  that 
Fort  Balaguer  had  surrendered,  and  that  his  direct 
road  was  thus  cut  off,  he  left  his  artillery  at  Tortosa, 
and  with  a  division  of  infantry  struck  across  the 
mountains,  to  reach  Tarragona  by  a  circuitous 
route.  At  the  same  time  General  Maurice  Mathicu 
was  advancing  rapidly  along  the  coast  from  Bar¬ 
celona  with  a  French  division  and  artillery.  But 
it  should  appear  that  all  communication  between 
Suchet  and  Maurice  Mathieu  was  interrupted  ;  that 
neither  of  them  knew  the  force  or  intention  of  the 
other,  or  what  the  other  was  doing ;  that  botli 
these  French  generals  wavered  and  began  move¬ 
ments  of  retreat;  that  Suchet,  not  aware  of  the 
advance  of  Mathieu,  feared  to  engage  Murray 
without  artillery ;  that  Mathieu  thought  it  unsafe 
to  advance  alone ;  and  that,  at  one  moment,  Su¬ 
chet,  Mathieu,  and  Murray  w'ere  all  running  from 
one  another.  Double  spies,  who  took  pay  from 
both  parties,  told  Murray  that  the  French  were 
coming  from  the  east  and  from  the  west,  and  that 
the  forces  of  Suchet  and  Maurice  Mathieu  when 
united  v'ould  exceed  20,000  men.  Upon  this 
Murra}',  against  the  advice  and  violent  remon¬ 
strances  of  Admiral  Hallowell,  determined  to 
abandon  the  siege  of  Tarragona  and  to  seek  safety 
in  an  immediate  embarkation.  The  general  would 
consent  to  no  delay;  he  preferred  leaving  his  ar¬ 
tillery  behind  him  to  staying  to  face  the  French;  — 
and  he  embarked  his  forces  with  such  unsoldierly 
haste  that  he  actually  left  behind  him  nineteen 
pieces  of  artillery  in  the  trenches.  On  the  13th, 
and  again  on  the  14th,  he  threw  his  infantry  on 
shore  to  ])rotect  the  embarkation  of  some  lield- 
pieces,  and  in  the  hope  of  cutting  off  a  body  of  the 
enemy  which  had  now  approached  Fort  Balaguer. 
But  no  offensive  blow  could  he  struck,  and  the 
movements  excited  the  derision  of  the  French. 
On  the  I7th  Lord  William  Bentinck  arrived  from 
Sicily  and  took  the  chief  command  of  this  luck¬ 
less  army.  Fort  Balaguer  was  destroyed ;  and 
then,  in  conformity  with  Lord  Wellington’s  in- 
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strucsions,  BciFinck  led  the  disheartened  forces 
back  to  Alicante,  to  act  with  the  Diique  del  Parque 
upon- the  Xucar.  A  Spanish  corps  under  General 
Copons,  which  had  been  led  into  danger  by  Sir 
John  Murray,  who  requested  its  co-operation,  was 
left  in  a  perilous  predicament  by  Murray’s  pre¬ 
cipitate  retreat,  of  which,  it  is  said,  he  had  given 
General  Copons  no  notice  whatever.  This  Spanish 
corps,  however,  escaped  into  the  mountains.  At 
the  close  of  the  war  Sir  John  was  tried,  in  Eng¬ 
land,  by  court-martial.  He  was  acquitted  of  all 
intentional  disobedience  of  orders,  but  found  guilty 
of  abandoning  artillery  and  stores  which  he  might 
have  carried  off.  His  conduct  was  attributed  to 
an  error  in  judgment,  and  his  sentence  was  merely 
that  he  should  be  admonished ;  and  this  sentence, 
gentle  as  it  was,  was  never  inflicted.* 

On  reaching  Alicante  Lord  William  Bentinck 
immediately  advanced  and  joined  del  Parque,  who 
was  true  to  his  appointment,  but  who  had  not  been 
able  to  bring  with  him  so  great  a  Spanish  force  as 
had  been  e.xpected.  But  laurels  grew  nowhere  for 
this  army  ;  there  w’as  no  longer  any  necessity  for 
fighting  on  the  Xucar,  as,  in  consequence  of  the 
great  battle  of  Vittoria,  the  French  withdrew  their 
posts,  and  cleared  out  of  Valencia  early  in  July. 
Sachet  drew  his  troops  into  Catalonia,  leaving, 
however,  strong  garrisons  in  Murviedro,  Denia, 
Peniscola,  and  other  places,  some  to  the  south,  and 
some  to  the  north  of  the  Ebro.  Bentinck  followed 
the  retiring  French,  crossed  the  Ebro  by  flying 
bridges,  and  invested  Tarragona  on  the  30th  of 
July.  But  before  ground  was  broken  Suchet  ad¬ 
vanced  to  the  relief  with  more  than  20,000  men. 
Lord  William  Bentinck,  who,  at  first,  had  been 
deceived  into  the  belief  that  he  might  trust  to  the 
Spanish  troops,  was  convinced  by  this  time  that 
such  confidence  would  be  misplaced  and  dan¬ 
gerous  ;  and,  considering  that  his  other  forces  were 
not  sufficiently  strong  to  contend  \\ith  Suchet’s 
veteran  army,  he  fell  back  upon  Cambils.  Upon 
this  Suchet  relieved  and  removed  the  French  gar¬ 
rison,  destroyed  the  works,  together  with  a  part  of 
the  town  of  Tarragona,  and  retreated  behind  the 
Llobregat.  This  was  in  the  middle  of  August. 
The  allies  now  entered  the  desolate  city,  and  made 
the  convenient  port  of  Tarragona  the  rendezvous 
of  the  British  fleet.  Early  in  September  Ben¬ 
tinck  advanced  to  Villa  Franca,  and  pushed  for¬ 
ward  to  Ordal  a  mixed  corps  of  British,  Sicilians, 
Calabrians,  and  Spaniards.  On  the  night  of  the 
12th  and  13rh  the  French  surprised  and  defeated 
this  advanced  corps,  took  their  four  guns,  killed, 
wounded,  or  captured  about  1000  men,  and  drove 
the  rest  in  confusion  back  upon  Lord  William 
Bentinck  s  main  body.  On  the  following  day 
Suchet,  in  force,  drove  the  whole  of  the  hetero¬ 
geneous  allied  army  from  Villa  Franca.  The 
French  marshal  then  retired  again  to  the  line  of 
the  Llobregat.  Sliortly  after  these  ojierations 
Lord  WTlliam  Bentinck  returned  to  his  political 
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and  diplomatic  duties  in  Sicily.  He  was  succeeded 
in  the  command  by  General  W.  Clinton,  who 
found  this  allied  army  of  the  east  in  and  near 
Tarragona,  doing  nothing  and  incapable  of  doing 
much  ;  and  Clinton,  like  every  one  of  his  prede¬ 
cessors,  soon  became  very  desirous  of  quitting  the 
command  of  it.  But  Lord  IVellington,  whose  ex¬ 
pectations  from  this  quarter  had  always  been  very 
moderate,  and  who  was  satisfied  that  Clinton 
would  do  the  most  that  could  be  done,  requested 
him  to  remain,  and  wait  the  successful  progress  of 
the  war  on  the  side  of  the  Pyrenees.  Clinton  re¬ 
paired  the  defences  of  Tarragona,  and  towards  tlie 
end  of  September  he  advanced  to  Villa  Franca, 
making  a  display  of  force  which  imposed  upon  the 
French  and  made  them  believe  that  he  was  far 
stronger  than  he  really  was.  Once  Suchet  at¬ 
tempted  to  surprise  him  ;  but  he  failed  completelv. 
In  the  month  of  December,  upon  intelligence  that 
some  German  battalions  near  Bayonne  had  de¬ 
serted  from  Soult  to  Wellington,  and  still  more  in 
consequence  of  the  universal  rising  of  the  ])eople 
in  Germany  against  Bonaparte,  Suchet  was  obliged 
to  disarm  all  his  German  regiments,  and  to  send 
them,  well  guarded,  into  France.  At  the  same 
time  some  of  Suchei’s  Italian  battalions  were  re¬ 
called  to  Italy  to  assist  in  stopping  the  Austrians 
in  the  passes  of  the  Aljis,  and  some  of  his  best 
French  soldiers  were  drafted  off  to  fill  the  fright¬ 
ful  gaps  which  had  been  made  in  Bonaparte’s 
imperial  guards  on  the  field  of  Leipzig  and  in 
other  battles  in  Germany.  Still,  however,  after 
every  deduction,  Suchet  retained  in  Catalonia  a 
force  in  every  way  superior  to  that  of  the  allies 
under  Clinton  and  the  Spanish  generals  who  had 
engaged  to  co-operate  with  him,  l)ut  who,  for  the 
most  part,  preferred  the  pursuit  of  little  plans  of 
their  own.  When  Clinton  proposed  to  invest 
Barcelona  the  Spaniards  refused  to  assist  him  j 
and  the  year  closed  without  any  exploit. 

In  other  quarters  nearly  every  day  of  this  year 
had  been  a  day  of  crisis.  On  his  return  to  Paris, 
on  the  night  of  the  18th  of  December,  1812,  Bona¬ 
parte  found  that  consjnracies  had  liroken  out  even 
in  his  capital  during  his  absence  in  Russia ;  that 
in  many  parts  of  France  the  people  had  testified 
great  joy  at  the  several  times  falsely  reported  news 
of  his  death;  that  discontent  or  absolute  disaffection 
had  shown  itself  in  different  directions,  and  among 
various  classes ;  and  that  some  of  his  marshals  and 
generals  were  not  exempted  from  the  suspicions  of 
his  secret  police.  The  senate  and  the  corps  legis- 
lalif,  however,  seemed  as  submissive  as  ever  ;  and 
with  the  aid  of  their  votes,  tongues,  and  pens  he 
proceeded  to  recruit  his  wasted  army  by  fresli 
conscriptions,  and  to  restore  his  finances  by  fresh 
and  unprecedented  taxes.  To  the  few  who  ven¬ 
tured  to  murmur  he  said  that  he  had  been  beaten 
only  by  the  elements  and  by  unforeseen  accidents; 
that  the  hundreds  of  thousands  tiiat  were  at  rest 
under  the  snows  of  Russia  had  acquired  as  much 
glory  for  the  country  as  the  always  successful 
armies  of  former  days;  that,  if  he  did  not  now 
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meet  the  Russians  on  the  northern  frontiers  of 
Germany,  the  sacred  frontiers  of  France  would  be 
invaded  by  Russians,  Prussians,  Austrians,  and 
the  armies  of  all  Europe  ;  that  he  had  not  forgotten 
his  craft,  and  would  still  beat  the  enemy  at  a  dis¬ 
tance  if  he  were  properly  supported  j  and,  finally, 
that  he  could  do  better  without  the  French  than 
the  French  could  do  without  him.  The  new  con¬ 
scriptions  were  enforced  with  the  utmost  rigour; 
the  militia  or  national  guards  were  drafted  into  the 
skeleton  battalions  of  the  regular  army ;  some  of 
the  guards  and  other  troops  M’ere,  as  we  have  seen, 
immediately  recalled  from  Spain ;  the  sailors  of 
the  useless  French  lleets  were  regimented  and  sent 
to  serve  on  land — no  possible  means  were  neglected 
to  swell  the  military  force,  and  to  enable  the  foiled 
conqueror  of  nearly  all  Europe  to  retrieve  his  for¬ 
tunes  by  one  tremendous  and  decisive  campaign. 
And  to  such  an  amount  were  his  forces  swollen 
that,  in  the  year  1813,  Bonaparte  had  (counting 
all  his  troops,  in  all  quarters,  and  of  all  services) 
from  700,000  to  800,000  men  under  arms.  Out 
of  this  number  he  collected  in  Germany,  early  in 
the  spring,  an  army  of  350,000.  But  not  even 
the  French,  with  all  their  alacrity  and  proneness 
for  the  military  profession,  can  be  turned  into  good 
soldiers  in  a  few  months.  This  army  could  not 
be  compared  to  that  which  had  perished  in  Russia 
and  in  Poland;  the  veteran  regiments  lost  their 
character  through  the  large  intermi.vture  of  con¬ 
scripts  and  militia,  and  many  of  the  new  bat¬ 
talions  were  not  much  belter  than  any  common 
untried  militia  corps.  The  cavalry,  which  requires 
a  long  and  careful  training,  was  very  defective  : 
the  pride  of  the  French  cavalry,  which  Murat,  the 
most  brilliant  of  cavalry  generals,  had  so  often  led 
to  victory,  was  no  more,  and,  what  was  next  in 
consequence  to  this  arm,  Murat  now  refused  to 
quit  Naples  to  take  the  command  of  it.  After 
many  jealousies  and  quarrels  the  rupture  between 
the  two  brothers-in-law  w'as  completed  by  the  late 
Russian  disasters:  Bonaparte  vilified  the  military 
conduct  of  Murat  during  the  retreat  from  Moscow, 
and,  forgetting  how  speedily  he  himself  had  aban¬ 
doned  the  wreck  of  that  army,  he  accused  Murat 
of  having  quitted  the  army  too  soon  and  in  a  das¬ 
tardly  manner.  He  treated  the  hero  of  a  hundred 
battles,  whose  head  and  body  were  seamed  with 
wounds,  as  a  poltroon  ;  and  he  contrasted  his  con¬ 
duct  during  the  flight  from  Moscow’  with  that  of 
Eugene  Beauharnais,  the  viceroy  of  Italy,  who 
had,  indeed,  conducted  himself  admirably  on  that 
fatal  retreat.  The  crowned  son  of  the  innkeeper, 
who  had  carved  out  his  own  fortune  w  ith  his  sabre, 
always  considered  the  son  of  the  guillotined  Mar¬ 
quis  de  Beauharnais  as  a  courtly  young  man  who 
had  owed  his  fortunes  to  his  mother  Josephine,  and 
to  his  own  suppleness  and  submissiveness  of  be¬ 
haviour.  As  an  Italian  potentate  Murat  had  long 
been  jealous  of  his  neighbour  the  viceroy  of 
Italv;  but  to  compare  that  viceroy  with  him  as  a 
soldier  w'as  to  inflict  an  insult  which  his  Majesty 
of  Naples  could  not  bear.  Some  furious  corre¬ 
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spondence  between  the  emperor  and  his  brother- 
in-law  *  was  succeeded,  on  the  part  of  Murat,  by 
overtures  for  a  friendly  correspondence  with  the 
English  in  Sicily,  w  hich  was  soon  afterwards  com¬ 
menced  by  Murat,  who  hoped  that,  by  a  timely 
defection  from  the  Emperor  of  the  French  and  a 
treaty  with  the  allied  powers  of  Euro])e,  he  might 
secure  to  himself  and  his  descendants  the  Neapo¬ 
litan  throne.  The  absence  of  his  person  and 
prestige  would  have  been  felt  on  the  plains  of 
Saxony.  But  Murat’s  wife,  Carolina  Bonajiarte 
(who  most  of  all  the  family  resembled  h.er  brother 
Napoleon),  made  use  of  her  great  influence  over 
the  weak  and  undecided  mind  of  her  husband  ; 
and  Marshal  Ney,  police-minister  Fouche,  and 
other  Frenchmen  wrote  argumentative  and  flatter¬ 
ing  letters  to  prove  that  the  fate  of  King  Joachim 
was  inseparably  linked  with  that  of  the  Emperor 
Napoleon,  and  to  declare  that  the  whole  French 
army  desired  to  see  him  among  them,  while  the 
French  cavalry  was  impatiently  demanding  their 
old  heroic  leader.  Yielding  to  all  these  and  othcr 
influences  Murat  w’ent  into  Germany  ;  but  it  was 
with  a  doubting  head  and  an  unwilling  heart. 
There  was  also  a  visible  shyness  among  many  of 
the  veteran  officers,  and  more  particularly  among 
such  as  had  gained  titles,  decorations,  great  estates, 
and  abundance  of  money.  Many  of  these  were 
getting  on  the  verge  of  old  age,  and  all  wished  to 
enjoy  the  fruits  of  their  labours  and  dangers.  One 
of  this  class  had  exclaimed,  with  a  coarse  oath,  as 
far  back  as  the  campaign  of  1809,  which  saw 
Marshal  Lannes  and  many  other  officers  of  tlie 
highest  rank  numbered  with  the  slain — “  This 
little  rascal  will  never  stop  until  he  gets  us  all 
killed — all  !”|  Bernadette  gave  to  the  Emperor 

*  Bonaparte,  in  the  fury  of  lus  passion,  wrote  a  letter  to  his  sister 
Carolina,  in  which  he  tohl  her  in  plain  terms  that  her  husband, 
Murat,  was  an  ungrateful  scoundrel,  a  liar,  traitor,  and  (in  politics) 
a  fool ;  S  lid  that  he  was  unworthy  of  his  close  family  connexion  with 
liim,  the  emperor,  &e.  To  this  Murat  replied  w  iih  equal  pas&ioii,  “The 
wound  on  my  honour  is  inflicted,  and  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  your 
majesty  to  he.il  it.  You  have  insulted  an  old  companion  in  arms, 
faithful  to  you  in  your  dangers,  not  a  small  means  of  your  victories, 
a  supporter  of  your  greatness,  and  the  reviver  of  your  wandering  cou¬ 
rage  on  the  18th  Brumaire.  Your  majesty  says  that,  when  one  lias  the 
honour  to  belong  to  your  i7/wytriW  family,  one  ought  to  do  nothing 
to  hazard  its  intere>t's  or  obscure  its  splendour.  And  I,  sire,  tell  yon 
ill  reply,  that  your  family  received  from  me  quite  as  much  honour  as 
it  gave  in  uniting  me  in  matrimony  with  Carolina.  A  thousand 
times,  though  a  king,  I  sigh  after  the  days  when,  as  a  plain  officer,  I 
had  superiors,  but  no  masier.  Having  become  a  king,  but  finding 
myself  in  this  supreme  rank  tyrannised  over  by  your  majesty  and 
domineered  over  in  niv  own  family,  I  have  felt  mure  than  ever  the 
need  of  independence,  the  thirst  of  liberty.  Thus  you  afflict,  tlius  you 
sacrifice  to  your  suspicion  the  men  most  faithful  to  you  and  llie  men 
who  have  best  served  you  in  the  stupendous  road  of  your  fortuiie  ; 
thus  Fouche  Ins  been  immolated  by  Savary,  Talleyrand  sacrificed  to 
(ffiampagny,  Champagny  himself  to  Bassano  (Maret),  an<l  Murat  to 
Beauharnais — to  Beauharnais.  who  lias  with  you  the  merit  of  mu'e 
obedience,  and  that  other  merit  (more  gratilving  to  you  because  more 
servile)  of  having  cheerfully  announced  to  the  senate  of  France  your 
repudiation  of  his  own  mother.  I  can  no  longer  deny  to  my  jieople 
some  restoration  of  commerce,  some  remedy  for  the  terrilde  evil>  in¬ 
flicted  on  them  by  the  maritime  w  ar.  hVom  what  I  have  said  of  your 
majesty  and  of  myself,  it  results  that  our  mutual  old  confidence  and 
faith  are  gone.  Your  majesty  will  do  what  you  most  like,  but  wliat- 
ever  may  be  your  wrongs  tow  ards  me,  I  am  still  your  brother  and  i'aiih- 
ful  brother-in-law — Joachim.”—  Oene.rale  P.  Colleiia,  Stui-ia  di  Napoli, 

We  know,  upon  other  authority,  that  a  letter  quite  as  pungent  was 
written  and  sent;  but  from  what  we  know  of  poor  Murat’s  lileraiy 
acquirements  (he  could  never  spell  either  French  or  Italian,  or  speak 
even  his  own  language  with  tolerable  grammatical  correctness),  we 
much  doubt  whether  he  could  have  written  this  letter  him»clf.  It 
w  as  said  to  be  perfectly  well  known  in  a  certain  ciicle  at  Naples  who 
it  was  that  composed  the  stinging  epistle  for  him. 

f  Bouniciiue. 
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of  Russia  a  list  of  disaflfected  French  officers,  and 
this  list  included  the  names  of  Massena,  Augereau, 
and  several  other  marshals. 

On  the  23rd  of  March  the  corps  legislatif  de¬ 
clared  to  their  emperor  in  a  most  flattering  address 
that  all  that  they  and  the  French  nation  had  done 
or  could  do  for  him  was  too  little ;  they  thanked  him 
for  the  sacrifices  which  he  had  called  upon  them 
to  make  for  the  preservation  of  his  dynasty  ;  and 
they  promised  him  an  unlimited  assistance — une 
assistance  sans  homes.  Bonaparte  in  his  reply 
told  the  president  and  messieurs  les  deputes  that 
the  French  had  entirely  justified  the  opinion  he 
had  always  had  of  them ;  that  he  had  been  called 
by  Providence  and  the  will  of  the  nation  to  con¬ 
stitute  the  great  French  empire ;  that  his  march 
had  been  gradual,  uniform,  analogous  to  the  spirit 
of  events  and  the  interests  of  his  people;  that  in 
a  few  years  more  his  great  work  would  be  com¬ 
pleted  and  consolidated ;  that  all  his  designs,  all 
his  enterprises,  had  but  one  object,  the  prosperity 
of  the  French  empire,  which  he  wished  to  remove 
for  ever  from  English  law  or  dictation  ;  that  the 
world  must  be  astonished  at  the  rapidity  and  tran¬ 
quillity  with  which  his  recent  and  immense  losses 
had  been  filled  up,  and  would  judge  thereby  of 
what  efforts  the  French  would  be  capable  if  the 
necessity  should  ever  occur  of  their  defending  their 
own  territory  or  the  independence  of  his  crown; 
that  he  was  soon  going  to  put  himself  at  the  head 
of  his  troops  and  confound  his  enemies  ;  and  that 
in  no  negotiation  and  in  no  case  whatsoever  would 
he  permit  the  integrity  of  the  French  empire  to  be 
put  in  question,  or  listen  to  any  proposition  for 
surrendering  any  of  the  conquests  which  France 
had  made.  He  concluded  with  promising  them  a 
grand  show  and  solemnity.  “  As  soon,”  said  he, 
“  as  the  cares  of  war  will  allow  us  a  moment  of 
repose,  we  will  call  you  back  to  this  capital,  toge¬ 
ther  with  the  notables  of  our  empire,  to  be  present 
at  the  coronation  of  the  empress,  our  well-beloved 
spouse,  and  of  the  hereditary  prince,  the  King  of 
Rome,  our  very  dear  son.  The  thought  of  this 
grand  solemnity,  at  once  religious  and  political, 
moves  my  heart !  I  will  hasten  the  epoch  in  order 
to  satisfy  the  desires  of  France.” 

Bonaparte  had  ever  been  jealous  of  any  extensive 
delegated  authority :  he  had  not  appointed  any  re¬ 
gency  in  1812  on  starting  for  the  hazardous  Russian 
campaign ;  but  the  recent  conspiracy  of  General 
Malet,  together  with  some  other  embarrassing  cir¬ 
cumstances,  and  the  artful  plan  of  pleasing  and 
flattering  his  party  among  the  Austrians,  now  de¬ 
termined  him  to  organise  a  government  in  Paris 
which  might  supply  his  personal  absence ;  and  to 
appoint  his  wife,  Maria  Louisa,  regent.  Upon 
his  demand,  the  senate,  on  the  2nd  of  February, 
issued  its  consultum ;  and  on  the  30th  of  March 
Bonaparte  conferred  the  regency  on  the  Emperor 
of  Austria’s  daughter.  This  certainly  gratified 
and  duped  many  of  the  French.  Could  it  be  ex¬ 
pected  that  the  Emperor  Francis  would  join  the 
enemies  of  his  son-in-law,  or  assail  a  country 
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actually  governed  by  his  own  child,  and  to  the 
throne  of  which  his  own  innocent  grandchild  was 
heir  ? 

On  the  15th  of  April  Bonaparte  quitted  for  the 
last  time  his  favourite  palace  of  St.  Cloud.  On 
the  evening  of  the  16th  he  was  at  Mayence,  where 
he  inspected  the  troops  and  had  an  interview  with 
several  of  the  German  princes  of  the  Confederation 
of  the  Rhine.  By  the  25th  he  was  at  Erfurt, 
where,  in  1807,  he  had  dazzled  and  fascinated  tlie 
young  Czar,  and  had  conferred  with  him  on  the 
mighty  project  of  dividing  Europe  into  two  em¬ 
pires,  with  Alexander  on  the  throne  of  the  one  and 
Napoleon  on  the  throne  of  the  other. 

The  Emperor  Alexander  had  lost  little  time  in 
putting  his  armies  in  the  track  of  the  fugitive 
enemy.  He  took  the  field  himself  in  the  very 
midst  of  that  horrible  winter,  and  flew  in  sledges 
over  the  snow  from  Petersburgh  to  Wilna,  where, 
on  the  22nd  of  December,  1812,  his  now  concen¬ 
trated  army  and  his  hordes  of  Cossacks  saluted 
him  with  the  most  enthusiastic  hurrahs.  From 
Wilna  the  Russian  army  advanced  in  two  grand 
divisions,  the  one  taking  the  direct  road  by  War¬ 
saw,  the  other  taking  the  road  by  Konigsberg  and 
the  northern  provinces  of  Prussia.  The  majority 
of  the  Poles  now  received  Alexander  as  a  deliverer ; 
the  Prussians,  with  so  many  wrongs  to  avenge 
upon  the  French,  welcomed  the  Russians  with 
transports  of  joy;  and  such  was  the  national  en¬ 
thusiasm  and  the  rage  against  Bonaparte  that  no 
attempts  of  the  Prussian  king  and  government 
could  possibly  have  prevented  or  delayed  the  junc¬ 
tion  of  the  Prussian  with  the  Russian  troops. 
General  Yorck,who  commanded  the  20,000  Prus¬ 
sians  who  had  been  sent  to  serve  as  a  contingent 
force  in  the  invasion  of  Russia,  had  behaved  with 
rare  sincerity  and  moderation.  Fie  was  serving 
against  his  will  and  against  the  will  of  his  sove¬ 
reign,  he  was  serving  against  the  dearest  interests 
of  his  country ;  and,  when  the  retreat  from  Mos¬ 
cow  became  a  debacle,  he  was  so  placed,  in  the 
line  of  retreat,  that  if  he  had  only  moved  his  corps 
the  French  loss  must  have  been  still  more  fright¬ 
fully  increased,  wdiile  if  he  had  turned  his  arms 
against  them,  and  had  fallen  upon  them  in  their 
confusion — as  many  of  his  officers  and  nearly  all 
his  men  wished  him  to  do — not  one  out  of  every 
ten  of  the  French  fugitives  that  afterwards  rallied 
and  made  head  in  Germany  would  have  escaped. 
But  Yorck  remained  true  and  steady  to  the  treaty 
which  bound  his  master  to  the  French,  until  the 
moment  when  his  sovereign  revoked  his  orders, 
and  declared  that  treaty  to  be  broken  by  Bona¬ 
parte.  The  French  still  occupied  Dantzic,  Glogau, 
Stettin,  and  other  Prussian  fortresses  on  the  Oder ; 
they  had  30,000  men  near  Posen,  and  a  strong 
garrison  in  Berlin.  Frederick  William  was  in  a 
manner  besieged  in  his  own  capital,  and  most  of 
his  troops  were  scattered  in  the  midst  of  F’rench 
cantonments  and  formidable  French  garrisons. 
Notwithstanding,  on  the  22nd  of  January  his 
Prussian  majesty  suddenly  quitted  Potsdam  and 


CIVIL  AND  MILITARY  TRANSACTIONS  :-18I3. 


591 


Chap.  I.] 

repaired  to  Breslau,  where  he  could  give  the  hand 
to  the  advancing  Russians,  and  correspond 
directly,  or  confer  personally,  with  the  Emperor 
Alexander.  Even  before  his  departure  became 
known  the  Prussian  students  and  the  secret  poli¬ 
tical  societies  had  begun  to  preach  a  national  cru¬ 
sade  against  the  French,  and  to  animate  the  great 
body  of  the  people  as  well  as  the  troops  with  their 
own  patriotic  enthusiasm.  It  was  clear  that  the 
battle  of  .lena  and  the  fate  of  the  loved  and 
mourned  Queen  of  Prussia  w'ould  soon  be  avenged. 

After  an  interview  with  the  Czar,  Frederick 
William  sent  to  Bonaparte  to  propose  an  armis¬ 
tice,  the  conditions  of  which  should  be  that  the 
French  should  evacuate  Dantzic  and  all  the  Prus¬ 
sian  fortresses  they  occupied  on  the  Oder,  and 
retire  behind  the  Elbe  into  Saxony,  in  return  for 
which  the  Emperor  Alexander  would  stop  the 
march  of  his  victorious  armies  and  remain  behind 
the  Vistula.  But  this  proposition  w'as  indignantly 
rejected  by  the  Emperor  of  the  French,  who  had 
learned  nothing  from  misfortune,  and  who  would 
not  see  his  own  increasing  weakness.  On  the 
28th  of  February,  or  as  soon  as  he  learned  the  re¬ 
jection  of  his  proposition  by  France,  Frederick 
William  concluded  a  treaty  of  alliance  offensive 
and  defensive  with  Russia.  This  treaty,  being 
ratified  at  Kalisch,  became  the  basis  of  the  Sixth 
Coalition  against  France.  By  the  treaty  Prussia 
engaged  to  furnish  80,000  men,  without  counting 
her  Levees  en  masse  ;  and  Russia  promised  150,000 
men.  Austria  was  invited  to  join  the  league, 
which  as  yet  proposed  little  more  than  the  libe¬ 
rating  of  all  Germany;  but  the  court  of  Vienna, 
though  it  increased  its  armies,  and  collected  an 
imposing  force  in  Bohemia,  close  to  the  frontiers 
of  Saxony,  professed  a  desire  to  remain  neutral. 
It  was,  however,  known  to  the  French  that  Prince 
Metternich  was  again  corresponding  in  a  very 
friendly  manner  with  the  English  government. 
They  had  taken  the  surest  if  not  the  honestest 
method  for  acquiring  this  information — they  had 
stopped  one  of  Metternich’s  couriers  and  opened 
his  letters.  Even  after  this  Austria  offered  her 
mediation  ;  but  Bonaparte  would  hear  of  no  cession 
of  territory  on  his  part  either  in  Germany  or  in 
Italy ;  and,  as  for  Spain,  although  he  had  nothing 
left  there  save  Su diet’s  diminished  corps  d'a-rmee, 
he  still  insisted  that  his  brother  Joseph  should 
be  king. 

The  Russians  now  blockaded  Dantzic,  and  ad¬ 
vanced  from  the  Vistula  to  the  Oder,  where  they 
were  joined  by  the  Prussian  general  Bulow  and  his 
veterans.  Eugene  Beauharnais  fled  before  the 
allies  ;  and  he  was  sorely  molested  on  his  retreat 
by  the  Prussian  insurgents  and  pulks  of  Cossacks. 
On  the  4th  of  March,  Berlin  was  evacuated  by  the 
French;  even  Dresden  was  evacuated  on  the  27th 
of  March;  and,  after  having  reinforced  some  of  the 
French  garrisons  left  in  the  countries  from  which 
he  had  fled,  Beauharnais  rallied  behind  the  Elbe 
with  about  40,000  men.  But  every  day  brought 
some  fresh  proof  of  the  detestation  in  which  the 


French  were  held  throughout  Germany — brought 
some  unquestionable  evidence  that  the  fire  was  at 
last  kindled  in  the  great  Teutonic  heart.  Fifty, 
a  hundred  insurrections  broke  out  simultaneously  ; 
and  day  and  night  the  cold  March  air  was  filled 
and  warmed  by  the  patriotic  songs  of  the  German 
students,  who  had  thrown  away  their  pens  and 
books  for  swords  and  muskets,  and  who  were  call¬ 
ing  upon  all  classes — upon  every  man  or  youth  of 
the  Germanic  breed — to  follow  their  example,  and 
aid  in  expelling  the  oppressors  and  demoralisers  of 
their  country.  Korner’s  ‘  Men  and  Cowards,’ 
and  ‘  Song  of  the  Sword,’  wrought  more  miracles 
than  the  ‘  Marseillese  Hymn.’  Germany  had  slept 
and  dreamed  for  an  unseasonably  long  time,  but 
her  wakening  was  sublime  and  full  of  hope.  Ten 
thousand  Cossacks  under  Tettenborn,  aided  by  the 
insurgents,  swept  clear  of  the  French  the  whole  of 
Pomerania  and  Mecklenburg,  and  then  inundated 
the  country  on  the  Lower  Elbe.  This  carried  the 
flames  of  insurrection  into  other  states  and  populous 
cities.  On  the  12th  of  March  the  French  autho¬ 
rities  fled  from  the  insurgent  citizens  of  Hamburg, 
who  had  been  reduced  to  a  state  of  despair,  and 
almost  of  beggary,  by  the  finishing  hand  of  that 
greatest  of  plunderers  and  freebooters.  Marshal 
Davoust.  Denmark,  the  old  ally  and  servant  of 
France,  was  isolated,  and  in  consequence  adopted 
a  system  of  armed  neutrality — in  which  she  was  not 
wise  enough  to  persevere.  Beauharnais  repulsed 
the  Russian  division  of  Wittgenstein,  dispersed,  on 
the  5th  of  April,  a  corps  of  observation  established 
at  Magdeburg,  threatened  the  road  to  Berlin,  and 
stopped  for  some  days  the  advance  of  the  allied 
van.  After  this  check,  however,  the  allies  ad¬ 
vanced  and  occupied  Leipzig.  Beauharnais  had 
been  rapidly  reinforced  by  troops  from  all  parts  of 
France  and  from  Italy;  and  now,  on  the  25th  of 
April,  when  his  stepfather  arrived  from  Paris,  the 
line  of  the  Elbe  was  defended  by  a  force  far  su¬ 
perior  (numerically)  to  any  that  the  Emperor 
Alexander  and  Frederick  William  had  near  to 
it.  The  natural  march  of  Russia  lies  eastward ; 
in  advancing  from  her  western  frontier  her  move¬ 
ments  have  always  been,  and  must  long  continue 
to  be,  somewhat  slow  and  uncertain.  As  soon  as 
he  reached  his  army  Bonaparte  determined  to  re¬ 
sume  the  offensive,  hoping  to  strike  a  grand  blow 
before  the  allies  should  have  time  to  collect  their 
forces  in  one  great  head,  and  by  a  single  battle  to 
recover  Leipzig,  Dresden,  Berlin.  Some  of  the 
Russian  generals,  in  command  of  divisions  which 
had  been  too  widely  scattered,  were  taken  by  sur¬ 
prise  ;  other  commanders,  both  Prussian  and  Rus¬ 
sian,  were  too  far  in  the  rear  to  know  of  the  rapid 
approach  of  Bonaparte,  who,  on  the  2nd  of  May, 
fought  and  won — but  not  without  immense  sacri¬ 
fices — the  battle  of  Lutzen.  On  the  21st  he  at¬ 
tacked  the  Russians  and  Prussians  again,  and 
obliged  them  to  retire  from  the  well  contested  field 
of  Bautzen.  But  in  both  these  affairs  Bonaparte 
had  been  on  the  very  verge  of  a  defeat ;  the  two 
victories  led  to  no  decisive  result ;  the  allies  retired 
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in  good  order,  losing  few  prisoners  and  no  guns. 
Bonaparte  bitterly  complained  of  this  ;  but  his  ge¬ 
nerals  observed  to  one  another  that  these  were  no 
longer  the  days  or  the  troo})s  of  Marengo,  Auster- 
litz,  or  Jena,  when  one  battle  decided  the  fate  of  a 
war.  On  the  1st  of  May,  in  a  bloody  combat  which 
preceded  the  general  action  at  Lutzen,  Marshal 
Bessieres  was  slain;  many  old  comi)anions  in  arms 
perished  both  at  Lutzen  and  at  Bautzen  ;  and  two 
davs  after  the  latter  battle,  in  another  engagement 
with  the  retreating  allies,  Bonaparte’s  favourite 
aide-de-camj).  General  Duroc,  was  laid  low,  being 
struck  and  frightfully  mangled  by  a  cannon-ball. 
This  time,  at  least,  the  feelings  of  humanity  over¬ 
powered  the  stern  Man  of  Destiny.  Duroc  was  his 
old  and  most  faithful  companion — Duroc  was  one 
of  the  few  men  who  were  personally  attached  to 
Bonaparte,  without  regard  to  loss  or  profit,  or  good 
or  evil  fortune,  and  one  of  the  few  to  whom  Bona¬ 
parte  was  personally  and  sincerely  and  affection¬ 
ately  attached.  It  was  a  superstition  too,  both  at 
the  French  court  and  wiih  the  French  army  (where 
such  notions  were  anything  rather  than  uncommon), 
that  there  was  a  sympathy  or  mysterious  connexion 
between  the  fate  of  Duroc  and  the  fortunes  of  his 
master.  The  dying  man  was  carried  from  the  field 
where  he  fell  to  the  house  of  a  clergyman  near  the 
spot.  Napoleon  went  to  see  him,  and  was  deeply 
affected.  Nor  did  he  speedily  recover  the  command 
of  himself :  to  the  aides-de-camp  and  other  officers 
who  came  pressing  round  him  for  instructions,  he 
said,  with  a  hollow  voice,  “  Put  off  everything  till 
tomorrow!”  It  was  the  only  instance  in  which 
he  refused  or  neglected  to  attend  to  the  military 
reports  brought  to  him.* 

On  the  14th  of  June,  Great  Britain  made  herself 
a  party  to  the  coalition,  or  to  the  treaty  concluded 
between  Russia  and  Prussia. t  Some  English  offi¬ 
cers  of  the  highest  rank  repaired  to  Germany  and 
to  the  head-quarters  of  the  allies,  and  abundant 
assistance  was  promised.  The  Irest  present  aid  we 
could  give  was  to  find  full  employment  fur  the  large 
body  of  veterans  still  left  in  Spain.  This  was  un¬ 
derstood  by  the  allies;  but  Lord  Wellington  sur¬ 
passed  all  the  expectations  they  had  formed  of  him, 
high  as  those  expectations  indubitably  were. 

The  allies  withdrew  both  from  Leipzig  and  from 
Dresden  ;  and  Bonaparte  entered  the  fair  capital 
of  Saxony.  He  now  consented  to  an  armistice, 
which  was  to  extend  from  the  5th  of  June  to  the 
22nd  of  July.  Austria  still  jirofessed  goodwill, 

*  A.  VUnisseiix.  Life  of  Boniiptirte. 

•f-  On  July  the  8th  a  cmivention,  known  by  the  name  of  the  Conven¬ 
tion  of  IVteiswahlrn,  look  place  between  (ireiit  Uritain  and  Russia. 
On  Septeniber  the  fUb  a  triple  treaty  of  alliance  between  Rus'ia,  Aus¬ 
tria,  ainl  Prussia  was  ratified  at  To])lit/. ;  and  on  tlie  3rd  of  October  a 
preliminary  treaty  of  alliance  between  (ireat  Britain  and  Austria  was 
si^jned  at  the  same  place. 

The  court  of  Denmark  could  not  yet  free  it'iclf  from  its  French  toils ; 
and  on  the  lOili  of  July,  when  the  French  l»ad  };ained  the  battles  of 
Lutzen  and  Bautzen,  when  the  st  ir  ol  Bonaparte  seemed  a^ain  to  pre¬ 
vail,  and  while  the  coni'ress  of  plenipotentiaries  were  a.ssenibled  at 
Pra;,Mie,  a  reciprocal  treaty  of  alliance  and  guarantee  between  France 
and  Denmark  was  ratified  at  Copenlia^en.  It  could  not  but  Inqipen 
lliat  tlie  Danes  should  Im*  made  to  )>.iy  alterwards  for  this  condnet  of 
tlieir  ^'overnmimt.  But  there  was  more  than  this  : — on  the  3id  of  .'Sep¬ 
tember,  « lieu  Bernadotle  and  Ids  Sweiles,  far  away  from  tlieir  own 
fnmticrs,  were  ailvaucint:  with  the  allies  into  tlio  heart  of  Gerraanv, 
Denmark  declared  war  ai,miust  .Sweden  1 
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and  an  anxious  wish  to  mediate;  and  Aletternich 
himself  hurried  to  Dresden,  to  proffer  his  good 
offices,  and  to  act  with  the  whole  weight  and  au¬ 
thority  of  the  cabinet  of  Vienna.  Fie  proposed 
that  the  French  should  entirely  evacuate  Germany, 
and  that  the  Rhine  should  be  the  boundary  of  the 
French  empire  in  that  direction.  The  successive 
revolutionary  governments  of  France,  and  Bona¬ 
parte  himself,  had  repeatedly  declared  that  the 
Rhine,  the  Alps,  the  Pyrenees,  and  the  seas,  were 
the  natural  boundaries  of  France;  Metternich  did 
not  ask  him  to  give  back  Savoy  in  the  Alps,  or 
his  vast  conquests  and  annexations  beyond  the 
Alps;  the  only  point  he  insisted  upon  being  the 
renunciation  of  everything  beyond  the  Rhine. 
This  would  have  left  France  far  too  [)Owerful,  and 
in  fact  more  powerful  than  she  had  been  with 
her  extended  German  frontier;  hut  Bonaparte  ar¬ 
rogantly  and  resolutely  refused  either  to  give  up 
the  ground  he  had  occupied  beyond  the  Rhine,  or 
to  abandon  the  Confederacy  of  the  Rhine,  which  was 
notliing  more  than  a  French  combination  against 
the  independence  and  security  of  Austria,  Prussia, 
and  all  Germany.  He  had  annexed  the  country 
as  far  as  Hamburg  and  Lubeck  to  the  French  em¬ 
pire  ;  he  had  made  new  French  departments  of  it ; 
and  he  declared  it  to  be  a  fundamental  law  of  the 
French  empire,  and  his  own  fixed  and  unalterable 
principle,  that  such  annexations  of  territory  should 
never  be  rescinded  ;  that  what  once  had  become 
French  must  for  ever  remain  French.  To  Metter- 
nich’s  remonstrances  he  replied  with  indecent  rage. 
He  evidently  thought  to  terrify  this  minister  as  he 
had  terrified  or  bewildered  Cohentzel,  the  Austrian 
diplomatist,  after  his  first  splendid  victories  ;  but 
the  times  and  the  men  were  very  different ;  and 
nearly  every  fact  and  circumstance  at  all  connected 
with  the  case  induces  the  belief  that  Metternich 
not  only  despised  his  M'rath,  but  equally  enjoved 
the  presumption  and  the  obstinacy  which  made 
him  neglect  his  last  hope  of  salvation.  True  to 
his  old  ])ractice,  when  Bonaparte  found  that  inso¬ 
lence  and  bullying  would  not  do,  he  tried  the 
effects  of  cajolery  and  temptation.  He  would  not 
think  of  offering  or  jtromising  to  give  back  to 
Austria  her  large  and  rich  possessions  in  Upper 
Italy;  but  he  tempted  her  with  the  promise  of 
Dalmatia  and  all  the  poor  and  rugged  Illyrian  pro¬ 
vinces,  hinting  that  they  might  he  extended,  both 
inland  and  along  the  sea  coasts,  at  the  expense  of 
Austria’s  ancient  foe,  the  Ottoman  empire.  Tire 
offer  was  mean  to  the  extremity  of  meanness;  but 
what  we  know  of  the  animus  of  Vienna  statesmen 
or  politicians  forces  us  to  entertain  some  doubt  as 
to  the  effects  which  would  liave  been  produced  if, 
in  addition  to  the  Illyrian  provinces,  he  had  offered 
to  give  iq)  Lombardy  and  Venice  to  Austria. 
Spurning  the  contemptible  bait,  Metternich  re})lied 
that  things  had  come  to  that  pass  that  Austri.a 
could  no  longer  remain  neutral ;  she  must  either 
be  with  France  or  against  France ;  that  Germany 
had  been  long  enough  tormented  by  these  wars, 
and  it  was  time  she  should  be  left  to  rest  and  to 
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national  independence.  Such,  however,  was  the 
awe  in  which  some  of  the  advisers  of  the  European 
sovereigns  still  stood  of  the  mighty  means  and 
military  genius  of  the  ruler  of  the' French,  that 
conferences  for  a  peace  w'ere  resumed  at  Prague, 
in  Bohemia,  Bonaparte  engaging  to  prolong  the 
armistice  till  the  10th  of  August ;  nor  was  the 
unmanly  and  now  irrational  diffidence  fully  dissi¬ 
pated  until  the  news  of  Wellington’s  great  achieve¬ 
ment  at  Vittoria  was  carried  through  Europe  and 
across  the  mountains  of  Bohemia.  The  diplomatists 
of  the  allied  powers  then  sounded  a  higher  note  ; 
the  armistice  expired  on  the  10th  of  August,  and 
Austria  joined  the  allies. 

Months  before  the  declaration  of  Austria  the 
English  government  had  sent  very  important  aids 
into  the  north  of  Germany ;  it  called  upon  his  ma¬ 
jesty’s  old  and  not  unattached  subjects  the  Hano¬ 
verians  to  rouse  themselves  into  action  and  join 
the  common  cause;  it  furnished  witli  a  liberal  hand 
money,  arms,  ammunition,  stores,  clothing,  &c., 
not  only  to  the  Hanoverians,  but  to  the  Prussians, 
and  also  to  the  Swedes,  who  were  about  to  commence 
operations  from  the  southern  shores  of  the  Baltic. 
Lord  Castlereagh’s  brother,  Sir  Charles  Stewart 
(now  Marquess  of  Londonderry),  was  dispatched 
to  the  seat  of  war,  charged,  on  the  part  of  his  sove¬ 
reign,  with  all  the  correspondence  relating  to  the 
Prussian,  Swedish,  and  Hanoverian  armies.  Sir 
Charles  assuredly  performed  the  difficult  duties  of 
his  mission  with  great  firmness  and  ability,  and  it 
now  seems  to  be  generally  acknowledged  that  it 
w'as  chieHy  he  who  kept  Bernadotte,  the  Crowm 
Prince  of  Sweden,  true  and  steady  to  the  coalition. 
Sir  Charles  had  especial  letters  of  authorisation  to 
Bernadotte  ;  during  the  natural  doubts  and  vacil¬ 
lations  of  that  extraordinary  Frenchman,  that  soldier 
of  fortune  and  enthroned  man  of  the  revolution,  he 
hardly  ever  quitted  him  ;  and  it  was  considered 
that  to  Sir  Charles  Stewart,  in  a  great  measure, 
was  owing  the  presence  of  Bernadotte  and  his 
brave  Swedish  army  on  the  decisive  field  of 
Leipzig.  The  Hanoverians  flew  to  the  arms  which 
were  ulfered  to  them  by  England  with  enthusiasm  ; 
Brigadier-general  Lyon  was  appointed  to  command 
them  and  the  troops  of  the  Hanseatic  towns.  A 
regency  was  formed  ;  and  shortly  afterwards  the 
Duke  of  Cambridge  repaired  to  the  country.  In 
addition  to  our  immense  supplies  of  military  stores, 
our  government  allotted  2,000,000/.  sterling  to 
sustain  the  operations  of  Bernadotte  and  his  Swedish 
army,  and  2,000,000/.  more  was  given  as  a  direct 
aid  to  Russia  and  Prussia.  At  the  same  time 
500,000/.  was  granted  to  Russia,  in  order  that 
she  might  give  equipment  and  efficiency  to  her  fleet. 
Upon  these  largesses  Russia  undertook  to  raise  her 
force  in  the  field  to  200,000  men,  and  Prussia  to 
raise  hers  to  100,000.  Even  now,  but  for  English 
money  and  English  credit,  and  the  promptitude  of 
our  manufactories  in  producing  arms  and  all  the 
materials  of  war,  the  allies  would  have  failed  in 
their  campaign. 

A  scries  of  battles  was  fought  about  Dresden 
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on  the  24th,  25th,  and  27th  of  August,  between 
the  Austrians  and  Prussians  on  one  side  and  the 
Frencli  and  their  German  and  other  auxiliaries  on 
the  other.  Bonaparte  was  decidedly  successful, 
and  on  one  occasion  at  least  the  Austrian  generals 
were  guilty  of  some  of  their  old  absurdities  in 
dividing  their  forces,  or  they  pursued  that  line  of 
conduct  which  still  leaves  a  doubt  in  many  minds 
whether  they  were  traitors  or  only  incurable  fools. 
But,  in  rashly  pursuing  the  allies  into  the  moun¬ 
tains  of  Bohemia,  Vandamme,  with  a  corps  of 
30,000  men,  was  cut  oft’  and  surrounded,  and  was 
finally  made  prisoner  at  Culm,  with  about  SOOO  of 
his  men.  Oudinot  was  beaten  at  Gross  Beeren  by 
the  Swedes  and  Prussians  commanded  by  Berna¬ 
dotte.  Ney,  who  was  sent  to  replace  Oudinot, 
only  succeeded  to  his  misfortunes,  being  soundly 
beaten  in  the  battle  of  Dennewitz,  which  was 
fought  on  the  6th  of  September,  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  of  Berlin.  The  Prussian  Bliicher,  too,  was 
now  taking  vengeance  for  all  he  had  suflered  in 
and  after  the  campaign  of  Jena.  On  the  Katz- 
bach,  in  Silesia,  he  routed  the  French  opposed  to 
him,  and  dislocated  Bonaparte’s  base  of  operations. 
Of  all  the  allied  generals  Bliicher  was  the  most 
active,  energetic,  and  daring.  It  was  now  he  ob¬ 
tained  from  the  army  the  name  of  “  Marshal  For¬ 
wards;”  for  he  was  ever  forward,  and  almost 
ahvays  fighting.  As  a  consequence,  he  was  some¬ 
times  exposed  to  checks  and  losses  ;  but  on  nearly 
every  occasion  the  hero  could  say  that  his  misfor¬ 
tunes  arose  not  so  much  from  his  going  too  fast, 
as  from  the  rest  of  the  allies  going  too  slow.  The 
month  of  September  passed  in  desultory  warfare, 
attended  with  very  long  marches  and  counter¬ 
marches,  which  the  young  French  conscripts  had 
not  stamina  to  support.  Bonaparte’s  armies  lost 
both  strength  and  ground  on  every  side;  and  his 
German  allies  and  auxiliaries  began  to  forsake 
him.  Even  where  princes  and  governments  would 
have  kept  their  un-German  and  ruinous  compacts 
with  him,  they  were  mostly  prevented  by  the  de¬ 
termined  spirit  of  their  subjects,  who  had  learned 
to  sing  Korner’s  ‘  Song  of  the  Sword,’  and  who 
had  caught  the  Teutonic  flame.  The  King  of 
Bavaria  made  a  separate  peace  with  Austria;  the 
King  of  Saxony  and  ex- Grand- Duke  of  Warsaw 
was  more  steady,  but  his  Saxon  troops,  like  the 
rest  of  the  German  auxiliaries,  began  to  desert 
from  the  French.  At  last,  after  a  painful  struggle 
between  pride  and  necessity,  Bonaparte  turned  his 
back  to  the  allies,  and  began  his  retreat  upon 
Leipzig  with  a  dispirited  army.  He  was  closely 
followed  by  Russians,  Austrians,  Prussians,  and 
Swedes.  At  Leipzig  he  determined  to  make  a 
final  stand.  “  Give  me  but  one  victory,”  said  he, 
“and  Germany  may  yet  be  saved!”  He  fought 
two  bloody  battles  at  Leipzig,  but  neither  of  them 
was  a  victory  for  him.  On  the  16th  of  October 
the  first  battle  took  place:  it  was  fought  gallantly 
on  both  sides,  but  the  allies  had  now  a  great  supe¬ 
riority  in  numbers,  and  the  French  were  rcpulsetl 
iiud  driven  close  upon  the  ruiuparts  of  the  city, 
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On  tlie  18th  the  second  battle  was  fought:  the 
French  divisions  soon  lost  ground,  10,000  Saxons 
raised  the  patriotic  shout  for  Germany,  left  them 
in  a  body,  and  went  over  to  the  allies.  After  this 
nothing  remained  but  flight ;  and  even  for  flight 
it  was  too  late  an  hour.  Bonaparte  made  his  dis¬ 
positions  to  efl’ect  his  retreat  towards  the  Rhine  ; 
but,  while  his  army  was  filing  out  of  Leipzig,  on 
the  morning  of  the  I9th,  by  a  long  narrow  bridge, 
or  rather  a  succession  of  bridges,  the  allies,  after  a 
desperate  struggle  with  the  French  rear,  burst  into 
the  town,  and,  the  bridge  being  blown  up  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  allies  from  pursuing  those  who  had 
already  passed  over  it,  25,000  Frenchmen,  caught 
in  the  town  as  in  a  trap,  were  compelled  to  lay 
down  their  arms  and  surrender  as  prisoners  of  war. 
The  retreat  from  Leijizig  was  almost  as  disastrous 
as  the  retreat  from  Moscow’.  The  French  army 
was  completely  disorganised.  Bonaparte  w'as, 
however,  able  to  figlit  his  way  at  Hanau,  through 
the  Bavarians,  his  late  allies,  who  now  attempted 
to  oppose  his  passage  back  to  France,  and  to  keep 
him  at  bay  until  the  Russians  and  Prussians  should 
have  time  to  come  up  and  fall  upon  his  flanks  and 
rear.  The  affair  of  Hanau  took  place  on  the  30th 
of  October  ;  and,  if  the  Bavarians  had  been  some¬ 
what  stronger  and  more  active,  the  war  must  have 
ended^  here  with  the  destruction  or  capture  of  the 
Emperor  of  the  French.  On  the  1st  of  November 
Bonaparte  was  at  Francfort,  and,  in  a  vain  attempt 
to  keep  up  an  illusion  in  France,  he  wrote  to  his 
empress-queen  and  regent,  saying  that  he  sent 
her  twenty  colotirs  taken  by  his  armies  in  the  bat¬ 
tles  of  Hanau,  Leipzig,  &c.  “  It  is  an  homage,” 

said  he,  “  which  I  love  to  render  you.  I  desire 
that  you  may  see  in  it  a  mark  of  my  great  satis¬ 
faction  with  your  conduct  during  the  regency  which 
I  have  confided  to  you.”  But  he  could  find  no 
rest  at  Francfort  or  at  any  other  place  on  German 
soil.  At  last  he  reached  the  Rhine,  and  passed 
over  the  70,000  or  80,000  men,  who  were  all  that 
remained  to  him  out  of  the  army  of  350,000  with 
which  he  had  opened  the  campaign  in  the  inonili 
of  May.  Having  placed  this  fragment  of  the 
Grand  Army  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Rhine,  he  set 
out  for  Paris,  where  he  arrived  late  on  the  evening 
of  the  9ih  of  November. 

Although  tliere  had  been  sundry  jealousies,  sus¬ 
picions,  disagreements,  and  collisions  of  poliev, 
interests,  and  projects,  the  allies  had  visibly  im¬ 
proved  upon  their  former  coalitions,  and  had  con¬ 
ducted  this  campaign  with  more  iinanimity  and 
spirit  than  had  yet  lieen  witnessed.  The  course 
ot  the  war  was  marked  with  many  singular  and 
striking  incidents.  General  Moreau,  the  hated 
rival  of  Bonaparte,  who  had  been  so  long  living  in 
an  uncomfortalile  exile  in  the  United  States  of 
America,  was  invited  by  the  allied  sovereigns  to 
join_  their  armies,  and  to  assist,  with  his  military 
genius  and  experience,  in  overthrowing  the  tyrant 
of  his  country  and  the  oppressor  of  Europe.  Mo¬ 
reau’s  ardent  republicanism  had  been  much  cooled 
by  time  and  experience,  and  by  what  he  had  seen 
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of  the  working  of  that  system  of  government  in 
America ;  his  wife  had  continued  to  be  a  pas¬ 
sionate  Bourbon  royalist,  and  she  is  said  to  have 
lost  none  of  her  great  influence  over  the  mind  of 
her  husband — a  weak  mind  in  all  matters  uncon¬ 
nected  with  his  profession.  IMoreau  arrived  from 
New  York  at  the  seat  of  war  in  the  month  of 
August,  as  hostilities  after  the  armistice  were  re¬ 
commencing,  and  adopted  the  title  of  aide-de-camp 
to  the  Emperor  Alexander.  His  career  in  his 
new  capacity  was  very  short :  in  the  battle  near 
Dresden,  fought  on  the  27th  of  August,  while  in 
earnest  conversation  with  the  Emperor  of  Russia 
on  the  progress  of  operations,  he  was  struck  by  a 
P’rench  cannon-ball,  which,  passing  through  the 
body  of  his  horse,  carried  away  both  his  legs. 
During  the  surgical  operations  which  followed  he 
smoked  his  cigar  and  displayed  the  greatest  cool¬ 
ness  and  fortitude.  Three  days  after  the  battle  he 
wrote  a  laconic  and  very  characteristic  letter  to 
his  wife,  in  which  were  these  well-known  words  : 
“  C'e  coqyin  de  Bonaparte  est  tovjoiirs  heureux 
— ^That  rogue  Bonaparte  is  always  lucky.”  A 
French  officer  attached  to  his  person  and  liis  for¬ 
tunes  finished  the  letter,  and  assured  Madame 
Moreau  that  the  doctor  had  just  told  him  that,  if 
all  went  on  as  it  was  now  going,  the  general  would 
be  able,  within  five  weeks,  to  travel  in  a  carriage ; 
but  poor  Moreau  died  the  very  next  day  (on  the 
1st  of  September). 

On  the  26th  of  August,  the  day  before  Moreau 
lost  his  legs  at  Dresden,  there  perished  on  the 
Lower  Elbe  one  who  had  done  far  more  than  he 
for  the  allied  cause.  Theodor  Korner,  the  youmr, 
gallant,  and  spiritual  patriot  and  poet,  theTyrtseus 
of  this  German  war,  fell  with  his  carabine  in  his 
hand,  in  the  midst  of  a  band  of  German  students. 
His  comrades  removed  his  body  and  buried  it 
under  a  tree ;  and  for  a  mark  and  present  monu¬ 
ment  they  cut  his  name  upon  the  hark  of  the  tree. 
But  the  little  pool  of  blood  became  a  well-spring 
of  patriotism  ;  his  death  was  envied  even  more 
than  it  was  regretted  by  his  enthusiastic  voting 
countrymen ;  and  his  war-songs  and  his  invoca¬ 
tions  of  liberty  and  independence  became  conse¬ 
crated  in  the  popular  mind. 

About  80,000  men  whom  Bonaparte  had  left 
behind  him  in  IMagdeburg,  Stettin,  Dantzic,  and 
other  Prussian  fortresses,  all  surrendered  to  the 
allies,  a  little  sooner  or  a  little  later.  Dantzic 
held  out  the  longest ;  but  even  that  strong  garri¬ 
son  capitulated  on  the  24th  of  December.  During 
their  precipitate  and  most  disorderly  retreat,  the 
French,  nearly  every  time  they  were  attacked  in 
any  force,  surrendered  by  regiments  or  by  whole 
divisions  at  a  time.  Their  military  morale — 
except  among  the  Imperial  Guards  and  some  few 
veteran  regiments  whose  force  had  not  been 
wasted  in  the  Russian  campaign— was  either  com¬ 
pletely  gone,  or  had  never  been  acquired.  Bo¬ 
naparte,  at  the  high  tide  of  his  triumphs,  had 
never  seen  even  the  worst-commanded  of  the 
Austrian  armies  reduced  to  such  a  plight !  At 
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almost  every  step  the  light  troops  of  the  allies  and 
the  keen  Cossacks  captured  prisoners,  guns,  stores, 
and  other  attirail.  More  than  once  Bonaparte 
himself  narrowly  escaped  falling  into  the  hands  of 
the  beardwl  spearmen  from  the  Don  and  Volga. 
In  one  day  50  more  pieces  of  artillery  were  dis¬ 
covered  and  captured  ;  and  others  were  buried  in 
the  earth  by  the  men  who  could  no  longer  drag 
them  on  or  defend  them.  As  they  went  on  they 
blew  up  their  caissons,  making  the  mountains 
of  old  Germany  re-echo  as  with  the  successive 
explosions  of  volcanoes.  Of  the  corps  d’armte  of 
Marshal  Marmont,  composed  of  the  best  French 
troops,  only  3000  remained  on  the  28th  of 
October.  Colonel  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  who  haJ 
come  into  Germany  to  assist  General  Sir  Charles 
Stewart,  and  who  rendered  good  service  to  the 
allies,  accompanied  “  Marshal  Forwards”  in  his 
hot  pursuit  of  the  French,  and  transmitted  to  Sir 
Charles  some  brief  but  striking  accounts  of  the 
destruction  and  misery  he  saw  on  his  way.  The 
sufferings  of  the  French  were  indeed  extreme. 
“  For  an  extent  of  nearly  fifty  English  miles,  from 
Eisenach  to  Fulda,  carcasses  of  dead  and  dying 
horses,  rvithout  number;  dead  bodies  of  men,  who 
had  either  been  killed,  or  perished  through  hunger, 
sickness,  or  fatigue,  lying  on  the  roads  or  in  the 
ditches  ;  parties  of  prisoners  or  stragglers,  brought 
in  by  the  Cossacks;  blown  up  or  destroyed  ammu¬ 
nition  or  baggage-waggons,  in  such  numbers  as 
absolutely  to  obstruct  the  road,  sufficiently  attested 
the  sufferings  of  the  enemy ;  whilst  pillaged  and 
burning  towns  and  villages  marked  at  the  same 
time  the  ferocity  with  which  he  conducted  himself. 

.  The  dead  and  dying  were  frequently 

mixed  together,  lying  in  groups  of  six  or  eight,  by 
half-extinguished  fires  on  the  road-side.”* 

The  enormous  losses  of  this  campaign,  being 
Ruperadded  to  the  wholesale  destruction  of  the 
Russian  retreat,  and  to  the  vast  sacrifices  of  life 
which  the  route  at  Vittoria  and  Soult’s  battles  with 
Wellington  in  Spain  and  among  the  Pvrenees  had 
cost  the  French  people,  and  the  rapid  approach  of 
the  grand  allied  army  on  one  frontier,  while  Wel¬ 
lington  was  threatening  them  on  the  other  frontier, 
now  caused  a  very  general  discontent,  and  gave 
encouragement  to  that  disaffection  which  had  begun 
to  manifest  itself  in  so  many  quarters  at  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  this  disastrous  year.  So  long  as  victory 
and  conquest  followed  the  standard  of  their  em¬ 
peror,  so  long  as  the  national  vanity  was  elated, 
and  the  expense  of  the  war  supported  by  the  coun¬ 
tries  into  which  it  was  carried,  the  great  body  of 
the  nation  could,  with  a  wonderful  facility,  recon¬ 
cile  themselves  to  the  tremendous  loss  of  lives  and 
of  limbs  ;  but  defeat,  reverse,  disgrace  quickened 
tbeir'  domestic  feelings,  made  them  ask  for  their 
brothers  and  their  children,  and  rendered,  for  the 
first  time  since  the  Revolution,  the  war  odious  in 
their  sight.  They  had  previously  borne  nearly 
tw'cnty  years  of  almo.st  incessant  war,  and  every 
year,  every  separate  campaign,  however  glorious  or 

*  AUirqHess  of  Lnndomlevry,  Nanativo. 


successful,  had  witnessed  the  immolation  of  im¬ 
mense  numbers  ;  and  all  this  they  had  borne  with 
a  light  heart  and  wfith  very  little  murmuring — 
Nos  enfans  sont  marts  snr  les  champs  de  la  ric- 
toire  et  pour  la  gloire  de  la  France ; — but  one 
single  year  of  disaster  had  changed  their  tone,  and 
now  it  was.  Nos  moyens,  nos  freres,  nos  enfans, 
sont  sacrijies  d  Pamhition  ePun  tyran.  The  sud¬ 
denness  of  the  change  is,  in  itself,  a  full  proof  of 
its  cause  and  origin.  At  first  the  senate  renewed 
their  professions  of  entire  devotion  to  the  person 
and  dynasty  of  the  emperor,  and  affected  to  treat 
his  recent  disasters  as  reparable,  and  as  attributable 
to  anything  rather  than  to  Napoleon  the  Great. 
On  Sunday  the  14th  of  November,  five  days  after 
his  return  to  Paris,  the  august  senators  waited 
upon  him  in  the  palace  of  the  Tuileries,  wfith  an 
address  of  felicitation  or  congratulation.  The  se¬ 
nator  w'ho  delivered  the  address  (it  was  Lace- 
pede,  the  naturalist)  spoke  not  of  the  200,000 
men  who  had  been  killed,  maimed,  or  made 
prisoners  in  Germany,  but  only  of  the  great  dan¬ 
ger  to  which  the  person  of  the  emperor  had 
been  exposed.  “  Sire,”  said  the  president,  “  the 
efforts  of  the  enemies  of  France  have  been  seconded, 
in  vain  by  the  defection  of  your  allies,  and  by 
unexampled  treasons,  by  extraordinary  events,  and 
by  sad  accidents ;  your  majesty  has  surmounted 
all;  you  have  fought  for  peace!”  An  anathema 
on  the  allies  for  refusing  peace  to  the  Emperor  of 
the  French  on  his  own  extravagant  terms,  at  Dres¬ 
den  or  at  Prague,  was  succeeded  by  the  assurance 
that  all  the  peoples  of  the  Continent  stood  in 
greater  need  of  peace  than  the  unconquerable 
French ;  that  if  the  enemies  of  France  would  not 
listen  to  the  cry  of  more  than  150,000,000  of 
souls,  and  consent  to  treat  for  peace,  or,  if  the 
allies  should  seek  to  impose  disadvantageous  con¬ 
ditions  upon  France,  then  their  false  hopes  would 
all  be  destroyed,  then  the  FTench  people  would 
show,  by  their  self-devotion  and  their  sacrifices, 
that  no  nation  ever  better  knew  its  duties  towards 
their  country,  their  honour,  and  their  sovereign  ! 
From  all  that  was  said  in  this  senatorial  and  con¬ 
gratulatory  address  it  might  be  fancied  that  the 
allies  were  not  upon  the  frontier,  and  that  their 
emperor  had  returned  not  conquered,  but  a  con¬ 
queror.  But  the  senators  had  become  little  more 
than  court  lacqueys;  the  farce  they  played  was 
laughed  at,  and  it  could  not  be  repeated  outside  of 
the  walls  of  the  palace.  The  legislative  body — as 
a  body — had  for  a  length  of  time  been  almost  as 
servile  as  the  senate;  but  there  were  some  fiery 
and  impatient  spirits  in  it,  who  remembered  the 
days  of  the  republic,  and  who  were  emboldened 
by  the  fallen  fortunes  of  its  destroyer,  and  by  the 
popular  discontent,  to  despise  the  imperial  decree 
which  made  them  a  dumb  legislature,  and  to 
shake  the  tribune  once  more  wfith  their  ominous 
voices.  After  so  long  a  silence,  their  speech  was 
startling  : — new  Mirabeaus  seemed  rising  from  the 
grave.  They  appointed  a  committee  to  draw  up 
a  report  on  the  state  of  the  nation ;  Ravnouard, 
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L;\ine,  Gallois,  and  two  other  memhers  who  had  a 
character  for  independence,  were  of  the  committee. 
The  report  which  they  laid  before  the  legislative 
body,  on  the  28th  of  December,  expressed  a  desire 
for  peace  consistent  with  the  honour  and  wellare 
of  France,  and  a  wish  to  know  what  steps  the 
emperor  had  taken  to  attain  so  desirable  an  object ; 
and  it  ended  by  saying,  “  While  the  government 
will  take  the  most  effective  measures  fur  the  safety 
of  the  country,  his  majesty  should  be  entreated  to 
maintain  and  enforce  the  entire  and  constant  ex¬ 
ecution  of  the  laws  which  ensure  to  the  French 
citizens  the  rights  of  liberty,  property,  and  se¬ 
curity,  and  to  the  nation  the  free  exercise  of  its 
political  rights.”  The  legislative  body,  by  a  large 
majority,  ordered  the  report  to  be  printed.  This 
was  a  language  which  Napoleon  had  not  been 
used  to.  He  immediately  ordered  the  doors  of 
the  hall  of  the  legislative  body  to  be  closed  and 
guarded  by  soldiers,  and  the  copies  of  the  report  to 
be  seized  at  the  printer’s.  On  the  31st  an  impe¬ 
rial  decree  adjourned  this  bold-speaking  legislature. 
On  the  following  day  there  was,  as  usual,  a  grand 
court  levee,  and  among  those  who  repaired  to  the 
Tuileries  in  their  embroidered  coats  to  wish  the 
emperor  “  a  happy  new  year”  was  a  deputation  or 
a  group  of  members  of  the  corps  legislatif.  Bo¬ 
naparte  addressed  these  members  in  a  most  violent 
and  coarse  speech,  not  unaccompanied  with  me¬ 
nacing  gestures.  “  Messieurs,”  cried  he,  as  soon 
as  they  approached  him,  “you  might  have  done  a 
great  deal  of  good,  and  you  have  done  nothing  but 
mischief!  Eleven-twelfths  of  you  are  good  men, 
the  rest  are  factious  !  What  do  you  hope  for  by 
putting  yourselves  in  opposition  to  me  ?  Do  you 
hope  to  seize  the  power  of  the  state  ?  What  are 
your  means  ?  Are  you  the  representatives  of  the 
people?  No!  I  am  the  representative  of  the 
people  !  Four  times  have  I  been  called  to  power 
by  the  nation,  and  four  times  have  I  had  for  me 
the  votes  of  five  millions  of  French  citizens  !  I 
have  a  just  title,  and  you  have  none !  You  are 
nothing  but  the  deputies  of  the  departments  of  the 
empire !  I  alone  am  the  representative  of  the 
nation  !  What  could  you  have  done  in  the  present 
circumstances,  when  the  thing  to  be  done  is  to  re¬ 
pulse  our  invading  enemies  ?  Could  you  have 
commanded  armies  ?  Would  you  have  had  strength 
enough  to  bear  the  weight  of  the  factions  ?  They 
would  have  crushed  you,  and  you  would  have  been 
annihilated  by  the  Faubourg  St.  Antoine  and  the 
Faubourg  St.  hlarceau!  Would  you  have  been 
more  powerful  than  the  Constituent  Assembly  and 
the  National  Convention  ?  Where  are  those  states¬ 
men  now  ?  IVliat  has  liccome  of  the  Guadets  and 
the  Vergniauds  ?  They  arc  all  dead,  and  your 
fate  would  soon  have  been  the  same  as  theirs. 
How  have  you  dared  to  vote  such  an  address? 
In  a  moment  when  the  enemy  (Wellington)  has 
broken  through  one  of  our  frontiers,  can  you  seek 
to  separate  yourselves  fronr  me?  Do  you  not 
know  that  it  is  against  me  alone  that  the  allies  are 
waging  war?  But  they  know  that  if  I  fall  tlie 
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French  nation  will  be  helpless . Your  com¬ 

mittee  has  acted  in  the  spirit  of  the  Girondists. 
Your  M.  Laine  is  a  conspirator,  an  agent  of 
England,  with  which  country  he  is  in  correspond¬ 
ence  by  means  of  the  advocate  Deseze ; — the  rest 
of  you  are  factious!  I  will  keep  my  eye  on  M. 

Laine;  he  is  a  rogue .  Although  I  have 

received  from  nature  a  strong  and  proud  character, 
I  felt  the  want  of  consolation.  I  have  sacrificed 
my  passions,  my  ambition,  my  pride,  for  the  good 
of  France !  I  expected  some  gratitude,  some 
sacrifices,  some  consolation  from  you;  and  you 
vote  me  this  scandalous  committee  report.  You 
have  coupled  an  atrocious  irony  with  reproaches. 
How  can  you  reproach  me  with  my  misfortunes  ? 
I  have  supported  them  with  firmness  and  honour, 
because  I  have  a  strong  and  proud  character,  and 
if  I  had  not  had  that  pride  of  soul,  I  should  not 
now  be  seated  on  the  first  throne  of  the  universe  ! 

.  hly  throne  is  in  the  nation,  and  I  cannot 

be  separated  from  it  without  a  fatal  injury — for 
the  nation  has  more  need  of  me  than  I  have  of  the 
nation!”  After  much  more  passionate  declama¬ 
tion  of  the  same  sort,  he  said,  addressing  himself 
rather  to  the  rest  of  that  crowded  audience  than  to 
the  corps  legislatif,  “  But  in  three  months  we 
shall  have  peace ;  our  enemies  will  be  driven  from 
our  territories,  or  I  shall  be  dead!  We  have 
more  resources  than  you  imagine.  Our  enemies 
have  not  concpiered  us,  and  they  never  shall  con¬ 
quer  ns ;  they  will  be  driven  back  faster  than  they 
came.”  He  then  dismissed  the  deputies,  telling 
them  to  go  back  to  their  departments,  and  there 
tell  the  people  that  their  emperor  was  sincerely 
desirous  of  peace,  and  that  a  peace  without  dis¬ 
honour  would  be  secured  by  victory  within  three 
months. 

Although  some  men  had  reappeared  in  their 
secret  sessions,  who  both  felt  that  the  imperial 
throne  was  not  worth  three  months’  purchase  and 
who  now  wished  its  overthrow,*  the  senators  in¬ 
curred  no  such  reproaches.  They  voted  and  de¬ 
creed  whatever  w-as  bidden.  They  had  already 
passed  a  decree  for  a  new  conscription  of  300,000 

*  Tallcyratid,  who  had  heon  so  grievously  insulted,  had  not  only 
been  invited  btick  to  the  senate,  but  had  lieeu  named  a  member  of 
its  special  committee;  and  in  this  capacity  he  had  with  his  usmtl 
adroitness  put  forsvard  the  absolute  necessity  of  an  immediate  peace, 
and  that  tot)  upon  conditions  which  it  was  w.-ll  known  the  liniperor 
of  the  Iweuch  would  not  assent  to.  From  llie  moment  he  arrived  at 
Ibiris  all  e)  es  and  thoughts  w  ere  fixed  upon  him.  “  Qu’en  dit  M .  Tal¬ 
leyrand  ?  or,  What  does  M.  Talleyrand  say  about  matters?”  wasllic 
question  of  everybody;  but  it  was  a  question  which  the  cautious, 
astute  stat'-smau  was  in  no  hurry  to  answer.  Win  u  all  counienances 
were  t\\itclie<l  and  convulMui  wiili  exeileinent  and  passions  of  various 
kinds,  he  preserved  the  Dead  Sea  calm  of  bis  ouu;  and  when  all 
tongues  were  wagging  from  morning  till  night,  and  from  night  till 
muraing,  lie  wts  more  tacdnrii  than  ho  had  ever  been.  Notluug 
could  take  him  oil'  his  guard,  nothing  excite  liim ;  he  met  men  of  all 
parties,  and  stood  their  eager  scrutiny  and  sharp  interrogatories  witli- 
out  luHraying  Ids  own  deep,  fixed  tlioughts,  and  witliout  committing 
himself  in  any  way.  A  few  bous-mots  was  all  that  could  lie  got  out 
of  him.  It  was,  we  liolieve,  at  this  period  that  he  met  tlie  very  in¬ 
quisitive  M.  dc - ,  who  sqiunted  friglitfully,  or,  as  the  Fieneh 

idiom  expresses  it,  saw  crookedly  {I'oyaii  de  irarr-ra).  "Well,  how 
do  Von  think  things  are  going  on  now?’’  said  the  (pievist.  "Tout 
comme  vousx'oyez,  Monsieur,''  replied  Talleyrand.  Ibit  all  this  while 
Talleyramrs  wit  and  genius  were  planning  the  fonmlations  of  a 
peace,  with  or  without  lionajiavte,  and  the  restoration  of  the  llourhon 
dynasty,  if  ihore  should  remain  no  alternative  bnl  that,  ox  the  chances 
of  a  prolonged  war,  or  of  the  dismemberment  of  France,  or  a  return 
of  a  Ueigu  of  Terror,  with  its  Jacobin  Clubs  and  iu  guillotines. 
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men,  including  all  those  who  had  escaped  the 
conscriptions  of  former  years;  and  they  had  nearly 
doubled  the  taxes.  But  the  people  were  worn  out 
by  the  tremendous  sacrifices  they  had  already 
made,  particularly  since  the  Russian  catastrophe: 
their  newly  found  repugnance  to  the  horrors  of 
war  continued,  even  to  the  evaporation  of  their 
patriotism ;  and,  although  Wellington  and  the 
English  had  a  firm  footing  within  their  southern 
frontier,  and  although  Russians,  Prussians,  and 
Austrians  were  rushing  towards,  or  had  fairly 
crossed,  their  other  frontiers,  they  made  it  impos¬ 
sible  in  many  departments  to  raise  either  the  men 
or  the  money  required  :  and  in  some  quarters,  where 
the  Bourbon  royalism  and  the  spirit  of  Catholicism 
Avere  still  strong,  the  people  threatened  insurrec¬ 
tion.  The  Vendee  was  on  tiptoe,  and  waited  but 
for  the  signal ;  the  populace  of  Avignon,  of  Mar¬ 
seilles,  and  of  other  cities  and  towns  in  Provence 
were  athirst  for  blood  and  vengeance, — w’ere  little 
less  ferocious  than  had  been  the  Jacobin  bands  of 
Jourdan  Coupe-Tete,  when  they  perambulated 
that  country  in  1193  to  butcher  every  man  or 
woman  that  preferred  the  Catholic  church  to  the 
Temple  of  Reason,  and  the  dethroned  king  to  the 
best  of  republics.  All  parties  and  factions  had 
been  and  were  alike  fierce  and  vindictive.  It  was 
in  the  unchanged  nature  of  Frenchmen  that  they 
should  be  so.  The  twenty  years  which  had  rolled 
away  since  the  Jacobin  atrocities  had  not  carried 
aw'ay  with  them  the  passionate  desire  of  retaliation  ; 
they  had  carried  many  of  the  sufferers  to  their 
graves,  but  the  children  of  those  sufferers  sur¬ 
vived  ;  they  saw  in  many  instances  the  destroyers 
of  their  parents  possessed  of  the  little  family  pro¬ 
perty,  and  self-interest,  filial  affection,  and  a  deep- 
rooted  religious  fanaticism  all  urged  on  these  men 
of  the  South  to  acts  of  vengeance  and  violence. 
Some  of  their  worst  deeds  were  not  committed 
now,  but  at  a  later  period,  after  the  final  overthrow' 
of  Bonaparte  at  Waterloo;  but  enough  Avas  now 
done  tq  mark  the  fierce  character  of  the  people, 
and  to  show  that  in  them  or  from  them  the  falling 
emperor  could  have  no  hope.  Those  excited  men 
of  the  South  would  even  have  hailed  with  joy  the 
project  of  dissevering  for  ever  their  provinces  from 
the  rest  of  France. 

Bonaparte  had  said  before  this  that,  rather  than 
give  up  Holland,  he  Avould  sink  it  under  the  sea. 
But  by  this  time  nearly  the  Avhole  of  that  country 
Avas  freed  from  his  intolerable  dominion.  Several 
previous  attempts  had  been  made  ;  and  at  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  present  year,  Avhen  all  the  conse¬ 
quences  of  the  Russian  campaign  were  knowm,  an 
extensive  insurrection  had  been  planned  at  Am¬ 
sterdam  in  favour  of  the  long  expelled  Prince  of 
Orange.  The  confederates  had  opened  some  secret 
communications  Avith  England,  and  were  confident 
of  support  from  that  quarter.  But  the  violence  of 
the  French  in  enforcing  the  conscription  in  the 
Dutch  provinces,  in  order  to  increase  the  army 
Avith  Avhich  Bonaparte  Avas  to  meet  the  allies  in 
Germany,  drove  the  people  into  premature  insur¬ 
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rection,  and  disjointed  the  good  plan  which  had 
been  framed.  At  the  Hague,  Rotterdam,  Oud- 
Beverland,  and  other  places,  the  mob,  Aviihout  any 
previous  concert,  rose  upon  their  oppressors,  de¬ 
stroyed  the  parish-registers  necessary  for  the 
enrolment  or  conscription  lists,  took  the  town  of 
Leyden,  and  hoisted  there  the  flag  of  their  old 
stadtholder,  amidst  enthusiastic  and  incessant 
shouts  of  “Orange  Boven  !”  This  spontaneous 
and  premature  popular  insurrection  was  quenched 
in  blood.  But  Avhen  news  arrived  of  Bonaparte’s 
defeat  at  Leipzig,  and  of  his  ruinous  retreat  thence, 
the  Amsterdam  confederates,  and  other  bands  of 
patriots,  resumed  their  labours.  At  first  they  pro¬ 
ceeded  Avith  great  caution  and  secrecy  ;  but  on 
the  15th  of  November,  when  a  portion  of  the  grand 
allied  army  was  close  upon  their  frontiers,  the 
people  of  Amsterdam  rose  in  a  body,  hoisted  the 
Orange  colours,  and  proclaimed  the  sovereignty  of 
that  House.  The  French  authorities  thought 
proper  to  quit  the  city ;  and  on  the  next  day  a 
proclamation  was  issued,  in  Avhich  twenty-four 
Dutchmen  Avere  called  upon  by  name  to  assume 
the  temporary  administration  of  affairs.  On  the 
evening  of  the  iGth  the  confederates  at  the  Flague 
received  intelligence  of  all  that  had  been  done  at 
Amsterdam,  and  a  corresponding  demonstration 
was  made  forthwith  in  that  city.  The  confederates 
appointed  the  zealous  Orangist  Count  Styrum 
governor  of  the  Hague  in  the  name  of  the  Prince 
of  Orange ;  and  the  new'  governor  issued  a  procla¬ 
mation  in  the  name  of  his  prince  announcing  the 
happy  change.  So  completely  had  the  country 
been  drained  of  its  nati\'e  troops  and  resources 
during  the  three  years  and  a  half  that  it  had  been 
annexed  to  France,  that  Count  Styrum  and  the 
confederates  could  scarcely  muster  1000  Dutch 
soldiers;  and  they  had  no  arms,  ammunition,  ac¬ 
coutrements,  military  stores,  artillery,  or  horses. 
Of  monev,  as  a  matter  of  course,  there  was  none 
left;  the  exigencies  of  Bonaparte  had  demanded 
immense  supplies,  and  the  French  functionaries 
had  carried  aAvay  Avith  them  every  stiver  that  Avas 
left.  The  proceedings  of  the  patriots  were  the 
more  courageous,  as  the  French  Avcre  in  possession 
of  all  the  fortresses  and  strong  places  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  and  as  General  hlolitor  had  a  French  corps 
4000  strong  in  Utrecht,  only  tAvelve  leagues  from 
the  Hague.  But,  though  chilled  by  some  tardiness 
and  reservation  on  the  part  of  Russia,  Prussia,  and 
Austria,  the  confederates  relied  upon  prompt  aid 
from  England  ;  and  their  hopes  Avere  not  disap¬ 
pointed.  They  sent  deputies  over  to  London  to 
tell  the  Prince  of  Orange  that  his  nineteen  years 
of  exile  Avere  over,  and  to  invite  him  back  to  as¬ 
sume  the  government.  Favoured  by  Avind  and 
weather,  this  deputation  reached  the  British  capital 
— where  they  excited  a  fresh  joy  and  exultation — ' 
on  the  21st  of  November.  By  the  25th  the  Prince 
of  Orange  had  embarked  in  a  British  man-of- Avar  ; 
and  he  proceeded  to  his  native  country  Avith  the 
assurances  of  the  British  government  that  every 
necessary  aid  should  be  given  to  him,  Avhcther  in 
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troops  or  arms,  money  or  military  stores.  The 
prince  entered  the  city  of  Amsterdam  on  the  1st 
of  December,  in  the  midst  of  popular  rejoicings; 
and  he  forthwith  assumed  the  title,  not  of  Stadt- 
holder,  but  of  Sovereign  Prince  of  the  United 
Netherlands.  The  present  aid  sent  to  him  by  the 
allies  amounted  to  some  300  Cossacks;  but  a 
more  valid  support  soon  arrived  from  England  and 
from  other  quarters,  and  then  the  French  were 
easily  driven  out  of  the  open  country  and  all  the 
weaker  fortresses.  In  their  reverses  the  French 
committed  many  shameful  outrages.  Some  of 
them  fled  into  Belgium ;  but  others  threw  them¬ 
selves  within  the  formidable  walls  of  Bergen-op- 
Zoom.  Measures  were  promptly  adopted  for  the 
formation  of  a  Dutch  army,  and  within  the  short 
space  of  four  months  25,090  men  were  raised, 
armed,  and  equipjted. 

Before  this  time  the  Danish  government  had 
been  made  to  rue  its  bad  policy  in  concluding  the 
last  treaty  with  the  French,  and  in  declaring  war 
against  the  Swedes,  which  was  tantamount  to  a 
declaration  of  hostilities  against  the  whole  Eu¬ 
ropean  alliance.  From  the  north  of  Germany 
Bernadotte  found  leisure  to  march  against  the 
Danish  frontier;  and  he  took  with  him  a  force  far 
superior  to  any  that  the  royal  Dane  could  show  in 
the  field.  The  Swedes  presently  overran  Flolstein, 
surrounded  the  Danish  army,  and  reduced  its 
commander  to  sue  for  an  armistice.  The  armis¬ 
tice  was  granted,  but  only  upon  the  hard  conditions 
that  the  Swedes  should  continue  to  occupy  Hol¬ 
stein  and  part  of  Sleswig,  and  be  free  to  reduce 
some  remaining  fortresses  within  those  limits. 

It  had  been  hoped  that  the  patriotism  of  the 
Swiss,  who  had  been  robbed  by  the  French  of 
Geneva,  the  canton  of  Vaud,  and  the  great  Alpine 
pass  of  Mont  Simplon,  and  who  had  suffered  other 
and  move  intolerable  evils  (though,  because  they 
were  stronger  and  braver  than  their  neighbours, 
the  Swiss  had  sufl'ered  much  less  than  other  people 
from  the  Gallic  domnnation),  would  have  induced 
them  to  anticipate  the  conduct  or  follow  the  e.x,- 
ample  of  the  Dutch.  But  after  the  battle  of 
Leipzig,  and  as  part  of  the  allied  armies  was 
coming  within  sight  of  the  Rhine  and  of  their 
frontier,  an  extraordinary  diet  was  summoned  to 
deliberate  on  the  best  means  of  keeping  the  flames 
of  war  out  of  their  country.  This  diet,  which  met 
in  November,  ordered  some  Swiss  militia  to  guard 
or  watch  the  frontiers  on  the  Rhine,  and  at  the 
same  time  issued  a  proclamation  asserting  the  ab¬ 
solute  neutrality  of  the  nineteen  cantons.  This 
})roclamation  was  communicated  to  Bonaparte  and 
to  the  allied  sovereigns,  with  the  expressed  hope 
or  wish  that  Ijoth  the  Irelligcrent  parties  would 
respect  the  neutrality,  and  not  seek  to  pass  troops 
through  any  part  ot  the  Swiss  territories,  fl'his 
would  have  covered  France  on  her  eastern  and 
most  vulnerable  frontier,  and  would  have  shut  out 
the  allies  from  some  of  the  best  of  their  combined 
movements  of  invasion.  The  Emperor  of  the 
French,  who  had  never  respected  such  neutrality. 
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seems  to  have  deluded  himself  with  the  hope  either 
that  the  allied  sovereigns  would  be  more  scru¬ 
pulous  than  he,  or  that,  if  they  attempted  to  pass 
through  Switzerland,  the  march  of  their  forces 
would  be  opposed,  and  the  Swiss,  with  their  tradi¬ 
tional,  hereditary  antipathy  to  Austria,  would  join 
the  French.  But,  if  such  were  really  his  hopes, 
he  was  sadly  deceived.  The  allied  sovereigns 
were  determiued  not  to  be  stopped  by  the  procla¬ 
mation  of  the  diet ;  they  ofl'ered  indeed  to  gua¬ 
rantee  the  neutrality  of  the  cantons ;  but  they 
insisted  on  their  troops  crossing  through  part  of 
the  Swiss  territory  in  order  to  enter  France  in  the 
most  advantageous  manner.  They  urged  that  the 
conflict  in  which  they  were  engaged  was  no  ordi- 
narv  w'ar  for  separate  interests  and  aggrandize¬ 
ments,  but  a  rising  of  Europe  in  arms  to  free 
herself  from  the  intolerable  ambition  of  one  man, 
who  would  not  allow  other  nations  to  remain  at 
joeace  or  to  be  masters  of  their  own  territories. 
They  admitted  that  the  Swiss,  of  all  the  peoples  of 
Europe,  had  perhaps  the  least  reason  to  be  dissatis¬ 
fied  with  Napoleon  ;  it  w’as  upon  this  consideration 
they  were  not  called  upon  to  take  up  arms  against 
him;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  it  must  be  expected 
and  demanded  from  them  that  they  should  not 
oppose  the  allies  who  were  advancing  in  their  own 
defence  to  obtain  peace  by  force  of  arms  and  upon 
the  soil  of  France,  since  peace  could  not  be  gained 
from  Napoleon  in  any  other  way.  On  the  19th 
of  December  a  conference  took  place  at  the  ad¬ 
vanced  posts  of  the  allies,  now  not  far  from  Basle  ; 
and  Count  Bubna,  the  Austrian  commander,  told 
the  Swiss  deputies  that  his  troops  would  assuredly 
enter  the  Swiss  territory  on  the  following  day,  and 
proceed  to  France  by  the  shortest  road,  adding  that 
it  now  depended  on  the  Swiss  whether  they  would 
oppose  them  and  be  treated  as  enemies,  or  allow 
them  to  pass  and  be  considered  as  friends.  In  the 
latter  case  Bubna  engaged  that  the  greatest  regard 
should  be  paid  to  Swiss  property  of  every  kind, 
and  that  the  soldiers  of  the  allies  should  maintain 
the  strictest  discipline.  The  Swiss  authorities  im¬ 
mediately  entered  into  a  convention  with  the  Aus¬ 
trian  generals,  by  which  the  march  of  the  allies 
was  to  be  regulated.  At  the  same  time  Count 
Capo  dT stria,  as  envoy  from  the  Emperor  Alex¬ 
ander,  and  M.  Lebzeltern,  as  envoy  from  the  Em¬ 
peror  Francis,  reached  Zurich,  where  the  Swiss 
diet  was  sitting,  and  delivered  a  note  from  their 
sovereigns,  wdiich  proved  the  death-note  of  Bona- 
])arte’s  Swiss  mediatorship.  “The  Act  of  Me¬ 
diation,”  said  the  two  emperors,  “having  been  the 
work  of  a  foreign  influence,  inimical  to  the  rest  of 
Europe,  is  incompatible  with  the  principles  of  the 
great  European  confederation,  and  the  allied 
powers,  without  pretending  to  interfere  in  the  in¬ 
ternal  affairs  of  Switzerland,  cannot  any  longer 
allow  that  country  to  remain  under  the  tutelage  of 
the  French  emjiire.”  H'lie  true  Swiss  pride  had 
long  been  wounded  by  this  imposed  state  of  tute¬ 
lage:  instantly  nine  of  the  old  cantons,  with  Zu¬ 
rich  at  their  head,  named  deputies,  who,  on  the  29ih 
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of  December,  declared  that  the  Bonapartean  act  of 
mediation  was  dissolved,  and  then  addressed  an 
invitation  to  all  the  other  cantons,  old  or  new, 
acknowledging  their  independence,  and  the  inte¬ 
grity  of  their  respective  territories,  as  at  present 
constituted,  and  urging  them  to  send  deputies  with¬ 
out  delay  to  meet  them  at  Zurich,  and  to  concert 
and  establish  with  them  a  new  federal  pact  for 
the  whole  of  Switzerland.  E.vcept  by  Berne,  Frey- 
burg,  and  Solure,  who  wanted  to  get  back  the 
territories  which  had  been  dependent  upon  them, 
and  who  demanded  that  the  old  federal  pact  of  the 
thirteen  cantons  should  Ire  re-established  as  it 
existed  before  the  French  revolution  and  the  inter¬ 
ference  of  Bonaparte,  all  the  cantons  accepted  the 
invitation,  and  sent  their  deputies  to  Zurich.* 
Thus  the  eastern  as  well  as  the  southern  and 
northern  frontiers  of  France  were  lel’t  open  to  the 
allies ;  and  beyond  the  Alps  and  the  Apennines 
the  irritated  Murat  rvas  ready  to  raise  his  standard 
of  defection,  with  a  plan  of  campaign  concerted  to 
deprive  his  brother-in-law  of  the  whole  of  Italy 
and  its  resources.  At  the  close  of  the  year  1813 
little  was  left  to  Bonaparte  except  what  the  French 
call  xrn  beau  desespoir. 

Our  imperial  parliament,  assembling  much 
earlier  than  usual,  met  and  discussed  this  great 
crisis  of  the  civilised  world,  some  time  before  the 
Emperor  of  the  French  addressed  his  refractory 
Corps  Legislatif.  On  the  4th  of  November  the 
session  was  opened  by  the  prince  regent  in  person. 
After  a  brief  allusion  to  the  king’s  continued  in¬ 
disposition,  the  speech  from  the  throne,  which  was 
unusually  long,  and  which  had  been  composed 
with  very  unusual  care,  passed  to  the  subject  of 
the  great  and  splendid  successes  with  which  his 
majesty’s  arms  and  those  of  his  allies  had  been 
blessed  in  the  course  of  the  present  year.  It  no¬ 
ticed  the  now'  prosperous  state  of  British  commerce, 
which  no  effort  of  the  enemy  had  been  able  to 
crush.  It  then  dwelt  upon  the  decided  conviction 
which  now  happily  prevailed  throughout  so  large 
a  portion  of  Europe,  that  the  war  in  which  the 
allied  powers  were  engaged  against  the  ruler  of 
I'l'ance  wois  a  war  of  necessity,  and  that  his  views 
of  universal  dominion  could  be  defeated  only  by 
combined  and  determined  resistance.  The  grand 
rising  of  the  Germanic  people  was  hailed  as  one  of 
the  happiest  and  most  promising  of  events  ;  and  it 
was  safelv  predicted  that  public  spirit  and  national 
enthusiasm  would  triumph  there,  as  they  had  done 
in  Portugal  and  in  Spain,  which  had  set  the  example 
to  the  oppressed  nations  of  the  continent.  The 
speech  then  proceeded  to  unfold,  in  general  terms, 
the  views  of  policy  entertained  at  this  juncture  by 
the  British  government  and  its  allies,  and  to  urge 
the  necessity  of  our  continuing  our  vast  efforts 
until  the  struggle  should  be  over,  and  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  oflhre-d  of  restoring  the  blessings  of  peace. 
After  attributing  the  long  and  far-e.'ctended  war 
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to  the  insatiable  ambition  of  the  ruler  of  France, 
the  prince  regent  said,  “  Still,  no  disposition  to 
require  from  France  sacrifices  of  any  description 
inconsistent  with  her  honour,  or  just  pretensions  as 
a  nation,  will  ever  be  on  my  part,  or  on  that  of 
his  majesty’s  allies,  an  obstacle  to  peace.” 

The  speech  was  received  with  universal  assent 
and  joy  ;  the  voice  of  opposition  was  charmed  into 
silence,  or  into  open  and  hearty  concurrence ;  so 
much  unanimity  had  not  been  seen  in  parliament 
for  a  very  long  time ;  in  both  houses  the  addresses 
were  carried  wdthout  the  slightest  opposition. 
Statesmen  who  had  long  been  in  the  shade,  and 
who  had  so  often  and  so  violently  differed  with 
the  present  and  the  preceding  ministry,  especially 
as  to  the  conduct  of  the  war  and  the  management 
or  mismanagement  of  our  foreign  alliances,  now 
came  forward  to  offer  their  enthusiastic  congratula¬ 
tions,  to  recommend,  by  their  own  high  personal 
examples,  the  spirit  of  unanimity,  and  to  support 
the  government  in  its  demands  for  the  great 
finishing  effort  to  be  made  by  the  country.  Lord 
Grenville  quitted  his  beautiful  retreat  at  Dropmore, 
and  his  then  matchless  plantation  of  cedars  and 
pines,  and  appeared  in  Loudon  busy  among  the 
busiest,  and  in  the  Flouse  of  Lords  all  radiant 
with  joy.  His  consanguinity  seemed  to  entitle 
him  to  share  in  some  of  the  triumph  which  would 
have  been  awarded  to  William  Pitt,  if  Pitt  had 
lived  to  see  these  days  of  exultation  and  glory. 
Lord  Grenville’s  speech  was  one  of  the  most  elo¬ 
quent  and  most  statesmanlike  of  all  that  Avere  de¬ 
livered  in  parliament  at  this  crisis.  He  correctly 
ascribed  the  long  successful  career  of  the  French 
to  that  uniform  system  of  separation  and  disunion 
by  which  they  dissevered  and  alienated  those  con¬ 
tinental  powers,  which,  had  they  rightly  under¬ 
stood  their  mutual  interests,  would  have  been  allied 
and  fastened  together  twenty  years  ago  by  one 
common  and  indissoluble  bond  for  the  defence  of 
their  freedom  and  independence.  The  Marciuess 
Wellesley  was  cc[ually  warm  in  his  congratula¬ 
tions  on  the  events  which  had  changed  the  destinies 
of  Europe.  “  Nothing,”  said  the  marejuess, 
“  can  be  now  more  true  than  the  last  words  Avhich 
that  great  statesman  Mr.  Pitt  delivered  in  public 
— ‘  England  has  saved  herself  by  her  firmness, 
and  has  saved  other  nations  by  her  example !’  ” 
The  premier,  Lord  Liverpool,  though  little  given 
to  oratorical  disjrlays,  or  to  any  other  display,  deli¬ 
vered  a  speech  full  of  glowing  passages,  and  of 
gratitude  for  the  past  and  of  hope  for  the  future. 
The  lamentable  failures  and  disjunctions  of  former- 
coalitions  were  known  to  the  whole  world;  he 
need  not  dwell  upon  them.  “  But  rvhy  did  the 
present  coalition  differ  from  the  preceding  ones? 
What  was  this  new  life  which  gave  so  irresistible 
an  impulse  to  the  present  confederacy?  It  was 
the  feeling  of  nation-al  independence,  that  noble 
sentiment  which  impels  all  men  to  stand  before 
the  liberties  of  their  country  !  This  feeling,  which 
first  arose  among  the  nations  of  the  Peninsula,  had 
given  the  war  a  new  character.  There  had  been 
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before  wars  of  kings  and  of  governments,  but  none 
like  this  war,  between  nations,  between  peoples! 
And  all  our  principles  of  policy  and  prudence  must 
have  been  belied  if  the  issue  of  the  present  confede¬ 
racy  had  not  been  very  different  from  that  of  any 
of  the  former  coalitions.” 

In  tlie  House  of  Commons  even  Mr.  Whitbread, 
who  had  so  often  called  upon  the  government  to 
renounce  its  war  policy,  joined  his  voice  in  ap- 
jilause  and  thanksgiving,  and  declared  that  never 
did  a  more  favourable  opportunity  present  itself  for 
ns  to  e.vert  our  whole  strength.  He  particularly 
recommended  that  an  immediate  and  effectual  as¬ 
sistance  should  be  sent  to  the  brave  Dutch.  But  in 
this  house  the  most  eloquent  speech  was  delivered 
by  Mr.  Charles  Grant,  jun.  (now  Lord  Glenelg), 
who  praised  Lord  Wellington  particularly  for 
this — that  by  an  undaunted  and  intrepid  spirit, 
the  sure  proof  of  a  genius  conscious  of  its  resources, 
he  had  been  enabled  to  defy  the  public  opinion  as 
to  the  invincibility  of  the  French.  Wellington 
had  never  sunk  under  the  weight  of  the  enormous 
tame  which  had  been  made  to  surround  Massena, 
Marmont,  Jourdan,  Soult,  and  the  other  great 
Frencli  marshals,  and  he  had  successively  foiled 
or  vanquished  them  all.  Mr.  Grant  drew  a 
vivid  picture  of  the  grand  allied  armies  as  now  ex¬ 
isting,  and  as  now  advancing,  with  victory  perched 
on  every  banner — of  nobles,  and  kings,  and  princes, 
the  royalty  and  the  aristocracy  of  Europe,  fighting 
in  the  ranks  ;  of  crowds  of  accomplished  captains, 
of  men  full  of  patriotism  and  heart,  instead  of 
armies  heartless  in  the  cause,  generals  corrupt 
or  incapable,  sovereigns  and  princes  blind  alike 
to  their  fame  and  to  their  true  interests !  Lord 
Castlercagh,  with  a  not  unbecoming  national  pride, 
detailed  some  of  the  exertions  which  England  had 
made  in  the  course  of  the  present  year.  When 
the  grand  campaign  of  the  allies  began  in  the 
North,  every  party  was  poor,  and  needed  immedi¬ 
ate  supplies  of  money  j  the  great  arsenals  and 
storehouses  of  Europe  were  still  in  the  hands  or 
under  the  control  of  the  enemy,  the  military 
magazines  of  Prussia  were  his,  the  magazines  of 
Russia  had  been  nearly  exhausted  by  the  immense 
demands  of  the  preceding  year,  and  thus  arms, 
ammunition,  &c.,  were  as  much  wanted  as  money. 
The  British  government  had  lost  no  time  in  supidy- 
ing  tliese  wants  ;  and  in  several  cases  ministers  had 
taken  the  whole  responsibility  upon  themselves,  and 
had  made  large  disbursements  without  the  previous 
vote  of  })arliament.  Independently  of  the  glorious 
services  of  our  owm  army  in  the  Peninsula,  inde¬ 
pendently  of  the  direct  aid  that  had  been  given 
to^  Spain  and  Portugal,  indirect  aid  had  been 
allorclcd  to  the  Sjianisli  and  Portuguese  armies  to 
a  great  extent.  It  frequently  occurred  that  they 
were  in  utter  want  of  military  stores  and  equip¬ 
ments  j  and  in  many  instances  the  necessities  of 
those  armies  had  been  supjilicd  from  our  own 
commissariat.  The  aid  winch  had  been  granted 
to  Spain  alone  during  the  last  year,  in  money, 
stores,  &c.,  amounted  to  about  2,000,000/.  sterling. 
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During  the  last  two  years,  Portugal  had  received 
in  the  same  way  2,000,000/.  For  Sicily,  400,000/. 
had  been  voted ;  for  Sweden,  who  had  well 
earned  the  money,  1,000,000/.  There  had  been 
paid  in  subsidies  to  the  great  allied  powers  nearly 
4,000,000/.  Russia  had  received  2,000,000/., 
which  had  enabled  her  to  join  the  common  cause 
with  so  immense  an  army;  and  the  aid  given  to 
Prussia  had  enabled  her  to  double  the  amount  of 
the  force  for  which  she  originally  pledged  herself, 
or  to  throw  into  the  field  200,000  men.  Austria, 
upon  taking  the  field,  had  been  accommodated 
with  bills  of  credit  of  1,000,000/.  sterling,  together 
with  100,000  stand  of  arms  and  a  large  quantity 
of  military  stores.  In  the  mere  article  of  small- 
arms,  in  addition  to  the  great  expenditure  and 
waste  of  our  own  army,  we  had,  in  the  course  of 
the  year,  sent  500,000  muskets  to  Spain  and 
Portugal,  and  400,000  to  other  parts  of  the  conti¬ 
nent,  as  subsidiary  aid.  Wherever  a  government 
or  a  people  had  stepped  honestly  forward,  and  had 
asked  for  assistance,  it  had  been  promptly  given  by 
England.  This  promptitude,  and  this  display  of 
our  prodigious  resources,  which,  after  so  many 
years  of  war,  were  found  to  be  greatest,  most 
matured,  and  best  systematised  when  they  were 
most  needed,  had  encouraged  the  friends  and 
dismayed  the  enemies  of  Britain.  It  was  not  to 
be  supposed  that  the  war  even  now  could  be 
terminated  without  further  exertions  on  the  part  of 
England ;  nor  would  his  lordship  calculate  that 
the  expenditure  of  the  next  year  would  fall  below 
the  standard  of  this  year.  In  round  numbers  he 
estimated  the  sum  necessary  for  military  expenses 
on  the  continent  for  the  year  1814  at  10,000,000/., 
namely,  4,000,000/.  for  the  Peninsula,  and 
6,000,000/.  for  Germany,  &c.  During  the  year, 
the  entire  British  force  under  arms,  in  all  parts  of 
the  world,  exceeded  230,000  men;  yet,  notwith¬ 
standing  our  heavy  losses  in  the  Peninsula  and 
among  the  Pyrenees,  the  sacrifice  of  human  life 
was  but  a  small  per  centage  on  the  whole.  Lord 
Castlereagh  now  intimated,  in  very  general  terms, 
that  perhaps  it  would  be  expedient  to  employ  for  a 
short  time  from  15,000  to  20,000  British  troops 
in  Holland.  To  meet  this  contingency,  and  other 
exigencies  of  the  service  which  might  arise,  he 
did  not  recommend  any  actual  increase  of  our 
armed  forces,  but  merely  proposed  a  bill  to  allow'  a 
number  of  men  from  the  militia  regiments,  in  no 
case  exceeding  three-fourths  of  any  regiment,  to 
volunteer  into  the  line  on  payment  of  an  additional 
bounty  to  each  man.  These  militiamen  were  to 
be  accompanied  by  their  own  officers,  to  whom 
encouragement  was  to  be  given  for  their  volunteer¬ 
ing,  in  military  rank,  pay,  half-pay,  pensions,  &c. 
It  had,  indeed,  been  for  some  time  past  chiefly 
from  our  regular  militia  that  our  line  had  been 
fed  and  reinforced  ;  and  some  of  the  best  materials 
of  Lord  Wellington’s  army  had  l)een  volunteers 
from  our  well  trained  and  steady  militia  regiments. 
Lord  Castlereagh’s  proposal  vvas  assented  to  almost 
by  acclamation.  In  exposing  the  fatal  conset^ueneca 
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of  any  inconclusive  transitory  peace  with  Bona¬ 
parte,  Lord  Castlereagh  exhibited  tlie  unprece¬ 
dented  amount  of  French  prisoners  who  were  now 
in  tlie  hands  of  England  and  her  allies,  and  who 
would  be  liberated  and  restored  to  the  enemy  by 
the  conclusion  of  any  peace.  This  now  obstructed 
force  might  of  itself  be  sufficient  to  prevent  the 
tranquillity  of  Europe.  The  mass  of  prison¬ 
ers — sailors  and  soldiers — in  England  alone, 
was  immense ;  and  it  was  principally  through  the 
necessity  of  guarding  these  dangerous,  ingenious, 
and  often  turbulent  captives  that  our  government 
was  obliged  to  take  care  not  to  reduce  the  militia 
too  much. 

It  was  resolved  at  the  same  time  not  to  decrease, 
but  rather  to  increase,  the  naval  forces  of  Great 
Britain ;  and  that  140,000  seamen  and  31,000 
marines  should  be  employed  for  the  ensuing  year. 
They  had  turned  their  attention  rather  tardily  to 
that  quarter  ;  they  had  been  obliged  to  send  a  very 
large  fleet  into  the  Baltic,  and  to  scatter  their  ships 
in  almost  every  sea,  and  in  all  the  four  quarters  of 
the  globe ;  but  now  ministers  had  adopted  schemes 
for  sweeping  the  American  flag  from  the  ocean. 
There  were  some  faint  attempts  at  opposition,  some 
niggardly  strictures  on  the  expenses  we  were  in¬ 
curring,  and  on  the  greatness  of  the  sums  paid  to 
the  allied  governments  or  spent  in  the  Peninsula; 
but  these  murmurs  found  no  echo  in  the  country, 
which  was  excited  by  victory  and  comforted  by 
the  conviction  that  the  fall  of  the  greatest  enemy  it 
had  ever  known  was  now  close  at  hand.  Those  who 
lived  in  London,  or  in  its  neighbourhood,  in  the 
years  1812  and  1813,  can  never  wholly  forget  the 
popular  enthusiasm  which  prevailed,  as  month  by 
month,  and,  at  last,  week  by  week,  some  tidings  of  a 
fresh  victory  obtained  by  Wellington,  or  Kutusoff, 
Wittgenstien,  Bulowq  Bliicher,  or  Schwartzenberg, 
reached  the  metropolis— can  never  forget  the 
scenes  presented  at  the  illuminations  and  rejoic¬ 
ings  for  the  battles  of  Salamanca,  Vittoria,  and 
the  Pyrenees.  The  hearty  English  shouts  and 
hurrahs  of  that  million  of  voices  still  ring  in  our 
ears;  we  still  see  the  captured  glittering  French 
eagles  as  they  were  displayed  to  the  public  gaze 
in  Downing  Street ;  and,  although  thirty  long 
years  have  passed  since  then,  our  heart  can  still 
beat  and  thrill  at  the  sight,  even  as  it  then  did 
under  a  boyish  breast;  and  cold  and  un-English 
is  the  heart  that,  with  the  same  recollections,  has 
not  the  same  feelings. 

The  parliament  had  been  assembled  early,  with 
a  view  to  a  long  prorogation.  It  was,  on  many 
accounts,  not  advisable  that  a  popular  assembly 
should  continue  publicly  debating  the  great  ques¬ 
tion  of  war  and  peace  during  the  last  critical  stages 
of  the  war  ;  but  what  was  of  still  more  importance 
was,  that  ministers  should  be  relieved,  for  a  short 
season,  from  their  parliamentary  attendance  and 
toils,  and  be  so  enabled  to  devote  an  exclusive  at¬ 
tention  to  the  last  act  or  the  last  scenes  of  Bona¬ 
parte.  The  great  business  in  hand  was  to  terminate 
the  war  ;  there  would  be  time  to  deal  with  other 
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business  afterwards,  when  men’s  minds  would  be 
less  agitated.  The  Commons  had  voted  all  the 
supplies  and  subsidies  jiroposed,  and  they  had 
already  dispatched  all  the  most  pressing  questions 
relating  to  home  aflairs.  The  state  both  of  public 
and  i)rivate  business  appeared  to  admit  of  an  un¬ 
usually  long  adjournment,  without  any  inconveni¬ 
ence  or  risk  to  any  interests  ;  and,  besides,  a  recent 
act  gave  the  crown  power,  in  case  either  of  proro¬ 
gation  or  adjournment,  to  re-assemble  at  any  time 
both  Houses,  within  the  space  of  fourteen  days. 
Upon  the  26th  of  December  Lord  Castlereagh 
moved  the  adjournment  of  the  House  till  the  1st 
of  March,  1814;  and  a  similar  motion  was  made 
by  ministers  in  the  House  of  Lords.  In  both 
places  some  strong  objections  were  taken.  It  was 
said  that  the  adjournment  was  fur  much  too  long  a 
period,  and  that  the  proposition  ought  to  be  rejected 
with  indignation ;  that  ministers,  after  obtaining 
from  the  generosity  of  parliament  all  that  they 
asked  for,  wished  to  gag  its  mouth  and  prevent  its 
deliberations;  that  before  the  1st  of  March  arrived 
the  condition  of  Europe  might  be  wholly  changed; 
that  England  was  now  standing  foremost  in  these 
mighty  scenes  of  war  and  negotiation,  yet  the  mi¬ 
nisters  of  the  crown  wanted  to  act  the  whole  of  the 
grand  drama  without  the  assistance  of  parliament. 
The  ministerial  motion  was,  however,  carried  in 
both  Houses  without  a  division  ;  and  thus  the  go¬ 
vernment  w'as  enabled  to  devote  its  whole  attention 
to  the  arduous  task  in  hand. 

A.D.  1814.  The  last  act  of  the  drama  was 
played  off  with  wonderful  rapidity.  We  shall  ad¬ 
here  to  the  course  we  have  lately  followed,  and 
give  precedence  to  the  operations  in  which  Lord 
Wellington  and  the  British  army  were  immedi¬ 
ately  engaged,  for  these  events  appertain  most  to 
English  history.  The  operations  of  this  compara¬ 
tively  small  army  had  lost  none  of  their  import¬ 
ance  and  not  an  atom  of  their  glory,  by  being 
brought  into  comparison  with  the  mightier  masses 
of  the  allies  gathered  on  the  Rhine  and  the  borders 
of  Switzerland.  Wellington  and  his  army,  more¬ 
over,  w'ere  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  farther 
advanced  on  the  soil  of  France  than  any  of  the 
allies.  Instead  of  sending  reinforcements,  which 
they  might  very  well  have  done  after  the  passing 
of  Lord  Castlereagh’s  militia  volunteering  bill,  our 
government  thought  it  proper  to  recall  some  of 
Wellington’s  battalions,  with  some  ofhis  best  offi¬ 
cers.  Thus,  at  the  close  of  1813  they  had  recalled 
Sir  Thomas  Graham  in  order  to  send  him  into 
Holland,  to  take  the  command  of  the  British  forces 
gradually  collecting  there.  They  appear  to  have 
contemplated  a  still  greater  reduction  of  the  noble 
little  army  which  had  revived  all  the  lustre  of  our 
military  fame,  and  given  to  it  a  new  illustration; 
but,  if  they  ever  seriously  entertained  this  unwise 
project,  they  yielded  to  the  remonstrances,  or  rather 
to  the  plain,  straightforward,  unceremonious  state¬ 
ment  of  facts  made  to  them  by  our  great  captain. 
It  was  necessary  to  the  character  of  his  army  that 
Wellington  should  remind  ministers  of  what  it  had 
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done  ;  and  this  he  did  in  his  usual  frank  manner  : 
“  By  having  kept  in  the  field,  in  the  Peninsula,” 
said  Ids  lordship,  “  about  30,000  men,  the  British 
government  have  now  for  live  years  given  employ¬ 
ment  to  at  least  200,000  French  troops  of  the  best 
Napoleon  had,  as  it  is  ridicAilons  to  suppose  that 
either  the  Spaniards  or  Portuguese  could  have 
resisted  for  a  moment,  if  the  British  force  had  been 
withdrawn.  The  armies  now  employed  against 
ns  in  France  cannot  he  less  than  100,000  men, 
indeed  more,  including  garrisons ;  and  I  see  in  the 
French  newsjiapers  that  orders  have  been  given 
for  the  formation  at  Bordeaux  of  an  army  of  re¬ 
serve  of  100,000  men.  Is  there  any  man  weak 
enough  to  suppose  that  one-third  of  the  number 
first  mentioned  would  be  employed  against  the 
Spaniards  and  Portuguese  if  we  were  withdrawn  .? 
They  would,  if  it  was  still  an  object  to  Bonaparte 
to  conquer  the  Peninsula ;  and  he  would  succeed 
in  his  object.  But  it  is  much  more  likely  that 
he  would  make  peace  with  the  powers  of  the  Pen¬ 
insula,  and  then  have  it  in  his  power  to  turn 
against  the  grand  allied  armies  the  200,000  men, 
of  ichich  100,000  7rie!i  cne  such  troops  as  those 
allied  armies  have  uot  yet  had  to  deal  with.”* 
His  lordship  not  only  took  nothing  and  allowed 
nothing  to  be  taken  from  the  French  people  among 
whom  his  army  was  cantoned,  hut  he  also  dis¬ 
bursed  considerable  sums  for  maintaining  a  police 
in  the  country,  which  must  otherwise  have  been 
exposed  to  lawless  excesses  and  to  a  temporary 
anarchy,  as  the  Bonapartean  authorities  had  all 
tied,  and  no  French  civil  authorities  had  succeeded 
tbem. 

Bonaparte  hoped  that  by  dictating  a  treaty  to 
the  weak-minded  Ferdinand,  he  might  bring  to  his 
assistance  in  the  threatened  interior  of  France  the 
whole  of  Suchet’s  army,  with  all  the  French  gar¬ 
risons  remaining  in  Valencia  and  Catalonia ;  that 
by  restoring  the  old  dynasty  he  might  induce  the 
belief  that  he  gave  up  for  ever  all  thoughts  of  the 
Peninsula,  or — failing  in  this — that  he  should  have 
the  advantage  of  seeing  the  sudden  return  of  the 
Bourbon  ])rince  followed  by  a  fierce  social  war  be¬ 
tween  the  Royalists,  the  clergy,  and  the  monks  on  the 
one  hand,  and  the  Cortes  and  the  Liberates  on  the 
other.  Fully  aware  of  the  advantages  to  be  derived 
from  suddenness  and  secrecy,  Bonaparte  sent  to  the 
weak  and  spiritless  captive  of  Valencay  one  M. 
de  Laforest,  who  had  formerly  been  ambassador  at 
IMadrid,  but  who  now  travelled  under  the  feigned 
name  ot  M.  Dubois.  This  emissary  reached  Va- 
leneay  and  concluded  his  negotiations  before  the 
English  or  the  Spanish  Cortes  knew  anvthing 
of  the  matter.  There  was,  however,  some  demur 
on  the  part  of  the  poor  Bourbon  prisoner  of  state. 
Laforest,  in  the  name  of  Iris  nraster,  demanded 
that  ferdinand  should  concert  means  for  getting 
the  English  entirely  out  of  the  Peninsula.  Fer- 
dinarrd  felt  that  tliis  would  he  no  very  easv  or 
grateful  task :  he  represented  that  he  could  make 
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no  treaty,  that  he  could  take  no  measures,  with¬ 
out  the  consent  of  the  Spanish  regency ;  that  he 
was  ignorant  of  the  real  state  of  his  own  country, 
as  during  the  five  years  and  a  half  he  had  been 
kept  in  France  he  knew  nothing  more  of  the  state 
of  affairs  than  what  he  read  in  the  French  news¬ 
papers.  Laforest  said  that  those  newspapers  had 
exhibited  the  true  state  of  things ;  but  it  was 
scarcely  possible  that  Ferdinand  should  be  so  dull 
as  to  believe  him.  The  secret  ambassador  em¬ 
ployed  the  arguments  which  Bonaparte  put  into 
his  mouth  ;  and,  absurd  and  monstrous  as  they 
were,  these  arguments  were  certainly  calculated  to 
work  deeply  into  the  mind  of  a  despotic  prince 
who  could  have  no  notion  of  any  form  of  govern¬ 
ment  except  absolute  monarchy.  Laforest  told 
him  of  the  daring  and  democratic  tendencies  of  the 
Cortes,  who  had  been  enabled,  by  the  assistance  of 
British  arms,  to  assemble  and  keep  together. 
Great  Britain,  he  said,  being  almost  a  republic 
herself,  and  being  eager  to  swallow  up  the  Spanish 
eommerce  and  colonies,  had  encouraged  Jacobin¬ 
ism  and  anarchy  in  Spain,  in  order  to  destroy 
both  the  monarchy  and  the  nobility,  and  erect  a 
weak  dependent  republic.  This  state  of  things 
could  not  but  be  distressing  to  France,  the  near 
neighbour  of  Spain,  and  therefore  it  was  that  the 
Emperor  Napoleon  was  so  anxious  to  prevent  it,  by 
restoring  Ferdinand,  and  concluding  a  previous 
treaty  of  amity  and  alliance  with  him.  At  last  the 
captive  prince  consented  that  one  of  the  Spanish 
noblemen  in  France  should  negotiate  a  treaty  with 
M.  Laforest.  The  Duque  de  San  Carlos  was 
immediately  dispatched  by  Bonajiarte  to  Valemjay  ; 
and  on  the  11th  of  December  (181.3)  a  treaty  was 
concluded  and  signed.  It  stated  that  the  Emperor 
of  the  French  recognised  Ferdinand  VII.  and  his 
successors  askings  of  Spain  and  of  the  Indies^ 
that  the  Flmperor  of  the  French  recognised  the 
integrity  of  the  Spanish  territory  as  it  existed  before 
the  war,  and  would  deliver  up  to  the  Spaniards 
such  provinces  and  fortified  places  as  the  French 
still  occupied  in  Spain  ;  thatFerdinand  VII.  obliged 
himself  to  maintain  tlie  integrity  of  his  territory 
&c.,  and  to  make  the  English  evacuate  all  provinces 
and  ])laces  in  or  belonging  to  Spain  immediately; 
that  the  two  contracting  powers  bound  themselves 
to  maintain  their  maritime  rights  against  England, 
&c. ;  that  all  Spaniards  who  had  adhered  to  King 
Joseph  should  re-enter  upon  the  honours,  rights, 
and  privileges  which  they  had  enjoyed  under  him, 
and  upon  all  the  property  of  which  they  miclit 
have  been  deprived  by  the  Cortes,  and  that  all 
prisoners  on  both  sides  should  be  immediately 
sent  home.  [This  last  clause,  if  it  could  have  been 
executed,  woidd  have  given  to  Bonaparte,  at  the 
critical  moment,  many  thousands  of  veteran  troops, 
whereas  he  had  few  or  none  of  that  descrii)tion  of 
force  to  give  back  to  Spain.]*  Ferdinand  now 
addressed  a  letter  to  the  Spanish  regency,  this 

•  Fi*r(Unan«l  also  bound  himself  to  |);»y  annually  to  his  father, 
C'liarles  IV. ^  the  sum  of  30,000,000  veals;  anti  in  case  of  his  falher’a 
death,  an  annuity  of  2,000,000  reals  to  the  ex  (lueeu,  his  mother. 
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being  the  first  communication  whicli  he  had  know¬ 
ingly  been  ])ermitted  to  hold  with  his  own  country 
since  his  entrapment  at  Bayonne.  Of  the  Cortes, 
the  representatives  of  the  nation,  he  took  no  notice  ; 
and  it  was  evidently  his  wish,  and  the  counsel  of 
his  brother  Don  Carlos,  his  uncle  Don  Antonio, 
and  the  other  Spaniards  who  surrounded  him,  that 
the  Cortes  should  cease  to  exist.  Some  rational 
doubts  may  be  entertained  as  to  some  subsequent 
parts  of  these  mysterious  transactions,  fur  they  are 
told  on  one  hand  by  partisans  of  Ferdinand,  who 
wish  to  save  the  character  and  enhance  the  pa¬ 
triotism  and  political  penetration  of  their  king, 
and  they  are  related  on  the  other  hand  by  dis¬ 
appointed,  enraged  Liberales,  who  maintain  that 
their  prince,  or  king,  was  a  drivelling  idiot,  capa¬ 
ble  of  trick  and  cunning,  but  incapable  of  patriot¬ 
ism  or  any  other  magnanimous  feeling.  According 
to  one  party,  he  knew,  through  ISIadame  de  Talley¬ 
rand  and  the  light  of  his  own  reason,  that  the 
downfall  of  Bonaparte  was  a  certainty  ;  and,  even 
without  this  consoling  knowledge,  he  would  have 
preferred  remaining  in  his  captivity  and  exposed 
to  the  old  fate  of  dethroned  and  imprisoned  kings 
(with  which,  they  say,  he  was  more  than  once 
menaced),  to  returning  to  the  Spanish  throne  with 
dishonour  to  himself,  or  danger  or  dishonour  to 
the  Spanish  nation.  According  to  the  other  ex¬ 
treme  party,  he  still  believed  in  the  irresistible 
destiny  of  Bonaparte ;  he  would  even  now  have 
consented  to  a  matrimonial  alliance  with  the  Bona¬ 
parte  family;  and  he  cared  not  to  what  dishonour 
he  sunk  himself  and  his  country,  provided  he  could 
only  return  to  reign,  to  re-establish  the  Inquisition, 
and  to  take  a  bloody  vengeance  on  the  men  who 
had  revived  the  ancient  and  free  institutions  of 
Spain.  But  the  story,  as  told  by  Ferdinand's 
apologists,  is  sufficiently  base.  The  Duque  de 
San  Carlos,  who  had  negotiated  the  treatv,  w'as 
made  the  bearer  of  it,  and  of  Ferdinand’s  royal 
letter  to  "'the  Regency.  And  the  Duque  was 
secretly  instructed  by  the  king  to  inquire  into 
the  spirit  of  the  Regency  and  Cortes,  and  if  he 
should  find  them  devout,  loyal  men  (and  not 
tainted  with  infidelity  and  Jacobinism),  he  was 
then  to  let  the  Regency  know — but  in  the  greatest 
secrecy — that  his  royal  intention  really  w^as  that 
the  treaty  should  be  ratified,  if  it  could  be  done 
without  injury  to  the  good  faith  which  Spain 
owed  to  her  allies,  and  without  injury  to  the  public 
weal.  Should  the  Regency  be  of  opinion  that  the 
treaty  might  be  ratified  upon  an  understanding 
with  England  temporariljq  and  until  his  return  to 
Spain  should  be  efi'ected,  upon  the  supposition  that 
he  (without  whose  free  approbation  it  could  not  be 
complete)  would  not  ratify  it  when  at  liberty,  but 
declare  it  to  have  been  constrained  and  null,  then 
and  in  that  case  he  wished  the  Regency  so  to 
ratify  it,  because  the  French  could  not  reasonably 
reproach  him,  if,  having  acquired  information  con¬ 
cerning  the  real  state  of  Spain,  which  had  been 
withheld  from  him  in  his  captivity,  he  should  re¬ 
fuse  to  confirm  the  treaty.  But,  continued  these 


.Jesuitical  instructions,  which  were  meant  to  dupe 
the  Spanish  Liberales  as  well  as  Bonaparte,  if  the 
Duque  de  San  Carlos  should,  upon  his  diligent  and 
secret  inquiry,  find  out  that  the  Regency  and  the 
Cortes  were  really  infected  with  infidelity  and 
Jacobinism,  then  he  w'as  to  reserve  his  explana¬ 
tions,  and  sinqily  demand  from  them  the  ratifica¬ 
tion  of  the  said  treaty ;  for,  if  such  were  the 
principles  of  the  governing  party  in  Spain,  the 
sooner  the  king  returned  to  curb  it  the  better,  and 
the  ratification  of  the  treaty  by  them  would  not 
prevent  his  majesty  from  continuing  the  war 
against  the  French,  if  the  interest  and  good  faith 
of  the  Spanish  nation  should  require  it.  But  this 
last  reserved  intention  of  King  Ferdinand  was  to 
be  kept  profoundly  secret,  close  in.  the  deepest 
recesses  of  the  Duque  de  San  Carlos’s  Spanish 
heart,  lest  through  any  babbling  or  treachery  it 
should  be  made  known  to  the  French  government. 

'I'he  duque  travelled  from  Valencay  under  a 
feigned  name,  as  M.  de  Laforest  had  travelled  to 
that  place,  Ferdinand  being  apparently  quite  as 
anxious  as  Bona[)arte  that  his  mission  should  not 
be  suspected  by  the  English.  The  duque  took  the 
eastern  road,  entered  Spain  by  Catalonia,  and,  with 
the  treaty  of  Valencay  and  the  royal  letter  in  his 
pocket,  he  arrived  secretly  at  Suchet’s  head-quar¬ 
ters,  on  his  way  to  Madrid.  It  is  said  that  this 
arrival  hud  the  immediate  effect  of  paralyzing  the 
Spanish  corps  d’armae  of  General  Copons,  who 
had  promised  to  co-operate  actively  with  General 
Clinton,  but  who  was  now  fully  informed  by  some 
of  Sachet’s  people,  or  by  the  Duque  de  San  Carlos 
himself,  that  amicable  arrangements  had  been  en¬ 
tered  into,  which  would  render  equally  unnecessary 
the  presence  of  Clinton’s  and  Wellington’s  armies, 
and  any  further  campaigning  or  fighting  on  the 
part  of  any  of  the  Spanish  generals.  It  is  added, 
that,  but  for  the  promptitude  with  which  the 
Cortes  quashed  the  worse  than  duplex  treaty, 
General  Copons,  regardless  of  the  safety  of 
Clinton  and  his  army,  would  have  concluded  a 
separate  armistice  with  Marshal  Sucliet.  The 
Spanish  regency  was  now  a  nullity,  as  the 
Cortes,  wdth  their  one  chamber  or  house,  had  made 
themselves  an  executive  as  well  as  legislative  body, 
and  had  monopolised  all  the  powers  of  government. 
When  San  Carlos  made  the  treaty  known,  he  found 
that  the  Cortes  were  not  so  very  anxious  fur  the 
return  of  their  sovereign,  and  that  they  would  not 
ratify  the  treaty  either  with  or  without  the  mental 
reservation  which  Ferdinand  recommended.  On 
the  8th  of  January  the  regency,  at  the  bidding  of 
the  Cortes,  rejilied  to  his  most  Catholic  majesty, 
that  they  were  happy  to  hear  of  his  good  health  and 
noble  sentiments  ;  that  they  and  the  Spanish  peo- 
])le  were  very  i'aithful,  loyal,  and  afl’ectionate ;  that 
they  w'ould  continue  to  make  the  greatest  sacrifices 
to  see  him  placed  upon  the  throne  of  love  and  jus¬ 
tice  which  they  had  prepared  for  him  ;  but  that 
for  the  present  they  must  content  themselves  with 
declaring  that  he  was  the  beloved  and  desired  of 
the  whole  nation.  And  then  followed  their  abso- 
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lute  rejection  of  the  treaty.  It  was  their  duty, 
they  said,  to  put  him  in  possession  of  a  decree 
passed  by  tlie  Cortes  on  the  Jst  of  January,  1811. 
And  this  decree,  which  they  enclosed  in  their  an¬ 
swer  to  Ferdinand,  was  that  by  which  the  Cortes 
enacted  that  no  treaty  concluded  by  the  king  dur¬ 
ing  his  restraint  and  captivity  could  be  recognised 
by  Spain.  Bonajjarte,  who  was  now  as  eager  to 
withdraw  the  remnant  of  his  troops  from  Si)ain  ns 
ever  he  had  been  to  send  his  armies  thither,  re¬ 
leased  Generals  Palafox  and  Zayas  from  the  donjon 
of  Vincennes,  and  sent  them  to  Valencay,  to  per¬ 
suade  Ferdinand  to  e.xert  himself  in  order  to  pro¬ 
cure  an  immediate  armistice  between  Suchet  and 
the  Spanish  generals.  Don  Pedro  de  Macanaz 
had  arrived  before,  and  the  canon  Escoiquiz  soon 
followed  Palafox  and  Zayas :  the  canon  had  appa¬ 
rently  the  same  mission  as  the  two  generals,  and, 
as  a  churchman,  he  might  be  eager  for  the  re¬ 
storation  of  his  king,  as  the  most  ])robable  means 
of  putting  an  end  to  the  war  which  the  Cortes  were 
madly  waging  against  church  property  and  eccle¬ 
siastical  dignitaries.  M.  de  Laforcst,  who  conti- 
T)ued  at  Valencay,  now  proposed  to  the  assembled 
Spaniards,  that  they  should  all  exert  themselves  in 
working  out  the  wishes  of  King  F’crdinand  and  of 
the  Emperor  Napoleon  for  a  general  suspension  of 
hostilities,  “  humanity  requiring  that  all  useless 
expenditure  of  biood  should  be  avoided.”  Mar¬ 
shal  Suchet  had  been  appointed  by  the  emperor 
liis  commissioner  for  executing  the  evacuation  of 
the  Spanish  fortresses  and  territory  ;  Sitchet  had 
full  powers  to  treat  for  an  armistice,  and  it  there¬ 
fore  depended  solely  upon  the  Spanish  govern¬ 
ment  to  expedite  this  business  and  ])ut  an  end 
to  the  horrors  of  war,  which  had  so  long  desolated 
their  country.  The  generous  emperor,  too,  was 
quite  ready  to  release,  all  his  Spanish  prisoners  ; 
the  generals  and  officers  should  travel  post,  the 
common  soldiers  should  be  marched  to  the  frontier, 
and  be  delivered  up  as  fast  as  they  arrived.  Could 
Spaniards  who  loved  their  king  and  country  hesi¬ 
tate  ?  Macanaz  and  Escoiquiz  assented  to  all  tliat 
the  French  diplomatists  said,  and  Palafox  under¬ 
took  to  go  into  Spain  and  there  endeavour  to  ac¬ 
complish  his  wishes.  This  was  before  the  Duque 
de  San  Carlos  had  reached  IMadrid,  or  before  any 
intelligence  had  been  received  from  him.  Ferdi¬ 
nand  therefore  gave  Palafox  a  duplicate  of  the 
duque’s  commission,  in  case  any  accident  might 
have  befallen  that  incognito  envoy  upon  the  road  ; 
and  also  a  letter,  in  which  he,  the  king,  expressed 
his  belief  that  the  regency  would  have  ratified  the 
treaty  before  Palafox’s  arrival  at  Madrid.  But 
at  the  same  time  Ferdinand  gave  Palafox  secret 
instructions  to  sec  the  English  ambassador  at  Ma¬ 
drid,  and  tell  him,  in  the  king’s  name,  that  the 
treaty  was  a  hoax.  Palafox  arrived  safely  at  the 
Spanish  capital,  but  his  journey  was  useless.  On 
the  28th  of  January  the  regency,  or  rather  the 
Cortes,  replied  that  they  must  refer  his  majesty  to 
their  former  Icbcr  and  to  the  decree  therein  con¬ 
tained  ;  that  an  ambassador  extraordinary  and  ple- 
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nipotentiary  had  now  been  named  on  his  majesty’s 
behalf,  to  attend  a  congress  (the  congress  of  Cha- 
tillon),  in  which  the  allied  powers  were  about  to 
give  peace  to  Europe;  that  in  that  congress  the 
Spanish  treaty  would  be  concluded ;  that  it  would 
soon  be  ratified,  not  by  the  regency,  but  by  his 
majesty  himself  in  his  royal  palace  of  Madrid,  &c. 

Lord  Wellington  had  been  vexed  by  these 
transactions  ;  but  he  had  not  been  taken  by  sur¬ 
prise.  He  had  clearly  foreseen  that  Bonaparte 
would  adopt  some  measures  of  the  sort  in  order  to 
get  back  Suchet’s  army,  and  to  excite  disturbances 
in  Spain.  He  had  obtained  information  respecting 
the  mysterious  journey  of  the  Duque  de  San  Car¬ 
los,  of  the  treaty  of  which  he  w'as  the  bearer,  and 
of  the  papers  connected  with  it :  he  knew  perfectly 
well  of  Palafox’s  expedition  ;  and  lie  expected  that 
Bonaparte  would  make  a  seeond  effort,  and  meet 
the  wishes  of  the  Cortes  by  withdrawing  his  troops 
from  Spain  without  exacting  any  conditions.  But 
he  was  indignant  at  the  conduct  of  General  Copons 
in  concealing  what  he  knew  of  the  Dmiue  de  San 
Carlos’  arrival  and  the  nature  of  his  mission,  and 
in  making  no  report  to  him.  His  lordship  knew 
better  than  any  man  that  the  irreconcilable  preten¬ 
sions  of  the  Liberales  and  royalists  must  sooner 
or  later  plunge  Spain  into  an  anarchy ;  but  he 
hoped  to  have  done  w’ith  the  w'ar  before  this  great 
storm  could  break  out  in  his  rear. 

As  soon  as  his  lordship  could  get  his  supplies, 
and  could  put  his  army  in  motion,  he  commenced 
a  series  of  operations  intended  to  drive  Marshal 
Soult,  not  only  from  his  entrenched  camp  under 
the  walls  of  Bayonne,  but  also  from  all  the  country 
on  the  left  of  the  Adour.  Early  in  February,  in 
spite  of  the  badness  of  the  weather  and  the  roads, 
he,  by  a  succession  of  brilliant  movements  and 
partial  engagements,  drove  Soult  before  him, 
making  him  abandon  the  Bidasoa  altogellier,  quit 
his  entrenched  camp  and  cross  the  Gave  d'Oleron, 
an  affluent  of  the  Adour.  On  the  21  th  of  February 
he  fell  upon  the  marshal’s  army  concentrated  at 
Orthez,  routed  it,  and  pursued  it  to  the  banks  of 
the  Adour.  In  this  battle  of  Orthez  the  allies  had 
277  killed  and  about  2000  wounded  or  missing  ; 
but  the  French  loss  was  very  great  in  the  battle, 
and  still  greater  in  the  retreat,  for  the  fresh  con¬ 
scripts  deserted  in  masses,  throwing  away  their 
arms,  and  flying  like  a  rabble.  On  the  1st  of 
March  Wellington’s  head-quarters  were  at  St. 
Sever,  beyond  the  Adour.  Through  the  victorv  of 
Orthez  and  this  rapid  advance,  the  French  garrison 
in  Bayonne  was  left  to  its  own  resources,  and  the 
high  road  to  the  important  city  of  Bordeau.x — a 
city  teeming  with  royalists  and  counter-revolu¬ 
tionists — was  thrown  open  to  the  allies.  Sir  John 
Hope,  with  a  division  of  the  army,  immediately 
invested  Bayonne ;  and  ^Marshal  Beresford  was 
detached  with  two  divisions  to  occupy  Bordeaux. 
On  the  arrival  of  Beresford  the  mayor  and  most 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Bordeaux,  of  their  own 
accord,  proclaimed  Louis  XVHI.  As  the  allied 
powers  had  not  yet  pledged  themselves  to  support 
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the  Bourbon  cause,  or  not  to  treat  with  Bonaparte 
as  the  ruler  of  France,  Lord  Wellington  had  most 
particularly  and  emphatically  instructed  Beresford 
not  to  originate  nor  encourage  any  rising  of  the 
Bourbon  ])arty  ;  on  no  account  to  encourage  hopes 
which  might  be  disappointed,  or  to  excite  insur¬ 
rectionary  movements  which  might  be  put  down 
and  avenged  with  blood,  if  the  allied  sovereigns 
should  eventually  negotiate  a  peace  with  the  pre¬ 
sent  ruler,  and  leave  Bonaparte  on  the  throne  of 
France.  In  all  directions  the  same  delicate  regard 
was  i)aid  to  the  future  safety  of  the  French  roy¬ 
alists,  nor  was  any  encouragement  given  to  them 
as  an  active  counter-revolutionary  party  until 
Bonaparte  had  abdicated  the  throne  and  taken  his 
departure  to  the  island  of  Elba.  A  general  insur¬ 
rection  of  the  south  would  have  facilitated  the 
work  in  hand,  and  wotdd  have  given  great  satisfac¬ 
tion  to  the  Bourbon  princes  and  their  agents,  who 
for  some  time  past  had  constantly  surrounded  and 
importuned  the  British  general,  and  who  had  not 
unfrequently  complained  that  he  was  injuring  their 
cause  by  throwing  cold  water  upon  the  loyal 
enthusiasm  of  the  French;  but  it  suited  not  the 
political  morality  of  Wellington  to  commit  the  lives 
and  fortunes  of  these  royalists  before  he  knew  that 
they  would  not  be  'abandoned  by  the  allies.  And 
yet,  while  Wellington  was  pursuing  this  line  of  con¬ 
duct,  and  while  the  headlong  French  royalists  were 
blaming  him  for  not  protecting  them  from  the 
consequences  of  their  own  rash  conduct.  Marshal 
Soult  and  General  Count  Gazan  issued  a  turgid 
and  insulting  proclamation,  accusing  the  British 
commander  of  fomenting  revolt  and  civil  war  in 
France;  of  seeking  to  obtain, by  means  of  intestine 
factions,  those  advantages  which  he  could  not  gain 
by  the  sword.  And  tliis,  too,  was  said  when  tlie 
sword  of  Wellington  luid  cut  his  way  from  the 


frontiers  of  Portugal  far  into  the  interior  of  France, 
unaided,  unsupported,  but  thwarted  or  impeded  by 
an  infinitude  of  causes  which  would  have  broken 
the  heart  or  have  turned  the  brain  of  almost  any 
other  commander.  This  disgraceful  proclamation, 
which  could  still  deceive  thousands  of  Frenchmen 
remote  from  the  scene  of  action,  did,  indeed,  go  to 
prove  the  justness  of  a  remark  which  his  lordship 
had  made  Iting  ago,  when  the  system  was  in  its 
perfection — that  it  was  impossible  for  people  in 
France  to  know  the  truth,  the  whole  system  of 
Bonaparte’s  government  being  based  on  trickery 
and  deception. 

On  the  18th  of  March  Lord  Wellington  ad¬ 
vanced  his  victorious  army  to  Vic  Bigorre,  and 
Soult  retreated  to  some  good  positions  at  Tarbes. 
It  was  thought  that  the  French  marshal  would 
stand  and  fight  a  general  battle  here,  but  he  did 
not,  continuing,  on  the  20th,  his  retreat  towards 
Toulouse,  where  he  arrived  on  the  24il).  The 
main  object  of  Soult’s  movements  was  to  facilitate 
a  junction  with  Marshal  Suchet,  who,  through  the 
imbecility  of  King  Ferdinand  and  the  want  of 
activity  and  daring  in  Copons  and  the  other  Sjja- 
nish  generals  in  the  east,  had  been  allowed  to 
withdraw  14,000  men  from  Catalonia,  in  addition 
to  another  force,  of  from  8000  to  10,000,  which 
he  had  previously  detached  into  France.  Seeing 
that  nothing  could  be  gained  by  keeping  him, 
while  there  was  a  chance  of  gaining  much  by  re¬ 
leasing  him,  Bonaparte  ordered  Ferdinand  to  be 
let  loose  from  his  pleasant  prison  bower  at  Ahden- 
^ay,  and  whisked  across  the  Pyrenees.  The  cap¬ 
tive  king  reached  Perpignan  on  the  22nd  of 
March,  and  there  agreed  with  Suchet  to  allow 
him  to  withdraw,  not  only  the  forces  he  had  in  the 
field,  but  also  the  garrisons  he  had  in  the  fortresses 
of  Catalonia,  which  garrisons  were  all  blockaded 
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by  Spanish  troops,  and  very  near  the  capitulating 
point.  But  the  Cortes  had  previously  resolved 
that  these  garrisons  should  not  be  allowed  to  return 
to  France  with  their  arms;  and  they  referred  the 
question  of  the  king’s  unwise  agreement  with 
Suchet  to  Lord  Wellington,  who  declared,  in  the 
strongest  manner,  that  the  said  garrisons  in  Cata¬ 
lonia,  or  any  other  French  force  whatsoever, 
ought  to  be  allowed  no  capitulation,  except  on  the 
condition  of  their  being  prisoners  of  war.  From 
15,000  to  18,000  Frenchmen  were  shut  up  in 
these  garrisons ;  they  were  not  conscripts,  but,  for 
the  most  part,  veteran  troops,  wdth  a  spirit  as  yet 
unbroken  by  any  decisive  defeat ;  and,  if  Suchet 
could  have  united  his  whole  force  and  have 
brought  it  to  join  Soult  on  the  Garonne,  the 
enemy  must  have  been  too  strong  for  Wellington, 
whose  forces  w'ere  much  weakened  by  the  blockade 
of  Bayonne  and  the  occupation  of  Bordeaux. 
Suchet,  bowever,  had  already  detached  10,000 
men  into  France,  and  he  was  allowed  to  move  off 
with  the  14,000  disposable  men  he  had  in  the 
held.  From  the  defiles  of  Catalonia,  where  he 
ought  to  have  been  crushed  or  reduced  to  the  plight 
of  Dupont  at  Baylen,  Marshal  Suchet  marched 
across  the  broad  isthmus  which  joins  France  to 
the  Pyrenees  and  to  Spain;  but  it  was  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  April  before  he  reached  Narbonne,  and 
then  he  halted.  He  had  still  a  very  long  march 
to  perform  before  he  could  join  Soult.  And,  as 
part  of  the  Austrian  army,  which  had  poured  into 
France  through  Switzerland,  had  reached  Lyons, 
and  had  established  its  outposts  considerably  to 
the  south  of  that  great  city,  he  may  have  bad  some 
apprehension  that  they  would  interpose  in  force 
between  him  and  Toulouse.  Besides,  it  is  evident 
that  he  had  never  had  any  great  desire  to  place 
himself  under  Soult’s  orders,  or  to  unite  the  un¬ 
broken  veterans  be  had  saved  to  the  broken  and 
disorderly  army  which  could  stand  nowhere. 

Soult,  as  we  have  seen,  arrived  at  Toulouse  on 
the  24th  of  March;  on  the  2Tth  Wellington  was 
close  to  liim,  in  front  of  Toulouse;  but  the  broad, 
deep,  and  rapid  river  Garonne  fluw'ed  between  them, 
the  best  ]iassages  were  defended  by  French  artil¬ 
lery,  and  the  English  pontoons  and  other  means  of 
carrying  over  troops,  cannon,  and  stores,  were  very 
defective.  It  was  therefore  the  9th  of  April  before 
AVellington  got  the  allied  army  to  the  right  bank 
of  the  Garonne.  On  the  lOtli  was  fought  the 
bloody  battle  of  Toulouse.  This  has  been  held  to 
have  been  a  useless  display  of  heroism,  and  unneces¬ 
sary  waste  of  human  life  ;  but  the  British  general 
knew  not  the  events  and  causes  which  had  rendered 
the  combat  unnecessary ;  and  in  fighting  he  had 
one  grand  object  in  view,  which  was  to  beat  and 
scatter  the  army  of  Soult  before  it  could  be  joined 
by  Suchet,  and  to  prevent  that  union  of  the  two 
marshals  which  might  have  revived  the  hopes  of 
the  abdicating  emperor,  and  have  brought  him 
down  to  the  South  to  try  another  throw  of  the  dice. 
If  this  had  happened,  and  if  the  Austrians  had  not 
,  moved  forward  from  Lyons  with  much  more  ra¬ 
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pidity  than  they  usually  employed,  the  weakened 
army  of  Wellington  would  have  been  exposed  at 
least  to  the  chances  of  a  defeat,  and  of  a  long  and 
disastrous  retreat.  Soult  now  occupied  another 
entrenched  camp  of  a  very  formidable  description, 
on  the  eastern  side  of  the  city  of  Toulouse,  on  a 
range  of  heights  between  the  river  Ers  and  the 
great  canal  of  Languedoc.  He  had  redoubts  and 
entrenchments,  and  tremendous  teles  cle  pout  both 
on  the  river  and  on  the  canal,  which  must  both  Ire 
crossed  by  the  allies.  Although  Bonaparte  had 
made  very  large  drafts  upon  Soult’s  army  of  the 
South  to  strengthen  his  owm  army  in  Champagne, 
the  marshal  had  pretty  nearly  an  equality  of  num¬ 
bers,  while  in  artillery  he  had  a  great  superiority. 
According  to  the  best  calculation  w'hich  has  been 
made,  Soult  had  not  less  than  42,000  men,  while 
Wellington  bad,  in  British,  Germans,  and  Portu¬ 
guese  about  30,000,  and  in  Spaniards  about  15,000. 
Nearly  the  whole  position  w^as  bristling  with  Soult’s 
guns  ;  and  many  of  these  were  so  placed  in  battery 
on  the  summits  of  hills  that  they  could  make  a 
plunging  fire  into  the  ascending  attacking  columns. 
Moreover,  there  were  many  strongly  built  houses, 
which  had  been  fortified  and  crammed  with  tirail¬ 
leurs  :  and  there  were  scattered  villages,  strong 
stone  walls  separating  the  vineyards  and  orchards, 
and  a  multiplicity  of  streamlets,  and  of  trenches 
cut  for  the  purposes  of  irrigation.  All  the  roads, 
too,  were  detestable,  some  of  them  knee-deep  with 
mud  or  soft  slippery  clay,  which  was  far  more  dis¬ 
advantageous  to  those  who  had  to  march  consider¬ 
able  distances  to  get  to  the  attack  than  to  those 
who  were  fixed  and  stationary,  and  who  had  to 
meet  the  attack  behind  jjrepared  and  fortified  lines.* 
IMost  fortunately  the  18th  hussars,  under  the  im¬ 
mediate  command  of  Colonel  ^Tvian,  had  attacked 
and  defeated  a  superior  body  of  French  cavalry, 
had  driven  them  through  the  village  of  Croix 
d’Orade,  liad  taken  about  100  prisoners,  and  had 
given  the  allies  possession  of  an  important  bridge 
over  the  Ers.  As  day  dawned  on  the  morning  of 
the  10th  of  April  (it  w’as  Easter  Sunday,  the 
holiest  of  all  Sabbaths,  a  day  of  peace  and  recon- 
ediation,  and  the  church-bells  of  the  distant  vil¬ 
lages  were  calling  the  devout  peasantry  to  matins 
and  early  mass)  the  columns  of  the  allies  began  to 
move  to  their  various  points  of  attack,  and  to  one 
of  the  fiercest  and  deadliest  scenes  that  war  can 
present.  ^Marshal  Beresford  moved  first  with  the 
4tli  and  6th  divisions,  who  crossed  the  Ers  by  the 
bridge  of  Croix  d’Orade,  gained  after  some  hard 
fighting  ])ossessiun  of  the  village  of  hlontblanc, 
and  then  attacked  and  carried  some  heights  on 
Soult’s  right,  and  the  redoubt  which  had  been  in¬ 
tended  to  cover  and  protect  that  flank  :  but  the 
French  were  still  in  possession  of  four  other  re¬ 
doubts,  and  of  the  entrenchments  and  fortified 
houses,  from  which  they  could  not  be  dislodged 
without  artillery — and  to  drag  heavy  guns  up  those 

*  It  had  rained  pitilessly  for  many  days;  and  the  rain,  besides 
makiiij^  the  i'ad  roads  worse,  had  swelled  tlie  river  Garonne,  had 
dela>ed  the  pas-t\;;e  of  the  allied  arniv,  aud  had  yiven  Soult  the  more 
lime  to  complete  his  defences. 
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steeps  and  along,  those  execrable  roads  was  work 
that  nnist  require  great  time,  and  the  exertions  of 
men  as  well  as  horses.  Nearly  at  the  same  moment 
that  Beresford  fell  upon  Soull’s  right,  Wellington 
threw  forward  the  Spanish  division  of  General 
Freyre  to  fall  upon  Soult’s  left.  At  first  these  Spa¬ 
niards  were  repulsed,  and,  being  panic-stricken  by 
the  destructive  fire  of  the  French  redoubts,  and 
then  being  charged  by  French  bayonets,  they  stag¬ 
gered,  wavered,  and  began  a  flight  down  the  hills, 
which  might  have  been  attended  with  very  fatal 
consequences;  but  one  Spanish  regiment,  the  Tira- 
dores  de  Cantabria,  got  well  under  the  French 
entrenchments,  stood  as  firm  as  a  rock,  and  then 
the  British  light  division,  coming  up  at  the  charging 
pace,  rallied  the  Spaniards  who  had  given  ground, 
and  advanced  with  them  to  the  attack  with  an  irre¬ 
sistible  fury,  and  with  a  contempt  of  wounds  and 
death.  General  Mendizabal,  who  w-as  in  the  field 
as  a  volunteer.  General  Espeleta,  several  chiefs  of 
corps,  and  oflicers  of  the  staff  were  wounded,  and 
the  men  were  mowed  down  by  whole  ranks  at  a 
time ;  but  there  they  stood  on  the  hrow'  of  that 
bloody  hill  until  Wellington  was  enabled  to  rein¬ 
force  them,  and  until  Beresford  had  made  sure  of 
the  victory  by  breaking,  crushing,  and  turning  the 
French  right.  Beresford  had  been  obliged  by 
the  badness  of  the  roads  to  leave  his  artillery  in  the 
village  of  Montblanc  ;  and,  notwithstanding  all  the 
exertions  that  were  made,  some  time  elapsed  before 
the  guns  could  be  brought  up.  During  this  trying- 
interval  Beresford’s  two  divisions  were  ex})osed  to 
the  hottest  fire  of  Soult’s  batteries  ;  but  the  men 
sheltered  themselves  as  best  they  could  behind 
the  redoubt  they  had  captured.  As  soon  as  his 


artillery  arrived  (it  was  about  the  hour  of  noon), 
Beresford  continued  his  movement  along  the 
ridge,  and  carried,  with  the  single  brigade  of  Ge¬ 
neral  Pack,  the  two  principal  redoubts,  and  all 
the  fortified  houses  in  the  enemy’s  centre.  The 
enemy  made  a  desperate  effort  from  the  side  of  the 
canal  of  Languedoc  to  regain  those  redoubts,  but 
they  were  repulsed  by  the  British  bayonets  with 
considerable  loss ;  General  Taupin,  who  had  led 
them  on,  was  slain  ;  and,  Beresford’s  sixth  division 
continuing  its  movement  along  the  ridge  of  the 
heights,  and  the  Spanish  troops  making  a  corre¬ 
sponding  movement  upon  the  front,  the  French 
were  soon  driven  from  the  two  redoubts  and  the 
entrenchments  they  had  on  their  left  ;  and  the 
whole  range  of  heights,  which  Soult  and  his  en¬ 
gineer  officers  had  taken  such  pains  to  fortifv, 
remained  in  the  undisturbed  possession  of  the  allies 
and  of  Marshal  Beresford.  The  ground  not  ad¬ 
mitting  of  the  operations  of  our  cavalry,  they  had 
no  opportunity  of  charging  the  retiring  foe,  who 
withdrew  with  some  confusion  across  the  canal  of 
Languedoc  into  the  town  of  Toulouse,  which  Soult 
at  one  time  thought  of  defending.  Victory  could 
not  be  gained  upon  such  ground,  and  in  the  teeth 
of  so  many  strong  works,  without  great  loss  :  600 
of  the  allies  lay  dead  on  the  field,  about  4000  were 
wounded  ;  Colonel  Coghlan  of  the  Gist  was  killed 
in  the  attack  on  the  heights.  General  Pack  was 
wounded,  Colonel  Douglas  of  the  8th  Portuguese 
regiment  lost  his  leg,  and  many  brave  officers  were 
maimed  and  disabled.  There  is  the  usual  difficulty 
in  striking  the  balance  of  loss  :  Soult  confessed  to 
3200  in  killed  and  wounded  ;  and,  as  his  jieople 
had  fought  in  good  part  under  cover,  and  had  not 
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contended  long  after  they  had  lost  their  redoubts, 
fortified  houses,  and  entrenchments,  it  is  probable 
that  his  army  suffered  somewhat  less  than  the  allies. 
Our  loss  fell  the  heaviest  on  Marshal  Beresford’s 
sixth  division  ;  for,  although  his  fourth  division  had 
been  exposed  on  their  march  along  the  French  front 
to  a  galling  fire,  they  were  not  so  much  engaged  as 
the  sixth.  Other  divisions  of  the  army  were  not 
engaged  at  all.  But  Picton,  with  his  fighting  third 
division,  got  his  Welsh  head  heated,  and  committed 
an  act  of  imjirudence,  engaging  in  earnest  where 
he  had  been  ordered  only  to  make  a  feint,  and 
storming  a  tremendous  tete  de  pont  which  he  had 
been  ordered  to  observe.  In  the  re[iulse  sustained 
at  this  point  a  good  many  of  the  fighting  men  were 
laid  low,  Major-General  Brisbane  was  wounded, 
and  Colonel  Forbes  of  the  45th  was  killed.  Before 
the  hour  of  Ace  Maria  the  allies  were  established 
on  three  sides  of  Toulouse,  and  the  French  were 
driven  by  Sir  Rowland  Hill  from  their  exterior 
works  in  the  suburb  on  the  left  of  the  Garonne 
within  the  ancient  walls  of  the  town.* 

On  the  night  of  the  1 1th  Soult  evacuated  Toulouse 
by  the  only  road  which  was  yet  open  to  him,  and 
retired  by  Castelnaudary  to  Carcassonne.  He  left 
behind  him  in  the  town  1600  wounded  men,  three 
generals  (Harispe,  Baurot,  and  St.  Hilaire),  various 
])ieces  of  artillery,  large  quantities  of  ammunition, 
and  stores  of  all  descriptions.  All  these  were  taken  by 
the  allies.  On  the  12th  Wellington  entered  Tou¬ 
louse,  to  the  infinite  joy  of  the  inhabitants,  who 
were  thus  relieved  from  the  dread  of  a  siege.  His 
lordship  found  the  white  flag  of  the  Bourbons  fly¬ 
ing,  and  all  the  authorities  and  a  large  proportion 
of  the  inhabitants  wearing  white  cockades  and 
scarfs.  The  mayor  had  quitted  the  town  with 
Soult’s  army,  but  his  adjoint,  with  a  numerous 
deiuitation,  presented  an  address  to  his  lordship, 
requesting  him  to  receive  the  key  of  the  good  and 
loyal  city,  in  the  name  of  “  Our  dear  King,”  Louis 
XVIII.,  who  had  become  the  dearer  through 
twenty  years  of  cruel  suffering  ;  and  also  to  accept 
on  his  own  account  the  boundless  gratitude  which 
the  people  of  Toulouse  felt  for  his  lordship’s  grand, 
generous,  and  (in  history)  unparalleled  conduct. 
Lord  Wellington  told  them,  as  he  had  told  the 
jicople  of  Bordeaux,  that  the  only  wish  of  the 
government  he  served  was,  and  ever  had  been,  a 
peace  founded  upon  justice,  and  the  independence 
of  Europe ;  that  he  had  every  reason  to  believe 
that  ambassadors  of  the  allieil  powers  were  still 
engaged  in  negotiating  such  a  i)cace,  “  if  it  were 
possil)le  to  obtain  it  trom  the  actual  government 
of  France  that  he  saw  that  the  city  of  Tou¬ 
louse,  like  a  great  many  other  towns  of  France, 
contained  persons  who  were  anxious  to  throw 
oil  the  yoke  and  to  assist  in  the  restoration  of  the 
House  of  Bourbon,  but  that  they  must  judge 
for  themselves  whether,  after  the  information  he 
had  given  them,  it  would  be  prudent  for  them  to 
declare  against  the  existing  government.  If  they 
should  declare  in  favour  of  the  Bourbons  it  would 
•  \\  fllin;,'toii  I  lisiijilclu's. 
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be  his  duty  to  treat  them  as  allies  so  long  as  the 
war  lasted  ;  but  he  must  remind  them  that,  if  the 
allies  should  make  peace  with  Napoleon,  it  would 
not  be  in  his  ])ower  after  such  peace  to  give  them 
any  more  assistance  or  protection.  But  the  people 
of  Toulouse  had  already  committed  themselves  by 
hoisting  the  white  flag,  and  they  were  now  knock¬ 
ing  the  statue  of  Napoleon  from  its  base  and  pulling 
down  and  destroying  the  eagles  and  other  emblems 
of  the  imperial  government ;  and  in  the  afternoon 
of  that  day  the  English  Colonel  Cooke  and  the 
French  Colonel  St.  Simon  arrived  from  Paris,  with 
the  news  that  the  allies  had  entered  the  French 
capital,  that  a  provisional  government  had  been 
established  in  the  name  of  Louis  XVIH.,  and  that 
Bonaparte  had  abdicated  at  Fontainebleau  as  far 
back  as  the  4th  of  April,  or  six  days  before  the 
battle  of  Toulouse  was  fought.  From  Lord  Wel¬ 
lington’s  head-quarters  Colonels  Cooke  and  St. 
Simon  proceeded  to  those  of  Marshal  Soult.  They 
had  a  good  ride  for  it,  as  Soult’s  army  had  gone  off 
at  such  speed  that  they  had  marched  twenty-two 
miles  in  the  first  night.  They  were  furnished  with 
intelligence  and  with  documents  of  the  most  un¬ 
doubted  authenticity,  but  the  French  marshal  said 
he  could  not  think  himself  justified  in  suhmitting 
to  the  provisional  government,  as  he  had  received 
no  orders  or  information  from  the  Emperor  Napo¬ 
leon.  All  that  Soult  would  do  was  to  propose  an 
armistice.  In  a  polite  and  delicate  letter,  written 
on  the  14th,  Lord  Wellington  excused  himself 
from  acce])ting  the  armistice,  unless  the  marshal 
should  ])reviously  acknowledge  the  ])rovisional 
government  of  France.  It  seemed  still  imperative 
to  prevent  the  junction  of  Soult  and  Suchet,  whose 
two  armies  might  become  the  noijau  of  a  civil  war 
in  France  in  favour  of  Napoleon’s  pretensions  for 
his  son  the  King  of  Rome,  or  in  favour  of  Napo¬ 
leon  himself.  That  daring,  desperate  man  had  not 
yet  cpiitted  France  ;  his  act  of  abdication  might  not 
be  very  binding  upon  one  who  had  never  been 
bound  by  any  act  or  treaty ;  he  was  not  a  prisoner, 
but  still  surrounded  by  many  of  his  devoted  guards  ; 
by  the  route  traced  out  for  him  to  go  to  the  island 
of  Elba,  he  must  traverse  the  southern  provinces 
and  approach  Suchet’s  army — and  might  he  not 
join  it?  Thus  the  same  reasons  which  induced  the 
British  general  to  give  battle  at  Toulouse  still 
continueil,  and  were,  perhaps,  strengthened  by  the 
information  he  now  ])osscssed  on  the  real  state 
of  affairs ;  and  therefore  it  was  that  he  refused 
the  armistice  and  made  his  ]ueparations  for  pur¬ 
suing  Soult.  On  the  Kith  and  lllh  the  allied 
army  marched  towards  Castelnaudary  and  Car¬ 
cassonne.  On  the  IGth  Lord  Wellington  dis- 
])atched  another  officer,  who  had  been  sent  from 
Paris,  to  Marshal  Soult  with  fuller  information  ; 
and  in  the  course  of  the  I7th  General  Gazan  came 
down  from  Soull’s  head-quarters  to  inform  his 
lordship  that  the  marshal  had  at  length  acknow¬ 
ledged  the  ])rovisional  government.  Gazan  also 
])resentcd  a  letter  from  Soult  himself,  who  stated 
that  he  had  received  orders  from  Marshal  Bcrthier 
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to  stop  all  hostilities  and  conclude  a  friendly  con¬ 
vention  with  Lord  Wellington.  This  convention 
was  settled  and  signed  on  the  18th,  and  a  line  of 
demarcation  was  drawn  between  the  two  armies. 
The  head-quarters  of  Wellington  remained  at 
Toulouse.  On  the  next  day  Marshal  Suchet 
concluded  a  like  convention.  On  the  21st  Lord 
Wellington,  by  general  orders,  congratulated  his 
gallant  army  on  the  near  prospect  of  the  termina¬ 
tion  of  their  toils  and  dangers,  and  thanked  them 
“for  their  uniform  discipline  and  gallantry  in  the 
field,  and  for  their  conciliating  conduct  towards  the 
inhabitants  of  the  country.” 

On  the  14th  of  April,  four  days  after  Soult’s 
defeat  at  Toulouse,  and  when  the  allies  were  in 
possession  of  that  city,  and  the  French  were  flying 
from  it,  General  Thouvenot,  who  commanded  in 
Bayonne — who  had  once  been  aide-de-camp  and 
chief  of  the  staff  to  Dumouriez,  but  who  had  beconre 
one  of  the  most  resolute  and  fiercest  of  all  the  Bona- 
partists— chose  to  make  a  desperate  sortie  upon  the 
unprepared  allies,  who  had  received  the  intelligence 
from  Paris,  and  who  believed  that  the  beleaguered 
French,  who  for  some  time  had  been  very  inactive, 
had  the  same  information,  and  would  feel  the  inu¬ 
tility  and  barbarity  of  shedding  more  blood  for  a 
cause  that  was  now  lost.  The  real  state  of  affairs 
at  Paris  had  been  communicated  to  Thouvenot  by 
General  Sir  John  Hope  the  day  before,  and,  judg¬ 
ing  of  other  men  by  his  own  generous  nature,  Hope 
evidently  could  not  conceive  that  the  French  gene¬ 
ral  could  be  capable  of  what  must  now  be  consi¬ 
dered  a  base  surprise,  a  savage  spite,  and  a  wilful 
shedding  of  blood.  As  the  works  of  the  siege  had 
not  Commenced,  there  were  neither  guns  nor  stores 
upon  the  ground  to  tempt  the  sortie.  The  invest¬ 
ing  forces  were  quiet  in  their  positions  and  canton¬ 
ments,  and  many  of  them  were  buried  in  sleep, 
and  dreaming  of  a  speedy  return  to  their  own 
countries,  when  the  French,  long  before  it  was 
daylight,  sallied  from  the  citadel  of  Bayonne  in 
great  strength,  rushed  upon  the  village  of  St.  Eti¬ 
enne,  and  upon  the  allied  pickets  in  the  centre,  and 
gained  some  momentary  advantages,  bayoneting 
the  surprised  men,  killing  Major-General  Hay, 
and  wounding  Major-General  Stopford.  ,Sir  John 
Hope,  ever  foremost  when  there  was  danger, 
mounted  his  horse,  and  galloped  up  in  the  dark 
to  direct  the  advance  of  more  troops  to  the  support 
of  the  pickets.  He  was  presently  surrounded,  his 
horse  was  shot  under  him  and  fell,  he  received  two 
very  severe  wounds,  and  before  he  could  extricate 
himself  from  under  his  horse  he  was  made  pri¬ 
soner.  For  some  time  the  opponents  could  only 
distinguish  each  other’s  ranks  by  the  flashing  of 
the  muskets.  The  fighting  was  very  severe ;  but 
it  was  terminated  by  British  bayonet  charges  ;  the 
French  were  driven  back,  the  little  ground  which 
had  been  lost  was  all  recovered,  and  by  seven 
o’clock  our  pickets  were  re-posted  on  their  ori¬ 
ginal  points.  But  between  killed  and  wounded 
and  taken  the  allies  had  lost  800  men.*  It  was, 

•  Among  the  killed,  besides  General  Hay,  there  were  Colonel  Sir 
H.  Sullivan  and  Captain  Croftou  of  the  Guards. 
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under  the  circumstances,  scarcely  a  consolation  to 
know  that  the  French  had  suffered  at  the  least  as 
severely.*  This  was  the  last  affair  of  the  war  ; 
but  the  battle  of  Toulouse  was  the  last  real  battle, 
and  the  winding-up  of  Wellington’s  war-doings 
with  Soult.  It  was,  as  we  have  shown,  a  remark¬ 
able  combat;  but  the  most  remarkable  part  of  the 
story  yet  remains  to  be  told — the  French  claimed, 
and  to  this  day  most  pertinaciously  and  loudly 
claim,  the  victory !  Our  brief  account  of  the 
battle  is  derived  entirely  from  the  dispatches  and 
private  letters  of  Lord  \\'ellington,  who  never 
exaggerated  an  advantage  or  concealed  a  reverse, 
even  when  concealment,  utterly  impossible  here, 
might  have  been  practicable ;  who  never  spoke  of 
his  victories  except  in  a  brief,  quiet  manner;  who 
never  spun  a  rhetorical  sentence  in  his  life  about 
his  own  exploits.  On  no  former  occasion,  not 
even  after  the  great  battle  at  Vittoria,  which  the 
French  themselves  are  compelled  to  admit  was 
a  complete  and  decisive  victory,  had  his  lordship 
spoken  more  decidedly  as  to  his  having  beaten 
tire  enemy.  In  a  private  letter  to  General  Sir 
John  ope,  written  six  days  after  the  battle,  he 
said,  “  We  beat  Marshal  Soult  on  the  lOih,  in  the 
strong  position  which  he  took  up  to  maintain  his 
position  in  Toulouse.  The  11th  was  spent  in  re¬ 
connaissances  towards  the  road  of  Carcassonne, 
and  in  the  arrangements  to  be  adopted  for  shut¬ 
ting  him  in  Toulouse  entirely.  The  11th,  at 
night,  he  evacuated  the  town,  and  marched  by 
the  road  of  Carcassonne.”  Before  sunset  on  the 
lOth  tire  allies  had  carried  all  the  positions  that  it 
was  necessary  to  carry,  and  Soult  was  driven  into 
Toulouse,  where  he  could  not  venture  to  stay 
much  more  than  twenty-four  hours.  It  has  been 
well  said,  “  Did  Marshal  Soult  fight  this  battle  to 
retain  possession  of  the  heights  which  he  had  for¬ 
tified,  and  which  commanded  the  town?  If  so, 
he  lost  them.  Did  he  fight  to  keep  possession  of 
Toulouse  ?  If  so,  he  lost  that.’'  t  We  have  Mar¬ 
shal  Soult’s  own  words  for  the  fact  that  he  did 
intend  to  keep  possession  of  the  heights,  to  fight  a 
battle  for  them,  and  to  keep  possession  of  Toulouse, 
cost  him  what  it  might ;  and  we  have  also  his  own 

*  General  Thoiivenot’s  conduct  was  througliout  tliat  of  a  sa\a^'e. 
The  capture  of  Sii*  John  Hope,  and  the  knowledge  that  lie  was  very 
severely,  if  not  mortally,  wounded,  carried  ullliction  to  tlie  bosom  of 
every  man  who  had  been  serving  under  him*  Major  General  C.  C'ol- 
ville,  who  succeeded  to  the  command,  seut  a  flag  of  truce  to  request 
that  Hope's  friend  Colonel  Macdonald  might  be  admitted  into  the 
fortress  to  see  him  and  carry  him  assistance.  Tliouvenol  had  the 
brutality  to  refuse  the  request.  Afterwards  Geneial  Colville  had 
some  hope  that  Captain  Wedderburn  and  some  other  frieml<  with 
assistance  might  be  admitted,  though  only  upon  the  eondltioii  of  their 
not  returning.  Wo  believe  that  these  hopes  were  not  realised  until 
the  momeut  when  Thouvenot  found  himself  eompelled  to  submit  to 
the  provisional  government,  and  to  act  in  conformity  with  Soult’s 
convention.  It  was  the  embarrassing  destiny  of  Louis  XVIII.  to  be 
obliged  to  honour  and  reward  some  of  the  greatest  rogues  lhat  had 
spiung  from  the  Revolution,  or  that  had  struggled  most  desperately 
to  keep  Bonaparte  upon  the  throne.  Tims,  on  the  27th  of  June  fol¬ 
lowing,  the  restored  Bourbon  king  was  made  to  confer  the  cross  of 
St.  Louis  upon  Thouvenot,  and  to  confirm  him  in  his  command  at 
Bayonne.  In  this  case,  as  in  thousands  of  other  cases,  the  royal 
favour  was  rather  worse  than  thrown  away.  As  soon  as  Bonaparte 
returned  from  Elba,  Thouveuot  broke  his  oath  of  allegiance  to  Louis, 
and  declared  for  the  emperor.  Yet  in  ninety-nine  out  of  every  hun¬ 
dred  French  books  relating  to  the  history  of  the  war,  we  find  Thouve¬ 
not  applauded  to  the  skies  as  a  brave  and  honourable  man  and  true 
patriot,  the  climax  of  whose  fame  was  hU  bloody  and  useless  sally 
Irom  Bayonne  1 

+  Lord  Burghersh. 
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words  for  the  other  fact,  that  after  he  had  fought 
the  battle  he  found  that  he  had  lost  the  heights, 
that  he  could  not  keep  the  town,  and  that  nothing 
was  left  him  but  a  quick  retreat.*  And,  if  a  quick 
retreat,  and  the  loss  of  1600  prisoners,  of  three 
general  officers,  and  of  cannon  and  stores,  are  good 
proofs  of  victory,  Soult’s  victory  of  Toulouse  may 
remain  unquestioned.  Some  French  officers  who 
were  present  in  the  sternly  contested  battle,  and 
who  had  too  much  soldierlike  feeling  to  claim  the 
honours  of  victory  for  a  signal  defeat,  have  left 
upon  record  their  frank  confessions  that,  though 
their  positions  were  admirable,  and  though  their 
troops  defended  them  heroically,  the  battle  was 
beyond  contradiction  lost  by  Marshal  Soult.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  M.  le  Colonel  la  Peire  the  battle  was 
considered  as  lost  as  soon  as  Marshal  Beresford 
carried  the  first  redoubt  or  fort  on  the  French 
right,  which  first  achievement  was  performed  very 
early  in  the  day.  “This  irreparable  loss,”  says 
the  French  colonel,  an  eye-witness  and  a  com¬ 
batant,  “  was  a  thunderstroke  to  us!  We  could 
not  at  first  believe  in  so  great  a  misfortune :  we 
saw  all  of  a  sudden  our  hopes  destroyed,  and  we 
abandoned  the  prospect  of  a  victory  which  before 
seemed  so  certain.”  Thousands  of  the  combatants, 
officers  and  men,  French  and  English,  Spaniards 
and  Portuguese,  are  yet  living  to  bear  testimony 
(if  truth  be  in  the  French  portion  of  these  sur¬ 
vivors)  to  the  scrupulous  veracity  of  Lord  Wel¬ 
lington’s  dispatch ;  and  there  are  living  many 
hundreds  upon  hundreds  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Toulouse  who  saw  from  the  windows  and  the  roof- 

*  On  the  7th  of  April,  just  three  days  before  Wellington  attacked 
him,  Soult  wrote  to  Sachet,  “  I  am  determined  to  fitilit  a  battle  near 
Toulouse,  whatever  may  he  the  superiority  of  the  enemy’s  force.  For 
this  purpose  I  am  fortifying  a  position  which  rests  on  the  canal  and 
the  town,  and  which  will  afford  me  an  entrenched  camp  capable  of 
being  defended  whether  the  enemy  attack  from  the  side  of  INIont- 
aul)an  or  from  the  side  of  Castelnaudary.  I  liear  the  allies  have 
entered  Faris.  This  great  misfortune  conffrms  my  determination  to 
defend  Toulouse  rtf  ,*  for  the  preservation  of  this  city,  w'hicli 

contains  establishments  of  all  kinds,  is  for  us  of  the  vertj  greatest 
importance,"  On  the  very  evening  of  the  battle  he  wrote  again  to 
Suchet,  to  ted  that  marslial,  not  lliat  he  had  gained  a  victory,  but 
that  the  battle  had  completely  overset  all  his  determinations.  ‘'The 
battle,”  said  Soult,  “  wliich  I  announced  to  you  has  hiken  place  to* 
day.  It  lias  bc'-ii  most  murderous.  The  enemy  suffered  horribly, 
but  have  succeeded  in  establishing  themselves  in  the  position  which  I 
had  occupied  on  the  right  of  Toulouse.  I  do  not  think  that  I  can 
remain  long  in  Toulouse.  It  may  even  happen  that  I  may  have  to 
light  my  way  out.”  Aud  again,  on  the  morning  of  the  llth,  while  his 
army  was  making  its  preparations  to  fly  by  night,  Soult,  whose  self- 
love  would  liave  induced  him  to  conceal  or  colour  over  his  lament- 
aide  reverses  to  a  rival  in  fame,  and  to  a  man  he  hated  as  he  did 
Suchet,  if  such  deception  could  then  have  been  practicable,  wrote  to 
his  brother  marshal As  1  intimated  to  you  in  my  letter  of  yester¬ 
day,  I  lind  myself  under  the  necessity  of  retiring  from  Toulouse,  and 
I  am  even  afraid  of  being  forced  to  figlit  for  a  passage  by  Baziege, 
\vhere  the  enemy  has  sent  a  column  to  cut  me  off  frjm  that  comniu- 
nication.  To-morrow  I  shall  lake  a  posiiiou  at  Villefrauehe  [twenty- 
four  milc^,  be  it  observed,  fnm  Toulouse],  tor  I  hope  the  enemy  may 
not  he  able  lo  prevent  my  passing.  Thence  I  shall  make  for  Ca.stel- 
naudaiy  [Jifteen  or  Surteen  miles  farthn]:  if  I  shall  he  able  to  stop 
there,  I  will  do  so  ;  if  not,  I  shall  take  a  position  at  Carcassonne.” 
(’arcassonue  was  twenty-six  miles  farther  still,  or  at  the  respectful 
distance  fr>'m  Tiulou'e  of  sixty-live  or  sixty-six  miles! 

When  an  army  marches  twenty-two  miles  in  one  night,  it  is  not 
rctrt'.at,  hut  flight.  It  remained  for  the  acuteness  of  French  philosophy 
to  (Usct)ver  in  such  a  flight  ihe  evidence  and  proof  of  a  victory.  Nor 
W’ls  this  flight  or  retreat,  rapid  aud  headlong  as  il  was,  iindistnrhed 
by  the  allies.  Soult  was  closely  juirsiuul,  lii.s  rear-guard  v\'as  rt^peatedly 
attnehed  :  and  he  confessed  himself  at  the  lime  that  in  every  attack  it 
was  worsted.  He  says  lluit  he  reached  Castelnaudary  on  tliel3th, 
aud  that  he  was  about  ”  to  continue  hU  movement,’’’  when  he  re- 
cnivctl  iiitelligenoe  of  the  political  events  at  B.ivis,  and  relaxed  his 
efforts.  Hut  what  effort  could  he  make,  what  movement  could  he 
eoutinue,  except  that  movement  of  rapid  retreat  which  he  had  be‘mn 
on  the  night  of  ihe  llth?  ® 
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tops  of  their  houses  (the  great  part  of  which  com¬ 
manded  an  uninterrupted  view  of  the  scene  of 
carnage)  how  the  battle  began  and  how  it  ended, 
how  redoubt  was  carried  after  redoubt,  position 
after  position,  how  the  French  abandoned  all  the 
heights,  and  rushed  into  the  town,  which  was  com¬ 
manded  by  those  heights,  and  how  they  fled,  at 
the  dead  of  night,  from  Toulouse,  by  the  only  road 
upon  which  there  was  any  chance  of  escape.  But, 
notwithstanding  all  this  evidence,  the  French  con¬ 
tinue  to  claim  the  honours  of  Toulouse ;  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  his  present  Alajesty  Louis- Philippe 
has  given  its  countenance  to  a  project  for  erecting 
on  the  heights  which  Wellington  conquered  a 
pillar  or  column  to  commemorate  the  glory  of 
Marshal  Soult  aud  his  army  on  the  lOlh  of  April, 
1814  ;  and,  for  aught  that  we  know  to  the  contrary, 
the  said  column,  by  this  time, 

”  Like  a  tall  bully,  lifts  its  head— and  lies.”* 

We  now  turn  to  the  military  operations  in  other 
parts  of  France.  Of  his  old  army  the  Emperor  of 
the  French  had  upon  the  Rhine  no  more  than 
10,000  or  80,000  men  to  oppose  to  the  allies,  who 
advanced  upon  that  frontier  with  160,000  men, 
and  who  had  numerous  reinforcements  coming  on 
in  rapid  advance  through  Germany.  The  new 
conscription  remained  very  unproductive,  and  such 
of  the  conscripts  as  were  l)rought  in,  being  for  the 
most  part  beardless  boys,  were  of  small  present 
value  in  w-ar.  From  Italy  not  a  man  nor  a 
musket  could  be  drawn,  for  Murat  had  joined  the 
allies,  aud,  with  the  Austrians,  was  overpowering 
Eugene  Beauharnais.  No  assistance  was  to  be 
expected  from  any  other  part  of  Europe  :  since  the 
overthrow  of  the  Danes  by  Bernadotte,  Bonaparte 
had  ceased  to  have  an  ally.  Some  of  his  counsel¬ 
lors  and  advisers — some  of  the  ex-Jacobins — spoke 

*  In  these  remarks  on  the  French  pretension  to  victory  we  have 
been  aided  and  guided  by  a  recent  and  very  able  article  in  the  Quar¬ 
terly  Review  on  the  battle  of  Toulouse.  Our  account  of  the  battle  is 
based  entirely  on  the  Wellington  Dispatches.  The  most  recently 
written  French  account  of  the  battle  that  we  have  read  is  that  of  M. 
de  Capefigue.  In  general  we  have  found  this  writer,  who  is  ceitainly 
no  Bonapartist,  less  rancorous  aud  prejudiced  against  England  than 
the  vast  majority  of  his  writing  confraternity;  but  even  Caiteligue 
clings  to  the  Toulouse  fable  as  if  the  honour  aud  salvation  of  Fiance 
depended  upon  it.  He  seems,  however,  to  be  sensible  that  plain  prose 
and  circumstantial  suitemeiits  will  not  do,  for  he  takes  refuge  in  a 
rhapsody  of  prose-poetry.  “  The  lOtli  of  .April,  sad  but  glorious  date 
for  Toulouse  I  The  cannon  roars ;  Lord  Wellington  attacks  tlie 
French  entrenched  on  a  line  of  three  leagues.  Marshal  Soult  leads 
with  liim  generals  of  the  flrst  order,  ('lausel,  d’Arraagnac,  Rey,  Vit¬ 
iate  ;  he  is  alone,  Suchet  has  nut  joined  him.  It  is  a  day  of  manoeu¬ 
vres  [there  were  no  ma7i(xuires  at  all,  for  none  were  necessary,  the  allies 
merely  marching  up  to  attack  the  enemy's Jixed  posttiojjs]  ;  the  losses  on 
both  sides  are  considerable,  some  of  the  French  lines  are  carried  [all 
their  positions  were  carried};  the  grotind  is  littered  with  the  dead.  On 
the  morrow,  the  llth.  the  allies  und«*r  Lord  Wellington  recommenced 
the  battle.  [The  allies  did  nothing  of  ihe  sort,fui'  the  battle  was  finished 
on  the  lOth,  and  Soult.  by  lying  close  in  Toulouse,  gave  IVcllington  no 
opportunity  of  attacking  hiin,  humanity  and  good  policy  alike  forbidding 
his  lordship  to  bombard  the  city,  or  even  to  mane  an  assault  upon  the 
toten,  where  friendly  or  peaceful  citizens  might  have  been  e.rpuscd  to  as 
much  danger  as  the  Bonapartist  troops.]  lluring  three  days  Marslial 
S»)ult  intrepidly  defends  liis  entrenched  camp  at  Toulouse.  [He  was 
driven  fi'»in  that  entrenched  camp  one  day,  the  lOf/i ;  on  the  second  day 
there  teas  no  fyhling  for  ihe  reason  aforesaid,  and  on  the  third  day  he 
vuis  at  Castelnaudary,  thirty-nine  or  forty  uvles  from  Toulouse.]  '  He 
only  evacuates  his  positions  step  by  sten,  and  on  account  of  tlie  news 
which  reaches  liim  from  Paris.  '[Souti  tells  us  himself  that  the  Paris 
neWy  hid  no  eff^ect  upon  him  nor  his  movements  until  he  reached  CasteU 
naudary,  and  the  pos  turns  had  all  been  evarunted  three  days  before  that.] 
'I'his  battle,  wliich  t'lok  the  name  of  Toulouse,  is  one  of  the  most 
glorious  souvenirs  of  Marslml  Soult :  it  has  created  a  military  confra- 
lernily  between  him  and  the  Duke  of  Wellington.” — 1/ Europe  pen* 
dant  lo  Consulat  et  V  Empire.  Paris,  1840, 
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of  the  marvellous  things  which  had  been  done  by 
the  population  in  1792-3,  when  France  was  in¬ 
vaded  by  the  Prussians,  and  recommended  levies 
en  masse.  But  he  felt  the  difference  which  existed 
both  in  the  spirit  of  the  French  people,  and  in 
the  spirit  and  number  of  the  allies  (things  alto¬ 
gether  different  now  from  what  they  were  in  the 
earlier  days  of  the  Revolution).  He  had  always 
spoken  contemptuovisly  of  popular  risings,  and 
had  always  adhered  to  the  opinion  that  no  insur¬ 
gents,  no  levies  in  mass,  could  stand  against 
regular  armies,  if  those  armies  were  not  com¬ 
manded  by  absolute  fools  or  traitors.  And  his 
utterly  despotic  and  military  form  of  government 
had  gone  far  to  diminish  the  capability  of  the  popu¬ 
lation  in  this  respect,  and  to  break  the  springs  of  the 
national  character.  The  people  too,  from  the  habit 
of  long  possession,  had  ceased  to  dread  that  the  fruits 
of  the  Revolution  would  be  torn  from  them  ;  they  no 
longer  thought  that  the  restoration  of  the  Bourbons 
of  necessity  implied  the  restoration  of  church  pro¬ 
perty  and  the  property  of  the  aristocracy — a  dread 
which  made  a  large  part  of  the  population  rush  to 
arms  in  1792.  Besides  Bonaparte  detested  any 
direct  appeal  to  the  democracy,  and  had  even 
declared  that  such  appeals  must  renew  the  Reign 
of  Terror  and  all  the  atrocities  of  Jacobinism. 
H  is  brothers  and  other  friends  have  claimed  for 
him  the  merit  of  preferring  to  lose  his  throne  to 
the  giving  of  any  countenance  to  or  the  deriving 
anv  assistance  from  that  fierce  and  obscene 
faction  ;  but  the  truth  is,  that  he  knew  that,  if  he 
encouraged  the  Jacobins  to-day,  they  would  de¬ 
stroy  his  throne  and  his  system  to-morrow ;  and, 
although  he  denied  their  efficacy  as  a  defensive 
army  against  the  disciplined  legions  of  the  invaders, 
he  did  not  question  their  capability  of  efi’ecting  an 
internal  revolution.  Their  principles  still  extended 
far  and  wide :  they  had  been  kept  down  only  by  a 
thoroughly  organised  tyranny  served  by  an  im¬ 
mense  military  force  which  no  longer  existed. 
It  was  not  out  of  regard  to  France  or  to  humanity, 
but  out  of  regard  to  self,  including  therein  his 
system,  which  was  part  of  himself,  that  Bonaparte 
spurned  the  idea  of  appealing  to  the  people  for  a 
levy  en  masse  or  an  alliance  with  the  Jacobins,  which 
two  things  meant  nearly  one  and  the  same  thing. 
“  Oil  this  occasion,”  says  a  recent  French  writer, 
“  the  imperial  court  showed  a  distrust  which  was 
not  felt  by  the  old  dynasties  :  it  was  by  exciting 
their  peoples  to  insurrection  that  the  allied  sove¬ 
reigns  had  destroyed  our  armies ;  and  it  was  only  by 
following  their  example  that  w'e  could  now  hope  to 
resist  them.  But  Napoleon  had  an  extreme  re¬ 
pugnance  against  all  means  or  this  sort ;  the  only 
prince  that  was  the  elect  of  the  people,  was  also 
the  only  one  at  this  moment  that  feared  to  trust 
the  people.  It  was  not  until  the  departments  of 
the  east  were  invaded  by  Schwartzenberg  that  the 
‘Moniteur’  coldly  announced  that  the  people  en 
masse  were  called  to  arms.  And  thus  this  mea¬ 
sure  had  no  results  whatever.”  * 

*  Editors  of  *  Hisluiro  Parlementaire.’ 
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Even  that  old  militia,  the  Garde  Nalionale, 
was  an  object  of  suspicion,  particularly  in  Paris. 
Its  ranks  might  easily  have  been  filled  to  a  very 
large  amount;  but  Bonaparte  dreaded  that  it  would 
then  assume  a  democratic  form  and  revolutionary 
spirit ;  that  the  men  of  the  faubourgs  St.  Antoine 
and  St.  Marceau,  with  all  those  classes  or  orders  of 
men  who  had  made  it  so  terrible  in  the  days  of 
Marat  and  Robespierre,  would  become  a  part  of  the 
organization,  and  give  to  it  their  own  sans-culottic 
character.  It  was  not  until  the  8th  of  January 
that  the  desperate  Emperor  could  be  induced  to 
think  of  re-organising  and  increasing  the  national 
guard  of  Paris;  and  even  then  the  great  precau¬ 
tions  he  took  in  order  to  exclude  the  faubourg 
men  and  all  the  poorer  classes  had  the  effect  of 
keeping  down  the  numbers,  and  of  giving  to  the 
corps  the  appearance  of  an  anti-popular  or  dis¬ 
tinct  and  privileged  body.  According  to  the 
imperial  desire,  it  was  to  be  30,000  strong,  or 
more ;  but  the  men  were  to  be  chosen  only  among 
such  as  were  believed  to  be  the  friends  of  order, 
which  meant  the  friends  of  the  established  govern¬ 
ment.  And  provisorily  this  national  guard  was 
composed  only  of  10,000  or  12,000  men,  selected 
for  the  most  part  from  among  the  employes  of 
government,  the  officers  and  servants  of  ministers, 
the  court  tradespeople,  the  public  notaries,  and, 
in  short,  from  among  all  those  classes  who  directly 
or  indirectly  depended  upon  the  existing  govern¬ 
ment.  The  emperor  himself  took  the  first  command 
of  this  civic  corps :  the  second  command  he  gave 
to  old  Marshal  Moncey,  who  w'as  too  old,  dull,  and 
submissive  to  give  him  any  cause  of  umbrage ; 
and,  that  all  sans-culottic  tendencies  might  be 
checked,  he  appointed  to  -the  command  of  the 
several  regiments  or  legions  into  which  the  corps 
was  divided  a  set  of  men  who  belonged  to  the  old 
aristocracy  of  France,  but  who  had  returned  from 
exile  to  enter  his  service,  and  to  depend  upon 
him  for  their  bread.  Among  these  commanding 
officers  there  was  a  Count  de  Montesquieu,  cham¬ 
berlain  to  the  emperor ;  a  Count  de  Montmorency, 
equerry ;  a  Brancas,  a  Biron,  and  other  men  with 
court  employments,  and  with  names  the  most  aris¬ 
tocratic  and  the  most  dissonant  to  the  ears  of  the 
faubourgs.  In  the  days  of  the  Jacobin  ascen¬ 
dency  and  the  republican  enthusiasm  the  national 
guards  named  their  own  officers,  choosing  daring 
men  of  their  own  condition  and  stamp ;  but  now 
all  were  appointed  by  the  emperor.  None  of  the 
materials  of  the  corps  were  the  same ;  but  it  was  not 
to  be  expected  that,  composed  even  as  the  present 
corps  was,  those  seigneurs  of  the  old  regime  could 
have  the  same  sympathy  with  the  men  that  was 
|)ossessed  in  the  ]ii)erty-and-equality  days  by 
Usher  Maillard,  Mademoiselle  Theroigne,  Brewer 
Santerre,  Henriot,  and  other  sans-culottic  com¬ 
mandants  of  the  old  force.  If  such  a  sarde  na- 
tionale  as  this  could  not  be  formidable  to  the 
imperial  throne  and  established  order  ot  things, 
neither  could  it  be  formidable  to  the  invaders  ot 
France.  Moreover,  such  was  the  want  of  arms,  or 
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such  the  want  of  confidence  even  in  this  selected 
corps,  that  very  few  muskets  were  distributed  to  the 
men.  Some  of  them  received  carbines  without  ba¬ 
yonets,  some  mustered  fowling-pieces  of  their  own  ; 
but  the  far  greater  part  of  the  men  of  the  twelve 
legions,  even  w’hen  called  out  to  be  reviewed  in 
the  Champ  de  Mars,  were  armed  only  with  swords 
and  pikes.  This  continued  to  be  the  case  until 
the  middle  of  March,  when  the  victorious  allies 
w  ere  getting  close  to  Paris  ;  and,  if  they  procured, 
by  various  means,  an  abundance  of  muskets  and 
ammunition  then,  it  was  rather  in  spite  of  than  in 
consequence  of  Bonaparte’s  orders. 

The  repeated  declaration  of  the  allies  that  they 
were  not  waging  war  against  the  French  people, 
but  solely  against  the  ruler  of  France,  had  also  a 
great  effect  in  many  quarters.  Most  men  began 
to  hope  that,  by  submitting  to  the  chastisement  or 
even  to  the  expulsion  of  Bonaparte,  they  might  be 
allowed  quietly  to  preserve  and  enjoy  the  good 
things  they  had  got  either  from  him  or  from  the 
Revolution ;  and  those  who  had  gotten  most  w'ere 
most  disposed  to  indulge  in  this  hope.  Even  his 
hosts  of  employes  had  calculated  before  now  on 
the  probability  of  their  keeping  their  places  under 
some  other  master.  Among  the  old  soldiers,  whose 
trade  was  war,  and  who  were  fitted  for  no  other 
occupation,  among  his  Imperial  Guards  in  particu¬ 
lar,  and  among  the  young  students  in  the  military 
colleges,  who  had  had  their  imaginations  inflamed 
by  the  triumphs  that  were  now  past,  and  who  had 
been  taught  to  look  to  the  profession  of  arms  and 
the  chances  of  war  as  the  surest  means  of  obtain¬ 
ing  fame,  rank,  and  riches — there  w  as  an  abundant 
and  glow'ing  enthusiasm  for  Bonaparte ;  but  at 
this  moment  it  would  have  been  difficult  to  find 
the  same  feeling  anywhere  else.  “  There  was,” 
says  the  republican  historian  Migriet,  “  neither 
that  despair  nor  that  impulse  of  liberty  which  carry 
people  to  stern  resistance;  the  war  was  no  longer 
considered  as  national,  and  the  emperor  had  put 
all  the  public  interest  in  himself  alone,  and  all  his 
means  of  defence  in  mechanical  troops.”*  Some¬ 
thing  might  have  been  expected  from  the  natural 
instinct  of  patriotism,  and  more  from  the  military 
spirit  and  national  pride  of  the  French ;  but  these 
sentiments  were  not  strong  enough  to  make  the 
people  insurge  as  one  body  against  the  invaders, 
especially  as  they  had  not  been  provided  with  arms 
and  the  other  means  necessary  to  render  an  insur¬ 
rection  available.  Just  before  quitting  Faris  Bona¬ 
parte  ordered  the  formation  of  twelve  regiments  of 
tirailleurs,  to  be  composed  of  volunteers,  by  the 
enrolment  of  men  of  all  ages,  from  twenty  to  sixty. 
These  regiments  were  to  enjoy  the  honour  of  being 
attached  to  the  young  Imperial  Guard;  but  the 
time  allowed  was  short,  the  volunteering  zeal  was 
slow,  and  the  twelve  regiments  were  never  com¬ 
pleted.  On  the  23rd  ot  January  the  emperor  re¬ 
ceived  in  the  palace  of  the  Tuileries  the  oaths  of 
fidelity  of  the  officers  of  the  new  Parisian  Garde 
NulionaG.  “  I  am  about  to  depart,”  said  he ;  “  I 
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am  going  to  fight  the  enemy,  and  must  leave  to 
you  all  that  is  dearest  to  me — the  empress  and  my 
son  !”  On  the  same  day  he  again  conferred  the 
regency  on  Maria  Louisa.  Poor  Joseph,  the  fugi¬ 
tive  ex-king  of  Spain,  was  named  lieutenant  of  the 
emperor  in  Paris.  As  far  as  warlike  matters  were 
concerned,  one  of  Napoleon’s  old  grey  coats,  or  one 
of  his  old  cocked  hats,  would  have  had  more  influ¬ 
ence  than  poor  Joseph.  On  the  25th  of  January 
the  emperor  cpiitted  Paris  to  put  himself  at  the 
head  of  his  army,  which  was  now  collecting  in 
Champagne,  in  the  plains  of  which  the  two  armies 
of  Schwartzenberg  and  Bliicher  were  on  the  point 
of  effecting  their  junction.  It  is  not  easy  to  esti¬ 
mate  the  actual  force  which  Bonaparte  headed  at 
the  end  of  January  and  the  beginning  of  February. 
From  the  ingenious  way  in  which  French  writers 
arrange  their  narratives,  and  suppress  details  about 
junctions  and  reinforcements,  it  is  made  to  appear 
that  Bonaparte  contested  the  interior  of  France, 
and  defended  the  approaches  to  his  capital  for 
two  months,  with  only  the  10,000  or  80,000  men 
whom  he  withdrew  from  the  Rhine.  But  this  is 
ridiculous.  Soult’s  army  alone  must  have  sup¬ 
plied  40,000  or  50,000  men ;  other  troops  (and 
some  of  them  veterans)  were  drawn  from  other 
quarters  ;  some  of  the  fugitives  from  Holland  ral¬ 
lied  in  Belgium,  and  followed  the  imperial  eagle  ; 
several  garrisons  were  reduced,  and,  apparently, 
very  nearly  the  entire  garrison  of  Paris  (at  all 
times  a  strong  one)  was  removed  to  the  scene  of 
action,  the  city  being  left  to  the  national  guards. 
VVe  would  not  reduce  such  military  fame  as  Bona¬ 
parte  acquired  in  this  remarkable  campaign  ;  but 
we  would  remove  his  exploits  from  exaggeration 
and  fable,  and  bring  them  within  the  limits  of 
credibility  and  fact.  After  deducting  from  the 
preposterously  exaggerated  French  estimates  of  the 
numbers  of  the  invaders,  and  after  adding  a  great 
many  thousands  of  men  to  their  estimate  of  the 
force  which  Bonaparte  opposed  to  the  allies,  the 
facts  will  still  remain  that  their  force,  though  far 
more  scattered,  was  numerically  far  superior  to 
his,  and  that  the  defence  he  made  was  brilliant, 
and  even  marvellous.  The  genius  of  the  man 
seemed  to  revive  in  his  despair.  Some  of  the  best 
tacticians  have  considered  this  campaign  as  that 
in  which  he  made  the  most  remarkable  displays  of 
his  military  combinations  and  fertility  of  resources, 
and  accuracy  and  rapidity  of  movement ;  and, 
in  its  character  as  a  defensive  war,  the  campaign 
of  1814  will  probably  be  estimated  by  military 
historians  as  equal,  or  perhaps  superior,  to  those 
offensive  wars  in  Italy  which  had  been  the  founda¬ 
tion  of  all  his  fame  and  of  all  his  power.  Now, 
too,  he  displayed,  as  he  had  done  then,  the  greatest 
intrepidity  or  fearlessness,  exposing  his  person  in 
nearly  every  affair,  in  the  hottest  fire,  and  in  the 
closest  and  most  terrible  parts  of  the  fight. 

Long  before  they  approached  the  Rhine  (on  the 
9ih  of  November,  1813)  the  ministers  of  the  allied 
])owers,  then  apparently  acting  under  Austrian  in¬ 
fluence,  put  forth  a  diplomatic  note  declaring  that 
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the  coalized  sovereigns  were  unanimously  agreed  as 
to  the  weight  and  consequence  which  France,  as  a 
nation,  ought  to  hold  in  Europe,  and  were  ready 
to  leave  her  in  possession  of  what  she  called  her 
natural  limits — the  lines  of  the  Rhine,  the  Alps, 
and  the  Pyrenees.  And  nearly  a  month  after  this 
(on  the  1st  of  December,  1813),  when  Bonaparte 
had  ordered  a  new  levy  of  300,000  conscripts,  the 
allied  powers  issued  at  Francfort  a  declaration  or 
manifesto,  repeating  their  offers  of  peace,  upon  con¬ 
dition  that  the  French  should  remain  quiet  and 
satisfied  with  those  natural  limits,  which  were 
wider  and  enclosed  more  territory  than  had  ever 
been  possessed  by  any  of  the  kings  of  France. 
Caulaincourt,  who  in  1805  had  played  so  important 
a  part  in  the  seizure  of  the  Due  d’Enghien,  who 
was  now  Duke  of  Vicenza,  and  who  had  succeeded 
Maret,  Duke  of  Bassano,  as  Bonaparte’s  minister 
for  foreign  affairs,  was  sent  to  the  head-quarters  of 
the  allies,  but  without  any  conditions  upon  which 
they  could  treat.  The  chief  object  of  Caulaincourt’s 
mission  was,  in  fact,  to  sow  jealousies  and  dissen¬ 
sions  among  the  members  of  the  coalition;  and  an 
attentive  examination  of  the  complicated  history  of 
the  times  will  prove  that  he  was  not  altogether  un¬ 
successful,  although  his  success  fell  far  short  of  his 
master’s  expectations.  “  Only  detach  Austria,” 
said  Bonaparte,  “  and  all  will  yet  be  saved.”  Con¬ 
sequently  it  was  to  the  Austrian  minister  that  Cau¬ 
laincourt  principally  addressed  himself.  He  offered 
to  Metternich,  as  the  price  of  an  armistice,  some  of 
the  chief  fortresses  in  Italy,  and  some  of  the  fort¬ 
resses  which  the  French  still  held  in  Germany. 
But  the  Austrian  minister  would  not  listen  to  the 
proposition ;  and  all  the  allied  armies  continued 
their  advance.  The  sovereigns,  however,  agreed 
that  a  congress  should  be  held  at  Chatillon-sur- 
Seine,  where  the  representatives  of  Bonaparte  might 
treat  with  their  ambassadors,  and  settle,  if  possible, 
the  firm  basis  of  a  peace.  Though  they  now  spoke 
somewhat  less  distinctly,  they  seemed  still  to  offer 
“  those  natural  limits,”  which  France  ought  never 
to  be  allowed  to  possess.  On  the  5th  of  February, 
this  congress  commenced  its  deliberations  at  the 
place  appointed.  Russia  was  represented  by  the 
Count  Rasomowski ;  Prussia,  by  the  Baron 
Humboldt;  Austria,  by  Count  Stadion  ;  England, 
by  Lord  Castlereagh ;  and  France,  by  Caulain¬ 
court.*  These  plenipotentaries  continued  to  assem¬ 
ble  and  hold  long  and  repeated  conferences  until  the 
middle  of  March ;  the  demands  of  the  allies  and 
the  concessions  of  Bonaparte  fluctuated  according 
to  the  various  turns  and  events  of  the  campaign; 
but  during  the  whole  of  this  period  military  opera¬ 
tions  were  never  for  one  moment  suspended.  At 
first  the  demands  of  Caulaincourt  were  very  high  ; 
as  his  master  lost  ground  in  the  field,  his  tone  was 
lowered ;  but  never,  until  the  very  last  moment, 
when  Bonaparte  was  absolutely  vanquished,  and 
when  a  vast  portion  of  the  French  nation  was 

•  Lord  Oistlereagh  was  assisted  by  liis  brother.  General  Sir  Charles 
Stewart  (the  present  Marquess  of  Londonderry),  and  by  Lords  Aber¬ 
deen  and  Cathcart. 


declaring  for  the  Bourbons,  did  Caulaincourt  offer 
such  concessions  as  would  have  reduced  France  to 
her  proper  dimensions. 

Without  alluding  to  the  army  of  Lord  Welling¬ 
ton,  which  had  held  its  ground  in  the  south  for 
months,  the  northern  and  eastern  frontiers  of 
France  were  broken  through  weeks  before  Bona¬ 
parte  quitted  Paris  to  take  the  field.  Towards  the 
end  of  December,  Prince  Schwartzenberg  crossed 
the  Rhine  near  Basle,  and,  traversing  Switzerland 
with  all  the  gentleness  he  had  promised,  invaded 
Alsace ;  other  Austrians  followed,  crossing  the 
Rhine  near  Basle  and  Schaffhausen  ;  and  some  of 
the  allies  marched  through  Soleure,  Bern,  and 
Vaud  to  Geneva,  and  thence  by  the  valley  of  the 
Rhone  towards  the  great  French  city  of  Lyons.  The 
Russian  army  of  General  Wittgenstein  crossed  the 
Rhine  near  Rastadt  on  the  night  of  the  1st  of  Janu¬ 
ary,  and  spread  its  pulks  of  Cossacks  far  into 
France.  Bliicher,  defeating  Marshals  Marmont 
and  Victor,  threw  his  Prussians  and  the  troops  of 
the  late  Confederation  of  the  Rhine  across  that 
river,  at  three  different  points  lower  down  the 
river,  between  Coblentz  and  Manheim.  The  French 
abandoned  an  entrenched  camp  and  nearly  all  their 
fortresses  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Rhine  without  a 
struggle ;  but,  as  most  of  these  troops  were  kept 
together  by  marshals  and  officers  of  reputation,  they 
must  either  have  joined  Bonaparte’s  army  or  have 
assisted  him  by  joining  those  detached  corps  which 
were  scattered  over  a  wide  surface  of  countrv  to 
distract  the  attention  of  the  allies  or  to  secure  com¬ 
munications.  By  the  middle  of  January  one-third 
of  France  was  invaded.  At  a  distance  from  the 
grand  army  under  Bonaparte  we  trace  three  dis¬ 
tinct  armies ;  that  of  Marshal  Soult,  who  was  to 
keep  Wellington  in  check;  that  of  Marshal  Au- 
gereau,  who  was  to  defend  the  line  of  the  Rhone, 
and,  if  possible,  to  cover  the  city  of  Lyons  ;  and 
that  of  General  Maison,  who  was  to  find  employ¬ 
ment  in  Belgium  to  the  forces  under  Bernadotte. 
Except  the  forces  of  Soult,  it  is  not  easy  to  say  what 
was  the  strength  of  those  separate  armies.  It  ap¬ 
pears  that  at  one  moment  Augereau  alone  had 
18,000  or  20,000  men  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Lyons. 

Bonaparte’s  first  great  object  in  taking  the  field 
was  to  throw  himself  between  the  armies  of 
Schwartzenberg  and  Bliicher,  to  prevent  their  junc¬ 
tion  and  defeat  one  of  them  before  the  other  could 
get  to  his  assistance.  This  was  his  old  and  unvaried 
plan  of  operation,  and  his  rapidity  and  the  nature  of 
the  country  now  rendered  it,  for  a  short  time,  rather 
successful.  The  great  river  valleys  (the  Marne  and 
Seine)  through  which  the  foremost  columns  of  the 
allies  were  advancing  into  the  heart  of  France,  were 
separated  by  a  broad  tract  of  country,  hilly  in  many 
places,  and  tolerably  well  furnished  with  military 
roads  branching  ofl'  right  and  left,  and  leading  to 
either  valley.  On  the  27th  of  January  he  gave  the 
allies  the  first  serious  check  they  had*  received,  by 
surprising  and  defeating  a  vanguard  at  St.  Dizier. 
On  the  29th  he  fell  upon  Bliicher,  near  Brienne. 
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The  military  college  of  Brienne,  where  Bonaparte 
had  received  his  education,  was  close  in  sight,  and 
was  occupied  by  “  Marshal  Forwards  ”  as  his  head¬ 
quarters.  The  battle,  which  commenced  at  a  little 
after  three  in  the  afternoon,  lasted  till  midnight,  the 
latter  part  of  it  being  carried  on  within  the  burning 
towm  of  Brienne,  w'hich  the  French  had  bombarded 
in  order  to  drive  out  the  Prussians.  That  night 
Bonaparte,  from  the  chateau  of  Brienne,  penned 
one  of  his  bulletins  in  the  old  style,  and  sent  it  off 
to  Paris.  He  said  that  he  had  beaten  Bliicher, 
W’hich  w’as  true;  but  he  added  that  he  had  taken 
15,000  prisoners  and  40  pieces  of  cannon,  and 
this  was  false;  for  he  had  scarcely  captured  100 
prisoners,  and  he  had  not  taken  a  single  gun.  On 
the  following  da\',  about  the  hour  of  noon,  the 
battle  W’as  renewed,  by  Bonaparte  attacking 
Bliicher,  who  had  retreated  to  La  Rothiere,  at  the 
distance  of  only  three  or  four  miles  from  Brienne. 
Bliicher  gave  way,  and  retreated  three  or  four 
miles  farther  ;  but  in  the  meanwhile  General 
Yorck,  w’ith  a  Prussian  division,  got  in  Bonaparte’s 
rear,  and  retook  St.  Dizier,  where  the  French  had 
been  successful  on  the  27th ;  the  Russian  general 
Wittgenstein,  supported  by  the  Bavarian  Wrede, 
defeated  and  drove  in  the  cavalry  destined  to  cover 
Bonaparte’s  movements,  and  the  Prince  Royal  of 
Wirtemberg,  w’ith  a  part  of  Schwartzenberg’s 
army,  was  in  full  march  to  join  Bliicher.  Sud¬ 
denly,  instead  of  continuing  his  retreat,  Bliicher 
resumed  the  offensive,  and  columns,  not  only  of 
Austrians,  but  of  Russians,  Prussians,  and  Bava¬ 
rians,  w’ere  seen  approaching.  Bonaparte  had  the 
river  Auve  behind  him,  and  only  one  narrow 
bridge,  by  which  to  cross  it :  in  such  circumstances, 
and  in  presence  of  an  enterprising  enemy,  he 
apprehended  fatal  consequences  from  a  retreat,  and 
preferred  risking  a  general  action,  w'ith  a  force 
decidedly  inferior  to  that  of  the  allies.  The  French 
centre  was  still  at  La  Rothiere,  and  the  name  of 
that  village  has  been  given  to  the  battle,  which 
began  on  the  morning  of  the  1st  of  February, 
and  lasted  nearly  twelve  hours,  but  terminated 
in  the  defeat  of  the  French.  The  sudden  and 
scarcely  accountable  inaction  of  the  Austrians, 
just  at  the  critical  moment,  left  open  the  only  road 
by  which  Bonaparte  could  retreat.  Crossing  the 
Auve,  abandoning  Brienne,  and  leaving  sixty 
pieces  of  cannon  behind  him,  he  retired  towards 
Troyes,  the  old  capital  of  Champagne,  where  he 
was  joined  by  his  old  imperial  guard.  His  rein¬ 
forcements  scarcely  did  more  than  make  up  the 
great  numbers  he  had  lost  in  the  battles  of  Bri¬ 
enne  and  La  Rothiere ;  and,  in  spite  of  all  his 
e.xertions,  Schwartzenberg  had  effected  his  junction 
with  Bliicher.  If  these  two  chiefs  had  kept  toge¬ 
ther,  and  had  advanced  straight  upon  Paris,  the 
war  would  have  lieen  terminated  in  a  fortnight ; 
but  they  sejiarated  almost  as  soon  as  they  joined, 
Schw’artzenberg  advancing  upon  Troves,  and  Blii- 
cher  taking  his  road  on  La  Fere-Champenoise, 
thus  to  threaten  Paris  by  two  several  routes.  On 
the  5th  of  February  Yorck  made  himself  master 
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of  the  town  of  Chalons-sur-Marne,  and  manoeuvred 
on  Bonaparte’s  flank,  while  other  corps  of  the 
allies  cleared  nearly  the  whole  of  the  plains  of 
Champagne,  whereon  the  French  had  boasted  that 
they  would  give  to  the  barbarians  of  the  north 
some  such  signal  defeat  as  their  ancestors  had 
given  in  those  very  regions  to  Attila  and  his  hordes. 
These  operations  made  it  impossible  for  Bona¬ 
parte  to  maintain  himself  at  Troyes;  and  on  the 
6th  of  February  he  abandoned  that  city,  and  went 
in  pursuit  of  Bliicher.  On  the  7th  the  van  of 
Schwartzenberg’s  army  entered  Troyes,  where  the 
inhabitants  hoisted  the  white  flag,  and  shouted 
“  Long  live  Louis  XVIII.”  By  moving  off  by  a 
lateral  road,  and  by  marching  with  admirable 
rapidity,  the  French  emperor  overtook  a  part  of 
Bliicher’s  army  on  the  10th,  near  Champaubert, 
attacked  it  in  flank,  defeated  it,  and  took  about 
2000  prisoners.  On  the  11th  Bonaparte  was  still 
more  successful  at  Montmirail ;  but,  while  he  was 
maltreating  Bliicher,  Schwartzenberg,  pressing  on¬ 
ward  by  the  line  of  march  he  had  chosen,  kept 
slowly  but  steadily  advancing  upon  the  French 
capital;  nor  did  he  stop,  as  Bonaparte  expected  he 
would  do,  upon  learning  the  reverses  of  the  Prus¬ 
sians.  Nothing  in  the  broad  valley  of  the  Seine 
could  oppose  a  valid  resistance  to  Schwartzenberg’ s 
columns  :  Sens  w’as  taken,  and  Nogent,  and  Monte - 
reau,  and  Pont-sur-Seine,  where  Bonaparte’s 
mother  had  a  magnificent  villa.  Leaving  Bliicher, 
Bonaparte  now  posted  after  Schwartzenberg.  On 
the  I7th  he  came  up  with  Schwartzenberg,  in  the 
valley  of  the  Seine,  near  Nangis,  and  gained  some 
trifling  advantages  over  him.  The  French  em¬ 
peror,  having  been  joined  by  Victor  and  Oudi- 
not,  was  now  at  the  head  of  80,000  men,  all 
in  one  compact  body,  while  Schwartzenberg’s 
forces,  according  to  the  incurable  habit  of 
Austrian  generals,  were  marching  in  disjointed 
bodies,  with  long  intervals  between.  The  effect  of 
their  numerical  superiority  was  thus  lost ;  and  on 
the  18th,  w'hen  Bonaparte  with  his  80,000  men 
attacked  the.  Prince  Royal  of  Wirtemberg,  whom 
Schwartzenberg  had  left  with  only  20,000  men  to 
defend  the  important  post  of  Montereau,  the  French 
gained  a  victory.  This  last  affair  made  a  good 
many  people  cry  Vive  Napoleon  who  had  been  just 
shaping  their  mouths  to  cry  Vive  Louis  XVIII.  ; 
and  It  had  a  great  effect  in  re- animating  the  spirit 
of  the  French  soldiery.  It  became  the  cry  of  the 
camp,  “  One  more  affair  like  this  of  Montereau, 
and  the  invaders  must  retire  beyond  the  Rhine.” 
But,  in  sober  truth,  this  affair  was  little  more  than 
a  bloody  skirmish.  Bonaparte  had  succeeded  by 
bringing  a  quadruple  force  against  one  portion  of 
Schwartzenberg’s  army ;  and  he  was  still  sur¬ 
rounded  by  forces  far  superior  to  his  own.  Schwartz¬ 
enberg,  however,  thought  it  expedient  to  re-unite 
his  army  to  that  of  Bliicher,  from  which  it  ought 
never  to  have  been  disunited.  Moving  by  a  shorter 
road,  or  at  a  quicker  pace,  Bonaparte  fell  upon 
Bliicher  before  Schwartzenberg  could  join  him, 
and  on  the  22nd  of  February  gave  him  another 
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serious  check.  On  the  24th  the  French  attacked 
Schwartzenberg  separately,  and  obliged  him  to 
retreat  beyond  Troyes.  Bonaparte  re-entered  that 
ancient  city,  and  issued  a  terrible  proclamation 
against  those  who  had  cried  Vive  Louis  XVIII. ^ 
or  who  had  worn  the  cross  of  St.  Louis  or  the  white 
cockade,  or  who  had  assisted  the  allies  in  any  way. 
“  Every  Frenchman,”  said  the  proclamation,  “  that 
has  worn  the  signs  or  the  decorations  of  the  ancient 
regime  is  declared  a  traitor,  and  as  such  shall  be 
judged  by  a  military  commission,  and  condemned 
to  death.  His  property  shall  be  confiscated  to  the 
state.”  One  active  royalist,  the  Chevalier  de  Goualt, 
was  seized,  tried,  and  executed  within  two  hours ; 
and  died  with  the  shout  of  Vive  le  Roi  1  But 
again  the  emperor  found  that  he  could  not  main¬ 
tain  himself  in  Troyes.  No  sooner  was  Bliicher 
freed  from  his  presence,  than  he  drove  the  French 
under  Marshal  Macdonald  before  him,  and  con¬ 
tinued  his  advance  upon  Paris.  There  w^as  a  great 
deal  more  of  this  see-saw  work,  which  tvould 
scarcely  be  intelligible  without  minute  and  very 
long  details  ;  and  there  were  not  fewer  than  ten 
more  battles  and  affivirs  fought  on  various  points  ; 
but  the  result  of  the  whole  w'as  that,  in  spite  of  his 
own  promptitude  and  skill,  and  the  many  blunders 
of  his  adversaries,  Bonaparte  was  over-matched  by 
the  odds  against  him,  and  was  compelled  to  leave 
the  road  to  Paris  open  to  the  allies.  By  a  bold 
movement,  intended  to  alarm  them  for  their  com¬ 
munications,  he  placed  himself  in  the  rear  of  the 
whole  allied  army,  and  was  there  joined  by  some 
considerable  reinforcements  ;  but  the  allies  pressed 
on  to  his  capital  all  the  same,  and  their  advance 
was  now  favoured  not  only  by  the  indifference  or 
the  inertness  of  the  population,  but  also  by  the 
encouragement  and  advice  given  by  many  French 
royalists.  Marshal  Marmont,  who  had  glided  be¬ 
tween  the  army  of  Schwartzenberg  and  the  capital, 
and  who  had  collected  about  20,000  regular  troops, 
made  a  faint  attempt  to  defend  the  heights  in  front 
of  Paris ;  but  he  was  driven  back  under  the  walls 
of  that  city.  In  vain  did  Joseph  Bonaparte  issue 
stirring  proclamations — the  great  mass  of  the 
people  of  Paris  were  now  not  to  be  stirred  by  any¬ 
thing.  Such  enthusiasm  as  there  was  was  left 
almost  entirely  to  the  military  students  of  the 
Polytechnic  school,  who  mounted  batteries  upon 
Montmartre,  and  displayed  abundant  courage.  But 
on  the  30th  of  March  Schwartzenberg’s  army  took 
possession  of  the  whole  line  of  defence  which  pro¬ 
tected  Paris  on  the  north-eastern  side.  The  em¬ 
press-regent  had  fled  from  Paris  to  Blois  some  time 
before;  and  on  the  afternoon  of  this  day  Joseph, 
the  emperor’s  lieutenant  and  commander-in-chief 
of  the  national  guard,  was  nowhere  to  be  found  : 
he  had  been  accustomed  to  rapid  fljjflits  in  Spain, 
and  he  had  fled  after  the  empress- regent.  Marshals 
Mortier  and  Marmont  now  asked  for  an  armistice, 
and  this  led  to  the  immediate  capitulation  of  Paris. 
On  the  31st  the  Emperor  Alexander  and  the  King 
of  Prussia,  who  had  been  with  Schwartzenberg’s 
army  ever  since  the  battle  of  La  Rothiere,  entered 
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the  capital  of  France  amidst  the  acclamations  of 
the  Parisians,  and  a  wondrous  w'aving  of  white 
handkerchiefs,  and  a  shouting  of  Vivent  les  Allies  I 
Vivent  les  Bourbons!  The  French  waiters,  who 
consider  these  demonstrations  as  very  dishonour¬ 
able  to  the  national  character,  pretend  to  assert  that 
the  cries  were  raised  only  by  the  perverse  aris¬ 
tocracy  of  the  Faubourg  St.  Germain,  and  that 
the  white  handkerchiefs,  emblematic  of  the  Bour¬ 
bon  flag,  were  waved  only  by  some  antiquated 
chevaliers  de  St.  Louis  and  other  old  women  of 
that  description  ;  but  those  who  heard  the  sounds 
and  saw  the  sight  declare  that  so  loud  a  shouting 
could  not  have  been  raised  by  a  few  hundreds  of 
voices ;  that  the  white  handkerchiefs  were  dis¬ 
played  in  every  street  and  from  the  windows  of 
almost  every  bouse ;  and  that  women  of  the 
poorer  class  were  making  a  little  fortune  by  sell¬ 
ing  white  ribands  to  cut  up  into  cockades,  even 
as  in  the  days  of  Camille  Desmoulins  great  profits 
had  been  made  in  the  Palais  Royal  by  vending 
ribands,  red,  white,  and  blue,  to  make  the  tri¬ 
color  and  true  republican  cockade.  That  night, 
as  on  the  preceding  night,  when  the  wounded 
French  filled  the  streets,  the  theatres  of  Paris  were 
all  open,  and  were  about  as  full  as  usual :  but  this, 
say  the  French  writers,  was  entirely  owing  to  the 
order  and  management  of  the  police,  who  wanted 
to  keep  the  desperate  citizens  quiet,  and  to  prevent 
any  further  useless  waste  of  life  and  limbs.  Bona¬ 
parte  now  came  flying  back  to  the  relief  of  the 
capital ;  but  he  came  too  late  :  Paris  was  already  in 
the  undisturbed  possession  of  the  allies  ;  and,  since 
the  courage  of  the  military  youth  had  been  extin¬ 
guished  on  Montmartre,  not  a  sword  had  leaped 
from  its  scabbard  for  him  or  for  his  dynasty.  At 
Fontainebleau  he  met  the  columns  of  the  garrison 
which  had  evacuated  Paris.  He  affected  great 
astonishment,  and  greater  indignation  against 
Marshal  Marmont ;  but  no  man  in  his  senses 
thought  that  Marmont,  with  his  diminutive  force, 
and  with  no  popular  support,  could  have  done  more 
than  he  had  done.  Several  of  his  old  generals  now 
told  him  the  unpalatable  truth  that  he  ought  to 
abdicate,  as  the  conferences  at  Chatillon  had  been 
broken  up,  and  as  the  allied  sovereigns  declared 
that  they  would  no  longer  treat  with  him.  He 
hurried  into  the  gloomy  old  palace  of  Fontainebleau, 
which  not  long  since  had  been  the  prison  of  the 
pope,  and  shut  himself  up  with  his  maddening 
reflections. 

Meanwhile  the  counter-revolution  went  on  in 
Paris,  and  in  other  towns  in  France,  at  the  charging 
pace.  Many  preparations  had  been  made  for  it 
while  he  was  contending  against  the  allies  in  Cham¬ 
pagne  and  in  the  valleys  of  the  Seine  and  Marne. 
On  the  21st  of  February  the  Comte  d’Artois,  who 
had  been  the  first  of  the  royal  family  to  emigrate, 
arrived  at  Vesoul  with  the  rear-guard  of  the  grand 
allied  army,  and  issued  a  proclamation,  telling  the 
French  people  that  the  day  of  their  deliverance  was 
at  hand  ;  that  the  brother  of  their  king  had  arrived 
among  them  ;  that  there  should  be  no  more  tyranny, 
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no  more  war,  no  more  conscriptions  ;  and  this  pro¬ 
clamation,  being  sent  to  Paris,  had  been  printed  at 
a  private  press,  and  pretty  widely  distributed.  On 
the  12th  of  March  the  Duke  of  Angouleme  had 
entered  Bordeaux — the  first_  city  which  openly 
declared  for  the  Bourbons — and  had  been  received 
with  transports  of  joy.  On  entering  Paris  the 
Emperor  Alexander  went  straight  to  the  mansion  of 
M.  de  Talleyrand,  and  there,  for  the  present,  took 
up  his  abode.  On  the  next  day  the  King  of 
Prussia,  Prince  Schwartzenberg,  Prince  Lichten¬ 
stein,  Count  Pozzo  di  Borgo,  and  some  other  gene¬ 
rals  and  diplomatists  of  the  allies  assembled  in 
Talleyrand’s  house  and  opened  conferences  with 
him  and  the  Emperor  Alexander.  There  could  no 
longer  be  any  doubt  as  to  the  proper  answer  to  be 
given  to  the  question  which  had  been  so  incessantly 
asked  throughout  Paris  in  the  months  of  December 
and  January — Qu’m  pense  M.  de  Talleyrand? 
Talleyrand  now  thought  that  it  was  the  end  of  the 
end.  He  readily  agreed  with  the  allied  sovereigns 
that  it  would  be  insanity  to  treat  with  Bonapatte, 
and  that  the  best  assurance  of  peace  for  Europe  and 
the  greatest  blessing  for  P’rance  would  be  the  im¬ 
mediate  restoration  of  the  Bourbons,  with  a  mild 
and  limited  form  of  government.  Many  French¬ 
men  of  rank  or  celebrity,  w'ho  had  been  invited  to 
the  meeting,  as  the  Duke  Dalberg,  the  Abbe  de 
Pradt,  the  Abbd  Louis,  General  Buernonville,  &c., 
assented  to  the  opinions  of  Talleyrand.  On  the 
next  day,  the  1st  of  April,  a  proclamation  in  the 
name  of  the  Emperor  Alexander,  and  a  proclama¬ 
tion  from  the  municipality  of  Paris,  were  posted  side 
by  side,  on  the  walls  of  the  city.  The  imperial 
scroll  emphatically  declared  that  the  allied  sove¬ 
reigns,  though  ready  to  grant  the  most  favourable 
conditions  of  peace  to  the  Bourbons,  would  no 
longer  negotiate  with  Napoleon  Bonaparte  or  with 
any  member  of  his  family.  The  paper  of  the  mu¬ 
nicipality,  which  was  duly  signed  by  all  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  general  council,  declared  that  the  free 
expression  of  opinion  had  too  long  been  kept  down 
by  tyranny  and  military  force,  but  that  now  the 
magistrates  of  the  people  would  be  traitors  if  they 
did  not  give  utterance  to  the  voice  of  their  con¬ 
science  and  proclaim  to  the  French  nation  that  all 
the  evils  which  oppressed  them  were  attributable 
to  one  single  man.  It  concluded  with  the  solemn 
declaration  that  they,  the  municipals,  abjured  for 
ever  all  obedience  to  the  usurper  in  order  to  return 
to  their  leqiiimale  masters.  On  the  same  day,  the 
1st  of  A})ril,the  senators  assembled  under  the  pre¬ 
sidency  of  M.  de  Talleyrand,  and  proceeded,  with 
a  rapidity  equalling  that  of  some  of  their  emperor’s 
late  marches,  to  pronounce  and  decree  that  Napo¬ 
leon  Bonaparte,  in  consequence  of  sundry  arbitrary 
acts  and  violations  of  the  Constitulion,  and  by  his 
refusing  to  treat  with  the  allies  upon  honourable 
conditions,  had  forfeited  the  throne  and  the  right 
of  inheritance  established  in  his  family ;  and  that 
the  people  and  the  army  of  France  were  freed  from 
their  oaths  of  allegiance  to  him.  A  provisional 
government  was  then  formed,  consisting  of  Talley- 
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rand,  Dalberg,  Buernonville,  and  some  others.*  On 
the  invitation  of  the  provisional  government  all  the 
members  of  the  Corps  Legislatif  who  chanced  to 
be  in  Paris  assembled  in  their  House  or  Chamber 
on  the  3rd  of  April,  assented  to  the  decree  of  the 
senate,  and,  “  considering  that  Napoleon  Bonaparte 
had  violated  the  constitutional  pact,”  and  “adher¬ 
ing  to  the  act  of  the  senate,”  they  recognised  and 
declared  “the  decheance  of  the  said  Napoleon 
Bonaparte,  and  the  members  of  his  family.”  This 
done,  the  members  went  in  a  body  to  present  the 
homages  {les  hommages)  of  the  Corps  Legislatif  to 
the  Emperor  of  Russia  and  the  King  of  Prussia. 
On  the  same  day  the  High  Court  of  Cassation  sent 
in  their  act  of  adhesion  to  the  provisional  govern¬ 
ment,  and  in  the  course  of  the  following  day  nearly 
all  the  civil  authorities  and  corporate  bodies  fol- 
low-ed  the  example.  On  the  4ih  of  Ajjril,  Mar¬ 
shal  Marmont,  being  freed  from  his  oath  to  the 
emperor,  accepted  the  invitation  of  the  provisional 
government  and  engaged  to  place  the  troops  w'hich 
remained  to  him  (about  10,000  or  12,000  men) 
“under  the  flag  of  the  good  French  cause.”  But 
most  of  Marmont’s  troops  either  deserted  imme¬ 
diately,  or  ran  to  join  their  emperor  at  Fontaine¬ 
bleau.  Before  taking  his  decisive  step  Marmont 
had  bargained  with  Prince  Schwartzenberg  that 
the  life  and  liberty  of  his  late  master  should  be 
guaranteed  by  the  allies,  and  that  his  future  resi¬ 
dence,  in  some  safe  but  circumscribed  country, 
should  be  fixed  by  the  allied  sovereigns ;  and 
he  had  sent  copies  of  his  correspondence  with 
Schwartzenberg  and  the  provisional  government 
to  Bonaparte,  on  the  night  of  the  3rd.  Early  on 
the  morning  of  the  4th,  before  Marmont  had  given 
any  orders  to  his  troops.  Marshals  Ney,  Berthier, 
Lefebvre,  Oudinot,  Macdonald,  and  Bertrand 
waited  upon  Bonaparte.  Ney,  who  was  deputed 
to  speak  for  them  all,  recommended  an  immediate 
abdication.  Maret  and  Caulaincourt  were  present, 
and  could  not  deny  that  this  step  was  no  longer 
a  matter  of  choice.  “  Is  this  the  advice  of  the 
generals?”  said  the  fallen  emperor.  “Yes,  Sire,” 
replied  Ney.  “Is  it  the  wish  of  the  army?” — 
“Yes,  Sire,”  was  Ney’s  answer.  Bonajiarte  im¬ 
mediately  retired  and  signed  an  act  of  abdication. 
But,  as  in  this  act  there  was  a  reservation  in  favour 
of  the  rights  of  his  son  and  of  the  empress,  all  the 
marshals  and  ministers  present  were  convinced  that 
it  would  not  do.  Marshals  Ney  and  Macdonald, 
however,  agreed  to  accompany  Caulaincourt  to 
Paris  with  this  act.  They  there  met  the  answer 
they  expected — the  coalized  powers  could  not  accept 
the  conditions  introduced  in  that  act,  being  already 
officially  engaged  not  to  treat  with  any  member  of 
the  family  of  Napoleon  Bonapaite.  The  Emperor 
Alexander  ]mt  forward  the  proposition  about  the 
island  of  Elba,  with  the  retention  of  the  imperial 
title,  a  large  annual  allowance  from  France,  &c.  It 
was  Marshal  Ney  that  transmitted  this  proposition 
to  Fontainebleau,  with  the  recommendation  that  it 
should  immediately  be  accepted.  Bonaparte  ap- 

*  Hist.  Pailement. 


Chap.  I.]  CIVIL  AND  MILITARY 

peared  willing  to  accept  what  was  offered  ;  hut  he 
delayed  signing  an  unconditional  act,  in  order  to 
gain  time.  He  was  not  without  hope  of  working 
upon  the  feelings  of  Ins  father-in-law,  the  Emperor 
Francis ;  he  had  not  yet  received  any  answer  to 
various  applications  he  had  made  to  that  sovereign; 
the  lorces  wjiich  Suchet  had  withdrawn  from  Spain 
Mere  still  intact ;  Soult’s  final  catastrophe  at  Tou¬ 
louse  had  not  yet  happened  ;  the  British  troops 
had  met  with  a  bloody  check  at  Bergen-op-Zoom ; 
Bernadotte  had  shown  some  shyness  in  advancing 
against  his  native  country ;  Carnot  was  holding 
out  stoutly  in  Antwerp ;  the  M'ar  M'as  not  wholly 
finished  either  in  Holland  or  in  Belgium;  and  m 
Italy  Eugene  Beauharnais,  though  worsted,  was 
not  yet  crushed  ; — something  might  yet  turn  up, 
and  desperate  men  grasp  at  desperate  hopes. 
But  the  Emperor  of  Austria  remained  inflexible; 
every  courier  that  reached  Fontainebleau  brought 
bad  intelligence,  both  as  to  the  troops  in  the  field 
and  as  to  the  temper  of  the  inhabitants,  who,  in 
many  parts  of  France,  seemed  to  be  settling  down 
quietly  under  the  Bourbon  government;  the  allies 
became  impatient;  Alexander,  who  was  playing 
the  magnanimous  part,  intimated  that  a  longer  de¬ 
lay  might  lead  to  harsher  terms,  and  at  lust,  on 
the  11th  of  April,  Bonaparte  signed  a  second 
act,  in  which  he  “  renounced  unconditionally,  for 
himself  and  his  heirs,  the  thrones  of  France  and 
Italy.”  The  Emperor  Alexander’s  proposition 
that  he  should  retain  the  title  of  Emperor,  with  the 
sovereignty  of  the  island  of  Elba  and  a  revenue  of 
0,000,000  francs,  to  be  paid  by  France,  Mas  then 
agreed  to  by  the  Emperor  of  Austria  and  the  King 
of  Prussia.  The  bargain  was  concluded  Muthout 
the  very  necessary  assent  or  signature  of  the  provi¬ 
sional  government  of  France,  or  of  Louis  XVIII., 
whose  restoration  had  now  been  fully  settled. 
England  herself  was  no  party  to  the  treaty  ;  but 
she  afterwards  gave  her  consent  to  it.  It  is  said 
that,  during  his  stay  at  Fontainebleau,  Bonaparte 
had  repeatedly  talked  of  suicide,  and  that  the 
night  after  signing  the  unconditional  act  of  abdica¬ 
tion  he  attempted  to  poison  himself  with  opium. 
The  last  fact,  at  least,  seems  to  be  very  doubtful ; 
but  it  is  worth  observing  that  it  is  most  seriously 
insisted  upon  by  some  of  those  who  most  admired 
the  man  and  his  deeds.  It  M'as  now  expected  that 
he  would  quit  at  once  the  scene  of  his  humiliation, 
and  hasten  to  Elba ;  but  he  lingered  in  that  old 
French  palace  nine  days  longer.  During  this  in¬ 
terval  he  received,  vith  other  black  new's,  the 
intelligence  not  only  that  Soult  had  been  beaten 
by  Wellington,  but  that  both  Soult  and  Suchet, 
like  the  rest  of  his  marshals,  had  sent  in  their  ad¬ 
hesion  to  the  provisional  government.  Finally,  on 
the  morning  of  the  20th  of  April,  the  dethroned 
emperor  took  an  affectionate  leave  of  his  old  guard, 
or  of  all  that  remained  of  it,  and  of  such  of  his 
generals  as  had  remained  at  Fontainebleau,  and 
then  began  his  journey  toM  ards  the  south  of  France, 
accompanied  by  a  very  strong  escort  of  French 
troops,  and  attended  by  four  commissioners  ap- 
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pointed  by  Russia,  Prussia,  Ausiria,  and  England. 
As  soon  as  he  got  into  the  regions  of  the  south  he 
found  that  his  strong  escort  and  the  presence  of 
the  allied  commissioners  Mere  very  necessary  to  the 
preservation  of  his  life.  At  Avignon,  and  in  several 
other  towns  of  Provence,  he  was  exposed  to  popular 
outrages  and  menaces,  which  had  the  humiliating 
effect  of  making  him  disguise  himself  in  a  foreign 
uniform.  At  Orgon  the  people  hanged  him  in 
effigy.  At  last  he  arrived  at  Frejus,  the  very  port 
that  received  him  on  his  return  from  Egyp't  and 
his  lucky  escape  from  the  English  cruisers  fourteen 
years  ago.  Here  he  shut  himself  up  in  a  solitary 
apartment,  which  he  traversed  with  impatient  steps, 
sometimes  pausing  to  M'atch,  from  a  window  over¬ 
looking  the  sea,  the  arrival  of  the  vessel  which  was 
to  convey  him  from  France,  as  it  then  seemed  (but 
not,  as  we  believe,  to  him),  for  ever.  A  French 
frigate  and  a  brig  had  come  round  from  Toulon ; 
but  be  preferred  embarking  on  board  an  English 
man-of-war  to  sailing  in  the  French  frigate  under 
the  Bourbon  flag.  The  ‘  Undaunted,’  Captain 
Usher,  was  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  British 
commissioner  Sir  Niel  Campbell;  and  in  this  ship 
Bonaparte  embarked  at  eleven  o’clock  at  night,  on 
the  2Sth  of  April,  under  a  salute  of  twenty-one 
guns.  “Farewell  to  Caesar  and  his  fortune!” 
exclaimed  the  Russian  commissioner  Schuwalofl’. 
This  Russian,  and  Count  Truchses  Waldberg,  the 
Prussian  commissioner,  returned  to  Paris ;  but 
General  Baron  Kohler,  the  Austrian  envoy,  and 
Sir  Niel  Campbell,  accompanied  Bonaparte  on  his 
voyage,  and  afterwards  remained  on  the  island 
w'ith  him.  During  the  voyage  he  recovered  his 
spirits,  and  was  very  talkative.  He  spoke  dis¬ 
paragingly  of  the  troops  and  of  nearly  all  the 
generals  of  Austria,  Russia,  and  Prussia;  but  he 
paid  a  high  compliment  to  the  fortitude,  bravery, 
energy,  and  activity  of  “  Marshal  Forwards.” 

“  That  old  devil,  Bliicher,”  he  said,  “  gave  me 
most  trouble.  He  was  always  ready  to  fight  again. 
If  1  beat  him  in  the  evening,  there  he  was  again 
next  morning  !  If  I  routed  him  in  the  morning, 
he  rallied  and  fought  again  before  night!  ”  He 
insisted  that  the  English,  availing  themselves  of 
their  own  strength  and  of  the  weakness  of  the 
restored  Bourbons,  would  pursue  a  very  selfish 
policy,  and  extort  from  Louis  XVIH.  some  com¬ 
mercial  treaty  and  other  concessions  disadvanta¬ 
geous  to  France  and  ruinous  to  her  commerce  and 
manufactures.  “  These  Bourbonists,”  said  he, 

“  are  poor  devils . I  mean  to  say  they  are 

Grands  Seigneurs!  They  are  very  glad  to  get 
back  to  their  forfeited  estates,  and  to  draw  their 
rents  ;  but,  if  the  French  people  see  that,  they 
will  become  discontented,  and  the  Bourbons  xeill 
he  turned  o  ff  in  six  months!'' 

It  was  on  the  4th  of  May  that  the  ‘  Undaunted  ’ 
arrived  off’  Porto-Ferrajo,  the  humble  capital  of 
his  miniature  empire.  But  Bonaparte  did  not 
land  until  the  following  morning,  when  he  was  re¬ 
ceived  with  as  much  state  and  parade  as  the  poor 
island  authorities  could  manage.  On  surveving 
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his  new  dominions  from  tlie  summit  of  one  of  the 
highest  hills,  whence  the  sea  was  visible  all  round 
him,  it  is  said  that  he  shook  his  head  with  affected 
solemnit}',  and  exclaimed,  in  a  bantering  tone, 
“  Eh!  II  faut  avoucr  qne  mon  'He  est  bicn  pe¬ 
tite  !  ”  But,  besides  the  little  island  and  the 
surrounding  sea,  the  fair  coast  of  Tuscany,  whence 
his  race  had  originally  sprung,  was  distinctly 
visible,  and  separated  only  by  a  narrow  channel, 
■with  two  rocky  islets  between,  as  if  for  stepping- 
stones  to  some  mighty  giant  to  pass  from  the  con¬ 
tinent  to  the  isle,  or  ffom  the  isle  to  the  continent. 
And,  standing  on  the  heights  of  Elba  as  the  sun 
goes  down,  the  greyish-blue  hills  of  Italy  appear 
so  near,  that  one  might  almost  fancy  he  could 
throw  his  cap  upon  them..  Ital}^  and  more  parti¬ 
cularly  the  nearest  part  of  it,  abounded  with  parti¬ 
sans,  or  with  peoj)le  who,  on  the  Avhole,  had 
received  more  good  than  evil  from  Bonaparte.  If 
the  allies  had  taken  the  map  of  the  world,  and  had 
carefully  studied  it  for  the  purpose  of  finding  a 
place  where  the  most  dangerous  of  men  should 
have  the  most  opportunities  of  corresponding  with 
his  friends  both  in  France  and  Italy,  and  should 
have  the  best  means  and  facilities  for  attempting 
new  mischief,  they  could  not  have  found  a  place  so 
suitable  as  the  island  of  Elba. 

On  the  9th  of  April,  eleven  days  before  Bona¬ 
parte  cjuitted  Fontainebleau,  IMaria  Louisa,  with 
her  son,  cpiitted  Blois  to  place  herself  under  the 
protection  of  her  father,  the  Emperor  of  Austria. 
About  the  same  time  the  provisional  government 
and  the  senate  drew  up  and  published  the  sketch 
of  a  constitution,  w'hich  was  to  be  accepted  by 
Louis  XVIII.  They  declared  that  the  French 
])eople  freely  (Hbi'ement')  called  to  the  throne  of 
ib'ance  Louis  XVIII.,  brother  to  the  last  king, 
Louis  XVE,  and  after  him  the  other  members  of 
the  house  of  Bourbon,  &c.  The  first  signature  to 
this  document  was  that  of  Talleyrand  ;  but  it  was 
followed  by  those  of  a  good  many  of  the  most  de¬ 
termined  partisans  of  Bonaparte,  who  had  cared 
little  for  a  constitution  so  long  as  he  w'as  emperor. 
It  should  appear  that  the  great  constitution-maker 
Sieyes  was  not  consulted  :  his  name  is  not  on  the 
list ;  but  he  had  previously  written  a  letter  to  de¬ 
clare  his  adhesion  to  the  decheance  of  Napoleon. 
On  the  afternoon  of  the  11th  of  April,  the  day  on 
which  the  emperor  signed  his  unconditional  act  of 
abdication  at  Fontainebleau,  Louis’s  brother,  the 
Count  d’Artois,  arrived  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Paris.  On  the  12th  they  gave  him  a  grand  re¬ 
ception  in  the  capital.  Talleyrand  delivered  the 
address  of  welcome.  The  prince  replied,  “Nothing 
is  changed  in  France  ;  there  is  only  one  Frenchman 
more  come  among  you.”  The  sincere  enthusiasm, 
however,  was  chiefly  confined  to  the  Count  d’ Ar¬ 
tois’s  own  retinue  and  the  denizens  of  the  aristo¬ 
cratic  faubourg  of  St.  Germain  ;  the  low'er  order  of 
people  seemed  to  be  moved  by  curiosity  and  asto¬ 
nishment  rather  than  any  other  feeling;  and  it  was 
not  without  a  painful  surprise  that  some  of  the 
French,  who  wished  well  to  the  prince  and  to  the 
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cause  of  his  ancient  race,  saw  the  procession  closed 
by  a  squadron  of  grim  Cossacks.  The  Duke  of 
Angouleme  came  on  from  Bordeaux,  where  he  had 
met  with  a  truly  enthusiastic  reception  ;  and,  quit¬ 
ting  his  rural  retirement  in  England,  the  amiable 
and  pacific  Louis  XVIII.  prepared  to  embark  for 
the  continent.  He  was  conducted  into  London  by 
the  ])rince  regent,  and  by  many  thousands  'of  ap¬ 
plauding  Englishmen.  On  the  24th  of  April  he 
embarked  at  Dover  in  a  royal  yacht,  commanded 
for  the  occasion  by  the  Duke  of  Clarence.  The 
authorities,  and  even  the  people  of  Calais,  gave  him 
what  seemed  to  be  a  cordial  welcome  ;  and  they 
afterwards  cut  the  form  of  the  sole  of  his  foot  in 
the  stone  at  the  pier- head  upon  which  it  was  said 
he  had  first  stepped  on  landing  in  his  beloved  and 
loving  France  :  but  all  this  was  hollower  than  the 
cavity  they  cut  in  the  stone ;  and  the  wots  of  Calais 
and  other  parts  of  France  were  soon  seen  laughing 
over  the  foot-mark,  and  wondering  what  business 
a  king  of  France  could  have  with  so  lug  a  foot. 
On  May  the  3d,  two  days  before  Bonaparte  made 
his  solemn  entry  into  Porto-Ferrajo,  poor  Louis, 
who  had  been  happier  -with  his  books  and  chosen 
friends  in  his  English  country-house,  made  his 
solemn  entrance  into  Paris.  The  scene  is  said  to 
have  passed  off  in  perfect  order  and  decorum.  On 
the  preceding  day  he  had  published  a  declaration 
respecting  the  future  constitution  of  France,  in 
which  he  fully  recognised  the  rights  of  the  country 
to  a  free  form  of  government,  and  signified  his  ap¬ 
probation  of  the  basis  of  the  constitution  as  framed 
by  the  senate  and  the  provisional  government ;  but 
in  which  he  intimated,  with  perfect  reason  and 
justice,  that  many  of  the  articles  contained  in  that 
very  hasty  sketch  of  a  constitution  bore  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  precipitation,  and  could  not,  in  their  exist¬ 
ing  form,  and  under  present  circumstances,  become 
the  law'  of  the  state.  Hence  arose  the  interminable 
and  bitter  (juarrel  about  ‘  la  Charte  octroyee  par  le 
7'oi,^  and  ‘  la  charte  exigee  et  faite  par  la  nation 
Fran^aisel 

As  new'  actors  came  upon  the  scene,  many  old 
ones  departed  from  it,  some  to  go  into  retirement 
or  exile,  and  some  to  go  into  the  grave.  Among 
those  who  went  the  last  waay  was  Josephine,  Bona¬ 
parte’s  first  wife,  wdio  had  certainly  dune  much  to 
aid  him  in  his  first  rise.  She  died  on  Sunday  the 
26th  of  May,  in  her  house  of  Malmaison. 

On  the  30th  of  May  the  allied  powers  of  Great 
Britain,  Austria,  Russia,  and  Prussia  signed  at 
Paris  a  treaty  of  peace  and  amity  with  France,  as 
represented  i)y  her  restored  monarch.  The  treaty 
secured  to  France  the  integrity  of  its  boundaries  as 
they  existed  on  January  1, 1192;  and  it  even  granted 
(in  order  to  improve  and  strengthen  these  boun¬ 
daries)  certain  augmentations  of  territory  on  the 
side  of  Germany,  on  the  side  of  Belgium,  and  on 
the  side  of  Italy.  The  contracting  parties  agreed 
that  an  increase  of  territory  should  he  given  to 
Holland  ;  that  the  lesser  German  states  should  be 
independent,  and  united  by  a  Germanic  federal 
league ;  that  Switzerland  should  continue  to  enjoy 
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its  independence  under  the  government  it  had 
chosen  ;  and  that  Italy  (beyond  the  limits  of  the 
Austrian  dominion,  which  was  to  be  restored) 
should  be  composed  of  sovereign  independent 
states.  Of  the  two  great  stumbling-blocks,  the 
Cape  and  Malta,  which  had  been  thrown  in  the 
way  of  previous  negotiations  with  England,  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope  had  been  secured  to  the  British 
crown  by  a  separate  treaty  with  Holland  ;  and  by 
this  present  treaty  of  Paris  the  island  of  Malta  and 
its  dependencies  were  admitted  as  belonging  of  right 
to  Great  Britain.  But  on  her  part  Great  Britain  bar¬ 
gained  and  agreed  to  give  back  to  France  all  the 
colonies,  factories,  &c.,  possessed  by  her  in  1792, 
with  the  exception  of  iobago,  St.  Lucie,  and  the 
Isle  of  France  ;  and  at  the  same  time  she  bound 
herself  to  restore  several  islands  and  colonies  to 
Spain,  who  was  incapable  of  keeping  them.  Pon¬ 
dicherry  was  of  course  given  back  (to  become,  if 
time  and  accidents  should  serve,  a  foyer  of  intrigue, 
insurrection,  and  war)  ;  and  France  was  to  enjoy 
all  the  facilities  of  commerce  with  our  Indian  em¬ 
pire  which  the  British  government  granted  to  the 
most  favoured  nations,  only  binding  herself  on  her 
part  not  to  erect  any  fortifications  in  the  establish¬ 
ments  restored  to  her  in  that  country.  Her  former 
rights  of  fishery  on  the  hank  of  Newfoundland, 
Ac.,  were  all  to  be  restored  as  they  were  by 
the  peace  of  1783.  Portugal,  our  ally,  was  to  give 
up  to  France  all  that  she  held  of  French  Guiana, 
&c.  The  materials  in  the  naval  arsenals,  and 
the  ships  of  war  surrendered  by  France  by  the 
convention  signed  with  the  allies  in  April,  were  to 
be  divided  between  France  and  the  countries  in 
which  such  arsenals,  ports,  &c.,  w’ere  situated.  As 
the  best  test  they  could  offer  of  their  moderation, 
as  the  best  proof  they  could  give  of  the  sincerity  of 
their  repeated  declarations  that  they  nieam  no  ill 
to  France,  that  they  waged  war  not  against  the 
French  people  but  only  against  Bonaparte,  the 
allied  powers  agreed  that  their  armies  should  eva¬ 
cuate  the  French  territories,  and  that  the  French 
prisoners  of  war  should  all  be  restored  as  soon  as 
possible.  And  by  the  beginning  of  June  France 
was  completely  evacuated  by  the  foreign  armies, 
and  left  to  manage  her  own  affairs.  As  far  as 
regarded  France,  the  arrangements  of  this  tieaty 
of  Paris  w'ere  considered  as  final  j  but  there  re¬ 
mained  to  be  made  other  settlements  of  the  most 
extensive  and  complicated  kind  j  the  gi eater  part 
of  Europe  required  re-organization,  and  her  past 
misfortunes  and  bitter  sufferings  demanded  some 
preconcerted  defences  and  guarantees  foi  the  future  i 
and  it  was  therefore  agreed,  in  a  special  article  of 
the  treaty  of  Paris,  that  all  the  powers  engaged  in 
the  late  war  should  send  plenipotentiaries  to  a  con¬ 
gress  to  be  holden  at  Vienna,  for  the  object  of  com¬ 
pleting  the  pacific  dispositions  of  the  present  tieaty, 
and  of  preventing,  as  far  as  human  policy  could,  the 
recurrence  of  w'ar  and  devastation. 

When  the  allied  sovereigns  fancied^  they  had 
completed  their  work  at  Paris,  the  Emperor  of 
Russia  with  his  sister,  and  the  King  of  Prussia 


with  his  tw'O  sons,  come  over  to  visit  the  prince 
regent  in  London.  They  were  accompanied  and 
followed  by  uncountable  counts,  barons,  dukes, 
jirinces,  marshals,  and  generals,  out  of  whom  the 
English  populace  instinctively  selected  for  their 
heartiest  welcome  brave  old  Blucher  and  Platoff 
the  Hettman  of  the  Cossacks.  Their  reception  by 
prince  and  people  was  as  honourable  and  flattering 
as  it  well  could  be,  and  such  continuous  show’s  and 
spectacles  and  feasts  were  given  as  London  had 
never  before  witnessed. 

A  few  words  must  suffice  for  the  inferior  and 
dependent  operations  of  arms,  and  for  the  re¬ 
establishment  of  the  old  governments  of  the  con¬ 
tinent.  First  for  Holland  and  Belgium  : — Ber¬ 
nadette,  with  a  mixed  army  of  Swedes  and  Ger¬ 
mans,  reached  Cologne  in  Germany,  and  pushed 
forward  some  troops  into  Holland,  to  reduce  some 
of  the  strong  fortresses  which  the  French  still  held, 
and  to  co-operate  w’ith  the  weak  English  force 
under  Sir  Thomas  Graham.  Several  of  these 
places  surrendered  upon  summons  ;  but,  on  the  7th 
of  March,  Graham,  in  attempting  to  carry  by  es¬ 
calade  and  storm  the  formidable  works  of  Bergen- 
op-Zoom,  was  repulsed  with  a  lamentable  loss. 
The  French  game  was,  however,  up  in  that  coun¬ 
try ;  and  the  corps  of  General  Winzingerode  soon 
pushed  forw'ard  into  Belgium  as  far  as  the  field  of 
Waterloo.  There  was  nothing  in  that  country  that 
could  long  oppose  the  allies;  and  the  citizens  of 
Brussels  and  the  Belgian  people  generally  seemed 
to  testify  a  gladness  for  any  change  which  should 
disconnect  them  from  France,  and  put  an  end  to 
the  conscription.  In  the  mean  time  the  restored 
Prince  of  Orange,  who  now  assumed  the  royal 
title,  offered  a  new  constitution  to  the  Dutch  nation, 
which  was  accepted  at  Amsterdam  on  the  28th  of 
March,  in  an  assembly  of  representatives,  by  a 
majority  of  458  votes  against  25.  On  May  the 
2nd,  the  States  General  of  the  United  Provinces 
met  at  the  Hague,  and  took  the  oaths  to  the  new 
constitution.  When  Belgium  was  entirely  freed 
from  French  troops,  the  country  was  left  under 
the  military  government  of  the  Austrian  General 
Vincent;  and  at  first  it  was  imagined  that  the 
Emperor  Francis  w'ould  reclaim  these  old  here¬ 
ditary  dominions  of  his  house.  But  Austria  had 
had  quite  enough  of  these  distant  and  disconnected 
and  generally  discontented  subjects ;  and  had  re¬ 
solved  to  give  up  all  Belgium  rather  than  involve 
herself  in  fresh  troubles  by  asserting  her  old  sove¬ 
reignty.  The  Belgians,  if  left  to  themselves,  were 
far  too  weak  to  resist  their  neighbours  the  French  ; 
and  therefore  it  was  conceived  by  the  allies  that 
the  best  thing  that  could  be  done  for  Europe  and 
for  Belgium  itself  would  be  to  unite  that  country 
to  Holland,  under  the  mild  and  constitutional  go¬ 
vernment  of  the  house  of  Orange.  If  this  union 
could  have  been  perfected,  a  strong  barrier  would 
have  been  raised  against  France,  and  two  peoples 
would  have  been  made  one,  whose  interests,  in 
many  respects,  coil 
ping  and  colonies, 


cided  (the  Dutch  having  ship¬ 
having  very  little  agriculture, 
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and  being  a  very  trading  nation, — the  Belgians 
having  no  shipping,  no  sea-ports,  no  colonies,  hut 
being  a  manufacturing  people  with  a  flourishing 
agriculture  and  a  rich  soil,  and  having  scarcely  any 
outlet  either  for  their  manufactures  or  for  their 
produce)  ;  hut,  unhappily,  the  two  peoples  were 
different  in  religion,  different  in  character  and 
manners,  and  widely  and  almost  hostilely  separated 
by  inveterate  prejudices  and  antipathies.  But  it 
is  much  easier  to  blame  the  allies  for  what  they 
did  than  to  suggest  anything  better  that  they  could 
have  done.  The  Belgian  people,  correctly  speak¬ 
ing,  had  never  had  a  nationality ;  such  turbulent 
independence  as  they  had  once  possessed  had  been 
effete  and  effaced  for  many  ages;  and  their  country 
was,  and  still  remains,  in  spite  of  guarantees  and 
family  alliances,  open  to  French  ambition,  as  being 
weak  and  helpless.  In  the  beginning  of  August  Bel¬ 
gium  was  evacuated  by  the  Prussian  and  Russian 
troops,  whose  places  were  supplied  by  English  troops, 
or  by  Germans  in  English  pay.  In  the  month  of 
August  the  Sovereign  of  the  Netherlands  made  his 
arrangements  with  the  Prince  Regent  of  England, 
resigning  all  the  rights  of  the  Dutch  to  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  but  getting  back  Demerara,  Essequibo, 
Berbice,  the  immense  island  of  Java,  the  rich 
island  of  Sumatra,  and  nearly  every  one  of  the 
colonies  and  settlements  we  had  taken  from  them, 
whether  in  the  West  or  East  Indies,  except  the 
settlements  in  Ceylon. 

The  magnanimity  which  was  showm  to  France 
was  not  extended  to  her  weak  ally  Denmark.  The 
conduct  of  that  court  nearly  all  through  the  war 
had  been  calculated  to  leave  hostile  feelings  in  the 
mind  of  England  and  of  other  powers.  Denmark 
was  to  be  punished  for  her  obstinate  adherence  to 
Bonaparte,  and  Sweden  was  to  be  rewarded  for  the 
exertions  she  had  made  in  the  common  cause  at 
the  critical  moment.  To  bring  the  Frenchman 
Bernadotte  into  the  field  and  to  keep  him  there, 
the  allies  had  promised  to  annex  Norway  to  his  do¬ 
minions.  The  fortunate  Gascon  had  himself  pretty 
well  secured  the  fulfilment  of  this  promise  by  con¬ 
quering  a  good  part  of  Denmark  in  the  autumn  of 
1813,  and  by  imposing  his  own  convention.  The 
Norwegians,  who  had  not  been  consulted,  preferred 
retaining  their  old  connexion  with  Denmark,  or 
rather,  they  rallied  round  Christian  Frederick,  the 
Hereditary  Prince  of  Denmark,  who  aimed  at  a  se¬ 
parate  sovereignty,  and  proclaimed  their  entire 
national  independence.  They  sent  an  envoy  to 
London,  to  endeavour  to  procure  the  countenance 
of  our  government;  but  the  envoy  was  told  that 
our  engagements  with  the  allies  would  not  ad¬ 
mit  of  any  measures  in  favour  of  tlie  independ¬ 
ence  of  Norway  ;  and  shortly  afterw'ards  our  Gazette 
informed  them  that  the  necessary  means  had  been 
ordered  for  blockading  the  ports  of  Norwav,  unless 
that  country  submitted.  The  King  of  Denmark, 
having  no  power  to  oppose  the  will  of  the  allies, 
and  evidently  no  satisfaction  at  the  proceedings  of 
Prince  Christian  Frederick,  disavowed  the  latter, 
and  strongly  condemned  them  in  a  letter  to  the 
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Norwegian  patriots.  Bernadotte,  on  the  other 
hand,  solemnly  promised  the  people  of  Norway  the 
full  enjoyment  of  their  veiy  popular  municipal 
institutions,  and  of  a  free  representative  constitu¬ 
tion,  with  the  right  of  taxing  themselves,  &c.  The 
Norwegian  patriots,  however,  flew  to  arms,  and 
put  their  old  crown  on  the  head  of  Prince  Chris¬ 
tian.  This  brought  across  their  fiords,  and  among 
their  mountains,  Bernadotte  and  a  veteran  Swedish 
army  accustomed  to  conquest.  The  struggle  was 
very  short,  and  not  at  all  sanguinary;  the  Nor¬ 
wegians  were  not  all  of  one  mind,  but  of  many 
minds ;  there  was  a  considerable  party  for  the 
Swedes,  and  a  still  greater  party  who  felt  that  they 
had  not  the  means  of  contending  against  them,  and 
who  thought  that  Bernadotte’s  ofi'ers,  which  he  re¬ 
peated  while  fighting,  were  good  and  liberal,  and 
would  leave  them  a  better  government  than  they 
had  enjoyed  during  their  annexation  to  Denmark. 
And  thus,  when  their  inexperienced  li.tle  army 
had  been  defeated  in  some  petty  actions,  and  had 
got  itself  surrounded  by  the  Swedes,  Prince  Chris¬ 
tian  resigned  the  crown  which  he  had  worn  about 
two  months,  and  the  Norwegian  notables,  on  the 
14th  of  August,  signed  a  convention  with  Berna¬ 
dotte,  who  therein  agreed  to  accept  the  very  free 
and  very  democratic  constitution  which  had  been 
framed  by  the  Diet  of  Norway,  and  to  bury  in  ob¬ 
livion  the  resistance  which  had  been  made  to  him. 
At  a  general  diet  of  the  nation,  a  great  majority 
voted  (on  the  20th  of  October)  for  the  union  of 
Norway  with  Sweden,  with  the  proviso  and  con¬ 
dition  that  their  constitution  should  be  punctually 
observed. 

As  some  continental  gratification  to  the  royal 
family  of  England,  Hanover,  their  ancient  home, 
was  somewhat  enlarged,  and  raised  to  the  titular 
dignity  of  a  kingdom  under  the  rule  of  his  Bri¬ 
tannic  Majesty ;  but  with  the  Salic  bar  to  the 
succession  when  it  should  fall  to  a  female.  To 
this  country  too  a  form  of  a  constitution  was  given 
— not  a  model,  perhaps,  of  perfection,  but  not 
altogether  unsuited  to  the  condition  of  the  people. 

In  Italy  Murat  had  striven  hard  to  keep  his 
crown  on  his  head,  as  his  brother  soldier  of  fortune 
was  keeping  his.  He  also  hoped  to  extend  his 
dominions,  by  procuring  the  annexation  of  terri¬ 
tories  incomparably  richer  and  far  more  sub¬ 
missive  than  Norway;  but  be  had  neither  the 
steadiness  and  wisdom  of  the  Gascon,  nor  was 
backed  like  Bernadotte  by  a  warlike  people. 
Almost  immediately  after  Ins  return  from  Leip¬ 
zig,  he  sent  over  with  a  flag  of  truce  a  young 

Neapolitan  nobleman,  the  Marchese  di  - - , 

to  confer  with  Lord  William  Bentinck  in  Sicily. 
Awaiting  more  ample  instructions  from  his  govern¬ 
ment,  Lord  \\’illiam  agreed  to  an  armistice,  with 
a  limited  renewal  of  commercial  intercourse;  and, 
to  the  infinite  joy  of  the  Neapolitan  people,  several 
I'lnglish  merchantmen,  laden  with  colonial  produce 
and  British  manufactures,  put  into  the  port  of 
Naples  and  discharged  their  cargoes.  At  the  same 
time,  Murat  secretly  sent  another  most  confidential 
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agent  to  Vienna  to  conciliate  that  court,  and  to 
propose  a  truce  in  Ital}',  which  might  enable  the 
Austrians  to  cross  the  Alps  and  fall  upon  Eugene 
Beauharnais  in  Lombardy.  The  offer  was  tempt¬ 
ing,  for  the  recovery  of  Lombardy  and  Venice  was 
ever  the  object  nearest  the  heart  of  the  Emperor 
Francis,  his  government,  and  army.  As  early  as 
the  end  of  December,  1813,  Count  Neiperg  (whose 
fortune  it  afterwards  was  to  become  the  husband 
of  Bonaparte’s  widow,  Maria  Louisa)  arrived  at 
Naples,  with  powers  from  the  Emperor  of  Austria 
to  conclude  a  treaty  and  league  with  Murat.  And 
on  the  11th  of  January,  1814,  the  Duca  di  Gallo, 
Murat’s  Neapolitan  minister  for  foreit;n  affairs  (and 
the  old  diplomatist  who  had  negotiated  for  Austria, 
with  Bonaparte,  the  sad  treaty  of  Campo  Formio), 
concluded  a  treaty,  by  which  the  Emperor  Francis 
recognized  the  sovereignty  of  King  Joachim  in 
the  states  lie  actually  possessed  (states  which  had 
belonged  to  the  husband  of  the  emperor’s  own 
sister,  Caroline  of  Austria),  and  King  Joachim 
recognised  all  the  ancient  rights  of  the  emperor  to 
Lombardy  and  the  other  states  in  Upper  Italy. 
The  active  part  of  this  strange,  precipitate  agree¬ 
ment  was  this  : — The  emperor  was  to  throw  70,000 
men  into  Italy,  IMurat  was  to  advance  to  the  Po 
and  to  the  Adige  with  30,000  Neapolitans  ;  and 
the  two  armies  in  conjunction  were  to  reduce 
Mantua  and  all  the  strong  fortresses  in  Upper 
Italy,  and  drive  Beauharnais  and  the  last  of  his 
Frenchmen  beyond  the  Alps.  By  a  secret  clause 
in  the  treaty,  Murat  was  to  be  rewarded  by  a  good 
slice  cut  out  of  the  States  of  the  Church. — Having 
once  made  up  his  mind,  Murat  knew  no  rest  until  he 
began  the  work.  Two  divisions  of  his  Neapolitan 
army  were  hurried  forward  to  take  possession  of 
Rome  and  Ancona ;  but  the  French  General  M  iollis 
kept  possession  of  the  castle  of  Sant’  Angelo,  in 
Rome,  in  the  name  of  the  Emperor  Napoleon,  and 
General  Barbou  did  the  same  with  the  fortress  of 
Ancona;  and  neither  general  would  give  credit  to 
Murat’s  assurances  that  he  was  only  playing  a 
part  to  dupe  the  Austrians  and  serve  the  common 
cause  of  Frenchmen.  That  king,  with  a  crown 
that  tottered  the  more  he  tried  to  fi.\  it,  came  up 
with  greater  forces ;  but  he  shrunk  from  firing  the 
first  shots  at  his  own  countrymen,  and,  leaving  a 
division  to  blockade  Barbou,  and  some  troops  in 
Rome  to  watch  Miollis,  he  continued  his  journey 
towards  Bologna.  His  sincerity  at  the  moment, 
or  his  intention  to  abide  by  the  Austrian  treaty, 
seems  to  be  proved  by  the  fact  that  all  the 
French  generals,  and  very  nearly  all  the  French 
officers  in  his  service  (many  of  them  old  com¬ 
panions  and  close  friends),  deserted  from  him 
and  went  and  joined  Beauharnais.  But  no  other 
proof  was  required  than  the  insults  he  had  re¬ 
ceived  from  Bonaparte,  and  his  inward  convic¬ 
tion  that  the  doom  of  his  brother-in-law  was 
sealed.  He  vacillated  most  miserably  afterwards  ; 
and  even  now  he  showed  that  his  weak  head  was 
incapable  of  getting  through  the  dilemma  into 
which  the  course  of  events,  not  less  than  his 


own  impatience,  had  thrust  it  ;  but,  in  the 
beginning  of  1814,  hlurat  was  as  seriously  bent 
upon  wreaking  his  vengeance  on  the  Viceroy 
Eugene,  and  as  surely  calculated  on  preserving  and 
aggrandising  hi.s  dominions  by  co-operating  with 
Austria,  as  a  man  of  his  impressible  and  vacillat¬ 
ing  turn  of  mind  and  bewildered  intellect  could  be 
bent  upon  anything.  Barbou  soon  surrendered  in 
Ancona  through  want  of  provisions;  Miollis  eva¬ 
cuated  the  Roman  citadel  for  the  same  cogent 
reason  ;  and  some  other  French  garrisons  capitu¬ 
lated  upon  conditii.n  of  being  allowed  to  return  into 
France  with  the  honours  of  war.  Florence,  Leg¬ 
horn,  and  Ferrara  were  occupied  by  Neapolitan 
troops.  At  this  moment,  or  rather  a  day  or  two 
before  the  entrance  of  Murat’s  division  into  Leg¬ 
horn,  Lord  William  Bentinck,  who  was  going 
from  Sicily  with  his  Anglo-Sicilian  army  to  drive 
the  French  out  of  Genoa,  lay-to  off  the  port  of 
Leghorn,  landed  some  troops  in  the  suburbs,  and 
treated  that  town  with  a  short  and  very  useless 
cannonade,  which  wounded  an  old  woman  and 
made  a  few  dents  in  the  walls.  Lord  William, 
the  ally  of  Austria,  was  almost  the  ally  of  Murat, 
but  his  Neapolitan  majesty  was  agitated  and 
alarmed  at  the  appearance  of  this  Anglo-Sicilian 
armament,  and  he  sent  orders  to  his  general  to  put 
Leghorn  in  a  state  of  defence,  to  keep  a  good  look 
out  against  any  surprise,  and  to  repel  force  by 
force  if  Bentinck  should  use  any.  His  an.xiety 
became  the  greater  as,  owung  to  contrary  winds 
or  some  other  circumstances,  our  men-of-war  and 
transports  continued  to  lie  for  two  or  three  days  in 
Leghorn  roads.  It  was  a  strange  alliance  !  Murat 
suspected  and  feared  Bentinck,  both  Bentinck  and 
the  Austrian  generals  suspected,  if  they  did  not  fear, 
Murat,  and  it  was  not  with  unmixed  satisfaction 
that  the  Austrians  saw  Bentinck’s  armament  wel¬ 
comed  on  that  Italian  coast  by  the  mass  of  the 
people.  Yet  they  w'ere  all  to  co-operate  and  to 
act  upon  a  combined  plan  of  movements.  Mar¬ 
shal  Bellegarde,  who  had  found  little  nr  nothing  to 
oppose  his  passage,  w'as  now  on  the  iMincio  with 
45,000  Austrians,  Murat  was  on  the  Po  with 
22,000  Neapolitans,  and  with  General  Nugent’s 
Austrian  corps  of  8000  serving  under  him,  while 
on  Murat’s  left,  and  on  the  other  side  of  the  Apen¬ 
nines,  Lord  William  Bentinck,  having  landed  his 
troops,  was  on  the  mountains  of  Sarzana,  near 
Genoa,  with  from  8000  to  10,000  men — about  as 
motley.an  army  as  ever  had  been  seen,  composed  of 
Sicilians,  Calabrians,  Italian  free  corps,  and  Ita¬ 
lian  insurgents,  Greeks,  Albanians,  and  Croats, 
mingled  with  English.  To  oppose  to  these  three 
several  armies  Eugene  Beauharnais  had  in  the 
plains  of  Lombardy  a  mixed  army  of  French  and 
Italians,  from  50,000  to  60,000  strong,  and  several 
fortresses  of  the  first  order.  His  spirit  rose  and 
fell  according  to  the  varying  nature  of  the  intelli¬ 
gence  he  received  of  Bonaparte’s  defensive  cam¬ 
paign  in  the  interior  of  France;  but  he  was  steady 
to  the  cause,  and  made  the  best  use  of  his  good 
news,  and  after  the  victories  obtained  over  the 
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allies  at  Naiigls  and  Montereau  he  issued  mag¬ 
niloquent  proclamations  to  the  Italian  people,  to 
show  them  that  their  fate  must  still  depend  on 
Napoleon.  On  the  other  side  Marshal  Hellegarde 
was  calling  upon  the  Lombards  to  return  to  their 
allegiance  to  their  ancient,  kind,  and  forgiving- 
sovereign  the  Emperor  Francis  j  Lord  William 
Bentinck,  with  a  zeal  that  was  not  justilled  by  the 
circumstances  of  the  case  or  by  the  orders  of  his 
government,  was  proclaiming  nothing  less  than  the 
Independence  of  Italy;  and  Murat  was  wondering 
how  these  conflicting  proclamations  would  operate 
upon  the  Italians  and  upon  his  own  interests.  The 
embarrassment  of  all  parties,  but  most  of  all  that 
of  Murat,  was  increased  by  a  notable  incident, 
which  created  more  excitement  among  the  pea¬ 
santry  and  the  po])ular  masses  throughout  Italy  than 
ten  thousand  proclamations  of  independence,  or  any 
other  kind  of  proclamation  or  manifesto  could  have 
dune.  Having  nothing  to  hope  from  his  further 
detention,  Bonaparte,  on  the  22nd  of  January,  sent 
an  order  to  Fontainebleau  that  the  Pope  should 
leave  that  place  the  next  day  and  return  to  Italy. 
Pius  VI 1.  set  off  accompanied  by  an  escort,  and 
was  taken  by  slow  journeys  back  to  his  native 
country,  where  he  w-as  received  by  all  the  populace 
and  by  the  devout  Catholics  of  all  classes  with  rap¬ 
turous  joy.  Murat,  who  had  occupied  Rome  and 
Ancona,  and  other  parts  of  the  papal  states,  and 
who  calculated  upon  keeping  some  of  that  territory, 
■was  thrown  into  consternation  by  the  news  of  this 
arrival  and  enthusiastic  reception,  which  was  not 
communicated  to  him  officially,  but  which  he 
gleaned  merely  from  the  loud-sounding  po])ular 
voice.  At  first  he  thought  of  stopping  the  old 
])ontilf  on  his  journey ;  but  he  shrunk  from  the 
danger  of  this  experiment,  and  felt  that  it  was  not 
his  arms  that  could  shut  out  from  the  Eternal  City 
that  feeble  and  aged  priest,  who  was  carried  for¬ 
ward  by  the  irresistible  opinions  of  the  Italian  peo¬ 
ple.  On  arriving  at  a  bridge  on  the  river  Nura, 
in  the  state  of  Parma,  Pius,  surrounded  and  fol¬ 
lowed  by  a  countless  multitude,  met  the  advanced 
posts  of  the  Neajiolitan  army,  and  saw  the  greater 
])art  of  those  soldiers  quit  their  ranks,  fall  down  on 
their  knees  before  him,  and  implore  his  jiassing 
blessing.  Murat  hud  instructed  his  general  Caras- 
cosa  to  w'ait  upon  his  holiness,  to  offer  him  all  re¬ 
spect  and  reverence,  but  at  the  same  time  to  attempt 
to  persuade  him  to  remain  for  the  present  at 
Parma  or  Piacenza.  But  the  old  pontiff  would  not 
be  moved  from  his  fixed  ptirpose.  He  said  he  was 
going  onward,  not  to  the  city  of  Rome,  but  to  the 
little  town  of  Cesena,  his  birth-place;  and  thither 
he  would  go  with  God’s  blessing,  though  he  went 
on  loot.  Carascosa  wrote  to  his  master,  who  was 
then  at  Bologna,  to  tell  him  that  the  poor  old  pope 
was  more  formidable  than  an  army,  and  to  implore 
him  not  to  think  of  offering  any  resistance,  but  to 
yield  to  imblic  opinion.  Murat’s  Neapolitan  mi¬ 
nisters  also  advised  him  to  take  advantage  of  the 
religious  enthusiasm,  and  to  declare  at  once  for 
the  pope  and  the  jieople,  Such  a  course  might 
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have  been  attended  with  consequences  very  favour¬ 
able  to  Murat,  but,  as  a  beginning,  it  was  neces¬ 
sary  that  the  pontiff  should  take  Murat  into  Ins 
favour  and  confidence,  and  agree  with  him  as  to 
the  measures  to  be  adopted  ;  and  this  Pius  never 
for  one  moment  thought  of  doing.  The  pope  saw 
hlurat  at  Bologna,  and  conferred  for  some  time 
with  him,  but  he  entered  into  no  arrangement 
either  verbally  or  in  writing  ;  he  asked  nothing  but 
to  be  allowed  to  continue  his  journey  to  his  native 
tow-n,  and  by  the  route — along  the  ancient  yEinilian 
road — wliicli  he  had  chosen.  The  king  of  the 
armed  host  would  fain  have  made  him  take  ano¬ 
ther  road,  tlirough  Tuscany,  but  he  durst  not  en¬ 
force  this  wish  ;  and  tlie  pontiff  travelled  along 
the  road  made  by  the  consuls  of  old  Rome,  es¬ 
corted  from  town  to  town  by  thousands  of  the  peo¬ 
ple.  Thus  he  reached  Cesena,  where  he  remained 
until  the  allies  had  finished  their  work  in  Fi'ance 
and  Bonaparte  had  taken  up  his  residence  in  Elba. 

The  news  of  the  temporary  reverses  of  the  allies 
which  reached  Beauhaniais  reached  hlurat  also, 
and  very  evidently  shook  his  infirm  purpose.  He 
was,  however,  called  forward  to  the  field  by  Ben¬ 
tinck  and  Bellegarde,  and  the  Franco-Italic  army 
of  the  viceroy  threw  him  into  a  rage  and  hastened 
his  advance,  by  crossing  the  Po  and  falling  u])oa 
Nugent  and  Carascosa,  and  capturing  some  Nea¬ 
politan  troops.  Nothing  that  followed  deserves 
the  name  of  a  battle ;  but  there  were  some  sharp 
skirmishes  under  the  walls  of  Reggio,  at  Borgo- 
forte,  at  the  bridge  of  Sacca,  at  Sandonniuo,  and 
two  or  three  other  places  in  the  Lombard  country 
about  the  Po,  the  Mincio,  and  the  Taro  ;  and  in 
these  combats  the  Neapolitans,  sometimes  by  them¬ 
selves,  and  sometimes  in  conjunction  with  the 
Austrians,  beat  the  Italian  and  French  troops  of 
Beauharnais.  In  the  affair  at  Reggio  the  Neapo¬ 
litans  displayed  considerable  alacrity  and  bravery; 
but,  unhajjpily,  the  blood  they  shed  was  Italian 
blood,  like  their  own,  the  viceroy’s  troops  opposed 
to  them  there  being  nearly  all  natives  of  Upper 
Italy.  Murat  was  seen  to  grieve  at  his  very  suc¬ 
cesses  ;  and  he  could  hardly  be  brought  to  look 
upon  the  field  when  Beauharnais  put  forward  in 
battle  order  native  French  troops  commanded  by 
old  French  generals,  who  had  been  in  earlier  lil’e 
Ills  friends  and  his  own  brother-officers.  IMurat  had 
at  once  too  much  heart  and  too  little  head  to  steer 
through  the  dilemma  in  which  he  was ;  he  M  as 
doubly  incapacitated  for  going  through  vith  the 
part  which  his  old  comrade  Bernadotte  had  played 
so  successfully.  Eugene  Beauharnais  M'as  beaten 
and  in  full  retreat,  and  the  Austrians  M'ere  threat¬ 
ening  Milan,  and  the  Neapolitans  M'ere  pressing 
forM'ard  upon  Piacenza,  when,  on  the  15th  of 
April,  ^Marshal  Bellegarde  announced  to  IMurat 
that  the  allies  had  captured  Paris,  that  the  French 
governmeut  had  heeii  wholly  changed,  and  that  the 
Viceroy  Eugene  had  agreed  M'ilh  the  Austrians  for 
a  suspension  of  hostilities  in  Italy.  On  the  same 
day  a  Frencli  officer,  a  friend,  who  had  been  sent 
into  France  by  Murat  to  obtain  an  accurate  know- 
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ledge  of  what  was  passing  there,  returned  to  his 
employer,  who  then  had  his  head-quarters  close  to 
Piacenza.  The  dismal  news  this  Frenchman 
brought  might  prove  that  Murat  had  been  so  far 
right  in  his  calculation  as  to  have  chosen  the 
stronger  party,  and  to  have  declared  against  his 
brother-in-law  at  the  very  nick  of  time;  yet  the 
fearful  catastrophe  gave  him  sorrow  and  not  joy ; 
he  turned  deadly  pale,  and  was  for  a  time  quite  un¬ 
manned.  He  quitted  his  army,  returned  to  Firen- 
zuola,  and  thence  to  Bologna  again. 

Before  this  news  arrived  it  was  evident  that 
Beauharnais  could  not  maintain  himself,  and  that 
the  dominion  of  the  French  beyond  the  Alps  w'as 
at  an  end.  The  viceroy  had  no  money  and  hardly 
any  resources,  for  Italy  had  been  drained  by  his 
stepfather  :  the  peasantry  of  Lombardy  w^ere  wel¬ 
coming  back  the  Austrians  ;  popular  insurrections 
were  breaking  out  on  both  sides  ;  aird  the  liberal 
party  among  the  nobility  and  citizens  (not  wholly 
uninfluenced  by  Bentinck’s  flags  and  proclanra- 
tions)  W'Crc  aspiring  to  independence  and  a  con¬ 
stitution.  When  Bonaparte’s  abdication  became 
known,  everywhere  these  movements  increased  in 
rapidity  and  boldness.  The  government  of  the 
viceroy  and  the  entire  French  system  in  Lombardy 
were  broken  up  in  a  day.  The  people  of  Milan, 
reinforced  by  the  people  of  Pavia  and  other  towns, 
and  by  the  peasantry  of  the  neighbourhood,  rose  in 
a  mass,  broke  the  statue  of  Napoleon,  tore  down  all 
the  eagles,  and  murdered  in  the  streets  Ins  chief 
minister  Prina,  wdio  had  been  a  harsh  taskmaster, 
and  inexorable  in  enforcing  the  conscription  and 
the  he.avv  taxation.  The  nobles  and  citizens  of 
the  liberal  party  then  named  a  provisional  govern¬ 
ment,  to  act,  not  in  the  name  of  the  Emperor  of 
Austria,  the  old  sovereign  of  the  country,  but  in 
the  name  of  the  free  and  independent  Lombard 
nation;  and  this  rapidly  improvised  government, 
composed  chiefly  of  enthusiastic,  inexperienced, 
and  inexpert  men,  drew  up  the  plan  of  a  constitu¬ 
tion,  as  if  it  had  been  a  sonnet  or  a  madrigal,  dis¬ 
patched  ambassadors  with  it  to  the  allied  sove¬ 
reigns,  and  sent  the  first  copy  of  it  to  Lord  William 
Bentinck,  who  was  considered  as  its  sponsor. 
Eugene  Beauharnais,  whose  own  life  was  threatened 
by  some  of  the  insurgents,  hastened  to  conclude  a 
convention  with  Bellegarde:  the  French  troops  in 
his  service  were  allowed  to  return  to  France ;  his 
Italian  troops  were  to  remain  quiet  in  the  country 
thev  ocevrpied  until  the  grand  alliance  should  give 
further  orders;  and  upon  this,  without  returning 
to  Milan,  Beauharnais  travelled  through  the  passes 
of  the  Tyrol,  and  repaired  to  Munich  to  seek  (and 
he  found^it)  an  hospitable  and  a  tranquil  asylum 
with  his  father-in-law  the  King  of  Bavaria. 

Lord  William  Bentinck,  having  landed  his 
troops  in  the  Gulf  of  Spezzia,  began  to  move 
rapidly  forward  upon  Genoa  on  the  7th  of  April. 
On  the  banners  of  his  Italian  legion  were  inscribed, 
in  large  letters  of  gold,  or  in  rich  silk  embroidery, 
the  magical  words  “  Indipendenza  dell’  Ita¬ 
lia,”  an  inscription  which  produced  a  great  ex¬ 


citement  among  some  of  the  higher  classes  of  the 
Italians,  but  which  conveyed  no  meaning  to  the 
poor  Genoese  mariners  and  peasantry.  He  had 
expected  to  find  a  weak  garrison ;  but,  while  his 
armament  had  been  loitering  on  the  coast,  Beau¬ 
harnais  and  the  French  commander  in  Piedmont 
had  thrown  4000  or  5000  men  across  the  Apen¬ 
nines  to  strengthen  Genoa  and  cover  the  approaches 
to  it.  The  country'  between  La  Spezzia  and  the 
city  of  Genoa  is  very  rough  and  difficult :  a  bold 
range  of  mountains  slope  yrrecipitously  to  the 
Mediterranean;  the  road  runs  partly  along  a  nar¬ 
row  ledge  over  the  sea,  and  ])artly  across  the 
mountains,  or  through  deep,  steep,  and  rvooded 
defiles.  But  Beauharnais’s  people  made  but  a 
feeble  resistance,  yielding  pass  after  pass,  and  post 
after  post,  till  they  were  driven  close  under  the 
walls  of  Genoa,  where  they  took  up  a  very  strong 
position,  having  their  left  covered  by  the  strong 
forts  of  Richelieu  and  Tecla,  and  their  right  by 
the  village  of  San  Martino  and  the  sea,  and  having 
in  their  front  a  country  thickly  covered  with  villas 
and  hamlets,  communicating  with  each  other  by 
narrow  lanes  enclosed  by  stone  walls.  In  this 
position  they  were  attacked  at  daybreak  on  the 
nth  of  April.  Bentinck’s  Italian  legion,  aided 
by  his  Calabrians  and  Greeks,  carried  the  two  torts 
on  the  enemy’s  left  in  good  style :  the  attack  on 
their  right  was  made  by  the  mixed  division  of 
Major-(4ene,ral  Montresor  and  the  English  division 
of  Lieutenant-General  Mac  Farlane.  The  French 
officers  knew  what  had  passed  at  Paris ;  the 
struggle,  never  very  hot,  did  not  last  long,*  and 
the  retreat  into  the  town  was  precipitate.  By  the 
hour  of  noon  Bentinck’s  forces  had  taken  up  a 
position  close  to  the  most  assailable  part  of  the 
city  ;  and  Sir  Edward  Pellew’s  squadron  anchored 
in  the  roads.  On  the  next  day,  the  18th,  a  capi¬ 
tulation  was  signed,  by  which  the  French  rvere 
allowed  to  evacuate  Genoa.  Lord  William  Ben¬ 
tinck,  who  had  certainly  held  out  the  jirospect  of 
the  restoration  of  the  old  republic,  allowed  some 
of  the  Genoese  aristocracy  and  notables  to  establish 
a  provisional  government  according  to  the  ancient 
plan.  All  this  and  much  more  Lord  William  did 
inconsiderately,  and  on  his  own  liberal  impulse  ; 
but  it  was  afterwards  imputed  to  him  and  to  the 
British  government  as  dehberate  treachery,  as  well 
by  others  as  by  some  of  the  Genoese  citizens  who 
could  ill  urge  any  such  complaint,  since,  if  it  had 
been  meant  for  deception,  they  had  never  been 
deceived,  or,  at  least,  had  never  done  anything  to 
obtain  a  claim  upon  Bentinck’s  conditional  pro¬ 
mises.  The  banners  announcing  the  independence 
of  Italy,  and  the  intimation  about  the  restoration 
of  the  separate  independence  of  their  own  republic, 
had  not  weaned  them  from  their  French  predilec¬ 
tions,  or  had  not  roused  them  to  a  single  exertion 
in  favour  of  the  allies.  When  Beauharnais’s  forces 
were  beaten,  they  were  glad  to  open  their  gates  to 

•  Only  one  of  Bentinck’s  ofTieevs  was  scrionsly  wouinicd.  This  was 
Ihe  Inotiiei-  of  thr-  ofliccr  who  hail  played  amoiiR  Ihe  nmspii  ators  at 
Messina  the  part  of  General  Manhes’s  aide-de  camp.  lie  lost  his  leg. 
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his  lordship  ;  hut  it  was  out  of  no  affection  to  the 
cause,  nor  owing  to  any  expectations  which  he 
liad  held  out  to  them,  but  solely  to  save  their  city 
from  bombardment.*  A  few  days  after  the  de¬ 
parture  of  the  Viceroy  Beauharnais,  Marshal  Belle- 
garde  advanced  with  a  part  of  the  Austrian  army 
to  Milan,  displaced  the  independent  ])rovisional 
government,  which  had  no  hold  on  the  affections  or 
])assions  of  the  people,  and  proclaimed  the  restora¬ 
tion  of  tlie  legitimate  sovereignty  of  the  Emperor 
Francis;  and,  except  among  the  nobility  (and 
they  were  much  divided  in  opinion  and  in  feeling, 
while  many  of  them  were  passive  or  indifferent),  ex¬ 
cept  among  the  body  of  advocates,  professors,  men 
of  letters,  and  a  few  of  a  superior  class  of  merchants, 
not  only  the  Milanese,  but  also  the  people  of  the 
rest  of  Lombardy,  applauded  all  that  Bellegarde 
did.  The  Austrian  general.  Count  Bubna,  then 
marched  into  Turin,  the  capital  of  Piedmont,  and 
declared  the  intention  of  the  allies  to  restore  that 
country  and  Savoy  to  the  King  of  Sardinia;  and, 
on  the  20th  of  May,  his  Sardinian  majesty  entered 
Turin,  and  e^tablished  his  government  on  the  old 
basis.  Not  one  member  of  the  Continental  coali¬ 
tions  had  adhered  more  steadily  and  faithfully  to 
Ids  engagements,  or  had  suffered  more  severely 
from  them.  The  allies  had  resolved  that  he  should 
now  receive  some  reward,  and  that  the  territories 
ot  tlie  Genoese  republic,  wddch  joined  Piedmont, 
and  which  shut  that  fine  and  productive  country 
from  the  sea,  should  be  united  to  his  dominions. 
As  soon  as  he  was  informed  of  the  proceedings 
which  Lord  William  Bentinck  had  taken,  or  had 
permitted,  at  Genoa,  Lord  Castlereagh  wrote  to 
express  his  regret,  and  to  state  that  the  separate 
existence  of  Genoa  could  not  be  preserved,  it  being 
the  resolution  of  the  allies  that  Genoa  should  make 
])art  of  the  dominions  of  the  King  of  Sardinia. 
Few',  very  lew,  of  the  Genoese  complained  of  this 
at  the  time ;  and,  in  the  course  of  a  very  few 
years,  the  last  murmur  of  discontent  had  almost 
died  away,  the  Genoese  people  having  found  that 

•  The  poor  Liberals  and  Cimstitiitifinaliots  of  Milan  liad,  perhaps, 
more  rea.soii  to  cimipluiii  of  the  illusory  nature  of  llfiiliuck's  bright 
Hags  and  bright  hopes  than  tlie  Genoese  ;  though  it  should  iijipoar  that, 
even  if  Jientinck  had  never  held  ont  any  hope  at  all,  and  had  never 
\n\l  Indipendenza  dell'  Italia  on  his  banners,  their  own  enthusiasm 
■would  equally  have  committed  and  duped  them.  Tliey  certainly  were 
not  left  iDUg  in  a  state  of  error  as  to  tlie  intention  of  tlie  allied  powers 
and  the  nothingness  of  Loid  William’s  vapouring  Shortly  alter  en¬ 
tering  (ienoa,  General  Mac  Farlane  crossed  the  Apennines,  and  \%ent 
on  to  Milan.  A  deputation  from  the  provisional  government  and  the 
Milane-e  patriots  waited  upon  him.  InlhenumDer  were  several  in¬ 
teresting  men  :  there  were  Count  Gonfaloiiiere  (who,  since  then,  has 
lain  so  long  in  a  horrible  Austrian  state  prison),  the  late  Ugo  Foscolo, 
the  poet,  Hellenist,  and  ciiiic,  the  late  Cavalier  Giusep])e  I’eechii)  (so 
well  known  and  so  mueli  res])ectcd  iu  Kugland.  where  he  ended  lus 
life,  as  his  Iriend,  I'go  Foscolo,  had  done  a  few  years  before  him), 
ainl  other  individuals  di'linguUhed  by  their  rank,  wit,  and  attain¬ 
ments.  The  general  could  not  receive  them  in  a  public  caj'aciiy,  and 
told  them  so.  They  asked  him  for  his  opinion  as  a  priv.ite  English 
gentleman,  and  begged  him  to  state  frankly  whether  lie  thought  that 
it  would  enter  into  the  views  of  the  Hrilish  government  to  countenance 
the  motto  on  Lord  llentinek’s  standards,  or  to  give  support  to  the  in¬ 
dependence  of  Lomhardy  r  The  general  frankly  told  them  that  he 
thoiighUiothing  of  the  kind  ;  that  he  believed  that  it  had  .long  l)een 
determined  in  the  allied  coiiii..m1s  that  Austria  sliould  he  restored  to 
her  old  rights  ot  dominion  iu  l^])per  Italy;  that  without  this  c*)ntract 
Austria  would  not  have  lakiui  the  Hold  ugain.4  Bonaparte  ;  and  that, 
however  much  Lnglislimeii  might  desire  to  see  Italy  united,  free,  and 
imlepeudent,  the  Ih'ilish  gov ei iiirieiit  couhi  certainly  never  oppose  (as 
she  never  could  have  prevented;  the  urraugements  which  liad  been 
made. 
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thev,  as  well  as  the  Piedmontese,  were  gainers  by 
tlie  incorporation.  It  would  liavc  been  well  for 
the  future  prospects  of  Italy  if  the  King  of  Sar¬ 
dinia  had  gotten  more,  and  the  Flmperor  of  Aus¬ 
tria  had  gotten  less.  In  addition  to  his  old  pos¬ 
sessions  in  Lombardy,  Francis  laid  his  hand  upon 
Venice,  wliich  had  only  been  his  for  a  short  period, 
and  by  virtue  of  a  foul  treaty  with  France,  and 
upon  other  cities  and  states  which  had  never  been 
his  at  all,  as  Brescia,  Cremona,  Guastalla,  Parma, 
Piacenza,  &c. 

Murat,  agitated  by  doubt  and  dread,  suspecting 
bis  new  ally  Austria,  and  knowing  that  he  was 
suspected  by  her,  distrusting  most  of  his  Neapolitan 
generals,  and  alarmed  at  the  Carbonari,  who  were 
erving  for  a  constitution,  and  at  the  plots  and 
movements  of  the  royalists,  who  were  calling  for 
the  restoration  of  King  Ferdinand,  returned  rather 
hastily  to  Naples,  withdrawing  his  garrison  from 
the  Castle  of  St.  Angelo  at  Rome,  but  reinforcing 
his  garrison  at  Ancona,  and  leaving  some  of  his 
troops  beyond  the  fiontiers  of  the  States  of  the 
Church.  On  the  24[h  of  Alay  the  pope  made  his 
solemn  entrance  into  Rome,  and  restored  the  old 
ecclesiastical  government.  The  popular  joy  was 
extatic. 

Few  of  these  restored  governments  were  good, 
hut  that  of  Spain  was  the  worst  of  them  all,  though 
probably  not  worse  tlian  the  regimen  of  the  Spa¬ 
nish  Cortes  and  Liberales  would  have  been,  if  cir¬ 
cumstances  and  the  temper  of  the  army  and  people 
had  allowed  them  to  continue  in  possession  of  their 
power.  Between  them  and  the  royalists  and  reli¬ 
gious  bigots  it  was  a  question  of  force,  and  the 
bigots  and  the  royalists  proved  the  stronger.  On 
entering  Spain  tow'ards  the  end  of  March,  Ferdi¬ 
nand  took  up  his  quarters  within  the  strong  walls 
of  Gerona,  where  the  Liberales  could  not  touch 
him.  But  it  was  evident  by  this  time  that  few  of 
the  Spanish  generals  would  obey  the  orders  of  the 
Cortes,  and  that  the  great  body  of  the  army  looked 
to  the  king  as  having  the  sole  right  of  command 
over  them.  The  peasantry  and  the  mass  of  the 
jieople,  whether  in  towns  or  in  the  country,  re¬ 
ceived  him  with  transports  of  joy.  He  was  joined 
by  General  Elio,  one  of  the  most  devoted  of  all 
tlie  royalists,  and  one  who  had  great  induence  with 
the  army.  By  the  advice  of  Elio,  who  apparently 
feared  Mina  and  one  or  two  otlier  guerrilla  chiefs 
who  had  jirofessed  more  reverence  for  the  Cortes 
than  for  the  king,  he  deviated  from  the  route 
by  which  he  was  expected  to  advance  on  his  w'ay 
from  Gerona.  For  some  time  he  made  no  stay 
except  in  walled  towns.  He  vent  to  Zaragoza, 
and  from  Zaragoza  to  the  fortified  city  of  Valencia. 
Here  he  remained  a  considerable  time,  and  hiilier 
most  of  tlie  Spanish  grandees  and  many  of  the 
archbishops  and  bishops  Hocked  to  welcome  him, 
and  to  conjure  him  to  overset  the  Cortes  and  the 
constitution,  which  threatened  alike  the  throne,  the 
church,  and  the  nobility.  General  Elio  had  already 
jironiised  the  assistance  of  40,000  Sjianish  soldiers 
devoted  to  their  king  and  their  church ;  other 
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assurances  were  given,  and  the  one  general  wish 
and  demand  of  these  nobles  and  priests,  and  of 
generals,  soldiers,  and  citizens,  was  that  he  should 
proclaim  himself  absolute  king,  as  his  father  had 
been  before  him,  re-establish  the  inquisition,  and 
crush  the  Cortes  and  the  Liberales  altogether.  It 
was  but  by  following  the  sense  of  his  nation,  which 
he  saw  manifested  in  the  strongest  maimer,  that 
Ferdinand  determined  to  do  what  he  did.  If  he 
had  pursued  a  contrary  course,  many  of  the  royalist 
party  would  even  then  have  set  up  his  brother 
Don  Carlos;  for  it  was  not  merely  the  passion 
of  loyalty  and  the  enthusiasm  of  religion  that 
animated  many  of  these  Spaniards;  they  had  seen 
in  their  conflicts  with  the  Cortes  that  their  rank, 
tlieir  consideration,  their  property,  their  very  lives 
would  be  committed  if  the  Liberales  should  pre¬ 
vail,  and  they  had  not  been  Spaniards  if  they  had 
not  thirsted  for  revenge  for  the  evils  or  insults 
they  had  already  suffered  at  the  hands  of  the  con¬ 
stitution-makers.  The  Cortes  wrote  to  Valencia 
to  entreat  his  majesty  to  proceed  to  Madrid,  and 
complete  the  happiness  of  Spain  by  swearing  to 
the  constitution.  At  the  same  time  they  made  a 
Very  empty  show  of  supporting  that  constitution 
and  their  own  authority  by  force  of  arms;  and 
proceeded  to  regulate  the  royal  household  in  an 
indiscreet  and  insulting  manner,  and  as  if  their 
own  little  household  gods  were  not  tumbling  about 
their  cars.  But  seventy  members  seceded  at 
once,  and  sent  a  deputation  to  present  a  memorial 
to  the  king,  in  which  they  solemnly  protested 
against  the  measures  of  the  Cortes  as  having  been 
carried  by  force  and  intimidation,  and  professed  for 
themselves  and  for  their  constituents  a  boundless 
loyalty  and  attachment  to  their  ancient  laws  and 
institutions.  At  last,  on  the  4lh  of  Majq  after  the 
king  and  the  infantas  had  heard  Te  Di’um  in  the 
cathedral  of  Valencia,  in  the  midst  of  20,000  burn¬ 
ing  Ava.v  tapers,  and  in  presence  of  a  miraculous 
chalice,  a  royal  declaration  came  forth,  in  which  it 
was  stated,  in  the  name  of  Ferdinand,  that  the 
Cortes  had  never  been  legally  convoked,  that  they 
had  excluded  the  states  of  the  nobility  and  clergy, 
that  they  had  despoiled  him  of  the  sovereignty,  at¬ 
tributing  it  nominally  to  the  nation,  lor  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  appropriating  it  to  themselves  ;  and  finally, 
that  it  was  his  Majesty’s  intention  nut  only  not  to 
swear  to  the  constitution  they  had  made,  but  to 
Itronounce  that  constitution  null  and  void.  A  com¬ 
parison — and  by  no  means  an  irrelevant  one- — was 
drawn  between  the  constitution  manufactured  by 
the  Cortes  and  the  constitution  of  1791,  manufac¬ 
tured  by  the  French  legislative  assembly.  Ferdi¬ 
nand,  however,  declared  that  he  abhorred  and  de¬ 
tested  despotism,  and  that,  as  soon  as  circumstances 
woidd  permit,  or  as  soon  as  order  and  the  good 
usages  in  which  the  S[)anish  nation  had  lived 
should  be  restored,  he  would  consult  with  the  pro- 
curadores  of  Spain  and  of  the  Indies  in  a  Cortes 
legitimately  assembled.  And  this  last  declaration 
was  considered  by  some  as  equivalent  to  a  promise 
of  giving  a  free  constitution  to  Spain.  On  thene.\t 
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day  he  took  his  departure  from  Valencia  for 
Madrid.  He  travelled  slowly  and  by  short  stages; 
the  concourse  of  people  was  so  great  that  the  road 
from  Valencia  was  lined  with  them;  their  joy  and 
their  shouts  w'cre  everywhere  the  same.  On  the 
night  of  the  11th  of  May  General  Eguia,  as  fierce 
a  royalist  as  Elio,  seized  all  the  liberal  members  of 
the  Cortes  that  he  could  find  in  Madrid  and  threw 
them  into  prison.  The  whole  body  fell  helpless, 
unresisting,  and  unlamented  by  the  people.  On 
the  12th  of  May  Ferdinand  entered  his  capital,  and 
was  received  with  demonstrations  of  popular  joy 
and  enthusiasm,  inferior  in  degree  only  to  what 
had  been  displayed  by  the  Italian  peasantry  and 
the  populace  at  Rome  on  the  arrival  of  the  pope. 
Except  by  the  knife  and  stiletto  and  in  private  re¬ 
venge,  blood  was  not  shed  now;  but  scaffolds  were 
soon  erected  in  more  than  one  city  of  Spain. 

The  Duke  of  Wellington  (he  had  received  this 
rank  from  the  Prince  Regent)  hastened  to  Madrid 
as  soon  as  his  numerous  occupations  would  allow 
him,  in  order  to  mediate  between  the  infuriated 
parties,  and  to  bestow  some  good  advice  on  the  re¬ 
stored  king  and  government.  Fie  arrived  at  the 
Spanish  capital  on  the  24th  of  May.  He  was  very 
well  received  by  the  king  and  his  ministers,  but 
he  confessed  his  fear  that  he  had  done  very  little 
good  by  coming.  He  found  that  nothing  could  be 
more  popular  than  the  king  and  his  measures,  as 
far  as  they  had  gone  to  the  overthrow  of  the  Cortes 
constitution  ;  and  that,  though  some  thought  it  an 
unnecessary  and  impolitic  measure,  the  arrest  of 
the  Liberales  was  liked  by  the  people  at  large.  The 
duke,  as  well  as  his  brother  the  British  ambassador. 
Sir  Henry  Wellesley,  who  had  waited  upon  Fer¬ 
dinand  at  Valencia,  and  General  Whittingham, 
who  had  escorted  him  from  Zaragoza,  strongly 
recommended,  not  that  Ferdinand  should  swear 
to  the  wild,  democratic,  and  impracticable  consti¬ 
tution  established,  but  that  he  should  hasten  to 
frame  and  recognise  one  better  suited  to  the  coun¬ 
try,  to  the  habits  and  opinions  of  the  Spanish 
people,  and  to  the  laws  and  customs  of  the  Spanish 
monarchy.  To  the  Duke  of  San  Carlos  and  others, 
Wellington  urged  the  necessity  of  the  king  govern¬ 
ing  on  liberal  principles; — but  in  writing  to  Lord 
Castlerengli  he  said,  “  The  fact  is,  that  there  are 
no  public  men  in  this  country  w’ho  are  acquainted 
either  with  the  interests  or  the  wishes  of  the  coun¬ 
try  ;  and  they  are  so  slow  in  their  motions,  that  it 
is  impossible  to  do  anything  with  them.”  * 

On  the  11th  of  June  tlie  Duke  of  Wellington 
was  again  with  his  army,  which,  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  some  divisions  previously  embarked  for  the 
purpose  of  carr3ung  war  into  the  interior  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  was  collected  at  Bor¬ 
deaux,  in  order  to  evacuate  France  according  to 
the  treaty  of  Paris.  On  the  14th  of  June  he 
issued  his  farewell  general  orders  to  those  gallant 
troops,  congratulating  them  upon  the  recent  events 
which  had  restored  peace  to  their  country  and  to 
the  world,  and  upon  the  great  share  which  the 
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British  army  had  in  producing  tliese  events,  and 
on  the  high  character  with  which  the  army  would 
quit  France.  ITe  declared  that,  though  separated 
from  them,  he  should  never  cease  to  feel  the  warmest 
interest  in  their  welfare  and  honour ;  and  that  he 
would  be  at  all  times  happy  to  be  of  service  to  those 
to  whose  conduct,  discipline,  and  gallantry  their 
country  stood  so  much  indebted.  His  Grace  ar¬ 
rived  in  London  on  the  23rd  of  June,  to  meet  with 
an  enthusiastic  and  grateful  reception  which  has 
never  been  surpassed.  Parliament  was  sitting, 
having  re-assembled,  according  to  a  second  proro¬ 
gation,  on  the  21st  of  March.  On  the  28th  of 
June,  his  Grace’s  various  patents  in  the  peerage, 
as  baron,  viscount,  earl,  marquess,  duke,  were  read 
in  the  House  of  Lords  by  the  clerks ;  and  the 
duke  then  for  the  first  time  took  the  oaths  and  his 
seat.  Lord  Chancellor  Eldon  then  rose ;  and, 
pursuant  to  their  lordships’  previous  order,  gave 
the  thanks  of  that  House  to  Field-Marshal  the  Duke 
of  Wellington  for  his  eminent  and  unremitting  ser¬ 
vice  to  his  iSIajesty  and  to  the  public.  On  the  1st 
of  July  his  Grace  attended  in  the  House  of  Com¬ 
mons,  and  he  received  the  thanks  of  that  House, 
through  the  Speaker,  Abbot.  The  sum  of  500,000/. 
was  afterwards  voted  to  be  laid  out  in  the  purchase 
of  an  estate  for  his  Grace,  to  be  a  lasting  token  of 
the  national  gratitude. 

The  jegislative  measures  of  this  short  parlia¬ 
mentary  session  are  of  little  historical  importance. 
The  budget  of  the  year  was  laid  before  the  Flouse 
of  Commons  on  the  13th  of  June.  The  whole 
amount  of  supplies  exceeded  75,600,000/.  The 
session  was  closed  on  the  30th  of  July  by  the 
Prince  Regent  in  person.  The  autumnal  session 
presented  no  matter  of  great  interest.  It  was 
opened  on  the  8th  of  November  by  the  speech  from 
the  throne,  which  was  again  delivered  by  the 
Regent  in  person ;  and  on  the  2nd  of  December 
the  Houses  adjourned  till  the  9th  of  February  next. 
In  the  month  of  August  the  Duke  of  Wellington 
j)roceeded  to  Paris  as  ambassador  of  Great  Britain 
to  Louis  XVIII. 

A.n.  1815. — The  great  Congress  of  Vienna  began 
to'  assemble  at  the  opening  of  the  year  ;  and  in  the 
month  of  January  the  Duke  of  Wellington  re- 
jiaired  thither.  Our  ])arliament  re-assembled  in 
February.  The  opjiosition,  wdiich  had  already  e.x- 
pressed  a  strong  and  indignant  disapprobation  of 
the  forcible  transfer  of  Norway  from  Denmark  to 
Sw'eden,  now  censured  with  equal  severity  the 
annexation  of  the  worthless  old  repvdrlic  of  Genoa 
to  the  dominions  of  the  King  of  Sardinia.  With 
less  questionable  reason,  and  with  a  generous 
English  feeling  which  did  them  honour,  they  took 
iqi  the  case  of  two  Spanish  refugees  of  the  liberal 
])arty  who  had  taken  refuge  in  Gibraltar,  and  had 
there,  in  an  unprecedented  and  monstrous  manner, 
been  delivered  up  to  the  authorities  of  the  King  of 
Spain  by  our  temporary  deputy  governor.  General 
Smith.  Parliament  had  got  over  these  matters, 
and  was  discussing  subjects  of  home  policy,  regu¬ 
lating  the  reduction  uf  the  militia,  &c.,  as  if  all 
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fears  of  war  were  over,  when  England  and  Europe 
were  startled,  as  at  a  thunder-clap,  by  the  intelli¬ 
gence  that  Bonaparte  had  escaped  from  his  narrow- 
insular  empire  to  repossess  himself  of  his  old 
French  empire.  On  the  Gth  of  April,  a  message  | 
from  the  Prince  Regent  was  delivered  to  each  ; 
Elouse,  communicating  the  information  that  events  ; 
which  had  recently  occurred  in  France — events 
which  threatened  consequences  highly  dangerous 
to  the  tranquillity  and  independence  of  Europe — 
had  induced  his  royal  highness  to  give  directions 
for  the  immediate  augmentation  of  our  land  and 
sea  forces,  and  to  lose  no  time  in  communicating 
with  our  allies  for  the  purpose  of  forming  such  a 
concert  as  might  effectually  provide  for  the  ge¬ 
neral  and  permanent  security  of  Europe.  On  the 
following  day  the  Earl  of  Liverpool  rose  in  the 
Lords  to  move  a  corresponding  address  to  the 
Regent.  His  lordship  affirmed  that  our  negocia- 
tor  at  Paris,  Lord  Castlereagh,  had  expressed  a 
strong  disapprobation  of  the  treaty  concluded  by 
the  allied  sovereigns  with  Bonaparte,  but  that,  the 
representations  of  those  sovereigns  having  at  length 
convinced  him  of  its  necessity  or  expediency,  he 
(Lord  C.)  had  consented  to  accede  to  it  in  part, 
namely,  as  far  as  concerned  the  possession  of  the 
Isle  of  Elba  by  Bonaparte,  and  the  sovereignty 
of  the  Duchies  of  Parma  and  Piacenza  conferred 
on  his  wife  Maria-Louisa.  On  the  same  day,  in 
the  House  of  Commons,  Lord  Castlereagh,  who 
had  been  personally  engaged  in  many  of  the  pre¬ 
vious  transactions,  explained  how  it  was  that  the 
disturber  of  Europe  had  escaped.  It  had  never, 
he  said,  been  the  intention  of  the  allied  powers, 
wdio  accepted  his  unconditional  act  of  abdication, 
to  consider  or  to  treat  Bonaparte  as  a  prisoner,  or  to 
exercise  a  system  of  police  or  espionage  with  respect 
to  him.  They  relied  on  the  treaty  of  Fontainebleau, 
and  upon  the  apparent  determination  of  the  French 
people  to  have  done  with  him  for  ever,  and  to 
adhere  to  Louis  XVIII.  Bonaparte  was  invested 
with  the  sovereignty  of  the  island  of  Elba;  a  cer¬ 
tain  number  of  troops  had  been  allowed  to  collect 
round  him,  as  the  island  had  been  and  might  again 
be  exposed  to  the  descents  of  the  Barbary  corsairs  ; 
and  he  had  had  a  sort  of  naval  equipment  under  ! 
his  flag,  which  the  British  officer  on  that  station 
had  no  power  of  visiting.  This  was  also  the  case 
with  the  naval  officer  of  Louis  XVHI.  Colonel 
Campbell,  who  had  been  one  of  Bona])arte’s  con¬ 
ductors  to  Elba,  had  indeed  been  suffered  to  remain 
between  that  island  and  Leghorn  ;  but  his  visits 
had  latterly  been  discouraged  by  Bonaparte  ;  and 
a  sort  of  English  vice-consul,  who  resided  on  the 
island,  was  put  under  the  surveillance  of  tw'o  gen¬ 
darmes  at  the  time  Bonaparte  was  making  his 
preparations  to  invade  France.  Mr.  Whitbread 
vehemently  opposed  a  renewal  of  w-ar  by  England, 
or  what  he  termed  “  commencing  a  new  crusade 
for  the  purpose  of  determining  who  should  fill  the 
throne  of  France.”  He  even  recommended  tliat 
we  should  renew-  with  Bonaparte  the  treaty  which 
had  been  concluded  with  Louis  XVIII.  Only  32 
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members  voted  with  him,  while  220  voted  against 
him.  The  ministerial  address  to  the  Regent  was 
carried  in  both  Honses  without  any  division  upon 
it ;  and  the  nation  at  large  felt  as  strongly  as  par¬ 
liament  that  nothing  was  left  for  England  to  do 
but  to  draw  the  sword  again,  and  never  sheath  it 
until  Bonaparte  should  be  consigned  to  some  safer 
place  than  Elba.  The  parliament  continued  sitting 
till  the  battle  of  Waterloo  falsified  the  sinister  pro¬ 
phecies  of  those  w’ho  had  voted  against  the  new 
war,  because  it  would  be  as  long  as  the  last.  Sub¬ 
sidies,  or  aids  in  money  given  under  other  names, 
were  voted  to  a  large  amount,  and  the  budget  of 
the  year  was  raised  to  very  nearly  90,000,000/. 

The  astounding  news  of  the  flight  from  Elba 
was  announced  to  the  diplomatists  of  Europe  sitting 
in  congress  at  Vienna  by  Talleyrand.  There  was 
no  hesitation  there  as  to  what  w'as  to  be  done. 
The  representatives  of  the  allied  sovereigns  imme¬ 
diately  agreed  to  join  their  forces  again,  in  order 
to  frustrate  Bonaparte’s  attempt,  and  to  maintain 
entire  the  treaty  of  Paris.  On  the  13th  of  March 
the  ministers  of  the  eight  powers  *  assembled  at 
Vienna,  including  the  ministers  of  the  King  of 
France,  signed  a  paper,  by  which  they  declared 
Napoleon  Bonaparte  an  outlaw^,  a  violator  of 
treaties,  and  a  disturber  of  the  peace  of  the  world, 
and  delivered  him  over  to  public  vengeance  (vi/i- 
clicte  piiblique).  The  Duke  of  Wellington,  who 
was  immediately  called  upon  by  the  Emperor  of 
Austria,  by  the  Emperor  of  Russia  (who  was  also 
at  Vienna),  and  by  the  plenipotentiaries  and  gene¬ 
rals  of  all  nations  there  assembled,  to  assist  in 
drawing  up  a  grand  plan  of  military  operations, 
announced  to  his  government  that  all  that  had 
occurred  in  France  since  Bonaparte’s  return  had 
augmented  “  the  eagerness  of  the  different  powers 
to  put  forth  the  general  strength  for  the  common 
protection.”  t  At  the  same  time  his  grace  an¬ 
nounced  that  it  w'ould  be  quite  impossible  for  these 
allied  powers  to  make  an  effort  adequate  to  the 
occasion  unless  they  should  obtain  the  aid  of 
English  money.  With  proper  assistance,  and  with 
an  efficient  British  force  co-operating  with  the 
allies,  he  was  quite  confident  that  the  contest 
would  be  “  a  very  short  one,  and  decidedly  suc¬ 
cessful.”  “  Nothing,”  be  said,  “  could  be  done 
Avith  a  small  force ;  the  Avar  would  linger  on  and 
end  to  our  disadvantage.  Motives  of  economy, 
then,  should  induce  the  British  government  to 
take  measures  to  bring  the  largest  possible  force 
into  action  at  the  earliest  period  of  time.”  It  Avas 
upon  this  Avise  calculation  that  Lord  Liverpool’s 
government  made  its  prodigious  financial  effort ; 
and  that  it  agreed  to  furnish  all  the  British  troops 
it  could  spare,  and  to  pay  for  other  troops  that 
should  make  up  the  force  supplied  by  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  to  125,000  men.  Austria  agreed  to  furnish 
300,000  men,  Russia  225,000,  Prussia  236,000, 

Tlin  powers  were  Austria,  Sj’am,  France,  Great  Britain* 

FortUL'-il,  I’nissia,  lliissia,  and  Sweden.  The  ministers  for  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  were  the  UuUe  of  Wellington,  Lords  Catlicart  jiiid  Clanearty,  and 
Sir  Gharles  Stewart.  Those  for  France  were  Talleyrand,  the  Due  de 
Dalberg,  M.  Latour  du  Fin,  and  the  Count  Alexis  de  Noailles. 
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the  various  states  of  Germany  150,000,  and  IIoP 
land  afterwards  agreed  to  furnish  50,000.  On  the 
23rd  of  March,  Austria,  Russia,  Prussia,  and  Great 
Britain  concluded  the  treaty  of  Vienna,  confirming: 
the  principles  of  the  Treaty  of  Chauinont,  which 
they  had  agreed  to  on  the  1st  of  March,  1814, 
after  the  breaking  np  of  the  congress  at  Chatillon, 
and  by  which  they  bound  themselves  to  make  no 
separate  peace,  and  to  conclude  neither  cessation 
of  hostilities  nor  any  convention  whatever  except 
by  general  consent.  On  the  morning  of  the  29tli 
of  March,  four  days  after  signing  this  treaty,  the 
Duke  of  Wellington  left  Vienna,  in  order  to  exa¬ 
mine  the  military  state  of  affairs  in  Belgium,  wliich 
countrjq  as  of  old,  was  quite  sure  to  be  the  first 
battle-field.  ITe  arrived  at  Brussels  on  the  night 
of  the  4th  of  April ;  and,  rapidly  as  he  bad  tra¬ 
velled,  he  had  found  time  to  observe  the  condition 
and  spirit  of  several  bodies  of  the  allied  armies. 
A  strong  Prussian  corps,  which  had  been  left  at 
Aix-la-Chapelle,  Av^as  “  very  content  ”  at  the  pros¬ 
pect  of  another  brush  with  Bonaparte.  As  early 
as  the  5th  of  April  the  Duke  announced  that,  after 
having  placed  13,400  men  in  the  fortresses  of 
Belgium,  he  could  assemble  23,000  men  of  good 
English  and  Hanoverian  troops,  20,000  Dutch 
and  Belgian  troops,  and  about  60  pieces  of  artil¬ 
lery  j  but,  as  it  Avas  understood  that  Bonaparte, 
Avlio  had  not  arrived  at  Paris  until  the  20ili  of 
March,  would  not  commence  his  attack  until  he 
had  collected  his  Avhole  force,  every  exertion  Avas 
made  to  raise  this  allied  force  in  Belgium  to  an 
equality  with  his  in  the  shortest  space  of  time  pos¬ 
sible;  and  the  incredible  labour  of  correspondence 
to  quicken  the  preparations  and  the  march  of 
Dutchmen,  Prussians,  Hanoverians,  Austrians,  and 
armies  of  nearly  all  the  nations  of  Europe,  in¬ 
cluding  some  of  the  slowest,  fell  principally  upon 
Wellington. 

The  essential  points  of  the  famous  escapade  from 
Elba  are  soon  told.  If  Bonaparte  had  ever  gone 
thither  with  the  intention  of  stopping,  lie  had 
changed  his  mind  in  a  very  short  tune.  He  had 
not  been  one  month  in  the  island  ere  he  com¬ 
menced  a  secret  but  most  active  correspondence 
Avith  his  friends  both  in  France  and  Italy.  This 
correspondence  became  still  more  active  as  his 
friends  and  agents  reported  to  him  the  return  of 
the  French  prisoners  of  Avar  frorn  Russia,  Poland, 
Prussia,  Saxony,  England,  Spain,  ym.,  and  related 
that  the  temper  of  these  veterans  -.vas  unchanged, 
that  their  devotion  to  glory  and  tci  their  emperor 
Avas  as  great  as  ever.  Several  of  these  returned 
prisoners,  men  as  well  as  officers,  passed  over  from 
time  to  time  to  Elba,  to  offer  their  services  to  enter 
his  guard,  and  to  speak  of  the  attachment  of  their 
comrades  to  their  old  chief,  and  of  their  contempt 
for  the  Bourbon  king,  Avho  could  not  mount  a 
horse,  and  who  Avas  a  great  discourager  of  the 
military  profession,  as  he  Avanted  nothing  hut 
peace.  To  these  men  the  camp  had,  indeed,  be¬ 
come  a  home ;  and  they  could  not  hut  regret  the 
leader  aaIio  had  so  long  led  them  from  victory  to 
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victory,  affording  them  free  quarters,  with  the  inci¬ 
dental  privileges  of  plunder,  a  constant  change  of 
scenery  and  excitement,  and  pleasant  cantonments  in 
the  finest  cities  of  Europe.*  It  w’as  in  their  nature 
to  forget  easily  both  the  comrades  who  had  pe¬ 
rished  and  their  own  occasional  hard  sufferings ; 
and  the  national  confidence  and  the  ])ride  of  many 
victories  made  them  cherish  the  belief  that, \ithey  had 
been  in  France  in  1814,  Napoleon  would  not  have 
been  beaten  by  all  the  odds  against  him.  They 
also  gave  implicit  credit  to  the  assertion  that  the 
emperor  had  been  betrayed  by  some  of  his  mar¬ 
shals,  and  embraced  the  corollary,  that,  with  less 
Avealthy  and  pampered  and  more  faithful  generals, 
he  was  likely  to  succeed  in  a  new  trial.  This,  too, 
opened  the  brilliant  and  tempting  perspective  of  a 
new  cast  of  promotions,  orders,  titles,  &c.  And 
what  was  there  to  get  or  to  hope  for  from  Louis 
XVIII.?  Besides  these  selfish  considerations,  there 
were  certainly  higher  motives  of  action  :  many  of 
these  men  were  enthusiastically  attached  to  the 
military  glory  of  their  old  master,  and  were  eager 
above  all  things  to  wipe  off  the  disgrace  of  defeat 
from  their  country.  In  the  vain  hope  of  keeping 
matters  quiet  by  making  as  few  changes  as  possi¬ 
ble,  Louis  XVIII.  had  retained  in  his  service 
nearly  all  the  men  that  Bonaparte  had  left  in  em¬ 
ployment,  and  many  of  the  subordinate  agents  of 
the  police,  post-ofSce,  and  other  departments  were 
in  Napoleon’s  interest.  It  was  the  same  with  most 
of  the  municipal  authorities,  at  least  in  the  centre 
and  in  the  north  of  France.  Even  in  the  standing 
army  few  of  Bonaparte’s  officers  had  been  changed, 
and  men  like  Ney  and  Davoust  were  left  at  the 
head  of  these  forces.  Although  Louis  XVIII. 
had  abilities,  information,  liberal  views,  and  ex¬ 
cellent  intentions,  the  emigrants  and  other  royalists 
Avho  surrounded  him,  and  the  civil  government 
which  their  importunities  had  forced  upon  him, 
were  at  once  imbecile  and  extravagant,  weak  (as 
they  had  no  hold  on  the  people),  and  yet  revenge¬ 
ful;  and,  after  the  departure  of  Talleyrand  for 
Vienna,  nearly  everything  went  w'rong,  and,  though 
no  acts  of  tyranny  were  committed,  many  petty 
spites  were  indulged  in.  Moreover,  the  weak  go¬ 
vernment  of  King  Louis,  surrounded  from  the  first 
moment  of  its  existence  by  treachery  and  by  plots, 
had  no  instruments  wherewith  to  operate;  the  po¬ 
lice,  from  which  it  expected  information,  was  in 
the  interest  of  Bonaparte;  the  officers  and  people 
who  managed  the  telegraphs  were  in  the  interest 
of  Bonaparte  ;  the  magistrates  upon  whom  it  de¬ 
pended  for  the  suppression  of  cabal  and  sedition 
were  (at  least  in  a  great  part  of  France)  in  the  in¬ 
terest  of  Bonaparte ;  the  troops  upon  which  it 
counted  for  the  suppression  of  insurrection  were 
almost  to  a  man  devoted  to  Bonaparte;  and,  when 
the  government  could  no  longer  be  kept  ignorant 
that  something  was  preparing,  the  police  protested 
that  it  was  but  a  bagatelle,  a  mere  fit  of  impatience 
and  uneasiness  which  would  soon  pass  off  under 
gentle  treatment.  It  is  said  that  long  before  the 
*  .V,  Vicusseux.— I'lcury  de  Cliaboiilon,  ML'moiics. 
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close  of  the  year  1814,  the  initialed  named  the 
month  and  almost  the  very  day  on  which  the  em¬ 
peror  would  return.  Some  of  the  old  republican 
party,  including  men  who  had  conspired  against 
him,  now  joined  the  Bonapartists,  and  invited  Na¬ 
poleon  to  return.  The  brothers,  sisters,  and  other 
relatives  of  Bonaparte,  all  rich,  and  one  of  them 
(Murat)  still  pow’erful,  promoted  the  widely  spread 
plot,  for  they  all  felt  that  by  his  fall  they  had 
either  been  reduced  to  obscurity  or  left  without  any 
prop  to  their  adventitious  greatness.  Murat’s 
wife  was  incessantly  telling  him  that  Austria  Avould 
never  abide  by  her  treaty  with  him,  that  all  the 
members  of  the  grand  alliance  w’ere  determined  to 
restore  King  Ferdinand,  that,  unless  the  throne  of 
Napoleon  could  here-established,  his  throne  of 
Naples  must  fall,  and  leave  him  and  her  and  her 
children,  not  only  without  a  kingdom,  but  without 
a  home;  and  at  the  proper  moment,  when  the 
weak  mind  of  Murat  was  oscillating  like  the  pen¬ 
dulum  of  a  clock,  Napoleon  himself  wrote  to  tell 
him  that  the  lion  was  not  dead,  but  only  sleeping ! 
Murat  ])repared  for  the  reveilLer.  Except  the  car¬ 
dinal-uncle  Fesch,  Louis  Bonaparte,  the  ex-king  of 
Holland,  and  Eugene  Beauharnais,  the  ex-viceroy 
of  Italy,  every  living  member  or  connexion  of  the 
Bonaparte  family  appears  to  have  been  actively 
engaged.  Madame  Hortense,  sister  of  Beauhar¬ 
nais,  wife  of  Louis,  and  ex-queen  of  Holland,  was 
very  busy,  and,  as  she  had  been  allowed  to  remain 
in  Paris,  she  had  many  means  of  being  useful, 
and  her  house  became  a  principal  rendezvous 
of  the  party.  She  sent  messages  and  secret  agents 
to  her  brother  in  Bavaria;  but  Eugene  would  not 
be  moved,  and  he  remained  quiet  with  his  wife  and 
father-in-law  in  Munich.  Lucien  Bonaparte, 
though  he  had  incurred  so  much  disgrace,  though 
he  had  been  obliged  to  seek  a  refuge  in  England, 
was  very  eager  for  his  brother’s  restoration,  and,  as 
a  professed  liberal  and  constitutionalist,  he  under¬ 
took  to  manage  the  liberal  and  constitutional  parties. 

It  was  on  the  26lh  of  February,  1815,  that 
Napoleon  embarked  with  a  body  of  about  1000 
men,  com])osed  of  some  of  his  old  guards  who  hud 
followed  him  to  Elba,  of  some  Italians  and  Elbese, 
some  Corsicans  and  others,  comprising  about  200 
dragoons  and  about  100  Polish  lancers,  w'ith 
saddles,  but  without  horses.  On  the  1st  of  March 
he  landed  at  Cannes,  a  short  distance  from  Frejus. 
The  Provencals  neither  welcomed  him  nor  attemjited 
to  oppose  him.  There  were  no  king’s  troops  in 
the  neighbourhood.  He  hurried  through  Provence, 
into  Dauphiny,  “ the  cradle  of  the  Revolution;” 
and  there  the  people  began  to  flock  round  his 
standard.  Still  no  troops  joined  him,  and  he  felt 
uneasy.  On  the  5th  of  March  he  issued  two  ex¬ 
citing  proclamations,  one  to  the  French  people,  and 
the  otlier  to  the  army.  It  was  in  the  latter  that 
he  said  that  his  soldiers  had  not  been  beaten,  and 
that  he  and  they  had  only  been  betraved  ;  that  in 
his  exile  he  had  heard  the  complaining  voice  of  his 
army,  and  that  he  had  arrived  once  more  among 
them  to  renew  their  glory,  and  to  put  down  foreign 


CIVIL  AND  MILITARY  TRANSACTIONS  1815. 


G29 


Chap.  L] 

interference.  After  reminding  them  of  the  vic¬ 
tories  of  Ulm,  AusterlitZj  Jena,  &c.,  and  bidding 
them  come  and  ransje  themselves  under  the  banner 
of  their  old  chief,  he  said,  “  Victory  shall  march 
at  the  charging  step.  The  eagle  shall  fly  from 
steeple  to  steeple,  till  she  perches  on  the  tower  of 
Notre  Dame!”  This  proclamation  produced  an 
immense  effect.  As  he  approached  Grenoble,  he 
met  for  the  first  time  some  regular  troops.  They 
were  a  battalion  of  infantry,  vrhich  had  been  sent 
forward  from  that  city  to  stop  his  march ;  but  a 
short  ])arley  on  the  road  ended  in  their  joining 
him.  Just  outside  the  walls  of  Grenoble,  the  7th 
regiment  of  the  line,  commanded  by  M.  Charles 
de  Labedoyere,  an  officer  of  noble  biith,  and  one 
who  had  been  promoted  by  Louis  XVIII.,  but 
who  had  recently  set  out  from  Paris  wdth  the  de¬ 
termination  to  break  his  oath  to  that  king,  set  up 
a  joyous  shout,  rushed  from  their  ranks  to  hug 
and  kiss  their  old  comrades,  who  had  come  from 
Elba,  crying  “Vive  TEmpereur!”  and  joined  him. 
General  Alarchand,  who  commanded  the  strong 
garrison  within  the  walls,  shut  the  gates,  and 
would  fain  have  done  his  duty;  but  his  men  joined 
in  the  cry  of  “  Vive  TEmpereur, ”  and,  when  Bona¬ 
parte  blew'  open  one  of  the  gates  with  a  howitzer, 
all  the  soldiers  did  what  the  7th  regiment  had 
done  just  before  them.  Next  morning  the  civil 
authorities  of  Grenoble  renewed  their  allegiance. 
Bonaparte  had  now  an  enthusiastic  veteran  army 
of  nearly  7000  men.  With  this  force  he  descended 
the  mountains  of  Dauphiny,  and  appeared  wdthin 
sight  of  Lyons  on  the  10th  of  March.  The  king’s 
brother,  the  Count  d’Artois,  was  in  that  city,  and 
w'as  ably  and  honestly  assisted  by  Marshal  Mac¬ 
donald,  who  could  not  throw  his  oaths  to  the  wind  ; 
but  the  troops  and  the  populace  at  Lyons  followed 
the  example  at  Grenoble,  the  prince  and  the  con¬ 
scientious  marshal  were  obliged  to  fly  for  their 
lives,  and  Bonaparte  entered  that  second  city  of 
France  in  triumph.  The  rest  of  the  march  to 
Paris  W'as  a  triumjihant  one.  All  along  the  road 
the  emperor  was  joined  by  soldiers,  in  detach¬ 
ments,  battalions,  or  entire  divisions,  w'ho  tore  the 
white  cockade  fron  their  caps,  trampled  upon  it, 
and  mounted  the  tricolor.  The  Bourbons  weie 
abandoned  by  the  whole  army  ;  yet  still,  exce})t  in 
Grenoble  and  in  Lyons,  the  people  gave  few  or  no 
signs  of  enthusiasm  :  many  fled  out  of  the  way, 
and  the  majority  of  those  that  remained  on  the 
line  of  march  seemed  to  be  bewildered,  and  to 
he  wondering  what  would  come  next.  Louis 
XVni.  was  now  waited  upon  by  Marshal  Ney, 
whom  he  had  favoured  and  honoured,  but  who 
apparently  apprehended  that  the  command  of  the 
troops  that  still  remained  under  the  white  flag 
would  be  given  to  hlacdonald,  or  to  IMarmont, 
or  to  some  other  marshal  equally  averse  to  per¬ 
jury  and  treason.  Ney,  with  a  profusion  of  pro¬ 
testations,  volunteered  to  take  the  command,  to 
intercept  the  invader;  and,  on  getting  what  he 
wished,  and  on  kissing  the  king’s  hand  at  parting, 
he  swore  that  within  a  week  he  would  bring  Bona¬ 


parte  to  Paris  in  an  iron  cage.*  “  Adieu,  mar¬ 
shal  ;  I  trust  to  your  honour  and  fidelity,”  was  the 
reply  of  the  confiding  and  duped  Louis.  The 
marshal  went  to  Lons-le-Saulnier,  and  joined  the 
emperor  with  his  entire  force!  Nothing  now  re¬ 
mained  to  Louis  but  some  battalions  under  Mar¬ 
shal  Macdonald,  who  posted  himself  at  Melun, 
between  Paris  and  Fontainebleau.  On  the  19th 
of  March,  Bonaparte  slept  in  the  old  palace  of 
Fontainebleau,  where  he  had  signed  his  act  of  ab¬ 
dication  in  the  preceding  month  of  April.  The 
next  morning  he  resumed  his  easy  march  for  the 
capital.  Instead  of  disputing  his  passage,  Mac¬ 
donald’s  people  trampled  on  their  w'hite  flags  and 
cockades,  shouted  “  Vive  TEmpereur,”  kissed, 
hugged,  and  joined.  Macdonald,  with  a  few  offi¬ 
cers,  escaped  to  Paris.  He  found  the  Tuileries 
deserted:  Louis  XVIII.  had  fled  at  midnight  for 
the  fortified  town  of  Lille,  near  the  Belgian  fron¬ 
tier,  and  most  of  his  ministers  and  courtiers  had 
fled  many  hours  before.  The  Royalists  wept  and 
tore  their  hair,  but  they  were  helpless ;  the  mass 
of  the  ])opulation  of  Paris  seemed  totally  indif¬ 
ferent;  there  was  no  armed  force  within  the  city 
upon  which  any  dependence  could  be  placed. 
About  twelve  hours  after  the  king’s  departure,  or 
at  noon  of  the  20th,  a  great  troop  of  half-pay 
officers,  with  their  swords  drawm,  with  two  pieces 
of  cannon,  and  a  detachment  of  cuirassiers,  reached 
the  Place  de  Carrousel,  shouting  “Vive  TEm¬ 
pereur  1”  and  demanding  to  mount  guard  at  the 
palace  with  the  national  guards.  There  was  no 
resisting  this  demand,  and,  in  the  gardens  of  the 
Tuileries,  in  the  courts,  and  at  the  gates  of  the 
palace,  national  guards,  wearing  the  white  cockade, 
were  mi.xcd  with  these  half-pay  desperados  wear¬ 
ing  the  tricolor  cockade.  Shortly  after  this,  there 
arrived  at  the  Tuileries,  from  all  quarters  of  Paris, 
new  personages,  ex-ministers  of  Bonaparte,  coun¬ 
cillors  of  state,  chamberlains  in  their  imperial 
court  costume,  comptrollers  of  the  household,  court 
valets  in  their  old  livery,  cooks,  and  butlers,  who 
resumed  their  services  as  tranquilly  as  they  could 
have  done  if  Bonaparte  had  only  been  absent  on  a 
short  journey  or  campaign,  and  as  if  his  court  and 
household  had  been  kept  in  a  state  of  readiness  for 
his  return.  Ladies  appertaining  to  the  •imperial 
court  now  began  to  arrive,  and  to  fill  the  salons 
of  the  palace  ;  and  the  very  ushers  and  pages  were 
already  at  the  doors  of  the  several  apartments,  to 
maintain  the  strict  imperial  etiquette.  At  half¬ 
past  nine,  on  the  night  of  the  20ih — a  foggy  and 
rainy  night — a  tremendous  noise  announced  the 
ariival  of  the  emperor,  a  troop  of  lancers  galloped 
through  the  principal  gate,  a  low  mud-covered 
carriage  stopped,  Bonaparte  in  his  grey  great-coat 
stepped  out,  a  number  of  generals  and  officers  took 
him  on  their  shoulders,  and  carried  him  up  to  the 
state  apartments,  while  the  soldiery  and  a  part  of  the 
mob  rent  the  air  with  cries  of“  Vive  TEmpereur  !”-|’ 

*  Ney  nilmitted  on  his  trial  that  he  h:i<l  said  lhes«  words. 

I  Quill  ante*  Unit  Heuve<  de  Garde  au  (’liateau  <les  Tuileries  pendant 
les  journees  des  19  el  20  Mars  1815.  Par  uu  Grenaaier  de  la  Garde 
Natiouale. 
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Thus  far  all  liad  seemed  to  go  well,  but  the 
triumph  was  soon  damped  by  sundry  little  circum¬ 
stances.  It  v,-as  impossible  not  to  see  that,  with 
the  exception  of  some  of  those  faubourg  mobs, 
which  he  hated  and  feared,  the  people  of  Paris 
were  silent,  lukewarm,  cautious,  or  averse.  Then 
came  brother  Lucien  with  his  tail  of  constitution¬ 
alists  and  liberals,  including  Carnot  and  Foiiche, 
protesting  that  the  promises  and  pledges  he  had 
given  must  be  kept,  that  the  French  people  must 
have  more  liberty  than  they  had  enjoyed  under 
the  empire  or  under  tlie  restoration,  that  France 
could  no  longer  do  without  a  free  constitution, 
and,  finally,  that  the  liberals  would  do  nothing 
for  him  unless  he  granted  a  new  constitution. 
Honaparte  said  that  there  would  be  time  fur 
making  a  good  constitution  hereafter,  when  he 
should  have  dissolved  by  victories  the  European 
confederacy  against  him  ;  that  now  every  thought 
ought  to  be  given  to  the  means  of  raising  money 
anil  troops,  the  casting  of  artillery,  the  manufac¬ 
turing  of  arms,  ammunition,  &c.,  in  order  to  put 
liim  in  condition  to  scatter  the  armies  of  the  allies. 
Hut  the  liberals  stuck  to  their  jioiiit;  the  consti¬ 
tution  must  come  first,  their  exertions  in  his 
cause  afterwards :  and,  accordingly,  though  sorely 
against  his  will,  Bona])arte  proclaimed  a  sort  of 
constitution,  under  the  very  unpromising  title  of 
“  Acte  Addilioiincl  aux  Covdiluliomt  de  V Em- 
pirc.”  The  liberals,  who  had  expected  to  be 
allowed  to  make  tlie  constitution  themselves,  were 
grievously  offended  ;  and  those  among  them  who 
were  sincere  in  their  constitutionalism  declared  this 
Acta  Addilionel  a  poor  defective  thing,  although  it 
was  known  that  Carnot,  and  that  great  and  unwea¬ 
ried  maker  of  constitutions,  the  Abbe  Sieves,  liad 
liceii  consulted  by  tlie  emperor  in  its  confection. 
Substantially  the  Acte  was  much  the  same  as  the 
charle  which  Louis  XVIII.  had  given  {pclroyec) 


in  1814.*  On  the  4th  of  June,  three  days  after 
Bonaparte,  bis  great  oiHcers  of  state,  marshals, 
generals,  &c.,  liad  taken  their  oaths  to  this  consti¬ 
tution  at  a  grand  celebration,  called  a  Champ  de 
Mai,  but  held  in  the  Chani})  cle  Mars,  and  in 
the  month  of  June,  the  two  new  Chambers  opened 
their  session.  The  Chamber  of  Peers,  appointed 
by  the  emperor  himself,  and  composed  jirinci- 
pally  of  men  who  ow’ed  their  rank  and  fortune  to 
him,  at  first  seemed  disposed  to  be  as  submissive 
as  the  Senate  had  formerly  been.  The  Chamber 
of  Representatives  showed  at  once  a  very  dilferent 
disposition,  raising  the  voice  of  criticism  and 
censure  which  the  man  of  the  people  had  never 
been  able  to  bear.  Their  session  was  a  very 
short  one ;  and  the  first  serious  business  the  two 
Houses  or  Chambers  did  was  to  pronounce  the 
dethronement  of  Bonaparte.  Before  that  crisis 
arrived,  he  bitterly  reproached  his  brother  Lucien 
and  others,  for  advising  and  forcing  him  to  give 
this  constitution,  and  to  call  these  Chambers  to¬ 
gether.  After  eleven  weeks’  sojourn  in  the  capi¬ 
tal,  matters  stood  with  him  much  as  they  did 
■when  he  arrived;  he  could  count  confidently  on 
the  devotion  and  bravery  of  his  old  army,  but 
he  could  not  hope  that  the  rest  of  France  would 
do  much  for  him.  His  distress,  or  doubts,  were 
increased  by  the  dismal  new's  which  came  howl¬ 
ing  to  him  from  beyond  the  Alps.  Murat,  in¬ 
stead  of  waiting  for  his  mot  d'ordre,  had  thrown 
off  the  mask  as  soon  as  he  learned  the  departure 
from  Elba,  had  rushed  tow'ards  Upper  Italy  hke  a 
madman,  had  been  beaten  by  the  Austrians,  aban- 

*  There  were  to  be  .in  heredbiry  Clianiber  of  Peers  .ipimiiited  l>y 
the  F.raiieror,  and  a  Clianilier  of  kciiresuntatives  elec-ted,  not  by  llie 
citizens  directly,  but  l)y  the  elector. li  collejtes  of  France.  The  Ue- 
liresentativo  tlliamber  was  to  be  reiieweil  by  election  every  five  years, 
and  was  to  jiossess  tlie  exclusive  ri"ht  of  voliiit'  taxes,  fee.  ,Miui>ters 
weio  to  be  resiionsitile,  and  jmln'es  irremovable.  Proi/erty  was 
declared  inviohible,  and  all  subjects  were  to  have  the  right  of 
retitiouiug. 
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dolled  by  liis  own  army,  and  put  to  an  ignominious 
lliglit  from  his  kingdom  of  Naples,  many  weeks 
before  Bonaparte  was  ready  to  commence  opera¬ 
tions  on  the  frontiers  of  Belgium.  Bonaparte 
afterwards  declared  that  the  blind  precipitation  of 
INIurat  in  1815  did  more  mischief  to  his  cause  than 
Murat’s  defection  in  1814  had  done.  But  this  was 
not  true. 

On  the  night  of  the  11th  of  June,  just  a  week 
after  the  opening  of  the  two  Chambers,  Bonaparte 
quitted  Paris  to  open  the  campaign.  His  coun¬ 
tenance,  which  had  long  been  clouded,  brightened 
as  he  sprung  into  his  travelling  carriage,  and  as  he 
said,  or  as  he  is  reported  to  have  said,  “  Je  vaU 
me  mesurcr  avec  ce  Viliaiiiton”  (I  am  going  to 
measure  myself  with  this  Wellington).  He  had 
assembled  an  army  of  about  125,000  men,  chiefly 
veteran  troops,  of  whom  25,000  were  cavalry, 
and  350  pieces  of  artillery.  With  this  force  he 
advanced  to  the  Belgian  frontier  on  the  14th  of 
June,  and  on  the  very  ne.xt  day  the  stern  conflict 
began. 

In  the  meantime,  the  Duke  of  Wellington  had 
raised  his  force  in  the  field  to  about  16,000  men, 
of  whom  not  near  one-half  were  British.  Knowing 
that  his  adversary  would  bring  with  him  a  tre¬ 
mendous  artillery,  Wellington  had  applied  for  150 
British  pieces ;  but  so  miserably  had  he  been  sup¬ 
plied  by  orrr  government,  and  by  those  who  kept 
the  keys  at  Woolwich,  where  there  were  guns 
enough  to  cannonade  the  world,  that,  when  he 
united  all  his  English  pieces  with  those  of  the 
Dutch  and  German  under  him,  he  found  he  had 
only  some  84  pieces.  The  duke’s  head  quarters 
were  at  Brussels,  the  capital  of  the  country,  which 
it  rvas  Bonaparte's  first  great  object  to  gain,  and 


the  possession  of  which  would  have  given  the 
French  immense  advantages,  moral  and  political, 
as  well  as  military.  On  the  duke’s  left  lay  IMar- 
shal  Bliicher  with  the  Prussian  army,  estimated 
(after  the  junction  of  Bulow’s  corps)  at  about 
80,000  men.  The  old  marshal  was  well  sup¬ 
plied  with  artillery,  his  government  having  sent 
him  200  cannon ;  but  unluckily  his  artillerymen 
Avere  not  very  good,  and  he  had  to  com])lain  of  the 
manner  in  Avhich  his  guns  Avere  served  Avhen  the 
French  fell  upon  him.  BlQcher’s  head-quarters 
Avere  at  Namur.  The  two  armies  Avere,  of  neces¬ 
sity,  spread  over  a  wide  extent  of  country.  The 
Duke  of  Wellington’s  had  to  ])reserve  its  commu¬ 
nications  Avith  England,  Holland,  and  Germany ; 
to  be  near  enough  to  connect  readily  Avith  the 
Prussian  army,  and  to  protect  Brussels.  Bliicher’s 
army  had  to  preserve  its  communications  Avith  the 
country  in  his  rear  and  on  his  left,  through  Avhich 
the  reinforcements  of  the  grand  allied  armies  Avere 
to  advance  ;  he  had  to  give  the  hand  to  Welling¬ 
ton,  and  at  the  same  time  he  had  to  Avatch  a  long 
extent  of  frontier;  and  on  that  north-east  frontier 
of  France  there  Avere  many  strong  fortresses,  Avhich 
enabled  Bonaparte  to  mask  his  movements,  and  to 
attack  wherever  he  chose,  Avithout  letting  his  attack 
be  foreseen  by  his  enemy.  In  front  of  the  ex¬ 
tended  lines  of  the  British,  and  their  immediate 
allies,  the  Hanoverians,  BrunsAvickers,  &c.,  there 
Avere,  besides  country  bye-roads,  no  fewer  than  four 
great  roads  (paved  roads,  proper  for  the  })assage 
of  artillery,  and  for  all  military  purposes)  ;  and  it 
Avas  became  there  Avere  all  these  roads  leading 
from  the  French  dejtartmcnts  of  the  north,  and 
the  fortresses  on  the  French  frontier,  and  because 
the  Duke  of  Wellington  could  not  possibly  tell  or 
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foresee  by  which  of  these  roads  the  French  might 
choose  to  advance,  that  part  of  his  forces  were 
widely  spread,  in  order  to  watch  them  all,  while 
the  remainder  of  his  army  was  kept  in  hand,  in 
order  to  be  thrown  upon  whatever  point  the  attack 
should  be  made  against,  These  men  were  every 
way  better  in  and  round  Brussels  than  they  would 
have  been  if  bivouacked  and  cantoned  on  the  high 
roads ;  and  the  artillery  was  also  better  there,  for 
of  this  arm  Wellington  had  not  to  spare; — it  was 
needful  that  he  should  have  it  all  on  the  field  of 
battle,  and,  embracing  all  the  possible  lines  by 
which  the  French  might  attack,  the  British  general 
had,  where  it  stood,  the  best  means  of  moving  it 
rapidly  to  any  one  of  them.  If  the  guns  had  been 
collected  on  one  point,  and  the  enemy  had  attacked 
at  another,  the  guns  could  not  have  been  so  easily 
moved.  It,  as  some  commanders  might  have 
done,  he  had  kept  his  troops  marching  and  coun¬ 
termarching  from  point  to  point,  he  would  very 
uselessly  have  w-asted  the  strength  and  spirit  of 
the  troops  before  the  day  of  battle  arrived.  Con¬ 
centration  of  force  is  the  finest  of  all  things  in 
war,  in  its  proper  place;  and  several  of  the  con¬ 
tinental  armies,  and  especially  the  Austrian,  had 
been,  and  continue  to  be,  deservedly  censured  for 
their  practice  of  extension  in  line,  and  separation 
of  parts.  But  there  are  cases  in  which  the  idea  of 
concentration  is  an  absurditv;  and  certain  English 
writers,  destitute  of  military  study,  and  incapable 
of  comprehending  the  simplest  principles  of  the 
military  art,  have  taken  up  the  old  criticism  against 
the  Austrian  generals,  and  have  applied  it  to  a  case 
to  which  it  is  utterly  inapplicable.  If,  as  he  had 
once  hoped,  the  Duke  of  Wellington  had  been 
enabled  to  commence  operations  by  acting  on  the 
offensive,  then  he  would  have  attacked  Bonaparte 
on  the  French  frontier  in  one  or  two  condensed 
masses ;  and  then  Bonaparte,  not  knowing  where 
the  attack  would  be  made,  must  have  had  his  army 
stretched  out  in  lines  along  that  frontier,  having 
merely  reserved  to  himself  (as  Wellington  did) 
the  best  j)lan  and  the  best  means  of  concentration 
when  and  where  the  attack  should  be  made.  But 
the  duke  had  not  received  from  England  the  acces¬ 
sion  of  strength  which  he  had  calculated  upon  ; 
the  grand  army  of  Prince  Schwartzenberg  was  stdl 
somewhere  in  Germany  ;  and,  with  none  but 
Bliicher  to  co-operate  with  him,  and  with  forces 
which,  if  united,  would  not  have  exceeded  by 
30,000  men  the  army  which  Bonaparte  had  ac¬ 
tually  in  the  field,  it  would,  indeed,  have  been  rash 
to  attack  a  frontier  covered  with  numerous  and 
well  garrisoned  fortresses,  or  to  invade  France, 
where  an  army  of  reserve  wnis  collecting  to  support 
the  army  on  the  frontier.  We  trust  that  these  few 
words  will  enable  the  reader  to  understand  the 
absurd  charge,  that  the  Duke  of  Wellington  was 
not  only  out-manoeuvred  and  out-generaled,  but 
actually  taken  by  surprise  -an  ignorant  piece  of 
babble  which  has  been  recently  and  very  ably  ex- 
])osed,  but  which  every  patriotic  and  well-informed 
writer  ought  to  continue  to  hold  up  to  scorn  and 
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derision,  until  the  fallacy  is  utterly  exploded,  or 
left  only  in  French  books,  where  the  truth  in  such 
matters  is  never  to  be  expected.* 

It  was  on  the  15th  of  June  that  Bonaparte 
crossed  the  Samhre,  and  advanced  upon  Charleroi. 
At  sunset,  on  the  preceding  evening,  all  had  been 
quiet  upon  the  frontier,  and  nothing  had  been  ob¬ 
served  at  the  Prussian  outposts.  As  the  foremost 
of  the  French  columns  had  been  put  in  motion  as 
early  as  two  or  three  o’clock  in  the  morning,  they 
fell  suddenly  upon  these  outposts  just  as  day  was 
dawning.  The  outposts  fell  back,  and  then  a 
report  was  sent  to  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  w’ho 
gave  his  orders  for  holding  his  troops  in  readiness 
to  march.  But  it  was  not  as  yet  sufficiently  clear 
that  Bonaparte  intended  the  attack  upon  Charleroi 
to  be  a  serious  one,  and  that  he  really  intended  to 
open  his  road  to  Brussels  by  the  valley  of  the 
Sambre.  The  duke,  therefore,  waited  iiiuil  correct 
intelligence  from  various  quarters  proved,  beyond 
the  reach  of  a  doubt,  that  the  advance  upon  Char¬ 
leroi  was  the  real  attack.  It  was  useless  to  move, 
and  he  had  determined  all  along  not  to  move,  until 
he  got  this  certain  and  full  assurance;  and  the 
information  could  not  be  obtained  before  the  event 
happened,  that  is,  before  the  first  French  columns, 
advancing  by  the  valley  of  the  Sambre,  were 
swelled  to  a  great  army — an  operation  which  re¬ 
quires  rather  more  time  than  is  taken  in  the  writ¬ 
ing  of  a  critical  or  rhapsodical  sentence  for  a  book. J 
Now  that  it  was  time  to  put  his  army  in  motion, 
Wellington  put  it  in  motion  to  his  left.  The 
orders  for  this  memorable  march  were  not  decided 
upon  in  a  scene  of  merriment  and  festivity,  and  at 
midnight,  but  in  the  duke’s  hotel,  and  at  about  five 
o’clock  in  the  afternoon.  These  orders  must  have 
reached  most  of  the  corps  by  eight,  and  probably 
all  of  the  corps  by  ten  o’clock  at  night.  It  is  quite 
true  that  the  duke  did  go  to  a  bail  that  evening, 
and  that  many  of  his  officers  went  as  well  as  he, 
because  their  business  of  the  day  was  done,  and 
because  their  presence  was  not  required  for  such 
details  as  packing  up  of  baggage,  &c.  The  duke’s 
being  at  the  ball  was  a  proof  of  his  equanimity 
at  the  most  critical  moment  of  his  whole  life. 
The  Duchess  of  Richmond’s  ball  was  a  gay  one, 
and  Wellington  and  his  officers  jnesent  at  it  were 
as  cheerful  as  any  part  of  that  gay  company. 
About  midnight  the  general  officers  were  quietly 
warned,  and  quietly  disappeared  from  the  ball¬ 
room  ;  and  among  them  the  brave  Duke  of  Bruns¬ 
wick,  who  was  still  avenging  the  hard  fate  of  his 
father.  Shortlv  after,  the  younger  officers  were 
summoned  from  the  dance,  but  without  any  bustle. 
By  this  time  the  troops  were  mustering,  and  before 

*  Sec  An  Admirable  memorandum  on  the  battle  of  Waterloo,  by 
Sir  Francis  Head,  in  ‘Quarterly  Review,’  No.  cxliii. ;  and  a  very 
able  article  on  the  life  of  RliicduT,  and  the  operations  of  Waterloo, 
in  the  same  publication,  No.  cxl- 

•j-  The  CLMtain  niid  dccidini,^  information  was  brought  to  Rrussels  by 
the  Prince  of  Orange,  who  had  so  often  ‘‘ u'one  the  pace”  for  tlm 
Rritish  j'LMicral  in  tlie  Peninsula.  It  was  about  three  o’clock  in  llie 
afternoon,  ami  the  prmce  found  tlie  duke  at  dinner  at  his  hotel, 
ai)out  a  Imudred  yards  from  his  quarters  in  the  park,  wltieli  he  Itail 
taken  care  not  to  quit  ilurinf;  the  mornijii',  or  even  durin;?  the  prered- 
ill"  day.  Tin*  Piincc  of  Oian;;c  was  soon  lolloped  by  tlie  Prussian 
general  Mufllin,  who  brought  accounts  of  the  French  onset,  &c. 
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the  sun  of  the  16th  of  June  rose,  “all  were  march¬ 
ing  to  the  field  of  honour,  and  many  to  an  early 
grave.”  *  Before  they  moved  there  had  been 
some  hard  fighting.  In  the  course  of  the 
15th,  Bonaparte  had  established  his  head  quar¬ 
ters  at  Charleroi,  and  Blucher  had  concen¬ 
trated  the  Prussian  army  upon  Somhref,  occu¬ 
pying  the  villages  of  St.  Amand  and  Ligny,  in 
front  of  that  position ;  and  Marshal  Ney,  con¬ 
tinuing  his  march  along  the  road  which  leads  from 
Charleroi  to  Brussels,  had  attacked  on  the  evening 
of  the  15th,  M’ith  his  advanced  guard,  a  brigade 
of  the  army  of  the  Netherlands,  under  the  Prince 
of  Weimar,  and  had  forced  it  hack  to  a  farm¬ 
house  on  the  road,  called  Quatre  Bras,  from  the 
local  circumstance  that  the  road  from  Charleroi  to 
Brussels  and  the  road  from  Nivelles  to  Namur 
intersect  each  other,  and  form,  as  it  were,  four 
arms  or  branches  at  that  point.  But  the  Prince  of 
Orange  had  immediately  reinforced  Weimar’s  bri¬ 
gade,  and  had  kept  the  farm-house  as  if  it  had 
been  a  fortress.  This  was  the  work  of  the  15th. 
The  time  which  would  allow  Ney  to  bring  up  his 
main  body,  would  also  allow  Wellington  to  bring 
up  his,  or,  at  least,  a  sufficient  part  of  it  to  check¬ 
mate  the  French  marshal.  I3ut,  early  on  the 
morning  of  the  16th,  the  Prince  of  Orange  pushed 
back  Ney’s  advanced  guard,  and  recovered  some 
of  the  ground  between  Quatre  Bras  and  Charleroi 
which  had  been  lost  on  the  evening  of  the  15th. 
At  about  half-past  two  in  the  day.  General  Picton 
came  up  to  Quatre  Bras  with  the  5th  division,  and 
he  was  soon  followed  by  the  Duke  of  Brunswick’s 
corps  and  the  Nassau  troops.  Some  hours  before 
this,  the  Duke  of  Wellington  had  ridden  across 
the  country  to  confer  with  Blucher,  at  Bry,  about 
five  miles  from  Quatre  Bras.  At  that  time  Ney 
was  not  in  strength  in  front  of  Quatre  Bras,  nor 
w'as  Bonaparte  in  strength  in  the  immediate  front 
of  the  Prussians  at  Ligny.  But  the  French,  having 
all  the  advantages  which  are  inseparable  from 
offensive  movements,  massed  their  columns  of  attack 
quickly  in  Bliicher’s  front;  and,  at  the  same  time, 
Ney  gathered  his  strength  near  Quatre  Bras.  The 
game  to  be  played  was  now'  opened.  Bonaparte 
was  to  crush  the  Prussian  marshal,  while  Ney 
drove  back  the  English  duke.  As  the  Prussian 
corps  of  General  Bulow  had  not  joined,  Blucher 
was  attacked  by  a  force  numerically  superior  to 
his  own  ;  and  after  making  a  most  desperate  resist¬ 
ance,  particularly  in  the  villages  of  St.  Amand 

*  Major  M.  Sherer. — This  gallant  officer,  who  seems  to  he  in 
general  very  correct,  follows  the  widely  spread  error  (which  Lord 
Byron  lias  in  a  manner  consecrated  inverse),  that  tlie  duke’s  marching 
orders  were  decided  upon  at  the  Duchess  of  Richmond’s  ball.  We 
know  that  many  persons  present  at  that  ball  believed  this  to  he  the 
case;  but  the  contrary  is  proved  by  the  writer  in  the  ‘Quarterly 
Review,’ who  has  evidently  had  oflicial  sources  of  information,  and 
whose  account  we  have  followed.  'I'he  old  story  is,  moreover,  at 
variance  with  the  duke’s  memorandum,  for  the  deputy  miarter-master 
general,  of  the  15th  of  .Tune. — Quart.  Rev.  No.  xc. — Cul.  Giivwoudy 
Pyellington  DispaUhes.  We  also  gather,  from  the  hitter  valuable 
repertory,  that  the  duke’s  stay  at  tlie  Duchess  of  Richmond’s  ball 
must  have  l>een  but  short;  for  at  half-past  nine  in  the  evening  we 
find  him  writing  to  the  Duke  of  Berri,  and  at  ten  to  the  Duke  of 
Feltre  ((ieneral  Ciavke),  who  had  remained  steady  to  the  Bourbons. 
In  the  earlier  part  of  the  same  day,  the  duke  had  written  a  letter  to 
General  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  and  a  very  long  leiler,  in  French,  and  on 
the  alwa\s  didicult  subject  of  strategy,  to  the  Kmperor  Alexander. 
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and  Ligny,  and  after  displaying  the  greatest  per¬ 
sonal  bravery,  he  w'as  compelled  to  quit  his  posi¬ 
tion  at  Somhref.  With  a  frightful  loss,  but  still 
with  perfect  order,  the  Prussians  retired  in  the 
course  of  the  night  upon  Wavre.  The  French, 
who  had  suffered  severely,  did  not  pursue.  But, 
in  point  of  fact,  there  could  be  no  pursuit,  as  the 
French  did  not  know  for  some  hours  that  there 
was  any  retreat :  the  Prussians  had  not  ceased 
fighting  until  it  was  dark  night.  At  daylight,  on 
the  following  morning,  it  was  easy  to  see  that  they 
were  gone ;  but  it  was  not  until  the  hour  of  noon* 
that  Bonaparte  ascertained  what  route  Blucher  had 
taken,  and  ordered  Grouchy  to  pursue  him  with 
32,000  men.  In  the  meantime,  Ney  had  failed  in 
his  attacks  upon  Wellington  at  Quatre  Bras.  At  a 
little  after  three  o’clock  on  the  afternoon  of  the 
16th,  the  French  marshal,  who  had  concentrated 
nearly  40,000  men,  commenced  his  attack  with 
two  heavy  columns  of  infantry,  a  large  body  of 
cavalry,  and  a  numerous  and  well  served  artillery. 
At  that  moment  there  were  not  more  than  19,000 
of  the  allies  at  Quatre  Bras,  and  of  these  only 
4500  were  British  infantry.  These  last  forces,  and 
the  Biunswickers,  were,  however,  not  to  he  broken 
by  any  charge  or  by  any  mode  of  attack ;  and 
Ney,  after  repeated  efforts,  was  repulsed.  The 
third  division,  under  General  Alten,  now  came 
up,  and  joined  Picton’s  unflinching  fifth.  Ney 
made  another  grand  attack  upon  the  left,  hut  he 
•  was  again  met  by  impenetrable,  immovable  squares 
of  infantry,  and  was  again  repulsed.  Ney  then 
tried  the  right  of  the  position  ot  Quatre  Bras,  and 
advancing  under  cover  of  a  little  wo6d,  and  attack¬ 
ing  in  great  force,  and  with  wonderful  impetuosity, 
he  cowed  some  of  the  worst  of  Wellington’s  con¬ 
tingents  that  were  posted  on  that  right ;  but,  just 
as  the  Belgians  were  giving  way.  General  Cooke 
came  up,  and  joined  battle  with  some  of  the  Eng¬ 
lish  guards,  and  the  French  were  once  more  re¬ 
pelled.  They  gathered  thickly  in  the  little  wood 
near  the  farm-house;  but  now  the  Duke  of  Wel¬ 
lington  sent  General  Maitland  and  his  brigade  to 
clear  that  wood,  and  it  was  presently  cleared,  and 
the  French  were  seen  retreating  in  great  confusion. 
The  conflict  had  been  tremendous,  the  loss  on  both 
sides  very  great ;  hut  the  British  commander  had 
completely  repulsed  Ney’s  very  superior  force,  and 
had  succeeded  in  his  present  great  object,  which 
was  to  prevent  Ney  from  turning  Bliicher’s  right, 
and  thus  throwing  himself  between  the  Prussians 
and  the  British.  The  two  great  battles  fought  on 
this  day  were  only  preludes  to  the  greater  massacre 
at  Waterloo;  yet  at  Ligny  Blucher  had  lost,  iir 
killed  and  wounded,  from  11,000  to  12,000  men, 
and  Wellington  had  lost  at  Quatre  Bras  2,380  in 
wounded,  and  350  in  killed. f 

♦  “  The  enemy  made  no  effort  to  pur.Mie  Marshal  Lluclirr.  On 
the  contrary,  a  patrole  which  I  sent  to  Soinbref  in  the  muniing(of 
the  17th),  found  all  quiet ;  and  the  enemy’s  videtU's  fell  back  as  the 
patrole  advanced.” — irellirxjtuiis  Dispatch  to  Eovl  BnXhurst. 

t  The  Duke  of  VNelliu^ton's  returns  in  Dispatches. —  'I  his  loss  in 
killed  and  wounded  was  made  up  entirely  of  British  aiul  Hano* 
verians. 

The  result  of  the  two  battles  of  Li-jny  and  Quatre  Bras  was  wha 
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On  the  following  morning,  the  llth,  tlie  Duke 
of  Wellington  made  a  retrograde  movement  upon 
Waterloo,  corresponding  to  the  movement  of  Mar¬ 
shal  Blucher  upon  Wavre,  and  in  accordance  with 
the  plan  and  combinations  which  had  been  pre¬ 
viously  agreed  upon  by  him  and  the  Prussian 
marshal.  Fie  retired  leisurely  by  Genappe  to  the 
excellent  ground  w'hich  he  had  chosen,  and  which 
many  days  before  he  had  most  attentively  examined. 
I’erhaps  the  field  of  Waterloo  had  an  additional 
recommendation  to  the  attention  of  Wellington, 
as  it  had  once  been  selected  by  the  great  Duke  of 
Marlborough  as  a  battle-field,  and  as  Marlborough 
had  been  prevented  from  gaining  a  great  victory 
there  wholly  and  solely  by  the  stupid  obstinacy  of 
the  Dutch  field-commissioners.  Although  the  re¬ 
tiring  from  Quatre  Bras  was  made  in  the  middle 
of  the  day,  the  French  did  not  attempt  to  molest 
the  march,  except  by  following  with  a  large  body 
of  cavalry,  which  was  brought  up  from  the  right, 
or  from  the  part  of  the  army  which  had  been 
engaged  the  day  before  against  the  Prussians  at 
Ligny.  A  body  of  lancers  charged  the  rear  of  the 
English  cavalry,  and  were  charged  in  their  turn 
gallantly,  though  ineffectually,  by  our  7th  hussars, 
who  could  make  no  impression  on  the  front  of 
their  column,  in  the  defile  of  Genappe ;  but, 
when  these  lancers,  elated  with  success,  debouched 
on  a  wider  space,  in  front  of  Genappe,  the  Earl 
of  Uxbridge  (Paget)  charged  them  with  the  first 
regiment  of  Life  Guards,  and  fairly  rode  over  them. 
There  appears  to  have  been  no  more  fighting  on 
the  road.  Marshal  Ney  was  waiting  to  be  joined 
by  all  the  forces  of  Napoleon  which  had  fought 
Blucher  at  Ligny,  except  the  32,000  men  under 
Grouchy,  which  had  been  ordered  by  the  emperor 
to  follow  the  Prussians,  and  on  no  account  to  quit 
them.  This  junction  took  place  in  the  course  of  the 
day  and  night  of  the  Hth.  Deducting  Grouchy’s 
32,000  men,  and  about  10,000  for  the  killed  and 
wounded  on  the  IGth  at  St.  Amand  and  Ligny, 
and  making  a  liberal  allowance  for  stragglers  and 
loiterers,  patroles,  &c.,  Bonaparte  must  thus  have 
collected  in  front  of  Waterloo  about  78,000  men. 
The  night  of  the  17th,  during  w'hich  Wellington’s 
men  lay  upon  the  wet  earth,  or  among  the  drip¬ 
ping  corn-fields,  was  a  dreary  night,  with  heavy 
rain,  thunder,  and  lightning,  and  violent  gusts  of 
wind.  They  longed  for  the  morrow.  It  came  at 
last  ;  but  Sunday,  the  18th  of  June,  was  but  a  dull 
day  (meteorologically)  ;  for,  though  the  rain  ceased, 
and  the  natural  thunder  gave  place  to  a  thunder 

is  stilted  iu  our  text,  luit  lies  of  the  first  magnitude  were  thoujtlit 
necessary  to  keep  lionixpurte's  cause  up  and  alive  iu  Paris  ;  aud 
Marshiil  .Soult,  iu  a  dispatch  to  Marshal  Oavoust,  now  war  minister, 
dill  not  scruple  to  announce  that  the  Ivmpcror  Napoleon  had  beaten 
botli  W'ellinoton  and  lUlicher,  and  hiul  completely  se])arated  their 
two  armies — had  se|iarated  them  beyond  tlie  hope  of  ever  uuitinw 
aoain  in  his  front.  "  Wellington  ami  liilicher,’’  wrote  Soult,  “  saved 
themselves  with  diiriculty.  The  elVect  was  theatrical:  in  an  in^tant 
the  firine  ceased,  and  the  enemy  was  routed  in  all  directions.”  It 
was  announced  that  the  Umperor  Napoleon  would  enter  Itrussels  ou 
the  17th  !  Another  dispatch,  published  iu  the  Monitenr,  said, 
"The  noble  lord  must  have  been  confounded  I  Prisoners  are  taken 
by  bauds  ;  they  do  not  know  what  has  become  of  their  commanders ; 
the  loute  is  complete  on  this  side;  and  we  hope  to  hear  no  more  of 
the  Prussians  tor  some  time,  even  if  they  should  ever  be  able  to  rail)  . 
As  lor  the  English,  we  shall  now  see  w  hat  will  become  cf  them  1  The 
emperor  is  there  !” 
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of  artillery  almost  as  loud,  and  far  more  continuous, 
the  sky  was  overcast  with  clouds,  through  which 
the  sun  rarely  broke.  The  position  which  the  duke 
had  taken  up  was  in  front  of  the  village  of  Water¬ 
loo,  and  crossed  the  high  roads  from  Charleroi  and 
Nivelles;  it  had  its  right  thrown  back  to  a  ravine 
near  Merke-Braine,  which  was  occupied,  and  its  left 
extended  to  a  height  above  the  hamlet  of  Ter  la 
Haye,  which  was  likewise  occupied  ;  and  in  front 
of  the  right  centre,  and  near  the  Nivelles  road,  the 
troops  occupied  the  house  and  gardens  of  Hougou- 
mont,  which  covered  the  return  of  that  flank  ;  and 
in  front  of  the  left  centre  they  occupied  the  farm  of 
La  Haye  Sainte.*  “  By  our  left,”  continues  the 
Duke  of  Wellington,  “  we  communicated  with 
Marshal  Prince  Blucher  at  Wavre,  through  Ohain  ; 
and  the  marshal  had  promised  me  that,  in  case  we 
should  be  attacked,  he  would  support  me  with  one 
or  more  corps,  as  might  be  necessary.” t  In  the 
rear  of  the  British  centre  was  the  farm  of  Mont  St. 
Jean,  and  a  little  farther  behind  the  village  of  that 
name.  [The  French  often  call  the  battle  of 
Waterloo  the  “  Massacre  of  Mont  St.  Jean.”] 
Wellington’s  force  united  in  this  position  was 
72,720  men.  Of  this  number,  including  the 
King’s  German  Legion,  who  merited  to  be  classed 
with  English  troops,  36,273  w'ere  British,  7447 
were  Hanoverians  in  British  pay,  and  partly  com¬ 
manded  by  British  officers,  8000  were  Bruns- 
wickers,  and  21,000  were  Belgian  and  Nassau 
troops,  mostly  of  an  inferior  quality.  Many  of 
the  troops,  British  as  well  as  foreign,  had  never 
been  under  fire  before  this  campaign  ;  some  of 
them  were  little  better  than  raw  recruits ;  the  prime 
of  the  British  army  of  the  Peninsula  had  been  de¬ 
tached  to  North  America,  and  had  not  yet  returned  ; 
and  the  beggarly  government  of  Lisbon,  though  at 
one  time  it  had  promised  large  aid,  had  not  been 
able  to  send  so  much  as  a  battalion  of  those  Por¬ 
tuguese  troops  which  had  become  under  Wellington 
very  nearly  as  good  as  our  own  ;  and  the  British 
government,  though  disappointed  in  their  exjiecta- 
tions  of  contingents  and  auxiliaries  from  Germany, 
had  not  thought  proper  to  advance  the  small  sub¬ 
sidy  of  200,000/.,  which  the  duke  calculated  would 
be  enough  to  bring  him  a  good  Portuguese  force. 
The  enemy’s  troojis  w’ere  veterans,  almost  to  a  man  ; 
and  there  were  at  least  100,000  soldiers  of  the  same 
quality  behind  them  in  France.  Bonaparte  had 
collected  his  78,000  men  on  a  range  of  heights  in 
front  of  the  British  position,  and  nut  above  a  mile 
from  it :  his  right  was  in  advance  of  Plaiichenois, 
his  line  crossed  the  Charleroi  road  at  the  farm  of 
La  Belle  Alliance,  his  left  rested  on  the  Genajipe 
road.  Behind  the  French  the  ground  rose  consi¬ 
derably,  and  was  skirted  by  thick  woods  :  in  the 
rear  of  the  British  and  their  allies  the  old  forest  of 
Soignies  “  waved  above  thetn  her  green  leaves.” 
Early  in  the  morning,  when  Bonajiarte  mounted 
his  horse  to  survey  M’ellington’s  position,  he  could 
see  comparatively  but  few  troops.  This  induced 
him  to  fancy  that  the  British  general,  with  whom 

•  nUpatch  to  Etirl  Bathurst.  f  Irl. 
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lie  had  come  to  measure  himself,  was  eager  to  avoid 
the  strife,  and  had  beaten  a  retreat.  General  Foy, 
who  had  served  a  long  while  in  Spain,  and  who 
knew  by  experience  rather  more  of  the  British 
general  than  his  master  knew,  is  said  to  have 
replied,  “Wellington  never  shows  his  troops;  but, 
if  he  is  yonder,  I  must  warn  your  majesty  that  the 
English  infantry,  in  close  fighting,  is  the  very  devil ! 
(que  riiifanterie  Anglaise  en  duel  esl  le  diahle  ly’ 
\\Tien  that  infantry  began  to  work,  Bonajiarte  ex¬ 
claimed  to  some  officers  near  him,  “  I  could  never 
have  believed  that  the  English  had  such  fine  troops  !” 
Yet  this  was  but  a  confession  of  wilful  ignorance, 
for,  although  he  had  not  himself  seen  them  in  battle 
since  the  days  of  pigtails  and  powdered  heads, 
starch  and  stupidity,  or  since  the  siege  of  Toulon, 
he  ought  by  this  time  to  have  learned  what  British 
troops  were  from  the  reports  of  his  marshals, 
generals,  and  soldiers,  who  had  measured  them¬ 
selves  with  them  and  Wellington  in  the  Peninsula. 
Soult — for  that  honourable  man  was  among  the  mar¬ 
shals  who  had  broken  their  oaths  to  Louis XVIII., 
and  taken  the  new  ones  to  Napoleon — was  and  had 
been  fur  some  weeks  constantly  at  his  elbow ;  but 
Sordt  was  also  of  the  class  of  those  honourable  men 
who  could  resort  to  any  fiction  or  subterfuge  rather 
than  confess  the  honest  truth  that  they  had  been 
beaten.  Soult,  however,  is  said  to  have  added  his 
warning  to  that  of  Foy,  or  to  have  told  his  master 
that  his  victory  would  not  be  an  easy  one.  But, 
whatever  were  the  warnings,  it  seems  quite  certain 
that  Bonaparte  began  the  battle  with  a  confident 
assurance  of  success ;  for  he  knew'  his  own  supe¬ 
riority  in  artillery  and  in  numbers  to  Wellington, 
and  he  had  run  into  the  mistake  (the  greatest  mis¬ 
take  committed  by  any  one  party  during  this  brief 
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war)  of  believing  that  Marshal  Bliicher,  dispirited 
by  the  loss  he  had  suffered  at  Ligny,  would  con¬ 
tinue  his  retreat  in  order  to  avoid  Grouchy,  and 
would  not  rally  anywhere  near  enough  to  support 
Wellington,  or  to  renew  his  communications  with 
him. 

Soon  after  ten  o’clock  on  this  Sabbath  morn  a 
great  stir  was  observed  along  the  French  lines,  and 
particularly  near  the  farm  of  Rossome,  where  Bona¬ 
parte  then  stood  with  his  famous  Old  Guard. 
Columns  of  infantry  were  seen  forming ;  the  ca¬ 
valry  were  moving  about ;  the  parks  of  artillery 
were  brought  forward  with  great  noise  and  shout¬ 
ing.  And  presently  a  furious  attack  was  made 
upon  the  post  at  Hougoumont,  on  the  right  of  Wel¬ 
lington’s  centre.  Hougoumont,  with  its  farm-house 
and  garden,  was  occupied  by  a  detachment  from 
General  Byng’s  brigade  of  Guards,  who  maintained 
the  post  throughout  the  day  notwithstanding  the 
desperate  and  repeated  efforts  of  large  bodies  of  the 
enemy  to  obtain  possession.  This  first  attack  upon 
the  right  of  Wellington’s  centre  was  accompanied 
by  a  very  heavy  cannonade  upon  his  whole  line. 
This  cannonade  was  kept  up  nearly  throughout  the 
day,  being  intended  to  support  the  repeated  attacks 
of  cavalry  and  infantry,  occasionally  mixed  and 
occasionally  separate,  which  were  made  along  the 
whole  line  of  the  allies,  from  right  to  left,  from  left 
to  right.  Wellington  had  not  half  the  number  of 
guns  which  Bonaparte  brought  forward ;  but  such 
guns  as  he  had  were  admirably  served ;  and  the 
advanced  batteries  of  our  centre,  firing  case-shot, 
committed  a  fearful  havoc  upon  the  French  columns 
which  successively  attacked  Hougoumont  and  the 
brave  detachment  of  Guards  there  stationed.  The 
incessant  roar  of  cannon  on  both  sides,  for  so  many 
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hours,  gave  to  the  combat  a  peculiar  aud  awful 
character.  There  was  no  nianoeuviing  either  on 
the  part  of  Bonaparte  or  on  the  part  of  Wellington  ; 
the  object  of  the  British  general  was  to  maintain 
his  ])ositions  till  the  arrival  of  some  Prussian  corps 
should  enable  him  to  quit  them  and  crush  his 
enemy ;  the  object  of  his  adversary  was  to  drive 
him  from  those  positions,  and  to  crush  him  before 
Bluclier  should  be  able  to  send  a  single  battalion 
to  his  support.  And  to  this  end  Bonaparte  kept 
repeating  his  attacks  with  heavy  columns  of  in¬ 
fantry,  with  a  numerous  and  brilliant  cavalry,  and 
with  his  immense  artillery.  From  each  attempt 
his  columns  returned  shattered  and  thinned  ;  but 
fresh  columns  were  formed  and  hurled  against  the 
same  or  some  other  part  of  Wellington’s  line.  The 
repulses  were  numerous,  the  glimpses  of  success 
brief  and  few.  In  one  of  their  attacks  the  French 
carried  the  farm-house  of  La  Haye  Sainte,  as  a 
detachment  of  the  light  battalion  of  the  German 
Legion  w'hich  occupied  it  had  expended  all  their 
ammunition,  and  the  enemy  occupied  the  only 
communication  there  was  with  them.  But  before 
they  yielded  that  farm-house  those  brave  Germans 
were,  to  a  man,  either  killed  or  wounded  ;  and,  as 
the  French  gave  them  no  quarter,  they  all  died. 
Bonaparte  then  ordered  his  cavalry  to  charge  the 
British  infantry  in  squadrons  and  in  masses — to 
charge  home — to  charge  again  and  again — and  to 
find  out  some  way  through  those  ringing  muskets 
and  those  hedges  of  glittering  bayonets  1  But  this 
was  work  beyond  the  power  even  of  his  steel-clad 
cuirassiers  or  of  his  long-armed  Polish  lancers  : 
our  infantry  formed  in  squares,  and  the  best  of 
those  horsemen  bit  the  dust.  At  times  the  French 
cavalry  were  seen  walking  their  horses  about  our 
infrangible  squares  as  if  they  had  been  of  the  same 
army.  Some  of  their  regiments  gave  proof  not  only 
of  great  bravery,  but  also  of  rare  perseverance. 
All  their  efforts,  however,  w’ere  unavailing ;  and 
their  perseverance,  and  the  dogged  determination 
of  Buna))arte  in  throwing  them  forward  so  repeat¬ 
edly  to  do  what  they  were  clearly  incapable  of 
doing,  ended  in  their  almost  total  destruction. 
Their  coup  de  grace  was  hastened  by  a  magnificent 
charge  of  British  cavalry.  This  force  had  hitherto 
been  very  little  more  than  a  spectator  of  the  fight : 
it  had  suffered  somew'hat  from  the  incessant  French 
cannonade,  but  all  the  horses  that  were  not  wounded 
were  fresh  and  vigorous — and  there  were  horses 
there  of  the  true  high  English  breed,  and  riders  on 
them  whom  no  continental  cavalry  could  ho])e  to 
stand  apiinst.  At  the  proper  moment  the  Duke 
of  W  ellington  called  up  Lord  E.  Somerset’s  brigade 
of  heavy  cavalry,  consisting  of  the  Life  Guards,  the 
Royal  Hor.se  Guards,  and  the  1st  Dragoon  Guards, 
and  directed  them  to  charge  the  already  crippled 
and  disheartened  cavalry  of  Bonaparte.  These 
splendid  regiments  absolutely  rode  down  and  rode 
over  their  com))aratively  feeble  opponents ;  horses 
and  men  fell  at  their  shock  ;  the  cuirassiers,  whose 
breastplates  had  glittered  in  so  many  battles  and 
victories,  disappeared  from  the  world  as  a  corps, 


[Book  11 1. 

and  became  a  thing  that  had  been — they  were  com¬ 
pletely  cut  up.  When  Lord  E.  Somerset’s  brigade 
returned  from  their  charge,  they  brought  with  them 
about  2000  prisoners  and  an  imperial  eagle.  After 
this  almost  total  destruction  of  his  cavalry,  and 
after  the  frightful  reduction  of  his  columns  of  in¬ 
fantry,  Bonaparte  was,  if  not  as  good  as  beaten, 
at  the  least  put  into  a  condition  from  which  Wel¬ 
lington  could  have  had  nothing  to  apprehend,  even 
though  no  Prussians  had  come  up.  Except  the 
Guards,  every  part  of  the  French  army  had  been 
engaged,  repulsed,  and  frightfully  thinned.  Not  a 
point  of  the  British  position  had  been  carried — 
not  a  single  square  had  been  broken ;  and,  though 
our  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  had  been  great,  some 
of  the  Duke’s  troops  had  not  yet  been  engaged  at  all, 
and  all  were  full  of  heart  and  of  confidence  in  their 
great  leader.*  Such  was  the  state  of  the  battle  at 
about  seven  o’clock  in  the  evening,  when  General 
Bulow’s  Prussian  corps,  advancing  by  Frischer- 
mont  upon  Plunchenois  and  La  Belle  Alliance, 
began  to  engage  upon  the  French  right.  And  now 
was  the  crisis.  Bonaparte  called  forward  his  Guard, 
which  he  had  kept  in  reserve,  to  make  a  last  des¬ 
perate  effort  on  the  British  left  centre,  near  the 
faim  of  La  Haye  Sainte.  He  led  it  forward  in 
person  to  the  foot  of  the  allied  ])osition  ;  but  there 
he  turned  aside,  and  took  shelter  behind  some 
swellins  o-round  ;  the  Guard  moved  onward  and 
left  him  there.  He  ought  to  have  gone  on  with  it, 
and  to  have  died  with  it ;  but  he  neither  headed  it 
nor  follow'ed  it ;  nor  did  he  during  any  part  of  this 
day  expose  his  person  freely  in  the  melee  of  battle, 
as  he  had  done  in  the  spring  of  1814  in  the  battles 
of  Craonne,  Arcis-sur-Aube,  and  in  other  affairs. 
Marshal  Ney  went  on  with  that  great  forlorn  hope, 
and,  unluckily  for  himself,  was  not  killed.  The 
Guard  advanced  in  two  massy  columns,  leaving 
four  battalions  of  the  Old  Guard  in  reserve,  or 
near  to  the  spot  where  Bonaparte  sat  on  his  horse 
rigid  and  fixed  like  a  statue.  They  moved  reso¬ 
lutely  on,  wuth  supported  arms,  under  a  destructive 
fire  from  the  British  position.  They  were  met  by 
General  Maitland’s  brigade  of  English  Guards,  and 
General  Adams’s  brigade,  which  were  rapidly 
moved  from  the  right,  and  over  the  brow  of  the 
position  by  the  Duke  of  W'ellington  in  person, 
who  formed  them  four  deep,  and  flanked  their  line 
by  artillerv.  When  within  fifty  yards  from  this 
British  line,  the  French  Guards  attempted  to  de¬ 
ploy  ;  but  the  close  fire  upon  them  was  too  terrible  ; 

*  General  Clflusewitz  may  bo  taken  a.s  a  competent  and  as  an  unpre¬ 
judiced  authority.  IC  lie  had  prejudices,  they  were  not  likely  to  he  in 
favour  of  Wellington  and  against  BlUther.  Clausewiiz  was  chief  of 
the  stuff  to  the  tliird  corps  of  the  Prussian  army.  lie  knocks  on  the 
head  the  nonsense  that  has  been  circulated  by  incurred  and  incom¬ 
petent  writers  about  Wellinjiton’s  having  exliausled  his  reserves  in 
the  aclion.  He  enumerates  the  tenth  British  brigade,  the  whole  divi 
sion  of  Chasse,  and  the  cavalry  of  Collaert,  as  having  been  UUle  or  not 
at  all  engaged — and  to  these  he  might  have  addeil  two  entire  brigades 
of  light  cavalry. 

General  Clausewitz  also  expresses  a  positive  opinion,  that,  even  had 
the  whole  of  (irouehy’s  force  come  up  at  Waterloo  (which  it  could  not 
do.  and  which  it  wa.s  prevented  from  doing  by  Bonaparte’s  lamentable 
mistake  about  Bliicher,  and  by  the  po.-iitive  orders  he  had  liinuclf 
given  to  (irouchy)  the  Duke  of  Wellington  would  have  had  nothing  to 
fear  pending  Blueher’s  arrival. — General  Clavstwilz,  died  in  ^uar- 
tcrly  Rev.i  iVy.  CXL.,  Art.  Life  of  Biiicher,  ffc. 
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their  flanks  were  enveloped  by  some  of  our  Guards  ; 
they  got  mixed  together  in  a  confused  mass  ;  in  that 
mass  they  were  slaughtered  ;  they  were  broken  ; 
they  gave  way  down  the  slope  of  the  hill  in  irre¬ 
trievable  confusion.  There  was  no  more  fighting; 
that  Grand  Army  of  Bonaparte — the  last  of  all, 
and  the  most  desperate  of  all — never  again  stood 
nor  attempted  to  rally  anywhere  :  all  the  rest  of  the 
work  was  headlong,  unresisted  pursuit,  slaughter 
of  fugitives  who  had  entirely  lost  their  military 
formation,  and  capture  of  prisoners,  artillery,  and 
spoils.  The  army  was  destroyed,  as  an  army, 
before  the  pursuit  began  ;  its  organization  was  lost 
with  the  defeat  of  the  Guard  ;  if  it  had  not  been 
so,  the  pursuit  by  the  Prussians  could  not  possibly 
have  been  such  easy  duty — there  could  not  have 
been  so  perfect  a  debacle.  As  the  broken  Imperial 
Guard,  or  all  that  remained  of  it,  reeled  away  from 
the  British  position,  and  as  Bonaparte,  after  having 
cried,  in  the  accents  of  agony  and  despair,  “  They 
are  mixed  !  they  are  mixed  !”  was  spurring  to  the 
rear,  as  the  blaze  of  Bulow’s  cannon  on  the  right 
of  the  French  became  visible,  and  as  Marshal 
Blticher  joined  in  person  with  a  corps  of  his  army 
to  the  left  of  the  British  line,  by  Ohain,  Wellington 
moved  forward  his  whole  line  of  infantry,  supported 
by  the  cavalry  and  artillery,  headed  it  himself,  and 
swept  away  all  before  him.  “  This  attack,”  he 
says,  “  succeeded  in  every  point :  the  enemy  was 
forced  from  his  positions  on  the  heights,  and  ded 
in  the  utmost  confusion,  leaving  behind  him,  as  far 
as  I  could  judge,  150  pieces  of  cannon,  with  their 
ammunition,  which  all  fell  into  our  hands.”  In 
the  meanwhile  the  Prussians  had  got  into  a  bloody 
struggle,  principally  at  the  village  of  Planchenois. 
Tills  village  had  been  stormed  and  re-taken  three 
several  times ;  the  French  had  nowhere  fought 
more  desperately,  and,  before  they  were  completely 
driven  out,  the  Prussians  sustained  a  terrible  loss 
in  killed  and  wounded.  At  a  farm-house,  called 
“  Maison  Rouge,”  or  “  Maison  du  Roi,”  at  a  short 
distance  behind  the  farm  of  La  Belle  Alliance,  the 
Duke  of  Wellington  and  Marshal  Bliicher  met. 
The  old  Prussian,  in  the  manner  of  his  country, 
embraced  and  hugged  his  victorious  partner.  Here 
Wellington  gave  orders  for  the  halt  and  bivouac 
of  his  own  fatigued  troops,  and  handed  over  the 
task  of  further  pursuit  to  the  Prussian's.  Bliicher 
swore  he  would  follow  up  the  French  with  his  last 
horse  and  his  last  man.  He  started  off  immediately 
with  two  Prussian  corps,  w'ho,  as  they  took  their 
departure,  received  three  cheers  from  the  English 
army.  “  The  Guard  dies,  but  does  not  surrender  !” 
was  a  self-flattering  fiction  which  the  French  after- 
■wards  recorded  in  prose  and  in  rhyme,  in  pictures 
and  all  manner  of  ways ;  but  these  flying  Guards 
really  surrendered  in  heaps ;  and  one  of  the  first 
hauls  Bliicher  made  was  the  capture  of  sixty  pieces 
of  cannon  belonging  to  the  said  Imperial  Guard. 
These  guns  were  taken  so  near  to  the  field  of  battle 
as  the  village  of  Genappe,  and  with  them  were 
captured  carriages,  baggage,  &c.  belonging  to  Bo¬ 
naparte  himself.  The  moon  had  risen,  and  in 
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broad  moonlight  the  Prussians  kept  up  the  chase. 
The  French,  when  they  could  not  run  fast  enough 
along  the  paved  causeway,  slipped  off  it  on  either 
side,  and  ran  across  fields,  and  into  woods,  where 
many  were  found  afterwards,  dead  or  grievously 
wounded.  The  wounded,  several  days  after  the 
battle,  continued  to  be  picked  up  in  these  places 
and  to  be  carried  into  Brussels,  where  they  were 
humanely  attended  by  British  surgeons.  The  high 
road,  says  General  Gneisenau,  resembled  the  sea¬ 
shore  alter  some  great  shipwreck ;  it  was  covered 
with  cannon,  caissons,  carriages,  baggage,  arms, 
and  wreck  of  every  kind.  In  some  of  the  villages 
along  the  high  road  the  fugitives  attempted  to  rest 
for  a  time,  and  now  and  then — infantry  of  the  line. 
Imperial  Guards,  Polish  lancers,  cuirassiers,  artil¬ 
lerymen,  dragoons,  all  mixed  together — they  even 
made  a  show  of  maintaining  their  ground  ;  but 
the  beat  of  the  Prussian  drum,  or  the  sound  of  the 
Prussian  trumpet,  threw  them  into  fresh  panics, 
and  away  they  went,  or,  staying,  suffered  them¬ 
selves  to  be  knocked  dowm  in  heaps  like  cattle. 
At  one  place  800  of  them  were  dispatched.  The 
loss  of  the  enemy  in  this  flight  was  even  beyond 
that  on  their  retreat  from  Leipzig ;  and  they  did 
not  cease  flying  until  they  had  passed  all  their 
frontier  fortresses.  They  then  dispersed  all  over 
the  country,  selling  their  arms  and  horses,  and 
running  to  their  homes.  In  the  retreat,  and  in  the 
three  battles  they  had  fought  within  three  days, 
the  French  lost  in  killed  and  wounded  more  than 
30,000  men  ;  but,  what  was  of  still  more  import¬ 
ance,  their  spirit  was  beaten  out  of  them,  and  that 
army  was  indeed  too  thoroughly  broken  up  ever  to 
join  again. 

In  the  meanwhile  the  British  and  their  allies, 
by  the  same  broad  moonlight,  were  counting  their 
dead  and  picking  up  their  wounded,  or  rather  they 
were  making  a  beginning ;  for  those  sad  occupa¬ 
tions  occupied  not  only  that  night,  but  the  whole 
of  the  following  morning.  The  loss  had  been 
immense,  and  in  some  corps  almost  unprecedented. 
The  British  and  Hanoverians  alone  had  2432 
killed  and  9528  wounded  in  the  battle  of  Waterloo. 
These  numbers  being  added  to  the  losses  sustained 
at  Quatre  Bras  on  the  16th,  make  a  total  of  near 
15,000  men  put  hors  cle  combat,  in  an  army  of 
about  36,000  men!  If  we  deduct  some  4000  or 
5000  men  of  this  army  who  w'ere  not  actually  en¬ 
gaged  in  either  of  the  two  battles,  we  shall  find 
that  one-half  of  this  army  was  killed  or  wounded. 
The  loss  in  officers  w'as  quite  proportionate  to  the 
loss  in  men  ;  more  than  600  officers,  British  and 
Hanoverians,  were  killed  or  wounded  at  Waterloo 
alone.  General  Picton,  who  had  been  badly 
wounded  at  Quatre  Bras,  and  who  had  concealed 
his  hurts,  was  shot  through  the  brain  early  in  the 
battle  of  Waterloo,  as  he  was  leading  his  division 
to  a  bayonet  charge.  General  Sir  William  Pon- 
sonby,  who  commanded  that  brigade  of  heavy 
cavalry  which  did  such  execution  upon  the  French, 
was  killed  by  a  Polish  lancer :  his  relative.  Sir 
Frederick  Ponsonby,  was  shot  through  the  body 
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by  a  Frenchman,  was  ridden  over  by  the  charging 
cavalry,  and  was  speared,  as  he  lay  bleeding  and 
helpless  on  the  ground,  by  a  savage  Polish  lancer ; 
but  he  miraculously  recovered,  and  lived  to  charm 
all  those  who  knew  him  for  many  years  after. 
Colonel  de  Lancey,  Wellington’s  excellent  quarter¬ 
master-general,  was  killed  by  a  cannon-shot  in  the 
middle  of  the  action.  Tlie  Earl  of  Uxbridge, 
General  Cooke,  General  Halkett,  General  Barnes, 
General  Baron  Allen,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lord 
Fitzroy  Somerset,  and  the  Prince  of  Orange,  were 
all  among  the  wounded,  and  most  of  them  were 
severely  wounded.  Lieutenant-Colonel  the  Hon. 
Sir  Alexander  Gordon  died  of  his  wounds  soon 
after  the  battle.  The  gallant  Duke  of  Brunswick 
had  perished  on  the  16th  at  Quatre  Bras,  fighting 
at  the  head  of  his  Black  Hussars.  The  officers  of 
several  foreign  nations,  who  came  to  volunteer 
their  services  to  the  Duke  at  this  crisis,  were  not 
respected  by  the  balls  and  bullets  :  the  Austrian 
General  Vincent  was  wounded;  and  Count  Pozzo 
di  Borgo,  who  was  then  both  a  general  and  a 
diplomatist  to  the  Emperor  Alexander,  received  a 
contusion.*  Of  Wellington’s  staff  there  was 
hardly  an  officer  but  was  hit.  At  one  moment  he 
had  no  officer  near  him  to  carry  an  immediate 
order,  except  a  young  Piedmontese  gentleman  of 
the  family  of  di  Salis.  “  Were  you  ever  in  a 
battle  before  ?”  said  the  Duke. — “  No,  Sir,”  replied 
the  young  officer.  “  Then,”  said  the  Duke,  you 
are  a  lucky  man ;  for  you  will  never  see  such  an¬ 
other.”  t 

The  war  w'as  finished.  A  few  words  must  com¬ 
prise  all  we  can  say  about  the  movements  of 
Grouchy,  which  have  been  so  absurdly  misrepre¬ 
sented  and  falsified.  When  Bliicher  withdrew 
from  Ligny,  Bonaparte  drew  not  only  the  incor¬ 
rect  conclusion  that  he  would  continue  his  retreat 
like  one  wlio  acknowledged  himself  to  be  beaten, 
but  also  the  equally  incorrect  conclusion  that  he 
must  retreat  by  Namur,  by  which  means  he  must 
lose  his  communication  with  Wellington.  But 
Bliicher  was  neither  beaten  nor  dispirited ;  and, 
instead  of  going  to  Namur,  he  went  to  Wavre,  even 
as  preconcerted  with  the  British  commander. 
Bonaparte  likewise  expected  that  Grouchy  and  his 
32,000  men  would  accelerate  Bliicher’s  retreat, 
would  throw  the  Prussians  into  confusion,  and 
effectually  prevent  their  thinking  about  their  Eng- 
glish  allies.  The  orders  given  to  Grouchy  were 
imperative ;  they  left  nothing  to  the  discretion  of 
that  general  ;  he  was  to  follow  Bliicher,  to  get  on 
his  skirt,  and  stick  to  it;  if  Bliicher  should  rally, 
he  was  to  light  him  :  the  emperor  himself  would 
give  an  account  of  Lord  Wellington.  The  whole 
of  this  plan  vvas  founded  ujion  ignorance  and  ])re- 
sumption ;  but  Grouchy  was  not  to  blame.  This 
general  was  not  ordered  to  move  until  after  the 
hour  of  noon  of  the  17th.  On  the  morning  of  the 
18th,  as  the  battle  was  beginning  at  Waterloo,  he 
came  in  sight,  not  of  Bliicher’s  whole  army,  but 
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of  the  third  corps  of  that  army,  consisting  of 
16,000  men ;  and  this  single  corps,  admirably 
commanded  by  General  Thielman,  and  well  posted 
on  the  banks  of  the  little  river  Dyle,  defended  the 
passage  of  that  river  at  Wavre,  and  gave  Grouchy 
and  his  32,000  men  full  employment  for  several 
hours,  and  thus  enabled  Bliicher  to  move  off  to  his 
right,  in  order  to  keep  his  appointment  with  Wel¬ 
lington.  The  Prussian  Thielman  is  entitled  to  as 
much  fame  as  any  single  general  officer  that  fought 
on  this  memorable  day.  Grouchy,  indeed,  effected 
the  passage  of  the  Dyle  towards  evening — not  at 
Wavre,  but  at  Limales — but  it  was  now  too  late 
for  his  purpose ;  he  could  no  longer  have  a  chance 
of  dividing  the  Prussian  army,  or  of  forcing  Blii- 
cher  to  concentrate  his  force  and  abandon  his  great 
ally.  Bliicher,  in  fact,  was  already  giving  the 
hand  to  Wellington  at  Waterloo;  he  had  thrown 
himself  between  Grouchy  and  Bonaparte  ;  so  that, 
even  if  he  should  crush  or  dislodge  Thielman, 
Grouchy  could  have  no  possible  means  of  joining 
his  emperor.  [From  the  ground  where  he  stood 
to  the  French  positions  at  Waterloo  was  a  march 
of  thiiteen  or  fourteen  good  English  miles;  it  was 
already  twilight,  and  his  troops  were  fatigued,  so 
that  the  distance  alone  must  have  prevented  his 
joining  his  master  in  time  to  be  of  any  use,  even  if 
Bulow  and  Bliicher  had  not  stood  between.]  But 
Thielman  was  neither  crushed  nor  dislodged  during 
the  whole  of  the  18th ;  he  kept  his  position  during 
the  night,  protecting  both  the  flank  and  rear  of  the 
Prussian  army,  guarding  one  road  which  led  upon 
Brussels,  and  finding  Grouchy  full  employment; 
and  with  his  unequal  nunrbers  he  continued  the 
struggle  for  some  hours  on  the  19th,  when  the 
French  grand  army  was  no  more.  Nor  was  it 
until  Vandamme  had  turned  Thielman’s  right 
flank,  that  that  sturdy  and  worthy  follower  of  Blii- 
cher  abandoned  Wavre,  and  began  an  orderly 
retreat  on  Louvain.  He  knew  he  had  nothing 
more  to  do  at  Wavre;  he  knew  that  nothing  was 
left  to  Grouchy  and  his  corps  but  a  precipitate 
retreat,  for  he  had  received  from  the  field  of 
Waterloo  a  very  satisfactory  account  of  all  that 
had  been  done  there  on  the  18th.  The  news 
reached  Grouchy  a  little  later,  and  then  that 
marshal  fell  rapidly  back  upon  the  frontier  of 
France,  conducting  his  retreat  in  a  manner  which 
did  honour  to  him  as  a  general. 

The  first  man  that  carried  to  Paris  the  news  of 
his  irretrievable  disaster  was  Bonaparte  himself. 
Leaving  his  brother  Jerome  on  the  frontier  to  try 
and  rally  some  of  the  remains  of  the  army,  he  flew 
to  the  capital,  where  he  arrived  during  the  night 
of  the  20th,  to  find  that  his  chamber  of  representa¬ 
tives  was  now  far  more  hostile  to  him  than  the 
corps  had  been  on  his  flight  from  Leip¬ 

zig.  To  Caulaincourt  he  said  that  the  army  was, 
indeed,  lost;  that  it  had  performed  prodigies,  when 
a  sudden  panic  seized  it  and  ruined  all ;  that  Ncy 
had  conducted  himself  like  a  madman,  throwing 
aw  ay  all  the  cavalry ;  that  there  was  nothing  more 
to  be  done !  When  he  recovered  a  little  more 
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composure,  his  first  thoughts  were  how  he  could 
break  up  the  constitution  he  had  sworn  to  on  the 
Ist  of  June;  how  he  could  get  rid  of  the  two 
Chambers,  and  seize  the  absolute  and  undivided 
power  of  a  dictator.  The  Chambers,  anticipating 
his  blows,  declared  their  session  permanent,  and 
demanded  his  abdication.  Lafayette,  who  had 
been  once  more  brought  upon  the  scene  by.  cir¬ 
cumstances  which  he  had  not  helped  to  make,  and 
over  which  he  had  no  more  control  than  the  maker 
of  an  almanac  has  over  the  tempest  which  blows, 
or  the  sun  which  rises  and  sets,  made  an  oration 
in  the  style  of  1191,  applauded  the  civism  and 
])atriotism  of  the  national  guards  of  Paris,  and 
induced  the  representatives  to  declare  that  any 
attempt  to  dissolve  them  should  be  high  treason. 
Lucien  Bonaparte  appeared  before  the  House,  and 
harangued  and  pleaded  for  Napoleon;  but  there 
was  no  army  now,  as  on  the  ISth  Brumaire,  to 
second  Lucien’s  eloquence,  and  make  the  members 
jump  out  of  tlie  windows,  as  at  St.  Cloud;  and  so 
Lucien  made  no  impression  on  the  assembly.  The 
House  of  Peers  lagged  a  little  behind  ;  but  not  for 
long.  The  peers,  though  all  Bonapartists,  con¬ 
curred  with  the  representatives  in  the  fact  that  it 
was  only  one  man  that  stood  between  France  and 
peace ;  but  many  of  them  would  have  substituted 
Napoleon  II.  for  Napoleon  L,  or  would  have  de¬ 
clared  the  son  of  Maria  Louisa  Emperor  of  the 
French,  with  his  mother  for  regent.  Lucien, 
Charles  Labedoyere,  Count  Flahault,  Marshal 
Davoust,  and  Carnot  strongly  supported  this  pro¬ 
ject  in  the  House.  Davoust,  as  war  minister,  read 
a  report  of  the  military  resources  of  the  country, 
and  Carnot,  following  him,  endeavoured  to  prove 
that  the  report  was  a  true  one,  and  that  France 
was  still  able  to  defend  itself  against  the  armies  of 
Wellington  and  Bliicher,  which  were  already  on 
their  panic-stricken  frontier,  and  against  all  the 
armies  of  Europe.  But  here  Ney,  who  had  just 
arrived,  full  of  rage  and  despair,  interrupted  Car¬ 
not,  and  gave  the  he  direct  both  to  that  ci-devant 
Jacobin  republican  and  to  Marshal  Davoust,  ex¬ 
claiming,  “  That  is  false  !  That  is  false !  You 
are  deceiving  the  peers  and  the  people  !  Welling¬ 
ton  is  coming  !  Bliicher  is  not  beaten  !  There  is 
nothing  left  but  the  corps  of  Marshal  Grouchy  ! 
In  six  or  seven  days  the  enemy  will  be  here!” 
The  peers  rvere  all  aghast.  At  this  moment  Joseph 
and  Lucien  Bonaparte,  Labedoyere,  Flahault,  and 
others  entered  the  House  in  full  dress,  and  wfith 
plumed  hats  on  their  giddy  heads :  they  came 
from  the  Tuileries  ;  they  came  to  announce  the 
volvntary  abdication  of  Napoleon  I.,  and  to  pro¬ 
claim  Napoleon  H.  ;  and  they  shouted,  “  The 
emperor  is  politically  dead  !  Long  live  Napoleon 
the  Second!”  But  Ney’s  stern  truths  still  filled 
the  House,  and  prevented  the  echoes  which  might 
have  followed  this  proclamation  of  the  little  King 
of  Rome.  Most  of  these  peers,  whose  patents  were 
not  a  month  old,  shook  their  heads,  and  said  it 
could  not  be  :  some  referred  to  the  declaration  of 
the  allied  sovereigns,  that  they  would  never  treat 


with  a  member  of  the  Bonaparte  family  ;  and  some 
directly  opposed  the  proposition.  Upon  this, 
Charles  Labedoyere  fell  into  a  transport  of  fury, 
and  threatened  them  all  with  destruction.  In 
reward  for  his  treason  at  Grenoble,  Bonaparte  had 
promoted  this  young  colonel  to  the  rank  of  lieute¬ 
nant-general,  and  had  made  him  a  peer.  La¬ 
bedoyere  had,  therefore,  not  only  much  to  lose,  but 
much  to  fear  from  the  return  of  the  Bouibons. 
The  peers  cried  shame,  and  called  him  to  order ; 
but  nothing  could  stop  him.  “  Najioleon,”  he 
cried,  “  has  abdicated,  but  only  on  condition  of  his 
son  succeeding  him!”  He  said  that,  if  the 
Chambers  would  not  acknowledge  the  son,  then 
the  father  ought  to  keep  the  sword  in  his  hand, 
surrounded  by  the  soldiers  ;  and  he  proposed — in 
the  language  as  well  as  in  the  spirit  of  the  Reign 
of  Terror — that  every  Frenchman  who  quitted  the 
standard  of  Napoleon  should  be  declared  infamous, 
that  his  house  should  be  razed  to  the  ground,  and 
that  not  only  he  but  his  family  also  should  be  pro¬ 
scribed.  “  Then  we  shall  have  no  more  traitors 
to  the  emperor!”  So  said  Labedoyere  in  1815. 
“  Cut  me  off  a  hundred  thousand  more  heads  of 
aristocrats,  proscribe  all  the  rest,  and  burn  their 
houses  to  the  ground,  and  we  shall  have  no  more 
traitors  to  the  republic  !”  So  said  Marat  in  1792. 
After  uttering  these  gentle  propositions,  Labedoyere 
rushed  out  of  the  Chamber  of  Peers  and  returned 
to  his  master  to  recommend  him  to  crush  the  twm 
chambers  with  a  military  force,  seize  the  most  ob¬ 
noxious  and  most  active  members,  summon  all  the 
soldiery  round  him  and  retire  towards  the  Loire, 
to  try  another  struggle  in  central  France.  Lucien, 
too,  had  advised  his  brother  to  dissolve  the  cham¬ 
bers  ;  and  Carnot  and  others  joined  Lucien  in 
remonstrating  against  his  abdication,  and  in  repre¬ 
senting  that  the  cession  in  favour  of  his  son  must 
remain  a  nullity.  But  Napoleon  signed  the  act 
of  abdication,  in  favour  of  his  son  Napoleon  IL,  on 
the  22nd  of  June;  and  he  determined  to  abide  by 
it,  or  at  the  least  to  give  up  a  hopeless  struggle. 
He  knew'  better  than  his  poetizing  brother  the  real 
state  of  affairs  ;  he  knew  that  the  Chamber  of  Re¬ 
presentatives  could  not  be  dissolved  like  the  Council 
of  Five  Hundred  ;  he  knew  that  the  great  majority 
of  the  peers  would  now  make  common  cause  with 
the  representatives,  and  that  the  two  chambers 
united  would  be  far  too  strong  for  him.  He  had 
a  much  livelier  sense  than  Lucien  could  have  of 
the  field  of  Waterloo,  and,  though  he  should  collect 
another  army,  he  knew  that  the  armies  of  all  Eu¬ 
rope  were  marching  against  him  ;  that,  while  Wel¬ 
lington  and  Bliicher  were  on  the  north-eastern  fron¬ 
tier,  the  Austrian  general  Frimont  was  marching 
through  Switzerland  and  Savoy  to  attack  on  that 
frontier,  that  Prince  Schwartzenberg  was  now  ready 
to  pour  enormous  forces  across  the  Rhine,  and  that 
the  Emperor  Alexander  was  not  far  off  with  200,000 
Russians.  The  allies  could  have  put  800,000  men 
into  France  before  the  end  of  the  month  of  July  ! 
After  his  abdication  Bonaparte  retired  to  Malmai- 
son,  where  his  wife  Josephine  had  died. 
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The  Chamher  of  Peers  set  up  a  provisional 
government,  consisting  of  Caulaincourt,  Quenett, 
Grenier,  Carnot,  and  Fouche — a  most  strange 
jumble  of  men  and  princi[)les.  Fonche,  who  had 
ten  times  more  craft,  cunning,  and  ability  than  all 
his  four  colleagues  put  together,  had  seen  clearly, 
ever  since  the  battle  of  Waterloo,  that  the  restora¬ 
tion  of  the  Bourbons  was  an  inevitable  necessity; 
and  he  shaped  his  course  accordingly,  not  at  all 
despairing  of  enjoying  as  much  pre-eminence  under 
Louis  XVIII.  as  he  had  ever  enjoyed  under  Napo¬ 
leon.  Minister  of  police,  minister  of  the  interior,  or 
minister  for  foreign  affairs,  Fouche  was  ready  for 
anything.  He  at  once  got  himself  named  presi¬ 
dent  of  this  commission  of  government,  and  took 
the  entire  direction  upon  himself,  treating  Carnot 
like  an  obstinate  old  fool,  and  the  rest  of  them  as 
nobodies.  This  strange  provisional  government, 
which  assumed  to  itself  all  the  powers  of  France, 
must  have  been  more  hateful  and  humiliating  to 
the  fallen  emperor  than  all  the  rest  of  his  disgraces; 
yet  still  he  lingered  at  Malmaison  for  nearly  a  whole 
week,  and  until  the  advance  of  Wellington  and 
Bliicher  rendered  his  further  stay  impossible. 

The  British  and  Prussian  armies  met  with  hardly 
any  the  feeblest  resistance  on  their  march  upon 
Paris.  On  the  1st  of  July,  Wellington  took  up  a 
position  a  few  short  miles  from  the  capital,  with 
his  right  upon  the  heights  of  Richebourg,  with  his 
left  upon  the  Forest  of  Bondy.  Bliicher  crossed  the 
Seine  at  St.  Germain  as  Wellington  advanced;  and 
on  the  2nd  of  July  the  right  of  the  Prussian  army 
was  at  Plessis-Piipiet,  its  left  at  St.  Cloud,  and  its 
reserve  at  Versailles.  Two  days  before  this,  while 
the  Duke  of  Wellington  was  at  Etrees,  five  com¬ 
missioners  were  sent  to  him  from  Paris  by  the 
provisional  government  to  negotiate  a  suspension 
of  hostilities.  These  negotiators  began  with  assert¬ 
ing  that  Bonaparte’s  abdication  had  virtually  put 
an  end  to  the  war.  The  duke  told  them  that  it 
was  impossible  for  him  to  consider  the  whole  trans¬ 
action  of  the  abdication  in  any  other  light  than  as 
a  trick  ;  and  that  he  could  not  stop  his  operations 
with  a  view  to  any  benefit  likely  to  result  from 
such  an  arrangement  to  the  object  the  allies  had 
in  view  in  the  war.  Fouche’s  commissioners  then 
said  that  they  had  every  reason  to  believe  that 
Napoleon  had  quitted  Paris  ;  and,  in  case  he  had 
not,  they  proposed  various  schemes  “  in  order  to 
get  rill  oj  him.”  One  of  their  schemes  was  to 
seize  him  and  send  him  to  England  ;  another,  to 
hand  him  over  to  his  father-in-law  the  Emperor  of 
Austria.  To  this  Wellington  replied  that  he  had 
no  (inlhorVy  to  settle  such  schemes ;  that  he  was 
quite  certain  that,  if  Napoleon  was  sent  to  Eng¬ 
land,  the  prince  regent  icoitld  keep  him  to  he 
dtspo.^ed  of  by  the  allies  hy  common  accord,  and 
that  he  had  no  reason  to  doubt  that  the  Emperor 
of  Austria  would  do  the  same.  He  further  told 
these  French  commissioners  that,  if  they  really 
intended  to  dispose  of  Bonaparte  in  that  way,  they 
had  much  better  send  him  at  once  to  Marshal 
lilucher  or  to  the  English  head-quarters.  The 
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Frenchmen  then  said  that  it  was  probable  he  was 
gone  to  Rochefort  to  embark  for  America,  or  that 
he  would  go  as  soon  as  he  should  hear  of  the  near 
approach  of  the  allied  armies,  and  before  they 
could  send  to  Paris ;  and  they  asked  the  duke 
whether  in  that  case  he  would  stop  his  operations. 
The  duke  told  them  that  Paris  contained  other 
dangerous  men;  that  besides  Napoleon  there  were 
his  adherents,  the  declared  enemies  of  the  allies, 
and  that  before  he  could  stop  his  operations  he 
must  see  some  steps  taken  to  re-establish  a  govern¬ 
ment  in  France  which  should  afford  the  allies  some 
chance  of  lasting  peace.  They  then  begged  to  know 
what  would  satisfy  the  allies  upon  this  point.  The 
duke  told  them  he  had  no  authority  even  from  his 
own  government,  and  much  less  from  the  allies,  to 
discuss  this  subject ;  that  all  he  could  do  was  to 
give  them  his  private  opinion,  and  that  this  opinion 
was  that  the  return  and  re-establishment  of  Louis 
XVIII.  was  a  sine  qua  non.  He  added  that  he 
wished,  as  a  private  individual,  tliat  the  French 
themselves  would  recall  the  king,  as  it  would  not 
then  appear  that  the  measure  had  been  forced  upon 
them  by  the  allied  armies.  In  the  same  private 
capacity,  he  expressed  his  conviction  that  Louis 
XVI 11.  would  consent  to  the  responsibility  of  mi¬ 
nisters,  and  to  other  constitutional  and  administra¬ 
tive  reforms  which  the  French  people  desired. 
While  the  'duke  was  talking,  he  received  Louis 
XVHI.’s  proclamation,  dated  Cambray,  the  28th 
of  June,  countersigned  by  Talleyrand.  He  handed 
the  paper  immediately  to  the  French  commissioners, 
pointing  out  to  them  the  king’s  promise  to  make  the 
very  alterations  in  his  administration  which  they 
had  proposed.  The  commissioners  took  objection 
to  certain  paragraphs  in  the  proclamation,  wlierein 
Louis  announced  the  intention  of  punishing  some 
of  those  concerned  in  the  plot  which  had  brouglit 
back  Bonaparte,  &c.  Although  not  named  as  yet, 
the  commissioners,  the  provisional  government,  and 
all  France  must  have  utiderstood  that  Marshal 
Ney  and  Labedoyere  were  included  in  this  traitorotis 
category  ;  and  that  the  government  of  Louis  XVH  I. 
reserved  to  itself  the  right  of  bringing  them  to  coti- 
dign  punishment.  The  commissioners  saw  the 
royal  jtroclamation  four  days  before  the  capitulation 
of  Paris.  To  their  remarks  on  the  avenging  para¬ 
graph  the  Duke  of  Wellington  had  nothing  to 
say  ;  and  they  themselves  really  appear  to  have 
said  or  thought  very  little  about  it.  We  call  at¬ 
tention  to  the  paragraph  only  in  order  to  prove 
that  the  provisional  government  and  Marshal  Da- 
voust  perfectly  well  knew  the  intention  of  Louis 
XV III.  with  regard  to  Ney,  Labedoyere,  and 
others,  three  or  four  days  before  they  concluded 
the  convention  of  Paris  with  Wellington  and  Blii- 
cher,  a  convention  in  which  the  case  of  those  trai¬ 
tors  was  not  provided  for  in  any  way.  Before  he 
left  them  the  commissioners  asked  categorically 
whether  the  appointment  of  a  regency  to  conduct 
the  affairs  of  the  French  government  in  the  name 
of  Napoleon  11.  would  be  likely  to  satisfy  the 
allies,  and  stop  his  grace’s  advance  upon  Paris  ? 
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or  whether  the  allies  would  be  satisfied  if  some 
other  prince  of  a  royal  House  were  called  to  the 
French  throne?  [It  is  well  known  that  a  certain 
party  already,  and,  indeed,  long  before  this  crisis, 
entertained  the  notion  of  giving  the  crown  to  the 
Duke  of  Orleans,  now  Louis  Philippe.]  To  the 
first  of  tliese  queries  Wellington  answered  “  Cer¬ 
tainly  not to  the  second  he  said  that  it  was  im¬ 
possible  for  him  to  answer  such  loose  questions.* 
On  the  following  day,  the  30ih  of  June,  those  com¬ 
missioners  returned  to  the  Duke’s  head-quarters 
to  assure  him,  in  positive  terms,  that  Bonaparte 
was  really  gone ;  and  to  demand  upon  that  ground 
alone  an  immediate  armistice.  Wellington  said 
he  was  not  unwilling  to  agree  to  an  armistice  upon 
the  following  conditions  : — 1.  That  he  and  Mar¬ 
shal  Bliicher  should  halt  in  their  present  advanced 
positions,  and  not  advance  nearer  to  Paris  ;  2.  That 
all  the  French  troops  should  retire  from  Paris  to 
the  country  behind  the  Loire;  3.  That  Paris 
should  be  held  by  the  national  guards  of  the  towm, 
until  the  king  should  order  otherwise.  The  com¬ 
missioners  said  that  the  provisional  government 
could  not  or  would  not  send  away  the  forces  be¬ 
yond  the  Loire  ;  upon  which  the  Duke  told  them 
that  he  would  not  consent  to  suspend  hostilities  as 
long  as  a  soldier  of  that  army  remained  in  Paris. 
“  In  fact,”  writes  his  grace  to  the  British  govern¬ 
ment,  “  if  they  were  to  restore  the  king,  and  his 
majesty  were  to  return  to  Paris,  the  troops  remain¬ 
ing  there,  his  majesty  w’ould  be  entirely  in  the 
hands  of  the  assemblies  and  of  the  army,  who  can¬ 
not  be  considered  in  any  other  light  than  as  the 
creatures  and  instruments  of  Napoleon.”  t  This 
army  in  and  round  Paris,  counting  shattered  and 
disorganised  corps,  fugitives  from  Waterloo,  and 
all,  was  estimated  by  the  provisional  government 
at  40,000  men.  It  probably  amounted  to  30,000  ; 
and,  obeying  the  impulses  of  Labedoyere  and  other- 
desperate  officers,  it  had  declared  for  Napoleon  II. 
Louis  XVI 11. ,  who  had  been  obliged  to  quit  Lille, 
his  first  place  of  refuge,  and  to  repair  to  the  city 
of  Ghent,  in  the  rear  of  the  allied  armies,  now 
followed  the  Duke  of  Wellington’s  recommendation, 
and  came  on  towards  Paris.  On  the  1st  of  July 
Marshal  Davoust  wrote  to  the  British  commander- 
in-chief  on  the  subject  of  the  armistice ;  but  the 
marshal  did  not  yet  adopt  the  terms  without  which 
'Wellington  had  determined  not  to  suspend  his 
movements  for  a  single  hour.  He  and  Bliicher 
had,  therefore,  advanced,  as  we  have  seen,  almost 
to  the  suburbs  of  the  French  capital.  In  taking 
up  his  positions  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Seine,  on 
the  2nd  of  July,  the  army  of  Napoleon  11.  offered 
some  resistance  to  old  Bliicher ;  and  there  was 
even  some  hard  fighting  on  the  heights  of  St. 
Cloud  and  Meudon,  and  in  the  village  of  Issy ;  but 
the  country  people  remained  neutral,  and  the 
Prussian  corps  of  General  Ziethen  surmounted 
every  obstacle.  On  the  3rd  of  July,  at  three 

•  .Si-(>  tlie  llukp  of  Wullingtou's  long  Difi[ialcU  to  K.iii  Bathurst, 
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o’clock  in  the  morning,  the  French  renewed  the 
attack,  and  attempted  to  recover  the  village  of 
Issy;  but  they  were  repulsed  with  considerable 
loss.  No  attempt  was  made  to  check  the  ap¬ 
proaches  or  molest  the  positions  of  the  British. 
The  provisional  government  and  Marshal  Davoust 
now  yielded  to  necessity,  and  to  the  terms  which 
the  Duke  of  Wellington  had  proposed  to  their 
commissioners  three  days  before,  with  this  im¬ 
portant  addition,  that  the  city  of  Paris,  the  heights 
of  Montmartre,  and  all  its  other  defences,  were  to 
be  put  quietly  in  the  possession  of  the  British  and 
Prussian  armies.  They  saw  that  Paris  was  now 
open  to  the  allies  on  its  vulnerable  side,  that  a 
communication  was  established  between  the  two 
allied  armies  on  opposite  sides  of  the  Seine,  by  a 
bridge  which  Wellington  had  established  at  Argen- 
teuil ;  and  that  a  British  corps  -w'as  likewise  moving 
upon  the  left  of  the  Seine  towards  the  bridge  of 
Neuilly;  and,  therefore,  they  sent  out  a  flag  of 
truce,  desiring  that  the  firing  might  cease  on  both 
sides  of  the  Seine,  and  that  negotiations  might  be 
opened  at  the  palace  of  St.  Cloud,  “  for  a  military 
convention  between  the  armies,  under  which  the 
French  army  should  evacuate  ParisF  *  Officers 
accordingly  met  on  both  sides  at  St.  Cloud  ;  and 
on  that  night  the  military  convention  was  con¬ 
cluded  by  three  French  officers,  one  English  officer, 
and  one  Prussian  officer ;  and  on  the  following  day 
it  was  approved  by  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  by 
Marshal  Bliicher,  and  by  Davoust,  who  acted  on 
the  part  and  in  the  name  of  the  French  army,  and 
the  ratifications  were  exchanged.  On  the  same 
day,  and  almost  before  his  signature  to  the  deed 
was  dry,  the  Duke  wrote  to  his  government,  “  This 
convention  decides  all  the  military  questions  at  this 
moment  existing  here,  and  touches  nothing  yoli- 
tical.”  t  The  French  troops,  as  by  this  agreement 
bound,  had  all  evacuated  Paris  by  the  Gth,  and 
had  begun  their  march  towards  the  Loire.  La- 
bc‘do3ere  is  said  to  have  gone  with  them,  or  to 
have  followed  them  beyond  the  Loire.  But  Mar¬ 
shal  Ney  fled  from  Paris  in  disguise  on  the  6th, 
with  a  passport,  given  to  him  by  Fouebe,  under  a 
feigned  name.  This  is  proof  enough  that  Ney  did 
not  consider  himself  included  in  the  convention  or 
capitulation.  When  he  so  fled,  he  knew-,  in  com¬ 
mon  with  all  Paris,  the  articles  of  that  capitulation  ; 
he  knew  that  there  w-as  not  one  of  them  which 
could  in  any  way  shield  him  against  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  Louis  XVII L;  he  knew  what  the  Duke 
of  Wellington  had  said  to  the  commissioners  on 
the  30th,  w'hen  he  handed  them  the  copy  of  the 
king’s  proclamation,  which  so  clearly  announced  the 
intention  of  punishing  some  of  the  Bonapartist 
plotters;  he  knew  that  the  provisional  government 
had  introduced  no  article,  clause,  or  paragraph,  to 

*  Dispatch  to  Earl  Bathurst,  dated  the  4th  of  July.  The  reader 
should  remember  llie  date  of  ihis  dispatch,  and  tlie  defiuitioii  of  the 
convention  here  ^iven  by  the  Duke  of  Wellington.  Tlie  dispatcli 
fully  shows  tliat  tlie  Duke  of  Wellington  did  at  no  time  consider  the 
convention  or  capitulation  of  Paris  as  touching  aiiyihing  political,  or 
as  i)reveutin5'  Louis  XVlIl.  from  bringing  Marshal  Ney,  Labedoyere, 
and  others  to  trial, 
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shield  him  and  others  in  his  predicament ;  he 
knew  that  the  Duke  of  Wellington  could  never 
have  agreed  to  negotiate  upon  such  a  subject ;  and 
therefore  it  was  that  he,  alike  conscious  of  his 
guilt  and  of  his  danger,  fled  in  an  ignominious 
manner  from  Paris  the  day  before  the  allied  ar¬ 
mies  took  possession  of  that  city.  At  the  mo¬ 
ment  he  fled,  Louis  XVIII.,  whom  he  had  be¬ 
trayed,  with  the  addition  of  so  many  exasperating 
circumstances,  was  at  St.  Denis,  only  eight  miles 
from  Paris. 

On  the  7th  of  July  the  British  and  Prussian 
armies  took  possession  of  Paris,  without  any  out¬ 
ward  or  visible  sign  of  that  beau  desespoir  with 
which  they  had  been  so  often  menaced.  The  Eng¬ 
lish  established  themselves  in  the  Bois  de  Boulogne, 
where  they  formed  an  encampment  :  the  Prussians 
occupied  some  of  the  churches,  and  bivouacked  at 
the  head  of  the  streets  and  along  the  quays  on  the 
Seine.  They  were  thus  brought  into  immediate 
contact  with  two  objects  which  roused  their 
nationality  and  inflamed  their  ire,  which  had  not 
been  cooled  since  their  fighting  at  Ligny  and 
Wavre,  or  since  their  re-entrance  into  France. 
These  obnoxious  objects  were  Bonaparte’s  bronzed 
column  of  victory  in  the  Place  Venddme,  which 
recorded  the  defeats  of  the  Prussians  as  well  as 
other  nations,  and  the  bridge  of  Jena,  which  had 
been  named  after  the  great  battle  whereby  Napo¬ 
leon  had  broken  up  the  Prussian  monarchy  for  a 
time,  and  had  broken  the  heart  of  the  fair  Prussian 
queen  for  ever.  There  was  not  a  heart  beating 
under  a  Prussian  breast  that  had  more  nationality, 
or  that  felt  these  things  more  acutely,  than  Blii- 
cher,  whose  body,  too,  had  been  scarred  with 
wounds  in  that  disastrous  campaign.  He,  there¬ 
fore,  thought  it  no  sin,  and  no  questionable  act,  to 
pull  down  the  column  of  a  man  who  had  destroyed 
the  pillar  which  commemorated  the  great  Prussian 
victory  of  Rosbach,  and  who  had  plundered  the 
tomb  of  Frederick  the  Great,  or  to  blow  into  the 
air  the  bridge  of  Jena.  His  people  were  actually 
at  work  upon  the  bridge  with  the  insufferable 
name,  when  the  Duke  of  Wellington  interfered. 
Tlie  British  commander-in-chief  gently  represented 
that  the  destruction  of  the  bridge  would  be  highly 
disagreeable  to  Louis  XVIII.,  as  well  as  to  the 
French  people ;  that  it  was  not  a  military  measure, 
but  one  likely  to  attach  to  the  character  of  their 
joint  operations,  and  to  be  of  military  importance; 
that  the  bridge,  as  a  monument,  must  not  be  de¬ 
stroyed,  as  such  destruction  was  inconsistent  with 
the  promise  given  to  the  French  commissioners 
during  the  late  negotiation  at  St.  Cloud,  namely, 
that  the  public  monuments,  museums,  &c.,  should 
be  reserved  for  the  decision  of  the  allied  sovereigns ; 
and,  finally,  that  the  French  government  were 
quite  willing  to  change  the  name  of  the  bridge, 
which  was  the  only  offensive  part  of  it.*  “  Mar- 

*  All  that  I  ask,"  added  the  Duke,  “  is,  that  the  execution  of  the 
orders  j^iven  tor  the  tlcstrtiction  of  the  hiidge  may  be  suspendeti  till 
the  sovereigns  shall  arri\'e  here,  vs  hen,  it  it  should  be  agreed  by  com¬ 
mon  accord  that  ihe  bridge  oiiylit  to  he  destroved,  I  shall  have  no 
Letter  tu  Frince  lil'udici',  lialcd  Varis^  ^ih  Jult/. 
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shal  Forwards,”  moreover,  could  see  no  harm  in 
levying  a  military  contribution  of  100,000,000 
francs  upon  the  city  of  Paris  ;  for  had  not  Bona¬ 
parte  and  the  French  done  worse  than  this  in 
Berlin  ?  and  how  had  the  French  recompensed  the 
allies  for  their  forbearance  and  generosity  last  year 
when  Paris  was  in  their  power  ?  Upon  this  point 
also  the  Duke  of  Wellington  interposed  ;  and,  after 
some  grumbling,  the  rough  old  Prussian  consented 
that  the  bridge  of  Jena  should  stand,  and  that  no 
military  contribution  should  be  imposed  upon  the 
Parisians. 

On  the  8th  of  July,  Louis  XVHI.  re-entered 
Paris,  escorted  by  the  national  guard.  On  the 
preceding  day  Fouche  told  his  colleagues  of  the 
provisional  government  that  they  must  resign  their 
functions,  and  that  the  two  Chambers  ought  to 
dissolve  themselves  or  adjourn,  as  the  capital  was 
in  the  hands  of  the  English  and  Prussians,  and 
their  deliberations  w'ere  no  longer  free.  Caulain- 
court,  Carnot,  Grenier,  and  Quenett,  could  say 
little  to  this,  and  could  offer  no  opposition  (it 
appears,  indeed,  that  both  Caulaincourt  and  Carnot 
were  packing  up  their  portmanteaus  to  be  gone  ; 
for  the  one  had  kidnapped  the  Due  d’Enghien, 
and  the  other  had  voted  for  the  death  of  Louis 
XVI.)  ;  and  the  Chamber  of  Peers,  thinned  by  the 
flight  or  retreat  of  fierce  Labedoyere  and  so  many 
other  hot  Bonapartists,  had,  in  fact,  already 
reached  its  dissolution.  The  Chamber  of  Repre¬ 
sentatives  refused  to  consider  their  mission  as 
terminated,  and  voted,  upon  the  message  wFich 
Fouche  sent  them,  that  they  were  sitting  in  the 
name  of  the  French  people,  and  would  continue  to 
sit  till  separated  by  force.  On  the  day  the  king 
entered  the  city,  General  Desolles,  commander  of 
the  national  guard,  shut  up  both  Chambers,  and 
put  his  seal  on  the  doors.  Louis  XVIII.  quietly 
resumed  the  government.  In  reward  for  the  ser¬ 
vices  he  had  rendered,  and  in  expectation  of  further 
assistance  from  his  master  craft,  Fouche  was  re¬ 
stored  to  his  old  post  of  minister  of  police.  Fresh 
assurances  were  given  that  the  restored  king  had 
no  wish  to  be  other  than  a  constitutional  sove¬ 
reign  ;  and  preparations  were  at  once  made  for 
giving  to  the  French,  if  not  the  most  perfect  of 
constitutions,  a  vast  deal  more  liberty  than  they 
had  ever  enjoyed,  either  before  the  revolution  of 
1789,  or  since. 

Bonaparte  bad  arrived  at  Rochefort  on  the  3rd. 
News  was  rapidly  conveyed  to  him  from  Paris  of 
everything  that  passed ;  and  in  the  course  of  a  few 
days  he  had  some  communications  with  officers 
who  were  retiring  with  the  troops  beyond  the 
Loire.  It  is  said  that  at  one  moment  he  thought 
of  joining  those  troops ;  but  it  is  exceedingly 
doubtful  w'hether  he  ever  seriously  entertained  so 
desperate  a  project,  and  equally  doubtful  whether 
he  would  have  been  allowed  by  General  Becker 

The  name  of  tlie  bridge  xvas  changed,  but  only  to  be  changed  again  a 
few  years  later.  Ever  since  the  revolution  of  1830  it  has  gone  by  no 
other  name  tlian  that  of  Pont  dc  Jc«a.  Tlie  TavUians  seem  to  have 
considered  this  restoration  of  a  word  as  one  of  the  substantial  benefits 
of  the  three  glorious  days  of  July,  18.30. 
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and  his  escort  to  fly  beyond  the  Loire,  there  to 
light  the  flames  of  civil  war,  as  w’ell  as  those  of 
foreign  war.  He  soon  saw  that  the  country  was 
tranquilly  submitting  to  the  Bourbons,  and  that 
the  sea,  covered  with  English  squadrons  and 
cruisers,  offered  him  no  chance  of  escape  to  Ame¬ 
rica.  The  ‘  Bellerophon  ’  ship-of-the-line.  Captain 
Maitland,  and  some  of  our  frigates  were  in  the 
roads.  There  were  two  or  three  small  armed 
French  vessels  in  port;  but  their  officers  told  him 
that  they  could  neither  fight  nor  escape  from  the 
English  ships.  Fie  then  bargained  with  a  Danish 
merchant-vessel,  and  devised  how  he  might  con¬ 
ceal  himself  in  the  hold  of  that  craft ;  but  the 
honest  Danish  skipper — who  might  have  taken  his 
money,  have  led  him  alongside  one  of  our  cruisers, 
and  have  safely  abided  the  consequences — told  him 
that  concealment  would  be  impossible  if  the  Eng¬ 
lish  searchers  boarded ;  and  this  hopeless  project 
was  given  up.  He  then  talked  of  making  a  still 
more  desperate  essay — of  attempting  to  cross  the 
Atlantic  in  a  chasse-maree,  or  small  coasting- 
vessel  ;  but  this,  too,  was  given  up,  on  the  repre¬ 
sentation  of  the  sailors.  That  such  dangerous 
projects  were  ever  entertained  for  a  moment  is, 
by  itself,  proof  enough  of  the  worth  of  the  assertion 
that  Bonaparte  voluntarily  sought  the  shelter  of 
the  British  flag,  not  merely  in  the  hope,  but  in  the 
confident  expectation  that  he  should  be  allowed  to 
reside  in  England,  free  as  any  English  subject, 
and  under  the  protection  of  our  laws.  Fie  went 
on  hoard  the  English  ship  because  he  could  go  no¬ 
where  else,  and  because  he  could  not  have  safely 
staid  many  hours  longer  where  he  was ;  he  went 
on  board  the  English  ship  because  every  other  plan 
and  hope  had  failed  him.  On  the  lOih  of  July  he 
sent  off'  Las  Cases  and  his  evil  satellite  Savary 
with  a  flag  of  truce  to  the  ‘  Bellerophon.’  Loaded 
with  the  blood  of  the  Due  d’Enghien,  Savary 
dreaded  more  than  any  of  them  the  being  arrested 
and  delivered  up  to  the  Bourbons.  Fie  and  his 
companion  began  their  negotiation  with  a  falsehood 
(or  with  what  w'as  a  falsehood  as  far  as  any  Eng¬ 
lish  officer  or  authority  of  any  kind  w'as  concerned), 
by  stating  that  the  Emperor  Napoleon  had  been 
promised  a  safe-conduct  for  America.  Captain 
Maitland  told  them  that  he  knew  nothing  of  any 
such  promise ;  that  his  orders  w’ere  to  make  every 
efl’ort  to  prevent  the  escape  of  Bonaparte ;  and  that 
he  could  not  allow  any  neutral  or  other  vessel  to 
pass  without  his  search.  The  captain  of  the 
‘  Bellerophon  ’  added  that,  as  a  'private  individual, 
he  had  no  reason  to  doubt  but  that  Bonaparte 
would  be  well  treated  in  England  if  he  chose^to 
proceed  there  in  his  ship ;  but  that  he  could  not 
pledge  himself  as  to  the  intentions  of  the  British 
government.  On  the  14th  of  July,  when  the 
causes  and  apprehensions  which  urged  their  de¬ 
parture  from  Rochefort  were  becoming  more  and 
more  ])ressing,  Savary  and  Las  Cases  returned 
again  to  the  ‘  Bellerophon,’  carrying  with  them  a 
letter,  dated  the  13th,  and  addressed  by  Bonaparte 
to  the  Prince  Regent,  and  claiming,  “  like  The- 


mistocles,”  the  protection  of  the  British  people.* 
Captain  Maitland  had  thought  it  proper  to  call  on 
board  his  ship  two  other  British  captains  (Sartorius 
and  Gambier),  and  these  officers  were  present  with 
him  in  this  conference  with  the  two  Frenchmen, 
one  of  whom  (Savary)  was  too  well  known  to  the 
world  to  be  trusted,  and  the  character  of  the  other 
was  then  not  known  at  all  to  the  English  part  of 
the  world.  Maitland  distinctly  told  them  that  his 
instructions  forbade  him  to  let  Bonaparte  escape, 
“but  that,  if  Napoleon  chose  to  proceed  to  Eng¬ 
land,  he  would  take  him  there  on  board  the 
‘  Bellerophon,’  ivithoiit,  however,  entering  into 
any  promise  as  to  the  reception  he  might  meet  ivith 
there,  as  he  ivas  in  total  ignorance  of  the  inten¬ 
tions  of  the  British  government  as  to  his  future 
disposal.”  These  are  Maitland’s  own  words,  and 
a  more  honourable  and  truthful  man  never  trod  a 
quarter-deck :  they  were  confirmed  by  Captains 
Sartorius  and  Gambier,  who  heard  every  word  that 
W'as  said.  They  heard  Maitland  repeat  that  he 
eould  not,  and  that  he  did  not,  give  any  pledge.  At 
the  request  of  the  Frenchmen,  Maitland  consented 
to  dispatch  a  fast-sailing  vessel  to  England,  with 
General  Gourgaud,  who  was  to  be  the  bearer  of 
Bonaparte’s  letter  to  the  Prince  Regent ;  but  he 
repeated  “  that  he  was  not  authorised  to  stipulate 
as  to  the  reception  of  Bonaparte  in  England,  where 
he  must  consider  himself  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Prince  Regent.”  Savary  and  Las  Cases  returned 
to  Rochefort,  saying  that  the  emperor  would  eome 
on  board  the  ‘  Bellerophon ;’  Maitland  made  pre¬ 
parations  to  reeeive  him.  On  the  following  day, 
tlie  15th,  Bonaparte,  with  his  suite,  came  off.  The 
fallen  emperor  was  received  respectfully,  but  with¬ 
out  any  salute  or  royal  honours.  As  he  stepped 
on  board  the  ‘  Bellerophon,’  he  said  to  Captain 
Maitland,  “  Sir,  I  come  to  claim  the  protection  of 
your  prince  and  your  laws.”  On  the  23rd  he  saw, 
for  the  last  time,  the  coast  of  France.  On  the  24th 
the  ‘  Bellerophon’  entered  Torbay.  The  French 
expected,  or  rather  they  pretended  to  have  ex¬ 
pected,  to  be  allowed  to  land  immediately,  and  to 
go  with  their  emperor  to  London,  or  whithersoever 
they  might  choose ;  but  Captain  Maitland  w'as 
instantly  advised  that  he  must  permit  no  commu¬ 
nication  of  any  kind  between  his  ship  and  the 
shore.  On  the  26th  the  ship  was  ordered  round  to 
Plymouth  Sound.  There  she  was  constantly  sur¬ 
rounded  by  fleets,  by  shoals  of  boats  crowded  with 
the  curious.  Frequently,  as  Bonaparte  showed 
himself,  these  good  people  huzzaed,  not  to  insult 
him,  but  to  cheer  him.  This  magnanimity  cost 
nothing ;  and  it  is  what  the  English  people  are  by 
nature  and  habit  disposed  to  show  to  a  vanquished 
enemy.  But  the  British  government  could  not 

*  The  well-known  letter  was  to  this  effect : — 

Yonr  Royal  Highness,  Rochefort,  July  13th,  181’). 

Exposed  to  I'actious  which  divide  my  country,  and  to  the  eiiniity 
of  the  greatest  powers  of  Euro])e,  I  have  terminated  my  political 
Career;  and  I  come,  like  Thcmistocles,  to  seat  m\T«‘lt  on  the  lieartlrs 
of  the  British  people.  I  place  myself  under  the  ])rotection  of  their 
laws,  which  [protection]  I  demaiul  ot  your  Royal  Highness,  as  the 
most  powerful,  the  most  constant,  and  the  most  generous  of  my 
enemies. 

>  APOLEON. 
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afford  to  be  quite  so  magnanimous,  and  it  had 
engagements  and  duties  to  iultil  towards  the  whole 
■world.  The  Prince  Regent  returned  no  answer  to 
the  letter,  which  appears  to  us  to  have  made  at 
least  one  half  of  that  step  which  separates  the  ridi¬ 
culous  from  the  sublime,  and  to  have  contained 
both  meanness  and  falsehood,  the  falsehood  being 
that  his  proceeding  was  voluntary  in  coming  on 
board  the  ‘  Bellerophon,’  and  all  his  sacrifices  of 
power,  pomp,  and  state,  spontaneous.  Gourgaud, 
the  bearer  of  the  letter,  and  a  most  petulant  and 
insolent  man,  was  the  first  to  begin  the  outcry 
about  broken  faith,  free  will,  &c.,  and  to  implicate 
the  unimpeachable  honour  of  Captain  Maitland, 
by  asserting  that  that  gallant  officer  had  cajoled 
the  emperor,  and  entrapped  him  on  board  his  ship 
by  promises  which  he  knew  would  not  be  kept ! 
Some  members  of  the  opposition  in  either  House 
of  parliament  appear  to  have  done,  with  respect  to 
Gourgaud,  what  Captain  Maitland  had  never  done 
with  respect  to  Bonaparte,  or  the  envoys  he  had  em¬ 
ployed  at  Rochefort ;  that  is,  they  appear  to  have  in¬ 
duced  this  very  rash  and  ill  informed  French  soldier 
to  believe  that  neither  the  laws  nor  the  people  of 
England  would  allow  his  emperor  to  be  deprived, 
in  any  degree,  of  his  personal  liberty.  Deception 
was  not  intended ;  but  it  had  been  the  fate  of  these 
noble  lords  and  honourable  gentlemen  to  deceive 
themselves  in  all  matters  relating  to  the  French 
revolution,  and  to  Napoleon  Bonaparte  ;  and  these 
self-deceptions  prevailed  to  the  last,  being  accom¬ 
panied  now  by  a  revival  of  admiration  and  sym¬ 
pathy,  -which  neither  the  man  nor  the  circumstances 
justified.  Not  merely  the  allied  sovereigns,  but  all 
the  peoples  of  Europe,  were  assuredlv,  by  this  time, 
convinced  that  the  freedom  of  Bonaparte  was  in¬ 
compatible  with  the  peace  of  the  world;  and  that 
the  proper  way  of  disposing  of  his  person,  was  to 
place  him,  not  in  a  Mediterranean  island,  close 
to  the  European  continent,  but  in  some  remote 
island  of  the  ocean,  from  ■«'hich  escape  should  be 
made  altogether  impracticable.  England,  the  mis¬ 
tress  of  the  seas,  or  the  only  power  capable  of 
retaining  an  effective  naval  police,  possessed  such 
an  island  in  St.  Helena,  and,  though  safe  and 
remote,  and  seated  between  the  tropics,  the  island 
was  picturesque,  fertile,  every  way  pleasant,  and 
very  salubrious.  It  had  been  in  our  possession 
ever  since  the  time  of  Charles  II.  It  was  the  best 
of  our  half-way  houses,  or  resting-places,  in  the 
voyage  to  and  from  the  East  Indies,  and  its  salu¬ 
brity  had  been  tested  during  nearly  a  century  and 
a  half,  by  a  great  many  thousands  of  English  sub¬ 
jects.*  Here  he  might,  indeed,  enjoy  manv  of  the 
comforts  of  life,  without  much  risk  or  danger  of 

•  For  some  very  .striking  yironfs  of  the  lienltliiness  of  thfe  clim.ite 
of  .St.  llelenn,  sec  Mnjor  Tullocii’s  ‘  Stiilisticnl  Keports  to  I'lirliiimont 
on  the  Sickness,  Morlality,  niui  IiivnlidinK  nmone  llie  ’I'roops  in 
Western  Afrii-n,  St.  Ilclcnn,  the  Cape  ot  (jood  Hope,  &c.’  1810. 
Major  Tnlloch  shows,  from  the  returns  transmitted  to  the  Army  .Me¬ 
dical  Department,  tliat  the  annual  morlality  amono  out- troops  duriro' 
lionapaite's  residence  on  the  islanil  was  under  2  per  cent  .  even  iu- 
cliidini!  the  invalid  establishment,  which  eonsi.sted  of  about  100  sol- 
iliers  advanced  in  life ;  and  that  therefore  the  mortality  of  the 
effeetive  part  of  the  force  did  not  probably  exceed  the  ratio  in  the 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  liritain  and  Ireland. 
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his  again  returning  to  France.  To  say  nothing 
of  the  various  revolutionary  parties  who  preceded 
him  in  the  exercise  of  sovereign  authorilj-,  he  him¬ 
self  had  sent  Frenchmen,  state-prisoners,  unfor¬ 
tunate  revolutionists,  to  die  and  rot  in  the  pesti¬ 
lential  climate  of  French  Guiana.  But  the  allies 
had  more  consideration  for  his  health  and  life; 
and  it  was  because  St.  Helena  was  as  salubrious  as 
it  was  safe,  that  the  British  government  agreed 
that  he  should  be  kept  there.  On  the  31st  of  July 
Sir  H.  Biinbtiry,  under  secretary  of  state,  and 
Lord  Keith,  admiral  of  the  Channel  fleet,  went  on 
board  the  ‘Bellerophon,’  and  announced  the  final 
resolution  which  the  British  government,  in  con¬ 
junction  with  its  allies,  had  adopted: — 1.  That 
General  Bonaparte  should  be  removed  forthwith 
to  St.  Helena,  where  he  was  to  reside  under  the 
joint  inspection  of  commissioners  of  the  allied 
powers,  that  island  being  the  situation  in  which, 
more  than  any  other  at  their  command,  security 
against  escape,  and  the  indulgence  of  personal 
liberty,  exercise,  health,  &c.,  might  be  reconciled. 
2,  That,  with  the  exception  of  Savary  and  Lalle- 
mand,  he  might  take  with  him  any  three  officers 
he  chose,  as  also  his  surgeon,  and  twelve  other 
followers  or  domestics.  The  rumour  that  St. 
Helena  was  to  be  his  destination,  had  reached 
Bonaparte  some  days  before,  and  was  said  to  have 
given  him  a  fit  of  illness  ;  but  the  paper  was  in 
English,  and  he  told  the  under  secretary  that  he 
did  not  understand  the  English  language.  Sir 
Flenry  then  read  the  paper  to  him  in  French.  He 
seemed  to  listen  with  perfect  calmness  and  pati¬ 
ence  ;  and,  when  he  began  his  reply,  he  spoke  with 
great  moderation  of  voice,  gesture,  and  manner.  He, 
however,  protested  against  the  whole  of  the  plan 
announced  to  him,  and  he  ended  with  what  ap¬ 
pears  to  have  been  meant  to  pass  for  a  threat  of 
following  up  the  protest,  and  of  foiling  the  whole 
])lan  by  an  act  of  suicide.  He  said  he  looked  upon 
St.  Helena  as  death ;  he  would  be  content  to  live 
in  England  as  a  private  individual,  under  any 
surreillance,  under  any  restrictions  whatsoever ; 
he  had  not  been  taken  by  the  English,  he  had  vo¬ 
luntarily  placed  himself  in  their  hands.  He  veed 
7Wt  have  left  Fraiice;  he  had  left  it  on  the  faith 
of  our  laws,  in  confidence  in  our  honour;  and 
great  and  crying  would  be  the  dishonour  to  the 
Prince  Regent,  and  to  the  whole  nation,  if  he 
should  be  either  sent  to  St.  Helena  or  be  confined 
in  a  fortress  in  England :  besides,  this  would  be 
violating  in  his  person  our  own  laws  and  the 
law  of  nations.  But  to  St.  Helena  he  would 
not  go;  he  would  die  first!  He  would  never 
quit  the  ‘Bellerophon’  alive!  Admiral  Lord 
Keith  could  only  reply,  that  he  came  to  commu¬ 
nicate  the  intentions  of  his  government,  and  not 
to  discuss  them.  The  captive,  however,  con¬ 
tinued  to  discuss,  and  to  have  recourse  to  bare¬ 
faced  falsehoods.  Although  he  had  shown  the 
greatest  dread  of  all  the  allied  sovereigns,  the 
greatest  eagerness  to  escape  from  the  clutches  of 
Prussians,  Austrians,  and  Russians,  -who  were  all 
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concentrating  their  immense  force,  their  800,000 
men,  in  the  heart  of  France  before  he  quitted  Roche¬ 
fort  ;  and  although  he  perfectly  'veil  kne'v  that  the 
British  government  took  no  step  without  the  con¬ 
currence  of  tlmse  allies ;  he  pretended  that  all 
the  severity  originated  with  England,  and  that  he 
would  have  found  better  treatment  from  any  one 
of  those  sovereigns.  He  said  he  might  have  taken 
refuge  wdth  the  Emperor  of  Austria,  who  had  given 
him  his  daiigliter,  or  with  the  Emperor  of  Russia, 
wEo  was  his  perstoiial  friend,  though,  to  be  sure, 
they  had  quarrelled  latterly  !  The  Emperor  of  Aus¬ 
tria  would  now  have  given  him  a  lodging,  as  a 
state-prisoner,  in  the  dismal  fortress  of  Olmutz  or 
Spielberg;  the  Emperor  of  Russia  w'ould  have 
consigned  him  to  safe  keeping  in  the  inclement 
deserts  of  Siberia !  The  magnanimity  of  Alex¬ 
ander  would  never  have  been  allowed  to  stand 
between  Bonaparte  and  the  vengeance  of  the  Rus¬ 
sian  nation  !  The  Emperor  Francis  never  made 
any  high  pretensions  to  magnanimity,  and  the  fact 
of  having  been  obliged  to  sacrifice  his  own  daughter 
to  pacify  tlie  mortal  foe  at  that  time  in  possession 
of  his  capital,  and  to  induce  him  to  give  back 
some  of  the  conquests  he  had  made,  'vas  not  proper 
to  foster  any  high  hope  of  favour  and  indulgence 
from  that  quarter.  Bonaparte,  like  all  his  tribe, 
generally  contradicted  himself.  On  a  subsequent 
occasion,  w'hen  some  one  endeavoured  to  reconcile 
him  to  St.  Flelena,  by  describing  its  real  cli¬ 
mate,  and  by  showing  that  it  was  far  better  as  a 
residence  than  any  fortress  in  England,  or  than 
any  fortress  or  state-prison  in  Germany  or  Russia, 
he  exclaimed,  “  Russia  !  Ah  !  God  keep  me  from 
that!”  As  for  the  Prussians,  old  Bliicher  'vas 
reported  to  have  said  and  sw'orn,  that  if  he  caught 
Bonaparte  he  'vould  hang  him  at  the  head  of  his 
columns!  “Marshal  Forwards”  may  not  have 
said  the  words,  and  lie  would  hardly  have  carried 
such  a  threat  into  execution ;  but  the  Bonapartists 
believed  not  only  that  he  had  said  it,  but  that  he 
was  capable  of  doing  it,  and,  very  probably,  if 
some  of  Bliicher’s  soldiers  who  had  fought  at  Jena, 
or  had  witnessed  the  more  recent  slaughter  at 
Lignv,  had  caught  the  flying  emperor  anywhere 
on  his  journey  between  Waterloo  and  Paris,  or 
betw'een  Paris  and  Rochefort,  they  would  have 
fusiladcd  him  without  waiting  for  superior  orders. 
While  Lord  Keith  and  Sir  II.  Bunhury  were  with 
the  principal  in  the  after-cabin  of  the  ‘  Bellerophon,’ 
theie  'vas  a  party  in  the  fore-cabin  that  made  no 
attempt  at  dignity,  or  calmness,  or  moderation. 
This  group  consisted  of  Savary,  Bertrand,  Mon- 
tholon,  their  wives,  &c.,  persons  variously  affected 
by  the  dread  of  being  given  up  to  the  Bourbon 
government,  by  their  dread  of  St.  Helena  and  a 
long  sea  voyage,  by  their  attachment  to  European 
society  and  their  attachment  to  their  old  master, 
the  last  being  a  feeling  which  existed  strongly  in 
the  hearts  of  t'vo  or  three  of  them.  General  Ber¬ 
trand  and  a  poor  Polish  officer  are  said,  however, 
to  have  been  the  only  two  individuals,  above  the 
rank  of  domestics,  who  would  not  have  preferred 
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staying  behind  to  going  to  St.  Helena;  and,  though 
the  devotion  of  these  two  may  have  been  very  con¬ 
spicuous,  they  'vere  both  liable  to  other  motives  of 
action.  The  poor  Pole,  whose  confession  might 
have  been  repeated  by  many  thousands  of  his 
countrymen,  honestly  confessed  that  if  he  did  not 
follow  Bonaparte  to  St.  Helena  he  must  starve, 
as  he  had  no  money,  no  profession  except  that  of 
arms,  no  friends,  not  even  a  country  !  Bertrand, 
on  the  other  hand,  had  committed  himself  'vith 
Louis  XVIII.  and  the  Bourbon  government  almost 
as  deeply  as  Ney;  and  that  government  subse¬ 
quently  condemned  him  to  death  par  contumace. 
But  Madame  Bertrand,  a  fine  Parisian  lady, 
thought  that  through  her  great  connexions  in  that 
capital  some  arrangements  might  be  made  which 
would  leave  her  husband  in  possession  of  rank, 
employment,  and  property;  thought  that  life  'vas  a 
dreary  thing  anywhere  out  of  Paris,  and  that  out 
of  France  it  was  altogether  insupportable;  and 
she  made  use  of  all  her  influence  to  induce  Ber¬ 
trand  to  quit  his  master.  When  other  arguments 
had  failed,  this  interesting  lady  (on  the  evening  of 
the  31st  of  July)  made  a  grand  tragical  scene  in 
Bonaparte’s  cabin,  and  was  going  to  throw  herself 
overboard  from  the  quarter-gallery  window ;  but 
she  chose  her  moment  so  well,  that  both  her  hus¬ 
band  and  Montholon  were  close  at  hand  to  stop  her. 
Bonaparte  smiled  at  the  notion  of  madame’s 
having  reallij  intended  to  drown  herself ;  yet  he 
and  his  male  followers  played  their  share  of  the 
suicidal  farce,  he  repeating,  aloud  and  publicly,  that 
he  would  not  leave  the  ‘  Bellerophon’  alive,  and 
they  hinting  that  he  would  assuredly  escape  from 
English  tyranny  by  self-destruction.  Lallemand 
went  even  further  than  this,  declaring  that,  rather 
than  see  the  emperor  removed  from  the  ‘  Belle¬ 
rophon,’  to  be  sent  in  another  ship  to  St.  Helena, 
he  '^’ould  himself  become  his  executioner,  and 
blow  out  his  brains !  To  this  fanfaronade  Admiral 
Lord  Keith  is  said  to  have  replied,  very  calmly, 
that  General  Lallemand  would  indubitably  be 
hanged  if  he  did  anything  of  the  sort ! 

Counting  servants  and  Bertrand’s  and  Montho- 
lon’s  children,  in  all  about  fifty  individuals  had 
come  on  board  the  ‘  Bellerophon’  with  Bonaparte,  or 
had  follow'ed  him  thither  before  the  ship  sailed  from 
Rochefort.  He  refused  to  select  out  of  this  number 
his  future  companions  and  attendants.  Savary,  who 
appears  to  have  been  completely  unmanned  by  his 
dread  of  being  given  up  to  the  French  government 
to  answer  for  his  atrocious  deeds  at  the  donjon 
of  Vincennes,  would  fain  have  followed  his  master 
even  to  St.  Ilelena;  hut  it  'vas  wisely  resolved 
that  such  an  adept  in  plots  and  stratagems,  and  all 
the  arts  of  gendarmerie  and  police,  should  not  be 
allowed  to  go.  This  interdict  'vas  extended  to 
General  Lallemand ;  but,  considering  them  as  too 
contemptible  to  be  dangerous,  Gourgaud  and  M, 
Las  Cases  'vere  permitted  to  join  Bertrand  and 
Montholon,  'vho  persisted  in  their  determination 
of  accompanying  the  emperor,  without  putting 
him  to  the  pain  or  humiliation  of  making  a  selec- 
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tion.  Madame  Bertrand,  though  vain  and  frivo¬ 
lous,  would  not  leave  her  husband  and  children  ; 
but  sbe  now  did  her  best  to  prevent  the  removal 
of  Bonaparte,  by  telling  the  officers  of  the  ‘  Belle- 
rophon’  that  he  would  certainly  commit  suicide  if 
they  attempted  to  force  him  to  quit  the  ship.  On 
the  morning  of  the  3rd  of  August,  Sir  F^rancis 
Burdett,  who  was  among  those  individuals  that 
took  a  very  strange  interest  in  Bonaparte’s  fate, 
called  upon  Sir  Samuel  Romilly  in  London,  and 
told  him  that,  if  moving  for  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus 
would  procure  him  his  liberty,  or  in  any  way  be 
usefid  to  him,  he  would  stand  forward  and  do  it. 
Romilly  told  Sir  Francis  that  he  thought  that 
Bonaparte  could  not  possibly  derive  any  benefit 
from  such  a  proceeding.  On  the  4th  of  August, 
the  ‘  Bellerophon’  put  to  sea  to  meet  the  ‘  Nor¬ 
thumberland,’  tbe  fiag-ship  of  Sir  George  Cock- 
burn,  which  was  destined  fur  the  St.  Helena 
voyage.  On  this  day  Bonaparte  signed  a  written 
protest,  which  was  little  more  than  a  repetition  of 
his  verbal  one  to  Admiral  Lord  Keith  and  Sir  H. 
Bunbury.*  He  renewed  his  declarations,  that  he 
had  come  freely  on  board  the  ‘  Bellerophon,’  having 
at  that  time  power  to  act  otherwise;  that  he  was 
the  voluntary  guest  and  not  the  prisoner  of  Eng¬ 
land  ;  that  he  had  embarked  at  the  instigation  of 
Captain  Maitland ;  that  he  had  come  in  good 
faith  to  seek  the  protection  of  the  laws  of  England  ; 
that,  if  the  British  government,  in  giving  its  orders 
to  the  captain  of  the  ‘  Bellerophon’  to  receive  him, 
had  intended  only  to  lay  a  snare  for  him,  then  it 
had  forfeited  its  honour  and  stained  its  flag ;  that, 
if  this  act  of  treachery  should  be  consummated,  it 
would  be  in  vain  for  the  English  to  speak  of  their 
good  faith,  their  laws,  or  their  liberty,  for  the 
British  faith  would  finrl  itself  lo.stinthe  hospitality 
of  the  ‘  Bellerophon,’  &c.  He  appealed  to  history, 
and  put  his  own  fictions  into  her  mouth.  History, 
he  said,  would  say  that  “  an  enemy,  who  for  twenty 
years  had  waged  war  with  the  English  people, 
came  freely  in  his  misfortunes  to  seek  an  asylum 
under  their  laws.  What  more  striking  proof  could 
he  give  of  his  esteem  and  confidence?  But  how 
had  they  answered  in  England  to  such  magnani¬ 
mity  ?  They  pretended  to  stretch  out  an  hos¬ 
pitable  hand  to  this  enemy,  and,  when  he  had 
delivered  himself  uj)  to  them  in  good  faith,  they 
had  immolated  him !” 

If  the  scene  and  circumstances,  and  his  own 
duties,  could  have  permitted.  Captain  Maitland 
would  not  have  sat  down  one  single  hour  under 
these  foul  aspersions.  But,  even  as  it  was,  Bona- 
l)artc  found  it  necessary  to  declare  to  him  before 
leaving  his  ship,  that  he  “had  certainly  made  no 
conditions  on  coming  on  board  the  ‘  Bellerophon,’ 
that  be  had  only  claimed  hospitality,  and  that  he 
had  no  reason  to  complain  of  the  captain’s  conduct, 

•  It  bp|,'an,  “  I  vrolpst  solemnly  here,  in  the  face  of  heaven  and  of 
men,  ajjamn  the  violation  of  my  most  sacred  rights,  in  dioiosini;  hv 
fmee  of  my  iierson  ami  inyhherty.”  At  this  lime,  as  it  was  remarked 
his  sacred  rii-iits  rested  upon  this  basia-in  KnKlaud  he  was  a  imblic 
enemy,  in  France  a  rebel,  and  in  all  Europe  a  proscribed  and  pro- 
cliiimoa  traitor  I  * 
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which  had  been  that  of  a  man  of  honour.”  But 
this  declaration,  which  was  altogether  inconsistent 
with  the  protest,  was  sujipressed  by  the  French  in 
their  subsequent  accounts  of  these  transactions  ; 
and  the  glaring  falsehoods  and  the  monstrous 
absurdities  of  the  protest  w^re,  and  still  continue 
to  be,  repeated  like  gospel  truths.  Captain  Mait¬ 
land  published  a  straight-forward,  manly,  and  con¬ 
vincing  statement  of  the  W'hole  transaction  ;  but 
historians  of  the  Bonapartist  school  do  not  read 
such  documents.  After  signing  his  written  pro¬ 
test  (on  the  4th  of  iVugust),  Napoleon  shut  him¬ 
self  up  in  his  cabin,  and  w'ould  scarcely  see  any 
even  of  his  own  companions  for  the  rest  of  that 
day.  The  honest  first-lieutenant  of  the  ‘Bellero¬ 
phon’  says,  “  We  were  now  all  in  full  expectation 
of  some  tragical  event.  The  general  conjecture 
was  that  he  would  end  himself  by  poison.  It  was 
believed  that  he  had  in  his  possession  a  large 
quantity  of  laudanxim.  Madame  Bertrand  even 
hinted  that  ere  morning  we  should  find  him  a 
corpse.  Next  day  he  still  remained  shut  up  in  his 
cabin.  Bertrand  occasionally  waited  upon  him, 
imploring  him  to  name  his  future  companions. 
He  constantly  refused,  declaring  that  his  resolu¬ 
tion  was  formed,  and  he  should  abide  by  it.  Ala- 
dame  Bertrand  said  to  me,  ‘  I  promise  you  you 
will  never  get  the  emperor  to  St.  Helena ;  he  is 
a  man,  and  what  he  says  he  will  perform.’  She 
afterwards,  the  same  evening,  declared  to  one  of 
the  ship’s  officers,  that  she  really  believed  the 
emperor  had  now  swallowed,  poison.  The  cur¬ 
tain,  therefore,  must  soon  drop.”*  But  the  curtain 
did  not  drop  so  soon,  although,  as  the  lieutenant 
says,  “  the  bubble  burst.”  On  Monday  the  7th 
of  August,  Bonaparte,  unpoisoned,  and  a})parently 
in  good  health,  went  quietly  from  the  ‘  Bellero- 
})hon’  to  the  ‘  Northumberland.’  He  was  accom- 
[lauied  by  Bertrand,  Montholon,  Gourgaud,  and 
Las  Cases,  Mesdames  Bertrand  and  Montholon, 
their  four  children,  and  twelve  domestics.  His 
own  surgeon  refused  to  go  with  him  ;  but  he  had 
taken  a  liking  to  O’Meara,  an  Irish  naval  surgeon, 
whom  he  had  found  on  board  the  ‘  Bellerophon,’ 
and  who,  at  his  request,  was  transferred  to  the 
‘  Northumberland.’  Savary  and  Lallemand,  who 
were  detained,  were  both  in  an  agony  of  alarm,  for 
they  had  seen  Louis  XVIH.’s  proclamation  of  the 
24th  of  July,  which  threatened  them  both  with  a 
trial  for  high  treason,  and  they  had  taken  it  into 
their  heads  that  the  British  ministers  intended  to 
deliver  them  up  to  the  Bourbon  government. 
Savary,  whose  fears,  like  his  guilt,  were  greater 
than  those  of  his  comrade,  had  written  to  Sir 
Samuel  Romillv,  as  early  as  the  1st  of  August,  to 
implore  his  legal  assistance ;  to  declare  that  he  had 
come  voluntarily  on  board  the  ‘  Bellerophon’  with 
the  Emperor  Napoleon,  after  having  been  assured 
beforehand  of  the  inviolability  of  his  jierson,  and 
after  having  received  positive  promises  of  protection 

•  Extriiet  of  ii  journal  kept  on  board  His  Majesty’s  skip  ‘  Jiellero- 
pbon,’  from  .Tuly  15  to  August  7,  Ibe  period  during  which  Napoleon 
bonap.arte  was  on  board  tliat  ship,  by  Lieut.  J.  liowetbank,  R.N. 
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on  the  part  of  the  English  laws,  which  were  above  the 
power  of  ministers  ;  that  it  was  in  this  confidence 
that  he  and  his  companions  had  embarked  in  the 
‘  Bellerophon,’  the  captain  of  which  ship  had  de¬ 
clared  that  he  was  authorised  by  his  government  to 
receive  them;  that  he  and  they  had  always  consider¬ 
ed  themselves  safe  under  the  protection  of  the  Eng¬ 
lish  laws,  &c. ;  and,  finally,  that  he  would  defend 
himself  with  arms  in  his  hands  against  any  force 
that  should  attempt  to  remove  him  from  the  ‘Belle¬ 
rophon,’  unless  it  were  to  land  him  in  England 
and  place  him  under  the  protection  of  an  Eng¬ 
lish  magistrate.  And  Savary  ingeniously  asked 
Romilly  to  tell  him  how  the  case  would  be  consi¬ 
dered  by  English  law,  if,  in  defending  himself, 
he  should  be  so  unfortunate  as  to  kill  somebody. 
Savary  also  wrote  to  Lord  Melville,  the  first  lord 
of  the  Admiralty,  and  to  Admiral  Lord  Keith.  But 
a  better  man  than  he  wrote  to  Lord  Melville  ;  this 
was  Captain  Maitland,  who  was  induced  for  a 
moment  to  believe  that  his  government  really  in¬ 
tended  to  deliver  up  this  notorious  and  dishonoured 
offender,  and  Lallemand  as  well ;  and,  as  he  had 
seen  them  proscribed  in  the  French  papers,  he  had 
no  doubt  but  that  to  deliver  them  up  would  be  to 
consign  them  to  certain  death.  With  all  the  ear¬ 
nestness  of  a  man  pleading  for  his  honour,  and 
who  would  have  died  rather  than  see  that  honour 
tarnished,  Maitland  told  Lord  Melville  that  pro¬ 
tection  was  certainly  granted  these  two  men,  with 
the  sanction  of  his  name.  “  ’Tis  true,”  said  he, 
“  no  conditions  were  stipulated  for;  but  I  acted  in 
the  full  confidence  that  their  lives  would  be  held 
sacred,  or  they  never  should  have  put  foot  in  the 
ship  I  command,  without  being  made  acquainted 
that  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  delivering  them  over 
to  the  laws  of  their  country.”  The.  English  minis¬ 
ters  had  never  entertained  any  such  design ;  but  it 
was  quite  natural  that  a  man  like  Savary  should 
suspect  them  of  it.  The  only  determination  of 
ministers  in  regard  to  him  and  Lallemand  w'as 
that  they  should  not  go  to  St.  Helena  with  Bona¬ 
parte,  and  that  they  should  not  remain  in  England. 
Romilly,  though  acting  with  the  opposition,  wrote 
to  Savary  to  inform  him  that  he  had  stated  his 
case  to  the  Lord  Chancellor,  as  being  the  only 
step  which  he  thought  he  could  take  usefully  for 
him;  and  he  told  him,  too,  that  if,  in  resisting 
force  to  remove  him  from  the  ‘Bellerophon,’  any 
person  should  be  killed,  he  thought  that  he 
(Savary)  would  be  deemed  guilty  of  murder  by 
our  tribunals.  Savary  and  Lallemand  w-ere  ab¬ 
sorbed  by  their  selfish  fears,  when  the  ‘Northum¬ 
berland’  parted  company  with  the  ‘  Bellerophon’ 
and  shaped  her  course  for  the  selected  island. 

It  lies  not  within  our  scope  to  detail  the  more 
than  five  stormy  years  which  followed  in  St.  He¬ 
lena;  but  a  few  observations  cannot  be  suppressed. 
It  was  deemed  by  our  government  necessary  to  send 
out  as  governor  of  the  island  an  officer  of  experi¬ 
ence,  ability,  and  great  firmness — a  man  who 
could  neither  be  duped  nor  intimidated,  but  who 
would  persevere  in  his  duty  through  good  and  evil 
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report,  and  at  any  risk — his  important  and  diffi¬ 
cult  duty  being  to  put  down  French  intrigues  and 
correspondence,  and  to  prevent  the  escape  of 
Bonaparte,  who  was  allowed  the  range  of  a  con¬ 
siderable  portion  of  that  island.  The  officer  se¬ 
lected  was  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  who  had  all  the 
qualities  required  in  a  very  eminent  degree.  He 
had  served  with  distinction  in  various  countries 
in  the  Mediterranean ;  he  had  since  rendered  im¬ 
portant  services  in  the  grand  campaign  of  the  allies 
in  1813-14;  he  was  well  acquainted  with  foreign 
languages  and  foreign  manners;  his  employment 
in  Sicily  and  elsewhere  had  necessarily  given  him 
some  experience  in  secret  manoeuvres,  ])lots,  and 
conspiracies,  and  had  sharpened  that  department 
of  the  intellect  which  is  ordinarily  very  obtuse  in 
the  minds  of  English  soldiers ;  he  was  a  good  ad¬ 
ministrator,  and  also  a  very  good  penman  ;  and 
no  Englishman  that  knew  him  doubted  either  his 
acuteness  or  his  unflinching  firmness,  his  huma¬ 
nity  or  his  honour.  A  more  difficult  task,  or  one 
more  likely  to  be  attended  with  a  far-spreading 
abuse  and  obloquy,  never  fell  to  the  lot  of  man ;  but 
he  knew  his  duty  and  the  consequences  which 
might  result  from  the  slightest  breach  of  his 
orders,  and  he  executed  those  orders,  which  left 
very  little  to  his  discretion,  with  a  rare  punctuality. 
Sir  Hudson  Lowe  arrived  at  St.  Helena  in  July, 
1816,  or  about  ten  months  after  Bonaparte.  The 
French  picked  a  quarrel  with  him  immediately, 
and  heaped  abuse  and  foul  nicknames  upon  him. 
But  this  was  no  more  than  they  had  done  with 
that  brave  and  honourable  sailor  Sir  George  Cock- 
burn  ;  and  the  chief  ground  of  quarrel  was  the 
same  in  both  cases — the  refusal  of  the  British  officer 
to  disobey  the  instructions  of  his  government  by 
treating  Bonaparte  as  an  emperor,  and  by  always 
addressing  him  as  “Your  imperial  majesty.”  It 
is  said  that  in  the  very  first  interview  Bonaparte  ad¬ 
dressed  the  new  governor  in  these  insulting  words  : 
“  Monsieur,  vovs  avez  commande  des  brigands 
But  the  insolence  of  the  principal  was  courtesy 
and  compliment  compared  with  the  daily  and 
hourly  abuse  of  the  satellites  and  dependents.  In¬ 
deed,  we  know  that  Sir  Hudson  was  of  opinion 
that,  if  he  and  the  sole  object  which  caused  his 
being  there  had  been  left  to  themselves,  everything 
would  have  gone  off  with  decency  and  quietness ; 
and  that  he  was  accustomed  to  say  even  as  much 
as  this,  that  Bonaparte  was  neitlier  an  unreason¬ 
able  nor  unpleasant  person  to  deal  with,  but  that 
the  Las  Cases,  the  Montholons,  the  Bertrands,  and 
tlie  women  were  the  most  pestilent  and  provoking- 
set  of  babblers,  tale-inventors,  and  quarrel-makers 
that  ever  it  fell  to  the  lot  of  man  to  encounter. 
They  were  incessantly  on  the  look-out  for  griev¬ 
ances,  and  nothing  was  too  trivial  for  them  to  take 
up ;  they  identified  themselves  with  what  could 
now  only  be  the  hollow,  unsubstantial  word-gran¬ 
deur  of  their  master;  and  each  time  that  Sir 
Hudson  Low-e  styled  him  General  Bonaparte  they 

•  “  Sir,  you  have  commanded  brigands.”  Sir  Hudson  Howe  liad 
commanded  the  Cursiciin  Rangers  in  tlie  lirilisli  service. 
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resented  it  as  a  personal  wrong.  Tliey  called  him 
in  return  by  almost  every  foul  name  that  is  to  be 
found  in  the  French  or  in  the  Italian  vocabulary  : 
sp}’,  police-agent,  inquisitor,  gaoler,  and  far  worse! 
They  denied  that  he  had  ever  been  a  soldier  (he 
had  been  a  good  and  brave  one),  and  they  alluded 
to  his  services  at  Capri,  at  Ischia,  in  Sicily,  and 
on  the  Calabrian  coast,  as  those  of  a  robber  and 
incendiary,  as  those  of  a  secret  emissary,  breaking 
all  the  laws  of  nations,  leaguing  himself  with  in¬ 
famous  chiefs  of  banditti,  exciting  the  lau'ful  and 
peaci'ful  subjects  of  King  Joseph  Bonaparte  and 
King  Joachim  Mui  at  to  insurrection,  civil  war, 
&c.  This  was  a  constant  theme  wdth  all  the 
French  at  St.  Helena.  We  trust  that  we  have 
shown  the  real  nature  of  the  war  in  Calabria, 
wherein  the  French  left  no  atrocity  uncommitted, 
and  that  the  reader  will  perfectly  well  understand 
the  injustice,  the  monstrous  absurdities  of  the 
charges  thus  thrown  in  the  face  of  Sir  Hudson 
Lowe.  The  same  rules  which  not  only  justified 
but  made  honourable  the  support  England  gave  to 
the  insurgent  Portuguese  and  Spaniards  were  ap¬ 
plicable  to  the  assistance  and  co-operation  lent  to 
the  insurgents  of  Calabria :  many  Englishmen, 
civilians  as  well  as  military,  of  the  highest  cha¬ 
racter,  of  unimpeachable  honour  and  (some  of 
them)  of  a  romantic  generosity  of  temper,  had  far 
more  to  do  with  the  insurgents  of  Calabria  and  of 
other  parts  of  Southern  Italy  (the  French  call 
them  all  biigcnids,  but  we  must  continue  to  call 
them  patriots)  than  ever  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  had 
to  do  with  them ;  and,  if  he  was  to  be  held  up  to 
infamy  for  having  done  his  duty  and  obeyed  the 
orders  of  his  government  in  this  particular,  a  far 
greater  share  of  reproach  and  shame  must  rest 
upon  Sir  John  Stuart,  the  hero  of  Maida,  General 
Fo.x,  Lord  William  Bentinck,  Admiral  Sir  Sidney 
Smith,  and  other  officers  of  the  highest  ranks. 
Such  charges  were  the  more  monstrous  from  the 
character  of  the  men  w  kj  made  them,  and  from 
the  past  conduct  of  the  chief  they  served.  Savary 
could  not  go  to  St.  Helena  ;  but  we  find  even  that 
type  of  espionaee  and  secret  police  rating  Sir 
Hudson  as  a  foul  spy  and  police-agent! — We  find 
the  man  who  had  entirely  directed  and  ])rcsided 
over  the  bloody  murder  of  the  Duke  d’Enghien 
joining  in  the  accusations  that  the  English  govern¬ 
ment  sent  Bonaparte  to  St.  Helena  because  the 
island  was  unhealthy,  and  selected  Sir  Hudson 
Lowe  to  be  his  keej)er  because  he  possessed  the 
execrable  art  of  making  him  die  by  inches — “  lui 
fuire  mourir  d  coup  d'epinylo.”  Their  own  narra¬ 
tives,  the  accounts  and  letters  written  by  these 
Frenchmen,  will  best  show  the  incessant  insults  and 
provocations  they  oflered  to  the  governor  of  the 
island.  It  was  not  in  humair  nature  to  hear  all 
this  without  showing  some  resentment;  and  the 
governor  had  duties  imposed  uiion  him  which 
eould  not  possibly  be  executed  in  a  manner  agree¬ 
able  to  the  feelings  of  Bonaparte;  but  never  did 
Sir  Hudson  IjOwc  resort  to  any  unnecessary  vigi¬ 
lance  or  severity,  or  needlessly  insult  his  captiVe, 
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or  even  any  one  of  his  noisy  and  contemptible 
attendants,  who  never  ceased  calumniating  him, 
his  government,  and  his  country.  The  firmness 
and  decision  of  Sir  Hudson’s  character  were 
marked  in  his  countenance  ;  his  brow  was  often 
clouded  by  the  cares  and  duties  of  his  important, 
responsible,  and  most  difficult  ofiice;  but  he  was 
an  English  officer,  an  English  gentleman,  an 
affectionate  husband  and  father,  a  kind  friend,  and 
a  humane  man  to  enemies  as  well  as  friends.  He 
may,  indeed,  have  ^‘■looked  very  like  a  person  ivho 
icould  not  let  his  prisoner  escape  if  he  could  help 
it”*  And  there  is  no  doubt  that  it  was  this  very 
look  which  induced  Bonaparte  to  call  him  “Cain,” 
and  to  insult  him  at  their  first  meeting,  any  more 
than  there  is  a  doubt  that  from  his  first  landing  on 
the  island,  almost  down  to  the  day  of  his  death, 
Bonaparte  had  some  latent  hope  of  making  his 
escape,  and  encouraged  his  followers  in  an  infinite 
variety  of  plots  and  contrivances  to  work  out  that 
end.  What  would  the  British  government  have 
said,  or  what  would  the  world  have  thought,  if  Sir 
Hudson  Low'e,  allowing  himself  to  be  duped,  had 
permitted  this  escape?  But  why  did  not  Lord 
Liverpool’s  administration  come  honestly  forward 
to  the  rescue  of  their  governor’s  assailed  character? 
Why  did  they  not  take  the  responsibility  of  the  vigi¬ 
lance,  firmness,  or  severity  of  their  governor 
upon  themselves,  and  frankly  declare  that  what¬ 
ever  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  did  was  done  by  their 
orders,  and  in  the  one  and  very  intelligible  inten¬ 
tion  of  ])reventing  the  escape  ?  But  the  British 
government,  though  it  subsequently  promoted  and 
employed  the  man  who  had  ably  fulfilled  a  most 
invidious  and  most  difficult  office,|  left  him  to  en- 

*  Trifles  from  my  Portfolio ;  or  Recollections  of  Scenes  and  small 
Adventures  during'  Twenty-nine  Years’  Military  Service,  by  a  Slalf 
Surgeon.  This  stiilV  suri^eoii,  Dr.  Henry,  was  lon^^  :ittached  ti)  the  Gtitli 
regiment,  aud  he  was  at  Helena  from  the  monlh  of  Auiiust,  I8i7, 
until  some  lime  after  the  death  of  Bonaparte,  la  justice  to  the 
character  of  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  eiery  word  that  Dr.  Henry  says  about 
him,  and  his  tre;itmcnt  of  his  captive,  ought  to  be  attentivc-ly  read. 
The  book  was  printed  at  Quebec  in  1839,  but  copious  extracts  have 
been  given  in  the  ‘  Quarterly  Ueview,"'  No.  cxxxiv..  Match,  1841. 

At  livst,  the  doctor,  a  facetious  jovial  Irishman,  disliked  Sir 
Hudson’s  countenance  and  manners,  and  was  predisposed  against 
him;  but  he  never  for  a  moment  considered  the  governor  capable  of 
a  dishonourable  or  inluimau  action,  and  as  he  knew  him  belter  his 
prejudice  ;us  to  externals  vanished.  He  says,  “  If,  therefore,  notwith¬ 
standing'  tiiis  prepossession,  my  testimony  should  incline  to  the  oilier 
side,  /  ctin  truly  state  that  the  change  took  j^lace  /rum  the  weight  (if 
ci'idencc,  and  in  cunsefjucnce  of  whut  came  under  my  oxen  observatiun  in 
St.  Helena.  Poor  man,  he  has  since  that  time  encountered  a  storm 
of  ohloijuy  and  reproach,  enough  to  bow  any  person  to  tlie  earth. 
Yet  I  /irmly  hclitve  that  the  talent  he  exerted  in  unravelling  the  intri¬ 
cate  plntting  constantly  going  on  at  Longwood,anil  the  Jirmness  in  tearing 
it  to  jnece'<,  with  the  increasing  vigilance  he  displayed  in  the  discharge 
if  his  aidiious  dut’es,  made  him  more  enemies  than  any  hastiness  of 
temper^  unrourtconsness  of  demeanour,  and  severity  in  his  measures,  of 
which  the  XLuirld  bcliexuid  him  guilty.'' 

f  After  Bonaparte’s  death,  the  same  government  which  had  ap¬ 
pointed  him  to  St.  Helena  appointed  Sir  Hudson  to  be  clnef  of  a 
colony  far  more  imiiovtant — seat  him  out  as  governor  of  Ceylon. 
This,  inde<‘d,  could  leave  no  doubt,  in  any  di-passionate  mind.' that 
his  adminiNlration  at  St.  Helena  had  fully  satislied  his  own  govern¬ 
ment;  and  it  was  to  his  own  government  alone  that  he.  their  servant, 
strictly  owed  an  account  of  his  ainduct.  But,  considering  the 
nmaxiug  rapidity  with  which  the  culumnii's  were  printed,  and  si»reiwl 
all  over  the  world,  and  the  matchless  audacity  with  which  they  con¬ 
tinue  to  be  repeated  and  propagated,  something  more  seems  necessary 
to  clear  uji  the  character  of  a  deser\ing  oflicer,  and  the  character  of 
the  British  government  which  employed  him  (in  which,  moieover, 
the  character  of  tlie  nation  itself  i->  involved),  and  to  place  the  whole 
hi.story  of  Bonaparte’s  relegation  at  St.  Helena  in  its  proper  light. 
We  know,  through  very  direct  sources,  that  Sir  Hudson,  for  many 
years,  contemplated  publishing  tlie  minierous  and  uiianswerabre 
documeul.s  winch  he  possessed,  and  that  he  has  lelt  these  documeiiU, 
and  a  great  many  other  papers,  behind  him.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that 
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counter  that  storm  of  obloquy  and  reproach  which 
was,  indeed,  enough  to  bow  any  person  to  the 
eartli.  In  some  respects  the  home  opposition 
party,  who  did  almost  as  much  to  raise  and  spread 
this  storm  as  was  done  by  the  Bonapartists  them¬ 
selves,  behaved  with  more  fairness  than  the  minis¬ 
try.  The  late  Lord  and  Lady  Holland,  who  more 
than  continued  Mr.  Fox’s  sympathy  with  the 
French  revolution  and  his  admiration  for  Bona¬ 
parte,  and  who  both  publicly  and  privately  set 
themselves  up  as  champions  or  protectors  of  the 
fallen  emperor  against  the  tyrannical  and  cniel 
governor  of  St.  Helena,  afterwards  confessed  their 
errors  by  courting  the  acquaintance  of  Sir  LIudson 
Lowe,  by  inviting  him  to  Holland  House,  and  by 
declaring  there  and  elsewhere  that  they  and  a  part 
of  the  world  had  been  much  deceived,  for  that,  in 
very  truth.  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  was  a  strictly  honour¬ 
able  and  very  humane  man.  This  amende  honor¬ 
able  came  somewhat  of  the  latest,  and  now  the 
only  tribunal  that  can  affect  the  late  governor  of 
St.  Helena  is  one  more  awfful,  and  less  liable  to 
error,  than  any  earthly  court.  Sir  Hudson  Lowe 
died  while  we  were  considering  this  question  and 
preparing  these  brief  passages.  We  leave  them 
as  they  are,  with  the  honest  conviction  that  our 
view  of  the  case  is  the  right  one,  and  not  without 
the  hope  that  it  may  tend  to  remove  the  prejudice, 
misrepresentation,  or  ignorance  upon  which  too 
many  of  the  accounts  of  his  conduct  are-founded. 

Bonaparte  was,  of  course,  a  state  prisoner.  It 
was  not  possible  to  leave  him  at  St.  Helena  as  he 
had  been  left  at  Elba ;  and,  after  his  infraction  of 
the  treaty  of  Fontainebleau,  he  could  have  no  rea¬ 
sonable  pretension  to  be  treated  now  as  he  had 
been  treated  before  that  act,  and  its  dreadful  con¬ 
sequences.  To  a  mind  like  his,  any  species  of 
captivity  or  confinement  must  have  been  insup¬ 
portable,  but  never  was  state-imprisonment  in¬ 
dicted  in  a  milder  form.  The  house  that  was 
built  for  him  at  Longwood,  in  the  best  part  of  the 
island,  and  in  a  cool  atmosphere — for  the  spot  was 
about  2000  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea — was 
spacious,  commodious,  luxurious.  He  had,  for 
his  immediate  personal  accommodation,  a  suite  of 
rooms,  consisting  of  a  drawing-room,  a  dining¬ 
room,  a  library,  a  billiard-room,  a  small  study,  a 
bed-room,  and  a  bath-room.  A  large  sum  of 
money  was  spent  in  enlarging  and  improving  this 
residence,  and  every  wish  for  having  it  still  further 
enlarged  or  improved  was  promptly  attended  to. 
The  sum  of  1 2,000/.  per  annum  was  allowed  for 
his  domestic  expenditure,  and  the  governor  of  the 

the  motives  which  olistructcd  and  delayed  his  puhlishiuff  will  not 
have  any  weijiht  with  those  who  inherit  his  MSS.,  tiiid  who  are  most 
interested  in  his  ‘,^)od  lame,  lie  himself  never  abandoned  the  inteti- 
tion  of  dtiin*'  this  justice  to  his  own  character,  for  he  was  both 
speakiin^  about  ii.  and  writing  about  it.  when  he  was  suddenly  seizeil 
Nviih  lii"  lust  short  and  fatal  ilmess.  It  nil!  be  easy  to  understand 
some  of  the  wei,i;lity  considerations  w hich  Ion"  induced  Sir  Hudson 
to  put  oir a  work,  which  ouglit  to  iiave  been  dune  bv  the  jtovernraent. 
Hut  can  there  now  exist  any  reason  lor  not  pnidishiii"  the  iniginal  in¬ 
structions  which  Sir  Huihson  recrived  from  Lord  Liverpool  s  cabinet, 
and  the  full  and  minute  correspondence  he  afterwards  carried  on 
Irom  Sc.  Helena  with  Lord  lkithuv>t.  the  secretary  of  stati*  for  tlie 
ool()ni<*s,  and  under  whose  orders  he  more  immediately  acted?  These 
documents  alone  w-ould  set  the  matter  at  rest  for  evtu.* 
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island  was  authorized  to  draw  on  the  treasurv  for 
more  money,  if  this  allowance  should  not  suffice. 
He  was  allowed  a  space  measuring  eight,  and 
afterwards  twelve,  miles  in  circumference  round 
Longwood,  through  which  he  might  ride  or  walk 
at  his  pleasure;  but  beyond  those  limits  be  was 
to  be  accompanied  by  a  British  officer.  He  had 
saddle  horses  and  carriage  horses,  and  more 
than  one  good  vehicle.  At  first  he  rode  about  a 
good  deal,  finding  everywhere  civility  and  respect; 
but  he  soon  complained  of  being  watched  at  a 
distance  by  soldiers ;  he  refused  to  extend  his 
rides  because  an  English  officer  must  attend 
him;  and,  finally,  he  shut  himself  up  in  the 
house  and  garden,  and  represented  that  Sir  Hud¬ 
son  Lowe  was  killing  him.  But  it  should  appear 
by  this  time,  and  from  causes  very  different  from 
those  assigned  by  himself  and  his  attendants,  in 
order  to  excite  odium  against  Sir  Hudson  Lowe 
and  the  British  government,  that  exercise  had 
become  disagreeable  and  painful  to  him,  and 
that  he  was  dying  of  the  hereditary  disease 
which  he  had  imported  with  him,  and  uj)on  which 
the  finest  climate  in  the  world  could  have  exer¬ 
cised  no  healing  influence.  As  far  hack  as 
the  year  1802,  the  symptoms  of  this  hereditary 
disorder  were  observed  by  his  then  constant  com¬ 
panion,  Bourrienne ;  and  in  his  consular  days  he 
bad  been  repeatedly  heard  lamenting  that  he 
should  grow  fat,  and  expressing  the  presentiment 
that  he  should  die  of  the  disorder  which  had 
proved  fatal  to  his  father.  Some  of  the  worst 
symptoms  of  the  disease  had  shown  themselves  in 
an  entire  derangement  of  the  stomach  and  diges¬ 
tive  organs  during  the  Russian  campaign,  and 
afterwards  at  the  time  of  the  battle  of  Leipzig. 
Every  medical  assistance  that  the  surgeons  of  our 
forces,  and  a  well-supplied  British  garrison,  could 
afford  was  offered,  and  even  pressed  upon  him; 
but  he  would  take  no  medicine,  and  it  is,  at  the 
least,  doubtful  whether  any  medicine  or  any  human 
skill  could  have  delayed  the  catastrophe.  As  a 
climax  to  their  atrocious  falsehoods,  some  of  his 
satellites  reported  that  he  dreaded  to  take  drugs 
from  English  hands,  lest  he  should  he  poisoned  ! 
And  this,  too,  in  the  face  of  the  notorious  fact, 
that  he,  like  many  other  men,  had  always  enter¬ 
tained  an  antipathy  and  dread  to  doctors  and 
medicines.  Tri  1819,  Dr.  Antommarciii,  of  the 
university  of  Fisa,  was  allowed  to  go  to  St.  Helena 
as  phj'sician  to  Bonaparte  ;  and  two  Catholic 
clergymen  went  out  from  Italy  to  act  as  his  chap¬ 
lains.  Towards  the  end  of  1820  he  grew  worse, 
and  remained  in  a  weak  state  until  the  fallowing 
April,  when  the  disease  assumed  an  alarming 
character.  He  then  consented  to  be  attended  by 
Dr.  Arnott.  “  From  the  first,”  says  another  Bri¬ 
tish  medical  officer  who  was  on  the  island,  “  Na¬ 
poleon  appeared  to  be  aware  of  the  nature  of  his 
malady ;  referring  it  to  disease  of  the  stomach,  of 
which  his  father  died,  and  with  which  his  sister, 
the  Princess  Borghese,  was  threatened.  Arnolt 
assured  me  at  the  time,  that  his  i)atient  would 
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often  put  his  hand  on  tlie  pit  of  his  stomach,  and 
exclaim,  ‘Ah!  inon  pylore  1  inon  pylore!’”* 
He  lingered  till  six  o’clock  in  the  evening  of  the 
0th  of  May  (1821).  On  the  day  after  his  death, 
the  body,  according  to  his  own  request,  was  opened 
by  Dr.  Antommarchi,  in  the  presence  of  Dr.  Short, 
Dr.  Arnott,  Dr.  Henry,  and  several  other  British 
staff  and  medical  officers.  Dr.  Henry,  who  wrote 
the  report  of  this  po.?/  mortem  examination,  at  the 
request  of  Dr.  Short,  fully  confirms  elsewhere  the 
facts  that  death  had  been  caused,  not  by  disease 
of  the  liver,  but  by  a  schirrus  in  the  pylorus.  Fie 
says,  “  The  diseased  state  of  the  stomach  was 
palpably  and  demonstrably  the  cause  of  death; 
and  how  jSfajtoleon  could  have  existed  for  any  time 
with  such  an  organ  was  wonderful,  for  there  was 
not  an  inch  of  it  sound.  Antommarchi  was  about 
to  put  his  name  to  the  bulletin,  with  the  English 
medical  gentlemen,  when  he  was  called  aside  by 
Bertrand  and  Montholon,  and  after  this  conference 
he  declined  signing.  The  reason  was,  no  doubt, 
that  such  proceeding  on  his  part  avould  contradict 
the  diagnosis  of  Mr.  O’Meara.”  This  last-named 
individual,  who  obtained  an  unfortunate  notoriety 
by  making  himself  Hiomme  de  d enifcreur  (the 
emperor’s  man),  bv  joining  in  the  rancorous  abuse 
titcainst  Sir  Fludson  Lowe,  and  by  vilifying  the 
British  government,  in  whose  pay  he  was  and 
long  had  been,  had  immediately  chimed  in  with 
Bertrand,  Montholon,  Las  Cases,  and  the  rest, 
and  had  aided  them  in  publishing  to  the  w-orld 
that  the  seat  of  Bonaparte’s  disorder  was  in  the 
liver,  that  the  disorder  was  aggravated,  if  not 
originally  created,  by  the  climate  of  St.  Helena, 
&c.  There,  in  presence  of  the  inanimate  body, 
and  when  the  curtain  had,  indeed,  dropped  for 
ever,  it  might  have  been  expected,  even  from  these 
men,  that  they  would  cease  playing  their  farce. 
But  they  had  no  intention  of  so  doing ;  they  were 
inca})able  of  the  solemn  feeling  which  ought  to 
have  been  inspired  by  that  sad  scene;  they  were 
determined  not  to  confess  that  they  had  been 
guilty  of  misrepresentation  and  wilful  falsehood, 
but  to  persevere  in  their  imjiosture,  in  order  to 
keep  alive  the  hatred  of  all  their  party  to  Fhigland, 
and,  if  pos.Able,  to  make  the  wliole  w'orld  believe 
the  reports  which  they  had  propagated,  and  which 
O’Meara  had  sanctioned.  They  wanted  to  show 
that  the  report  was  only  signed  bv  Englishmen, 
and  that,  therefore,  it  was  entitled  to  no  credit ! 
They  thoroughly  well  knew'  the  nature  of  the 
complaint;  they  had  heard  and  had  seen  how  their 
master  defined  the  seat  of  his  disorder,  and  thev 
had  now  before  their  eyes  the  frightful  ulcer  vhich 
occupied  his  stomach  ;  but  all  this  signified  no¬ 
thing  to  them,  as  the  world  at  large  could  not  tell 
what  they  had  known,  or  heard,  or  seen  !  These 
men  were,  indeed,  contemptible  ])igniies  as  com- 
])ared  with  Bonaparte;  but  even  he,  a  few  davs 
before  his  death,  had  done  a  deed  as  despicable 
and  base  as  any  that  they  could  do.  If  anv  ex¬ 
cuse  can  be  found  for  it,  it  must  be  this — he  was 

*  Dr.  Henry. 
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delirious  at  the  time,  and  they  put  the  notion  into 
his  head.  The  last  will  and  testament  of  Napo¬ 
leon,  which  is  now  at  Doctors’  Commons,  contains 
this  codicil : — “24th  April,  1821. — Item.  I  be¬ 
queath  ten  thousand  francs  to  the  subaltern  officer, 
Cantillon,  who  has  undergone  a  trial  upon  the 
charge  of  having  endeavoured  to  assassiuate  Lord 
Wellington,  of  which  he  was  pronounced  inno¬ 
cent.  Cantl.llnn  had  as  much  right  to  assassinate 
that  oligarchist  as  the  latter  had  to  send  me  to 
perish  on  the  rock  of  Si.  Helena^’  This  was 
saying,  as  plainly  as  any  words  could  express  it, 
that  he,  the  dying  Bonaparte,  believed  Cantillon  to 
have  been  guilty  of  an  atrocious  attempt,  and  that 
it  w'as  for  that  very  deed  that  he  left  him  a  legacy. 
For  ourselves,  we  not  only  believe  that  this  ruffian 
was  as  guilty  of  firing  a  pistol  at  the  head  of  the 
Duke  of  Wellington  as  Fieschi  was  of  letting  off 
his  infernal  machine  at  Louis  Philippe,  but  also 
that  die  Parisian  jury  who  acquitted  him  w'ere 
even  more  thoroughly  convinced  than  we  are  of 
his  guilt.*  The  feelings  displayed  by  Sir  Fludson 
Lowe  at  this  crisis  were  highly  honourable  to 
him.  Though  afflicted  by  the  violent  illness  of  a 
child  of  his  own,  he  went  to  Longwood  early  in 
the  morning  of  the  5th  of  May,  staid  there  the 
w'hole  day,  and  did  not  return  until  all  was 
over.  He  was  then  deeply  affected.  One  of  his 
officers  observed,  that  the  deceased  was  the  most 
formidable  enemy  England  had  ever  had.  Sir 
Fludson  stopped  him,  and  other  remarks  which 
might  have  followed  from  other  quarters,  by 
saying,  “  Well,  gentlemen,  he  was  England’s 
greatest  enemy,  and  mine  too;  but  I  forgive  him 
everything.  On  the  death  of  a  great  man,  we 
should  only  feel  deep  concern  and  regret.”  f 

The  faults  committed,  or  allowed  to  be  committed, 
by  the  Bourbons  at  the  Restoration  of  1814  did 
not  include  any  over-severity,  or  cruelty,  or  blood¬ 
shed  ;  and,  if  we  consider  the  wrongs  which  the 
family  had  suffered,  or  the  execrable  barbarities 
which  had  been  practised  upon  some  members  of 
that  unfortunate  family,  including  the  Duchess  of 
Angouleme,  who  had  survived  them,  and  who  now 
returned  to  Paris,  it  must  be  confessed  that  the 
abstinence  from  vengeance  was  altogether  astonish¬ 
ing.  Many  of  the  members  of  the  National  Con¬ 
vention,  w'ho,  in  defiance  of  all  law,  had  voted  the 
deaths  of  Louis  XVI.,  Marie  Antoinette,  and  the 
Princess  Elizabeth,  were  living  in  FTance,  and  were 

*  A  ^■('rv  numt'nms  party  in  Paris  thought  tliat.  to  nmrdnr  tlioDuko 
of  \Velhni,non  wouid  1h‘  no  criine.  but  a  biudalilu  ami  glorious  act  of 
l>atriotisni.  'fliis  low  rulfian,  Mavi>‘ Aiulrc  (’autilloii,  became  vcr\ 
popular.  .“Vt  the  time,  and  lout;  aftersN aids,  ilie  subject  of  ihe  duko\ 
escape  iVoin  bein';  inurdcn'd  was  iroatcd  very  inernly  in  prose  and 
MTse.  ^V(;  forget  tlie  precise  words  ami  tlio  jiuj'le  of  the  rliyinc. 
but  wo  remember  Ihe  stmse  of  an  ei’i';ramniKtic  (piatraiii  oii  Ctui- 
tillon  s  unlucky  failure.  It  was  tlds — poor  Cantillou  mistook  the 
Pnuli^h  <rt»ncrar  for  a  ^(rand  homnie  {which  means  eithec  a  f/rcat  (w  a 
tall  man),  and  so,  aimiut;  too  Ihl'Ii,  missed  him  ! 

+  Dr.  Henry.  The  doctor,  who  liad  been  summoned  in  the  middle 
of  the  prt'coiliu;;  ni^ht  to  atleud  the  ;;ovenn-r’s  younj-est  child,  whose 
illness  was  smiden  and  ahirminir,  vemainetl  in  the  liou.se  with  bis 
liitlc  p.uicut,  and  there  saw  ami  heard  all  tlmt  he  reports  of  Sir 
I  ludsuii's  beha^  iimr.  He  says,  “  In  liare  justice  to  jui  ill  used  man. 
lean  testify  that,  nolw ilhsiaudini;  the  hitter  passages  between  the 
L'ri-al  deparied  and  himself,  the  ‘'overuor  spoke  of  him  in  a  respectful , 
I'eelinj;,  and  et  ery  way  ]iroper  maimer.” — RccuiUctions  of  ri  iitaj/' 
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left  to  live  there  undisturbed.  Many  notorious 
scoundrels  who  had  played  the  part  of  gaolers  and 
tormentors  in  the  Temple  were  permitted  to  live 
in  Paris  :  not  one  was  brought  to  the  scaffold,  not 
one  was  transported,  hardly  one  was  exiled.  All 
who  had  acquired  titles,  honours,  estates,  and  by 
whatsoever  means,  were  allowed  to  retain  them 
w'ithout  inquiry  or  question.  It  was  the  first  time 
that  a  revolution,  or  a  counter-revolution,  had  hap¬ 
pened  in  France  without  being  followed  by  torrents 
of  blood.  The  conspiracy,  the  return  from  Elba, 
the  flight  from  the  Tuileries,  the  campaign  of 
Waterloo  seemed  but  an  evil  return  for  so  much 
moderation.  It  is  reported  that  the  Emperor  of 
Austria,  on  learning  the  return  from  Elba  and  the 
triumphant  march  upon  Paris,  said  to  the  Emperor 
of  Russia,  vvho  had  always  recommended  modera¬ 
tion  and  magnanimity,  “  Well,  Sire,  now  you  see 
what  has  happened  from  protecting  your  Jacobins 
at  Paris  !”  It  was  not  to  be  expected  from  human 
nature,  and,  perhaps,  at  that  time,  not  one  man  in 
a  thousand  thought  it  consistent  with  good  policy, 
that  the  second  restoration,  or  the  counter-revolu¬ 
tion  of  181.5  should  be  so  bloodless  and  so  gentle 
as  that  of  1814.  Many  of  the  treasons  which  had 
been  committed  had  been  attended  wnth  such  ex¬ 
asperating  circumstances  !  Saints  might  bear  them, 
but  they  were  not  to  be  borne  by  princes  and  men 
liable  to  human  passions  !  To  the  stormier  of  these 
passions  few'  princes  or  men  were  less  liable  than 
was  Louis  XVIII. ;  but,  having  been  so  grossly  be¬ 
trayed  by  the  Bonapartists  and  the  men  of  the 
revolution  whom  he  had  trusted,  he  felt  that  he 
could  trust  them  no  more,  and  that  he  must  of 
necessity  employ  and  have  near  his  person  none 
but  royalists  and  decided  Bourbonistsj  and  this 
party,  composed  of  returned  emigrants,  of  men 
who  had  lost  in  the  Revolution  nearly  everything 
but  their  ancient  names,  who  had  suflered  the  ex¬ 
tremities  of  humiliation,  and  of  w'hom  many  had 
undergone  even  the  extremities  of  privation  in 
foreign  lands,  was  indisposed  to  a  repetition  of  the 
experiment  which  had  been  tried  with  such  signal 
ill-success  the  preceding  year,  and  inclined  to  look 
upon  this  second  restoration  as  a  harvest  of  com¬ 
pensation  on  one  side  and  of  vengeance  on  the 
other.  They  were  men,  they  \\ ext  Frenchmen ; 
and  no  French  party  or  faciion,  when  once  let 
loose,  had  ever  yet  lieen  either  merciful  or  mode¬ 
rate.  Yet  even  now,  through  the  personal  cha¬ 
racter  of  Louis  XVI 11. ,  and  through  other  influ¬ 
ences,  conspicuous  among  which  were  the  recom¬ 
mendations  of  Talleyrand  and  the  Duke  of  Wel¬ 
lington,  the  vengeance  taken  was  almost  miracu¬ 
lously  moderate.  In  order  to  render  their  resist¬ 
ance  the  more  desperate,  Labedoyere  and  others  had 
talked  among  the  Bonapartists  of  an  interminable 
list  of  proscriptions,  of  the  guillotine  cm  perma¬ 
nence,  as  in  the  Reign  of  Terror  !  Yet  when  the 
avenging  royal  ordinance  was  published  (on  the 
24th  of  July)  it  was  found  to  contain  only  lifty- 
seven  names;  and  of  these  only  nineteen  were 
tlireatencd  with  capital  punishment  or  trial  before 


a  military  tribunal.  The  first  name  on  the  black 
list  was  that  of  Ney;  the  second  was  that  of  Labti- 
doyere.  In  the  lighter  jiart  of  the  list  were  the 
names  of  Soult,  Carnot,  Vandamme,  &c.  ;  they 
were  merely  ordered  to  quit  Paris  w'ithin  three  days, 
and  retire  into  the  interior  of  France,  to  places  to 
be  indicated  to  them,  where  they  were  to  remain 
under  insjiectiou  until  the  chambers  should  decide 
which  of  them  ought  either  to  depart  the  king¬ 
dom  or  be  delivered  up  to  legal  prosecution.  It 
was  explained  that  such  of  these  individuals  as 
should  be  condemned  to  exile  should  be  allowed 
to  sell  their  property  in  France,  and  freely  carry 
the  proceeds  with  them.  Labedoyere  and  Ney 
were  the  only  two  that  suflered  death.  For  Gene¬ 
ral  Mallet’s  conspiracy  alone  the  government  of 
Bonaparte  had,  in  1812,  put  to  death  that  more 
than  half-insane  general,  two  other  general  officers 
(Lahorie  and  Guidal),  and  eleven  other  officers  of 
various  grades.  Fourteen  military  men,  who  had  all 
fought  and  bled  fur  the  republic  or  for  Bonaparte, 
were  all  pitilessly  fusiladed  in  the  plain  of  Grenelle, 
for  an  insurrection  which  had  lasted  only  five  hours, 
and  which  had  been  put  down  with  the  greatest 
ease  !  These  sanguinary  acts  were  performed  under 
the  direction  of  Savary,  Cambaceres,  Real,  and 
other  Bonapartists  of  that  quality ;  and  the  party 
generally,  who  afterw’ards  made  heaven  and  earth 
ring  with  their  lamentations  for  the  deaths  of  Labe¬ 
doyere  and  Ney,  applauded  what  was  done,  as  the 
quick  and  energetic  action  of  a  strong  government 
(une  forte  administration').* 

Both  money  and  passports  had  been  sent  to 
Labedoyere,  but,  instead  of  quitting  the  country, 
which  it  appears  he  might  easily  have  done,  he 
remained  with  the  army  behind  the  Loire  as  long 
as  he  could,  and  he  then  came  back  to  Paris,  in 
disguise,  and  with  projects  which  perhaps  have 

*  These  summary'  proceedings  were  accompanied  by  many  hor¬ 
rible,  and  by  some  disf^usting,  circumstances.  They  ought  nut  to  be 
forgotten,  but  iireserved  and  remembered  as  fair  specimens  of  worse 
proceedings,  and  as  proof  of  ihe  propriety  wiili  which  the  fallen  and 
elTete  Bonapartists  couhl  lill  Europe  with  their  clamours  about  the 
deaths  of  Mey  and  Lauedo^ere.  Mallet,  who  was  more  than  half 
crazed,  had  rendered  important  services  to  Bona\)arte  and  to  Mar>hal 
Massena  in  Italy.  He  had  been  dismissed  the  ser5ice  on  suspicion  of 
republicanism.  ha»l  afterwards  been  seized  by  Bonaparle's  secret 
police,  and,  without  any  trial,  had  been  detained  for  several  year.s 
eitlier  in  astate-prison.  or  in  a  Maistm  de  Snute,  under  the  strictest  sur¬ 
veillance.  His  acciimj)lices,  Geuerals  Lahorie  and  Guidal,  hau  under¬ 
gone  the  same  fate,  and  were  only  liberated  from  their  long  im]iri- 
soiiment  in  La  Force,  at  Paris,  by  the  momentary  success  of  tlio  con¬ 
spiracy.  General  L  horie,  once  the  bosom  friend  of  Moreau  and  of 
Carnot,  had  favoured  and  patronized  Savary  at  u  time  win  u  Bona¬ 
parte  could  do  nothing  for  him,  and  had  oblaiiu'd  promotj;  n  for  this 
heartless  villain,  wdio  directed  the  military  tribunal,  and  who  would 
not  hear  of  mercy.  Lahorie’s  botiy  was  literally  covered  w  ith  wounds 
and  scars,  received  in  the  great  campaigns  ol  the  re})ublic.  Others 
bore  the  same  marks.  Tlie  plot,  the  overthrow  of  it,  the  seizure, 
trial,  and  exi'culion  of  the  conspirators,  u ere  all  c.omprLed  within 
the  narrow  space  of  twenty-four  hours.  Bonapaite’.s  courts-martial, 
or  military  tribunals,  never  allowaul  either  meicy  or  delay,  {"^omc  of 
the  members  of  the  present  court  were  sharply  haiidle(l  by  Mallet, 
who  well  knew  that  his  death,  at  least,  was  iiievilal)le,  and  who  ha(l 
made  up  his  mind  to  die.  'Ihe  pres  dent  of  the  court,  General 
Hejeau,  asked  him  who  were  his  accomplices?  “All  France,  and 
you  yourself.  Dejean,  would  have  been  my  accomplices,  if  I  had 
been  successful,'’ replied  Mallet.  Sotilier,  one  of  hi.s  actual  accom¬ 
plices,  an  old  chef  de  bainillun,  who  had  been  b.ittered  in  many  cam- 
]iaigus,  but  who  stiil  clung  to  life,  exclaimed  se\eral  limes  before 
that  bloody  tribunal,  “Geiitlemeii.  have  mercy  !  have  pily  upon  us! 
We  are  all  old  ollicers,  riddled  with  balls  1  and  we  are  all  fathers  of 
faniiliesl”  Tlie  slaughter  on  the  plain  of  Grenelle  was  frightful, 
'fhougli  pierced  by  several  bullets.  Mallet  was  found  alive  when  the 
tiring  liad  ceased  ;  ami  so  the  soldiers  tiuished  their  work  by  thrusting 
iheir  bayonets  into  him 
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not  vet  been  fully  explained.  At  a  moment  wlien 
the  emigrants  and  the  royalists  of  all  classes  were 
dreading  some  fresh  conspiracy,  and  were  calling 
upon  Louis  XVIII.  and  his  government  for  vigo¬ 
rous  measures,  Lahedoyere  was  arrested  in  the  capi¬ 
tal,  and,  in  conformity  with  the  ordinance  of  the 
24th  July,  was  handed  over  to  a  conscil  de  guerre, 
or  court-martial.  This  court  willingly  and  readily 
tried  him,  without  once  referring  to  the  convention 
or  capitulation  of  Paris,  which  if  good  for  Ney  was 
good  for  Lahedoyere  ;  and,  as  the  facts  of  the  case 
were  all  capable  of  being  proved  by  hundreds  and 
thousands  of  witnesses,  as  the  prisoner  himself 
confessed  them  all,  and  had  no  extenuating  cir¬ 
cumstances  to  plead  except  that  other  and  more 
powerful  officers  were  more  guilty  than  he,  and 
that  nearly  the  whole  army  was  in  the  conspiracy, 
the  court  condemned  him  to  be  shot  as  a  traitor ; 
and  he  was  shot  on  the  evening  of  the  19th  of  Au¬ 
gust,  the  order  for  his  execution  being  signed  by 
Marshal  Gouvion  de  St.  Cyr. 

Marshal  Ney  had  fled  in  disguise,  and  with  a 
passport  bearing  a  false  name,  on  the  6th  of  July, 
two  days  after  the  ratification  of  the  convention  or 
capitulation  of  Paris,  and  one  day  before  the  troops 
of  the  Duke  of  Wellington  and  Marshal  Blucher 
entered  that  city.  He  had  nothing  to  fear  either 
from  the  British  or  from  the  Prussian  general ; 
but  Louis  XVI 1 1,  and  his  exasperated  court  were 
then  close  to  Paris,  and  Ney  evidently  fled  because 
he  feared  their  vengeance  and  felt  convinced  that 
Wellington  and  Blucher  had  no  right  to  interfere, 
even  if  disposed  so  to  do,  and  that  the  convention 
of  Paris  gave  him  (Ney)  no  protection,  and  no 
claim  whatever  upon  any  of  the  parties  who  had 
signed  the  said  convention.  If  such  had  not  been 
his  convictions  could  Ney  have  condescended  to  dy 
like  a  felon  ?  Would  he  have  resorted  to  measures 
which  would  have  gone  fur  to  deprive  him  of  his 
claim  upon  the  convention  if  such  a  claim  had  in 
reality  e.vistcd  ?  And  could  he  have  taken  these 
steps  without  the  advice  of  knowing,  expert  men — 
of  members  of  the  jirovisional  government  who  had 
concluded  the  convention,  and  who  well  knew  that 
the  case  of  Alarshal  Ney  was  not  provided  fur  in 
that  agreement,  and  that  the  Duke  of  Wellington, 
in  showing  Louis  XVII  I.’s  declaration,  that  he  re¬ 
served  to  himself  the  right  of  bringing  some  of  the 
chief  conspirators  and  traitors  to  condign  punish¬ 
ment,  had  told  the  five  commissioners  of  the  provi¬ 
sional  government  that  he  (the  duke)  had  nothing  to 
say  on  that  head,  meaning  that  his  silence  should 
be  taken  for  the  confession  that  he  had  no  riglit, 
power,  or  faculty  whatsoever  to  interfere  with  tlie 
determination  of  Louis  XVHL,  or  to  stay  jiro- 
ccedings  either  against  Ney  or  against  any  other 
man  in  the  same  jiredicament.  Now,  as  the  pecu¬ 
liarly  aggravating  circumstances  of  Ney’s  treason 
were  known  to  all  Paris,  there  was  nobody  in  that 
capital  but  felt  that  the  vengeance  of  ilie  laws 
would  ])C  especially  directed  against  him  ;  and  to 
all  who  knew  what  had  ])asscd  between  the  Duke 
of  Wellington  and  the  live  commissioners  on  the 
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29th  of  June,  six  days  before  the  convention  was 
ratified,  and  nine  days  before  the  allies  entered 
Paris,  the  duke’s  silence  upon  the  avenging  clause 
in  the  royal  declaration  must  have  been  considered 
as  a  warning  to  men  like  Ney  and  Labedoyere  to 
get  out  of  the  way  and  to  quit  Fiance  as  speedily 
as  might  be.  We  have  seen,  upon  the  evidence 
of  the  Duke  of  Wellington’s  circumstantial  dis¬ 
patch  to  his  own  government,  that  the  five  commis¬ 
sioners  sent  out  to  his  grace  by  the  provisional 
government  at  Paris,  over  which  the  heartless  and 
astucious  Fouche  presided,  appear  to  have  said  or 
to  have  thought  very  little  about  the  matter,  that  is, 
about  the  clause  in  Louis  XVI IP’s  declaration 
which  threatened  the  chief  conspirators,  &c.  As 
soon  as  the  capitulation  of  Paris  was  signed  Ney 
obtained  the  false  passport  from  Fouche.  He 
did  not  take  his  departure  immediately  but  he 
was  urged  so  to  do  by  all  his  friends,  and  by  all 
who  disliked  bloodshed  and  military  executions. 
Talleyrand  urged  him  to  fly,  and  when  he  did  fir, 
on  the  fith  of  July,  Fouche  advised  him  to  get  into 
Switzerland  as  quickly  as  possible  ;  and  it  appears 
to  have  been  Talleyrand  who  facilitated  his  retreat 
to  that  country  by  inducing  Count  Bubna,  who 
commanded  the  Austrian  army  which  stretched 
along  the  frontiers  of  Switzerland  and  along  the 
valley  of  the  Rhone,  as  far  as  the  city  of  Lyons, 
to  countersign  Ney’s  fictitious  passport.  Both 
Talleyrand  and  Fouche  may,  indeed,  have  been 
anxious  to  get  Marshal  Ney  out  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  from  motives  very  distinct  from  those  of 
humanitv  and  compassion  ;  but  these  motives  will 
by  no  means  prove  that  they  believed  Ney  to  be 
protected  by  the  convention  of  Paris. 

Why  Ney  after  his  flight  from  Paris  did  not  get 
beyond  the  frontiers  is  still  o})en  to  discussion  gnd 
to  doubt.  IMany  ardent  royalists  were  in  search  of 
him,  and  at  last  a  volunteer  of  this  class,  one  FI. 
Locard,  who  was  pirefect  of  police  of  the  depart¬ 
ment,  but  who  had  received  no  ctimmission  from 
the  Bourbon  government,  discovered  and  seized 
the  marshal  in  an  obscure  auherge,  or  public-house, 
in  the  Cantal,  the  southernmost  and  wildest  part 
of  old  Auvergne,  and  one  of  the  very  wildest  and 
most  mountainous  regions  in  France — a  region  of 
extinct  volcanoes.  He  was  immediately  brought 
up  to  Paris,  and  there  examined  secret/g  by  Louis 
XVHI.’s  prefect  of  police,  according  to  the 
unchanged  and  unchangeable  French  fashion.  He 
is  reported  to  have  spoken  as  if  his  vision  and 
brain  were  still  affected  by  the  ])Owder  and  smoko 
of  Waterloo — to  have  exclaimed,  “  Ah  1  that  fatal 
day  (meaning  the  l.Jth  of  March,  the  day  of  his  de¬ 
fection)  !  I  lost  my  head  !  I  was  dragged  into  it,  and 
could  not  help  it.”  The  Bourbon  ministry  deliberated 
several  days  wdiether  Ney  should  be  tried  by  the 
Chamber  of  Peers  or  by  a  court-martial ;  but  at  last 
they  decided  that,  ns  his  name  had  been  struck  out 
of  the  list  of  peers  since  his  flight  and  since  theor- 
donnance  of  the  24th  of  July,  he  should  be  tried  by  a 
(•OTLsei/  de  guerre,  (court-martial).  Marshal  Monccy, 
W'ho  Avas  named  president  of  this  court,  as  the  oldest 


CIVIL  AND  MILITARY  TRANSACTIONS  1815. 


Chap.  L] 

of  the  marshals,  refused  either  to  preside  or  to  he  ! 
present  at  the  trial ;  upon  which  ^Marshal  Jourdan,  ! 
the  vanquished  at  Vittoria,  was  named  president, 
and  Marshals  Massena,  Augereau,  Mortier,  and 
Generals  Gazan,  Claparede,  and  Villatte,  and  the 
Mareschal- de-camp  Grundler  were  appointed  to 
be  members  of  the  court-martial.  But  Ney’s  ad¬ 
vocates  and  defenders  insisted  that  this  tribunal, 
that  this  court-martial,  was  incompetent  to  try 
their  client  at  all,  and  that  Ney,  having  been  a 
peer  at  the  time  of  his  defeciion  and  alleged  trea¬ 
son,  could  be  tried  only  by  the  Chamber  of 
Peers.  The  marshals  were  but  too  glad  to  be 
relieved  from  the  odium  of  the  trial  and  from  all 
responsibility,  and  it  was  decided  by  the  majority 
that  the  court  was  not  competent  to  proceed  with 
the  trial.  This  was  on  the  9th  of  November. 
On  the  11th  the  Duke  of  Richelieu,  president  of 
the  council  and  minister  for  foreign  affairs,  pre¬ 
sented  to  the  Chamber  of  Peers  the  act  of  accusa¬ 
tion  and  the  royal  ordonnance  (signed  by  all  the 
ministers  now  in  office)  ordering  them  to  try  Ney 
for  high  treason,  &c.  The  Chamber  of  Peers, 
without  demur,  proceeded  immediately  with  the 
trial,  and  on  the  6th  of  December,  by  a  majority  of 
138  against  22,  returned  a  verdict  of  Guilty — 
Death:  and  of  the  very  small  minority  not  one 
voted  for  a  verdict  of  Not  Guilty  ;  seventeen  of 
the  peers  recommending  transportation  (Ja  deporta- 
tioii)  instead  of  the  capital  punishment,  and  five 
of  them  declining  to  vote  at  all.  Madame  Ney 
waited  upon  the  Duke  of  Wellington  to  quote  the  | 
convention  to  him,  and  to  demand  his  interference 
— not  as  a  favour,  but  as  a  right — to  prove  to  him 
that  he  was  bound  in  honour,  and  by  his  own  act, 
to  protect  her  husband.  She  says,  that  the  duke 
replied  that  he  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  King  of  Prance,  and  that  it  was  not 
in  his  power  to  stop  its  justice  :  and,  if  V/ellington 
said  so,  he  said  what  was  perfectly  true.  The 
government  of  Louis  XVI 1 1,  had  been  entirely 
changed  in  the  month  of  September,  and  Talley¬ 
rand,  with  whom  Wellington  had  at  times  con¬ 
sulted  on  internal  French  affairs,  as  being  the  only 
wise  statesman  in  the  country,  and  the  most  mo¬ 
derate,  was  no  longer  in  office  and  was  no  longer 
consulted  by  the  king.  It  was  Talleyrand  and  the 
Duke  of  AVellington  who  had  stopped  many  con¬ 
templated  measures  of  severity,  and  who  had  greatly 
reduced  the  list  of  proscription.  Madame  Ney 
applied  also  to  the  ambassadors  of  other  nations 
resident  in  Paris,  but  wdthout  any  effect.  Ney 
himself  wrote  to  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  but  in 
the  same  sense  in  which  his  wife  had  spoken  to 
his  grace.  Jladame  Ney  then  made  matters  still 
more  hopeless  by  publishing  a  defective  and  incor¬ 
rect  account  of  the  conversation  which  she  had 
had  with  the  duke.  In  consequence  of  this  pub¬ 
lication,  which  set  forward  in  the  eyes  of  the  whole 
world  the  twelflh  article  of  the  convention  of  Paris 
as  binding  the  British  and  Prussian  commanders- 
in-chief  to  protect  Ney,  the  Duke  of  Wellington 
drew  up  a  memorandum  on  the  19th  of  November, 
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which  was  communicated  to  the  ministers  of  the 
allied  jiowers,  and  afterwards  published.  We  can 
only  refer  to  this  convincing  document,  which 
French  historians  of  the  present  schools  will  never 
quote,  as  setting  the  question  of  the  plea  set  up  for 
Ney,  under  the  convention,  at  rest  for  ever,  in  so 
far,  at  least,  as  regards  the  discussion  of  it  by  rea¬ 
soning  and  facts,  and  not  by  passion  and  mere  de¬ 
clamation  and  invective. 

The  sentence  on  the  marshal  was  pronounced 
at  half-past  eleven  o’clock  of  the  night  of  the  6th 
of  December.  At  midnight,  a  council  was  held 
at  the  Tuileries.  The  Duke  of  Richelieu,  who 
may  be  consiilercd  as  the  real  chief  of  this  cabinet, 
had  said,  “  Who  dares  to  take  any  interest  in  the 
fate  of  Ney?”  Some  of  Richelieu’s  colleagues, 
however,  are  said  to  have  ventured  to  recommend 
a  reprieve,  and  transportation  to  America,  but 
timidly  and  doubtingly.  It  is  added  that  this 
proposition  was  made  to  the  king  himself  about 
an  hour  after  midnight,  and  that  his  hlajesty 
would  not  listen  to  it  for  one  moment.  It  was 
resolved  to  hasten  the  execution,  as  the  govern¬ 
ment  had  been  induced  to  suspect  that  there  was 
a  desperate  plot  on  foot  for  releasing  the  marshal, 
and  for  making  an  emeute,  or  insurrection,  in  the 
faubourgs.  Ney,  however,  was  not  conducted  to 
his  place  of  execution  by  the  light  of  a  lantern, 
as  the  Due  d’Enghien  had  been.  The  sun  was 
getting  high  in  the  heavens,  it  was  nine  o’clock  in 
the  morning,  when  Ney  was  brought  out  of  his 
I  prison,  to  be  conducted  to  the  spot  selected  for 
his  execution — the  broad,  open,  and  public  gardens 
of  the  Luxembourg  Palace,  towards  the  Observa¬ 
tory.  Fie  was  carried  in  a  hackney-coach  through 
the  populous  streets  and  rpiays  of  Paris,  but  there 
was  no  commotion,  no  beau  dasespoir.  The  fau¬ 
bourg  people  cared  little  about  “  the  bravest  of 
the  brave the  Bonapartists,  and  the  other  men 
who  sympathised  with  him,  were  kept  in  awe  by 
the  foreign  troops,  and  by  the  French  troops  that 
wore  the  white  cockade ;  and  the  execution  of 
klarshal  Ney  jiassed  oft'  as  quietly  as  that  of  Palm 
at  Nuremberg,  as  that  of  Hofer  at  Mantua,  or  as 
any  other  state-execution  had  done,  when  Bona¬ 
parte’s  army  gave  the  law,  and  suppressed  the 
expression  of  public  feeling  by  the  display  of  their 
strength.  At  the  Luxembourg  Ney  found  a  small 
detachment  of  gendarmerie  and  two  platoons  of 
veterans  waiting  for  him.  Fie  was  shot  by  one  of 
these  veteran  platoons ;  he  fell  pierced  with  twelve 
bullets,  three  of  them  in  the  head,  and  he  died 
instantly,  and  without  a  struggle.  The  public 
funds,  which  had  been  fluctuating,  rose  as  soon  as 
it  was  known  that  he  was  dead.  Fie  left  behind 
him,  in  France,  many  men  who  had  done  more  to 
merit  death  ;  but  this  will  not  prove  that  his  treason 
had  been  unjustly  punished. 

A  third  execution  would  have  been  added  if  the 
condemned  prisoner  had  nut  escaped.  This  was 
Lavalette,  Bonaparte’s  director-general  of  the  Post- 
office,  and  the  husband  of  a  near  relation  of  Bona¬ 
parte’s  first  wife.  His  professional  knowledge  and 
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experience  had  given  him  the  means  of  being  very 
useful  during  the  progress  of  the  Elba  conspiracy. 
Upon  the  return  of  his  master  from  Elba,  he 
resumed  Ids  important  office  (trebly  important  in 
a  country  where  all  the  posting-horses  were  placed 
under  the  control  of  the  postmaster,  and  where 
the  system  of  opening  letters,  and  stopping  such 
as  might  lie  objectionable,  was  carried  to  tlie 
utmost  perfection).  ITe  was  also  made  one  of 
Bonaparte’s  new  peers.  Early  in  the  morning  of 
the  20th  of  March,  many  hours  before  Bonaparte 
arrived  at  the.  Tuileries  from  Fontainebleau,  and 
scarcely  two  hours  after  Louis  XVIII.  had  fled 
for  Lille,  Lavalette,  whose  subalterns  and  employes 
had  nearly  all  been  left  in  their  places  by  the 
Bourbons,  took  possession  of  the  general  post- 
office  in  Paris,  laid  his  hands  upon  all  the  letters 
and  upon  all  the  money  there,  and  addressed  a 
circular  letter  to  the  directors  or  postmasters  in  all 
parts  of  France,  assuring  them  that  the  emperor 
Napoleon  would  be  at  Paris  within  two  hours, 
that  the  capital  was  in  the  greatest  enthusiasm, 
and  that,  let  the  Bourbonists  do  what  they  would, 
there  was  no  fear  of  any  civil  war  in  France. 
With  his  ample  means,  Lavalette  soon  spread 
copies  of  this  letter  far  and  near,  and  thus  con¬ 
tributed  very  essentially  to  the  temporary  success 
of  the  conspiracy.  After  the  king’s  return,  his 
name  was  set  down  m  the  list  of  proscription. 
He  was  arrested  some  time  after  in  Paris.  His 
case  was  handed  over  to  the  common  court  of 
assize  (^Cour  d’ Assises),  and  on  the  22ik1  of  No¬ 
vember  he  was  found  guilty  by  a  jury,  and  was 
condemned  to  death.  The  wife  of  the  condemned, 
aided  by  Marshal  Marraont,  one  of  Lavalette’s  old 
companions  in  arms,  obtained  access  to  the  king, 
threw  herself  on  her  knees,  and  implored  him  to 
exercise  the  prerogative  of  mercy.  The  king  spoke 
kindly  and  compassionately  to  her,  but  gave  no  pro¬ 
mise,  thus  leaving  it  to  be  understood  that  justice 
must  take  its  course.  Other  efforts  were  equallv  un¬ 
availing.  As  in  the  cases  of  Labedoyere  and  Nev, 
the  French  attributed  the  severity  of  the  king  to  the 
interference  of  his  niece,  the  Uuchess  of  Angcu- 
leme;  but  the  charge  is  absurd.  Tlie  whole  court, 
the  wliole  ministry,  both  the  Houses  or  Chamliers 
now  sitting,  were  clamouring  for  rigour  and  for 
examples  ;  but  the  French  peo])le  could  never  see 
the  sad  haggard  face  of  tlie  daughter  of  Louis  XVI. 
and  Marie- Antoinette,  without  thinking  of  the 
Temple  and  the  guillotine,  and  of  all  the  unspeak¬ 
able  horrors  and  woes  which  they  had  made  her 
suffer  in  her  childhood  and  youth,  and  they  could 
never  drive  from  their  own  vindictive  hearts  and 
heads  the  notion  that  she  lived  and  breathed  only  for 
revenge  and  retaliation.  Madame  Lavalette  was 
an  affectionate  and  devoted  wife,  and  her  husband 
had  many  personal  friends,  and,  in  private  life, 
some  good  and  ciulcaring  qualities.  The  prisoner 
was  not  guarded  so  carefully  as  state-prisoners  had 
been  under  the  republic  and  under  Bonaparte. 
Numerous  friends  visited  him  daily,  and  a  verv 
simple  plan  was  laid  fur  his  escape.  One,  if  nut 
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more,  of  his  gaolers  accepted  a  good  bribe,  and 
promised  to  be  blind.  Madame  went  to  pay  her 
last  visit  on  the  21st  of  December,  for  he  was  to 
be  executed  on  the  next  day.  In  the  cell  the  couple 
exchanged  clothes;  and,  though  Lavalette  was 
a  short  stout  man,  and  his  wife  a  very  tall  and  thin 
woman,  the  travestied  soldier  and  postmaster-general 
was  allowed  to  descend  the  long  staircase  of  the 
Conciergerie,  to  pass  the  several  wickets,  and  to 
get  fairly  out  of  the  prison  without  check  or  ques¬ 
tion.  But  his  danger  was  not  yet  over.  Without 
obtaining  a  passport,  and  other  assistance,  it  was 
impossible  for  him  to  escape  out  of  France.  The 
giving  of  passports  and  the  management  of  police 
no  longer  lay  with  Fouchd,  but  with  a  devoted 
Bourbonist.  On  the  2nd  of  January,  1816,  when 
the  gendarmerie,  when  the  dexterous  and  expert 
myrmidons  of  the  police  were  hunting  after  him, 
and  beating  Paris  like  a  bush,  when  every  otitlet 
from  the  city  was  sharply  w'atched,  and  when 
orders  had  gone  all  over  France  to  stop  and  seize 
him,  Lavalette  applied  to  Mr.  Michael  Bruce,  a  pri¬ 
vate  gentleman  residing  in  Paris,  v’ho  chimed  in  with 
the  most  violent  of  the  opposition  party  in  England, 
and  who,  in  common  with  a  good  mtiny  of  his 
countrymen  resident  in  the  same  place,  had  made 
himself  conspicuous  by  violent  censures  of  the 
jiroceedings  of  the  allies  and  tlie  Bourbon  govern¬ 
ment,  and  by  an  exceedingly  warm  symjiathy  for 
the  Bonapanists,  whom  they  now  represented  as 
V nfortumile  champions  for  liberly !  By  means 
of  an  anonymous  letter,  conveyed  by  a  steady 
friend,  Bruce  was  informed  that  Lavalette  was  still 
in  hiding  in  Paris,  that  he  was  in  dread  of  being 
discovered  every  hour,  and  that  nobody  but  a 
generous  Englishman  like  Bruce  could  save  him. 
Bruce  immediately  communicated  with  his  friend 
and  brother  in  politics  Major-General  Sir  Robert 
Wilson,  who  readily  agreed  to  assist  in  effecting 
the  escape  of  the  unhappy  Frenchman.  It  is  to 
be  stated  that  Sir  Robert  Wilson  was  not,  at  this 
time,  in  active  service.  Bruce  and  AVilson  then 
associated  in  their  project  Captain  Hely  Hutchin¬ 
son,  who  was  in  active  service,  and  quartered  with 
his  regiment  in  Paris,  and  whose  political  antipa¬ 
thies  and  symipathics  were  the  same  as  those  of 
Bruce  and  Wilson.  Passports  were  })rocured  from 
the  British  ambassador,  Sir  Charles  Stuart,  at  the 
request  and  upon  the  responsibility  of  Sir  R. 
Wilson,  for  a  tictitious  general  and  colonel,  who 
were  about  to  travel  to  Belgium.  L-avalette’s 
measure  was  procured,  and  a  tailor  was  employed 
to  make  an  English  general’s  undress  uniform, 
according  to  that  measure.  A  good  brown  wig 
was  ]mrchased  to  disguise  the  fugitive  by  covering 
his  grey  hair ;  and,  with  the  aid  of  Idliston,  an 
English  subaltern  officer,  Bruce,  Wilson,  and 
Hutchinson  provided  everything  that  could  best 
contribute  to  get  Lavalette  safely  beyond  the 
French  frontiers.  AVith  all  the  necessary  precau¬ 
tions,  Lavalette  was  smuggled  by  night  from  his 
hiding-place  to  Hutchinson’s  lodgings.  On  the 
next  morning  Sir  Robert  Wilson  callctl  at  the  door 
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with  his  own  cabriolet,  and  took  up  tlie  Anglicised 
Frenchman  and  drove  off.  Captain  Hutchinson 
mounted  his  horse  and  rode  by  the  side  of  the 
cabriolet,  talking  good  loud  English  with  Wilson. 
In  this  manner  they  got  through  Paris,  and  passed 
the  barrier  of  Clichy  with  litile  or  no  observation. 
At  one  or  two  villages  on  the  road  they  were 
alarmed  hy  some  gendarmes,  who  seemed  to  hover 
about  them.  Farther  on  they  passed  other  gen¬ 
darmes,  who  had  copies  of  a  hand-bill  containing 
the  description  of  Lavalette’s  person  and  features, 
which  hacl  been  dispersed  throughout  France ;  but 
Hutchinson  speaking  good  French,  and  having 
a  ready  wit  about  him,  gave  answers  which  satis- 
iied  these  police-soldiers.  As  they  were  approach¬ 
ing  the  town  of  Cornpiegne,  Sir  Robert  Wilson 
observed  that  some  of  Lavalette’s  grey  hairs  were 
straggling  from  under  his  juvenile  wig;  and  Sir 
Robert,  taking  a  pair  of  scissors,  adroitly  clipped 
off  these  tell-tales.  In  Cornpiegne  they  sought 
out  retired  quarters,  where  they  waited  till  Elliston 
arrived  with  Sir  Robert  Wilson’s  travelling  car¬ 
riage.  When  ])ost -horses  were  procured  (we  be¬ 
lieve  there  was  not  one  of  the  jiostmasters  that 
would  have  stopped  Lavalette  if  he  had  known 
him  ever  so  w'ell),  the  late  postmaster-general  and 
Sir  Robert  continued  their  journey  to  the  near 
frontier.  Thev  crossed  it  safely,  after  passing 
through  Camliray  and  Valenciennes,  which  were 
garrisoned  by  British  troops,  and  they  reached 
Moils,  in  Belgium,  where  all  Lavalette’s  danger 
might  be  considered  as  over.  Sir  Robert  Wilson 
then  posted  back  to  Paris,  the  whole  of  the  expe¬ 
dition  having  occupied  only  sixty  hours.  Sus¬ 
picion,  however,  fell  upon  the  English  knight ; 
and  the  Bourbon  postmaster-general  resorting,  at 
the  orders  of  his  government,  to  those  questionable 
measures  which  Lavalette  had  so  often  employed 
when  he  held  that  office,  stopped  and  opened 
letters,  paying  a  particular  attention  to  such  as 
were  addressed  to  the  leaders  of  the  English  op¬ 
position.  In  this  way  a  letter  was  procured,  and 
handed  over  to  the  police,  written  by  Sir  Robert 
Wilson  to  Earl  Grey,  and  containing  a  full  and 
exact  narrative  of  tiie  whole  transaction.  Imme¬ 
diately  after  this  evidence  was  obtained,  the  police 
arrested  Sir  Robert,  hir.  Bruce,  and  Captain 
Hutchinson,  and  ransacked  their  private  papers 
in  the  hope  of  finding  more  evidence  against 
them.  At  first  each  of  the  three  ])risoners  re¬ 
sisted  every  attempt  which  had  for  its  object  to 
lead  him  to  confess  the  fact,  or  criminate  himself 
or  his  friends  (and,  contrary  to  the  English  prac¬ 
tice,  all  ]ireliminary  examinations  in  France  were, 
and  still  are,  directed  mainly  to  this  one  object)  ; 
but  Sir  Robert  Wilson  afterwards  asserted  on  his 
trial,  that  this  was  done  only  to  compel  the  Frencli 
government  to  confess  the  seizure  of  his  letter  to 
Earl  Grey.  Being  conveyed  to  the  jirison  of  La 
Force,  they  deinaiuled  to  be  released  upon  bail. 
Tliis  was  replied  to  by  an  ordonnance  of  the 
council,  which  said  that  tliere  was  no  ground  for 
the  present  for  determining  upon  the  said  demand. 
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Tlie  three  prisoners  then  drew  up  a  memorial, 
ill  which  an  appeal  against  the  ordonnance  was 
maintained,  on  the  legal  argument  that  the  title 
of  their  accusation  indicated  only  correctional  and 
not  criminal  penalties,  and,  therefore,  did  not  ex¬ 
clude  bail.  Of  this  memorial  no  notice  was  taken. 
They  then  made  an  application  tor  the  communica¬ 
tion  to  their  council  of  the  papers  connected  wdth 
their  trial,  and  this  was  refused,  “  in  conformity  with 
the  law  of  France.”  They  were  then  transferred 
to  the  Conciergerie,  the  prison  Irom  which  Lava¬ 
lette  had  escaped,  and  from  which  Lavalette’s  wife 
had  been  allowed  to  take  her  departure  without 
hindrance  or  molestation,  as  soon  as  the  trick 
was  explained.  She  was  not  arraigned  with 
those  who  had  completed  the  work  which  she 
had  helped  to  begin,  nor  was  she  ever  mo¬ 
lested  afterwards.  The  Bourbon  government 
had  its  vices,  its  faults,  its  imbecilities  ;  but 
it  respected  the  religion  and  the  law  which  justi¬ 
fies  a  wife  in  doing  almost  anything  by  the  order 
of,  or  for  the  sake  of,  her  husband,  and  they  were 
clearly  incapable  of  using  that  rigour  against  a 
female  in  her  situation,  or  in  situations  similar  to 
hers,  which  had  been  employed  very  frequently 
under  the  republic,  and  which,  under  a  mitigated 
and  less  sanguinary  form,  had  not  been  wholly  un¬ 
known  under  the  Consulate  and  Empire.  If  Ma¬ 
dame  Lavalette  had  been  found  in  her  hushand’s 
cell  and  dress  in  the  time  of  the  committee  of 
Sahd  Public,  of  which  Carnot  wuas  a  member,  she 
would  have  been  sent  to  the  guillotine  in  his  stead  ; 
if  she  had  been  so  found  under  Bonaparte,  she 
would  have  been  subjected  to  the  mental  torture  of 
his  police,  and  to  a  long  detention.  Under  the 
present  altered  state  of  affairs  it  is  French  phrase- 
making  and  mere  bombast  to  describe  Madame 
Lav-alette’s  short,  easy,  and  well-prepared  perform¬ 
ance  as  the  miraculous  invention  and  execution  of 
conjugal  love,  as  the  most  touching,  most  heroic, 
most  sublime  instance  upon  record  ot  what  a  wo¬ 
man  can  do  for  the  object  of  her  affections.  The 
history  of  everv  country  that  has  a  history  will 
furnish  instances  where  women  have  done  ten 
times  more  and  have  incurred  a  hundred  times 
more  danger  for  fathers,  brothers,  husbands,  or 
lovers  ;  and  the  bloody  records  of  the  French  revo¬ 
lution  offer  abundant  instances  ot  delicate  women 
liraving  the  utmost  extremities  of  fatigue  and  dan¬ 
ger  for  the  slightest  and  most  desperate  chance  of 
saving  those  they  loved.  These  women  acted  with 
the  guillotine  and  its  corvees  before  their  eyes,  and 
in  most  cases  with  the  fore-knowledge  that,  whether 
they  succeeded  or  failed  in  their  mission,  their  own 
death  was  inevitable.  Here  the  strength  of  affection 
was  put  to  the  strongest  test ;  here  a  sublimity  of 
love,  heroism,  and  self-devotion  was  required ;  but 
there  was  not  an  nvocat,  there  was  not  a  friend,  in 
Baris  but  could  have  told  Madame  Lavalette  that 
the  greatest  risk  she  ran  was  t’nat  of  a  short  im¬ 
prisonment.  But  the  high-souled  dames  and 
demoiselles  who  so  braved  Samson  and  his  axe 
were  Bourbonists — aristocrats  (ot  the  old  and  not 
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of  the  new  class).  According  to  the  writers  of  the 
Honapartist  scliool,  all  virtue  and  heroism  began 
with  the  Empire,  or,  at  the  earliest,  with  the  Con¬ 
sulate,  and  no  sympathy  or  pity  v/as  due  except 
to  the  friends  and  partisans  of  Napoleon ;  and 
(partly,  perhaps,  because  the  number  of  victims 
was  so  very  small)  they  dwelt  with  untiring  inven¬ 
tion  and  rhetoric  upon  each  particular  case,  filling 
the  world  with  rhapsodies  and  take  notions,  which 
it  is  high  time  the  world  should  be  disabused  of. 
But,  though  Madame  Lavalette  was  not  arraigned 
along  with  Sir  Robert  Wilson  and  his  two  I’riends, 
the  turnkey,  the  under-turnkey,  and  some  other 
subordinate  agents  of  a  class  scarcely  more  honour¬ 
able,  were  arraigned  with  them.  They  were  tried 
by  the  same  court  of  assize  which  had  tried  La¬ 
valette.  They  were  brought  to  the  bar  on  the 
22nd  of  April,  1816,  Sir  Robert  Wilson  appearing 
in  grand  uniform,  with  seven  or  eight  orders  of  dif¬ 
ferent  European  sovereigns,  and  Hutchinson  wear¬ 
ing  the  uniform  of  his  military  rank.  The  court 
was  crowded  to  excess  by  Bonapartists  or  liberals 
(the  two  terms  being  now  confounded),  and  the 
number  and  temper  of  the  auditory  seem  to  have 
excited  our  three  countrymen,  who  were  all  of  an 
excitable  temperament,  to  certain  displays  of  elo¬ 
quence  which  were  neither  called  for,  nor  in  good 
taste.  They  demanded  that,  as  in  England  a 
foreigner  accused  of  any  crime  is  entitled  to  be 
tried  by  a  jury  composed  half  of  Englishmen  and 
half  of  foreigners,  a  similar  pirivilege  might  be 
extended  to  them  in  France.  The  court  replied 
that  this  was  contrary  to  French  law,  or  that  there 
was  no  precedent  for  it.  But  the  Englishmen  had 
nothing  to  fear  either  from  the  severity  of  a  French 
jury  or  from  the  severity  of  the  French  judges; 
and  it  might  have  happened  that  six  English  jury¬ 
men  would  have  been  found  in  Paris  who  would 
have  been  very  unfavourably  impressed  by  some  of 
the  speeches  made  by  the  prisoners  to  a  French 
audience.  There  was  now  abundant  evidence,  even 
without  Sir  Robert  Wilson’s  intercepted  letter  to 
Earl  Grey,  to  prove  all  the  facts  of  the  case,  and 
each  of  the  prisoners  now'  frankly  confessed  all 
that  had  been  done.  Mr.  Bruce,  to  whom  Lava¬ 
lette  had  applied  in  the  first  instance,  said,  “  I 
could  not  repulse  a  man  who  had  put  his  life  into 
my  hands.”  The  whole  defence  ought  to  have 
begun  and  ended  here.  This  w'as  a  sentiment 
winch  would  have  been  re-echoed  by  every  true 
Englishman,  whatever  might  be  his  politics ;  and 
there  could  liave  been  but  few  British  ofheers  in 
F’rance  but  would  have  infringed  the  strict  line  of 
their  duty  to  save  Lavalette  if  he  had  thrown  him- 
SL'lf  into  their  power,  and  have  stated  that  they 
alone  could  save  him  from  certain  death.  But 
both  Bruce  and  Wilson  went  on  to  declaim  against 
the  restored  Bourbon  government  and  against  their 
own  government ;  and  the  louder  they  grew  upon 
these  particulars  the  more  visible  and  the  more 
audible  became  the  approbation  and  admiration  of 
that  crowded  audience.  After  Sir  Robert’s  finish¬ 
ing  speech  “  some  violence  was  done  to  the  respect 


[Book  Ill. 

due  to  the  majesty  of  justice;”  which  means,  in 
plain  English,  that  the  Frenchmen  clapped  their 
hands  and  shouted  and  cheered.  The  preux  cheva- 
lic7'x,  not  satisfied  with  having  saved  Lavalette  and 
with  justifying  that  generous  deed,  took  upon  them¬ 
selves — -there,  in  a  foreign  country  and  in  a  foreign 
court  of  justice,  crammed  with  the  inveterate  ene¬ 
mies  of  their  country — to  declare  and  protest — 
against  the  word,  and  the  convincing,  unanswerable 
exposition,  of  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  whose  honour 
was  as  pure  as  that  of  any  one  of  them,  and  whose 
intellect  and  judgment  were  w'orth  more  than  those, 
not  of  three  but  three  score  such  men — that  the 
national  faith  of  England  had  been  shamefully  vio¬ 
lated  both  in  the  ])rosecution  of  Marshal  Ney  and 
in  that  of  Lavalette,  inasmuch  as  they  were  both 
sheltered  by  the  12th  article  of  the  Convention  of 
Paris  !  The  serious  charge,  that  the  prisoners  had 
been  engaged  in  a  plot,  directed  generally  against 
the  political  system  of  Europe,  and  particularly 
with  the  object  of  changing  the  French  govern¬ 
ment,  and  exciting  the  French  people  to  take  up 
arms,  was  struck  out  before  the  indictment  came 
into  this  court.  Upon  the  minor  oflence,  that  they 
had  effected  the  eseape  of  a  prisoner  condemned 
by  the  laws  of  his  country,  the  jury  reluctantly,  and 
after  a  deliberation  of  two  hours,  returned  a  verdict 
of  guilty.  The  president  of  the  court,  after  a  very 
gentle  address,  read  the  article  in  the  Code  Na]io- 
leon,  in  which  the  punishment  ])rescribed  for  such 
offences  w'as  imprisonment  for  a  term  not  exceed¬ 
ing  tw'o  years,  nor  less  than  three  months ;  and 
then  w'ithout  hesitation  he  pronounced  sentence  for 
the  shortest  allowable  term.  The  turnkey,  or  con¬ 
cierge,  Eberld,  was  condemned  to  two  years’  im¬ 
prisonment,  and  then  to  ten  years  of  police  surveil¬ 
lance  :  all  the  rest  were  acquitted.  The  trouble 
and  anxiety  which  it  had  cost  the  three  English¬ 
men  to  smuggle  Lavalette  out  of  France  formed  no 
trifling  sacrifice;  they  passed  three  months  in  pri¬ 
son  before  they  were  brought  to  trial ;  and  two  of 
them  had  exposed  themselves  to  much  more  severe 
consequences — to  be  cashiered  out  of  the  British 
army  ;  and  yet,  after  all  these  sacrifices,  and  not¬ 
withstanding  their  very  acceptable  protest  about  the 
Convention  of  Paris,  French  historians,  though  con¬ 
tinuing  to  exaggerate  the  heroic  sacrifices  made  by 
Lavalette’s  wife,  are  beginning  to  omit  all  mention 
or  even  allusion  to  the  names  of  Mr.  Michael 
Bruce,  General  Sir  Robert  Wilson,  and  Captain 
Ilely  Hutchinson.  The  conduct  of  the  Prince 
Regent,  or  of  the  British  government,  which  had 
been  grossly  insulted,  was  mild  and  generous  even 
to  magnanimity.  As  both  Wilson  and  Hutchinson 
were  British  officers  of  some  distinction,  it  was 
impossible  for  the  regent,  in  the  relation  in 
which  he  stood  towards  the  King  of  France,  to 
omit  taking  notice  of  an  adventure  which  had  sub¬ 
jected  them  to  the  penal  sentence  of  a  French 
court.  Accordingly,  through  the  usual  channe 
of  the  Horse  Guards,  the  regent  expressed  to  the 
two  officers  the  opinion  he  entertained  of  their  con¬ 
duct.  They  vvere  told,  that,  while  he  must  condemn 
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their  rasliness  in  interfering  with  tlie  internal 
affairs  of  France,  and  reprove  them  for  a  departure 
from  the  propriety  of  their  character  as  British  offi¬ 
cers,  his  royal  highness  nevertheless  felt  the  extra¬ 
ordinary  situation  in  which  they  had  been  placed, 
and  forcbore  inflicting  upon  them  any  punishment 
beyond  what  this  expression  of  his  censure  might 
convey. 

The  design  had  been  well  known  to  them  long 
before ;  but  it  was  on  the  evening  of  the  4th  of 
March,  that  a  confidential  messenger  brought  to 
Carolina  Bonaparte  and  her  husband,  King  Joa¬ 
chim  of  Naples,  the  news  that  the  emperor  had 
quitted  Elba  on  the  26th  of  February,  and  was 
sailing  for  France.  By  the  22ud  of  March,  Murat 
and  his  whole  army  were  in  motion.  Knowing, 
by  the  experience  of  last  year,  the  immense  moral 
force  of  the  tiara,  Murat  assured  the  pope  that  no 
mischief,  no  disrespect  was  intended  to  him  ;  but, 
as  the  noisy  Neapolitan  army  entered  the  Stales  of 
the  Church,  the  pope  and  his  cardinals,  his  guest 
Charles  IV.  of  Spain,  and  other  personages,  fled 
to  Genoa,  and  left  Rome  sad,  silent,  and  deserted. 
The  Emperor  of  Austria  was  thoroughly  acquainted 
with  many  facts  and  circumstances  which  ren¬ 
dered  Murat’s  army  a  rope  of  sand;  but,  at  the 
same  time,  the  court  of  Vienna,  suspecting  Murat’s 
intentions,  having  ]ialpable  proofs  of  the  corre¬ 
spondence  he  had  been  carrying  on  with  Elba, 
and  being  determined  to  make  security  doubly 
sure,  had  sent  General  Frimont  into  Lombardy 
with  large  reinforcements,  and  had  resolved  not  to 
withdraw  a  single  battalion  from  Italy  for  the  war 
or  the  military  occupation  in  France,  until  Murat 
should  declare  himself,  and  thereupon  receive  his 
quietus.  All  the  passes  of  the  Alps  and  Mantua, 
and  all  the  formidable  fortresses  in  Upper  Italy, 
had  now’  been  nearly  twelve  months  in  the  hands 
of  the  Austrians.  As  the  Neapolitans  advanced, 
the  country  people  carried  their  persons  and  their 
property  as  far  out  of  their  way  as  they  conve¬ 
niently  could ;  the  vision  of  a /eree  en  masse,  or 
of  an  active  and  enthusiastic  army  of  insurgents 
following  the  banners  of  hlurat  and  of  “  L’Indi- 
PENDENz.v  dell’  Italia,”  Vanished  into  thin  air. 
But  in  front  was  Frimont’s  army,  50,000  strong, 
and  in  the  most  perfect  state  of  discipline  and 
obedience.  After  some  trifling  affairs  of  positions, 
the  Neapolitans  sustained  a  severe  check  at  Oc- 
chiobello,  on  the  Po,  and  they  can  hardly  be  said 
to  have  fought  again  in  earnest.  While  Murat 
was  in  the  heat  of  this  combat,  trying  to  animate 
his  people  with  his  own  courage,  which  was  as 
brilliant  as  ever,  and  which  was  the  onlv  quality 
in  him  that  had  ever  been  brilliant,  he  received  a 
letter  from  Lord  William  Bentinck,  telling  him 
that,  according  to  the  engagements  of  the  European 
coalition,  and  on  account  of  the  sudden  war  into 
which  he  (Murat)  had  entered  against  Austria, 
without  motive  and  without  warning,  his  lordship 
must  hold  the  armistice  previously  existing  be¬ 
tween  Naples  and  England  to  be  violated  and 
broken ;  and  that,  consequently,  England  would 
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now  assist  Austria  both  with  land  and  sea  forces. 
This  blow  alone  was  quite  sufficient  to  shatter  the 
whole  of  that  scheme  which  Bonaparte  pretended 
might  have  saved  him  if  it  had  only  been  pro¬ 
perly  managed  ;  for  so  universal  had  become  the 
spirit  of  disaffection  in  the  kingdom  of  Naples, 
that  the  arrival  at  that  part  of  the  coast  of  a  small 
Anglo-Sicilian  armament  would  have  instantly 
led  to  a  truly  popular  and  fierce  insurrection,  and 
to  wholesale  desertion  from  Murat’s  wavering 
troops.  Upon  receiving  Lord  Bentinck’s  ominous 
note,  though  he  looked  and  spoke  as  if  he  had 
been  taken  by  surprise,  Murat  saw  the  imminent 
danger  with  which  his  throne  and  family  at 
Naples  were  menaced  ;  and  a  few  hours  after  he 
quitted  the  main  body  of  his  army,  and  retraced 
his  steps  as  far  as  Bologna.  There  he  called  a  coun¬ 
cil  of  war,  one  half  of  the  members  of  which  were 
now  actually  plotting,  directly  or  indirectly,  against 
him.  It  was  decided  that,  as  the  people  of  Italy 
would  not  be  liberated,  and  as  the  Austrians  were 
so  much  stronger  than  they  ought  to  have  been 
(they  were  again  being  joined  by  reinforcements), 
the  only  thing  to  be  done  was  to  retire  upon 
the  frontiers  of  their  own  kingdom.  The  retreat 
was  commenced  forthw'ith.  Frimont  followed  it 
with  unusual  speed,  and  the  Austrians  were  soon 
close  upon  the  rear  of  the  bewildered  macaroni- 
eaters,  who  were  followed  at  the  same  time  by  the 
hootings  and  curses  of  the  townspeople  and  vil¬ 
lagers,  whose  substance  they  had  consumed  with¬ 
out  paving  for  it,  for  the  military  chest  had  not 
been  filled  as  had  been  expected,  but  was  now  a 
perfect  vacuum.  Poor  Murat,  on  the  29tli  of 
April,  when  the  mountains  of  the  Abruzzi  and 
the  other  high  lands  which  form  the  frontiers  of 
Naples  were  full  in  sight,  issued  a  proclamation 
to  encourage  his  sore-footed  and  faint-hearted 
soldiers,  and  to  tell  them  that,  though  the  move¬ 
ments  they  had  lately  been  making  looked  like  a 
retreat,  they  were  in  reality  no  such  thing,  but 
only  strategetical  movements,  which  he  had  con¬ 
templated  and  arranged  from  the  beginning!  Be¬ 
tween  the  1st  and  4th  of  IMay,  there  was  some 
sharp  skirmishing  (we  can  scarcely  call  the  affairs 
battles)  at  Macerata  and  Tolentino,  in  the  Roman 
states;  but,  though  the  Neapolitans  claimed  some 
advantages,  Murat  found  that  he  must  retreat  still 
farther,  and  cross  the  frontiers,  instead  of  holding 
his  ground  in  advance  of  them  ;  for,  while  he  had 
been  attending  to  two  of  the  great  entrances  into 
Naples,  one  Austrian  division  had  with  great  ease 
forced  a  third  entrance,  being  welcomed  by  the 
people,  who  declared  for  King  Ferdinand;  and 
another  division  was  rapidly  advancing  by  a  fourth 
pass,  and  by  the  high  posting-road  which  runs 
from  Rome  to  the  city  of  Naples;  while  other 
Austrian  corps  were  gathering  close  on  the  flanks 
of  Murat,  and  threatening  to  glide  between  him 
and  the  frontier.  He  moved  quickly,  but  so  did 
the  x\ustrian  general;  and  Neapolitans  and  Aus¬ 
trians  crossed  the  frontier,  and  entered  the  kingdom 
at  very  nearly  the  same  moment,  and  almost  pell- 
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inell  together.  Murat’s  army  of  reserve  had  been 
almost  entirely  collected  in  the  Abruzzi,  and  in 
the  fortified  cainj)  of  Mignano  ;  and  within  that 
frontier  line  there  were  several  strong  fortresses, 
many  walled  towns,  and  many  difficult  mountain 
passes,  but  the  troops  could  stand  nowhere.  The 
people  were  all  in  a  state  of  insurrection,  the  for¬ 
tresses  capitulated  ujion  summons,  and  the  walled 
towns  ojiened  their  gates  to  tlie  Austrians,  and 
hoisted  tlie  Bourbon  Hag.  Some  of  his  generals 
told  him  that  the  best  way  to  drive  back  tlie  in¬ 
vaders  was  to  make  and  proclaim  immediately  a 
constitution.  He  took  the  sapient  counsel  ;  a  con¬ 
stitution,  pretty  closely  resembling  the  first  charie 
of  Louis  XVIII.,  was  hastily  drawn  up  on  the 
12th  of  May  among  the  mountains  of  the  Abruzzi ; 
and,  being  dispatched  to  Madame  Murat,  who  was 
acting  as  regent  during  her  husband’s  absence  in 
the  field,  it  was  published  in  the  capital  on  the 
18th.  It  produced  much  less  sensation  than  the 
placard  of  the  day,  which  announced  the  opera 
and  ballet  that  were  to  be  pierformed  that  evening 
in  the  Theatre  San  Carlo.  In  the  meanwhile,  the 
Neapolitan  soldiers  who  had  returned  from  the 
Po,  finding  themselves  among  their  own  moun¬ 
tains  or  near  to  their  owm  homes,  deserted  from 
the  standard  of  their  French  king  in  shoals,  told 
everybody  they  met  that  100,000  Austrians,  at 
the  very  least,  had  entered  the  kingdom,  and  that 
their  legitimate  true-born  Neapolitan  king  was 
coming  back.  Prince  Leopold,  the  second  son 
of  King  Ferdinand,  was  with  the  Austrian  division 
that  w'as  advancing  by  the  direct  road  from  Rome. 
General  Manhes,  who  had  behaved  like  a  butcher 
in  Calabria,  now  behaved  like  a  coward  and  idiot, 
abandoning  positions  and  making  ridiculous  move¬ 
ments  by  which  hlurat’s  right  flank  and  rear  were 
equally  endangered.  Thanks  to  Austrian  slowness 
and  caution,  Murat  got  out  of  the  mountainous 
regions  of  the  Abruzzi ;  but  it  was  only  to  learn 
that  four  or  five  entire  provinces  had  hoisted  the 
Bourbon  flag,  and  that  an  English  squadron  was 
threatening  to  bombard  the  ca[)ital,  unless  his  re¬ 
gent  wife  delivered  over  all  his  vessels  of  w'ar,  naval 
stores,  &c.,  to  be  held  liy  the  English  until  the  con¬ 
clusion  of  the  w’ar.  Bonaparte’s  mother,  his  uncle 
Cardinal  Fesch,  and  his  sister  Pauline,  who  had  all 
been  living  at  Naples,  had  fled  for  P'rance  by  sea, 
and  liis  children  had  been  sent  for  security  to  the 
formidable  fortress  of  Gaeta.  While  Murat  was 
devising  how  to  make  a  stand  on  the  river  Ga- 
rigliano,  or  on  the  river  Volturno,  the  division 
of  his  army,  posted  in  the  fortified  camp  of  Mig¬ 
nano,  fell  into  a  panic  by  night,  set  up  the  Neapo¬ 
litan  shout  of  “  Fuijimnm which  means  rather 
more  than  the  French  Sauve  qui  peul,’^  mistook 
friends  for  foes,  fired  upon  one  another  in  the 
dark,  fled  from  that  excellent  position,  left  all 
their  artillery  and  baggage  behind  them,  and  ran 
through  some  regiments  posted  in  their  rear, 
screaming,  “  We  are  betrayed  !  You  are  be¬ 
trayed !  We  are  all  betrayed!”  This  was  the 
last  act  of  the  campaign  winch  Murat  had  com¬ 
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menced  with  the  intention  of  revolutionizing  all 
Italy,  and  then  of  crossing  the  Alps  with  a  vast 
Italian  army  to  fall  upon  the  rear  of  Schwartzen- 
berg’s  army  in  France !  He  advised  his  generals 
to  make  the  best  convention  and  bargain  fur  them¬ 
selves  they  could  with  the  Austrians  (few  of  them 
needed  the  advice,  for  they  had  taken  thought  for 
themselves  beforehand),  and,  quitting  this  rem¬ 
nant  of  his  army,  he  travelled  incognito  to  Naples, 
entered  the  city  in  the  dusk  of  the  evening,  drove 
into  the  palace,  and  announced  that  fortune  had  be¬ 
trayed  him,  that  all  was  lost.  Fie  found  that  his 
wife  had  already  concluded  an  agreement  with  Com¬ 
modore  Campbell,  she  consenting  to  give  up  the 
Neapolitan  ships  of  war,  &c.,  and  he  engaging  to 
give  her  and  her  family,  her  private  property  and 
attendants,  an  asylum  on  hoard  his  ships,  and 
aftervvards  a  passage  in  an  English  man-of-w'ar  to 
whatsoever  port  in  the  Alediterranean  she  might 
choose  to  repair  to.  When  Carolina  Bonaparte 
made  this  compact  with  the  British  commodore, 
she  was  hourly  threatened  with  a  fierce  insurrec¬ 
tion  of  all  the  Lazzaroni,  rabhle,  and  revengeful 
royalists  of  the  city;  and  this  danger  became  much 
greater  a  day  or  two  after,  when  her  husband  had 
again  left  her,  and  when  she  found  herself  under 
the  hard  necessity  of  imploring  Campbell  to  land 
300  English  sailors  and  marines  to  assist  in 
guarding  the  palace.  It  is  to  be  mentioned  to 
her  honour,  that  throughout  this  crisis,  which 
lasted  several  days,  she  displayed  great  courage 
and  presence  of  mind. 

On  the  20th  of  May  the  Neapolitan  generals 
concluded  a  convention  with  the  Austrians  at  Casa 
Lanza,  a  farm  house  only  three  miles  from  Capua 
and  only  nineteen  from  Naples :  they  agreed  to  give 
up  the  fortress  of  Capua  on  the  21st,  and  the  city 
of  Naples  with  its  castles,  &c.  on  the  23rd:  the  Aus¬ 
trians  agreed,  in  the  names  of  the  Emperor  Francis 
and  King  Ferdinand,  that  they  and  all  the  Neapo¬ 
litan  officers  that  took  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the 
restored  Bourbon  should  retain  their  military  rank, 
their  ])ay,  pensions,  honours,  titles,  estates,  &c., 
&c.  On  the  evening  of  the  day  on  which  this  con¬ 
vention  was  signed  Murat  fled  from  Naples  to  the 
solitary  coast  between  Bairn  and  Minternum,  and 
thence,  in  a  fisherman’s  boat,  crossed  over  to  the 
island  of  Ischia.  Two  Neapolitan  noblemen,  who 
had  held  high  rank  in  his  army,  and  who  were 
exceedingly  attached  to  him,  would  not  abandon 
him  in  his  present  forlorn  state;  but  except  these 
two  high-minded  men  he  had  few  followers.  On 
the  next  day  his  wife,  protected  hy  English  sailors 
and  marines,  embarked  in  the  British  man-of-war; 
and  on  the  23rd  of  May  the  Austrians  and  the 
Bourbon  prince  Leopold  entered  Naples  in  tri¬ 
umph.  A  few  days  after  Commodore  Camphell 
sailed  dowm  to  Gaeta,  took  Murat’s  four  children 
on  board,  and  then  carried  them,  with  their  mo¬ 
ther  and  their  rather  numerous  attendants,  to  the 
Emj)eror  of  Austria’s  Adriatic  port  of  Trieste. 
F^rom  the  island  of  Ischia  Murat  and  his  thin  and 
despondent  retinue  went  in  a  small  coasting-vessel 
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to  the  coast  of  France,  and  on  the  28th  or  29th  of 
]May  they  entered  the  port  of  Frejus,  where  Bona¬ 
parte  had  landed  on  his  return  from  Elba.  Here 
doubts  and  misgivings,  which  had  been  scorned 
before,  overcame  Murat,  and,  not  daring  to  proceed 
to  Paris  and  face  Bonaparte  without  announce¬ 
ment  or  preparation,  he  went  and  hid  himself  with 
his  friends  on  the  rocky  coast  near  Toulon,  and 
wrote  a  pathetic  and  suiiplicatory  letter  to  Fouche, 
offering  his  services  in  France.  Fouche  presented 
this  sad  letter  to  Bonaparte,  who,  after  reading  it, 
refused  to  send  his  unhappy  brother-in-law  a  pass¬ 
port,  to  write  one  word  of  comfort  to  him,  to  take 
any  the  slightest  notice  of  him  or  of  his  hard  fate. 
Murat  and  his  friends  lay  concealed  where  they 
w'ere  for  nearly  a  month,  or  until  the  intelligence 
of  Wellington  and  Blticher’s  memorable  victory 
reached  them.  At  the  news  the  royalists  of  Toulon, 
Marseilles,  Nismes,  and  nearly  all  the  towns  in 
that  part  of  France,  commenced  a  bloody  retalia¬ 
tion  upon  the  republicans  and  Bonapartists.  Some 
of  his  attendants  quitted  him,  but  Murat  with  his 
faithful  friends  sought  another  hiding-place.  He 
now  w'rote  again  to  Fouche,  beseeching  him  to 
procure  and  send  him  a  passport  for  England. 
Fouche  returned  no  answer.  A  warm  personal 
friend,  a  busy  active  man,  who  had  once  been,  for 
a  very  brief  season,  an  officer  on  Murat’s  staff  at 
Najiles,  learned  the  sad  plight  in  which  that  fugi¬ 
tive  now  was,  and  spontaneously  made  himself  his 
agent  at  Paris,  and  his  advocate  in  pleading  with 
the  allies.  But  this  agent  required  time,  and  it  w'as 
impossible  for  Murat  to  stay  much  longer  in  France, 
for  the  royalists  had  discovered  that  the  once  terri¬ 
ble  dragooner  was  hiding  in  the  country,  and  their 
suspicions  and  fears  exaggerated  his  little  baud  to 
the  magnitude  of  an  army.  The  fugitives  were 
more  than  once  in  danger  of  starving.  In  his 
despair  Murat  wrote  a  piteous  letter  to  Louis 
XVIII.,  and  enclosed  it  to  the  silent  Fouche. 
After  many  adventures  almost  as  romantic  as  those 
of  Charles  Stuart  the  Pretender,  Murat  and  his 
diminished  suite  got  over  to  the  island  of  Corsica, 
and  claimed  the  hospitality  of  some  old  officers 
there.  He  was  assured  that  he  might  remain  with 
perfect  safety  in  the  island  till  his  representations 
to  the  allies  should  produce  their  effect  or  procure 
him  permission  to  go  and  join  his  wife  and  children 
at  Trieste.  A  few  weeks — even  a  few  days — before, 
this  assurance  would  have  filled  him  with  joy  and 
contentment ;  but  now  his  unfixed,  disorganized 
mind  had  taken  another  turn.  A  set  of  despera¬ 
does,  chiefly  Corsicans  and  Italian  refugees,  ga¬ 
thered  round  him  in  the  country  near  Ajaccio,  the 
birth-place  of  the  Bonapartes,  and  hinted  that  he 
might  take  a  start  from  Corsica,  as  his  brother-in- 
law  had  done  from  Elba,  and  that  with  vigour  and 
resolution,  and  his  indomitable  courage,  his  king¬ 
dom  of  Naples  might  be  recovered  !  The  two  Nea¬ 
politan  noblemen  who  had  followed  him  in  his 
desperate  fortunes,  and  who  were  both  of  them 
military  men,  implored  him  with  tears  in  their 
eyes,  to  give  up  so  hopeless  an  enterprise — to  sail 
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across  the  Mediterranean  to  Tunis,  where  the 
Moors  cared  nothing  for  the  pass])orts,  and  whence 
he  might  easily  procure  a  passage  to  Malta — or  to 
wait  patiently  among  the  Corsicans  of  Ajaccio  un¬ 
til  some  letters  should  be  received  from  Paris — to 
do  anything  rather  than  run  into  the  jaws  of 
death.  And,  when  they  saw  that  his  brain  was 
turned,  and  that  he  considered  them  as  deficient 
in  courage  (and  not  till  then),  the  two  brave  and 
faithful  Neapolitans  took  their  leave  of  him,  look¬ 
ing  after  the  means  of  securing  their  own  safety, 
and  leaving  him  among  his  vulgar  ruffians,  more 
than  one  of  whom  they  suspected  of  being  a  traitor 
who  hoped  to  gain  advantages  by  delivering  up 
M  Lirat  to  the  vengeance  of  King  Ferdinand.  About 
the  middle  of  September  it  was  known  at  Genoa 
and  Leghorn  that  the  ex-king  of  Naples  had  col¬ 
lected  from  150  to  200  armed  men.  The  day  of 
departure  was  fixed,  when  an  incident  occurred 
which  ought  to  have  changed  Mural’s  wdld  deter¬ 
mination,  for  it  gave  him  the  full  assurance  of  pro¬ 
tection  and  security,  and  of  that  re-union  with  his 
family  for  which  he  had  been  so  eager  a  short  time 
before.  Though  Fouchd  had  been  silent,  he  had 
not  been  altogether  idle  in  his  cause ;  and  it  had 
not  been  difficult  for  his  own  agent  in  Paris  to 
ascertain  that  the  allied  sovereigns,  including 
Louis  XVI I L,  were  not  desirous  of  proceeding  to 
any  harsh  extremities,  or  unwilling  to  grant  per¬ 
mission  to  Murat  to  reside,  as  a  private  gentleman, 
with  his  wife  and  family.  The  allies  well  knew  by 
this  time  that  he  was  wholly  destitute  of  the  means 
of  becoming  dangerous.  This  agent  arrived  in 
Corsica  and  presented  to  Murat  a  pass  and  letter 
from  the  Emperor  of  Austria.  The  Emperor  pro¬ 
mised  him  a  safe  and  honourable  asylum  in  the 
Austrian  dominions,  where  his  family  then  were ; 
suggested  that,  as  his  wife  had  assumed  the  title  of 
Countess  of  Lipano,  he  should  take  the  style  of 
Count  Lipano,  and  left  it  to  his  free  choice  to  live 
in  any  city,  country  district,  or  villa  in  Bohemia, 
Moravia,  or  Upper  Austria ;  and  nothing  was  re¬ 
quired  from  him  but  his  word  of  honour  that  he 
would  not  quit  the  Austrian  dominions  without  the 
emperor’s  consent,  and  that  he  would  live  there 
like  a  private  individual,  obedient  to  the  laws  of 
the  Austrian  empire.  But  so  intense  was  Murat’s 
insanity  that  he  spurned  at  these  generous  condi¬ 
tions.  The  agent,  an  Englishman  by  birth  and 
education,  though  the  son  of  an  Italian  father,  had 
been  instructed  not  to  deliver  the  passport  to 
Murat  if  he  should  find  him  engaged  in  any  war¬ 
like  enterprise.  The  passport  was  only  to  be  given 
conditionally.  Yet  the  said  agent,  though  he  saw 
the  armed  band,  and  the  barks  engaged  and  all 
ready  to  convey  it  to  the  Nea])olitan  kingdom,  and 
though  he  heard  from  Mural’s  own  li])s  the  full 
extent  of  his  mad  project  for  attacking  King  Fer¬ 
dinand,  a  sovereign  under  the  protection  of  the 
allies,  and  more  especially  under  the  protection  of 
the  Emperor  of  Austria,  whose  army  was  still  at 
Naples,  gave  Murat  the  ])assport.  And  Murat, 
resorting  to  trickery  and  finesse,  j)rofessed  to  accept 
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the  asylum  offered  him  hy  the  allies,  though  he 
declined  proceeding  to  Trieste  in  an  English  fri¬ 
gate,  as  it  was  proposed  he  should  do.  He  wrote 
from  Ajaccio  an  olKcial  letter  to  the  allied  sove¬ 
reigns  to  this  effect.  His  obvious  intention  was 
to  blind  the  allies  as  to  his  real  projects,  and  to 
use  the  passport  if  he  should  be  hailed  by  a  British 
cruizer  on  his  voyage  between  Corsica  and  the 
Neapolitan  coast.  On  the  night  of  the  28th  of 
September  he  embarked  his  embryo  army,  which 
had  dwindled  away  rather  than  increased,  in  five  or 
six  small  vessels.  It  is  said,  but  not  proved,  that 
he  intended  to  land  near  the  city  of  Salerno,  where 
2000  or  3000  Neapolitan  troops  of  his  old  army 
were  stationed.  A  tempest,  which  appears  to  have 
blown  only  for  the  boats  engaged  in  this  preposte¬ 
rous  imitation  of  the  voyage  from  Elba,  is  said  to 
have  dispersed  the  armada ;  but  there  are  very 
good  grounds  for  believing  that  the  dispersion  was 
voluntary,  that  the  Corsicans  and  other  vagabonds, 
upon  cool  reflection,  thought  that  there  would  be  a 
much  greater  chance  of  getting  bullets  through 
their  heads  than  of  getting  money  into  their  purses 
by  following  Murat,  and  that  they  bore  away  for 
Tunis,  appropriating  everything  that  was  in  the 
boats,  and  intending  to  sell  the  arms  and  ammuni¬ 
tion  upon  which  Murat  had  spent  almost  his  last 
ducat  to  the  Moors  and  corsairs.  On  the  8th  of 
October,  a  holiday,  two  barks  were  seen  off  the 
western  coast  of  Calabria.  These  were  all  that 
Murat  had  been  able  to  keep  together,  and  they  bore 
him  and  his  fortunes.  He  could  not  have  come  to  a 
worse  place,  for,  of  all  the  people  in  the  kingdom  the 
Calabrians  were  the  fiercest,  and  had  the  most  rea¬ 
son  to  abhor  the  French.  Y'et  the  maniac  landed 
there  at  the  little  town  of  Pizzo,  with  his  army  of 
twenty-eight  men,  he  waving  a  fantastic  flag  and 
shouting  “  I  am  Joachim,  your  king!  It  is  your 
duty  to  obey  me!”  and  they  crying  “  Long  live 
King  Joachim !”  The  people  on  the  spot  seemed 
to  think  it  was  all  a  dream :  they  neither  joined 
him  nor  fell  upon  him.  Fie  marched  upon  a  road 
leading  to  the  populous  city  of  Monteleone,  the 
capital  of  the  province ;  but  he  had  not  marched 
many  hundred  yards  before  he  had  a  hell-cry  at 
his  heels.  This  proceeded  from  the  people  of 
Pizzo,  who  were  led  on  by  a  ferocious  old  Bour¬ 
bon  partizan,  and  who  presently  poured  a  smart 
fire  of  musketry  and  rifles  upon  the  intruders, 
killing  two  on  the  spot,  and  wounding  several 
others.  Murat  now  turned  and  fled  towards  his 
boat ;  but  when  he  reached  the  beach  both  the 
boats  were  gone,  or  going.  The  admiral  of  that 
precious  armada  was  one  Barbara,  a  Maltese,  who 
was  said  to  have  been  a  pirate  among  the  j^lgerines 
and  Tunisines,  and  of  whom,  in  former  days,  Murat 
had  made  a  mpffame  de  fregatc,  a  chevalier,  and 
baron.  This  honourable  individual,  who  had  only 
just  begun  to  move  his  bark,  was  within  sight  and 
within  hearing.  Murat  gesticulated,  and  with  a 
loud  voice  called  upon  Barbar.d  to  put  back  and 
take  him  on  board!  But  Barbara  had  heard  the 
firing  and  the  savage  yells  of  the  Calabrians — 
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Barbara  now  saw  them  gathering  on  the  beach — 
and  Barbara,  besides  having  an  eye  to  his  own 
safety,  had  conceived  an  affection  for  some  valu¬ 
able  property  which  had  been  left  in  the  boat  j 
and  so,  knight  and  baron  as  he  was,  he  kept  his 
course.  Murat  Avas  presently  surrounded,  knocked 
down,  w'ounded  by  ball  and  dagger,  gashed  in  the 
head  and  face,  lacerated,  tortured.  After  seizing 
the  rich  jewels  he  wore  in  his  hat  and  on  his  breast, 
and  tearing  away  his  pockets,  they  would  have  torn 
out  his  heart  if  the  old  Bourbon  partisan  had  not 
told  them  that  it  was  proper  to  leave  to  their  law¬ 
ful  king  the  gratification  of  finishing  the  usurper. 
Even  the  women  threw  themselves  upon  the  hand¬ 
some  person  of  this  “  first  cavalry  officer  of  Eu¬ 
rope,”  tearing  away  his  hair  by  handfuls,  his 
whiskers  and  moustachios  by  the  roots,  grinning 
and  spitting  in  his  face,  and  shrieking  over  him 
like  furies.  To  this  complexion  had  his  madness 
brought  him  at  last.  It  was  a  fearful  and  a  revolt¬ 
ing  scene! — Covered  Avith  blood  and  dirt,  they  car¬ 
ried  him  into  the  confined  and  filthy  castle  of  Pizzo. 
The  Emperor  of  Austria’s  passport  Avas  found  about 
his  person.  The  manuscript  of  a  proclamation, 
corrected  in  his  own  handwriting,  and  intended  to 
be  printed  and  distributed,  was  also  discovered  ; 
and  it  contained  a  clause  threatening  Avith  death  all 
such  Neapolitan  officers,  ministers,  and  employes 
of  King  Ferdinand,  as  did  not  immediately  quit 
their  functions  and  submit  to  his  (King  Joachim’s) 
authority,  with  death  as  rebels  and  traitors.  The 
intelligence  of  his  landing  and  capture  was  con¬ 
veyed  to  King  Ferdinand  at  Naples  by  telegraph 
and  by  rapid  couriers ;  and,  by  telegraph,  Ferdi¬ 
nand’s  faithful  general  Nunziante,  Avho  commanded 
in  Calabria,  was  ordered  to  proceed  immediately  to 
Pizzo,  and  there  institute  a  military  tribunal  to  try 
or  to  condemn  Murat,  by  one  of  his  OAvn  laws,  as  a 
disturber  of  the  public  tranquillity.  Other  and 
more  precise  instructions  Avere  carried  into  Cala¬ 
bria  by  the  Prince  of  Canosa,  a  sort  of  Bourbonist 
Saliceti,  and  the  most  violent  and  revengeful  man  in 
Ferdinand’s  service.  The  work  was  soon  finished. 
General  Nunziante  had  never  been  in  Murat’s  ser¬ 
vice,  having  folloAved  Ferdinand  to  Sicily  ;  but  three 
out  of  the  seven  officers  appointed  to  pass  sentence 
of  death  upon  him  had  been  in  his  service,  and  had 
received  from  him  liberal  advancement,  gifts,  and 
honours.  When  advised  that  he  Avas  to  be  shot  in 
a  court-yard  of  the  castle,  he  said  to  Captain  Stratti, 
“  In  the  tragedy  of  the  death  of  the  Due  d’Enghien, 
which  King  Ferdinand  is  noAv  avenging  Avith  an¬ 
other  tragedy,  I  took  no  part,  and  this  1  sAvear  by 
the  Eternal  God  before  whose  judgment  I  must 
now  apj)ear  !”  Fie  Avrote  a  moving  letter  to  his 
Avife  and  children.  He  was  attended  by  a  priest ; 
he  took  the  sacrament,  professed  that  he  Avas  a  be¬ 
liever  of  the  doctrines  of  the  Catholic  church,  and, 
at  the  request  of  the  priest,  wrote  on  a  sheet  of  paper, 
“  I  declare  that  1  die  as  a  good  Christian. — J.  N.” 
When  in  the  court-yard  he  refused  to  be  blind¬ 
folded  :  he  stood  up  firmly,  and  with  a  firm  voice 
said  to  his  executioners,  “  Soldiers,  save  my  face ! 
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Aim  at  my  lieart !”  The  soldiers  fired,  and  he  fell 
dead.  It  was  the  13th  of  October,  1815.  He  was 
in  his  45th  year.* 

Terrible  reports  had  been  spread  by  the  Bona- 
partists  as  to  the  intentions  of  Russia,  Austria,  and 
Prussia  towards  their  unhappy  and  betrayed  coun¬ 
try.  At  one  time  it  was  coniidently  reported  that 
the  Congress  of  Vienna,  which  continued  sitting, 
had  determined  to  disannex  from  France  not  only 
the  whole  of  Alsace,  but  also  the  whole  of  Lorraine 
and  of  Tranche  Compte.  At  length  the  Congress 
of  Vienna  settled  the  conditions  :  treaties  and  con¬ 
ventions  were  signed  at  Paris  by  Louis  XVIII.  on 
the  20th  of  November.  The  allies  took  no  territory 
from  France,  and  made  none  but  the  most  triding 
alterations  in  her  frontier  lines.  But,  in  order  to 
retain  a  powerful  hold  upon  France  during  a  season 
of  probation,  they  determined  to  keep  temporary 
possession  of  seventeen  of  the  frontier  fortresses 
for  a  term  not  exceeding  live  years,  and  which  cir¬ 
cumstances  might  reduce  to  three  years,  and  to 
maintain  in  these  fortresses  and  in  other  parts  of 
the  kingdom  an  army  of  allied  troops  not  greater 
than  150,000  men,  to  be  paid  and  supported  by 
France.  The  allied  sovereigns  also  exacted  pay¬ 
ment  at  least  for  some  of  the  enormous  expenses 
they  had  incurred  ;  but  they  limited  their  demand 
to  the  narrow  period  of  the  Hundred  Days,  and 
fixed  the  total  sum,  to  be  divided  among  all  of  them, 
at  700,000,000  of  francs.  Nor  was  France  to  pay 
this  very  limited  contribution  at  once,  or  even  at 
short  intervals,  but  in  easy  instalments.  One  grand 
national  restitution  was,  however,  insisted  upon, 
and  happily  carried  into  execution  some  time  be¬ 
fore  the  signing  of  the  treaties  and  conventions  in 
November.  The  Mxcsee  Napoleon,  or  the  Aluseum 
of  the  Jjouvre,  had  been  cramm.ed  with  the  plunder 
of  all  the  states  of  Italy,  of  Belgium,  Germany, 
Spain,  and  Portugal.  This  plunder,  commenced 
under  the  republic,  was  continued  and  systematised 
under  Bonaparte  :  wherever  there  were  master¬ 
pieces  of  art,  fine  pictures,  fine  statues,  rare  manu¬ 
scripts,  nr  other  objects  of  antiquity,  the  finest  and 
rarest  were  seized  and  carried  to  Paris,  “  the 
Temple  of  Taste,”  “  the  Centre  of  the  Universe.” 
The  most  glorious  of  all  these  works  of  art  had 
been  taken  from  the  weakest  and  most  defenceless 
states.  While  the  allied  armies  were  undisputed 
masters  of  Paris  in  1814,  the  salutary  word,  restitu¬ 
tion,  had  never  once  been  uttered  ;  but  now  every 
precious  article  of  that  accumulated  plunder  was  to 
be  restored  to  those  from  whom  it  had  been  taken. 
By  no  other  right  than  that  of  conquest,  or  the 
right  of  the  strong  over  the  weak,  had  they  been 
obtained  j  and,  if  conquest  had  given  right  of  pos¬ 
session,  surely  conquest  gave  to  the  allies  the  less 
selfish  right  of  restitution.  England  had  nothing 
to  claim  for  herself,  for  the  French  commissioners 

*  CoUetta,  Storia  di  Napoli. — Private  informalion  collected  in  the 
country  and  on  tlie  very  spot.  We  were  at  Pizzo  in  the  month  of 
July',  1816,  just  nine  months  and  a  lew  days  after  the  executiun  of 
Murat. 

Old  Kin?  Ferdinand  clinnged  tite  name  of  the  town  into  “  II  Fede* 
lissimo,”  or  I'lie  Mo>t  Faithful  j  and  granted  it  an  exemption  from  the 
salt  duties  for  ten  jears. 


of  taste,  who  followed  in  the  wake  of  invading  and 
conquering  armies,  had  not  been  enabled  to  visit 
our  museums  and  collections  ;  nor  had  Russia  any¬ 
thing  to  claim  in  this  way,  as  she  had  lost  nothing, 
and  had  not  very  much  to  lose  except  at  St.  Pelers- 
burgh ;  but  they  supported  the  claims  of  those 
whose  losses  had  been  great — they  were  champions 
of  the  generous  principle  that  every  state,  whether 
weak  or  powerful,  should  at  this  great  settling  get 
back  its  own.  Lord  Castlereagh  called  it  a  great 
moral  lesson  for  the  French  ;  and  it  was  so,  if  the 
French  had  been  disposed  to  benefit  by  it. 

Other  sirms  of  money  were  subsequently  exacted 
from  France,  but  the  burthen  of  supporting  the 
150,000  men  Avas  reduced  to  the  lowest  limit. 
As  a  new  French  army  Avas  organized,  upon  which 
Louis  XVIII.  considered  that  he  might  rely,  30,000 
of  the  allies,  or  one-fifth  of  the  Avhole  army,  were 
witbdraAvn  in  the  year  1817,  although  only  two 
years  had  yet  elapsed ;  and  it  was  determined  that 
the  whole  of  that  occupying  army  should  he  Avith- 
draAvn  as  soon  as  three  years  Avere  completed.  At 
the  congress  of  Aix-la-Chapelle,  Avhich  assembled 
in  the  mouth  of  September,  1818,  and  at  Avhich 
the  Emperors  of  Russia  and  Austria,  and  the 
King  of  Prussia,  attended  in  person,  the  sove¬ 
reigns  of  England  and  France  being  represented 
by  the  Duke  of  Wellington  and  Lord  Castlereagh, 
and  by  the  Due  de  Richelieu,  great  doubts  Avere 
expressed  by  some  parties  whether  France  could 
he  safely  left  to  herself,  and  Avhether  it  Avonld  not 
be  better  to  keep  possession  of  some  of  the  com¬ 
manding  frontier  fortresses  for  the  two  years 
longer;  but  these  doubts  Avere  overruled,  and  itAvas 
decided  that  not  a  single  fortress  should  he  kept, 
and  that  not  a  man  of  the  army  of  occupation 
should  he  left  in  France,  beyond  the  20th  of  No¬ 
vember,  Avhen  the  term  of  three  years  expired. 
This  decision  Avas  adopted  on  the  2nd  of  October, 
and  was  announced  at  Paris  on  the  5th,  and  a 
convention  for  the  entire  evacuation  of  France 
Avas  signed  at  Paris  on  the  9th.  But  tlie  French 
Avere  made  to  pay  some  indenmities  for  the  spolia¬ 
tions  indicted  on  their  neighhovirs  during  the  revo¬ 
lution,  and  indemnities  to  some  states  for  the  ex¬ 
penses  of  the  Avar.  These  conjoint  amounts  made 
up  another  700,000,000  of  francs,  or  28,000,000/. 
sterling,  or  thereabouts  ;  and  there  Avere  some 
other  items  Avhich  may  have  carried  the  Avhole 
sum  to  be  paid  by  France,  by  instalments,  for 
the  bloody  freak  of  the  Hundred  Days,  to  about 
60,000,000/.  sterling.  England,  satisfied  with  the 
discharge  of  the  private,  claims  of  her  subjects 
upon  the  French  government,  gave  up  her  public 
share  of  the  indemnities,  which  amounted  only  to 
some  4,000,000/.  or  5,000,000/.,  to  the  King  of 
Holland  and  the  Netherlands,  to  assist  him  in 
restoring  and  repairing  that  great  barrier  of  for¬ 
tresses,  which  had  been  devised  by  our  own  great 
Dutch-horn  king,  William  III.,  to  check  the  power 
of  France  on  that  side,  and  wliich  had  been  first 
neglected,  and  then  abandoned,  by  that  light¬ 
headed,  volatile  reformer  and  innovator,  the  Em- 
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peror  Joseph  II.,  M'ho  had,  in  so  many  Wtays, 
played  into  the  hands  of  the  enemies  of  the  House 
of  Austria,  and  rendered  easy  the  progress  of  the 
French  revolutionists. 

In  the  course  of  the  year  1815,  before  any  sums 
could  be  procured  from  the  government  of  Louis 
XVI 1 1.,  the  British  government  was  obliged  to  send 
still  more  money  to  the  allied  sovereigns,  whose 
then  enormous  armies  must  otherwise  have  lived 
at  large  on  the  French  people,  or  on  the  peoples 
through  whom  the  retiring  portions  of  them  had 
to  march;  and  it  was  the  grant  (we  believe  in 
some  cases  it  w'as  idly  called  loan)  of  4,000,000/. 
or  5,000,000/.  of  English  money  that  smoothed 
many  difficulties,  and  forwarded  the  homeward 
march  of  650,000  men. 

During  the  same  most  eventful  of  years,  the 
sovereignty  of  Great  Britain  was  extended  over 
the  whole  of  the  island  of  Ceylon ;  and  a  period 
was  put  to  that  miserable  episode,  the  American 
war. 

The  American  successes  at  sea,  such  as  they 
were,  may  be  said  to  have  closed  with  the  year 
1812,  or  with  the  first  year  of  the  war.  Some 
larger  and  more  suitable  British  frigates  w'ere  sent 
out,  and  in  every  action  which  followed,  where 
there  was  anything  like  an  equality  of  force,  the 
Americans  w'ere  beaten  without  much  difficulty; 
and,  wherever  the  superiority  of  force  lay  on  nur 
side,  they  were  beaten  with  perfect  ease.  The 
most  memorable  of  these  frigate  fights  was  that 
which  was  fought  on  the  1st  of  June,  1813,  be¬ 
tween  the  ‘Shannon’  and  the  ‘Chesapeake.’  It 
lasted  fifteen  minutes,  only  eleven  of  which  were 
spent  in  firing,  and  it  w’as  terminated  by  the  Eng¬ 
lish  boarding  and  capturing  the  American  ship. 
All  the  circumstances  are  knowm  to  every  EngliAi- 
man.  It  was  a  battle  upon  challenge,  sent  into 
Boston  harbour  by  the  captain  of  the  ‘  Shannon,’ 
the  gallant  Broke;*  it  was  a  battle  where  the 
ships  were  equally  matched,  or  rather  where  there 
was  a  slight  superiority  of  force  on  the  side  of  the 
Americans  ;  it  was  a  battle  fought  within  sight  of  the 
American  shore,  close  in  to  Boston,  where  several 
armed  American  ships  were  lying,  and  wliere  a 
public  feast  was  preparing  to  honour  the  triumph 
of  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  ‘  Chesapeake  ;’  it 
was  a  battle  wherein  the  Americans  had  every 
incentive  to  exertion,  and  they  did  their  best.  A 
sea-prophet  had  said  or  sung,  eight  months  before 
the  encounter  took  place  — 

And,  as  tlic  war  they  did  provoke, 
e'll  pay  them  with  oiir  cannon  j 

The  (irst  to  do  it  will  he  IIroke, 

In  the  gallant  ship,  the  Shanxon.’’ 

But,  although  the  forte  of  the  ‘  Shannon’  lay  in 
licr  admirable  gunnery  (Captain  Broke  had  sedu¬ 
lously  trained  his  people  to  the  use  of  their  guns, 
and  si)ent  his  own  money  to  make  up  for  the 
niggardliness  of  the  government,  and  supply  his 
men  with  plenty  of  ammunition  to  practise  with) 

*  (tiptuiu  liroke's  lotter  tn  Cnptaui  I.awronct'  of  tlie  '  riiesapeiikc,’ 
lias  bi-Bii  ri-ci'iitly  luibUslKid.  and  Ibi- liie  lirst  tinu-  in  its  r.umpk-te 
farm,  in  the  ‘  lirilish  and  Foreign  Ui'viuw’  (No.  xxx.,  July,  18-i:i),  n 
work  which  has  given  two  or  three  good  articles  on  naval  history. 
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!  it  was  not  by  the  fire  of  her  guns,  but  by  board¬ 
ing,  that  the  ‘Shannon’  beat  the  ‘Chesapeake,’ 
hoisted  “  the  old  ensign  over  the  Yankee  colours,” 
and  led  her  away  in  triumph  before  the  eyes  of  all 
her  friends  ashore.  It  should  appear,  however, 
from  American  writers,  and  from  the  report  of  the 
American  court  of  inquiry,  that  if  a  black  bugle- 
man  had  not  deserted  his  quarters,  and  had  not 
been  too  frightened  to  be  able  to  blow  his  horn  to 
call  the  men  to  their  quarters,  the  boarders  w’ould 
certainly  have  been  repelled!* 

Commodore  Rodgers,  wdth  his  leviathan  frigate 
the  ‘  President,’  and  the  ‘  Congress,’  in  a  third 
cruize  which  he  undertook  in  1813,  ran  some 
narrow  risks  of  falling  in  with  forces  far  superior 
to  his  own,  and  more  than  once  he  ran  away  from 
a  force  very  inferior  to  his  own.  It  might  be  a 
mistake — it  might  be  some  defect  in  the  great 
Yankee  commodore’s  sight;  but  what  other  men 
clearly  enough  saw  as  a  British  frigate  of  the 
smallest  class,  and  a  sloop  of  war,  he,  the  great 
Rodgers,  saw,  and  persisted  in  seeing,  as  two 
British  ships  of  the  line;  and  he  actually  ran  for 
eighty  hours  before  our  frigate  and  sloop.  During 
each  of  the  three  days  of  the  chase,  a  treble  allow¬ 
ance  of  grog  was  served  out  on  board  the  ‘  Presi¬ 
dent,’  and  an  immense  quantity  of  star,  chain, 
and  other  kinds  of  dismantling  shot  were  got 
upon  deck  in  readiness  for  action;  but,  in  spite  of 
all  the  grog  and  Dutch  courage,  and  terrible  pre¬ 
paration  of  shot,  the  conqueror  of  the  ‘  Little 
Belt’  continued  his  flight,  vowung  that  the  two 
craft  astern  w^ere  what  he  had  first  taken  them  for. 
Rodgers,  who  was  trying  to  pick  up  unarmed  mer¬ 
chant  vessels  sailing  without  convoys,  ran  into  the 
Irish  Channel,  ran  all  round  Ireland,  then  ran 
for  the  banks  of  Newfoundland,  and  at  last  ran 
safe  into  Rhode  Island,  with  a  few  merchantmen 
as  prizes.  But  it  was  only  through  a  most  sin¬ 
gular  combination  of  luck  on  his  part  that  he  was 
thus  enabled  to  get  into  an  American  harbour ; 
and,  being  there,  he  seemed  determined  “  to  go  to 
sea  no  more.”  He  arrived  at  Rhode  Island  in 
September,  and  did  not  quit  it  till  December. 
Otlier  American  heroes  were  equally  inactive,  for 
the  affair  of  the  ‘  Shannon  ’  and  ‘  Chesai)eake  ’ 
was  rather  discouraging,  and  the  increased  number 
of  men-of-war  on  the  coast  was  still  more  so. 
This  time  Rodgers  put  to  sea  alone;  that  is,  the 
‘  President’  had  no  consort.  Seeing  two  frigates, 
he  ran  away  from  them,  without  trusting  suffi¬ 
ciently  to  the  sailing  qualities  of  his  ship  (the 
‘  President’  outsailed  almost  every  ship  afloat)  to 
let  them  come  near  enough  for  him  to  ascertain  what 
they  really  were.  The  frigates  were  French,  under 
the  flag  of  Louis  XVllI.  Rodgeis  by  this  time 
had  run  away  so  often,  that  it  was  thought  neces¬ 
sary  to  his  honour  that  fiction  should  be  resorted 
to  in  order  to  show  that  he  had  stooil  somewhere. 
One  of  his  officers  wrote  a  letter,  asserting  that 
Rodgers  had  offered  battle  to  the  captain  of  ti 
British  74,  who,  “strange  as  it  may  appear,” 
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had  declined  the  invitation ;  that  the  commander 
of  that  British  74  had  it  in  his  power,  for  five 
consecutive  hours,  to  bring  at  any  moment  he 
chose  the  ‘  President’  to  action,  the  main-top-sail 
of  the  frigate  being  to  the  mast  during  all  that 
time.  The  officer  of  the  ‘  President  ’  did  not 
venture  to  give  the  name  of  this  cowardly  ship- 
of-the-line  ;  but  a  book-making  friend  on  shore  de¬ 
clared  that  it  was  ascertained  afterwards  to  have  been 
the  ‘  Plantagenet,’  74,  Captain  Lloyd.  The  ‘  Plan- 
tagenet,’  as  proved  by  her  log,  was  some  hundreds 
of  miles  off,  in  the  direction  of  Carlisle  Bay,  Bar- 
badoes.  The  ship  which  the  American  commo¬ 
dore  saw'  and  waited  for  was  the  ‘  Loire,’  38-gun 
frigate.  Captain  T.  Brown,  who  had  seventy-live 
of  his  best  men,  including,  of  course,  several  officers 
and  petty  officers,  absent  in  prizes,  who  had  forty 
men  too  sick  to  do  duty,  and  who  had  only  220 
men  actually  on  board.  It  was  not  surprising  that 
Captain  Brown  did  not  attack  Rodgers  ;  but  why 
did  not  Rodgers  attack  him  ?  This  waiting  five 
hours  to  be  attacked  by  a  frigate  of  very  inferior 
force,  and  then  getting  the  frigate  described  as  a 
74,  appears  to  have  been  Rodgers’s  last  e.\ploit  in 
this  war.  The  ‘  President  ’  put  to  sea  again,  and 
she  was  taken ;  but  Rodgers  was  not  in  her. 

Captain  David  Porter,  in  the  American  frigate 
‘  Essex,’  rounded  Cape  Horn,’  entered  the  Pacific 
Ocean,  and,  cruising  along  the  coasts  of  Chili  and 
Peru,  and  among  the  Gallipago  Islands,  captured 
twelve  British  whale-ships.  For  a  good  many 
months  Porter  had  it  all  his  own  way,  as  there 
was  no  British  armed  vessel  on  that  coast.  But 
on  the  8lh  of  February,  1814,  while  he  was  lying 
in  a  harbour  in  the  Bay  of  Valparaiso,  his  tran- 
tjuillity  was  disturbed  by  the  sudden  appearance 
of  the  ‘  Phoebe,’  36-gun  British  frigate,  Captain 
J.  Ilillyar,  accompanied  by  the  18-gun  sloop  ‘  Che¬ 
rub,’  Captain  T.  Tudor  Tucker.  The  American 
captain’s  first  attempt  was  upon  the  loyalty  of  the 
English  seamen ;  but,  this  failing,  he  destroyed 
some  of  his  prizes,  and  attempted  to  escape  by 
fiight.  Though  he  displayed  great  ingenuity,  he 
could  not  effect  his  purpose,  nor  venture  out  of  the 
harbour  until  the  28th  of  February.  It  seems 
doubtful  whether  he  would  have  ventured  to  sea 
even  then  if  a  fresh  gale  had  not  caused  his  frigate 
to  part  her  larboard  cable  and  to  drag  her  starboard 
anchor  out  to  sea.  Sail,  however,  being  presently 
set  upon  the  ‘  Essex,’  and  the  British  frigate  being 
to  leevvard,  Porter  thought  he  saw  a  good  prospect 
of  escaping.  But,  in  rounding  the  point  at  the  west 
end  of  the  bay,  a  heavy  squall  struck  his  frigate 
and  carried  away  her  main-top-mast.  There  was 
nothing  now  left  for  him  but  to  strike  or  fight 
against  odds,  the  ‘  Phoebe  ’  frigate  being  about  a 
match  for  the  ‘  Essex,’  without  the  sloop  of  war. 
As  became  him,  he  chose  to  fight  first,  and  he 
fought  his  ship  well,  though  certainly  not  despe¬ 
rately,  and  then  hauled  down  his  numerous  flags 
and  was  taken  possession  of  by  the  English.  There 
was  no  fame  gained  by  the  victors  in  this  unequal 
contest ;  nor  would  any  honour  have  been  lost  by 


TRANSACTIONS:— 1815.  CG3  * 

the  vanquished  and  the  captured,  if  they  had  not 
resorted  to  exaggerations  and  absolute  falsehoods 
to  enhance  the  heroism  of  their  defence,  and  to 
account  for  a  fact  which  was  sufficiently  accounted 
for  by  the  disparity  of  their  force.  Nearly  at  the 
same  time  an  American  18-gun  ship-sloop,  com¬ 
manded  by  Joseph  Bainbridge,  fell  in  with  the 
British  18-pounder  36-gun  frigate  ‘  Orpheus,’ 
Captain  Flugh  Pigot,  and  the  12-gun  schooner 
‘  Shelburne,’  and  struck  her  “  star-spangled  ban¬ 
ner  ”  before  a  single  shot  could  touch  her.  A  few 
months  after  this  rather  cowardly  surrender  of 
Bainbridge,  Captain  William  Manners  of  the  Bri¬ 
tish  18-gun  sloop  ‘Reindeer’ — a  fir-built  vessel, 
weak  and  rotten  with  age,  and  mounting  only 
24-pounders — fought  Captain  Johnston  Blakeley 
of  the  American  ship-sloop  ‘  Wasp  ’ — which  nearly 
doubled  the  ‘  Reindeer  ’  in  the  weight  of  her  broad¬ 
side,  and  in  the  number  of  her  crew — until  he  as 
well  as  his  vessel  was  knocked  to  pieces.  The 
calves  of  Captain  Manners’s  legs  wore  partly  shot 
away  early  in  the  action.  A  grape  or  canister-shot 
passed  through  both  his  thighs  :  he  fell  on  his 
knees,  but  cjuickly  sprang  up,  and  resolutely  re¬ 
fused  to  quit  the  deck.  At  this  time,  owing  to  her 
crippled  state,  his  vessel  fell  with  her  bow  against 
the  larboard  quarter  of  the  ‘  Wasp,’  in  whose  tops 
was  the  usual  proportion  of  musketry  and  rifles. 
Seeing  the  dreadful  slaughter  which  this  firing 
from  the  tops  was  causing  among  his  crew.  Man¬ 
ners,  maimed,  lamed,  lacerated,  and  bleeding  as 
he  was,  shouted,  “  Follow  me,  my  boys  ! — we  must 
board!”  With  this  object  he  was  climbing  into 
the  rigging,  when  two  balls  from  the  ‘  Wasp’s  ’ 
main-top  penetrated  his  skull.  Placing  one  hand 
on  his  forehead,  and  convulsively  brandishing  his 
sword  with  the  other,  he  uttered  the  words,  “  Oh 
God  !”  and  dropped  from  the  rigging,  dead  on  his 
own  deck.  After  they  had  lost  their  gallant  young 
captain,  nearly  the  whole  of  their  officers,  and 
more  than  half  of  their  messmates,  the  crew  of  the 
‘  Reindeer  ’  allowed  the  Americans  to  board  and 
plant  the  stars  and  stripes  over  the  union-jack.* 
We  cite  this  battle  to  do  honour  to  the  brave  young 
Manners,  and  to  show  what  is  understood  among 
true  English  sailors  by  the  expressions  “  heroic 
and  desperate  resistance,”  “  fighting  to  the  last,” 
&c.  If  Captain  David  Porter,  when  fighting  the 
‘  Essex’  near  Valparaiso  against  odds,  had  fought 
like  Manners,  he  might,  perchance,  not  have  re¬ 
turned  home  to  write  and  publish  the  rhodomon- 
tading  journal  of  his  cruize  into  the  Pacific;  but 
his  officers,  his  sailors  (or  such  of  these  as  sur¬ 
vived),  and  his  countrymen,  might  have  bestowed 
upon  his  exploit  the  praises  due  to  a  marvellous 
defence. 

The  capture  of  the  ‘  President,’  which  had  had 
so  many  narrow  escapes,  was  the  last  naval  con¬ 
test,  and  took  place  somev/eeks  after  the  signature 
in  Europe  of  a  peace  between  Great  Britain  and 
the  United  States,  but  before  the  netys  of  that  event 
had  reached  America.  The  ‘President,’  with  other 
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ships  of  war,  had  long  been  blockaded  in  Sandy 
Hook,  near  New  York,  by  a  British  ship  of  the  line 
and  three  frigates.  1 1  was  Commodore  Decatur  that 
commanded  the  ‘  President  ’  now.  On  the  14th  of 
January,  1815,  Decatur,  availing  himself  of  a  very 
favourable  wind,  and  of  a  temporary  absence  of  all 
the  blockading  ships,  got  out  to  sea.  He  was  pre¬ 
sently  descried  and  j)ursued  by  the  ‘  Majestic  ’ 
56-gun  ship,  and  by  the  ‘  Endymion  ’  40-gun  fri¬ 
gate.  The  ‘President’  beat  the  ‘Majestic’  in 
sailing;  but  on  the  following  day,  the  15th,  the 
‘  Endymion,’  Captain  Henry  tiope,  came  up  with 
her  and  brought  her  to  action.  Tliey  fought,  at 
pretty  close  quarters,  from  live  o’clock  in  the  after¬ 
noon  until  eight  o’clock  in  the  evening,  when  the 
American  frigate  ceased  her  fire  altogether,  being 
fearfully  shattered  in  the  hull.  The  ‘  Endymion,’ 
conceiving  that  she  had  struck,  ceased  her  fire  also, 
and  began  to  bend  new  sails,  her  present  ones 
having  been  cut  into  ribands.  But  while  the 
‘  Endymion’  thus  dropped  astern,  the  ‘  President,’ 
not  so  much  injured  in  her  rigging  as  in  her  hull, 
bore  away  under  a  crowd  of  canvass.  The  ‘  Ma¬ 
jestic.  ’  had  been  left  far  behind,  and  for  many  hours 
the  ‘  President  ’  had  had  a  fair  field  with  the  ‘  En¬ 
dymion,’  whose  force  she  greatly  exceeded  in  size, 
weight  of  metal,  and  number  of  men  ;  but  now  she 
had  scarcely  run  three  hours  in  the  dark  before  she 
fell  ui)on  the  British  frigate  ‘  Pomone,’  Captain 
John  Richard  Lumley,  who  poured  in  a  starboard 
broadside,  which  did  little  or  no  mischief.  The 
‘  President  ’  luffed  up  as  if  to  return  the  broadside ; 
but,  instead  of  firing,  she  hailed  that  she  had  sur¬ 
rendered,  and  hoisted  a  light  in  her  mizen  rigging 
to  announce  the  fact,  it  being  useless  to  strike  a 
flag  in  that  obscurity.  At  this  moment  a  third 
British  frigate,  ‘  Tenedos,’  Captain  Hyde  Parker, 
came  up  on  the  ‘President’s’  starboard  side,  and 
the  ‘  Endymion  ’  was  now  not  very  far  astern.  As 
the  last-named  frigate,  which  had  the  sole  honour 
of  the  battle,  had  lost  all  her  boats  but  two  several 
days  before,  and  as  these  two  boats  had  been  de¬ 
stroyed  during  the  action  with  the  ‘  President,’  the 
‘  Pomone’  and  the  ‘Tenedos’  sent  each  a  boat  to 
take  possession  of  the  ‘  President,’  which  w'as 
frightfully  battered  and  riddled  in  the  hull,  and 
had  six  feet  water  in  her  hold.  Out  of  her  465 
men  and  4  boys,  the  ‘  President  ’  had  35  killed  and 
70  wounded.  The  ‘  Endymion  ’  had  sustained 
scarcely  any  injury  except  in  her  rigging  and  fore¬ 
top-mast,  none  of  her  other  masts  being  much  hurt. 
Out  of  her  319  men  and  27  boys,  she  had  1 1  killed 
and  14  wounded. 

By  land  the  republicans  continued  to  show  how 
much  their  hearts  were  set  upon  annexing  Canada 
to  their  dominions.  In  spite  of  the  defeats,  losses, 
surrenders,  and  disgraces  of  the  year  1812,  they 
renewed  their  attempt  in  1813.  By  a  sudden 
movement  by  water,  York,  on  Lake  Ontario  in 
Upper  Canada,  was  taken  by  General  Dearborn, 
who  was  supported  by  an  American  freshwater 
tlotilla  under  Commodore  Chaunccy.  General 
Sheaffc,  who  had  about  700  men,  British  regulars 
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and  Canadian  militia,  and  a  few  Red  Indians,  drew 
off  his  regulars  and  left  the  rest  to  capitulate  with¬ 
in  the  town,  wherein  considerable  public  stores 
were  lost.  The  great  lakes  now  became  the  most 
active  scene  of  warfare — of  an  amphibious  sort  of 
warfare,  for  the  same  men  often  fought  one  day  on 
water  and  the  next  day  on  land,  now  in  extempo¬ 
rized  fir-flotillas,  and  now  in  forts  or  in  positions 
on  the  banks  of  those  lakes.  This  had  been  fore¬ 
seen  and  ought  to  have  been  provided  for,  as  nearly 
everything  depended  on  the  establishment  of  a 
naval  superiority  on  the  lakes.  The  defence  of 
Canada,  and  the  important  co-operation  of  the 
Indians,  depended,  in  a  very  great  measure,  upon 
our  having  the  superiority  on  these  lakes  ;  but  our 
government  had  neglected  the  means  necessary  to 
gain  and  keep  such  superiority,  and  General  Sir 
George  Prevost  possessed  not  those  resources  of 
genius,  and  invention,  and  energy,  which  might 
have  made  up  for  the  negligence  of  the  home 
government ;  and  hence  it  happened  that  the 
Americans  obtained  some  little  triumphs  over  the 
British  flag  in  those  fresh-wmter  seas,  and  were 
enabled  more  than  once  to  carry  fire  and  sword 
into  our  provinces.  Our  squadron  on  Lake  Ontario 
had  been  left  miserably  w'eak,  and  the  efforts  to 
increase  its  strength  were  not  proportionate  to 
those  made  by  the  Americans.  In  1813,  when 
the  first  action  of  any  consequence  took  place  on 
that  lake.  Sir  James  \To  was  indeed  strong  enough 
to  defeat  Commodore  Chauncey,  and  to  capture 
tw'o  schooners  of  the  American  squadron  or  flotilla ; 
but  the  Americans  avoided  a  general  action  until 
some  new  vessels  they  had  laid  dowm  should  be 
completed. 

The  rejiublicans,  after  embarking  the  captured 
stores  of  the  town  of  Y^ork,  sailed  for  Niagara,  and 
concentrated  6000  infantry,  250  cavalry,  and  a  good 
train  of  artillery  upon  that  point.  Their  flotiila 
had  the  water  all  to  itself,  and  under  its  destruc¬ 
tive  fire  General  Dearborn  made  good  his  landing 
on  the  Canadian  shore  near  Fort  George.  Our 
troops  and  the  Canadian  militia,  out-numbered  as 
four  or  five  to  one,  were  compelled  to  give  way, 
after  making  a  gallant  stand  and  suffering  a  heavy- 
loss.  General  Vincent,  our  commander  on  the 
Niagara,  retired  up  the  strait,  collected  the  small 
garrisons  of  Fort  Erie  and  other  posts,  mustered 
about  1600  bayonets  in  all,  and  gained  a  good  posi¬ 
tion  at  Burlington  Bay,  fifty  miles  from  Fort 
George,  in  spite  of  the  efforts  of  the  enemy  to  in¬ 
tercept  him.  On  the  evening  of  the  4th  of  June 
(1813)  Vincent  saw  the  Americans  approaching 
his  position  by  the  lake  shore.  On  the  following 
morning,  intending  to  attack  Vincent  in  this  jiosi- 
tion  with  3500  men  and  9  pieces  of  artillery,  they 
encamped  within  five  or  six  miles.  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Harvey,  the  British  deputy-adjutant  gene¬ 
ral,  reconnoitred  this  republican  camp,  and  then 
proposed  to  surprise  it  by  night.  General  Vincent 
agreed  :  and,  at  the  dead  of  night,  the  halves  of  two 
British  regiments,  mustering  ])recisely  704  men, 
rushed  with  fixed  bayonets  into  the  American 
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camp,  Leaded  by  Colonel  Harvey.  The  surprise 
was  complete ;  the  republicans  fled  in  every  direc¬ 
tion,  leaving  two  general  officers,  100  prisoners, 
and  four  field-pieces  behind  them.  The  British 
retired  to  their  own  piosition  with  whatever  they 
could  carry  off.  As  the  light  of  day  returned  the 
Americans  returned  to  their  camp  ;  but  it  was  only 
to  destroy  stores,  provisions,  &c.  They  then  made 
a  precipitate  retreat  of  eleven  miles,  never  stopping 
until  they  were  joined  by  strong  reinforcements. 

In  the  meanwhile  Sir  George  Prevost,  waking 
from  a  long  slumber,  agreed  to  go  with  Sir  James 
^Yo  and  his  squadron,  to  make  an  attack  upon 
Sackett’s  Harbour,  and  destroy  the  forts,  the  arse¬ 
nals,  and  the  dock-yard,  where  the  Americans  had 
a  frigate  almost  ready  for  launching,  and  several 
other  vessels  ;  but  when  this  wavering  and  spirit¬ 
less  general  reconnoitred  the  place  he  would  not 
venture  an  attack,  and  returned  across  the  water 
towards  Kingston.  Then  he  changed  his  mind 
and  went  buck  to  Sackett’s  Harbour  ;  and  (but 
not  without  more  wavering  and  loss  of  time) 
our  troops,  about  750  strong,  were  landed.  The 
Americans  were  presently  driven  at  the  bayonet’s 
point  into  some  loop-holed  barracks  and  forts  ;  and 
so  panic-stricken  w'ere  they  that  they  immediately 
set  fire  to  their  new  frigate,  their  naval  barracks 
and  arsenal,  and  destroyed  a  gun-brig  and  all  the 
stores  which  had  so  recently  been  captured  at 
York.  While  the  arsenal  was  in  flames,  while  the 
Americans  were  flying  through  the  village,  and 
when  the  complete  success  of  the  assailants  was 
certain.  Sir  George  Prevost  sent  a  precipitate  order 
for  retreat,  merely  because  a  momentary  resist¬ 
ance  was  offered  by  a  party  of  Americans  who  had 
taken  refuge  in  the  log-barracks !  The  British 
troops  reluctantly  obeyed  their  general’s  order  and 
returned  to  their  boats,  men  and  officers  being 
acutely  sensible  to  his  folly,  and  wondering  by  what 
means  so  incompetent  a  commander  had  been 
placed  over  them.  If  Sir  George  Prevost  had 
studied  the  history  of  the  war  of  the  American 
revolution,  it  could  only  have  been  with  an  eye  to 
copy  all  the  indecisions  and  blunders  of  the  forma¬ 
lising,  badly  instructed  English  generals  of  that 
period.  But  the  Howes,  Clintons,  and  Burgoynes 
were  at  least  always  ready  to  fight.  As  soon  as  the 
Americans  could  believe  that  the  English  were  really 
abandoning  their  enterprise  at  the  moment  that  it 
w'as  all  but  completed,  they  rushed  back  to  stop  the 
conflagration  :  they  were  too  late  to  save  the  stores 
which  had  been  brought  from  York,  the  navy  bar¬ 
racks,  or  the  brig,  but  the  frigate  on  the  stocks, 
being  built  of  green  wood,  would  not  easily  burn, 
and  was  found  but  little  injured.  If  the  destruc¬ 
tion  at  Sackett’s  Harbour  had  been  completed,  we 
should  have  deprived  the  Americans  of  every 
prospect  of  obtaining  the  ascendancy  on  the  lake. 
Sir  James  Yeo,  after  carrying  Sir  George  Prevost 
and  Ids  troops  back  to  Kingston,  proceeded  to  the 
head  of  the  lake  with  reinforcements  for  General 
Vincent.  As  soon  as  he  approached,  the  American 
army,  which  had  never  recovered  from  the  effects 
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of  Colonel  Harvey’s  night  attack,  fled  along  the 
lake  shore  until  they  reached  Port  George,  where 
their  general,  Dearborn,  evacuating  all  the  Cana¬ 
dian  bank  of  the  Niagara,  shut  himself  up  in  a 
strong  entrenched  camp  with  about  5000  men. 
Something  was  expected  from  the  energy  and  en¬ 
terprise  of  General  Vincent,  but  Major-general 
Rottenburg,  who  had  been  appointed  governor 
of  Upper  Canada,  assumed  the  command  as  Vin¬ 
cent’s  superior  officer,  and  during  the  months  of 
July,  August,  and  September  (1813)  nothing  was 
done  by  the  British  in  this  quarter. 

Before  attacking  the  Niagara  frontier  the  repub¬ 
licans  had  commenced  offensive  operations  on  the 
Detroit  frontier  and  on  Lake  Erie.  By  the  end  of 
January  they  had  overrun  the  Michigan  territory, 
and  had  advanced  one  wing  of  this  army  towards 
the  village  of  Frenchtowm,  twenty-six  miles  from 
Detroit.  This  American  wing  was  about  1200 
strong,  and  was  commanded  by  Brigadier-general 
Winchester,  an  old  officer  who  had  gained  dis¬ 
tinction  in  their  war  of  independence.  There  was 
nothing  in  its  front  but  Colonel  Procter,  whose 
force  was  inferior  and  of  the  most  motley  descrip¬ 
tion.  Sir  George  Prevost,  as  commander-in-chief, 
had  strictly  commanded  Procter  not  to  undertake 
offensive  operations  ;  but  old  Winchester’s  too  bold 
advance  gave  Procter  an  opportunity  which  he  was 
determined  not  to  lose.  With  less  than  500  regu¬ 
lar  troops,  militia,  and  provincial  sailors,  with  four 
light  guns  and  a  band  of  500  or  600  Red  Indians, 
Colonel  Procter  gallantly  advanced  against  Win¬ 
chester  and  his  Americans,  surprised  them  by 
night  in  their  quarters  at  Frenchtown,  captured 
or  destroyed  one-half  of  them  who  tried  to  fly  into 
the  woods,  and  reduced  the  others  to  surrender 
upon  promise  of  quarter.  So  complete  was  this 
discomfiture  at  Frenchtown  that  not  above  thirty 
of  the  Americans  effected  their  escape.  Old  Ge¬ 
neral  Winchester  was  captured  by  “  Round  Head,” 
the  chief  of  the  Indians,  who  dressed  himself  in 
the  uniform  and  hat  of  his  prisoner,  and  then  sur¬ 
rendered  him  to  Colonel  Procter.  An  American 
colonel  and  about  500  men  were  taken.  General 
Harrison,  who  commanded  the  rest  of  this  army 
of  invasion,  was  so  dismayed  at  Winchester’s 
disaster  that,  though  still  powerful  in  numbers, 
he  abandoned  his  intention  of  advancing  into 
Canada,  and  began  to  fortify  himself  near  the 
rapids  of  the  Miami  river,  which  falls  into  Lake 
Erie.  The  victory  and  the  spoil  obtained  at  Frencli 
town  brought  dowm  many  w'arlike  tribes  of  Indians, 
from  the  river  Wabash  and  even  from  the  distant 
Mississippi,  to  join  the  English  and  Canadians. 
About  the  middle  of  April  Procter,  now  allowed  to 
act  on  the  offensive,  and  knowing  that  his  adver¬ 
sary  Harrison  was  ex])ecting  large  reinforcements, 
embarked  his  entire  force  on  board  the  flotilla 
on  Lake  Erie,  made  for  the  mouth  of  the  Miami, 
ascended  that  river,  and  landed  troops,  stores, 
and  ordnance  on  the  28th  of  April,  within  two 
miles  of  Fort  Meigs,  the  key  of  General  Flarrison’s 
fortified  camp.  Procter  had  Avith  him  some 
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heavy  ordnance,  520  regulars  and  460  militia ; 
the  Indian  warriors  co-operating  with  him  were 
about  1200.  Harrison’s  force,  well  covered  in 
his  fortified  camp,  considerably  exceeded  that  of 
Procter,  who  now  erected  batteries,  and  began  to 
cannonade  him  from  the  opposite  bank  of  the 
Miami.  The  Americans  responded  to  this  fire 
with  eighteen  pieces  of  heavy  ordnance,  mounted 
in  Fort  Meigs.  The  English  fired  some  red-hot 
shot,  but  Harrison’s  block-houses,  &c.,  would  not 
take  fire  and  burn,  the  wood  being  so  very  green. 
On  the  5th  of  May,  General  Harrison’s  long- 
expected  reinforcements  made  a  rapid  and  sudden 
descent  down  the  river  in  boats.  They  were  1300 
strong,  and  under  the  command  of  General  Clay. 
As  the  boats  drew  near,  Harrison  made  a  sortie 
to  aid  the  disembarkation.  For  a  moment  the 
English  batteries  were  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy, 
together  with  some  prisoners ;  but  Procter,  after 
pouring  in  one  or  two  volleys  of  musketry,  point 
blank,  ordered  a  bayonet  charge,  and  this  charge 
not  only  repulsed  those  who  had  got  into  our  bat¬ 
teries,  but  threw  the  whole  of  General  Clay’s 
force  into  confusion  and  headlong  flight.  The  In¬ 
dian  warriors  fell  upon  the  fugitives ;  550  were 
made  prisoners,  and  the  killed  and  wounded  were 
estimated  at  as  many  more.  After  this  brilliant 
afl’air,  the  Indians  returned  to  the  Detroit  frontier 
with  their  prisoners,  their  wounded,  and  their 
booty ;  the  Canadian  militiamen  w'ent  home  to 
attend  to  their  farms ;  and  Sir  George  Prevost 
had  provided  no  regular  force  to  support  Procter’s 
operations.  That  brave  officer  was,  therefore, 
obliged  to  rest  satisfied  with  what  he  had  done,  to 
abandon  the  notion  of  forcing  Harrison  to  capitu¬ 
late  in  his  fortified  camp,  and  to  follow  the  Indians 
and  the  militiamen  to  Detroit.  The  republicans 
now  abandoned  all  intention  of  advancing  against 
that  frontier,  until  they  could  obtain  a  naval  supe¬ 
riority  on  Lake  Erie.  Sir  .Tames  Yeo  had  de¬ 
tached  Captain  Barclay,  of  the  Royal  Navy,  to 
assume  the  command  on  that  lake.  Barclay  was 
an  officer  of  heroic  courage,  and  of  distinguished 
ability  ;  but  the  means  put  at  his  disposal  were  of  the 
worst  or  most  limited  kind.  He  had  been  allowed 
to  bring  with  him  from  the  Ontario  squadron 
only  twenty-five  regular  sailors.  Captain  Barclay 
earnestly  and  repeatedly  stated  to  Sir  George  Pre¬ 
vost  the  wants  of  his  little  squadron  in  men,  stores, 
and  guns  ;  and  General  Procter,  who  had  given 
so  good  an  account  of  Winchester  and  Clay,  and 
whose  operations  were  now  linked  with,  and  mainly 
dependent  upon,  those  of  Captain  Barclay,  made 
the  same  representations  to  theffioinmander-in-chief, 
not  neglecting  to  urge,  at  the  same  time,  the 
jiressing  wants  of  his  own  little  army.  But  Sir 
George  Prevost,  who  had  shown  so  little  alacrity 
in  taking,  told  these  brave  men  that  the  ordnance 
and  naval  stores  they  required  must  be  taken  from 
the  enemy,  whose  resources  must  l)ecome  theirs  ! 
But  to  take,  one  must  have  the  ])ower — to  fight, 
<ine  must  have  men  proper  for  the  service.  On 
the  13:h  of  July,  Procter  wrote  to  Prevost  to  tell 
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him  that  “  even  100  seamen  pushed  on  immedi¬ 
ately  would,  in  all  probability,  secure  the  su})e- 
riority  on  this  lake  that  he  w^as  already  weak¬ 
ened  on  shore  by  his  efforts  to  enable  Captain 
Barclay  to  appear  on  the  lake ;  that,  if  he  did  not 
receive  100  seamen,  he  should  be  under  the 
necessity  of  sending  still  more  soldiers  on  board 
the  vessels.  On  the  18th  of  August  Procter  wrote 
again,  telling  the  commander-in-chief  that  Captain 
Barclay  had  not  received  one  seaman,  and  that 
the  Americans  were  appearing  on  that  part  of 
Lake  Erie  in  very  superior  force.  Still,  a  new 
fir-built  vessel,  called  the  ‘  Detroit,’  had  been 
improvised,  had  been  launched  on  the  lake ;  “  if 
we  had  but  seamen,  a  few  hours  would  place  this 
district  in  security.”  “  I  entreat  your  excellency,” 
added  Procter,  “  to  send  me  the  means  of  con¬ 
tinuing  this  contest !”  And  now  it  was  that  Sir 
George  Prevost,  instead  of  sending  seamen,  sent  a 
letter  which,  all  the  circumstances  being  consi¬ 
dered,  was  ungenerous,  insulting,  absurd,  and  at 
the  same  time  horrible — horrible,  as  it  went  to 
inflame  high-spirited  officers,  and  to  sacrifice  the 
lives  of  brave  men  in  a  most  unequal  and  hopeless 
contest.  This  precious  commander-in-chief,  who 
had  so  recently  run  away  from  Sackett’s  Harbour, 
WTote  to  Procter,  “  Although  your  situation  may 
be  one  of  difficulty,  you  cannot  fail  of  honoralfly 
surmounting  it,  notwithstanding  the  numerical 
superiority  of  the  enemy’s  force,  which  I  cannot 
but  consider  as  overbalanced  by  the  excellent 
description  of  your  troops  and  seamen,  valorous 
and  well-disciplined.  The  experience  obtained  by 
Sir  James  Yeo’s  conduct  towards  a  fleet  infinitely 
superior  to  the  one  under  his  command  will  satisfy 
Captain  Barclay  that  he  has  only  to  dare,  and  the 
enemy  is  discomfited.”  And  Barclay,  to  whom 
such  a  man  as  Prevost  applied  such  a  taunt,  was  a 
man  of  the  Nelson  stamp,  and  one  who  had  lost  a 
limb  under  that  hero  !  General  Procter  said,  in 
reply,  “Your  excellency  speaks  of  seamen,  valo¬ 
rous  and  well-disciplined.  Except,  I  believe,  the 
twenty-six  whom  Captain  Barclay  brought  with 
him,  there  are  none  of  that  description  on  this  lake. 
On  board  of  his  Majesty’s  srjuadron  there  are 
scarcely  enough  hands  (and  those  of  a  miserable 
description)  to  work  the  vessels,  some  of  which 
cannot  be  used  for  want  of  men,  even  such  as  w'e 

have . Seamen  should  be  pushed  on  here, 

even  by  dozens.”  At  last  Sir  George  Prevost  did 
push  on  forty  seamen,  intimating  his  expectation 
that,  as  soon  as  this  great  reinforcement  should 
arrive.  Captain  Barclay  would  “  make  his  appear¬ 
ance  on  the  lake,  to  meet  the  enemy.”  But  Bar¬ 
clay  had  now  no  option  left  him.  On  the  9ih  of 
September  the  last  barrel  of  flour  was  consumed, 
and  there  was  no  alternative  between  his  clearing 
the  lake  communication  and  the  starvation  of  our 
troops.  On  the  very  next  day,  the  10th  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  the  most  desperate  of  these  lake  actions 
was  fought.  Captain  Barclay  had  the  ‘  Detroit,’ 
which  was  rigged  as  a  bark  and  mounted  18  guns; 
another  three-masted  craft  of  18  guns,  abiig  of 
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10  guns,  ii  schooner  of  14,  and  two  gun-hoats, 
carrying  the  first  three  guns,  and  the  second  one 
gun.  These  guns  were  not  proper  ship  guns,  nor 
was  there  any  uniformity  of  calibre  :  they  had  been 
stripped  from  the  forts  on  the  Detroit  frontier. 
One  of  the  three-masted  vessels,  and  the  brig,  had 
each  guns  of  four  dift'erent  calibres  on  the  same 
deck,  from  twenty-four  to  tiro  pounders.  For 
want  of  proper  implements,  the  men  were  obliged 
to  discharge  these  strange  ship  guns  by  snapping 
pistols  over  the  touch-hole.  The  crews  of  the  whole 
flotilla  consisted  of  61  British  seamen,  85  Cana¬ 
dians,  and  210  soldiers  of  two  different  regiments 
— total,  356.  The  American  commodore.  Perry, 
had  two  large  brigs  and  eight  schooners  heavily 
armed.  The  American  squadron  mounted  alto¬ 
gether  but  54  guns  ;  but  they  were  properly  sup¬ 
plied  with  implements  of  gunnery,  their  guns  were 
of  better  quality  or  of  better  assorted  calibres, 
and,  owing  to  the  large  proportion  of  their  shifting 
and  pivot  pieces,  they  could  present  in  broadside 
exactly  the  same  number  of  guns  as  the  British ; 
while  their  aggregate  weight  of  broadside  was 
fully  double  that  of  their  assailants.  To  complete 
his  advantages.  Commodore  Perry  had  picked 
crews  to  all  his  vessels,  particularly  on  board  the 
‘  Lawrence,’  his  flag  ship,  and  her  sister  brig ; 
and  his  total  of  men  amounted,  at  the  very  least,  to 
580.  It  is  not  astonishing  that  the  English  flo¬ 
tilla  was  beaten  ;  but  it  is  astonishing  that  it  should 
have  been  able  to  maintain  the  desperate  contest 
for  three  long  hours.  The  ‘  Detroit,’  Barclay’s 
ship,  selected  the  ‘  Lawrence,’  Perry’s  brig, 
knocked  it  almost  to  pieces,  drove  Perry  out  of  her, 
and  compelled  her  to  surrender ;  but  Barclay’s 
solitary  boat  had  been  cut  up,  and  he  could  not 
take  possession,  and,  as  soon  as  the  said  American 
brig  had  dropped  out  of  gun-shot,  she  re-hoisted 
her  colours.  The  day  was  not  lost  until  the  first 
and  second  in  command  of  every  one  of  the 
English  vessels  had  been  killed  or  dangerously 
w'ounded.  The  heroic  Barclay  had  lost  one  arm 
serving  under  Nelson,  and  now  the  other  arm  w  iS 
mutilated  before  he  quitted  his  deck.  Of  the  ten 
experienced  British  seamen  on  board  tbe  ‘  De¬ 
troit,’  eight  w'ere  killed  or  wounded.  When 
every  hope  of  success  or  of  escape  w'as  gone,  the 
second  lieutenant  of  the  ‘  Detroit’  (the  first  lying 
mortally  wounded)  ordered  the  colours  to  be 
struck.  Two  other  English  vessels  struck  about 
the  same  time  ;  the  rest  of  the  flotilla  were 
overtaken  and  captured  in  their  retreat.  The 
total  loss  on  board  the  British  vessels  in  killed 
and  wounded  was  135.  The  American  loss 
in  killed  and  wounded  was  123,  out  of  which 
number  22  were  killed  and  61  wounded  on  board 
the  ‘  Lawrence  ’  alone.  This  catastrophe  rendered 
inevitable  the  rapid  retreat  of  General  Procter  and 
the  Indian  chiefs  that  were  acting  with  him.  They 
therefore  began  to  dismantle  the  forts  and  to  aban¬ 
don  all  the  positions  on  the  Detroit,  thus  leaving 
the  Michigan  territory  again  in  the  possession  ot 
the  Americans.  But  they  could  no  longer  retreat 
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without  fighting.  General  Harrison  passed  over 
between  5000  and  6000  men,  and  interposed  be¬ 
tween  Procter  and  the  country  to  which  he  was 
directing  his  steps.  The  Indian  allies  had  dwindled 
from  3000  to  500,  and  Procter’s  regular  force  con¬ 
sisted  of  about  500  effectives.  The  Americans 
gained  what  they  do  not  hesitate  to  call  a  splendid 
victory.  They  killed  the  famed  Indian  chief  Te- 
cumthe,  and  cut  up  his  skin  into  razor-strops,  to 
be  presented  to  Mr.  Clay  of  Virginia,  and  to  other 
bright  ornaments  of  Congress  and  the  country.* 
Great  execution  was  done  upon  the  followers  of 
this  flayed  chief,  in  retaliation  for  their  s})irited 
performances  on  the  Miami  river.  The  rest  of 
the  Indians  fled  far  away  ;  and  the  chiefs  who  were 
coming  to  join  the  English  halted  and  fell  back. 
Once  more  the  republican  hopes  ran  high.  They 
considered  Upper  Canada  as  almost  conquered  by 
the  defeat  of  Procter  ;  and  their  conviction  was 
confirmed  by  the  panic  of  Sir  George  Prevost,  and 
by  the  orders  he  issued — orders  which  had  the 
effect  of  disheartening  the  Canadians.  Three 
American  armies,  or  three  gatherings  of  men 
which  they  called  armies,  were  put  in  motion  for 
different  parts  of  the  Canada  frontier  in  the  month 
of  October.  While  Harrison  i)roceeded  along 
Lake  Erie  with  his  5000  or  6000,  General  Wil¬ 
kinson,  taking  his  departure  from  Sackett’s  Har¬ 
bour,  crossed  Lake  Ontario  with  nearly  10,000 
men,  and  effected  a  landing  near  Kingston  ;  and 
a  third  force  under  General  Hampton  marched 
upon  Montreal.  General  Rottenburg  had  left  his 
command  on  the  Niagara  to  General  Vincent,  and 
had  moved  with  reinforcements  towards  Kingston. 
Vincent,  destroying  great  quantities  of  provisions 
and  stores,  retreated  to  Burlington,  where  he  was 
joined  by  the  remainder  of  Procter’s  troops  ;  and 
no  sooner  had  Sir  George  Prevost  heard  of  Har¬ 
rison’s  success,  than  he  dispatched  orders  from 
Montreal  to  General  Vincent  to  evacuate  the  whole 
of  Upper  Canada  as  low  down  as  Kingston.  If 
these  mad,  cowardly  orders  had  been  obeyed. 
Upper  Canada  would  have  been  lost,  the  troops  of 
Vincent  and  Procter  would  have  been  lost,  with 
ordnance,  ammunition,  and  stores  ;  and  Kingston 
also  must  have  been  lost,  wdth  its  fortress,  ships, 
and  arsenal,  for  the  place  contained  provisions  for 
only  seven  days,  and  the  depot  of  provisions  at 
York  would  have  been  lost  before  Kingston.  But 
fortunately  there  were  several  officers  of  rank  in 
General  Vincent’s  army  who  took  upon  themselves 
the  responsibility  of  disobeying  the  orders  of  the 
commander-in-chief,  and  who  show'ed  to  General 
Vincent  what  must  be  the  fatal  consequences  of 
obeying  them.  Vincent  was  persuaded  to  be  dis- 
o1)edient ;  and  the  recovery  of  the  Niagara  frontier 
was  the  result.  Nothing  was  ever  more  disgrace¬ 
ful  than  the  panic  of  Sir  George  Prevost.  The 
American  corps  were  an  undisciplined  rabble, 
ready  to  fall  into  a  -jianic  themselves  at  any  hostile 
movement  or  show  of  resistance.  Three  hundred 
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Canadian  militia,  without  support,  but  acting  under 
the  orders  of  one  superior  oilicer,  kept  in  check  for 
a  whole  day  Hampton’s  entire  force,  for  every  re¬ 
publican  in  it  pretended  to  be  as  good  and  as 
capable  of  military  command  as  any  other,  and  all 
commanded  together.  Hampton,  Harrison,  and 
Wilkinson  were  all  put  to  a  disgraceful  rout. 
Only  one  of  the  three  republican  generals  fought  a 
battle,  and  he  was  beaten  by  a  corps  not  a  sixth 
part  so  numerous  as  his  own,  and  lost,  rather  in 
the  flight  than  in  the  fight,  about  1000  men.  By 
the  middle  of  December  both  Upper  and  Lower 
Canada  were  entirely  freed  from  the  presence  of 
the  invaders.  Some  of  them,  before  they  fled  back 
to  their  own  country,  committed  sundry  atrocities, 
which  were  soon  afterwards  avenged  at  Washington 
and  elsewhere.  They  burned  towns  and  villages  to 
the  ground,  in  order  to  punish  the  poor  Canadians 
for  their  perversity  and  wickedness  in  not  turning 
r  ebels  and  joining  them.  Thus  they  gave  to  the 
flames  the  pleasant  town  of  New'ark,  near  Fort 
George ;  and,  while  a  deep  snow  w'as  on  the  ground, 
above  400  women  and  children  were  driven  half 
naked  from  their  homes.  Newark  contained  150 
liouses — every  house  was  burned  to  the  earth  except 
one !  But  the  republicans  could  not  keep  their 
owm  frontier  free  from  invasion.  Colonel  Murray, 
with  less  than  500  men,  crossed  the  water,  attacked 
their  fort  of  Niagara,  carried  it  by  escalade,  with  a 
trifling  loss,  killed  or  took  prisoners  the  whole  gar¬ 
rison,  and  captured  a  large  quantity  of  arms  and 
stores.  The  American  general  Hull  came  hastily 
up  to  the  town  of  Buffalo  to  check  the  further  pro¬ 
gress  of  the  British ;  but,  being  attacked  on  the 
30th  of  December  by  a  thousand  regulars  and  militia, 
and  300  or  400  Indians,  he  was  entirely  routed. 
Hull’s  retreat  across  the  snow  was  lighted  by  the 
flames  which  the  British  and  Canadians  kindled  in 
the  town  of  Buffalo  and  in  the  village  of  Blackrock, 
in  retaliation  for  the  burning  of  New'ark.  All  that 
part  of  their  frontier  was  laid  open  and  bare.  Such 
armies  as  Hull’s  never  rally  ;  he  had  2000  men 
when  he  came  to  Buffalo ;  but  after  the  battle  he 
could  hardly  collect  200. 

While  the  Americans  were  struggling  on  the 
great  lakes  and  on  the  outskirts  of  Canada,  our 
blockading  squadrons  from  the  ocean  sent  light 
vessels  far  up  several  of  their  rivers,  to  seize  or 
destroy  the  repositories  of  stores  on  the  banks.  In 
this  manner  the  rivers  at  the  head  of  the  Chesa¬ 
peake  were  all  threaded  in  the  course  of  the  year 
1813.  There  was  one  enterprise  of  a  more  im¬ 
portant  character.  The  republicans  had  collected 
a  considerable  body  of  troops  in  a  sort  of  fortified 
camp  at  Hampton,  in  Virginia.  At  the  end  of  June 
Sir  S.  Beckwith  proceeded  with  a  body  of  troops 
on  board  Admiral  Cockburn’s  light  squadron, 
landed  at  a  convenient  point,  turned  the  flank 
of  the  Americans  unobserved,  fell  upon  them  by 
surprise  and  with  vigour,  drove  them  out  of  their 
camp,  and  captured  all  their  batteries.  In  the 
month  of  July  the  storm  fell  upon  the  coast  of 
North  Carolina,  where  Cockburn’s  squadron  cap¬ 
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tured  the  islands,  towns,  and  ports  of  Portsmouth 
and  Ooracoke,  and  did  other  mischief.  These 
operations,  to  which  nearly  every  part  of  the  Ame¬ 
rican  coast  on  the  Atlantic  was  exposed,  relieved  the 
monotony  of  the  blockading  service,  and  did  some¬ 
thing  more — they  increased  the  impatience  of  the 
inhabitants  for  reconciliation  and  peace,  and  greatly 
embarrassed  and  weakened  President  Madison’s 
government.  Before  the  end  of  the  year  1813, 
some  of  the  states  declared  in  a  very  unequivocal 
manner  that  Madison  was  ruining  the  country  by 
persevering  in  a  war  which  he  had  commenced 
without  any  necessity,  and  that  rather  than  be  de¬ 
nied  any  longer  the  advantages  of  a  peace  with 
England  they  would  sacrifice  their  advantages  as 
members  of  the  federal  republic. 

In  the  year  1814  the  Americans  once  more  made 
great  preparations  on  the  lakes  for  the  conquest  of 
Canada.  They  had  scarcely  one  glimpse  of  success  : 
the  Canadians  were  more  than  ever  loyal  and  on 
the  alert,  and  reinforcements  to  the  regular  army 
arrived  from  Europe.  The  republican  general 
Wilkinson,  after  making  some  attempts,  found 
himself  under  the  necessity  of  retreating  to  Sackett’s 
Harbour.  Being  closely  followed,  he  burned  some 
of  his  block-houses  and  barracks,  and  the  Canadians 
and  the  English  burned  the  rest,  and  captured  and 
carried  off  a  great  quantity  of  provisions  and  stores. 
Wilkinson  subsequently  made  an  attack  on  a  Bri¬ 
tish  outpost  commanded  by  Major  Hancock,  but 
he  was  repulsed  in  a  smart  skirmish ;  and  here,  in 
the  month  of  March,  ended  his  offensive  operations. 
In  the  month  of  April  a  force  under  General  Drum¬ 
mond  embarked  in  Sir  James  Yeo’s  flotilla,  crossed 
Lake  Ontario,  and  stormed  and  carried  the  Ame¬ 
rican  frontier  fort  of  Oswego.  The  garrison  fled 
into  the  woods  after  fighting  for  only  ten  minutes. 
The  fort  was  destroyed,  the  barracks  w'ere  burned ; 
and  the  English  troops  were  re-embarked.  In  May, 
an  attempt  made  to  destroy  some  naval  stores  which 
the  Americans  were  transporting  to  Sackett’s  Har¬ 
bour,  for  the  equipment  of  the  flotilla  there,  was 
repulsed  with  loss.  At  the  beginning  of  July,  a 
new  republican  hero,  Major-General  Brown,  took 
the  field,  crossed  the  Niagara  in  force,  obliged  the 
garrison  of  Fort  Erie  to  capitulate,  and  advanced 
into  Canada.  As  he  approached  the  British  lines 
of  Chippawa,  General  Riall,  with  a  very  inferior 
force,  consisting  partly  of  militiamen  and  Red  In¬ 
dians,  made  a  sortie.  A  smart  action  followed,  in 
which  both  parties  sustained  considerable  loss,  but 
in  which  the  advantage  clearly  remained  with  the 
Americans.  Riall  retreated  to  a  better  position 
near  Fort  Niagara.  General  Drummond,  with  part 
of  Wellington’s  veterans,  who  had  been  embarked 
at  Bordeaux  after  the  battle  of  Toulouse  and  Mar¬ 
shal  Soult’s  submission  to  the  provisional  govern¬ 
ment  of  Louis  XVni.,  now  came  up  and  reinforced 
Riall.  The  American,  Brown,  counting  on  his 
superiority  of  numbers,  which  was  still  great, 
presumptuously  risked  a  pitched  battle  in  an  open 
field.  At  first  he  gained  a  temporary  advantage, 
during  which  General  Riall  was  wounded  and 


Chap.  L]  CIVIL  AND  MILITARY 

taken  prisoner  ;  but,  when  Drummond  and  the 
veterans  of  the  Peninsular  war  came  fairly  into 
action,  the  very  imperfectly  disciplined  republicans 
confessed  their  inferiority  by  retreat  and  flight. 
This  battle  was  fougbt  on  the  25th  of  July  (1814), 
close  to  the  mighty  cataract  of  the  Niagara — so 
close  that  the  dash  and  roar  of  the  water  were  heard 
amidst  the  firing  of  twenty-four  pieces  of  ordnance 
and  8000  muskets.  The  Americans  engaged  were 
estimated  at  5000  ;  the  number  of  the  British  and 
Canadians  did  not  exceed  3000.  The  Red  Indians, 
our  allies,  ran  away  early  in  the  battle.  Our  loss 
reached  nearly  900  in  killed  and  wounded.  The 
republicans  lost  1500.  They  retreated  most  pre¬ 
cipitately  to  Chippav.'a,  and  from  thence  to  Fort 
Erie,  abandoning  a  camp  they  had  fortified,  and 
destroying  their  stores.  On  the  15th  of  August, 
Drummond  was  repulsed  with  great  loss  in  a  rather 
rash  attempt  to  carry  Fort  Erie  by  storm.  On  that 
same  day  ruin  was  approaching  the  city  of  Wash¬ 
ington,  the  nominal  capital  of  all  the  United  States, 
the  seat  of  the  central  government,  and  the  meeting- 
place  of  Congress.  Admiral  Sir  Alexander  Cochrane, 
having  on  board  the  land  troops  of  Major-General 
Ross,  another  hero  of  the  Peninsula,  entered  the 
Patuxent  river.  At  the  proper  point  the  troops 
were  landed,  and  began  to  ascend  the  bank  of  the 
river  on  their  way  towards  Washington;  Admiral 
Cockburn,  with  a  flotilla  of  launches,  armed  boats, 
and  small  craft,  proceeding  up  tbe  river  on  their 
flank.  The  American  flotilla  of  Commodore  Bar¬ 
ney  had  sought  refuge  in  the  Patuxent;  and  as  the 
British  boats  opened  the  reach  above  Pig  Point 
they  perceived  Barney’s  flag  flying  in  the  head¬ 
most  vessel,  a  large  sloop,  and  the  rest  of  his  flotilla 
extending  in  a  long  line  astern  of  this  sloop.  It 
was  thought  that  Barney  intended  to  dispute  the 
passage  of  the  river  by  fighting ;  but  as  Cockburn 
got  near  he  discovered  that  some  of  the  American 
vessels  were  on  fire.  The  English  admiral  called 
a  timeous  halt  :  the  American  craft  burned  fiercely, 
and  blew  up  in  succession.  Sixteen  were  totally 
destroyed ;  tlie  seventeenth  fell  into  the  hands  of 
the  English  little  injured,  together  with  about 
thirteen  merchant  schooners.  Sailors  and  soldiers 
all  believed  that  Commodore  Barney  had  left  his 
flotilla  and  his  flag  flying  as  a  decoy,  in  the  hope 
that  the  British  v/ould  approach  them  precipitately, 
and  so  be  blown  up  with  them.  In  this  light  the 
incident  on  the  Patuxent  river  was  noted  down  ])y 
the  forces  that  were  now  getting  close  to  Washing¬ 
ton.  On  the  24th  of  August,  Major-General  Ross 
and  his  troops  reached  Bladensberg,  a  village  within 
five  miles  of  that  capital.  Here,  on  the  right  bank 
of  the  Potomac,  and  along  a  chain  of  commanding 
heights,  8000  or  9000  Americans  were  posted,  to 
cover  and  defend  their  capital.  President  Madison  i 
was  on  the  hills  when  the  battle  began ;  but  he  did 
not  find  it  convenient  to  stay  and  see  the  battle 
finished,  short  as  it  was.  To  get  at  the  position 
the  British  had  to  cross  the  Potomac  by  a  single 
bridge,  which  the  Americans  guarded  with  artillery. 
But  the  bridge  was  carried  in  a  trice  by  a  light 
brigade,  and  then  the  rest  of  the  troops  passed  over, 
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deployed,  and  attacked  the  rigid  and  left  of  the 
enemy  at  one  and  the  same  moment.  The  whole 
affair  did  not  occupy  half  an  hour,  and  did  not 
engage  more  than  one  British  division  about  1600 
strong.  It  was  the  old  story  ; — unpractised  troops 
and  an  undisciplined  militia  could  not  stand,  in 
position,  against  veteran  regulars.  The  Americans 
broke  and  fled,  very  few  of  them  waiting  to  be 
either  killed  or  wounded.  That  evening  tbe  British 
were  in  W^ashington,  where  they  immediately  be¬ 
gan  the  work  of  destruction  which  was  the  main 
purpose  of  the  expedition.  The  president’s  palace, 
the  Capitol,  the  Senate  House  and  House  of  Repre¬ 
sentatives,  the  treasury,  the  war-office,  the  arsenal, 
the  dockyard,  the  ropewalk,  were  committed  to 
the  flames,  and  the  great  bridge  across  the  Potom.ac 
and  other  public  works  were  blown  up  and  de¬ 
stroyed.  A  frigate  ready  to  be  launched  and  a 
sloop  of  war  were  consumed  in  the  dockyard. 
Private  property  was  to  be  respected,  and  strict 
discipline  was  to  be  observed  by  the  troops. 
General  Ross’s  orders  to  this  eflect  were  very  po¬ 
sitive,  and  the  British  accounts  say  that  they  were 
strictly  observed.  But  the  Americans  assert  that 
many  private  houses  w'ere  destroyed  or  greatly  in¬ 
jured,  and  that  several  excesses  were  committed  by 
the  soldiery  :  and  this  we  can  well  believe  to  have 
been  the  fact ;  for  it  was  difficult  to  preserve  per¬ 
fect  discipline  in  such  operations,  which  had  all  to 
be  performed  in  a  great  hurry  ;  it  was  difficult  to 
make  the  men  forget  how  narrowly  their  comrades 
had  escaped  getting  their  w’hiskers  singed  by  the 
explosion  of  Commodore  Barney’s  flotilla  ;  it  was 
impossible  to  erase  from  their  memories  the  boast¬ 
ings  of  the  Americans  after  each  of  their  frigate 
victories,  or  the  mode  in  which  they  had  carried 
on  war  on  British  territory  in  Canada,  or  the  in¬ 
sults  they  had  accumulated  upon  England  and  all 
things  English  during  many  years;  and,  besides, 
it  appears  that  our  men  were  excited  by  a  special 
provocation  at  the  moment,  which  they  could  not 
be  expected  to  resist.  On  his  first  approach.  Ge¬ 
neral  Ross  did  not  allow  any  of  his  troops  to  enter 
the  city.  He  halted  his  foremost  brigade  upon  a 
])lain  in  the  immediate  vicinity,  and  sent  in  a  flag 
of  truce  with  terms.  All  that  he  demanded  was 
that  the  war  stores,  &c.,  which  could  not  be  de¬ 
fended,  sbould  be  delivered  up  to  him,  and  that  a 
contribution  should  be  paid  as  a  ransom  for  some 
other  property.  To  see  that  all  was  properly  con¬ 
ducted,  General  Ross  himself  accompanied  the  party 
bearing  the  flag  of  truce.  The  party  had  scarcely 
entered  the  street,  with  tbe  flag  of  truce  at  their 
head,  when  they  W'ere  fired  upon  from  the  windows 
of  one  of  the  houses,  and  General  Ross’s  horse  w'as 
killed  under  him.  After  such  an  exasperating 
!  breach  of  the  laws  of  war  and  the  law  of  nations,  it 
will  astonish  nobody  that  the  incensed  troops  should 
set  fire  to  tbe.  house  from  which  the  shots  were  fired 
(after  having  put  to  the  sword  all  whom  they  had 
found  in  it),  or  that  other  acts  of  vengeance  should 
have  been  perpetrated.  After  all,  however,  very 
little  private  property  was  destroyed,  or  even 
touched.  On  the  following  night,  the  25th  of 
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August,  a  leisurely  retreat  was  commenced  ;  and 
the  British  troops,  having  met  with  no  molestation 
on  their  return,  were  re-embarked  on  the  30th. 
The  town  of  Alexandria,  lower  on  the  Potomac 
river  than  Washington  city,  w'as  attacked  on  the 
27th  of  August  by  Captain  Gordon  of  the  ‘  Sea¬ 
horse,’  attended  by  other  vessels.  Fort  Washington, 
built  to  protect  the  river  at  that  point,  was  aban¬ 
doned  by  its  defenders  after  a  very  short  bombard¬ 
ment.  The  town  council  of  Alexandria  agreed  to 
deliver  up  all  public  property,  and  Gordon  agreed 
to  respect  all  private  property.  All  the  naval  and 
ordnance  stores,  all  the  shipping  and  their  furniture 
w'ere  surrendered  ;  and  the  captors  loaded  their 
own  ships  with  spoil,  and,  stowing  away  the  stores, 
&c.,  in  twenty-one  vessels  which  were  found  in  the 
harbour,  passed  down  the  river,  very  little  injured 
by  the  batteries,  and  got  safely  out  to  the  Chesa¬ 
peake.  On  the  12th  of  September,  a  very  impru¬ 
dent  and  unsuccessful  attack  was  made  on  the 
strongly  fortified  city  of  Baltimore,  which  cost  the 
life  of  General  Ross,  and  the  lives  of  a  good  num¬ 
ber  of  his  men  ;  though  here  again  a  great  force 
of  Americans  that  attempted  to  defend  the  ap¬ 
proaches  of  the  town  (within  w'hich  there  was  a 
still  larger  force)  was  defeated  and  routed  by  a  very 
inferior  force  of  British  regulars,  and  lost  in  killed 
and  wounded  some  600  or  800  men.  The  loud 
outcry  made  by  President  Madison  proved  how 
sensibly  the  Americans  felt  this  desultory  but  de¬ 
structive  system  of  warfare.  It  allowed  them  no 
repose — it  threatened  every  part  of  the  coast  at 
once — none  could  tell  where  the  next  blow  would 
be  struck.  In  the  month  of  July,  Colonel  Pilking- 
ton,  sailing  from  Halifax,  took  all  the  islands  in 
the  bay  of  Pasquamoddy  ;  and  in  another  expedi¬ 
tion,  undertaken  in  September,  the  British  sailed 
up  the  Penobscott  river,  took  the  fort  of  Castine, 
landed  in  a  cove  within  three  miles  of  the  town  of 
Hampden,  defeated  double  their  number,  drove  the 
Americans  from  a  strong  position,  and  compelled 
them  to  burn  the  ‘  John  Adams,’  a  fine  frigate, 
which  had  run  up  the  river  for  protection.  They 
also  captured  the  town  of  Bangor,  and  another  for¬ 
tified  post,  and  reduced  the  whole  district  of  Maine 
from  Pasquamoddy  bay  to  the  Penobscott  river. 

Sir  George  Prevost,  having  now  a  large  dis¬ 
posable  force,  including  some  of  the  finest  regi¬ 
ments  that  had  been  trained  under  the  Duke  of 
Wellington,  thought  he  could  repay  the  Americans 
for  their  troublesome  visits  in  Canada,  by  invading 
their  most  flourishing  state  of  New  York.  Before 
moving,  he  ought  to  have  made  sure  of  the  supe¬ 
riority  on  the  waters  of  Lake  Champlain.  No¬ 
thing  could  better  have  contrilmted  to  this  end, 
than  the  capture  or  destruction  of  the  naval  and 
other  depots  at  Sackett’s  Harbour;  and  this  woidd 
have  given  him  the  mastery  on  Lake  Ontario, 
which  was  an  object  almost  as  important  as  any 
that  he  could  reasonably  ])ropose  to  himself  in  his 
more  distant  expedition.  He  had  w-asted  some  of  the 
most  valuable  of  the  summer  months  in  a  camp  at 
Chambly,  while  Sir  James  Yeo  was  blockading 
Sackett’s  Harbour  (a  doubtful  sort  of  blockade. 
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since  the  American  commodore  was  already 
stronger  than  Sir  James,  and  was  only  waiting 
to  be  made  still  stronger  by  the  shipwrights  and 
riggers  hard  at  work  in  Sackett’s  Harbour)  ;  but, 
though  Sir  George  had  ample  means  of  attack, 
and  a  few  days’  march  would  have  brought  him 
before  the  defences  of  that  important  arsenal,  he 
made  no  etfort  whatever  against  it.  When  the 
veteran  troops  from  Bordeaux  landed,  every  man 
in  the  army  or  in  the  provinces  of  Canada  ex¬ 
pected  that  he  would  fall  on.  But  no!  there  he 
continued  to  lie  at  Chambly,  doing  nothing.  The 
American  government  felt,  though  our  commander- 
in-chief  would  not,  that  all  other  objects  on  the 
frontier  were  insignificant  in  comparison  wdth 
Sackett’s  Harbour;  and  they  sent  General  Izzard, 
who  now  commanded  on  the  Champlain  frontier, 
with  between  3000  and  4000  regular  troops  to 
take  post  w'ithin  it  and  in  its  vicinity.  This  move¬ 
ment  of  General  Izzard  left  nothing  near  the  fron¬ 
tier  of  Lower  Canada  but  some  1500  men,  the  very 
refuse  of  his  army.  From  such  refuse  nothing 
was  to  be  feared  ;  the  local  Canadian  militia  would 
have  been  far  more  than  a  match  for  them.  Sir 
George  Prevost  could  not,  therefore,  plead  that 
his  inactivity  in  his  camp  at  Chambly  was  owing 
to  any  apprehension  of  an  attack  on  the  frontier 
of  Lower  Canada.  During  the  w’hole  month  of 
August,  the  Peninsular  troops,  ready  to  march 
anywhere,  and  fit  for  any  work,  were  detained  in 
the  camp  for  which  Sir  George  had  conceived  so 
steady  an  affection.  At  last  the  note  of  prepara¬ 
tion  was  heard ;  and  now  all  eyes  were  directed 
towards  Sackett’s  Harbour.  But,  says  a  truth¬ 
speaking  man,  “  by  a  strange  perversity  of  intel¬ 
lect  Sir  George  Prevost  again  shunned  that  place 
as  a  pestilence  and  Plattsburg,  on  Lake  Cham¬ 
plain,  was  found  to  be  the  object  of  the  exj)edi- 
tion  !  To  complete  the  certainty  of  ill  success. 
Sir  George  in  person  took  the  command  of  the 
whole  army.  The  force  rvas  composed  of  a  regi¬ 
ment  of  light  cavalry,  a  numerous  train  of  artillery’, 
and  three  brigades  of  the  best  infantry  in  the  Bri¬ 
tish  service  or  in  the  world,  led  by  Major-Generals 
Brisbane,  Robinson,  and  Power,  and  amounting 
in  all  to  11,000  men.  On  the  3rd  of  September 
these  troops  began  their  march,  which  was  so 
managed  by  Sir  George  Prevost,  that,  though  the 
distance  was  only  twenty-five  miles  along  the  lake 
shore,  four  days  were  consumed  in  performing  it. 
On  the  evening  of  the  6th,  the  army  arrived  on 
the  left  bank  of  the  little  river  Saranac,  on  the 
opposite  bank  of  which  stood  the  village  of  Platts¬ 
burg,  and  on  a  ridge  above  it  the  American 
defences,  consisting  of  some  stockades,  three  un¬ 
finished  redoubts,  and  two  blockhouses,  armed  in 
all  with  from  fifteen  to  twenty  pieces  of  ordnance. 
The  American  flotilla  of  Lake  Champlain  lay  at 
anchor  in  Plattsburg  Bay.  It  was  at  first  confi¬ 
dently  expected,  and  then  eagerly  proposed  to  the 
commandcr-iii-chief,  that  an  assault  should  be 
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made  that  very  evening.  The  British  troops  were 
fresh,  having  made  but  a  very  short  march ;  the 
American  troops  Avere  that  refuse  of  General 
Izzard’s  army,  of  which  we  have  spoken,  and 
some  3000  or  4000  militiamen,  who  had  run  in 
haste  and  contusion  to  the  spot,  and  w'ho  would 
have  run  much  more  hastily  back  again  if  hotly 
and  closely  attacked.  The  defences  were  altoge¬ 
ther  very  incomplete  :  the  American  flotilla,  as  a 
flotilla,  could  have  done  nothing,  either  to  defend 
the  works  or  impede  the  attack.  One  veteran 
British  brigade,  with  a  few  well-served  guns,  and 
a  few  Congreve  rockets,  would  have  done  the  work 
in  half  an  hour.  But  Sir  George  Prevost,  after 
losing  four  days  on  a  march  which  might  easily 
have  been  effected  in  two  days,  chose  to  halt  for 
other  five  days  in  front  of  this  American  rabble,  as 
if  for  the  express  purpose  of  allowing  them  time  to 
complete  their  works,  and  gain  confidence,  and 
receive  reinforcements.  The  reason  he  assigned 
was  the  presence  of  the  American  flotilla,  which 
could  do  nothing  to  check  what  ought  to  have  been 
his  immediate  object,  and  which  was  perfectly 
well  known  to  exist  where  it  was  before  he  began 
his  march  from  Chambly.  For  ulterior  operations, 
beyond  the  possessioir  of  Plattsburg,  the  assistance 
of  a  British  flotilla  and  our  superiority  on  the 
lake  were  requisite,  and  the  commander-in-chief 
ought  not  to  have  commenced  his  march  before 
his  flotilla  was  ready.  After  wasting  months,  he 
might  have  waited  a  few  days  longer  in  his  camp  ; 
but,  having  displayed  his  plan  of  operation,  and 
having  advanced  to  Plattsburg,  he  ought  to  have 
attained  so  much  of  his  object  as  the  reduction  of 
that  place ;  and  he  might  have  attained  it  with 
ease,  and  without  the  slightest  necessity  for  the 
aid  of  a  flotilla.  But  Sir  George  was  of  that  class 
of  men  who  expect  everything  to  be  done  by 
others,  nothing  by  themselves:  and  nothing  would 
he  undertake  until  our  crazy  flotilla  should  arrive, 
and  destroy  that  of  the  enemy.  Poor  Barclay’s 
squadron  on  Lake  Eric  was  as  bad  as  we  have 
seen  ;  but  Captain  Downie’s,  on  this  Lake  Champ¬ 
lain,  was  infinitely  worse.  It  was  only  on  the  3rd 
of  September,  the  same  day  on  which  the  British 
array  crossed  the  American  frontier,  and  a  little 
more  than  a  week  after  the  launch  of  the  principal 
ship,  that  Captain  Downie,  detached  by  Sir  James 
Yeo  from  the  Ontario  squadron,  arrived  to  take  the 
command  on  Lake  Champlain.  The  assemblage 
of  a  crew  for  the  new  ship  had  only  commenced 
after  she  was  launched,  by  draughts  of  seamen 
from  our  ships  of  war  and  transports  at  Quebec; 
and  it  was  the  9th  of  September  before  the  last 
detachment  reached  Captain  Downie.  On  that 
day  270  men  had,  at  length,  been  collected  from 
fourteen  different  king’s  vessels,  and  from  trans¬ 
ports  besides,  with  marines,  some  soldiers  from  an 
infantry  regiment,  and  some  of  the  royal  and 
marine  artillery.  When  captains  of  the  navy  are 
called  upon  to  draught  men  out  of  their  ships,  they 
seldom  send  their  best  sailors :  the  men  sent  to 
Jjake  Champlain  arc  said  to  have  been  of  a  very 
inferior  character.  Captain  Downie  hud  no  pre- 
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vious  acquaintance  with  any  of  them,  and  he  only 
knew  one  of  his  officers.  The  new  vessel,  in 
which  Downie  carried  his  flag,  was  in  so  un¬ 
finished  a  state,  that  while  she  was  going  into 
action  two  days  afterwards  the  joiners  were  at 
work  on  her  magazines,  her  powder  lying  along¬ 
side  in  a  boat,  and  the  carpenters  still  fixing  ring¬ 
bolts,  &c.  for  the  guns.  Sir  George  Prevost  knew 
the  condition  of  Captain  Downie’s  ship,  yet  he 
repeatedly  urged  him  to  make  instant  co-operation 
with  the  army,  which,  he  said,  had  been  long  wait¬ 
ing  his  arrival  before  Plattsburg  in  order  to  assault 
the  enemy’s  works  simultaneously  with  a  naval  at¬ 
tack  upon  their  squadron.  The  same  ungenerous, 
unmanly  conduct  was  resorted  to  as  in  the  case  of 
Captain  Barclay ;  and  with  the  same  or  a  more 
lamentable  effect.  To  a  letter  of  innuendo  and 
taunt,  poor  Downie  replied  that  he  needed  no 
urging  to  do  his  duty ;  that  he  would  be  up  with 
the  army  with  the  first  breeze.  It  was  then 
solem.nly  announced  by  Sir  George,  that  as  soon 
as  Downie  attacked  the  American  ships  our  troops 
should  attack  the  forts ;  and  that  the  scaling  of 
the  guns  of  our  squadron,  in  doubling  the  head  of 
Plattsburg  Bay,  should  be  the  signal  for  the  ad¬ 
vance  of  the  columns  of  attack.  Our  squadron 
consisted  of  Captain  Downie’s  unfinished  ship  of 
36  guns,  of  a  brig  of  16  guns,  of  two  sloops  of 
1 1  guns  each,  and  of  ten  gun-boats  manned  with 
Canadian  militia.  The  American  squadron,  com¬ 
manded  by  Comnrodore  M‘Donougb,  counted  three 
vessels  of  26,  20,  and  18  guns,  one  of  7  guns,  and 
ten  gun-boats.  In  the  number  of  guns  there  was 
little  difference,  but  in  weight  of  metal  the  Ame¬ 
ricans  were  as  three  to  two  ;  and  they  had  another 
inestimable  advantage.  Since  the  war  on  the  sea¬ 
board  had  been  carried  on  in  earnest,  and  since 
the  blockade  of  the  ports  and  rivers  and  outlets 
had  been  made  more  effective,  there  was  less 
need  of  seamen  in  that  direction,  and  this  had 
induced  the  American  government  to  send  a 
good  many  of  the  very  best  of  that  class  of 
men  to  the  lakes.  Thus  Commodore  M'Donough 
had  nearly  1000  prime  seamen  to  oppose  Dow¬ 
nie’s  less  than  600  men  of  all  descriptions. 
Early  on  the  morning  of  the  11th  of  September, 
Captain  Downie  came  boldly  up  with  his  squadron 
and  announced  to  the  army  the  preconcerted  signal 
of  the  scaling  of  his  guns.  The  firing  was  heard 
by  every  man  in  that  army.  Then,  Forward 
columns  of  attack  ? — No  such  thing  ! — there  came 
the  order  for  the  troops  to  cook  !  Not  a  platoon 
had  been  permitted  to  form  when  our  ships  rounded 
the  promontory,  stood  into  the  bay,  and  attacked 
the  Americans.  Captain  Downie  told  his  crew 
that  the  troops  would  presently  storm  the  works 
on  shore,  and  his  people  began  the  action  with 
much  gallantry.  The  gallant  Downie  was  killed 
about  ten  minutes  after  the  battle  began,  but  his 
ship  was  courageously  fought  for  two  hours  longer 
under  almost  every  disadvantageous  and  discourag¬ 
ing  circumstance,  the  army  all  the  while  not 
stirring  a  foot.  On  entering  the  bay  our  large 
ship  had  both  her  anchors  shot  away,  so  that  she. 
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could  uot  be  brought  to  her  intended  station ;  one 
of  our  two  sloops  ran  aground,  and  was  compelled 
to  surrender  without  doing  any  service ;  and  the 
gun-boats,  manned  with  the  Canadian  militiamen, 
on  observing  that  no  attack  was  made  by  land, 
shamefully  lied  at  the  very  moment  when  their 
assistance  in  winding  the  large  ship,  so  as  to  bring 
her  undamaged  broadside  to  bear,  might  have 
turned  the  fate  of  the  day.  After  a  determined 
struggle  of  two  hours  and  twenty  minutes,  the 
ship,  the  brig,  and  one  sloop,  which  in  fact  had 
maintained  the  battle  against  the  whole  of  the 
Am.erican  squadron,  u'cre  successively  reduced  to 
strike  their  colours.*  Sir  George  Prevost  was  a 
passive  spectator  of  the  slaughter  and  discomfiture 
of  these  brave  men.  Once,  indeed,  he  gave  the 
order  to  advance,  but  he  gave  it  only  to  recall  it 
again,  just  as  our  light  troops  were  getting  close  in 
upon  the  American  works.  There  are  upon 
record  many  instances  of  the  miraculous  effect  of 
rigid  discipline  and  the  articles  of  war;  but  there 
is  scarcely  one  more  marvellous  than  the  patient 
forbearance  and  submission  of  the  British  officers 
and  troops  on  this  occasion.  But,  if  the  brave 
generals  serving  under  his  orders  did  not  take 
upon  themselves  the  heavy  and  awful  responsibilitv 
of  calling  a  council  of  war,  of  superseding  him  in 
the  command,  of  putting  him  under  arrest  as  a 
traitor,  coward,  fool,  or  madman — if  the  soldierv, 
maddened  at  seeing  the  flag  of  their  country  struck 
close  under  their  eyes,  did  not  hurl  him  into  the 
lake — there  was  still  a  loud  roar  of  indignation 
and  reproach.  But  the  disgrace  to  our  arms  was 
not  yet  complete.  Sir  George  said  that  there  was 
nothing  now  to  be  done,  that  to  gain  possession 
of  Plattsburg  would  cost  more  than  the  place  was 
worth  !  and  that  consequently  the  army  must 
retreat.  Stung  into  madness,  800  British  veterans 
deserted  from  the  camp.  The  retreat  commenced 
on  the  very  night  of  that  fatal  and  for  ever  dis¬ 
graceful  11th  of  September,  with  the  abandonment 
of  immense  quantities  of  stores,  ammunition,  and 
provisions.  The  whole  loss  of  the  army  in  killed 
and  wounded  from  the  time  it  quitted  the  camp  at 
Chambly  until  it  returned  there,  did  not  exceed 
200  men  ;  but  800  had  fled  to  the  enemy  ;  and 
who  could  calculate  the  extent  of  the  mischief  and 
military  demoralization  which  the  conduct  of  such 
a  commander-in-chief  had  been  calculated  to  pro¬ 
duce  upon  the  troops  that  remained,  and  that  had 
been  insulted  in  their  retreat  by  the  scoffing  and 
booting  of  an  American  rabble  ? 

The  one  single  ability  which  Sir  George  Pre¬ 
vost  had  displayed  during  his  command  in  Canada 
was  that  of  blinding  the  eyes  of  the  British  govern¬ 
ment  to  his  incapacity,  or  of  shifting  upon  other 
men’s  shoulders  the  crushing  weight  of  his  own 
niisconduct  and  accumulated  blunders.  But  now 
the  dust  was  cleared  from  the  eyes  of  government, 
the  mist  of  his  false  representations  was  dispersed  ; 
Sir  James  Yeo  preferred  most  serious  charges 

•Jiimos's  NnvaUIist.— Quail.  Rev.  No.  I,I V.- Qllteial  Account  by 
Caliiam  I’lui^',  who  commaiidcii  the  Biiiish  brig  in  the  action.— 
Aim.  Rcg.at. 


[Book  III. 

against  him,  and  particularly  for  his  neglect  to 
co-operate  with  Captain  Downie,  and  he  -was  im¬ 
mediately  recalled  to  answer  at  the  bar  of  his 
offended  country.  Disease  and  a  natural  death 
saved  him  from  the  vengeance  of  military  law ; 
but,  as  a  warning  and  example,  may  shame  and 
infamy  rest  upon  his  grave! 

On  the  nth  of  September,  of  this  same  year 
1814,  the  .Americans  in  Fort  Erie,  being  joined  by 
volunteers  from  their  militia,  made  an  attack  in 
force  upon  the  intrenched  position  of  General 
de  Watteville.  Being  repulsed  with  loss,  they 
evacuated  Fort  Erie,  demolished  its  works,  and 
retreated  to  their  own  shores.  This  entire  evacua¬ 
tion  of  the  Canadian  shore  of  the  Niagara  termi¬ 
nated  all  operations  in  the  upper  province.  In 
abandoning  the  Michigan  territorv’,  Ave  had  kept 
possession  of  the  important  key-post  of  klichili- 
mackinac.  In  the  summer  of  1814  the  repub¬ 
licans  made  a  great  effort  to  recover  this  post, 
and  did  not  recover  it.  It  is  scarcely  necessary 
to  mention  the  paltry  skirmishes  and  inroads 
which  took  place  on  the  frontier  of  the  lower  pro¬ 
vince  durina:  the  winter.  In  1815  the  news  of 
peace  arrived  before  the  season  of  the  year  which 
alloAYs  of  extensive  military  operations  in  those 
frost-bound  countries.  It  has  been  calculated 
that  irr  three  years  of  w’arfare,  the  attempts  to 
carry  out  the  grand  plan  of  President  Madison, 
or  to  effect  the  subjugation  of  the  Canadas,  were 
attended  with  the  loss  to  the  republic,  in  killed, 
W'ounded,  and  prisoners,  of  nearly  50,000  men, 
besides  an  enormous  expenditure  of  treasure  and 
stores  and  Avarlike  resources.*  In  the  course  of 
1813,  Avhen  the  republican  generals  Harrison, 
Hampton,  and  Wilkinson  Avere  all  in  motion, 
co-operating  in  one  great  object,  the  frontiers  of 
Canada  w’ere  pressed  upon  by  30,000  men.  Yet, 
Avhen  the  conditions  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent  de¬ 
manded  restitution  of  all  acquisitions  Avhich  had 
been  made  by  either  party  on  the  frontiers,  the 
Americans  had  nothing  but  the  defenceless  shore 
of  the  Detroit  to  give  in  exchange  for  their  fortress 
of  Niagara  and  their  key  possession  of  Michili- 
mackinac.  And,  let  it  not  be  forgotten  that  during 
two  years  of  the  Avar  Great  Britain  had  only  a 
very  small  regular  force  and  the  militia  of  the 
country  AvhereAvith  to  defend  a  very  long,  wind¬ 
ing,  and,  for  the  most  part,  very  accessible  frontier. 
If  such  were  the  result  of  the  Avar,  what  would  it 
have  been  if  a  man  of  military  genius,  courage, 
quickness,  and  decision  had  held  the  supreme 
command,  instead  of  that  old-womanly  knight 
whom  Ave  have  consigned  to  his  dishonoured  grave  ? 

In  the  last  great  land  action  of  the  American 
war,  although  there  Avas  no  lack  of  courage,  there 
was  an  almost  incredible  amount  of  imi)rudence 
and  miscalculation.  Not  satisfied  Avith  ruining 
the  trade  of  New  Orleans,  and  all  the  towns  upon 
the  river  Mississippi,  by  blockading  that  river, 
our  commanders  determined  to  ascend  the  river 
and  attack  the  city  of  New  Orleans.  This  toAvn, 
upon  the  eastern  bank  of  the  Mississippi,  is  about 
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110  miles  from  the  sea;  it  is  built  upon  a  narrow 
neck  of  land,  confined  on  one  side  by  the  river  and 
on  the  other  by  almost  impassable  morasses  ;  and, 
though  in  itself  unfortified,  it  is  not  easy  to  con¬ 
ceive  a  place  capable  of  presenting  greater  obstacles 
to  an  invader.  Below  the  town  are  some  tremen¬ 
dous  forts  which  completely  command  the  naviga¬ 
tion  of  the  river,  the  current  of  which  is  very  heady 
and  violent.  The  assailants  could  not  possibly 
reach  the  town  by  water,  and  the  march  by  land 
across  the  swampy  country  was  difficult  in  the 
extreme.  Our  ill-fated  expedition  went  as  far  up 
the  Mississippi  as  it  could,  and  then  landed.  '  On 
the  23rd  of  December,  1814,  part  of  our  troops 
were  repulsed  with  loss  by  an  American  force. 
But  this  was  only  a  check,  and  on  Christmas-day 
General  Sir  Edward  Pakenham,  the  chief  in  com¬ 
mand,  took  up  a  position  within  six  miles  of  New 
Orleans.  Between  the  British  army  and  that  city 
the  American  main  body  was  drawn  up,  being 
strongly  posted  behind  a  deep  canal,  with  their 
right  covered  by  the  Mississippi,  and  with  their 
left  resting  on  a  thick  wood.  They  had  a  corps  of 
observation  thrown  considerably  forward,  composed 
of  500  or  600  mounted  riflemen,  who  hovered 
along  Pakenham’s  front  and  watched  bis  every 
motion ;  and  other  bodies  of  riflemen,  some 
mounted  and  some  on  foot,  lurked  in  almost  every 
thicket  and  every  sugar  plantation,  firing  with  a 
sure  aim  at  all  stragglers,  harassing  the  English 
pickets,  killing  and  wounding  the  sentinels,  and 
preventing  the  main  body  from  obtaining  any 
sound  and  refreshing  sleep.  On  the  26th  of 
December  there  was  some  hard  fighting;  but  the 
attempt  of  the  British  to  turn  the  flank  of  the  Ame¬ 
ricans  was  unsuccessful,  and  the  defenders  brought 
into  play  a  very  numerous  and  very  well  served 
artillery,  firing  grape  shot,  red-hot  shot,  &c.,  and 
doing  great  execution  upon  the  heads  of  the  Eng¬ 
lish  columns  of  attack.  At  the  end  of  the  day 
Sir  Edward  Pakenham  took  up  a  position  two  or 
three  miles  nearer  to  the  enemy.  His  near  ap¬ 
proach  and  the  course  of  the  fighting  had  convinced 
him  that  the  only  practicable  mode  of  assault 
was  to  treat  the  formidable  field  works  which 
the  republicans  had  thrown  up  as  one  would  treat 
a  regular  fortification— erect  breaching  batteries  I 
against  them,  and  try  to  silence  their  guns.  Three 
days  were  employed  in  landing  heavy  cannon, 
bringing  up  ammunition,  and  making  such  pre¬ 
parations  as  were  necessary.  Having  procured  the 
materiel,  one  half  of  the  English  army  was  ordered 
out  on  the  night  of  the  31st  of  December,  to  throw 
up  a  chain  of  works  :  the  men  halted  about  300 
yards  from  the  enemy’s  line;  and  here  the  greater 
part  of  them,  laying  down  their  muskets,  applied 
themselves  vigorously  to  their  task,  while  the  rest 
stood  armed  and  prepared  for  their  defence  in  case 
the  Americans  should  sally.  The  night  was  dark, 
the  English  maintained  a  profound  silence,  and  the 
Americans  kept  a  bad  watch,  for  it  was  the  last 
night  of  the  year,  and  rum  and  other  means  of 
conviviality  abounded  in  the  republican  camp.  In 
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this  manner  six  batteries  were  completed  long  be¬ 
fore  the  dawn  of  New  Year’s  Day,  and  30  pieces 
of  heavy  cannon  were  mounted  on  them.  There 
had  not  been  much  digging  and  trenching.  Every 
store-house  and  barn  in  the  country  was  filled  with 
bogheads  and  barrels  of  sugar  and  molasses,  and 
these  barrels  and  hogsheads  were  used  instead  of 
earth.  Rolling  the  hogsheads  towards  the  front, 
the  English  soldiers  placed  them  upright  to  form 
the  parapets  of  the  batteries.  We  had  the  sugar 
and  molasses,  the  republicans  had  the  cotton  bags 
and  the  impressed  cotton  bales,  and  hogsheads 
and  barrels  besides.  The  morning  of  the  1st  of 
January,  1815,  was  a  very  dark  foggy  morning  in 
those  swamps  and  bogs  of  New  Orleans.  The  day 
was  considerably  advanced  before  the  Americans 
could  distinctly  discover  how  near  the  British 
had  approached  to  their  lines,  or  see  the  novel  use 
they  had  made  of  their  hogsheads  of  sugar.  As 
the  mist  cleared  away  our  batteries  opened  a  tre¬ 
mendous  fire.  The  first  effect  of  this  firing  and  of 
the  astonishment  of  the  Americans  was  seen  in  the 
breaking  of  the  American  ranks,  in  the  dispersion 
of  their  different  corps,  which  fled  in  all  directions 
in  the  most  visible  terror  and  disorder.  Even  their 
artillery  remained  silent.  There  were,  no  doubt, 
cogent  reasons  against  making  an  assault  at  this 
first  moment  of  panic,  or  so  brave  an  officer  as 
Pakenham  would  have  made  it.  By  degrees  the 
republican  infantry  rallied ;  and  then  their  formid¬ 
able  artillery  began  to  answxr  the  British  salute 
with  great  rapidity  and  precision.  They  landed 
a  number  of  guns  from  a  flotilla,  they  took  every 
gun  from  every  vessel  in  the  harbour,  they  in¬ 
creased  their  artillery  to  a  great  amount,  and  they 
brought  a  heavy  flank  fire  as  well  as  a  front  fire 
to  bear  upon  Pakenham’s  30  cannon  in  battery. 
The  hogsheads  and  casks  were  knocked  to  pieces, 
the  sugar  and  molasses  thrown  all  about,  a  good 
many  of  our  artillerymen  were  killed  and  wounded, 
and  some  of  our  guns  w'ere  knocked  over.  Moreover, 
towards  evening  our  ammunition  began  to  fail,  and 
the  incessant  fire  which  had  been  kept  up  for  many 
hours  began  to  slacken  on  our  side.  The  English 
were  obliged  to  retire,  leaving  their  heavy  guns  to 
their  fate ;  but,  as  no  attempt  was  made  by  the 
Americans  to  secure  them,  working  parties  sent 
out  after  dark  removed  such  of  them  as  were  worth 
removing.  Nothing  could  tempt  the  republicans 
to  make  a  sally  or  try  their  fortune  in  an  open  field. 
They  knew  their  strength  and  their  weakness,  and 
they  wisely  kept  behind  their  river  and  canals  and 
bogs,  and  their  breastworks  of  cotton  bales,  trust¬ 
ing  to  their  superiority  in  artillerig  and  to  their  skill 
as  riflemen.  The  fatigue  undergone  by  the  whole 
British  army,  from  the  general  down  to  the  meanest 
sentinel,  was  immense.  For  two  whole  nights  and 
days,  not  a  man  had  closed  an  eye  in  sleep.  A  new 
plan  of  operations  was  invented,  which  was  consi¬ 
dered  worthy  of  the  good  Peninsular  school  in 
which  Sir  Edw'ard  Pakenham  had  studied  his  pro¬ 
fession.  It  was  determined  to  divide  the  army, 
to  send  part  across  the  river,  who  should  seize  the 
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enemy’s  guns  in  battery  there  and  turn  them  on 
themselves ;  while  the  remainder  should  make  a 
general  assault  along  the  whole  entrenchment.  But, 
before  this  plan  could  he  put  into  execution,  it  was 
necessary  to  cut  a  canal  across  the  entire  neck  of 
land  on  which  our  army  stood,  to  admit  of  boats 
being  brought  up  for  conveying  the  troops  across 
the  river.  Tliis  was  a  Roman  work,  and  it  was 
executed  with  a  spirit  worthy  of  the  legions  of 
Caesar.  The  men  laboured  by  turns  day  and  night, 
one  party  relieving  another  after  a  stated  number 
of  hours,  in  such  order  as  never  to  let  the  labour 
entirely  cease  ;  there  was  no  repining,  and  at  last 
by  unremitted  exertions  they  finished  their  canal 
on  the  6tli  of  January.  The  unexpected  arrival 
of  Major-general  Lambert,  with  the  7th  and  43rd, 
tw'o  splendid  battalions,  mustering  together  1600 
effective  men,  raised  the  spirits  of  the  besiegers. 
There  also  came  up  marines  from  the  fleet,  and  a 
body  of  sailors  ready  to  do  or  attempt  anything. 
These  additions  raised  Pakenham’s  force  to  about 
8000  men.  The  number  of  armed  Americans,  of 
all  classes,  was  estimated  at  20,000 ;  and  every  day 
brought  them  some  reinforcement  from  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  country,  from  the  killing  regions  of  the 
Kentuckians,  and  from  other  parts  far  and  near. 
Boats  were  ordered  up  to  the  newly  cut  canal  for 
the  transport  of  1400  men  ;  and  in  these  boats 
Colonel  Thornton,  with  the  85  th  regiment,  the 
marines,  and  a  party  of  sailors,  was  to  cross  the 
river,  and  carry  the  terrible  flanking  battery,  which 
mounted  18  or  20  cannon.  Thornton  was  to  move 
in  the  darkness  of  night  and  in  silence  ;  he  w'as  to 
land  at  some  distance  from  the  American  battery, 
to  rush  upon  it  and  seize  it  by  surprise  in  the  dark, 
but  not  to  begin  his  fire  from  it  until  he  should  see 
a  certain  rocket  in  the  air,  which  would  be  the  sig¬ 
nal  that  Pakenham  was  commencing  a  general  attack 
along  the  American  lines.  This  w'as  the  whole  of 
Pakenham’s  bold  plan.  It  was  deranged  by  various 
circumstances.  The  boats  could  not  arrive  at  the 
appointed  time ;  the  soil  through  which  the  canal 
had  been  dug  in  so  great  a  hurry  being  soft,  parts 
of  the  bank  gave  way,  choking  up  the  channel  and 
preventing  the  heaviest  of  the  boats  from  getting 
forward ;  these  heavy  boats  again  blocked  up  the 
passage,  so  that  none  of  those  which  were  behind 
could  proceed,  and  thus,  instead  of  a  flotilla  for  the 
accommodation  of  1400  men,  all  that  could  reach 
their  destination  were  a  number  of  boats  barely 
sufficient  to  contain  350  men.  And  so  much  time 
had  been  consumed  in  getting  these  few  boats  into 
the  river,  that  the  dawn  of  day  was  beginning  to 
appear  before  Colonel  Tliornton  could  get  across, 
lie  made  good  his  landing,  and  formed  on  the 
beach  without  opposition  and  alarm  ;  but  day  had 
already  broke,  and  Pakenbam’s  signal-rocket  was 
feen  in  the  air  while  he  and  his  350  men  were  yet 
three  miles  from  the  battery  wdiich  ought  to  have 
been  taken  tliree  hours  ago.  This  was  fatal  to  the 
)ilan  ;  but  blunders  and  negligences  occurred  in 
the  nniin  army.  Besides  their  canal  and  their  bales 
of  cotton,  the  Americans  bad  along  tlicir  great  line 
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certain  fixed,  permanent  ramparts.  To  mount  these, 
and  for  laying  dowm  across  the  canal.  Sir  Edward 
Pakenham  had  ordered  his  attacking  columns  to  be 
provided  with  ladders  and  fascines.  But  the  order 
had  been  neglected  ;  there  was  not  a  single  ladder 
or  fascine  upon  the  field  when  the  assault  began, 
nor  were  any  brought  up  until  it  was  too  late. 
The  guns  in  the  battery  which  Colonel  Thornton 
W'as  to  take  remained  as  Pakenham  had  seen  them 
the  preceding  day  :  his  signal-rocket  w’ent  up,  but 
no  tire  w'as  opened  upon  the  enemy  from  that  bat¬ 
tery.  The  assault  along  the  lines  w'as,  however, 
commenced  under  a  tremendous  fire  of  American 
artillery,  which  mow'ed  down  Pakenham’s  men  very 
fast.  On  the  left  a  detachment  of  the  21st,  under 
Colonel  Rennie,  stormed  a  3 -gun  battery  and  took 
it,  this  battery  being  in  advance  of  the  canal  or 
ditch.  On  the  right  a  column,  composed  of  the 
21st  and  4th,  supported  by  the  93rd,  crossed  the 
ditch  without  fascines  or  ladders  ;  but  to  scale  the 
parapet  without  ladders  was  scarcely  possible. 
Some  of  the  men  tried  it  by  mounting  upon  one 
another’s  shoulders,  and  in  this  w'ay  a  ffiw  ac¬ 
tually  entered  the  w'orks ;  but  they  were  not  sup¬ 
ported  in  time,  and  w'ere  soon  laid  low  by  a 
concentrated  crash  of  musketry.  Right  and  left 
the  columns  of  attack  were  compelled  to  give  way  ; 
and  as  they  ran  back  the  fire  of  the  American 
artillery  grew  hotter  and  hotter,  and  some  of  the 
battalions  betrayed  symptoms  of  disorder  and 
panic.  Pakenham,  leading  on  a  fresh  column  of 
attack  in  person,  received  a  slight  wound  in  the 
knee  from  a  musket-ball,  which  killed  his  horse 
under  him.  Mounting  another  horse,  he  again 
headed  the  troops,  and  he  was  seen,  witli  his  hat 
off,  encouraging  them  on  the  crest  of  the  glacis, 
when  a  second  ball  struck  him,  and  he  fell  dead 
into  the  arms  of  his  aide-de-camp.  Generals 
Keane  and  Gibbs  rode  through  the  ranks,  and 
endeavoured  to  encourage  the  assailants,  till  they 
were  both  carried  off  the  field  wounded,  Gibbs 
mortally.  Other  officers  were  brought  down  by 
the  keen  American  marksmen,  who  fired  under 
cover,  and  with  their  rifles  in  rest.  All  was  now 
confusion  and  dismay.  Without  leaders,  without 
knowing  what  was  to  be  done,  almost  without  so 
much  as  a  single  subaltern  officer  left  standing, 
the  troops  halted  and  opened,  then  began  to  retire, 
and  finally  the  retreat  became  a  disorderly  flight. 
The  strong  reserve,  however,  closed  up  to  cover 
the  retreat,  and  give  time  for  rallying ;  and  so 
cautious  were  the  republicans,  that  they  would 
attempt  no  pursuit.  They  remained  behind  their 
strong  lines,  and  merely  plied  their  artillery. 
Thornton  and  his  350  men  beyond  the  river  did 
nobly,  though  it  was  too  late.  They  drove  the 
Americans,  consisting  in  part  of  a  corps  of  w'ild 
Kentuckians,  from  their  positions;  they  drove 
three  times  their  own  number  out  of  the  battery  ; 
they  took  possession  of  their  tents  and  of  their 
eighteen  pieces  of  cannon.  The  Americans,  ex¬ 
pecting  no  attack  on  this  side  of  the  river,  had 
been  taken  by  surprise,  even  though  it  was  broad 
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daylight ;  and  the  British  soldiers,  marines,  and 
sailors  had  fought  with  the  greater  spirit  from  be¬ 
lieving  that  Pakenham’s  attack  (announced  by  the 
signal  rocket)  was  succeeding.  But,  before  they 
could  turn  the  captured  guns  upon  the  enemy. 
Colonel  Thornton  learned  the  true  state  of  the  case 
from  the  messenger  who  brought  him  an  order  to 
retreat  immediately,  recross  the  river,  and  join  the 
main  body  of  the  army.*  As  Thornton  retreated, 
the  Kentuckians  and  their  comrades  began  to 
return  to  their  batteries ;  but,  notvvithstanding  their 
great  superiority  of  numbers,  so  very  little  stomach 
did  they  show  for  fighting  in  open  ground,  that 
they  stopped  by  their  recovered  works,  and  gave 
no  pursuit ;  and  thus,  under  cover  of  some  smoke 
which  they  raised  by  setting  fire  to  a  house,  the 
English  got  back  to  their  boats  and  crossed  the 
river  without  molestation,  carrying  with  them  a 
good  part  of  the  American  artillery  which  they 
had  captured,  and,  among  other  pieces,  a  brass 
howitzer,  on  w'hich  was  inscribed,  “  Taken  at  the 
surrender  of  York  Town,  1781.”  In  the  advance 
and  attack  three  men  were  killed  and  about  forty 
were  -wounded.  Colonel  Thornton  being  among  the 
latter,  and  this  -was  all  that  the  daring  movement 
cost  us.  As  soon  as  the  whole  army  w'as  reunited 
and  order  was  restored  to  the  broken  regiments, 
a  flag  of  truce  was  dispatched  by  General  Lambert, 
upon  whom  tbe  command  devolved,  with  proposals 
for  a  suspension  of  hostilities  to  collect  and  bury 
the  dead.  The  Americans  readily  agreed  to  a  truce 
of  tw'o  days.  On  the  right  and  on  the  left  of  the 
American  lines  where  the  assaults  had  been  made, 
the  dead  lay  thick  together,  showing  how  close 
they  had  come  to  the  works,  how  firmly  they  had 
stood,  how  well  the  American  artillery  had  been 
served,  and  with  what  good  aim  their  muskets  and 
rifles  had  been  fired.  In  some  spots  the  men  lay 
as  if  they  had  been  mow'ed  down  in  ranks.  No¬ 
where  was  there  an  American  to  be  seen  among 
tbe  dead,  for  the  Americans  had  all  fought  under 
cover,  scarcely  ever  showing  more  than  their  caps 
and  heads  as  they  fired  their  muskets  and  rifles 
over  the  parapets.  It  was  their  boast  that  in  Pa¬ 
kenham’s  attack  their  loss  amounted  to  only  eight 
men  killed  and  fourteen  wounded  ;  and  it  is  pro- 
l)able  that  their  loss  was  not  much  greater.  It  is 
worthy  of  notice  that  the  proofs  of  good  gunnery 
did  not  all  proceed  from  Americans.  New  Orleans, 
once  a  French  settlement,  continued  to  be  a  great 
resort  for  Frenchmen  of  all  classes;  and  a  good 
number  of  Frenchmen,  who  had  served  in  the  army 
or  navy  of  Bonaparte,  were  in  the  place  when  the 
British  advanced  against  it.  We  find  even  in 
American  books  a  good  many  of  these  well-prac¬ 
tised  individuals  mentioned  by  name.  General 
Lambert  wisely  abandoned  the  notion  of  making 
another  attempt.  But  before  he  could  begin  a 
retreat  it  was  found  necessary  to  make  a  road 
across  an  execrable  morass  some  miles  in  extent. 

*  T)ie  Campaigns  of  the  British  Army  at  Wasliington  and  New 
Orleans,  in  the  years  1814-1815,  by  the  author  of  The  Subaltern. 
Fourth  edition,  corrected  and  revi  ed.  l^ondon,  1836. — Dispatches  of 
Generals  Lambert  and  Keane. 


This  work  occupied  nine  days,  during  which  the 
British  army  remained  in  position  within  cannon- 
shot  distance  of  the  American  lines  ;  and,  although 
the  fame  of  their  success  brought  more  and  more 
volunteers  to  swell  the  force  behind  those  lines, 
no  sally  was  made,  nothing  was  attempted  beyond 
firing  of  long  shots  with  their  big  guns.  But  no, 
we  mistake  ;  something  more  was  done  ;  they  held 
out  every  inducement  to  the  British  soldiers  to 
desert ;  they  threw  printed  papers  into  the  pickets 
offering  land  and  money  as  the  price  of  desertion ; 
they  made  a  practice  of  approaching  our  outposts, 
and  endeavouring  to  persuade  the  very  sentinels  to 
rpiit  their  station.  They  offered  some  of  our  men 
as  much  as  fifty  or  one  hundred  dollars ;  they  told 
them  that  all  men  wdio  served  kings  must  be  in  the 
condition  of  slaves,  and  they  painted  the  blessings 
of  liberty  and  equality,  tbe  happiness  of  republi¬ 
cans,  and  the  ease  and  plenty  of  that  land  of  suga 
and  tobacco,  cotton  and  black  slaves.  At  time^ 
these  emissaries  were  roughly  handled  by  the  loyal 
soldiery ;  nevertheless  a  considerable  number  of 
our  men,  w'orn  out  by  their  present  fatigues  and 
Itrivations,  deserted,  to  die  in  the  bosom  of  brother 
Jonathan  and  of  yellow  fever.  When  General 
Lambert  began  to  move  off — which  was  not  until 
the  18th  of  January,  when  the  whole  of  the 
w'ounded,  the  baggage  and  stores,  the  civil  officers, 
commissaries,  &c.,  were  well  advanced  on  their 
way  to  the  English  fleet — nothing  was  abandoned 
except  ten  pieces  of  heavy  artillery  which  had 
been  mounted  in  front  of  the  bivouac,  and  which 
w'ere  old  ships’  guns  of  little  value,  and  extremely 
cumbersome — and  these  guns  w-ere  rendered  per¬ 
fectly  unserviceable  before  they  w'ere  left.  And 
such  was  the  skill  with  which  the  wdiole  retreat 
was  managed,  and  such  the  timidity  or  shyness  of 
the  Americans,  who  even  now  would  not  quit  their 
works  or  attempt  any  pursuit,  that  the  whole  of 
the  army  got  safely  back  to  the  ships  lying  in  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico,  near  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi. 
It  was  every  w'ay  a  useless  and  lamentable  expedi¬ 
tion  (peace  had  been  concluded  in  Europe  before 
it  commenced),  and  it  cost  us  nearly  2000  men 
and  officers  in  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners. 
General  Jackson,  afterwards  President  of  the 
United  States,  was  considered  as  commander-in- 
ebief  in  New  Orleans;  and  it  w'as  on  tins  occasion 
tliat  his  admiring  countrymen  bestowed  upon  him 
the  high  appellation  of  “  Conqueror  of  the  Con¬ 
querors  of  Bonaparte.”* 

The  last  action  of  the  war  was  the  capture  of 
Fort  Mobile,  in  tbe  new  Alabama  territory  of  the 
United  States,  by  General  Lambert,  who  had  so 
ably  conducted  the  retreat  from  New  Orleans,  and 
by  Admiral  Sir  A.  Cochrane.  The  trooiis  were 
landed  as  early  as  the  7th  of  February,  and  by 
the  11th  the  place  was  ours,  the  garrison  surren¬ 
dering  as  prisoners  of  war.  Fort  Mobile  com¬ 
manded  the  principal  sea-port  of  the  territory 
(which  has  since  grown  into  a  state),  and  afforded 

*  Generitl  Lambert,  Dispatch.— Major  Mitchell  of  the  Roy,al  Artil- 
li-vv.  ollicial  [I'Uiiii  of  the  mdiiance  tikeii  from  tlie  enemy,  Sic. 
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a^ood  naval  and  military  position,  and  an  excellent 
basis  for  further  operations  on  the  Mississippi,  the 
Bay  of  Mexico,  the  rivers  Mobile,  Alabama,  &c. 

Huring  the  progress  of  the  war,  the  British 
government  had  made  several  overtures,  direct  as 
well  as  indirect,  for  a  reconciliation,  and  every 
royal  speech  at  the  opening  of  Parliament  had 
expressed,  with  a  determination  to  yield  or  commit 
none  of  our  maritime  rights,  regret  for  the  quarrel, 
or  a  wish  that  it  might  not  be  lasting.  At  first 
the  overtures  were  met  as  a  confession  of  fear  and 
weakness — as  an  avowal  that  we  were  sinking 
under  the  weight  imposed  upon  us  by  a  war  with 
France  in  the  Old  World,  and  with  the  republic 
of  the  United  States  in  the  New  World;  and, 
when  their  ship-of-the-line-like  frigates  had  made 
old  British  frigates  strike,  it  was  fancied  that 
our  spell  was  broken,  that  the  trident  was  fall¬ 
ing  from  our  hands.  Bonaparte’s  grand  disaster 
in  Russia,  which  was  well  known  all  over  the 
United  States  early  in  the  year  1813,  damped,  but 
did  not  destroy,  the  hopes  of  the  war  party  ;  for 
they  could  not  conceive  that  so  gigantic  a  ]iower 
as  that  of  the  Emperor  of  the  French  could  be 
destroyed  at  one  blow.  They  hoped  that  the  Man 
of  Destiny  would  prevail  against  all  the  embattled 
crowned  despots  of  Europe  in  the  plains  of  Ger¬ 
many  in  1813.  This  hope  w'as  shattered  by  the 
battle  of  Leipzig.  But  in  the  beginning  of  1814, 
when  Bonaparte  was  fighting  on  the  soil  of  France, 
— when  the  armies  of  the  allies  were  engaging,  far 
from  their  own  frontiers,  in  the  very  heart  of  the 
most  warlike  nation  of  Europe,  they  trusted  that 
the  star  of  Napoleon  would  shine  forth  again 
more  luminous  than  ever.  It  was  needful  for 
them  to  cling  to  this  hope,  for  the  most  ardent 
lover  of  this  war  with  England  well  knew  that  it 
could  not  be  continued  without  ruin  to  the  United 
States,  if  England  should  be  relieved  from  the 
great  and  exhausting  French  war,  and  be  enabled 
to  direct  her  whole  attention  to  this  little  episode 
in  America.  But  Bonaparte  was  beaten  inside  of 
France,  as  he  had  been  beaten  outside  of  France; 
and  the  1814  hope  was  finished  by  the  capture  of 
Paris,  and  the  abdication  of  Fontainebleau.  Then, 
and  not  until  then.  President  Madison  and  his 
party  utterly  despaired  of  the  policy  they  had 
adopted,  and  became  really  eager  for  peace.  Be¬ 
fore  this  time,  however,  it  had  been  sufficiently 
demonstrated  that  the  conquest  and  annexation  of 
Canada — incontestably  the  nmin  object  for  which 
Madison  had  provoked  this  war — was  not  to  be 
achieved  by  such  troops  and  military  resources  as 
the  central  government  could  command ;  and  the 
scat  of  sensibility  had  been  violently  affected,  by 
the  very  many  bags  of  dollars  which  had  been 
spent  in  those  useless  expeditions  beyond  the  lakes 
and  the  river  St.  Lawrence.  Moreover,  the  op¬ 
position  of  the  north-eastern  states  of  the  Union 
to  a  line  of  policy  rvhich  they  had  never  supported, 
and  to  a  war  which  was  threatening  to  make  bank¬ 
rupts  of  them  all,  compelled  the  pupil  of  Jefferson 
to  pretend  a  wish  to  treat  with  England,  even  at 
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the  end  of  1813.  On  the  7th  of  January,  1814, 
he  communicated  to  Congress  copies  of  a  corre¬ 
spondence  between  Lord  Castlerengh  and  Mr. 
Munroe.  From  these  letters,  it  appeared  that 
Lord  Castlereagh  had  proposed  the  appointment 
of  plenipotentiaries  to  treat  respecting  terms  of 
peace  either  at  London  or  at  Gottenburg,  and  that 
the  American  diplomatist,  preserving  his  proper 
dignity,  had  acceded  to  his  lordship’s  proposition, 
being  authorized  so  to  do  by  the  president,  who 
had  made  choice  of  Gottenburg  for  the  scene  of 
the  negociations.  The  anti-war  and  anti-French 
party  bitterly  assailed  the  president  for  not  assent¬ 
ing  to  a  like  amicable  proposition  made  on  the 
part  of  England  long  before ;  they  accused  him 
even  now  of  a  design  to  protract  the  negotiations, 
and  they  told  him  that  this  delay  would  not  be 
borne  by  the  impatient  and  ruined  people  of  the 
eastern  states.  Besides  repeating  the  threat  of 
breaking  up  the  federal  union,  the  people  of  these 
eastern  states  began  to  declare  that  they  would 
contribute  no  money,  no  men,  no  stores  to  the 
armies  set  on  foot  by  the  central  government ; 
that  they  would  keep  their  own  militia  at  home  for 
their  own  defence;  that  perhaps  they  might  be 
driven,  by  their  necessities,  to  seek  a  separate 
reconciliation  with  Great  Britain,  &c.  In  the 
State  of  Massachusetts  these  threats  were  loudly 
expressed  by  Governor  Strong,  before  the  legisla¬ 
ture  of  that  state.  So  terrible,  indeed,  were  these 
gales  from  the  north-east,  that  President  Madison, 
his  government,  and  whole  system  were  well  nigh 
blown  away  by  them.  Nor  did  the  president 
escape  without  yielding  to  them  ;  prostrating  him¬ 
self  before  the  blast,  he  repealed  his  embargo  and 
non-importation  acts  !  This,  he  hoped,  would  tend 
to  allay  some  of  the  discontents  occasioned  by 
the  restrictions  on  commerce,  and  remove,  at  the 
same  time,  some  of  the  evil  and  ruinous  effects  of 
those  restrictions  on  the  American  revenue,  which 
was  already  in  a  deplorable  state.  But  England 
frustrated  these  hopes  by  the  extension  of  the 
British  blockade  along  the  whole  coasts  of  the 
United  States,  which  was  announced  in  April, 
1814,  by  Admiral  Cochrane.  And  throughout 
this  last  year  of  the  w  ar,  Madison  had  no  reason 
to  complain,  as  he  used  to  do  in  former  times 
before  the  war  began,  that  British  blockades  of 
coasts  were  merely  paper  blockades ;  for  so  closely 
weie  the  rivers,  the  great  outlets  of  America, 
watched ;  so  incessantly  was  the  coast  scoured 
from  south  to  north,  and  from  north  to  south ;  so 
vigilant  was  the  look-out,  even  close  in  shore, 
that  a  trading  vessel  could  hardly  ])ut  out  to  sea 
— nay,  could  hardly  creep  along  the  coast  from  one 
harbour  to  another,  without  the  dead  certainty  of 
being  captured  by  the  English.  The  year  1814 
must  have  been  altogether  a  blank  and  black  year 
for  Madison.  He  saw  Washington  burned  under 
his  nose;  he  could  do  nothing  more  on  the  side  of 
Canada;  great  ])art  of  the  province  of  Maine  was 
wrested  from  the  republicans  by  our  expedition  on 
the  Penobscott  River ;  he  had  scarcely  a  gleam  of 
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satisfaction,  except  in  the  results  of  Sir  George 
Prevost’s  wretched  Plattsburg  expedition. 

The  negotiations  for  peace,  which  had  been  re¬ 
moved  by  mutual  consent  from  Gottenburg  to 
Ghent,  commenced  in  earnest  in  August,  1814. 
By  means  of  various  applications,  and  condescen¬ 
sions  not  quite  consistent  with  the  severity  ot 
republican  principles,  though  not  inconsistent  with 
American  practice,  Madison  and  his  friends  se¬ 
cured  the  mediation  or  friendly  offices  of  the 
Emperor  Alexander  of  Russia.  In  the  month  of 
October  the  president  laid  before  congress  an 
account  of  the  proceedings  at  Ghent.  He  made  it 
appear  that  the  British  government  had  advanced 
certain  demands,  respecting  the  integrity  of  the 
territory  of  the  Red  Indians,  the  military  posses¬ 
sion  of  the  lakes,  and  the  settlement  of  the  bound¬ 
aries,  which  the  American  plenipotentiaries  had 
not  hesitated  to  reject  as  wholly  inadmissible.  The 
congress  by  a  large  majority  confirmed  this  rejec¬ 
tion  ;  and  measures  were  determined  on  for  purely 
defensive  preparations  if  the  continuance  of  the 
war  should  be  found  inevitable.  But  it  was  easier 
to  vote  resolutions  than  to  raise  the  money  neces¬ 
sary  to  carry  them  into  effect,  or  to  reconcile  the 
people  of  the  north-eastern  states  to  the  prospect 
of  any  prolongation  of  hostilities.  So  low  was  the 
state  of  public  credit  that  no  loans  could  be  ne¬ 
gotiated.  A  system  of  taxation  was  resorted  to 
which  added  fuel  to  fire.  In  none  of  the  New 
England  states  would  those  war  taxes  ever  have 
been  paid.  Six  months  of  sternness  and  persever¬ 
ance  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  would  have 
taught  the  Americans  a  salutary  lesson ;  twelve 
months’  perseverance  and  energy  in  carrying  out 
our  blockade,  and  without  any  more  expeditions 
by  land,  or  any  other  risks  or  expenses,  and  the 
feeble  ties  which  kept  the  northern  and  southern 
states  together  would  have  been  snapped  like  a 
scorched  thread.  But  it  w’as  a  season  of  triumph 
and  magnanimity  in  Europe: — the  Emperor  of 
Russia  was  very  magnanimous,  Lord  Castlereagh 
was  very  magnanimous,  and  the  people  of  England 
were  very  forgiving,  and  cared  more  for  a  com¬ 
pleteness  of  peace  than  for  the  prospective  advan¬ 
tages  to  be  derived  from  the  wholesome  chastisement 
w  hich  might  have  been  inflicted  (perhaps  as  much 
to  the  benefit  of  the  Americans  as  to  our  own 
benefit).  The  restoration  of  peace  in  Europe, 
wiih  the  overthrow  of  the  founder  of  the  continental 
svstem,  of  the  new'  navigation  code,  and  of  the 
new  system  of  international  law',  had  indeed  re¬ 
moved  for  the  present  many  of  the  causes  of 
differences  between  England  and  the  United 
States.  Eor  example,  we  had  no  longer  any 
present  necessity  to  insist  on  our  right  of  search, 
or  on  our  right  of  excluding  neutral  vessels  from 
the  blockaded  ports  of  an  enemy.  But  we  must 
deny  that  the  prosecution  of  a  war  which  could 
not  by  any  possibility  have  lasted  a  year  longer 
would  have  been  a  useless  expenditure  of  money 
and  an  unjustifiable  harshness  on  our  part.  The 
Americans  had  forced  the  w'ar  iq  on  us  in  their 
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way,  and  we  ought  to  have  finished  it  in  our 
way.  No  principle  ought  to  have  been  left  unset¬ 
tled,  no  question  relating  to  boundaries  or  to  any¬ 
thing  else  left  open  to  be  a  perennial  source  of 
quarrel  as  soon  as  America  should  feel  herself 
strong  enough  or  bold  enough  to  quarrel.  As  it 
was,  the  plenipotentiaries  at  Ghent  agreed  to  waive 
every  question  at  issue  between  us,  and  to  take  no 
notice  whatever  of  the  circumstances  which  had 
occasioned  the  war.  On  the  24th  of  December, 
1814,  they  concluded  and  signed  a  treaty  of  peace 
and  amity,  which  was  ratified  by  both  govern¬ 
ments.  The  longest  of  the  articles  of  the  treaty 
related  to  the  disputes  respecting  boundaries,  yet 
still  they  left  those  disputes  to  be  settled  and  de¬ 
termined  by  commissioners  of  the  two  nations  who 
were  to  meet  and  discuss  the  questions  hereafter. 
Each  nation  engaged  to  put  an  end  to  all  hostilities 
that  might  be  subsisting  between  them  and  the 
Indian  tribes,  and  to  restore  to  those  tribes  all 
the  possessions  and  privileges  which  belonged 
to  them  previously  to  the  war.  Both  parties 
likewise  covenanted  to  continue  their  efforts  for 
the  entire  abolition  of  the  slave-trade.  All  the 
northern  and  eastern  states  of  the  Union  w'ere 
thrown  into  transports  of  joy  by  this  peace.  The 
Englishman  who  carried  out  the  ratification  of  the 
treaty  was  carried  by  the  citizens  and  people 
through  the  streets  of  New  York  in  triumph  and 
jubilee. 

Virtually  the  long  reign  of  George  III.  termi¬ 
nated  in  1810  with  the  establishment  of  the  re¬ 
gency  ;  and,  having  brought  the  great  events  which 
were  then  in  progress  to  their  close,  we  may  with 
propriety  abstain  from  giving  details  of  the  minor 
events  which  took  place  between  the  year  1815  and 
the  death  of  the  old  king.  As  it  now  rests  there  is 
a  kind  of  epic  unity  and  completeness  in  the  history 
of  this  actual  reign  of  nearly  fifty  years.  To  pro¬ 
ceed  w'ould  be  to  enter  upon  or  merely  touch  the 
skirts  of  another  era.  Even  with  the  noble  episode 
of  Lord  Exmouth’s  bombardment  of  Algiers  in  the 
month  of  August,  1816,  the  story  of  Orator  Hunt 
and  his  white  hat,  the  doings  of  the  Radical  re¬ 
formers,  the  Spa-fields  mobs,  the  Manchester  meet¬ 
ings  and  the  affray  at  Peterloo,  would  be  but  as  a 
farce  after  a  sublime  drama.  The  great  events  of 
the  reign — more  numerous,  complicated,  and  im¬ 
portant  than  those  that  were  crowded  in  any  two 
preceding  centuries — have  already  occupied  a  space 
considerably  exceeding  the  limits  we  originally  pro¬ 
posed.  The  three  great  subjects — the  consolidation 
and  extension  of  our  Indian  empire,  the  war  of 
American  independence,  and  the  wars  arising  out 
of  the  French  Revolution — have  been  discussed 
very  fully,  as  it  was  always  intended  they  should  be ; 
and  great  pains  have  been  taken  to  give  a  correct 
notion  of  the  real  character  of  the  French  Revolu¬ 
tion,  of  the  men  who  made  it,  and  of  the  effects  and 
■tendencies  of  that  convulsion.  From  1790  this 
history  is,  for  a  quarter  of  a  century,  not  merely 
the  ILstory  of  England,  but  the  History  of  Europe. 
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George  III.  died  in  Windsor  Castle  on  the  night 
of  Saturday  the  29th  of  Januar)^  1820,  in  the  82nd 
year  of  his  age,  and  (counting  the  ten  years  of  the 
regency)  in  the  GOth  year  of  his  reign.  For  some 
years  before  his  death  he  had  been  totally  blind  ; 
and  it  does  not  appear  that  any  temporary  return 
of  reason  allowed  him  to  comprehend  and  rejoice 
at  the  issue  of  the  momentous  struggle  in  which  he 
left  his  country  engaged  in  1810,  when  his  malady 
drove  him  into  retirement.  We  only  know  that 
when  others  desponded  his  hopes  Aveie  high,  and 
that,  so  long  as  he  had  reason,  he  never  despaired 
of  the  final  triumph  of  England.  No  man  within 
his  realms  had  a  more  thoroughly  English  heart, 
or  a  more  ardent  desire  to  promote  the  welfare  of 
the  people  and  the  interests  and  honour  of  the 
country.  Unpopular  in  his  youth  and  earliest 
government,  he  became  endeared  to  the  people  in 
the  midst  of  the  misfortunes  of  the  American  war; 
and  perhaps  no  sovereign  had  ever  been  more 
popular  than  be  was  during  the  last  twenty-five 
years  of  his  reign.  When  aged,  afflicted  Avith  blind¬ 
ness,  and  with  a  still  more  aAvful  calamity,  he  be¬ 
came  to  every  truly  British  heart  “  the  dear  old 
king,”  “  the  good  old  king” — and  the  mingled 
feeling  of  affection,  reverence,  and  grief,  for  the 
poor  blind  old  recluse  of  Windsor  Castle  Avas  ho¬ 
nourable  to  the  vast  body  of  the  English  nation. 
Tlie  whole  feeling  Avas  expressed  by  a  decent  Lon¬ 
don  mechanic,  who  was  viewing  the  festivities  and 
rejoicings  in  Hyde  Park  for  the  peace  of  Paris,  and 
the  magnificent  cortege  of  the  Prince  Regent,  the 
Emperor  of  Russia,  the  King  of  Prussia,  Avith  the 
long  array  of  Avarriorsof  fame,  marshals  and  generals. 


The  man’s  face  was  radiant  Avith  joy  and  exultation  ; 
but  a  cloud  came  over  it — “  Why  is  not  our  good 
old  king  wcU,  and  here,  to  see  this  sight !” — and 
as  he  said  the  Avords  tears  stood  in  his  eyes.  Of 
the  character  of  George  III.,  both  as  a  man  and  as 
a  sovereign,  the  facts  Avhich  have  been  narrated  in 
the  body  of  our  history  will  enable  the  reader  to 
form  a  pretty  correct  opinion.  The  time  is  not  yet 
come  for  draAving  up  an  impartial,  dispassionate, 
and  complete  character;  but  it  may  be  Avell  re¬ 
marked  noAV,  that  nearly  every  circumstance  con¬ 
cerning  him  which  has  been  brought  to  light  of  late 
years,  and  nearly  every  conversation  Avhich  has 
been  reported,  or  letter  Avritten  by  him  Avhich  has 
been  published,  have  tended  to  clear  aAvay  the  pre¬ 
judices  of  former  times,  and  to  raise  our  estimate 
not  merely  of  the  goodness  of  his  heart  and  inten¬ 
tions,  but  also  of  the  poAvers  of  his  intellect,  and  of 
his  capacity  for  public  business. 

Our  part  of  this  Avork  is  done ;  and  the  pen  drops 
from  a  Aveary  hand  which  has  knoAvn  little  rest 
since  the  Avork  began.  In  the  performance  of  our 
task,  numerous  errors  may  have  been  committctl, 
and  false  conclusions  may  have  been  draAvn  from 
correct  premises;  but  Ave  have  never,  Avittinglv, 
tampered  Aviih  a  fact  or  falsified  a  figure.  We  are 
of  no  party,  but  we  are  of  a  country;  and  this,  Ave 
trust,  Ave  have  shoAvm  in  the  Avhole  course  of  our 
labours.  And  it  remains  Avith  us  as  a  principle, 
and  as  a  point  of  faith,  that  one  of  the  greatest  uses 
of  National  History  is  to  maintain  or  minister  to  a 
high  National  Spirit. 
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HE  first  question  con¬ 
nected  witli  religion  or 
the  church  that  came 
before  the  legislature 
after  the  union  ■with 
Ireland,  was  that  of  the 
eligibility  of  persons  in 
holy  orders  to  sit  in  the 
House  of  Commons. 

'I  bis  question  arose  in 
consequence  of  the  re¬ 
turn  of  the  celebrated 
John  Horne  Tooke, 
long  distinguished  as  a 
reformer  of  the  first  water  both  in  politics  and 
in  philology,  as  one  of  the  representatives  for 
the  rotten  borough  of  Old  Sarum,  on  the  nomi¬ 
nation  of  the  aristocratic  and  autocratic  patron 
Lord  Camelford,  to  the  first  imperial  parliament, 
which  met  on  the  2nd  of  February,  1801.  Tooke, 
introduced  by  his  friend  Sir  Francis  Burdett 
and  another  member,  took  the  oaths  and  his  seat 
on  the  16th  of  February;  when  Earl  Temple  im¬ 
mediately  rose  and  gave  notice  that,  if  no  petition 
should  be  presented  against  the  honourable  gentle¬ 
man’s  return  witbin  the  allotted  fourteen  days, 
he  should  then  submit  a  motion  on  the  subject. 
Nothing  farther,  however,  was  done  in  the  matter 
till  the  10th  of.  March.  Tooke,  according  to  his 
own  account,  had  attended  in  his  place  at  the  ex¬ 
piration  of  fourteen,  fifteen,  sixteen  days,  without 
receiving  any  communication  from  Temple.  This 
he  stated  in  a  speech  which  he  made  when  the 
case  came  on.  “  On  the  seventeenth,”  he  con¬ 
tinued,  “  severe  indisposition  kept  me  away :  I 
found  on  the  eighteenth  that  his  lordship,  in  my 
absence,  had  given  notice  that  he  should  on  this 
dav  (the  10th  of  March)  make  a  motion  respecting 
the  eligibility  of  the  Reverend  John  Horne  Tooke 
to  a  seat  in  this  House.  I  attended  on  that  day : 
his  lordship  then  came  to  me,  and  very  hand¬ 
somely  said  he  would  tell  me  what  sort  of  a  motion 
it  would  be.  The  lawyers,  his  lordship  said,  had 
not  been  able  to  determine  what  sort  of  a  motion 
he  should  make  on  the  subject ;  but  he  told  me  he 
should  be  able  to  tell  me  what  would  be  the  motion 
on  Tuesday.  I  attended ;  and  then  his  lordship, 
instead  of  informing  me  of  anything,  made  a  new 
motion  for  the  examination  of  witnesses.”  Mean¬ 
while,  Tooke  had,  with  his  characteristic  dexterity, 
been  manifestly  steering  his  course  in  the  House 
with  a  view  to  conciliate  the  quarter  Irom  which 
he  had  most  to  fear.  In  a  debate,  for  instance,  on 
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the  19th  of  February,  on  a  motion  for  censuring 
one  of  the  late  continental  expeditions,  the  re¬ 
nowned  champion  of  reform  and  democracy,  who 
had  already  consented  to  enter  the  House  of  Com¬ 
mons  as  the  nominee  of  a  peer,  and  to  sit  as  a  re¬ 
presentative  without  a  constituency,  surprised  the 
public  by  making  his  debut  as  a  parliamentary 
orator  with  a  speech  in  defence  of  ministers.  In 
another  debate  on  the  2nd  of  March,  again,  he 
took  occasion  to  proclaim  the  first  principle  of  his 
political  creed  to  be  an  attachment  to  the  ancient 
institutions  of  the  country.  “  I  am  supposed,”  he 
said,  “  to  be  a  great  friend  to  innovations  of  every 
kind.  I  have  been  represented  as  an  innovator, 
but  I  do  not  deserve  that  title.  ...  I  look  to  what 
is  established,  and  approve?  of  it — not  because  it  is 
the  best,  but  because  it  is  established.  Let  any  man 
examine  what  have  been  the  sentiments  that,  upon 
every  occasion,  have  fallen  from  me,  and  he  will 
find  that  I  have  uniformly  been  against  innovation.” 
Temple’s  motion  on  the  10th  of  March  'was  merely 
to  call  witnesses  to  the  bar  to  prove  the  fact  of  the 
member  for  Old  Sarum  having  taken  holy  orders ; 
it  was  carried,  after  some  debate,  by  a  majority  of 
150  to  66;  the  witnesses  were  examined,  and 
proved  what  was  wanted ;  a  select  committee  was 
then  appointed  to  search  the  journals  of  the  House, 
and  the  records  of  parliament,  for  precedents.  This 
committee  did  not  give  in  its  report  till  the  2nd  of 
April ;  and  the  matter  -u-as  not  again  taken  up  till 
the  4th  of  May.  Long  before  this,  fortunately  for 
Tooke,  if  he  himself  had  not  come  to  be  regarded 
as  a  ministerialist.  Lord  Temple,  formerly  a 
steady  adherent  of  Pitt,  had,  on  the  accession  of  the 
Addington  ministry,  passed  over  to  the  opposition. 
On  the  12th  of  March,  we  find  the  member  for 
Old  Sarum  coming  forward,  at  the  close  of  an  ani¬ 
mated  debate  on  a  motion  by  Sheridan  for  resisting 
the  continuance  of  the  Irish  Martial-law  Bill,  with 
a  proposal  to  mediate  between  the  two  contending 
parties,  or,  as  he  phrased  it,  to  reconcile  both  sides 
of  the  House,  and  admitting  that,  although  martial 
law  might  not  be  necessary  for  Ireland,  martial 
force  undoubtedly  was.  On  the  25th  of  the  same 
month,  on  the  other  hand,  after  the  change  of 
ministry,  when  Mr.  Grey  moved  for  a  committee 
on  the  state  of  the  nation.  Temple  joined  the  oppo¬ 
sition,  and  both  voted  and  spoke  in  favour  of  Grey’s 
motion.  All  this,  no  doubt,  told  upon  the  final 
decision  of  the  House  as  to  Tooke’s  case,  notwith¬ 
standing  that  he  still  continued  to  profess  himself 
a  patriot,  and  had  indeed  not  only  voted  for  Grey’s 
committee  as  well  as  Temple,  but  had  afterwards, 

4  G 


594 


HISTORY  OF  THE  REIGN  OF  GEORGE  III. 


[Book  III. 


on  the  14lli  of  April,  made  a  speecli  against  the 
Habeas  Corpus  Suspension  Bill — an  occasion  on 
■which  the  minister  could  scarcely  have  expected 
him  to  sit  silent  unless  he  had  actually  sold  himself 
for  a  sum  of  money,  and  then  he  would  not  have 
been  worth  purchasing.  At  the  same  time,  in  his 
speech  on  the  10th  of  March,  on  Temple’s  motion 
for  calling  witnesses  to  the  bar  to  prove  the  fact  of 
his  ordination,  he  took  care  to  hold  himself  out  to 
the  public  as  a  martyr  to  his  principles,  to  the  de¬ 
mocratic  or  ultra-liberal  politics  of  which  he  had 
been  so  noted  a  professor.  “  I  believe,”  he  said, 
“  this  motion  springs  not  from  personal  enmity  to 
me  (for  I  do  not  believe  there  is  any  personal 
enmity  to  me  upon  earth),  but  from  political  ani¬ 
mosity.”  The  motion  also  was  resisted  by  Fox, 
Sheridan,  Erskine,  and  the  opposition  or  whig  party 
generally.  The  evidence  taken  at  the  bar  proved 
that  Tooke,  then  Mr.  John  Horne,  B.A.,  of  St. 
John’s  College,  Cambridge,  had  been  ordained  a 
priest  so  long  ago  as  on  the  23rd  of  November, 
1760,  and  that  he  had  officiated  as  such  for  some 
time  at  the  chapel  of  New  Brentford,  administering 
the  sacraments,  performing  all  the  other  duties,  and 
receiving  his  “  small  tithes  and  other  things  by  way 
of  composition  as  ecclesiastical  dues.”  In  fact, 
Tooke,  who  had  now  entered  parliament  at  the 
mature  age  of  sixty-five,  had  been  for  about  thir¬ 
teen  years  minister  at  New  Brentford,  although, 
indeed,  he  had  twice  during  that  time  managed  to 
get  away  to  the  Continent  with  pupils  in  the  ca¬ 
pacity  of  a  travelling  tutor,  and  nearly  all  the  while 
he  remained  at  home  had  been  much  more  of  a 
political  agitator  than  a  parson.  It  appeared,  from 
the  cases  stated  in  the  report  of  the  committee,  that 
the  practice  throughout  the  seventeenth  century 
had  been  to  consider  persons  who  had  taken  holy 
orders  as  disqualified  to  sit  in  the  Flouse ;  and  their 
first  report  did  not  quote  any  case  of  later  date  than 
1661.  But  in  a  seeond  report  they  gave  the  en¬ 
tries  from  the  journals  respecting  the  case  of  a 
Mr.  Edward  Rushworth,  a  clerk,  returned  in  1784 
as  one  of  the  members  for  the  borough  of  Newport, 
in  the  Isle  of  Wight,  who  was  petitioned  against, 
but  eventually  allowed  to  retain  his  seat.*  On  the 
4th  of  May,  after  the  order  of  the  day  had  been 
read  for  taking  the  report  of  the  committee  into 
consideration,  Earl  Temple  moved  that  “  a  newrvrit 
should  be  issued  for  the  election  of  a  burgess  to 

*  Mr.  Uiisliworth  was  probalily  one  of  ilie  two  ministers  of  tlie 
(.fhurcli  ol  Ln;'lau(l  whum  Sir  Janies  Johnstone,  in  his  s]icech  in  tlie 
(Ichate  on  ihe  Test  ainl  Corporation  Acts,  on  tlie  Stli  of  May,  1789, 
said  he  understood  to  be  then  silting  as  memliers  of  the  IIou.siu  See 
HHfe,  vol.  iii.  p.  5G5.  Uiisliworth  sat  lliroughont  that  parliament, 
dissolved  in  June,  1/90 ;  and  lie  was  a;;aiii  ndiivned  to  the  ])arlianu*nt 
\shich  met  in  September,  179G, both  lor  Newport  and  for  Varnioutli,  in 
Hampshire,  when  he  made  his  election  for  llie  hitter  place;  but  lie 
rcsiiniod  Ids  seat  in  March,  1797,  lie  was,  liowever,  still  alive,  and  lie 
p(*titinned  the  House  in  the  course  of  the  ])ri‘sent  proceedings  tluit  no 
law  might  he  passird  depriving  him  of  his  rigdit  of  being  again  elected. 
In  his  petition,  presented  hy  Mr.  G.  Vansittart  on  the  l3th  of  May,  he 
stated  that  it  was  twenty-one  vears  since  he  iiad  been  ordained  a 
iWfU'im,  that  he  liad  never  exercised  that  ollice  for  above  two  months, 
:ind  that  he  iiad  tor  upwards  ol  twenty  years  given  up  that  order.  He 
iulonncd  tin*  House  that  he  had  been  first  returned  in  Otdobi’r,  1780 
(which  mii.st  have  been  immediately  after  hi.s  ordination),  for  Yar 
mouth  (in  Hampshire).  That  ajipiMir.s  to  have  been  the  fact,  but  he 
imnuMhately  or  very  soon,  afterwards  resigned  Ids  seat  by  accepting 
the  Chiltern  Hundreds.  i  * 
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serve  for  the  borough  of  Old  Sarum,  in  room  of 
the  Reverend  John  Horne  Tooke,  who,  being  at 
the  time  of  his  election  in  priests  orders,  was,  and 
is,  incapable  of  sitting  in  this  House.”  His  lordship 
prefaced  his  motion  by  a  long  speech,  into  the  general 
reasoning  of  which  we  cannot  here  follow  him.  The  i 
case  of  Mr.  Rushworth,  whom  he  described  as 
having  taken  his  seat  unnoticed  and  unknown,  and  ! 
not  professing  to  be  in  holy  orders,  “  but,  like  the  re¬ 
verend  gentleman  opposite,  appearing  in  a  lay  habit, 
and  assuming  lay  functions,”  he  endeavoured  to  get 
rid  of  by  placing  before  the  House  what  was 
known  to  be  the  fact  (although  not  noticed  in  the 
journals)  that  Rushworth  was  only  a  deacon,  and  ] 
that  it  had  heeir  upon  this  point  that  his  counsel  ; 

rested  the  strength  of  his  case.  “  It  is  not  for  ; 

us  to  inquire,”  said  his  lordship,  “  whether  that  ! 
distinction  was  or  was  not  a  proper  one ;  the  fact  ' 
is,  that  the  distinction  was  made,  and  on  that  dis¬ 
tinction  the  committee  formed  their  opinion.  At 
best  it  is  but  the  opinion  of  individuals,  who,  how¬ 
ever  respectable  they  might  be,  were  liable  to  error ; 
whose  opinion  may  be  reversed  by  another  com¬ 
mittee  to-morrow,  which  again  may  be  overturned 
by  another  the  next  day ;  and  certainly  is  not  suffi¬ 
cient,  naked,  unsupported,  and  alone,  to  counter¬ 
balance  every  precedent  upon  your  journals,  and  the 
decided  testimony  of  your  parliamentary  history.” 

“  I  may  be  told,”  he  afterwards  observed,  “  that 
other  clergy  have  actually  sat  in  this  House.  The 
fact  may  be  so,  yet  it  does  not  alter  my  case.  It  is 
a  very  old  and  a  very  true  law  adage,  that  no  blot 
is  a  blot  till  it  is  hit.  Peers,  minors,  aliens, 
clearly  ineligible,  may  have  sat,  and  may  at  this 

moment  be  sitting,  m  this  House  : . All 

I  contend  for  is,  that,  in  every  instance,  without 
one  solitary  exception,  where  the  House  has  noticed 
a  priest  within  its  walls,  the  individual  so  noticed 
has  been  expelled,  and  the  principle  laid  down  of  ; 
the  ineligibility  of  the  clergy.”  The  opposition  to 
Temple’s  motion  was  led  by  Mr.  Addington,  the  ; 
prime  minister.  His  argument  was  somewhat  per¬ 
plexed  ;  but  the  main  drift  of  what  he  said  seemed 
to  be  that,  by  the  principle  of  Mr.  Grenville’s  bill, 
every  case  of  a  disputed  election  ought  to  be  left  to 
the  decision  of  a  committee,  and  that  the  House 
should  never  interfere  in  any  such  case  except  when 
circumstances  made  it  absolutely  necessary.  He 
admitted  the  abstract  principle  that  persons  in 
holy  orders  were  ineligible  ;  but  he  was  convinced 
there  was  no  real  distinction  between  the  state  of  a 
deacon  and  that  of  a  jrriest;  and,  as  a  committee 
had  decided  that  a  deacon  was  eligible,  another 
committee  might  possibly  find  Mr.  Tooke’s  return 
good,  if  he  should  be  again  elected  for  Old  Sarum, 
which  he  might  very  possibly  be  in  the  face  of 
such  a  resolution  as  it  was  now  proposed  to  pass. 

He  seemed  to  think,  too,  that  there  was  something 
in  the  point  that  previous  to  the  year  1664  the 
clergy  had  been  wont  to  tax  themselves,  but  that 
then  they  gave  up  that  power,  and  had  been  ever 
since  ta.xed  hy  parliament  along  with  the  laity.* 

•  See  Piet,  ilist.  ol’Eng.,  vol.  iii.  p.  S31. 
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On  the  whole,  while  he  would  not  have  objected 
to  the  resolution  if  it  had  only  stated  a  principle, 
he  could  not  agree  to  that  part  of  it  which  decided 
upon  the  special  case ;  and  therefore,  to  put  the 
House  in  the  way  of  getting  at  the  ulterior  object, 
and  to  naeet,  as  he  conceived,  the  general  wish  of 
the  House,  he  concluded  by  moving  the  pre¬ 
vious  question.*  Tooke  himself  then  rose- — as 
he  professed,  with  the  greatest  reluctance.  He 
began  by  giving  them  a  sketch  of  the  history 
of  his  life.  He  had  been  engaged,  he  said,  in 
many  important  struggles,  but  scarcely  ever  had 
he  been  individually  concerned.  “  I  fougbt  with 
the  enemies  of  law,  of  liberty,  and  ot  truth.  It 
was  of  importance  for  me  to  succeed  ;  but  my 
failure  was  not  of  more  consequence  to  myself 
than  to  the  rest  of  mankind.  The  subjects  of 
dispute  were  common  as  the  elements,  air  and 
water.”  This,  indeed,  was  not  exactly  the  first  time 
he  had  been  engaged  in  a  personal  struggle.  After 
studying  the  appointed  number  of  years  at  the 
university  he  had  aspired  to  the  degree  of  master 
of  arts,  which  never  before  had  been  refused  to 
any  one — and  he  had  no  doubt  would  to-morrow 
be  conferred  upon  a  great  dog,  if  he  could  pay  the 
fees  and  call  out  Pro  Domino  Rege — but  which  was 
denied  to  him.  In  the  end,  however,  we  believe, 
he  obtained  the  degree  :  it  was  some  years  after  he 
had  become  notorious  as  a  patriot  that  he  had  this 
contest  with  his  alma  mater.  “  The  next  struggle 
of  this  kind  I  had,”  he  proceeded,  “  was  when  I 
offered  myself  as  a  candidate  to  be  called  to  the 
bar.  [This  was  in  1719:  he  had  resigned  his 
living  in  the  church  six  years  before.]  I  then  fol¬ 
lowed  the  advice  of  the  first  lawyer,  perhaps,  that 
this  country  ever  produced ;  I  mean  the  late  Lord 
Ashburton.  I  was  not  foolish  enough  to  give  up  a 
situation  which  I  then  held,  the  profits  of  which 
w'ere  sufficient  for  my  moderate  desires.  I  had 
been  a  member  of  an  inn  of  court  from  1756,  and 
I  thought  myself  not  unqualified  to  exercise  the 
profession  of  the  law.  I  might  then  have  bettered 
my  situation ;  but  I  would  not,  upon  speculation, 
give  up  w’hat  I  securely  enjoyed.  It  was  well  that 
I  did  not.  A  noble  marquess,  whose  name  I  shall 
not  mention,  but  wbo  is  now  a  member  of  this 
House,  interfered,  and,  his  influence  being  great, 
my  application  w'as  rejected.  Why  was  I  thus  re¬ 
fused  ?  Was  there  any  law  against  me?  None! 
Some  precedent,  then ?  None!  Some  arguments 
w'cre  offered  to  prove  my  incapacity  ?  Not  one  ! 
I  was  rejected,  and  the  first  that  was  ever  rejected 
on  similar  grounds.  To  show  that  I  am  not  alto¬ 
gether  impertinent,  the  benchers,  having  on  their 
side  no  law,  no  precedent,  no  reason,  were  so 
doubtful  as  to  the  propriety  of  their  conduct,  that 
they  sent  messengers  to  consult  with  the  heads  of 
the  other  inns  of  court.  This  learned  body,  there¬ 
fore,  were  not  certain  that,  though  in  orders,  I  was 
ineligible,  or  that,  though  in  orders,  1  might 

*  Addington  at  first  moved  tljal  “  ll»e  order  of  tlie  day  be^  reatl 
but  be  aftiTW.irds  withdrew  that  motion  as  irregular  in  the^circum- 
stances,  and  substituted  the  motion  for  the  previous  question.; 
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not  have  laid  them  aside.  I  am  sorry  that 
the  late  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  (Pitt)  is  not 
in  his  place.  He  is  well  acquainted  with  these 
proceedings ;  and  I  am  mistaken  if  they  have  not 
made  a  pretty  deep  impression  upon  him.”  Much 
more  of  his  speech  was  equally  egotistic ;  and  in 
one  passage  he  came  down  upon  the  authors  of  the 
report  in  his  quality  of  a  grammarian,  pointing 
out  their  ignorance  in  having  eleven  times  in 
twenty-one  lines  mistaken  the  Saxon  th  for  a  ?/,  or 
the  Saxon  y  for  a  .s.  Fie  professed  to  have  no 
personal  anxiety  to  preserve  his  seat ;  but  gravely 
stated  that  he  considered  himself  bound  to  do  his 
best  to  defend  it  as  a  duty  he  owed  to  his  consti¬ 
tuents — the  seven  domestics,  to  wit,  or  other  depen¬ 
dent  and  obedient  nominees,  of  Lord  Camelford  ! 
What  he  urged  in  the  way  of  argument  did  not 
amount  to  much,  although  he  made  sundry  asser¬ 
tions  which,  if  he  could  have  proved  them,  might 
have  been  entitled  to  some  consideration,  and 
amused  the  House  by  a  number  of  smart  and 
biting  remarks,  and  one  or  two  good  stories.  It  was 
upon  this  occasion  that  he  told  (and  probably 
invented)  the  famous  often-quoted  anecdote  about 
the  poor  girl  who  applied  for  admission  to  the 
Magdalen  Hospital,  and  was  answered  that  she 
must  first  go  and  qualify  herself.  If,  instead  of 
being  a  clergyman,  he  had  been  a  notorious  infidel, 
he  would  have  been,  he  said,  as  competent  to  sit  as 
any  member  present.  He  did  not  proceed  to  con¬ 
sider  the  case  of  a  person  who  might  be  both  an 
ordained  clergyman  and  an  avowed  infidel.  With 
regard  to  precedents  he  affirmed  that  all  persons 
wiio  had  in  former  times  been  declared  ineligible 
would  be  found  to  have  actually  continued  to  sit 
till  they  were  disqualified  by  act  of  parliament. 
He  meant  that  no  particular  description  of  persons 
had  ever  before  been  absolutely  disqualified  other¬ 
wise  than  by  statute.  Minors,  aliens,  and  others, 
for  instance,  notwithstanding  many  resolutions  of 
the  Flouse  in  special  instances,  had  repeatedly  been 
allowed  to  sit,  till  an  act  w'as  passed  disqualifying 
them  in  the  reign  of  King  William.  But  he  did 
not  venture  to  deny  that  individuals  of  these  classes 
had  uniformly,  or  at  least  generally,  been  found 
incapable  of  sitting,  and  turned  out— as  it  was  now 
proposed  he  himself  should  be— whenever  the 
question  was  raised.*  “  Though  I  wish  earnestly,” 
he  concluded,  “  to  be  out  of  the  House,  I  feel  it 
to  be  my  duty  to  strive  to  continue  in  it  as  long  as 
I  can ;  and  am  prepared  to  meet  opposition  in  what¬ 
ever  way  it  may  present  itself.  I  wish  the  Flouse 
to  proceed  legally.  I  wish  that  an  act  should  be 
passed,  founded  on  the  broad  basis  of  general  jus¬ 
tice.  Let  the  House  save  its  character  as  much  as 

•  Among  other  things  wliich  he  introduoecl  liaving  little  or  notlring 
to  do  .with  tile  tiuestion,  he  mentioned  tlie  eiise  of  Dr.  Walker,  ttje 
celebrated  defender  of  Londonderry,  whom,  lie  said.  King  William 
wished  to  make  a  bisho|>  t  hut  no ;  the  bishops  inteitered  j  a  man 
stained  with  blood,  thev  said,  w'as  until  toofllciate  in  that  sacied  cha¬ 
racter.  King  William," however,  gave  him  a  regiment,  and  he  died 
in  Klanders,  lighting  bravely  by  his  side.  Dr.  Walker  was,  in  fact, 
nominated  Bishop  of  Deny,  and  was  killed,  not  in  Flanders,  but  at 
the  battle  of  the  Boyne.  In  Diet.  Hist,  of  Eng.,  vol.  iv.  p.  17,  nulc, 
he  is  by  mistake  described  as  a  Presbyterian  divine.  He  was  rector 
of  Donoiighmorc. 
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possible,  and  try  to  preserve  the  confidence  of  the 
public.”  In  the  course  of  the  debate  that  followed, 
Temple’s  motion  was  warmly  opposed  by  Fox,  who 
boldly  maintained  that  clergymen  neither  were,  nor 
ought  to  be,  disqualified  from  sitting,  and  ended 
his  speech  by  declaring  that  he  did  not  see  a  scin¬ 
tilla  either  of  reason  or  of  law  to  support  the  pre¬ 
sent  proceeding.  He  would  have  preferred  a  more 
direct  way  of  meeting  the  motion  than  that  pro¬ 
posed  by  Addington,  but  was  content  to  vote  with 
him,  in  the  hope  that  the  question  w’ould  never 
more  be  revived.  The  same  line  of  argument 
was  taken  by  Erskine  and  Grey :  Sir  William 
Scott  and  Mr.  Charles  Williams  Wynn  supported 
the  original  motion  ;  the  attorney- general  (Sir  Ed¬ 
ward  Law,  afterwards  Lord  Ellenborough)  and 
the  solicitor-general  (the  Hon.  Spencer  Perceval) 
spoke  in  favour  of  that  made  by  Addington,  which 
on  a  division,  was  carried,  by  a  majority  of  94  to 
53.  So  the  reverend  member  for  Old  Sarum, 
however  much  against  his  inclination,  retained  pos¬ 
session  of  his  seat.  Addington,  however,  now  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  gratify  him  in  his  other  professed  wish, 
by  taking  measures  to  prevent  his  ever  being  re¬ 
turned  a  second  time.  Two  days  after  this  vote, 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  moved  for,  and 
obtained,  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,  entitled  “  A  bill  to 
prevent  doubts  respecting  the  eligibility  of  persons 
m  holy  orders  to  sit  in  the  House  of  Commons,” 
which,  in  fact,  as  eventually  passed  into  a  law,* 
disqualified  not  only  priests  and  deacons  of  the 
Church  of  England,  but  also  all  ministers  and 
licensed  preachers  of  the  Church  of  Scotland.  On 
the  second  reading,  the  bill  was  vehemently  opposed 
by  Sir  Francis  Burdett,  who  was  generally  re¬ 
garded  in  those  days  as  a  sort  of  political  double 
or  mouthpiece  of  Tooke’s ;  but  he  was  answered 
by  the  member  for  Old  Sarum  himself,  who  began 
his  speech  by  saying  that  he  rose  for  the  first,  and, 
he  hoped,  also  for  the  last,  time  in  his  life  in  oppo¬ 
sition  to  his  honourable  friend,  tie  declared  he 
wished  the  bill  to  proceed  to  a  second  reading,  and 
should  not  in  the  committee  propose  any  alteration 
tending  to  thwart  the  reasonable  desire  of  the 
House  to  prevent  the  clergy  from  sitting  as  mem¬ 
bers.  Afterwards,  when  the  bill  was  in  committee, 
he  moved  the  insertion  of  a  clause,  declaring  that, 
if  any  ordained  person  “  should  hereafter  be  elected, 
or,  being  elected,  should  continue  to  sit  or  vote  in 
parliament,  he  should  henceforth  be  incapable  of 
holding  any  benefice,  or  any  office  of  trust  or 
emolument  under  the  crown.”  If  clergymen,  he 
said,  had  such  a  disqualification  as  this  staring 
them  in  the  face,  he  believed  the  House  would  not 
he  much  troubled  with  ecclesiastical  candidates. 
He  again  professed  his  wish  to  be  himself  out  of  the 
House  ;  he  was  an  old  man,  and  sighed  for  retire¬ 
ment  ;  and,  if  the  House  would  be  polluted  by  the 
clergy  becoming  members,  it  ought  certainly  to  be 
purified  as  soon  as  possible.  This  joke,  however, 
does  not  appear  to  have  been  put  to  the  vote.  On 
the  contrary,  a  proviso  was  inserted  on  the  motion 

*  The  Stat.41  Oeo.  III.  c.  63. 
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of  Addington,  that  nothing  in  the  act  shotdd  extend 
to  vacate  the  seat  of  any  member  elected  before  its 
passing.  The  bill  was  again  debated  on  the  third 
reading,  when  Sir  Francis  Burdett  renewed  his 
opposition  ;  but  his  motion,  that  it  should  be  read 
that  day  three  months,  was  negatived  without  a 
division.  Tooke,  in  another  speech  of  some  length, 
pointed  out  various  respects  in  which  he  conceived 
the  bill  would  still  have  to  be  amended,  if  it  was 
not  to  go  down  to  posterity  as  a  weight  about  the 
neck  of  the  parliament  that  passed  it.  All  the 
thoughts  of  gentlemen,  he  said,  seemed  to  turn 
on  the  rights  of  the  elected,  while  they  totally 
forgot  the  rights  of  the  electors.  “  Yes,”  some¬ 
body  quietly  rejoined,  “  for  instance,  those  of  Old 
Sarum.”  Tooke  thanked  the  honourable  member 
for  the  hint ;  Old  Sarum  was  the  very  place  he 
had  had  in  his  mind  at  the  time,  tie  declared 
that  “  he  sat  in  the  House  as  independent  as  any 
man  in  it.  He  had  been  returned  unfettered  by 
any  conditions;  he  was  not  even  bound  to  take 
care  of  Old  Sarum.  The  House  might  take  it  and 
throw  it  on  the  floor,  along  with  the  other  boroughs 
of  the  same  description,  if  they  pleased  ;  he  would 
not  oppose  it,  and  thus  they  would  get  rid  of  him 
at  once.”  This  seems  to  have  been  Tooke’s  last 
speech  in  the  House  of  Commons,  although  he  con¬ 
tinued  a  member  till  the  dissolution  of  the  present 
parliament,  in  June,  1802.  The  bill  was  also 
debated  at  considerable  length  in  the  Lords,  where 
it  was  attacked,  in  different  styles,  by  Lord  Thur- 
low  and  Lord  Holland,  and  defended  by  Chan¬ 
cellor  Eldon  and  Bishop  Horsley ;  but  the  opposition 
to  it  does  not  appear  to  have  been  pressed  to  a 
division,  and  it  was  eventually  passed  in  the  same 
form  in  which  it  had  left  the  Lower  tiouse.  Nor 
has  the  law  as  thus  declared  been  since  repealed  or 
altered. 

In  the  same  session  in  wdiich  this  question  was 
settled  commenced  the  legislative  agitation  of  sun¬ 
dry  other  questions  relating  to  the  rights,  duties, 
and  stations  of  the  clergy,  which  were  far  from 
being  so  speedily  or  so  easily  determined.  The 
attention  of  parliament  appears  to  have  been,  in  the 
first  instance,  called  to  the  subject  by  a  number  of 
prosecutions  which  had  been  lately  raised  against 
clergymen  under  an  act  of  the  21st  of  Henry  YHL, 
entitled  “  Spiritual  persons  abridged  from  having 
pluralities  of  livings,  and  from  taking  of  farms,  &c.” 
The  strict  observance  of  the  regulations  of  this  old 
statute  had,  in  the  change  of  times  and  circum¬ 
stances,  long  been  neglected  and  fallen  into  oblivion, 
when  it  was  thus  anew  called  into  action  by  cer¬ 
tain  common  informers  for  purposes  of  extortion. 
The  first  movement  in  the  matter  was  made  by 
Mr.  William  Dickinson,  junior,  member  for  11- 
chester,  who,  on  the  9th  of  June,  1801,  after  the 
House  had  on  his  motion  resolved  itself  into  a  com¬ 
mittee,  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  “  to  protect 
and  relieve,  under  certain  provisions  and  regula¬ 
tions,  spiritual  persons  from  vexatious  prosecutions 
by  common  informers,  under  the  statute  of  King 
Henry  VIIL,  in  consequence  of  their  non-residence 
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on  their  benefices,  or  their  taking  of  farms.”  The 
bill  was  accordingly  brought  in,  and  passed  the 
Commons  on  the  24th  of  J  une  ;  but  it  was  dropped 
in  the.  Lords,  principally  on  account  of  the  ad¬ 
vanced  state  of  the  session,  which  terminated  on 
the  2nd  of  July.  The  subject,  however,  was  again 
taken  up  in  the  ne.\t  session,  being  introduced  in 
the  Commons  on  the  Tth  of  April,  1802,  in  a  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  whole  House,  by  Sir  William  Scott 
(afterwards  Lord  Stow'ell),  who,  in  asking  leave  to 
bring  in  a  new  bill  of  relief,  prefaced  his  motion 
with  a  long  and  elaborate  speech.  This  speech 
contains  some  curious  details  respecting  the  financial 
circumstances  of  the  church  at  the  commencement 
of  the  present  century.  When  the  first-fruits  and 
tenths  were  granted  by  Queen  Anne  for  the  aug¬ 
mentation  of  small  livings,  the  returns  made  to 
the  exchequer  showed  that  there  w’ere  then  in  Eng¬ 
land  no  fewer  than  5597  livings  under  the  value 
of  50/.  per  annum,  of  which,  844  being  of  the  value 
of  between  40/.  and  50/.,  there  were  1049  under 
40/.,  1126  under  30/.,  1467  under  20/.,  and  1071 
which  did  not  exceed  10/.  a  year.  Some  were  of 
the  value  of  not  more  than  20^.  or  40j.  On  the 
whole,  of  about  11,700  livings,  the  entire  number 
in  England  and  Wales,  about  one  half  were  under 
50/.  a  year,  and  under  23/.  a  year  on  an  average. 
Even  still,  after  all  that  had  been  done  by  Queen 
Anne’s  fund,  and  by  the  bounty  of  private  bene¬ 
factors,  in  the  course  of  nearly  a  century,  it  was 
calculated  that  there  were  about  6000  livings  which 
did  not  exceed  an  average  of  85/.  per  annum,  and 
that  of  these  a  very  large  proportion  were  still  under 
the  annual  value  of  30/.  In  the  archdeaconry  of 
Salop,  which,  as  comprehending  parts  of  five  coun¬ 
ties,  might  be  taken  as  a  fair  sample  of  the  general 
state  of  things,  of  186  livings,  only  109  had  par¬ 
sonage  houses ;  and  even  of  these  many  were 
totally  unfit  for  the  residence  of  any  clergyman’s 
family.  Forty-seven  livings  had  no  glebe-lands. 
Of  the  whole  number  of  livings,  and  this.  Sir  Wil¬ 
liam  observed,  in  a  part  of  the  country  in  which  the 
ecclesiastical  state  is  conceived  to  be  much  more 
respectable  than  in  the  average  of  the  kingdom, 
only  19  were  above  200/.  per  annum ;  27  rvere 
under  50/.,  ranging  up  to  that  sum  from  so  low  an 
amount  as  4.5^.  No  living,  it  was  stated,  would 
remain  so  low  as  2/.  5^.  a  year,  if  the  patrons  would 
accept  of  augmentation  from  Queen  Anne’s  bountv ; 
but  this  was  declined  for  fear  of  its  bringing  them 
under  the  bishop’s  jurisdiction.  The  present  in¬ 
come  of  Queen  Anne’s  fund.  Sir  William  stated  from 
authority,  was  only  between  14,000/.  and  15,000/. 
per  annum,  nearly  the  same  as  it  had  been  at  its 
first  institution :  the  accounts  had  not  been  pub¬ 
lished  for  some  years,  and  an  erroneous  notion  had 
got  abroad  that  it  now  yielded  from  40,000/.  to 
50,000/.  a  year.  Of  the  entire  number  of  about 
11,600  church  livings  in  the  kingdom  (a  consider¬ 
able  over-statement),  the  patronage  of  about  2500 
belonged  to  the  bishops  and  other  ecclesiastical 
persons  and  bodies;  that  of  nearly  1100  belonged 
to  the  crown;  that  of  above  2000  belonged  to 


various  lay  corporations,  including  the  colleges  in 
the  universities  of  Oxford  and  Cambridge ;  and 
that  of  the  remaining  number  of  nearly  6000,  or 
about  a  half  of  the  whole,  was  in  the  hands  o  f 
lay  individuals.  From  these  facts,  and  various 
general  considerations  upon  which  he  dilated,  refer¬ 
ring  chiefly  to  the  influences  in  which  the  statute 
of  Henry  VIII.  had  originated,  and  to  the  great 
change  that  had  taken  place  since  in  the  circum¬ 
stances  of  the  country.  Sir  William  Scott  urged 
the  expediency  of  amending  that  old  statute  by 
a  new  enactment  which  should  at  once  remedy 
the  inconveniences  of  its  present  operation,  and,  at 
the  same  time,  more  effectually  secure  its  object. 
The  old  act  had  been  passed  by  a  king  and  parlia¬ 
ment  both  in  a  state  of  excitement  against  the 
church ; — the  king  was  now  in  the  midst  of  the 
business  of  his  divorce ;  the  parliament  was  the 
one  immediately  following  that,  the  first  that  had 
been  held  for  fourteen  years,  in  which  Cardinal 
Wolsey,  having  already  accumulated  the  popular 
hatred  against  himself  and  the  church  by  his 
haughty  bearing  and  arbitrary  government,  had  in¬ 
sulted  the  Commons  by  appearing  among  them 
with  the  most  ostentatious  prelatic  pomp,  and  de¬ 
manding  “  to  know  the  reasons  of  those  members 
who  opposed  the  king’s  highness’s  subsidy.” 
Springing  out  of  the  ferment  of  passions  thus 
created,  the  statute  imposed  a  pecuniary  penalty,  to 
be  recovered  by  any  one  who  should  sue  for  it,  upon 
whoever  should  be,  in  any  circumstances,  wilfully 
absent  for  the  space  of  one  month  from  his  bene¬ 
fice,  which  the  courts  had  interpreted  to  mean  from 
the  parsonage  house  of  that  benefice.  Under  this 
act  the  only  defensive  causes  of  absence  that  had 
been  allowed  were  actual  imprisonment  of  the 
body  elsewhere,  or  such  infirmity  of  body  as  made 
residence  dangerous  to  life,  or  the  want  of  a  par¬ 
sonage  house  on  the  living — and  even  that  last  plea 
had  been,  in  some  recent  cases,  in  effect  disallowed, 
or  at  least  materially  contracted,  by  its  being  re¬ 
jected  unless  where  it  was  shown  that  the  clergy¬ 
man  had  taken  up  his  abode  as  near  to  his  parish 
as  he  could.  The  statute  further  enacted  that  no 
clergyman,  beneficed  or  not  beneficed,  should  take 
a  house  except  in  a  city,  market-town,  or  borough, 
under  the  penalty  of  10/.  a  month  ;  that  no  vicar 
should  take  a  lease  of  the  parsonage  under  a  pe¬ 
nalty  amounting  to  ten  times  the  value  of  the  profits 
of  such  lease ;  that  no  clergyman  should  hold  a 
lease  of  land,  in  any  circumstances,  even  although 
it  had  descended  to  him  in  the  way  of  inheritance, 
and  although  he  did  not  himself  occupy  the  land, 
under  a  penalty  of  ten  times  its  annual  value; 
and  that  no  clergyman  should  so  much  as  buy 
or  sell  a  cow  without  becoming  liable  to  forfeit 
triple  its  value.  In  lieu  of  these  antiquated  re¬ 
straints,  the  new  bill  proposed  to  substitute,  in  re¬ 
gard  to  farming,  a  liberty  in  cases  w’here  the  ancient 
statute  operated  injuriously;  in  regard  to  resi¬ 
dence,  a  fair  and  reasonable  allowance  of  time  to 
the  clergyman  for  the  occasions  of  private  life  (now 
in  his  case  very  different  from  what  they  were 
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formerly,  when  the  clergy  were  all  unmarried,  and 
intercourse  between  distant  parts  of  the  country 
was  rare  among  any  class  of  men),  free  from  the 
hoggings  of  the  common  informer,  but  under  the 
superintendence  of  the  bishop,  who  was  to  have 
restored  to  him  the  power  of  granting  licences  for 
absence  in  certain  cases  expressly  enumerated  in 
the  hill.  It  was  on  the  ground  of  the  additional 
powers  thus  proposed  to  be  given  to  the  bishops 
that  the  bill  was  principally  opposed.  On  the  31st 
of  May,  when  the  House  was  about  to  go  into  com¬ 
mittee  on  the  bill,  Mr.  John  Simeon,  one  of  the 
members  for  Reading,  attacked  it  as  a  measure  in¬ 
tended  not  merely  to  abrogate  the  salutary  statute 
of  Henry  VIIL,  but  on  the  ruins  of  that  act  to 
erect  a  new  code  of  ecclesiastical  law  of  the  most 
dangerous  nature,  founded  on  an  unconstitutional 
power  w'hich  it  went  to  place  in  the  hands  of  the 
bishops.  In  this  debate,  even  the  attorney-general 
declared  that  he  only  wished  the  bill  "to  go  into 
committee  in  order  that  certain  alterations  might 
be  made  in  it,  and  that,  if  it  came  out  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  unamended,  he  certainly  should  oppose  its 
further  progress.  The  result  was,  that,  although  the 
bill  did  undergo  a  variety  of  alterations  in  com¬ 
mittee,  so  as,  by  his  own  acknowledgment,  to 
have  become  much  superior  to  what  it  was  when 
first  brought  in,  Sir  William  Scott  deemed  it  ex¬ 
pedient  on  the  9th  of  June,  which  was  within 
three  weeks  of  the  prorogation,  to  intimate  that, 
seeing  the  slow  progress  it  had  made,  it  was  not 
his  intention  to  press  it  further  that  session,  in  the 
hope  that  it  w'ould  be  revived  at  an  early  period  of 
the  next.  Another  bill  was,  in  fact,  brought  for- 
M'ard  and  carried  through  the  Commons  in  the 
following  year,  during  the  first  session  of  the  new 
parliament  which  met  in  November,  1802;  but 
was  rejected  by  the  Lords,  after  it  had  passed  the 
committee,  on  a  point  of  form,  arising,  as  it  would 
appear,  out  of  a  clause  which  had  been  added 
to  it  for  securing  a  certain  amount  of  stipend  to 
curates  in  proportion  to  the  value  of  the  benefice, 
and  for  compensating  such  of  them  as  should  be 
displaced  by  the  new  regulations  as  to  residence. 
But,  still  not  discouraged.  Sir  William  Scott  re¬ 
turned  to  the  charge  in  the  next  session;  and,  on 
the  1st  of  December,  1803,  obtained  leave  to  bring 
in  another  residence  bill,  announcing  at  the  same 
time  that  the  provision  for  the  relief  of  stipendiary 
curates  would  be  made  the  subject  of  another  mea¬ 
sure.  This,  however,  and  a  long  series  of  subse¬ 
quent  attempts  in  1805,  1806,  and  1808,  all  failed, 
or  proved  only  partially  efficient.  In  the  last- 
mentioned  year,  Mr.  Perceval,  at  the  time  prime 
minister,  sustained  a  third  defeat  in  endeavour¬ 
ing  to  carry  a  measure  for  settling  the  salaries 
of  stipendiary  curates ;  then  the  question  was  al¬ 
lowed  to  sleep  for  some  years :  it  was  again 
brought  forward  in  1812  ;  but  it  was  only  finally 
settled  in  1817,  by  a  bill  brought  in  by  Mr.  Man¬ 
ners  Sutton  (the  present  Viscount  Canterbury), 
which  consolidated  into  one  comprehensive  statute 
the  whole  law  relating  both  to  the  salaries  of  curates 
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and  the  residence  of  the  clergy  generally.  By  this 
act  (the  57  Geo.  III.  c.  99)  the  determination 
of  the  salaries  of  curates  in  all  cases  is,  as  originally 
proposed  by  Sir  William  Scott,  left  wholly  to  the 
bishop,  acting  according  to  the  regulations  of  the 
act,  which  direct  that  its  amount  shall  be  fixed  ac¬ 
cording  to  a  scale  framed  with  a  reference  to  both 
the  value  and  the  population  of  the  benefice;  and 
the  bishop  is  further  empowered  to  determine 
summarily,  upon  the  complaint  of  either  party,  any 
difference  as  to  the  matter  that  may  afterwards 
arise  between  the  clergyman  and  his  curate.  The 
regulation  of  the  residence  of  the  clergy  is  also 
placed  much  more  completely  than  before  in  the 
hands  of  the  bishop ;  he  is  authorised  to  grant 
licences  for  non-residence,  on  certain  grounds  enu¬ 
merated  in  the  act,  and  likewise  on  any  other 
grounds  which  may  seem  to  him  reasonable,  pro¬ 
vided  that,  in  the  latter  case,  the  licence  be  sub¬ 
mitted  to  and  allowed  by  the  archbishop.  He  may, 
moreover,  enforce  residence  in  a  summary  way,  by 
monition  and  sequestration,  which,  after  a  certain 
time,  if  unattended  to,  will  effect  the  actual  avoid- 
dance  of  the  benefice.  The  descriptions  of  clerical 
persons  exempted  from  the  obligation  to  reside  on 
their  cures  are  left  generally  by  this  act  the  same 
as  they  Avere  before,  except  that  the  age  under 
which  university  students  are  exempted  is  con¬ 
tracted  from  forty  to  thirty  years.  The  penalties 
incurred  by  non-residence  without  a  licence,  by 
persons  not  exempted,  are  settled  at  one-third  of 
the  clear  annual  value  of  the  benefice,  if  it  exceeds 
three  months  in  the  year  ;  one-half,  if  it  exceeds 
six ;  two-thirds,  if  it  exceeds  eight ;  and  three- 
fourths,  if  it  is  for  the  whole  year ;  to  be  recovered 
by  any  one  who  will  sue  for  them.  The  space 
of  time,  therefore,  which  a  clergyman  is  legally 
bound  to  reside  upon  his  cure  is  nine  months  in 
the  year.  This  act  also  repealed  the  old  pro¬ 
hibition  against  farming  by  the  clergy,  substituting 
a  regulation  restraining  all  beneficed  or  dignified 
clergymen,  and  all  curates  or  lecturers,  from  taking 
to  farm  more  than  eighty  acres  without  the  written 
consent  of  the  bishop,  Avhich,  moreover,  can  only 
be  granted  for  a  term  not  exceeding  seven  years. 
And  all  clerical  persons  are,  by  another  section  of 
the  act,  prohibited  from  carrying  on  any  trade,  or 
buying  and  selling  for  lucre,  upon  pain  of  forfeiting 
the  value  of  the  goods  so  bought  or  sold;  and  the 
contracts  entered  into  by  them  in  any  such  trade  or 
dealing  are  made  utterly  void. 

In  the  various  discussions  which  took  place  in 
parliament  during  the  present  period  respecting 
these  and  some  other  propositions  as  to  ecclesias¬ 
tical  matters,  many  facts  were  mentioned  relating 
to  the  state  of  the  established  church  and  the 
clergy,  some  of  the  most  important  of  which  it  may 
be  desirable  to  notice  here. 

In  1804  the  provision  made  for  the  clergy  in 
the  city  of  London  came  under  discussion  in  the 
course  of  the  debates  on  a  bill  for  increasing  the 
amount  of  certain  of  the  livings  there,  the  parochial 
assessments  for  which,  it  appeared,  still  remained 
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the  same  as  settled  by  what  is  called  the  Fire  Act, 
passed  after  the  great  fire  of  1666.  In  a  debate 
on  the  motion  for  the  third  reading  of  this  bill  in 
the  Lords,  on  the  19th  of  July,  the  Bishop  of  Lon¬ 
don  (Porteus)  stated  that,  of  50  livings  in  the  city, 
tlie  value  of  the  highest  was  only  200/.  per  annum ; 
others  were  only  150/. ;  many  were  no  more  than 
100/.  In  another  debate,  on  the  23rd,  Bishop 
Horsley  (then  of  St.  Asaph)  explained  that  the 
bill  alfected  86  parishes ;  but,  owing  to  the  unions 
that  had  been  made  after  the  great  fire,  only  51 
(a  mistake,  we  believe,  for  50)  livings  ;  and  that 
there  were,  besides,  19  London  parishes  which  it 
did  not  comprehend.  In  these  last,  he  stated,  the 
average  annual  amount  of  the  assessments  raised 
for  the  support  of  the  clergyman  was  290/.  The 
bill  met  with  some  opposition  ;  but  it  eventually 
])assed.  It  raised  the  value  of  the  lowest  of  the 
50  livings  to  200/.,  and  that  of  the  highest  to  366/. 

In  1805  a  bill  was  brought  in  to  repeal  so  much 
of  an  act  of  the  9th  of  George  II.  as  went  to  restrain 
colleges  in  the  universities  of  Oxford  and  Cam¬ 
bridge  from  purchasing  the  advowsons  of  livings. 
The  law  proposed  to  be  abrogated  by  this  bill  was 
stated  to  have  been  enacted  at  the  instance  of  Lord 
Ilardwicke,  and  considerable  opposition  was  made 
to  its  repeal.  It  was  contended,  however,  that 
under  existing  circumstances  the  restraint  was 
attended  with  injurious  effects.  The  number  of 
livings  in  the  gift  of  the  universities,  it  was  stated 
by  the  Bishop  of  Oxford  (Randolph),  did  not  ex¬ 
ceed  a  moiety  of  the  number  of  the  members, 
meaning  probably  the  members  who  were  in  holy 
orders  or  destined  for  the  church.  Afterwards  in 
another  debate,  on  the  29th  of  April,  the  right 
reverend  prelate  entered  into  some  calculations, 
from  which  it  appeared  that  the  entire  number  of 
livings  at  the  disposal  of  the  colleges  and  univer¬ 
sities,  among  which  were  many  of  small  value, 
did  not  amount  to  700.  If  this  account  was  cor¬ 
rect,  the  bill,  which  soon  after  passed  into  a  law, 
has  not  had  a  very  extensive  operation  in  the  space 
of  nearly  forty  years  that  has  since  elapsed  ;  for  the 
number  of  advowsons  possessed  by  the  universities 
and  colleges  at  the  present  moment  does  not  amount 
to  quite  750.  Of  these  the  two  universities  hold 
about  600. 

In  1809  a  grant  of  100,000/.  was  made  to  the 
governors  of  Queen  Anne’s  bounty,  the  better  to 
enable  them  to  fulfil  the  objects  of  their  trust.  In 
proposing  this  grant,  Mr.  Perceval  stated  that  it 
would  take  forty  years  for  the  first-fruits  and  tenths 
alone,  which  Queen  Anne  had  made  over  for  that 
])urpose,  to  raise,  all  the  poor  livings  even  to  the 
moderate  value  of  50/.  a  year.  According  to  the 
Report  of  the  Commissioners  of  Ecclesiastical 
Revenues,  published  in  June,  1835,  there  were  at 
that  date  still  297  benefices  under  that  value. 
The  grant  was  opposed  in  the  Upper  House  by 
Lord  Holland;  in  rejjly  to  whom  the  Earl  of 
Harrowby,  on  the  18th  of  June,  1810,  went  at 
great  length  into  the  financial  circumstances  of 
the  church.  At  this  time  the  intention  of  the 


government  appears  to  have  been  that  the  grant  of 
100,000/.  should  be  continued  annually  until  all 
the  livings  in  the  church  should  be  raised  to  150/., 
or  at  least  100/.,  a  year.  Lord  Harrowby  stated, 
that  when  Queen  Anne’s  fund  was  first  established 
the  number  of  livings  under  50/.  was  between 
5000  and  6000 ;  and  that  now  there  were  not 
much  more  than  1000  under  that  value,  and  not 
above  4000  under  150/.  per  annum.  It  had  been 
generally  supposed  that  the  poor  livings  were 
chiefly  confined  to  parishes  in  which  the  population 
was  inconsiderable  and  the  duty  light — “  remote 
villages,  where  we  wished  certainly  to  give  the 
clergyman  a  better  income,  because  it  was  not 
fitting  that  he  should  receive  less  than  a  day- 
labourer  ;  but  where  his  poverty  was  out  of 
sight,  and  did  not  affect  the  interests  of  any 
considerable  portion  of  the  community.”  Re¬ 
turns  which  had  been  recently  obtained,  how¬ 
ever,  proved  the  error  of  this  supposition.  It 
appeared  that,  of  the  whole  number  of  livings 
under  150/.  per  annum,  there  were  above  600 
which,  in  1801,  had  a  population  of  between  500 
and  1000  persons,  and  nearly  500  having  a  popu¬ 
lation  of  above  1000  ;  of  these  79  had  between 
2000  and  3000;  35  between  3000  and  4000;  17 
between  4000  and  5000;  10  between  5000  and 
6000;  and  some  much  more.  In  15  parishes  in 
the  diocese  of  Chester,  containing  in  all  a  popula¬ 
tion  of  208,000  persons,  the  entire  revenue  of  the 
clergy  was  no  more  than  1315/.  His  lordship 
next  proceeded  to  the  subject  of  the  residence  of 
the  clergy.  According  to  returns  made  by  the 
bishops  in  1807,  the  number  of  incumbents  legally 
resident  in  the  1 1,164  parishes  of  England  and 
Wales  was  only  4412,  or  little  more  than  one  in 
every  third  parish.  The  number  actually  resident, 
even  including  some  who  lived  not  within  but  only 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  their  parishes,  certainly 
did  not  exceed  5000,  or  did  not  reach  to  nearly  one 
in  every  two  parishes.  There  were,  indeed,  340 
other  persons  returned  as  exempt  on  account  of 
cathedral  or  college  offices,  many  of  whom  might 
probably  be  resident  part  of  the  year;  but  even 
the  addition  of  all  these  would  still  leave  consider¬ 
ably  more  than  half  the  parishes  of  the  kingdom 
entirely  in  the  charge  of  curates.  In  1835,  we 
may  observe,  it  was  found  that  the  total  number  of 
parishes  in  England  and  Wales  was  11,077;  the 
total  number  of  benefices,  10,517  ;  and  the  whole 
number  of  curates,  5,227.  So  that  still,  as  for¬ 
merly,  we  may  say  that  curates  are  the  actual  pastors 
of  about  half  the  iiarishes  in  the  kingdom.  Of  the 
resident  incumbents  in  1810,  there  were  about  1500 
whose  incomes  were  under  150/.  per  annum.  These 
were  all  the  incumbents  that  were  resident,  out  of 
about  4000  parishes  in  which,  as  stated  above,  the 
livings  were  of  that  amount.  Of  these  poorly  en¬ 
dowed  livings,  therefore,  2500,  or  live-eighths  of  the 
whole,  were  left  to  the  pastoral  superintendence  of 
curates.  In  the  remaining  7167  parishes,  again, 
where  the  value  of  the  living  exceeded  150/.,  there 
w'ere  3556  incumbents  either  actually  or  virtually 
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resident,  leaving  only  2612  cases,  or  little  more  than 
a  third  of  the  entire  number,  in  which  curates  were 
left  to  do  the-duties.  The  whole  number  of  non¬ 
resident  incumbents  of  all  classes,  after  deducting 
dilapidated  cburches  and  sinecures,  was  found  to 
be  5925.  Of  these,  those  who  were  non-resident 
upon  one  benefice  on  account  of  residence  upon 
another  were  1797 ;  those  who  resided  in  a  house 
of  their  own  or  of  a  relative  were  152  ;  those  who 
resided  near  their  parishes  and  did  duty  were  476. 
Deducting  these  three  classes  from  the  whole 
number,  there  still  remained  3500  parishes  which 
must  either  have  no  curate  at  all — a  thing  which 
Lord  Harrowby  said  he  trusted  the  vigilance  of 
the  church  never  permitted — or  they  must  be 
served  by  the  incumbent  or  curate  of  a  neighbour¬ 
ing  parish,  which  was  ne.xt  to  not  being  served  at 
all ;  or  they  must  be  served  by  a  curate  paid  out 
of  what  the  incumbent  could  spare  from  the  in¬ 
come  of  the  benefice.  It  appeared  that  the  greatest 
number  of  pluralities  was  not  among  the  poorest 
classes  of  incumbents.  This,  indeed,  was  only 
what  was  to  have  been  expected  ;  for,  as  his  lord- 
ship  remarked,  “  the  incumbent  of  a  large  living 
was  much  more  likely,  from  his  situation  and  con¬ 
nexions,  to  procure  a  second,  than  the  incumbent 
of  a  small  one.”  The  act  regulating  the  salaries 
of  curates  had  not  yet  passed,  and  Lord  Harrowby 
took  an  opportunity  in  this  speech  of  expressing 
himself  in  terms  of  strong  condemnation  on  the 
rate  at  which  the  services  of  such  assistants  were 
sometimes  remunerated  by  the  actual  incumbent. 
“  The  present  practice,”  he  said,  “  according  to 
which  the  non-resident  incumbents  of  livings  of 
50/.,  60/.  or  70/.  a  year  put  into  their  own  pockets 
a  portion  of  this  wretched  pittance,  and  left  much 
less  than  the  wages  of  a  day-labourer  for  the  sub¬ 
sistence  of  their  curates,  appeared  to  him  far  from 
creditable  to  the  parties  concerned,  and  calculated 
to  degrade  the  character  of  the  church.  Many 
instances  came  within  his  own  knowledge  in  which 
parishes  were  served  for  20/.,  or  even  for  10/.  per 
annum ;  and  in  which,  of  course,  all  they  knew 
of  their  clergyman  was  the  sound  of  his  voice  in 
the  reading  desk  or  pulpit  once  a  week,  a  fortnight, 
or  a  month.”  In  1835  it  was  found  that  the 
average  salary  of  curates  exceeded  80/. 

A  series  of  discussions  on  the  subject  of  tithes 
was  commenced  in  1816,  by  a  motion  for  certain 
returns  which  was  made  in  the  House  of  Com¬ 
mons  on  the  16th  of  May,  by  Mr.  J.  Christian 
Curwen.  Mr.  Curwen  remarked  that,  among 
the  numerous  petitions  which  had  recently  been 
presented  to  the  House  on  the  distressed  condition 
of  agriculture,  there  was  scarcely  one  in  which  the 
burden  of  tithes  did  not  form  one  of  the  most 
prominent  grievances  complained  of.  Many  peti¬ 
tions  had  been  received  directed  solely  against  this 
particular  grievance.  The  principal  point,  how¬ 
ever,  to  which  he  wished  to  direct  the  attention 
of  the  House  on  this  occasion  was  the  practice 
which  had  crept  in  of  tithe  cases  being  decided  by 
the  Court  of  Excheipier  without  the  intervention 
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of  a  jury.  Anciently  suits  for  tithes  were  insti¬ 
tuted  in  the  ecclesiastical  courts ;  and,  whenever 
a  plea  of  modus,  exemption,  or  composition  was 
alleged,  the  Court  of  King’s  Bench,  on  application, 
stayed  the  proceedings,  and  directed  the  question 
to  be  tried  by  a  jury.  In  the  reign  of  James  I. 
this  produced  a  disagreement  between  the  courts, 
and  the  matter  was  brought  by  appeal,  first,  before 
the  twelve  judges,  and  then  before  the  king  in 
council,  by  both  of  wLich  tribunals  it  was  deter¬ 
mined  that  here,  as  in  all  other  cases,  the  subject 
was  entitled  to  have  all  matters  of  fact  decided  by 
a  jury.  James  himself  heard  the  question  solemnly 
argued  for  three  days  by  the  archbishops,  bishops, 
and  ecclesiastical  lawyers,  on  the  one  side,  and  by 
certain  of  the  judges  on  the  other.  This  decision 
appeared  to  have  been  acquiesced  in  for  about  fifty- 
years.  At  last  a  new'  plan  was  fallen  upon  with 
the  view  of  avoiding  the  intervention  of  a  jury: 
the  recovery  of  tithes  was  sought  for  in  a  court  of 
equity.  The  first  cause,  however,  in  which  the 
Exchequer  decided  on  the  fact  without  a  jury  w'as 
determined  only  in  1687  ;  ever  since  then  the 
same  practice  had,  in  certain  circumstances,  been 
followed  by  that  court.  Another  of  his  objects  Mr. 
Curwen  explained  to  be  to  check  the  prevalent 
disposition  for  e.xtending  tithes  :  “  I  am  afraid,” 
he  said,  “  it  has  occurred  too  often,  that  the  tithe- 
gatherer  has  of  late  entered  the  garden  of  the  poor 
cottager,  and  demanded  the  tithe  of  his  half-dozen 
gooseberry  bushes,  and  perhaps  a  solitary  apple- 
tree.”  His  ultimate  aim,  at  the  same  time,  the 
honourable  member  confessed,  was  the  total  ex¬ 
tinction  of  tithes.  On  the  22nd  of  the  same  month 
Mr.  R.  W.  Newman  moved  the  appointment  of  a 
select  committee  to  take  into  consideration  the 
petitions  on  the  table  on  the  subject  of  tithes,  and 
report  their  opinion  as  to  the  expediency  of  substi¬ 
tuting  pecuniary  payments  for  tithes  in  kind.  The 
motion  gave  rise  to  a  debate  of  some  length,  but 
the  speakers  dealt  in  arguments  rather  than  in 
facts,  and  no  opposition  was  made  to  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  the  committee,  which,  however,  it  w'as 
agreed,  on  the  motion  of  the  chancellor  of  the  e.x- 
chequer,  should  confine  its  report  to  the  question 
of  whether  it  might  be  expedient  to  enable  propri¬ 
etors  of  tithes  to  grant  leases  thereof  under  due 
regulations.  Mr.  Peel  also  suggested  that  the  in¬ 
quiry  should  be  extended  to  the  subject  of  Irish 
as  well  as  English  tithes.  The  appointment  of  a 
committee  to  inquire  into  the  collection  of  tithes  in 
Ireland  had  been  moved  for  by  Mr.  Parnell  (the 
late  Lord  Congleton,  best  known  as  Sir  Henry 
Parnell)  in  1810,  but  refused  by  the  House;  and 
other  motions  made  upon  the  subject  by  the  same 
honourable  member  in  1811  and  1812  had  met 
with  a  similar  fate.  In  the  course  of  the  debate  on 
Mr.  New’inan’s  motion  the  conduct  of  the  Irish 
clergy  in  the  collection  of  their  tithes,  which  had 
been  commented  on  on  former  occasions,  and  by 
some  of  the  preceding  speakers,  with  great  severity, 
found  a  warm  defender  in  Mr.  Leslie  Foster.  “  He 
felt  bound,”  he  said,  “  to  enable  the  House  to  ap- 
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predate  from  facts,  rather  than  assertions, 'whether 
rapacity  or  moderation  was  the  character  of  the 
clergy  of  Ireland.  Paradoxical  as  it  might  sound, 
he  was  convinced  that  it  was  actually  to  their  mo¬ 
deration  they  might  attribute  the  attacks  which 
they  now  had  to  sustain;  and,  had  they  stood  as 
firmly  on  their  rights  as  the  clergy  of  England, 
they  had  not  been  so  assailed.  .  .  No  other  body 
in  these  free  countries  had  ever  been  so  plundered ; 
they  had  been  robbed  by  a  vote  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  above  eighty  years  ago,  of  the  tithes  of 
agistment — not  less,  certainly,  than  a  fourth  of 
their  entire  property ;  and  this  robbery  had  been 
sanctioned  by  a  law  which  was  almost  the  last  pro¬ 
ceeding  of  the  Irish  legislature,  and  which  this 
united  parliament  would  have  rejected  with  indig¬ 
nation.”*  Throughout  one-half  of  Ireland,  Mr. 
Foster  went  on  to  say,  the  clergy  abstained  from 
demanding  the  tithe  of  potatoes.  In  all  the  north 
of  Ireland,  6d.  or  some  such  trifling  sum  w’as  ac¬ 
cepted  for  the  tithe  of  the  important  article  of  flax. 
“  Of  the  tithes  of  gardens,  so  severely  collected  in 
England,  he  had  never  heard;  and,  indeed,  most 
of  the  long  catalogue  of  small  tithes,  familiar  in 
England,  were  in  Ireland  unthought  of.”  Even 
of  such  crops  as  they  did  take  tithes  of,  he  as¬ 
serted,  as  the  result  of  inquiries  he  had  instituted, 
that  the  proportion  the  Irish  clergy  realised  w^as 
not  a  tenth,  but  generally  only  a  twenty-fifth  or  a 
thirtieth  part.  The  report  of  the  committee  was 
presented  by  Sir  John  Nicholl,  the  chairman,  on 
the  18th  of  June :  it  embodied  in  sixteen  resolu¬ 
tions  a  plan  for  enabling  ecclesiastical  proprietors 
of  tithes  to  grant  leases  thereof  for  fourteen  years 
or  a  shorter  term  to  the  proprietors  of  the  land, 
with  the  consent  of  the  patron  and  the  bishop  of 
the  diocese.  No  legislative  proceeding,  however, 
was  founded  upon  this  inquiry.  Nor  did  any¬ 
thing  come  of  two  successive  attempts  which  were 
made  by  Mr.  Curw'en  in  1817  and  1818  to  amend 
the  law  relative  to  moduses,  prescriptions,  and  ex¬ 
emptions  from  tithes.  No  statute  of  limitation, 
Mr.  Curwen  complained,  existed  against  the  claims 
of  the  church  ;  consequently  no  length  of  posses¬ 
sion,  not  even  an  uninterrupted  enjoyment  for  cen¬ 
turies,  barred  her  right  to  tithes  ;  nothing  less  than 
complete  proof  of  the  origin  of  the  exemption 
claimed  by  the  land-owner  was  of  any  avail  against 
the  demand.  And  this  even  while  against  the 

*  The  resolution  of  the  Irish  House  of  Commons  against  tithes  of 
agistment  Cpasture  land)  was  passed  on  the  18th  of  March,  1735  ;  it 
declared  that  any  lawyer  assisting  in  a  prosecution  for  such  tithes 
should  he  considered  as  an  enemy  to  his  country.  No  tithes  of  agist¬ 
ment  were  ever  collected  after  this ;  but  it  was  only  by  a  clause 
inserted  in  the  Act  of  Union  (with  the  hope  of  its  occasioning  the 
abandonment  of  that  measure),  on  the  motion  of  Sir  .Tohn  Macartney, 
in  1800,  that  this  species  of  tithe  was  legally  abolished  in  Ireland. 
The  burden  of  tithes  in  that  country,  therefore,  fails  only  on  the 
land  under  tillage,  the  greater  part  of  which  is  held  by  cottier  tenants. 
“  I  know  of  no  act,”  says  a  late  well-informed  and  patriotic  writer, 
“  more  mischievous,  more  impolitic,  and  unjust.  The  rich  arc  in 
this  manner  exempted  from  bearing  their  share  of  a  burden  which  is 
proved  by  the  very  exemption,  and  the  whole  weight  is  suffered  to 
tall  upon  the  poor,  who  are  the  least  able  to  support  it.  The  oppres¬ 
sion  is  the  more  galling  as  it  increases  with  the  increase  of  tillage  ; 
it  will  affect  the  great  mass  of  the  people  as  population  is  extended; 
and,  on  the  whole,  may  be  considered  as  one  of  the  most  serious  of 
the  difficulties  which  occur  in  considering  the  affairs  of  Ireland.” — 
An  Account  of  Ireland^  Statistical  and  Political^  hjj  Bdxvard  fFah^Jield ; 
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crown  a  possession  of  sixty  years  was  now  a  bar, 
since  the  act  of  the  9tb  of  Geo.  III.  It  appeared, 
from  the  accounts  on  the  table,  that  in  the  last 
seven  years  above  120  suits  for  tithes  had  been 
determined  in  the  courts  of  Exchequer  and  Chan¬ 
cery,  and  that  about  an  equal  number  were  still 
pending ;  doubtless,  mostly  the  result  of  the  un¬ 
certainty  occasioned  by  the  non-admission  of  pre¬ 
scription  and  enjoyment  as  a  ground  of  title  in 
regard  to  Ibis  description  of  property.  During  the 
time  that  these  120  suits  had  been  going  on,  Mr. 
Curwen  asserted,  the  churches  of  the  clergymen  by 
whom  they  had  been  raised  had  in  many  instances 
been  nearly  deserted;  to  such  lengths  had  hostili¬ 
ties  in  many  cases  been  carried  between  pastor  and 
flock.  Another  object  of  the  honourable  member 
was  to  put  an  end  to  the  abuse  of  which  he  had 
complained  in  the  preceding  session,  of  courts  of 
equity  deciding  without  the  intervention  of  a  jury 
on  what  w’ere  called  rank  moduses  of  tithes, — that 
is  to  say,  such  as,  from  their  amount,  were  pre¬ 
sumed  to  argue  a  more  modern  date  than  the  reign 
of  Richard  I.  Leave  was  granted  to  bring  in  a 
bill  to  accomplish  these  and  other  reforms,  which, 
however,  was  merely  read  for  the  first  time  and 
printed.  When  Mr.  Curwen  again  took  up  the 
subject  in  the  next  session,  and  moved,  on  the 
19th  of  February  1818,  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
new  bill,  his  views  were  supported  by  Sir  Samuel 
Romilly  and  Mr.  Brougham,  but  both  Mr.  Peel 
and  Lord  Castlereagh  joined  Sir  William  Scott 
in  discountenancing  them,  although  no  opposi¬ 
tion  w'as  offered  to  the  introduction  of  the  hill. 
Mr.  Peel  thought  that  the  bill  promised  rather  to 
increase  than  to  prevent  litigation.  As  to  the 
statement  of  there  being  120  tithe  causes  then 
pending  in  the  Court  of  Exchequer,  the  truth  was, 
that  only  69  of  them  had  been  instituted  by  the 
clergy,  and  only  35  of  them  had  been  commenced 
within  the  last  three  years.  “  It  would  not,”  Mr. 
Ped  said,  “  in  his  opinion,  be  difficult  to  show 
that  the  application  of  the  same  principle  of  pre¬ 
scription  to  tithes  as  to  other  property  would  he 
very  unjust.”  And  no  doubt  there  is  much 
greater  likelihood  that  tithes  legally  due  should,  in 
certain  circumstances,  remain  unclaimed  or  unex¬ 
acted  for  a  period  of  fifty  or  sixty  years  than  that 
the  right  to  an  estate  in  land  should  be  allowed  so 
to  lie  dormant.  The  mere  fact  that  the  clergyman 
has  only  a  life-interest  in  his  tithes  creates  an  im¬ 
portant  difference  hetAveen  the  two  cases. 

The  condition  of  the  established  church  in  Ire¬ 
land,  since  the  Union  no  longer  a  sister  church, 
but  a  branch  or  integral  part  of  that  established  in 
England,  was  brought  under  the  notice  of  parlia¬ 
ment  by  various  motions  in  the  course  of  the  years 
1807  and  1808.  On  the  20th  of  April,  1807, 
immediately  after  the  accession  of  the  Duke  of 
Portland’s  administration,  the  Right  Hon.  W. 
Wickham,  member  for  Callington,  who  had  been 
one  of  the  lords  of  the  treasury  under  Lord  Gren¬ 
ville,  moved  in  the  Commons  the  appointment  of 
a  select  committee  to  consider  the  subject  of  the 
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building,  rebuilding,  and  keeping  in  repair  of 
churches  and  glebe-houses,  and  the  purchase  of 
glebe-houses  and  glebe-lands,  in  Ireland.  Mr. 
Wickham  stated  that,  in  consequence  of  a  paper 
which  he  had  laid  on  the  table  of  the  House  in 
1803,  two  acts  had  been  subsequently  passed  by 
parliament;  one  for  the  loan,  without  interest,  of  a 
large  sum  for  the  relief  of  the  Irish  church  from 
the  Board  of  First  Fruits ;  the  other  for  the  ad¬ 
vance  of  50,000/.  for  the  same  object  by  the  lord- 
lieutenant.  Both  these  acts,  however,  had  re¬ 
mained  entirely  inoperative :  it  appeared  that  the 
securities  they  required  for  the  money  could  not  be 
obtained.  Although  the  population  of  Ireland  was 
half  that  of  England,  Mr.  Wickham  observed,  the 
number  of  parishes  in  the  former  country  had  been 
originally  only  2436,  and  by  subsequent  consolida¬ 
tions  had  been  reduced  by  the  year  1791  to  1120. 
The  average  population  of  parishes,  therefore,  was 
about  five  times  as  great  in  Ireland  as  in  England. 
It  was  explained  by  Dr.  Duigenan,  that  there  w'as 
an  old  act,  of  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  he  believed, 
which  authorised  the  lord-lieutenant  and  privy 
council  to  divide  or  consolidate  parishes  according 
to  the  necessity  of  the  case ;  and  accordingly  it 
happened  that,  where  the  patronage  of  the  crown 
was  most  extensive,  these  unions  were  most  apt  to 
take  place.  “  For  instance,  if  a  gentleman  had 
good  interest,  and  connexions  of  any  weight,  a 
single  parish  might  be  in  so  low  a  state  that  it 
would  not  be  worth  his  acceptance ;  he  then  would 
perhaps  give  the  real  statement  of  the  case  to  his 
friend  or  patron,  and  afterwards  a  recommendation 
■would  come  from  the  crown  that  two  adjoining 
parishes  should  be  consolidated  into  one,  which 
the  bishop  in  such  case  mostly  agreed  to.”  Such 
was  the  poverty  of  the  people  in  many  parts  of 
Ireland,  Dr.  Duigenan  contended,  that  if  it  had 
not  been  for  these  unions  of  parishes  the  clergy 
would  have  devoured  the  people ;  or  rather,  as  he 
afterwards  stated  his  idea,  they  would  have  been 
starved,  or  left  without  the  means  of  supporting 
the  respectability  of  their  station.  Sir  John  New¬ 
port  remarked  that,  although  the  lord-lieutenant 
had,  by  the  old  act  referred  to,  the  power  of  dis¬ 
uniting  parishes,  he  had  not  found  any  instance  in 
which  this  had  been  done.  Mr.  Maurice  Fitz¬ 
gerald,  after  mentioning  that  some  of  the  livings 
in  the  south  of  Ireland  amounted  to  1000/.,  to 
1500/.,  and  even  to  3000/.  a-year,  added  that  in 
some  instances  where  a  consolidation  of  livings 
and  parishes  had  taken  place  the  services  rendered 
to  the  people  by  their  clergyman  had  been  dimi¬ 
nished  in  proportion  as  his  income  had  been  aug¬ 
mented;  “for  no  place  of  religious  worship  was 
provided  within  the  reach  of  the  inhabitants  ;  nor 
could  such  parishioners  obtain  baptism  for  their 
children,  or  the  other  rites  of  the  church  ;  and  the 
consequence  was  that  the  Protestant  inhabitants,  in 
such  places,  had  disappeared.”  The  committee 
was  appointed,  and  a  bill  was  afterwards  brought 
in  ;  but,  when  it  came  to  the  second  reading  in  the 
Lords,  it  was  opposed  by  the  government,  and  was 


[Book  III. 

not  carried  farther.  The  Earl  of  Hardwicke  con¬ 
ceived  that  all  that  was  required  was  to  carry  the 
former  act  of  1803  into  execution.  On  the  3l8t 
of  July,  a  few  days  after  this.  Sir  John  Newport, 
in  the  Commons,  inquired  if  any  thing  was  in¬ 
tended  to  be  done  in  the  matter  by  his  majesty’s 
ministers.  It  was  a  subject,  he  said,  which  it  was 
■well  known  had  engaged  the  serious  consideration 
of  the  late  government.  Fie  had  the  authority  of 
the  primate  of  Ireland  for  stating  that  there  were 
in  one  diocese  no  fewer  than  ten  parishes  without 
either  church,  glebe-house,  or  any  sort  of  residence 
for  the  clergyman.  Mr.  Perceval  replied  that  it 
was  the  intention  of  his  majesty’s  present  servants 
to  turn  their  attention  to  the  state  of  the  church  in 
Ireland  as  soon  as  they  should  have  the  necessary 
information  before  them.  In  the  next  session  an 
act  was  passed  “  For  enforcing  the  residence  of  spi¬ 
ritual  persons  on  their  benefices  in  Ireland;”  but 
it  was  complained  of  by  Sir  John  Newport,  in  its 
passage  through  the  Commons,  as  a  measure  very 
far  short  of  being  efficient  for  the  purposes  for 
which  it  professed  to  have  been  framed.  In  the 
course  of  tbe  same  session,  on  the  16th  of  May, 
1808,  Sir  John  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
“  For  the  more  equal  valuation  of  the  revenue  of 
the  first  fruits  in  Ireland,  and  for  the  due  collection 
thereof.”  It  appeared,  he  stated,  that  the  entire 
annual  amount  of  the  first  fruits  at  present  col¬ 
lected  in  Ireland  was  no  more  than  350/.*  One 
reason  of  this  was  that  a  large  proportion  of  pa¬ 
rishes  were  not  valued  at  all,  and  contributed  no¬ 
thing  :  it  might  be  reckoned  that  there  were  1500 
parishes  where  first  fruits  were  valued,  and  900 
where  they  remained  still  unvalued.  Besides,  the 
valuations  that  had  taken  place  were  a  century  old, 
and  bore  no  proportion  to  what  they  now  ought  to 
be.  He  proposed  that  the  payment  of  first  fruits 
should  not  attach  to  any  living  under  the  value  of 
250/.  ;  but,  even  thus  limited,  he  had  no  doubt, 
from  every  calculation  he  had  made,  that  the  re¬ 
venue  from  this  source,  if  it  were  properly  collected 
under  a  new  and  fair  valuation,  would,  after  de¬ 
ducting  all  expences,  produce  between  20,000/. 
and  30,000/.  per  annum.  The  motion,  however, 
was  opposed  by  ministers,  and,  after  a  short  de¬ 
bate,  was  negatived  on  a  division  by  a  majority  of 
67  to  50.  The  same  fortune  attended  other  at¬ 
tempts  of  the  opposition  in  subsequent  sessions 
to  touch  the  system  of  the  Irish  church.  Thus,  on 
the  13th  of  May,  1810,  Mr.  Parnell  was  defeated 
by  a  majority  of  69  to  48  on  a  motion  for  a  select 
committee  to  inquire  into  the  collection  of  tithes  in 
Ireland.  Again,  on  the  23rd  of  June,  1812,  a 

*  Then'  may  be  some  doubt,  however,  whether  this  he  not  a  mis¬ 
print  lor  3500/.  la  tlic  courst-f  of  the  debite  which  took  place  upon 
Sir  John  Newport’s  motion,  as  reported  in  the  Parliamentary  Debates, 
xi.  277-285,  botli  Mr.  Foster,  the  Irish  chancellor  of  the  exchequer, 
and  Mr.  Uornor,  arc  made  to  state  or  to  assume  that  the  produce  of 
the  first  fruits  in  Ireland  amounted  to  3000/.  Aud  this  is  the  amount 
“iveu  hy  Mr.  Wakotielil,  Account  of  Ireland,  ii.  47G,  on  the  authority 
of  Mr.  ^’oster’s  speech  (which,  however,  is  referred  to  awron^  paije  in 
the  Parliamentary  Debates).  At  the  same  time  it  may  he  observed 
that  Mr.  Fuster’s  argument  would  rather  lead  to  a  suspicion  that  the 
misprint  is  in  the  amount  as  given  in  his  speech— that  Iho  3000/. 
ought  to  be  350/,  or  300/. 
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majority  of  39  to  36  negatived  a  resolution  moved 
by  the  same  honourable  member,  pledging  the 
House  early  in  the  next  session  to  take  this  subject 
into  its  consideration,  “  with  a  view  to  a  legislative 
measure  conducive  to  the  relief  of  the  lower  orders 
of  the  people,  and  the  more  satisfactory  provision 
of  the  clergy  of  the  established  church.”  On  this 
last  occasion  Mr.  Parnell  observed  that  the  object 
he  had  in  view,  the  substitlition  of  another  equiva¬ 
lent  source  of  income  for  the  clergy  of  Ireland  in 
place  of  tithes,  had  engaged  the  attention  both  of 
Mr.  Perceval  and  Lord  Redesdale,  each  of  whom 
had  prepared  a  bill  for  its  attainment.  He  rested 
his  case  wholly  on  the  dissimilarity  of  the  circum¬ 
stances  of  England  and  Ireland,  contending,  with¬ 
out  any  reference  to  the  general  objections  rvhich 
had  been  made  to  tithes  as  provision  for  a  clergy, 
that  there  existed  in  Ireland  a  peculiar  state  of 
things  which  would  justify  the  commutation  of 
tithes  there  without  affording  any  precedent  for  a 
similar  measure  in  England.  One  distinction  was 
the  fact  that  nine-tenths  of  the  people  in  Ireland 
did  not  belong  to  the  establishment.  Another  was 
the  comparative  novelty,  or  modern  date,  of  the 
practice  of  enforcing  the  payment  of  tithes  in  that 
country.  For  a  long  time  after  the  Reformation, 
as  had  been  stated  by  Primate  Boulter, “the  clergy 
took  what  they  could  get  thankfully ;  and  very  few 
went  near  their  living's.”  It  was  not  till  the  sur¬ 
render  of  Limerick  (in  1691)  that  the  Protestant 
clergy  began  to  realize  their  legal  right  to  tithe. 
According  to  Primate  Boulter  tithe  of  agistment 
was  never  demanded  till  IT 20;  the  demand  was 
not  then  acceded  to,  and  the  vote  of  the  House  of 
Commons  in  1134  took  away  no  realized  right,  but 
only  one  which  the  Irish  people  had  never  acknow¬ 
ledged.  To  this  day  the  clergy  had  never  been 
able  to  enforce  the  exaction  of  tithes  on  many 
articles  which  were  titheable  according  to  the  com¬ 
mon  ecclesiastical  interpretations  of  the  law.  In 
some  parishes  no  tithes  had  ever  been  claimed  on 
bay ;  in  others,  on  potatoes ;  in  others,  on  flax. 
Hence  great  uncertainty  and  endless  litigation  as 
to  what  articles  are  titheable  and  what  not.  Another 
distinction  consisted  in  the  way  in  which  tithes 
were  collected  in  Ireland — principally  (for  the 
reason  already  explained)  from  the  poorest  occu¬ 
piers  of  the  soil,  and,  as  a  consequence  of  that, 
through  the  medium  of  tithe-proctors  and  tithe- 
farmers,  whose  harsh  modes  of  proceeding  pro¬ 
duced  an  incredible  amount  of  suffering  and 
oppression.  When  a  composition  was  agreed  to 
the  practice  was  for  promissory  notes,  payable  in 
a  year,  to  be  taken  ;  and  thus  all  the  lower  orders 
were  placed  in  the  power  of  the  proctors,  it  con¬ 
stantly  happening  that  their  notes  could  not  be 
(laid  when  they  became  due.  Mr.  Purnell  com¬ 
bated,  as  an  unfounded  prejudice,  the  notion  ad¬ 
vanced  by  many  among  the  opponents  of  the  reform 
of  the  tithe  system,  that  the  real  oppressors  of  the 
poor  in  Ireland  were  the  landlords  and  middle 
men.  As  for  the  middle  men,  “  their  origin  sprung 
from  the  Catholic  penal  laws — the  confiscations  of 


property,  the  expulsion  of  the  great  Catholic 
families”,— a  state  of  things  rendering  it  impossible 
for  any  quiet  proprietor  of  land,  a  century  ago,  in 
Ireland,  to  obtain  anything  from  it,  except  by 
letting  on  long  terms  to  the  few  solvent  Protestants 
that  inhabited  the  strong  towns.  But,  whatever 
evil  might  belong  to  the  system,  it  was  daily  wear¬ 
ing  out.  The  middle-men  might  in  some  instances 
have  acted  with  severity  towards  their  tenantry ; 
but,  for  the  most  part,  they  were  highly  useful, 
and  exceedingly  kind  and  charitable  to  the  lower 
orders  of  the  people.”  In  answer  to  the  motion, 
it  was  urged  that  any  plan  of  commutation  was 
rendered  nearly  impracticable  by  the  circumstance 
that  it  must  proceed  upon  the  principle  that  the 
clergy  had  an  absolute  estate  equal  to  one-tenth  of 
the  growing  tillage  of  the  country,  and  that  the 
ffiir  application  of  that  principle  would  certainly, 
under  any  arrangement,  make  the  occupier  of  the 
soil  pay  very  much  more  to  the  tithe-owner  than 
he  did  at  present.  Mr.  Wellesley  Pole,  the  Irish 
secretary,  described  the  actual  payment  of  tithes  in 
Ireland  as  “  a  mere  flea-bite”  compared  to  what  it 
was  in  England,  and  this  seemed  to  be  admitted  on 
all  hands  to  be  the  fact. 

A  short  debate  on  the  state  of  the  Irish  church 
took  place  in  the  House  of  Commons  on  the  22nd 
of  April,  1819,  on  a  motion  by  Sir  John  Newport 
for  an  address  to  the  prince  regent,  requesting  his 
royal  highness  to  direct  an  inquiry  to  be  instituted 
into  the  present  condition  of  that  establishment. 
Sir  John  observed  that  in  consequence  of  an  ad¬ 
dress  from  the  House  a  similar  inquiry  had  been 
instituted  in  1806,  and  that  a  report  from  the 
commission  appointed  on  that  occasion  had  been 
laid  before  the  House  in  the  following  year.  That 
report  had  strongly  called  attention  to  the  import¬ 
ance  of  the  residence  of  the  clergy,  and  had  re¬ 
commended  that  the  union  or  disunion  of  parishes 
in  Ireland  should  be  effected  only  under  tbe  authority 
of  the  privy  council.  It  might  be  admitted  that,  when 
pasturage  prevailed  in  Ireland  and  tithes  were 
eomparatively  unproductive,  the  union  of  parishes 
was  in  many  cases  almost  a  measure  of  necessity. 
But  what  was  remarkable  was,  that  as  tillage  ad¬ 
vanced  such  unions  appeared  to  have  become  more 
instead  of  less  frequent.  Thus,  although  only  31 
had  taken  plaee  in  the  62  years  from  1118  to  ll80, 
in  the  20  following  years,  from  1180  to  1800,  the 
number  had  been  25;  and  in  the  18  years  that 
had  elapsed  since  1800,  it  had  been  no  less  than 
34.  As  an  instance  and  illustration  ol  the  effects 
of  this  system.  Sir  John  stated,  on  the  authority  of 
a  letter  which  he  had  received  from  a  gentleman 
of  the  highest  respectability,  that  within  the  dis¬ 
trict  in  which  the  writer  resided,  and  which  com¬ 
prehended  a  union  ot  four  parishes,  there  was 
neither  resident  clergyman  nor  parish  church.  The 
church  had  been  reported  to  be  in  perfect  repair 
ill  1801,  but  was  now  in  ruins,  nor  had  any  at¬ 
tempt  been  made  to  repair  it,  or  to  erect  a  new 
one,  although  upon  the  roof  falling  in,  a  few  years 
after  the  report  of  1801, 900/.  had  been  subscribed 
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for  the  latter  purpose  :  and  public  worship  had 
never  since  been  performed  in  those  parishes,  ex¬ 
cept  only  on  one  occasion  in  the  private  house  of 
the  writer  of  the  letter.  Of  the  incumbent,  who 
had  been  appointed  about  eight  years  ago,  and  who 
held  another  situation  in  the  cathedral  of  the  dio¬ 
cesan  from  whom  he  had  received  the  living,  and 
whose  relation  he  was,  the  united  parishes  never 
saw  anything  but  when  he  came  to  collect  his 
tithes.  It  was  afterwards  mentioned  that  the  name 
of  this  incumbent  was  Cox,  and  that  his  relation 
and  patron  was  the  Bishop  of  Kildare.  The  bishop 
in  whose  diocese  the  united  parishes  were  had 
been  appealed  to  without  effect,  although  he  had 
l^romised  both  to  accelerate  the  re-building  of  the 
church  and  to  enforce  the  residence  of  the  incum¬ 
bent.  Yet  the  sum  of  500,000/.  had  been  voted 
since  the  Union*  for  the  erection  of  churches  and 
the  purchase  of  glebe-lands  in  Ireland.  It  ap¬ 
peared,  however,  that  six  disunions  of  parishes  had 
been  ordered  since  1807,  of  which  four  were  in 
the  archbishopric  of  Cashel.  The  motion  was  not 
opposed  by  ministers ;  but  some  explanations  were 
entered  into  by  Mr.  Leslie  Foster  in  reply  to  Sir 
John  Newport’s  statements.  Although  34  unions 
of  parishes  might  have  taken  place  since  1800,  only 
18,  he  observed,  had  been  ordered  by  the  privy 
council  since  1807  ;  and  against  these  were  to  be 
set  the  six  disunions  which  had  been  effected 
within  the  same  period.  All  the  parishes  united 
by  the  authority  of  the  privy  council,  too,  had  be¬ 
fore  been  episcopally  united  from  time  immemo¬ 
rial  ;  that  is  to  say,  we  suppose,  it  had  been  the 
uniform  practice  to  allow  them  to  be  held  by  one 
incumbent.  The  number  of  benefices  in  Ireland, 
according  to  the  report  of  1807,  was  1183;  and 
at  that  date  there  were  churches  only  in  950  of 
them.  In  each  of  the  remaining  233  benefices, 
however,  a  commodious  church,  Mr.  Foster  stated, 
had  been  since  built ;  while  several  old  churches, 
which  were  previously  more  like  barns  than 
churches,  had  also  undergone  complete  repair. 
As  for  glebe-houses,  the  Board  of  First  Fruits  had 
already  purchased  land  for  such  houses  in  239 
benefices ;  and  every  endeavour  was  making  to 
conclude  similar  purchases  in  the  remaining  pa¬ 
rishes  where  the  clergyman  was  still  without  a 
residence.  Ever  since  1808,  when  the  new  law  of 
residence  had  been  passed,  the  Irish  bishops, 
Mr.  Foster  asserted,  had  diligently  used  the  new 
powers  with  which  they  were  invested  to  promote 
and  enforce  residence ;  and  he  believed  exemptions 
now  were  never  granted  unless  in  cases  of  ill  health 
or  where  there  was  no  glebe-house.  In  regard 
also  to  the  practice  of  the  bishops  formerly  in 
allowing  so  much  non-residence,  it  ought  to  be 
recollected  “  that,  from  the  conduct  of  the  Irish 
Parliament  in  appropriating  the  tithes  of  all  the 
monasteries  which  were  left  untouched,  very  little 
or  nothing  of  tithe  was  left  in  many  districts  of 

‘  We  believe  this  is  what  Sir  John  must  have  saij.  Tlie  report 
of  hiBspeveh  in  the  ‘  Parlianientary  Uebales’  maUea  him  speak  of 
“  iUU,UUUI,  voted  Homo  time  aiucu." 
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that  country  for  the  maintenance  of  the  parochial 
clergy.  This  was  the  case  in  Connaught  and  many 
narts  of  Munster;  and  hence  former  bishops  could 
not  consistently  enforce  the  residence  of  the  paro¬ 
chial  clergy  in  such  districts.” 

In  1818  an  important  act  was  passed  by  parlia¬ 
ment,  by  which  the  sum  of  1,000,000/.  was 
granted  “  for  building  and  promoting  the  building 
of  additional  churches  in  populous  parishes  ”  in 
England.  It  w'as  provided  that  the  money  should 
be  vested  in  commissioners,  who  w’ere  to  apply  it 
in  some  cases  in  defraying  the  entire  expense  of 
the  churches  to  be  erected,  in  others  in  assisting 
the  subscriptions  of  the  parishioners  or  other  pri¬ 
vate  individuals.  In  moving  the  second  reading 
of  the  bill  in  the  Lords  on  the  1 5th  of  May,  after 
it  had  passed  the  Commons,  Lord  Liverpool  entered 
at  some  length  into  an  explanation  of  the  circum¬ 
stances  under  which  it  had  been  brought  forward 
by  the  government,  and  the  views  with  which  they 
proposed  such  an  appropriation  of  the  public  money. 
It  had  been  his  intention.  Lord  Liverpool  stated, 
to  bring  forward  a  measure  of  this  description  long- 
ago  ;  but  various  circumstances  in  the  situation  of 
the  country  had  caused  him  to  defer  it.  Some  cal¬ 
culations  of  the  number  of  new  churches  that  were 
required  had  proceeded  upon  the  supposition  that 
church  accommodation  was  wanted  for  the  entire 
population ;  but  this  was  a  fallacious  assumption. 
There  were  to  be  deducted  not  only  all  children 
under  a  certain  age,  and  all  who  were  too  old  or 
infirm  to  attend  public  worship,  but  also  so  many 
of  the  inhabitants  of  every  parish  as  were  neces¬ 
sarily  left  at  home  to  take  care  of  the  houses  while 
the  rest  were  at  church — a  number  which  could 
scarcely  be  estimated  at  less  than  one  for  every 
house — and  all  those  who  belonged  to  dissenting  con¬ 
gregations,  forming,  undoubtedly,  a  large  proportion 
of  every  populous  parish  in  the  kingdom.  Looking 
to  all  these  considerations,  he  was  disposed  to  think 
that  the  wants  of  the  country  would  be  sulficiently 
met  if  church  accommodation  were  provided  for  a 
third  of  the  population  in  country  places,  and  a 
fourth  in  great  towns.  It  was  in  the  latter,  however, 
that  most  was  required  to  be  done.  In  the  metro¬ 
polis,  it  was  calculated  that  five  additional  churches 
would  be  required  for  the  parish  of  Marylebone ; 
four  for  that  of  Pancras ;  four  for  St.  Leonard’s, 
Shoreditch  ;  four  for  St.  Matthew’s,  Bethnal  Green ; 
three  for  Lambeth  ;  and  so  on  for  other  parishes. 
The  town  of  Manchester,  it  was  thought,  would 
require  an  addition  of  seven  churches,  SheSield  of 
four,  Stockport  of  four,  Birmingham  of  three  or 
four,  and  other  towns  of  one,  two,  or  three.  The 
parliamentary  grant,  it  was  estimated,  would  of 
itself  be  sufficient  for  the  erection  of  100  churches ; 
but  considerable  aid  was  expected  from  subscrip¬ 
tions,  so  that  it  might  not  unreasonably  be  anti¬ 
cipated  that  in  all  from  150  to  200  new  churches 
would  be  built.  In  the  town  of  Liverpool  six 
churches  had  been  built  wholly  by  subscription  ; 
so  that  that  tow-n,  which  was  very  inconsiderable 
at  the  commencement  of  his  majesty’s  reign,  now, 
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that  it  had  attained  a  population  of  100,000  souls, 
had  fourteen  churches.  Though  some  opposition 
was  made  to  the  details  of  the  bill,  the  necessity  of 
the  measure  thus  brought  forward  by  the  govern¬ 
ment  was  generally  admitted  in  both  Houses, 
as  arising  out  of  the  vast  increase  of  the  popu¬ 
lation  during  the  preceding  century :  even  so  long 
ago  as  in  the  reign  of  Anne,  when  neither  the 
population  of  the  kingdom  nor  that  of  the  me¬ 
tropolis  was  half  as  great  as  it  had  since  become, 
parliament,  as  Lord  Liverpool  remarked,  had  voted 
lifty  new  churches  for  London  alone,  although  only 
nine  of  them  were  actually  erected.  The  Eccle¬ 
siastical  Commission  established  by  this  act  has,  as 
is  well  known,  been  in  operation  ever  since ;  and 
the  parliamentary  grant,  aided  by  private  benefac¬ 
tions,  or  rather  in  many  cases  coming  in  aid  of 
the  contributions  of  private  parties,  has  been  pro¬ 
ductive  of  numerous  additional  churches  in  all 
parts  of  the  country. 

The  favour  thus  shown  by  the  legislature  to 
the  church  after  a  century  of  neglect,  in  so  far  at 
least  as  regarded  the  main  point  of  enabling  it  to 
be  what  it  professed  to  be,  the  church  of  the  nation, 
or  of  endeavouring  to  give  an  expansion  to  its 
power  of  religious  instruction  and  superintend¬ 
ence  in  some  proportion  to  the  rate  at  which  the 
increase  of  the  population  was  going  on,  may  be 
taken  as  indicating  some  change  in  the  public  feel¬ 
ing  towards  the  church  in  the  closing  years  of  the 
present  period.  And  that,  again,  would  imply 
something  of  a  change  of  character  in  the  church, 
or  clerical  body,  itself;  for  the  change  of  public 
feeling  would  produce  this,  if  it  had  not  been  pro¬ 
duced  by  it : — most  probably  there  had  been  a 
mutual  action  and  re-action ;  or,  at  any  rate,  the 
clergy  would  be  acted  upon  by  the  same  causes 
and  influences,  whatever  they  were,  which  operated 
upon  the  general  public.  Howsoever  it  had  been 
brought  about,  it  is  certain  that  a  revolution,  to  a 
considerable  extent,  had  been  lately  wrought  in 
the  spirit  of  the  establishment ;  that,  whether 
alarmed  by  the  rapid  growth  of  dissent,  or  struck 
w'ith  any  other  unaccustomed  apprehensions  as  to 
the  security  of  its  position,  or  merely  impressed  by 
something  in  the  general  aspect  of  the  times  and 
sharing  the  common  thoughtfulness  and  earnest¬ 
ness  that  had  succeeded  an  age  of  universal  unbe¬ 
lief  and  indifference,  it  had  been  for  some  time 
casting  off  much  of  the  carelessness  or  secularity 
in  which  it  had  contentedly  passed  the  greater  part 
of  the  preceding  century,  and  was  awakening  to 
quite  a  new  sort  of  existence.  Perhaps  the  most 
distinct  evidence  of  this  increased  zeal  and  activity 
is  afforded  by  the  progress  during  the  present 
period  of  the  several  great  schemes  for  the  diffu¬ 
sion  of  religion  by  other  means  than  the]  ordinary 
services  of  the  church,  which  were,  either  exclu¬ 
sively  or  to  a  great  extent,  supported  and  managed 
by  the  clergy  and  other  members  of  the  establish¬ 
ment.  The  Society  for  Promoting  Christian  Know¬ 
ledge,  consisting  entirely  of  members  of  the  esta¬ 
blished  church,  had  been  founded  so  long  ago  as 


in  the  year  1699,  and  had  been  in  action,  print¬ 
ing  and  distributing  copies  of  the  scriptures  (prin¬ 
cipally  in  the  Welsh  and  Manx  languages),  and 
maintaining  a  few  missionaries  in  foreign  parts, 
throughout  the  last  century.  But  till  towards  the 
commencement  of  the  present  its  progress  was 
comparatively  slow  and  languid,  and  its  operations 
on  a  very  limited  scale.  In  1761  the  number  of 
members,  though  an  increase  had  been  going  on 
for  about  twenty  years,  was  still  no  more  than 
600,  and  the  annual  subscriptions  scarcely  ex¬ 
ceeded  3000/.;  in  1765  it  had  about  700  sub¬ 
scribers,  and  an  annual  income  of  somewhat  above 
5000/. ;  at  the  end  of  the  century  the  number  of 
members  had  become  about  2000,  and  the  amount 
of  subscriptions  about  10,000/. ;  by  the  year 
1809  there  were  3560  members,  and  subscriptions 
to  the  amount  of  more  than  16,000/. ;  in  1819  the 
number  of  members  was  14,000,  and  the  income 
of  the  society  very  nearly  56,000/.  Connected 
with  this  society  is  the  Society  for  the  Propagation 
of  the  Gospel  in  Foreign  Parts,  which  was  incor¬ 
porated  in  1701,  and  also  now  expends  a  large 
revenue  in  foreign  missions.  The  Church  Mis¬ 
sionary  Society  (originally  styled,  the  Society  for 
Missions  to  Africa  and  the  East),  is  also,  as  its 
name  implies,  composed  exclusively  of  members 
of  the  establishment ;  it  was  founded  in  1804,  and 
its  annual  expenditure  now  amounts  to  not  much 
short  of  100,000/.  There  exist  also  in  connexion 
with  the  established  church  the  Prayer  Book 
and  Homily  Society,  which  began  its  operations 
about  1812,  and  whose  income  in  1818  exceeded 
2000/.,  and  some  other  minor  institutions  of  a 
similar  kind,  which  mostly  sprung  up  either  in  the 
first  years  of  the  present  or  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
last  century.  Under  the  same  head  may  be  men¬ 
tioned  the  National  School  Society,  founded  in 
1811,  the  object  of  which  is  the  education  of  the 
children  of  the  poor  upon  the  principles  of  the 
established  church.  And  several  other  of  our  mo¬ 
dern  religious  associations  which  embrace  Christians 
of  various  denominations  have  also  always  drawn 
a  large  proportion  of  their  supporters  from  the 
members  of  the  establishment,  more  especially  the 
greatest  of  all,  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible 
Society,  which,  from  an  income  of  only  about 
600/.  at  its  commencement  in  the  year  1804,  con¬ 
tinued  to  grow  in  numbers  and  wealth  throughout 
the  present  period,  till  in  1820  it  had  attained  the 
splendid  revenue  of  123,000/. 

All  this,  doubtless,  evinced,  as  we  have  said, 
that  a  new  vitality  of  some  sort  or  other  had 
awakened  within  the  established  church,  both 
among  clergy  and  people.  And  evidence  of  the 
same  fact  was  exhibited  in  various  other  ways. 
The  particular  system  of  doctrine  which  has  in 
recent  times  been  called  Evangelical  Christianity 
has  never  been  without  a  footing  in  the  church  of 
England ;  it  was  the  Puritanism,  which,  having 
])artly  produced  the  Reformation,  broke  out  within 
tlie  church  immediately  after  that  event,  and,  not¬ 
withstanding  all  attempts  to  suppress  or  extirpate 
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it,  continued  to  grow  in  strength  till  at  last  it  over¬ 
turned  both  church  and  state  in  the  next  century : 
having  achieved  this  catastrophe,  it  appeared  to 
Imve  exhausted  its  force,  and  for  nearly  a  century 
after  the  Restoration  and  the  Conformity  Act, 
which  aimed  at  expelling  or  extinguishing  it,  it 
lay  comparatively  dormant  and  little  heard  of; 
but  the  rise  of  Methodism  and  other  causes  w'armed 
it  into  life  again  in  the  latter  part  of  the  last  cen¬ 
tury,  and  it  continued  to  grow  in  activity  and 
power  throughout  the  present  period.  In  some 
respects,  indeed,  it  may  have  appeared  to  have 
changed  its  character :  instead  of  manifesting  its 
old  disorganizing  tendencies,  it  may  have  actually 
allied  itself  to  conservatism  or  even  to  high- 
churchism ;  but  anything  of  this  kind  can  only  be 
considered  as  a  change  of  outward  form,  impressed 
by  temporary  circumstances  and  passing  events ; 
essentially,  whether  designating  itself  puritanism 
or  evangelicalism,  this  spirit  is  beyond  all  question 
hostile  to  such  a  system  as  the  church  of  England. 
For  a  w.iile,  however,  warmth  and  light  may  be 
diffused  by  the  fire  that  is  in  the  end  to  set  the 
mansion  in  a  blaze.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that 
the  clergy  of  the  establishment,  in  the  period  under 
consideration,  were  generally  characterised  by  a 
much  more  laborious  performance  of  their  duties, 
both  expressly  prescribed  and  only  implied  or 
popularly  expected,  than  their  predecessors  had 
been  for  some  generations.  Another  effect  of  the 
same  causes  that  had  produced  this  change  was 
that  a  more  scrupulous  selection  was  made,  if  not 
by  patrons  of  benefices  generally,  at  least  certainly 
by  the  government,  with  which  the  most  important 
appointments  rested,  of  the  men  to  whom  livings 
and  influential  offices  in  the  church  were  given. 
The  bishoprics  in  particular  w’ere  now  usually 
bestowed  with  a  less  exclusive  reference  than  for¬ 
merly  to  political  connexion  and  influence.  Some 
degree  of  professional  eminence,  at  least,  w’as 
made  the  ground  of  selection  in  a  greater  propor¬ 
tion  of  instances  than  formerly.  Yet  the  new^ 
system  does  not  appear  to  have  produced  any  re¬ 
markably  superior  race  of  prelates.  The  only 
names  of  any  distinction,  whether  for  theological 
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or  other  learning  and  talent,  which  graced  the 
episcopal  bench,  either  in  England  or  Ireland, 
during  the  present  period,  are  the  following ; — 
Richard  Hurd,  who  was  made  Bishop  of  Lichfield 
and  Coventry  in  1714,  and  translated  to  Worcester 
in  1781,  but  received  no  further  promotion,  though 
he  lived  till  1808;  John  Douglas,  made  Bishop 
of  Carlisle  in  1787,  and  removed  in  1791  to  Salis¬ 
bury,  where  he  remained  till  his  death  in  1807 ; 
Beilby  Porteus,  who  was  made  Bishop  of  Chester 
in  1776,  and  of  London  in  1787,  and  who  died  in 
1808;  Richard  Watson,  appointed  in  1782  to 
Llandaff,  over  which  see  he  continued  to  preside 
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Watson,  Bishop  of  Llandaff. 


till  1816,  when  he  died;  Thomas  Percy,  who  died 
in  1811,  Bishop  of  Dromore,  to  which  he  had 
been  promoted  in  1782;  Thomas  Lewis  O’Beirne, 
who  w'as  made  Bishop  of  Ossory  in  1796,  and  was 
translated  to  Meath  in  1798,  and  who  lived  till 
1823  ;  Samuel  Horsley,  who  was  raised  to  the  see 
of  St.  David’s  in  1788,  whence  he  w’as  transferred 
to  that  of  Rochester  in  1793,  and  to  that  of 
St.  Asaph  in  1802,  and  who  died  in  1806; 
George  Prettyman  (afterwards  Tomline),  made 
Bishop  of  Lincoln  in  1787,  and  translated  in  1820 
to  Winchester,  which  he  held  till  his  death  in 
1827  ;  George  Isaac  Huntingford,  who  was  made 
Bishop  of  Gloucester  in  1802,  and  was  translated 
to  Hereford  in  1815,  and  who  died  in  1832; 
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Tommne,  Bishop  of  Winchester. 

Thomas  Burgess,  raised  to  the  see  of  St.  David’s  in 
1803,  whence  he  was  transferred  to  that  of  Salis¬ 
bury  in  1825,  and  who  died  in  1837 ;  Herbert 
Marsh,  who  was  made  Bishop  of  Llandaff  in 
1816,  and  of  Peterborough  in  1819,  and  who  died 


Marsh,  Bishop  of  Petehbokouou. 


in  1839;  William  Van  Mildert,  who  was  made 
Bishop  of  Llandaff  in  1819,  and  translated  to 
Durham  in  1826,  and  whose  death  took  place  in 
1836;  and  William  Magee,  who  was  raised  to 
the  bishopric  of  Raphoe  in  1819,  and  to  the 
archbishopric  of  Dublin  in  1822,  and  who  died 
in  1831.  Not  more  than  two  or  three  of  these 
names  can  be  placed  in  a  high  class  of  intel¬ 
lectual  or  literary  merit ;  perhaps  the  ablest  man 
in  the  list  was  Horsley.  It  is  remarkable,  too, 
for  how  little  professional  literary  performance 
of  any  high  order  the  world  is  their  debtor :  the 
only  great  or  considerable  divines  among  them  are 
Archbishop  Magee  and  Bishop  Van  Mildert;  the 
generality  of  them  were  known  and  are  remem¬ 
bered  only  as  cultivators  in  rather  a  small  way  of 
criticism  and  the  belles  lettres,  grammarians  and 
commentators,  pamphleteers  and  political  speech- 
makers. 

The  liberality  of  parliament,  which,  during  the 
present  period,  improved  the  condition  of  the. 
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poorer  clergy  in  England  and  Ireland,  was  also 
extended  to  those  of  the  church  of  Scotland.  In 
1810  an  act  was  passed  for  augmenting  parochial 
stipends  in  certain  cases  in  that  country,  by  which 
an  annual  sum,  not  to  exceed  10,000/.,  was  allotted 
for  raising  all  livings  to  the  value  of  150/.  a-year, 
exclusive  of  manse,  or  parsonage-house,  and  glebe, 
and  a  further  sum  of  2000/.  to  raise  to  200/.  the 
money  incomes  of  certain  clergymen  (mostly  the 
ministers  of  what  are  called  the  second  livings  in 
several  of  the  burghs),  who  are  not  legally  entitled 
to  glebes  and  manses.  In  making  this  arrangement 
an  average  was  taken  of  the  value  of  all  the  poorer 
livings  for  the  preceding  seven  years;  and  such 
addition  from  the  bounty  was  assigned  to  each  as 
brought  it  up  to  the  amount  of  150/.  Of  943 
livings,  the  entire  number  in  the  establishment, 
208  were  found  to  be  under  that  value  ;  of  these  37 
receive  from  the  augmentation  fund  less  than  20/. 
each,  one  drawing  only  11^.  6d.;  17  receive  above 
100/.  each  annually,  the  augmentation  in  one  case 
being  no  less  than  138/.  2^.  6c/.,  the  former  stipend 
having  been  only  11/.  H.**.  6c/.  The  stipends, 
however,  being  for  the  greater  part  paid  in  grain, 
their  money  value  varies  with  the  rise  and  fall  of 
prices ;  and  we  believe  that,  in  consequence  of  the 
average  according  to  which  the  parliamentary 
allowance  was  fixed  having  been  deduced  from  a 
series  of  dear  years,  that  allowance  does  not  now 
generally  suffice  to  make  up  the  income  which  the 
act  professes  to  secure,  and  there  are  a  good  many 
livings  receiving  no  assistance  from  the  grant, 
which  yet  since  the  arrangement  was  made  have 
descended  below  the  specified  point  of  150/.  a- 
year. 

The  history  of  the  church  of  Scotland  for  the 
eighteen  or  twenty  years  comprised  in  the  present 
period  is  destitute  of  any  events  of  importance.  The 
two  parties,  popularly  called  the  Moderates  and  the 
Highflyers,  continued  to  pursue  their  contests  in 
the  General  Assembly  and  the  other  judicatories  ; 
the  former  for  the  most  part  in  alliance  with  the 
conservative  or  ministerial,  the  latter  with  the 
whig  or  opposition,  party  in  the  state ;  and  the 
two  comprehending  between  them  nearly  every 
man  in  the  church.  If  a  third  or  independent 
party,  or  anything  that  professed  to  be  such,  had 
as  yet  any  existence,  it  was  entirely  insignificant. 
Notwithstanding  the  temporary  dislocation  which 
it  received  from  the  interruption  of  its  usual  rela¬ 
tions  with  the  government  during  the  short  reign 
of  All  the  Talents  in  1806  and  1807,  the  Moderate 
party  continued  to  maintain  the  predominance 
which  it  had  acquired  under  Dr.  Robertson,  who 
had  been  succeeded  as  its  leader  by  Dr.  George 
Hill,  Principal  of  St.  Mary’s  College  in  the  uni¬ 
versity  of  St.  Andrew’s,  a  man  certainly,  limited 
as  was  the  sphere  in  which  his  talents  were  dis¬ 
played,  of  the  highest  endowments  for  the  post 
which  he  was  thus  called  to  occupy,  were  it  only 
for  his  rare  gift,  not  indeed  of  passionate  mob  elo¬ 
quence,  but  of  that  serene  and  luminous  oratory,  at 
once  dignified  and  persuasive,  by  which  real  busi- 
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ness  is  best  expounded  and  advanced,  and  in  which 
educated  minds  are  most  fitly  addressed.  When 
Dr.  Hill  retired  from  the  Assembly  about  the  year 
1816,  a  few  years  before  his  death,  the  leadership 
of  the  party  fell  to  the  late  Dr.  John  Inglis,  one  of 
the  ministers  of  Edinburgh,  also  a  man  of  remark¬ 
able  ability,  though  more  of  a  logical  than  a  rhe¬ 
torical  debater.  On  the  opposite  side,  at  the  close 
of  the  last  century,  the  chief  direction  of  affairs  had 
been  in  the  hands  of  Dr.  John  Erskine,  one  of  the 


Dll.  John  Erskine. 


ministers  of  the  High  Church,  Edinburgh,  and  as 
such  the  colleague  of  Dr.  Robertson,  wiih  whom 
his  friendly  intercourse  in  private  life  was  never 
interrupted  by  the  conspicuous  opposition  of  their 
politics  and  public  positions.  When  Dr.  Erskine 
died  at  a  venerable  age  in  1803,  or  perhaps  some 
years  before  that  event,  his  place  as  leader  of  the 
minority  in  the  Assembly  was  understood,  we  be¬ 
lieve,  to  be  assumed  by  the  late  Rev.  Sir  Henry 
Moncreiff  Wellwood,  bart.,  another  of  the  minis- 


Sm  Henry  Moncreiff. 


ters  of  Edinburgh,  whose  honesty  and  independence 
of  spirit  and  general  elevation  of  character  com¬ 
manded  universal  respect  during  a  long  life,  and 
to  whose  authority  on  all  points  belonging  to  the 
constitution  of  the  church  great  deference  was  paid 
by  his  party.  The  late  Dr.  Andrew  Thomson, 
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minister  of  St.  George’s  Church,  Edinburgh,  had 
also,  however,  before  the  close  of  the  present  period 
risen  to  a  foremost  place  on  the  same  side,  and  ac¬ 
quired  that  distinction  and  influence  in  the  Assem¬ 
bly  which  his  remarkable  debating  talents  would 
have  secured  for  him  in  any  theatre  of  popular 
eloquence  in  the  world. 

Throughout  the  whole  of  the  present  period,  as 
we  have  intimated,  the  state  of  parties  in  the  Scot¬ 
tish  church  continued  the  same  as  in  the  days  of 
Principal  Robertson;  that  is  to  say,  the  Moderate 
party  maintained  the  ascendancy  to  which  he  had 
raised  it,  and  their  opponents,  with  their  more 
popular  principles  and  professions,  and  their 
actually  greater  popularity,  remained  a  minority, 
it  might  be  said  a  fixed  and  hopeless  minority, 
in  the  church  courts.  In  our  own  day  the  pro¬ 
gress  of  events  had  reversed  this  order  of  things, 
and,  for  some  ten  or  twelve  years  before  the  late 
disruption,  the  popular  party,  composed  for  the 
most  part  of  the  clergymen  who  have  now  left  the 
establishment  and  set  up  a  new  church  for  them¬ 
selves,  had  formed  a  majority  in  the  General  As¬ 
sembly.  It  was  this  change  of  position  u’hich 
enabled  them  to  pass  their  Veto  Act  in  1834,  and 
to  follow  up  that  first  step  by  the  further  proceed¬ 
ings  which  speedily  involved  the  church  in  a  contest 
with  the  civil  courts,  and  ultimately  produced  the 
resignation  and  secession  that  have  recently  taken 
place  of  a  fourth  part  of  the  regular  parish  minis¬ 
ters,  besides  a  large  proportion  of  the  holders  of 
certain  newly  created  charges,  called  quoad  sacra 
parishes,  whom,  indeed,  in  the  view  of  strengthen¬ 
ing  themselves,  the  Veto  party,  since  they  had  got 
the  upper  hand,  had  called  in  to  seats  and  votes  in 
the  several  ecclesiastical  judicatories,  but  who,  as 
soon  as  the  matter  was  brought  into  question,  were 
found  to  have  no  right  to  places  there.  That  the 
course  thus  taken  by  the  church,  under  its  new 
guides  or  drivers,  was  a  deviation  from  that  which 
it  had  steadily  held  for  a  good  many  years  past, 
was  not  denied  by  those  who  urged  it,  and,  indeed, 
was  undeniable ;  but  they  have  always  asserted  and 
contended  that  it  was  nevertheless  in  perfect  con¬ 
formity  both  with  the  constitution  and  standards  of 
the  church,  and  also  with  the  principles  which  had 
always  been  held  and  professed  by  themselves  and 
their  party — proclaimed  and  invoked  by  them  on 
all  proper  occasions  while  they  were  a  minority 
and  an  opposition,  and  consistently  retained  after 
they  had  the  power  of  carrying  them  into  effect. 
For  example,  they  now  profess  themselves  opposed 
to  the  existence  of  lay  patronage  of  church  livings 
in  any  shape :  the  Veto  Act,  which  gave,  or  at¬ 
tempted  to  give,  to  the  people  in  every  parish  an 
absolute  and  discretionary  right  of  negativing  any 
presentation  to  the  cure  by  the  legal  lay  patron, 
was,  it  will  generally  be  thought,  pretty  well  for  a 
first  blow  at  the  system  of  patronage,  and  would 
hardly  have  required  a  second  to  effect  its  complete 
overthrow  if  a  little  more  time  had  been  allowed 
for  the  new  popular  power  to  organise  itself  and 
acquire  the  habit  of  effective  exercise ;  but,  be  that 
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as  it  may,  the  authors  and  supporters  of  the  Veto 
Act  have  since  generally  avowed  that  nothing  less 
than  the  entire  destruction  of  lay  patronage  is  what 
their  principles  demand ;  and  while  they  were  still 
in  the  church,  and  commanded  a  majority  in  the 
Assembly,  they  had  already  begun,  as  a  party,  to 
take  measures  for  the  accomplishment  of  that  object. 
A  large  section  of  them,  indeed,  had  for  some  time 
gone  the  length  of  denouncing  patronage  as  opposed, 
not  only  to  the  constitution  of  the  church,  but  to 
the  spirit  of  Christianity  and  the  word  of  God  itself 
—though  without,  it  is  true,  any  one  of  those  who 
had  entered  the  establishment  through  this  breach 
in  its  defences  feeling  bound  on  that  account  to 
retire  from  it  till  he  had  availed  himself  of  his  po¬ 
sition  to  do  it  all  the  mischief  that  he  could.  It  is 
curious  to  com.pare  with  all  this  the  conduct  and 
professions  of  the  same  party  at  so  late  a  date  as 
the  close  of  the  reign  of  George  III.,  or  of  the 
period  we  are  now  reviewing.  In  the  year  1818 
appeared  a  Life  of  Dr.  John  Erskine,  by  Sir  Henry 
Moncreiff  Wellwood,  with  an  appendix  containing 
an  elaborate  account  of  the  history  and  constitution 
of  the  Scottish  church,  in  which,  as  has  been  noticed 
above.  Sir  Henry  was  at  this  time  one  of  the  chiefs 
of  the  popular  party,  and  perhaps  the  man  to  whom 
more  than  to  any  other  they  looked  up  as  their  light 
and  oracle  on  all  constitutional  questions.  The  pre¬ 
sent  opponents  of  patronage  are  in  the  habit  of 
writing  and  talking  as  if  patronage  was  a  thing 
utterly  unknown  in  the  earliest  and  purest  age  of 
the  Scottish  church,  a  monstrous  novelty  derived 
from  prelatical  England,  and  first  imposed  by  act 
of  parliament  in  the  reign  of  Anne,  a  few  years 
after  the  Union.  “  Whatever  may  have  been 
said  to  the  contrary,”  writes  Sir  Henry,  with 
his  characteristic  honesty  and  frankness,  “  patron¬ 
age  was  certainly  in  use  down  to  the  latest  period 
before  the  Restoration  of  which  there  is  any  re¬ 
cord  of  the  proceedings  of  General  Assemblies 
and  he  quotes  several  acts  of  Assembly  in  proof  of 
this  fact,  which  indeed  nothing  but  the  grossest 
ignorance  or  unfairness  could  affect  to  doubt,  or 
attempt  to  suppress.  It  is  true,  as  he  states,  that 
patronage  was  from  the  Reformation  down  to  the 
Restoration  universally  regarded  as  a  grievance  by 
the  clergy ;  but  what  was  it  the  church  in  those 
days  of  primitive  purity  desired  to  substitute  for 
that  hated  mode  of  appointing  ministers  to  vacant 
benefices  ?  Was  it  either  any  plain  and  straight¬ 
forward  system  of  election  by  the  people,  or  the 
absolute  negative  for  any  reason  or  for  no  reason 
at  all,  the  sic  volo,  sic  jubeo,  stet  pro  ratione  vo¬ 
luntas,  of  the  Veto  Act?  Sir  Henry  shall  answer. 

“  These  acts,”  he  goes  on,  “  demonstrate  that  pa¬ 
tronage  was,  to  a  certain  extent,  still  in  use,  even 
at  that  period  of  the  church  which  has  been  com¬ 
monly  supposed  to  have  been  most  adverse  to  it. 
But  they  show  at  the  same  time  the  solicitude  of 
the  clergy  to  get  into  their  own  hands  the  com¬ 
mand  of  as  many  patronages  as  possible.  And  the 
truth  is,  that  at  this  time  neither  the  crown  nor  the 
subject-patrons  were  frequently  in  a  condition  to 

VOL.  .U'. - GEO.  III. 


resist  them.  The  presbyteries'  were,  in  a  great 
measure,  allowed  to  nominate  the  candidates  for 
vacant  parishes,  not  only  when  they  sent  lists  to 
the  crown,  but  in  other  cases.  The  candidates 
named  by  them  were  proposed  to  the  kirk-sessions, 
who,  in  each  case,  from  several  in  the  nomination, 
were  allow’ed  to  elect  one,  who  was  then  proposed 
to  the  congregation.  By  the  Directory  for  the  elec¬ 
tion  of  ministers  of  1649,  if  a.  majority  of  the  con¬ 
gregation  dissented,  they  were  to  give  their  reasons, 
of  which  the  presbytery  were  to  judge.  If  the 
presbytery  should  find  their  dissent  founded  on 
causeless  prejudices,  they  were,  notwithstanding, 
to  proceed  to  the  settlement  of  the  person  elected. 
And  there  is  a  clause  subjoined,  which  in  those 
times  would  apply  to  many  cases,  ‘  That,  where  the 
congregation  xvas  disaffected  or  malignant,  in 
that  case  the  presbytery  were  {hy  their  own  au¬ 
thority)  to  provide  the  parish  with  a  minister.’ 
Though  this  mode  seemed  to  give  weight  to  the 
clergy  only  in  the  first  nomination,  or  on  extraor¬ 
dinary  emergencies,  and  more  influence  to  the 
people  in  ordinary  cases,  it  is  evident  that  the 
clergy  had  still  the  chief  influence  in  the  ultimate 
decision,  as  well  as  in  the  selection  of  the  candi¬ 
dates.  For,  when  the  people  were  divided,  which 
very  generally  happened,  it  lay  with  the  church 
courts,  at  last,  to  determine  between  the  parties ; 
and  it  can  scarcely  be  supposed,  with  all  the  purity 
which  can  be  ascribed  to  the  intentions  of  the 
clergy,  that  the  candidate  who  had  most  favour 
among  them  was  often  rejected.”*  But,  imperfect 
and  ineffectual  as  he  thus  shows  the  apparent  right 
of  objection  enjoyed  by  the  people  before  the  Res¬ 
toration  to  have  been.  Sir  Henry  does  not  hesitate 
to  affirm  that  the  still  greater  limitation  of  that 
right  under  the  system  established  at  the  Revolu¬ 
tion  was  a  decided  improvement.  “  These  cir¬ 
cumstances,”  he  goes  on,  “  are  adverted  to,  be¬ 
cause  they  go  a  great  way  to  explain  the  provisions 
of  the  act  of  1690.  It  was  not  thought  expedient 
to  give  the  clergy  the  influence,  which,  in  what¬ 
ever  form  it  was  exercised,  they  really  possessed 
before  the  usurpation  of  Cromwell,  and  still  less  to 
place  any  power  in  the  great  body  of  the  people 
which  could  interfere  with  the  right  of  election. 
King  William’s  advisers  followed  a  middle  course 
between  these  extremes.  Though  their  arrange¬ 
ment  was  certainly  suggested  by  the  former  prac¬ 
tice,  it  was  in  a  great  measure  free  of  its  chief  dis¬ 
advantages.  In  place  of  the  presbytery  it  gave 
the  original  and  exclusive  nomination  to  the  heri¬ 
tors  and  elders.  The  person  nominated  was  then 
indeed  to  be  proposed  to  the  congregation,  who 
might  approve  or  disapprove, /o?-  rea  ons  shown 
and  substantiated  ;  but  who  had  no  power  of  re¬ 
jection,  without  substantiating  reasons,  which  the 
presbytery,  and  (on  appeal)  the  superior  courts, 

•  Account  of  the  Life  and  Writings  of  John  Erskine,  D.D.,  late 
one  of  the  ministers  of  Edinlmrgh  :  by  Sir  Uenry  Moncreilf  Well- 
wood,  Bart.,  D  D.  8vo.  Edinburgh,  1818,  pp  ■430,  431.  This  state¬ 
ment  entirely  accords  with  lire  accounts  we  have  given  in  Piet.  Ilist. 
of  England,  iii.  444,  490;  and  iv.  631,  632,  648;  and  Piet.  Ilist.  of 
Geo.  Ill,  i.  523-326. 
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were  to  pronounce  sufficient ;  at  rolwse.  judgment 
the  cause  was  to  he  ordered  and  concluded.  But 
no  majority  of  the  congregation  was  mentioned,  as 
in  the  Directory  of  1649,  who  might,  for  reasons 
shown,  disapprove,  though  they  had  not  a  right  of 
election.  Each  individual  parishioner  might  give 
his  reasons  of  dissent  from  the  judgment  of  the  pres¬ 
bytery,  a  regulation  which,  though  apparently  as 
popular,  was  in  its  practical  effect  a  very  different 
thing  from  the  voice  of  a  recognised  majority.”  * 
Does  this  leader  of  the  popular  party,  then,  in 
1818,  or  did  the  church  in  the  vaunted  era  of 
purity  and  freedom  between  the  re-establishment 
of  presbytery  at  the  Revolution  and  the  rc-imposi- 
tion  of  lay  patronage  in  the  end  of  the  reign  of 
Anne,  hold,  with  their  soi-disant  modern  followers 
and  representatives,  that  any  other  mode  of  ap¬ 
pointing  clergymen  than  by  the  election  of  the 
people  is  forbidden  by  the  word  of  God  ?  Let  us 
hear.  “  There  does  not  appear,”  says  Sir  Henry, 
“during  the  whole  interval  from  1690  to  1712, 
the  least  vestige  of  a  doctrine,  so  much  contended 
for  at  a  later  period,  which  asserted  a  dh'ine  right 
in  the  people,  individually  or  collectively,  to  elect 
the  parish  ministers.  In  all  the  questions  before 
the  General  Assemblies  w'ith  regard  to  the  settle¬ 
ment  of  parishes  there  is  no  claim  to  this  effect 
either  asserted  or  pretended  ;  nor  does  there  appear 
to  have  been,  in  any  single  instance,  an  opposition 
to  the  execution  of  the  Act  1690  on  any  principle 
of  this  kind.  'Whatever  have  b'een  the  disadvan¬ 
tages  of  the  Act  1712,  they  did  not  originate  in  its 
contradiction  to  any  supposed  claim  of  divine  right, 
which,  at  the  time  of  this  enactment,  although  there 
might  be  private  opinions  of  individuals  in  its 
favour,  was  neither  avow'edly  asserted  nor  con¬ 
ceded.”!  “  It  is  well  known,”  he  adds,  “  how' 
keenly  this  doctrine  was  brought  forward  at  a  later 
period,  and  how  much  more  mischief  it  produced 
than  any  principle  involved  in  it  would  have  natu¬ 
rally  led  dispassionate  men  to  anticipate.”  The 
allusion  here  is  to  the  movement  which  in  1732 — 
exactly  a  century  before  the  6rst  introduction  of  the 
modern  Veto  project — issued  in  the  former  secession, 
led  by  Ebenezer  Erskine.  j  The  agitation  of  the  mat¬ 
ter  had  commenced  only  some  seven  or  eight  years 
before  it  brought  about  this  result.  After  having 
observed  “  that  even  the  directory  of  1649,  though 
sometimes  appealed  to,  did  not  give  the  election  of 
ministers  to  heads  of  families,  or  to  those  who  have 
since  been  called //(e  Christian  -people  f'  and  “that 
all  the  overtures  [propositions  made  to  the  Assem¬ 
bly]  on  the  subject  from  1712  to  1723  are  sub¬ 
stantially  founded  on  the  act  1690,  though  in  some 
of  them  a  more  popular  language  is  employed  than 
in  others;”  Sir  Henry  ])roceeds  to  state  that  from 
1  725  to  1732  the  proceedings  of  tlie  Assembly  began 
to  assume  a  different  character  :  “  From  this  time,” 
lie  says,  “  it  is  quite  clear  that  there  is  a  party 
contending  for  jioinilar  election  in  the  settlement  of 
ministers;  that  is,  for  an  election  by  the.  heads  of 
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families,  as  well  as  by  heritors  and  elders  ;  in  op¬ 
position  both  to  the  law  of  patronage  and  the  prac¬ 
tice  established  under  the  act  1690.’’*  And  in 
opposition  also,  he  might  have  added,  to  the  system 
of  1649,  as  he  had  just  shown.  The  doctrine  of 
Erskine,  as  laid  down  in  his  sermon  preached  at 
Stirling,  on  the  4th  of  June,  1732,  and  immedi¬ 
ately  after  published,  was,  in  his  own  words,  “  that 
those  professed  preshyterians  who  thrust  men  upon 
congregations,  without  and  contrary  to  the  free 
choice  their  great  King  had  allowed  them,  were 
guilty  of  an  attempt  to  jostle  Christ  out  of  his  go¬ 
vernment,  and  to  take  it  on  their  own  shoulders.” 
This  doctrine,  which  has  been  adopted  almost  in 
terms  by  the  most  considerable  section  of  the  new 
secession.  Sir  Henry  Moncreiff  denies  to  have 
been  held  or  practised  by  the  Scottish  church  at 
any  period  since  the  Revolution,  or  to  be  even  re- 
concileable  to  the  language  of  General  Assemblies 
at  any  time  before.  “Tire  First  Book  of  Disci¬ 
pline!  had,  indeed,”  he  observes  in  a  note, 
“  placed  the  election  of  pastors  in  the  people  at 
large.  But,  when  the  points  not  sufficiently  di¬ 
gested  there  were  corrected  and  new  modelled  in 
the  Second  Book  of  Discipline,]  the  election  of 
pastors  is  declared  to  be  ‘  by  the  judgment  of  the 
eldership  (that  is,  of  the  presbytery)  and  the  con¬ 
sent  of  the  congregation  ;’  this  language  signifying, 
according  to  all  the  laws  and  usage  which  followed, 
the  right  of  the  people  either  to  give  their  consent, 
or  to  state  and  substantiate  their  objections,  of 
which  the  presbytery  were  to  judge.  The  people 
were  not  the  electors,  even  by  this  rule;  and, 
though  it  gave  more  power  to  the  presbyteries  than 
was  ever  afterwards  conceded  to  them,  it  gave  the 
people  exactly  the  same  place  which  the  language 
of  the  church,  both  in  early  and  later  times,  uni¬ 
formly  assigned  them.’'§ 

So  much  for  the  views  held  by  this  eminent 
authority  as  to  the  original  constitution  and  funda¬ 
mental  principles  of  the  Scottish  establishmeiit. 
What  he  has  left  on  record  of  his  opinions  and 
sentiments  as  to  the  position  in  which  the  patronage 
question  stood  in  his  day,  and  the  course  which  it 
had  become  expedient  to  follow  in  regard  to  it,  is 
equally  curious  when  considered  in  connexion  u  ith 
what  has  since  taken  place.  “  The  great  majority 
of  the  church,”  writes  Sir  Henry,  in  bringing  his 
historical  deduction  to  a  close,  “are  convinced  that 
the  system  of  patronage,  so  long  resisted  in  the 
church  courts,  is  at  last  completely  established. 
Even  many  of  those  individuals  who  held  a  different 
doctrine  thirty  or  forty  years  ago  do  not  think  it 
expedient,  in  die  present  times,  to  revive  a  contro¬ 
versy  which  such  a  long  scries  of  decisions  in  the 
supreme  court  is  held  to  have  settled.  It  appears 
to  them  that,  at  this  distance  of  time,  the  revival  of 
the  controversy  would  not  only  contribute  nothing 
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to  lessen  the  evils  which  they  still  impute  to  the 
system  w  hich  has  been  so  long  acted  upon,  but  that, 
without  any  real  advantage  to  the  country,  it  would 
aggravate  the  difficulties  which  occur  in  effectuating 
the  induction  of  individual  presentees,  and  add 
greatly  to  the  irritations  which  serve  so  much  to 
distract  and  to  divide  the  people.”*  And  again: 
“  The  controversies  relating  to  patronage  are  cer¬ 
tainly  now,  in  a  great  measure,  at  an  end.  And, 
whether  the  policy  ultimately  adopted  by  the  church 
has  been  agreeable  or  contrary  to  its  original  con¬ 
stitution,  or  is  at  last  to  be  considered  as  wise  or 
impolitic,  the  whole  weight  of  government  being 
uniformly  given  to  the  ruling  party,  it  would  now 
be  equally  unwise  and  inexpedient  to  disturb  the 
decisions  of  more  than  half  a  century,  and  to  agi¬ 
tate  the  country  anew  by  controversies  which,  with 
the  influence  of  government  on  one  side,  would 
always  have  the  same  termination. ”t  Between 
the  time  at  which  this  was  written  and  published, 
it  is  true,  and  the  revival  of  the  agitation  against 
patronage,  some  of  the  chief  circumstances  from 
which  both  the  inexpediency  and  hopelessness  of 
that  attempt  are  inferred  by  Sir  Henry  had  given 
place  to  quite  another  state  of  things.  Among  the 
many  other  changes  which  followed  the  breaking 
up  in  1831  of  the  Tory  regime,  which  may  be  said 
to  have  subsisted  for  the  preceding  fifty  years  (for 
the  brief  occupation  of  place  by  the  Whigs  in  1806 
and  1807,  under  a  hostile  court,  made  no  real  in¬ 
terruption  of  this  system),  one  was  the  disseverance 
of  the  old  confederacy,  or  connexion  of  mutual  con¬ 
fidence  and  support,  between  the  Moderate  party 
in  the  Scottish  church  and  the  king’s  government. 
The  new  administration  certainly  did  not  give  any 
direct  countenance  or  encouragement  to  the  demand 
for  the  abolition  of  patronage ;  but  its  natural  al¬ 
liance  was  with  the  side  of  the  church  which  was 
more  or  less  favourable  to  that  project,  which  it 
therefore  could  not  help  aiding  and  promoting  in 
eflect,  however  unintentionally  or  reluctantly.  The 
day,  at  any  rate,  was  now  gone  by  in  which  the 
whole  weight  or  influence  of  government  was  uni¬ 
formly  given  to  the  party  that  steadily  and  system¬ 
atically  supported  patronage.  Besides,  the  spirit 
of  the  time,  which  w-as  calling  out  in  all  directions 
for  the  extension  of  the  popular  power,  had  not 
been  without  effect  upon  this  question  of  patronage 
in  the  Church  of  Scotland ;  a  movement  in  the 
matter  had  been  commenced  some  years  before  by 
a  society  established  in  Ediirburgh  for  the  purchase 
of  patronages  or  advowsons,  with  a  view  to  their 
being  eventually  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  pa¬ 
rishioners  ;  and,  although  the  operations  of  this 
body  had  not  been  very  brilliant,  and  it  bad  at¬ 
tracted  but  little  notice  or  support,  yet  both  among 
laity  and  clergy  some  attention  to  the  subject  had 
been  generally  re-aw'akened,  and  the  vague  feeling, 
which  had  been  sometimes  rising  and  spreading, 
sometimes  subsiding  again  and  dying  away,  W'as 
soon  blown  into  an  eager  and  pretty  widely  diffused 
desire  for  the  repeal  or  modification  of  the  existing 
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law,  when  the  commotion  of  reform  or  change  in 
all  things,  excited  by  the  grand  ministerial  war-cry 
of  parliamentary  reform,  began  to  fill  the  air.  But 
the  opposition  to  patronage  would  still  probably 
have  tailed  to  obtain  the  ascendancy  in  the  General 
Assembly,  even  under  these  favourable  circum¬ 
stances,  if  it  had  not  been  for  another  change 
which  had  taken  place  in  the  state  of  the  church 
since  Sir  Henry  Moncreiff  wrote  what  has  been 
quoted  above.  Those  clergymen,  both  leaders  and 
subordinate  members,  of  the  popular  party,  of 
whom  he  speaks,  who  had  for  thirty  or  forty  years 
gone  along  with  their  opponents  in  supporting  the 
law  of  patronage,  and  who,  whatever  might  have 
been  their  original  opinions,  could  not,  after  so 
long  an  acquiescence,  have  with  any  decency  stood 
forth  as  its  assailants,  had  now  all,  or  almost  all, 
given  place  to  another  generation  not  so  pledged  or 
committed ;  but  many  of  w'hom,  on  the  contrary, 
fresh  from  their  college  debating  clubs,  had  come 
into  the  church  courts  with  no  other  notions  of 
either  the  practice  or  the  principles  of  ecclesiastical 
polity,  or  polity  of  any  kind,  than  what  they  had 
been  naturally  impressed  with  by  the  general  inno¬ 
vating  and  democratic  spirit  of  the  day.  The  end 
of  their  pilotage  of  the  vessel  of  the  church,  accord¬ 
ingly,  has  been  as  instructive  as  such  attempts 
usually  are  :  the  confident  anticipations  and  assur¬ 
ances  with  which  they  entered  upon  their  new  course 
have  been  wholly  falsified  by  the  event ;  instead  of 
the  Veto  Act  having,  as  they  promised  it  would  do, 
brought  new  power  and  prosperity  to  the  establish¬ 
ment,  it  has  well  nigh  blown  it  into  the  air.  If, 
indeed,  their  real  intention  was  revolution,  or  de¬ 
struction,  and  not  reform,  they  have  been  more 
successful. 

Nothing  was  done  during  this  period  to  remove 
the  political  disabilities  of  the  Protestant  dis¬ 
senters  ;  the  grand  question  of  the  Test  and  Corpo¬ 
ration  Acts  was  never  even  discussed  in  parlia¬ 
ment  ;  but  some  greater  security  was  given  to  the 
freedom  of  public  worship,  and  certain  antiquated 
restrictions  and  liabilities,  which,  although  they 
had  fallen  practically  into  desuetude  and  almost 
into  oblivion,  might  yet  be  thought  to  be  offensive 
and  insulting,  were  removed  from  the  statute-book. 
On  the  other  hand,  however,  an  attempt  was  also 
made  to  narrow  the  limits  of  the  liberty  which  had 
in  modern  times,  been  conceded  to  the  teaching  of 
religious  doctrines  different  from  those  inculcated 
by  the  established  church.  On  the  29th  of  April, 
1811,  Viscount  Sidmouth,  in  the  House  of  Lords, 
announced  his  intention  of  bringing  in  a  bill  to 
render  more  efficient  the  acts  of  the  1  Will,  and 
Mary  c.  18,  and  the  19  Geo.  HI-  c.  44,  in  so  far 
as  they  related  to  Protestant  dissenting  ministers, 
with  the  view,  as  he  said,  of  correcting  some  existing 
abuses,  which  he  held  to  be  not  only  inconsistent 
with  the  due  interpretation  and  meaning  of  those 
acts,  but  with  their  real  and  most  important  ob¬ 
jects.  On  the  9th  of  May,  accordingly,  he  brought 
forward  his  proposed  measure,  and  explained  its 
design  and  provisions.  By  the  act  of  the  19th  of 
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Geo.  III.,  amending  that  of  the  1st  of  Will,  and 
Mary,  commonly  called  the  Toleration  Act,  dis¬ 
senting  ministers  or  preachers,  in  order  to  their 
being  entitled  to  the  exemptions  conferred  by  the 
Toleration  Act,  were  required,  in  lieu  of  subscrip¬ 
tion  to  certain  of  the  Thirty-nine  Articles,  merely 
to  make  a  declaration  of  their  being  Christians  and 
Protestants,  and  of  their  general  belief  fn  the 
Scriptures.  But  the  question  was,  who  were  the 
persons  entitled  to  the  benefits  conferred  by  the 
legislature  upon  this  condition.  In  both  acts  they 
were  described  as  persons  dissenting  from  the 
Church  of  England,  in  holy  orders,  or  pretended 
holy  orders,  or  pretending  to  holy  orders,  and  being 
preachers  or  teachers  of  any  congregation  of  dis¬ 
senting  Protestants.  The  mode  that  had  come  to 
be  pursued  in  the  matter.  Lord  Sidmouth  stated, 
was,  “  that  any  person,  however  depraved,  how¬ 
ever  ignorant  and  illiterate,  whether  descending 
from  a  chimney  or  a  pillory,  if  he  appeared  at  the 
quarter  sessions  and  claimed  to  take  the  oath  of 
allegiance  to  his  sovereign  and  that  against  popery, 
and  made  the  necessary  declaration  provided  by 
the  19t,h  of  Geo.  III.,  was  entitled  to  and  could 
demand  a  certificate,  although  there  was  no  proof 
of  his  fitness  to  preach,  or  of  his  having  any  con¬ 
gregation  requiring  his  ministerial  services.” 
Bating  the  passion  or  rhetorical  colouring  of  this 
statement,  it  was  a  correct  account  of  the  existing 
practice ;  but  from  the  largeness  or  vagueness  of 
the  terms  employed  in  the  two  acts  it  might  be 
fairly  inferred  that,  loose  or  liberal  as  this  practical 
interpretation  of  them  might  be  thought,  it  scarcely 
went  beyond  the  intentions  of  the  legislature,  which 
pretty  evidently  were  that,  provided  security  were 
given  that  the  privilege  would  not  be  abused  to 
the  public  preaching  of  sedition  or  absolute  infi¬ 
delity,  no  obstruction  should  be  placed  in  the  way 
of  any  person  who  chose  taking  upon  himself  the 
function  and  character  of  a  dissenting  minister  or 
religious  teacher.  Lord  Sidmouth,  however,  thought 
otherwise.  Some  of  the  immunities,  he  observed, 
granted  by  the  two  acts  threw  a  burthen  upon  the 
rest  of  the  community.  Down  to  1802,  for  in¬ 
stance,  one  of  those  immunities  had  been  an  ex¬ 
emption  from  military  service;  and  still  persons 
licensed  under  the  two  acts  as  dissenting  preachers 
enjoyed  an  exemption  from  serving  on  juries  and 
from  other  civil  duties  which  were  imposed  upon 
the  generality  of  their  fellow-subjects.  The  acts, 
he  also  mentioned,  had  been  differently  understood 
in  different  counties;  in  Devon,  Buckingham,  and 
Norfolk,  the  certificate  or  licence  continued  to  be 
granted  or  refused  at  the  discretion  of  the  magis¬ 
trates.  From  all  this  he  inferred  the  necessity  of 
the  descri])tion  of  persons  entitled  to  be  licensed 
being  more  strictly  defined,  and  also  of  a  consider¬ 
able  limitation  being  put  upon  the  right.  The  bill 
proposed  to  restrict  the  licence  under  the  acts  to 
persons  cither  having  been  actually  appointed  or 
admitted  to  be  ministers  of  separate  congregations 
of  dissenting  Protestants,  duly  certified  and  re¬ 
corded  or  icgistcrcd  according  to  law,  or  who 
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should  be  recommended  by  at  least  six  household¬ 
ers  belonging  to  some  one  such  recognised  congre¬ 
gation.  The  measure,  however,  excited  a  ferment 
of  opposition  among  the  dissenters  as  soon  as  its 
nature  came  to  be  understood.  When  Lord  Sid¬ 
mouth  moved  the  second  reading  on  the  11  th,  both 
Lord  Stanhope  and  Lord  Grey  urged  the  post¬ 
ponement  of  the  motion  for  a  few  days,  that  there 
might  be  time  for  the  numerous  classes  of  persons 
who  conceived  their  interests  to  be  affected  by  the 
provisions  of  the  bill  to  petition  the  House.  Earl 
Grosvenor,  however,  on  the  other  hand,  approved 
of  the  principle  of  the  proposed  change,  and 
thought  it  would  tend  both  to  strengthen  the  esta¬ 
blished  church  and  to  make  religion  in  general 
more  respectable  and  more  respected.  Lord 
Redesdale,  acknowledging  that  the  bill  certainly 
seemed  greatly  to  agitate  the  public  mind,  observed 
that  a  measure  framed  upon  similar  principles, 
which  had  been  proposed  by  himself  some  years 
before  in  the  House  of  Commons,  had  appeared  to 
meet  with  general  approbation.  The  motion  for 
the  second  reading  was  ultimately  deferred  till  the 
21st,  and  then  it  gave  rise  to  a  long  debate.  Be¬ 
fore  Lord  Sidmouth  rose.  Lord  Liverpool,  as  the 
representative  of  the  government,  admitting  the 
good  intentions  with  which  his  noble  friend  had 
moved  in  the  matter,  and  only  lamenting  that 
the  real  object  and  tendency  of  the  bill  had  been 
so  much  misconceived,  and  that  so  much  agitation 
and  alarm  had  prevailed  respecting  it  since  it  had 
been  brought  before  the  House,  suggested  the  ex¬ 
pediency,  in  the  circumstances,  of  its  being  with¬ 
drawn.  liord  Sidmouth,  however,  declined  to 
accede  to  this  request.  About  five  hundred  peti¬ 
tions  against  the  bill  w’ere  then  presented  by  Earl 
Stanhope,  Lord  Holland,  the  Earl  of  Lauderdale, 
the  Earl  of  Moira,  Earl  Grey,  the  Earl  of  Rosslyn, 
Lord  Erskine,  the  Marquess  of  Lansdowne,  and 
other  peers.  One,  it  was  stated,  was  signed  by 
above  4000  persons.  In  the  speech  with  which 
he  introduced  his  motion  Lord  Sidmouth  went  at 
some  length  into  an  explanation  and  defence  of  the 
bill.  As  an  illustration  of  the  abuses  that  prevailed 
under  the  existing  practice  he  stated  a  case  that 
had  come  before  the  magistrates  of  Stafford,  where 
a  man  who  Could  not  read  or  write  had  applied  for 
a  certificate.  “  One  of  the  magistrates  inquired 
if  he  could  sign  his  name  :  his  reply  w'as,  he  did 
not  come  there  to  write.  The  magistrate  told  him, 
if  he  would  read  the  act  he  would  find  what  w'as 
required,  and  he  asked  him  to  read  aloud  :  to  this 
the  ajjplicant  answered,  he  did  not  come  there  to 
read.  He  was  then  interrogated  if  he  could  write. 
His  reply  was,  No;  he  was  not  ashamed  to  own  it. 
Gould  he  read?  No.  The  magistrate  observed 
how  improper  it  was  fur  him  to  claim  this  certi¬ 
ficate,  who  could  not  read  the  Bible,  the  doctrines 

of  which  he  was  about  to  preach . To  this  the 

other,  with  an  unblushing  countenance,  replied 
that  the  magistrate  knew  nothing  of  inspiration.” 
The  man  got  his  certificate.  In  sitting  down, 
however,  his  lordship  observed  that,  seeing  the 
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hostility  or  indifference  of  the  government,  and 
the  disposition  that  prevailed  against  the  bill,  he 
did  not  expect  that  it  would  pass.  The  Archbishop 
of  Canterbury,  for  his  own  part,  thought  the  mea¬ 
sure  a  good  one,  but  of  much  more  importance  to 
the  dissenters  than  to  the  established  church ;  and 
therefore,  “  as  the  dissenters,  who  at  first  approved 
of  the  bill,  it  now  appeared,  differed  from  it,  he 
considered  it  to  be  unwise  and  impolitic  to  press 
it  against  their  inclination  or  consent.”  Lord 
Erskine  affirmed  that  the  numerous  petitions  which 
had  been  that  night  presented  against  the  hill  were 
but  a  tenth  part  of  the  number  that  would  be 
poured  into  the  House  if  time  were  afforded  for 
their  transmission  from  the  remoter  parts  of  the 
country.  It  was,  he  declared,  a  mistake  to  sup¬ 
pose,  as  had  been  asserted  by  the  mover  of  the 
bill,  that  itinerant  preachers  or  probationers,  by 
subscribing  the  declaration  and  taking  out  the 
licence,  became  exempted  from  parochial  offices. 

“  There  could  be  no  doubt  in  the  minds  of  magis¬ 
trates  on  this  subject,  and  a  single  mandamus  in 
the  court  of  King’s  Bench  would  decide  the  matter 
at  once  and  for  ever.”  Lord  Erskine  moved  that 
the  bill  be  read  a  second  time  that  day  six  months. 
Lord  Holland  and  Earl  Stanhope  also  spoke  at 
considerable  length  and  with  much  animation 
against  the  measure.  Earl  Grey,  in  answer  to 
what  had  been  said  about  persons  obtaining  ex¬ 
emptions  from  the  militia  improperly  by  taking 
out  licences  to  preach,  observed  that  this  v,'as  im¬ 
possible,  as  by  an  act  passed  in  1802  no  person 
was  entitled  to  be  so  exempted  unless  he  was  the 
minister  of  a  separate  congregation.  “  Nor  was 
that  alone  sufficient.  The  party  applying  was  re¬ 
stricted  from  following  any  trade,  that  of  a  school¬ 
master  excepted.  These  regulations  were  most 
minutely  adhered  to  both  in  the  general  and  local 
militia ;  and,  much  as  he  objected  to  the  bill,  he 
would  be  content  to  withdraw  his  opposition  if  the 
noble  viscount  could  show  him  a  single  instance 
since  the  act  of  1802  where  exemption  had  been 
obtained  improperly  by  a  dissenter.”  His  lord- 
shi})  afterwards  referred  to  certain  returns  on  the 
table  of  the  House,  from  which  it  appeared  that 
the  whole  number  of  persons  who  had  been  licensed 
for  the  last  forty-eight  years  amounted  to  3618,  or 
about  TT  annually  on  an  average]  tliat  for  the  last 
twelve  years  the  number  had  been  1173,  or  about 
97  annually;  and  that  for  the  six  years  from  1802 
to  1808  the  number  had  been  963,  or  about  160 
per  annum.  From  this  account  Lord  Grey  inferred 
that  neither  the  actual  number  nor  the  increase  of 
persons  availing  themselves  of  the  law  which  it 
was  now'  desired  to  modify  justified  that  proposed 
interference.  In  the  end  the  amendment  was 
carried  without  a  division,  and  the  bill  was  conse¬ 
quently  lost.  _  .  , 

In  this  same  session,  on  the  21st  of  March,  a 
few  weeks  before  Lord  Sidmouth  began  his  abor¬ 
tive  attempt,  Earl  Stanhope  had  presented  to  the 
lAirds  a  short  bill  entitled  ‘  For  the  better  securing 
Liberty  of  Conscience.’  He  had,  it  appears,  pro¬ 


OF  RELIGION.  613 

posed  it  on  a  previous  evening  as  a  rider  to  the 
Mutiny  Bill.  The  measure,  how'ever,  does  not 
seem  to  have  been  farther  proceeded  with  that 
year.  But  in  the  next  session,  on  the  2iid  of  June, 
1812,  his  lordship  brought  forward  a  new  bill 
“  For  the  relief  of  certain  members  of  the  Church 
of  England  and  others  from  the  operation  of  cer¬ 
tain  unjust  penalties  and  disabilities,”  which  was 
then  read  a  first  time,  and  the  second  reading  of 
which  his  lordship  moved  on  the  3rd  of  July. 
He  explained  that  it  did  not  touch  either  the  Test 
and  Corporation  Acts,  or  the  question  of  what  was 
called  Catholic  Emancipation;  “the  object  of  it 
merely  being  to  prevent  persons  from  incurring 
any  disability  on  account  of  their  religious  opi¬ 
nions,  with  a  proviso  to  prevent  religious  opinions 
from  being  made  the  stalking-horse  for  exciting 
disorder.”  It  appears  to  have  been  a  measure  of 
the  same  kind  with  that  brought  forward  by  his 
lordship  in  1789,  of  which  an  ample  account  is 
given  in  our  last  Book.*  To  show  the  absurdity 
and  injustice  of  the  penalties  exigible  under  the 
old  statutes  from  persons  not  going  to  church,  he 
now  remarked  that  it  had  become  physically  im¬ 
possible  for  a  large  proportion  of  his  majesty’s 
subjects  to  go  to  church,  inasmuch  as  it  appeared 
from  returns  lately  printed  by  order  of  the  House 
that  there  were  4,000,000  more  people  in  England 
than  all  the  churches  of  the  establishment  could 
contain.  “The  subject  of  uniformity,”  we  are 
told,  “  his  lordship  illustrated  by  an  anecdote  of 
the  chapel  clock  with  four  faces  in  Vere-street,  near 
Cavendish-square,  to  which,  on  passing  one  day, 
he  looked  up  to  see  the  hour,  and  observed  that 
on  one  of  the  faces  it  was  five  o’clock  ;  but,  having 
an  angular  view',  he  saw  that  the  second  face 
pointed  at  a  quarter  past  five:  thinking  this  very 
odd,  he  looked  at  the  third  face,  and  found  that  to 
point  at  half-past  five ;  this  was  odder  still :  he 
looked  at  the  fourth  face,  and  this  was  three  quar¬ 
ters  past  five.”  If  this  anecdote  was  intended  to 
insinuate  that  the  uniformity  assumed  by  the  law 
to  exist  in  the  established  church  w'as  in  reality  no 
uniformity  at  all,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  matters 
have  since  improved  in  that  respect,  as  well  as 
with  the  clock  at  Vere-street  Chapel.  Another 
remark  which  his  lordship  made  upon  the  same 
head  was,  that  the  variations  between  the  Book  of 
Common  Prayer  as  printed  at  Oxford  and  as 
printed  at  Cambridge  amounted  to  above  4000. 
Nobody  seems  to  have  thought  it  worth  while  to 
answer  Stanhope  ;  but,  when  the  question  was  put 
to  the  vote,  the  bill  was  thrown  out  by  a  majority 
of  31  to  10.  Upon  this  Lord  Holland  asked  if  it 
was  to  be  understood  that  nothing  was  to  be  done 
by  the  government  with  regard  to  the  disabilities 
under  which  the  dissenters  laboured  ;  since  in  that 
case  he  should  himself  feel  it  his  duty  to  submit 
some  proposition  to  the  House  on  the  subject.  In 
reply  Lord  Liverpool  declared  himself  thoroughly 
convinced  that  some  alteration  of  the  existing  laws 
was  absolutely  necessary ;  and  he  added  that  the 
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subject  had  engaged  the  most  serious  attention  of 
tlie  cabinet,  and  that,  notwithstanding  the  many 
difficulties  that  were  to  be  overcome,  he  hoped  to 
be  able  in  the  course  of  a  few  days  to  bring  forward 
a  hill  which  should  remedy  the  evils  complained 
of.  On  the  10th  of  the  same  month,  accordingly. 
Lord  Castlereagh,  in  the  Commons,  moved  for  and 
obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  “  to  repeal  certain 
acts,  and  amend  other  acts,  relating  to  religious 
worship  and  assemblies,  and  persons  teaching  or 
preaching  therein.”  One  leading  object  of  this 
measure  was  to  remove  all  doubts  as  to  the  right 
of  persons  professing  to  be  desirous  of  officiating 
as  dissenting  religious  teachers  to  obtain  certificates 
entitling  them  to  act  in  that  capacity.  The  bill 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time  without  opposi¬ 
tion,  and  when  it  came  to  the  third  reading,  on 
the  20th,  Mr.  William  Smith,  the  chief  leader  of 
the  dissenting  interest  in  the  Flouse,  expressed  the 
gratification  he  felt  at  the  evidence  thus  afforded 
of  the  increasing  liberality  of  the  times.  “  The 
Toleration  Act,”  he  observed,  “had  been  formerly 
construed  by  the  magistrates  as  enabling  them,  at 
their  discretion,  to  refuse  qualifications,  instead  of 
confining  exemptions  within  the  bounds  of  the  law. 
A  noble  lord  (Sidmouth)  had  attempted  to  rectify 
by  his  bill  the  misconstructions  which  had  taken 
place,  but  that  bill  gave  great  alarm  to  the  dis¬ 
senters  in  general.  He  must,  however,  perfectly 
acquit  the  noble  lord  of  any  hostile  feelings  towards 
the  dissenters,  and  was  sure  that  he  meant  his  bill 
for  their  good,  but  they  differed  in  opinion  from 
his  lordship  as  to  the  probable  effects  of  it.  He 
thought  that  the  present  bill  would  remove  the 
practical  evils  which  the  dissenters  had  to  com¬ 
plain  of,  although  it  did  not  recognise  the  great 
principle  which  they  maintained,  that  the  civil 
magistrate  had  no  right  to  interfere  in  matters  of 
religious  opinion,  and  that  every  man  was  to  pro¬ 
fess  or  promulgate  any  religious  opinions  provided 
he  did  not  disturb  the  public  peace.”  The  bill, 
which  passed  through  all  its  stages  in  both  Houses 
without  opposition,  and  became  the  statute  52 
Geo.  HI.  c.  155,  besides  settling  the  question  as 
to  the  right  of  dissenters  to  be  licensed  as  religious 
teachers,  entirely  repealed  the  13  and  14  Car.  II. 
c.  1,  by  which  penalties  were  imposed  upon 
Quakers  and  others  who  should  refuse  to  take 
oaths  ;  the  17  Car.  H.  c.  2,  known  as  the  Five- 
Mile  Act,  and  by  which  also  all  persons  were 
prohibited,  upon  pain  of  fine  and  imprisonment, 
from  teaching  schools,  unless  they  should  be 
licensed  by  the  ordinarj',  and  should  have  sub¬ 
scribed  a  declaration  of  conformity  to  the  liturgy, 
and  should  reverently  frequent  divine  worship  in 
the  established  church  ;  and  the  22  Car.  II.  c.  1, 
commonly  called  the  Conventicle  Act.*  In  lieu 
of  these  old  restraints  it  enacted  simply  that  dis¬ 
senting  places  of  woiship  should  be  registered  in 
the  bishop’s  or  archdeacon’s  court;  that  they  must 
not  be  locked,  bolted,  or  barred  during  the  time  of 
divine  service ;  and  that  the  preachers  or  teachers 
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must  be  licensed  according  to  the  19  Geo.  III.  c. 
44.  These  conditions  being  complied  with,  the 
persons  officiating  in,  or  resorting  to,  such  places 
of  worship  were  declared  entitled  to  all  the  benefits 
of  the  Toleration  Act ;  and  the  disturbance  of  their 
assemblies  was  made  a  punishable  ofi'ence. 

This  measure,  however,  although  it  satisfied  the 
dissenters  themselves,  was  far  from  satisfying  their 
great  volunteer  champion  in  the  House  of  Lords. 
In  the  speech  noticed  above,  which  he  made  on 
the  3rd  of  July  in  moving  the  second  reading  of 
his  own  bill.  Lord  Stanhope  is  reported  to  have 
spoken  as  follows,  in  reference  to  a  proposition  for 
amending  or  settling  the  law  in  regard  to  the  licens- 
injj  of  dissenting  preachers  (of  the  same  nature 
with  that  contained  in  the  more  comprehensive 
measure  of  the  government  afterwards  introduced), 
which  Mr.  Smith  appears  to  have  already  brought 
forward  in  the  Commons ; — “  One  Mr.  William 
Smith  had  lately  been  dabbling  in  these  matters, 
but  not  with  much  success.  He  proposed  by  his 
bill  a  completely  new  system,  according  to  which 
licences  were  to  be  granted  nut  only  to  a  man  to 
preach,  but  old  w'omen  were  nut  even  allowed  to 
say  their  prayers  w’ithout  it:  people  were  not  to 
be  allowed  to  exercise  their  natural  rights  without 
permission  from  Mr.  William  Smith.  The  quan¬ 
tity  of  licences  required  would  be  innumerable, 
and  it  would  have  been  a  great  improvement  of 
the  scheme  if  Mr.  Chancellor  Vansittart  had 
thought  of  making  it  a  very  fruitful  source  of 
revenue  by  imposing  a  stamp-duty  of  5^.  or  lOx. 
on  every  licence.”  It  was  to  these  observations, 
we  suppose,  that  Mr.  Smith  alluded  in  his  speech 
in  the  debate  on  the  third  reading  of  the  govern¬ 
ment  bill  on  the  20th,  when  he  described  that 
measure  as  one  that  would  be  felt  by  all  the  dis¬ 
senters  to  be  a  great  advantage  gained  by  them, 
and  as  “  far  from  meriting  the  opprobrious  epi¬ 
thets  which  had  been  bestowed  upon  it  in  another 
])lace.”  Another  circumstance  connected  with  the 
history  of  this  act  that  ought  not  to  be  omitted  is, 
that  it  had  originally  sprung  from  the  suggestion 
of  the  late  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  Mr.  Perce¬ 
val,  as  was  stated  by  his  successor,  Mr.  Vansittart, 
in  the  course  of  this  same  debate.  The  measure, 
Mr.  Vansittart  also  said,  “  gave  him  peculiar 
pleasure  when  viewed  in  conjunction  with  the 
other  proceedings  of  the  legislature,  and  when  he 
considered  that  the  same  parliament  which  had 
shown  the  utmost  liberality  of  sentiment  towards 
the  dissenters  had  been  no  less  distinguished  by 
its  bountiful  regard  to  the  interests  of  the  esta¬ 
blished  church.  It  had  not  been  deteircd  by  the 
difficulties  of  a  period  of  such  extraordinary  exer¬ 
tion  and  expense  from  providing  for  the  wants  of 
the  parochial  clergy  by  grants  of  unexampled 
munificence :  besides  the  discharge  of  the  land- 
tax  on  small  livings  to  the  value  of  at  least 
200,000/.,  and  which  commenced  in  180t3,  direct 
grants  had  been  made  for  their  augmentation 
amounting,  in  the  four  last  years  to  no  less  than 
400,000/.  ” 
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The  legislation,  during  the  present  period,  for 
the  relief  of  the  dissenters  was  completed  in  the 
next  session  hy  the  passing  of  an  act  (the  53 
Geo.  HI.  c.  160)  removing  certain  penalties  im¬ 
posed  by  an  act  of  1698  (the  9  and  10  Will.  Ill- 
c.  32)  upon  jiersons  impugning  the  doctrine  of 
the  Trinity.  By  the  law  thus  repealed  the  denial 
of  the  doctrine  of  the  Trinity  was  punishable,  for 
the  first  offence,  hy  incapacity  to  hold  any  office  or 
place  of  trust;  and,  for  the  second,  hy  incapacity 
to  bring  any  action,  or  to  be  guardian,  executor, 
or  legatee,  or  purchaser  of  lands,  together  with  im¬ 
prisonment  for  three  years  without  hail.  The 
repealing  bill  originated  with  Mr.  William  Smith, 
who  moved  for,  and  obtained,  leave  to  bring  it  'in 
on  the  5th  of  May,  1813,  the  government  offering 
no  objection ;  and,  having  gone  through  all  its 
previous  stages,  it  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed 
in  the  Lords  on  the  22nd  of  July.  “  It  should 
seem  now,  therefore,”  observes  Mr.  Justice  Cole¬ 
ridge,  in  noticing  the  effect  of  this  act,  “  that  the 
temporal  courts  have  no  jurisdiction  directly  in 
cases  of  heresy,  but  they  may  still  have  to  deter¬ 
mine  collaterally  what  falls  within  that  description  ; 
as,  in  a  ([uare  impedit,  if  the  bishop  pleads  that 
he  refused  the  clerk  for  heresy,  it  is  said  that  he 
must  set  forth  the  particular  point ;  for  the  court, 
having  cognisance  of  the  original  cause,  must,  by 
consequence,  have  a  power  as  to  all  collateral  and 
incidental  matters  which  are  necessary  for  its  deter¬ 
mination,  though  in  themselves  they  belong  to  ano¬ 
ther  jurisdiction.”* 

Almost  the  only  names  of  general  literary  cele¬ 
brity  among  the  dissenting  clergy  of  this  period  are 
those  of  the  late  Reverend  Robert  Hall,  of  Leices¬ 
ter,  and  John  Foster,  of  Bristol,  the  author  of 


Kfy.  Robert  II  .\t  l. 


the  well-known  ‘  Essays  on  the  Formation  of  Cha¬ 
racter;’  the  former  distinguished  for  his  flowing 
and  finished  eloquence,  the  latter  for  originality  of 
thought  and  force  of  style.  The  Baptist  connexion, 
we  believe,  claims  both  these  xvriters.  Of  popular 
preachers  and  active  controversial  pamphleteers 

•  Note  on  niacUstone.  4  Com.  50.  Mr  Justice  Coleridge  refers 
to  Hawkins,  1*1.  C.  U.  i  c.  2. 


OF  RELIGION. 

almost  every  sect  could  boast ; — the  Methodists  of 
Rowland  Hdl,  and  William  Huntingdon, and  Mat¬ 
thew  Wilks ;  the  Independents  of  John  Clayton, 
Sen.  and  William  Bengo  Collyer  ;  the  Unitarians  of 
Theophilus  Lindsey  and  Thomas  Belsham,  &c.  &c.; 
hut  no  name  eminent  for  theological  learning  graces 
this  portion  of  the  annals  of  any  of  the  dissenting 
churches. 

No  other  subject  was  so  fully  or  so  frequently 
discussed  in  parliament  during  this  period  as  that 
of  the  removal  of  the  political  disabilities  of  the 
Roman  Catholics,  or  what  was  now  commonly 
styled  the  question  of  Catholic  Emancipation.  Any¬ 
thing  like  a  detailed  account  of  the  crowded  suc¬ 
cession  of  debates  and  other  proceedings  w'hich 
make  up  the  history  of  this  question  from  the 
Union  with  Ireland  till  the  death  of  George  III. 
would  fill  several  large  volumes.  We  can  here, 
therefore,  only  attempt  the  merest  outline  or  index 
of  the  course  of  the  long  controversy. 

It  is  a  curious  fact,  little  adverted  to  or  remem¬ 
bered  in  the  present  day,  that  the  Union,  when 
proposed  by  Mr.  Pitt,  received  the  general  approba¬ 
tion  and  support  of  the  Irish  Catholics,  and  that 
their  aid  materially  contributed  to  the  carrying 
of  the  measure.  The  Irish  parliament,  before  its 
extinction,  had  incurred  the  hostility  of  the  Roman 
Catholics  by  obstinately  refusing  to  admit  them  to 
seats  in  it.  Mr.  Pitt,  on  the  other  hand,  had  long 
been  the  friend  and  supporter  of  their  claims, 
which  both  he  and  they  expected  to  be  able  to 
carry  in  the  imperial  parliament.  The  cordiality 
which  subsisted  between  the  twm  parties  w'as 
evinced  by  the  result  of  the  deliberations  of  “  a 
meeting  of  the  Roman  Catholic  prelates  held  at 
Dublin  on  the  iRh,  18th,  and  19th  of  January, 
1799,  to  deliberate  on  a  proposal  from  govern¬ 
ment  of  an  inde])endent  provision  for  the  Roman 
Catholic  clergy  ot  Ireland,  under  certain  regula¬ 
tions,  not  incompatible  with  their  doctrines,  disci¬ 
pline,  or  just  influence ;”  when  it  was  resolved 
“  That  a  provision,  through  government,  for  the 
Roman  Catholic  clergy  of  this  kingdom  [of  Ire¬ 
land],  competent  and  secured,  ought  to  be  thank¬ 
fully  accepted  and  “That,  in  the  appointment 
of  the  prelates  of  the  Roman  Catholic  religion  to 
the  vacant  sees  within  the  kingdom,  such  interfer¬ 
ence  of  government  as  may  enable  it  to  be  satisfied 
of  the  loyalty  of  the  person  appointed  is  just,  and 
ought  to  be  agreed  to.”  All  the  four  Roman 
Catholic  archbishops  were  present,  and  signed 
tliese  resolutions. 

Mr.  Pitt,  finding  that  he  could  not  move  the 
king  to  consent  to  the  concession  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  claims,  resigned  a  few  days  after  the 
meeting  of  the  first  imperial  parliament,  in  the 
end  of  January  1801.  Mainly  by  his  influence, 
however,  the  discussion  of  the  question  in  parlia¬ 
ment  was  kept  back  throughout  Mr.  Addington’s 
administration;  nor  was  it  mentioned  during  so 
much  of  the  current  session  as  elapsed  after  Mr. 
Pitt’s  resumption  of  office  in  May  1804. 

But  on  tlie  21st  of  January,  1805,  within  a  week 
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after  tlie  commencement  of  the  next  session,  the 
Earl  of  Suffolk,  in  the  House  of  Lords,  gave  notice 
of  a  motion  on  the  subject,  if  it  should  not  be 
taken  up  by  some  other  peer,  or  if  nothing  should 
be  done  in  regard  to  it  by  ministers.  On  the  19th 
of  Marcii  thereafter  Lord  Grenville  intimated  that 
he  should  on  the  25th  present  to  the  House  a  iteti- 
tion  on  the  part  of  liis  majesty’s  Roman  Catholic 
subjects  in  Ireland.  This  he  did  accordingly,  and 
the  petition,  after  having  been  read  by  the  clerk, 
was,  in  terms  of  Lord  Grenville’s  motion,  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table ;  hut  the  motion  of  the  Duke  of 
Norfolk  that  it  should  be  printed  was  negatived. 
On  the  same  day  a  similar  petition  was  presented 
in  the  Commons  by  Mr.  Fox.  On  Friday,  the 
10th  of  May,  Lord  Grenville  moved  in  the  Lords 
that  the  petition  should  be  then  taken  into  consi¬ 
deration  in  a  committee  of  the  whole  House.  In 
the  course  of  his  speech,  referring  to  the  hopes  ex¬ 
cited  in  the  minds  of  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  at 
the  time  of  the  Union,  Lord  Grenville  said,  “No 
authorised  assurance  was  ever  given  ;  no  promise 
was  ever  made  to  the  Catholics  that  such  a  mea¬ 
sure  would  be  the  consequence  of  the  Union  ;  but 
it  is  no  less  true  that,  by  the  arguments  of  those 
who  supported  the  Union,  by  the  course  of  reason¬ 
ing  in  doors  and  out  of  doors,  hopes  were  given 
that  the  subject  of  Catholic  Emancipation  would 
be  more  favourably  considered  here  than  it  was 
ever  likely  to  be  in  the  parliament  of  Ireland. 
Those  who  wished  well  to  the  Lbiion  could  not  so 
far  betray  their  trust  as  not  to  state  that  one  of  the 
recommendations  of  the  measure  was  that  it  did 
seem  to  afford  the  only  practicable  mode  of  pre¬ 
venting  the  renewal  of  the  disputes  which  had 
produced  such  calamities  in  Ireland.  It  was  not, 
therefore,  either  from  persons  authorised  or  not 
authorised  to  make  assurances  as  to  the  eflbct  of 
the  Union  that  the  hopes  of  the  Catholics  were 
raised ;  it  was  from  the  nature  of  the  subject  itself 
that  they  entertained,  and  w’ere  justified  in  enter¬ 
taining,  great  and  sanguine  expectations  that  the 
measure  would  lead  to  the  consequences  so 
anxiously  desired.”  The  opposition  to  the  motion 
was  led  by  Lord  Hawkesbury  (afterwards  Earl  of 
Liverpool),  secretary  of  state  for  the  home  de¬ 
partment.  His  lordship  said,  “  I  have  great 
satisfaction  in  feeling,  that,  differing  as  I  do  on 
part  of  the  subject  from  some  persons  whose  vote 
this  night  will  be  dictated  by  the  same  general 
principles  as  my  own,  no  efforts  have  been  omitted 
by  me  to  ])revent  this  question  from  being  agitated 
under  the  present  circumstances.  Similar  exer¬ 
tions  for  the  same  purpose  have  been  made  by  my 
nol)le  friend  who  is  at  the  head  of  the  government 
of  Ireland  (the  Earl  of  Hardwicke);  but,  as  all 
our  exertions  have  proved  ineffectual,  as  the  Ca¬ 
tholics  have  been  advised  to  ])ress  forward  their 
claims  on  the  attention  of  parliament  at  tliis  par¬ 
ticular  period,  contrary  to  their  own  interests,  and, 
as  I  think,  to  a  just  consideration  of  what  is  due 
to  the  tranquillity  of  the  empire,  I  feel  it  to  be  a 
duty  to  have  no  reserve  on  the  subject.”  He  then 
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stated  that,  though  he  thought  the  circumstances 
of  the  time  furnished  alone  a  sufficient  ground  of 
opposition  to  the  motion,  yet  his  own  objections 
applied  to  any  time  and  to  any  circumstances  in 
which  the  subject  could  be  brought  forward.  In 
the  debate  that  followed  the  motion  was  supported 
by  Lords  Spencer  and  Holland,  and  opposed  by 
the  Duke  of  Cumberland,  Lord  Sidmouth,  Lord 
Mulgrave  (chancellor  of  the  duchy  of  Lancaster), 
Earl  Camden  (secretary  of  state  for  the  colonics), 
the  Bishop  of  Durham  (Barrington),  Lord  Redes- 
dale  (Irish  chancellor),  and  the  Earl  of  Limerick  ; 
at  four  o’clock  on  Saturday  morning  the  discussion 
was  adjourned  till  Mondays  when  it  was  resumed 
on  that  evening,  the  motion  was  supported  by  the 
Earl  of  Suffolk,  the  Earl  of  Oxford,  Lord  Hutchin¬ 
son,  the  Earl  of  Ormond,  the  Eail  of  Albemarle, 
the  Duke  of  Norfolk,  the  Earl  of  Moira,  Earl 
Darnley,  Lord  King,  and  the  Earl  of  Longford ; 
it  was  opposed  by  the  Earl  of  Buckinghamshire, 
Lord  Carleton,  Lord  Boringdon,  the  Archbishop 
of  Canterbury  (Sutton),  the  lord  chancellor  (Eldon), 
Lord  Harrowby  (foreign  secretary),  the  Earl  of 
Westmoreland  (lord  privy  seal),  the  Bishop  of  St. 
Asaph  (Horsley),  Lord  Ellenborough,  Lord  Auck¬ 
land,  and  Lord  Bolton;  and,  after  Lord  Grenville 
had  replied,  the  House  divided  at  near  six  o’clock 
on  Tuesday  morning,  when  the  numbers  were  found 
to  be,  for  the  motion  49  (including  12  proxies), 
against  it  lIS  (including  45  proxies).  Lord 
Auckland,  who  was  in  office  under  Pitt  when  the 
Union  with  Ireland  was  arranged,  in  the  course  of 
his  speech  said;  “  It  will  ever  be  a  consideration 
of  just  pride  to  me  that  I  have  borne  no  small 
share  in  adjusting  all  the  details  of  that  transac¬ 
tion  ;  and  I  do  not  hesitate  to  declare  that,  if  the 
concessions  now  proposed  were  in  the  contempla¬ 
tion  of  those  with  whom  I  acted  at  that  time,  their 
views  were  industriously  concealed  from  me,  and 
from  others  of  their  associates.  It  is  indeed  true 
that,  soon  after  the  Union,  there  was,  apparently, 
a  sudden  change  in  the  opinions  of  some  leading 
persons  respecting  the  subject  now  in  discussion. 

I  do  not  impute  any  blame  to  that  change,  or  doubt 
its  sincerity,  though  I  must  deplore  it.  That 
change  has  given  an  irreparable  shock  to  the  con¬ 
fidence  of  public  men  in  each  other;  and  to  it 
perhaps  are  owing  many  of  the  distractions  and 
difficulties  under  which  the  empire  has  since  la¬ 
boured.”  On  this  same  evening,  the  13th,  a  motion 
to  the  same  effect  with  that  of  Lord  Grenville  was 
made  in  the  Commons  by  Mr.  Fox;  here  the 
opjiosition  to  it  was  led  by  one  of  the  most  furious 
ami  extreme  enemies  of  concession,  the  famous 
Dr.  Duigenan,  member  for  the  city  of  Armagh;* 
he  was  followed  on  the  same  side  by  the  attorney- 
general  (Perceval)  and  Mr.  Alexander ;  the  only 
other  speech  delivered  in  support  of  the  motion 

•  The  roport  of  Dr.  Duigeiian’s  sitoech  tills  fifty-two  long  columns 
of  the  ‘  rjirliamentaiy  Doliules.*  (ir.ilUin,  nnIio  rose  imnn'diaiely 
after  him,  described  it  as  ctmsi&tingof  Iburparts;  Ut,  invective  agalM^t 
the  religion  of  tlie  Cath(^lic^;  2n(U\,  inveeliNe  again&l  the  ])ieiient 
generation;  3nlly,  invective  ag.iinst  the  past;  and  -Hlily.  iiueetive 
I'gaiiust  the  future.  Here/'  s.iid  Grattan,  “the  liiniu  of  creation 
iniei  posed,  and  stopped  the  learned  member.” 
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that  iiiglit  was  a  brilliant  oration  by  Grattan,  who 
spoke  on  this  occasion  for  the  first  time  in  the  im- 
])erial  parliament ;  at  three  o’clock  on  Tuesday 
morning  the  debate  was  adjourned ;  when  the 
House  re-assembled  that  evening  the  motion  was 
supported  by  Mr.  William  Smith,  Mr.  Lee,  Dr. 
Lawrence,  Mr.  George  Ponsonby,  Mr.  Windham, 
Sir  John  New'port,  Mr.  Maurice  Fitzgerald,  the 
Hon.  H.  A.  Dillon,  Mr.  John  Latouche,  Sir  John 
Coxe  Hippesley,  Colonel  Hiley  Hutchinson,  and 
Mr.  Hawthorn;  it  was  opposed  by  Sir  William  Scott, 
Mr.  Foster,  the  chancellor  of  the  e.xchequer  (Pitt), 
Mr.  Archdale,  Mr.  Shaw,  Mr.  Hiley  Addington, 
Lord  De  Blaquiere,  Sir  George  Hill,  and  Sir  Wil¬ 
liam  Dolben  ;  Fox  replied  at  considerable  length ; 
and  then  the  House  divided  a  little  before  five 
o’clock  on  Wednesday  morning,  when  the  motion 
was  negatived  by  a  majority  of  336  against  124. 
Pitt,  whose  speech  was  not  a  long  one,  of  course 
took  his  ground  in  resisting  the  motion  upon  the 
time  and  circumstances  in  which  it  had  been 
brought  forward.  The  considerations,  he  stated, 
which  made  it  impossible  for  him  to  urge  eman- 
ci])ation  while  he  was  in  office  before  made  it 
equally  impossible  for  him  to  urge  it  now.  “  See¬ 
ing,  sir,”  he  concluded,  “  what  are  the  opinions  of 
the  times,  what  is  the  situation  of  men’s  minds, 
and  the  sentiments  of  all  descriptions  and  classes, 
of  the  other  branch  of  the  legislature,  and  even  the 
prevailing  opinion  of  this  Flouse,  I  feel  that  I 
should  act  contrary  to  a  sense  of  my  duty,  and  even 
inconsistently  with  the  original  grounds  upon  which 
I  thought  the  measure  ought  to  be  brought  for¬ 
ward,  if  I  countenanced  it  under  the  present  cir¬ 
cumstances,  or  if  I  hesitated  in  giving  my  decided 
negative  to  the  House  going  into  a  committee.” 

The  majorities  on  this  occasion,  in  both  Houses, 
were  swelled  by  all  those  friends  of  the  principle 
of  concession  who  had  taken  office  with  or  attached 
themselves  to  Pitt,  and  who  felt,  or  professed  to 
feel,  with  him  that  the  measure  ought  not  to  have 
been  brought  forward  at  that  moment.  Mr.  Pitt 
died  in  January  1806,  and  then  Mr.  Fox  and 
Lord  Grenville  came  into  power.  Nothing  was 
done  for  the  Catholics  in  the  premiership  of  Fox, 
any  more  than  had  been  done  for  them  in  that  of 
Pitt.  On  the  11th  of  March,  immediately  after 
the  formation  of  the  new  administration,  when  the 
Hon.  H.  A.  Dillon,  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
requested  to  be  informed  what  were  the  intentions 
of  the  government  with  regard  to  emancipation, 
remarking  that  rumours  had  gone  abroad  of  a 
very  extraordinary  change  of  sentiments  having 
taken  place  in  certain  quarters  on  that  subject, 
Fox,  with  something  of  pettishness,  declined  an¬ 
swering  the  question.  “  So  far,”  he  said,  “  as  I 
am  concerned  in  this  question,  whenever  it  comes 
under  discussion  I  shall  be  perfectly  ready  to  state 
my  ojiinion ;  and  all  I  think  it  necessary  to  say 
as  to  my  future  conduct  is  to  refer  to  a  consider¬ 
ation  of  my  past.  I  cannot,  however,  hesitate  to 
state,  that,  if  any  gentleman  were  to  ask  my  advice 
as  to  the  propriety  of  bringing  forwaid  the  Catholic 
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claims  at  present,  I  should  recommend  him  to  take 
into  consideration  the  prospect  of  success,  and  the 
greater  probability  of  succeeding  this  year  or  the 
next ;  at  the  same  time  to  bear  in  mind  the  issue 
of  last  year’s  discussion.”  This  almost  amounted 
to  an  admission,  upon  Pitt’s  own  grounds,  that  the 
late  premier  had  judged  rightly  in  opposing  the 
attempt  then  made.  At  all  events  Fox,  now  that 
he  was  himself  premier,  pursued  the  very  same 
course. 

Fox  died  in  September  1806,  leaving  Lord  Gren¬ 
ville  at  the  head  of  affairs ;  and  then,  on  the  5th 
of  March,  1807,  the  first  day  of  the  next  session, 
with  a  new  parliament.  Lord  Howick,  secretary 
for  foreign  affairs,  moved  for  and  obtained  leave 
in  the  Commons  to  bring  in,  not  a  measure  for 
giving  the  Catholics  seats  in  parliament,  but  only 
a  bill  for  enabling  them  to  hold  the  higher  com¬ 
missions  in  the  army  and  navy.  The  fate  of  this 
proposition,  involving,  as  it  did,  that  of  the  ministry 
which  brought  it  forward,  forms  a  memorable 
part  of  the  general  history  of  the  country.*  On 
the  18th  of  March  the  second  reading  of  the  bill, 
which  had  been  already  twice  postponed,  was,  on 
the  motion  of  Lord  tiowick,  postponed  a  third 
time,  under  circumstances  stated  not  at  that  mo¬ 
ment  to  admit  of  explanation.  In  point  of  fact, 
the  ministers,  finding  that  the  king  would  not  give 
his  consent  to  the  bill,  agreed  to  withdraw  it ;  but 
his  majesty,  not  satisfied  with  this,  required  them 
to  sign  an  engagement  that  they  would  propose  no 
further  concessions  to  the  Roman  Catholics ;  and 
the  day  after  their  refusal  to  comply  with  that 
demand  he  sent  them  an  intimation  that  he  must 
look  out  for  other  servants. 

After  this  Catholic  emancipation  became  almost 
an  annual  question  in  parliament.  In  1808  the 
immediate  consideration  of  the  subject  by  a  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  whole  House  was  moved  on  the  25th 
of  May  by  Mr.  Grattan  in  the  Commons,  and  on 
the  27th  by  Lord  Grenville  in  the  Lords.  In  the 
Commons  the  motion  was  negatived,  on  a  division 
at  six  o’clock  on  the  morning  of  the  26th,  by  a 
majority  of  281  against  128;  in  the  Lords  it  was 
negatived  by  161  to  74.  All  the  ministers,  including 
Mr.  Canning,  Lord  Castlereagh,  and  the  other 
members  of  the  government  who  professed  them¬ 
selves  favourable  to  the  abstract  principle  of  eman¬ 
cipation,  still,  after  the  example  of  Mr.  Pitt,  voted 
against  the  proposition  in  the  circumstances  in 
which  it  had  been  brought  forward. 

Grattan’s  speech  on  this  occasion  is  memorable, 
as  having  contained  the  first  mention  of  the  famous 
project  of  the  Veto,  which  he  announced  as  a  pro¬ 
position  that  the  Catholics  bad  authorised  him  to 
make:  the  proposition,  he  said,  is  this;  “That  in 
the  future  nomination  of  bishops  his  majesty  may 
interfere  and  exercise  his  royal  privilege,  by  put¬ 
ting  a  negative  upon  such  nomination;  that  is,  in 
other  words,  to  say,  that  no  Catholic  bishop  shall 
be  appointed  without  the  entire  approbation  of  his 
majesty.”  It  turned  out  afterwards  that  Grattan’s 

•  See  ante,  pp.  S59,  2G3. 
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authority  for  making  this  proposition  was  a  paper 
drawn  up  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Milner  of  Wolverhamp¬ 
ton,  one  of  tlie  English  vicars-apostolic,  and  the 
accredited  agent  of  the  Irish  Catholic  hierarchy, 
who,  having  been  sent  for  to  London  on  the  eve 
of  the  parliamentary  discussions,  and  consulted 
by  Lord  Fingal,  Lord  Grenville,  Mr.  Grattan, 
and  Mr.  Ponsonby,  had  put  into  the  hands  of 
the  last-named  gentleman  the  following  state¬ 
ment  : — “  The  Catholic  prelates  of  Ireland  are 
whiling  to  give  a  direct  negative  power  to  his 
majesty’s  government,  with  respect  to  the  nomina¬ 
tion  of  their  titular  bishoprics,  in  such  manner 
that,  when  they  have  among  themselves  resolved 
who  is  the  fittest  person  for  the  vacant  see,  they 
will  transmit  his  name  to  his  majesty’s  ministers  ; 
and,  if  the  latter  shall  object  to  that  name,  they 
will  transmit  another  and  another,  until  a  name  is 
presented  to  which  no  objection  is  made ;  and 
(which  is  never  likely  to  be  the  case)  should  the  Pope 
refuse  to  give  those  essentially  necessary  spiritual 
powers,  of  which  he  is  the  depository,  to  the  per¬ 
son  so  presented  by  the  Catholic  bishops,  and  so 
approved  of  by  government,  they  will  continue  to 
present  other  names,  till  one  occurs  which  is  agree¬ 
able  to  both  parties,  namely  the  crown  and  the 
apostolic  see.” 

It  appears,  however,  that  very  soon  after  the 
rising  of  parliament  objections  began  to  be  started 
among  the  Catholics  to  the  granting  of  this  Veto. 
The  opposition  is  said  to  have  first  shown  itself  in 
a  clerical  synod  held  at  Cork ;  after  which  at  a 
meeting  of  bishops  convened  at  Dublin  in  Septem¬ 
ber  it  was  resolved  to  be  “  the  decided  opinion  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  prelates  of  Ireland  that  it  is 
inexpedient  to  introduce  any  alteration  in  the 
canonical  mode  hitherto  observed  in  the  nomina¬ 
tion  of  the  Irish  Catholic  bishops,  which  mode 
long  experience  has  proved  to  be  unexceptionable, 
wise,  and  salutary.”  The  publication  of  this  reso¬ 
lution  immediately  divided  the  upper  classes  of  the 
Irish  Catholics  into  two  parties — those  who  still  con¬ 
tinued  to  support  the  Veto  and  those  who  sided  with 
the  clergy  in  opposing  it ;  but  the  lower  classes, 
as  was  to  be  expected,  nearly  all  sided  wdth  the 
clergy  against  the  Veto. 

Tlie  next  parliamentary  discussion  was  in  1810. 
On  the  18th  of  May  in  that  year  Mr.  Grattan,  in 
the  Commons,  moved  that  the  petition  of  the 
Roman  Catholics  should  be  referred  to  a  committee 
of  tlie  w'hole  House ;  the  debate  was  protracted  by 
adjournment  over  two  other  days,  the  25th  of  May 
and  the  1st  of  June;  on  a  division  there  were  109 
votes  for  the  motion,  and  21 3  against  it.  In  the  Lords 
a  similar  motion  was  made  by  the  Earl  of  Donough- 
inoreon  the  6th  of  June,  and,  after  a  long  debate, 
was  rejected  by  a  majority  of  154  (including  62 
jiroxies)  to  68  (including  32  proxies).  All  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  government,  whatever  opinions  they  pro¬ 
fessed  to  hold  on  the  abstract  question,  still  con¬ 
tinued  to  resist  the  claims  in  the  circumstances  in 
which  they  were  brought  forward.  Canning  spoke 
against  the  motion  in  the  Commons ;  and  Lord 
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Grenville,  who  had  been  recently  elected  chancel¬ 
lor  of  the  university  of  Oxford,  did  not  appear  in 
its  defence  in  the  Lords. 

In  1811  the  same  motions  which  had  been  made 
in  the  preceding  session  were  repeated  in  the 
Commons  by  Grattan  on  the  31st  of  May,  and  in 
the  Lords  by  Lord  Donoughmore  on  the  18th  of 
June.  The  majority  against  the  motion  was  in 
the  Commons  146  to  83;  in  the  Lords  121  (in¬ 
cluding  47  proxies)  to  62  (including  26  proxies). 

For  some  time  before  this  certain  proceedings 
of  the  leaders  of  the  Roman  Catholics  in  Ireland 
had  been  attracting  extraordinary  attention.  The 
public  interests  of  the  Irish  Catholics  had  long 
been  watched  over  by  what  was  called  the  Catholic 
Committee,  which  appears  to  have  usually  con¬ 
sisted  of  a  few  noblemen  and  gentlemen  of  that 
persuasion,  selected  or  appointed  principally  on 
account  of  their  residence  in  Dublin.  But  at  a 
general  meeting  of  the  Catholics  held  in  May, 
1809,  a  new  constitution  w’as  given  to  this  com¬ 
mittee,  which  was  now  made  to  consist  of  all  the 
Catholic  peers  of  Ireland,  of  all  the  surviving 
members  of  the  Catholic  Convention  of  1793,  of 
the  remaining  members  of  the  two  committees  that 
had  prepared  the  Catholic  petitions  to  parliament 
in  1805  and  1807,  and  of  36  representatives  from 
the  parishes  of  the  city  of  Dublin.  This  numerous 
body  held  several  meetings  in  the  months  of  Julv, 
October,  and  November,  1809,  at  which  there 
were  long  and  warm  debates ;  and  then,  having 
agreed  upon  a  new  petition  to  parliament,  it  dis¬ 
solved  itself.  In  1810  the  same  committee  was 
re-appointed  at  another  general  meeting,  and  con¬ 
tinued  to  act  throughout  that  year,  drawing  to 
itself  more  and  more  of  the  attention  of  the  public 
and  of  the  government,  both  by  the  increasing 
violence  of  the  debates  that  took  place,  and  by  the 
new  character  that  its  proceedings  assumed  in 
other  respects  ;  for  it  no  longer  now  confined  itself 
to  the  preparation  of  a  petition  to  parliament,  but 
took  up  all  sorts  of  matters  that  could  be  in  any 
way  brought  under  the  description  of  Catholic 
grievances,  including  the  acts  of  the  authorities,  the 
administration  of  the  law,  and  the  other  occurrences 
of  the  day.  The  government,  however,  although 
it  kept  a  watchful  eye  upon  what  was  going  on,  did 
not  interfere  till  the  committee  addressed  a  circular 
letter  to  the  Catholics  in  every  county  of  Ireland, 
stating  “  their  conviction  of  the  imperative  ne¬ 
cessity  of  an  increase  of  their  numbers,”  so  that 
there  might  be  managers  of  the  petition  which  the 
committee  had  been  entrusted  to  prepare  con¬ 
nected  with  every  part  of  the  country  ;  “  that  the 
committee  should  become  the  depository  of  the 
collective  wdsdom  of  the  Catholic  body  ;  that  it 
should  be  able  to  ascertain,  in  order  to  obey,  the 
wishes,  and  clearly  understand  the  wants,  of  all 
their  Catholic  fellow- subjects ;”  and  suggesting 
the  propriety  of  ten  managers  of  the  petition  being 
appointed  in  every  county.  The  letter  affected  to 
warn  those  to  whom  it  was  addressed  that  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  existing  law  no  species  of  delegation  or 
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representation  could  be  suffered  to  take  place,  nor 
could  any  person,  “  without  a  gross  violation  of 
the  law,  be  a  representative  or  delegate,  or  act, 
under  any  name,  as  a  representative  or  delegate.” 
At  the  same  time  it  was  clearly  intimated,  though 
not  expressly  stated,  that  the  county  managers 
were  all  to  be  members  of  the  great  Dublin  com¬ 
mittee  :  in  those  cases  in  which  there  were  any 
persons  connected  with  the  county  among  the  sur¬ 
vivors  of  the  delegates  of  1793,  it  was  directed 
that,  as  these  persons  were  already  constituted 
members  of  the  committee,  only  so  many  addi¬ 
tional  managers  should  be  appointed  as  wmuld 
make  up  the  number  to  ten ;  and  in  conclusion  the 
letter  said  : — “  In  appointing  those  managers,  the 
committee  respectfully  solicit  your  particular  at¬ 
tention  to  the  many  advantages  to  be  derived  from 
naming  managers  whose  avocations  require  or 
leisure  permits  their  permanent  or  occasional  re¬ 
sidence  in  Dublin,  where  the  ultimate  arrange¬ 
ments  as  to  the  petition  can  best  be  made.”  This 
letter,  signed  “  Edward  Ray,  Secretary  to  the  Ge¬ 
neral  Committee  of  the  Catholics  in  Ireland  sitting 
in  Dublin,”  was  dated  from  the  committee’s  place 
of  meeting,  No.  4,  Capel  Street,  1st  January,  1811. 
It  appears,  how^ever,  that,  having  no  doubt  been 
prepared  by  a  sub-committee,  it  was  kept  a  pro¬ 
found  secret  from  all  except  the  confidential  per¬ 
sons  to  whom  it  was  sent,  and  escaped  even  the 
vigilance  of  the  government,  for  about  three  weeks  : 
it  is  affirmed  to  have  been  not  till  the  23rd  of 
January  that  the  Irish  government  became  pos¬ 
sessed  of  the  fact  that  such  a  letter  had  been  writ¬ 
ten,  and  not  till  the  10th  or  12th  of  February  that 
they  obtained  a  copy  of  it.  It  is  acknowledged, 
however,  which  seems  somewhat  extraordinary, 
that  they  “  at  the  same  time  received  private  in¬ 
formation  of  the  most  secret  nature  tliat  several 
thousand  copies  of  that  letter  were  circulating  in 
Ireland  ;  that  many  members  of  the  augmented 
committee  had  been  returned  ;  that  some  of  them 
had  actually  arrived  in  Dublin ;  and  that  the  whole 
of  them  were  expected  to  arrive  time  enough  for 
the  meeting  of  the  16th  of  February,  or,  at  latest, 
for  that  of  the  23rd.”  Such  was  the  statement 
afterwards  made  in  the  House  of  Commons  in  his 
own  defence  by  Mr.  W.  Wellesley  Pole,  the  Irish 
Secretary.*  “  We  were  also  informed,”  he  farther 
said,  “  that  the  letter  had  been  penned  by  the 
law’yers  belonging  to  the  Catholic  Committee,  and 
that  great  pains  had  been  taken  to  keep  within  the 
letter  of  the  law,  and  to  avoid  incurring  its  penal¬ 
ties,  the  object  being  to  obtain  a  complete  repre¬ 
sentative  body  from  all  the  counties  of  Ireland, 
under  the  pretext  of  assisting  in  managing  the 
petition.  It  was  also  stated  that,  when  all  the 
members  had  arrived,  and  the  Catholic  Convention 
had  assembled,  it  would  be  kept  sitting  for  the 
purpose  of  diffusing  throughout  Ireland  the  flame 
which  the  committee  had  raised  in  Dublin.  The 
Irish  government  also  received  information  of  the 
mode  in  which  the  elections  had  been  and  were  to 
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be  conducted.  One  main  object,  it  appeared,  was 
to  secure  secrecy  ;  and  names  were  sent  down 
from  Dublin  of  particular  persons  resident  in  that 
city  whom  the  committee  recommended  to  be  re¬ 
turned  as  delegates  from  certain  places ;  and  bv 
this  contrivance  it  was  expected  that  a  full  attend¬ 
ance  would  always  be  secured.”  It  may  be  noted 
that  of  this  Catholic  Committee  Mr.  b’Connell 
W'as  already  a  leading  member. 

Whatever  may  be  thought  of  the  supineness  of 
the  government  up  to  this  time,  it  seemed  to  be 
now  determined  to  wipe  off  that  imputation  at 
least.  On  the  13th  of  February  Mr.  Wellesley 
Pole  addressed  from  the  Castle  a  circular  letter  to 
the  sheriffs  and  chief  magistrates  in  all  the  Irish 
counties  calling  upon  them  to  cause  to  be  arrested 
and  committed  to  prison,  or  only  set  at  large  upon 
bail,  all  persons  in  any  way  concerned  in  sending 
up  the  so-called  managers  to  the  Catholic  com¬ 
mittee,  which'  body  was  expressly  designated  in 
the  letter  “  an  unlawful  assembly.”  The  law 
upon  which  the  secretary  for  Ireland  grounded  this 
order  was  an  act  passed  by  the  Irish  parliament  in 
1793  (the  33  Geo.  III.  c.  29)  entitled  “An  Act 
to  prevent  the  election  or  appointment  of  unlawful 
assemblies,  under  pretence  of  preparing  or  pre¬ 
senting  public  petitions  or  other  addresses  to  his 
majesty  or  the  parliament:”  it  had  been  passed 
to  put  down  the  Catholic  Convention  of  that  year, 
and  was  commonly  known  by  the  name  of  the 
Convention  Aet.  On  the  18th  of  February,  as 
soon  as  the  letter  was  heard  of  in  England,  the 
subject  was  mentioned  in  the  House  of  Lords  by 
the  Earl  of  Moira,  and  in  the  Commons  by  Mr. 
Ponsonby ;  ministers  stated  ihat  the  proceeding 
had  been  taken  without  their  knowledge  ;  but  the 
intimation  of  it  which  they  had  received  from  the 
authorities  at  Dublin  Castle  “  was,”  Lord  Liver¬ 
pool  declared,  “  accompanied  with  reasons  founded 
on  various  sources  of  information,  some  of  them  of 
a  secret  nature,  which  proved  that  a  systematic 
attempt  was  making  for  the  violation  of  the  law, 
which  the  government  of  Ireland  felt  to  be  such 
as  to  justify  it  in  having  recourse  to  this  means  of 
prevention.”  On  the  22nd  the  subject  was  again 
brought  forward  in  both  Houses  :  a  motion  for  an 
address  to  the  prince  regent,  requesting  that  he 
would  direct  copies  to  be  laid  before  the  House  of 
all  dispatches  addressed  to  or  received  from  the 
lord-lieutenant  of  Ireland  respecting  Mr.  Secretary 
Pole’s  letter,  was  made  by  the  Marquess  of  Lans- 
downe  in  the  Lords,  where  it  was  negatived  with¬ 
out  a  division,  and  by  the  Hon.  J.  W.  Ward  in 
the  Commons,  where  it  was  rejected  by  a  majority 
of  80  to  43.  On  the  7th  of  March,  after  Mr. 
Wellesley  Pole  had  come  over  to  England,  the 
same  motion,  somewhat  varied,  was  again  made  in 
the  Commons  by  Mr.  Ponsonby,  and  was  nega¬ 
tived  by  a  majority  of  133  to  48.  Finally,  on  the 
4th  of  April  Earl  Stanhope  in  the  Lords  moved  a 
resolution  declaring  the  letter  to  be  a  violation  of 
the  law,  which  was  supported  only  by  6  votes 
against  21.  Meanwhile,  Mr.  Wellesley  Pole’s 
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circular  had  been  followed  up  by  the  Irish  govern¬ 
ment  with  other  displays  of  activity  and  would-be 
vigour.  On  the  23rd  of  F’ebruary  two  magistrates 
were  sent  from  the  Castle  to  disperse  the  Catholic 
Committee  ;  but  on  being  assured  that  the  meeting 
was  not  the  committee,  but  only  one  of  a  number 
of  Catholic  gentlemen  for  the  purpose  of  signing 
a  petition  to  parliament,  they  came  away  without 
doing  anything.  After  the  rejection  by  parliament 
of  the  motions  of  Grattan  and  Lord  Donoughraore 
in  May  and  June,  the  Catholics  in  Ireland  re¬ 
sumed  their  preparations  for  carrying  into  effect 
the  scheme  announced  in  the  committee’s  letter  of 
the  1st  of  January,  and  during  the  summer  county 
meetings  for  the  appointment  of  delegates,  or  ma¬ 
nagers,  were  held  in  all  parts  of  the  country,  many 
of  which  are  said  to  have  been  attended  by  Pro¬ 
testants  as  well  as  Catholics.  At  last,  notwith¬ 
standing  a  proclamation  issued  from  the  Castle  on 
the  30th  of  July,  warning  all  persons  to  abstain 
from  all  proceedings  contrary  to  the  Convention 
Act,  and  directing  justices  of  the  peace  and  magis¬ 
trates  to  disperse  the  threatened  meeting  of  dele¬ 
gates  whenever  it  should  be  held,  the  so-called 
committee  actually  assembled  on  the  19th  of  Octo¬ 
ber,  to  the  number  of  nearly  three  hundred,  at  the 
theatre  in  Fishamble-street,  Dublin,  in  the  pre¬ 
sence  of  an  immense  concourse  of  spectators. 
They  remained  together,  however,  only  about  a 
quarter  of  an  hour  ;  so  that,  when  a  body  of  police 
magistrates,  in  conformity  with  instructions  from 
the  Castle,  arrived  to  order  them  to  disperse,  the 
members  were  already  beginning  to  retire.  All 
that  had  been  done,  or  attempted  to  be  done,  was 
to  adopt  a  new  petition  to  parliament,  which  had 
been  previously  prepared ;  and  it  was  very  gene¬ 
rally  suspected  that  their  being  allowed  the  few 
minutes  necessary  for  going  through  this  form  be¬ 
fore  they  were  interfered  with  was  in  consequence 
of  an  arrangement  or  understanding  with  the  au¬ 
thorities.  However  this  may  be,  government  had 
already  apprehended  five  individuals  for  a  breach 
of  the*  Convention  Act  in  attending  an  aggregate 
meeting  at  Dublin  on  the  9th  of  July,  as  also  a 
meeting  for  the  election  of  delegates  for  one  of  the 
parishes  of  that  city  on  the  30th  of  the  same 
month ;  and  one  of  these.  Dr.  Sheridan,  was 
brought  to  trial  in  the  court  of  King’s  Bench, 
Dublin,  on  the  21st  of  November.  The  result 
was  that,  although  the  facts  were  clearly  enough 
proved,  and  the  law  was  as  clearly  and  decidedly 
laid  down  by  the  lord  chief  justice,  the  jury 
brought  in  a  verdict  of  Not  Guilty.  Upon  this  the 
attorney-general  declined  for  the  present  to  proceed 
with  the  other  cases.  On  the  23rd  of  December, 
having  adjourned  to  that  day,  the  Catholic  Com¬ 
mittee  met  again  at  the  theatre  in  Fishamble-street  j 
but,  on  a  magistrate  presenting  himself  among 
them  and  ordering  them  to  disperse,  after  some 
hesitation,  they  agreed  to  break  up.  On  the  same 
evening,  however,  the  members  and  others,  to  the 
number  of  above  three  hundred  persons,  assembled 
at  a  tavern,  and  signed  a  requisition  for  a  general 
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or  aggregate  meeting  of  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  ; 
and  the  said  aggregate  meeting  accordingly  took 
place  three  days  after  in  Fishamble-street,  when, 
among  other  resolutions,  onew’as  passed  to  address 
the  prince  regent  upon  the  subject  of  the  late  in¬ 
vasion  of  their  right  to  petition,  as  soon  as  the 
restrictions  on  his  authority  should  cease ;  and 
another,  requesting  the  general  committee  of  Ca¬ 
tholics  in  Ireland  to  assemble  in  Dublin  on  the 
28th  of  February  next. 

This  rapid  outline  of  the  chronological  succession 
of  events  will  put  the  reader  in  possession  of  the 
state  in  which  matters  stood  at  the  re-assembling  of 
parliament  on  the  7th  of  January,  1812.  On  the 
31st  of  that  month  the  whole  policy  of  the  Irish 
government  in  relation  to  the  Catholics,  and  even 
many  of  the  bearings  of  the  question  of  eman¬ 
cipation  itself,  were  discussed  in  the  House  of 
Lords  on  a  motion  made  by  Earl  Fitzwilliam  that 
their  lordships  should  immediately  resolve  them¬ 
selves  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  to  take 
into  consideration  the  present  situation  of  affairs  in 
Ireland.  The  motion  was  negatived  by  a  majoritv 
of  162  (including  78  proxies)  against  79  (includ¬ 
ing  37  proxies) ;  and  a  similar  motion  made  in 
the  Commons  on  the  3rd  of  February  by  Lord 
Morpeth  was,  after  two  nights’  debate,  rejected,  on 
a  division,  which  took  place  at  half-past  five  on  the 
morning  of  the  5th,  by  a  majority  of  229  against 
135.  The  most  remarkable  speeches  delivered  on 
this  occasion  were  those  of  the  Marquess  Wellesley 
in  one  House  and  Mr.  Canning  in  the  other,  both 
of  whom  argued  strongly  for  the  expediency  of 
conceding  the  claims  of  the  Catholics,  although 
deprecating  the  agitation  of  the  question  at  that 
moment,  and  declining  to  vote  for  the  proposed 
inquiry. 

Meanwhile,  Mr.  Thomas  Kirwan,  another  of  the 
persons  apprehended  by  the  Irish  government  for 
taking  part  in  the  meetings  of  the  9th  and  30th  of 
last  July,  had  on  the  28th  of  January  been  brought 
to  trial  before  the  court  of  King’s  Bench  at  Dub¬ 
lin,  and  a  verdict  of  Guilty  returned ;  but,  when  he 
was  brought  up  for  judgment  on  the  6th  of  F'ebru- 
ary,  he  was  merely  fined  one  mark  and  discharged, 
and  at  the  same  time  the  other  prosecutions  were 
abandoned  by  the  attorney-general.  On  the  2Sth 
of  February  an  aggregate  meeting  of  the  Catholics 
was  held  in  Dublin  in  conformity  with  the  arrange¬ 
ment  made  on  the  26th  of  December,  and  a  peti¬ 
tion  to  the  prince  regent  was  read  and  unani¬ 
mously  adopted.  The  restrictions  on  the  regency, 
it  may  be  noticed,  had  expired  on  the  18th. 

The  Catholic  question  was  again  discussed  at 
considerable  length  in  the  Lords  on  the  19th  of 
March,  on  Lord  Boringdon’s  motion  for  an  address 
to  the  prince  regent,  requesting  him  to  form  a 
more  efficient  administration,  which  was  defeated  by 
a  majority  of  165  (including  75  proxies)  against 
72  (including  29  proxies).  The  proposed  address 
represented  it  to  be  impossible  that,  in  the  state  in 
which  Ireland  was,  the  general  confidence  and  good 
will  of  the  country  should  be  enjoyed  by  any  admi- 
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nistration  the  characteristic  principle  of  whose 
domestic  policy,  as  well  as  the  bond  of  whose  con¬ 
nexion  in  office,  was  the  determination  not  only  not 
to  recommend,  but  to  resist,  a  fair  and  dispassionate 
consideration  of  those  civil  disabilities  under  which 
his  majesty’s  Roman  Catholic  subjects  in  that  part 
of  the  United  Kingdom  still  laboured,  and  of 
which  they  complained  as  most  grievous  and  op¬ 
pressive.  But  the  question  underwent  a  much 
more  complete  discussion  on  the  21st  of  April, 
when  Lord  Uonoughmore  moved  that  the  House 
should  go  into  a  committee  to  take  into  considera¬ 
tion  the  laws  imposing  civil  disabilities  on  his 
majesty’s  subjects  professing  the  Roman  Catholic 
religion.  The  debate  upon  this  motion  lasted  till 
five  o’clock  on  the  morning  of  the  22nd,  and  then 
the  division  showed  a  majority  against  the  motion 
of  n4  (including  Tl  proxies)  to  102  (including  35 
proxies).  On  the  next  day,  the  23rd,  a  similar 
motion  was  made  in  the  Commons  by  Grattan ; 
there  the  debate  was  adjourned,  at  two  in  the 
morning,  to  the  24th ;  and  when  a  division  at  last 
took  place,  at  half-past  six  on  the  morning  of  Satur¬ 
day  the  25th,  the  adverse  majority  was  found  to  be 
300  to  215.*  In  these  debates  both  the  Marquess 
Wellesley  in  the  one  House,  and  Mr.  Canning, 
who  spoke  towards  the  close  of  the  debate,  in  the 
other,  warmly  supported  the  proposition  for  going 
into  committee.  Canning  declared  that  the  opi¬ 
nions  he  now  avowed  were  those  he  had  held  ever 
since  he  had  been  capable  of  forming  an  opinion 
on  the  subject.  “  I  take  no  shame  to  myself,”  he 
added,  “  for  having  on  other  occasions  resisted  the 
inquiry  which  I  now  recommend.  1  did  so  on  a 
view — a  just  view,  I  think,  I  am  sure  an  honest 
and  well-intentioned  view — of  public  duty.  While 
there  existed  in  the  breast  of  the  sovereign  an 
insurmountable  obstacle  to  the  entertainment  of 
this  question,  an  obstacle  not  of  opinion  but  of  con¬ 
science,  the  only  alternative  left  to  a  ])ublic  man 
who  held  the  opinions  which  I  profess  to  have 
holden  on  the  question  was,  either  to  push  those 
opinions  into  action  at  all  the  hazards  to  which 
such  a  course  would  be  liable — at  the  hazard  of  one 
calamity  too  dreadful  to  be  contemplated  without 
awe  and  terror  (a  calamity  under  the  infliction  of 
which  we  are  now  actually  suffering,  and  to  which, 
therefore,  I  may  now  without  impropriety  allude) 
— or  manfully  to  interpose  between  the  conscience 
of  the  sovereign  and  the  agitation  of  this  question, 
at  whatever  risk  of  unpopularity  or  of  misconstruc¬ 
tion.  This  latter  was  the  course  which  I  thought 
it  my  duty  to  adopt.  I  persevered  in  it  under 
many  taunts  in  this  House,  perhaps  under  some 
obloquy  out  of  doors.  But  these  taunts  and  that 
obloquy  I  patiently  endured ;  and,  had  it  pleased 
heaven  to  spare  to  us  still  the  blessing  of  that  reign, 
the  untimely  and  calamitous  eclipse  of  which  we 
are  now  deploring,  I  would  still  have  endured  all 
manner  of  reproach  rather  than  have  let  in  upon 
the  mind  of  an  aged  and  venerable  sovereign  that 
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overwhelming  anxiety  which  the  agitation  of  this 
question  would  have  occasioned.”  The  considera¬ 
tions  thus  stated  by  Mr.  Canning  no  doubt  influ¬ 
enced  other  honourable  members  who  now  also 
voted  for  the  first  time  in  favour  of  the  Catholics. 
Lord  Castlereagh,  however,  who  had  recently 
returned  to  office  as  successor  to  the  Marquess 
■Wellesley  in  the  foreign  secretaryship,  still  spoke 
and  voted  against  the  motion,  repeating  and  adopt¬ 
ing  the  declaration  of  the  prime  minister,  Mr.  Per¬ 
ceval,  that  the  cabinet  were  “  unanimous  in  their 
opinion  that  the  question  of  concession  to  the 
Catholics  could  not  now  be  conveniently  agitated, 
nor  any  inquiry  gone  into  upon  the  subject  of  the 
legal  disabilities  of  his  majesty’s  Catholic  subjects 
in  Ireland  with  the  hope  of  coming  to  any  ultimate 
and  satisfactory  arrangement.” 

A  few  days  after  this,  on  the  11th  of  May,  Mr. 
Perceval  was  assassinated.  This  event  is  probably 
to  be  regarded  as  the  real  cause  of  the  breaking  up 
and  termination  of  the  arrangement  under  which 
resistance  to  the  Catholic  claims  had  formed  one  of 
the  principles  of  the  government.  It  is  true, 
indeed,  that  in  the  letter  written  by  the  prince 
regent  to  the  Duke  of  York  on  the  13th  of  Fe¬ 
bruary,  to  be  communicated  to  Lords  Grey  and 
Grenville,  his  royal  highness,  in  contemplation  of 
the  restrictions  on  his  authority  being  shortly  to 
expire,  had  expressed  his  wish  that  his  hands 
should  be  strengthened  by  the  association  in  the 
government  of  some  of  those  persons  with  whom 
the  early  habits  of  his  public  life  had  been  formed, 
and  that  the  arduous  contest  in  which  the  country 
was  engaged  might  be  conducted  “by  a  vigorous 
and  united  administration,  formed  on  the  most 
liberal  basis.”  But,  whatever  these  general  expres¬ 
sions  may  have  been  intended  to  imply,  it  is  certain 
that  there  was  no  change  in  the  actual  policy  of  the 
government  as  to  this  matter  down  to  the  death 
of  Mr.  Perceval.  In  the  negociations  that  were 
entered  into  immediately  after  that  event  with  Mr. 
Canning  and  the  Marquess  Wellesley,  Lord  Liver¬ 
pool  hinted  (in  his  letter  of  the  19th  May),  that  the 
considerations  which  “up  to  a  very  recent  period” 
had  absolutely  precluded  the  entertainment  of  the 
Catholic  question  by  the  government  might  by  some 
be  thought  “  since  the  month  of  February  ”  to  have 
ceased  to  he  in  force;  but,  as  Lord  Wellesley 
observed  in  his  answer,  whatever  might  be  the 
opinion  of  certain  individual  members  of  the  cabinet 
upon  this  point,  the  practical  result  had  been  that 
the  same  course  continued  to  be  pursued  by  the 
government  after  as  before  the  month  of  PYbruary. 
We  have  just  seen  that  in  April  Grattan’s  motion 
was  opposed  as  usual  by  all  the  ministers — by  those 
who  professed  themselves  favourable  to  the  prin¬ 
ciple  of  emancipation,  as  well  as  by  the  rest.  From 
the  moment  of  Mr.  Perceval’s  removal,  however, 
this  system  was  abandoned. 

On  the  22nd  of  June,  after  the  attempts  at  a  recon¬ 
struction  of  the  ministry  on  a  broader  basis  had 
failed,  and  Lord  Liverpool  remained  at  the  head 
of  affairs  with  a  cabinet  formed  substantially  of 
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the  old  materials,  Mr.  Canning  in  the  Commons 
moved,  that  the  House  would,  “  early  in  the  next 
session  of  parliament,  take  into  its  most  serious 
consideration  the  state  of  the  laws  affecting  his 
majesty’s  Roman  Catholic  subjects  in  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland ;  with  a  view  to  such  a  final  and  con¬ 
ciliatory  adjustment  as  may  be  conducive  to  the 
peace  and  strength  of  the  United  Kingdom,  to  the 
stability  of  the  Protestant  establishment,  and  to  the 
general  satisfaction  and  concord  of  all  classes  of 
his  majesty’s  subjects.”  On  that  very  morning 
there  had  arrived  in  London  certain  violent  resolu- 
tione  passed  at  an  aggregate  meeting  of  the  Catho¬ 
lics,  held  in  Dublin  on  the  18th,  one  of  which, 
alluding  to  the  late  petition  to  the  prince  regent, 
lamented  that  “  the  promised  boon  of  Catholic  free¬ 
dom  had  been  cruelly  intercepted  by  the  fatal 
witchery  of  an  unworthy,  secret  influence,  spurn¬ 
ing  alike  the  sanction  of  public  and  private  virtue, 
the  demands  of  personal  gratitude,  and  the  sacred 
obligations  of  plighted  honour while  others  ex¬ 
pressed  a  determination  to  accept  only  of  full,  un¬ 
qualified,  and  unconditional  emancipation ;  and 
the  speeches  and  whole  tone  of  the  proceedings 
were  fiercely  opposed  to  the  project  of  accompany¬ 
ing  the  repeal  of  the  penal  laws,  either  by  the  Veto, 
or  by  any  new  restrictions  under  the  name  of 
securities  for  the  established  church.  Canning 
began  his  speech  by  alluding  to  the  anxiety  exist¬ 
ing  in  Ireland  on  the  subject  of  his  motion ;  an 
anxiety  of  which  he  was  sorry  to  say  they  had,  in 
the  course  of  that  very  day,  received  some  strong 
and  painful  indications ;  but  what  had  just  taken 
place  in  Dublin,  he  ingeniously  added,  appeared  to 
him  only  one  symptom  of  that  habitual  irritation 
of  the  public  mind  in  Ireland,  which  was  produced 
by  the  unsettled  state  of  the  question  to  which  his 
motion  related,  and  an  additional  motive  for  re¬ 
commending  the  immediate  consideration  of  that 
question  in  the  only  quarters,  and  in  the  only 
mode,  by  which  it  could  be  brought  to  a  final  and 
satisfactory  adjustment.  In  the  debate  that  fol¬ 
lowed  the  motion  w’as  supported  both  by  Mr.  Wel¬ 
lesley  Pole  (who  was  on  the  point  of  resigning  the 
Irish  secretaryship  to  Mr.  Peel),  and  by  Lord 
Castlereagh  and  other  members  of  the  ministry. 
Some  of  the  members,  however,  such  as  Mr.  Van- 
sittart,  the  new  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  in  de¬ 
claring  their  intention  to  vote  for  the  motion,  in¬ 
timated  that  their  opinions  in  opposition  to  what 
was  called  emancipation  remained  unchanged, 
and  that  the  concessions  which  they  were  prepared 
to  agree  to,  if  the  proposed  inquiry  should  be  in¬ 
stituted,  were  confined  within  comparatively  nar¬ 
row  limits,  and  could  not  be  expected  to  prove 
satisfactory  to  the  zealous  advocates  of  the  Catholic 
cause.  In  the  end,  after  an  timendment  moved  by 
General  Mathew,  proposing  that  the  House  should 
take  the  subject  into  immediate  consideration,  had 
been  negatived  without  a  division,  the  original  mo¬ 
tion  was  carried  by  a  majority  of  more  than  two 
to  one,  the  numbers  being — Ayes  2.35,  Noes  100. 
And  still  more  remarkable,  perhaps,  than  tliis 
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victory  was  the  result  of  a  similar  motion  made  on 
the  1st  of  July  by  the  Marquess  Wellesley  in  the 
Lords,  where  the  previous  question,  moved  by  the 
Lord  Chancellor,  was  carried  only  by  a  majority  of 
one,  the  numbers  being  126  (including  52  proxies), 
against  125  (including  51  proxies  ;  so  that  the 
peers  present  were  equally  divided). 

The  parliament,  however,  which  had  already  sat 
six  sessions,  having  been  dissolved  in  September, 
the  pledge  which  Canning  had  obtained  from  the 
House  of  Commons  came  to  nothing.  But  on  the 
25th  of  February,  1813,  the  question  was  once 
more  brought  forward,  in  the  new  parliament,  by 
Grattan,  who  moved  that  the  House  should  imme¬ 
diately  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  for  the  object 
specified  in  Canning’s  resolution.  The  subject 
had  for  many  months  before  been  agitated  out  of 
doors  more  generally  and  eagerly  than  ever,  and 
petitions  for  and  against  emancipation,  from  all 
parts  of  Great  Britain  as  well  as  of  Ireland,  had 
for  some  time  preceding  the  expected  discus¬ 
sion  been  poured  into  both  Flouses.  The  debate 
in  the  Commons  lasted  four  nights,  on  each  of 
which  the  House  sat  till  two  or  half-past  Bvo  in 
the  morning,  and  the  division  took  place  at  four 
o’clock  on  the  morning  of  Wednesday  the  2nd  of 
March,  when  the  motion  was  carried  by  a  majority 
of  40,  the  numbers  being  264  for  it,  and  224 
against  it.*  In  the  speech  with  which  he  intro¬ 
duced  his  motion  Grattan  had  referred  very  shortly 
to  the  subject  of  securities,  by  stating  that  the  bill 
he  proposed  to  bring  in  should  contain  “  such  pro¬ 
visions  as  would  guard  the  rights  of  the  church, 
and  the  colleges,  and  the  corporations;”  but  the 
most  important  statement  that  w'as  made  in  refer¬ 
ence  to  this  point  was  by  Mr.  Plunkett,  who  de¬ 
clared  that  the  opinion  he  had  always  entertained, 
and  alw'ays  expressed,  publicly  and  privately,  was 
that  the  measure  of  emancipation  could  not  be 
finally  and  satisfactorily  adjusted  unless  some  ar¬ 
rangement  should  be  made  with  respect  to  the 
Roman  Catholic  clergy,  and  some  security  afforded 
to  the  state  against  foreign  interference.  “On 
the  best  consideration  I  have  been  able  to  give  the 
subject,”  he  added,  “  and  on  the  fullest  communi¬ 
cation  I  have  been  enabled  to  obtain  on  it,  I  am 
satisfied  that  such  security  maybe  afforded  without 
interfering  in  any  degree  with  the  essentials  of 
their  religion ;  and,  if  so,  the  mere  circumstance 
of  its  being  required  is  a  sufficient  reason  for  con¬ 
ceding  it.  . .  .What  this  security  may  be,  provided 
it  shall  be  effectual,  ought,  as  I  conceive,  to  be  left 
to  the  option  of  the  Catholic  body.  I  am  little 
solicitous  about  the  form,  so  that  the  substance  is 
attained.  As  a  Veto  has  been  objected  to,  let  it  not 
be  required  ;  but  let  the  security  be  afforded  either 
by  domestic  nomination  of  the  clergy,  or  in  any 
shape  or  form  which  shall  exclude  the  practical 
effect  of  foreign  interference.  Let  them  be  libe¬ 
rally  provided  for  by  the  state,  let  them  be  natives 
of  the  country  and  educated  in  the  country,  and 

*  TIh*  ropovt  of  tliis  debate  fills  330  columns  of  ihe  ParUammlaiy 
Debates." 
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let  the  full  and  plenary  exercise  of  spiritual  autho¬ 
rity  by  the  pope,  which  forms  an  essential  part  of 
tlieir  religious  discipline,  remain  in  all  its  force  j 
leave  to  their  choice  the  mode  of  reconciling  these 
principles,  and  stand  not  upon  the  manner,  if  the 
thing  is  done.”  On  the  9th  of  March  the  House 
went  into  committee  in  conformity  with  the  deci¬ 
sion  come  to  that  day  week.  That  night  was  con¬ 
sumed  in  a  debate  upon  a  general  preliminary 
resolution  moved  by  Grattan,  affirming  the  expe¬ 
diency  of  providing  for  the  removal  of  the  Catholic 
disabilities,  the  opposition  to  which  was  led  by 
the  speaker,  Mr.  Abbot,  but  which  was  carried  on 
a  division  by  a  majority  of  186  to  1 19.  On  the  30th 
of  April  the  Emancipation  Bill  was  at  last  brought 
in  by  Grattan,  and,  having  been  read  a  first  time, 
was  ordered  to  be  printed.  It  proposed  to  substi¬ 
tute  a  new  declaration  and  oath,  to  be  taken  by 
Roman  Catholics  instead  of  the  oaths  of  allegiance, 
abjuration,  and  supremacy,  and  the  declarations 
against  transubstantiation  and  the  invocation  of 
saints ;  and  to  provide  that  no  Roman  Catholic 
should  hold  the  office  of  lord  high  chancellor,  or 
lord  keeper  or  lord  commissioner  of  the  great  seal 
of  Great  Britain,  or  of  lord  lieutenant  or  lord 
deputy,  or  other  chief  governor,  of  Ireland,  or  any 
office  in  the  established  churches  of  England  and 
Ireland,  or  of  Scotland,  or  in  the  ecclesiastical 
courts,  or  the  universities  or  colleges,  or  schools  of 
royal  or  ecclesiastical  foundation,  or  should  e.xer- 
cise  any  right  of  presentation  to  ecclesiastical  bene¬ 
fices,  or  advise  the  crown  in  such  exercise  :  and 
it  further  proposed  to  enact  that  no  person  born 
out  of  his  majesty’s  dominions,  except  those  born 
of  British  or  Irish  parents,  should  be  capable  of 
exercising  any  episcopal  duties  or  functions  within 
the  United  IGngdom,  under  the  penalty  of  being 
liable  to  be  sent  out  of  the  kingdom.  Difficulties, 
however,  now  began  rapidly  to  accumulate  around 
the  attempt  which  had  been  so  far  successful  to 
settle  this  great  question  of  domestic  policy.  The 
first  opposition  came  from  a  section  of  the  friends 
of  the  measure,  to  satisfy  whose  scruples  it  was 
found  necessary  to  make  the  bill  more  restrictive 
by  the  addition  of  the  offices  of  lord  chancellor  or 
lord  keeper  of  Ireland,  and  commander-in-chief  in 
Great  Britain,  to  those  from  which  Catholics  were 
to  be  excluded,  and  also  by  the  appointment  of 
two  commissions  or  boards,  one  for  Great  Britain 
and  the  other  for  Ireland,  consisting  of  a  certain 
number  of  Catholic  bishops,  peers,  and  com¬ 
moners,  which  should  make  a  report  to  the  king 
or  the  lord-lieutenant  in  attestation  of  the  loyalty 
and  peaceable  conduct  of  every  person  desiring  to 
exercise  episcopal  functions  in  the  Roman  Catholic 
church,  before  he  should  be  permitted  so  to  do. 
Clauses  to  effect  these  changes  in  the  bill  were 
accordingly  prepared,  and  made  generally  known 
before  the  day  appointed  for  the  second  reading, 
the  llth  of  May.  But  when  that  day  came.  Sir 
John  Coxe  Hippesley,  hitherto  a  strenuous  advocate 
of  emanciiiation,  and  long  the  recognised  agent  in 
parliament  of  the  English  Catholics,  moved,  ac¬ 


cording  to  a  notice  which  he  had  previously  given, 
that,  instead  of  the  bill  being  proceeded  with,  a 
select  committee  should  be  appointed  to  examine 
and  report  on  the  state  of  the  laws  affecting  the 
Catholics,  on  the  number  of  their  clergy,  on  their 
intercourse  with  the  see  of  Rome,  and  on  the  re¬ 
gulations  of  foreign  states  respecting  the  nomina¬ 
tion  and  collation  of  clergy^  of  that  persuasion,  and 
the  terms  on  which  they  were  permitted  to  hold 
such  intercourse.  The  honourable  baronet’s  speech 
was  very  learned  (as  all  his  speeches  were)  and 
very  long ;  but  the  pith  of  it  was  contained  in  the 
few  words  in  which  he  expressed  himself  when 
he  gave  notice  of  his  motion  a  few  days  before,  on 
which  occasion  he  declared  that  he  yielded  to  no 
man  in  ardour  on  the  subject  of  Catholic  emanci¬ 
pation,  “  but  he  would  say  that,  as  to  the  simple 
repeal  of  the  existing  disabilities,  simple  would  be 
the  vote  of  that  House  in  agreeing  to  it.”  The 
motion,  however,  was  negatived,  after  a  debate  of 
some  length,  by  a  majority  of  235  against  187 ; 
and  on  the  13th  the  second  reading  of  Grattan’s 
bill  was  carried  by  a  majority  of  245  to  203.  It 
was  committed  the  next  day ;  but  no  discussion 
took  place  till  the  24th,  when  Abbot,  the  speaker, 
again  led  the  attack,  and,  in  a  celebrated  speech,"* 
moved  that  the  words  “  to  sit  and  vote  in  either 
House  of  parliament  ”  should  be  left  out  of  the 
bill.  The  state  of  feeling  among  the  Catholic 
public  at  this  time  may  be  gathered  from  a  short 
passage  in  Mr.  Abbot’s  speech.  “  Have  the  Roman 
Catholic  laity,”  said  he,  “  and  their  Catholic  Board 
(the  hitherto  avowed  and  accredited  organ  of  their 
sentiments)  declared  their  approbation  of  this  bill .? 
Certainly  not.  And,  so  far  as  we  do  know  of  their 
proceedings,  some  of  their  most  distinguished 
leaders  and  auxiliary  delegates  have,  in  three 
successive  meetings,  most  vehemently  declaimed 
against  it.  The  Roman  Catholic  clergy,  on  their 
part,  also  cry  out  loud  against  its  ecclesiastical 
provisions.  The  Roman  Catholic  metropolitan 
Archbishop  of  Dublin,  Dr.  Troy,  has  declared 
them  to  be  worse  than  the  old  veto.  And  a  vicar 
apostolic  in  England  [Dr.  Milner],  who  presides 
episcopally  over  the  midland  district,  and  is  him¬ 
self  the  agent  for  all  the  Roman  Catholic  prelates 
of  Ireland,  has  denounced  them  as  what  all  Roman 
Catholics  must  abhor,  and  has  declared  to  the 
world  that,  sooner  than  accept  them,  they  will  lay 
down  their  lives  upon  the  scaffold.”  And  even 
the  language  of  some  of  the  friends  of  emancipation 
in  the  House,  such  as  Sir  J.  C.  Hippesley,  who 
declared  that  the  clause  taken  by  itself  had  his  most 
cordial  approbation,  but  who  declined  voting  for 
it  as  part  of  the  present  bill,  may  show  us  how 
poor  a  prospect  there  was  of  the  measure  proving 
satisfactory  if  it  had  been  assented  to  by  the  legisla¬ 
ture.  “  The  bill,”  the  honourable  baronet  affirmed, 
“  had  been  carried  by  physical  force,  not  by  dis¬ 
cussion  ;  and  he  would  predict  that  the  triumph 
would  be  short,  which  had  arisen  from  the  inde- 

•  Immortalized  in  Moore’s  lines,  '*  There  was  a  little  man,  and  he 
had  a  little  soul/’  &c. 
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cent  precipitation  of  the  hill,  when  the  House 
should  come  to  its  senses.”  The  triumph  of  the 
supporters  of  the  measure  was  in  fact  over  already, 
or  on  the  point  of  extinction.  The  question  hav¬ 
ing  been  loudly  called  for,  the  committee  divided 
at  near  two  in  the  morning — and  then  it  was  found 
that  the  clause  was  lost,  the  numbers  being  247  for 
it  and  251  against  it.  Upon  this  result  being 
announced,  Mr.  Ponsonby  rose  and  said  that,  as 
the  bill  without  this  principal  clause  was  neither 
worthy  of  the  acceptance  of  the  Catholics  nor  of 
the  further  support  of  the  friends  of  concession,  he 
would  move  that  the  chairman  do  now  leave  the 
chair ;  which  motion  being  agreed  to,  there  was 
consequently  no  report  made  to  the  House,  and  the 
bill  proceeded  no  farther.  That  day  week,  how¬ 
ever,  Grattan  gave  notice  that  lie  would  move  for 
leave  to  bring  in  another  bill  early  in  the  next 
session.  Meanwhile,  the  Roman  Catholic  prelates 
of  Ireland,  in  a  meeting  held  at  Dublin  on  the 
26th,  had  issued  an  address  to  the  clergy  and  laity 
of  their  communion  in  that  country,  in  which  they 
announced  their  unanimous  adoption  of  the  follow'- 
ing  resolutions: — “  1.  That,  having  seriously  ex¬ 
amined  a  copy  of  the  bill  lately  brought  into  par¬ 
liament,  purporting  to  provide  for  the  removal  -of 
the  civil  and  military  disqualifications  under  which 
his  majesty’s  Roman  Catholic  subjects  labour,  we 
feel  ourselves  bound  to  declare  that  certain  eccle¬ 
siastical  clauses  or  securities  therein  contained 
are  utterly  incompatible  with  the  discipline  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  church,  and  with  the  free  exercise 
of  our  religion ;  2.  That  we  cannot,  without  in¬ 
curring  the  heavy  guilt  of  schism,  accede  to  such 
regulations ;  nor  can  wx  dissemble  our  dismay  and 
consternation  at  the  consequences  which  such  re¬ 
gulations,  if  enforced,  must  necessarily  produce.” 
Subsequently,  at  a  meeting  of  the  Catholic  Board 
in  Dublin,  on  the  ITth  of  July,  a  committee  was 
actually  appointed,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  O'Gor¬ 
man,  to  consider  the  propriety  of  addressing  the 
Spanish  cortes,  to  request  their  interference  in 
favour  of  their  co-religionists  of  Ireland  !  On  the 
other  hand.  Orange  Societies  wxre  now,  for  the  first 
time,  established  in  England. 

The  British  Roman  Catholic  Board,  however, 
declined  to  join  in  the  violent  or  extreme  course 
adopted  by  their  Irish  brethren.  In  a  meeting,  held 
at  London  on  the  25th  of  May,  they  passed  a  resolu¬ 
tion  expressive  of  their  gratitude  to  the  framers 
and  supporters  of  t'tie  late  bill ;  and  another  condem¬ 
natory  of  the  conduct  of  Dr.  Milner,  who  had  just 
published  a  bitter  pamphlet  against  that  measure, 
and  to  whom  a  vote  of  thanks  had  been  carried  in 
the  Irish  Board.  On  the  31st  of  May  the  Duke 
of  Norfolk  introduced  in  the  Lords  a  bill  to  secure 
to  Irish  Catholics  while  resident  in  Great  Britain 
the  immunities  granted  to  them  by  the  Irish  Act  of 
the  .33  Geo.  HI.,  rejiealing  the  jienalties  imposed 
by  the  21  Char.  II.;  and  this  bill,  being  supported 
by  the  government,  passed  both  Houses  before  the 
termination  of  the  session,  without  o])position,  and 
became  law  as  the  statute  53  Geo.  III.  c.  128. 


[Book  III. 

The  question  of  emancipation  never  again  at¬ 
tained  so  high  a  point  of  prosperity  in  parliament 
during  the  present  period.  The  spring  and  summer 
of  the  ne.xt  year,  1814,  were  distinguished  by  the 
prevalence  in  Ireland  of  a  fierce  and  general  spirit 
of  outrage,  w'hich  was  undoubtedly  traceable  in 
great  part  to  the  excitement  supplied  by  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  Orangemen  and  Ribbonrnen,  and  other 
illegal  party  associations  both  among  Catholics  and 
Protestants.  In  the  end  of  June  and  beginning  of 
July  several  bills  for  enabling  the  government  the 
better  to  meet  and  repress  the  disturbances  were 
introduced  into  the  House  of  Commons  by  the  Irish 
secretary,  Mr.  Peel,  and  were  carried  at  a  rapid 
pace  through  parliament  and  passed  into  laws. 
Meanwhile  a  new  commotion  had  been  raised  in 
the  Catholic  body  by  the  publication  in  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  May  of  a  rescript  or  letter  from  Monsignor 
Quarantotti,  president  of  the  Sacred  Missions  at 
Rome,  communicating  the  opinion  of  a  council  of 
the  most  learned  prelates  and  theologians  of  that 
city,  to  the  effect  that  certain  propositions  for  a  new’ 
emancipation  bill  which  had  been  transmitted  to 
him  for  his  consideration  might  be  and  ought  to  be 
accepted  by  the  Irish  Catholics.  At  a  meeting  of 
the  Catholic  Board,  held  at  Dublin  on  the  7th  of 
May,  a  furious  cry  of  indignation  against  this  ad¬ 
vice  of  Quarantotti  and  “  the  slaves  at  Rome  ”  was 
raised  by  Mr.  O’Connell,  and  a  committee  was  ap¬ 
pointed  to  prepare  resolutions  condemnatory  of  the 
letter  for  an  aggregate  meeting  which  was  to  take 
place  on  the  19th.  On  the  12th,  also,  the  Catholic 
clergy  of  Dublin  met  and  passed  resolutions  de¬ 
claring  the  rescript  non-obligatory  on  the  Catholic 
church  in  Ireland,  and  against  the  granting  to  an 
anti-Catholic  government  of  any  power,  direct  or 
indirect,  in  the  appointment  of  Catholic  bishops. 
At  the  aggregate  meeting  on  the  19th  the  con¬ 
demnation  of  the  rescript  was  carried  by  a  great 
majority.  On  the  25th  it  was  declared  not  man¬ 
datory  by  the  Catholic  bishops,  in  a  meeting  of 
their  body  held  at  the  college  of  Maynooth;  and  a 
deputation  was  appointed  to  convey  their  unani¬ 
mous  sentiments  on  the  subject  to  the  holy  see. 

In  this  state  of  things,  on  the  27th  of  May, 
Mr.  Grattan  intimated  to  the  House  of  Commons 
that  he  should  not  bring  forward  any  measure 
founded  upon  the  Catholic  claims  in  present  cir¬ 
cumstances.  “  I  shall  not,”  he  said,  “  enter  into 
a  detail  of  those  circumstances ;  it  is  sulGcient  to 
say  that  no  proposition  can  under  those  circum¬ 
stances  be  formed  with  any  prospect  of  advantage, 
or  with  any  other  effect  than  to  throw  back  the 
question,  and  to  throw  it  back  at  a  time  when 
nothing  but  precipitation  can  prevent  its  ultimate 
success.”  In  this  determination  Sir  J.  Coxe  Hip- 
pesley  expressed  his  concurrence  ;  the  necessity  of 
deliberation,  which  he  had  always  urged  upon  the 
House,  was,  he  said,  increased  by  existing  circum¬ 
stances;  and  then  he  added:  “  It  was  not  his  in¬ 
tention  to  enter  into  these  circumstances  ;  but  he 
thought  it  necessary  to  notice  that  the  Catholic  Board 
was  permanently  sitting  in  Dublin,  and,  in  fact 
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was  become  a  permanent  parliament,  levying  taxes 

on  the  Catholics  of  Ireland . He  had  not 

heard  whether  the  right  honourable  gentlemen  op¬ 
posite  intended  to  interfere  with  the  Catholic  Board ; 
but  it  was  certainly  their  duty  immediately  to  sup¬ 
press  it.”  On  the  8th  of  June,  a  similar  announce¬ 
ment  to  that  made  by  Grattan  in  the  Commons  was 
made  by  Lord  Donoughmore  in  the  Lords. 

Before  the  last-mentioned  day  the  step  Hippesley 
recommended  had  been  taken  by  ministers.  On 
the  3rd  of  June,  Dublin  was  surprised  by  a  pro¬ 
clamation  from  the  lord-lieutenant  declaring  the 
Catholic  Board  to  be  an  illegal  body,  and  giving 
notice  that,  if  it  should  continue  its  meetings,  all 
those  present  w'ould  be  proceeded  against  according 
to  law.  An  aggregate  meeting  of  the  Catholics  was 
forthwith  held,  at  which  a  resolution  was  passed 
denying  the  illegality  of  the  board  ;  but  that  body 
nevertheless  abstained  from  continuing  its  meetings 
in  the  face  of  the  proclamation. 

In  1815,  Ireland  was  in  a  still  more  disturbed 
state  than  it  had  been  in  the  preceding  year,  and 
additional  powers  were  put  into  the  hands  of  go¬ 
vernment  by  the  renewal  of  the  Insurrection  Act 
and  other  legislative  measures.  The  Catholics  now-, 
at  an  aggregate  meeting  held  in  January,  recom¬ 
mended  that  the  members  of  the  late  board  should 
form  a  voluntary  association  ;  and  at  a  meeting  of 
this  body,  which  took  the  name  of  the  Catholic 
Association,  it  was  some  time  after  resolved  that 
another  application  should  be  made  to  parliament. 
But  Grattan  still  declined  moving  in  the  matter. 
In  these  circumstances  the  charge  of  the  question 
was  committed  to  Sir  Henry  Parnell,  who  on  the 
30th  of  May  proposed  that  the  Commons  should 
resolve  themselves  into  a  committee  of  the  whole 
House  to  take  it  into  immediate  consideration. 
The  motion  was  directly  opposed  by  Hippesley  ; 
Canning  and  Plunkett  were  not  in  the  House;  and 
Castlereagh  and  many  other  friends  of  eman¬ 
cipation,  while  consenting  to  go  into  committee, 
expressed  in  strong  terms  their  sense  of  the  inex- 
])ediency  of  the  proposition  at  that  moment,  and 
intimated  that  there  were  many  parts  of  the  bill 
which  Parnell  intended  to  bring  in  (and  which  had 
been  already  printed  in  the  newspapers,  as  well  as 
sufficiently  explained  in  a  series  of  resolutions 
moved  on  a  former  day,  but  withdrawn,  on  account 
of  an  informality,  without  being  put  to  the  vote) 
to  which  they  could  not  give  their  support. 
Grattan  stated  the  course  he  should  pursue,  and 
the  considerations  by  Nvhich  he  was  guided,  in  a 
few  impressive  wmrds  at  the  end  of  the  debate. 
He  should  certainly  vote,  he  said,  for  going  into 
the  committee,  on  the  principle  which  had  been 
explained  by  so  many  of  the  preceding  speakers  ; 
but  for  some  of  the  parts  of  the  measure  to  be  pro¬ 
posed  he  must  frankly  declare  that  he  could  not 
vote.  “  1  have  no  hesitation,”  he  added,  “  in  say¬ 
ing  that  I  condemn  the  application  for  unqualified 
concession.  The  knowledge  I  have  of  the  senti¬ 
ments  of  this  House  convinces  me  that  such  a  pro¬ 
position  will  not  pass . Sir,  unless  the 
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Catholic  body  pursue  a  conciliatory  line  of  conduct 
— unless  they  come  to  this  House,  not  with  a  silent 
and  implied,  but  with  a  declared  attachment  to  the 
vital  principles  of  the  constitution,  they  will  not 
succeed.  I  have  told  them  before,  and  I  now  re¬ 
peat  it,  that,  unless  they  adopt  a  spirit  of  concilia¬ 
tion,  they  w'ill  never  succeed.  I  will  say  further, 
that  conciliation  is  not  only  necessary  to  their  in¬ 
terest,  but  essential  to  their  duty  both  to  the  state 
and  to  one  another.”  The  motion  for  going  into 
committee  was  negatived  on  a  division  by  a  ma¬ 
jority  of  228  to  141.  A  similar  motion,  made  on 
the  8th  of  June  in  the  other  House  by  Lord  Do¬ 
noughmore,  who,  however,  guarded  himself  against 
being  supposed  to  have  any  connexion  with  or  to 
act  with  any  reference  to  any  proceedings  that  had 
taken  place  elsewhere,  either  in  or  out  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  was,  after  a  short  debate,  transformed  by  its 
author’s  consent  into  a  motion  that  the  House 
would  resolve  itself  into  the  proposed  committee  at 
an  early  period  of  the  next  session,  and  was  then 
rejected  by  a  majority  of  86  (including  44  proxies) 
to  60  (including  31  proxies).  The  diminished 
numbers  that  voted  upon  the  question  this  session, 
and  attended  the  discussion,  in  either  House,  was 
of  as  unfavourable  augury  for  its  immediate  or 
speedy  success  as  even  the  increased  majorities  by 
which  it  was  thrown  out.  It  is  proper,  however, 
to  mention  that  Lord  Donoughmore  expressed  him¬ 
self,  for  his  own  part,  opposed  to  securities,  and 
stated  that  he  objected  to  the  clauses  added  in 
committee  to  the  bdl  of  1813. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Catholic  Association  at 
Dublin,  in  December,  a  letter  was  read  from  Car¬ 
dinal  Litta,  written  by  desire  of  the  pope,  in 
which  permission  was  given  to  Catholics  to  take 
any  one  of  three  forms,  which  were  annexed,  ot 
an  oath  of  fidelity  and  obedience  to  the  crown,  and 
in  which  his  holiness  also  expressed  his  willing¬ 
ness  to  permit  a  list  of  candidates  or  nominees  to 
be  exhibited  to  the  government  when  appointments 
were  to  be  made  to  bishoprics,  that,  if  any  of  them 
should  be  disliked  or  suspected,  their  names  might 
be  struck  out,  provided  a  sufficient  number  were 
left  for  his  holiness  to  choose  from.  The  liglit, 
however,  of  revising,  sanctioning,  or  rejecting 
rescripts  from  Rome,  it  was  declared,  could  never 
be  conceded  to  the  government,  nor  even  discussed 
or  taken  into  consideration :  “  it  is  an  abuse,” 
said  the  letter,  “  which  the  Holy  See,  to  prevent 
greater  evils,  is  forced  to  endure,  but  can  by  no 
means  sanction.”  This  letter  had  not  much  effect 
in  reconciling  the  Irish  Catholics  even  to  the  qua¬ 
lified  Veto  and  other  concessions  which  it  recom¬ 
mended  or  authorised. 

In  the  next  session  the  Catholic  claims  were 
twice  brought  before  the  House  of  Commons,  by 
Grattan  as  the  representative  or  organ  of  one 
section  of  the  Irish  Catholics,  by  Sir  Henry  Par¬ 
nell  as  speaking  the  sentiments  of  another  section. 
On  the  21st  of  May,  1816,  Grattan,  holding  in  his 
hand  the  letter  of  Cardinal  Litta,  moved  in  a  short 
speech  that  the  House  would  take  the  laws  affect- 
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ing  the  Roman  Catholics  into  consideration  early 
in  the  next  session  of  parliament ;  but  the  motion 
was  rejected  on  a  division  by  a  majority  of  ll2  to 
141.  Sir  Henry  Parnell  proposed  his  scheme  on 
the  6th  of  June  following  in  his  favourite  form  of 
a  series  of  resolutions,  which,  however,  on  finding 
that  he  was  not  to  have  the  support  of  Lord 
Castlereagh  and  the  other  government  friends  of 
emancipation,  he  withdrew  without  pressing  them 
to  a  division.  On  the  21st  of  the  same  month  the 
subject  underwent  another  short  discussion  in  the 
Lords  on  a  resolution,  similar  to  Grattan’s,  moved 
by  Lord  Donoughmore,  which  was  also  negatived 
on  a  division,  but  only  by  a  narrow  majority,  the 
numbers  being  for  the  motion  69  (including  29 
proxies),  against  it  73  (including  36  proxies). 

In  1817  the  question  was  again  brought  before 
the  House  of  Commons,  on  the  9th  of  May,  by 
Grattan,  in  a  motion  for  taking  the  law's  affecting 
the  Roman  Catholics  into  immediate  consideration 
in  a  committee  of  the  whole  House.  His  idea, 
Grattan  stated,  was,  not  in  any  degree  whatever  to 
put  it  out  of  the  power  of  the  House  to  insist  on 
full  satisfaction  relative  to  the  proffered  securities 
before  they  proceeded  to  legislate ;  so  that  nothing 
that  might  take  place  should  be  considered  opera¬ 
tive  unless  the  House  should  be  perfectly  satisfied 
that  the  securities  offered  would  ensure  the  safety 
of  the  Protestant  church  and  state.  Nevertheless, 
it  should  appear  that  Grattan  came  forward  on 
this  occasion  as  to  a  certain  extent  the  representa¬ 
tive  of  both  the  parties  into  which  the  Catholics 
were  divided.  The  two  parties,  at  least,  had  agreed 
to  keep  their  differences  in  abeyance  till  it  should 
be  seen  what  was  the  issue  of  the  present  motion. 
The  state  of  matters  out  of  doors  at  the  moment  is 
thus  clearly  and  correctly  described  in  a  speech 
delivered  in  opposition  to  the  motion  by  Mr. 
Leslie  F’oster  : — “  In  the  last  year  the  Catholics  of 
Ireland  were  divided;  the  one,  principally  consist¬ 
ing  of  their  lay  aristocracy,  and  those  under  their 
immediate  influence,  presented  a  list  of  a  few  hun¬ 
dred  names ;  the  other  included  their  clergy,  and 
the  persons  present  at  the  various  county  and  ag¬ 
gregate  meetings  which  were  held,  and,  it  may  be 
asserted  in  truth,  embraced  the  great  mass  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  population.  The  first  class,  in 
return  for  emancipation,  were  ready  to  acquiesce 
in  any  arrangements  or  regulations  that  should  be 
found  not  inconsistent  with  their  religion.  The 
second,  and  more  numerous,  would  hear  nothing  of 
regulations.  The  different  securities  which  had 
been  suggested  were  by  them  considered  as  so 
many  forms  of  insult,  and  unqualified  emancipa¬ 
tion  alone  was  in  their  opinion  worthy  of  accept¬ 
ance  ;  tlie  smaller  party  were  by  them  denounced 
as  betrayers  of  the  cause ;  their  petition  was  deno¬ 
minated  a  scandalous  document,  and,  as  I  am  in¬ 
formed,  was  condemned  in  Dublin  by  a  Roman 
Catliolic  archbishop  from  liis  pulpit.  Tlie  pro¬ 
posed  security  which  excited  all  this  indignation 
was  the  concession  of  a  Veto  to  the  crown  in  the 
nomination  of  their  bishops.  To-day  we  hear 
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nothing  of  the  smaller  party.  They  observe  a  pru¬ 
dent,  and,  perhaps,  a  necessary  silence ;  but  we 
are  distinctly  told  that  the  great  body  of  the  Ca¬ 
tholics,  rather  than  agree  to  the  detested  measure 
of  the  Veto  under  any  form,  prefer  to  continue  with¬ 
out  emancipation.  .  .  .  They  come  forward, 

however,  with  anew  offer,  and  propose  the  domestic 
nomination  of  their  bishops,  as  an  all-sufficient 
security  to  satisfy  every  Protestant  apprehension. 
On  a  former  night,  when  the  petition  was  pre¬ 
sented,*  we  were  informed  that  the  Catholics  are 
at  this  time  in  a  peculiar  disposition  for  arrange¬ 
ments;  but  it  was  afterwards  distinctly  acknow¬ 
ledged,  and  will  not  now'  be  denied,  that  all  their 
readiness  is  confined  within  the  narrow  limits  of 
this  offer  : — they  are  ready  to  appoint  their  own 
bishops,  and  the  pope  is  ready  to  give  up  his  claim 
to  their  nomination.  And  this  is  their  proposal.” 
This,  how'ever,  Mr.  Foster  proceeded  to  show  was 
to  propose  nothing  new  ;  it  was  to  propose  merely 
that  the  bishops  should  be  appointed  for  the  future 
in  the  same  manner  as  they  had  been  in  fact  ap¬ 
pointed  hitherto.  “  The  nomination,”  he  pro¬ 
ceeded,  “  of  the  Roman  Catholic  bishops  has  been 
for  a  long  time  as  practically  domestic  as  any  pos¬ 
sible  arrangement  can  now  render  it.  When  a 
see  is  vacant,  a  recommendation  is  forwarded  to 
Rome,  from  Ireland,  of  the  individual  who  is  to 
be  appointed,  and  I  understand  that  within  the 
time  of  memory  there  have  not  occurred  more  than 
tw'o  or  three  instances  of  any  difficulty  in  confirming 
the  choice  of  this  domestic  nomination.  The  per¬ 
sons  w’ho  thus  nominate  to  Rome  are,  as  I  under¬ 
stand,  a  certain  number  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
bishops :  how  they  are  selected  I  do  not  pretend 
to  know  :  latterly,  it  is  said  that,  by  mutual  cour¬ 
tesy,  they  recommend,  as  of  course,  the  coadjutor 
of  the  deceased  bishop.  This  coadjutor  is  selected 
hy  the  bishop  in  his  lifetime.  The  transmission 
of  the  episcopal  rank  in  the  Irish  Roman  Catholic 
church  is  therefore  in  practice  a  mere  matter  of 
testamentary  bequest,  every  bishop  taking  his 
office  under  the  will  of  his  immediate  predecessor 
in  the  see.  Some  persons,  I  know,  propose  that 
the  election  shall  hereafter  he  made  by  the  deans 
and  chapters;  the  bishops,  I  should  tliink,  would 
hardly  consent  to  such  an  alteration  ;  but,  if  they 
should,  the  new  mode  will  neither  be  more  do¬ 
mestic,  nor  more  conducive  than  the  present 
towards  giving  satisfaction  to  a  Protestant.”  The 
debate  to  which  Grattan’s  motion  gave  rise  was  of 
moderate  length,  and  was  terminated  by  a  division 
in  which  the  numbers  proved  to  be,  for  the  motion 
221,  against  it  245.  So  the  question  was  once 
more  lost.  On  that  day  week  a  similar  motion 
was  made  in  the  Upper  House  by  Lord  Donough¬ 
more,  and  was  rejected  by  a  majority  of  142  (in¬ 
cluding  60  proxies)  to  90  (including  36  proxies). 

In  the  course  of  this  session,  it  may  be  men¬ 
tioned,  an  .Act  was  quietly  passed,  under  the  title 
of  “An  Act  to  regulate  the  administration  of 

*  This  was  on  the  5^8th  of  April,  when  a  petition  from  the  Roman 
Catholics  of  Ireland  was  predented  b\  Sir  Henry  rarnelU 
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oaths  in  certain  cases  to  officers  in  his  majesty’s 
land  and  sea  forces”  (the  57  Geo.  III.  c.  82), 
which  in  effect  conferred  upon  Roman  Catholics 
the  same  right  of  holding  the  higher  commissions 
in  the  army  and  navy,  the  proposal  to  concede 
which  had  thrown  out  “  All  the  Talents”  ten  years 
before. 

The  next  time  that  the  question  of  Catliolic  Eman¬ 
cipation  was  brouglit  forw'ard  in  parliament,  and  the 
last  time  during  the  period  to  which  our  review  ex¬ 
tends,  was  in  the  session  of  1819.  On  the  3rd  of 
May  in  that  year  its  great  champion,  the  venerable 
Grattan,  again  lent  it  the  aid  of  his  eloquent  advocacy 
in  once  more  moving  that  it  should  be  immediately 
taken  into  consideration  in  a  committee  of  the 
whole  House.  The  debate  that  followed  w'as  chiefly 
remarkable  for  the  manner  in  which,  after  it  had 
gone  on  to  about  one  o’clock  in  the  morning,  the 
vote  was  precipitated  by  the  clamour  of  both  sides, 
while  it  was  understood  that  some  of  the  most  dis¬ 
tinguished  members  who  had  not  yet  spoken.  Lord 
Castlereagh,  Mr.  Canning,  Mr.  Plunkett,  Mr.  Peel, 
and  others,  were  anxious  to  address  the  House. 
The  general  determination,  however,  appeared  to  be 
not  to  suffer  the  debate  to  be  either  continued  or 
adjourned  ;  and,  the  question  having  been  put  from 
the  chair,  a  division  took  place,  when  it  was  found 
that  the  motion  was  negatived  by  a  majority  of  two, 
the  numbers  being  for  it  241,  against  it  243.  This 
W'as  Grattan’s  last  service ;  he  died  within  little 
more  than  a  year  from  this  time,  at  the  age  of 
seventy- five.  On  the  17th  of  May  a  motion  to  the 
same  effect  with  that  which  had  been  throw'n  out 
by  so  narrow  a  majority  in  the  Commons  w’as  made 
in  the  Lords  by  Lord  Donoughmore,  and  was  there 
negatived  by  a  majority  of  147  (including  50 
proxies)  to  106  (including  36  proxies).  Of  the 
bishops,  only  the  Bishop  of  Norwich  (Bathurst), 
who  was  present  and  spoke,  and  the  Bishop  of 
Rochester  (King),  who  sent  his  proxy,  voted  for 
the  motion ;  sixteen,  including  the  two  English 
archbishops,  divided  against  it,  and  five  more  voted 
by  )Hoxy  on  the  same  side. 

Thus,  after  so  many  years  of  almost  incessant 
battering  at  the  gates  of  the  constitution,  the  adhe¬ 
rents  of  the  ancient  religion,  forming  the  great 
mass  of  the  people  in  one  division  of  the  em[)ire, 
remained  still,  at  the  end  of  the  reign  of  George 
HI  .,  on  the  outside,  in  nearly  the  same  position  in 
which  they  had  been  left  by  the  last  relaxation  of 
the  penal  law's  in  1803,  and  as  to  political  rights 
much  where  they  had  been  placed  by  the  Revolu¬ 
tion  of  1688.  They  were  yet,  as  then,  incapable 
of  holding  office  either  under  the  crown  or  in  cor¬ 
porations,  and  of  either  sitting  in  jiarliament  or 
even  (if  the  oath  of  supremacy  should  be  tendered 
to  them)  exercising  the  elective  franchise.  The 
course  of  events,  however,  was  now  manifestly  and 
rapidly  preparing  the  way  for  their  restoration  to 
the  condition  of  citizens.  Though  their  legal  posi¬ 
tion  was  unchanged,  their  actual  power  was  prodi¬ 
giously  augmented  :  however  the  majorities  for  and 
against  them  might  fluctuate  in  either  House  of 


Parliament,  no  man  could  doubt  that  out  of  doors 
they  were  steadily  advancing  in  all  the  elements  of 
real  strength.  Even  the  apparent  divisions  that 
had  for  a  time  prevailed  among  them  had  only  had 
the  effect  in  the  end  of  more  completely  uniting 
them,  partly  by  proving  the  importance  of  union, 
partly  by  developing  the  numerical  insignificance 
of  the  minority.  The  Catholic  aristocracy  and 
gentry  never  again  attempted  or  showed  a  dispo¬ 
sition  to  make  a  bargain  for  themselves  by  giving 
up  any  of  the  points  upon  which  the  national  heart 
was  set,  or  by  separating  themselves  from  the 
clergy  and  the  people.  On  the  other  hand  juster 
views  of  the  mode  in  w'hich  the  question  ought  to 
be  looked  at  gradually  came  to  prevail;  and  it  was 
ultimately  settled  without  any  stipulations  as  to  the 
appointment  of  their  pastors,  or  other  matters 
belonging  to  the  internal  economy  of  their  church, 
being  demanded  from  the  Roman  Catholics  more 
than  from  other  bodies  of  dissenters. 

There  remains  to  be  noticed,  in  connexion  wdth 
the  history  of  religion  during  the  present  period, 
perhaps  the  most  extravagant  fanatical  delusion 
of  modern  times,  if  we  ought  not  rather  to  say 
of  any  age  or  country  whatever,  not  excepting 
the  most  benighted  and  barbarous ;  we  mean 
that  produced  by  the  famous  Joanna  Southcott. 
This  woman,  the  daughter  of  a  small  Devonshire 
farmer,  was  born  in  that  county  in  April,  1750,  and 
spent  the  first  forty-two  years  of  her  life  after  leav¬ 
ing  her  father’s  house  sometimes  working  at  the 
upholstery  business,  at  other  times  as  a  maid¬ 
servant  in  Exeter  and  the  neighbourhood,  as  little 
heard  of  by  the  w'orld  as  any  other  person  of  the 
same  humble  condition.  Besides,  however,  that 
she  was  not  good-looking,  and  was  on  that  account 
the  less  exposed  to  be  led  into  any  levity  or  unstea¬ 
diness,  she  had  always  been  of  a  religious  turn,  and 
was  in  the  habit  not  only  of  giving  most  of  her 
leisure  to  the  reading  of  the  Bible,  but  also,  accord¬ 
ing  to  her  own  account,  of,  in  all  cases  of  doubt  or 
difficulty,  making  direct  applications  to  heaven  for 
advice,  which,  she  said,  never  failed  to  be  given  to 
her  soon  afterwards  either  by  some  outward  sign 
or  some  inward  feeling  or  impulse.  She  belonged 
to  the  communion  of  the  Wesleyan  Methodists,  and 
was  very  zealous  in  her  attachment  to  her  sect.  It 
was  in  the  year  1792  that  her  insanity  (for  such, 
and  not  knavery  or  designed  imposture,  it  undoubt¬ 
edly  was)  made  what  we  may  call  its  first  public 
outbreak,  when  she  went  to  the  Methodist  clergy¬ 
man  she  attended,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Pomeroy  of  Exeter, 
with  a  quantity  of  sealed-up  packets,  which  she 
told  him  contained  her  prophecies,  and  desired  him 
to  keep  till  a  time  she  mentioned,  when  they  were 
to  be  opened  and  would  prove  the  truth  of  her 
claims  to  inspiration.  The  reverend  gentleman 
received  the  precious  papers,  and  was  evidently 
at  first  very  much  inclined  to  go  into  the  notion 
of  Joanna’s  prophetic  mission  ;  but  after  a  little 
time  he  changed  his  mind,  or  got  frightened,  and, 
declaring  his  opinion  to  be  that  her  inspiration  or 
call  was  from  the  devil,  he  committed  the  unopened 
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predictions  to  the  flames.  “  From  that  time,”  says 
a  late  distinguished  writer,  who  published  a  lively 
account  of  Joanna  and  her  doings  while  she  and 
Pomeroy  were  both  still  alive,  “  all  the  Joannians, 
who  are  now  no  inconsiderable  number,  regard  him 
as  the  arch-apostate.  He  is  the  Jehoiakim,  who 
burnt  Jeremiah’s  roll  of  prophecies;  he  is  their 
Judas  Iscariot,  a  second  Lucifer,  son  of  the  morn¬ 
ing.  They  call  upon  him  to  produce  these  pro¬ 
phecies,  which  she  boldly  asserts,  and  they  impli¬ 
citly  believe,  have  all  been  fulfilled,  and  therefore 
would  convince  the  world  of  the  truth  of  her  mission. 
In  vain  does  Mr.  Pomeroy  answer  that  he  has 
burnt  these  unhappy  papers  : — in  an  unhappy  hour 
for  himself  did  he  burn  them  !  Day  after  day  long 
letters  are  dispatched  to  him,  sometimes  from 
Joanna  herself,  sometimes  from  her  brother,  some¬ 
times  from  one  of  her  four-and-twenty  elders,  filled 
with  exhortation,  invective,  texts  of  Scripture,  and 
denunciations  of  the  law  in  this  world  and  the 
devil  in  the  next ;  and  these  letters  the  prophetess 
prints,  for  this  very  sufficient  reason — that  all  her 
believers  purchase  them.  Mr.  Pomeroy  sometimes 
treats  them  with  contempt;  at  other  times  he 
appeals  to  their  compassion,  and  beseeches  them,  if 
they  have  any  bowels  of  Christian  charity,  to  have 
compassion  on  him  and  let  him  rest,  and  no  longer 
add  to  the  inconceivable  and  irreparable  injuries 
which  they  have  already  occasioned  him.  If  he  is 
silent,  no  matter ;  on  they  go,  printing  copies  of  all 
which  they  write ;  and,  when  he  is  worried  into 
replying,  his  answers  also  serve  to  swell  Joanna’s 
books.  In  this  manner  is  this  poor  man,  because 
he  has  recovered  his  senses,  persecuted  by  a  crazy 
prophetess,  and  her  four-and-twenty  crazy  elders, 
who  seem  determined  not  to  desist  till,  one  way  or 
other,  they  have  made  him  as  ripe  for  Bedlam  as 
they  are  themselves.”*  Meanwhile,  the  falling 
away  of  her  first  believer  had  been  abundantly 
compensated  to  Joanna  by  the  accession  of  other 
adherents  both  lay  and  clerical.  Among  the  per¬ 
sons  of  superior  station  in  the  world  who  speedily 
joined  her  were  three  clergvmen  of  the  established 
church,  one  of  them  the  Reverend  T.  P.  Foley, 
minister  of  Old  Swinford  in  Worcestershire,  a  near 
relation  of  Lord  Foley,  and  a  distinguished  man  of 
fashion ;  but  her  most  zealous  disciple  was  the 
celebrated  William  Sharp,  the  engraver,  a  man  of 
genius,  and  the  most  eminent  practitioner  of  his  art 
in  England  in  that  day.  Many  of  her  followers 
at  a  somewhat  later  date  are  said  to  have  been  the 
same  persons  who  had  gathered  around  Richard 
Brothers  ;t  she  admitted  the  truth  of  Brothers’s 
mission  and  prophecies,  and  acknowledged  him  as 
King  of  the  Hebrews.  Brothers,  however,  whose 
day  was  from  about  1192  to  1798,  had  become 
nearly  cpiiet  before  Joanna  began  to  make  much 
noise.  It  was  not  till  some  time  after  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  present  century  that  she  came 
fairly  forward  as  the  foundress  of  a  new  religion — 

•  from  Enj^land,  by  Dun  M.  A.  Espriella  (vsiitten  by  llie 

lute  Dr.  Southey),  3  vols.  8vo.  Loud.  18UG. 

f  See  ante,  vol.  iii.  pp.  t>b8-5Ul. 
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a  sort  of  supplement  to  Christianity — for  to  this 
height  did  her  pretensions  at  length  soar :  she 
represented  Christianity  as  only  half  a  religion,  and 
the  scheme  of  redemption  imperfect,  until  she 
appeared  ;  she  w'as  the  bride  of  the  Spirit,  the  pro¬ 
mised  seed  that  was  to  bruise  the  serpent’s  head, 
the  woman  described  in  the  twelfth  chapter  of  the 
Revelation  of  St.  John,  who  was  to  be  clothed  with 
the  sun,  and  to  have  the  moon  under  her  feet,  and 
upon  her  head  a  crown  of  twelve  stars.  From  this 
time  she  poured  out  her  ravings  upon  the  world 
in  a  long  series  of  pamphlets,  some  of  which  pro¬ 
fess  to  have  been  taken  down  from  her  dictation, 
and  all  of  which  must  have  been  obtained  in  that 
manner ;  for,  notwithstanding  the  story  of  the 
manuscript  prophecies  in  the  sealed  papers,  it 
seems  certain  that  she  could  not  write :  what  she 
gave  out  as  her  written  predictions  were  only  cer¬ 
tain  scrawlings  which  could  not  be  read,  either  by 
anybody  else  or  even  by  herself,  until  after  the 
events  by  which  it  was  pretended  they  were  ful¬ 
filled.  To  many  of  her  books  are  subscribed  the 
names  of  two  of  her  female  assistants,  Ann  Under¬ 
wood  and  Jane  Townley — the  former  as  reporter 
or  scribe,  the  latter  as  witness.  Much  of  the 
matter  is  usually  in  verse,  or  what  is  intended  for 
verse,  and  is  for  the  most  part  a  still  drearier  waste 
of  unintelligible  verbiage  than  the  prose.  Many 
of  the  pamphlets  are  controversial;  it  w'as  life  to 
Joanna  and  her  supporters  to  find  any  one  that 
would  attack  her  and  them  ;  one  of  their  incessant 
complaints  was  that  the  bishops  would  not  con¬ 
descend  to  notice  the  new  religion,  and  that  even 
very  few  of  the  clergy  of  the  established  church 
could  be  prevailed  upon  to  write  or  preach  either  for 
them  or  against  them.  They  managed,  nevertheless, 
to  get  up  several  paper  wars  :  sometimes  they  quar¬ 
relled  among  themselves  :  besides  their  wrangling 
with  the  Reverend  Mr.  Pomeroy,  for  instance, 
there  was  an  Elias  Carpenter,  who  had  for  a  time 
gone  still  farther  than  Pomeroy  in  countenancing 
the  pretensions  of  the  prophetess,  but  who  after¬ 
wards  drew  back,  and  drew  six  others  along  with 
him :  against  this  Carpenter  and  his  six  friends, 
Joanna  emitted  a  series  of  five  printed  letters  in 
the  latter  part  of  the  year  1805.  “  I  am  sorry  to 
acquaint  the  public,”  she  begins  in  the  first  of 
these  diatribes,  “  that  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Carpenter, 
of  Neckinger  House,  Bermondsey,  has  obliged  me 
to  make  known  to  the  world  the  truth  between  him 
and  me.  It  may  appear  marvellous  to  the  public 
how  Mr.  Carpenter,  being  chosen  as  one  of  the 
twelve,  should  now  turn  an  enemy  to  me,  or  I  to 
him.  To  this  I  answer,  I  never  was  an  enemy  to 
Mr.  Carpenter,  but  always  wished  to  conceal  his 
frailties  from  the  brethren ;  though  I  always  saw 
in  him  a  spirit  of  opposition  and  contention  against 

them . Heaven  is  my  witness,  and  my 

friends  likewise,  that  I  have  done  all  in  my  jiower 
to  keep  peace  lietween  him  and  them,  as  much  as 
in  me  lay,  which  will  appear  hereafter  in  the 
volume  of  the  book ;  but  vain  and  fruitless  have 
been  all  my  attempts;  the  more  I  tried  to  keep 
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peace,  the  more  Mr.  Carpenter  was  kindling  strife, 
as  he  has  been  led  on  by  the  teaching  of  others, 
and  not  by  mine ;  and  who  was  united  with  six 
brethren  against  my  friends,  until  at  last  he  is 
broke  out  against  me,  by  a  different  teaching 
from  Henry  Prescott,  whom  they  call  Joseph. 
This  affair  brought  me  into  a  situation  to  be  com¬ 
pelled  and  commanded  to  put  the  whole  in  print, 
for  the  world  to  judge  between  him  and  me.  This 
command  at  first  wounded  me  to  the  heart,  to 
think  I,  that  had  been  all  the  days  of  my  life  the 
most  tender  of  people’s  characters,  and  have  myself 
suffered  wrongs  and  injuries  in  my  own  character, 
because  I  would  not  make  public  the  ill-conduct 
of  my  enemies.  This  I  did  in  the  cause  of  Mr. 
Wills  and  of  Sanderson;  the  same  also  by  Mr. 
Smith’s  servants,  and  many  others.”  This  may 
serve  as  a  sufficient  sample  of  Joanna’s  temper 
and  style,  at  least  in  her  calmer  mood.  For  the 
most  part,  however,  she  soon  falls  into  mere  raving 
— becoming  furious,  or  utterly  incomprehensible,  or 
both  together.  One  of  her  books  is  an  account  of 
a  dispute,  or  scolding  match,  which  she  asserts 
she  maintained  in  a  solitary  house  for  seven  days 
with  the  prince  of  darkness.  “  Tire  conference,” 
says  a  writer  we  have  already  quoted,  “  termi¬ 
nated  like  most  theological  disputes.  Both  par¬ 
ties  grew  warm.  Apollyon  interfered,  and  en¬ 
deavoured  to  accommodate  matters,  but  w'ithout 
effect,  and  Joanna  talked  Satan  out  of  all  patience. 
She  gave  him,  as  he  truly  complained,  ten  w'ords 
for  one,  and  allowed  him  no  time  to  speak.  All 
men,  he  said,  were  tired  of  her  tongue  already, 
and  now  she  had  tired  the  devil.  This  was  not 
unreasonable;  but  he  proceeded  to  abuse  the 
whole  sex,  which  w'ould  have  been  ungracious  in 
any  one,  and  in  him  was  ungrateful.  He  said  no 
man  could  tame  a  woman’s  tongue — the  sands  of 
an  hour-glass  did  not  run  faster — it  was  better  to 
dispute  w'ith  a  thousand  men  than  with  one  woman. 
After  this  dispute  she  fasted  forty  days ;  but  this 
fast,  which  is  regarded  by  her  believers  as  so 
miraculous,  w'as  merely  a  Catholic  lent,  in  wdrich 
she  abstained  from  fish  as  well  as  flesh.”*  An¬ 
other  trade  which  Joanna  carried  on,  besides  that 
of  book-making,  was  the  manufacture  of  what 
were  called  seals,  being  papers  signed  with  her 
name,  and  sealed  with  red  wax,  which  were  given 
to  her  disciples,  or  those  who  were  to  inherit  the 
millennium  she  came  to  announce  and  bring  about. 
In  a  publication  of  Sharp’s,  dated  December  25, 

1803,  he  states  that  this  sealing  had  then  begun, 
and  perhaps  might  end  about  the  12th  of  January, 

1804. t  The  sealing,  however,  went  on,  we  be¬ 
lieve,  to  the  end  of  Joanna’s  life;  and  it  is  said 
that  the  number  of  persons  sealed  at  last  exceeded 
14,000.  According  to  Sharp,  the  English  nation 
was  to  be  the  first  redeemed.  At  last,  in  1814, 
when  she  was  in  her  sixty- fifth  year,  Joanna  an¬ 
nounced  that  she  was  pregnant.  This  notion 

•  Southey,  in  Espriella’s  Letters. 

1  Introduction  to  ‘  Divine  and  Spiritual  Communications  written 
by  Joanna  Southcott,*  fevo.,  Loudon,  1809. 


seems  to  have  been  taken  up  from  its  being 
declared  of  the  woman  in  the  Revelation  that 
she  “  cried,  travailing  in  birth,  and  pained  to 
be  delivered,”  and  that  “  she  brought  forth  a 
man  child,  who  was  to  rule  the  nations  with 
a  rod  of  iron.”  The  news  threw  her  followers 
into  a  state  of  the  greatest  excitement.  One  of 
them,  a  lady  of  fortune,  immediately  bespoke  a 
cradle  for  the  coming  baby,  made  of  the  most  ex¬ 
pensive  and  magnificent  materials,  which  was 
exhibited  for  some  days  at  the  warehouse  of  the 
cabinet-maker,  in  Aldersgate-street,  and  which 
crowds  w'ent  thither  to  see  ;  and  other  persons  sent 
in  store  of  all  other  necessaries  for  the  interesting 
occasion.*  But  what  is  most  extraordinary  of  all 
is  that  there  was  actually  found  a  regular  London 
physician,  a  Dr.  Richard  Reece,  a  member  of 
the  Colleges  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  who, 
having  on  the  7th  of  August,  1814,  visited  Mrs. 
Southcott,  “  to  ascertain  the  probability  of  her 
being  in  a  state  of  pregnancy,  as  then  given 
out,”  declared  his  opinion  to  be  that  she  was 
perfectly  right  in  the  view  she  had  taken  of  her 
situation,  and,  according  to  his  own  admission 
in  a  four  shilling  pamphlet,  entitled,  ‘  A  Correct 
Statement  of  the  Circumstances,’  &c.,  which  he 
afterwards  published,  was  by  subsequent  visits 
only  confirmed  in  his  belief  of  the  fact !  No 
wonder  that  after  this  the  Reverend  IMr.  Folejq 
who  had  headed  a  deputation  that  waited  upon  the 
doctor  to  obtain  an  authentic  declaration  of  the 
conclusion  to  which  he  had  come  after  his  first 
visit,  and  the  whole  body  of  the  believers,  were 
frantic  with  exultation  and  confidence  ;  and  that 
even  a  portion  of  the  hitherto  incredulous  public 
began  to  have  their  misgivings,  and  not  to  know 
very  well  what  to  think  of  the  matter.  When  Dr. 
Reece  first  saw  the  prophetess  she  expected  to  lie 
in  in  a  few  weeks ;  months,  however,  passed  away 
without  bringing  the  looked-for  event ;  and,  at  last, 
on  the  29th  of  December,  after  having  been  con¬ 
fined  to  her  bed  for  above  ten  weeks,  she  died.  All 
this  time  the  doctor  seems  to  have  attended  her,  or 
at  least  to  have  visited  her  occasionally  ;  and  it 
appears  by  his  own  account  not  to  have  been  till 
within  about  a  fortnight  of  the  catastrophe  that  he 
even  expressed  any  doubts  of  her  pregnancy.  Be¬ 
fore  this,  poor  Joanna  herself,  the  state  of  mental 
exaltation  in  which  she  had  lived  giving  way  under 
bodily  weakness,  had  manifested  some  tendency  to 
awaken  from  her  long  dream,  which  might  possibly 
have  led  her  to  the  recovery  of  her  senses  if  her 

*  Ill  her  will,  Joanna,  whose  mis.sion  had  all  along  been  not  un¬ 
profitable,  and  had  enabled  her  for  many  years  to  live  comforbibly 
and  to  accumulate  some  property,  left  a  tew  trifling  legacies  to  some 
of  her  relations,  and  all  the  rest  of  what  she  had  to  bequeath,  in  case 
of  the  failure  of  issue  matey  to  her  friends  Jane  Townley  and  Ann 
Underwood.  Attached  to  the  will  was  a  list  of  the  presents  which  had 
been  made  her  in  the  prospect  of  her  giving  birth  to  a  child :  and  it 
was  directed  that  these  articles  should  all  be  restorefl  to  the  donors, 
in  the  event  of  the  child  not  being  forthcoming.  Every  possible 
want  and  accommoilation,”  says  tlie  account  before  us,  ‘  seems  to 
have  been  anticipated  with  scrupulous  attention.  There  are  cradles, 
robes,  mantles  (some  of  white  satin),  bows,  caps,  and  napkins  out  ot 
numljer,  several  articles  of  plate,  money  from  six  guineas  to  a  pretty 
sixpence’  (so  denominated),  ‘  three  nutmegs  ’  hy  one  contributor,  and 
'  a  pin’  by  another.”— for  1815,  p.  31, 
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friends  and  disciples,  now  more  enthusiastic  than 
their  teacher,  had  not  striven  with  their  eager  ex¬ 
postulations  to  quench  the  rising  light.  A  scene 
in  the  chamber  of  the  dying  woman,  which  Dr. 
Reece  relates  that  he  witnessed  on  the  19th  of 
November,  is  not  unaffecting  : — Five  or  six  of  the 
believers,  who  had  been  waiting,  having  been  ad¬ 
mitted,  “  she  desired  them,”  says  the  doctor,  “  to 
be  seated  round  her  bed ;  when,  spending  a  few 
minutes  in  adjusting  the  bed-clothes  with  seeming 
attention,  and  placing  before  her  a  white  handker¬ 
chief,  she  thus  addressed  them,  as  nearly  as  1  can 
recollect,  in  the  following  words  ; — ‘  My  friends, 
some  of  you  have  known  me  nearly  twenty-five 
years,  and  all  of  you  not  less  than  twenty.  When 
you  have  heard  me  speak  of  my  prophecies,  you 
have  sometimes  heard  me  say  that  I  doubted  my 
inspiration.  But,  at  the  same  time,  you  woidd 
never  let  me  despair.  When  I  have  been  alone  it 
has  often  appeared  delusion  ;  but  when  the  com¬ 
munications  were  made  to  me  I  did  not  in  the 
least  doubt.  Feeling,  as  I  now  do  feel,  that  my 
dissolution  is  drawing  near,  and  that  a  day  or  two 
may  terminate  my  life,  it  all  appears  delusion.’ 
She  was  by  this  exertion  quite  exhausted,  and 
wept  bitterly.  On  reviving  in  a  little  time  she 
observed  that  it  was  very  extraordinary  that,  after 
spending  all  her  life  in  investigating  the  Bible,  it 
should  please  the  Lord  to  indict  that  heavy  bur¬ 
then  on  her.”  She  then,  the  doctor  proceeds  to 
inform  us,  after  some  further  discourse  about  her 
death  and  funeral,  wept  again,  and  some  of  those 
present  also  shed  tears ;  but,  after  a  little  while,  one 
of  them,  a  Mr.  Howe,  spoke  up  and  said,  “  Mother, 
your  feelings  are  human.  We  know  that  you  are 
a  favoured  woman  of  God,  and  that  you  will  pro¬ 
duce  the  promised  child  ;  and  whatever  you  may 
say  to  the  contrary  will  not  diminish  our  faith.” 
This  assurance,  we  are  told,  revived  her,  and  from 
crying  she  fell  to  laughing.  According  to  her 
own  directions,  her  dead  body  was  kept  warm  for 
four  d:iys,  in  the  hope  that  the  child  might  still 
make  its  appearance.  It  was  afterwards  dissected 
by  Dr.  Reece;  and  then  the  doctor  admitted  that 
clearly  there  had  been, no  pregnancy  in  the  case. 
Neither  the  death  nor  the  dissection  of  the  pro¬ 
phetess,  however,  sufficed  to  extinguish  the  faith  of 
the  great  body  of  the  believers.  They  continued  to 
look  confidently  for  her  re-appearance  for  years 
after  she  had  been  taken  from  them.  Under  date 
of  January,  1817,  the  Annual  Register  quotes  the 
following  notice  of  their  proceedings  from  a  Lincoln 
newspaper  of  the  day  : — “  An  interdict  arrived  at 
Newark,  on  Sunday,  the  19th  instant,  from  a  dis¬ 
ciple  of  the  conclave  at  Leeds,  inhibiting  those  of 
the  faith,  amongst  other  things,  from  attending  to 
their  ordinary  business  during  the  ensuing  eight  or 
nine  days  ;  and  a  manufacturer’s  shop  at  that  jilace 
is  at  this  time  entirely  deserted,  and  the  business 
of  many  small  dealers  suspended,  in  consequence.” 
This  would  seem  to  imply  that  Joaniiianism  had 
diffused  itself  somewhat  e.xtensively  over  the  po¬ 
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pular  mind  in  those  parts.  Leeds,  we  believe,  bad 
been  all  along  a  chief  stronghold  of  the  faith; 
several  of  the  founder’s  publications  are  dated  from 
that  place.  Two  years  after  this,  in  January,  1819, 
the  London  disciples,  who  do  not  appear  to  have 
been  so  numerous,  or  a  part  of  them, made  a  remark¬ 
able  outbreak :  one  morning,  having  assembled 
somewhere  in  the  west  end  of  the  metropolis,  they 
made  their  w'ay  to  Temple-bar,  entering  which  they 
set  forward  in  procession  through  the  City,  each 
decorated  with  a  white  cockade,  and  wearing  a 
small  star  of  yellow  riband  on  the  left  breast ;  in 
this  guise,  led  by  one  of  their  number,  carrying  a 
brazen  trumpet  ornamented  with  light  blue  ribands, 
while  two  boys  marching  by  his  side  bore  each  a 
small  flag  of  blue  silk,  they  proceeded  along  Fleet- 
street,  up  Ludgate-hill,  and  thence  through  St. 
Paul’s  Churchyard  to  Budge-row,  followed  by  the 
rabble  in  great  force.  Here,  having  reached  what 
they  considered  to  be  the  middle  of  the  great  city, 
they  halted ;  and  then  their  leader  sounded  his 
trumpet,  and  roared  out  that  the  Shiloh,  the  Prince 
of  Peace,  w  as  come  again  to  the  earth ;  to  which 
a  woman,  who  was  with  him,  said  to  be  his  wife, 
responded  with  another  wild  cry  of  “  Wo !  wo  ! 
to  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth,  because  of  the 
coming  of  the  Shiloh.”  This  terrific  vociferation 
was  several  times  repeated  and  joined  in  by  the 
rest  of  the  party.  But  at  last  the  mob,  which  now 
completely  blocked  up  the  street,  from  laughing 
and  shouting,  proceeded  to  pelting  the  rampant 
devotees  with  mud  and  other  harder  missiles ; 
they  struggled  to  make  their  escape,  or  to  beat  off 
their  assailants;  this  led  to  a  general  fight;  the 
flags  were  torn  down  ;  and  the  afl'air  ended  by  the 
trumpeter  and  his  wife,  five  other  men,  and  tw'o 
boys  of  the  party,  after  having  been  all  rolled  in 
the  mire,  being  with  considerable  difficulty  rescued 
from  the  fury  of  the  multitude  by  the  ])eace-officers, 
and  conveyed  to  the  Compter.  When  they  were 
brought  up  the  next  day  before  the  alderman  at 
Guildhall,  they  maintained  that  they  were  only 
obeying  the  commands  of  God  in  acting  as  they 
bad  done;  their  spokesman,  the  trumpeter,  who 
turned  out  to  be  one  Sibley,  one  of  the  city  watch¬ 
men,  and  who  appeared  to  exercise  great  authority 
over  the  others,  said  that  he  had  proclaimed  the 
second  coming  of  the  Shiloh  in  the  same  manner 
and  with  the  same  authority  as  John  the  Baj)tist 
had  proclaimed  his  first  coming ;  and  his  wife 
asserted  that  she  had  had  the  Shiloh  in  her  arms 
four  times.  In  the  end  they  were  all  sent  back  to 
prison,  to  be  detained  till  they  could  find  security 
for  their  peaceable  demeanour  in  future.  This, 
as  we  have  seen,  was  more  than  four  years  after 
it  would  seem  that  the  delusion  ought  to  have  re¬ 
ceived  its  coup  de  <jrace^  if  reason  or  facts  had  bad 
any  power  over  it.  There  may  very  possibly  be 
some_believers  in  Joanna  Southcott,  her  jirophecies, 
and  her  pregnancy,  among  us  even  at  the  present 
day. 
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CHAPTER  III. 

HISTORY  OF  THE  CONSTITUTION,  GOVERNMENT,  AND  LAWS. 


E  will  arrange  the 
subjects  of  the  pre¬ 
sent  Chapter  in  the 
order  which  was 
adopted  in  the  pre¬ 
ceding  Book. 

I.  Constitution¬ 
al  Legislation. — 
There  is  a  branch 
of  constitutional  law 
which  has  not  yet 
received  from  us  the 
degree  of  notice  demanded  by  its  vast  importance 
— we  mean  that  which  relates  to  the  creation  and 
election  of  that  constituent  part  or  limb  of  the 
sovereign  power  which  emanates  from  the  people, 
and  is  called  the  Commons’  House  of  Parliament. 
Several  important  statutes  passed  during  the  pre¬ 
sent  period,  relating  to  the  election  of  members 
to  serve  in  parliament,  render  this  a  fit  occasion 
to  take  up  the  subject. 

It  w^as  originally  necessary  that  the  parlia¬ 
mentary  representative  should  come  from  the  body 
of  the  persons  represented.  The  statute  1  Hen.  V,, 
c.  1,  was  passed  to  enforce  this  practice,  without, 
however,  producing  much  effect;  and  in  1774,  a 
committee  reported,  upon  this  statute,  in  substance 
as  follows : — “  The  first  act  of  parliament  which 
required  an  attentive  and  particular  consideration, 
was  an  act  passed  in  the  first  year  of  the  reign  of 
Henry  V.  This  law  has  been  decided  not  neces¬ 
sary  to  be  observed,  and  a  constant  usage  has  long 
prevailed  against  it.  The  acts  8  Hen.  VI.,  c.  7, 
10  Hen.  VI.,  c.  2,  and  23  Hen.  VI.,  c.  15,  pro¬ 
ceeding  upon  the  same  principle  with  the  above- 
mentioned  statute,  fall  under  the  same  observation. 
Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee 
that  so  much  of  these  statutes  (reciting  those  just 
above  cited)  as  relates  to  the  residence  of  persons 
to  be  elected  members  to  serve  in  parliament,  or 
of  the  persons  by  whom  they  are  to  be  chosen,  are 
not  in  use,  and  ought  to  be  repealed.”*  Upon 
this  resolution  a  bill  was  ordered  to  be  brought  in, 
■which  passed  into  a  law  (14  Geo.  III.,  c.  58),  by 
which  it  was  enacted,  “  That  the  Act  made  in  the 
first  year  of  the  reign  of  his  majesty  King  Henry 
the  Fifth,  and  every  part  thereof,  and  so  much  of 
the  said  several  acts  made  in  the  eighth,  the  tenth, 
and  the  twenty-second  years  of  the  reign  of  his 
majesty  King  Henry  the  Si.xth,  as  relates  to  the 
residence  of  persons  to  he  elected  members  to 

•  Rogers,  Law  and  Praetice  of  Elections  and  Election  Committees 
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serve  in  parliament,  or  of  the  persons  by  whom 
they  are  chosen,  shall  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby, 
repealed.” 

The  disqualifications  for  sitting  in  parliament 
are  now,  therefore,  reducible  to  two  heads  : — 

1st.  Personal  disability. 

2nd.  Want  of  qualification  in  estate  or  property. 

1.  In  giving  an  account  of  the  more  important 
of  the  legislative  enactments  which  immediately 
follow'ed  the  Revolution,*  we  mentioned  the  intro¬ 
duction  of  the  system,  soon  after  the  Revolution,  of 
exclusion  from  sitting  in  parliament  on  account  of 
employment,  at  least  paid  employment,  under  the 
crown.  To  what  was  then  said  on  the  head  of 
personal  disability  we  shall  now  add,  that  by  the 
Act  of  Union  with  Ireland  (39  &  40  Geo.  HI., 
c.  67)  it  is  declared  that  any  person  holding  any 
peerage  of  Ireland  then  subsisting,  or  thereafter  to 
be  created,  shall  not  thereby  be  disqualified  from 
being  elected  to  serve  for  any  county,  city,  or 
borough  of  Great  Britain,  unless  he  shall  pre¬ 
viously  have  been  elected  to  sit  as  one  of  the 
twenty-eight  representative  peers  in  the  House  of 
Lords  of  the  United  Kingdom.  By  the  statute 
41  Geo.  III.,  c.  52,  all  persons  disabled  from  sit¬ 
ting  in  British  parliaments  are  disabled  from 
sitting  in  the  united  parliament  as  members  for 
Great  Britain  ;  and  all  persons  disabled  from  sit¬ 
ting  in  Irish  parliaments  are  disabled  from  sitting 
in  the  united  parliament  for  Ireland.  It  is  further 
declared  that  persons  disabled  by  British  statutes 
shall  not  by  this  act  be  enabled  to  sit  for  Ireland, 
nor  e  contra;  and  that  persons  holding  certain 
places  in  Ireland,  of  which  an  enumeration  is 
given,  shall  be  disabled  from  sitting  in  any  future 
parliament  of  the  United  Kingdom. 

The  discussions  and  proceedings  that  arose  out 
of  the  return  of  the  Rev.  John  Horne  Tooke  to 
the  House  of  Commons  as  member  for  the  borough 
of  Old  Sarum,  have  been  narrated  in  the  preceding 
chapter. t  The  eligibility  of  the  clergy  to  be 
members  of  parliament  was  at  an  early  jieriod 
denied  both  in  England  and  Scotlanci.|  The 
statute  41  Geo.  HI.,  c.  63,  intituled  “  An  Act  to 
remove  doubts  respecting  the  eligibility  of  persons 
in  holy  orders  to  sit  in  the  House  of  Commons,” 
declares  and  enacts,  “  That  no  person  ordained  a 
priest  or  deacon,  or  being  a  minister  of  the  church 
of  Scotland,  shall  be  capable  of  being  elected, 
and,  if  elected,  such  election  shall  be  void;  or  if, 

*  Piet.  Hist,  of  England,  vol.  iv.,  p.  673. 

•j-  See  ante,  jip.  593,  et  seq. 

t  Rogers,  Law  and  Prac  ice  of  Elections  and  Election  Committees, 
50  (6ih  edit.). 
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being  elected,  he  shall  afterwards  be  ordained  or  be¬ 
come  a  minister  of  the  church  of  Scotland,  his  seat 
shall  immediately  become  vacant.”  By  the  fourth 
section  of  this  statute,  proof  of  celebration  of  divine 
service  shall  be  taken  to  be  primu  facie  evidence 
of  the  fact  of  such  person  having  been  ordained  to 
the  office  of  a  priest  or  deacon,  or  of  his  being  a 
minister  of  the  church  of  Scotland,  within  the 
meaning  of  the  act. 

Neither  aliens  nor  denizens  by  letters  patent 
(that  is,  persons  aliens  born,  who  have  obtained 
the  king’s  letters  patent  to  make  them  English 
subjects),  are  eligible  to  parliament  or  the  privy 
council.  The  statute  1  Geo.  I.,  st.  2,  c.  4,  s.  2, 
enacts  that  no  bill  of  naturalization  shall  be  re¬ 
ceived,  unless  it  contain  a  clause  preventing  the 
person  to  be  naturalized  from  becoming  a  member 
of  the  privy  council,  or  from  sitting  in  either  house 
of  parliament.  The  usual  practice  now  is,  when 
any  foreigner,  distinguished  by  eminence  of  rank 
or  services,  is  to  be  naturalized,  first  to  pass  an  act 
for  the  repeal  of  these  statutes  in  his  favour,  and 
then  to  pass  an  act  of  naturalization  without  the 
exception.* 

Among  the  grounds  of  personal  disability,  one 
of  the  most  prominent  is  that  of  being  guilty  of 
bribery  or  treating  at  an  election. 

As  this  is  a  constitutional  question  of  great  im¬ 
portance,  as  we  have  not  before  adverted  to  it  at 
any  length,  and  as  in  the  present  period  there  was 
passed  an  important  legislative  enactment  con¬ 
cerning  it,  we  shall  here  take  a  rapid  survey  of 
its  history.  What  is  called  corruption  at  the 
election  of  members  of  parliament  is  a  thing  which, 
however  conformable  to  the  practice,  is,  it  seems, 
totally  unwarranted  by,  and  directly  contrary  to, 
the  theory,  of  our  constitution.  To  bribe  a  vote  is 
said  to  be  not  only  an  infringement  of  parlia¬ 
mentary  privilege  and  of  statute  law,  but  a  high 
misdemeanour  and  breach  of  the  common  law.f 

Although  a  case  is  re])orted  of  one  Thomas  Long, 
who,  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  gave  the 
mayor  of  Westbury  four  pounds  to  be  elected 
burgess,  for  which  the  mayor  was  fined  and  impri¬ 
soned  and  Long  removed, ^  it  was  not  until  the  end 
of  the  reign  of  Charles  II.  that  corruption  at  elec¬ 
tions  became  generally  prevalent.  In  the  year 
1G69  a  bill  “  To  prevent  abuses  and  extravagances 
in  electing  members  to  serve  in  parliament,  and 
for  regulating  elections,”  was  thrown,  out.  In 
1677  the  Treating  Resolution  passed,  and  in  the 
year  following  was  made  a  standing  order  of  the 
House.  In  1680  a  bill  to  prevent  the  offences  of 
bribery  and  debauchery  connected  with  election 
proceedings  was  thrown  out.  And  in  1689  (the 
year  after  the  Revolution)  a  bill  to  prevent  abuses 
occasioned  by  excessive  expenses  at  elections  of 
members  to  serve  in  parliament,  after  having  been 
read  once,  was  also  thrown  out.  Mr.  Rogers,  after 
citing  a  number  of  cases  in  each  of  which  bribery 

*  Rogers’s  Law  and  Practice  of  Elections,  47. 

f  Ko);er.*t,  y  Hi  (0th  edit.).  Tie  cites  (Ran v.  41 . 

J  4  Inst.  23.  For  this  corriipt  dealing,”  Coke  truly  says,  “  was 

to  iKUson  the  very  fountain  itself. ’’ 
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was  proved  against  the  sitting  member  or  members, 
and  the  elections  were  voided,  makes  the  following 
observations  :  “  How  general  had  become  the  sys¬ 
tem  of  corruption,  and  how  insufficient  the  existing 
law’s  and  resolutions  to  arrest  its  progress,  is  fully 
proved  by  the  glaring  examples  just  cited,  fol¬ 
lowing  each  other  in  such  rapid  succession.  Those 
who  had  opposed  the  bills  of  1669,  of  1680,  and 
of  1689  now  found  themselves  called  upon  to 
adopt  a  different  line  of  conduct.  The  opinions  of 
the  wisest  and  most  honest  statesmen,  embodied  in 
the  resolutions  and  standing  orders  of  the  House, 
had  been  set  at  defiance ;  and  the  first  and  best 
principle  of  the  constitution,  the  freedom  of  elec¬ 
tion,  was  daily  and  unblushingly  violated.  Taking, 
therefore,  the  Treating  Resolution  of  1677  for  its 
basis,  the  House,  in  1696,  passed  the  7  Will.  HI., 
c.  4,  now  generally  known  by  the  name  of  the 
Tr  ating  Act.”* 

Since  the  Treating  Aet  treating  and  bribery  have 
usually  been  considered  as  separate  charges,  and 
distinct  grounds  of  petitioning. 

The  Treating  Act,  7  Will.  III.  c.  4,  enacts  and 
declares  that  “  no  person  hereafter  to  be  elected, 
&c.  after  the  teste  of  the  writ  of  summons  to  par¬ 
liament,  or  after  the  teste,  or  issuing  out,  or  order¬ 
ing  of  the  writ  or  writs  of  election  upon  the  calling 
or  summoning  of  any  parliament  hereafter,  or  after 
any  such  place  becomes  vacant,  &c.,  shall,  or  do 
hereafter,  by  himself  or  themselves,  or  by  any  other 
ways  and  means  on  his  or  their  behalf,  or  at  his  or 
their  charge  before  his  or  their  election,  directly 
or  indirectly,  give,  present,  or  allow  to  any  person 
or  persons  having  voice  or  vote  at  such  election, 
any  money,  meat,  drink,  entertainment,  or  provi¬ 
sion,  or  make  any  present,  gift,  reward,  or  enter¬ 
tainment,  or  shall  at  any  time  hereafter  make  any 
promise,  agreement,  obligation,  or  engagement  to 
give  or  allow  any  money,  meat,  drink,  provision, 
present,  rew’ard,  or  entertainment,  to  or  for  any 
such  person  or  persons  in  particular,  or  to  any 
such  county,  city,  town,  borough,  port,  or  place  in 
general,  or  to  or  for  the  use,  benefit,  emiiloyment, 
profit,  or  preferment  of  any  such  person  or  per¬ 
sons,  place  or  places,  in  order  to  be  elected,  or  for 
being  elected,  to  serve  in  parliament  for  such 
county,”  &c. ;  and  by  sect.  2,  it  is  declared  that 
“  Every  person  so  giving,  &c.,  shall  be  disabled  and 
incapacitated,  upon  such  election,  to  serve  in  par¬ 
liament  for  such  county,  &c.,  and  shall  be  deemed 
and  taken  to  be  no  member  of  parliament,  and 
sliall  not  sit,  act,  or  vote,  or  have  any  place  in 
parliament,  but  shall  be,  to  all  intents  and  purposes, 
as  if  he  had  never  been  returned  or  elected  member 
for  the  parliament.” 

Although  the  Court  of  King’s  Beneh  declared, 
in  R.  V.  Pitt,t  “  that  bribery  at  eleetions  of  mem- 

*  Rojjers’s  Law  atul  I'racUcc  of  Eloction:^,  246.  Mr.  Rogers  adds 
in  a  note  :  ”  It  would  seem  that  m)  to  this  time  corruption  at  elections 
had  chiefly  been  carried  on  by  giving  meat  and  drink,  and  that  it 
was  not  till  after  such  proceedings  luid  been  declared  to  be  illegal 
that  the  procuring  votes  by  giving  money  existed  to  any  extent. — 3 
Burnet,  liist.  of  his  Own  Times.  2Sfi,  369,  178.” 

f  Burr.  1838,  1  W.  Bl.  382,  cited  2  Douglas  (Lord  Glenbcrvic),  on 
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bers  of  parliament  must  alwa5's  liave  been  a  crime 
at  common  law,  and  punishable  by  indictment  or 
information,”  there  are  no  traces  of  any  prosecu¬ 
tion  for  bribery  at  elections  till  after  the  legislature 
inflicted  particular  penalties  upon  it  by  the  statute 
2  Geo.  II.,  c.  24.*  By  that  statute,  called  the 
Bribery  Act,  a  candidate  or  other  person  is  said  to 
be  guilty  of  bribery,  “  if  by  himself  or  any  other 
person  employed  by  him  he  doth  or  shall  by  any 
gift  or  reward,  or  by  any  promise  or  agreement, 
or  security  lor  any  gift  or  reward,  corrupt  or  pro¬ 
cure  any  person  to  give  his  vote,  or  to  forbear  to 
give  his  vote,  in  any  such  election.  ”t  This  statute, 
though  it  did  not  create  the  offence,  armed  courts 
of  law  with  new  powers  to  check  it  by  attaching  a 
penalty  of  500/.  on  every  conviction,  and  by  dis- 
c[ualifying  the  offender  from  ever  again  voting  in 
any  election  for  members  to  parliament. 

The  statute  49  Geo.  III.  c.  118,  after  reciting 
that  the  giving,  or  procuring  or  promising  to  be 
given,  any  money,  &c.,  or  any  office  or  place,  &c., 
in  order  to  procure  the  return  of  a  member,  if  not 
given  to  a  voter  or  returning  officer,  is  not  bribery 
within  the  meaning  of  2  Geo.  II.  c.  24,  but  that 
such  gifts  or  promises  are  contrary  to  the  ancient 
usage,  right,  and  freedom  of  election,  and  contrary 
to  the  laws  and  constitution  of  this  realm,  declares 
and  enacts  that,  if  any  person,  either  by  himself  or 
by  other  persons  in  his  behalf,  shall  give,  or  cause 
to  be  given,  directly  or  indirectly,  or  promise  or 
agree  to  give,  any  sum  of  money,  &c.,  to  any  per¬ 
son  upon  any  engagement,  &c.,  that  such  person 
to  whom  or  to  whose  use,  &c.,  such  gift  or  promise 
shall  be  made,  shall  by  himself  or  by  others  pro¬ 
cure,  or  endeavour  to  procure,  the  return  of  any 
person  to  serve  in  parliament,  every  person  so 
having  given  or  promised  to  give,  if  not  returned 
himself,  shall  for  every  such  gift  or  promise  for¬ 
feit  51)0/. ;  and  every  person  so  returned,  and  so 
having  given  or  promised  to  give,  or  knowing  of 
and  consenting  to  such  gifts  and  promises,  upon 
any  such  engagement,  &c.,  shall  be  and  is  hereby 
declared  to  be  disabled  and  incapacitated  to  serve 
in  that  parliament  for  such  place,  and  shall  be 
deemed  and  taken  to  be  no  member  of  parliament. 
The  3rd  section  enacts,  that,  if  any  person  shall  by 
himself  or  others  give,  procure,  or  promise  any 
office  or  place,  upon  an  express  contract  that  the 
person  to  whom  the  promise,  &c.,  w  as  made  would 
procure  or  endeavour  to  procure  the  return  of  any 
person,  such  person  so  returned,  and  giving  or 
promising,  or  known ng  of  and  consenting  to  the 
giving,  &c.,  shall  be  deemed  to  be  disabled,  &c., 

Elections.  400,  and  Rogers's  Law  and  Practice  of  Elections,  245,  6lh 
edit. 

*  Doiiglas,  il)id.  “  If  we  look,”  .adds  Lord  Glenbervie,  “  into 
I.ord  Coke,  Hawkins,  or  the  other  writers  on  the  pie.as  of  the  crown, 
we  lind  that  tlieir  definitions  extend  only  to  the  corruption  of  men  in 
judicial  oflices.” 

t  The  following  is  Lord  Glenbervie's  definition  of  bribery  :  “Wlien- 
cver  n  person  is  bound  by  law  to  act  without  any  view'  to  his  own 
l)rivate  eniolnracnt,  and  another,  by  a  corrupt  contract,  engages  such 
lierson,  on  condition  of  the  payment  or  promise  of  money,  or  other 
lucrative  consideration,  to  act  in  a  manner  which  he  shall  prescribe, 
both  parties  are,  by  such  contract,  guilty  vf  briberv.”— 2  Uauir. 
Elect.,  400.  ■  I 
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as  before.  Section  2  directs  that  the  act  shall  not 
extend  to  legal  expenses. 

“  This  statute  therefore,”  observes  Mr.  Rogers,* 
“  distinctly  provides,  not  only  that,  if  a  person 
gives  or  promises  any  money  or  office,  but  if  he 
knows  of  and  consents  to  the  giving  or  the  pro¬ 
mising,  if  returned,  his  return  is  void  ;  if  not  re¬ 
turned,  he  forfeits  500/. ;  and  in  either  case  the 
party  receiving  forfeits  500/.;  and  if  the  party 
conferring  any  place  within  s.  3  hold  office  under 
his  majesty  the  penalty  is  1000/.  This  act  was 
aimed  at  the  abuse  of  official  patronage.  It  is 
worthy  of  observation,  that,  if  ‘  knowledge  of  and 
consent  to  ’  an  act  done  by  others  are  sufficient  to 
make  a  candidate  liable  for  all  the  consequences, 
it  is  not  necessary  that  a  party  should  direct  an 
act  to  be  done,  that  is,  be  the  moving  party  in 
doing  it,  or  ratify  it  when  done ;  if  he  knows  of  its 
being  done,  and  sanctions  it  by  his  silence  and 
non-intervention,  and  reaps  the  benefit  of  it  after¬ 
wards,  it  seems  that  it  would  be  a  knowing  of  and 
consenting  to  w  ithin  the  statute.  Vide  also  Bayn- 
tum  V.  Cattle,  1  M.  &  R.  265.” 

The  cases  upon  which  questions  of  bribery  have 
arisen  are  reduced  by  Mr.  Rogers  t  to  the  follow¬ 
ing  heads  ; — 

1.  Money,  or  tickets  for  money  or  food,  given 
previous  to  an  election. 

2.  Money  given  after,  there  being  no  previous 
promise. 

3.  Offer  of  a  bribe  by  a  candidate  which  is  not 
accepted. 

4.  Payments  for  travelling  expenses  and  loss  of 
time,  or  for  admission  of  freemen. 

5.  Wager  between  two  voters,  or  with  one  voter, 
on  the  issue  of  an  election. 

2.  So  much  for  personal  disability  to  a  seat  in 
parliament.  We  must  now  say  a  few  words  in 
regard  to  disability  from  want  of  qualification  in 
point  of  estate  or  property. 

A  qualification  by  estate  in  land  was  first  re¬ 
quired  in  England  by  the  statute  9th  of  Anne,  c.  5, 
which  provided  that  no  person  should  be  capable 
of  being  elected  for  any  county  in  England  or 
Wales,  unless  he  had  an  estate,  freehold  or  co]iy- 
hold,  for  his  own  life,  or  for  some  greater  estate  in 
law  or  equity,  in  lands,  tenements,  &c.,  to  the 
amount  of  600/.  per  annum,  clear  above  incum¬ 
brances  ;  and  for  every  other  place,  to  the  clear 
amount  of  300/.  per  annum.  Although  this  act 
passed  after  the  union  with  Scotland,  a  lauded 
estate  in  that  country  is  not  w  ithin  the  act ;  the 
reason  of  the  omission  probably  being  that  a  qua¬ 
lification  by  estate  was  not  then,  nor  ever  has  been, 
required  for  a  seat  for  a  Scottish  county  or  burgh.]; 
By  the  act  of  union  with  Ireland  it  was  made 
sufficient  if  the  estate  be  in  Ireland;  and  by  the 
59  Geo.  III.  c.  57,  estates  in  Scotland  were  in 
like  manner  comprised.  The  law  has  been  again 
altered  by  the  2  and  3  Viet.  c.  48,  s.  1,  which 

•  Law  and  Practice  of  Elections  and  Election  Committees,  249. 
t  Ibid. 

t  Rogers,  80,  and  note  (a). 
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enacts  that  the  qualification  for  counties  shall  be 
600/.  per  annum  of  real  or  personal  property ;  for 
other  places  300/.  per  annum,  of  real  or  personal 
property,  over  and  above  all  incumbrances  affect¬ 
ing  the  same.  It  is  also  sufficient  if  the  candidate 
possess  property  of  the  several  kinds  which  shall 
be  jointly  of  sufficient  value,  though  each  be  sepa¬ 
rately  of  insufficient  value.  Tlie  situation  of  the 
property  in  all  cases  must  be  within  Great 
Britain  or  Ireland.  The  exceptions  contained  in 
the  former  statute,  in  favour  of  the  eldest  sons  or 
heirs  apparent  of  peers,  of  the  eldest  sons  or  heirs 
apparent  of  persons  qualified  to  serve  as  knights 
of  the  shire,  and  in  favour  of  candidates  for  the 
universities  of  England  and  for  the  university  of 
Trinity  College,  Dublin,  are  continued. 

II.  Legislation  relating  to  Property, 
Real  and  Personal. — Under  the  head  of  real 
property  there  is  a  subject,  that  of  the  inclosure  ol 
commons,  which  we  have  not  before  noticed,  but 
which  the  General  Inclosure  Act,  passed  in  the  41st 
year  of  the  reign  of  George  III.  renders  it  necessary 
that  we  should  now  devote  some  attention  to. 

Anciently  the  uninclosed  or  waste  land  within 
the  compass  of  a  manor  belonged  in  general  to  the 
lord  of  the  manor.  But  the  tenants  of  the  manor, 
or  those  to  whom  the  lord  had  granted  out  portions 
of  his  manor  to  hold  of  him, — in  the  words  of  the 
statute  of  Merton,*  “  the  knights  and  their  free¬ 
holders  whom  the  great  lords  had  infeoffed  of 
small  tenements  in  their  great  manors,” — had  a 
right  of  common  upon  this  waste.  And  here  it 
will  be  necessai-y  to  advert  to  a  leading  distinction 
in  English  lawu 

By  the  English  law  the  subjects  of  real,  as  dis¬ 
tinguished  from  ])ersonal,  ])roperty  are  commonly 
included  under  the  words  “  lands  and  tenements.” 
The  word  tenement  is  more  comprehensive  than 
land,  as  it  includes  not  only  land,  but,  in  its  pri¬ 
mary  signification,  in  which  it  is  appropriated  to 
the  subjects  of  feudal  tenure,  likewise  every  mo¬ 
dification  of  right  issuing  out  of  land,  as  a  right  of 
common,  a  franchise,  &c.  These  latter  subjects 
of  property  are  called  in  the  language  of  English 
law  incorporeal  tenements  or  hereditaments.  “  The 
word  herccUlament”  says  Sir  Edward  Coke,t  “is 
by  much  the  largest  and  most  comprehensive  ex¬ 
pression,  for  it  includes  not  only  lands  and  tene¬ 
ments,  hut  whatever  may  he  inherited,  be  it  cor¬ 
poreal  or  incorporeal,  real,  personal,  or  mixed.” 
But  it  is  to  be  remarked  that,  though  the  term 
hereditament  is  more  comiirehensive  or  larger 
than  tenement  in  one  direction,  it  is  smaller  or 
less  comprehensive  in  another.  For,  w  hile  heredi¬ 
tament  includes  things  wdiich  cannot  be  holden,  it 
does  not  include  such  tenements  as  are  not  estates 
of  inheritance,  estates  for  life  for  example. 

Hereditaments  and  tenements,  then,  being  of 
two  kinds,  coriioreal  and  incorporeal,  it  is  sufficient 
to  say  here  that  right  of  common  belongs  to  the 
latter.  Right  of  common  is,  to  quote  the  defiui- 

•  20  lien.  in.  c.  4.  f  Co.  Lilt.  6  a. 
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tion  given  by  Blackstone,  “  a  profit  which  a  man 
has  in  the  land  of  another;  as  to  feed  his  beasts, 
to  catch  fish,  to  dig  turf,  to  cut  wood,  or  the  like  ; 
and  hence  common  is  chiefly  of  four  sorts — com¬ 
mon  of  pasture,  of  piscary,  of  turbary,  and  of 
estovers.”* 

The  right  of  common  which  most  frequently 
occurs  is  common  of  pasture,  which  may  be  either 
appendant,  appurtenant,  or  in  gross.  Common 
appendant  is  a  right  belonging  to  every  tenant  of 
a  manor  to  depasture  his  cattle,  which  are  either 
beasts  of  the  plough  or  such  as  manure  the  ground 
(viz.  horses,  kine,  and  sheep,  which  are  thence 
called  commonable  beasts)  upon  the  lord’s  waste.f 
Commo7i  appurtenant  is  that  wffiich  is  annexed  to 
land  by  grant  from  the  owner  of  the  other  land 
in  which  it  is  to  be  exercised  ;  or  by  title  of  pre¬ 
scription,  which  supposes  a  forgotten  grant.  This 
often  extends  to  other  beasts,  besides  commonable 
beasts,  as  swine,  goats,  and  geese.  It  is  most  fre¬ 
quently  measured  by  the  number  of  animals  which 
the  land  to  which  it  is  annexed  can  maintain  by 
its  produce  through  the  winter,  or  season  during 
which  they  are  excluded  from  the  benefit  of  the 
common,  though  it  may  be  subject  to  the  more 
exact  measure  of  a  certain  number  of  animals. 
Common  in  gross,  or  at  large,  is  entirely  distinct 
and  separate  I'rom  any  property  in  the  land,  and 
may  be  vested  in  one  who  is  not  a  tenant  of  the 
manor. 

The  remedy  of  the  commoner  against  the  lord 
or  other  proprietor  of  the  soil  for  excluding  him  or 
overstocking  the  pasture  is  now  only  by  action  on 
the  case,  his  other  remedy  by  assize  having  been 
abolished  by  the  recent  statute  3  and  4  Will.  IV. 
c.  27.  Actions  on  the  case  are  among  those  ac¬ 
tions  which,  by  the  statute  21  Jac.  I.  c.  16,  s.  3, 
must  be  brought  within  six  years  after  the  cause 
of  action  has  arisen  ;  and,  if  the  owner  of  the  soil, 
or  a  stranger,  contrive  by  iiiclosure  or  other  means 
to  exclude  the  commoner  for  twenty  years,  his 
right  of  entry  is  lost  :§  formerly  he  might  then 
have  recourse  to  his  assize  for  ten  years  more,  hut 
that  is  taken  away  as  mentioned  above. 

The  rights  of  the  commoner  may  also  be  extin¬ 
guished  by  inclosure.  By  the  statute  of  Merton 
(20  Hen.  III.)  c.  4,  lords  of  manors  are  em¬ 
powered  to  aiiprove  (improve  or  inclose)  against 
their  tenants,  and  by  the  statute  of  Westminster  2 
(13  Edw.  I.)  c.  46,  against  their  neighbours. 
Upon  an  assize  brought  by  any  person  claiming 
common  of  pasture  aiipendant  or  appurtenant,  un¬ 
less  by  special  grant,  the  jury  is  directed  to  inquire 
into  the  sufficiency  of  the  land  still  left  open  to 
the  commoners,  and  accordingly  to  decide  upon 
the  propriety  of  the  iiiclosure  ;  and  the  erection  of 
windmills,  sheep-cotes,  &c.,  is  authorised  indepen- 

*  2  Ciimm.  32. 

f  Common  by  reaam  of  vicinage,  which  takes  place  where  the  te¬ 
nants  of  two  adjoiniuj;  manors  have  suflered  their  cattle  to  ranj^c 
intiiscriminately  over  both  wastes,  seems  to  he  only  a  modification  of 
common  appendnnty  and  it  seems  tiiat  either  lord  may  put  an  end  to  it 
by  erecting  a  fence.  Ibirton’s  I.<iw  of  Heal  I’ropertv,  376. 

Ihivtou*s  Law  of  Real  Property,  375,  370.  2  131.  Comm.  33,  34, 
burton's  Law  of  Real  Properly,  379. 
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dently  of  such  sufficiency.  By  statute  29  Geo.  II. 
c.  36,  amended  by  statute  31  Geo.  II.  c.  41,  fur¬ 
ther  provisions  are  made  for  the  inclosure  of  parts 
of  commons  for  the  purpose  of  planting  and  pre¬ 
serving  trees  fit  for  timber  or  underwood.  And 
by  the  statute  13  Geo.  III.  c.  81,  such  a  majority 
as  therein  described  may  make  temporary  regula¬ 
tions  as  to  the  times  of  turning  on  and  removing 
their  cattle.  But  the  most  important  acts  upon 
this  subject  are  those  of  a  local  nature,  which  in 
many  instances  have  abolished  the  right  of  com¬ 
mon  altogether;  and  the  General  Inclosure  Act  of 
41  Geo.  III.  c.  109,  which  forms  the  groundwork 
of  all  the  particular  acts  subsequently  passed  for 
this  purpose. 

This  statute  begins  by  prescribing  an  oath  to  be 
taken  by  all  commissioners  under  future  inclosure 
acts,  and  disables  them  for  five  years  from  pur¬ 
chasing  lands  within  the  parish  where  they  are  to 
act.  By  section  6  all  claimants  of  common  or 
other  right  in  any  of  the  lands  to  be  inclosed  are 
directed,  on  pain  of  forfeiture,  to  present  their 
claims  in  writing,  with  distinct  specifications  of 
their  interests  ;  but  by  section  7  the  commissioners 
are  to  assign  the  several  allotments  to  the  persons 
in  actual  possession  of  the  tenements  in  lieu  or  in 
right  of  which  such  allotments  are  to  be  made, 
without  pretending  to  determine  any  question  of 
title  to  those  tenements.  By  section  14  the  several 
shares  when  allotted,  it  is  declared,  “  shall  be  in 
full  satisfaction  of  all  previous  rights;  and  imme¬ 
diately  after  the  making  of  the  allotments,  and  the 
execution  of  the  award,  or  from  some  other  time 
to  be  ascertained  by  a  notice  fixed  on  the  church 
door,  all  rights  of  common,  &c.  shall  be  extin¬ 
guished.  The  award  here  mentioned  is  directed 
by  s.  35  to  be  drawn  up  by  the  commissioners,  as 
soon  as  conveniently  may  be  after  the  allotment 
shall  be  finished ;  it  is  to  express  the  quantities, 
situations,  and  descriptions  of  the  parcels  allotted, 
with  the  roads,  fences,  and  other  circumstances 
prescribed,  and  the  orders  and  regulations  made  by 
the  commissioners ;  it  is  to  be  written  on  parch¬ 
ment,  and  read  and  executed  by  the  commissioners 
at  a  meeting  of  the  proprietors  called  for  that  pur¬ 
pose  ;  and  the  execution  of  it  is  to  be  proclaimed 
on  the  next  Sunday  in  the  parish  church  ;  from 
the  time  of  which  proclamation  only,  and  not  be¬ 
fore,  such  award  shall  be  considered  as  complete ; 
and  it  is  to  be  enrolled  in  one  of  the  courts  of  re¬ 
cord  at  Westminster,  orwdth  the  clerk  of  the  peace 
for  the  county,  that  recourse  may  be  had  to  it  for 
inspection  ;  and  a  copy  of  this  award,  or  of  any 
part  of  it,  signed  by  the  proper  offu’er,  shall  be 
admitted  as  legal  evidence;  and  the  award  itself 
shall  be  binding  and  conclusive,  unless  where  it 
is  otherwise  enacted  ;  and,  if  the  commissioners 
think  fit  to  annex  any  maps  or  plans  to  the  award, 
they  are  to  be  enrolled  with  ami  considered  as  part 
of  it.”*  By  section  17  it  is  enacted  that  persons 
neglecting  or  refusing  to  accept  their  allotments 
within  two  calendar  months  from  the  execution  of 

•  Iturton's  L*«'of  Real  I'roperty,  pp.  380-382. 
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the  award,  shall  be  totally  excluded  from  all  in¬ 
terest  in  the  lands.  By  section  44  it  is  provided 
that  the  statute  shall  take  effect  only  wdiere  the 
local  acts  are  silent. 

By  the  statute  43  Geo.  III.,  c.  75,  the  commit¬ 
tees  of  lunatics  (that  is,  the  persons  to  w  hose  care 
they  and  their  estates  may  have  been  committed  by 
the  lord  chancellor)  are  empowered  to  grant  leases 
on  behalf  of  the  lunatic,  and  to  raise  money  for  the 
payment  of  his  debts  or  performance  of  his  en¬ 
gagements,  by  sale  or  mortgage,  as  the  chancellor 
may  direct:  and  by  statute  59  Geo.  III.,  c.  80, 
s.  2,  the  same  power  is  extended  to  customary 
estates,  that  is,  those  to  which  the  title  is  alto¬ 
gether  constituted  by  custom. 

During  this  period  some  acts  relating  to  the 
subject  of  charities  were  passed,  which  it  will  be 
sufficient  merely  to  enumerate,  viz. : — 52  Geo.  III., 
c.  101,  to  provide  a  summary  remedy  in  cases  of 
abuses  of  trusts  created  for  charitable  purposes ; 
52  Geo.  III.,  c.  102,  for  the  registering  and 
securing  charitable  donations;  58  Geo.  III.,  c.  91 
(amended  by  59  Geo.  III.,  c.  81),  for  appointing 
commissioners  to  inquire  concerning  charities  in 
England  for  the  education  of  the  poor ;  and  59 
Geo.  III.,  c.  91,  for  giving  additional  facilities  in 
applications  to  courts  of  equity  regarding  the 
management  of  estates  or  funds  belonging  to 
charities. 

The  number  of  statutes  passed  during  this 
period  relating  to  the  subjects  of  trade,  navigation, 
ship-owners,  mariners,  and  fisheries,  w'as  very 
great,  implying  a  very  great  afnount  of  legislative 
activity  in  that  direction.  The  whole  number  of 
statutes  on  the  above  specified  subjects,  from  the 
reign  of  Edward  III.  (the  commencement  of  them) 
to  the  end  of  the  reign  of  George  III.,  as  given  in 
Sir  William  Evans’s  ‘  Collection  of  the  Statutes,’  is 
79.  Of  these  there  were  but  13  in  existence  at 
the  commencement  of  George  IIl.’s  reign,  and 
only  22  at  the  beginning  of  the  present  century, 
indeed  before  1803  ;  so  that  during  the  present 
period,  i.  e.  from  1802  to  1820,  there  w'ere  passed 
about  three  times  as  many  statutes  on  these  sub¬ 
jects  as  during  the  whole  preceding  history  of  our 
legislature  or  existence  of  our  monarchy.  To 
attempt  to  give  anything  of  an  account  or  analysis 
of  these  statutes,  or  even  to  transcribe  the  titles  of 
them,  would  evidently,  in  a  w'ork  of  this  nature, 
be  futile,  and  would  serve  no  other  purpose  than 
to  take  up  room  which  could  be  much  better 
occupied. 

By  the  statute  52  Geo.  III.,  c.  32,  intituled  “  An 
Act  for  the  relief  of  infant  suitors  in  courts  of  equity, 
entitled  to  stock  or  annuities  in  any  of  the  public  or 
other  funds,  transferable  at  the  Bank  of  England,” 
the  courts  of  chancery  and  exchequer  are  em- 
pow'ered  to  order  the  dividends  on  any  stocks, 
funds,  or  annuities,  belonging  to  any  infant  suitors 
in  such  courts,  transferable  at  the  Bank  of  England, 
standing  in  the  names  of  such  infants,  to  be  paid 
to  the  guardians  of  such  infants  for  the  mainte¬ 
nance  and  education,  or  otherwise  for  the  use  and 
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benefit,  of  such  infants.  And  soon  after  another 
act  (52  Geo.  Ill-,  c.  158)  was  passed  to  extend  the 
provisions  of  the  preceding  act,  and  likewise  of  the 
statute  36  Geo.  III.,  c.  90,  to  all  other  transferable 
stocks  and  funds. 

In  the  preceding  Book  we  observed*  that  the 
last  General  Stamp  Act  did  not  fall  within  that 
period,  but  it  falls  within  the  present.  This  act, 
the  55  Geo.  III.,  c.  184,  contains  important  pro¬ 
visions  relating  to  bankers,  bankers’  drafts,  bills 
of  exchange,  promissory  notes,  probate  duties, 
&c.,  which  are  arranged  under  their  appropriate 
heads  in  the  schedule  annexed  to  the  act.  This 
schedule  consists  of  three  parts.  The  first  part 
contains  the  duties  on  admissions  to  offices,  &c. ; 
on  instruments  of  conveyance,  contract,  obligation, 
and  security  for  money ;  on  deeds  in  general,  and 
on  other  instruments,  matters,  and  things  not  fall¬ 
ing  under  either  of  the  following  heads.  The 
second  part  contains  the  duties  on  law  proceedings, 
or  proceedings  in  the  admiralty  and  ecclesiastical 
courts,  and  in  the  several  courts  of  law  and  equity 
at  Westminster,  and  other  courts  in  Great  Britain, 
and  in  the  offices  belonging  thereto,  and  before  the 
lord  high  chancellor  or  the  lord  keeper  or  commis¬ 
sioners  for  the  custody  of  the  great  seal,  in  matters 
of  bankruptcy  and  lunacy.  The  third  part  con¬ 
tains  the  duties  on  probates  of  wills  and  letters  of 
administration ;  on  confirmations  of  testaments, 
testamentary  and  dative  ;  on  inventories  to  be  ex¬ 
hibited  in  the  commissary  courts  of  Scotland  ;  on 
legacies  out  of  real  or  personal,  heritable  or  move- 
able  estate ;  and  on  successions  to  personal  or 
moveable  estates  upon  intestacy.  By  the  second 
section  of  this  act  it  is  enacted  that  there  shall  be 
raised,  levied,  and  paid  unto  and  for  the  use  of 
his  majesty,  his  heirs  and  successors,  in  and 
throughout  the  whole  of  Great  Britain,  for  and  in 
respect  of  the  several  instruments,  matters,  and 
things  mentioned  and  described  in  the  schedule 
hereunto  annexed  (except  those  standing  under 
the  head  of  exemptions),  or  for  or  in  respect  of  the 
vellum,  parchment,  or  paper,  upon  which  such 
instruments,  matters,  and  things,  or  any  of  them, 
shall  be  written  or  ])rinted,  the  several  duties  or 
sums  of  money  set  down  in  figures  against  the 
same  respectively,  or  otherwise  specified  and  set 
forth  in  the  same  schedule ;  aud  that  the  yearly 
per  centage  duty  on  insurances  from  loss  by  fire 
therein  mentioned,  shall  commence  and  take  j)lace 
from  and  after  the  28th  day  of  September,  1815; 
and  that  all  the  other  duties  therein  mentioned 
shall  commence  and  take  place  from  and  after  the 
31st  day  of  August,  1815  ;  and  that  the  said  sche¬ 
dule  and  all  the  provisions,  regulations,  aud  direc¬ 
tions  therein  contained,  with  respect  to  the  said 
duties,  and  the  instruments,  matters,  and  things, 
charged  therewith,  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to 
be  part  of  this  act,  and  shall  be  read  and  construed 
as  it  the  same  had  been  inserted  herein  at  this 
place,  and  shall  be  applied,  observed,  and  put  in 
e.\ecution  accordingly.  The  seventh  section  de- 
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dares  that,  “  if  any  person  shall  forge  or  counterfeit, 
or  cause  or  procure  to  be  forged  or  counterfeited, 
any  stamp  or  die,  or  any  part  of  any  stamp  or  die, 
wdiich  shall  have  been  provided,  made,  or  used  in 
pursuance  of  this  act,  or  in  pursuance  of  any 
former  act  or  acts  relating  to  any  stamp  duty  or 
duties,  or  shall  forge,  counterfeit,  or  resemble,  or 
cause  or  procure  to  be  forged,  counterfeited,  or 
resembled,  the  impression,  or  any  part  of  the  im¬ 
pression,  of  any  such  stamp  or  die  as  aforesaid, 
upon  any  vellum,  parchment,  or  paper,  or  shall 
stamp,  or  mark,  or  cause  or  procure  to  be  stamped 
or  marked,  any  vellum,  parchment,  or  paper,  with 
any  such  forged  or  counterfeit  stamp  or  die,  or 
part  of  any  stamp  or  die,  as  aforesaid,  with  intent 
to  defraud  his  majesty,  his  heirs,  or  successors,  of 
any  of  the  duties  hereby  granted,  or  any  part 
thereof ;  or,  if  any  person  shall  utter,  or  sell,  or 
expose  to  sale,  any  vellum,  parchment,  or  paper, 
having  thereupon  the  impression  of  any  such 
forged  or  counterfeit  stamp  or  die,  or  part  of  any 
stamp  or  die,  or  any  such  forged,  counterfeited,  or 
resembled  impression,  or  part  of  impression,  as 
aforesaid,  knowing  the  same  respectively  to  be 
forged,  counterfeited,  or  resembled  ;  or,  if  any  per¬ 
son  shall  privately  and  secretly  use  any  stamp  or 
die  which  shall  have  been  so  provided,  made,  or 
used,  as  aforesaid,  with  intent  to  defraud  his  ma¬ 
jesty,  his  heirs  or  successors,  of  any  of  the  said 
duties,  or  any  part  thereof ;  or,  if  any  person  shall 
fraudulently  cut,  tear,  or  get  off,  or  cause  or  pro¬ 
cure  to  be  cut,  torn,  or  got  off,  the  impression  of 
any  stamp  or  die,  which  shall  have  been  provided, 
made,  or  used,  in  pursuance  of  this  or  any  former 
act,  for  expressing  or  denoting  any  duty  or  duties 
under  the  care  and  management  of  the  commis¬ 
sioners  of  stamps,  or  any  part  of  such  duty  or 
duties,  from  any  vellum,  parchment,  or  paper 
whatsoever,  with  intent  to  use  the  same  for  or  upon 
any  other  vellum,  parchment,  or  paper,  or  any  in¬ 
strument  or  writing,  charged  or  chargeable  with 
any  of  the  duties  hereby  granted,  then  and  in  every 
such  case  every  person  so  offending,  and  every 
person  knowingly  and  wilfully  aiding,  abetting,  or 
assisting  any  person  or  persons  in  committing  any 
such  offence  as  aforesaid,  and  being  thereof  law¬ 
fully  convicted,  shall  be  adjudged  guilty  of  felon v, 
and  shall  suffer  death  as  a  felon,  without  benefit  of 
I  clergy.”  By  the  eighth  section  the  powers  and 
provisions  of  former  acts  are  to  extend  to  this  act : 
and  by  the  tenth  section  it  is  declared  that  all  in¬ 
struments  for  or  upon  w'hich  any  stamp  or  stamps 
shall  have  been  used  of  an  improper  denomination 
or  rate  of  duty,  but  of  equal  or  greater  value  in  the 
whole  with  or  than  the  stamp  or  stamps  which 
ought  regularly  to  have  been  used  thereon,  shall 
nevertheless  be  deemed  valid  and  effectual  in  the 
law,  except  in  cases  where  the  stamp  or  stamps 
used  on  such  instruments  shall  have  been  specially 
appropriated  to  any  other  instrument,  by  having 
its  name  on  the  face  thereof.* 

We  have  already  brought  down  the  history  of 
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the  law  of  Copyright  and  of  Libel  to  the  date  at 
which  our  work  terminates;*  hut  there  is  a  ques¬ 
tion,  of  considerable  importance  in  the  present 
day,  having  a  certain  atSnity  to  the  subject  of 
literary  property,  of  which  we  have  not  yet  treated. 
The  question  is,  in  what  cases  actions  for  libel  may 
be  maintained  against  reviewers,  &c.  for  criticisms 
of  works.  It  was  laid  down  by  Lord  Wynford 
(Best,  C.  J.)  in  Levi  v.  Milne, t  that  the  decla¬ 
ratory  statute  32  Geo.  III.  c.  60  does  not  apply  to 
civil  actions ;  that  it  only  applies  to  criminal 
cases,  and  that  there  is  nothing  in  it  which  in  any 
way  touches  civil  actions ;  and  that  the  jury,  with 
respect  to  them,  stand  in  the  same  situation  as 
they  have  always  done.  However,  in  that  branch 
of  civil  actions  for  libel  which  arises  out  of  criti¬ 
cisms  of  books,  the  decisions  of  the  judges  have 
given  to  the  jury  the  same  power  in  substance 
which  the  statute  has  given  to  them  e.vpressly  in 
cases  of  indictment  or  criminal  information,  the 
power,  namely,  of  judging  both  of  the  law  and  the 
fact.  In  the  case  of  Carr  v.  Hood, I  where  an 
action  of  libel  w'as  brought  against  the  defendant, 
who  had  criticised  a  certain  work  of  the  plaintiff’s, 
the  declaration,  after  setting  forth  that  the  plaintiff 
had  acquired  great  gains  by  the  sale  of  the  copy¬ 
right  of  divers  books  of  his,  stated  that  the  de¬ 
fendant,  intending  to  expose  him  to  and  to  bring 
upon  him  great  contempt,  laughter,  and  ridicule, 
falsely  and  maliciously  published  a  certain  false, 
scandalous,  malicious,  and  defamatory  libel  in  the 
form  of  a  book,  of  and  concerning,  &c.,  which 
same  libel  was  entitled  “  My  Pocket  Book,  or 
Hints  for  a  Ryghte  Merrie  and  Conceited  Tour,  in 
quarto,  to  be  called  The  Stranger  in  Ireland  in 
1805,  by  a  Knight  Errant;”  and  which  same 
libel  contained  a  certain  false,  &c.  print  of  the 
said  Sir  John,  in  the  form  of  a  man  of  ludicrous 
and  ridiculous  appearance,  &c.  Plea,  Not  Guilty. 
Lord  Ellenborough,  C.  J.,  said,  “  Here  the  sup¬ 
posed  libel  has  only  attacked  those  works  of  which 
Sir  John  Carr  is  the  avowed  author  ;  and  one 
writer,  in  e.Kposing  the  follies  and  errors  of  another, 
may  make  use  of  ridicule,  however  poignant. 
Ridicule  is  often  the  fittest  weapon  which  can  be 
employed  for  such  a  purpose.  If  the  reputation 
or  pecuniary  interest  of  such  a  person  suffer,  it  is 
damnum  absque  injurid.  Where  is  the  liberty  of 
the  press  if  an  action  can  be  maintained  on  such 
principles  ?  Perhaps  the  plaintiff’s  Tour  is  now 
unsaleable;  but  is  he  to  be  indemnified  by  receiv¬ 
ing  a  compensation  in  damages  from  the  person 
who  may  have  o[)ened  the  eyes  of  the  public  to 
the  bad  taste  and  inanity  of  his  compositions  ? 
Who  w’ould  have  bought  the  works  of  Sir  Robert 
Filmer  after  he  had  been  refuted  by  Mr.  Locke? 
But  shall  it  be  said  that  he  might  have  maintained 
an  action  for  defamation  against  that  great  philo¬ 
sopher,  who  was  labouring  to  enlighten  and 
ameliorate  mankind  ?  We  really  must  not  cramp 
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observations  upon  authors  and  their  works.  They 
should  be  liable  to  criticism,  to  exposure,  and  even 
to  ridicule,  if  their  compositions  be  ridiculous ; 
otherwise  the  first  who  writes  a  book  on  any  sub¬ 
ject  will  maintain  a  monopoly  of  sentiment  and 
opinion  respecting  it.  This  would  tend  to  the 
perpetuity  of  error.  Reflection  on  personal  cha¬ 
racter  is  another  thing.  Show  me  an  attack  on 
the  moral  character  of  this  plaintiff',  or  any  attack 
on  his  character  unconnected  with  his  authorship, 
and  I  shall  be  as  ready  as  any  judge  who  ever  sat 
here  to  protect  him  ;  hut  I  cannot  hear  of  malice 
on  account  of  turning  his  works  into  ridicule. 
Every  man  who  publishes  a  book  commits  himself 
to  the  judgment  of  the  public,  and  any  one  may 
comment  on  his  performance.  If  the  commentator 
does  not  step  aside  from  the  work,  or  introduce 
fiction  for  the  purpose  of  condemnation,  he  exer¬ 
cises  a  fair  and  legitimate  right.  The  critic  does 
a  great  service  to  the  public  who  wiites  down  any 
vapid  or  useless  publication,  such  as  ought  never 
to  have  appeared.  He  checks  the  dissemination 
of  bad  taste,  and  prevents  people  from  wasting 
both  their  time  and  money  upon  trash.  I  speak 
of  fair  and  candid  criticism,  and  this  every  one 
has  a  right  to  publish,  although  the  author  may 
suffer  a  loss  from  it.  Such  a  loss  the  law  does 
not  consider  as  an  injury,  because  it  is  a  loss 
which  the  party  ought  to  sustain.  It  is,  in  short, 
the  loss  of  fame  and  profits  to  which  he  was  never 
entitled.  Nothing  can  be  conceived  more  threat¬ 
ening  to  the  liberty  of  the  press  than  the  species 
of  action  before  the  court.  We  ought  to  resist  an 
attempt  against  fair  and  liberal  criticism  at  the 
threshold.”  The  chief  justice  concluded  by  direct¬ 
ing  tlie  jury,  that,  if  the  writer  of  the  publication 
complained  of  had  not  travelled  out  of  the  work 
he  criticised,  for  the  purpose  of  slander,  the  action 
would  not  lie  ;  but,  if  they  could  discern  in  it  any¬ 
thing  personally  slanderous  against  the  plaintiff, 
unconnected  w'ith  the  works  he  had  given  to  the 
public,  in  that  case  he  had  a  good  cause  of  action. 
Thus  the  jury  were  here  left  to  determine  not  only 
the  fact  of  publishing,  but  also  whether  the  matter 
published  was  libellous  or  not,  for  by  the  direction 
of  the  court  they  were  to  determine  whether  or  not 
the  writer  had  travelled  out  of  the  work  he  criti¬ 
cised  for  the  purpose  of  slander.  Doctrine  similar 
to  the  above  has  been  held  in  later  cases.  In  a 
case*  where  the  plaintiff  was  a  bookseller,  aud  the 
declaration  stated  that  the  defendant  intending,  &c. 
to  cause  it  to  be  believed  that  he  (the  plaintiff) 
published  and  vended  books  of  an  absurd,  im¬ 
moral,  and  improper  tendency,  composed  aud 
printed  the  libel  in  question.  Lord  Ellenborough 
held  that  evidence  was  receivable  to  show  the 
general  nature  of  the  plaintift'’s  publications  to 
which  the  libel  alluded,  though  it  was  certainly 
actionable  gravely  to  impute  to  a  bookseller  having 
published  a  poem  which  he  had  not  published. 
But,  if  a  writer,  he  added,  under  the  pretence  of 
criticising  a  literary  wnrk,  introduce  facts  not 
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stated  in  the  work,  accompanied  w'ith  injurious 
comments  upon  them,  such  writer  is  liable  to  an 
action  for  libel.* * * § 

As  regards  that  class  of  cases  where  the  book 
criticised  is  of  such  a  character  that  the  publica¬ 
tion  of  it  is  contrary  to  law,  it  is  almost  unneces¬ 
sary  to  say  that  the  author  of  such  a  book  can 
maintain  no  action  at  law :  and,  in  the  case  of 
Walcot  V.  Walker,t  Lord  Eldon  said:  “  It  is  not 
the  business  of  this  court  to  decree  either  an  in¬ 
junction  or  an  account  of  the  profits  of  works  of 
such  a  nature  that  the  author  can  maintain  no 
action  at  law  for  the  invasion  of  that  which  he 
calls  his  property,  but  wdrich  the  policy  of  the  law 
will  not  permit  him  to  consider  his  property.  It 
is  no  answer  that  the  defendants  are  as  criminal. 
It  is  the  duty  of  the  court  to  know  whether  an 
action  at  law  would  lie ;  for,  if  not,  the  court  ought 
not  to  give  an  account  of  the  unhallowed  profits  of 
libellous  publications.” 

In  consequence  of  the  proceedings  arising  out 
of  the  late  case  of  Stockdale  v.  Hansard^  the  sta¬ 
tute  3  Viet.  c.  9  was  passed,  which  enacts  that  all 
proceedings,  criminal  or  civil,  against  persons  for 
publication  of  papers  printed  by  order  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  shall  be  stayed  upon  the  defendant  bringing 
before  the  court  (after  twenty-four  hours’  notice  to 
the  prosecutor  or  plaintiff  of  his  intention  so  to  do) 
a  certificate  under  the  hand  of  the  lord  high  chan¬ 
cellor,  or  speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons,  to 
the  effect  that  such  publication  is  by  order  of  either 
House  of  Parliament.  The  second  section  enacis 
that  proceedings  shall  be  stayed  when  commenced 
in  respect  of  the  publication  of  a  copy  of  such  a 
report,  &c.,  on  produciion  and  verification  of  the 
original.  By  the  third  section,  in  proceedings  for 
printing  any  extract  or  abstract  of  a  paper,  it  may 
be  shown  that  such  extract  or  abstract  was  pub¬ 
lished  bond  fide  and  without  malice ;  and,  if  such 
shall  be  the  opinion  of  the  jury,  verdict  of  Not 
Guilty  shall  be  entered  fur  the  defendant  or  de¬ 
fendants. 

III.  Ckiminal  Legisl.ation. —  In  the  pre¬ 
ceding  Book  we  entered  so  fully  into  the  examina¬ 
tion  of  the  statutes  relating  to  riots,  unlawful 
assemblies,  and  combinations,  and  other  similar 
offences  against  the  state,§  that  it  will  not  be  ne¬ 
cessary  to  return  particularly  to  that  subject  here. 
We  shall,  however,  notice  one  or  two  statutes  con¬ 
nected  W'ith  the  subject  of  treason,  which  were 
passed  during  the  present  period,  and  are  charac¬ 
teristic  of  it. 

We  mentioned  in  the  last  book  that  the  statute 
30  Geo.  III.  c.  48  had  abolished  the  punishment 
of  burning  women  for  high  or  petit  treason,  and 
substituted  hanging  in  its  stead  ;  and  now  in  the 
present  period  a  further  amelioration  was  made  in 
the  criminal  code  relating  to  the  punishment  for 
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high  treason :  for  by  the  statute  54  Geo.  III.  c. 
146,  after  a  recital  that  in  certain  cases  of  high 
treason,  as  the  law  then  stood,  the  sentence  re¬ 
quired  by  law  to  be  pronounced  against  persons 
convicted  of  the  said  crime  was  that  they  should 
be  drawn  on  a  hurdle  to  the  place  of  execution, 
and  there  be  hanged  by  the  neck,  but  not  until 
they  were  dead ;  that  they  should  be  taken  dow'n 
again,  and  that  when  they  were  yet  alive  their 
bowels  should  be  taken  out  and  burnt  before  their 
faces,  and  that  afterwards  their  heads  should  be 
severed  from  their  bodies,  and  their  bodies  be 
divided  into  four  quarters,  and  their  heads  and 
quarters  be  at  the  king’s  disposal ; — it  is  enacted 
that  in  all  cases  of  high  treason  in  which,  as 
the  law  then  stood,  the  sentence  was  as  aforesaid, 
the  sentence  to  be  pronounced,  from  the  passing 
of  the  act,  against  any  person  convicted  shall  he, 
that  such  person  shall  be  draw'ii  on  a  hurdle  to  the 
place  of  execution,  and  be  there  hanged  by  the 
neck  until  he  or  she  be  dead,  and  that  after¬ 
wards  the  head  shall  be  severed  from  the  body  of 
such  person,  and  the  body,  divided  into  four  quar¬ 
ters,  shall  be  disposed  of  as  his  majesty  and  his 
successors  shall  think  fit.  And  by  section  2nd  it 
is  further  declared,  that  after  sentence  his  majesty 
may,  by  warrant  under  the  sign  manual,  counter¬ 
signed  by  a  principal  secretary  of  state,  direct  that 
such  person  as  aforesaid  shall  not  be  drawn,  but 
shall  be  taken  in  such  manner  as  in  the  said  war¬ 
rant  is  expressed,  to  the  place  of  execution,  and  not 
there  hanged,  but  beheaded  alive;  and  in  such 
w'arrant  may  direct  in  what  manner  the  body, 
head,  and  quarters  of  such  person  shall  be  dis¬ 
posed  of. 

The  statute  52  Geo.  HI.  c.  156,  after  reciting 
that  many  prisoners  of  war  confined  and  on  parole 
in  different  jiarts  of  his  majesty’s  dominions  have 
of  late  escaped  by  the  aid  of  many  of  his  majesty’s 
subjects  and  others,  enacts  that  every  person  who 
shall,  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act, 
know'ingly  and  wilfully  aid  or  assist  any  alien 
enemy  of  his  majestv,  being  a  prisoner  of  war  in 
his  majesty’s  dominions,  whether  such  prisoner 
shall  be  confined  as  a  ^irisoner  of  war  in  any 
prison  or  other  place  of  confinement,  or  shall  be 
suffered  to  be  at  large  in  his  majesty’s  dominions 
or  any  part  thereof  on  his  parole,  to  escape  from 
such  prison  or  other  place  of  confinement,  or  from 
his  majesty’s  dominions,  if  at  large  upon  parole, 
shall  upon  being  convicted,  thereof  be  adjudged 
guilty  of  felony,  and  be  liable  to  be  transported  as 
a  felon  for  life,  or  for  such  term  of  fourteen  or 
seven  years,  as  the  court  before  whom  such  person 
shall  be  convicted  shall  adjudge.  By  the  3rd 
section  it  is  enacted,  that,  if  any  person  or  persons 
owing  allegiance  to  his  majesty,  after  any  such 
I  prisoner  as  aforesaid  hath  quitted  the  coast  of  any 
part  of  his  majesty’s  dominions  in  such  his  escape 
!  as  aforesaid,  shall  knowingly  and  wilfully,  upon 
the  high  seas,  aid  or  assist  such  prisoner  in  his 
escape  to  or  towards  any  other  dominions  or  jilace, 
such  person  shall  also  be  adjudged  guilty  of  felony. 
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and  be  liable  to  be  transported  as  aforesaid ;  and 
such  offences  committed  upon  the  high  seas,  and 
not  within  the  body  of  any  county,  shall  and  may 
be  inquired  of,  tried,  heard,  determined,  and  ad¬ 
judged  in  any  county  within  the  realm,  in  like 
manner  as  if  such  offences  had  been  committed 
within  such  county. 

By  the  statute  59  Geo.  III.  c.  69,  it  is  made  a 
misdemeanour,  punishable  by  fine  or  imprisonment, 
or  both,  for  any  natural-born  subject  of  his  ma¬ 
jesty,  without  licence  under  the  sign  manual  or 
signified  by  order  in  council,  or  by  proclamation, 
to  enter  or  agree  to  enter  into  the  service  or 
under  or  in  aid  of  any  foreign  prince  or  people, 
or  person  e.'cercising  or  assuming  to  exercise  the 
powers  of  government  in  any  foreign  state,  pro¬ 
vince,  or  part  thereof,  as  an  officer,  soldier,  sailor, 
or  in  any  warlike  capacity  whatsoever,  or  even  to 
go  abroad  with  that  intent ;  or  for  any  person 
whatever,  in  any  part  of  his  majesty’s  dominions, 
even  to  attempt  to  enlist  any  person  for  any  of 
these  purposes.  The  6th  section  imposes  a  forfeit 
of  50/.  on  the  master  of  any  ship  for  every  such 
person  whom  he  shall  knowingly  take  on  board, 
and  on  the  owner  for  every  such  person  whom  he 
shall  knowingly  even  agree  to  take  on  board  ;  the 
ship  to  be  detained  till  the  penalty  be  paid,  or  bail 
found  for  the  payment.  The  7th  and  8th  sections 
provide  against  the  equipment  or  arming,  wholly 
or  partially,  of  any  ship,  with  intent  to  employ 
her  as  a  ship  of  war,  transport,  or  store-ship,  in 
the  service  of  any  foreign  state  or  persons  exer¬ 
cising  any  powers  of  government. 

By  the  statute  52  Geo.  III.  c.  143,  the  import¬ 
ant  statute  now  in  force  on  the  subject  of  violations 
of  the  revenue  laws,  all  the  offences  against  the 
revenue  laws,  which  by  the  laws  then  in  force  were 
felony  without  benefit  of  clergy,  are  made  felony 
with  benefit  of  clergy,  except  certain  offences, 
which  the  act  enumerates.  These  consist  of  cer¬ 
tain  offences  against  the  post-office;  of  forging 
certain  government  certificates  and  stamps ;  of  as¬ 
sisting  w  ith  arms  in  illegal  exportation,  running, 
relanding,  rescuing,  &c.,  when  committed  by  three 
or  more  persons  armed  with  fire-arms  or  other 
offensive  weapons  ;  of  maliciously  shooting  at  or 
upon  any  vessel  or  boat  of  his  majesty’s  navy,  or 
in  the  service  of  the  customs  or  excise,  within  cer¬ 
tain  specified  limits,  or  within  the  same  limits 
maliciously  shooting  at,  maiming,  or  dangerously 
wounding  any  officer  of  his  majesty’s  military  or 
naval  forces,  or  of  the  customs  or  excise,  or  any 
person  aiding  him  in  the  due  execution  of  his  duty 
under  any  revenue  act,  or  act  for  the  prevention 
of  smuggling. 

By  the  statute  56  Geo.  III.  c.  138,  intitided 
“  An  Act  to  abolish  the  punishment  of  the  pillory, 
except  in  certain  cases,”  it  is  enacted,  that  “  from 
and  after  the  passing  of  this  act  judgment  shall 
not  be  given  and  awarded  against  any  person  or 
])ersons  convicted  of  any  offence,  that  such  person 
or  persons  do  stand  in  or  upon  the  pillory,  except 
for  the  offences  hereinafter  mentioned,  any  law. 


I  statute,  or  usage  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding  : 

I  provided  that  all  laws  now  in  force  whereby  any 
person  is  subject  to  punishment  for  the  taking 
anv  false  oath,  or  for  committing  any  manner  of 
wiiful  and  corrupt  perjury,  or  for  the  procuring  or 
suborning  any  other  person  so  to  do,  or  for  wil¬ 
fully,  falsely,  and  corruptly  affirming  or  declaring, 
or  procuring  or  suborning  any  other  person  so  to 
affirm  and  declare,  in  any  matter  or  thing,  which 
if  the  same  had  been  deposed  in  the  usual  form 
would  have  amounted  to  wilful  and  corrupt  per- 
jurv,  shall  continue  and  be  in  full  force  and  effect ; 
and  that  all  persons  guilty  of  any  of  the  said  seve¬ 
ral  offences  shall  incur  and  suffer  the  same  punish¬ 
ment,  penalties,  and  forfeitures  as  such  persons 
w'ere  subject  to  by  the  laws  and  statutes  of  this 
realm,  or  any  of  them,  before  the  passing  of  this 
act,  and  as  if  this  act  had  not  been  made.”  And 
section  2  substitutes  fine  or  imprisonment,  or 
both,  in  lieu  of  the  sentence  of  pillory.  This 
punishment  has  since,  however  (“perhaps,”  ob¬ 
serves  Mr.  Justice  Coleridge,*  “through  inadver¬ 
tency”),  been  inflicted  by  the  57  Geo.  III.  c.  12. 

There  is  a  subject  which,  though  in  one  point 
of  view  it  belongs  to  the  head  of  Real  Property, 
yet,  as  the  statutes  relating  to  it  which  were  passed 
during  this  period  view  it  rather  under  the  head 
of  Criminal  IjCgislation,  may  be  now  noticed  under 
that  head.  Formerly,  by  the  English  law,  both 
villeins  regardant  and  villeins  in  gross  w’ere  con¬ 
sidered  as  real  property.  Consequently  all  the 
incidents  of  real  property  attached  to  them;  so 
that  some  passages  of  the  old  books  seem  to  our 
modern  ideas  not  a  little  strange.  Take,  for  in¬ 
stance,  this  passage  from  Perkins  ; — “  If  a  man 
be  seized  of  a  villein  in  gross  in  fee,  and  the  lord 
of  the  villein  hath  issue  a  son,  which  son  marrieth 
a  wife,  and  the  father  dieth,  and  the  son  dieth  be¬ 
fore  any  seizure  of  the  villein,  yet  his  wife  shall  be 
endowed  of  the  villein. ”t  thus,  also,  as  there 
may  be  waste  in  houses,  gardens,  parks,  fish-ponds, 

*  2  Coleridge’s  Blackstone’s  Com.  123,  uote  (6). 

f  Sect.  372.  Tlie  title  of  Perkins’s  work  (which  is  one  of  great  au¬ 
thority  in  old  law)  is  *  A  profitable  booke  of  Master  John  Perkins, 
fellow  of  the  Inner  Temple,  treating  of  the  laws  of  England.  Lon¬ 
don,  1593.’  It  may  perhaps  be  necessary  here  to  remind  the  reader 
tliat  dower  in  English  law  is  an  estate  for  lile,  which  the  law  gives  to 
the  wife,  after  the  decease  of  her  husband,  in  t!.e  third  part  of  the 
lands  and  tenements  of  which  the  husband  was  seized,  in  deed  or  in 
law,  at  any  time  during  the  marriage,  for  a  legal  estate  of  inheritance 
in  possession.  The  following  observations  in  a  note  to  2  Ill.  Comm* 
134  will  he  found  not  uninteresting,  if  for  no  other  reason  than  that 
Ihev  explain  the  meaning  of  an  expression  seldom  understood  by  those 
who  use  it.  “  When  special  endowments  were  made  ad  ostium  ec- 
cle$ics,x\\e  husband,  after  affiance  made  and  troth  plighted,  used  to 
declare  with  what  specific  lands  he  meant  to  endow  his  wife  (^quvd 
dotam  earn  de  tali  manerio  cum pei'tinentiis,  &c  ,  Bract.  1.  ii.  c.  39,  s.  6.), 
and  therefore  in  the  old  York  ritual  (Seld.  Ux.  Hebr.,hn.  c.  2  i) 
there  is  at  this  part  of  the  matrimonial  service,  the  following  rubric  : 
“  Sacevdos  intci'ruget  dutem  mulievis  *  ef,  si  terra  ei  in  dotem  detur,  tunc 
dicatur  psahnus  ute/'  &c.  \Mien  the  wite  was  endowed  generally 
(u6t  quis  uxurem  suum  dotaverit  in  generali^  de  omnihus  terris  et  tcJicmentis  ; 
Bract.  »6.),  the  husband  seems  to  have  said,  "  ith  all  my  lands  and 
tenements  I  thee  endow and  then  they  all  became  liable  to  her 
dov>  er.  When  he  endowed  her  with  personalty  only,  he  used  to  say, 
“  With  all  my  worldly  goods  (or,  as  the  Salisbury  ritual  has  it,  wtth 
all  my  worldly  chattel)  1  thee  endow  which  entitled  the  wife  to  her 
t!.ii*ds,  OT  pars  ratumabilis,  ol  his  personal  estate,  which  is  provided 
for  by  Magna  Charta,  cap.  18,  though  the  retaining  this  last  expression 
in  our  modtn:u  liturgy,  if  of  any  meaning  at  all,  can  now  reler  only 
to  the  right  of  maiutenance,  which  she  acquires  during  coverture,  out 
of  her  husband’s  personalty.” — See  also  the  argument  of  Sir  Joseph 
Jekvll,  Master  of  the  Bolls,  in  Banks  v.  Sutton  ^2  Eq.  Ab.  382,  note  ; 
2P.’W.  634,  and  the  observations  thereon  in  Park  on  the  law  of 
dower,  131,  et  seq. 
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timber,  &c.,  formerly  there  might  be  waste  in  vil¬ 
leins.  Some  of  the  distinctions  taken  in  the  old 
hooks  are  curious  as  to  what  acts  might  and  what 
might  not  amount  to  legal  waste  in  regard  to  vil¬ 
leins.  Thus : — “  If  tenant  in  dower  of  a  manor 
to  which  villeins  are  regardant  manumits  the  vil¬ 
leins,  this  is  not  any  w’aste,  because  it  is  not  any 
manumission  hut  against  herself ;  for  he  in  rever¬ 
sion  may  seize  them  after  her  death.  (2  Hen.  VI. 
11,  Curia.)  But  if  she  had  beat  the  villeins,  or 
constrained  them  to  do  other  services  which  they 
did  not  before,  by  which  they  go  out  of  the 
seigniory,  it  is  waste.  (2  Hen.  VI.  11.)”* 

We  here  see  a  time  when  men  were  considered 
as  a  species  of  real  property  by  the  laws  of  Eng¬ 
land.  But,  though  as  regards  general  law  that 
time  has  long  passed  away,  according  to  certain 
local  laws  a  similar  state  of  things  existed  till  very 
recently  in  some  of  the  dependencies  of  the  British 
empire,  governed  by  the  English  laws.  During  the 
period  of  which  w’e  now  wnite,  there  were  British 
statutes  recognizing  a  local  state  of  slavery  in  cer¬ 
tain  British  colonies — recognizing  too  a  trade  in 
slaves.  The  slave  trade  was  abolished,  as  far  as 
regarded  British  participation  in  it,  by  the  statute 
47  Geo.  III.,  sess.  1,  c.  36;  amended  and  ren¬ 
dered  more  effectual  by  stat.  51  Geo.  HI.  c.  23, 
by  which  carrying  on  the  slave  trade,  or  being  in 
any  way  engaged  therein,  is  declared  to  be  felony. 
These  statutes  were  further  amended  by  the  58 
Geo.  HI.  c.  49  and  the  59  Geo.  III.  c.  120.  But 
they  were  all  repealed  and  the  wdrole  law  on  the 
subject  consolidated  by  the  5  Geo.  IV.  c.  113. 
The  act  for  establishing  a  registry  of  colonial 
slaves  in  Great  Britain  (stat.  59  Geo.  IH.  c.  120) 
has  in  its  principal  provisions  been  fully  recited 
and  confirmed  by  stat.  5  Geo.  IV.  c.  113,  s.  37. 
It  prohibits  all  sales,  mortgages,  and  charges  of 
slaves,  made  within  the  United  Kingdom,  unless 
the  slaves  be  previously  registered  at  the  office,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  returns  from  the  colony  ;  and  enacts, 
that  after  1st  January,  1820,  “no  deed  or  in¬ 
strument,  made  or  executed  within  this  United 
Kingdom,  whereby  any  slave  or  slaves  in  any  of 
the  said  colonics  shall  be  intended  to  be  mortgaged, 
sold,  charged,  or  in  any  manner  transferred  or  con¬ 
veyed,  or  any  estate  or  interest  therein  created  or 
raised,  shall  be  good  or  valid  in  law,  to  pass  or 
convey,  charge  or  affect  any  such  slave  or  slaves, 
unless  the  registered  name  and  descrii)tion,  or 
names  and  descriptions  of  such  slave  or  slaves 
shall  be  duly  set  forth  in  such  deed  or  instrument, 
or  in  some  schedule  thereupon  endorsed  or  thereto 
annexed,  according  to  the  then  latest  registration, 
or  corrected  registration,  of  such  slave  or  slaves  in 
the  said  office  of  the  registrar  of  slaves.”  This  is 
fidlowcd  by  several  provisos ;  that  instruments 
shall  not  be  vitiated  by  the  mistakes  of  clerks  ; 
that  mortgages  or  charges,  made  before  the  act 
(12th  July,  1819),  may  be  transferred  as  formerly; 
that  wills,  probates,  letters  of  administration,  and 
conveyances  and  assignments  made  under  the  au- 

•  Cited  22  Vin.  A'.r.  437. 
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thority  of  a  commission  of  bankrupt,  or  of  any 
court  of  justice,  &c.,  shall  not  be  affected;  and 
that  the  issue  of  registered  slaves,  born  since  the 
last  return,  shall  be  considered  as  registered.* 

The  statutes  45  Geo.  HI.  c.  10,  and  46  Geo. 
III.  c.  98,  are  the  laws  now  in  force  for  the  regu¬ 
lation  of  quarantine.  The  substance  of  their  pro¬ 
visions  is  thus  stated  by  Mr.  Justice  Coleridge  in 
one  of  his  notes  to  his  edition  of  Blackstone’s 
Commentaries  :  —  “  Many  offenees  described  in 
these  statutes  are  punished  by  pecuniary  penalties 
and  imprisonment ;  but  it  is  felony,  without  benefit 
of  clergy,  for  any  master  knowingly  to  omit  dis¬ 
closing  that  he  has  touched  at  any  infected  place, 
or  has  any  infected  person  on  board,  or  wilfully  to 
omit,  under  such  circumstances,  the  hoisting  the 
yellow  flag ;  it  is  also  a  capital  offence  fur  persons 
liable.to  perform  quarantine  to  refuse  to  repair  to 
the  appointed  place  for  performing  it,  or  to  escape 
from  It;  and  for  any  officer  of  quarantine  know¬ 
ingly  to  permit  any  person,  ship,  or  goods  to 
depart  or  be  conveyed  from  such  place  without 
permission  of  his  majesty,  or  to  give  a  false  certifi¬ 
cate  of  the  due  performance  of  quarantine.  Per¬ 
sons  uninfected  who  once  enter  a  lazaret  are  laid 
under  the  same  restrictions,  and  exposed  to  the 
same  punishments,  as  those  performing  quarantine 
there.  It  is  also  a  capital  offence  to  convey  clan¬ 
destinely,  or  conceal  for  such  purpose,  any  letters 
or  goods  from  a  ship  in  quarantine.  By  the  com¬ 
mon  law',  it  is  a  nuisance  to  expose  persons  infected 
with  contagious  disorders  in  streets  or  places  of 
public  resort,  and,  therefore,  though  it  is  not  un¬ 
lawful  to  inoculate  with  the  small-pox,  yet  it  must 
be  done  under  such  guards,  and  the  patients  after- 
w^ards  so  managed,  as  not  to  endanger  the  public 
health  by  the  communication  of  the  disease. 
R.  V.  Vantandillo,  4  M.  and  S.  73,  and  R.  v.  Bur¬ 
nett,  4  M.  and  S.  272.”  -f- 

By  the  statute  43  Geo.  1 1 1,  c.  58,  commonly 
called  Lord  Ellenborough’s  Act,  attempts  to 
murder  by  certain  means  are  made  capital  felonies. 
This  statute,  to  quote  the  summary  given  by  Mr. 
Justice  Coleridge,  “  punishes  with  death  in  prin¬ 
cipals,  counsellors,  aiders,  and  abettors,  the  mali¬ 
ciously  shooting  at  any  of  his  majesty’s  subjects ; 
the  presenting,  pointing,  or  levelling  any  kind  of 
loaded  fire-arms  at  any  one ;  the  attempting  in 
any  way  to  discharge  the  same  at  any  one ;  stab¬ 
bing  or  cutting  any  one,  with  intent  in  so  doing 
any  of  these  things  to  murder,  rob,  maim,  dis¬ 
figure,  disable,  or  do  any  other  grievous  bodily 
harm  to  such  person,  or  wdth  intent  to  obstruct  or 
resist  the  lawful  apprehension  or  detainer  of  the 
person  so  stabbing  or  cutting,  or  of  any  accomplice, 
for  any  offence  for  which  he  or  they  may  be  liable 
by  law  to  be  apprehended,  and  the  maliciously 
administering  any  deadly  poison  or  other  noxious 
thing,  with  intent  to  murder,  or  cause  the  miscar¬ 
riage  of,  any  woman  then  quick  with  child.  The 

•  It  may  bp  almost  unnpcessnry  to  add  that,  by  tlie  statute  3  and 
4  IV.  c.  73,  slavery  is  aboU>hed  throughout  the  Ijiitisli 

colonies. 

t  4  Coleridge’s  Ill.  Comm.,  102,  note  (1). 
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same  statute  provides,  however,  that,  if  the  shooting 
at,  levelling,  or  attempting  to  discharge  the  loaded 
fire-arms,  or  the  stabbing  or  cutting,  were  done 
under  such  circumstances  as  that,  if  death  had 
ensued,  the  same  would  not  in  law  have  amounted 
to  murder,  then  the  party  charged  shall  be  ac¬ 
quitted.”*  This  statute  also,  says  the  same  writer 
in  a  subsequent  note  to  his  edition  of  Blackstone, 
“  makes  it  a  capital  felony  wilfully  and  maliciously 
to  set  fire  to  any  house,  barn,  granary,  hop-oast, 
outhouse,  mill,  warehouse,  or  shop,  whether  the 
same  shall  then  be  in  the  party’s  own  possession 
or  not,  if  it  be  done  with  intent  to  injure  or  de¬ 
fraud  his  majesty,  any  of  his  subjects,  or  any  body 
corjiorate.  The  principal  object  of  this  enactment 
was  to  comprise  the  cases  of  persons  burning 
houses,  mills,  &c.,  of  which  they  are  tenants  or 
owners,  to  the  injury  of  their  landlords,  or  to 
defraud  the  insurers.  But  it  is  not  necessary  to 
prove  any  distinct  malice  or  intent  to  defraud  be¬ 
yond  that  which  the  law  necessarily  implies  from 
the  act  of  deliberate  arson. ”t 

The  statute  52  Geo.  III.  c.  130,  makes  it  a 
capital  felony  maliciously  to  burn  or  set  fire  to  any 
buildings,  erections,  or  engines  used  in  the  carrying 
on  any  trade  or  manufactory,  or  in  which  any 
goods,  wares,  or  merchandise  are  deposited. 

The  statute  43  Geo.  III.  c.  113,  repeals  the 
provisions  of  4  Geo.  I.  c.  12  (by  which  captains 
and  mariners  belonging  to  ships,  and  destroying 
the  same,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  owners  and  in¬ 
surers,  are  made  guilty  of  felony,  without  benefit 
of  clergy),  and  makes  it  a  capital  felony,  triable 
within  a  county, 'if  committed  there,  and  accordino- 
to  28  Hen.  VIII.  c.  15,  if  on  the  high  seas° 
wilfully  to  cast  aw^ay,  burn,  or  otherwise  destroy 
any  vessel,  or  to  counsel  the  same  to  be  done,  if  it 
be  done  accordingly,  w'ith  intent  maliciously  to 
prejudice  any  owner  of  such  vessel,  or  of  any  goods 
loaded  on  board,  or  any  person  or  body  corporate 
who  shall  have  insured  the  ship,  freight,  or  goods. 

The  statute  57  Geo.  III.  c.  127,  s.  4,  consoli¬ 
dates  the  various  statutes  on  the  subject  of  forging 
and  counterfeiting  letters  of  attorney  and  writings 
of  various  kinds,  and  of  personating  the  characters 
of  officers,  seamen,  or  other  persons,  for  purposes 
of  fraud,  in  order  to  receive  their  wages;  and 
embraces  all  the  cases  of  personation  and  forgery, 
to  obtain  wages,  pay,  prize-money,  bounty-money, 
pension-money,  or  other  allowances  of  money,  of 
any  naval  or  marine  officer,  seaman,  marine",  or 
other  person  entitled  to  sueh  wages,  &e.,  and 
makes  the  offence  felon}-,  without  benefit  of  clergy, 
and  punishable  with  death. 

The  present  period  is  distinguished  by  the 
humane  e.\ertions  of  Sir  Samuel  Romilly  and 
others  to  soften  the  severity  of  the  English  penal 
code.  That  eode  wanted  amendment  in  two  op¬ 
posite  directions,  having,  as  the  new  statutes 
which  we  have  just  been  giving  an  imperfect  ab¬ 
stract  of  sufficiently  show,  allowed  some  heavy 
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offences  to  escape  with  a  very  slight  punishment, 
while  it  punished  other  offences,  comparatively 
light,  with  disproportioned  and  inhuman  severity. 
On  the  18th  of  May,  1808,  Sir  Samuel  Romilly 
introduced  a  bill  to  repeal  the  statute  of  8  Eliz. 
c.  4,  by  which  the  punishment  of  death  was  in¬ 
flicted  for  the  offence  of  privately  stealing  from  the 
person.  This  bill,  with  some  amendments,  passed 
into  a  law,  and  became  the  statute  48  Geo.  III. 
c.  129.  By  this  statute  (sect.  2)  it  is  enacted  that 
“  every  person  who  shall  at  any  time,  or  in  any 
place  whatever,  feloniously  steal,  take,  and  carry 
away  any  money,  goods,  or  chattels,  from  the  per¬ 
son  of  any  other,  whether  privily  without  his 
knowledge  or  not,  but  without  such  force  or  put¬ 
ting  in  fear  as  is  sufficient  to  constitute  the  crime 
of  robbery,  or  who  shall  be  present,  aiding  and 
abetting  therein,  shall  be  liable  to  be  transported 
beyond  the  seas  for  life,  or  for  such  term,  not  less 
than  seven  years,  as  the  judge  or  court  before 
whom  any  such  person  shall  be  convicted  shall 
adjudge,  or  shall  be  liable,  in  case  the  said  judge 
or  court  shall  think  fit,  to  be  imprisoned  only,  or 
to  be  imprisoned  and  kept  to  hard  labour  in’  the 
common  gaol,  house  of  correction,  or  penitentiary 
house,  for  any  term  not  exceeding  three  years.” 

In  the  session  of  1810  Sir  Samuel  Romilly  in¬ 
troduced  three  bills,  to  repeal  the  statutes  10  and 
11  Will.  HI.,  12  Anne,  and  24  Geo.  II.,  making 
the  privately  stealing  in  a  shop  goods  of  the  value 
of  five  shillings,  or  in  a  dwelling-house,  or  on 
board  a  vessel  in  a  navigable  river,  property  of  the 
value  of  forty  shillings,  capital  felonies.  All  these 
bills  w'ere  lost,  the  first  in  the  Lords,  and  the  se¬ 
cond  in  the  Commons,  the  third  being  withdrawn  ; 
but  in  the  following  year  Sir  Samuel  carried 
through  a  bill  to  abolish  the  punishment  of  death 
for  stealing  from  bleaching-grounds,  which  became 
the  statute  51  Geo.  III.  c.  41  ;  and  in  1812  he 
procured  a  repeal  of  the  act  of  Elizabeth,  which 
made  it  capital  in  soldiers  and  mariners  to  be 
found  wandering  about  the  realm  without  a  pass. 

It  would  be  unfair  not  to  add  here  that,  though  at 
the  time  the  opposition  offered  to  the  measures  he 
proposed  by  those  who  took  a  different  view  of 
criminal  law  reform  from  Sir  Samuel  Romilly 
(among  the  most  powerful  of  whom  Lord  Ellen- 
borough  was  conspicuous)  was  successful,  yet  very 
shortly  after  his  death  several  of  those  alterations 
in  the  law  which  he  so  zealously  promoted  were 
carried  into  effect.  The  statute  of  W'illiam  III., 
inflicting  the  punishment  of  death  for  the  offence 
of  privately  stealing  in  a  shop  to  the  value  of  five 
shillings,  was  repealed  at  the  commencement  of 
the  reign  of  George  IV.,  and  transportation  or  im¬ 
prisonment  substituted.*  The  statute  of  George  11. , 
making  it  capital  to  steal  goods  to  the  value  of 
forty  shillings  on  board  a  vessel  in  a  navigable 
river,  was  also  repealed  about  the  same  time,  and 
transportation  or  imprisonment  substituted.!  The 
value  of  the  goods  stolen  in  a  dw'elling-house,  ne- 
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cessary  to  render  the  offence  capital,  was  also  a 
few  years  after  raised  from  forty  shillings  to  five 
pounds.* 

During  this  period  several  statutes  relating  to 
bankrupts  were  passed,  but  as  they,  together  wuth 
all  the  other  former  enactments  respecting  bank¬ 
rupts,  Avere  repealed  by  the  statute  G  Geo.  IV.  c. 
16,  it  is  unnecessary  to  say  anything  about  them. 


Lord  Eldon. 


Among  the  law’vers  of  this  period  the  most  pro¬ 
minent  both  for  station  and  legal  learning  was  the 
Lord  Chancellor  Eldon.  l^ord  Brougham,  in 
sketching  the  peculiarities  of  Lord  Eldon’s  pro¬ 
fessional  life,  says  :  “  That  he  had  all  the  natural 
cpudities  and  all  the  acquired  accomplishments 
Avhich  go  to  form  the  greatest  legal  character,  is 
undeniable.  To  extraordinary  acuteness  and 
quickness  of  apprehension  he  added  a  degree  of 
patient  industry  which  no  labour  could  weary,  a 
love  of  investigation  which  no  harshness  in  the 
most  uninteresting  subject  could  repulse.  His 
ingenuity  was  nimble  in  a  singular  degree,  and  it 
Avas  inexhaustible ;  subtlety  Avas  at  all  times  the 
most  distinguijhiug  feature  of  his  understanding; 
and,  after  all  other  men’s  resources  had  been  spent, 
he  Avould  at  once  discover  matters  which,  though 
often  too  far  refined  for  use,  yet  seemed  so  natural 
to  the  ground  which  his  predecessors  had  laboured 
and  left  apparently  bare,  that  no  one  could  deem 
them  exotic  and  far-fetched,  or  even  forced. 
When,  with  such  powers  of  apprehending  and  of 
inventing,  he  possessed  a  memory  almost  unparal¬ 
leled,  and  alike  capable  of  storing  up  and  readily 
]iroducing  both  the  most  general  principles  and 
the  most  minute  details,  it  is  needless  to  add  that 
he  became  one  of  the  most  thoroughly  learned 
hiAvyers  Avho  ever  appeared  in  Westminster  Hall, 
if  not  the  most  learned  ;  for,  Avlien  it  is  recollected 
that  the  science  has  been  more  than  doubled  in 
bulk,  and  in  variety  of  subjects  has  been  increased 
fourfold,  since  the  time  of  Lord  Coke,  it  is  hardly 
]iossil)le  to  (fuestion  his  superiority  to  the  great 
light  of  Fhiglish  jurisprudenec,  the  only  man  in 
our  legal  history  Avitli  Avhorn  this  comparison  can 
be  instituted.”! 

*  7  nn(\  R  Geo.  IV.  r.29,  §  12. 
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In  general  intellectual  superiority,  however, 
Lord  Eldon  A\’ill  scarcely  be  placed  by  any  one 
above  Lord  Hardwicke,  who,  while  be  had  perhaps 
no  superior  in  learning,  had,  yve  should  be  inclined 
to  say,  no  equal  in  power  of  mind  even  among 
the  distinguished  men  who  have  successively  occu¬ 
pied  the  same  seat  AA-ith  himself.  We  must  add, 
how'ever,  in  poAver  of  mind  exercised  in  the  judi¬ 
cial  functions,  for  no  one  can  doubt  that,  exercised 
in  another  direction,  Lord  Bacon  displayed  powers 
of  mind  superior  to  his.  It  is  worth  remarking 
that  Lord  Eldon  and  Lord  Hardwicke  sat  as  chan¬ 
cellors  about  the  same  length  of  time,  both  having 
previously  presided  with  great  ability  in  a  common 
laAv  court.  But  the  precedence  in  point  of  time, 
independently  of  other  considerations,  has  made 
Lord  Hardwicke’s  judgments  form  a  far  larger 
proportion  of  that  body  of  jurisprudence  which 
receives  the  name  of  equity  than  those  of  Lord 
Eldon. 

In  reference  to  Lord  Eldon’s  sloAA’ness  In  coming 
to  a  determination  as  a  judge.  Lord  Brougham 
says  :  “It  would  be  far  more  correct  to  say  that 
he  had  great  reluctance  to  pronounce  the  decision 
he  had  long  ago,  without  any  hesitation,  come  to. 
The  bad  habit  into  which  he  fell,  of  not  attending 
to  the  arguments  Avhile  they  were  delivering  before 
him,  made  him  often  postpone  the  forming  of  his 
opinion,  but  it  AA'as  because  he  postponed  giving 
his  attention  to  the  case.  As  soon  as  he  brought 
his  mind  to  bear  upon  it,  he,  with  great  ease  and 
quickness,  came  to  a  judgment  regarding  it;  and, 
having  a  great  and  most  just  confidence  in  the 
soundness  of  that  judgment,  he  scarcely  ever  after 
altered  it  in  any  material  respect.  Indeed,  the 
hesitation  with  Avhich  he  pronounced  it,  the  slow¬ 
ness  Avith  Avhich  he  gave  it  at  all,  and,  when  he 
gave  it,  the  numberless  arguments  on  both  sides 
which  he  produced,  and  the  endless  difficulties 
which  he  raised  in  the  Avay  of  the  course  he  Avas 
manifestly  all  the  Avhile  taking,  gave  him  every 
a])pearance  of  hesitation  and  uncertainty,  and 
made  the  ])erson  Avho  kneAv  him  not  fear  that  he 
Avas  a  vacillating  judge,  Avho  had  hardly  formed 
any  opinion  at  all  upon  the  case,  and  might  be 
overset  by  the  casting  of  dust  in  the  balance  to 
make  each  side  almost  indifi'erently  preponderate.”* 
And  it  is  afterwards  added,  “It  would  be  no  ex¬ 
aggeration  at  all  to  assert  that  Lord  Eldon’s  judg¬ 
ments  Avere  more  quickly  formed,  and  more  obsti¬ 
nately  adhered  to,  than  those  of  any  other  judge 
Avho  ever  dealt  with  such  various,  difficult,  and 
complicated  questions  as  he  had  to  disjiose  of.” 
But  how  is  this  to  be  reconciled  Avith  such  evi¬ 
dence  as  the  following?  In  Whitmore  v.  Tre- 
lmeny,'\  Lord  Chancellor  Eldon  is  reported  as 
expressing  himself  in  these  terms  : — “  It  is  im- 
jiossible  in  the  construction  of  such  a  will  as  this 
to  be  quite  sure  1  am  right  in  the  opinion  I  have 
formed  ;  and  yet  I  confess  an  inclination  of  opi¬ 
nion,  rising  almost  to  confidence,  that  the  claims,” 

♦  Historical  Skelclics  of  Statesmen,  See.,  p.  G8. 
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&c.  Again,  in  ex-parte  Knott,*  he  made  the 
following  remark: — “Upon  some  parts  of  this 
case  I  have  not  doubt  enough  to  induce  me  to 
postpone  the  judgment.”  Ilis  lordship  speaks  of 
doubt  and  postponing  judgment  almost  as  if  they 
were  things  to  be  sought,  not  avoided.  But  on 
one  occasion  he  surpassed  himself,  beginning  a 
decision  bv  saying,  “  Having  had  doubts  upon  this 
will  for  twenty  years,”  &c.t  After  this  we  must 
be  allowed  to  doubt  if  it  can  be  correctly  asserted 
that  Lord  Eldon’s  judgments  were  in  any  sense 
or  degree  “  quickly  formed.”  Lord  Brougham 
indeed  adds,  “  But  the  apparent  hesitation  and  the 
certain  delay  were  of  the  very  w'orst  consequence 
to  his  usefulness  on  the  bench.”  Whether  the 
hesitation  was  apparent  or  real,  the  delay  was  in¬ 
deed  certain,  and  must  have  been  attended  with 
disastrous  consequences  to  the  suitors  interested 
in  a  will  upon  which  his  lordship  had  indulged  in 
his  luxury  of  doubting  for  twenty  years,  his  hesita¬ 
tion  having  been,  if  we  may  believe  himself,  not 
merely  apparent  but  real. 


Lord  Stowell. 


The  name  of  Lord  Eldon  suggests  that  of  his 
brother.  Sir  William  Scott  (Lord  Stowell),  whose 
eminence  in  his  department  equalled,  it  it  did  not 
exceed,  that  of  his  better-known  brother  m  his. 
We  cannot  do  better  than  give  Lord  Brougham  s 
account  of  this  eminent  civilian’s  peculiar  judicial 
characteristics.  “  There  has  seldom,  ’  says  his 
lordship,  “  if  ever,  appeared  in  the  profession  of 
the  law  any  one  so  peculiarly  endowed  with  all  the 
learning  and  capacity  which  can  accomplish,  as 
well  as  all  the  graces  which  can  embellish,  the 
judicial  character,  as  this  eminent  person.  Con¬ 
fining  himself  to  the  comparatively  narrow  and 
sequestered  walks  of  the  consistorial  trdmnals,  he 
had  early  been  withdrawn  from  the  contentions  of 
the  forum,  had  lost  the  readiness  wdth  which  his 
great  natural  acuteness  must  have  furnished  him, 
and  had  never  acquired  the  habits  which  forensic 
strife  is  found  to  form— the  preternatural  power  of 
suddenly  producing  all  the  mind  s  resources  at  the 
call  of  the  moment,  and  shifting  their  application 
nimbly  from  point  to  point,  as  that  e.xigency  varies 
in  its  purpose  or  its  direction.  But  so  had  he 

•  11  Ves.  617.  t  '  MadJ-  Cl.aiic.  preface  9. 


also  escaped  the  hardness,  not  to  say  the  coarse¬ 
ness,  which  is  inseparable  from  such  rough  and 
constant  use  of  the  faculties,  and  which,  while  it 
sharpens  their  edge  and  their  point,  not  seldom 
contaminates  the  taste,  and  withdraws  the  mind 
from  all  pure,  and  generous,  and  classical  inter¬ 
course,  to  matters  of  a  vulgar  and  a  technical 
order.  His  judgment  was  of  the  highest  cast; 
calm,  firm,  enlarged,  penetrating,  profound.  His 
powers  of  reasoning  were  in  projiortion  great,  and 
still  more  refined  than  extensive,  though  singularly 
free  from  anything  like  versatility,  and  liable  to 
be  easily  disturbed  in  their  application  to  every¬ 
day  use.  If  the  retired  and  almost  solitary  habits 
of  the  comparatively  secluded  w'alk  in  which  he 
moved  had  given  him  little  relish  for  the  strenuous 
and  vehement  warfare  of  rapid  argumentation  and 
the  logic  of  unprepared  debate,  his  vast  superiority 
was  apparent  when,  as  from  an  eminence,  he  was 
called  to  survey  the  whole  field  of  dispute,  and  to 
marshal  the  variegated  facts,  disentangle  the  in¬ 
tricate  mazes,  and  array  the  conflicting  reasons 
which  were  calculated  to  distract  or  suspend  men’s 
judgment.  If  ever  the  praise  of  being  luminous 
could  be  justly  bestowed  upon  human  compo¬ 
sitions,  it  was  upon  his  judgments,  and  it  was  the 
approbation  constantly,  and  as  it  were  peculiarly, 
ai)propriated  to  those  wonderful  exhibitions  of  ju¬ 
dicial  capacity. 

“  It  would  be  easy,  but  it  would  be  endless,  to 
enumerate  the  causes  in  which  his  great  powers, 
both  of  legal  investigation,  of  accurate  reasoning, 
and  of  lucid  statement,  were  displayed  to  the  ad¬ 
miration,  not  only  of  the  profession,  but  of  the 
less  learned  reader  of  his  judgments.  They  who 
deal  with  such  causes  as  occupied  the  attention  of 
this  great  judge  have  this  advantage,  that  the 
subjects  are  of  a  nature  connecting  them  with 
general  principles,  and  the  matter  at  stake  is  most 
frequently  of  considerable  importance,  not  seldom 
of  the  greatest  interest.  The  masses  of  properly 
of  which  the  consistorial  courts  have  to  dispose 
are  often  very  great ;  the  matrimonial  rights  on 
which  they  have  to  decide  are  of  an  interest  not  to 
be  measured  by  money  at  all ;  but  the  questions 
which  arise  in  administering  the  law  of  nations 
comprehend  within  their  scope  the  highest  national 
rights,  involve  the  existence  of  peace  itself,  define 
the  duties  of  neutrality,  set  limits  to  the  preroga¬ 
tives  of  war.  Accordingly,  the  volume  which  re¬ 
cords  Sir  W.  Scott’s  judgments  is  not,  like  the 
reports  of  common  law  cases,  a  book  only  unsealed 
to  the  members  of  the  legal  profession ;  it  may 
well  be  in  the  hands  of  the  general  student,  and 
form  part  of  any  classical  library  of  English  elo¬ 
quence,  or  even  of  national  history.  If  among  his 
whole  performances  it  were  required  to  select  one 
which  most  excited  admiration,  all  eyes  would 
point  to  the  judgment  in  the  celebrated  case  of 
Ualrymple  v.  Ualrymple,  where  the  question  for 
his  determination  was  the  state  of  the  Scottish  law 
upon  the  fundamental  point  of  what  constitutes  a 
marriage.  The  evidence  given  upon  this  question 
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of  fact  (as  it  was  before  him,  a  foreign  judge)  con¬ 
sisted  of  the  depositions  of  Scottish  lawyers,  the 
most  eminent  of  their  age,  and  who  differed  widely 
in  their  opinions,  as  well  as  the  text-books  referred 
to  in  their  evidence.  Through  this  labyrinth  the 
learned  civilian  steered  his  way  with  an  acuteness, 
a  wariness  and  circumspection,  a  penetrating  sa¬ 
gacity,  and  a  firmness  of  decision,  only  to  be 
matched  by  the  singularly  felicitous  arrangement 
of  the  whole  mass  of  matter,  and  the  exquisite 
diction,  at  once  beautifully  elegant  and  severely 
chaste,  in  which  his  judgment  was  clothed.  It  is 
well  known  that  this  great  performance,  though  pro¬ 
ceeding  from  a  foreign  authority,  forms  at  the  pre¬ 
sent  day,  and  will  indeed  always  form,  the  manual 
of  Scottish  lawyers  upon  its  important  subject.”* 


During  a  part  of  the  time  that  Lord  Eldon  sat 
in  the  court  of  chancery,  the  judge’s  seat  of  the 
second  equity  court,  that  of  the  master  of  the 
Rolls,  was  filled  by  Sir  William  Grant,  one  of  the 
most  eminent  judges,  and  one  of  the  clearest  and 
most  powerful-minded  reasoners,  of  his  own  or  any 
age.  There  are  some  points  in  Sir  William 
Grant’s  history  that  render  his  career  different 
from  the  ordinary  one  of  successful  lawyers.  It 
will  frequently  be  found  that  the  more  successful 
class  of  lawyers  are  little  known  in  parliament, 
that  many  indeed  do  not  enter  parliament  till  they 
are  made  conspicuous  by  their  official  rank  of 
attorney  or  solicitor  general.  It  was  not  so  with 
Sir  William  Grant.  With  little  distinction  and  a 
very  moderate  share  of  practice  at  the  bar  for 
many  years,  his  public  character  rested  entirely 
upon  the  success  of  his  parliamentary  exertions, 
until  he  was  raised  to  the  bench.  Of  his  merits 
as  a  speaker  in  parliament,  the  following  short 
anecdote,  related  by  Lord  Brougham,  will  convey 
some  idea,  at  least  when  accompanied  by  the  re¬ 
marks  which  introduce  it.  “  His  style  was  pecu¬ 
liar  •  it  was  that  of  the  closest  and  severest  rea¬ 
soning  ever  heard  in  any  popular  assembly ; 
reasoning  which  would  have  been  reckoned  close 
in  the  argumentation  of  the  bar  or  the  dialectics  of 
the  schools.  It  was,  from  the  first  to  the  last, 
throughout,  pure  reason  and  the  triumph  of  pure 

*  St.itesmc'u,  ec*on;l  9erit*5J,  j>p.  73-75, 
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reason.  All  was  sterling,  all  perfectly  plain ; 
there  was  no  point  in  the  diction,  no  illustration 
in  the  topics,  no  ornament  of  fancy  in  the  accom¬ 
paniments.  The  language  was  choice,  perfectly 
clear,  abundantly  correct,  quite  concise,  admirably 
suited  to  the  matter  which  the  words  clothed  and 
conveyed.  In  so  far  it  was  felicitous,  no  further ; 
nor  did  it  ever  leave  behind  it  any  impression  of 
the  diction,  but  only  of  the  things  said ;  the  words 
were  forgotten,  for  they  had  never  drawn  off  the 
attention  for  a  moment  from  the  things;  those 
things  were  alone  remembered.  No  speaker  was 
more  easily  listened  to  ;  none  so  difficult  to  answer. 
Once,  Mr.  Fox,  when  he  was  hearing  him  with  a 
view  to  making  that  attempt,  was  irritated  in  a 
way  very  unwonted  to  his  sweet  temper  by  the 
conversation  of  some  near  him,  even  to  the  show 
of  some  crossness,  and  (after  an  exclamatioir) 
sharply  said,  ‘  Do  you  think  it  so  very  pleasant  a 
thing  to  have  to  answer  a  speech  like  that  ?’  ”  * 
Lord  Brougham’s  description  of  Sir  William 
Grant’s  deportment  in  the  Rolls  court  is  one  of 
the  finest  pictures  in  his  work  : — 

“  The  court  in  those  days  presented  a  spectacle 
which  afforded  true  delight  to  every  person  of 
sound  judgment  and  pure  taste.  After  a  long  and 
silent  hearing — a  hearing  of  all  that  could  be 
urged  by  the  counsel  of  every  party — unbroken  by 
a  single  word,  and  when  the  spectator  of  Sir  Wil¬ 
liam  Grant  (for  he  was  not  heard)  might  suppose 
that  his  mind  had  been  absent  from  a  scene  in 
which  he  took  no  apparent  share,  the  debate  was 
closed — the  advocates’  hour  was  passed — the  par¬ 
ties  were  in  silent  expectation  of  the  event — the 
hall  no  longer  resounded  with  any  voice — it  seemed 
as  if  the  affair  of  the  day,  for  the  present,  was  over, 
and  the  court  was  to  adjourn  or  to  call  for  another 
cause.  No!  the  judge’s  time  had  now  arrived, 
and  another  artist  was  to  fill  the  scene.  The  great 
magistrate  began  to  pronounce  his  judgment,  and 
every  eye  and  every  ear  was  at  length  fixed  upon 
the  bench.  Forth  came  a  strain  of  clear  unbroken 
fluency,  disposing  alike,  in  most  luminous  order, 
of  all  the  facts  and  of  all  the  arguments  in  the 
cause,  reducing  into  clear  and  simple  arrangement 
the  most  entangled  masses  of  broken  and  conflict¬ 
ing  statement;  weighing  each  matter,  and  dispos¬ 
ing  of  each  in  succession ;  settling  one  doubt  by  a 
parenthetical  remark ;  passing  over  another  diffi¬ 
culty  by  a  reason  only  more  decisive  that  it  was 
condensed ;  and  giving  out  the  whole  impression 
of  the  case,  in  every  material  view,  upon  the  judge’s 
mind,  with  argument  enough  to  show  wdiy  he  so 
thought,  and  to  ])rove  him  right,  and  without  so 
much  reasoning  as  to  make  you  forget  that  it  was 
a  judgment  you  were  hearing,  by  over-stepping  the 
bounds  which  distinguish  a  judgment  from  a 
speech.  This  is  the  perfection  of  judicial  elo¬ 
quence  ;  not  avoiding  argument ;  but  confining  it 
to  such  reasoning  as  beseems  him  who  has  rather 
to  explain  the  grounds  of  his  own  conviction  than 
to  labour  at  convincing  others ;  not  rejecting  refer- 

*  Statesmen,  first  series,  p.  138. 
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ence  to  authority,  hut  never  betokening  a  disposi¬ 
tion  to  seek  shelter  behind  other  men’s  names,  for 
what  he  might  iear  to  pronounce  in  his  own  per¬ 
son  ;  not  disdaining  even  ornaments,  but  those  of 
the  more  chastened  graces  that  accord  with  the 
severe  standard  of  a  judge’s  oratory.  This  per¬ 
fection  of  judicial  eloquence  Sir  \Villiam  Grant 
attained,  and  its  effect  upon  all  listeners  was  as 
certain  and  as  powerful  as  its  merits  were  incon¬ 
testable  and  exalted.”* 

Sir  William  Grant  was  a  man  of  simple  habits, 
marked  somewhat  by  taciturnity  and  reserve. 
Jeremy  Bentham,  on  one  occasion,  being  much 
pleased  with  some  remarks  on  colonies  in  a  speech 
of  Sir  William  Grant’s,  sent  the  master  of  the 
Rolls  a  pamphlet  he  had  written  on  the  same  sub¬ 
ject  through  a  friend,  a  chancery  barrister  of  some 
eminence,  who  practised  in  the  Rolls  court ;  and 
who  said  to  Bentham  some  time  afterwards, 
“  I  have  given  the  master  of  the  Rolls  your  pam¬ 
phlet,  but  he  is  a  silent  and  reserved  man,  and 
what  he  thinks  of  it  neither  you  nor  I  will  proba¬ 
bly  ever  know.” 

In  his  time  the  Rolls  court  sat  in  the  evening 
from  six  to  ten ;  and  Sir  William  dined  after  the 
court  rose;  his  servant,  it  is  said,  when  he  went 
to  bed  leaving  two  bottles  of  wine  on  the  table, 
which  he  always  found  empty  in  the  morning. 
Sir  William  Grant  lived  in  the  Rolls  House,  occu¬ 
pying  two  or  three  rooms  on  the  ground-floor; 
and,  when  showing  them  to  his  successor  in  the 
Rolls,  he  said,  “  Here  are  two  or  three  good  rooms  ; 
this  is  my  dining-room ;  my  library  and  bed¬ 
room  are  beyond ;  and  I  am  told,”  he  added, 
“  there  are  some  good  rooms  up-stairs;  but  I  never 
was  there.” 

It  would  be  a  difficult  matter  to  overrate  Sir 
Willianr  Grant’s  judicial  merits,  yet  we  do  not 
know  of  any  one  judgment  of  his  that,  as  a  whole, 
is  equal  to  Lord  Hardwicke’s  judgment  in  the 
case  of  Garth  v.  Cotton, t  the  most  able  judgment 
and  the  finest  piece  of  reasoning  that  we  know  in 
the  English  language;  or  even  to  the  judgments  of 
Sir  Tliomas  Plumer,  his  successor  in  the  Rolls,  in 
the  important  cases  of  Cholmondeley  v.  Clinton,]: 
and  of  Purdevv  v.  Jackson. §  Sir  William  Grant’s 
reputation  is  certainly  much  higher  than  Sir  Thomas 
Plumer’s ;  and  the  important  conclusions  which 
Sir  Thomas  Plumer  established  in  those  cases,  in 
the  former  of  which  he  reversed  Sir  William 
Grant’s  judgment,  and  in  the  latter  altered  the 
law, — at  least,  by  great  exertion  of  learning  and 
reasoning,  showed  what  the  law  really  was  on  a 
very  important  point, — may  have  been  owing  rather 
to  greater  legal  learning  than  to  greater  judicial 
excellence.  We  have,  however,  thought  it  right 
to  say  w’hat  we  have  said,  the  rather  that  Sir 
Thomas  Plumer  does  not  seem  to  have  justice 
done  him  in  some  quarters.  He  is  spoken  of  rather 

•  Stiitesmeii,  first  series,  p.  137. 

t  We  reler  to  the  report  ia  Dickens,  from  Lord  Il.irdwicke’s  own 
MS,  notes.  The  reports  of  the  seme  case  in  3  Atk.  751,  and  in 
1  Ves.  sen.  546,  will  furnish  no  idea  of  what  we  allude  to. 
t  2  Jac.  and  Walk.  1.  §  1  Russ.  1. 


slightingly  by  Sir  Samuel  Romilly  in  his  ‘Me¬ 
moirs,’  lately  published  ;  and  from  his  excellence 
being  purely  judicial,  and  his  having  filled  his 
judicial  office  but  a  comparatively  short  time,  his 
general  reputation  (for  he  is  fully  appreciated  by 
those  who  are  competent  to  appreciate  such  judg¬ 
ments  as  those  specified  above)  is  very  dispropor¬ 
tionate  to  his  deserts. 


Sir  S.  Romilly. 


We  have  already  had  occasion  to  mention  the 
exertions  of  Sir  Samuel  Romilly  for  the  reform  of 
our  criminal  law.  It  has  sometimes  been  regretted 
that,  considering  his  exalted  station  at  the  bar,  and 
his  great  authority  with  the  bench.  Sir  Samuel 
Romilly  did  not  rather  apply  himself  to  the  correc¬ 
tion  of  those  abuses  which  had  so  long  cast  a  dis¬ 
credit  upon  the  court  (of  chancery)  in  which  he 
practised.  And  to  this  it  has  been  answered  that 
that  portion  of  the  community  which  is  affected  by 
our  civil  polity  are  never  without  the  means  of 
making  their  complaints  heard  ;  but  the  poor,  the 
destitute,  the  uninformed,  and  the  misled,  the 
objects  upon  whom  our  criminal  jurisprudence 
operates,  have  no  voice  to  protest  against  the 
severities  which  the  legislature  may  inflict  on 
them.*  The  latter  half  of  the  statement  is  correct, 
but  we  think  the  former  is  not  so.  The  truth  of 
the  proposition  that  those,  for  instance,  who  are 
affected  by  the  proceedings  of  the  court  of  chan¬ 
cery  are  never  witliout  the  means  of  making  their 
complaints  effectually  heard  cannot  be  admitted, 
without  very  large  modifications,  by  any  one  who 
know's  anything  of  thecourt  of  chancery  either  as  a 
suitor  or  as  a  practitioner  therein.  The  word 
“  poor  ”  is  a  word  of  comparative  import — and, 
for  every  purpose  of  preventing  his  being  robbed 
and  oppressed,  every  man  who  has  not  a  sum  of 
money  from  200/.  upwards  to  pay  for  it  is  just  as 
much  without  the  power  of  protecting  his  rights,  or 
of  redressing  his  wrongs,  for  the  protection  of  which 
rights  and  the  redress  of  which  WTongs  the  court 
of  chancery  professes  to  exist,  as  the  “  poor  and 
destitute  ”  spoken  of  above  are  without  the  power 

*  I.ife  of  Sir  Samuel  Romilly,  by  Henry  Roscoe,  Esq.,  barrister  at- 
law,  in  ‘  Eminent  Britisli  L.iwvers,'  Lardner’s  Cabinet  Cyclopeedia, 
p.  397. 
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of  effectually  redressing  their  grievances.  Hard 
was  the  case  undoubtedly  of  many  of  those  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  class  of  persons  in  whose  behalf  Srr 
Samuel  Romilly  so  ably  and  humanely  exerted 
himself.  Nor  do  we  forget  that  Sir  Samuel  also 
attended  to  the  interests  of  other  classes  in  the 
introduction  of  a  bill,  which,  though  then  lost,  has, 
in  substance,  since  become  law,*  for  making  free¬ 
hold  estates  assets  for  the  payment  of  simple  con¬ 
tract  debts.  But  is  it  not  a  strange  hardship  in  a 
country  called  free  and  civilized,  that  a  man  en¬ 
titled  to  500/.  cannot  obtain  the  interference  of 
the  court  of  chancery,  which  is  requisite  to  enable 
him  to  get  possession  of  his  property,  without 
paying  half  of  it  to  the  said  court  and  its  ministers 
for  the  use  of  its  machinery  ?  And  is  it  not  a 
strange  hardship  that  the  executors  or  administra¬ 
tors  of  a  person  deceased  cannot  pay  500/.,  being 
the  residue  of  such  person’s  estate,  over  to  his  re¬ 
presentatives  without  first  passing  it  through  the 
court  of  chancery,  in  which  process  half  of  it  will 
stick  by  the  way,  unless  they  choose  to  run  the 
risk  of  having  to  pay  it  twice  over,  in  case  it 
should  afterwards  turn  out  that  the  deceased  had 
left  unsatisfied  debts  to  that  amount?  The  whole 
magic  of  the  process  of  the  court  of  chancery 
results  in  the  master  inserting  an  advertisement  in 
the  Gazette  in  his  name  to  the  creditors,  if  any,  to 
come  with  their  claims  within  a  specified  time. 
Could  not  the  creditors  be  conjured  up  by  an 
advertisement  from  the  executors  or  administrators 
which  would  cost  a  few  shillings,  as  well  as  by 
one  from  a  master  in  chancery,  which  may  cost 
a  few  hundred  pounds  ?  Or,  if  a  master’s  inter¬ 
ference  be  deemed  on  the  whole  eligible,  might  it 
not  be  had  for  a  reasonable  consideration  ? 

In  these  remarks  we  would  not  be  misunder¬ 
stood.  It  is  not  the  general  princi[)les  of  the 
system  of  what  is  termed  equity  jurisprudence  at 
present  existing  in  England  that  we  are  now  im¬ 
pugning.  That  system  is  undoubtedly  complicated  ; 
but  it  is  so,  because  the  many  and  ever  varying 
wants  and  relations  of  a  wealthy  and  civilized 
community  are  complicated.  But  the  manner  in 
which  it  applies  the  principles  of  equity,  of  equality, 
that  is,  of  Impartiality,’!-  as  between  man  and 

•  3  and  4  Will.  4,  c.  104. 

f  We  quote  the  following  remirks  on  this  term  which  wo  had 
occasion  to  make  on  anolher  occasion  In  its  most  goiieral ,  and 
indeed  in  ils  i*t\  raological  sense,  equity  means  equAlity,^  impaitialily. 
Th.*  latter  term  seems  tg  us  to  convey  a  dearer  idea  ihan  can  be  oo* 
taiued  from  any  turning  and  twisting  of  the  words  jus,  or  justice,  or 
any  talk  about  ‘  giving  to  every  man  his  own.’  For,  after  all,  the 
question  will  still  recur,  what  is  a  man's  own  ?  So  that  the  delinitioii 
of  justice  to  be  ‘  cmHans  et  perpetua  Doluntas  jus  suum  cuique  tn'- 
buendi,’^  seems  but  a  begging  of  the  (juestion  ;  for  'it  assumes  the  main 
desideratum  as  a  known  quantity.  But  impartiality  conveys  one  clear 
and  distinct  idea,  pointing  toward  the  paili  which  may  at  last  conduct 
UB  to  the  wislied-lor  goal ;  for  if  the  claims  of  the  respt  etive  contend¬ 
ing  parties  or  claimants  be  weighed  impartially  and  carefully,  that  is, 
with  due  deliberation  and  pains-taking,  and  without  fear  or  favour, 
we  may  reasonably  hope  that  the  true  value  or  character  of  each  will 
at  last  be  correctly  ascertained,  and  ilieu,  but  not  till  then,  shall  every 
man  liave  his  owu.‘’ — Jinti^h  and  Foreign  Rcvieiv,  vol.  xiv.  p.  154; 
article,  *  Story’s  Eipiity  Jurisprudence.* 


“  Braclon  thus  defines  equity  i  ‘‘  Equitas  aulem  est  leriim  con- 
venienlia,  ([lue  in  paribus  causis  )>aiTa  desiderat  jura,  et  omnia  bene 
coa-quipaiat;  et  dicitur  GD(|uitas,  quasi  aamulita-s.”— lib.  i. 
c.  1,  §  5.  p  3. 

^  Dig.  lib.  i.  lit.  1,  1.  10,  11. 
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man,  to  those  complicated  circumstances,  however 
much  it  may  fall  short  of  the  perfectibility  schemes 
of  closet  jurists,  does  not  depart  so  much  from 
the  path  either  of  practical  common  sense  or  sub¬ 
stantial  justice  as  some  of  its  ignorant  detractors 
would  lead  their  dupes  to  imagine.  The  adoption 
in  America  of  our  erjuity  system  as  a  distinct 
system  from  the  common  law,  when  there  was  no 
a  priori  reason  in  favour  of  it,  where,  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  there  was  a  prejudice  against  imitating  Eng¬ 
land  after  the  rupture  of  the  connexion  between 
the  countries,  seems  certainly  a  somewhat  strong 
argument  in  favour  of  the  separation  of  the  two 
systems  as  a  matter  of  convenience,  at  least  in 
countries  under  the  common,  and  not  the  civil  or 
Roman  law.*  “  But  it  would  be  unfair,”  to  quote 
a  few  words  of  what  we  have  said  on  this  subject 
in  another  place,  “  not  to  apprise  the  reader  that 
the  general  conclusion  drawn  from  considering 
these  principles,  xvithout  reference  to  the  ma¬ 
chinery  by  which,  in  England  at  least,  they  are 
put  in  operation,  would  be  more  favourable  to  the 
system  than  the  actual  state  of  facts  warrants. 
Such,  notwithstanding  some  recent  attempts  at 
reform,  and  notwithstanding  the  high  character  of 
the  English  equity  judges,  is  the  cumbrous  and  in¬ 
efficient  nature  of  that  machinery,  that  the  working 
of  it  is  attended  with  a  degree  of  expense  that 
renders  it  totally  unavailable,  unless  the  amount 
of  property  in  question  is  very  considerable,  and 
with  a  degree  of  delay  that,  whatever  be  the 
amount  of  property,  is  unavoidably  productive  of 
the  greatest  inconvenience,  vexation,  and  anxiety, 
to  the  parties  interested.”  f 

In  his  sketch  of  Sir  Samuel  Romilly,|  Lord 
Brougham,  after  dwelling  on  the  talents  and  vir¬ 
tues  of  that  eminent  lawyer,  adds — “  If  defects  are 
required  to  be  thrown  into  such  a  sketch,  and  are 
deemed  as  necessary  as  the  shades  in  a  picture,  or, 
at  least,  as  the  more  subdued  tones  of  some  parts 
for  giving  relief  to  others,  this  portraiture  of 
Romilly  must  he  content  to  remain  imperfect. 

•  Se(‘  Mr.  Justice  Story’s  Commentaries  ou  Equity  Jurisprn(l''uce 
as  administered  in  England  and  America,  vol.  i,  pp.  49-52.  “  Equity 

jurisprudence,”  says  Mr.  .luslice  Story  (i.  49,  note),  “  scarcely  had  an 
existence,  in  any  large  and  appropriate  sense  of  the  term,  in  any  part 
of  New  England,  during  its  colonial  state  (1  Dane,  abridg.  ch.  i.,  art. 
7,  §  51  ;  7  Dane,  abridg.  ch.  ccxxv.,  art.  1,  2).  In  Massachusetts  and 
Rhode  Island  it  still  has  but  a  very  limited  extent.  In  Maine  and 
New  Ilampsliire  more  general  equity  powers  have  been,  within  a  lew 
years,  given  to  their  highest  courts  of  law.  In  Vermont  and  Con¬ 
necticut  it  had  an  earlier  establishment;  in  the  former  slate,  since  the 
Revolution,  and  in  the  latter  a  short  time  before  the  Revolution 
(2  Suift,  Dig.  p.  15,  edit.  1823).  In  Virginia  there  does  not  seem  to 
have  been  any  court,  having  chancery  iKjwers,  earlier  than  the  Act  of 
1700,  ch.  iv.  [3  Tucker’s  Black  App.  7).  In  NewAork  the  first  court 
of  clmncery  was  established  in  1701,  but  it  was  so  unpopular,  from  its 
powers  being  vested  in  the  governor  and  council,  that  it  had  very 
little  business  until  it  was  re-organised  in  1778  (1  John,  Ch.  Rep.  Pre¬ 
face;  Camp,  and  Camb.  American  Chancery  Digest,  Preface,  6; 
Blake's  Chau,  Introduct.  VIII  ).  In  New  Jersey  it  was  e^tablis>hed 
in  1705  (1  Foub.  Eq.  by  Laussat,  edit.  1831.  p.  14,  note).  Mr.  Laussat, 
in  his  Essay  on  Equity  in  Peuiisylvania  (1826),  has  given  an  account 
of  its  origin  and  progress,  and  prc'ent  slate,  in  that  Commonwealth 
(p.  16  to  31),  From  this  account  \Ne  learn  that  the  permanent  esta¬ 
blishment  of  a  court  of  equity  was  successfully  resisted  by  the  people 
during  the  whole  of  its  Colonial  existence,  and  that  the  year  1790  is 
the  true  point  at  which  we  must  fix  the  establishment  of  equity  in  the 
jurisprudence  of  Pennsylvania.  It  has  since  been  greatly  expanded 
by  some  legislative  enactments  (see  also  7  Dane,  abridg.  ch.  ccxxv., 
art.  I,  2).” 

f  British  and  Foreign  Review,  vol.  xiv.  p.  190,  art.  ‘  Storj’s  Equity 
Jurisprudence,’ 

t  Statesmen,  first  serie.s,  p.  295. 
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For  what  is  there  on  which  to  dwell  for  blame,  if 
it  be  not  a  proneness  to  prejudice  in  favour  of 
opinions  resembling  his  own,  a  blindness  to  the 
defects  of  those  who  held  them,  and  a  prepossession 
against  those  who  held  them  not?”  We  have 
certainly  heard]  one  other  defect,  that  of  being 
somewhat  harsh  and  overbearing  in  his  demeanour 
tow’ards  his  juniors  at  the  bar,  attributed  to  Sir 
Samuel  Romilly,  we  hope  without  sufficient  foun¬ 
dation  ;  for  we  should  be  sorry  that  this  defect, 
“  the  sin  that  doth  most  easily  beset”  successful 
barristers,  should  have  in  any,  the  slightest,  degree 
the  countenance  of  such  a  man  as  Sir  Samuel 
Romilly.  And  certainly  it  is  a  quality  most  com¬ 
monly  found,  not  in  humane  and  gentle  natures 
such  as  his  is  described  to  have  been,  but  in 
natures  whose  innate  brutality  has  never  been 
humanized  either  by  a  liberal  education  or  polished 
society.  ' 


Lord  Ej.lenborouoh, 


The  most  eminent  common-law  judge  in  this 
period  was  Lord  Ellenboroiigh,  lord  chief  justice 
of  the  court  of  King’s  Bench.  We  have  already 
seen  Lord  Ellenborough  distinguish  himself  as 
Mr.  Law',  the  leading  counsel  for  Mr.  Hastings  in 
his  famous  trial.  He  soon  after  rose  to  the  lead 
of  the  northern  circuit,  to  which  by  birth  he  be¬ 
longed,  his  father  being  Bishop  of  Carlisle.  In 
Westminster  Hall,  though  successful,  he  never  rose. 
Lord  Brougham  says,*  “  into  the  first  lead,  having, 
indeed,  to  contend  with  most  able  rivals,  and  among 
them  with  Erskine,  the  greatest  advocate  of  all.” 
Of  his  judicial  qualifications  Lord  Brougham,  who 
must  have  had  opportunities  of  knowing  them 
minutely,  thus  speaks : — “  When  his  powerful 
mind  was  brought  to  bear  upon  any  question  that 
came  before  him,  whether  sitting  alone  at  nisi 
prius,  or  with  his  brethren  in  banc,  the  impression 
which  he  made  upon  it  was  immediate,  sure,  and 
deep.  Sometimes  it  required  the  modification  of 
the  w  hole  court  revising  what  he  had  done  alone ; 
sometimes  the  interposition  of  his  fellows  sitting 
with  him ;  but  its  value  was  always  great,  and  no 
man  doubted  the  energy  or  could  avoid  feeling  the 
weight  of  his  blows. 

“  The  books  are  perhaps  not  the  only  quarters 

•  Statesmen,  third  series,  p.  199. 


whither  we  should  resort  to  find  the  memorials  of 
a  chief  judge’s  learning  or  talents  for  transacting 
judicial  business.  All  that  relates  to  sittings  and 
circuits — that  is,  nearly  tw’o-thirds  of  his  judicial 
labours,  and  by  far  the  most  important  portion  of 
them — leaves  no  trace  whatever  in  these  valuable 
repertories  of  legal  learning.  Yet  the  term  reports 
bear  ample  testimony  to  the  vigour  of  this  eminent 
individual’s  capacity  during  the  eighteen  years  that 
he  filled  the  first  place  among  the  English  com¬ 
mon-law  judges.”  * 

But  vve  must  now  look  at  the  other  side  of  the 
picture.  “  The  chief  defect  of  Lord  Ellen- 
borough’s  judicial  character,  not  unconnected  with 
the  hastiness  of  his  temper,  also  bore  some  rela¬ 
tion  to  the  vigour  of  his  understanding,  which 
made  him  somewhat  contemptuous  of  weaker  men, 
and  somewhat  overweening  in  reliance  upon  him¬ 
self.  He  was  not  sufficiently  patient  and  passive, 
as  a  judge  ought  habitually  to  be.  He  was  apt  to 
overlook  suggestions,  which,  though  valuable, 
might  he  more  feebly  urged  than  suited  his  palate. 
He  was  fond  of  taking  the  case  prematurely  into 
his  own  hands.  He  dispatched  business  with 
great  celerity,  and,  for  the  most  part,  with  success. 
I5ut  causes  were  not  sifted  before  him  with  that 
closeness  of  scrutiny,  and  parties  were  not  sulfered 
to  bring  forward  all  they  had  to  state  with  that 
fulness  and  freedom,  which  alone  can  prevent 
misdecision  and  ensure  the  due  administration  of 
justice.  There  was  a  common  saying  in  his  time, 
which  contrasts  the  court  of  chancery  under  Lord 
Eldon,  with  the  King’s  Bench  under  Lord  Ellen¬ 
borough, —  ‘  the  two  sides  of  Westminster  Hall,’ 
as  the  equity  and  law  departments  are  technically 
called.  The  one  was  said  to  hear  everything  and 
decide  nothing,  the  other  to  decide  everything  and 
hear  nothing.  But  in  banc,  where  full  time  has 
been  given  for  preparation,  where  the  court  never 
can  be  taken  by  surprise,  where,  moreover,  the 
assistance  of  three  puisne  judges  is  ever  at  hand  to 
remedy  the  chiefs  defects  and  control  his  impa¬ 
tience,  this  hasty  disposition  and  warm  tempera¬ 
ment  were  comparatively  harmless,  and  seldom 
produced  mischievous  effects  to  the  suitor.  At  nisi 
prius  it  is  far  otherwise ;  for  there  a  false  step  is 
easily  made,  and  it  may  not  be  easily  retraced.  If 
the  judge’s  power  has  prevented  a  moderately  expe¬ 
rienced  practitioner  from  taking  an  objection  in  due 
time,  or  from  urging  it  with  sufficient  distinctness, 
his  client  may  often  be  told  that  he  is  too  late, 
when  he  seeks  to  be  restored  against  the  conse¬ 
quences  of  this  mishap.  So  when  a  verdict  has 
been  obtained  against  the  justice  of  the  case,  and 
the  judge,  through  the  impatience  of  his  nature, 
has  not  disapproved  it,  the  injury  is  remediless, 
because  a  new  trial  will  in  most  instances  be 
refused,  or,  if  granted,  can  only  be  obtained  by  the 
payment  of  all  costs.  There  can  be  no  manner  of 
doubt,  I  apprehend,  that,  taking  into  the  account 
the  defect  now  mentioned.  Lord  Tenterden  was, 
upon  the  whole,  a  better  judge  than  his  abler  and 

•  Statesmcu,  lliird  scries,  p.  203. 
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more  vigorous  predecessor.  But  it  is  also  clear 
that  he  did  not  as  vigorously  dispatch  the  business 
of  the  sittings  before  him.”  * 

Lord  Brougham,  who  was  one  of  the  counsel 
engaged  in  the  cause,  defends  Lord  Ellenhorough 
against  the  charge  of  having  allowed  his  political 
feelings  to  bias  him  in  the  discharge  of  his  judicial 
office  on  the  trial  of  Lord  Cochrane’s  case.  “  I 
have  the  best  reason  to  know,”  observes  his  lord- 
ship,  “  that  all  who  assisted  at  this  trial  were  in 
truth  convinced  of  the  purity  with  which  the  judi¬ 
cial  duties  were  discharged,  and  the  equality  with 
which  justice  was  administered.  Lord  Ellen- 
borough  was  not  of  those  judges  who,  in  directing 
the  jury,  merely  read  over  their  notes,  and  let  them 
guess  at  the  opinions  they  have  formed  ;  leaving 
them  without  any  help  or  recommendation  to  form 
their  own  judgments.  Upon  each  case  that  came 
before  him  he  had  an  opinion;  and,  while  he  left 
the  decision  with  the  jury,  he  intimated  how  he 
thought  himself.  This  manner  of  performing  the 
office  of  judge  is  now  generally  followed,  and  most 
commonly  approved.  It  was  the  course  taken  by 
this  great  judge  in  trying  Lord  Cochrane  and  his 
alleged  associates  ;  but,  if  any  of  those  who  attacked 
him  for  it  had  been  present  at  the  trial  of  the  case 
which  stood  immediately  before  it  or  after  it  in  the 
paper,  he  would  have  found  Lord  Ellenhorough 
trying  that  case  in  the  selfsame  way,  it  being  an 
action  upon  a  bill  of  exchange  or  for  goods  sold 
and  delivered.”  t 

In  reference  to  the  observation  that  Lord  Ellen - 
borough’s  sarcasms  derived  adventitious  force  from 
his  Cumberland  dialect.  Lord  Brougham  says  that, 
except  in  the  pronouncing  of  a  few  words,  his 
solecisms  were  not  perceivable,  though  his  manner 
and  voice  were  eminently  characteristic ;  and  bis 
lordship  adds  the  following  very  curious  ])articulars 
on  the  subject  of  ])ronunciation  : — “  It  was  a  great 
mistake  to  suppose  that  such  pronunciations  as 
‘  Marchant,’  ‘  Hartford,’  were  provincial ;  they 
are  old  English,  and  came  from  a  time  when  the 
spelling  was  as  we  have  now  written  the  words. 
He  was  of  those,  too,  who  said  ‘  Lunnun  ’  and 
‘  Brummagem  ;’  but  this,  too,  is  the  good  old 
English  dialect,  and  was  always  used  by  Mr.  Per¬ 
ceval,  who  never  crossed  the  Trent  except  twice  a 
year  going  the  midland  circuit.  Mr.  Fox,  a  lover 
of  the  Saxon  dialect,  in  like  manner,  always  so 
s])oke ;  and  preferred  ‘  Cales,’  and  ‘  Sheer,’  and 
‘  Groyne,’  to  ‘  Cadiz,’  ‘  Shire,’  and  ‘  Corunna.’  ”  J 

The  history  of  the  Revenue  of  the  British  em¬ 
pire  during  the  present  period  exhibits  a  series  of 
financial  operations  far  transcending  in  magnitude 
anything  else  of  the  same  kind  which  the  records 
of  the  world  have  to  show.  Never  before  in  anv 
country  were  such  stupendous  pecuniary  means 
supplied  by  the  people,  or  wielded  by  a  govern¬ 
ment,  as  those  with  vvhich  her  contest  with  Napo¬ 
leon  was  carried  on  by  England  from  its  recoin- 

•  Statfsmon,  third  series,  pp.  210,  21 1. 

t  Ibid.,  p.  V20.  I  p.  202. 
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mencement  in  1803  till  its  triumphant  termination 
in  1815.  That  space  of  about  a  dozen  years  de¬ 
serves  to  be  styled  the  era  of  poetry  and  enchant¬ 
ment  in  the  history  of  finance. 

If  at  all  practicable  without  access  to  official 
registers,  it  would  at  any  rate  be  a  tedious  and 
difficult  task  to  recount  in  order  all  the  taxes  that 
were  imposed  and  collected  during  the  present 
period.  One  only  was  of  any  novelty  or  pecu¬ 
liarity.  Pitt’s  1798  war  tax  of  10  per  cent,  upon 
all  incomes  above  200/.,  and  of  a  lower  rate  upon 
all  from  that  amount  down  to  60/.,  was  repealed, 
or  given  up,  by  his  successor,  Addington,  after  the 
peace  of  Amiens  in  1802;  but  in  lieu  of  part  of 
it  additional  duties  were  at  the  same  time  laid  on 
beer,  malt,  and  hops,  the  assessed  faxes  were  in¬ 
creased,  and  so  was  the  tax  upon  ships,  according 
to  their  tonnage,  for  every  voyage  to  or  from  a 
foreign  port,  which  was  called  the  convoy  tax,  and 
was  also  a  war  tax,  having  been,  as  well  as  the 
income  tax,  first  imposed  in  1798.  In  1803, 
when  the  war  broke  out  again,  the  income  tax 
was  re-imposed  at  lower  rates,  and  under  the 
new  name  of  a  property  tax;  and  in  1806  it  was 
raised  by  All  the  Talents  to  its  original  amount 
of  10  per  cent.  The  other  new  taxes  were 
chiefly  augmentations  of  the  former  customs,  ex¬ 
cise,  and  assessed  taxes;  very  few,  if  any,  were 
imposed  upon  new  articles,  for,  in  truth,  hardly 
anything  taxable  now  remained  untaxed;  Pitt 
had  already  laid  his  hands  upon  nearly  everything 
out  of  which  money  could  be  wrung  for  the  public 
service  by  the  utmost  skill  of  financial  chemistry ; 
all  that  could  be  done  was  to  carry  some  of 
his  processes  somewhat  farther;  it  was  impos¬ 
sible  to  skin  the  flint  stones,  but  the  sheep  might 
be  shorn  a  little  closer ;  and,  accordingly,  scarcely 
a  year  passed  in  which  this  was  not  done.  The 
entire  annual  produce  of  the  new  taxes  enacted 
in  each  year  of  the  war  down  to  the  first  overthrow 
of  Bonaparte  was  calculated  as  follows  at  the  times 
when  they  were  proposed: — 4,000,000/.  in  1802; 
12,500,000/.  in  1803;  1,000,000/.  in  1804; 

1,560,000/.  in  1805;  6.000,000/.  in  1806; 

200,000/.  in  1808;  1,617,600/.  in  1811; 

1,495,000/.  in  1812;  980,000/.  in  1813.*  Doun 
to  this  last  date  no  taxes,  or  none  of  any  signi¬ 
ficance,  had  been  repealed ;  so  that,  according  to 
this  account,  the  entire  taxation  of  181.3  must  have 
exceeded  that  of  1801  by  more  than  30,000,000/. 
sterling.  And  so  it  actually  did  ;  for  it  appears 
that,  while  the  entire  produce  of  taxation  paid  into 
the  exchequer  in  1801  was  34,113,146/.,  it  was 
36.368,149/.  in  1802,  38,609,392/.  in  1803, 

46,176,492/.  in  1804,  50,897,706/.  in  1805, 

55,796,086/.  in  1806,  59,339,321/.  in  1807, 

62,998,191/.  in  1808,  63,719,400/.  in  1809, 

67,144,542/.  in  1810,  65,173,545/.  in  1811, 

*  We  take  tlicse  snnis  from  a  table  in  Mr.  Porter’s  valuable  work 

eutitb'd  ‘  The  Pro<,n'(*:»s  of  the  Nation,’  vol.  iu,  305.  Tliey  are  stated 
by  Mr.  Porter  to  be  deriveil  from  the  butl;(et  s^ieeches  of  the  clianceb 
lors  of  tlie  exchecjuer  ;  but  uc  apprehend  that,  in  some  instances  at 
least,  the  Irish  biwVets,  which  were  us  yet  distinct  from  the  Knglish, 
have  been  overlooked. 
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05,037,850/.  in  1812,  and  68,748,.363/.  in  1813.* 
In  1814  customs  duties  to  the  estimated  amount 
of  932,827/.  were  repealed,  while  the  new  taxes 
imposed  (all  likewise  in  the  department  of  the 
customs)  were  estimated  to  yield  only  288,685/. ; 
and  in  1815  there  was  a  furtlier  reduction  of  cus¬ 
toms  duties  to  the  extent  of  222,749/.,  and  an 
augmentation  of  others  to  that  of  176,772/. 
Nevertheless  there  appears  to  have  been  no  falling 
off,  but  a  large  increase,  in  the  entire  produce  of 
the  national  taxation  for  these  two  years:  it  is 
stated  to  have  been  71,134,503/.  in"  1814,  and 
72,210,512/.  in  1815.  In  1816  new  taxes,  partly 
in  the  customs,  partly  in  the  excise,  w'ere  laid  on 
to  the  estimated  amount  of  375,058/. ;  but  both  a 
portion  of  the  malt  duty  and  other  duties  of  excise 
and  customs,  yielding  in  all  nearly  3,000,000/., 
and  the  income  tax,  yielding  above  *14,500,000/., 
were  repealed.  These  reductions,  however,  did 
not  take  full  effect  till  the  next  year :  the  entire 
amount  of  taxation  paid  into  the  exchequer  is 
stated  to  have  been  62,264,546/.  in  1816,  and 
52,055,913/.  in  1817.  The  only  considerable 
alteration  made  after  this  was  in  i819,  when  an 
additional  duty  was  imposed  on  malt  calculated  to 
yield  1,400,000/.,  and  also  other  new  taxes  on 
foreign  wool,  British  spirits,  tobacco,  and  two  or 
three  other  articles,  from  which  and  from  some 
improved  arrangements  in  the  collection  of  the 
revenue  a  sum  of  about  1,800,000/.  was  expected; 
other  taxes,  however,  were  at  the  same  time  given 
up  to  the  amount  of  about  270,000/.  The  result 
of  these  changes  was,  that,  while  the  entire  revenue 
arising  from  taxation  was  53,747,795/.  in  1818, 
and  52,648,847/.  in  1819,  it  was  raised  in  1820 
to  54,282,958/.t 

But  in  addition  to  these  amounts  the  following 
suras  were  also  raised  by  loans  and  exchequer  bills, 
beyond  the  amount  of  the  national  debt  redeemed, 
in  each  of  the  fifteen  years  from  1802  to  1816  in¬ 
clusive- — 14,638,254/.  (making  the  total  revenue 
51,006,403/.)  in  1802  ;  8,752,761/.  (making  in 

all 
all 
all 
all 
all 
all 
all 
all 
all 
all 


71,831,430/.) 

69,772,255/.) 

75,093,235/.) 

76,017,779/.) 

74,936,986/.) 

84,317,498/.) 

89,818,547/.) 

108.397,645,/.) 


1806  ; 

1807; 

1808; 

1809; 

1810; 

1811  ; 

1812; 

1813; 

105,698,106/.)  in  1814;  20,241,807/.  (in  all 
92,452,319/.)  in  1815;  and  514,059/.  (making 
in  all  62,778,605/.)  in  1816.  In  the  remaining 
four  years  of  the  period  the  sums  applied  to  the 
redemption  of  the  debt  exceeded  the  amounts 
raised  by  loans  and  exchequer  bills;  in  1817  by 
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10,432,934/. 

12,095,044/. 

12,298,379/. 

7,792,444/. 

19,143,953/. 

24,790,697/. 

39,649,282/. 

34,563,603/. 

20,241,807/. 
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I, 826,814/.;  in  1818  bv  1,624,606/.;  in  1819 
by  3,163,130/.;  and  in  1820  by  1,918,919/. 

Throughout  the  whole  of  this  jieriod,  also,  large 
sums  continued  to  be  raised,  according  to  the  sys¬ 
tem  which  had  been  in  operation  ever  since  the 
•establishment  of  the  first  sinking  fund  in  1716,* 
only  for  the  reduction,  or  redemption,  as  it  was 
expressed,  of  the  debt  which  the  raising  of  these 
very  sums  created.  The  curious  process,  however, 
of  borrowing  with  the  one  band  in  order  to  pay 
with  the  other  was,  in  the  vain  hope  of  making  it 
profitable,  more  than  once  subjected  to  certain  mo¬ 
difications,  which  it  will  be  proper  to  explain 
before  exhibiting  the  results  of  the  combined 
action  of  the  two  forces  that  were  thus  kept  mov¬ 
ing  in  opposite  directions  upon  the  mass  of  the 
public  debt. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  present  century 
the  redemption  of  the  debt,  in  so  far  as  even  the 
form  of  any  such  operation  was  preserved,  was 
conducted  by  means  of  the  machinery  of  Mr.  Pitt’s 
two  sinking  funds,  established,  the  one  in  1786 
the  other  in  I792.t  In  1802  these  two  funds 
Avere  united  for  the  discharge  of  the  debts  then  exist¬ 
ing  ;  and  at  the  same  time  the  practice  was  re¬ 
vived  of  applying  one  per  cent,  on  the  capital  of 
every  new  loan  to  form  a  sinking  fund  for  its  ex¬ 
tinction,  w'hich  was  the  principle  of  the  sinking 
fund  of  1792,  hut  had  ceased  to  be  adhered  to 
since  1798.  But  in  truth  no  real  sinking  fund 
of  any  kind  could  properly  be  said  to  have  been  in 
existence  since  1792;  large  payments  indeed  con¬ 
tinued  to  he  made  by  the  commissioners  for  the 
redemption  of  the  debt ;  but  from  that  date  no 
actual  diminution  of  the  debt  xvas  thereby  effected  : 
the  purchases  of  stock  by  the  commissioners  were 
made  with  money  which  was  burrowed  for  that  very 
purpose ;  in  other  words  a  portion  of  the  old  debt 
was  paid  off  merely  by  an  equivalent  amount  of 
new  debt  being  contracted.  And  this  was  all  that 
was  done  down  to  1817. 

In  1807,  while  All  the  Talents  were  in  power,  a 
nexv  plan  of  finance  was  propounded  by  their  chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  exchequer.  Lord  Henry  Petty  (the 
present  Marquess  of  Lansdowne),  by  which  the 
jjublic  imagination  was  flattered  with  the  assur¬ 
ance  that  the  then  war  expenditure,  estimated  at 

II, 000,000/.  per  annum  beyond  the  produce  of 
the  taxes,  might,  if  necessary,  be  kept  up  for  ever, 
mainly  by  a  system  of  borrowing,  and  with  scarcely 
any  aid  from  further  taxation.  The  project  xvas 
founded  upon  the  principle  that  any  loan  might 
be  extinguished  in  fourteen  years  by  setting  aside, 
for  that  purpose,  an  'annual  sum  equal  to  the 
tenth  part  of  the  amount  of  the  loan :  the  half  of 
the  sura  so  allotted,  or  five  per  cent,  upon  the 
amount  of  the  loan,  it  was  calculated,  would  suf¬ 
fice  to  discharge  the  interest  and  the  cost  of  ma¬ 
nagement,  while  the  other  five  per  cent,  would 
form  a  sinking  fund  to  pay  off’  the  principal. 
The  existing  war  taxes  at  this  time  produced 

•  See  Tictorial  Hist,  of  En".  iv 

t  ^ee  ante,  vol,  iii.  pp.  t'24,  f«25. 
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21,000,000/.  per  annum,  and  it  was  proposed  that 
the  10  per  cent,  upon  the  amount  of  each  loan 
siiould  be  drawn  from  that  source  ;  the  phraseo¬ 
logy  employed  was,  that  so  much  of  the  produce 
of  the  war  taxes  should  be  mortgaged  every  year 
as  should  provide  the  requisite  10  per  cent.  But 
in  truth  it  did  not  matter  from  what  particular 
fund  this  money  was  obtained,  whether  it  w’as 
taken  from  the  war  taxes  or  from  any  of  the  other 
taxes,  or  from  the  loan  itself;  it  w'ould  in  any  case 
equally  form  a  deduction  from  the  revenue  of  the 
year.  In  the  explanation,  however,  it  may  be 
most  convenient  to  suppose,  as  was  done  at  the 
time,  that  the  extinction  of  the  successive  loans, 
and  the  payment  of  the  interest  ujron  them,  were 
to  be  effected  by  mortgaging,  for  these  ])urposes, 
successive  portions  of  the  annual  revenue  of 
21,000,000/.,  produced  by  tlie  property  tax  and  the 
other  war  taxes.  It  was  proposed  then  that  in  the 
first  year  there  should  be  raised  by  loan  the  sum  of 
12,000,000/,  being  1,000,001)/.  more  than  was 
required  (as  above  explained)  for  the  expenditure 
of  the  year.  For  this  the  portion  of  the  war 
taxes  to  be  mortgaged  would,  therefore,  be  only 
200,000/.,  that  and  the  superfluous  1,000,000/. 
together  making  the  1,200,000/.  required.  The 
200,000/.,  however,  though  thus  affected  to  be,  as 
it  w'ere,  given  up  by  the  war  revenue,  could  not, 
of  course,  be  actually  spared  from  the  expenditure 
of  the  year;  and  an  equivalent  sum  w’as  ac¬ 
cordingly  to  be  raised  by  what  was  called  a  sup¬ 
plementary  loan.  It  is  quite  evident  that  this  was 
the  same  thing,  in  so  far  as  regarded  the  real 
burthen  or  liability  imposed  upon  the  country,  as 
if  the  w'hole  sum  borrowed  in  the  year,  1,200,000/., 
had  been  raised  by  one  operation.  By  the  jilan, 
however,  the  supplementary  loans  were  to  be 
treated  differently  from  what,  fur  distinction’s  sake, 
we  may  call  the  original  loans  of  each  year ;  their 
ultimate  extinction  was  to  be  provided  for  by  a 
sinking  fund  (as  in  the  system  of  T792)  of  1  per 
cent,  upon  their  nominal  amount,  or,  sup])osing 
them  to  be  funded  in  the  3  per  cents,  at  60,  of 
l-60th  of  the  sum  borrow'ed.  How  then  were 
this  l-60th  and  the  interest  upon  the  supplemen¬ 
tary  loans  to  be  obtained  ?  A  su])plementavy  loan 
to  the  supplementary  loans,  and  a  third  supple¬ 
mentary  loan  to  that,  might  have  been  devised ; 
and  so  on  the  project  might  have  been  carried 
through  an  infinite  series  of  such  operations,  just 
as  wisely  and  profitably  as  tbrough  the  first  term 
of  the  series ;  but  here  the  su])plementarv  bor¬ 
rowing  stojjjied,  and  it  was  pro])osed  that  the  pro¬ 
vision  for  the  interest  and  extinction  of  the  sup- 
])lementary  loan  should  be  made  by  laying  on  new 
taxes.  “  To  this  complexion  must  we  come  at 
last,”  it  ought,  indeeil,  to  have  been  obvious 
enough,  in  any  scheme  of  borrowing  whatever 
that  recognised  the  ])rinci])le  of  repayment,  or 
even  that  of  jiaying  the  interest  iqjon  a  con¬ 
tinually  augmenting  succession  of  loans.  From 
the  moderate  amount  of  the  supplementary  loan 
fur  the  first  year,  however,  it  may  be  thought 


[Book  III. 

that  these  supplementary  loans  never  could 
rise  to  any  considerable  sum.  Let  us  see.  The 
scheme  for  the  original  loans  (upon  which  all  the 
rest  depended)  in  every  year  of  the  fourteen  was, 
that  in  the  second  and  third  years  the  sum  annu¬ 
ally  borrowed  should,  as  in  the  first  year,  be 
12,000,000/.,  that  in  the  fourth  year  it  should  be 
14,000,000/.,  and  that  in  each  of  the  succeeding 
ten  years  it  should  be  16,000,000/.  Here  were 
210,000,000/.  to  be  borrowed  in  all,  the  ten  ])er 
cent,  upon  which  would  absorb  the  entire  war  re¬ 
venue  of  21,000,000/.  “  But,”  it  was  argued, 

“  the  debt  contracted  the  first  year  being  now'  paid  off 
by  the  sinking  fund  appropriated  to  it,  the  portion 
of  the  war  taxes  mortgaged  for  it  would  be  set 
free,  and  be  applicable  to  the  loan  of  the  follow'ing 
year  ;  and,  another  portion  being  set  free  the  fol¬ 
lowing  and  each  succeeding  year,  these  loans 
might  be  continued  on  this  system  without  limita¬ 
tion  of  time.”  *  All  true,  if  we  look  only  to  the 
original  loans — if  these  “  might  be  the  be  all  and 
the  end  all  ”  of  the  scheme  ;  but  the  original  loans, 
as  we  have  seen,  could  only  be  provided  for  out  of 
the  war  taxes,  in  the  manner  proposed,  by  the  pro¬ 
duce  of  these  taxes,  thus  carried  awav  and  lost  to 
the  income  and  necessary  expenditure  of  the 
country,  being  sup])lied  by  additional  loans,  which 
additional  or  supplementary  loans  must  themselves 
be  provided  for  by  new  taxes.  It  is  easy  for  any 
one  to  make  the  calculation  upon  the  data  we 
have  given,  or  the  whole  may  l3e  seen  set  out  in 
clear  and  indisj)utable  tabular  deductions  in  Dr. 
Hamilton’s  work,  where  it  appears  that  the  sum 
to  be  raised  by  su]:)plementary  loan  having  been, 
as  already  stated,  200,000/.  the  first  year,  it  would 
the  second  year  be  1,400,000/.,  and  would  go  on 
increasing  till  it  became  16,000,000/.  the  four¬ 
teenth  year,  and  20,000,000/.  the  fifteenth.  Aiter- 
w'ards  it  would  never  exceed  the  20,000,000/.,  nor 
fall  below  the  16,000,000/.  The  stern  impartiality 
of  Dr.  Idamilton,  whig  as  he  w’as,  has  ])ronouuced 
on  this  financial  scheme  of  All  the  Talents  the 
condemnation  of  being  simply  the  worst,  and  by  a 
great  deal  the  worst,  and  most  wasteful  that  ever 
was  proposed  by  any  ministry.  He  shows  that  at 
the  end  of  fourteen  years,  if  Lord  Henry  Petty’s 
system  had  been  persevered  in,  it  would  have 
occasioned  a  loss  to  the  public  of  19,448,136/., 
and  at  the  end  of  twenty  years  a  loss  of  43,412,538/. 
above  the  plan  of  raising  an  equivalent  revenue 
without  any  sinking  fund  at  all.  By  the  system 
of  a  sinking  fund  of  one-sixtieth,  the  loss  would 
have  been  only  14,970,583/.  ;  and  by  that  of  a 
sinking  fund  of  one-hundredth  (or  one  ])er  cent.) 
it  would  have  been  only  8,782,350/.  in  that  space 
of  time.  “  We  have  heaid  it  maintained,”  he 
observes,  “  that  a  system  may  be  so  constructed, 
that,  although  it  docs  harm  in  the  first  years  of  its 
(qieration,  the  result,  after  a  long  continuance,  will 
be  beneficial.  From  its  effects  after  a  few  years 
we  may  judge  with  certainty  of  its  ultimate  ten¬ 
dency.  Suppose,  after  a  trial  of  ten  years,  it  has 

*  Hamilton’s  lucjuiry  coucerniin,'  the  National  Debt,  j).  140. 
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rendered  the  state  of  our  national  finance  so  many 
millions  worse  than  it  would  have  been  under  a 
difierent  system,  but  after  that  period  it  takes  a 
beneficial  turn.  Were  this  possible,  it  would  be 
better  to  follow  the  measures  of  that  other  system 
for  these  ten  years,  and  then  commence,  upon  a 
better  basis,  the  measures  of  the  former.  But  the 
supposition  of  a  change  of  tendency  is  absurd.  If 
it  do  harm  in  the  beginning,  it  will  do  more  harm 
the  longer  it  is  persevered  in.”  He  goes  on  to 
show  that  the  real  loss  by  Lord  Henry  Petty’s 
system  in  the  twenty  years  might  be  justly  esti¬ 
mated  at  a  sum  considerably  higher  than  he  has 
taken  it  at.  The  43,412,538/.,  he  says,  “  is  the 
sum  which  the  public  must  pay  to  the  national 
creditors,  or  remain  under  the  burden  of,  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  sums  raised  by  loan  and  applied  to  the 
national  service.  It  arises  from  the  operation  of 
compound  interest  against  the  public,  and  is  in¬ 
curred  for  the  sake  of  postponing  the  payment  of 
interest,  which  should  commence  when  the  debt  is 
contracted,  to  a  distant  time.  But,  besides  this, 
another  loss  is  incurred  by  the  system  of  borrowing 
larger  sums  than  are  w'anted,  in  order  to  maintain 
a  sinking  fund  ;  and  a  further  loss  is  incurred  by 
borrowing  in  a  three  per  cent,  fund  during  war, 
when  the  price  is  low',  to  be  repaid  during  peace, 

when  the  price  is  high . These  two  sources  of 

loss,  indeed,  attach  to  other  systems,  where  similar 
measures  are  followed,  as  well  as  to  Lord  Henry 
Petty’s  ;  but  they  take  place  in  his  ■  system  to  a 
greater  degree,  because  the  measures  from  which 
they  arise  are  carried  there  to  a  greater  extent.”* 
This  plan,  however,  was  thrown  overboard  w'ith 
the  ministry  which  had  produced  it ;  and  no  fur¬ 
ther  change  w'as  made  or  attempted  till,  in  1813, 
the  then  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  Mr.  Vansit- 
tart,  brought  forward  another  scheme,  which  was 
adopted  by  parliament,  for  remedying  certain 
defects  and  inconveniences  in  the  working  of  the 
system  established  in  1802,  and  restoring  the 
existing  sinking  fund  more  nearly  to  what  it  was 
when  first  instituted  by  Pitt  in  1786.  Up  to  this 
time,  it  is  to  be  observed,  the  original  limitation  of  the 
sinking  fund  to  an  annual  amount  of  4,000,000/. 
having  been  repealed  in  1802,  the  interest  upon 
the  portion  of  the  debt  which  was  redeemed  had 
continued  to  be  provided  every  year,  and  to  be 
applied  to  the  further  reduction  of  the  debt ;  so 
that,  although  a  sum  equal  to  the  whole  debt  of 
1786  had  now  been  in  fact  purchased  by  the 
commissioners,  or,  in  other  words,  discharged,  the 
country  had  as  yet  derived  no  relief  in  the  form  of 
a  diminution  of  taxation  from  that  operation.  It 
was  now  arranged  that  the  debt  vested  in  the 
hands  of  the  commissioners  should  be  declared  to 
be  discharged,  and  that  the  sums  hitherto  appro¬ 
priated  for  the  interest  and' sinking  fund  of  the 
same  should  be  appropriated,  so  soon  as  required, 
to  bear  the  charge  of  luture  loans.  In  this  w’ay  it 
was  calculated  that  the  loans  that  would  be  neces- 

•  Inquiry,  3rd  edit.,  1818,  p.  219 ;  see  also  pp.  1-13-M6,  208-219,  and 
334,336. 


sary  at  the  present  rate  of  expenditure  for  the 
current  year  1813,  and  also  those  of  1814,  1815, 
1816,  and  part  of  that  of  1817,  would  all  be  pro¬ 
vided  for,  in  so  far  as  regarded  the  interest  upon 
them  and  the  sinking  funds  for  their  gradual 
liquidation,  without  the  imposition  of  any  addi¬ 
tional  taxes.  At  the  same  time  the  sinking  fund 
of  one  per  cent,  was  restored  to  the  portion  of  the 
debt,  amounting  to  86,796,375/.,  which  had,  in 
1802,  been  charged  on  the  consolidated  fund  with¬ 
out  any  such  provision  for  its  discharge  ;  a  sinking 
fund  also  of  one  per  cent,  was  provided  for  the 
amount  of  exchequer  bills  then  in  circulation, 
which  was  about  26,000,000/. ;  and  for  these  pur¬ 
poses  taxes  to  the  amount  of  1,127,963/.  were 
imposed  the  first  year,  and  it  was  determined  that, 
in  like  manner,  a  sinking  fund  of  one  per  cent, 
should  be  annually  provided  for  any  addition  to 
the  amount  of  exchequer  bills  in  circulation  not 
redeemed  within  the  year.  Further,  it  was 
arranged  that,  in  future,  instead  of  each  separate 
loan  having  its  ow'n  sinking  fund  of  one  per  cent., 
all  those  funds  should  be  united,  and  that,  as  soon 
as  in  this  way  a  sum  equal  to  the  first  loan  that 
had  been  contracted  since  1792  should  be  re¬ 
deemed,  that  loan  should  be  declared  to  be  dis¬ 
charged,  and  the  charge  on  the  same  considered  as 
released  for  the  public  service  ;  and  so  with  regard 
to  each  successive  loan,  till  the  whole  debt  should 
be  redeemed.  The  more  effectually  to  secure  the 
redemption  of  each  future  loan  within  forty-five 
years  from  the  time  of  its  being  contracted,  there 
were  also  provided  a  sinking  tund  for  the  excess  of 
the  loan  above  the  sum  applicable  in  the  same  year 
to  the  reduction  of  the  public  debt,  equal  to  one- 
half  of  the  interest,  and  another  of  one  per  cent, 
on  the  nominal  capital  of  the  remainder.  Then, 
with  regard  to  future  taxation  under  this  system,  it 
was  appointed  that,  if  no  loan,  according  to  the 
scheme,  fell  in  or  was  discharged  within  the  year, 
new  taxes  should  be  imposed  equal  to  the  whole 
interest  and  sinking  fund  upon  whatever  sum 
should  be  borrowed ;  but,  if  any  loans  fell  in,  the 
interest  on  these  loans,  being  released,  should  be 
appropriated  to  the  charge  of  the  new  loan  or  loans 
of  the  year,  and  taxes  imposed  only  for  the  surplus. 
If  the  interest  on  the  loans  released  should  exceed 
the  interest  on  the  loans  contracted,  of  course  no 
new  taxes  were  to  be  imposed  that  year ;  and  the 
surplus  of  interest  released  was  to  be  reserved  and 
applied  in  aid  of  the  charge  of  the  loan  of  the 
subsequent  year. 

In  reference  to  the  objection  made  to  this  plan 
as  trenching  on  the  sinking  funds  formerly  esta¬ 
blished  and  thereby  diminishing  the  security  of 
the  public  creditor.  Dr.  Hamilton,  after  sho\\ing 
that  the  allegation  on  which  the  objection  rests  is 
unfounded,  observes  that,  “  after  all,  the  security 
of  the  public  creditors  is  not  so  much  affected  by 
any  regulations  adopted  in  the  management  of  our 
finance  as  by  the  magnitude  and  increase  of  the 
national  debt.”  “  If,”  he  justly  says,  “  the  amount 
of  the  loans  be  greater  than  what  the  capitalists 
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can  easily  supply,  the  consequence  is  a  depression 
of  the  funds  ;  and  this,  at  the  same  time  that  it 
occasions  the  loans  to  he  contracted  on  unfavour¬ 
able  terms,  induces  a  loss  upon  those  stockholders 
who  are  obliged  to  sell.  The  largeness  of  the 
loans,  and  the  high  amount  of  funded  capital,  are 
the  real  causes  of  the  depression  of  the  funds  ;  and 
no  security  ever  was  or  could  be  given  to  the  pub¬ 
lic  creditors,  at  the  contraction  of  any  loan,  that 
could  limit  the  contraction  of  such  debts  in  future 
as  the  exigencies  of  the  times  might  require ;  and, 
if  the  amount  of  debt  seem  to  approach  to  its  ut¬ 
most  limit,  w-hile  the  public  expense  is  still  in¬ 
creasing,  the  dread  of  a  national  bankruptcy  will 
depress  the  funds  in  a  still  higher  degree.  A 
private  creditor  attends  to  the  amount  of  the  debts, 
and  the  comparative  state  of  the  income  and  the 
expenses,  of  his  debtor.  If  he  finds  his  debts  in¬ 
creasing  beyond  the  measure  of  his  estate,  his 
alarms  will  be  e.xcited,  and  they  will  not  be  much 
relieved  by  any  detail  of  the  arrangement  of  his 
affairs  which  the  steward  may  communicate  to 
him.”* 

As  for  the  part  of  the  plan  declaring  the  debt  of 
1786  to  be  cancelled,  and  allocating  the  sinking 
fund  provided  for  it  to  bear  the  charge  of  the  new’ 
loans,  this.  Dr.  Hamilton  remarks,  is  merely  a 
point  of  official  regulation,  and  is  attended  w’ith  no 
injury  to  the  national  creditor.  Whether  it  de¬ 
serves  to  be  regarded  as  a  beneficial  measure  for 
the  public  is  another  question.  It  will  appear  by 
calculation  that,  supposing  28,000,000/.  to  have 
been  borrowed  annually  at  5  per  cent.,  upon  a  term 
of  eight  years,  the  new  system,  as  compared  with 
the  old,  would  have  saved  44,972,624/.  in  taxes, 
but  would  have  made  a  greater  addition  to  the 
debt  by  53,630,941/.  ;  in  other  words,  would  have 
upon  the  whole  entailed  a  loss  of  8,661,317/.; 
and  that  upon  a  term  of  sixteen  years,  while  the 
saving  in  taxes  would  have  been  132,606,864/., 
the  addition  to  the  debt  would  have  been  greater 
by  185,472,138/.,  and  the  loss  upon  the  whole 
52,865,274/.  This  is  only  another  confirmation 
of  the  principle,  which  Hamilton  lays  down, 
“  that,  whenever  a  nation  does  not  tax  to  the  amount 
of  its  expenditure,  an  increase  of  debt,  to  a  higher 
amount  than  the  sum  saved  in  taxes,  is  inevitable ; 
and,  in  the  comparison  of  different  systems,  those 
which  impose  the  lightest  taxes  must  always  bring 
on  an  increase  of  debt  in  a  still  higher  degree. ”t 
The  point  to  be  determined  then  is,  whetlier  the 
present  relief  from  taxes  promised  by  the  new’ 
system  was  worth  the  cost  at  which  it  was  thus  to 
be  purchased,  w’hich,  depending  upon  general  con¬ 
siderations  of  a  miscellaneous  nature,  is  not  a 
matter  of  arithmetical  calculation. 

But  the  system  of  paying  old  debts  by  contract¬ 
ing  new  ones  was  not  destined  to  last  much  longer 
in  any  form.  In  the  same  year,  1813,  in  which 
tlie  new  plan  of  finance  which  we  have  been  de¬ 
scribing  was  proposed  to  parliament  by  IMr.  Van- 
sittart,  and  further  explained  and  advocated  in  an 

*  *  Inquiry,*  p.  222.  f  Id.  p.  220, 
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official  pamphlet  entitled  ‘  Outlines  of  a  Plan  of 
Finance,’  appeared  the  first  edition  of  Dr.  Flamil- 
ton’s  admirable  work,  in  which  the  following 
among  other  truths  were  demonstrated :  “  The  ex¬ 
cess  of  revenue  above  expenditure  is  the  only  real 
sinking  fund  by  which  the  public  debt  can  be  dis¬ 
charged  ;  the  increase  of  the  revenue,  or  the  dimi¬ 
nution  of  expanse,  are  the  only  means  by  which 
this  sinking  fund  can  be  enlarged,  and  its  opera¬ 
tions  rendered  more  effectual ;  and  all  schemes 
for  discharging  the  national  debt,  by  sinking  funds 
operating  at  compound  interest,  or  in  any  other 
manner,  unless  so  far  as  they  are  founded  upon 
this  principle,  are  illusory.”*  And  it  was  also 
shown  that,  when  a  sinking  fund  is  kept  up  con¬ 
nected  with  an  increasing  debt,  as  in  every  loan 
the  contractors  have  a  profit  at  the  expense  of  the 
public,  the  public,  besides  the  expense  of  manage¬ 
ment,  sustains  a  loss  equal  to  the  bojnia  attending 
the  additional  loans  H  that  a  further  loss  is  in¬ 
curred  by  borrowing  money  during  war,  when  the 
price  of  stock  is  low,  to  be  repaid  during  peace 
when  the  price  is  high  ;  and,  lastly,  that  there  is 
also  at  least  a  considerable  risk  of  loss  in  the 
practice  which  has  been  almost  uniformly  follow’ed 
of  increasing  the  nominal  capital  of  the  debt  in 
the  case  of  each  loan  by  a  larger  sum  than  that 
actually  borrowed. J  Dr.  Flamilton’s  statements 
and  expositions,  now,  it  may  be  said,  universally 
assented  to,  and  admitted  to  be  unassailable,  made 
immediately  a  considerable  impression  upon  the 
public  mind,  notwithstanding  the  opposing  pre¬ 
judices  of  a  centurt’,  prejudices  and  habits  of 
thinking  in  which  all  parties  had  equally  con¬ 
curred  ;  it  was  a  few  years  longer  before  the  new' 
views  penetrated  the  thicker  air  of  parliamentary 
use  and  wont;  but  at  length,  in  1819,  their  truth 
w’as  at  least  tacitly  admitted  by  the  adoption  by 
the  House  of  Commons  of  the  following  resolu¬ 
tion  : — “  That,  to  provide  for  the  exigencies  of  the 
public  service,  to  make  such  progressive  reduction 
of  the  national  debt  as  may  adequately  support 
public  credit,  and  to  afford  the  country  a  prospect 
of  future  relief  from  a  part  of  its  present  burthen, 
it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  there  should  be  a 
clear  surplus  of  the  income  of  the  country  beyond 
the  expenditure  of  not  less  than  5,000,000/.  ; 
and  that,  with  a  view  to  the  attainment  of  this 
important  object,  it  is  expedient  now  to  increase 
the  income  of  the  country  by  the  imposition  of 
taxes  to  the  amount  of  3,000,000/.  per  annum.” 
It  W’as  not,'  however,  till  ten  years  later  that  the 
sinking  fund  was  actually  put  an  end  to  by  the 
10  Geo.  I'Y.  c.  27,  which  enacted  that  the  sum 
applicable  in  future  to  the  reduction  of  the  na¬ 
tional  debt  should  be  the  surplus,  if  any,  of  the 
total  revenue  beyond  the  total  expenditure  of 
the  kingdom,  and  that  all  stock  and  annuities  for 

•  An  Inquiry  conpeniing  Uu*  IUsl*  and  Pro'iress,  the  Redemption 
and  Present  State,  and  the  Managem»'nt  of  tl.e  National  Debt  of  Gr**at 
llritaiu  and  Ireland;  by  Uobett  Hamilton,  LL.!).,  F.K  S.K.,  I*ri-- 
fessor  of  Mathematics  in  the  Mari'Chal  College  and  University  of 
Aberdeen.  3rd  edition,  8vo.  Edinburgh,  1818.  p.  45. 

V  Id.  p.  195. 
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years  standing  in  the  names  of  the  commissioners 
for  the  reduction  of  the  national  debt  on  the  5th 
of  July,  1829,  should  be  cancelled,  and  the  divi¬ 
dends  cease  to  be  issued  out  of  the  Consolidated 
Fund.* 

W  e  will  now  enumerate  in  their  order  the  entire 
succession  of  the  vast  financial  operations  by  which 
the  amount  of  the  national  debt  was  augmented  in 
the  course  of  the  wars  arising  out  of  the  French 
Revolution. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  first  war  with 
France  in  1793  the  unredeemed  funded  debt 
amounted  to  227,989,148/.,  imposing  an  annual 
burthen  upon  the  country,  for  interest,  terminable 
annuities,  and  management  (besides  the  charge  of 
maintaining  the  sinking  fund)  of  8,934,571/.  In 
1793  there  was  raised  by  loan  the  sum  of 
4,500,000/.,  creating  a  new  debt,  or  capital,  as  it 
is  termed,  of  6,250,000/.,  and  an  additional  annual 
charge  for  interest  and  management  of  190,312/. 
In  1794  the  sum  raised  by  loan  was  11,000,000/. ; 
the  new  capital  created  13,750,000/;  the  addi¬ 
tional  annual  charge  509,687/.  The  same  year 
navy  and  victualling  bills  were  funded  to  the  amount 
of  1,907,451/.  creating  a  stock  of  1,926,526/.,  and 
a  further  annual  charge  of  97,193/.  In  1795  two 
loans  were  raised ;  the  first,  of  18,000,000/.,  cre¬ 
ating  a  capital  of  24,000,000/.,  with  an  annual 
charge  of  877,262/.;  the  second  also  of  18,000,000/., 
creating  a  capital  of  26,095,800/,  with  an  annual 
charge  of  853,775/.  A  loan  of  4,600,000/.  was 
also  raised  on  the  guarantee  of  the  British  govern¬ 
ment  for  the  Emperor  of  Germany,  creating  a 
capital  of  3,833,333/.,  and  an  annual  charge  of 
349,3 1  21.  And  the  same  year  navy  and  victualling 
bills  were  funded  to  the  amount  of  1,490,647/., 
creating  stock  to  the  amount  of  1,609,898/.,  with  an 
annual  charge  of  81,219/.  In  1796  two  loans 
were  again  raised  ;  the  first,  of  7,500,000/.,  creating 
a  stock  of  10,793,825/.,  with  an  annual  charge  of 
349,486/. ;  the  second,  called  the  Loyalty  Loan, 
of  18,000,000/.,  creating  a  capital  of  20,124,843/,, 
with  an  annual  charge  of  1,015,299/.  And  the 
same  year  navy  and  victualling  bills  w'^ere  funded 
to  the  amount  of  4,226,727/.,  creating  stock  to  the 
amount  of  4,414,074/.,  with  an  annual  charge  of 
222,689/. ;  and  subsequently  navy  and  exchequer 
bills  were  also  funded  to  the  amount  of  13,029,399/., 
creating  stock  to  the  amount  of  21,612,826/.,  with 
an  annual  charge  of  712,911/.  In  1797  the  sum 
raised  by  loan  was  14,500,000/.,  and  the  new  stock 
thereby  created  28,275,000/.,  with  an  additional 
annual  charge  of  933,963/.  And  there  was,  besides, 
another  loan  of  1,620,000/.  raised  for  the  emperor, 
creating  stock  to  the  amount  of  3,669,300/.,  with 
an  annual  charge  of  111,730/.  In  1798  there 
were  two  loans,  one  of  17,000,000/.,  creating  capi¬ 
tal  to  the  amount  of  34,000,000/.,  wdth  an  annual 
charge  of  1,077,561/. ;  the  other,  of  3,000,000/., 
creating  a  capital  of  5,624,250/.,  with  an  annual 

*  It  is  somewhat  remarkable  that  Dr.  Hamilton  just  lived  to  see 
this  public  reco^Miition  and  adoption  of  his  views:  tlie  act  for  the  aho- 
liiion  of  the  sinking  fund  was  pas.<ed  on  the  Ut  of  June,  1829,  and  he 
died  ut  a  venerable  age  on  the  Hth  of  July  ihereafler. 


charge  of  171,257/.  In  1799  a  loan  w-as  raised  of 
15,500,000/.,  creating  a  capital  of  27,125,000/., 
with  an  annual  charge  of  825,955/.  In  1800  there 
was  raised  by  loan  a  sum  of  20,500,000/.,  creating 
a  capital  of  32,185,000/.,  with  an  annual  charge  of 
980,033/.  In  1801  there  was  raised  by  loan 
28,000,000/.,  creating  a  capital  of  49,210,000/., 
wdth  an  annual  charge  of  1,498,444/.  In  1802 
there  was  raised  by  loan  25,000,000/.,  creating  a 
capital  of  32,990,625/.,  wdth  an  annual  charge  of 
951,562/. ;  and  exchequer  bills  w'ere  funded  to  the 
amount  of  8,910,450/.,  creating  stock  to  the  amount 
of  1 1,138,063/.,  with  an  annual  charge  of  436,142/. 
The  entire  amount  of  the  funded  debt  at  the  peace 
of  Amiens  in  1802,  or  rather  as  it  was  found  to  be, 
after  the  accounts  of  the  year  were  made  up,  on  the 
1st  of  February,  1803,  was  499,753,063,  bearing 
an  interest  of  18,027,104/.  (of  which  1,604,915/. 
consisted  of  annuities  for  years  or  lives)  :  and  there 
was  also  an  unfunded  debt  of  20,554,038/.,  bearing 
an  interest  of  616,621/.;  making  altogether  an 
amount  of  520,207,101/.,  with  an  annual  charge  of 
18,643,725/.,  exclusive  of  the  expense  of  manage¬ 
ment. 

In  1803,  after  the  recommencement  of  the  war,  a 
loan  was  raised  of  12,000,000/.,  creating  new  capi¬ 
tal  to  the  amount  of  19,200,000/.,  with  an  addi¬ 
tional  annual  charge  of  621,355/.  In  1804  the 
sum  of  14,500,000/.  was  raised  by  loan,  adding 
26,390,000k  to  the  capital  of  the  debt,  and 
800,673/.  to  the  annual  charge.  In  1805  two 
loans  W'ere  raised  ;  one  of  22,500,000/.,  creating  a 
capital  of  38,700,000/.,  with  an  annual  charge  of 
1,174,158/.;  the  other  (for  Ireland  only)  of 
1,500,000/.,  which  being  mostly  raised  on  long 
annuities,  added  only  350,000/.  to  the  principal  of 
the  debt,  but  93,760/.  (including  expenses  of  ma¬ 
nagement)  to  the  interest.  In  1806  the  sum  raised 
by  loan  was  20,000,000/.,  creating  a  capital  of 
.33,200,000/.,  with  an  annual  charge  of  1,007,288/. 
In  1807  two  loans  were  raised ;  one  of  14,200,000/., 
creating  a  capital  of  21,385,200/.,  with  an  annual 
charge  of  678,931/.;  the  other  (for  Ireland  only), 
of  1,500,000/,,  creating  a  capital  of  2,409,625/., 
with  an  annual  charge  of  73,108/.  In  1808  the  sum 
of  10,500,000/.  w'as  raised  by  loan,  creating  a 
capital  of  12,408,375/.,  with  an  annual  charge  of 
500,553/. ;  and  exchequer  bills  were  funded  to  the 
amount  of  4,000,000/.,  creating  a  further  capital  of 
4,239,254k,  with  an  annual  charge  of  48,041/. 
This  year  also  part  of  the  loan  of  1802,  in  confor¬ 
mity  with  the  terms  upon  which  it  was  contracted, 
came  to  bear  additional  interest  to  the  amount  of 
48,041/.  In  1809,  a  loan  was  raised  of  14,600,000/. 
(including  600,000/.  for  the  service  of  Portugal), 
creating  a  capital  of  17,520,000/.,  with  an  annual 
charge  of  684,188/.;  and  exchequer  bills  were 
funded  to  the  amount  of  7,932,100/.,  creating  an 
additional  cajntal  of  8,253,644/.,  with  an  annual 
charge  of  411,685/.  In  1810  two  loans  were 
raised;  one  of  12,000,000/.,  creating  a  capital  of 
16,845,000/.,  wdth  an  annual  charge  of  511,077/.; 
the  other  (for  Ireland)  of  1,400,000/.,  creating  a 
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capital  of  1,96.5,250/.,  with  an  animal  charge  of 
59,624/. ;  and  exchequer  bills  were  funded  to  the 
amount  of  8,31 1,000/.,  creating  stock  to  the  amount 
of  8,581,108/.,  with  an  annual  charge  of  431,972/. 
In  1811  two  loans  were  raised  ;  one  of  4,981,300/., 
creating  a  capital  of  5,166,319/.,  with  an  annual 
charge  of  259,866/. ;  the  other  of  12,000,000/., 
creating  a  capital  of  16,800,000/.,  with  an  annual 
charge  of  574,892/.;  and  exchequer  bills  were 
funded  to  the  amount  of  7,018,700/,,  creating 
stock  to  the  amount  of  7,278,392/.,  with  an  an¬ 
nual  charge  of  366,304/.  In  1812  there  was 
raised  by  loan  the  sum  of  22,500,000/.,  creating  a 
capital  of  39,600,000/.,  with  an  annual  charge  of 
1,199,997/.:  and  exchequer  bills  were  funded, 
first  to  the  amount  of  5,431,700/.,  creating  a  capi¬ 
tal  of  5,866,236/.,  with  an  annual  charge  of 
295,072/. ;  and  again  (including  a  small  loan  in 
supplement)  to  the  amount  of  6,789,625/.,  creat¬ 
ing  stock  to  the  amount  of  7,332,795/.,  with  an 
annual  charge  of  368,839/.  In  1813  a  loan  was 
raised  of  27,000,000/.,  creating  a  capital  of 
45,900,000/.,  with  an  annual  charge  of  1,506,380/.; 
and  exchequer  bills  were  twice  funded,  first  to  the 
amount  of  12,000,000/.,  creating  a  capital  of 
13,860,000/.,  with  an  annual  charge  of  697,158.k  ; 
and  again  to  the  amount  of  3,755,700/.,  creating 
stock  to  the  amount  of  5,220,423/.,  with  an  annual 
charge  of  210,383/.  For  the  service  of  1814 
two  loans  were  raised;  one  (in  November,  1813) 
of  22,000,000/.,  creating  a  capital  of  38,940,000/., 
with  an  annual  charge  of  1,179,882/.;  the  other 
of  24,000,000/.,  creating  a  capital  of  32,037,330/., 
with  an  annual  charge  of  1,114,720/. :  and  7400/. 
of  debentures,  issued  in  1813,  were  also  funded 
this  year,  creating  stock  to  the  amount  of  11,100/., 
with  an  annual  charge  of  333/.  At  the  conclusion 
of  the  war  in  1814,  or  rather  on  the  1st  of  Fe¬ 
bruary,  1815,  when  the  accounts  of  the  year  were 
made  up,  the  amount  of  the  unredeemed  funded 
debt  was  found  to  lie  674,034,548/.,  bearing  an 
annual  charge  (including  annuities  for  years  and 
lives)  of  24,639,061/.  ;  and  there  was,  besides,  an 
unfunded  debt  of  68,580,524/.,  bearing  an  interest 
of  2,017,415/. ;  making  the  entire  unredeemed  debt 
742,615,072/.,  and  the  entire,  annual  charge  (ex¬ 
clusive  of  cost  of  management)  26,647,476/. 

During  the  third  short  war  of  1815,  a  loan  was 
raised  of  36,000,000/.,  creating  a  capital  of 
66,240,000/.  with  an  annual  charge  of  2,043,072/. ; 
and  exchequer  bills  were  also  funded  in  that  year, 
first  to  the  amount  of  10,313,000/.,  creating  a 
capital 'of  12,066,210/.,  with  an  annual  charge  of 
606,930/. ;  and  again  (including  a  loan  of 
7,008,089/.,  funded  for  8,189,227/.)  to  the  amount 
of  7,822,589/.,  creating  a  capital  of  9,142,192/., 
with  an  annual  charge  of  459,851/.  On  the  1st  of 
Feliruary,  1816,  the  amount  of  the  unredeemed 
funded  debt  was  724,470,572/.,  bearing  an  in¬ 


terest  (including  annuities  for  years  or  lives)  of 
26,666,346/. ;  besides  an  unfunded  debt  of 
48,725,359/.,  bearing  an  interest  of  1,461,761/. ; 
making  the  entire  unredeemed  debt  773,195,931/., 
and  the  entire  annual  charge  (exclusive  of  cost  of 
management)  28,128,107/.* 

In  1816  the  amount  of  the  debt  was  reduced  bv 
the  sum  of  14,549,277/.  (by  part  of  the  loans  of 
the  former  year  being  applied  to  the  service  of  the 
jiresent) ;  so  that  on  the  1st  of  February,  1817, 
tile  funded  debt  was  708,599,566/.,  and  the 
unfunded  50,047,088/.,  making  a  total  of 
758,646,654/.,  with  an  annual  charge  of 
27,652,012/.  And  in  the  following  years  of  the 
period  it  w'as  further  reduced  by  the  following 
amounts  : — by  1,826,814''.  in  1817;  by  1,624,606/. 
in  1818;  bv  3,163,130/.  in  1819;  and  by 
1,918,019/.  in  1820. 

By  the  articles  of  the  union  with  Ireland  the 
then  existing  debts  of  the  two  countries  were  to 
continue  as  separate  charges  on  the  revenues  of 
each  ;  and  such  future  expenses  as  were  for  the 
sjiecial  service  of  either  country  were  to  be  charged 
on  the  revenue  of  the  same  ;  the  general  expenses 
of  the  army,  navy,  and  other  common  departments 
of  government  or  defence,  being  appointed  to  be 
charged  in  the  proportion  of  15-l7ths  to  Britain, 
and  2-17ths  to  Ireland.  Accordingly  each  coun¬ 
try  continued  to  have  its  own  exchequer  until 
nearly  the  close  of  the  present  period.  But  tins 
arrangement  w'as  put  an  end  to  in  1816  by  the 
act  56  Geo.  III.  c.  98,  by  which  the  entire  reve¬ 
nues  of  the  two  countries  were  consolidated  and 
applied  to  the  service  of  the  United  Kingdom,  and 
it  was  declared  that  from  the5th  of  January,  1817, 
the  whole  of  the  national  debts  of  both  kingdoms, 
and  the  interest  and  sinking  funds,  should  com¬ 
pose  one  consolidated  national  debt,  interest,  and 
sinking  fund.  At  this  date  the  total  of  the  Irisli 
unredeemed  funded  debt,  all  contracted  since  1773, 
and  for  the  most  part  funded  in  Britain,  and 
consequently  included  in  the  above  account,  was 
83,944,904./.,  occasioning  an  annual  charge  (in 
addition  to  the  sinking  fund)  of  4,008,701/.  ;  the 
entire  net  revenue  of  Iieland  being  only  4.561,353/. 

The  payment  ^to  the  Bank  of  England  for  the 
management  of  the  national  debt,  which  before 
1786  was  at  the  rate  of  562/.  10^.  per  million  of 
nominal  capital,  and  which  was  that  year  reduced 
to  450/.  per  million,  was  in  1808  further  reduced 
to  340/.  per  million  upon  all  of  the  debt  above 
400,000,000/.,  and  to  300/.  per  million  upon  all 
of  It  above  600,000,000/.  Tins  continued  to  be 
the  rate  till  1833,  when,  by  the  act  3  and  4  Will. 
IV.,  c.  98,  for  the  renewal  of  the  charter,  it  was 
directed  that  a  sum  of  120,000/.  should  be  deducted 
from  such  annual  allowance. 

•  Abstracted  from  Hanullou's  Inquiry,  3rd  edit.  pp.  104-128. 
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FTER  tlie  ample 
details  which  w'ere 
^iven  in  the  last 
Book  relating  to 
every  branch  of  our 
foreign  trade,*  the 
commercial  history 
of  the  present  pe¬ 
riod  may  be  much 
more  briefly  sketch¬ 
ed.  We  will  first 
present  the  general 
course  of  events,  and 
the  succession  of  the 
leading  facts,  in  the  form  of  a  chronological  review, 
beginning,  for  the  sake  of  connexion  and  complete¬ 
ness  of  statement,  with  the  first  year  of  the  century, 
although  that  year  belongs,  according  to  our  divi¬ 
sion,  to  the  preceding  period. 

A.D.  1801. — The  rise  in  the  prices  of  provisions, 
and  of  European  produce  generally,  which  had  com¬ 
menced  in  1799  with  the  unfavourable  prospects  of 
the  harvest  of  that  year,  and  had  been  continued  and 
increased  by  the  still  worse  harvest  of  1800  through¬ 
out  that  and  the  earlier  part  of  the  following  year, 
was  at  last  checked,  and  made  to  give  place  to  an 
opposite  state  of  things,  by  at  least  a  moderately 
abundant  harvest  in  1801.  The  king’s  speech  at  the 
opening  of  parliament,  in  the  end  of  October,  warmly 
expressed  the  comfort  and  gratification  the  royal 
mind  derived  from  the  relief  which  the  bounty  of 
Providence  had  in  this  way  afforded  to  the  people  ; 
and,  “  in  contemplating  the  situation  of  the  country,” 
his  majesty  added,  “  at  this  important  conjuncture, 
it  is  impossible  for  me  to  refrain  from  expressing 
the  deep  sense  I  entertain  of  the  temper  and  forti¬ 
tude  which  have  been  manifested  by  all  descriptions 
of  my  faithful  subjects,  under  the  various  and  com¬ 
plicated  difficulties  with  which  they  have  had  to 
contend.”  The  severe  pressure  ujion  subsistence 
had  driven  the  starving  population,  in  some  parts 
of  the  countiA',  into  acts  of  rioting  and  outrage  upon 
property;  but  their  excesses  were  in  no  proportion 
to  their  protracted  privations  and  sufferings.  The 
greatest  elevation  of  prices  had  been  reached  in 
Ivlarch  1801  ;  after  that  a  marked  change,  as  Mr. 
Tooke  has  observed,  began  to  take  place  “  in  the 
aspect  of  things,  both  as  to  the  influence  of  the 
seasons  and  the  state  of  politics.”  “The  winter,” 
he  goes  on  to  explain,  “  had  been  less  rigorous  than 
the  two  preceding.  The  seed-time,  both  for  wheat 
and  spring  corn,  had  been  favourable,  and  an  in- 

•  See  vol,  iii.  pp.  628-C64. 


creased  breadth  of  cultivation  was  in  progress. 
The  spring  of  1801  was  genial,  and  the  crops  were 
forward  and  promising.  The  death  of  the  Empe¬ 
ror  Paul  of  Russia,  and  the  peace  with  Denmark, 
which  follow'ed  the  battle  of  Copenhagen,  had  re¬ 
opened  the  navigation  of  the  Baltic  to  British  ship¬ 
ping,  thus  removing  the  obstruction  which  had 
been  apprehended  to  supplies  from  thence ;  and 
the  bounty,  therefore,  with  the  high  prices,  ensured 
a  large  importation  of  corn.  Under  these  improved 
prospects  of  future  supply  the  markets  gave  way 
rapidly.”*  The  importations  of  grain  in  1801 
amounted  to  1,424,766  quarters  of  wheat,  113,966 
quarters  of  barley,  and  583,043  quarters  of  oats, 
being  the  greatest  quantity  that  had  ever  been  im¬ 
ported  up  to  that  time ;  and  the  effect  was  to  reduce 
the  average  price,  between  the  30th  of  July  and  the 
end  of  the  year,  from  129s.  8d.  to  75s.  6d.  for 
wheat,  from  69s.  ^d.  to  44.y.  for  barley,  and  from 
37s.  2d.  to  23s.  4:d.  for  oats.  Finally  came  the 
peace  with  France,  the  preliminaries  of  which  were 
signed  on  the  1st  of  October ;  but  of  this  great 
change  in  the  circumstances  of  the  nation  and  of 
the  world  the  effects  on  trade  were  principally  ex- 
peiienced  in  the  next  year.  The  official  value 
of  the  imports  in  1801  is  stated  to  have  been 
31,786,262/.;  of  the  exports  35,264,650/.  f 

1802.  — This,  the  year  of  peace,  was  also  one 
of  great  commercial  activity  and  prosperity.  The 
harvest  this  year  was  again  a  fair  one,  and  the 
prices  of  corn  continued  to  decline,  till,  at  the 
close  of  the  year,  the  average  price  was  for  wheat 
57s.  Id.,  for  barley  25s.  7c/.,  for  oats  20s.  The  offi¬ 
cial  value  of  the  imjjorts  in  1802  was  29,826,210/., 
and  that  of  the  exports  38,309,980/. 

1803.  — The  immediate  renewal  of  the  war  with 
France  may  be  said  to  have  been  certain  from  the 
commencement  of  this  year.  On  the  8rh  ot  March 
a  message  from  the  king  informed  parliament  that, 
as  very  considerable  military  preparations  were 
carrying  on  in  the  ports  of  France  and  Holland, 
his  majesty  had  judged  it  expedient  to  adopt  addi¬ 
tional  measures  of  precaution  for  the  security  of  his 
dominions  ;  and  this  was  followed  by  a  declaration 
of  war  on  the  18th  of  May.  “The  first  effects 
of  hostilities,”  says  Chalmers,  “  which  were  com¬ 
menced  by  the  people  with  alacrity,  was  to  reduce 
the  value  of  the  cargoes  exported  from  41,41 1,966/., 

*  History  of  Piioes,  i.  237. 

*j-  These,  we  lind,  are  the.  figures  given  by  Mr.  Porter,  in  Ms  Pro¬ 
gress  of  the  Nati'  iR  ii.  98.  a.s  well  as  iu  the  article  ‘  Great  Britain.'  in 
the  Penny  Cyclopaedia,  xi.  417.  M'e  shall  in  like  manner  take  the 
amounts  for  future  years  from  Mr.  Porter’s  work.  Bui  for  some  re¬ 
marks  on  the  diversity  of  statements  to  be  found  as  to  this  matter  see 
antCf  >ul.  iii  p.  663. 
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in  1802,  to  31,438,495/.,  in  1803.  The  next 
effect  was  to  introduce  into  our  carrying  trade 
112,819  tons  of  foreign  shipping.  The  third  ef¬ 
fect  was  to  lessen  the  British  shipping  wliich  were 
employed  in  our  carrying  trade  1 '73,900  tons  ; 
many  of  which,  however,  may  have  been  taken 
into  the  service  of  the  public  when  they  ceased  to 
be  employed  by  private  individuals.”*  The  table 
in  Mr.  Porter’s  work  makes  the  official  value  of  the 
exports  in  1803  to  have  been  only  28,500,174/. ; 
and  that  of  the.  imports  26,622,696/.  The  tonnage 
of  ships  built  and  registered  in  the  United  King¬ 
dom,  according  to  another  of  Mr.  Porter’s  tables, 
was  122,593  tons  in  1801  ;  137,508  in  1802  ; 
135,692  in  1803  :t  the  entire  mercantile  marine 
belonging  to  the  empire  in  1803  is  stated  to  have 
measured  2,167,863  tons,  and  to  have  consisted  of 
20,893  vessels,  including  2,825  belonging  to  the 
colonies.  J  Chalmers  justly  remarks,  that  in  every 
Avar  Great  Britain  has  employed  many  foreign 
ships,  which  have  been  immediately  discharged  on 
the  return  of  peace.  It  appears  that,  whereas  in 

1801,  the  last  year  of  the  former  war,  there  were 
84.56  tons  of  foreign  shipping  employed  for  everv 
100  tons  British,  that  proportion  was  reduced  in 

1802,  the  year  of  the  peace,  to  36.02  tons,  and  in 

1803,  the  first  year  of  renewed  hostilities,  was  only 
increased  again  to  57.19.  § 

1804. — The  decline  of  the  prices  of  agricultural 
produce  continued  throughout  the  spring  of  1804, 
the  averages  in  March  of  that  year  having  been  for 
wheat  49^.  6d.,  for  barley  22.9.  9d.,  for  oats  19^.  6d. 
“  This  fall  and  low  range  of  prices,”  Mr.  Tooke 
remarks,  “  is  the  more  observable,  because  the  cost 
of  production  had  been  considerably  increased. 
The  wages  of  labour  had  risen  considerably  in 
consequence  of  a  recurrence  of  periods  of  great 
dearth  ;  and  all  the  implements  of  husbandry  had 
experienced  a  very  great  advance  in  price.  The 
rate  of  interest,  too,  was  much  higher,  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  the  absorption  by  the  government  expen¬ 
diture  of  a  large  part  of  the  savings  of  individuals. 
Moreover  some,  although  perhaps  an  inconsiderable 
proportion,  of  the  progressive  taxation  attached 
to  agricultural  production  ;  and,  while  the  cost  in 
labour,  in  capital,  and  taxation,  applicable  to  na¬ 
tive  production  was  thus  raised,  the  cost  of  a  foreign 
supply,  of  which  we  were  then  supposed  to  stand 
habitually  in  need,  was  also  raised  by  the  increased 
charges  of  freight  and  insurance  incidental  to  the 
state  of  war. ”11  From  these  considerations  it  is  in¬ 
ferred  that  the  real  fall  of  jirice  was  still  greater 
than  the  apparent  one.  A  cry  of  agricultural  dis¬ 
tress  now  arose  ;  jietitions  were  presented  to  the 
House  of  Commons,  for  additional  protection  to 
native  produce  ;  and  an  act  was  ])assed  imposing 
a  duty  upon  foreign  wheat  of  24.S.  3d.  per  quarter 
when  the  price  in  the  home  market  should  he  un¬ 
der  63.9. ;  of  2^.  Gd.  when  the  home  price  should 
be  at  or  above  that  rate  and  under  66-9. ;  and  of  6d. 
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when  it  should  he  above  669.  This  measure,  how¬ 
ever,  never  became  operative.  Meanwhile  a  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  to  which  the 
petitions  of  the  agriculturists  had  been  referred, 
had  accounted  as  follow's^  in  their  report,  for  the 
fluctuations  of  prices  during  the  bygone  twelve  or 
thirteen  years: — “The  price  of  corn  from  1791  to 
the  harvest  of  1803  has  been  very  irregular ;  but, 
upon  an  average,  increased  in  a  great  degree  by 
the  years  of  scarcity,  has  in  general  yielded  a  fair 
profit  to  the  grower.  The  casual  high  prices,  how¬ 
ever,  have  had  the  effect  of  stimulating  industry, 
and  bringing  into  cultivation  large  tracts  of  waste 
land,  which,  combined  wuth  the  tw’O  last  productive 
seasons,  and  other  causes,  have  occasioned  such  a 
depression  in  the  value  of  grain  as,  it  is  feared, 
will  greatly  tend  to  the  discouragement  of  agricul¬ 
ture,  unless  maintained  by  the  support  of  parlia¬ 
ment.”  It  appears  that  from  1795  to  1804  inclu¬ 
sive  the  number  of  inclosure  bills  passed  by  par¬ 
liament  was  782,  or  on  an  average  78  a  year;  of 
which  number  80  were  passed  in  1801,  122  in 
1802,  96  in  1803,  and  104  in  1824.  The  harvest 
of  1804,  however,  turned  out  to  be  very  deficient; 
it  was  calculated  that,  although  there  was  an  ave¬ 
rage  produce  in  Scotland,  the  deficiency  thi'oughout 
England  and  Wales  (occasioned  by  blight  and 
mildew)  was  not  less  than  from  a  fourth  to  a 
third.*  The  consequence  was,  that  by  the  end  of 
the  year  the  average  prices  rose  to  be  for  wheat 
86?.  2d.,  for  barley  43?.  10c/.,  for  oats  26?.  11c/. 
The  foreign  trade  of  the  country  had  already  be¬ 
gun  to  recover  from  the  depression  produced  by 
the  war  ;  the  official  value  of  the  imports  this  year 
being  27,819,552/.,  that  of  the  exports  32,626,050/. 

1805. — The  prospect  of  the  harvest  this  x'ear 
was  for  some  time  so  unfavourable  that  the  average 
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price  of  wheat,  after  having  somewhat  declined 
from  the  rate  of  the  preceding  December,  rose  in 
August  to  the  height  of  98?.  4c/.  The  crop  was 
well  got  in,  and  the  deficiency  proved  less  than  had 
been  apprehended,  so  that  by  the  close  of  the  year 
the  price  of  wheat  had  fiillen  to  about  78?. ;  but 
still  there  was  no  such  abundance  as  to  compensate 
for  the  failure  of  the  crops  of  1804.  Of  the  scarcity 
produced  by  that  failure  Mr.  Tooke  observes,  that 
“  it  was  calculated  to  maintain  an  elevation  of  the 
average  price  thrown  over  a  series  of  years,  and 
was  the  specific  occasion  of  renewed  demands  bv 
the  working  classes  for  advanced  wages ;  claims 
which  were  rendered  the  more  effectual  by  the 
resource  which  the  increasing  employment  in  the 
army  and  navy  held  out  to  the  workmen  who  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  numerous  strikes  of  that  time.”  And 
he  adds  that  the  harvests  of  the  following  years, 
combined  with  the  state  of  jiolitics,  were  not  of  a 
nature  to  counteract  these  effects.  Our  foreign 
trade,  as  indicated  by  the  amount  of  exports  and 
imports,  continued  at  least  to  maintain  itself  at  the 
point  to  which  it  had  risen  in  the  preceding  year ; 
the  official  value  of  imports  for  1805  is  stated  to 
have  been  28,561,270/.,  that  of  exports  31,020,06 1  /. 

*  Tooke  i.  262. 
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Of  the  latter  sum  the  British  and  Irish  produce 
and  manufactures  amounted  to  23,376,941/.;  but 
their  declared  or  real  value  was  38,077,144/.;  or, 
according  to  another  statement  also  given  by  Mr. 
Porter,  to  36,069,147/.*  The  value  of  13,625,676/. 
is  stated  to  have  been  sent  to  foreign  Europe,  that  of 
11,011,409/.  to  the  United  States  of  America, 
that  of  7,771,418/.  to  the  rest  of  America,  that  of 
2,904,584/.  to  Asia,  and  that  of  756,060/.  to  Africa. 

1806 — By  the  spring  of  this  year  the  average 
price  of  wheat  had  declined  to  745.  5c/.  But  ap¬ 
prehensions  began  again  to  be  entertained  respect¬ 
ing  the  coming  crop,  the  appearance  of  which  was 
unpromising;  and  in  March  came  the  proclamation 
of  the  Prussian  government,  under  the  dictation  of 
France,  prohibiting  the  entrance  of  British  ships 
into  any  of  its  ports  or  rivers,  which  threatened  to 
cut  off  our  supplies  of  corn  from  the  Baltic.  Under 
these  influences  the  price  of  wheat  rose  till,  in  June, 
it  had  attained  to  845.  After  the  harvest,  however, 
which  turned  out  an  average  one,  prices  somewhat 
declined.  On  the  21st  of  November  Bonaparte 
issued  from  the  newly  captured  city  of  Berlin  his 
famous  decree  declaring  the  whole  of  the  British 
Islands  in  a  state  of  blockade,  but  this  paper 
blockade  (a  contradiction  and  absurdity  in  terms), 
whatever  mischief  it  might  have  been  qualified  to 
operate  in  course  of  time,  could  have  had  no  effect 
upon  the  foreign  trade  of  this  country  in  the  pre¬ 
sent  year.  The  official  value  of  the  imports  for 
1806  is  stated  to  have  been  26,899,658/. ;  but 
this  falling  off  was  more  than  compensated  by  the 
increase  of  the  exports,  the  official  value  of  which 
rose  to  33,579,434/. ;  the  real  value  of  that  portion 
of  them  which  consisted  of  British  and  Irish  pro¬ 
duce  and  manufactures  being,  according  to  the  first 
of  the  two  accounts  to  which  we  have  already 
referred,  40,874,9837,  according  to  the  other 
38,732,730/.  To  the  United  States  there  was  this 
year  sent  of  such  goods  to  the  value  of  12,389,488/., 
to  the  rest  of  America  to  that  of  10,877,968/. ;  and 
there  was  also  a  considerable  increase  on  the 
exports  to  Africa  ;  but  those  to  the  rest  of  Europe 
are  stated  to  have  declined  to  11,363,635/.  This 
falling  off,  and  that  in  the  imports  generally,  are 
no  doubt  to  be  attributed  to  the  interruption,  since 
the  early  part  of  the  year,  of  intercourse  wuth  the 
Prussian  dominions. 

1807. — Invalid,  however,  as  the  Berlin  blockade 
was  according  to  the  recognised  law  of  nations, 
which,  to  constitute  a  good  blockade,  demands  as 
an  essential  element  the  presence  of  an  armed  force 
sufficient  to  maintain  it,  it  is  certain  that  the  attempt 
to  enforce  it  wuis  for  some  time  actually  made  by  the 
French  emperor,  and  that  in  the  first  three  or  four 
months  after  its  promulgation  many  vessels  of 
neutral  powers  w'ere  seized  for  infringing  it,  and 
brought  into  the  ports  of  France  and  condemned. 
Whether  this  course  would  have  been  long  persisted 
in,  in  the  face  of  the  opposition  which  it  might  seem 
likely  to  encounter  from  all  neutral  powers,  maybe 
a  question :  almost  the  only  neutral  power  that 
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could  have  offered  it  any  effectual  opposition  was  the 
American  republic,  and  that  free  government  had 
never  shown  much  of  a  disposition  to  resist  either 
injuries  or  insults  proceeding  from  the  despot  of 
France  and  of  the  European  continent ;  besides, 
it  was  afterwards  avowed,  and  urged  by  the  Ame¬ 
ricans  themselves  as  a  sufficient  reason  for  their 
declining  to  move  in  the  matter,  that  they  had 
obtained  an  assurance  from  Bonaparte,  though  not 
in  an  official  form,  that  the  Berlin  decree  wmuld 
not  be  put  in  force  against  their  vessels.  Upon 
this  condition,  or  understanding,  they  were  per¬ 
fectly  willing,  it  would  appear,  that  it  should  be 
applied  to  the  interruption  of  the  commerce  of  all 
other  neutrals  ;  and  doubtless  this  would  have  been 
for  them  a  sufficiently  convenient  and  profitable 
arrangement,  not  only  leaving  them  to  pursue  the 
trade  that  fairly  belonged  to  them  undisturbed,  but 
clearing  the  seas  of  all  their  rivals,  and  throwing 
into  their  hands  a  monopoly  of  the  carrying  trade 
between  Britain  and  all  the  other  countries  of 
Europe.  Possibly,  in  the  circumstances,  this  might 
have  been  a  state  of  things  not  disadvantageous  to 
England  either ;  in  the  condition  to  which  the 
W'orld  was  reduced,  with  so  many  of  the  old  chan¬ 
nels  of  our  commerce  shut  against  us.  this  outlet  for 
our  produce  and  manufactures  through  the  vessels  of 
the  United  States  ought  perhaps  to  have  satisfied  us, 
and  made  us  feel  as  grateful  to  that  power  as  the 
Americans  themselves  seemed  to  feel  to  Bonaparte 
for  the  permission,  or  half-permission,  he  had  given 
them  to  afford  us  such  an  accommodation.  The 
Whig  ministry,  however,  which  was  then  in  power, 
did  not  think  it  proper  or  becoming  to  acquiesce  in 
silence  in  the  novel  and  extraordinary  pretensions 
put  forth  by  France ;  and  on  the  7th  of  January  in 
this  year,  1807,  they  issued  an  order  in  council 
directing  the  seizure  of  all  neutral  vessels  trading 
from  one  hostile  port  in  Europe  to  another  with  pro¬ 
perty  belonging  to  an  enemy.  And,  when  this  mea¬ 
sure  was  found  to  have  little  effect,  and  to  be  exten¬ 
sively  evaded,  while  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year 
new  efforts  began  to  be  made  with  considerable  suc¬ 
cess  to  enforce  the  Berlin  decree,  Mr.  Perceval,  on 
the  1 1th  and  21st  of  November,  issued  further  orders 
in  council,  by  which  France  and  all  the  countries 
subject  to  it  were  declared  to  be  in  a  state  of  block¬ 
ade,  and  all  vessels  were  made  liable  to  seizure 
which  should  attempt  to  trade  with  those  parts  of 
the  world.  Soon  after  the  publication  of  the  Beilin 
decree  Bonaparte  by  another  decree  had  ordered, 
after  the  example  of  the  Directory  in  1796,  that  all 
neutral  vessels  should  carry  attestations,  called 
letters  or  certificates  of  origin,  from  the  French 
consuls  of  the  ports  from  w'hich  they  had  set  out, 
that  no  part  of  their  cargo  was  British,  and  should 
be  seized  if  found  without  such  protections :  the 
British  government  now  announced  that  all  vessels  of 
neutrals  should  be  seized  on  board  of  which  letters 
of  origin  were  discovered.  No  neutral  vessels,  it 
was  also  intimated,  would  be  allowed  to  trade  with 
France,  or  any  other  hostile  country,  which  had  nor 
touched  first  at  some  British  port,  and,  after  pay- 
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ing  custom-dues  there,  been  permitted,  according 
to  certain  regulations  which  w'ere  set  down,  to 
])ursue  their  voyage.  These  orders,  therefore,  were 
an  adoption,  on  the  principle  of  retaliation,  of  all 
the  principles  of  the  Berlin  decree,  and  even  an 
extension  of  some  of  the  boldest  innovations  in  that 
attack  upon  the  rights  of  neutrals.  But  the  object 
obviously  was  to  force  the  neutral  powers  to  resist  tlie 
hitherto  unheard  of,  or  at  least  entirely  unadmitted, 
pretensions  which  had  thus  been  put  forth  by  France, 
hleanwhile,  between  the  French  and  the  English 
decrees,  in  so  far  as  they  were  enforced,  the  neutral 
trade  was  brought  to  a  stand-still,  or  was  anni¬ 
hilated  :  neutral  vessels  could  not  comply  witli 
either  decree  without  rendering  themselves  subject 
to  capture  or  confiscation  under  the  other.  In 
these  circumstances  Bonaparte,  on  the  17th  of 
December,  issued  another  decree  from  Milan,  ex¬ 
tending  his  so-called  blockade  to  the  British  domi¬ 
nions  m  all  quarters  of  the  world.  And  on  the  22nd 
of  the  same  month  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  which  had  been  aware  for  some  weeks  of 
the  British  orders  in  council  promulgated  here  in 
November,  laid  an  embargo  upon  all  American 
vessels  in  their  ports,  thus  preventing  for  the  pre¬ 
sent  any  resort  by  its  subjects  for  trade  to  the 
dominions  of  either  of  the  two  belligerent  powers. 
But  these  measures  could  not,  of  course,  have  any 
effect  upon  the  commerce  of  the  present  year. 
The  official  value  of  the  imports  in  1807  is 
stated  to  have  been  26,734,425/.,  or  nearly  the 
same  as  in  the  preceding  year;  that  of  the  exports, 
however,  had  declined  to  31,015,526/.,  and  that  of 
the  British  and  Irish  produce  and  manufactures 
to  23,391,214/.  The  declared  value  of  the  British 
and  Irish  manufactures  exported  was,  according  to 
one  of  the  two  accounts,  37,245,877/.,  according  to 
the  other  35,412,867/.  The  value  of  those  sent 
to  the  United  States  was  very  little  less  than  in  the 
preceding  year ;  but  that  of  those  sent  to  the  rest 
of  Europe  was  now  only  9,002,237/.  This  falling 
off  was,  probably,  in  great  part  occasioned  by  the 
closing  of  the  passage  of  the  Sound  by  Denmark 
after  our  bombardment  of  Cojienhagen  in  the  au¬ 
tumn,  an  act  which  was  also  followed  on  the  part 
of  Russia  by  an  embargo  on  British  shipping. 
The  harvest  in  England,  though  scarcely  an  average 
one,  was  well  got  in,  and  by  November  the  price 
of  wheat  had  declined  to  66«. 

1808. — From  the  very  commencement  of  this 
year  the  price  of  grain  began  to  recover.  “  The 
scantiness  of  the  preceding  crop,”  says  Mr.  Tooke, 
“  w'as  beginning  to  be  felt,  and,  at  the  same  time, 
the  apprehensions  wdiich  had  been  entertained  of 
the  exclusion  of  the  British  flag  from  trade  in  the 
Baltic  were  realised.  Thus  we  were  threatened 
with  an  almost  total  cutting  off  of  a  foreign  supply, 
if  we  should  have  occasion  for  it,  as  it  was  thought 
inevitable  that  w'e  should;  it  being  considered  as 
a  settled  point  that  this  country  did  not  produce 
corn  enough  for  its  own  consumption.”*  In 
these  circumstances,  after  a  cold  spring  and  a  rainy 
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and  stormy  summer,  came  a  harvest  which  proved 
to  be  still  more  deficient  than  that  of  the  preceding 
year.  Accordingly,  prices  continued  to  rise  after 
the  new  crop  was  got  in  ;  the  average  price  of 
wheat,  w'hich  by  the  month  of  July  had  reached 
8U.  4r/.,  attained  to  the  height  of  92.y.  in  No\ em¬ 
ber,  and  vibrated  about  that  point  for  the  rest  of 
the  year.  The  prices  also  of  nearly  all  other  articles 
which  we  were  accustomed  to  receive  either  wholly 
or  in  part  from  foreign  countries  underwent  a 
great  advance.  “The  close  of  the  year  1807,” 
Mr.  Tooke  observes,  “  found  us,  by  the  events  of 
the  war,  excluded  from  direct  commercial  inter¬ 
course  with  every  country  in  Europe,  Sweden 
excepted ;  and  there  was  consequently,  besides  in 
many  instances  a  short  actual  supply,  a  prospect 
of  scarcity  of  every  article  of  European  produce 
required  as  raw  materials  for  our  manufactures  or 

as  naval  stores .  The  prospect  of  scarcity 

thus  held  out  naturally  excited  a  spirit  of  specula¬ 
tion  ;  and  in  proportion  as  that  prospect  became 
realised  was  the  speculative  demand  extended.”* 
Thus  hemp  rose  from  58/.  per  ton,  which  was  its 
price  in  the  summer  of  1807,  to  118/.  in  the  course 
of  1808.  Flax  rose  from  68/.  to  142/.  per  ton. 
Alemel  timber,  which  during  1806  and  1807  had 
varied  from  73x.  to  170^.  per  load,  now  reached 
340j. ;  and  deals  and  other  descriptions  of  wood 
rose  in  proportion.  Baltic  linseed  rose  from  43x. 
to  1505.  per  quarter ;  Russia  tallow  from  53.?.  to 

112.5.  per  cwt.f  In  consequence  of  the  occupa¬ 
tion  of  Spain  by  the  French,  great  speculations 
were  entered  into  in  the  wool  of  that  country  ;  and 
the  price  rose  from  65.  7c/.  and  65.  9d.  to  225.  and 

26.5.  per  lb.  for  the  Leonessa,  and  from  25.  6d.  and 
55.  to  135.  and  185.  for  Seville  wools.  Silks,  in 
like  manner,  for  a  supply  of  which  article  our  prin¬ 
cipal  dependence  was  then  on  Italy,  advanced  con¬ 
siderably  : — Piedmont  thrown  silk  from  30s.  and 
475.  to  96s.  and  1125.;  and,  under  the  greater 
demand  fur  other  sorts  thus  created,  China  raw 
silk  from  195.  and  225.  to  33.?.  and  4,55.,  and 
Bengal  from  25s,  and  33s.  to  52s.  and  855.  A 
similar  increase  took  place  in  the  pirices  of  the  pro¬ 
duce  of  the  territory  of  the  United  States,  in  the 
embarrassed  and  threatening  state  of  our  relations 
with  that  government :  the  cotton  of  Georgia  rose 
from  9d.  and  Is.  to  25.  and  25.  6c/.  per  lb., 
and  the  tobacco  of  Virginia  from  4c/.  and  8d.  to 
Is.  4c/.  and  25. |  The  only  article  which  appears 
to  have  become  cheaper  was  butchers’  meat,  the 
decline  in  which  was  probably  connected  with  the 
prices  of  grain  and  other  agricultural  produce, 
which  made  feeding  unjirofitable.  Even  sugar, 
cofl'ee,  and  other  articles  of  colonial  produce,  which 
had  fallen  in  price  during  the  enhaiicenient  of 
articles  of  more  immediate  necessity,  on  the  prin¬ 
ciple  explained  in  our  last  Book, §  and  had  reached 
an  extreme  point  of  depression  in  1801,  had  ad¬ 
vanced  from  that  date  till  1805,  and,  although  they 
had  been  again  depressed  during  1806  and  1807, 
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had  experienced  a  speculative  improvement  in  price 
in  this  year,  1808,  which  they  maintained  for  some 
time.*  Then,  coincidently  with  the  advance  in  the 
prices  of  imported  commodities,  there  was  a  new 
field  of  great  extent  opened  for  our  exports.  “  The 
transfer,”  says  Mr.  Tooke,  “  of  the  seat  of  govern¬ 
ment  from  Portugal  to  the  Brazils,  and  the  virtual 
emancipation  of  the  colonies  of  Spain  from  the  con¬ 
trol  of  the  mother  country,  opened  the  trade  of  a 
great  part  of  South  America  in  1808  ;  and,  as  by  the 
course  of  the  war  we  possessed  the  entire  dominion 
of  the  seas,  it  was,  in  fact,  to  this  country,  exclu¬ 
sively  of  the  rest  of  Eufope,  that  this  opening  w'as 
presented. ”t  And  then  he  quotes  the  followdng 
graphic  description  by  Mr.  MacCulloch  of  the 
shipments  to  South  America  by  our  merchants 
and  manufacturers  in  the  first  fervour  of  the  ex¬ 
citement  and  spirit  of  speculation  thus  called  up  : 
“  The  exportations  consequent  on  the  first  opening 
of  the  trade  to  Buenos  Ayres,  Brazil,  and  the 
Caraccas  were  most  extraordinary.  Speculation 
was  then  carried  beyond  the  boundaries  within 
which  even  gambling  is  usually  confined,  and  was 
pushed  to  an  extent  and  into  channels  that  could 
iiardly  have  been  deemed  practicable.  We  are 
informed  by  Mr.  Mawe,  an  intelligent  traveller 
resident  at  Rio  Janeiro  at  the  period  in  question, 
that  more  Manchester  goods  were  sent  out  in  the 
course  of  a  few  weeks  than  had  been  consumed  in 
the  twenty  years  preceding ;  that  the  quantity  of 
English  goods  of  all  sorts  poured  into  the  city  was 
so  very  great,  that  warehouses  could  not  be  pro¬ 
vided  sufficient  to  contain  them ;  and  that  the 
most  valuable  merchandise  was  actually  exposed 
for  weeks  on  the  beach  to  the  weather  and  to  every 
sort  of  depredation.  Elegant  services  of  cut  glass 
and  china  w'ere  offered  to  persons  wdiose  most 
splendid  drinking-vessels  consisted  of  a  horn  or  the 
shell  of  a  cocoa-nut ;  tools  were  sent  out  having  a 
hammer  on  the  one  side  and  a  hatchet  on  the  other, 
as  if  the  inhabitants  had  had  nothing  more  to  do 
than  to  break  the  first  stone  that  they  met  with 
and  then  cut  the  gold  and  diamonds  from  it ;  and 
some  speculators  actually  went  so  far  as  to  send 
out  skates  to  Rio  Janeiro.’’^  At  home,  also, 
throughout  1807  and  1808,  speculation  extended 
to  many  articles  of  general  consumption,  and 
numerous  joint-stock  companies  were  formed  for 
the  construction  of  canals  and  bridges  (Waterloo- 
bridge  and  Vauxhall-bridge  were  projected  and 
the  subscriptions  for  them  raised  in  1808),  and  the 
establishment  of  fire  and  life  insurance-offices, 
breweries,  distilleries,  wine  and  foreign  spirit 
marts,  vinegar-manufactories,  &c.  The  entire 
official  value  of  the  imports  and  exports  in  1808 
was  nearly  the  same  as  in  the  preceding  year ;  that 
of  the  imports  being  26,795,540/.,  that  of  the  ex¬ 
ports  30,387,990/.  The  real  or  declared  value  of 
the  British  and  Irish  produce  and  manufactures 
exported  w’as  also  much  the  same  as  in  1807  ; 
being  37,275,102/.  according  to  one  account, 

•  Tooke.  i.  27.'!.  t  !''•  P-  STI. 

t  I’liuciines  of  I’olilicul  Kconomy,  2ii(l  eil.  ji.  329. 


35,007,591/.  according  to  another.  The  value, 
however,  exported  to  the  United  States  w'as  now 
only  5,241,739/.,  while  that  exported  to  the  rest  of 
America  had  risen  to  16,591,871/.  Of  the  latter 
amount,  no  doubt,  much  found  its  way  to  the  States. 

1809. — The  revolution  which  took  place  at 
Stockholm  in  March  this  year,  involving  the  depo¬ 
sition  of  Gustavus  IV.,  the  establishment  of  a  new 
constitution,  and  the  arrangement  of  a  peace  with 
Russia  by  the  cession  of  Finland,  brought  with  it 
our  immediate  exclusion  from  the  ports  of  Sweden, 
the  only  country  in  Europe  that  had  remained  open 
to  our  commerce,  with  the  exception  of  Spain  and 
Portugal,  which  were  also  both  overrun  and  claimed 
as  conquests  by  France.  On  the  4th  of  March 
also  the  American  government  followed  up  its 
embargo  by  an  act  of  congress  prohibiting  all  com¬ 
mercial  intercourse  on  the  part  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States  with  either  France  or  England.  In 
April,  in  consequence  of  an  arrangement  entered 
into  by  our  minister  at  Washington,  Mr.  Erskine, 
the  act  was  suspended  in  regard  to  this  country  by 
the  authority  of  the  president ;  but  on  the  1 0th  of 
August  the  prohibition  was  renewed,  on  the  dis¬ 
avowal  of  Mr.  Erskine’s  negotiation  by  the  British 
government;  and  the  non-intercourse  continued 
throughout  the  remainder  of  the  year.  Meanwhile 
at  home,  under  the  apprehension  that  the  last  crop 
might  prove  insufficient  to  meet  the  consumption, 
while  there  was  apparently  no  possibility  of  obtain¬ 
ing  supplies  from  abroad,  the  prices  of  agricultural 
produce  continued  to  rise,  till  in  March  the  average 
price  of  wheat  reached  95^.  As  the  harvest 
approached,  a  decline  began  to  take  place,  and  by 
July  the  averages  had  got  down  to  86^.  Gd. ;  but 
heavy  rains  now  set  in  and  continued  till  the  middle 
of  October,  in  consequence  of  which  the  crops 
suffered  greatly ;  so  that  prices  began  to  rise 
again,  till  in  December  the  average  for  wheat 
had  reached  1025.  6d.  Yet  about  400,000  quar¬ 
ters  of  wheat  were  obtained  from  abroad  in  the 
latter  part  of  the  year.  The  entire  value  of  the 
grain  imported  in  this  year  exceeded  2,700,000/. 
At  the  same  time  most  other  commodities,  whether 
raw  materials  or  manufactured  articles,  expe¬ 
rienced  a  great  fall  of  price.  “  The  great  ad¬ 
vance,”  says  Mr.  Tooke,  “  and  the  enormously 
high  range,' of  prices  in  this  country  in  1808,  wliile 
on  the  Continent  they  were  low  (by  the  operation 
of  the  same  causes  as  made  them  high  here), 
induced  the  merchants  on  both  sides  to  make  great 
efforts  to  overcome  or  elude  the  obstacles  to  importa¬ 
tion,  opposed  by  our  own  orders  in  council,  as  well 
as  by  the  continental  system.  Accordingly,  mea¬ 
sures  were  taken,  bv  means  of  licences  from  the 
government  of  this  country,  and  of  simulated  papers, 
which  were  calculated  to  lull  the  vigilance  or  satisfy 
the  scruples  of  those  foreign  governments  which 
were  the  unwilling  tools  of  the  overbearing  power 
of  France  at  that  period,  for  the  purpose  of  import¬ 
ing,  on  a  large  scale,  the  commodities  which  had 
experienced  so  great  a  rise.”*  It  appears  that 
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under  these  circumstances  the  imports  into  this 
country  of  cotton  rose  from  2,353,725  lbs.  in  1808 
to  6,845,933  in  1809  ^  of  raw  silk,  from  637,102 
lbs.  in  1808  to  698,189  lbs.  in  1809;  of  thrown 
silk,  from  139,312  lbs.  in  1808  to  501,746  lbs.  in 
1809;  of  tallow,  from  148,282  cwts.  in  1808  to 
353,177  cwts.  in  1809;  of  hemp,  from  259,687 
cwts.  in  1808  to  858,875  cwts.  in  1809 ;  of  flax, 
from  257,722  cwts.  in  1808  to  533,367  cwts.  in 
1809;  of  linseed,  from  506,332  bushels  in  1808 
to  1,119,763  bushels  in  1809;  of  cotton,  from 
43,605,982  lbs.  in  1808  to  92,812,282  lbs.  in 
1809;  of  sugar,  from  3,753,485  cwts.  in  1808  to 
4,001,198  cwts.  in  1809;  of  coffee,  from  417,642 
cwts.  in  1808  to  828,683  cwts.  in  1810.*  The 
fall  of  prices  thus  produced  was,  in  many  instances, 
such,  Mr.  Tooke  states,  as  “left  to  the  importer, 
after  paying  for  the  enormous  charges  of  importa¬ 
tion,  nothing  whatever  for  the  prime  cost.”t  The 
total  official  value  of  the  imports  in  this  year  is 
stated  to  have  risen  to  31,750,557^-,  and  that  of 
the  exports  to  46,292,632/.  The  real  value  of 
British  and  Irish  produce  and  manufactures  ex¬ 
ported  was,  according  to  one  account,  47,371,393/., 
according  to  another  44,794,452/.;  of  which  there 
was  sent  to  the  United  States  to  the  amount  of 
7,258,500/.,  to  the  rest  of  America  to  that  of 
18,014,219/.,  and  to  other  European  countries  to 
that  of  15,849,449/.,  instead  of  9,016,033/.,  which 
was  the  amount  in  1808. 

1810. — The  damaged  and  deficient  crop  of  the 
preceding  year  was  follow'ed,  in  1810,  by  a  cold 
and  ungenial  spring,  and  all  the  appearances  of 
another  unfavourable  harvest,  which  continued  up 
to  the  middle  of  August,  and,  notwithstanding 
large  importations  (to  the  extent  of  1,500,000 
quarters  of  wheat  and  600,000  quarters  of  other 
grain  and  flour,  the  cost  of  which  exceeded 
7,000,000/.),  raised  the  average  price  of  wheat 
by  that  time  to  116-?.  A  great  change,  however, 
now  took  place  in  the  weather,  and  the  crops  were 
secured  in  so  good  condition,  and  turned  out  so 
much  better  than  had  been  expected,  that  by  the 
end  of  the  year  the  average  price  of  wheat  had  de¬ 
clined  to  Od.s.  7c/.  One  consequence  was,  that 
many  of  the  corndealers,  who  had  speculated  on 
the  continuance  of  the  bad  weather,  were  ruined. 
While  most  imported  commodities,  too,  were  con¬ 
tinuing  to  fall  in  price,  “  a  total  stop,”  says  Mr. 
Tooke,  “  was  put  to  our  exports  to  the  Baltic  by 
the  extensive  confiscations  which  had  occurred,  in 
the  summer  of  1810,  in  the  ports  of  Germany  and 
Prussia.  The  returns,  too,  from  South  America 
were  now  coming  round ;  and  these  left  a  ruinous 
loss  to  the  exporters,  many  of  whom  had  bought 
the  goods  on  credits  maintained  by  the  circulation 
of  accommodation  paper.  From  the  close,  there¬ 
fore,  of  1809,  through  1810,  there  was  a  complete 
exemplification  of  the  circumstances  which  are 
conducive  to  a  reduction  of  private  paper,  and  to 
a  diminution  of  transactions  on  credit,  viz.  stag¬ 
nation  and  despondency,  as  succeeding  to  a  state 
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of  speculation  and  overtrading.  And,  so  many 
circumstances,  on  so  large  a  scale,  combining  in 
the  same  direction,  the  fall  of  prices,  the  reduction 
of  private  paper,  and  the  destruction  of  credit  w-ere 
greater  and  more  rapid  than  were  ever  before,  or 
have  since  been,  known  to  have  occurred  within 
so  short  a  space  of  time.  A  general  dismay  pre¬ 
vailed  throughout  nearly  all  branches  of  trade 
during  the  last  six  months  of  1810,  and  the  first 
few  months  of  the  following  year,  when  the 
depressing  causes  had  produced  their  greatest 
effect.”  *  The  operation  of  these  causes  was  not 
materially  counteracted  by  the  re-opening  of  the 
trade  with  the  United  States,  in  consequence  of 
an  act  passed  by  congress  on  the  1st  of  May  in 
this  year  repealing  the  non-intercourse  law  for  the 
present  with  regard  both  to  this  country  and 
France.  The  first  English  failures  that  excited 
alarm  appear  to  have  occurred  in  July.  The 
commercial  report  in  the  ‘  Monthly  Magazine  ’ 
for  August,  as  quoted  by  Mr.  Tooke,  states  tliat 
the  failures  of  houses  of  the  first  respectability, 
both  in  London  and  the  provinces,  during  the 
preceding  month,  had  been  of  unexampled  number 
and  importance;  a  West  India  broker,  who  had 
long  been  considered  the  first  in  his  line,  had,  by 
speculations  in  Spanish  wool,  an  article  whicli  had 
fallen  fifty  per  cent.,  occasioned  the  stoppage  of  a 
London  banking-house,  which  brought  down  the 
several  country  banks  connected  with  it,  and  from 
them  the  ruin  spread  to  merchants,  manufacturers, 
and  their  dependents :  about  the  same  time  five 
Manchester  houses  in  the  city  stopped  payment, 
with  liabilities  to  the  amount  of  2,000,000/.,  under 
the  pressure  of  the  difficulties  they  had  brought 
upon  themselves  by  speculative  exports  to  South 
America.  “  In  consequence  of  these  unexpected 
events,”  says  the  report,  “  public  credit  is  at  the 
present  moment  as  lorv  as  ever  it  has  been  in  the 
memory  of  man;  the  fluctuation  of  prices  in  the 
money  market  is  unprecedented,  and  the  depression 
so  considerable,  that  omnium  is  fallen  to  two  and 
a  half  per  cent,  discount..  .  .The  renewal  of  our 
intercourse  wdth  the  United  States  of  America  has, 
in  some  sort,  benefited  the  manufacturing  interest , 
but  this  felicitous  effect  is  almost  swallowed  up  in 
the  vortex  of  those  calamities  which  it  has  been 
our  painful  duty  to  record.”  All  trade  between 
Great  Britain  and  Holland,  it  is  afterwards  men¬ 
tioned,  was  at  this  time  completely  put  a  stop  to 
by  the  rigorous  execution  of  the  French  emperor’s 
anti-commercial  decrees.  In  November  the  num¬ 
ber  of  bankruptcies  in  England,  which  in  the  same 
month  from  1804  to  1808  had  ranged  from  60  to 
100,  and  in  1809  had  been  only  130,  rose  to  273, 
“  besides  stoppages  and  compositions,”  says  the 
‘  Commercial  Report’  for  Uecernber,  “  equal  in 
number  to  half  the  traders  in  the  kingdom.”.  . .  . 
“  These  failures  throughout  the  kingdom,”  the 
report  goes  on,  “  have  wonderfully  affected  the 
manufacture  of  every  description  of  goods,  and  a 
general  want  of  confidence  exists  between  the 
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manufacturer  and  the  export  merchant.  The 
speculators  at  Liverpool  have  completely  over¬ 
stocked  the  different  markets  of  South  America, 
where  at  present  English  manufactured  articles 
can  be  purchased  at  a  loss  of  twenty  per  cent,  to 
the  exporter,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  articles 
on  which  little  or  no  credit  could  be  obtained 
here.”  Throughout  the  following  month  of  De¬ 
cember  the  ruin  continued  to  spread,  and  the  de¬ 
struction  of  credit  became  still  more  complete. 
“  Confidence  in  the  commercial  world,”  says  the 
next  report,  “  seems  nearly  at  an  end.  Discount, 
unless  bills,  &c.  of  a  few  of  the  first  houses  in 
the  city,  can  only  be  done  through  the  medium  of 
bill-brokers,  at  an  extra  commission,  exclusive  of 
the  regular  interest.  In  Lancashire  the  cotton 
manufacturers  appear,  by  the  late  gazettes,  as  well 
as  by  private  information,  to  be  greatly  distressed, 
and  business  quite  at  a  stand.  In  Manchester  and 
other  places  houses  stop  not  only  every  day,  but 
every  hour.  Cotton  wool  is  in  no  demand  at  any 
price,  and  no  export  of  the  manufactured  goods, 
except  a  few  sorts  to  Rio,  &c.  The  trade  of  Bir¬ 
mingham,  Sheffield,  &c.  quite  at  a  stand,  and  no 
orders  for  execution  there,  except  a  few  for  our 
home  consumption.  At  London,  Liverpool,  and 
Bristol  the  king’s  stores  are  full  of  all  kinds  of 
colonial  produce,  as  coffee,  sugar,  rum,  &c.  for 
security  of  their  duties,  and  the  proprietors  in  the 
greatest  possible  distress,  not  being  able  to  force 
sales  of  these  articles.”  The  entire  number  of 
commissions  of  bankruptcy  taken  out  this  year 
amounted  to  2314,  of  which  26  were  against 
bankers.  It  appears,  too,  that  the  commercial 
embarrassment  and  distress  of  this  period  w^ere 
felt  in  nearly  as  great  severity  as  in  England, 
not  only  throughout  the  continent  of  Europe,  but 
even  in  the  United  States  of  America.  In  how 
far  the  state  of  trade  in  these  several  parts  of 
the  world  indicated  only  the  same  generally 
disordered  system,  or  had  been  affected  by  the 
same  causes,  and  what  those  causes  in  their  whole 
extent  really  were,  are  questions  as  to  which  much 
difference  of  opinion  was  entertained  at  the  time, 
nor  has  all  the  investigation  the  subject  has  since 
undergone  made  it  perfectly  clear.  The  pressure 
on  the  Continent  and  in  America  seems  to  have 
followed  that  felt  in  this  country  ;  and,  looking  to 
that  fact,  and  to  the  position  of  England  as  the 
centre  and  heart  of  the  commercial  system  of  the 
world,  we.  seem  to  be  warranted  in  concluding  that 
the  mischief  began  here,  and  was  hence  propagated 
to  other  countries.  The  war,  the  French  decrees 
and  the  British  orders  in  council,  the  American 
embargo  and  Non-Intercourse  Act,  the  deficient 
harvest  of  1809,  the  over  exportations  to  South 
America,  and  the  over  inn)ortations  from  the  West 
Indies,  may  be  safely  held  to  have  all  had  a  share 
in  ])roduciug  the  result,  to  whatever  extent  these 
various  co-operating  causes  are  to  be  considered  as 
connected  among  themselves,  or  as  separate  and  in¬ 
dependent  in  their  origin.  And  there  is  also 
another  cause  which  has  been  assigned  as  having 


had  a  good  deal  to  do  in  the  immediate  production 
of  the  commercial  panic  which  suddenly  broke  out 
in  England  in  the  summer  of  this  year,  or  at  least 
in  aggravating  and  spreading  it  after  it  had  com¬ 
menced — we  mean,  the  appointment  and  subse¬ 
quent  proceedings  of  the  famous  Bullion  Com¬ 
mittee.  This  select  committee  was  appointed  by 
the  House  of  Commons  on  the  1st  of  February,  on 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Horner,  who  became  its  chair¬ 
man,  “  to  inquire  into  the  cause  of  the  high  price 
of  gold  bullion,  and  to  take  into  consideration  the 
state  of  the  circulating  medium,  and  of  the  ex¬ 
change  between  Great  Britain  and  foreign  parts 
it  commenced  the  hearing  of  evidence  on  the  22nd 
of  that  month,  and  continued  to  examine  witnesses 
till  the  25th  of  May  ;  the  report,  the  work  of  the 
chairman,  was  ordered  by  the  House  to  be  printed 
on  the  8th  of  June;  and,  although  copies  were  not 
in  the  hands  of  members  till  about  the  middle  of 
August  (the  number  of  tables  in  the  appendix  hav¬ 
ing  delayed  the  printing),  the  substance  of  its 
reasoning  and  recommendations  w'as  circulated  by 
the  newspapers  immediately  after  it  was  laid  on  the 
table  of  the  House.  Its  main  conclusions  were  ; — 
that  the  circulating  medium  ought  to  be  brought 
back,  with  as  much  speed  as  was  compatible  with  a 
wise  and  necessary  caution,  to  the  original  principle 
of  cash  payments  at  the  option  of  the  holder  of 
bank  paper ;  that  no  sufficient  remedy  for  the  pre¬ 
sent,  or  security  for  the  future,  could  be  pointed 
out  except  the  repeal  of  the  law  which  suspended 
the  cash  payments  of  the  Bank  of  England  ;  that 
the  restriction  on  cash  payments  could  not  safely 
be  removed  at  an  earlier  period  than  two  years 
from  the  present  time,  but  that  early  provision 
ought  to  be  made  by  parliament  for  terminating 
by  the  end  of  that  period  the  operation  of  the 
several  statutes  w'hich  had  imposed  and  continued 
that  restriction.  The  alarm  which  the  publication 
of  these  propositions  occasioned  among  the  bankers, 
and  the  merchants  who  had  been  accustomed  to 
look  to  the  Bank  for  discounting  their  bills,  is  said 
in  some  of  the  accounts  to  have  first  produced  the 
contraction  of  credit,  under  the  pressure  of  which 
so  many  houses  came  down.  And  the  Bullion 
Report  may,  m  point  of  fact,  have  given  the  last 
shock,  or  touch,  which  brought  about  the  cata¬ 
strophe  ;  but  the  causes  undoubtedly  were  far 
more  powerful,  and  more  deeply  seated,  which  had 
so  weakened  our  commercial  system  as  to  make  it 
liable  to  be  thus  overthrown  by  the  first  puff  of  air. 
The  total  official  value  of  the  imports  of  foreign 
and  colonial  merchandise  in  this  year,  1810,  rose 
to  39,301,612/. ;  that  of  the  exports  of  all  Idnds 
was  only  43,419,336/.;  but  the  real  or  declared 
value  of  British  and  Irish  produce  and  manufac¬ 
tures  exported  was  higher  than  in  the  last  year, 
having  been,  according  to  one  of  the  two  accounts, 
48,438,680/.,  according  to  the  other  45,761,121/. 
In  regard  to  the  quarters  to  which  these  goods 
were  sent,  the  only  material  difference  was,  that 
the  amount  sent  direct  to  the  United  States  was, 
this  year,  10,920,752'.,  and  that  sent  to  the  rest 
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of  America  only  15,640,166/.  This  change  was 
a  consequence  of  the  restoration  of  direct  inter¬ 
course  with  the  United  States;  but  it  did  not  im¬ 
ply  any  change  in  the  ultimate  destination  of  the 
commodities  exported,  nearly  the  same  proportion 
of  which,  doubtless,  had  found  their  way  to  the 
States,  tliough  by  a  more  circuitous  route,  during 
the  suspension  of  the  intercourse  as  now. 

1811.  —  The  prices  of  agricultural  produce, 
under  the  influence  of  the  large  importations  of 
the  preceding  year,  continued  slowly  to  decline 
throughout  the  first  seven  months  of  1811,  till,  in 
July,  the  average  price  of  wheat  had  fallen  to 
87^.  2d.  Meanwhile,  on  the  2nd  of  February,  an 
act  had  been  passed  by  the  American  Congress, 
prohibiting  all  importation  into  the  United  States 
of  goods  the  manufactures  or  produce  of  Great 
Britain  ;  this  new  prohibition  was  in  execution  of 
a  threat  held  out  in  the  late  act  renewing  the  com¬ 
mercial  intercourse  between  the  two  countries,  that, 
if  the  orders  in  council  should  not  be  revoked  by  a 
certain  day,  some  such  measure  of  retaliation 
should  be  adopted.  In  April,  parliament,  after 
the  example  of  what  had  been  done  in  1793,  inter¬ 
fered  in  aid  of  the  distressed  condition  of  the  com¬ 
mercial  and  manufacturing  interests  by  passing  an 
act  granting  a  sum,  not  to  exceed  6,000,000/.,  to 
be  advanced  by  commissioners  by  way  of  loan  to 
parties  who  should  be  able  to  give  adequate  se¬ 
curity.  Of  the  sum  thus  granted  not  more  than 
2,000,000/.  were  actually  advanced ;  but  that 
assistance  w'as  generally  supposed  to  have  contri¬ 
buted  materially  to  the  restoration  of  confidence 
and  prosperity.  “  In  that  opinion,”  says  Mr. 
Tooke,  “  I  did  not  and  do  not  participate.  If  the 
causes  of  abundance  of  commodities  at  home,  and 
our  exclusion  from  foreign  ports  had  continued, 
there  would  have  been  no  ground  for  a  rise  of 
prices ;  and,  if  prices  had  not  risen,  the  parties 
who  borrowed  the  exchequer-bills  would  have  been 
injured  instead  of  benefited  by  the  facility  of  hold¬ 
ing  their  goods  so  much  longer ;  as  they  would 
thereby  have  incurred  loss  of  interest,  warehouse- 
rent,  and  other  expenses,  and  must  at  last  have 
submitted  to  the  same  if  not  to  lower  prices  than 
they  might  originally  have  obtained.”*  This  may 
be  very  true,  and  yet  the  temporary  assistance 
offered  by  parliament  may  have  been  salvation  to 
the  parties  who  availed  themselves  of  it,  by  enabling 
them  to  wait  for  the  better  prices.  Mr.  Tooke, 
however,  further  argues  that  there  is  reason  to 
believe  that  the  measure  did  not  come  into  opera¬ 
tion  till  circumstances  had  occurred  favourable  to 
a  revival  of  the  activity  of  trade.  “Those  circum¬ 
stances,”  he  observes,  “  were  the  complete  expul¬ 
sion  of  the  French  from  Portugal,  and  the  progress 
of  the  British  army  in  Spain,  which  opened  nearly 
the  whole  Peninsula  to  a  commercial  intercourse 
with  this  country.  The  glut  of  our  exports  to 
South  America  and  the  West  Indies  had  been  car¬ 
ried  off'  by  low  prices,  and  a  Ijrisk  demand  had 
succeeded.  The  intention  of  Russia  to  resist  the 
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French  was  becoming  manifest;  and  an  antieijra- 
tion  was  confidently  entertained  of  a  relaxation  of 
the  prohibition  against  imports  into  the  Russian 
ports.”*  In  May,  this  year,  the  questions  raised  by 
the  Report  of  the  Bullion  Committee  were  brought 
before  parliament,  and  set  at  rest  for  the  present,  in 
so  far  as  that  could  be  done  by  the  pronounced 
opinion  of  the  House  of  Commons.  The  subject 
was  introduced  on  the  6th,  in  a  committee  of  the 
whole  House,  by  Mr.  Horner,  who  concluded  a 
long  speech  by  moving  a  series  of  sixteen  resolu¬ 
tions  embodying  the  principles  of  the  Report.  The 
first  nine,  however,  were  merely  historical ;  the 
10th  asserted,  in  substance,  that  the  actual  value 
of  Bank  of  England  notes  had  been  for  a  consider¬ 
able  time,  and  still  was,  considerably  less  than 
what  the  law  declared  to  be  a  legal  tender;  the 
11th,  that  the  full  which  had  thus  taken  place  in 
the  value  of  Bank  of  England  and  country-bank 
paper  had  been  occasioned  by  too  abundant  issues 
of  paper  currency,  and  that  that  excess  had  origin¬ 
ated  in  the  suspension  of  cash  payments  ;  the  1 2th, 
that  the  foreign  exchanges  had,  for  a  considerable 
time,  been  unfavourable  to  this  country  in  an  ex¬ 
traordinary  degree ;  the  13th,  that  this  had  been 
in  a  great  measure  occasioned  by  the  depreciation 
of  the  currency  of  this  country  as  compared  with 
the  money  of  foreign  countries;  the  14th,  that 
during  the  continuance  of  the  suspension  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  Bank  directors  to  advert  to  the  state  of 
the  foreign  exchanges,  as  well  as  to  the  price  of 
bullion,  in  regulating  their  issues;  the  15th,  that 
the  only  certain  and  adequate  security  against  an 
excess  of  paper  currency  was  the  legal  converti¬ 
bility,  upon  demand,  of  all  paper  curreney  into 
lawful  coin  of  the  realm;  the  16th  and  last,  that, 
in  order  gradually  to  revert  to  this  security,  it  was 
expedient  to  alter  the  time  to  which  the  suspension 
of  cash  payments  w'as  to  continue,  from  six  months 
after  the  conclusion  of  a  peace,  to  that  of  two  years 
from  the  present  time.  The  debate  upon  these 
resolutions  was  continued  by  nightly  adjournments 
till  the  9th,  and  then  the  first  upon  which  a  divi¬ 
sion  took  place  was  negatived  by  151  votes  against 
75,  and  the  16th,  the  only  other  upon  which  the 
committee  divided,  by  the  stdl  larger  majority  of 
ISO  to  45.  This  victory  gained  by  the  govern¬ 
ment  was  followed  up  on  the  13ih  by  Mr.  Van- 
sittart,  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  moving, 
also  in  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  a  series  of 
seventeen  counter-resolutions,  of  the  most  material 
of  which  the  import  was  as  follows  :  — 3.  That  the 
notes  of  the  Bank  of  England  “  have  hitherto  been, 
and  are  at  this  time,  held  to  be  equivalent  to  the 
legal  coin  of  the  realm,  in  all  pecuniary  transactions 
to  which  such  coin  is  legally  applicable.”  4.  That 
an  unfavourable  state  of  the  foreign  exchanges  had 
occurred  at  various  j)eriods  both  before  and  since 
the  suspension  of  cash  payments,  and  usually 
“  when  expensive  naval  and  military  operations 
have  been  carried  on  abroad,  and  in  times  of 
public  danger  or  alarm,  or  when  large  importations 
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of  grain  from  foreign  parts  have  taken  place.” 
6.  That,  of  the  seventy-five  years  ending  with  1195, 
there  were  thirty-four  years  and  five  months  during 
which  the  price  of  standard  gold  in  bars  had  been 
at  or  under  tbe  Mint  price,  and  thirty-nine  years 
and  seven  months  during  which  it  had  been  above 
that  price ;  thirU'-one  years  and  twm  months  during 
which  the  price  of  foreign  gold  had  been  at  or 
under  3f.  18v.  per  ounce,  and  forty-two  years  and 
ten  months  in  which  it  was  above  that  price ;  and 
three  years  and  two  months  only  in  which  the 
price  of  standard  silver  was  at  or  under  the  Mint 
price.  1.  That  the  price  of  bullion  had  frequently 
been  highest,  and  the  e-Acbanges  most  unfavourable, 
at  periods  when  the  issue  of  bank-notes  had  been 
considerably  diminished,  and  had  been  afterwards 
restored  to  their  ordinary  rates  although  those  issues 
had  been  increased.  12.  “  That,  although  from 
the  time  of  the  invasion  of  Holland  by  the  French 
in  1195  the  trade  of  Great  Britain  with  the  Con¬ 
tinent  was,  in  part,  circumscribed  and  interrupted, 
it  was  carried  on  freely  with  several  of  the  most 
considerable  ports,  and  commercial  intercourse 
was  maintained,  at  all  times  previous  to  the  sum¬ 
mer  of  1807.”  13.  That  since  November,  1806, 

and  especially  since  the  summer  of  1807,  all  trade 
and  correspondence  between  Britain  and  the  Con¬ 
tinent  of  Europe  had  (with  some  occasional  excep¬ 
tions,  chiefly  in  Sweden  and  in  certain  parts  of 
Spain  and  Portugal)  “  been  hazardous,  precarious, 
and  expensive,' btjng  loaded  wuth  excessive  freights 
to  foreign  shipping  and  other  unusual  charges 
and  that  the  trade  with  the  United  States  of 
America  had  also  been  uncertain  and  interrupted ; 
in  addition  to  wdiich  the  naval  and  military  expen¬ 
diture  of  the  United  Kingdom  in  foreign  parts  had, 
for  three  years  past,  been  very  great,  the  price  of 
grain  very  high,  and  the  imports  thereof  from 
abroad  large.*  15.  That  the  situation  of  the  king¬ 
dom,  in  respect  of  its  political  and  commercial 
relations  wuth  foreign  countries,  was  sufficient, 
without  any  change  in  the  internal  value  of  its 
currency,  to  account  for  the  unfavourable  state  of 
the  foreign  exchanges,  and  for  the  high  price  of 
bullion.  16.  “That  it  is  highly  important  that 
the  restriction  on  the  payments  in  cash  of  the  Bank 
of  England  should  be  removed  whenever  the  poli¬ 
tical  and  commercial  relations  of  the  country  shall 
render  it  compatible  with  the  public  interest.” 
And,  17.  “  That,  under  the  circumstances  affecting 
the  political  and  commercial  relations  of  this 
kingdom  with  foreign  countries,  it  would  be  highly 
inexpedient  and  dangerous  now’  to  fix  a  definite 
period  for  the  removal  of  the  restriction  of  cash 
payments  at  the  Bank  of  England  prior  to  the 
conclusion  of  a  definitive  treaty  of  peace.”  After  a 
further  debate  of  two  nights,  these  ministerial  reso¬ 
lutions  were  all  adopted  by  the  House  on  the  15th  ; 

*  III  the  debate  upon  the  Report  of  the  Bullion  Committee  it  w.is 
stated  by  Mr.  Vansittart  that,  in  the  tliree  years  from  1808  to  1810 
iuelusive,  tlie  ({overnraent  expenditure  aliroad  laid  amounted  to 
32,159,000/.,  and  the  value  of  grain  imported  to  10,119,821/.  Mr. 
George  Rose  stated  that  in  the  year  1810  alone  not  less  than  5,500,000/. 
had  been  paid  for  foreign  froight.s,  from  tlie  impracticaliility  of  em¬ 
ploying  British  shipping  in  the  trade  with  the  north  of  Europe. 
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and  thus  w’hatever  terror  and  additional  embarrass¬ 
ment  had  been  produced  in  the  commercial  world 
by  the  proposal  of  the  bullionists  to  terminate  the 
suspension  of  cash  payments  by  the  Bank  at  the  end 
of  two  years,  no  matter  what  might  then  be  the  cir¬ 
cumstances  of  the  country — a  proposal  which  ap¬ 
peared  to  imply  so  frantic  a  disregard  and  contempt 
for  everything  except  abstract  principles,  that  even 
on  the  side  of  the  House  where  it  originated  there 
were  found  only  forty- five  members  bold  enoui/h 
to  vote  for  it, — was  effectually  dissipated.  At  the 
same  time,  as  we  have  seen,  the  prospects  of  our 
foreign  trade  were  fast  brightening.  “  The  ex¬ 
pulsion  of  the.  French  out  of  Portugal,”  says  the 
commercial  report  in  the  ‘  Monthly  Magazine,’ 
under  date  of  1st  June,  “  has  once  more  opened  a 
trade  with  that  country,  and,  in  consequence  of  it, 
vast  quantities  of  goods  of  the  manufacture  of 
Great  Britain  are  now  shipping  for  Lisbon  and 
Oporto,  among  which  the  manufactures  of  Man¬ 
chester,  &c.  will  not  be  the  least  in  quantity. 
Linens,  calicoes,  and  woollen  cloths  are  in  great 
demand  in  Portugal.”  It  is  added  that  the  in¬ 
creasing  briskness  of  the  South  American  trade 
was  confirmed  by  every  mail  from  the  Brazils. 
And  the  next  month  the  same  record  says,  “  Since 
our  last  report  the  manufactories  have  revived  in  a 
great  degree,  chiefly  owing  to  large  orders  for  all 
kinds  of  woollen,  linen,  and  cotton  goods  having  ar¬ 
rived  here  for  the  markets  of  Portugal  and  of  South 
America.  The  goods  of  Birmingham  and  of  Shef¬ 
field  are  also  in  great  demand  at  these  markets. 
Credit  and  confidence,  we  are  happy  to  say,  revive, 
and  the  towms  of  Manchester,  Nottingham,  &c. 
feel  vast  benefit  from  the  happy  change  that  has 
taken  place.  The  West  India  Islands  are  now  in 
want  of  all  kinds  of  British  manufactured  goods, 
as  the  stock  in  hand  in  these  islands  has  been  pur¬ 
chased  up  with  avidity  for  the  Spanish  settlements. 
Irish  linen,  sheeting,  &c.  render  a  full  profit  of 
twenty  per  cent,  more  than  the  usual  profit  attached 
to  such  speculations.”*  The  crop  of  1811,  how¬ 
ever,  proved  a  deficient  one,  and  the  prices  of 
agricultural  produce  began  to  rise  in  August,  and 
continued  to  advance  to  the  end  of  the  year  ;  so 
that  the  average  price  of  wheat  bad,  by  December, 
attained  to  1068.  8d.  And  the  improvement  in 
trade,  Mr.  Tooke  remarks,  succeeding  as  it  did  so 
immediately  to  a  period  of  great  distress,  “was  not 
yet  marked  by  such  eagerness  of  speculative  ship¬ 
ment  as  had  distinguished  1808  and  1809.”  it 
appears  that  the  total  official  value  of  our  imports 
in  1811  was  only  26,510,186/.  ;  that  the  total 
official  value  of  our  exports  was  only  28,799,120/. 
and  the  real  value  of  British  and  Irish  produce 
and  manufactures  exported  only  32,890,712/.  ac¬ 
cording  to  one  account,  or  29,893,549/.  according 
to  another.  Thus  our  foreign  trade  had  never 
been  so  low  as  it  was  this  year,  in  any  of  its 
branches,  since  the  commencement  of  the  century — 
the  effect  of  the  extravagant  shipments  of  the  pre¬ 
ceding  season.  The  real  value  of  the  exports  to. 
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the  United  States  was  now  reduced  to  only 
1,841,233/.  (all,  or  nearly  all,  shipped  in  the  first 
two  months  of  the  year),  while  that  of  those  to  the 
rest  of  America  also  fell  to  11,939,680/.;  that  of 
those  to  the  other  countries  of  Europe  having  also 
declined  to  12,834,680/. 

1812. — Agricultural  produce,  under  the  notion 
that  the  stock  in  hand  w'as  deficient,  and  the  ap¬ 
prehensions  excited  by  a  cold  and  wet  summer, 
continued  to  advance  in  price  till,  in  August  this 
year,  the  average  price  of  wheat  reached  152,?.  3c/. 
Mr.  Tooke  states,  indeed,  that  the  average  price 
of  wheat  in  that  month  was  155s.,  of  barley 
IQs.  lOd.,  and  of  oats  56s.  2d. ;  that  in  Mark-lane 
the  finest  Dantzic  wheat  fetched  180s.,  and  that  oats 
in  one  or  two  instances  were  sold  at  the  enormous 
price  of  84s.  ;*  the  corn-markets,  he  observes,  had 
on  no  occasion  since  attained  the  same  elevation. 
The  price  of  butchers’  meat  also  rose  to  an  unusual 
height.  When  the  harvest  came,  the  deficiency 
proved  less  than  had  been  apprehended  ;  but  still 
the  crop  was  scarcely  an  average  one,  and  prices 
maintained  a  high  range  throughout  the  rest  of  the 
year,  the  average  price  of  wheat  having  by  Decem¬ 
ber  only  declined  to  12 Is.  A  consequence  of  the 
high  prices  which  agricultural  produce  had  now 
maintained  for  five  years,  under  a  succession  of 
crops  more  or  less  deficient,  and  the  obstructions 
in  the  way  of  bringing  supplies  from  abroad,  must 
have  been  to  bring  large  profits  to  farmers  and  to 
give  an  extraordinary  impulse  to  speculations 
in  the  purchase  of  land.  “Independently,”  says 
Mr.  Tooke,  “  of  the  encouragement  arising  from 
these  profits,  continued  through  so  great  a  length 
of  time,  there  w’as  now  a  confidence,  which  had  not 
before  existed,  in  the  prospect  of  the  continuance 
of  them.  The  average  produce  of  five  seasons 
was  supposed  to  represent  what  would  be  the 
utmost  that  any  five  succeeding  seasons  were 
likely  to  yield  ;  and,  as  there  was  not,  till  the  close 
of  1812,  any  appearance  of  a  relaxation  of  the  Con¬ 
tinental  system  of  exclusion  directed  against  the 
trade  of  this  country,  a  continued  absence  of  foreign 
competition  w'as  fully  anticipated.  Under  these 
circumstances,  rents,  upon  the  expiration  of  leases, 
were  advanced  in  full  proportion  to  the  high  range 
of  the  prices  of  produce  ;  and,  in  several  instances, 
thev  w’ere  raised  threefold  or  upwards  of  what  they 
had  been  in  1792.  Every  purchase  of  land 
]irevious  to  1811,  whether  made  with  or  without 
judgment,  turned  out  favourably  according  to  the 
then  market-rates,  and  it  was  supposed,  in  conse¬ 
quence,  that  money  conld  in  no  way  l)e  so  profit¬ 
ably  employed  as  in  buying  land.  Speculations, 
therefore,  in  land,  or,  as  it  is  termed,  land-jobbing, 
became  general,  and  credit  came  in  aid  of  capital 
for  that  purpose.  A  striking,  but  not,  I  believe, 
a  singular  instance  of  that  description  of  specula¬ 
tion  was  exhibited  in  the  case  of  a  petition  pre¬ 
sented  to  parliament  some  years  after,  representing 
that  the  petitioner  had,  in  the  years  1811  and  1812, 
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laid  out  150,000/.,  partly  his  own  and  partly  bor¬ 
rowed,  in  the  purchase  of  land,  which  had  since 
fallen  so  much  in  value  that  he  was  ruined  by  the 
loss  ;  praying,  therefore,  to  be  relieved  by  what  it 
has  been  the  fashion  to  term  an  equitable  adjust¬ 
ment  of  contracts,  but  which  means,  in  reality,  an 
indemnification  for  bad  speculations.”*  At  the 
same  time,  however,  with  this  rise  in  the  price  of 
food,  the  rate  of  wages  in  most  departments  of 
industry  and  of  remuneration  for  services  of  all 
kinds  had  been  greatly  increased.  “  The  wages  of 
agricultural  labourers  and  artizans,”  as  the  writer 
w'e  have  just  quoted  afterwards  remarks,  “  had 
been  doubled,  or  nearly  so.  Salaries,  from  the 
lowest  clerks  up  to  the  highest  functionaries,  as 
well  as  professional  fees,  had  been  considerably 
raised  on  the  plea  of  the  greatly  increased  expenses 
of  li  ving ;  the  expense  of  living  having  been  in¬ 
creased  not  only  by  the  increased  price  of  neces¬ 
saries,  but  by  a  higher  scale  of  general  expenditure, 
or  style  of  living,  incidental  to  the  progress  of 
wealth  and  civilization. ”t  Of  the  working-people 
in  manufactories,  however,  Mr.  Tooke  states  that 
considerable  numbers  had  had  no  advance  of  wages, 
or,  if  they  had,  the  advance  had  been  more  than 
compensated  by  reduced  hours  of  work.  Along, 
too,  with  the  high  prices  of  agricultural  produce 
there  had  been  experienced,  from  the  summer 
of  the  preceding  year,  a  considerable  scarcity  of 
many  of  the  principal  articles  for  our  supplies 
of  which  we  were  mainly  or  entirely  dependent 
upon  foreign  countries ;  the  risks  and  heavy 
charges  of  importation  deterring  speculators,  in  the 
face  of  the  low  prices  which  such  articles  had 
realised  in  this  country  throughout  1810  and  in 
the  earlier  part  of  1811.  Thus  the  imports  of  wool 
had  declined  from  10,936,224  lbs.  in  1810  to 
4,739,972  lbs.  in  1811  ;  of  silk,  from  1,792,206 
lbs.  in  1810  to  622,383  lbs.  in  1811;  of  cotton, 
from  136,488,935  lbs.  in  1810  to  91,662,344  lbs. 
in  1811 ;  of  tallow,  from  479,440  cwt.  iii  1810  to 
292,530  cwt.  in  1811;  of  hemp,  from  955,799 
cwt.  in  1810  to  458,547  cwt.  in  1811;  of  flax, 
from  511,970  cwt.  in  1810  to  243,899  cwt.  in 
1811  ;  of  linseed,  from  1,645,998  bushels  in  1810 
to  594,016  bushels  in  1811.  These  articles  all, 
accordingly,  experienced  a  considerable  rise, 
although  not,  Mr.  Tooke  states,  to  quite  the  eleva¬ 
tion  which  they  had  attained  in  1808  and  1809. 
The  stocks,  he  observes,  became  scanty  towards 
the  end  of  1811;  “  and  there  were  grounds,”  he 
adds,  “  at  the  same  time,  for  apprehending  a  fur¬ 
ther  scarcity.  The  preparations  by  the  French 
for  the  invasion  of  Russia  gave  reason  to  fear  that, 
however  disastrous  to  the  former  it  might  eventually 
prove,  the  intermediate  consequence  would  be  a 
cutting  off  of  the  supplies  of  naval  stores  and  of 
other  produce  from  thence ;  and,  as  the  F’rench 
armies  spread  over  Prussia,  all  shipments  from 
that  country  became  more  difficult  and  hazardous. 
Our  differences  with  America  were  then  raj)idly 
tending  to  an  open  rupture,  and  the  produce  of 
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that  country  naturally  parlicijiated  in  the  causes  of 
advance.”*  The  United  States  declared  war 
against  Britain  on  the  18th  of  June,  1812,  five 
days  before  our  orders  in  council,  vvhich  had 
mainly  ])roduced  the  quarrel  between  the  two 
countries,  were  revoked  by  the  British  government. 
On  the  other  hand,  both  Russia  and  Sweden  had 
early  in  this  year  joined  in  the  war  against  France ; 
a  treaty  of  alliance  with  that  object  having  been 
signed  between  these  twm  powers  on  the  24th  of 
March,  which  was  followed  by  treaties  of  peace 
between  Great  Britain  and  Sweden  on  the  6th  of 
J uly,  between  Russia  and  Spain  on  the  20th  of  the 
same  month,  and  between  Great  Britain  and 
Russia  on  the  1st  of  August.  The  total  official 
value  of  the  imports  in  1812  was  still  only 
26,163,431/.;  but  that  of  the  exports  rose  to 
39,041,573/.  Of  the  real  value  of  British  and 
Irish  produce  and  manufactures  exported  we  have 
only  one  account  for  this  year  (the  one  of  the  two 
calculated  upon  the  principle  which  gives  the 
higher  amount),  and  that  makes  it  to  have  been 
41,716,964/. 

1813.— The  fall  in  the  prices  of  agricultural 
produce,  which  had  begun  after  the  autumn  of 
1812,  and  had  gone  on  to  the  end  of  that  year,  pro¬ 
ceeded,  though  at  a  slower  rate,  throughout  the 
spring  and  summer  of  the  present  year  ;  and  then 
came  a  very  abundant  harvest,  after  which  the 
movement  was  continued  in  the  same  direction 
with  great  rapidity.  The  average  price  of  wheat, 
which  had  been  12U.  in  December,  1812,  was 
112.?.  6d.  in  August,  1813,  and  sunk  by  December 
to  74?.  11c/.,  being  lower  than  it  had  been  in  any 
month  since  May,  1808.  At  the  same  time,  “  the 
bill  in  the  prices  of  commodities  imported  from  the 
Continent  of  Europe,”  says  Mr.  Tooke,  “  was 
taking  place  in  proportion  as  the  opening  of  the 
ports  from  whence  they  were  shipped  diminished 
some  of  the  expenses  of  importation ;  but  the 
decline  of  prices  was  at  first  slow,  because  the 
continued  hostility  of  Denmark  and  the  war  with 
the  United  States  of  America  kept  freights  and 
insurances  at  a  high  rate.”  Prussia  had  risen  and 
liberated  herself  in  the  beginning  of  this  year,  after 
the  rout  and  destruction  ot  the  French  armv  in 
Russia;  on  the  1st  of  IMarch  a  new  coalition  of 
those  two  powers  against  France  was  arranged  at 
Kalisch ;  and  on  the  1st  of  the  following  month 
France  declared  war  against  Prussia.  Soon  after 
Austria  joined  the  confederation;  an  alliance  be¬ 
tween  that  power  and  Prussia  and  Russia  being 
ratified  at  Toplitz  on  the  9th  of  September,  and  a 
preliminary  treaty  with  Great  Britain  being  signed 
at  the  same  jilace  on  the  3rd  of  October.  The  vic¬ 
tories  of  Wellington  had  also,  before  the  end  of 
this  year,  driven  the  French  out  of  the  Spanish 
Peninsula  ;  while  the  battle  of  Leipsig,  fought  on 
the  18th  of  October,  had  set  free  all  Germany,  and 
the  Dutch  had  also  expelled  their  foreign  masters 
and  re-established  their  ancient  government.  But, 
while  these  great  changes  brought  dowm  the  prices 
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of  all  articles  imported  from  the  Continent,  they  at 
the  same  time  raised  the  prices  of  all  our  articles 
of  export,  and  especially  of  colonial  and  transatlantic 
produce.  “  The  lowest  point  of  depression  of 
West  India  produce,”  says  Mr.  Tooke,  “  and  of 
other  commodities,  including  manufactures,  cal¬ 
culated  for  the  markets  of  the  Continent  of  Europe 
and  the  United  States,  occurred  at  the  close  of 
1811  and  in  the  early  part  of  1812.  All  these 
articles  experienced  a  moderate  degree  of  improve- 
rnent  towards  the  close  of  1812,  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  such  descriptions  as  were  exclusively  or 
chiefly  calculated  for  export  to  the  United  States, 
and  these,  of  course,  were  much  depressed  by  the 
war  which  then  broke  out.  By  the  retreat  of  the 
French  from  Moscow,  not  only  the  ports  of  Russia 
were  secured  from  the  danger  of  being  again  shut 
against  us,  but  daily  tidings  were  received  of  other 
ports  in  the  north  of  Europe  being  opened  to  a 
trade  with  this  country  ;  and  sanguine  expectations 
were  beginning  to  be  entertained  that  the  ports  of 
France  itself  would,  at  no  remote  period,  be  open 
to  us.”*  This  state  of  things  gave  rise  to  a  specu¬ 
lative  demand  for  many  articles,  and  especially  for 
the  various  descriptions  of  colonial  produce,  which 
prevailed  to  the  close  of  this  year,  and  was  con¬ 
tinued  through  the  early  part  of  the  next,  till  the 
over-trading  brought  its  natural  consequences.  We 
have  no  account  of  the  total  amount  of  imports  and 
exports  for  1813,  the  records  having  perished  in 
the  fire  at  the  Custom-house. 

1814. — The  prices  of  agricultural  produce  con¬ 
tinued  low'  throughout  this  year.  An  unusually 
severe  winter  had  been  followed  by  a  cold  and  un- 
genial  spring,  which  excited  fears  for  the  harvest ; 
and  the  crops  did  prove  to  be  both  very  inferior 
to  those  of  the  preceding  year  in  quantity,  and  to 
be  considerably  damaged  by  blight  and  mildew ; 
but  the  large  surplus  from  the  last  harvest,  aided 
by  an  importation  of  foreign  corn,  amounting  to 
800,000  quarters  of  wheat,  and  about  as  much 
oats,  together  with,  the  increased  breadth  of  culti¬ 
vation,  kept  down  the  markets,  and  the  average 
price  of  w'heat,  which  was  68s.  4d.  in  July,  al¬ 
though  it  rose  to  78?.  6d.  in  September,  had  de¬ 
clined  again  by  December  to  70?.  4d.  The  price 
of  butchers’  meat,  however,  had  continued  to  rise, 
and  w'as  higher  throughout  1814  than  it  ever  had 
been  before,  except  for  a  few  months  in  1800. 
The  speculation  in  exportable  commodities  also 
reached  its  height  in  the  spring  of  this  year,  and 
the  prices  of  all  such  commodities  rose,  some  to  an 
unexampled  height.  Thus,  comparing  1811  and 
the  early  part  of  1812  with  1813  and  the  first 
months  of  1814,  it  appears  that  Jamaica  coffee  had 
advanced  in  the  interval  between  these  two  periods 
from  54?.  and  73?.  per  cwt.  to  118?.  and  142?.; 
St.  Domingo  coffee,  from  36?.  and  42?.  to  116?. 
and  126?.;  sugar  (general  average),  from  34?. 
lid.  to  97?.  2d.;  white  Havannah  sugar,  from 
30?.  and  46?.  to  1 10?.  and  134?. ;  bow'ed  Georgia 
cotton,  from  Id.  and  9d.  per  lb.  to  2?.  4d.  and 
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2s.  6d. ;  cochineal,  from  29^.  and  31?.  to  47?.  and 
52?.;  indigo,  from  8?.  and  9?.  6d.  to  12?.  and 
16?. ;  black  pepper,  from  Id.  and  l^d-  to  20d. 
and  21d. ;  Virginia  tobacco,  from  2d.  and  Id.  to 
1?.  lOrf.  and  5s.  6d.  ;  logwood,  from  10/.  or  11/. 
to  22/.  or  23/.  A  great  advance  in  like  manner 
took  place  in  various  native  productions  in  demand 
abroad,  such  as  alum,  lead,  and  tin,  and  also  in 
many  descriptions  of  manufactures,  which  had  at 
last  the  effect  of  considerably  elevating  wages  in 
that  department  of  industry.  But  after  a  time  the 
inevitable  reverse  came.  It  is  thus  described,  and 
its  progress  traced,  by  Mr.  Tooke  : — “  The  shippers 
found  to  their  cost,  when  it  was  too  late,  that  the 
effective  demand  on  the  Continent  for  colonial 
produce  and  British  manufactures  had  been  greatly 
overrated ;  for,  whatever  might  be  the  desire  of 
the  foreign  consumers  to  possess  articles  so  long 
out  of  their  reach,  they  were  limited  in  their  means 
of  purchase ;  and,  accordingly,  the  bulk  of  the 
commodities  exported  brought  very  inadequate 
returns.  The  low  prices,  which  alone  the  con¬ 
sumers  abroad  were  able  to  pay,  were  still  further 
reduced  in  value  by  the  advance  of  our  exchanges, 
w'hich  was  accelerated  by  the  very  extent  of  those 
shipments.”  The  loss  upon  many  of  the  ship¬ 
ments  to  the  Continent,  Mr.  Tooke  states,  was,  as 
he  has  reason  to  believe,  not  less  than  50  per  cent. 
“  In  some  few  instances,”  he  adds,  “by  rare  good 
fortune,  there  might  be  a  gain,  but  in  as  many 
there  was  a  total  loss.  Cases  of  more  aggravated 
loss  occurred  where  the  shippers,  unwilling  to  incur 
so  heavy  a  sacrifice  as  would  be  entailed  by  remit¬ 
tances,  at  an  exchange  becoming  daily  more  un¬ 
favourable  for  them,  were  induced  to  receive  re¬ 
turns  in  goods,  which,  from  this  and  other  causes, 
coming  in  excessive  quantities,  could  not  be  sold 
here  within  30,  40,  and  sometimes  50  per  cent,  of 
the  cost ;  a  process  by  which,  including  loss  of 
interest,  it  may  easily  be  conceived  that  the  whole 
value  of  the  original  investment  might  be  nearly 
absorbed.”*  The  consequence  was,  that  many 
bankruptcies  took  place  towards  the  close  of  the 
year  ;  and  the  number  continued  to  increase,  from 
the  same  cause,  throughout  the  next  year,  and  dur¬ 
ing  part  of  1816.  Many  of  the  traders  who  were 
thus  ruined,  were  persons  who,  carried  away  by  the 
mania  of  the  time,  had  gone  out  of  their  proper 
line  of  business  to  speculate  in  exports.  “Many 
retail  tradesmen,  who  failed  in  1814  and  1815,” 
Mr.  Tooke  elsewhere  observes,  “  were,  upon  a  dis¬ 
closure  of  their  accounts,  found  to  have  been  con¬ 
cerned  in  shipments  of  sugar  and  coffee  to  the 
Continent.  The  contagion  spread  to  the  outports 
(of  these  Leith  and  Hull  were  most  prominent) ; 
and  it  was  said  that  a  large  proportion  of  the  shop¬ 
keepers  residing  in  them  who  failed  at  that  time 
owed  their  ruin  to  having  been  tempted  into  specu¬ 
lations  of  the  kind  which  I  have  described. ”t  The 
great  events  of  the  early  part  of  this  year,  the  over¬ 
throw  of  Bonaparte  and  the  peace  of  Paris,  com¬ 
pleted  what  remained  to  be  done  to  open  all  the 
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Continent  of  Europe  to  our  commerce  ;  hut  it  was 
not  till  the  24th  of  December  that  peace  was  con¬ 
cluded  with  the  United  States,  The  total  official 
value  of  our  imports  rose  this  year  to  33,755,264/. ; 
that  of  our  exports  to  53,573,234/.  (of  which 
amount  19,365,981/.  consisted  of  foreign  and 
colonial  merchandise,  instead  of  9,533,065/.  in 
1812,  and  6,117,720/.  in  1811).  The  two  ac¬ 
counts  of  the  real  or  declared  value  of  British  and 
Irish  produce  and  manufactures  exported  now 
agree,  and  make  the  amount  this  year  to  have  been 
45,494,119/.;  of  which  only  8,129/.  is  set  dowm 
as  the  value  of  the  exports  to  the  United  States, 
that  of  those  to  the  British  North  American  pos¬ 
sessions  and  the  West  Indies  being  11,429,452/. 
(besides  2,683,151/.  to  South  America,  and 
1,791,167/.  to  the  foreign  West  India  islands),  and 
that  of  those  to  the  other  countries  of  Europe 
being  26,869,591/.  (divided  into  14,113,775/.  to 
Northern,  and  12,755,816h  to  Southern  Europe). 

1815. — The  renewal  of  the  war  on  the  return  of 
Bonaparte  from  Elba,  and  the  enactment  of  the  new 
corn-law,  are  regarded  by  Mr.  Tooke  as  having 
been  two  causes  wdrich  prevented  the  prices  of 
agricultural  produce  from  falling  so  much  as  they 
would  have  done  in  the  first  six  months  of  this 
year  under  the  depressing  influences  of  a  forward 
spring  and  a  promising  appearance  of  the  crops ; 
but  a  slight  rally  w'hich  w'as  thus  produced  gave 
way  after  the  harvest,  which  proved  to  be  both 
abundant  and  early,  and  was,  in  general,  well  got 
in.  The  average  price  of  wheat,  which  had  fallen 
to  62?.  Id.  in  January,  and  was  70?.  4d.  in  May, 
declined  from  that  point  throughout  the  remainder 
of  the  year,  till  it  was  only  55?.  Id.  in  December, 
being  lower  than  it  had  ever  been  since  July,  1804. 
The  original  policy  of  our  legislation  on  the  subject 
of  corn  appears  to  have  been  ])rohibitory  of  export¬ 
ation,  whatever  might  be  the  state  of  the  markets. 
It  was  not  till  about  the  end  of  the  fourteenth  cen¬ 
tury  (in  1394)  that  exportation  was  first  permitted 
without  an  express  licence  from  the  crown.  In 
1463  importation  was,  for  the  first  time,  forbidden 
whenever  prices  should  fall  below  a  certain  point. 
In  1670  itw-as  enacted  that  so  long  as  the  price  of 
the  quarter  of  wheat  should  be  under  53?.  4d. 
there  should  be  full  liberty  of  exportation  and  no 
right  of  importation.  In  1689,  immediately  after 
the  Revolution,  a  further  encouragement  was  given 
to  exportation  by  the  introduction  of  the  new  prin¬ 
ciple  of  allowing  a  bounty  upon  every  quarter  of 
grain  exported  so  long  as  prices  at  home  were 
under  a  certain  amount ;  and,  ten  years  after,  the  ex- 
piortof  corn  w'as  entirely  relieved  from  custom-house 
dutv.*  There  were  afterwards  several  temporary 
suspensions,  in  dear  years,  of  the  restrictions  on 
importation ;  but  the  law  continued  unaltered  till 
1773,  when,  by  a  new  act  (the  13  Geo.  III.,  c. 
43),  the  price  at  which  wheat  was  allowed  to  be 
imported,  on  the  payment  of  only  a  nominal  duty 
of  6f/.,  was  low'ered  from  80?.  to  48?.,  and  the 
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bounty  on  exportation,  hitherto  payable  so  long  as 
the  home  price  did  not  exceed  48?.,  was  withdrawn 
as  soon  as  the  price  should  rise  to  44?.,  which  was 
also  fixed  as  the  limit  at  which  the  lil)erty  of  ex¬ 
portation  ceased  ;  corresponding  regulations  being 
made  for  the  other  descriptions  of  grain.  But  the 
act  of  1773  was  repealed  in  1791  by  the  31  Geo. 
III.,  c.  30,  by  w'hich  the  price  at  which  importa¬ 
tion  could  take  place  at  a  nominal  duty  was  again 
raised  to  54s.,  and  w'hen  the  price  was  under  50s. 
importation  w'as,  by  a  prohibitory  duty,  prevented 
altogether ;  exportation  being  at  the  same  time 
allowed  (though,  in  that  case,  without  a  bounty)  so 
long  as  the  price  should  be  below  46s.  instead  of 
44s.,  as  under  the  former  act.  The  next  corn-law 
was  that,  already  mentioned,*  passed  in  1804  (the 
44  Geo.  III.,  c.  109),  by  which  the  price  at  which 
importation  could  take  place  under  only  a  nominal 
duty  was  further  raised  to  66?.,  and  that  at  w’hich 
importation  was  prevented  by  a  prohibitory  duty 
to  63s. ;  the  price  within  which  exportation  with¬ 
out  bounty  was  allowed  being  at  the  same  time 
extended  from  46s.  to  54s.,  and  with  the  bounty 
from  44s.  to  50s.  After  September,  1804,  how'- 
ever,  as  we  have  seen,  the  price  of  the  quarter  of 
wheat  in  the  home-market  was  only  once,  in  No¬ 
vember,  1807,  so  low  as  66s.,  till  the  beginning  of 
the  present  year,  1815;  so  that  this  act  may  be 
said  never  to  have  come  into  operation.  Yet,  in 
the  apprehension  of  prices  falling  on  the  return  of 
peace,  attempts  had  been  made  by  the  lauded  inte¬ 
rest  to  obtain  a  new  law  greatly  increasing  the 
price  at  which  importation  should  become  free 
both  in  1813  and  again  in  1814.  In  the  latter 
year  two  bills  were  brought  into  the  House  of 
Commons ;  one  to  repeal  the  bounty  and  remove 
all  restrictions  on  exportation ;  in  other  words,  to 
repeal  all  the  legislation,  whether  of  restriction  or 
encouragement,  in  regard  to  the  exportation  of 
corn,  and  to  leave  that  commodity  like  any  other, 
to  be  disposed  of  by  the  owner,  without  any  inter¬ 
ference  on  the  part  of  the  public,  wherever,  either 
at  home  or  abroad,  he  thought  he  could  find  the 
best  market ;  the  other,  to  raise  the  price  of  wheat 
at  which  importation  should  be  allowable  at  a 
nominal  duty  to  86?.,  the  said  nominal  duty  being 
at  the  same  time  raised  from  6d.  to  Is.  The 
former  bill  passed  and  became  the  act  54  Geo. 
III.,  c.  69  ;  the  latter  was  successfully  opposed,  and 
was  thrown  out  in  the  Commons  on  the  motion 
for  bringing  up  the  report  by  a  majority  of  116  to 
106.  But  the  attempt  of  the  agricultural  interest 
to  obtain  additional  protection  was  renewed  in  the 
next  session  ;  and,  after  encountering  a  keen  and 
protracted  opposition,  a  new  act  was  passed  (the 
55  Geo.  III.,  c.  26),  by  which,  while  it  was  pro¬ 
vided  that  all  sorts  of  foreign  corn,  meal,  or  fiour 
miglit  be  imported  at  all  times  free  of  duty  in  order 
to  be  warehoused,  its  importation  for  home  con¬ 
sumption  was  wholly  prohibited  until  the  price  in 
the  home  market  should  have  reached  80?.  for 
wheat,  53?.  for  rye,  peas,  and  beaus,  40?.  for  barley, 
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bear,  or  bigg,  and  26?.  for  oats ;  except  that  corn 
from  any  of  the  British  plantations  in  North 
America  might  be  imported  when  wheat  was  at 
67?.,  rye,  peas,  and  beans  at  44s.,  barley,  bear,  or 
bigg  at  33s.,  and  oats  at  22?.  And  this  law  ot 
1815  continued  to  regulate  the  trade  for  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  present  period.  All  restraints,  it 
ought  to  be  stated,  on  the  free  importation  and  ex¬ 
portation  of  grain  between  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  had  been  removed  in  1806  by  the  act  46 
Geo.  III.,  c.  97.  The  aggregate  of  our  foreign 
commerce  was  still  greater  in  1815  than  it  had 
been  in  the  preceding  year;  for,  although  the 
total  official  value  of  the  imports  was  only 
32,987,396/.,  that  of  the  exports  rose  to  58,624,550/. 
The  increase  here  was  in  home  produce  and  manu¬ 
factures,  from  34,207,253/.  to  42,875,996/.  ;  the 
export  of  foreign  and  colonial  merchandise  had 
declined  from  19,365,981/.  to  15,748,554/.  The 
difference,  in  fact,  w^as  occasioned  by  two  causes ; 
the  falling  off  in  the  speculative  shipments  to  the 
Continent  (mostly  consisting  of  colonial  produce), 
and  the  re-opening  of  the  trade  with  the  United 
States  (our  exports  to  which  consisted  chiefly  of 
our  own  manufactures).  The  real  value  of  the 
total  British  and  Irish  produce  and  manufac¬ 
tures  exported  in  1815  is  stated  to  have  been 
51,632,971/.  ;  of  which  to  the  value  of  only 
20,736,244/.  was  now  sent  to  the  other  countries 
of  Europe,  and  that  of  not  less  than  13,255,374/. 
was  taken  by  the  United  States. 

1816. — The  decline  in  the  prices  of  all  our 
principal  articles  of  export,  including  many  articles 
of  home  as  well  as  of  colonial  produce,  which  had 
been  going  on  throughout  1815,  was  continued 
during  this  year,  bringing  them  down  in  most 
cases  before  the  end  of  the  year  to  a  point  about 
midway  between  what  they  were  in  1813-14  and 
w'hat  they  were  in  1811-12,  in  some  cases  con¬ 
siderably  lower.  Thus,  taking  the  articles  the 
prices  of  which  have  already  been  compared  at 
these  twm  dates,  it  appears  that  in  1816  Jamaica 
coffee  fell  to  77?.  and  104?.  per  cwt.,  St.  Domingo 
coffee  to  62?.  and  66?.,  sugar  (general  average)  to 
45.?.,  Ilavannah  white  sugar  to  44?.  and  50s., 
bowed  Georgia  cotton  to  1?.  2d.  and  1?.  4d.  per 
lb,,  cochineal  to  23?.  and  28s.,  East  India  mdigo 
to  8?.  9d.  and  10?.,  black  pepper  to  7c/.  and  lid., 
Virginia  tobacco  to  5^d.  and  lOrA,  logwood  to  6/. 
and  6/.  10?.  per  ton.*  Copper  in  like  manner  fell 
from  140/.  in  1813-14  to  85/.  in  1816;  tin  from 
174/.  to  102/. ;  lead  from  33/.  and  34/.  to  18/. 
Ever  since  our  intercourse  w  ith  the  north  of  Europe 
had  been  re-opened,  also,  Baltic  produce  had  been 
declining  in  jirice ;  the  tall  here,  as  Mr.  Tooke 
remarks,  had  commenced  while  exportable  produc¬ 
tions  were  rising,  and  it  continued  through  1815 
and  1816.  The  shipping  interest,  too,  he  proceeds 
to  observe,  had,  ever  since  the  peace,  been  under¬ 
going  a  very  considerable  depression.  The  ex¬ 
tended  sphere  for  the  employment  of  tonnage 
afforded  by  the  trade  of  the  north  of  Europe  being 
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now  thrown  open  to  British  shipping  was,  he  con¬ 
ceives,  more  than  compensated  by  the  greater 
quickness  with  which  voyages  were  made  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  the  discontinuance  of  the  detention  of 
convoys  and  other  impediments  arising  out  of  the 
war,  the  large  amount  of  tonnage  discharged  from 
the  transport  service,  and  the  reduced  cost  of  ship¬ 
building  materials.  The  reduction  of  the  cost  of 
materials  had  also  occasioned  a  great  decline  in  the 
value  of  house  property.  “Thus,”  he  adds, “there 
was  from  1814  to  1816  [or  rather  to  ISn]  a  very 
considerable  depression  in  the  prices  of  nearly  all 
productions,  and  in  the  value  of  all  fixed  property, 
entailing  a  convergence  of  losses  and  failures  among 
the  agricultural,  and  commercial,  and  manufac¬ 
turing,  and  mining,  and  shipping,  and  building 
interests,  which  marked  that  period  as  one  of  most 
extensive  suffering  and  distress.  Of  that  great 
and  memorable  fall  of  prices  the  principal  part, 
beyond  that  which  was  the  effect  of  the  seasons, 
and  a  recoil  from  the  extravagant  speculations  in 
exportable  commodities,  is  clearly  attributable  to 
the  transition  from  war  to  peace ;  not  from  war, 
as  having  caused  extra  demand,  but  as  having  ob¬ 
structed  supply  and  increased  the  cost  of  produc¬ 
tion  ;  nor  to  peace,  as  having  been  attended  with 
diminished  consumption,  hut  as  having  extended 
the  sources  of  supply  and  reduced  the  cost  of  pro¬ 
duction.”*  The  number  of  commissions  of  bank- 
ruptcyq  which  had  been  only  1612  in  1814,  was 
2284  in  1815,  and  in  this  year  rose  to  27.31,  of 
which  37  were  against  country-banks.  The 
average  price  of  wheat  fell  in  January,  1816,  to 
52^.  lOd.  ;  but  then  arose,  first,  a  partial  demand 
for  export  to  the  Continent,  chiefly  for  the  Medi¬ 
terranean,  and  then  great  apprehensions  for  the 
next  crop,  from  the  inclemency  of  the  spring, 
which  were  increased  by  such  a  wet  and  boisterous 
summer  as  had  not  occurred  since  1799,  and  were 
at  last  fully  justified  by  a  harvest  both  lamentably 
deficient  in  quantity  and  as  miserably  inferior  in 
quality.  Prices  now  advanced  rapidly ;  the  ave¬ 
rage  price  of  wheat,  which  had  been  55.f.  6d.  in 
February,  and  74.?.  Ilf/,  in  June,  reached  82^.  Id. 
in  August,  90?.  10c/.  in  October,  and  103?.  Id.  in 
December.  Mr.  Tooke  holds  that  the  rise  would 
have  been  still  greater,  had  it  not  been  for  the  large 
surplus  that  remained  from  former  seasons ;  for 
the  harvests  of  Germany,  France,  and  the  south  of 
Europe  had  been  no  better  than  our  own,  and, 
notwithstanding  the  high  prices,  the  balance  of  our 
imports  of  wheat  for  the  whole  year  did  not  exceed 
100,000  quarters.  The  official  value  of  our  total 
imports  of  foreign  and  colonial  merchandise  fell, 
this  year,  to  27,431,604/. ;  that  of  our  exports  to 
49,197,850/.  The  real  value  of  British  and  Irish 
produce  and  manufactures  exported  is  stated  to 
liave  been  41,657,858/. ;  the  falling  off,  in  com¬ 
parison  with  the  last  year,  being  chiefly  in  the 
exports  to  the  south  of  Europe  (from  8,764,552/. 
to  7,284,469/.),  to  the  United  States  (from 
13,255,374/.  to  9,556,577/.),  and  to  the  West 
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Indies  and  British  North  America  (from 
10,687,551/.  to  7,016,410/.). 

1817. — The  season  of  1816-17  in  France  was 
almost  a  period  of  actual  famine ;  and  the  conse¬ 
quence  was  that,  high  as  the  prices  were  in  this 
country,  large  purchases  of  wheat  were  made  here 
in  the  spring  of  this  year  for  the  French  govern¬ 
ment.  It  is  calculated  that  the  w'hole  quantity 
then  shipped  to  that  country  from  this  did  not  fall 
short  of  300,000  quarters.  Up  to  the  middle  of 
June,  too,  the  weather  was  unpropitious,  and  the 
crops  were  thought  to  wear  an  unfavourable  ap¬ 
pearance.  From  these  causes  the  prices  of  agri¬ 
cultural  produce,  high  as  they  had  risen  in  the 
latter  part  of  the  last  year,  continued  to  mount 
still  higher  throughout  the  first  half  of  this ;  the 
average  price  of  wheat,  which  was  104?.  Id.  in 
January,  having  become  112?.  8d.  in  June.  But 
after  this  the  weather  both  in  France  and  here 
suddenly  underwent  a  great  change  for  the  better, 
and,  the  appearance  of  the  crops  becoming  luxuriant 
and  promising,  the  average  price  of  wheat  fell  m 
July  to  102?.  4c/.,  in  August  to  86?.  5c?.,  and  in 
September  to  78?.  Sc/.,  a  rate  which  closed  the 
ports.  The  harvest,  however,  had  been  late,  and 
probably  somewhat  deficient,  and  when  samples  of 
the  new  wheat  were  brought  to  market  it  was 
found  that  the  quality  was  inferior,  and  that  the 
grain,  from  being  damp,  was  unfit  for  immediate 
use  ;  while  at  the  same  time  there  was  scarcely  any 
surplus  remaining  from  the  scanty  crop  of  the  last 
year.  Prices,  accordingly,  rose  towards  the  end 
of  the  year  ;  the  average  price  of  wheat  was  such 
as  to  open  the  ports  again  in  November,  and  it 
reached  84?.  in  December.  Meanwhile  in  other 
articles  a  general  rise  of  prices  had  been  going  on 
ever  since  the  close  of  the  last  year.  “  The  very 
low  prices  of  1815  and  1816,”  to  quote  Mr. 
Tooke’s  explanation,  “  had  induced  a  greatly  in¬ 
creased  consumption.  The  stocks  of  importers, 
dealers,  and  manufacturers  had  become  greatly  re¬ 
duced  ;  and  a  general  confidence  began  to  prevail 
among  the  best  informed  persons  in  the  several 
branches  of  trade  that  prices  had,  for  that  period, 
seen  their  lowest,  inasmuch  as  the  stock  in  hand 
of  most  of  the  leading  articles  had  become  mani¬ 
festly  below  the  average  rate  of  consumption.”  * 
Some  of  the  causes  of  the  falling  off  of  supply  he 
states  to  have  been,  the  disinclination  which  had 
been  produced  in  the  preceding  year  to  embark  to 
the  usual  extent  in  fresh  importations  by  the  great 
fall  of  prices  since  1813;  and  coincident  wdth  this 
a  very  unpropitious  season,  not  only  in  this  coun¬ 
try,  but  over  a  great  part  of  Europe,  occasioning  a 
fadure  of  the  vintage  in  France,  and  reducintr  the 
produce  of  silk  and  oil  in  Italy,  besides  directly  or 
indirectly  affecting  flax,  tallow,  wool,  ho])s,  and 
many  other  articles.  Thus  the  imports  of  silk  had  de¬ 
clined  from  1,800,333  lbs.  in  1815  to  1,137,922  lbs. 
in  1816  ;  of  wool,  from  14,991,7 13  lbs.  in  1815  to 
8,1 17,8641bs.  in  1816;  of  coffee,  from  815,440  cwt. 
in  1815  to  499,075  cwt.  in  1816  ;  of  hemp,  from 
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36, .^75  tons  in  1815  to  18,473  tons  in  1816 ; 
of  6a.x,  from  17,550  tons  in  1815  to  12,371  tons 
in  1816  ;  of  tallow,  from  32,082  tons  in  1815 
to  20,858  tons  in  1816 ;  of  linseed,  from 
766,983  bushels  in  1815  (the  quantity  im¬ 
ported  in  1814  had  been  1,364,959  bushels)  to 
567,138  bushels  in  1816.  There  occurred  also 
a  nearly  total  failure  of  the  northern  whale 
hshery,  both  in  1816  and  1817-  “  Such  a  falling 

off  of  supply,”  Mr.  Tooke  goes  on  to  observe, 
“  was  naturally  calculated  to  attract  attention  dur¬ 
ing  the  progress  of  the  importations  ;  and,  when 
these  were  understood  to  be  deficient  in  so  great  a 
degree,  a  general  disposition  among  dealers  to  lay 
in  stocks  became  evident ;  such  a  state  of  things 
is  usually  the  precursor  of  a  spirit  of  speculation. 
This,  therefore,  although  not  yet  developed  at  the 
close  of  1816,  was  then  on  the  eve  of  displaying 
itself,  and  the  full  effect  was  exhibited  in  the  great 
rise  of  prices  which  took  place  in  1817  and  in 
1818  of  some  of  the  articles  of  which  there  was  so 
marked  a  deficiency  of  supply.  The  most  striking 
instances  of  advance  were  silks,  coffee,  tallow, 
linseed,  and  oils,  which  in  the  course  of  1817  and 
1818  experienced  a  rise  of  50  to  100  per  cent, 
from  their  lowest  point  of  previous  depression.”* 
“  In  1815  and  the  early  part  of  1816,”  he  adds, 
“  the  exports  from  this  country  had  been  made 
with  great  forbearance  and  prudence,  because 
almost  every  class  of  merchants  was  at  that  time 
suffering  from  the  effects  of  the  too  great  eagerness 
of  adventure  of  the  two  preceding  years :  this 
general  forbearance  was,  of  course,  attended  by  a 
large  profit  to  those  who  adventured  ;  and  the  con¬ 
sequence  of  the  favourable  result  of  shipments  on 
a  small  scale  was,  as  usual  on  such  occasions,  not 
only  that  the  houses  regularly  in  the  trade  ex¬ 
tended  their  shipments,  but  that  fresh  adventurers 
embarked  in  them  to  a  considerable  extent.”t 
The  total  official  value  of  the  imports  rose  this  year 
to  30,834,299/.;  that  of  the  exports  to  50,404,11 1/.; 
there  having  been,  however,  a  falling  off  in  the  ex¬ 
ports  of  foreign  and  colonial  merchandise  from 
13,480,780/.  in  1816  to  10,292,684/.,  and  an  in¬ 
crease  in  those  of  British  and  Irish  produce  and 
manufactures  from  35,717,070/.  to  40,111,427/. 
Yet  the  real  value  of  the  latter  is  stated  to  have 
been  only  41,761,132/.,  or  no  more  than  in  the 
preceding  year.J  If  this  account  is  to  be  de¬ 
pended  on,  while  the  prices  of  imported  articles 
were  generally  rising  throughout  the  present  year, 
those  of  our  home  produce  and  manufactures 
must  have  undergone  a  very  considerable  decline, 
to  the  extent  of  not  less  on  the  whole  than  about 
15  per  cent.  The  real  value  of  the  British  and 
Irish  produce  and  manufactures  exported  this  year 
to  the  United  States  is  set  down  at  only  6,930,359/. : 
there  was  a  slight  increase  in  the  amounts  sent  to 
most  other  parts  of  the  world,  more  especially  to  the 
rest  of  America  and  the  ^\Tst  Indies,  and  to  Asia 

*  History  of  Prices,  ii.  25.  f  PI*  P*  ^ 

J  Table  in  Porter’s  Progress  of  the  Nation,  p.  98.  In  Mr.  Porter  s 
second  table,  p.  102,  the  amount  is  staled  as  only  41,492,312/. 


1818. — The  weather  throughout  the  greater  part 
of  this  year,  first  a  rather  wet  spring,  then  an  al¬ 
most  uninterrupted  drought  from  the  middle  of  May 
till  the  middle  of  September,  excited  considerable 
fears  for  the  crops,  and  the  effect  was,  that  not  only 
the  prices  of  agricultural  produce  fully  maintained 
tor  the  first  six  or  seven  months  of  the  year  the 
height  to  which  they  had  risen  in  the  preceding 
December,  but  that  large  quantities  of  wheat  (up¬ 
wards  of  1,500,000  qrs.  in  all)  were  brought  from 
abroad.  The  average  price  of  wheat  was  84s.  lOc/. 
in  January,  89^.  8d.  in  April,  and  86^.  6c/.  in 
July.  The  harvest,  however,  turned  out  a  less 
deficient  one  than  had  been  looked  for ;  and  the 
price  of  wheat  declined  to  8U.  3d.  in  August, 
and  in  December  was  only  80s.  8d.  But  the 
prices  of  all  other  descriptions  of  grain  were  still 
higher  at  the  close  of  1818  than  they  had  been  at 
the  close  of  1817; — barley,  which  in  1817  had 
been  at  45s.  11c/.,  was  now  at  63s.  6c/.;  oats, 
which  had  been  then  27s.  10c/.,  were  now  35s.  ]d. ; 
beans  had  risen  from  .54s.  10c/.  to  76.s. ;  peas,  from 
52s.  11c/.  to  70s.*  The  extraordinary  character 
of  the  season  had  given  rise,  Mr.  Tooke  states, 
“  to  extensive  speculations  on  the  apprehended 
scarcity  of  several  descriptions  of  produce,  such  as 
spring-corn  and  the  leguminous  tribes,  which  were 
supposed  to  be  irretrievably  destroyed  by  the  great 
drought and  this  circumstance,  he  observes,  con¬ 
tributed,  with  the  deficiency  of  imported  produce, 
greatly  to  extend  the  sphere  of  speculation.  In 
the  latter  part  of  the  year,  however,  he  proceeds, 
“  the  causes  of  casual  scarcity  of  supply,  which, 
as  has  been  seen,  had  been  the  occasion  of  the 
high  prices,  had  ceased  to  operate,  and  a  change 
was  thenceforw'ard  in  progress,  tending  to  the 
restoration  of  abundance,  and  to  the  consequent 
subsidence  of  prices.  This  tendency  had  already 
become  manifest  in  most  articles  at  the  close  of 
1818. ”t  In  a  subsequent  page  a  comparative 
table  is  given  of  the  imports  of  various  leading 
articles  in  1817  and  1818  ;  from  which  it  appears 
that  the  imports  of  silk  rose  from  1,177,693  lbs. 
in  1817  to  2,101,618  lbs.  in  1818;  of  wool,  from 
14,715,843  lbs.  in  1817  to  26,405,486  lbs.  in 
1818;  of  cotton,  from  124,912,968  lbs.  in  1817 
to  177,282,158  lbs.  in  1818;  of  hemp,  from 
22,863  tons  in  1817  to  33,020  tons  in  1818  ;  of 
tallow',  from  19,298  tons  in  1817  to  27,149  tons 
in  1818;  of  linseed,  from  162,759  quarters  in 
1817  to  237,141  quarters  in  1818.  The  total  official 
value  of  the  imports  in  1818  was  36,885,182/.; 
that  of  the  exports  53,560,438/.,  of  which 
42,700,521/.  is  set  down  to  the  account  of  British 
and  Irish  produce  and  manufactures.  The  real 
value  of  the  British  and  Irish  produce  and  ma¬ 
nufactures  exported  is  stated  to  have  been 
46,112,800/.,  which,  measured  by  the  official 
estimate  of  quantity,  would  imply  a  considerable 

•  Tooke’s  History  of  Prices,  ii.  23.  Mr.  Tooke,  in  this  phice, 
stotcs  tlie  average  price  of  wheat  at  tlie  close  of  1818  to  have  been 
78s.  lOd.  The  statement  in  the  text  is  talicn  from  tlie  table  of  monthly 
averages  at  p.  390. 

+  Id.  p.  27. 


670 


HISTORY  OF  THE  REIGN  OF  GEORGE  III. 


rise  of  prices  in  such  goods  in  the  course  of  this 
year.  The  increase  of  e.\ ports  of  home  produce 
and  manufactures  was  chiefly  to  the  United  States, 
to  which  there  was  now  sent  to  tlie  value  of 
9,4  j1,009/.,  and  to  South  America,  to  which  there 
was  sent  to  the  value  of  3,995,757^.  (the  value  sent 
in  1817  being  only  2,651,337/.). 

1819. — The  winter  of  1818-19  was  remarkably 
mild,  the  spring  that  succeeded  was  very  forward, 
and  the  favourable  appearances  of  the  crops  were 
followed  bv  a  harvest  of  at  least  average  produc¬ 
tiveness.  In  these  circumstances,  and  after  the 
large  importations  of  the  preceding  year,  the  prices 
of  agricultural  produce  naturally  fell:  the  average 
price  of  wheat,  which  was  79?.  3d.  in  January,  was 
68-?.  lOci.  in  June,  and,  although  it  afterw'ards 
rallied  so  far  for  a  few  weeks  as  to  reach  75.?.  in 
August,  it  had  fallen  again  by  December  to  66?.  3d., 
with  a  tendency  to  a  still  farther  decline,  which 
went  on  with  little  interruption  for  the  next  three 
years,  till  it  sank  to  not  much  more  than  the  half 
of  that  height.*  Now,  also,  in  the  beginning  of 
this  year,  began  to  be  experienced  the  natural 
consequences  of  the  over  importation  of  nearly  all 
descriptions  of  goods  in  the  preceding  year.  It 
appears  that  the  entire  quantity  of  colonial  and 
foreign  produce  imported  and  retained  for  home 
consumption  in  1818  was  nearly  a  third  greater 
than  in  1817,  and  more  than  twice  as  great  as 
in  1816. t  Hence  a  great  fall  in  the  prices  of  all 
descriptions  of  such  produce,  and  of  course  the 
ruin  of  great  numbers  of  the  importing  speculators. 
“  The  largest,”  says  Mr.  Tooke,  “  in  point  of 
amount  of  the  articles  of  w'hich  there  was  so  great 
an  excess  of  the  importation  was  cotton  ;  and  it 
was  in  this  article  that  the  fall  in  price  w'as  the 
greatest,  and  the  failures  among  those  concerned 
in  it,  consequently,  the  most  extensive.  The  error 
usual  on  such  occasions  had  been  committed  ;  the 
stocks  on  the  spot  had  been  greatly  reduced  in 
1816,  and  a  rise  of  price  of  this  reduced  stock  was 
perfectly  justified  ;  but  then,  as  in  more  recent 
instances,  the  advanced  price  was  not  confined  to 
the  small  stocks  on  the  spot,  but  was  paid  for 
large  quantities  in  the  countries  of  growth,  to  be 
shipped  hither.”j:  Bowed  Georgia  cotton  now  fell 
from  1?.  lOf/.  per  lb.,  which  it  had  reached  be¬ 
tween  1816  and  1818,  to  1-?.  “  The  result  of 
over  trading  on  so  large  a  scale,”  continues  Mr. 
Tooke,  “was  experienced  in  numerous  and  exten¬ 
sive  fadures,  which  began  in  the  latter  part  of 
1818,  and  continued  more  or  less  through  the 
earlier  part  of  1819.  Importers,  speculators,  and 
manufacturers  were  successively  ruined  by  having 
embarked  too  largely  upon  the  anticipation  of  the 
maintenance  of  the  former  range  of  high  prices. 
There  were  also  very  extensive  failures  in  New 
York,  but  more  especially  in  Charlestown,  and 
otlier  southern  ports  of  the  United  States,  at  the 

•  Tlie  average  prlue  of  wheat  in  Dt'cemher,  1822,  was  only  38s.  lid. 
TTi'.rtwn  years  later,  in  December,  18.85.  it  was  only  3.is.  41..  or  little 
more  than  a  fourth  jiart  of  wlial  it  had  been  in  December,  1800,  and 
not  30  mncli  as  a  fonrtli  nart  of  wliat  it  had  heen  in  Anitust,  1812. 

+  See  Comparative  Statement  in  Tooke's  History  of  Prices,  ii.  82. 

t  Id.  p.  77. 
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close  of  1818,  and  at  the  commencement  of  1819.” 
Before  the  autumn  of  1819,  however,  every  vestige 
of  commercial  discredit  had  disajipeared  ;  altliough 
prices,  with  few  exceptions,  continued  to  decline 
for  several  years  from  other  causes.  “The  sources 
of  supply  of  all  the  raw  materials  of  our  principal 
manufactures,”  Mr.  Tooke  observes,  “  were  ex¬ 
periencing  a  progressive  extension,  at  a  diminished 
cost  of  production  ;  and,  although  there  had  heen 
in  the  two  or  tliree  years  immediately  following 
1818,  a  slight  falling  off  in  the  amount  of  imports 
of  some  of  the  articles,  there  was  a  progressive  in¬ 
crease  on  the  average  of  three  years,  compared 
with  the  average  of  any  preceding  three  years.”  * 
The  total  official  value  of  our  imjiorts  fell  again  in 
1819  to  30,776,810/. ;  and  that  of  our  exports  was 
only  43,438,989/.,  that  of  the  exports  of  British 
and  Irish  produce  and  manufactures  being  reduced 
to  33,5.34,176/.  The  real  or  declared  value  of 
the  British  and  Irish  produce  and  manufactures 
exported  in  this  year  is  stated  to  have  been 
34,881,727/.  ;  the  diminution  of  such  exports 
extending  to  all  parts  of  the  world,  but  in  the 
greatest  degree  to  the  United  States  (the  amount 
sent  to  which  was  only  4,929,815/  ),  to  the  British 
North  American  Colonies,  the  West  Indies,  and 
Central  and  South  America.  The  value  sent  to 
the  North  of  Europe  was  reduced  from  11,809,243/. 
to  9,825,397/.  ;  that  sent  to  the  South  of  Europe, 
from  7,630,139/.  to  6,895,255/. 

The  suspension  of  payments  in  cash  by  the 
Bank  of  England,  which  began  in  1797,  lasted 
throughout  this  period,  being  only  put  an  end  to 
by  the  act  59  Geo.  HI.,  c.  78,  commonly  called 
Peel’s  Act,  passed  in  1819,  which  provided  that 
the  resumption  of  cash  payments  should  take  place 
in  1823.  In  point  of  fact  the  Bank  exchanged  its 
notes  for  gold  on  demand  from  the  1st  of  May. 
1821.  The  duration  of  the  suspension,  therefore, 
w'as  about  twenty-four  years.  We  noticed  in  the 
last  Book  the  opinion  which  has  been  clamorously 
maintained  by  a  certain  sect  of  politicians,  or 
political  economists,  that  the  great  rise  of  prices 
which  was  experienced  in  a  portion  of  this  space, 
was  mainly  or  entirely  the  effect  of  the  state  of  the 
circulation. t  No  demonstration  in  economical 
science  can  well  be  more  complete  than  that  which 
has  been  given  of  the  groundlessness  of  this  notion 
by  Mr.  Tooke,  in  the  admirable  work  to  which  we 
have  so  often  had  occasion  to  refer  in  the  preced¬ 
ing  jiages.  He  has  shown  that  there  is  no  paral¬ 
lelism  whatever  between  the  amount  of  the  issues 
of  the  Bank  during  the  suspension,  and  the  course 
of  prices  w'hich  they  are  supposed  to  have  affected 
or  determined.  Prices  sometimes  fell  under  this 
state  of  the  currency  while  the  Bank  was  extending 
its  issues,  and  at  other  times  rose  while  it  was 
contracting  them.  But  what  is  still  more  decisive 
is  the  fact,  that,  for  the  most  part,  neither  the  rise 
nor  the  fall  of  prices  was  general,  but  while  one  class 
of  commodities  became  dearer  another  class  at  the 

*  History  of  IVicos,  ii.  79. 

•f-  See  ante,  vol.  m.  y.  657. 
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same  time  became  cheaper.  Nor  was  there,  in 
point  of  fact,  either  generally,  or  in  any  particular 
region  of  prices,  such  a  rise  or  steadily  maintained 
elevation  as  the  theory  assumes  to  have  been  pro¬ 
duced  by  the  increase  of  the  Bank  issues  :  as  there 
were  occasional  dear  years  in  what  is  looked  upon 
by  this  theory  as  the  era  of  low  prices,  so  there 
were  several  cheap  years  in  what  is  described  as 
the  succeeding  era  of  excessive  issues  and  high 
prices.  Even  the  slight  and  imperfect  sketch 
that  has  been  given  above  of  the  history  of  our 
commerce  during  the  present  period,  the  materials 
of  which  have  been  chiefly  taken  from  Mr.  Tooke’s 
work,  sufficiently  indicates  the  true  origin  and  re¬ 
gulating  causes  of  these  fluctuations.  The  low 
prices  were  in  all  cases  the  effect  of  abundance,  the 
high  prices  of  scarcity — of  abundance  and  scarcity, 
either  real  or  apprehended  ;  and  the  abundance  or 
the  scarcity  was  occasioned,  not  by  the  issues  of  the 
Bank  at  all,  but  by  the  variations  of  the  seasons 
and  the  other  circumstances  affecting  production, 
and  by  the  greater  or  less  success  of  the  measures 
that  were  taken  on  the  one  hand  to  prevent,  on  the 
other  to  carry  on  and  extend,  commercial  inter¬ 
course.  The  only  way  in  which  the  Bank  can 
have  ever  aided  in  elevating  prices  is,  that  it  may 
have  sometimes  by  an  increase  of  its  issues  en¬ 
couraged  and  assisted  the  speculative  over-trading 
of  the  moment ;  but  no  permanent  elevation  of 
prices  could  have  been  thus  produced ;  for,  as 
may  be  seen  from  the  rapid  chronological  survey 
that  has  just  been  taken,  if  such  speculation  raises 
prices  at  first,  its  inevitable  result  in  the  end,  and 
usually  after  a  very  short  time,  is  to  bring  about  a 
fall  at  least  equal  to  the  rise.  The  commodities, 
the  high  price  and  scanty  stocks  of  which 
tempted  speculation,  are  soon  made  plentiful  and 
cheap  by  the  over-importation,  or  over-production, 
in  one  or  other  of  which  the  speculative  trading 
must  have  consisted  or  issued.  The  truth  is,  that 
the  Bank  had  no  power  to  do  what  it  is  often 
charged  with  having  done  under  the  suspension  of 
cash  payments,  namely,  to  issue  any  quantity  of 
paper  it  chose.  The  fact  appears  to  be,  that  it 
is  only  a  certain  amount  of  currency,  whatever  be 
its  description,  whether  it  be  in  specie  or  in  paper, 
which  a  country  can  be  made  to  maintain  at  any 
particular  time :  money,  in  whatever  form,  is 
merely  a  commodity,  of  which  the  community  at 
any  jiarticular  moment  wants  only  so  much,  and 
will  not  he  forced  to  employ  or  absorb,  or,  as  we 
should  say  in  the  case  of  any  other  commodity,  to 
consume,  a  larger  quantity.  Individual  specu¬ 
lators,  of  course,  will  take  as  much  as  they  can 
get  of  this,  or  of  any  other  article  ;  but  what  w'e 
mean  is,  that  no  more  than  a  certain  quantity  can 
be  thrown  into  and  kept  in  general  circulation. 
Whether  it  be  in  the  form  of  specie  or  of  paper,  the 
over-issue,  or  excess  howsoever  produced,  will 
infallibly  be  throwm  off,  just  as  a  superfluous 
quantity  of  any  of  the  ingredients  would  be  re¬ 
jected  and  left  inactive  in  a  chemical  mixture. 
There  is  a  point  of  saturation  as  invincible  in 


the  one  case  as  in  the  other.  One  of  the  ways, 
it  is  true,  in  which  the  excess  of  an  inconvert¬ 
ible  paper  currency  may  be  partially  corrected, 
is  by  the  paper  becoming  depreciated,  or  losing 
part  of  its  value  as  measured  in  specie.  And  this 
did,  to  some  extent,  befall  the  paper  of  the  Bank  of 
England  during  a  portion  of  the  time  over  which 
the  suspension  of  payments  in  cash  extended.  The 
rule,  as  on  several  occasions  stated  by  themselves, 
upon  which  the  directors  then  acted  in  regulating  the 
amount  of  their  issues,  was  to  look  simply  to  the 
demand  for  the  discount  of  good  bills  at  five  per  cent. 
The  state  of  the  exchange  with  other  countries 
they  avowedly  disregarded.  If  they  had  always 
contracted  their  issues  when  the  foreign  exchanges 
w'ere  falling,  whatever  might  have  been  the  number 
of  bills  presented  to  them  for  discount  at  the 
arbitrary  rate  of  interest  they  had  fixed  upon,  it  is 
probable  that  the  immediate  inconvertibility  of 
their  paper  might  not  have  affected  its  value  at 
all.  The  effect  of  the  principle  they  followed  w'as, 
in  truth,  to  leave  the  amount  of  the  circulation  to 
be  determined  mainly  by  the  fluctuations  in  the 
current  rate  of  interest,  the  rise  of  that  rate  at  any 
moment  to  or  beyond  five  per  cent,  bringing  about 
the  demand  for  an  extension  of  their  issues,  to 
which  they  w'ere  accustomed  to  yield.  In  this  w'ay 
they,  probably,  in  some  cases,  encouraged  the 
spirit  of  speculation  which  it  would  have  been 
better  for  the  public  that  they  should  have  checked  ; 
and  they  were  also  undoubtedly  led  to  give  an 
undue  enlargement  to  the  circulation  to  some  ex¬ 
tent,  the  effect  of  which  was  a  certain  depreciation 
of  Bank  paper.  But,  after  all,  this  effect  was  pro¬ 
bably  produced  more  by  the  advances  of  the  Bank 
to  government  than  by  its  discount  of  private 
bills.  No  difference  between  the  value  of  paper 
and  that  of  gold  was  experienced  till  1801,  the 
ounce  of  gold  down  to  that  year  bringing  in 
the  market  no  higher  price  in  Bank  paper  than 
3/.  17v.  lOjcf.,  its  mint  value.  In  1801,  however, 
taking  the  average  of  the  year,  an  ounce  of  gold 
W'as  not  to  be  obtained  for  less  than  4/.  5.?.  in  Bunk 
currency,  indicating  a  depreciation  of  the  latter  to 
the  extent  of  8/.  7^.  8d.  jter  cent. ;  in  1802  the 
average  per-centage  of  depreciation  W'as  reduced  to 
7/.  5^.  lOri. ;  from  1803  to  1809  inclusive  it  was 
only  2''.  13.V.  2d.  ;  in  1810  it  rose  to  13/.  9s.  6d. ; 
in  1811  it  was  7/.  165.  lOrf.  (when  Mr.  Vansittart 
got  the  House  of  Commons  to  pass  his  famous 
third  resolution,  that  Bank-notes  had  hitherto  been, 
and  were  then,  held  to  be  equivalent  to  the  legal 
coin  of  the  realm)  ;  in  1812  it  was  20/.  Ids.  9d.. ; 
in  1813  it  was  22/.  18.?.  ;  in  1814  it  was 
25/.  25.  6d. ;  that  is  to  say,  an  ounce  of  gold  could 
not  at  that  time  be  purchased  for  less  than  .5/.  45. 
in  Bank  paper.  This,  however,  was  the  extreme 
point  to  which  the  depreciation  went;  in  1815  and 
1816  it  was  only  16/.  14?.  3d.;  in  1817  it  was 
reduced  to  2/.  13?.  2d.;  in  1819  it  rose  again  to 
4/.  95.;  but  in  1820  it  fell  to  21.  12.?.;  and  in 
1821,  on  the  resumption  of  cash  payments.  Bank 
paper  rose  to  the  full  value  of  gold.  We  are  not. 
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however,  entitled  to  assume  that  even  the  excess  of 
value  which  gold  appears  from  this  account  to 
have,  in  point  of  fact,  maintained  over  Bank  paper 
during  the  twenty  years  from  1801  to  1820  inclu¬ 
sive,  was  wholly  the  consequence  of  the  over-issue 
of  Bank  paper.  Part  of  it  may  very  possibly  have 
arisen  from  a  temporary  scarcity  of,  or,  which  is 
the  same  thing,  an  extraordinary  demand  for,  gold, 
which  would  have  raised  the  market-price  of  that 
metal  above  the  mint  price  under  any  state  of  the 
circulation.  As  for  the  issues  of  the  Bank,  it  is  to 
be  remembered  that,  although  the  immediate  con¬ 
vertibility  of  the  paper  into  gold  was  suspended, 
they  never  were  made  except  under  the  responsi¬ 
bility  imposed  by  the  expectation  that  the  system 
of  cash  payments  would  be  ultimately  resumed. 
A  few  theorists,  or  a  portion  of  the  public,  may 
have  doubted  if  the  resumption  would  ever  be 
effected  or  attempted ;  but  there  is  no  reason  to 
suppose  that  either  the  government  or  the  Bank 
directors  ever  had  any  doubt  about  the  matter. 
We  gave  in  the  last  Book  an  account  of  the  average 
amount  of  Bank  paper  in  circulation  at  various 
periods  down  to  1801.*  On  the  31st  of  August  in 
that  year,  as  there  stated,  the  entire  amount  of 
Bank  jiaper  in  circulation,  including  both  Bank 
notes  and  Bank  post-bills,  was  14,556,110/.  On 
the  same  day  in  1806  it  was  21,021,470/.  ;  but 
in  1808  it  had  been  reduced  again  to  17,111,290/. 
On  the  31st  of  August,  1810,  however,  it  was 
24,793,990/.  ;  in  1814  it  was  28,368,290/. ;  and 
in  1817  it  was  29,543,780/.  This  was  the  highest 
amount  it  ever  reached;  by  the  31st  of  August, 
1819,  it  had  declined  to  25,252,690/. ;  and  on  the 
26th  of  February,  1820,  it  was  only  23,569,150/. 
The  quantity  of  country-bank  paper  was  also,  of 
course,  considerably  augmented  during  the  suspen¬ 
sion  of  cash  payments ;  but,  after  all,  the  entire 
increase  of  the  paper  currency  that  took  place 
during  the  present  period  was,  probably,  very  little 
greater  than  was  fairly  demanded  by  the  nearly 
complete  withdrawal  of  gold  from  the  circulation, 
by  the  growth  of  the  population,  and  by  the  exten¬ 
sion  of  commercial  transactions.  The  amount  of 
bullion  in  the  coffers  of  the  Bank,  which  had  been 
7,000,780/.  on  the  31stof  August,  1799,  gradually 
declined  till  it  was  only  3,592,500/.  in  1803.  From 
this  point  of  depression  it  rose  to  be  7,624,500/. 
in  1805  ;  and  in  1808  it  was  still  6,015,940/.  In 
1809,  how'ever,  it  was  only  3,652,480/.;  and  by 
1814  it  had  sunk  to  2,097,680/.  It  was  never 
again  so  low  as  this,  though  it  varied  much  in  sub¬ 
sequent  vears ;  having  been  7,562,780/.  in  1816, 
11,668,260/.  in  1817,  6,363,160/.  in  1818, 
3,595,360/.  in  1819,  and  again  8,211,080/.  in 
August,  1820.  On  the  31st  of  August,  1823,  it 
was  12,658,240/.  But  it  often  underwent  great 
fluctuations  even  in  the  course  of  the  same  year. 
Since  the  resumption  of  cash  payments,  and  the 
consequent  regulation  of  the  currency  principally 
through  the  action  of  the  foreign  exchanges, 
that  is  to  say,  its  increase  during  a  favourable 
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state  of  the  exchanges,  when  bullion  is  sent  to 
the  Bank  to  be  exchanged  for  notes,  and  its  di¬ 
minution  by  the  demand  for  gold  in  the  opjio- 
site  state  of  things,  the  directors  have,  as  far  as 
possible,  made  it  a  rule  to  have  always  as  much 
coin  and  bullion  in  their  coffers  as  should  together 
amount,  when  the  exchange  is  at  par,  to  a  third 
part  of  the  Bank’s  liabilities,  including  deposits  as 
well  as  issues.  In  1816  the  capital  of  the  Bank 
was  raised  to  14,553,000/. ;  and  in  1807  the  divi¬ 
dends  had  been  raised  to  10  per  cent.,  at  which 
rate  they  remained  till  1823,  when  they  were  re¬ 
duced  to  8  per  cent. 

The  territory  under  the  government  of  the  East 
India  Company  wms  increased  by  the  acquisition 
in  1800  of  his  portion  of  Mysore  from  the  Nizam, 
in  1801  of  the  Carnatic  from  the  Nabob  of  Arcot, 
and  of  Rohilcund  and  the  Dooab  from  the  Subah- 
dar  of  Glide,  in  1802  of  part  of  Bundelcund  from 
the  Peishwa,  in  1803  of  Cuttack  and  Balasore 
from  the  Rajah  of  Berar,  in  1804  of  Delhi  and 
other  possessions  from  Dowdut  Rao  Scindia,  in 
1805  of  part  of  Gujerat  from  the  Guicomar.  The 
state  of  the  Indian  trade  during  the  earlier  portion 
of  the  present  period  may  be  collected  from  the 
following  figures.  The  number  of  ships  sent  out 
by  the  company  was  49  in  1800,  39  in  1801,  and 
in  the  nine  succeeding  years  ranged  between  46 
and  55.  The  value  of  merchandise  e.xported  bv 
the  company  was  1,702,810/.  in  1800,  2,116,812/. 
in  1802,  1,825,689/.  m  1804,2,045,527/.  in  1807, 
1,876,872/.  in  1810.  But  large  quantities  of 
bullion  were  also  sent  out  in  some  of  these  years, 
especially  in  1802  and  1804,  in  which  last  year  the 
amount  was  1,933,538/.  No  bullion  was  sent  out 
after  1807.  The  entire  value  of  the  imports  from 
India  was  10,323,452/.  in  1800;  but,  as  it  never 
had  been  quite  so  large  before  (though  it  was  very 
nearly  so  both  in  1798  and  1799),  so  it  never 
reached  the  same  amount  again.  It  was  8,237,035/. 
in  1809,  and  9,572,358/.  in  1810.  Of  these  sums 
the  goods  belonging  to  the  company  formed 
7,602,041/.  in  1800,  and  only  5,977,058/.  in  1810. 
Meanwhile  the  portion  of  the  imports  belonging  to 
the  private  trade,  carried  on  by  permission  of 
the  companv,  had  been  2,382,092/.  in  1800, 
3.512,375/.  in  1802,  1,916,101/.  in  1809,  and 
was  3,259,900/.  in  1810.  In  the  four  years  from 
1811  to  1814  inclusive,  the  average  annual  exports 
of  the  company  amounted  to  2,145,365/. ;  namely, 
to  India  1,119,514/.,  to  China  1,025,851/.  The 
company’s  charter  was  renewed  for  twenty  years 
in  1813  by  the  act  53  Geo.  III.,  c.  155,  by  which 
the  trade  to  India  was  throivn  open,  and  only  that 
to  Ciiina  left  in  the  exclusive  possession  of  the 
company.  Further  additions  of  territory  were  ac¬ 
quired  in  1815  from  the  Rajah  of  Nepaul,  in 

1817  from  the  Peishwa  and  the  Guicomar,  and  in 

1818  from  the  Peishwa,  Dowlut  Rao  Scindia,  and 
Holkar.  From  the  date  of  the  renewal  of  the 
charter  the  annual  exports  to  India  by  private 
traders  far  exceeded  those  of  the  company.  In 
1814  those  of  the  company  amounted  to 
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826, .558/.,  those  by  private  traders  to  1,048,132/.; 
in  1816  the  value  of  the  company’s  exports  was 
633,546/.,  that  of  those  of  the  private  traders 
1,955,909/. ;  in  1818  the  company’s  exports 
were  553,385/.,  those  of  the  private  traders 
3,018,719/.  ;  in  1819  the  company’s  were 
760,508/.,  those  of  the  private  traders  1,586,575/. 
In  1832  the  value  of  the  company’s  exports  had 
fallen  to  149,193/.,  while  that  of  the  exports  by 
private  traders  had  increased  to  3,601,093/.  On 
the  whole,  however,  the  trade  to  India  did  not 
grow  rapidly  under  the  new  arrangement :  the  total 
value  of  the  exports  thither  both  by  the  compaiiy 
and  by  private  traders  was  3,544,395/.  in  1821, 
and  was  no  more  than  3,635,051/.  in  1831,  and 
no  more  than  3,750,286/.  in  1832.  The  trade  to 
China  was  also  thrown  open,  and  the  powers  and 
privileges  of  the  company  as  a  commercial  associa¬ 
tion  entirely  put  an  end  to,  in  1833. 

The  preparations  for  the  resumption  of  cash 
payments  by  the  Bank  towards  the  close  of  the 
present  period  had  been  preceded  by  a  complete 
reform  both  of  the  gold  and  silver  coinage  of  the 
realm.  It  has  been  mentioned  in  the  last  Book, 
that,  in  1797,  immediately  after  the  suspension  of 
payments  in  cash,  the  Bank,  to  assist  in  filling  the 
vacuum  in  the  circulation  left  by  the  disappearance 
of  guineas,  resorted,  among  other  expedients,  to 
an  issue  of  Spanish  dollars  re-stamped  with  the 
king’s  head,  which  continued  current  till  the  end 
of  October  in  that  year.  They  passed  for  4s.  9c/. 
each.  Afterwards  the  Bank  coined  dollars  of  its 
own,  which  passed  for  5.s.,  till,  in  March,  1811,  it 
was  found  necessary  to  recall  them,  and  receive 
them  back  at  the  rate  of  5s.  6c/.  A  few  months 
afterwards  their  place  was  supplied  by  an  issue  of 
tliree-shilling  and  eighteen-penny  tokens,  which 
continued  in  circulation  till  1816.  The  increased 
value  which  had  been  attained  by  tbe  Bank  dollars 
was  an  evidence,  and,  in  some  degree,  a  measure 
of  the  depreciation  which  had  been  undergone  by 
the  regular  silver  coinage  of  the  country.  That 
coinage,  indeed,  many  of  the  pieces  of  which  that 
still  continued  in  circulation  were  of  the  reigns  of 
the  first  and  second  Georges,  and  were  worn  to 
little  more  than  half  their  original  thickness,  besides 
having  become  crooked  and  shapeless,  and  lost  all 
trace  of  the  impression  they  had  once  borne,  was 
reduced  to  such  a  state  as  imperatively  to  demand 
its  suppression.  It  appears  that  whatever  new 
shillings  and  sixpences  had  been  coined  from  time 
to  time  had  disappeared  as  soon  as  they  were 
issued,  having  been  converted  into  bullion,  in 
which  state  they  were  more  valuable  than  in  the 
shape  of  coin.  This  was  the  consequence  of  the 
principle  that  had  been  adopted  in  regard  to  the 
coinage  of  silver,  of  returning  to  all  who  brought 
that  metal  to  the  Mint  to  be  converted  into  coin  a 
quantity  of  coin  equal  in  weight  to  the  quantity  of 
standard  silver  received  from  them,  the  ex])ense  of 
the  coining  being  borne  by  the  public.  In  the  re¬ 
formation  of  the  coinage  which  was  at  length  de¬ 
termined  upon  in  1816  (on  the  report  of  a  com- 
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mittee  of  council  which  had  been  appointed  so  long 
ago  as  in  February,  1798),  it  was  resolved  to  aban¬ 
don  this  principle  and  practice,  to  make  gold  and 
not  silver  the  legal  standard  coin  of  the  realm,  and, 
by  coining  the  pound  troy  weight  of  silver  into 
sixty-six  instead  of  only  sixty-two  shillings  as 
heretofore,  to  subject  the  coinage  of  that  metal  to 
such  a  seignorage  as  would  tend  for  the  future  to 
keep  the  king’s  money  out  of  the  melting-pot.  It 
was  arranged  also  that  gold  (upon  which  no 
seignorage  was  to  be  imposed)  should  no  longer 
be  coined  into  guineas  (or  pieces  of  the  value  of 
twenty-one  shillings),  half  guineas,  and  seven¬ 
shilling  pieces,  but  into  new  denominations  of  sove¬ 
reigns,  corresponding  in  value  to  the  nominal 
money  pound  of  twenty  shillings,  and  half  sove¬ 
reigns.  All  the  old  silver  was  accordingly  called 
in,  and  exchanged  for  the  new  money,  in  February, 
1817  ;  and  the  new  sovereigns  and  half  sovereigns 
were  issued  in  July  of  the  same  year.  Finally,  in 
1819,  by  the  act  59  Geo.  III.  c.  49,  all  the  old 
prohibitions  against  the  exportation  of  the  coinage 
of  the  realm  (which  had  long  proved  quite  ineffi¬ 
cient  for  their  professed  purpose,  and  only  a  source 
of  annoyance)  were  repealed,  and  it  was  declared 
that  both  gold  and  silver  coins  might  be  freely  both 
exported  and  imported,  not  only  without  payment 
of  any  duty,  but  even  without  being  either  reported 
or  entered  at  the  Custom-house.  Scarcely  anv 
silver  had  been  coined  at  the  Mint  for  many  years 
before  1816  ;  the  quantity  coined  in  that  year 
amounted  to  1,805,251/. ;  that  coined  in  1817  to 
2,436,297/. ;  that  coined  in  1818  to  576,279/.  ; 
that  coined  in  1819  to  1,267,272/. ;  making  in  all 
above  6,000,000/.  in  these  four  years  ;  and  there 
w^re  further  large  coinages  of  silver  almost  in 
every  year  down  to  1826  inclusive.  There  had 
been  large  coinages  of  gold  in  almost  every  year 
from  1790  to  1811  inclusive;  the  quantity  of  gold 
coined  between  1790  and  1798  (both  inclusive) 
amounted  to  above  17,000,000/. ;  and  even  in  the 
next  thirteen  years,  when  there  was  no  gold  cir¬ 
culation  at  home,  and  the  pieces  were  only  wanted 
by  the  government  for  its  foreign  payments,  gold 
was  coined  to  the  amount  of  between  4,000,000/. 
and  5,000,000/.  more.  There  was  no  gold  coinage 
in  1812,  but,  in  1813,  gold  was  coined  to  the 
amount  of  519,722/.  This  was  tbe  last  coinage  of 
guineas  ;  the  first  coinage  of  sovereigns,  in  1817, 
amounted  to  4,275,337/.;  that  of  1818  to 
2,862,373/. ;  and  gold  has  continued  to  be  coined 
in  large  quantities  almost  every  year  since  then. 

The  history  of  the  Useful  Arts  in  England  during 
the  last  twenty  years  of  the  reign  of  George  III., 
unlike  that  for  the  period  of  about  the  same  length 
at  the  commencement  of  the  reign,  embraced  in 
our  first  Book,  is  rather  a  history  of  progress  and 
realization  than  of  invention.  At  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  the  reign  every  department  of  the  national 
industry,  with  but  few  and  trifling  exceptions,  was 
either  at  a  very  low  ebb,  or  was  cramped  by  the 
imperfection  of  its  machinery  and  processes,  and, 
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in  some  cases,  also  by  the  effect  of  injudicious 
legislation.  The  two  preceding  Books  show  how 
almost  every  important  desideratum  was  succes¬ 
sively  supplied,  and  almost  every  obstacle  to  the 
full  development  of  the  commercial  and  manu¬ 
facturing  greatness  of  Britain  was  in  turn  grap¬ 
pled  with  and  overcome  by  the  daring  energy  of 
her  engineers,  the  inexhaustible  ingenuity  of  her 
mechanics,  chemists,  and  artizans,  and  the  per¬ 
severing  industry  and  enterprise  of  her  manufac¬ 
turers.  Brindley  and  Smeaton,  Whitworth  and 
Telford,  were  the  most  prominent  among  those  who 
established  a  new  and  invaluable  system  of  inter¬ 
communication,  which  laid  open  the  resources  of 
the  country,  gave  to  its  inland  towns  the  advan¬ 
tages  of  water-carriage,  and  brought  the  immense 
deposits  of  “hoarded  power  ”  in  her  coal-mines 
into  close  connexion  with  the  various  seats  of  ma¬ 
nufacturing  industry;  and  Watt  supplied,  in  the 
improved  steam-engine,  a  moving-power  at  once 
cheap  and  manageable,  independent  of  local  cir¬ 
cumstances,  and  boundless  in  its  energy.  The  ex¬ 
tended  application  of  coal  in  the  iron  manufacture 
relieved  it  from  a  difficulty  which  already  checked 
its  progress,  and  which  could  only  have  increased 
in  magnitude  had  not  such  a  remedy  been  applied ; 
and  the  consequent  cheapness  of  iron  favoured,  in 
a  most  important  degree,  the  application  of  ma¬ 
chinery  to  other  departments  of  industry.  Wedg¬ 
wood  brought  about  so  great  an  improvement  in 
our  potteries,  that  England,  no  longer  dependent 
upon  foreign  countries  for  vessels  for  domestic  use, 
became  an  exporting  country  ;  while  a  commercial 
revolution  of  unparalleled  importance  was  wrought 
in  the  manufactures  of  cotton,  by  the  perfection  of 
spinning-machinery  and  the  introduction  of  the 
factory  system ;  a  revolution  which  included  also 
material  cha-.iges  in  the  manufactures  of  wool, 
linen,  and  silks,  and  in  the  external  trade  of  the 
country.  The  commencement  of  these  great 
changes  is  treated  of  in  the  first  Book,  the  period 
embraced  by  which  was  essentially  an  era  of  in¬ 
vention  ;  in  the  second  Book  their  progress  is 
traced  to  the  close  of  the  eighteenth  century,  with 
a  degree  of  minuteness  called  for  by  the  wide- 
spreading  ramifications  of  the  newly  revived  and 
extended  industry  of  the  nation ;  and  it  now  re¬ 
mains  to  show,  more  by  a  few  brief  notices  of  the 
jirincipal  branches  than  by  any  attempt  to  describe 
every  department  that  has  experienced  great  im¬ 
provement  or  extension,  the  astonishing  magni¬ 
tude  and  activity  to  which  that  industry  attained 
before  the  death  of  George  III. 

Notwithstanding  the  numerous  acts  which  had 
been  passed  for  the  construction  and  improvement 
of  turnpike  roads,  the  constant  complaints  of 
their  generally  imperfect  condition,  and  the  occa¬ 
sional  examples  of  roads  which,  being  in  the  hands 
of  intelligent  surveyors,  were  kept  in  excellent 
order,  the  art  of  road-making  was,  until  after  the 
close  of  the  eighteenth  century,  so  little  understood 
as  hardly  to  deserve  the  name  of  a  science;  but 
during  the  period  now  under  review,  the  discredit- 
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able  condition  of  this  branch  of  the  national  in¬ 
dustry,  which  was  probably  to  be  attributed  in  a 
considerable  degree  to  the  defective  system  of 
management  by  turnpike  trusts,  was  in  a  great 
measure  removed  by  the  efforts  of  numerous  en¬ 
lightened  men,  among  whom  the  names  of  Telford 
and  MacAdam  claim  special  notice.  With  but  few 
exceptions,  even  the  principal  roads  were  laid  out 
on  the  natural  surface  of  the  ground,  without  re¬ 
gard  to  the  enormous  loss  of  power  incurred  in 
passing  over  the  numerous  undulations  of  such  a 
road.  Their  course,  instead  of  being  straight,  or 
laid  out  in  gentle  sweeps,  at  once  pleasing  to  the 
eye  and  safe  for  the  rapid  transit  of  carriages,  was 
often  dictated  by  the  arbitrary  divisions  of  the 
adjoining  lands,  with  the  effect  of  both  unneces- 
sardy  increasing  the  length  of  the  roads  and  fill¬ 
ing  them  with  inconvenient  angles.  Instead  of 
being  of  a  uniform  width,  calculated  for  the 
amount  of  traffic  to  be  accommodated,  they  were  in 
some  places  so  narrow  as  to  render  the  meeting  of 
two  carriages  dangerous  or  inconvenient,  while  in 
others  they  spread  out  to  an  unnecessary  ampli¬ 
tude,  involving  of  course  increased  expense  of 
maintenance.  No  sufficient  care  was  exercised  to 
remove  such  trees  and  hedges  as  might  intercept 
the  free  action  of  the  sun  and  wind,  so  essential  to 
the  preservation  of  a  road  in  good  order,  nor  were 
adequate  pains  taken  to  experiment  upon  and  pro¬ 
cure  the  best  materials  for  repairing  the  surface. 
In  addition  to  this,  many  of  the  carriages  used  were, 
in  consequence  of  absurd  legislation  respecting  the 
form  and  width  of  tire  of  wheels,  the  width  of 
carriages,  and  various  other  points,  adapted  rather 
for  cutting  up  the  surface  of  a  road,  and  grinding 
the  stones  of  which  it  was  formed  to  powder,  than 
for  easy  draught,  or  for  rolling  along  the  roads 
with  the  least  possible  injury.  The  great  work  of 
reformation  was  most  effectually  commenced  in  the 
wild  district  of  the  Flighlands  of  Scotland.  Sir 
Henry  Parnell  mentions,  among  other  circum¬ 
stances  which  indicated  a  spirit  of  improvement  in 
the  northern  division  of  the  island,  that  the  practice 
of  laying  out  roads  with  the  spirit-level  was  intro¬ 
duced  into  Scotland,  and  more  especially  into  the 
district  of  Galloway,  about  the  year  1790,  by  Lord 
Daer.*  The  value  of  good  roads  had  been  ren¬ 
dered  especially  evident  in  Scotland  by  the  effects 
of  the  military  roads  which  were  formed  through 
the  Highlands  in  consequence  of  the  rebellion  of 
1715,  and  which  were  subsequently  extended  after 
that  of  1745  ;  but  these  roads,  which  at  length  were 
carried  out  to  an  aggregate  of  about  eight  hundred 
miles,  and  contained  upwards  of  a  thousand  bridges, 
were  not  formed  upon  the  principles  best  adapted 
for  conferring  benefits  on  the  civil  interests  of  the 
community,  although  their  utility  became  so  evident 
that  they  were,  in  some  parts,  maintained  at  the 
public  expense  long  after  they  ceased  to  be  re¬ 
quired  for  military  purposes.  At  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  the  nineteeiuh  century  these  military  roads 
w  ere  very  inadequate  to  the  necessities  of  tlie  po- 

•  Treatise  ou  Reads,  second  i*ditioa,  p.  27. 
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pulation ;  but  about  that  time  Thomas  Telford, 
whose  enterprising  improvements  in  canal  engineer¬ 
ing  are  noticed  in  a  previous  Book,*  was  engaged 


Thomas  Telford. 


to  stirvey  that  district  of  the  island,  and  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  his  report,  which  was  delivered  to  the 
lords  of  the  treasury  in  1802,  it  was  determined 
to  carry  into  execution  a  comprehensive  plan  of 
improvement,  and^the  board  of  “  Commissioners 
of  Highland  Roads  and  Bridges  ”  was  formed  to 
sui)erintend  the  necessary  works,  almost  all  of 
which  were  both  designed  by  and  constructed 
under  the  immediate  direction  of  Telford.  In  con¬ 
sequence  of  subsequent  additions  to  the  orit^inal 
plan,  the  works  executed  under  this  commission 
were  neither  confined  to  the  district  commonly 
called  the  Highlands,  nor  to  the  construction  of 
roads  and  bridges ;  but  the  commission  also 
superintended  the  improvement  of  the  road  from 
Glasgow  to  Carlisle ;  of  the  Lanarkshire  roads ;  of 
numerous  harbours,  of  which  the  most  important 
were  those  of  Peterhead,  Banff,  Frazerburgh,  Fort- 
rose,  Cullen,  and  Rirkwall  j  and  also,  under  a 
parliamentary  grant  of  1823,  the  erection  of  several 
Highland  churches  and  manses.  During  a  period 
of  twenty-five  years  from  the  establishment  of  this 
commission,  the  whole  of  Scotland,  from  its  southern 
boundary,  near  Carlisle,  to  the  northern  extremity 
of  Caithness,  and  from  Aberdeenshire  on  the  east 
to  the  Argyleshire  islands  on  the  west,  was  inter¬ 
sected  by  roads  of  the  most  excellent  character 
those  in  the  more  strictly  mountainous  districts 
being  admirably  adapted  to  the  peculiarities  of 
their  situation,  and  being  everywhere  laid  out  with 
moderate  inclinations,  notwithstanding  the  rugged¬ 
ness  of  the  country.  The  total  extent  of  the  new 
roads  formed  under  this  commission  was  about  a 
thousand  miles  ;  and  the  number  of  bridges  erected 
across  some  of  the  largest  rivers  in  the  country,  as 
well  as  numerous  minor  streams,  many  of  which 
bear  the  character  of  mountain  torrents,  was  about 
twelve  hundred  ;  yet  in  so  substantial  and  scientific 
a  manner  was  this  performed,  that  only  five  of  this 
large  number  have  since  required  to  be  renewed, 

•  Seo  ante,  vol.  iii.,  pp.  670,  671. 


notwithstanding  the  peculiar  difficulties  of  a  moun¬ 
tainous  and  stormy  region.  The  expense  of  these 
roads  was  defrayed  in  equal  portions  by  parlia¬ 
mentary  grants  and  by  local  contributions  ;  and 
the  effect  of  their  construction  has  been  to  raise  the 
inhabitants  of  the  district  in  an  extraordinary 
degree  in  the  scale  of  civilization,  by  exciting  in¬ 
dustry  and  intercourse  with  other  parts  of  the 
country.  In  the  valuable  record  of  Telford’s  prin¬ 
cipal  constructions,  which  w'as  prepared  by  himself, 
and  published  shortly  afeer  his  death,  it  is  stated 
that,  before  the  commencement  of  the  present  cen¬ 
tury,  no  public  coach  or  other  regular  vehicle  of 
conveyance  existed  in  the  Highlands;  and  that, 
though  an  attempt  was  made  in  the  year  1800  to 
establish  coaches  between  Inverness  and  Perth, 
and  betw'een  Inverness  and  Aberdeen,  it  was  found 
necessary,  after  a  short  trial,  to  discontinue  them, 
on  account  of  the  imperfect  state  of  the  roads,  and  the 
very  limited  extent  of  the  then  existing  intercourse 
between  those  places.  It  was  not  until  the  years 
1806  and  1811  that  coaches  were  regularly  esta¬ 
blished  ill  those  directions,  and  these  were  the 
earliest  stage-coaches  which  ran  regularly  along 
the  roads  of  the  Scottish  Highlands.* 

It  was  upon  the  Glasgow  and  Carlisle  road  that 
Telford  made  the  first  trial  of  his  peculiar  system 
of  road-making,  the  main  feature  of  which  is  the 
laying  of  a  surface  of  broken  stone,  technically 
called  metal,  upon  a  rough  but  carefully  laid  pave¬ 
ment  of  large  stones.  This  plan  of  road-making 
Telford  subsequently  obtained  an  opportunity  of 
carrying  into  effect  upon  a  large  scale,  and  under 
the  most  favourable  circumstances,  upon  the  ex¬ 
tended  line  of  road  from  London  to  Flolyhead, 
which  formed,  until  the  recent  establishment  of 
railways,  the  principal  line  of  communication  with 
Ireland. 


Of  other  persons  who  took  an  active  part  in  the 
improvement  of  our  roads  during  the  period  under 
review,  the  name  of  John  Loudon  MacAdam  stands 
too  prominent  to  be  passed  over.  Mr.  MacAdam 
began  to  take  peculiar  interest  in  the  subject  of 
road-making  while  holding  the  office  of  a  magis¬ 
trate  and  commissioner  of  roads  in  Scotland,  be¬ 
tween  the  years  1783  and  1798,  but  in  the  latter 
year  he  removed  to  Bristol,  and  began  to  devote 
himself  to  the  subject  as  a  settled  pursuit.  At 
the  commencement  of  the  year  1816  he  was 
appointed  surveyor  of  the  turnpike  roads  in  the 
Bristol  district,  which  were  then  in  a  most  de¬ 
plorable  condition  ;  but  which  by  the  judicious  im¬ 
provements  which  he  introduced  were  soon  brought 
into  so  excellent  a  state  as  to  attract  the  attention  of 
road  trustees  in  various  other  parts  of  the  country. 
The  main  feature  of  MacAdam’s  system,  which  has 
lierhaps  become  more  extensively  known  than  it 
otherwdse  might  have  been,  because,  as  has  been 
remarked,  his  name  was  so  readily  macadamizabi e 
into  a  verb,  consists  in  breaking  the  stones  of  which 

*  Life  of  Thomas  Telford,  civil  engineer,  written  hy  himself;  con- 
'y-criplive  narrative  of  ids  professional  labours :  Appendix 
p.  460.  The  work  was  edited  by  Jolin  Rickman,  Esq.,  one  of  Telford's 
executors,  by  wliom  a  preface  and  supplement  were  addeil. 
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the  surface  of  the  road  consists  into  very  small 
pieces,  which  naturally  become  of  an  angular  form, 
and  excluding  all  soft  or  earthy  material  from 
amongst  them.  It  is  unnecessary  here  to  enter  into 
an  explanation  of  the  differences  which  exist  between 
the  systems  of  Telford  and  MacAdam,  and  which 
have  occasioned  considerable  discussion.  Both  sys¬ 
tems  have  been  highly  important  in  their  results, 
and,  without  subscribing  to  all  the  details  of  Mac- 
Adam’s  plan  of  road-making  and  repairing,  it  must 
be  admitted  that  he  and  his  sons  have  taken  no 
inconsiderable  part  in  the  progressive  series  of  im¬ 
provements  by  which  the  roads  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland  have  been  made  the  admiration  of  the 
civilized  world.  No  better  proof  need  be  cited  of 
their  superiority  than  the  admiration  expressed  by 
the  Baron  Dupin,  in  his  work  on  ‘  The  Com¬ 
mercial  Power  of  Great  Britain,’  which  appeared 
soon  after  the  close  of  the  period  over  which  our 
present  survey  extends. 

From  returns  published  by  a  select  committee  of 
the  House  of  Commons  in  1820,  it  appears  that, 


without  making  any  allowance  for  a  few  districts 
from  which  no  returns  could  be  obtained,  the 
aggregate  length  of  the  paved  streets  and  turnpike- 
roads  in  England  and  Wales  in  the  year  1818 
was  about  19,725  miles,  and  the  aggregate  length 
of  other  public  highways  about  95,104  miles, 
making  a  grand  total  of  114,829  miles  of  road, 
which,  compared  with  the  superficial  extent  of  the 
country,  gives  nearly  two  miles  of  road  to  every 
square  mile  of  surface.  We  have  no  return  of  the 
length  of  roads  in  Scotland  at  the  same  time  ;  but 
about  ten  years  later,  when  the  extent  of  turnpike- 
roads  in  England  and  Wales  had  increased  by 
about  a  thousand  miles,  the  turnpike-roads  in 
Scotland  amounted  to  3606  miles.*  Of  the  other 
highways  of  Scotland,  or  of  the  roads  of  Ireland, 
we  are  unable  to  give  any  account  j  but  before  the 
close  of  the  reign  of  George  III.  the  latter  country 
had  begun  to  experience  in  some  districts,  in  a 
degree  proportionate  to  their  previously  isolated 
and  barbarous  condition,  the  civilizing  results 

♦  Report  of  a  Select  Committee  of  the  House  of  Lords,  in  1833, 
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which  follow  the  construction  of  good  channels  of 
communication. 

Although  more  than  five  hundred  years  were 
suffered  to  elapse  between  the  erection  of  the  struc¬ 
ture  which,  under  the  name  of  Old  London  Bridge, 
remained  in  use  until  the  year  1831,  and  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  a  second  bridge  across  the  Thames, 
the  short  period  embraced  in  the  present  book  wit¬ 
nessed  the  commencement  and  completion  of  three 
metropolitan  bridges,  any  one  of  which  would  be 
deserving  of  notice  merely  as  a  work  of  art.  Of 
these  the  most  interesting  is  that  which  is  now 
called,  in  commemoration  of  the  great  victory  of 
1815,  Waterloo  Bridge,  but  which  was  originally 
called,  from  the  street  to  which  it  leads  on  the 
northern  side  of  the  river,  the  Strand  Bridge. 
The  act  of  parliament  for  this  undertaking  was 
obtained  in  1809,  but  tbe  works  w'ere  not  actually 
commenced  until  1811,  the  first  stone  being  laid 
on  the  1 1th  of  October  in  that  year.  This  noble 
structure,  which  was  erected  by  the  late  John 
Rennie,  was  constructed  of  granite,  in  the  most 


perfect  and  durable  manner.  The  river  Thames, 
at  the  point  selected  for  this  bridge,  extends  to  a 
gi  eater  width  than  at  any  other  of  the  bridges,  the 
clear  w'aterw'ay  under  the  arches  being  1080  feet, 
while  that  of  the  New  London  Bridge,  lower  down 
the  stream,  is  only  690  feet ;  and  the  bridge 
proper  consists  of  nine  elliptical  arches  of  120  feet 
span.  The  length  of  the  bridge  itself  is  1326 
feet,  and  the  width  of  the  roadway  is  70  feet,  but 
with  the  abutments  and  the  ranges  of  brick  arches 
at  each  end  (39  on  the  Surrey  and  16  on  the 
Middlesex  shore),  the  total  length  of  the  structure 
is  2456  feet.  Without  alluding  further  to  the 
details  of  this  admirable  work,  which  was  opened 
to  the  public  on  the  I8th  of  June,  1817,  and  upon 
which  more  than  a  million  of  money  was  expended, 
we  conclude  our  notice  of  it  with  the  remark  of  a 
recent  writer,  to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  several 
of  the  particulars  here  given  of  this  and  the  other 
recent  metropolitan  bridges,  that  “  as  we  gaze 
long  and  earnestly  on  that  exquisite  combination 
of  all  that  is  most  valuable  in  bridge  architecture 
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with  all  that  is  most  beautiful — the  broad  and  level 
roadway,  and  the  light  and  elegant  balustrade,  the 
almost  indestructible  foundations,  and  the  airy 
sweep  of  the  arches  they  support — we  feel  the 
justice  of  Canova’s  opinion,  that  this  is  the  finest 
bridge  in  Europe ;  and  we  can  appreciate  the 
great  artist’s  enthusiasm  when  he  added  that  it 
v'as  alone  worth  coming  from  Rome  to  London  to 
see.”  # 

Vauxhall  Bridge,  originally  called  Regent  Bridge, 
was  the  first  extensive  bridge  erected  near  London 
with  iron  arches,  and  it  presents  a  remarkably  light 
and  elegant  example  of  such  a  structure  ;  it  is  said, 
indeed,  to  be  the  lightest  bridge  of  the  kind  in 
Europe.  The  piers  are  of  stone,  and  the  masonry 
was  commenced  in  May,  1811.  The  entire  work, 
which  comprises  nine  arches  of  T8  feet  span,  sup¬ 
porting  a  roadway  36  feet  wide,  was  completed  in 
1816,  at  a  cost  of  about  300,000/.  The  act  of 
parliament  for  Southwark  Bridge,  the  last  of  the 
three  metropolitan  bridges  completed  within  this 
period,  was  obtained  in  1811,  the  year  in  which 

*  London,  vol.  iii.  p.  165.  Dupin  also  speaks  of  tliis  bridge,  of 
whicli  he  gives  a  minute  description,  in  terms  of  enthusiastic  admira¬ 
tion.  "  If,’’  he  says,  “  from  the  incalculable  effect  of  the  revolutions 
to  which  empires  are  subject,  the  people  of  the  earth  should  one  day 
inquire,  ‘  Which  was  formerly  the  New  Phoenicia,  and  the  fPestem 
Pyre,  which  covered  the  ocean  with  her  vessels  ?’  the  greater  part  of 
her  edifices,  consumed  by  a  destructive  climate,  will  no  longer  stand 
to  answer  with  the  dumb  language  of  monuments,  but  the  Strand 
bridge  will  ever  exist  to  repeat,  to  tlie  most  remote  generations,  ' 
‘  Here  stood  a  rich,  iudustrious,  and  powerful  city.’  The  traveller, 
at  this  sight,  will  imagine  that  some  great  prince  sought  to  signalise 
the  end  of  his  reign  by  many  years  of  labour,  and  to  immortalize 
the  glory  of  his  actions  by  this  imposing  structure.  Kut,  if  tradition 
tell  him.  that  six  years  sufficed  to  begin  and  complete  the  work — if 
he  learn  tliat  a  mere  company  of  merchants  built  this  mass,  worthy 
of  Sesustris  and  the  Caesars — he  will  the  more  admire  the  nation 
where  similar  enterprises  could  be  the  fruit  of  the  efforts  of  a  few 
merchants  and  private  individuals.  And,  if  he  should  then  reflect  on 
the  causes  of  the  prosperity  of  empires,  he  will  understand  that  such 
a  nation  must  have  possessed  wise  laws,  powerful  institutions,  and  a 
well  protected  liberty;  for  these  are  stamped  in  the  grandeur  and 
utility  of  the  works  completed  by  her  citizens.” — Commercial  Power 
(f/  Great  Britain,  English  translation,  18fi5,  vol.  ii.  pp*  359,  360. 
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the  other  two  were  commenced,  but  the  works  were 
not  actually  begun  until  1814.  This  bridge  was 
completed  in  April,  1819,  and  it  forms  a  no  less  re¬ 
markable  or  imposing  monument  to  the  fame  of  its 
designer,  Rennie,  than  the  far  different  stone  bridge 
before  noticed.  As  an  iron  bridge  it  stands  with- 


out  a  rival  in  the  world,  its  centre  arch  being  of 
240  feet  span,  or  somewhat  wider  than  the  cele¬ 
brated  iron  bridge  at  Sunderland,*  while  the  other 
two  are  of  210  feet  each.  The  river  being  com¬ 
paratively  narrow  at  the  point  where  this  bridge  is 
erected,  the  whole  width  is  spanned  by  these  three 
gigantic  arches ;  but  owing  to  the  contraction  of 
the  channel,  the  depth  of  the  water  was  so  much 
greater  than  at  Waterloo  Bridge,  as  to  occasion,  in 
connexion  with  the  vast  span  and  weight  of  the 
arches,  greater  difficulties  than  were  involved  in 

*•  See  ante,  vol.  iii.  p.  679.- 
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Southwark  Bridge. 


that  undertaking.  Tlie  cost  of  Southwark  Bridge, 
which,  like  both  of  the  preceding,  was  erected  by 
a  joint-stock  company,  was  about  800,000/.  As 
the  old  London  Bridge  has  been  removed,  and  the 
new  one  erected  by  Sir  John  Rennie  from  tlic  de¬ 
signs  of  his  father,  wlm  died  in  1821,  it  may  be 
justly  said  that  we  owe  one-half  of  the  six  mag¬ 
nificent  bridges  which  span  the  Thames  at  the 
metropolis  to  the  genius  of  the  late  John  Rennie, 
whose  remains  were  deposited  in  St.  Paul’s  Ca¬ 


thedral,  in  acknowledgment  of  the  claim  which  his 
distinguished  services  have  given  him  to  the  na¬ 
tional  esteem  and  gratitude. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  circumstances  in  the 
history  of  civil  engineering  during  the  period  em¬ 
braced  in  the  present  Book,  is  the  introduction  of 
sus])ension-bridges  and  piers  of  wrought-iron. 
Though,  however,  sueh  structures  may  be  con¬ 
sidered  as  a  recent  addition  to  the  resources  of  the 
engineer,  their  origin  is  of  early  date.  Rope- 
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bridges  have  been  used  in  India  and  in  South 
America,  perhaps  we  may  say  from  time  imme¬ 
morial ;  and  Ware,  in  his  ‘  Tracts  on  Vaults  and 
Bridges,’  refers  to  Kircher  and  Ogilby  for  the 
details  of  an  iron  chain-bridge,  called  the  bridge  of 
Junnan  or  Yunnan,  in  China,  which  is  supposed 
to  have  been  erected  about  a.d.  65,  and  the  length 
of  which  is  said  to  be  or  to  have  been  20  Chinese 
perches,  or  200  cubits.  A  small  foot-bridge  of 
iron  chains  was  constructed  across  the  Tees,  near 
Middleton,  before  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth 
century ;  and,  in  1796,  the  first  iron  suspension- 
bridge  erected  in  America  was  thrown  across 
Jacob’s  Creek,  between  Union  Town  and  Green- 
burgh,  by  Mr.  Phnlay,  who  subsequently,  in 
1801,  obtained  a  patent  for  the  construction  of 
such  bridges,  and  erected  several  in  the  United 
States,  one  of  which,  over  the  Schuylkill,  was  306 
feet  long. 

The  project  of  a  bridge  across  the  Menai  Strait, 
w'hich  separates  the  Isle  of  Anglesey  from  Car¬ 
narvonshire,  was  suggested  as  early  as  1785,  and 
in  1801,  designs  were  made  by  Rennie  for  such  a 
bridge.  Some  years  later  the  matter  was  again 
taken  up,  and  Telford  prepared  two  different  de¬ 
signs,  one  for  a  bridge  of  three  cast-iron  arches, 
and  another,  to  which  he  gave  the  preference,  for 
a  single  cast-iron  arch  of  500  feet,  at  Ynys-y-Moch, 
where  he  was  eventually,  in  1818,  directed  to  con¬ 
struct  a  suspension-bridge,  similar  in  principle  to 
one  which  he  had  proposed  a  few  years  before  to 
throw  over  the  Mersey  at  Runcorn  Gap.  The 
difficulties  to  be  overcome  in  the  execution  of  such 
a  work  w’ould  hardly  be  conceived.  This  im- 
l)ortant  bridge,  which,  though  commenced  in 
July,  1818,  was  not  completed  until  the  beginning 
of  the  year  1826,  has  a  principal  opening  560  feet 
wide,  with  the  roadw'ay  about  100  feet  above  high- 
w’ater  mark.  Notwithstanding  the  precautions  ori¬ 
ginally  taken  to  guard  against  injury  from  oscil¬ 
lation  or  vibration,  it  has  been  found  necessary  to 
stiffen  the  platform,  in  consequence  of  the  damage 
done  to  the  bridge  by  violent  storms;  but  on  the 
whole  this  bold  and  hazardous  experiment  must  be 
considered  as  eminently  successful,  and  as  being 
sufficient  of  itself  to  immortalize  the  name  of 
Telford.  ' 

Other  suspension-bridges  of  minor  extent  were 
erected  previous  to  that  over  the  Menai.  One, 
of  iron  wires,  of  exceedingly  light  construction, 
was  thrown  across  Gala  Water  in  1816;  and 
another,  on  a  different  principle,  was  built  across 
the  Tweed,  at  King’s  Meadows,  in  1817.  The 
most  important  fact  in  the  history  of  this  branch 
of  science  was,  however,  the  introduction,  by  Cap¬ 
tain,  afterwards  Sir  Samuel,  Brown,  who  had 
long  been  engaged  in  promoting  the  use  of  iron 
chains  in  shipping  in  lieu  of  hemp  cables  and 
rigging,  of  an  improved  method  of  forming  chains 
for  suspension-bridges,  wffiich  has,  in  its  main 
features,  been  adopted  in  all  such  structures  ex¬ 
cepting  in  those  formed  of  wire  cables.  The 
peculiarity  of  his  plan  consisted  in  the  use  of  long 
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link-bars,  either  flat  like  those  used  in  the  Menai 
Bridge,  or  of  a  round  section,  and  connected  to¬ 
gether  by  linking-plates  and  bolt-pins,  passing 
through  welded  eyes  or  drilled  holes  in  the  ends  of 
the  link-bars.  Alfliough  Captain  Brown  had  tried 
experiments  on  the  subject,  and  made  models  of 
his  invention  many  years  earlier,  he  did  not  obtain 
a  patent  until  1817,  and  the  first  extensive  bridge 
he  erected  was  that  over  the  Tweed,  near  Kelso, 
commonly  called  the  Union  Bridge,  which  has  a 
clear  span,  between  the  abutments,  of  about  360 
feet,  although  the  distance  between  the  points  of 
support  of  the  chains  is  437  feet.  The  details  of 
this  bridge  are  most  ingeniously  contrived,  and  the 
facility  wfith  which  it  w'as  constructed  may  be  con¬ 
ceived  from  the  fact  that  it  was  commenced  in 
August,  1819,  and  completed  in  July,  1820,  in 
rather  less  than  twelve  months,  and  that  at  a  cost 
of  only  5000/.,  although  it  is  adapted  for  carriages 
as  w'ell  as  for  foot-passengers.  The  first  suspension- 
bridge  thrown  across  the  Thames,  in  the  vicinity 
of  London,  was  that  at  Hammersmith,  which  was 
commenced  in  1824,  by  Mr.  W.  Tierney  Clark, 
and  in  which  the  extent  of  roadway  suspended 
exceeds  that  of  the  Menai  Bridge. 

In  continuation  of  what  has  been  said  in  the 
preceding  Book  on  the  subject  of  railroads,*  we 
have  but  little  to  relate  either  as  regards  invention 
or  extended  application ;  but  the  present  period, 
especially  the  latter  part  of  it,  presents  some 
symptoms  of  the  great  movement  which  com¬ 
menced  a  few  years  later,  in  the  application  of 
railways  and  locomotive  steam-engines  to  the  pur¬ 
poses  of  general  commercial  intercourse.  The 
number  of  acts  of  parliament  passed  between  1801 
and  1820  for  the  construction  of  new  lines  of  rail¬ 
way  was,  on  average,  one  every  year  ;  but  of  these 
several  were  not  carried  into  effect.  The  lines  which 
were  executed  extend,  with  their  several  branches 
and  extensions,  many  of  which  were  not  contem¬ 
plated  in  the  original  acts,  to  an  aggregate  length 
of  about  225  miles ;  but  while  some  of  these  were 
intended  for  the  conveyance  of  agricultural  produce 
and  general  merchandise,  as  well  as  for  the  accom¬ 
modation  of  mines  and  quarries,  they  seldom  dif¬ 
fered  in  any  very  material  degree  from  the  private 
undertakings  which  had  long  been  common  in  the 
colliery  districts  ;  and  horses  were,  almost  without 
e.xception,  the  only  moving  power  employed  upon 
them.  Of  the  total  extent  of  railway  in  operation 
at  the  close  of  this  period  we  have  no  account;  but 
Baron  Dupin,  writing  shortly  after  that  date, 
observes  that  at  the  time  of  his  first  visit  to  Great 
Britain  it  was  calculated  that  there  were  225  miles 
of  iron  railways  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne  alone,  in  a  space  of  twenty-one  miles 
long  and  twelve  broad  ;  and  he  adds  that  the  sub¬ 
terraneous  railways  in  the  mines  of  that  district 
were  not  less  extensive.  In  Wales,  also,  iron 
railways  were  wery  much  used  for  conveying  ore 
and  coal  from  the  mines  to  the  furnaces,  and  iron 
and  coal  to  the  canals  and  ports  ;  and  the  same 

•  Sceaute,  vol.  iii.  pp.  CG8,  669. 
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writer  states  that  there  were  about  300  miles  of 
this  kind  of  road  in  the  single  county  of  Glamor¬ 
gan.*  About  the  close  of  the  reign  of  George  III., 
however,  plans  for  extended  lines  of  railroad  for 
the  promotion  of  general  commerce  were  beginning 
to  be  brought  forward ;  and  within  five  years  from 
that  time  the  rage  for  such  speculations  bade  fair 
almost  to  rival  the  South  Sea  mania,  and  projects 
were  brought  forward  for  the  Stockton  and  Dar¬ 
lington,  Liverpool  and  Manchester,  as  well  as 
several  less  important  lines,  in  this  country,  and 
also  for  some  of  the  earliest  French  railways.  As 
this  kind  of  road  became  more  common,  and  came 
to  be  formed  on  more  perfect  and  durable  prin¬ 
ciples  by  joint-stock  companies,  several  improve¬ 
ments  in  the  details  of  construction  were  introduced. 
On  the  Surrey  Iron  Railway, t  the  act  for  which 
was  obtained  in  1801,  and  which  was  the  first  road 
of  the  kind  in  the  neighbourhood  of  London,  the 
expense  of  repairs,  owing  to  the  frequent  breakage 
of  the  cast-iron  tram-plates,  led  to  the  introduction 
of  a  new  form  of  rail,  resembling  the  old  tram- 
plate  or  plate-rail  in  form,  but  having  a  deep  flange 
on  the  under  side  to  stiffen  the  rail ;  and  this 
serious  evil,  together  with  the  other  disadvantages 
of  the  plate- railway,  led  to  the  increased  adoption 
of  edge-rails  upon  the  principal  new  lines.  Another 
change,  of  still  greater  importance,  and  one  which 
removed,  more  effectually  than  any  other  individual 
improvement,  the  difficulties  in  the  way  of  applying 
railroads  to  the  rapid  transit  of  passengers,  was  the 
introduction  of  wrought-iron  in  lieu  of  cast-iron  as 
a  material  for  rails,  in  consequence  of  the  invention 
by  Mr.  Birkinshaw,  of  the  Bedlington  Iron-works, 
of  a  process  for  forming  rails  and  other  variously 
formed  bars  of  wrought-iron  by  an  ingenious  ap¬ 
plication  of  grooved  rollers.  This  process,  which 
wnis  patented  in  1820,  marks  also  an  important 
era  in  the  manufacture  of  wrought-iron.  By  this 
crowning  improvement  the  iron  railway  was 
brought  to  a  state  of  perfection  which  fitted  it  to 
become  the  scene  of  an  extraordinary  development 
of  the  powers  of  the  steam-engine,  in  the  capacity 
of  a  locomotive  machine,  of  the  energies  of  which 
the  most  sanguine  had,  at  that  period,  a  most 
imperfect  idea. 

The  possibility  of  applying  the  steam-engine  to 
the  propulsion  of  carriages,  by  causing  the  motion 
of  its  piston  to  be  communicated,  by  the  interven¬ 
tion  of  a  crank,  to  the  wheels,  was  suggested  to 
Watt  by  his  friend  Robison,  then  a  student  in  the 
University  of  Glasgow,  as  early  as  1758  or  1759, 
and  not  long  afterw'ards,  a  model  of  a  steam - 
carriage  was  exhibited  in  France  by  John  Theo- 
philus  Cugnot,  a  native  of  Lorraine,  who  subse. 

*  Commercial  Power  of  Great  Britain,  i.  207. 

f  Tlti.s  railway,  which  extends  from  the  Thames,  at  Wandsworth, 
to  Croydon,  a  distance  of  nearly  ten  miles,  and  w’as  continued  l>y  a 
second  company  to  Merstham,  about  ei^ht  miles  farther,  was  designed 
by  William  Jesijop,  Ksq.,  and  is  mentioned  by  Dupin  as  one  of  the 
most  beautiful  in  the  south  of  Kiigland.  Although  forty  years  ha'o 
not  yet  elapsed  since  this  road  formed  a  scientific  novelty,  the  southern 
part  of  it  may  already  l>e  cya^sed  with  things  that  have  been  ;  its  ne¬ 
glected  runs  forming  an  inleresling  contrast,  suggestive  of  the  rapid 
march  of  engineering  science,  with  the  gigantic  works  of  the  liondon 
and  Hrighton  railway,  formed  uliout  thirty  years  later,  by  the  projec¬ 
tors  of  w  liich  the  old  tramway  was  purchased  in  1837. 
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quently  constructed  at  Paris,  at  the  public  expense, 
a  large  steam-carriage,  which  was  tried  in  1770, 
and  acted  with  so  much  power  as  to  lead  to  a  sup¬ 
position  that  the  steam-engine  was  not  sufficiently 
manageable  for  the  purposes  of  locomotion.*  In 
1784  Watt  described,  in  one  of  his  patents,  a 
scheme  which  he  had  formed  for  a  steam-carriage, 
but  he  never  carried  it  into  execution ;  and  per¬ 
haps  Mr.  Murdoch,  a  Cornish  engineer,  to  whom 
Trevithick  is  said  to  have  been  a  pupil,  and  who 
subsequently  became  connected  with  Messrs. 
Boulton  and  Watt,  was  the  first  who  actually  con¬ 
structed  a  steam-carriage  in  this  country ;  his 
carriage,  or  model,  having  been  tried  near  Redruth 
in  1782  or  1792,  which  we  are  not  able  to  ascer¬ 
tain,  both  dates  being  given  by  different  authorities. f 
In  1786  a  model  was  exhibited  in  Edinburgh,  by 
William  Symington,  whose  share  in  some  of  the 
early  experiments  on  steam  navigation  is  noticed 
elsewhere,!  of  a  steam-carriage  adapted  for  use 
upon  common  roads ;  and  about  the  same  time 
Oliver  Evans,  an  ingenious  mechanic  in  the  United 
States,  brought  forward  a  scheme  for  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  steam-waggons,  which  appeared  then  to 
be  so  startling  a  novelty,  that  he  was  supposed  to 
be  insane.  The  first  practical  application  of  the 
steam-engine  to  the  propulsion  of  carriages,  how¬ 
ever,  was  effected  about  the  commencement  of  the 
present  period  by  Messrs.  Trevithick  and  Vivian, 
who  patented,  in  the  year  1802,  an  admirably 
simple  kind  of  steam-engine,  which  may  be  con¬ 
sidered  the  original  of  all  high-pressure  engines. 
Shortly  after  obtaining  their  patent,  they  con¬ 
structed  an  ingenious  steam-carriage  for  common 
roads,  and  exhibited  it  in  London ;  but  the  gen¬ 
erally  defective  state  of  the  roads  caused  the  pa¬ 
tentees  to  abandon  this  application  of  their  inven¬ 
tion,  and  hardly  any  other  attempt  was  made  to 
establish  steam-carriages  on  the  ordinary  roads, 
until,  after  a  lapse  of  about  twenty  years,  their 
state  was  greatly  altered  for  the  better  Messrs. 
Trevithick  and  Vivian  did  not,  however,  altogether 
abandon  their  project,  but  constructed  a  locomotive 
engine  suitable  for  running  on  a  tramway,  and 
tried  it  in  1804  or  1805  upon  a  tramroad  near 
Merthyr  Tydvil,  where,  according  to  Stuart,  “  It 
travelled  at  the  rate  of  five  miles  an  hour,  and 
drew  as  many  carriages  as  contained  ten  tons  ot 
iron,  for  a  distance  of  nine  miles,  without  requir¬ 
ing  any  water  to  be  introduced  into  the  boiler  from 
the  period  of  its  starting  until  it  had  reached  the 
end  of  its  journey. ”§  It  may  seem  strange  that 
after  so  satisfactory  an  experiment  an  opinion 
should  have  very  generally  gained  credence  that  a 
locomotive  engine  impelled  simply  by  the  turning 
round  of  plain  wheels  upon  the  smooth  surface  of 
the  rails,  or  even  upon  the  rougher  surface  of  a 
comifion  stone  road,  could  neither  ascend  a  moderate 
acclivity  nor  draw  any  considerable  load ;  yet  tlie 

*  Stuart’s  ITistoricnl  and  Descriptive  Aneedtdes  of  Steam  Engines, 
and  of  tlteir  Inventors  and  Improvers,  pp.  208,  209. 

+  Poimy  Cycloj'tpdta,  art.  ‘  Steam-Carringe.’ 

t  Sec  ante,  vol.  iii.  ]>.  fi75. 

§  Anecdotes  on  Steam-Engines,  p.  460. 
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history  of  this  branch  of  mechanical  science  for 
several  years  after  Trevithick’s  decisive  experiment 
at  Merthyr  Tydvil,  presents  little  else  than  schemes 
for  obtaining  progressive  motion  by  means  of  racks 
laid  along  the  road,  into  which  cogged  wheels 
attached  to  the  engine  might  work  ;  chains  stretched 
along  the  line,  to  be  taken  hold  of  by  tbe  engine  in 
like  manner ;  mechanical  legs  to  imitate  the  action 
of  those  of  a  horse,  and  thereby  to  force  the  ma¬ 
chine  along ;  and  contrivances  for  multiplying  the 
number  of  wheels,  so  as  to  obtain  increased  adhe¬ 
sion.  An  arrangement  of  the  first-mentioned  kind 
was  patented  by  Mr.  Blenkinsop  in  1811,  and  was 
brought  into  practical  and  profitable  operation  upon 
a  railway  connected  with  the  Middleton  Colliery, 
near  Leeds,  where  it  was  showm  to  be  capable'of 
drawing  a  load  of  about  a  hundred  tons  upon'  r 
dead  level,  at  the  rate  of  three  miles  and  a  half  per 
hour,  which  is  a  quicker  pace  than  that  of  an 
ordinary  cart-horse;  of  travelling,  when  lightly 
loaded,  at  a  speed  of  ten  miles  per  hour ;  and  of 
performing,  in  a  day’s  work  of  twelve  hours,  the 
w'ork  of  sixteen  horses. 

Before  the  close  of  this  period  the  erroneous 
idea  which  led  to  Blenkinsop’s  and  other  con¬ 
trivances  of  the  same  character,  had  been  so  far 
exploded,  that  locomotive  engines,  clumsy  and 
unsightly  indeed  in  their  appearance,  yet  sufficient 
to  show,  notwithstanding  their  numerous  imperfec¬ 
tions,  how  important  a  power  was  within  the  reach 
of  the  engineer,  w'ere  regularly  established  upon 
several  colliery  lines  in  the  north  of  England. 
Though  some  of  the  fanciful  prognostications  of 
those  who  did  venture  to  predict  the  future  triumphs 
of  the  locomotive  engine  have  not  been,  and  per¬ 
haps  never  may  be,  fully  realized,  yet  it  is  im¬ 
possible  to  compare  the  railway  engine  of  1820 
with  that  of  1840,  without  feeling  that  the  author 
of  ‘  The  Fingerpost,’  a  pamphlet  published  not 
long  after  the  former  date,  was  in  the  right,  when 
he  asked  the  sceptical  opponent  of  raihvay  travel¬ 
ling  “  to  indulge  his  imagination  with  an  excursion 
some  twenty  or  thirty  years  forward  in  the  regions 
of  time ;  when  the  dark,  unsightly,  shapeless  ma¬ 
chine,  that  now'  offends  him,  even  in  idea,  shall  be 
metamorphosed  into  one  of  exquisite  symmetry  and 
beauty,  glittering  with  all  tbe  pomp  and  circum¬ 
stance  the  pride  of  wealth  knows  so  well  how  to 
bestow'.” 

The  aggregate  length  of  canals  formed  in  Great 
Britain,  during  the  present  period,  was  about  442 
miles  ;  and  so  complete  was  the  system  of  internal 
water-communication  effected  by  means  of  the 
canals,  and  navigable  streams,  brought  into  opera¬ 
tion  within  a  few'  years  after  the  date  to  which  our 
survey  comes  down,  that  the  former  alone  extended 
to  a  length  of  about  2200  miles;  and  that  no  spot 
in  England,  south  of  Durham,  is  more  than  fifteen 
miles  from  water-communication ;  while  in  manu¬ 
facturing  districts  the  average  distance  is  much 
smaller,  and  every  considerable  town  possesses  un¬ 
interrupted  communication  with  the  principal 
markets  for  its  manufactured  goods,  and  with  the 
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sources  whence  its  raw  materials  for  manufac¬ 
ture,  and  the  supplies  of  food  and  other  necessaries 
for  its  population,  are  chiefly  derived.  The  un¬ 
daunted  and  progressive  spirit  of  enterprise  in  this 
department  of  engineering  is  well  exemplified  in 
the  canals  formed  during  the  period  embraced  in 
the  present  Book,  to  facilitate  communication  be¬ 
tween  the  ports  of  Liverpool  and  Hull,  on  the 
western  and  eastern  sides  of  the  island  respectively, 
and  between  the  important  manufacturing  districts 
of  Lancashire  and  the  West  Hiding  of  Yorkshire, 
the  great  seats  of  the  cotton  and  woollen  manu- 
fiictures,  and  the  agricultural  districts  from  which 
the  supplies  for  their  dense  and  constantly  increas¬ 
ing  population  are  drawn.  A  great  natural  obstacle 
to  such  inter-communication  exists  in  the  elevated 
mountain  range,  popularly  styled  the  “  backbone 
of  England  and  notwithstanding  every  expedient 
that  ingenuity  could  devise  for  crossing  this  barrier 
at  as  low  a  level  as  possible,  it  has  been  found 
necessary,  in  the  route  by  the  Rochdale  canal,  to 
rise  to  an  elevation  of  at  least  600  feet,  and  to  a 
still  greater  elevation  in  the  case  of  the  Hudders¬ 
field  canal.  Such,  however,  are  the  commercial 
necessities  of  the  district,  that  not  only  one,  but 
three  distinct  lines  of  water-communication  have 
been  completed  through  this  difficult  country.  The 
first  of  these,  by  the  Leeds  and  Liverpool  canal, 
was  commencecl  under  an  act  obtained  in  HIO, 
though  it  was  not  completed  until  1816  ;  the  Roch¬ 
dale  canal,  commenced  several  years  later,  affords 
a  shorter  but  more  precipitous  line  of  communica¬ 
tion,  and,  though  rising  to  the  great  elevation  above 
mentioned,  it  is  formed  of  sufficient  capacity  to  re¬ 
ceive  vessels  fit  for  navigating  the  tideways  of  the 
Humber  and  the  Mersey,  a  circumstance  of  great 
importance  in  the  transmission,  without  change  of 
vessel,  of  Baltic  produce  into  Lancashire,  and  of 
the  manufactures  of  Lancashire  to  Hull  for  ex¬ 
portation  ;  and  the  Huddersfield  canal,  which  was 
formed  'under  acts  of  the  years  1794,  1800,  and 
1806,  forms  the  connecting  link  in  a  route  nearly 
ten  miles  shorter  than  either  of  the  preceding, 
though  of  more  contracted  dimensions.  Among  the 
other  English  canals  formed  during  the  period  the 
most  important  were — the  Grand  Junction  Canal, 
with  its  numerous  branches,  especially  the  Pad¬ 
dington  canal  and  the  Regent’s  canal,  which  connect 
the  water-communications  of  a  most  extensive  and 
important  portion  of  the  country  with  the  metropolis 
and  the  river  Thames;  and  the  Rennet  and  Avon 
canal,  which  completed  a  navigable  communication 
from  the  Thames  to  the  Avon,  near  Bath.  In  Scot¬ 
land  this  period  saw  the  commencement,  and  almost 
the  completion  also,  of  the  grand  navigable  com¬ 
munication  between  the  eastern  and  western  seas, 
known  as  the  Caledonian  canal.  This  scheme 
formed  an  important  feature  in  the  plans  for  the 
improvement  of  the  Highlands  upon  which  Tel¬ 
ford  was  engaged  in  1801  ;  and  in  consequence 
of  his  suggestions  a  separate  board  of  commis¬ 
sioners  was  formed  for  superintending  the  con¬ 
struction  of  the  Caledonian  canal,  and  he  was  ap- 
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pointed  engineer  to  that,  as  well  as  the  Commission 
of  Highland  Roads  and  Bridges.  This  canal  is 
conducted  along  a  great  valley  known  as  the 
“  Glen  of  Scotland,”  and  is  formed  by  connecting 
a  series  of  lakes  w'hich  extends  a  considerable  part 
of  the  distance.  It  is  constructed  throughout  with 
a  navigable  channel  50  feet  wide  and  20  feet  deep, 
and  its  locks  are  said  to  he  the  largest  ever  con¬ 
structed  down  to  that  time,  being  40  feet  wide, 
and  from  nO  to  180  feet  long,  while  one  of  them, 
near  Inverness,  was  formed  in  ground  naturally  so 
soft,  that  Telford  says  an  iron  rod  might  be  easily 
thrust  into  it  to  a  depth  of  55  feet.  This  national 
undertaking  was  delayed  by  several  untoward  cir¬ 
cumstances,  and  was  not  opened  through  its  entire 
length  until  1823,  though  a  portion  was  brought 
into  use  three  years  earlier.  The  Edinburgh  and 
Glasgow  Union  canal  was  also  partly  executed 
during  this  period,  and  completed  in  1822.  As 
nearly  as  can  be  ascertained,  the  aggregate  length 
of  canals  in  use  in  the  British  empire  at  the  close 
of  the  reign  of  George  III.,  including  a  few  lines 
then  in  a  forward  state,  but  not  quite  finished,  was 
2160  miles  in  England  and  Wales,  212  miles  in 
Scotland,  and  250  miles  in  Ireland.  The  suecess 
of  these  undertakings  was  exceedingly  variable. 
English  canals  have  generally  been  formed  for  the 
accommodation  of  traffic  previously  existing,  though 
cramped  for  want  of  greater  facilities;  but  in  Ire¬ 
land,  and  in  some  degree  also  in  Scotland,  in  the 
instance  of  the  Caledonian  canal,  the  case  has  been 
very  different.  It  was  remarked  by  Mr.  Nimmo,  in 
his  evidence  before  a  select  committee  of  the  House 
of  Commons  upon  the  state  of  the  poor  in  Ireland, 
in  1830,  that  the  inland  navigations  of  that  country 
were  “  chiefly  remarkable  for  being  undertaken, 
not  to  facilitate  any  existing  trade,  but  chiefly  to 
promote  agriculture  in  the  fertile  districts  of  the 
interior,  to'  create  a  trade  where  none  had  pre¬ 
viously  existed,  and  to  furnish  employment  for  the 
poor.”.  .  .  .  “  The  success  in  this  way,”  he  pro¬ 
ceeds,  “  has  been  wonderful;  and,  though  the 
adventurers  have  not  yet  been  repaid,  and  perhaps 
never  will  be,  the  benefit  to  the  public  and  landed 
property  of  the  kingdom  has  been  great  and  mani¬ 
fest.”.  .  .  .  “  The  nation  has,”  he  adds,  “  been 
saved  the  payment  of  a  bounty  of  100,000/.  per 
annum  for  bringing  corn  to  Dublin ;  for  in  place 
of  this  being  the  case,  that  city  has  now  become 
one  of  the  first  corn  ports  of  Europe.”  * 

To  the  jieriod  now  under  consideration  belongs 
the  practical  application  of  the  powers  of  the  steam- 
engine  to  the  purposes  of  navigation,  an  object 
which  had  been  contemplated  by  several  ingenious 
men  long  before  it  was  actually  accomplished,  and 
which,  as  has  been  seen  in  the  preceding  Book,t 
had  been  all  but  effected  before  the  close  of  the 
eighteenth  century,  by  the  combined  talent  and 
energy  of  Miller,  Taylor,  and  Symington.  The 

•  The  facts  from  wliich  tlie  al)ove  statement  of  the  proiiress  of  Ih  itish 
cumU  has  Iseeii  drawn  up,  are  chielly  derived  from  Priestley's  His¬ 
torical  Aocouut  of  Naviijable  Rivers,  Caitals,  and  Railways,  in  (heat 
iirilnin,  and  Porter’s  Progress  of  the  Nation,  sec.  iii.,  chap.  iii. 

t  See  ante,  vol.  iii.  p.  670. 
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concluding  fact  there  noticed  was  the  successful 
experiment  of  Symington  with  a  steam  tug-boat 
upon  the  Forth  and  Clyde  canal,  under  the  pa¬ 
tronage  of  Lord  Dundas  ;  an  experiment  which 
appears  to  have  failed  to  lead  to  the  immediate 
establishment  of  steam-vessels  for  commercial 
purposes,  chiefly  owing  to  the  prevalence  of  an 
exaggerated  idea  of  the  injury  which  would  be 
inflicted  on  the  canal  hanks  by  the  action  of 
paddle-wheels.  Early  in  the  year  1802  the  steam 
tug-boat  used  in  this  experiment,  having  on  board 
Lord  Dundas  and  several  other  gentlemen,  took  in 
tow  two  loaded  vessels,  each  of  seventy  tons  bur¬ 
den,  and,  notwithstanding  a  strong  head-wind 
which  prevented  the  progress  of  any  other  vessels 
in  the  same  direction,  accomplished  a  distance  of 
nineteen  miles  and  a  half  in  six  hours  ;  but,  owing 
to  the  prejudices  of  the  canal  proprietors,  the  ves¬ 
sel  was  then  laid  up  in  a  creek  adjoining  the  canal, 
where  it  remained  exposed  ,  to  public  view  for  se¬ 
veral  years,  and  was  minutely  examined  by  Henry 
Bell,  who  had  also  been  an  interested  spectator  of 
the  earlier  experiments  of  Symington  in  1789,  and 
who  subsequently  introduced  steam-buats  for  the 
conveyance  of  passengers  on  the  Clyde. 

So  early  as  in  1783  and  following  years  crude  pro¬ 
jects  of  steam  navigation  had  been  brought  before 
the  American  public  by  persons  named  Fitch  and 
Rumsey,  which,  however,  led  to  no  practical  result ; 
and  the  subject  was  shortly  afterwards  taken  up  by 
the  Chancellor  Livingstone,  who,  notwithstanding 
the  ridicule  excited  by  his  project,  obtained  in  1798 
an  exclusive  privilege  from  the  legislature  of  the 
state  of  New  York  for  navigating  boats  by  means 
of  the  steam-engine.  His  privilege  or  patent  ex¬ 
pired  in  consequence  of  his  failure  to  produce, 
within  the  stipulated  period  of  twelve  months,  a 
vessel  capable  of  attaining  a  mean  rate  of  four 
miles  an  hour;  but  shortly  afterwards,  being  at 
Paris  in  the  capacity  of  minister  from  the  United 
States,  he  conversed  with  Robert  Fulton,  whose 
mind  appears  to  have  been  previously  directed  to 
the  subject,  upon  the  practicability  of  steam-boats, 
and  expressed  his  intention  to  resume  his  experi¬ 
ments  on  his  return  to  America.  Fulton  and 
Livingstone  then  entered  jointly  upon  a  series  of 
experiments  on  the  Seine,  and  early  in  1803  they 
completed  a  boat  of  considerable  size,  which,  being 
too  weak  in  her  framing  to  bear  the  weight  of  the 
machinery,  broke  through  the  middle  in  a  gale  of 
wind  during  the  night,  and  consequently  sunk ;  an 
accident  to  which  Russell  attributes  the  admirable 
system  of  timber-framing  by  which  many  Ame¬ 
rican  steamers  are  distinguished.  The  shattered 
hull  was  raised,  and  the  vessel,  after  being  almost 
wholly  reconstructed,  acted  in  so  satisfactory  a 
manner  as  to  induce  the  projectors  to  order  an 
engine  of  Messrs.  Boulton  and  Watt,  with  a  view 
to  further  experiments  in  America.  Fulton,  soon 
after  the  above-mentioned  experiments  on  the 
Seine,  visited  England,  mainly,  it  would  appear, 
for  the  promotion  of  his  schemes  for  submarine 
navigation  and  warfare ;  but  during  his  visit  he 
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introduced  himself  to  Symington,  and  obtained 
minute  information  from  him  respecting  the  inter¬ 
esting  experiments  in  which  he  had  been  engaged. 
Before  Fulton  returned  to  America,  Livingstone 
wrote  thither,  and  again  secured  a  monopoly  of 
steam  navigation  in  the  state  of  New  York,  setting 
forth  the  claim  of  himself  and  Fulton  to  the  in¬ 
vention  of  steam-boats. 


P’ULTON. 


While  his  previous  failures,  and  the  incontro¬ 
vertible  evidence  which  exists  of  his  having  derived 
most  important  information  from  the  successful 
labours  of  the  Scottish  experimentalists,  show  that 
Fulton’s  claim  to  be  considered  the  inventor  of 
steam  navigation  is  unfounded,  it  cannot  be  denied 
that  his  perseverance  and  energy,  though,  perhaps, 
accompanied  by  a  want  of  proper  regard  to  the 
rights  of  other  labourers  in  the  same  field,  led  to  the 
establishment  of  the  first  steam-boat  ever  brought 
into  practical  operation.  This  vessel,  which  was 
called,  after  Livingstone’s  residence,  the  ‘Cler¬ 
mont,’  was  commenced  immediately  after  Fulton’s 
return  to  New'  York,  in  December,  1806  j  it  w'as 
launched  in  the  spring  of  1807,  and  in  the  following 
August,  the  machinery  having  been  fitted  by  the  aid 
of  workmen  sent  out  from  the  establishment  of  Boul¬ 
ton  and  Watt,  at  Soho,  the  vessel  was,  for  the  first 
time,  put  in  motion  by  the  aid  of  her  machinery, 
in  the  presence  of  a  large  assemblage  of  persons 
invited  to  wdtness  the  experiment.  Golden,  the 
American  biographer  of  Fulton,  observes,  that  no¬ 
thing  could  exceed  the  surprise  and  admiration  of 
all  who  were  present  on  this  occasion.  “  The  minds 
of  the  most  incredulous,”  he  says,  “  were  changed 
in  a  few  minutes ;  before  the  boat  had  made  the 
progress  of  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  the  greatest  unbe¬ 
liever  must  have  been  converted.”  “The  man,” 
he  proceeds,  “  who,  while  he  looked  on  the  expen¬ 
sive  machine,  thanked  his  stars  that  he  had  more 
wisdom  than  to  waste  his  money  on  such  idle 
schemes,  changed  the  expression  of  his  features  as 
the  boat  moved  from  the  wharf  and  gained  her 
speed;  his  complacent  smile  gradually  stiffened 
into  an  expression  of  wonder;  the  jeers  of  the  igim- 
rant,  who  had  neither  sense  nor  feeling  enough  to 


repress  their  contemptuous  ridicule  and  rude  jokes, 
were  silenced  for  the  moment  by  a  vulgar  astonish¬ 
ment,  which  deprived  them  of  the  power  of  utter¬ 
ance,  till  the  triumph  of  genius  extorted  from  the 
incredulous  multitude  which  crowded  the  shores, 
shouts  and  acclamations  of  congratulation  and 
applause.”  Shortly  afterwards  the  ‘  Clermont  ’  per¬ 
formed,  without  accident,  her  first  voyage  from 
New  York  to  Albany,  a  distance  of  about  145  miles, 
at  the  rate  of  about  five  miles  per  hour,  causing,  on 
her  way,  no  small  astonishment  to  the  inhabitants 
of  the  shores  of  the  Hudson,  many  of  whom  had 
never  heard  even  of  a  steam-engine,  and  appearing, 
to  some  who  saw  her  in  the  night,  with  a  great 
column  of  flame  and  sparks,  occasioned  by  the  use 
of  dry  pine-wood  for  fuel,  escaping  from  her  funnel, 
like  a  monster  moving  on  the  waters  in  defiance  of 
wind  and  tide,  and  breathing  fire  and  smoke. 
Owing  to  the  universal  employment  of  mineral  fuel 
in  British  steam-vessels,  these  can  give  but  a  faint 
idea  of  the  startling  effect  of  this  novelty;  but  in 
America,  where  wood  is  still  commonly  burnt,  the 
brilliant  column  of  ignited  vapour  and  galaxy  of 
sparks  which  occasioned  the  singular  appearance 
alluded  to,  still  produce  a  striking,  and,  to  stran¬ 
gers,  a  somewhat  alarming  effect.  We  may  there¬ 
fore  conceive  the  consternation  which  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  the  ‘  Clermont  ’  excited  in  the  crews  of  those 
vessels  which  it  passed  during  its  first  voyage, 
especially  in  the  dead  of  night.  Golden  relates, 
that  those  whose  attention  was  first  attracted  by  the 
extraordinary  light,  saw  with  astonishment  that 
though  both  wind  and  tide  were  adverse  to  its 
approach,  it  was  rapidly  coming  towards  them; 
“and  when,”  he  says,  “it  came  so  near  that  the 
noise  of  the  machinery  and  paddles  were  heard,  the 
crews  in  some  instances  shrunk  beneath  their  decks 
from  the  terrific  sight ;  and  others  left  their  vessels 
to  go  on  shore ;  while  others,  again,  prostrated 
themselves,  and  besought  Providence  to  protect 
them  from  the  approach  of  the  horrible  monster 
which  was  marching  on  the  tides,  and  lighting  its 
path  by  the  fires  w'hich  it  vomited.” 

The  individual  by  whom  the  application  of 
steam  navigation  to  actual  use  w'as  first  effected 
in  this  island  was  Henry  Bell,  of  Helensburgh, 
on  the  river  Clyde,  who  was  for  many  years  a 
house-carpenter  in  the  city  of  Glasgow,*  and  was 
described  by  those  who  knew  him  as  a  man  of  con¬ 
siderable  shrewdness,  possessing  a  rich  vein  of  vul¬ 
gar  humour,  and  fond  of  what  are  called  schemes. 
Bell  appears  to  have  been  well  acquainted  with  the 
experiments  at  Dalswinton,  and  on  the  Forth  and 
Clyde  canal,  but  to  have  taken  no  steps  for  pro¬ 
moting  the  introduction  of  steam  navigation  until 
impelled  to  do  so  by  the  success  of  Fulton,  and  by 
the  wish  to  establish  regular  passage-boats  between 
Glasgow  and  Helensburgh,  which  is  a  watering- 
place  on  the  Clyde,  opposite  to  Greenock,  in  order 
to  promote  the  success  of  an  hotel  there,  of  which 
he  became  proprietor  in  1808.  It  appears  by  his 

•  Kussell,  on  tlie  Nature,  Properties,  and  Applications  of  Steam, 
and  on  Steam  Navigation,  p.  2Kt. 
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own  account  that  Bell  was  induced  to  construct 
liis  first  steam-boat  in  consequence  of  a  correspond¬ 
ence  with  Fulton,  of  which,  unfortunately,  he  does 
not  give  the  date.  He  states,*  that  Fulton,  hav¬ 
ing  occasion  to  write  to  him  about  the  plans  of 
some  machinery  in  Scotland,  requested  him  to  call 
upon  Mr.  Miller,  of  Dalswinton,  to  ascertain  how 
his  steam-boat  machinery  had  succeeded,  and  to 
send  him  a  full  drawing  and  description  of  it.  This 
he  did,  and  two  years  afterwards  he  received 
another  letter  from  Fulton,  stating  that  he  had  con¬ 
structed  a  boat  from  the  drawings  sent  bv  Bell,  and 
that,  though  it  required  some  improvement,  it  was 
likely  to  answer  the  end  proposed.  This  letter 
induced  Bell  to  think  of  the  absurdity,  to  use  his 
own  expressions,  of  sending  his  plans  to  other  coun¬ 
tries,  and  not  putting  them  in  jjractice  himself  in 
his  own  country.  “From  these  considerations,” 
he  observes,  “  I  w'as  roused  to  set  on  foot  a  steam¬ 
boat,  for  which  I  made  a  number  of  different 
models,  before  I  was  satisfied.”  “  When,”  he  adds, 
“I  was  convinced  that  they  would  answer  the  end, 

I  contracted  with  Messrs.  John  Wood  and  Co., 
ship-builders  in  Port-Glasgow,  to  build  me  a  steam- 
vessel,  acording  to  my  plans,  40  feet  keel,  and  10 
feet  6  inches  beam,  which  I  fitted  up  wdth  an 
engine  and  paddles,  and  called  her  the ‘Comet,’ 
because  she  was  built  and  finished  the  same  year 
that  a  comet  appeared  in  the  north-w^est  part  of 
Scotland.”  This  vessel,  which  was  of  about  25 
tons  burthen,  began  to  ply  regularly  between  Glas¬ 
gow  and  Helensburgh  in  January,  1 81 2,  but,  owing 
to  the  prejudice  excited  by  the  owners  of  fly-boats 
and  coaches,  a  considerable  time  elapsed  before  a 
sufficient  number  of  passengers  could  be  obtained 
to  meet  the  working  expenses,  although  the  passage 
was  effected  in  as  short  a  time  as  by  the  coaches, 
while  superior  accommodation  was  offered  to  the 
passengers,  at  charges  equal  to  one-third  only  of  the 
coach-fares.  It  is  gratifying  to  find  that  several 
gentlemen  of  Glasgow  came  forward  voluntarily  in 
1813,  when  Bell  had  expended  a  larger  sum  of 
money  than  he  could  well  afford  in  his  experiments, 
and  requested  him  to  allow  them  to  defray  part  of 
his  outlay.f  The  second  year  after  she  was  built 
the  ‘  Comet  ’  was  employed  by  Bell  as  a  jaunting- 
boat  “  all  over  the  coasts  of  England,  Ireland,  and 
Scotland,  to  show  the  public,”  as  expressed  by 
Bell  himself,  in  a  statement  quoted  by  Stuart,  “  the 
advantage  of  steam-boat  navigation  over  the  other 
mode  of  sailing.”  The  ‘  Comet  ’  was  subsequently 
lost  on  the  west  coast  of  Scotland,  on  the  1  5th  of 
December,  1820,  and  in  the  following  year  another 
of  Bell’s  vessels  was  accidentally  burnt.  Neither 
of  these  was  insured ;  and  it  is  lamentable  to  find 
that  while  Bell  lived  to  see  the  general  adoption  of 

•  See  his  letter  published  in  tlie  Caledonian  Mercury  in  October, 
1816,  quoted  by  Russell,  pp.  214,  215. 

f  Stuart,  Anecdotes  of  Steam  Engines,  p.  525.  It  may  be  well 
here  to  correct  a  statement  which,  bavin!;  been  inserted  in  the 
Fifth  Report  of  the  Select  Committee  of  the  House  of  (‘ommons,  on 
the  Roads  from  London  to  Holyhead,  in  1822.  has  gained  currency, 
that  Bell  went  over  to  .\merica  to  assist  Fulton  in  the  estahlishmeui 
of  steam-boats.  The  letter  (pioted  in  the  text  shows  what  was  bis  real 
connection  with  Fuiton,  and  we  find  no  autliority  whatever  for  supiHiS' 
ing  that  he  ever  visited  America. 
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the  grand  invention  which  he  was  the  first  in  Europe 
to  apply  to  practical  use,  he  was,  as  Stuart  observes, 
“  fated  to  he  not  only  distanced  by  his  rivals,  but  to 
he  ruined  in  the  competition,  and  reduced  to  indi¬ 
gence.”* 

No  sooner  was  the  ‘  Comet  ’  brought  into  actual 
operation,  than  other  persons,  some  of  them  of 
more  scientific  knowledge,  were  ready  to  follow  in 
the  track  of  Henry  Bell.  As  early  as  March, 
1812,  the  ‘  Elizabeth,’  the  second  steam-boat 
built  on  the  Clyde,  was  commenced  under  the 
superintendence  of  an  engineer  named*  Thomson, 
who  had  been  engaged  by  Bell  in  some  of  his  first 
experiments,  and  whose  practical  knowledge  of 
machinery,  aided  by  the  knowledge  derived  from 
Bell’s  experience,  enabled  him  to  produce  a  vessel 
of  far  greater  power  than  the  ‘  Comet.’  In  1816 
we  find  the  following  account  given  of  the  steam 
navigation  on  the  Clyde  by  Mr.  Robertson  Bu¬ 
chanan,  an  eminent  Scottish  engineer  : — “  The 
number  of  passengers  which  now  go  in  those  boats 
may  seem  incredible  to  those  who  have  not  wit¬ 
nessed  it.  Travelling  by  land  has  not  only  been 
in  a  great  measure  superseded,  but  the  communi¬ 
cation  very  greatly  increased,  owing  to  the  cheap¬ 
ness  and  facility  of  the  conveyance.”  “  Before 
the  introduction  of  steam-boats,”  this  writer  adds, 
“  the  whole  number  of  passengers  in  the  common 
passage-boats  did  not,  it  is  supposed,  even  in 
summer,  exceed  fifty  up  and  fifty  down,  and  those 
generally  of  the  lower  classes  of  the  people.  The 
number  that  then  went  down  by  coaches  has  been 
estimated  at  24  persons  up  and  the  same  number 
down.”  “  But  now,”  he  proceeds,  “  in  fine 
weather  it  is  no  uncommon  thing  for  500  or  600 
passengers  to  go  and  come  in  the  same  day.  One 
of  these  boats  alone  has  been  known  to  carry  247 
at  one  time.”  t 

Nor  was  any  considerable  time  allowed  to  elapse 
before  other  rivers  than  the  Clyde  were  ploughed 
by  steam-vessels.  As  early  as  the  year  1811, 
according  to  Stuart,  a  person  named  Dawson  con¬ 
structed  a  steam-vessel  of  about  50  tons  in  Ireland  ; 
this  vessel,  too,  by  a  curious  coincidence,  was 
called  the  ‘  Comet.’  Dawson  subsequently,  in  the 
year  1813,  established  what  some  writers  consider 
to  have  been  the  first  steam-packet  regularly 
})lying  on  the  Thames,  between  London  and 
Gravesend  ;  but,  as  the  speculation  did  not  answer, 
the  boat  w'as  subsequently  sent  to  Spain,  where 
she  plied  between  Seville  and  San  Lncar.  The 
‘  Margery,’  another  of  the  boats  early  tried  on  the 
Thames,  though  built  at  Port  Glasgow,  was  after¬ 
wards  sent  to  France  to  ply  on  the  Seine ;  +  and 
Buchanan,  in  enumerating  the  British  rivers  upon 
which  steam-vessels  had  been  established  before 
the  publication  of  bis  treatise,  states  that  there 
were  five  steam-vessels  then  employed  on  the 

•  Anecdotes  of  Steam  Enj^ines,  pp.  526*580. 

t  Practical  Treatise  on  Pioi)ellinj(  Vessels  by  Steam,  pp.  12,  1.3. 

t  An  .Account  of  the  Orisiin  of  Steam-boats  in  Spain,  Great  Britain, 
and  America,  and  ol'  their  Introduction  and  Employment  upon  the 
Ri%er  Tliaines,  between  London  and  Gravesend,  to  tlie  present  time, 
1831.  (By  R.  P.  Cruden,  of  Milton,  near  Graveseud.) 
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Thames,  and  that  voyages  were  already  performed 
between  London  and  Margate.  He  also  states  that 
a  steam-boat  had  lately  been  built  at  St.  Peters¬ 
burg.  Much  information  on  the  early  history  of 
steam  navigation  in  this  country  is  to  be  found  in 
a  work  published  somewhat  later  than  the  date  of 
Buchanan’s  treatise,  by  another  individual  whose 
name  deserves  honourable  mention  in  this  sketch, 
although  he  also  failed  to  derive  personal  benefit 
from  his  public-spirited  exertions.  George  Dodd, 
the  individual  alluded  to,  though  lamentably  defi¬ 
cient  in  that  stability  of  character  which  is  neces¬ 
sary  to  insure  success,  was  a  very  resolute  young 
man,  and,  among  many  other  acquirements  which 
fitted  him  for  the  undertaking,  he  was  possessed  of 
some  nautical  knowledge,  and  had  served  as  an 
officer  in  the  British  navy.  He  seems  to  have 
been  the  first  to  attempt  a  considerable  sea-voyage, 
which  he  did  with  a  Clyde-built  vessel  of  about 
15  tons  burthen,  launched  in  1813  under  the  name 
of  the  ‘  Glasgow,’  but  subsequently  altered,  and 
re-named  the  ‘  Thames.’  The  ‘  Thames  ’  en¬ 
countered  some  very  rough  w-eather  in  the  Irish 
Sea,  but  she  nevertheless  accomplished  the  voyage, 
of  about  758  nautical  miles,  partly  by  steam  and 
partly  by  sails,  in  about  122  hours,  without  any 
serious  accident.  Dodd  subsequently  superin¬ 
tended  the  erection  of  several  Thames  passage- 
boats,  and  he  states,  in  his  ‘  Historical  and  Ex¬ 
planatory  Dissertation  on  Steam  Engines  and 
Steam  Packets,’  written  in  1818,  that  not  less 
than  10,000  passengers  had  been  conveyed  within 
four  months  by  those  employed  between  London, 
Richmond,  and  Twickenham,  notwithstanding  the 
violent  opposition  of  the  watermen,  who  claimed 
an  exclusive  right  to  carry  passengers  o:i  the 
Thames  within  a  certain  jurisdiction.  Dodd,  how¬ 
ever,  adds  that  thfey  were  at  length  foded  in 
their  attempts  to  secure  their  pretended  monopoly 
by  the  extensive  legal  knowledge  of  Mr.  Tyrrell, 
the  City  Remembrancer,  who  w'as  a  liberal  sup¬ 
porter  of  the  early  steam-boats,  and  he  also  ob¬ 
serves  that  experience  had  already  proved  that, 
instead  of  being  injured,  “  the  watermen  have 
been  greatly  benefited  by  the  surprising  number  of 
persons  they  have  to  put  on  board  and  land,  and 
who,  but  for  this  enticing  mode  of  carriage,  would 
not  have  required  boats.”*  According  to  Dodd 
there  were,  in  1818,  eighteen  steam-boats  em¬ 
ployed  on  the  Clyde,  two  at  Dundee  on  the  Tay, 
two  on  the  Trent,  two  on  the  Tyne,  four  on  the 
Humber,  two  on  the  Mersey,  three  on  the  Yare, 
one  on  the  Avon,  one  on  the  SeverOj  one  on  the 
Orwell,  six  on  the  Forth,  two  at  Cork,  and  two 
intended  to  navigate  between  Dublin  and  Holy- 
head.  Steam-packets  and  luggage-vessels  were 
already  used  in  Russia,  the  Netherlands,  France, 
and  Spain,  and  a  steam-vessel  was  also  budding 
in  the  East  Indies. 

The  regular  employment  of  steam-vessels  for 
deep  sea  navigation,  and  in  the  capacity  of  post- 


office  packets,  in  which  the  benefits  derived  from 
them  are  incalculable,  appears  to  be  owing  mainly 
to  Mr.  David  Napier,  who,  according  to  Russell, 
from  the  year  1818  to  1830,  probably  “  effected 
more  for  the  improvement  of  steam  navigation 
than  any  other  man.”  “Previous  to  his  time,” 

1  observes  this  writer,  “  steam-vessels  ventured 
rarely,  and  only  in  fine  weather,  beyond  the  pre¬ 
cincts  of  rivers  and  the  coast  of  friths but  he 
ventured  to  establish  regular  communication  by 
steam-vessels,  plying  even  during  the  stormy 
months  of  winter,  between  England,  Ireland,  and 
France.  Having  formed  this  idea  soon  after  the 
establishment  of  steam-boats  on  the  Clyde,  Napier 
set  himself  diligently  to  an  investigation  of  the 
difficulties  to  be  overcome,  and  in  the  ^^ursuit  of 
his  object  he  took  passage  during  a  stormy  period 
of  the  year  in  one  of  the  sailing  packets  betw'een 
Glasgow  and  Belfast,  which  often  required  a  week 
to  perform  the  journey  which  is  now  accomplished 
by  steam  in  about  nine  hours.  “  The  captain 
of  the  packet  in  which  he  sailed,”  says  Russell, 
“  remembers  distinctly  a  young  man,  whom  he 
afterwards  knew  as  Mr.  Napier,  being  found, 
during  one  of  the  winter  passages  to  Belfast,  con¬ 
stantly  perched  upon  the  bows  of  the  vessel,  and 
fixing  an  intent  gaze  on  the  sea  wdiere  it  broke  on 
the  side  of  the  ship,  quite  heedless  of  the  waves 
and  spray  that  washed  over  him.  From  this  occu¬ 
pation  he  only  ceased  at  intervals,  as  the  breeze 
freshened,  to  ask  the  captain  whether  the  sea  was 
such  as  might  be  considered  a  rough  one,  and, 
being  told  that  it  w'as  by  no  means  unusually  rough, 
he  returned  to  the  bows  of  the  vessel  and  resumed 
his  study  of  the  waves  breaking  at  her  stem.  Some 
hours  after,  when  the  breeze  began  to  freshen  into 
a  gale,  and  the  sea  to  rise  considerably,  he  again 
inquired  of  the  captain  whether  now  the  sea  might 
be  considered  a  rough  one,  and  was  told  that  as 
yet  it  could  not  be  called  very  rough.  Apparently 
disappointed,  he  returned  once  more  to  his  station 
at  the  bows,  and  resumed  his  employment.  At 
last,  however,  he  was  favoured  with  a  storm  to  his 
contentment  ;  and,  when  the  seas,  breaking  over 
the  vessel,  swept  her  from  stem  to  stern,  he  found 
his  way  back  to  the  captain,  and  repeated  his  in¬ 
quiry,  ‘  Do  you  call  it  rough  now  ?’  On  being  told 
that  the  captain  did  not  remember  to  have  faced  a 
worse  night  in  the  whole  of  his  experience,  the 
young  man  appeared  quite  delighted,  and,  mut¬ 
tering  as  he  turned  away,  ‘  I  think  I  can  manage, 
if  that  be  all,’  went  down  contentedly  to  his  cabin, 
leaving  the  captain  not  a  little  puzzled  at  the 
strange  freak  of  his  passenger.”  Having  thus 
acquainted  himself  with  the  obstacles  to  be  con¬ 
quered,  Napier  commenced  a  series  of  experiments 
to  determine  the  best  form  for  steam-vessels,  and, 
at  length,  contrived  a  new  and  very  superior  mode 
of  construction.  In  1818  he  established  the  ‘Rob 
Roy,’  of  about  90  tons,  between  Greenock  and 
Belfast ;  and  in  the  following  year  he  placed  the 
‘  Talbot,’ of  150  tons,  on  the  line  between  Holv- 
head  and  Dublin,  w'here  she  was  soon  followed  by 
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the  ‘Iv  hoe,’  of  170  tons.*  Post-office  packets 
were  not  regularly  established  between  those  ports 
until  1821,  but  they  soon  reduced  the  communica¬ 
tion  to  a  degree  of  regularity  previously  unknown. 
From  that  time  the  use  of  steam-vessels  upon  the 
open  sea  made  rapid  and  most  successful  progress. 

Notwithstanding  the  previous  completion  of 
those  grand  features  of  the  modern  steam-engine 
by  which  it  was  rendered  available  as  a  prime 
mover  of  machinery,  many  important  improve¬ 
ments  were  introduced  during  the  period  now 
under  notice,  tending  to  increase  its  efficiency,  to 
adapt  it  to  new  purposes,  and  to  lessen  the  con¬ 
sumption  of  fuel  required  to  produce  a  given  effect. 
No  more  striking  illustration  could  be  adduced  of 
the  progress  effected  in  the  latter  branch  of  im¬ 
provement  than  that  afforded  by  the  progressive 
increase  of  duly,  or  amount  of  work  done  by  the 
consumption  of  a  given  amount  of  fuel,  of  the  steam- 
engines  employed  in  draining  the  Cornish  mines. 
The  comparatively  early  period  at  which  steam- 
engines  were  employed  in  these  works — the  high 
price  of  the  fuel  consumed  by  their  furnaces,  which 
is  necessarily  brought  from  a  considerable  distance 
— and  the  circumstance  that  the  gradual  exhaustion 
of  the  more  accessible  and  richer  veins  of  ore  ren¬ 
dered  necessary  increasing  economy  of  working, 
in  order  to  the  profitable  extraction  of  the  deeper 
and  less  valuable  ores,  all  combined  to  excite  a 
spirit  of  emulation  in  the  Cornish  engineers,  which 
have  led  to  the  most  surprising  results,  though 
the  more  remarkable  advances  made  by  them  have 
been  realised  since  the  year  1820.  For  the  sake 
of  convenient  calculation  and  comparison,  the 
amount  of  duty  is  expressed  by  the  number  of 
pounds  weight  which  might  be  raised  one  foot  high 
by  the  consumption  of  a  bushel  of  coals  ;  and  bv 
bringing  the  average  results  of  the  working  of 
steam  pumping-engines  at  various  periods  to  the 
same  standard,  it  has  been  found  that  from  the 
commencement  of  Watt’s  improvements  to  the 
present  time  the  power  obtainable  from  the  con¬ 
sumption  of  a  bushel  of  coal  has  been  multiplied 
at  least  tenfold. 

The  augmentation  of  power  in  proportion  to  the 
consumption  of  fuel,  and,  consequently,  to  the 
expense  of  working,  was  less  the  result  of  any 
one  grand  improvement,  than  of  the  combination 
of  a  great  number  of  minor  ameliorations  in  the 
details  of  working,  attributable  to  the  successful 
application  of  knowledge  derived  from  practical 
experience.  It  must  not,  however,  be  inferred  from 
this  that  the  period  under  review  was  suffered  to 
elapse  without  some  inventions  of  marked  and 
prominent  character  in  this  class  of  machinery. 
Of  these,  one  of  the  most  important  was  the  intro¬ 
duction  of  what  are  called  high-pressure  steam- 
engines,  in  which  the  steam  is  heated  to  a  higher 
degree,  and,  consequently,  raised  to  a  much  greater 
degree  of  elasticity  than  in  low-pressure  en¬ 
gines,  and  its  effect  is  produced  solely  by  the  pre¬ 
ponderance  of  its  pressure  over  that  of  the  almo- 
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sphere,  without  the  aid  of  condensation  to  produce 
a  partial  vacuum.  The  advantages  of  this  kind  of 
engine  consist  in  its  comparative  simplicity,  light¬ 
ness,  and  compactness ;  qualities  which  render  it 
peculiarly  applicable  to  locomotive  purposes,  and 
in  cases  where  saving  of  space  is  of  importance. 
The  idea  of  working  an  engine  solely  by  the 
elasticity  of  steam  raised  to  a  very  high  temperature 
was  by  no  means  new  ;  and  some  of  the  earliest 
experiments  of  Watt  w-ere  directed  to  this  kind  of 
engine.  These,  however,  he  soon  abandoned ;  and 
he  appears  subsequently  to  have  entertained  a  pre¬ 
judice  against  the  use  of  high-pressure  steam, 
probably  on  account  of  the  risk  of  accidents  by 
the  bursting  of  the  boilers  in  which  it  was  gene¬ 
rated,  a  risk  which  it  became  comparatively  easy 
to  provide  against  as  improvements  were  effected 
in  the  manufacture  of  machinery.  At  length 
Messrs.  Richard  Trevithick  and  Andrew  Vivian, 
two  engineers  residing  at  Camborne,  in  Cornw'all, 
in  their  endeavours  to  produce  a  steam-engine 
adapted  for  locomotive  purposes,  contrived  a  ma¬ 
chine,  which  immediately  became  a  valuable  ad¬ 
dition  to  the  available  machinery  of  the  country  ; 
and,  as  the  expiration  of  the  extended  term  of 
Watt’s  patent  threw  open  his  inventions  to  public 
use,  many  schemes  were  brought  forward  in  which 
some  features  of  his  machine  were  combined  with 
others  of  novel  character.  Among  these  one  of  the 
most  prominent  was  the  engine  patented  in  1804 
by  a  Cornish  engineer  named  Arthur  Woolfe,  which 
may  be  familiarly  described  as  combining  the  high- 
pressure  non-condensing  engine  of  Trevithick  with 
the  low-pressure  condensing  engine  of  Watt. 

Considerable  improvements  in  the  science  of 
mining,  and  in  the  machinery  employed  for  ex¬ 
tracting,  dressing,  and  otherwise  preparing  mineral 
products  for  use,  were  effected  during  the  period 
now  under  notice,  as  well  as  in  those  immediately 
preceding  it.  The  most  striking  changes  are  those 
that  have  been  effected  in  the  working  of  coal-mines. 
Such  excavations  were  formerly  laid  out  with  so 
little  system,  and  with  so  imperfect  a  knowledge, 
that  it  frequently  happened  that  not  one-half  of  the 
contents  of  the  mine  was  extracted.  Before  the 
close  of  the  eighteenth  century  the  use  of  timber 
pillars  was  partially  introduced,  and  thus,  instead 
of  leaving  about  60  per  cent,  of  the  coal  unworked, 
which  was  not  unusual  in  deep  mines,  from  40  to 
50  per  cent,  only  was  allowed  to  remain ;  and  by 
a  further  extension  of  this  improved  system,  intro¬ 
duced  in  1810,  a  still  further  portion  of  coal  was 
rendered  capable  of  extraction,  so  that  80  or  90  per 
cent,  of  the  whole  contents  of  the  mine  might  be 
brought  to  market.  A  few  years  after  that  time 
Sir  Humphry  Davy’s  safety-lamp  was  introduced. 
All  other  improvements,  however,  would  have  been 
of  comparatively  little  value  to  the  coal-miner,  if 
he  had  not  also  found,  in  the  increasing  applica¬ 
tion  of  the  steam-engine,  an  accession  of  power 
equal  to  the  increasing  exigences  of  his  hazardous 
culling. 

No  class  of  improvements  relating  to  the  prac- 
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tice  of  mining  present  a  greater  claim  to  notice 
than  those  which  relate  to  ventilation,  and  to  con¬ 
trivances  for  obviating  the  dangers  which  arise 
from  noxious  and  explosive  gases.  Dr.  Ure*  in¬ 
forms  us  that  “  Before  the  steam-engine  was  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  drainage  of  the  mines,  and  the  extraction 
of  the  coal,  the  excavations  were  of  such  limited 
extent,  that  when  inflammable  air  accumulated  in 
the  fore-heads,  it  was  usual  in  many  collieries  to 
fire  it  every  morning.”  In  coal-mines  laid  out 
on  the  modern  system,  such  rude  and  dangerous 
methods  are  superseded  by  a  well-digested  scheme 
of  ventilation,  by  which  a  current  of  air,  descending 
what  is  called  the  down-cast  shaft,  is  compelled,  by 
the  use  of  wooden  partitions,  double  doors,  and 
other  contrivances,  to  pass  successively  through 
every  gallery  of  the  mine,  and  afterwards  to  escape 
by  the  up-cast  shaft,  carrying  with  it,  as  fast  as  it 
is  emitted  from  the  seams  of  coal,  any  deleterious 
or  explosive  gases  which  it  may  meet  with  in  its 
course  through  the  workings  of  the  mine.  It  is 
said  that  the  plan  of  coursing  the  air  through  the 
winding  galleries,  which  in  some  cases  extended  to 
thirty  miles  or  more,  and,  as  it  were,  converting 
the  whole  of  the  passages  into  air-pipes,  was  ori¬ 
ginally  contrived  about  the  year  1760,  by  Mr.  James 
Spedding,  ofWorkington.f  This  system,  however, 
was  far  from  perfect ;  and  about  the  year  1807  a 
very  important  improvement  was  invented  by  Mr. 
Buddie.  Having  devoted  much  attention  to  the 
subject,  he  perceived  that  if  the  current  of  air 
could  be  divided,  so  that  that  part  which  passed 
through  the  clean  workings,  or  such  as  were  free 
from  inflammable  gases,  might  pass  ofl’  as  usual 
by  the  furnace,  while  that  part  which  coursed 
through  the  foul  workings,  and  thereby  became 
charged  with  explosive  vapours,  might  be  kept 
separate,  and  conducted  into  the  up-cast  shaft  at 
such  a  distance  above  the  furnace  as  to  be  secure 
from  ignition,  a  principal  cause  of  accident  might 
be  obviated.  By  arrangements  formed  upon  this 
principle,  and  by  the  application  of  scientific  know¬ 
ledge,  which  may  frequently  enable  the  mining  en¬ 
gineer  to  predict  and  provide  against,  or  at  least 
mitigate  the  effects  of,  sudden  explosions,  by  baro¬ 
metric  or  other  observations,  the  modern  miner  is 
enabled  to  carry  on  his  operations  with  comparative 
safety  in  situations  which  would  formerly  have  been 
deemed  utterly  impracticable. 

The  safety-lamp  invented  by  Sir  Humphry  Davy 
was  contrived  to  afford  additional  security  to  the 
miner,  by  enabling  him  to  carry  on  his  operations 
■with  but  little  risk  in  an  atmosphere  so  highly 
charged  with  explosive  gases  as  to  ignite  if  the 
flame  of  a  lighted  candle  be  brought  into  contact 
with  it ;  the  occasional  occurrence  of  which  is 
inevitable  even  in  the  best  ventilated  and  most 
carefully  managed  mines.  Public  attention  was 
particularly  drawn  to  this  important  subject  in 
consequence  of  an  unusually  destructive  explosion 
in  the  Felling  colliery,  near  Newcastle,  on  the 

•  Dictionary  of  Arts,  Manufactures,  and  Mines,  p.  983. 
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25th  of  May,  1812,  by  which  ninety-two  persons 
lost  their  lives ;  and  within  a  few  years  after 
that  awful  calamity  several  varieties  of  safety-lamp 
were  contrived  by  ingenious  men  to  meet  the 
difficulty.  None  of  these,  however,  were  of  a 
sufficiently  practical  character,  excepting  that  in¬ 
vented  by  Sir  Humphry  Davy,  the  result  of  a 
course  of  philosophical  investigation  to  which  the 
attention  of  that  eminent  chemist  was  first  directed 
in  1815.  He  found  that  even  the  most  explosive 
mixtures  of  gases  required  an  intense  heat,  greater 
than  the  red-heat  of  iron,  to  inflame  them,  and  also 
that  they  could  not  be  ignited  through  metallic  tubes 
of  very  small  diameter.  This  discovery  led  him  to 
try  the  effect  of  woven  wire-gauze,  which  he  also 
found  to  form,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  a 
complete  barrier  to  the  passage  of  flame,  although 
it  offered  but  little  impediment  to  the  passage  of 
inflammable  gas  or  of  light.  He  therefore  pro¬ 
duced  a  sirnple,*cheap,  and  easily  manageable  lamp, 
the  flame  of  which  was  surrounded  by  a  cylindrical 
cage  of  wire-gauze,  accurately  closed  in  at  top  and 
bottom  so  as  to  prevent  the  admission  of  air  except¬ 
ing  through  its  meshes  or  interstices. 

Armed  with  this  apparatus,  the  miner  is  enabled 
fearlessly  to  enter  workings  of  the  most  dangerous 
character  ;  while  the  ignition  of  such  inflammable 
gas  as  may  pass  through  the  wire-gauze  into  the 
cage  of  the  lamp  gives  him  an  accurate  knowledge 
of  the  extent  to  which  the  air  is  impregnated  with 
fire-damp,  and  warns  him  when  it  is  prudent  to 
retire. 

Even  the  introduction  of  this  lamp,  however, 
has  failed  to  put  an  end  to  the  fearful  catastrophes 
incidental  to  the  invaluable  labours  of  the  coal¬ 
miner,  though  there  can  be  no  reasonable  doubt 
that  many  more  fatal  accidents  would  have  occurred 
but  for  its  extensive  use.  From  facts  laid  before 
the  parliamentary  committee  above  referred  to,  it 
would  appear  that,  as  nearly  as  can  be  computed, 
447  persons  were  killed  by  accidents  in  mines  in 
the  counties  of  Durham  and  Northumberland  in 
the  eighteen  years  preceding  the  invention  of  the 
‘  Davy,’  while  in  the  eighteen  years  following  its 
introduction  the  number  of  lives  lost  from  similar 
causes  in  the  same  district  amounted  to  538.  It 
must,  however,  be  remembered  that  in  many  cases 
it  has  been  found  impossible  to  persuade  men  to 
adopt  the  safety-lamp,  because  of  its  diminished 
light  as  compared  with  an  open  candle,  while  in 
some  instances  persons  who  have  adopted  it  have 
been  tempted,  for  the  same  reason,  to  take  off  the 
wire-guard  when  requiring  additional  light.  More 
recent  experiments  have  shown  that  the  wire-gauze 
guard  does  not  afford  sufficient  security  when  ex¬ 
posed  to  brisk  currents  of  air,  and,  consequently,  im¬ 
proved  safety-lamps  have  been  contrived,  in  which 
there  is  an  exterior  covering  of  glass,  besides  the 
wire-gauze,  an  improvement  which  not  only  renders 
them  far  more  secure,  but  also  greatly  increases  the 
power  of  the  light ;  but  ■without  undervaluing  these 
improvements,  or  claiming  too  much  for  the  inven¬ 
tion,  as  it  left  the  hands  of  Davy,  we  must  look  to 
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other  causes  than  the  admitted  imperfection  of  the 
safety-lamp  for  an  explanation  of  the  increased 
number  of  colliery  accidents  in  the  North  of  Eng¬ 
land.  The  parliamentary  committee  of  1835  ob¬ 
served,  in  illustration  of  this  increased  fatality,  that 
the  quantity  of  coal  raised  has  very  greatly  in¬ 
creased  ;  that  many  dangerous  mines  have  been 
successfully  carried  on,  though  in  a  most  inflam¬ 
mable  state,  and  that  without  injury  to  the  general 
health  of  the  people  employed  in  them  ;  and  that 
the  feeling  of  security  produced  by  the  use  of  the 
safety-lamp  led  to  the  neglect,  in  a  great  measure, 
of  the  precautions  and  vigilance  formerly  called 
into  exercise.* 

A  new  and  most  valuable  application  of  this 
mineral  was  effected  during  the  present  period  in 
the  manufacture  of  gas  for  illuminating  streets  and 
buildings.  It  is  supposed  that  coal-gas  was  first 
applied  to  this  purpose  in  1792  by  Mr.  William 
Murdoch,  a  Cornish  engineer,  at  his  own  house  and 
offices  at  Redruth.  On  occasion  of  the  peace  of 
Amiens  in  1802,  this  gentleman,  who  was  long 
connected  with  Messrs.  Boulton  and  Watt,  illumi¬ 
nated  part  of  the  Soho  works  with  gas-lights ;  and 
in  the  years  1804-5  gas  was  applied  to  the  light¬ 
ing  of  some  extensive  cotton-mills  at  Manchester. 
About  the  same  time  an  enterprising  German, 
named  Winsor,  endeavoured  to  attract  public  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  advantages  of  the  new  light  for  illumi¬ 
nating  the  streets  of  London.  Fle  lighted  Pall 
iMall  in  1807,  and  raised  a  subscription  of  50,000/. 
for  his  experiments,  the  whole  of  which  was  sunk 
without  any  pecuniary  return.  But  the  practicabi¬ 
lity  of  the  project  was  established;  in  1813  the 
first  chartered  gas-company  for  lighting  the  metro¬ 
polis  was  formed ;  and,  though  they  laboured  long 
amidst  discouragement,  they  at  length  reaped  their 
reward,  and  in  a  few  years  gas-lighting  was  intro¬ 
duced  not  only  throughout  London,  but  in  all  the 
principal  towns  in  the  country.t 

In  a  paper  read  by  Mr.  Joseph  Came  before  the 
Royal  Geological  Society  of  Cornwall,  in  1824,J 
which  contains  an  account  of  the  principal  modern 
improvements  in  mining,  especially  as  connected 
with  the  Cornish  copper-mines,  it  is  remarked  that 
until  within  little  more  than  half  a  century  pre¬ 
vious  to  the  above  date  “  the  art  of  mining  in 
Cornwall”  (for,  as  Mr.  Came  observes,  it  could 
then  scarcely  be  called  a  science),  “  as  well  as  the 
sciences  most  nearly  connected  with  it,  had  con¬ 
tinued  almost  stationary  within  the  recollection  of 
the  oldest  inhabitants.”  Since  that  period,  how¬ 
ever,  numerous  improvements  have  been  introduced, 
not  only  in  the  art  of  mining  itself,  but  also  in  the 
various  processes  more  or  less  directly  connected 
with  it.  Among  those  noticed  in  detail  by  Mr. 
Came  are  inq)rovements  in  ventilation,  by  which, 

•  Dr.  Ltc’s  Dictiouiiry  of  Arts,  See.,  article's  *  Pit-Coal/  ‘  Lamp  of 
Davy,’  anil  ‘  Safety- Lamp  Report  of  Select  Committee  of  the  House 
<jf  Comtnon.s  on  Accidents  in  Mines,  183.'). 

t  Dv.Ure’sDictioniiry  of  Art.s,  and  Ilebert’s  Kniiineer’sand  Mechanic’s 
lOncvclopirdia,  art.  *  Gas-Li^litin.; Knijrht’s  Loudon,  vol.  i.  p.  111. 

X  This  interesiini^  paper,  *  On  the  period  of  the  coinmeneement  of 
(’opper-minin;'  in  CornwalL  and  on  the  Improvements  Mhich  have 
been  inatle  in  Minima.’  was  published  in  the  tliird  volume  of  the 
Transactvons  of  the  above  Society,  pp.  35-86. 
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among  other  advantages,  the  workmen  had  been 
enabled,  without  increased  injury  to  their  health, 
to  extend,  except  in  peculiar  cases,  their  time  of 
work  in  the  mines  from  six  to  eight  hours  in  every 
day.  Lormerly,  from  a  deficiency  either  of  capital 
or  of  enterprise,  the  miners  seldom  extended  their 
operations  beyond  a  single  vein  of  ore,  although 
others  might  exist  in  the  immediate  vicinity,  and 
the  miners  were  seldom  supplied  with  a  reserve  of 
engine-power  available  in  case  of  accident.  But 
the  case  was  materially  altered  when  Mr.  Came 
wrote,  at  a  period  sufficiently  near  to  the  close  of  the 
present  period.  “  There  is,”  he  observes,  “  a  suffi¬ 
ciency  of  power  for  all  occasions ;  everything  is  in 
readiness  before  it  is  wanted,  and,  in  consequence, 
an  interruption  of  the  work  rarely  happens,  unless 
from  circumstances  which  can  neither  be  foreseen 
nor  guarded  against ;  the  sump  (or  deepest  engine- 
shaft)  is  sunk  so  rapidly,  that  a  level  may  be 
driven  into  the  lode  every  year  in  many  of  the 
deepest  mines,  and  thus  the  lodes  are  more  speedily 
and  more  fully  explored  ;  the  neighbouring  country 
is  ransacked  in  search  of  other  lodes ;  double  the 
former  number  of  workmen  are  employed;  and 
the  produce  is  amazingly  increased.”  “  Scarcely 
any  mine,”  he  adds,  “  thirty  years  ago  produced 
500  tons  of  ore  in  a  month,  but  we  have  lately 
seen  a  produce  of  nearly  1500  tons  in  the  same 
period;”  and,  he  further  observes,  “  All  this  ad¬ 
ditional  labour  is  performed  at  nearly  the  same 
expense  in  draining  the  water,  in  agency,  and  in 
many  other  respects,  as  if  only  half  the  number  of 
workmen  were  employed.”  These  improvements, 
which  were  introduced  so  gradually  as  to  render  it 
difficult  to  assign  them  to  their  precise  dates,  were, 
as  would  appear  by  a  subsequent  part  of  Mr. 
Game’s  communication,*  accompanied  by  a  marked 
increase  of  intelligence  and  desire  for  mental  im¬ 
provement  among  the  working  miners.  It  is  a 
noticeable  point  in  the  history  of  the  British  copper- 
trade,  that,  owing  to  the  want  of  coal  in  Cornwall, 
and  the  heavy  expense  of  conveying  a  sufficient 
quantity  of  coal  to  the  mines,  as  was  formerly  done 
by  some  of  the  Cornish  mining  companies,  it  has 
been  found  most  economical  to  convey  the  copper- 
ore  to  places  where  coal  is  abundant,  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  smelting ;  and,  consequently,  most  of  the 
Cornish  copper,  as  well  as  that  ])roduced  in  Ire¬ 
land,  has  latterly  been  smelted  in  furnaces  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Swansea.  The  consumption  of 
coal  in  smelting  the  Cornish  copper-ores  was  esti¬ 
mated,  towards  the  close  of  the  reign  of  George 
HI.,  to  be  about  200,000  tons,  and  it  was  calcu¬ 
lated  that  about  the  same  quantity  was  used  in  the 
various  manufactures  of  brass  and  copper.f 

The  chief  circumstance  of  importance  in  the 
history  of  the  tin  trade  towards  the  close  of  the 
eighteenth  century,  was  the  rise  of  the  demand  for 
British  tin  in  China  and  India,  the  circumstances 
of  which  are  narrated  in  the  preceding  Book.J  As 

•  Trans.  Grol.  Soc.  vol.  iii.  p.  «5. 

t  Ldinbur^h  Kncyclopicdia,  art.  *  lMi"l.\ntL’ 

j  See  antc»  vol.  iii.  pp  081,  682. 
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there  stated,  the  East  India  Company  undertook 
to  purchase  a  large  quantity  of  tin  for  exportation 
at  75/.  per  ton;  but  by  the  year  1809,  owing  to 
the  increasing  demands  of  the  home  market,  the 
price  rose  so  materially  that  the  producers  of  tin 
refused  any  longer  to  supply  the  Company  at  that 
price.  In  1811  the  Company  agreed  to  pay  78/. 
per  ton,  and,  in  1812,  80/.  per  ton ;  but,  notwith¬ 
standing  these  advances,  this  branch  of  the  tin 
trade  entirely  ceased  in  1817,  the  supply  of  the 
home  market  being  found  more  profitable.  The 
consumption  of  tin  in  Great  Britain,  vvhich  had  been 
about  754  tons  per  annum  in  the  decennial  period 
from  1791  to  1800,  was  1118  tons  per  annum  on  an 
average  of  the  next  ten  years,  1801  to  1810,  and 
1600  tons  per  annum  on  an  average  from  1811  to 
1820,  after  which  it  continued  to  rise  at  a  still 
greater  rate.  To  meet  this  increased  demand  there 
was,  during  the  greater  part  of  the  period  under 
review,  no  increase,  but  a  trifling  diminution,  in  the 
supply  of  tin  from  the  Cornish  mines,  their  annual 
average  produce  from  1801  to  1805  having  been 
2720  tons;  from  1806  to  1810,  2425  tons;  and 
from  1811  to  1815,  2526  tons;  while  even  during 
the  last  quinquennial  period,  from  1816  to  1820, 
though  the  average  rose  to  3411  tons,  the  supply 
was  only  about  166  tons  per  annum  more  than  in 
the  last  ten  years  of  the  eighteenth  century.  Be¬ 
tween  1783  and  1790  the  proportion  of  British  tin 
exported  was  about  seven-tenths  of  the  total  pro¬ 
duce ;  from  1791  to  1800  it  was  about  three- 
fourths  ;  during  the  period  embraced  in  the  present 
Book  it  was  about  one-half;  and  since  1820  it  has 
fallen  to  a  much  lower  proportion.  The  price  of 
British  tin  on  an  average,  from  1811  to  1815,  was 
not  less  than  about  7/.  per  cwt.  ;  but,  in  1820,  it 
was  as  low  as  3/.  I3.y.  0(/.  per  cwt.:  this  fall  in 
price,  and  the  comparatively  low  price  of  subse¬ 
quent  years,  being,  as  observed  by  M'Culloch,* 
owing  to  a  variety  of  causes,  “  partly  to  improve¬ 
ments  in  the  art  of  working  the  mines,  partly  to 
the  increased  supply  of  metal  obtained  from  them, 
and  partly  and  principally  to  the  competition  of 
the  tin  of  'Banca  and  of  the  Malay  countries.” 
“  Previously  to  1814,”  he  proceeds,  “we  had  in 
some  measure  a  monopoly  of  the  market  of  the 
world.  But  since  then  the  Banca  mines  have  been 
wrought  with  unusual  spirit;  and  their  produce 
has  been  so  much  increased,  as  not  only  fully  to 
supply  the  market  of  China,  to  which  we  formerly 
exported  from  600  to  1000  tons,  but  to  meet  us  in 
every  European  market.” 

A  few  statistical  statements  will  suffice  to  show 
how  greatly  the  British  iron  manufactures  were 
extended  during  the  present  period,  under  the 
combined  influence  of  improvements  in  the  pro¬ 
cesses  of  manufacture,  and  increased  demand,  not 
only  for  ordinary  purposes,  but  for  many  purposes 
to  which  iron  had  been  applied  recently  for  the 
first  time.  The  returns  quoted  in  the  preceding 
Book]'  show  that  in  the  year  1802,  about  the 

•  Dictionary  of  CommiTce,  art.  ‘  Tin.’ 
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commencement  of  the  present  period.  Great  Britain 
possessed  168  blast  furnaces,  producing  about 
170,000  tons  of  iron  annually.  In  1806,  accord¬ 
ing  to  estimates  made  upon  occasion  of  the  revival 
of  a  scheme  for  taxing  the  iron  manufacture,  by 
imposing  a  tax  upon  pig-iron,  there  were  227 
furnaces  for  smelting  iron-ore  by  means  of  coke 
fuel,  the  annual  produce  of  which  amounted  to 
about  250,000  tons,  although  it  is  stated  that  only 
159  furnaces  were  in  a  state  of  activity  at  once. 
How  greatly  the  manufacture  increased  after  the  year 
1806  may  be  understood  from  the  fact  that  in  1820, 
after  the  return  of  peace  had  destroyed  one  im¬ 
portant  source  of  demand,  the  amount  of  iron  pro¬ 
duced  annually  was  about  400,000  tons,  of  which 
Wales  produced  150,000  tons,  or  more  than  was 
made  in  the  whole  of  Great  Britain  in  1796  ;  while 
180,000  tons  were  produced  in  Shropshire  and 
Staflbrdshire,  50,000  tons  in  Yorkshire  and  Derby¬ 
shire,  and  20,000  tons  in  Scotland,  and  a  few  other 
places  in  England.  In  the  valuable  sketch  of  the 
industrial  resources  of  the  country,  published  about 
the  close  of  the  reign  of  George  III.,  in  the  article 
‘  England,’  in  the  ‘  Supplement  to  the  Ency¬ 
clopaedia  Britannica,’  it  is  observed  that  the  re¬ 
turn  of  peace,  by  suspending  entirely  the  demand 
of  government,  caused  a  Ic^ng  and  general  inacti¬ 
vity  in  this  important  manufacture.  “  Many  of 
our  iron-works,”  we  are  here  informed,  “  were 
suspended,  and  the  workmen  with  their  families 
reduced,  in  1816  and  1817,  to  great  distress.  Tem¬ 
porary  relief  was  afforded  them  by  private  sub¬ 
scriptions,  and  by  application  of  the  poor’s-rate  ; 
but  it  was  not  until  the  general  revival  of  business 
in  the  latter  part  of  1818,  that  the  workmen  were 
restored  to  employment,  or  enabled  to  earn  even  a 
scanty  livelihood.” 

The  imports  of  foreign  iron  to  this  countrv^ 
although  greatly  diminished  prior  to  the  close  of 
the  eighteenth  century,  continued  to  average  as 
much  as  34,000  tons  per  annum  in  the  five  years 
ending  with  1805;  but  the  increased  activity  of 
the  British  iron-works,  and  improved  quality  of 
their  produce,  greatly  reduced  the  demand  for 
foreign  iron  before  the  close  of  the  period.  And, 
while  the  home  consumption  increased  in  a  sur¬ 
prising  degree,  and  the  importation  of  foreign  iron 
was  greatly  reduced  (being,  indeed,  almost  con¬ 
fined  to  the  supply  of  Swedish  iron  for  the  purpose 
of  making  steel,  for  which  it  is  peculiarly  adapted), 
a  rapid  increase  was  taking  place  in  the  exports  of 
iron  and  iron  goods  from  this  country. 

Among  the  more  important  of  the  new  applica¬ 
tions  of  iron  during  the  twenty  years  under  review 
were  its  employment  in  the  construction  of  sus¬ 
pension-bridges,  of  the  introduction  of  which  an 
account  has  been  already  given,  and  in  the  con¬ 
struction  of  chain-cables.  The  use  of  iron  chains 
in  lieu  of  hempen  cables  w'as  suggested  as  early  as 
the  year  1771,  by  M.  Bougainville,  who,  for  want 
of  such  a  means  of  security,  had,  on  one  occasion, 
lost  six  anchors  in  the  space  of  nine  days,  and  had 
consequently  been  in  imminent  danger  of  ship- 
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wreck.*  Notwithstanding  this  suggestion,  and  the 
frequent  occurrence  of  accidents  from  the  failure  of 
the  ordinary  cables,  it  was  not  until  forty  years  after 
the  above  date,  when,  from  1808  to  1814,  the 
difBculty  of  importing  hemp  from  foreign  countries 
raised  it  to  a  very  high  price,  that  chain-cables 
were  manufactured  to  any  important  extent.  Mr. 
Slater,  a  surgeon  in  the  navy,  who  obtained  a 
patent  on  the  subject  in  1808,  is  said  to  have  been 
the  first  to  revive  the  idea ;  but  he  seems  not  to 
have  possessed  the  means  of  carrying  his  proposals 
into  effect.  In  1811,  however.  Captain  Brown,  of 
the  West  India  merchant  service,  whose  share  in 
the  invention  of  suspension-bridges  has  been  no¬ 
ticed  in  a  preceding  page,  employed  chain-cables 
in  his  vessel,  the  ‘  Penelope,’  of  400  tons  burden ; 
and  the  result  of  his  experiments  was  so  satis¬ 
factory  as  to  lead  to  the  speedy  adoption  of  iron- 
cables,  and  also,  in  some  degree,  to  the  substitu¬ 
tion  of  iron  for  hemp  in  the  standing  rigging  of 
ships.  Several  improvements  were  subsequently 
introduced  in  the  construction  of  chain-cables  ;  and 
so  important  did  they  appear  to  the  shipping  in¬ 
terest,  after  the  lapse  of  a  few  years,  that,  when 
Mr.  Huskisson  proposed  in  parliament,  in  the 
year  1825,  a  reduction  of  the  import  duty  on  fo¬ 
reign  iron,  he  insisted  especially  on  the  great  im¬ 
portance  of  a  reduction  to  favour  the  importation  of 
Swedish  iron,  on  account  of  its  use  in  the  fabrica¬ 
tion  of  the  best  chain-cables. 

Among  improvements  effected  during  this  period 
in  the  processes  connected  with  the  manufacture 
of  iron  and  steel,  mention  may  be  made  of  a  me¬ 
thod  patented  in  1800  by  Mr.  Mushet,  of  Glas¬ 
gow,  to  whose  exertions  the  science  of  metallurgy 
in  this  country  is  deeply  indebted,  for  the  fusion 
of  malleable  iron,  or  of  iron  ore,  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  convert  them  immediately  into  cast-steel,  of 
such  a  quality  as  to  be  malleable  and  capable  of 
welding.  This  process  effected  an  important  sav¬ 
ing  of  time  and  expense,  and  produced  a  metal  so 
perfectly  fusible  as  to  be  capable  of  casting  in 
moulds  of  any  shape,  and  subsecjuently  finished  by 
filing  and  polishing,  suitable  for  the  casting  of 
stoves,  grates,  kitchen  utensils,  many  kinds  of 
wheels,  and  other  portions  of  mill-w'ork,  as  well  as 
various  other  sorts  of  machinery  and  useful  ar¬ 
ticles  which  could  not  be  cast  by  any  previous  pro¬ 
cess.  Another  kindred  invention,  which  has  proved 
highly  imi)ortant  in  the  extension  of  certain 
branches  of  the  hardware  manufacture,  was  pa¬ 
tented  in  1804  by  Samuel  Lucas,  a  Sheffield 
manufacturer.  By  this  process,  cast-iron,  either 
in  pigs  or  in  small  manufactured  articles,  may  be 
refined  and  rendered  malleable  and  fit  for  many 
purposes  for  which  wrought  or  rolled  iron  was 
formerly  necessary,  and  may  also  be  made  greatly 
to  resemble  steel  in  colour,  hardness,  and  brilliancy 
of  fracture.  Holland  observes,  “  that  the  discovery 
was  presently  turned  to  a  large  practical  account; 
....  the  variety  of  new  and  useful  purposes 
to  which  it  might  be  applied  were  soon  found 

•  M  Culloc-li’s  Dictionary  of  Commerce,  art.  '  Cables.’ 
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to  include  the  casting  of  all  sorts  of  cutlery  articles 
and  edge-tools,  from  the  largest  to  the  smallest, 
with  the  utmost  facility and  he  adds,  “from 
that  time  to  the  present  moment  immense  quanti¬ 
ties  of  wares,  bearing  in  the  trade  the  equivocal 
designation  of  run-steel,  have  been  daily  cast,  and 
treated  on  the  principle  of  the  fore-mentioned  dis¬ 
covery  ;  wdthout,  however,  the  pig-metal  under¬ 
going  any  alterative  process  whatever  between  the 
blast-furnace  and  the  melting-pot.”*  In  this  way 
are  made  great  quantities  of  bridle-bits,  stirrups, 
common  knives  and  forks,  snuffers,  and  various  ar¬ 
ticles  which  are  intended  to  receive  an  exterior  coat 
of  superior  metal,  such  as  goods  which  are  plated  on 
steel.  Nails  are  also  extensively  manufactured  in 
this  w’ay  at  a  very  cheap  rate,  and,  though  the  metal 
is  inferior  in  strength  and  toughness  to  hammered 
and  rolled  iron,  the  process  must  be  considered  of 
great  importance,  as  its  introduction  has  occasioned 
the  production  of  many  excellent  articles  at  not 
more  than  half  the  expense  at  which  they  could 
otherwise  be  made. 

Flow  important  the  manufacture  of  hardware, 
in  its  almost  innumerable  branches,  had  become 
during  the  present  period,  may  be  conceived  from 
an  estimate  published  in  1815  hy  the  late  Mr. 
William  Stevenson,  in  an  article  on  the  statistics 
of  England,  in  the  ‘  Edinburgh  Encyclopaedia,’ 
according  to  which  the  gross  value  of  all  the  articles 
annually  made  of  iron,  of  every  description,  was 
then  about  10,000,000/.  and  the  number  of  per¬ 
sons  employed  in  their  fabrication  about  200,000. 
The  annual  value  of  articles  made  of  brass  and 
copper  was  estimated  at  3,000,000/.,  and  the 
number  of  persons  employed  upon  them  at  50,000 ; 
and  the  value  of  the  steel,  plated,  and  hardware 
articles,  including  toys,t  at  4,000,000/.,  giving 
employment  to  70,000  persons. 

One  of  the  branches  of  our  manufactures  in  metal 
which  claims  special  notice  is  the  manufacture  of 
fire-arms,  of  the  earlier  progress  of  which  some 
notices  are  given  in  the  preceding  Book.|  It  ap¬ 
pears  that  long  after  this  branch  of  industry  was 

*  Holland's  *  Maniifactnres  in  Metal,’  i.  266-271.  This  writer 
adds,  “  Such  is  the  malleability  of  this  material,  when  good,  and  care¬ 
fully  treated,  that  we  have  seen  it  drawn  out  by  hammering  to  the 
flneness  of  a  knitting-needle,  and  on  taking  a  bit  of  it  to  an  experienced 
workman,  and  desiring  him  to  forge  it  into  a  small  blade,  he  succeeded 
in  the  attempt,  although  the  point  rather  crumbled  ;  and  on  hardening 
and  breaking  it  he  thouglit  it  looked  like  pretty  good  steel,  until  told 
that  it  was  a  piece  of  what  he  then  called  cast-iron.”  A  further  nc- 
couut  of  the  branch  of  manufacture  founded  upon  Lucas’s  process  is 
given  in  Hebert’s  ‘  Engineer’s  and  Mechanic’s  Encycloposdia,’  art. 

‘  Iron,’  vol,  i.  pp,  783,  784. 

*f*  The  term  toys,  as  employed  in  connexion  with  the  harrlware 
manufacture,  has  a  very  extended  signification.  Holland  describes 

heavy  steel  toys,”  as  a  class  of  articles  made  liy  the  Eirmiugham 
manufacturers,  differing  but  little,  in  most  respects,  I'rom  the  articles 
known  as '*  Lancashire  tools.”  excepting  in  their  inferior  workman¬ 
ship  and  more  showy  character.  ”  To  enumerate  all  the  ‘  tojs’  ot  this 
class,’’ he  observes,  ”  would  be  to  transcribe  a  large  list  of  miscella¬ 
neous  cheap  and  useful  wares,  from  a  joiner’s  hammer  to  a  shoe¬ 
maker’s  tack.  .  .  .  The  pincers  of  the  last  named  workman  and  the 
edged  nippers’commonly  in  use  for  breaking  up  loaf-sugar,  are  both 
of  them  well  known  s|)ecimen8  of  the  extensive  manufacture  now  ad¬ 
verted  to.  .  .  .  Light  steel  ‘  toys'*  embrace  the  smaller,  more  delicate, 
and  more  ornamental  articles  of  steel,  embracing  buckles,  and  a 
great  variety  of  trinkets  for  w  hich  England  was  formerly  indel>ted  to 
Milan,  Ilerliu,  and  other  foreign  marts.” — Manufactures  in  Metal,  vol. 
ii.  p.  3iy,  &c.  Burke  appears  to  have)  misunderstood  the  technical 
meaning  of  the  term  *  toys’  when  lie  called  Birmingham  the  toy¬ 
shop  of  Europe.” 

J  See  ante,  vol.  iii.  p.  085. 
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established  at  Birmingham,  guns  marked  “  Lon¬ 
don,”  were  generally  preferred  to  those  which  bore 
the  name  of  the  former  place,  and  that  conse¬ 
quently  the  Birmingham  gun-makers  were  in  the 
habit  of  stamping  their  goods  “  London.”  An 
attempt  was  made  in  1813  to  put  an  end  to  this 
practice,  and  a  bill  was  introduced  into  the  House 
of  Commons  to  compel  every  manufacturer  of  fire¬ 
arms  to  mark  them  wdth  his  real  name  and  place 
of  abode.  “The  Birmingham  gun-makers,”  ob¬ 
serves  Holland,  “took  the  alarm,  petitioned  the 
House  against  the  bill,  and  thirty-two  gun-makers 
instantly  subscribed  6.50/.  to  defray  the  expense  of 
opposing  it.”  “They  represented,”  he  adds, 
“  that  they  made  the  component  parts  of  the  Lon¬ 
don  guns,  which,  in  fact,  were  only  put  together 
and  marked  in  the  metropolis.”  Their  resistance 
was  successful,  for  the  obnoxious  bill  was  defeated, 
and  shortly  afterwards  the  gun-makers  of  Birming¬ 
ham  were  allowed  to  erect  a  proof-house  of  their 
own,  where  all  fire-arms  manufactured  in  the 
neighbourhood  are  subjected  to  the  proof  required 
by  the  Board  of  Ordnance,  and  subsequently  re¬ 
ceive  a  distinguishing  stamp.* 

A  highly  important  improvement  in  the  manu¬ 
facture  of  gun-barrels  was  effected  about  the  year 
1811,  and  patented  by  Mr.  John  Bradley,  a  Staf¬ 
fordshire  iron-master.  From  the  account  of  this 
invention,  given  by  Mr.  Babbage,!  it  would  appear 
that  this  improvement,  which  consisted  in  a  mode 
of  forming  skelps,  or  bars  of  iron  about  three  feet 
long,  four  inches  wide,  and  equal  in  thickness  to 
the  substance  of  the  intended  barrel,  by  an  inge¬ 
nious  process  of  rolling,  which  gave  additional 
thickness  and  strength  to  the  part  intended  to  form 
the  breech,  was  occasioned  by  a  combination  to 
obtain  increased  wages  on  tbe  part  of  tbe  workmen, 
who  had  been  accustomed  to  forge  skelps  by  hand. 
The  superior  skill  required  in  the  operation  secured 
them  good  wages,  but,  as  their  demands  upon  this 
occasion  were  very  exorbitant,  tbe  rolling  process 
alluded  to  was  contrived  to  supersede  the  necessity 
for  their  services.  While  it  was  successful  in  this 
respect,  the  new  process  was  further  advantageous 
in  producing  skelps  of  superior  quality  to  those 
forged  by  hand.  It  is  a  remarkable  fact,  that  a 
few  years  later  a  kindred  improvement  in  the 
welding  of  the  skelps  into  barrels  by  machinery 
in  lieu  of  hand  labour  was  brought  into  profitable 
operation  under  very  similar  circumstances. 

Of  the  immense  extent  of  this  manufacture  an 
idea  may  be  formed  from  the  fact  stated  by  Mr. 
M‘Culloch,  ]  that  between  the  years  1804  and 
1818,  the  Birmingham  manufacturers  made,  on 
account  of  government  and  the  private  trade, 
nearly  5,000,000  fire-arms.  It  appears  from  au¬ 
thorised  returns  quoted  in  a  pamphlet  upon  the 
manufacture  of  fire-arms,  by  Mr.  Parsons, §  that 

*  Holland’s  Manufactures  in  Metal,  vol.  ii.,  j).  95. 

+  Economy  of  Machinery  and  Manufactures,  sect.  362.  Further 
particulars  of  this  invention  are  given  by  IIolluiul,  vol.  ii.  p.  96. 

1  Statistical  Account  of  the  British  Empire,  i.  696. 

§  Holland  refers  to  this  pamphlet  on  pp.  113,  114,  of  the  second 
volume  of  his  Manufactures  in  Metal,  from  which  the  remaining  facts 
in  tiic  above  paragraph  arc  derived. 


from  1804  to  1815,  during  the  war,  more  than 
two-thirds  of  the  fire-arms  made  for  the  Board  of 
Ordnance  were  made  in  Birmingham ;  and  that 
the  numbers  of  stands  of  arms  fabricated  there  for 
the  British  government  in  the  years  1812  and 
1813  were  288,741  and  320,043  respectively. 
During  the  period  of  greatest  activity  Holland  ob¬ 
serves  that  it  was  understood  that  the  Birmingham 
manufacturers  made  a  musket  per  minute,*  and 
supplied  them  to  the  British  government  at  the  con¬ 
tract  price  of  36^.  each.  After  the  peace  a  great 
reduction  took  place  in  the  price,  and,  in  1830, 
when  the  French  government  contracted  with 
British  manufacturers  for  the  supply  of  140,000 
stands  of  arms,  the  price  paid,  which  was  considered 
liberal,  was  about  28  francs,  or  not  quite  23s.  per 
gun. 

The  first  twenty  years  of  tbe  present  century 
witnessed  considerable  changes  in  the  cutlery  trade, 
and  even  in  the  manufacture  itself,  owing  to  the 
increasing  importance  of  a  class  of  speculators 
termed  factors,  who  took  advantage  of  the  fluctua¬ 
tion  of  the  market  to  purchase  large  quantities  of 
goods  at  a  depreciated  price,  and  who,  by  their 
enterprising  spirit,  soon  obtained  considerable  in¬ 
fluence  in  the  foreign  markets,  and  conducted  their 
dealings  on  so  extensive  a  scale  as  to  throw  trades¬ 
men  of  the  old  school  into  the  background.  For¬ 
merly  the  artisans  employed  in  the  cutlery  manu¬ 
facture  were  generally  paid  by  the  piece,  and  em¬ 
ployed  in  workshops  supplied  Avith  the  necessary 
tools  and  machinery  by  the  master  manufacturers, 
who  found  all  the  materials,  and  conducted  all 
negociations  Avith  the  parties  who  supplied  them, 
and  the  dealers  or  exporting  merchants  who  pur¬ 
chased  the  finished  goods.  When,  however,  sea¬ 
sons  of  commercial  depression  succeeded  one  an¬ 
other,  as  they  did  during  part  of  the  present  period, 
this  system  could  no  longer  be  maintained ;  many 
of  the  masters  were  ruined,  and  the  operatives, 
pressed  by  reduced  prices  and  want  of  Avork,  be¬ 
took  themselves  to  the  factors,  who  first  advanced 
money  to  enable  them  to  procure  the  necessary 
tools,  and  then  supplied  materials  for  making  up 
into  finished  articles  on  terms  so  exceedingly  low, 
that  they  Avere  often  sold  for  less  than  the  amount 
of  the  mere  Avages  of  labour  Avould  be  in  an  ordinary 
course  of  business.  This  arrangement  caused  a 
vast  over-production  of  cheap  and  worthless  wares, 
destroyed  the  good  feeling  Avhich  had  previously 
existed  between  masters  and  workmen,  and  also 
reduced  the  operator  to  a  state  of  abject  servility, 
much  of  his  scanty  remuneration  being  paid  not 
in  money,  but  in  articles  of  food  and  clothing, 
supplied  upon  Avliatever  terms  the  factors  might 
choose  to  impose. 

Another  circumstance  of  importance  in  the 
history  of  the  cutlery  manufacture  was  the  passing 

*  Supposiug  tbe  work  to  be  carried  on  incessaiitly^^night  and  day, 
exceptiii^  Sundays,  liiis  would  be  at  tlic  rate  of  4jO,<2U  iiiaycarot 
313  workinj' days,  of  twenty-foor  hours  eacli  ;  but,  suiiposing  the 
work  to  be  carried  on  durin;j  sixteen  liours  only  in  each  day  the 
numlier  for  a  year  would  be  300,210,  ,whicli  is  less  than  the  supply  to 
jjovernraeiil  alone  in  1813. 
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of  an  act  in  the  year  1814,  hy  which  the  exclusive 
privileges  granted  to  the  corporation  of  cutlers  of 
Ilallamshire  in  1624  were  abolished,  and  all  per¬ 
sons  were  allowed  to  carry  on  business  within  the 
district  indiscriminately,  without  being  freemen, 
having  served  an  apprenticeship,  or  having  obtained 
from  the  corporation  a  mark  for  their  goods. 
“  This  liberal  and  judicious  measure,”  observes 
Mr.  M‘Cullocb,  “  has  been  of  great  service  to  the 
town  (of  Shefbeld),  by  inducing  men  of  talent  and 
enterprise,  from  all  parts  of  the  country,  to  settle 
in  it,  where  their  competition  and  industry  have 
had  the  best  effects.”  * 

Holland  relates,  in  his  historical  notice  of  the 
manufacture  of  metal  buttons,  a  branch  of  industry 
of  no  trifling  importance  in  this  country,  that  pre¬ 
vious  to  the  year  1814  upwards  of  1000  persons 
were  employed  in  Birmingham  in  the  production 
of  a  fancy  white  metal  button,  cut  by  an  engine, 
which  was  a  cheap  showy  article,  of  which  an  im¬ 
mense  quantity  were  exported  to  the  continent ; 
but  that  “  a  single  artisan,  well  acquainted  wdth  the 
processes  of  the  manufacture,  happening  to  be 
detained  by  Bonaparte,  stated  to  the  French  go¬ 
vernment  Ins  ability  to  establish  a  workshop,  and 

produce  the  button . He  was  immediately 

patronised  : — the  trade  presently  left  Birmingham, 
and  France  supplied  the  markets  of  Europe.” 
“  Another  article,”  he  proceeds,  “  called  the  Bath 
metal  drilled  shank-button,  and  of  which,  at  one 
time,  20,000  gross  (or  2,880,000  buttons)  per 
week  were  made  in  Birmingham,  was  lost  in  the 
same  w'ay.”  t 

Stevenson,  in  his  account  of  the  manufactures  of 
England  in  the  ‘  Edinburgh  Encyclopgcdia,’  in  1 81 5, 
estimated  the  total  value  of  the  articles  annually  ma¬ 
nufactured  at  Birmingham  at  about  2,000,000/., 
of  which  one-half  was  for  home  consumption,  while 
the  greater  part  of  the  remaining  half  was  ex¬ 
ported,  when  the  trade  was  open,  to  the  United 
States.  The  gross  annual  value  of  the  manu¬ 
factures  of  Sheffield  and  its  neighbourhood  he 
estimated  at  upwards  of  1,000,000/.,  probably 
about  1,200,000/.;  of  which,  also,  about  one-half 
were  for  home  consumption,  while  one-third  of 
the  whole  produce  had,  when  the  commercial 
intercourse  with  America  was  open,  been  sent  to 
the  United  States,  chiefly  in  the  form  of  knives, 
forks,  and  saws. 

Of  lead,  Mr.  Stevenson  estimated  that  from 
12,000  to  15,000  tons  were  then  produced  an¬ 
nually  from  the  British  mines.  The  produce  of 
lead  in  this  country  has  been  somewhat  on  the 
decline  for  a  considerable  time,  and  the  price  has 
been  very  greatly  affected  by  the  vast  supplies  of 
very  rich  ore  obtained  from  the  Spanish  mines, 
which  have  gradually  supplanted  those  of  England 
and  Wales  in  the  sujiply  of  a  considerable  portion 
of  the  foreign  trade. 

The  manufacture  of  zinc  is  a  branch  of  British 
industry  the  commencement  of  which  may  be 

•  Statistical  Account  of  tlic  Hriti.sh  l:mpirc,  i.  702» 
j-  Mumilactuies  ia  Metal,  iii.  38{>,  38C. 
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assigned  to  the  present  period.  Though  previously 
of  considerable  importance  as  a  constituent  of  brass, 
zinc  was  not  manufactured  into  wire  or  domestic 
utensils  until  about  the  year  1805,  down  to  which 
time,  indeed,  it  was,  Ifom  its  want  of  malleability 
under  similar  circumstances  to  other  metals,  called 
a  semi-metal.  In  that  year,  however,  a  patent  was 
obtained  by  Messrs.  Hobson  and  Sylvester  for  a 
method  of  manufacturing  zinc  into  wire,  and  into 
vessels  and  utensils  for  culinary  and  other  pur¬ 
poses  ;  and  a  second  patent,  obtained  by  the  same 
parties  in  the  same  year,  specified  an  application 
of  zinc,  in  the  form  of  sheets,  for  sheathing  ships, 
roofing  buildings,  and  lining  waterspouts.  These 
patents  have  led  to  a  very  important  branch  of  me¬ 
talline  manufactures  ;  while  the  galvanic  properties 
of  the  metal,  and  the  lightness  of  sheet-zinc,  as 
compared  with  sheet-lead,  have  lead  to  its  adoption 
for  many  useful  purposes  with  great  advantage.* 
Having  noticed  the  most  prominent  points  in  the 
history  of  our  metalline  manufactures,  we  proceed 
very  briefly  to  glance  at  other  branches  of  indus¬ 
try  dependent  upon  our  mineral  riches.  Of  these, 
the  manufacture  of  salt,  from  its  importance  in  a 
commercial  point  of  view',  claims  particular  regard. 
No  country  is  better  supplied  with  brine  springs, 
and  also  w'ithbeds  of  fossil  or  rock-salt,  than  Eng¬ 
land  ;  and  salt  has  been  made,  from  a  very  remote 
era,  from  the  brine  springs  at  Northwich,  Wins- 
ford,  Middlewicb,  and  other  places  contiguous  to 
the  river  Weaver  in  Cheshire,  and  likewise  at 
Hroitwich  in  Worcestershire.  Of  the  beds  of  rock- 
salt,  the  first  was  discovered  in  1670,  about  tbirty- 
futir  yards  below  the  surface,  in  searching  for 
coal,  in  the  vicinity  of  Northwich.  In  the  early 
part  of  the  eighteenth  century,  owing  to  the  im¬ 
perfection  of  the  processes  by  which  it  was  pre¬ 
pared,  our  salt  was  considered  inferior  to  that  of 
foreign  countries,  and  consequently,  while  a  consi¬ 
derable  quantity  of  foreign  salt  was  imported,  but 
little  British  was  exported ;  but  the  introduction 
of  improved  processes  caused  the  salt  manufacture 
to  rise  subsequently  to  considerable  importance. 
Mr.  M‘Culloch  states,  on  the  authority  of  Hol¬ 
land’s  ‘  Cheshire,’  that  during  the  ten  years  ending 
with  1806  the  average  quantity  of  white  or  manu¬ 
factured  salt  brought  down  the  M  eaver  was 
139,317  tons  per  annum,  and  the  average  quantity 
of  rock-salt,  which  was  chiefly  intended  tor  exporta¬ 
tion  to  Ireland  and  to  foreign  countries,  51,109 
tons.  Both  of  these  branches  of  trade  have  since 
been  considerably  extended.  During  the  whole  of 
the  period  embraced  in  this  Book,  the  domestic 
consumption  was  greatly  restricted  by  the  high 
excise  duty  on  salt,  which  amounted  to  5.s.  jier 
bushel  in  1798,  but  was  subsequently  raised  to  the 
enormous  amount  of  15j.  per  bushel,  being  about 
forty  times  the  cost  of  the  salt.  How  greatly  this 
exorbitant  tax  must  have  limited  the  consumption 
of  salt  may  be  iiresumed  from  the  calculations  of 
Mr.  Forter,  who  computes  the  average  consump¬ 
tion  for  the  years  1827  to  1834,  after  the  total 

*  llollsvud,  vol.  iii.  jip.  96,  97. 
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repeal  of  the  excise  duty,  at  an  amount  exceeding, 
by  more  than  430  per  cent.,  the  average  for  the 
years  1801  to  1808. 

Of  tlie  extent  of  the  improvements  introduced 
since  the  commencement  of  the  nineteenth  cen¬ 
tury,  in  the  manufacture  of  earthenware  and  por¬ 
celain,  some  idea  may  be  formed  from  the  remark 
made  by  Mr.  M‘Culloch,  on  the  authority  of 
information  received  from  the  Potteries,  that  a 
workman  can,  at  the  present  day,  produce  about 
four  times  the  quantity  of  earthenware  that  he 
could  in  1790  ;  and,  as  the  labour  expended  on  the 
manufacture  forms  the  principal  item  in  the  cost 
of  the  finished  articles,  this  saving  of  labour  has 
been  accompanied  by  a  very  great  fall  in  price. 
So  far  as  regards  the  higher  departments  of  the 
potter’s  art,  the  competition  induced  by  this  great 
reduction  of  price  has  been  rather  injurious  than 
otherwise,  as  the  abundance  of  cheap  and  showy, 
but  inferior  wares,  has  in  some  degree  superseded 
the  demand  for  the  superior  and  necessarily  ex¬ 
pensive  qualities  of  porcelain.  This  remark,  how¬ 
ever,  applies  chiefly  to  the  decorative  branches  of 
the  art,  the  quality  of  the  body  or  substance  of 
British  porcelain  having  received  such  improve¬ 
ments  as  to  raise  the  best  specimens  to  a  very  near 
approach  to  perfection. 

It  has  been  stated  in  the  preceding  Book,*  that 
for  many  years  after  the  invention  of  Dr.  Cart¬ 
wright’s  power-loom  that  machine  was  not  brought 
into  profitable  operation.  One  difficulty  was  ob¬ 
viated  by  the  invention,  in  1803,  by  William  Rad- 
cliffe,  of  Stockport,  of  an  ingenious  machine  for 
dressing  warp  before  placing  it  in  the  loom.  Other 
ingenious  men  also  directed  their  attention,  about 
the  same  time,  to  the  improvement  of  the  power- 
loom,  and  Mr.  H.  Horrocks,  another  Stockport 
cotton  manufacturer,  obtained  patents  in  1803, 
1805,  and  1815,  for  an  improved  loom,  which 
was  constructed  wholly  of  iron,  and  was  found  so 
superior  to  its  predecessors  in  simjilicity  and  com¬ 
pactness,  as  to  be  the  only  loom  which,  for  a  long 
period,  came  into  general  use.  Baines,  however, 
states  that  there  were  not  more  than  2400  power- 
looms,  and  100  dressing-machines,  in  use  in  the 
year  1813.  But  Horrocks’s  loom  was  adopted  so 
extensively  before  the  close  of  this  period  that  the 
total  number  in  use  in  Great  Britain  in  1820  was 
14,150,  of  which  12,150  were  in  England,  and 
2000  in  Scotland. t 

Improvements  were  likewise  proceeding  during 
the  ])resent  period  in  spinning  and  the  various 
other  processes  which  precede  the  operation  of 
weaving;  and  Mr.  Kennedy  observed  about  1815, 
since  which  time  many  improvements  have  been 
effected,  that  one  person  could,  wdth  the  spinning 
machinery  then  in  use,  produce  as  much  yarn  in 
a  given  time  as  200  persons  could  have  done  fifty 
years  before. J 

*  Soe  .into,  vol.  iii.  pp,  607,  698. 

+  J^ainos’  History  of  the  Cotton  Manufacture,  pp.  237. 

X  Otworvations  on  the  Rise  and  Proijress  of  the  Cotton  Trade  in 
Great  Hritain,  in  the  tliird  voliimt;  of  tlie  Memoirs  of  the  Literary 
and  Philosophical  Society  of  Manchester,  second  series. 


The  rate  of  increase  in  the  importation  of  cotton¬ 
wool  in  the  decennial  period  from  1801  to  1811, 
as  compared  with  the  preceding  period  of  equal 
length,  was,  according  to  a  table  given  by  Mr. 
Baines,*  39^  per  cent. ;  while  the  next  decennial 
period,  from  1811  to  1821,  exhibited  a  further  in¬ 
crease  of  93  per  cent. 

Prior  to  the  ])eriod  embraced  in  the  present 
Book  there  were  no  statutory  restrictions  upon  the 
employment  of  children  in  mills  and  factories,  al¬ 
though  several  benevolent  individuals,  among  whom 
Sir  Robert  Peel  stood  prominent,  had  interested 
themselves  in  the  matter.  In  1802,  however,  an 
act  w'as  passed  with  a  view  to  protecting  the  health 
and  morals  of  apprentices  and  other  young  persons 
employed  in  factories;  and,  in  1816,  further  regu¬ 
lations  for  tlie  same  purposes  were  imposed  by  an 
enactment  w'hich  received  the  name  of  Sir  Robert 
Peel’s  act. 

The  spinning  of  flax  by  automatic  machinery 
is  comparatively  of  recent  introduction.  “  It  was 
not,”  observes  Mr.  Porter,  “  until  quite  the  end  of 
the  last  century,  that  flax  spinning-mills  were  first 
erected  in  the  north  of  England  and  in  Scotland.” 
“  Before  that  time,”  he  adds,  “  the  operation  of 
spinning  was  altogether  performed  by  w'omen  in 
their  own  dwellings.”  Up  to  the  year  1814,  also, 
according  to  the  same  authority,  the  yarn  spun  in 
mills  was  sold  to  weavers  or  to  dealers  who  acted 
as  middlemen  between  the  spinners  and  weavers; 
but  about  that  time  some  spinners  became  also 
manufacturers  of  linen.  It  was  at  a  still  later 
period  that  pow-er-loom  weaving  was  applied,  both 
in  England  and  Scotland,  to  the  manufacture  of 
linen.  Since  the  peace  of  1815,  however,  both 
flax-spinning  and  other  branches  of  the  linen  ma¬ 
nufacture  have  made  extraordinary  advances  at  and 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Dundee.  In  Ireland,  also, 
the  increase  of  linen  manufacture  during  the  pre¬ 
sent  period  was  very  great. f 

For  a  very  long  period  the  woollen  manufacture, 
being  considered  the  staple  branch  of  British  ma¬ 
nufacturing  industry,  was  the  object  of  a  system  of, 
so-called,  protective  legislation.  Regulations,  pro¬ 
hibiting  the  employment  of  new  machinery,  and 
restricting  the  number  of  looms  to  be  used  in  any' 
one  place,  continued  to  form  part  of  the  law  of  the 
land  until  the  ])resent  period,  and  opposed  an  im¬ 
portant  obstacle  to  the  improvement  of  the  manu¬ 
facture.  In  consequence,  however,  of  an  inquiry 
into  the  circumstances  of  the  woollen  manufacture, 
by  a  committee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  in  1806, 
tliese  old  restrictive  acts  were  repealed,  and  the 
introduction  of  improved  machinery  into  almost 
every  branch  of  the  manufacture  soon  followed. 
Down  to  the  year  1802  the  importation  of  foreign 
wool  into  this  country  was  quite  free;  but  in  that 
year  a  duty  of  5.?.  3d.  per  cwt.  was  imposed.  The 
import  duty  was  raised  in  1813,  after  some  inter¬ 
mediate  changes,  to  6.s.  8d.  per  cwt. ;  and  in 

•  History  of  the  Cotton  Miinufncturp,  p.  346.  Tlic  rates  of  iucrca.se 
for  preceding  periods,  as  given  in  the  same  table,  are  quoted  in 
p.  69a.  of  our  third  volume. 
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1819,  after  some  further  changes,  it  was  increased 
by  Mr.  Vansittart  to  the  enormous  amount  of 
56j.  per  cwt.,  or  6d.  per  lb.,  a  rate  which,  while  it 
was  maintained,  proved  highly  injurious  to  the 
manufacture,  diminished  the  exports  of  woollen 
goods,  and  producing  other  evils  w'hich  lasted,  in 
some  degree,  even  after  its  repeal.  Until  the  year 
1814,  most  of  the  foreign  avooI  imported  w-as 
brought  from  Spain ;  but  since  that  time  Germany, 
which  during  the  war  had  supplied  a  very  trifling 
quantity,  has  yielded  a  very  large  supply. 

Among  other  branches  of  our  textile  manufac¬ 
tures,  that  of  hosiery  made  considerable  progress 
during  this  period.  It  was  estimated  in  1812  that 
there  were  then  about  29,590  stocking-frames  at 
work  in  the  united  kingdom,  whereas  thirty  years 
earlier  the  number  had  been  estimated  at  only 
about  20,000.*  Probably  about  one-third  of  those 
employed  in  1812  were  used  for  making  cotton 
hose.  The  bobbin-net  manufacture  was  another 
branch  of  industry  which  rose  to  great  importance 
during  this  period,  in  consequence  of  numerous  in¬ 
genious  inventions,  of  which  the  most  prominent 
was  the  improved  lace-frame,  patented  in  1809  by 
Mr.  John  Healhcote,  of  Loughborough,  a  machine 
which  has  occasioned  such  extraordinary  perfec¬ 
tion  and  cheapness  in  this  beautiful  manufacture  as 
to  all  hut  exterminate  the  old  manufacture  of 
pillow-lace. 

Of  the  progress  of  calico-printing,  without 
pausing  to  notice  the  improvements  introduced  in 
the  process,  which  were,  however,  far  from  un¬ 
important,  it  may  sufhce  to  state  that  the  quantity 
printed  in  1820,  though  somewhat  lower  than  in 
one  or  two  previous  years,  was  5,456,196  jiieces, 
which,  at  an  average  duty  of  5^.  per  piece,  yielded 
a  duty  of  1,614,049/. 

From  almost  the  infancy  of  the  art  of  printing, 
the  printing-press  had  been  the  subject  of  but  few 
improvements ;  and  about  the  commencement  of 
the  nineteenth  century  it  was  a  machine  of  very 
rude  construction  and  limited  efficiency.  Lord 
Stanhope,  who  devoted  much  attention  to  the  im¬ 
provement  of  the  typographic  art,  introduced  an 
admirable  machine  about  that  time,  which,  with¬ 
out  any  material  deviation  from  the  principle  of  the 
old  wooden  printing-press,  was  very  superior  to  it 
in  power,  as  well  as  in  compactness  and  conve¬ 
nience,  and  which  was  formed  wholly  of  iron  ;  and 
his  press,  which  still  continues  in  reputation  under 
the  name  of  the  Stanhope  press,  became  the  proto¬ 
type  of  an  almost  endless  variety  of  iron  presses,, 
all  of  them  so  vastly  superior  to  the  old  wooden 
press,  that,  in  the  few  instances  in  which  that  is 
yet  used,  it  is  only  employed  for  printing  proof- 
sheets,  or  for  similar  inferior  purposes.  Plans 
had  been  suggested  even  before  the  close  of 
the  eighteenth  century  for  printing  by  means 
of  cylinders,  which  should  have  a  continuous 
action,  capable  of  producing  many  more  impres¬ 
sions  in  a  given  time  than  the  alternating  action  of 
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the  common  press,  and  also  offering  greater  facili¬ 
ties  for  the  use  of  automatic  power ;  and  William 
Nicholson,  the  editor  of  the  ‘  Philosophical  Journal,’ 
obtained  a  patent  for  such  a  machine  about  the 
year  1790.  It  was  not,  however,  till  several  years 
later  that,  after  a  long  series  of  experiments,  a  prac¬ 
tical  machine  was  brought  into  operation,  by  the 
ingenuity  of  M.  Konig,  a  native  of  Saxony,  aided 
by  the  enterprise  of  Messrs.  Thomas  Bensley, 
George  Woodfall,  and  Richard  Taylor,  extensive 
printers  in  London.  They  succeeded  as  early  as 
April,  1811,  in  producing  a  machine  with  which 
3000  copies  of  sheet  H  of  the  ‘  New  Annual  Re¬ 
gister  ’  for  1810  were  printed,  this  being  the  first 
portion  of  a  hook  ever  printed  solely  by  an  automatic 
machine;*  and,  after  many  further  experiments, 
a  machine  was  constructed  for  printing  the  ‘  Times’ 
newspaper,  the  number  of  which  for  the  29th  of 
November,  1814,  announced  to  its  readers  that  it 
was  the  first  sheet  of  paper  ever  printed  by  steam- 
impelled  machinery.  Of  the  subsequent  extension, 
or  the  remarkable  results,  of  this  grand  improve¬ 
ment  it  is  needless  to  say  anything ;  but  it  may  be 
well  to  add  the  dates  which  mark  the  earliest  ap¬ 
plications  in  this  country,  on  an  extensive  scale, 
of  another  invention  of  perhaps  equal  importance 
in  facilitating  the  extension  of  cheap  literature,  the 
art  of  stereotyping,  of  w'hich  some  notices  are  given 
in  the  preceding  Book.t  The  revival  and  prac¬ 
tical  application  of  this  art  was  effected  in  a 
great  measure  by  the  exertions  of  Earl  Stanhope ; 
and  after  it  had  been  brought  to  comparative  per¬ 
fection  at  his  seat  at  Chevening,  in  Kent,  it  was 
communicated  to  the  universities  of  Cambridge 
and  Oxford,  at  which  places  stereotype  w'orks  were 
first  issued  in  the  years  1807  and  1809,  respec¬ 
tively.!  In  those  branches  of  printing  more  closely 
allied  to  the  fine  arts,  the  beautiful  art  of  litho¬ 
graphy  was,  tovvards  the  close  of  this  period,  offer¬ 
ing  facilities  for  the  production  of  works  of  art  of 
a  totally  new  and  very  useful  character,  and  the 
introduction  of  steel  plates  in  lieu  of  copper  for 
engraving  book-illustrations,  maps,  and  other 
works  of  art,  of  which  great  numbers  of  impres¬ 
sions  were  required,  was  affording  a  kind  of  parallel, 
equally  important  in  its  peculiar  branch  of  art  or 
industry,  to  the  stereotyping  process. 

The  time  from  1802  to  1820  forms  a  very  im¬ 
portant  period  in  the  history  of  Agriculture  in  this 
country.  Attracted  by  the  high  prices  of  every 
description  of  agricultural  produce,  capital  Avas 
freely  expended  in  bringing  land  into  cultivation, 
and  in  developing  the  fertility  of  that  already  under 
the  plough.  At  first  it  was  the  tenants  rather  than 
the  landlords  who  reaped  the  advantages  attending 
the  rise  in  the  price  of  agricultural  produce;  but 
between  1792  and  1812  rents  were  doubled,  or 
even  trebled  in  amount.  Extensive  districts  which, 
at  the  commencement  of  the  period,  were  cropped 

•  Ilolland's  Miinufuctures  in  Metal,  ii.  221. 
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only  by  rabbits,  fed  flocks  of  geese,  or  served  as 
pasture  for  the  half-starved  straggling  sheep,  or 
other  live-stock  of  the  cottager,  before  the  close 
of  the  period  exhibited  the  rich  exuberance  of 
superior  cultivation.  The  progress  of  population, 
as  well  as  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  country 
during  the  war,  and  the  casualty  of  the  seasons, 
accelerated  these  changes.  The  increase  of  popu¬ 
lation  from  1811  to  1821  was  20  per  cent,  in 
Cambridgeshire;  19  per  cent,  in  Lincolnshire  and 
Bedfordshire;  and  18  per  cent,  in  Norfolk;  each 
of  these  counties  being  distinguished  for  the  exten¬ 
sion  and  improvement  of  its  agriculture. 

During  the  present  period  many  of  the  practices 
of  isolated  districts  which  had  become  pre-eminent 
for  their  superior  husbandry  were  brought  into 
operation  over  a  wider  surface.  The  downs,  wolds, 
and  clays  were  fertilised  by  chalk ;  ‘  marling  ’ 
rendered  the  barren  sands  fruitful ;  by  the  admix¬ 
ture  of  clay  the  fens  and  peats  became  productive ; 
and  lime  corrected  the  acid  soil  of  the  moorlands. 
Experiments  were  made  on  the  efiicacy  of  new 
manures  and  composts.  Draining  was  more  ex¬ 
tensively  practised.  The  improvement  of  live¬ 
stock  was  zealously  pursued.  Root  crops  and 
artificial  grasses  were  more  extensively  cultivated, 
and  hew  varieties  of  each  w'ere  introduced.  There 
was  nothing  neio  in  these  operations;  most  of  them, 
indeed,  had  been  practised  from  time  immem.orial ; 
but  it  was  only  here  and  there  where  they  were 
formerly  common,  while  now  they  promised  to 
become  universal.  The  working  farmer,  stimu¬ 
lated  by  the  examples  around  him,  betook  himself 
to  new  processes,  which  called  forth  a  greater  de¬ 
gree  of  intelligence  than  the  old  routine  course 
which  he  formerly  pursued  without  much  thought 
as  to  its  practical  object.  The  old  and  elumsy  im¬ 
plements  of  his  calling  were  discarded,  as  the 
course  of  improvement  in  which  he  had  made  a 
beginning  required  others  of  a  better  construction, 
and  some  w’ere  w'anted  adapted  to  entirely  new 
purposes.  It  was  this  more  general  departure 
from  the  spirit  of  routine,  in  every  department  of 
rural  economy,  w-hich  more  particularly  marked 
the  present  period.  In  1810  the  late  Sir  Hum¬ 
phry  Davy  published  his  ‘  Agricultural  Che¬ 
mistry;’  but  the  triumph  of  scientific  agriculture 
is  reserved  for  a  period  even  bevond  the  present 
day. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  enter  into  a  minute  detail 
of  the  various  processes  by  which  the  agriculture 
of  the  country  was  brought  nearer  to  perfection  in 
the  last  eighteen  or  twenty  years  of  the  reign  of 
George  III.;  but  we  may  briefly  indicate  their 
general  tendency.  Under  the  old  system  of  Eng¬ 
lish  husbandry  the  clay  lands  produced  the  great 
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bulk  of  the  food  of  the  country.  According  to  the 
old  distich — 

“  When  the  sand  doth  feed  the  clay, 

It  is  Old  England  well-a-day  ! 

Hut  when  the  clay  doth  feed  the  sand, 

Oh,  then  I  hurra  for  Old  England  I” 

The  tendency,  then,  of  the  changes  which  took 
place  in  the  period  from  1802  to  1820,  changes 
still  operating  in  a  sphere  which  is  gradually  en¬ 
larging,  was  to  transfer  the  capability  of  supplying 
the  bulk  of  the  food  for  the  population  from  the 
clays  to  the  light  arable  soils.  The  improvement 
of  these  soils,  and  the  secret  of  their  productive¬ 
ness,  are  to  be  attributed  to  the  introduction  of 
root-crops  and  of  artificial  grasses  as  food  for  cattle, 
which  leads  to  a  more  perfect  tillage,  and  a  pro¬ 
gressive  enrichment  of  the  soil.  The  old  grass 
lands,  on  which  our  ancestors  depended  for  a  supply 
of  animal  food,  could  only  fatten  a  limited  quantity 
of  stock,  and,  as  there  Avas  little  hay  for  winter 
keep,  they  were  under  the  necessity  of  making 
large  provision  of  salt  meat  for  winter  consumption. 
We  chiefly  owe  the  luxury  of  fresh  meat  all  the 
year  round  to  the  introduction  of  the  common 
turnip  ;  and,  if  we  could  not  have  thus  repaired  the 
deficiency  of  our  meadows,  a  large  proportion  of 
the  population  would  have  been  debarred  from 
animal  food,  either  salt  or  fresh.  The  common 
turnip,  however,  cannot  be  preserved  later  than 
February  ;  and  the  next  step  in  the  course  of  im¬ 
provement  was  the  introduction  of  the  Swedish 
turnip,  which  carries  the  feeder  of  stock  to  the 
end  of  March ;  while  mangold-wurzel,  which  is 
of  still  later  introduction,  brings  him  to  the  period 
when,  under  superior  management,  early  spring 
vetches  complete  the  circle  of  artificial  food  for  the 
whole  year.  These  crops,  which  are  the  main¬ 
stay  of  modern  agricultural  improvement,  and 
enable  the  farmer  both  to  grow  corn  and  feed 
stock,  are  the  produce  of  the  light  soils;  arid 
hence  they  have  gradually  been  fertilised,  while 
the  clay  lands  have  gone  backward.  On  the  light 
soils  the  harvests  are  earlier;  the  operations  of 
husbandry  are  not  nearly  so  dependant  on  the 
weather ;  and  the  expenses  of  cultivation  are  not  so 
great.  The  next  step  in  the  course  of  agricultural 
improvement  will  be  to  adapt  the  clay  lands  to 
alternating  crops,  so  as  to  enable  them  to  feed  stock 
on  roots  and  green  crops,  as  well  as  to  produce 
grain.  They  will  thus  again  bear  their  share  in 
feeding  the  population  ;  but  before  this  object  can 
be  accomplished  they  must  be  effectually  drained  ; 
and  even  now  it  is  computed  that  one-third  of  the 
cultivated  land  in  England  requires  draining.  It 
will  be  for  future  writers,  therefore,  to  record 
this  grand  improvement  in  the  agriculture  of  the 
country. 
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CHAPTER  V. 

THE  HISTORY  OF  LITERATURE,  SCIENCE,  AND  THE  FINE  ARTS. 


T  would  almost  seem 
as  if  there  were  some¬ 
thing  in  the  impres¬ 
siveness  of  the  great 
chronological  event 
formed  by  the  ter¬ 
mination  of  one  cen¬ 
tury  and  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  an¬ 
other  that  had  been 
wont  to  act  with  an 
awakening  and  fruc¬ 
tifying  power  upon 
literary  genius  in  this 
island.  Of  the  three 
last  great  sunbursts  of  our  literature,  the  first, 
making  what  has  been  called  the  Elizabethan  age 
of  our  dramatic  and  other  poetry,  threw  its  splen¬ 
dour  over  the  last  quarter  of  the  sixteenth  and  the 
first  of  the  seventeenth  century  ;  the  second,  fa¬ 
mous  as  the  Augustan  age  of  Anne,  brightened 
the  earlier  years  of  the  eighteenth ;  the  nineteenth 
century  was  ushered  in  by  the  third.  At  the  ter¬ 
mination  of  the  reign  of  George  III.,  in  the  year 
1820,  there  were  still  among  us,  not  to  mention 
minor  names,  at  least  nine  or  ten  poetical  writers, 
each  (whatever  discordance  of  opinion  there  may 
he  about  either  their  relative  or  their  absolute 
merits)  commanding  universal  attention  from  the 
reading  world  to  whatever  he  produced  : — Crabbe 
(to  take  them  in  the  order  of  their  seniority), 
Wordsworth,  Coleridge,  Southey,  Scott,  Campbell, 
Moore,  Byron,  Shelley,  and  perhaps  we  ought  to 
adii  Keats,  though  rather  for  what  he  promised  to 
do  if  he  had  lived  than  for  what  he  had  actually 
done.  Many  other  voices  there  were  from  which 
divine  words  were  often  heard,  but  these  were 
oracles  to  whom  all  listened,  whose  inspiration  all 
men  acknowledged.  For  the  greater  part  of  the 
present  period  we  had  the  whole  of  these  lights, 
with  the  exception  only  of  the  two  last  named, 
shining  in  our  sky  together ;  of  the  rest,  indeed, 
Byron  was  the  only  one  who  had  not  appeared 
above  the  horizon  before  the  century  began.  It  is 
such  crowding  and  clustering  of  remarkable  writers 
that  has  chiefly  distinguished  the  great  literary  ages 
in  every  country  :  there  are  eminent  writers  at 
other  times,  but  then  they  come  singly  or  in  small 
numbers,  as  Lucretius,  the  noblest  of  the  Latin 
])oets,  did  before  the  Augustan  age  of  Roman 
literature;  as  our  own  Milton  and  Uryden  did  in 
the  interval  between  our  Elizabethan  age  and  that 


of  Anne;  as  Goldsmith,  and  Burke,  and  Johnson, 
and  then  Cow'per,  and  Burns,  in  twos  and  threes, 
or  one  by  one,  preceded  and  as  it  w’ere  led  in  the 
rush  and  crush  of  our  last  revival.  For  such  single 
swallows,  though  they  do  not  make,  do  yet  com¬ 
monly  herald  the  summer;  and  accordingly  those 
remarkable  writers  who  have  thus  appeared  be¬ 
tween  one  great  age  of  literature  and  another  have 
mostly,  it  may  be  observed,  arisen  not  in  the 
earlier  but  in  the  later  portion  of  the  interval — 
have  been  not  the  lagging  successors  of  the  last 
era,  hut  the  precursors  of  the  next.  But,  however 
it  is  to  be  explained  or  accounted  for,  it  does  in¬ 
deed  look  as  if  nature  in  this,  as  in  other  things, 
had  her  times  of  production  and  of  comparative 
rest  and  inactivity — her  autumns  and  her  winters 
• — or,  as  we  may  otherwise  conceive  it,  her  alter¬ 
nations  of  light  and  darkness,  of  day  and  night. 
After  a  busy  and  brilliant  period  of  usually  some 
thirty  or  forty  years  has  always  followed  in  every 
country  a  long  terra  during  which  the  literary 
spirit,  as  if  over-worked  and  exhausted,  has  mani¬ 
fested  little  real  energy  or  power  of  life,  and  even 
the  very  demand  and  taste  for  the  highest  kind 
of  literature,  for  depth,  and  subtlety,  and  truth, 
and  originality,  and  passion,  and  beauty,  has  in  a 
great  measure  ceased  with  the  supply — a  sober  and 
slumbrous  twilight  of  imitation  and  mediocrity, 
and  little  more  than  mechanical  dexterity  in  book¬ 
making,  at  least  with  the  generality  of  the  most 
popular  and  applauded  writers.  After  all,  the  re¬ 
awakening  of  our  English  literature,  on  each  of  the 
three  occasions  we  have  mentioned,  was  probably 
brought  about  mainly  by  the  general  political  and 
social  circumstances  of  the  country  and  of  the 
world  at  the  time.  The  poetical  and  dramatic 
wealth  and  magnificence  of  the  era  of  Elizabeth 
and  James  came,  no  doubt,  for  the  most  part,  out 
of  the  passions  that  had  been  stirred  and  the 
strength  that  had  been  acquired  in  the  mighty 
contests  and  convulsions  which  filled,  here  and 
throughout  Europe,  the  middle  of  the  sixteenth 
century;  another  breaking  up  of  old  institutions 
and  re-edification  of  the  state  upon  a  new  founda¬ 
tion  and  a  new  principle,  the  work  of  the  last  sixty 
years  of  the  seventeenth  century,  if  it  did  not  con¬ 
tribute  much  to  train  the  wits  and  fine  writers  of 
the  age  of  Anne,  at  least  both  prepared  the  tran¬ 
quillity  necessary  for  the  restoration  of  elegant  lite¬ 
rature,  and  disposed  the  public  mind  for  its  enjoy¬ 
ment  ;  the  poetical  dayspring,  finally,  that  came 
with  our  own  century  was  bora  with,  and  probably 


Chap.  V.]  LITERATURE,  SCIENCE,  AND  THE  FINE  ARTS.  697 


in  some  degree  of,  a  third  revolution,  which  shook 
both  established  institutions  and  the  minds  and 
opinions  of  men  throughout  Europe  as  much  almost 
as  the  Reformation  itself  had  done  three  centuries 
and  a  half  before.  It  is  also  to  be  observed  that 
on  each  of  these  three  occasions  the  excitement 
appears  to  have  come  to  us  in  part  from  a  foreign 
literature  which  had  undergone  a  similar  re¬ 
awakening,  or  put  forth  a  new  life  and  vigour, 
shortly  before  our  own  :  in  the  Elizabethan  age 
the  contagion  or  impulse  was  caught  from  the 
literature  of  Italy;  in  the  age  of  Anne  from  that 
of  France;  in  the  present  period  from  that  of 
Germany. 

This  German  inspiration  operated  most  directly, 
and  produced  the  most  marked  effect,  in  the  poetry 
of  Wordsworth.  Wordsworth  has  preserved  in  the 
editions  of  his  collected  works  some  of  his  verses 
written  so  long  ago  as  llSG ;  and  he  has  also  con¬ 
tinued  to  reprint  the  two  earliest  of  his  published 
poems,  entitled  ‘  An  Evening  Walk,  addressed  to 
a  A^oung  Lady,  from  the  Lakes  of  the  North  of 
England,’  and  ‘  Descriptive  Sketches,  taken  during 
a  pedestrian  tour  among  the  Alps,’  both  of  which 
first  appeared  in  1793.  The  recollection  of  the 
former  of  these  poems  probably  suggested  to  some¬ 
body,  a  lew  years  later,  the  otherwise  not  very 
intelligible  designation  of  the  Lake  School,  which 
has  been  applied  to  this  writer  and  his  imitators, 
or  supposed  imitators;  But  the  ‘  Evening  Walk  ’ 
and  the  ‘  Descriptive  Sketches,’  which  are  both 
written  in  the  usual  rhyming  ten-syllabled  verse, 
are  themselves  perfectly  orthodox  poems,  according 
to  the  common  creed,  in  spirit,  manner,  and  form. 
The  peculiarities  which  are  conceived  to  constitute 
what  is  called  the  Lake  manner  first  appeared  in 
the  ‘  Lyrical  Ballads  ;’  the  first  volume  of  which  was 
published  in  1798,  the  second  in  1800.  In  the  Pre¬ 
face  to  the  second  volume  of  the  ‘  Lyrical  Ballads  ’ 
the  author  himself  described  his  object  as  being 
to  ascertain  bow  far  the  purposes  of  poetry  might 
be  fulfilled  “by  fitting  to  metrical  arrangement  a 
selection  of  the  real  language  of  men  in  a  state  of 
vivid  sensation.”  In  other  words  he  proclaimed 
his  belief  to  be  that  poetry  was  nothing  more  than 
the  natural  language  of  passion  corrected  and  ren¬ 
dered  metrical ;  and  we  are  not  aware  that  he  has 
ever  announced  any  retractation,  or  even  modifica¬ 
tion  or  correction,  of  this  doctrine.  It  is  an  account 
of  the  matter  which  is  scarcely  worth  refuting,  even 
if  the  present  were  the  place  for  entering  into  an 
examination  of  it ;  in  fact,  it  refutes  itself,  for  if,  as 
is  implied,  passion,  or  ‘vivid  sensation,’  always 
speaks  in  poetry,  the  metrical  arrangement  and  the 
selection  are  unnecessary  and  unwarrantable ;  if 
these  operations  be  indispensable,  the  language  of 
vivid  sensation  is  not  always  poetry.  It  might  as 
well  be  said  that  the  Christian  revelation  is  the 
language  of  the  inspired  writers  selected  and  made 
metrical,  or  set  to  music.  But,  after  all,  this  has 
been  always  much  more  Wordsworth’s  theory,  or 
profession  of  poetical  belief,  than  his  practice;  and 
is  as  much  contradicted  and  confuted  by  the  greater 
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part  of  his  own  poetry  as  it  is  by  that  of  all  lan¬ 
guages  and  all  times  in  which  portry  has  been 
written,  or  by  the  universal  past  experience  of  man¬ 
kind  in  every  age  and  country.  Pie  is  a  great  poet, 
and  has  enriched  our  literature  with  much  beautiful 
and  noble  writing,  whatever  be  the  method  or  prin¬ 
ciple  upon  which  he  constructs,  or  fancies  that  he 
constructs,  his  compositions.  His  ‘  Laodamia,’ 
without  the  exception  of  a  single  line,  his  ‘  Lonely 
Leech-gatherer,’  with  the  exception  of  very  few  lines ; 
his  ‘Ruth,’  his  ‘Affliction  of  Margaret,’  his  ‘Tin- 
tern  Abbey,’  his  ‘  Feast  of  Brougham,’  the  ‘  Water 
Lily,’  the  greater  part  of  the  ‘  Excursion,’  most  of 
the  ‘  Sonnets,’  his  great  ‘  Ode  on  the  Intimations  of 
Immortality  in  Early  Childhood,’  and  many  of  his 
shorter  lyrical  pieces,  such  as  the  three  on  the 
A’arrow,  and  numbers  more,  are  as  unexception¬ 
able  in  diction  as  they  are  deep  and  true  m  feeling, 
judged  according  to  any  rules  or  principles  of  art 
that  are  now  patronized  by  anybody.  It  is  true, 
indeed,  that  it  will  not  do  to  look  at  anything  that 
Wordsworth  has  written  through  the  spectacles  of 
that  species  of  criticism  which  was  in  vogue  among 
us  in  the  last  century ;  we  believe  that  in  several  of 
the  pieces  we  have  named  even  that  narrow  and 
superficial  doctrine  (if  it  could  be  recalled  from  the 
tomb)  would  find  little  or  nothing  to  object  to,  but 
we  fear  it  would  find  as  little  to  admire;  it  had 
no  feeling  or  understanding  of  the  poetry  of  any 
other  era  than  its  own, — neither  of  that  of  Homer, 
nor  that  of  the  Greek  dramatists,  nor  that  of  our 
own  Elizabethan  age, — and  it  certainly  would  not 
enter  far  into  the  spirit  either  of  that  of  Wordsworth 
or  of  any  other  great  writer  of  his  time.  It  is  part, 
and  a  great  part,  of  what  the  literature  of  Germany 
has  done  for  us  within  the  last  fifty  years,  that  it 
has  given  a  wider  scope  and  a  deeper  insight  to  our 
percej)tion  and  mode  of  judging  of  the  poetical  in 
all  its  forms  and  manifestations;  and  the  ])oetry  of 
Wordsworth  has  materially  aided  in  establishing 
this  revolution  of  taste  and  critical  doctrine,  by  fur¬ 
nishing  the  English  reader  with  some  of  the  earliest 
and  many  of  the  most  successful  or  most  generally 
appreciated  examples  and  illustrations  of  the  pre¬ 
cepts  of  the  new  faith.  Even  the  errors  of  Words¬ 
worth’s  poetical  creed  and  practice,  the  excess  to 
which  he  has  sometimes  carried  his  employment  of 
the  language  of  the  common  people,  and  his  attempts 
to  extract  poetical  effects  out  of  trivial  incidents  and 
humble  life,  were  fitted  to  be  rather  serviceable  than 
injurious  in  the  highly  artificial  state  of  our  poetry 
when  he  began  to  write.  Tie  may  not  have  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  every  instance  in  which  he  has  tried  to 
glorify  the  familiar  and  elevate  the  low,  but  he  has 
nevertheless  taught  us  that  the  domain  of  poetry  is 
much  wider  and  more  various  than  it  used  to  be 
deemed,  that  there  is  a  great  deal  of  it  to  be  found 
where  it  was  formerly  little  the  fashion  to  look  for 
anything  of  the  kind,  and  that  the  poet  does  not 
absolutely  require  for  the  exercise  of  his  art  and 
the  display  of  his  powers  what  are  commonly  called 
illustrious  or  distinguished  characters,  and  an  other¬ 
wise  dignified  subject,  any  more  than  long  and 
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learned  words.  Of  all  his  English  contemporaries 
Wordsworth  stands  foremost  and  alone  as  the  poet 
of  common  life.  It  is  not  his  only  field,  nor  per¬ 
haps  the  field  in  which  he  is  greatest  ]  hut  it  is  the 
one  which  is  most  exclusively  his  own.  He  has,  it 
is  true,  no  humour  or  comedy  of  any  kind  in  him 
(which  is  perhaps  the  explanation  of  the  ludicrous 
points  that  are  sometimes  found  in  his  serious 
poetry),  and  therefore  heis  not,  and  seldom  attempts 
to  be,  what  Burns  was  for  his  countrymen,  the  poetic 
interpreter,  and,  as  such,  refiner  as  well  asembalmer, 
of  the  wit  and  merriment  of  the  common  people :  the 
writer  by  whom  that  title  is  to  be  won  is  yet  to  arise, 
and  probably  from  among  the  people  themselves : 
but  of  svhatever  is  more  tender  or  more  thoughtful 
in  the  spirit  of  ordinary  life  in  England  the  poetry 
of  Wordsworth  is  the  truest  and  most  compre¬ 
hensive  transcript  we  possess.  Many  of  his  verses, 
embodying  as  they  do  the  philosophy  as  well  as  the 
sentiment  of  this  every-day  human  experience,  have 
a  completeness  and  impressiveness,  as  of  texts, 
mottos,  proverbs,  the  force  of  which  is  universally 
felt,  and  has  already  worked  them  into  the  texture 
and  substance  of  the  language  to  a  far  greater 
extent,  we  apprehend,  than  has  happened  in  the 
case  of  any  contemporary  writer.  Yet  surely 
Wordsworth  cannot  take  a  high  rank  for  the  formal 
qualities  of  his  poetry,  upon  any  theory  of  the  art 
that  may  be  proposed.  In  most  of  his  compositions 
his  diction  has  merely  the  merit  of  being  direct 
and  natural ;  in  others  it  swells  out  into  consider¬ 
able  splendour  and  magnificence  ;  but  it  has  rarely 
or  never  any  true  refinement  or  exquisiteness.  In 
only  a  very  few  of  his  poems  is  it  even  throughout 
of  any  tolerable  elaboration  and  exactness ;  gene¬ 
rally,  both  in  his  familiar  and  his  loftier  style,  it  is 
diffuse  and  unequal,  a  brittle  mixture  of  poetical 
and  prosaic  forms,  like  the  image  of  iron  and  clay 
in  Nebuchadnezzar’s  dream.  The  music  of  his 
verse,  too,  though  generally  pleasing,  and  sometimes 
impassioned  or  majestic,  is  always  common-place, 
and  equally  destitute  of  subtlety  as  of  originality. 


CoLERInGK. 


In  all  that  constitutes  artistic  character  the 
poetry  of  Coleridge  is  a  contrast  to  that  of  Words¬ 
worth.  Coleridge,  born  in  1772,  published  the 
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earliest  of  his  poetry  that  is  now  remembered  in 
1796,  in  a  small  volume  containing  also  some 
pieces  by  Charles  Lamb,  to  which  some  by  Charles 
Lloyd  were,  added  in  a  second  edition  the  following 
year.  It  was  not  till  1800,  after  he  had  produced 
and  printed  separately  his  ‘  Ode  to  the  Departing 
Year’  (1796),  his  noble  ode  entitled  ‘France’ 
(1797),  his  ‘Fears  in  Solitude’  (1798),  and  his 
translations  of  both  parts  of  Schiller’s  ‘  Wallen¬ 
stein,’  that  he  was  first  associated  as  a  poet  and 
author  with  Wordsworth,  in  the  second  volume  of 
whose  ‘Lyrical  Ballads,’  published  in  1800,  ap¬ 
peared,  as  the  contributions  of  an  anonymous  friend, 
Coleridge’s  ‘Ancient  Mariner,’ ‘  Foster  Mother’s 
Tale,’  ‘  Nightingale,’  and  ‘  Love.’  “  I  should  not 
have  requested  this  assistance,”  said  Wordsworth, 
in  his  preface,  “  had  I  not  believed  that  the  poems 
of  my  friend  would,  in  a  great  measure,  have  the 
same  tendency  as  my  own,  and  that,  though  there 
would  be  found  a  difference,  there  would  be  found 
110  discordance  in  the  colours  of  our  style;  as  our 
opinions  on  the  subject  of  poetry  do  almost  entirely 
coincide.”  Coleridge’s  own  account,  however,  is 
very  different.  In  his  ‘  Biographia  Literaria,’  he 
tells  us  that,  besides  the  ‘  Ancient  Mariner,’  he 
was  preparing  for  the  conjoint  publication,  among 
other  poems,  the  ‘  Dark  Ladie  ’  and  the  ‘  Chris- 
tabal,’  in  which  he  should  have  more  nearly  realised 
his  ideal  than  he  had  done  in  his  first  attempt, 
when  the  volume  was  brought  out  with  so  much 
larger  a  portion  of  it  the  produce  of  Wordsw'orth’s 
industry  than  his  own,  that  his  few  compositions, 
“  instead  of  forming  a  balance,  appeared  rather  an 
interpolation  of  heterogeneous  matter and  then  he 
adds,  in  reference  to  the  long  preface  in  which 
Wordsworth  had  expounded  his  theory  of  poetry, 
“  With  many  parts  of  this  preface  in  the  sense  attri¬ 
buted  to  them,  and  which  the  words  undoubtedly 
seem  to  authorise,  I  never  concurred ;  but,  on  the 
contrary,  objected  to  them  as  erroneous  in  principle 
and  contradictory  (in  appearance  at  least)  both  to 
other  parts  of  the  same  preface,  and  to  the  author’s 
own  practice  in  the  greater  number  of  the  poems 
themselves.”  Coleridge’s  poetry  is  remarkable  for 
the  perfection  of  its  execution,  for  the  exquisite  art 
with  which  its  divine  informing  spirit  is  endowed 
with  formal  expression.  The  subtly  woven  words, 
with  all  their  sky  colours,  seem  to  grow  out  of  the 
thought  or  emotion,  as  the  flower  from  its  stalk,  or 
the  flame  from  its  feeding  oil.  The  music  of  his 
verse,  too,  especially  of  what  he  has  written  in 
rhyme,  is  as  sweet  and  as  characteristic  as  any¬ 
thing  in  the  language,  placing  him  for  that  rare 
excellence  in  the  same  small  band  with  Shakspeare, 
and  Beaumont  and  Fletcher  (in  their  lyrics),  and 
Milton,  and  Collins,  and  Shelley,  and  Tennyson. 
It  was  probably  only  quantity  that  was  wanting  to 
make  Coleridge  the  greatest  poet  of  his  day.  Cer¬ 
tainly,  at  least,  some  things  that  he  has  written 
have  not  been  surpassed,  if  they  have  been 
matched,  by  any  of  his  contemporaries.  And  (as 
indeed  has  been  tbe  case  with  almost  all  great  poets) 
he  continued  to  write  better  and  better  the  longer 
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he  wrote ;  some  of  his  happiest  verses  were  the 
produce  of  his  latest  years.  Coleridge  survived  to 
the  year  1834. 


Southey. 


If  Coleridge  wrote  too  little,  Southey  may  he 
said  to  have  written  too  much  and  too  rapidly. 
Southey,  as  well  as  Coleridge,  has  been  popularly 
reckoned  one  of  the  Lake  poets;  but  it  is  difficult 
to  assign  any  meaning  to  that  name  which  should 
entitle  it  to  comprehend  either  the  one  or  the  other. 
Southey,  indeed,  was,  in  the  commencement  of  his 
career,  the  associate  of  Wordsworth  and  Coleridge ; 
a  portion  of  his  first  poem,  his  '  Joan  of  Arc,’  pub¬ 
lished  in  1796,  was  written  by  Coleridge  ;  and  he 
afterwards  took  up  his  residence,  as  well  as  Words¬ 
worth,  among  the  lakes  of  Cumberland.  But, 
although  in  his  first  volume  of  minor  poems,  pub¬ 
lished  in  1797,  there  was  something  of  the  same 
simplicity  or  plainness  of  style,  and  choice  of  sub¬ 
jects  from  humble  life,  by  which  Wordsworth 
sought  to  distinguish  himself  about  the  same  time, 
the  manner  of  the  one  writer  bore  only  a  very 
superficial  resemblance  to  that  of  the  other ;  whe¬ 
ther  it  was  something  quite  original,  or  only,  in 
the  main,  an  inspiration  caught  from  the  Germans, 
that  gave  its  peculiar  character  to  Wordsworth’s 
poetry,  it  was  wanting  in  Southey’s  ;  he  was  evi¬ 
dently,  with  all  his  ingenuity  and  fertility,  and 
notwithstanding  an  ambition  of  originality  which 
led  him  to  be  continually  seeking  after  strange 
models,  from  Arabian  and  Hindoo  mythologies  to 
Latin  hexameters,  of  a  genius  radically  imitative, 
and  not  qualified  to  put  forth  its  strength  except 
while  moving  in  a  beaten  track  and  under  the 
guidance  of  long  established  rules.  Southey  was 
by  nature  a  conservative  in  literature  as  well  as  in 
politics,  and  the  eccentricity  of  his  ‘  Thalabas  ’  and 
‘  Kehamas  ’  was  as  merely  spasmodic  as  the  Jaco¬ 
binism  of  his  ‘  Wat  Tyler.’  But  even  ‘Thalaba  ’ 
and  ‘  Kehama,’  whatever  they  may  be,  are  surely 
not  poems  of  the  Lake  school.  And  in  most  of  his 
other  poems,  especially  in  his  last  and  best  long 
poem,  ‘  Roderick,  the  Last  of  the  Goths,’  Southey 
is  in  verse  what  he  always  was  in  prose,  one  of  the  1 


most  thoroughly  and  unaffectedly  English  of  our 
modern  writers.  The  verse,  however,  is  too  like 
prose  to  be  poetry  of  a  very  high  order ;  it  is 
flowing  and  eloquent,  but  has  little  of  the  distinc¬ 
tive  life  or  lustre  of  poetical  composition.  What 
foreign  inspiration  there  was  in  Southey’s  poetry 
he  drew,  not  from  the  modern  literature  of  Ger¬ 
many,  but  from  the  old  ballad  and  romantic 
poetry  of  Spain. 


Walter  Scott  was  never  accounted  one  of  the 
Lake  poets ;  yet  he,  as  well  as  Wordsworth  and 
Coleridge,  was  early  a  drinker  at  the  fountain  of 
German  poetry  ;  his  commencing  publication  was 
a  translation  of  Burger’s  ‘  Lenore  ’  (1796),  and  the 
spirit  and  manner  of  his  original  compositions 
were,  from  the  first,  evidently  and  powerfully  in¬ 
fluenced  by  what  had  thus  awakened  his  poetical 
faculty.  His  robust  and  manly  character  of  mind, 
however,  and  his  strong  nationalism,  with  the 
innate  disposition  of  his  imagination  to  live  in  the 
past  rather  than  in  the  future,  saved  him  from 
being  seduced  either  into  the  puerilities  or  extrava¬ 
gances  to  which  other  imitators  of  the  German 
writers  among  us  were  thought  to  have,  more  or 
less,  given  way ;  and,  having  soon  found  in  the 
old  ballad-poetry  of  his  own  country  all  the  quali¬ 
ties  which  had  most  attracted  him  in  his  foreign 
favourites,  with  others  which  had  an  equal  or  still 
greater  charm  for  his  heart  and  fancy,  he  hence¬ 
forth  gave  himself  up  almost  exclusively  to  the 
more  congenial  inspiration  of  that  native  minstrelsy. 
His  poems  are  all  lays  and  romances  of  chivalry, 
but  infinitely  finer  than  any  that  had  ever  before 
been  written.  With  all  their  irregularity  and  care¬ 
lessness  (qualities  which  in  some  sort  are  charac¬ 
teristic  of  and  essential  to  this  kind  of  poetry),  the 
element  of  life  in  all  writing  which  comes  of  the 
excited  feeling  and  earnest  belief  of  the  writer  is 
never  w'anting ;  this  animation,  fervour,  enthusiasm, 
call  it  by  what  name  we  will,  exists  in  greater 
strength  in  no  poetry  than  in  that  of  Scott,  redeem¬ 
ing  a  thousand  defects,  and  triumphing  over  all 
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the  reclamations  of  criticism.  It  was  this,  no  doubt, 
more  than  anything  else,  which  at  once  took  the 
public  admiration  by  storm.  All  cultivated  and 
perfect  enjoyment  of  poetry,  or  of  any  other  of  the 
fine  arts,  is  partly  emotional,  partly  critical  ;*  the 
enjoyment  and  appreciation  are  only  perfect  when 
these  two  qualities  are  blended ;  ’  but  most  of  the 
poetry  tliat  had  been  produced  among  us  in  mo¬ 
dern  times  had  aimed  at  affording  chiefly,  if  not 
exclusively,  a  critical  gratification.  The  ‘  Lay  of 
the  Last  Minstrel’  (1805)  surprised  readers  of  all 
degrees  with  a  long  and  elaborate  poem,  which 
carried  them  onward  with  an  excitement  of  heart  as 
well  as  of  head  which  they  had  scarcely  ever  ex¬ 
perienced  before  in  the  perusal  of  jtoetry.  The 
narrative  form  of  the  poem  no  doubbd'id  ;much  to 
produce  this  effect,  giving  to  it,  evefl  without  the 
poetry,  the  interest  and  enticement  of  a  novel ;  but 
all  readers,  even  the  least  tinctured  with  a  literary 
taste,  felt  also,  in  a  greater  or  less  degree,  the  charm 
of  the  verse,  and  the  poetic  glow  with  which  the 
work  w’as  all  alive.  ‘  Marmion  ’  (1808)  carried 
the  same  feelings  to  a  much  higher  pitch  ;  it  is 
undoubtedly  Scott’s  greatest  poem,  or  the  one  at 
any  rate  in  which  the  noblest  passages  are  found  ; 
though  the  more  domestic  attractions  of  the  ‘  Lady 
of  the  Lake’  (1810)  made  it  the  most  popular  on 
its  first  appearance.  Meanwhile,  his  success,  the 
example  he  had  set,  and  the  tastes  which  he  had 
awakened  in  the  public  mind,  had  affected  our 
literature  to  an  extent  in  various  directions  which 
has  scarcely  been  sufliciently  appreciated.  Not¬ 
withstanding  the  previous  appearance  of  Words- 
w'orth,  Coleridge,  Southey,  and  some  other  WTiters, 
it  was  Scott  who  first  in  his  day  made  poetry  the 
rage,  and  with  him  properly  commences  the  busy'^ 
poetical  production  of  the  period  we  are  now  rer 
viewing ;  those  who  had  been  in  the  field  before 
him  put  on  a  new  activity,  and  gave  to  the  world 
their  principal  works,  after  his  appearance  ;  and  it 
was  not  till  then  that  the  writer  who  of  all  the 
poets  of  this  period  attained  the  widest  blaze  of 
reputation,  eclipsing  Scott  himself,  commenced  his 
career.  Hut  what  is  still  more  worthy  of  note  is, 
that  Scott’s  poetry  impressed  its  own  character 
upon  all  the  poetry  that  was  produced  among  us 
for  many  years  after  :  it  put  an  end  to  long  works 
in  verse  of  a  didactic  or  merely  reflective  character, 
and  directed  the  current  of  all  writing  of  that  kind 
into  the  form  of  narrative.  Even  Wordsworth’s 
‘  Excursion’  (1814)  is  for  the  most  part  a  collec¬ 
tion  of  tales.  If  Scott’s  own  genius,  indeed,  were 
to  be  described  by  any  single  epithet,  it  would  be 
called  a  narrative  genius.  Hence,  when  he  left  off 
writing  verse,  he  betook  himself  to  the  production 
of  fictions  in  prose,  which  were  really  substantially 
the  same  thing  with  his  poems,  and  in  that  freer 
form  of  com])osition  succeeded  in  achieving  a  se¬ 
cond  reputation  still  more  brilliant  than  his  first. 

•  See,  in  an  article  on  the  ‘  State  of  Criticism  in  France,’  in  the 
llritish  Hiul  Foreign  Kevicw,  No.  Kxxii*  (^ibr  Jauiuiry,  1814),  a 
lution  on  tin*  distincLiuu  belweetj  these  two  slates  of  reelin'^,  wliieli 
w  ill  he  admittwl  to  be  iutfeuions.  novel,  anti  Bu^ijestivo,  even  tiy  thostf 
ivurlers  who  do  not  go  with  tlie  writer  the  w  Aole  length  of  his  couclu- 
sions* 
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Crabbe,  Campbell,  and  Moore  were  all  known 
as  poetical  writers  previous  to  the  breaking  forth 
of  Scott’s  bright  day  :  Crabbe  had  published  his 
first  poem,  ‘The  Library,’  so  far  back  as  in  1781, 
‘The  Village’  in  1783,  and  ‘  The  Newspaper  ’  in 
1785 ;  Campbell,  his  ‘  Pleasures  of  Hope  ’  in  1799  ; 
Moore,  his  ‘Anacreon’  in  1800.  But  Campbell 
alone  had  before  that  epoch  attracted  any  consi¬ 
derable  share  of  the  public  attention ;  and  even  he, 
after  following  up  his  first  long  poem  with  his 
‘  Hohenlinden,’  his  ‘  Battle  of  the  Baltic,’  his 
‘  Mariners  of  England,’  and  a  few  other  short 
pieces,  had  laid  aside  his  lyre  for  some  five  or  six 
years.  Neither  Crabbe  nor  Moore  had  as  yet  pro¬ 
duced  anything  that  gave  promise  of  the  liigh 
station  they  were  to  attain  in  our  poetical  lite¬ 
rature,  or  had  even  acquired  any  general  notoriety 
as  writers  of  verse.  No  one  of  the  three,  however, 
can  be  said  to  have  caught  any  part  of  his  manner 
from  Scott.  Campbell’s  first  poem,  juvenile  as  its 
execution  in  many  respects  was,  evinced  in  its 
glowing  impetuosity  and  imposing  splendour  of 
declamation  the  genius  of  a  true  and  original  poet, 
and  the  same  general  character  that  distinguishes 
his  poetry  in  its  maturest  form,  which  may  be  de¬ 
scribed  as  a  combination  of  fire  and  elegance  ;  and 
his  early  lyrics,  at  least  in  their  general  effect,  have 
not  been  excelled  by  anything  he  has  since  written, 
although  the  tendency  of  his  style  towards  greater 
purity  and  simplicity  has  been  very  marked  in  all 
his  later  compositions.  It  Avas  with  a  narrative 
poem — his  “  Pennsylvanian  tale  ”  of  ‘  Gertrude  of 
Wyoming’ — that  Campbell  (in  1809)  returned  to 
woo  the  public  favour,  after  Scott  had  made  poetry, 
and  that  particular  form  of  it,  so  popular ;  imd, 
continuing  to  obey  the  direction  which  had  been 
given  to  the  public  taste,  he  afterwards  produced 
his  exquisite  ‘  O’Connor’s  Child’  and  his  ‘  Theo- 
doric  ’  (the  latter,  however,  not  till  after  the  close 
of  the  period  we  are  reviewing).  Crabbe,  in  like 
manner,  when  he  at  last,  in  1807,  broke  his  silence 
of  twenty  years,  came  forth  with  a  volume,  all  that 
was  new  in  which  consisted  of  narrative  poetry, 
and  he  never  afterwards  attempted  any  other  style. 
Narrative,  indeed,  had  formed  the  happiest  and 
most  characteristic  portions  of  Crabbe’s  former 
compositions;  and  he  was  probably  led  now  to 
resume  his  jien  mainly  by  the  turn  which  the  taste 
and  fashion  of  the  time  had  taken  in  favour  of  the 
kind  of  poetry  to  which  his  genius  most  strongly 
carried  him.  His  narrative  manner,  however,  it 
is  scarcely  necessary  to  observ'e,  has  no  resemblance 
either  to  that  of  Scott  or  to  that  of  Campbell. 
Crabbe’s  poetry,  indeed,  both  in  its  form  and  in 
its  spirit,  is  of  quite  a  peculiar  and  original  cha¬ 
racter.  It  might  he  called  the  poetry  of  matter  of 
fact,  for  it  is  as  true  as  any  prose,  and,  except  the 
rhyme,  has  little  about  it  of  the  ordinary  dress  of 
poetry  ;  but  the  efl'ect  of  poetry,  nevertheless,  is 
there  in  great  force,  its  power  both  of  stirring  the 
aflections  and  presenting  vivid  pictures  to  the  fancy. 
Other  poets  may  be  said  to  exalt  the  truth  to  a  heat 
naturally  foreign  to  it  in  the  crucible  of  their  iiiiu- 
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gination  ;  he,  by  a  subtler  chemistry,  draws  forth 
from  it  its  latent  heat,  making  even  things  that 
look  the  coldest  and  deadest  sparkle  and  flash  with 
passion.  It  is  remarkable,  however,  in  how  great 
a  degree,  with  all  its  originality,  the  poetical  genius 
of  Crabbe  was  acted  upon  and  changed  by  the 
growth  of  new  tastes  and  a  new  spirit  in  the  times 
through  which  he  lived, — how  his  poetry  took  a 
warmer  temperament,  a  richer  colour,  as  the  age 
became  more  poetical.  As  he  lived,  indeed,  in 
two  eras,  so  he  wrote  in  two  styles  :  the  first,  a  sort 
of  imitation,  as  we  remarked  in  the  last  Book,  of 
the  rude  vigour  of  Churchill,  though  marked  from 
the  beginning  by  a  very  distinguishing  quaintness 
and  raciness  of  its  own,  but  comparatively  cautious 
and  common-place,  and  dealing  rather  with  the  sur¬ 
face  than  with  the  heart  of  things  ;  the  last,  with  all 
the  old  peculiarities  retained,  and  perhaps  exagge¬ 
rated,  but  greatly  more  copious,  daring,  and  im¬ 
petuous,  and  infinitely  improved  in  penetration  and 
general  effectiveness.  And  his  poetical  power, 
nourished  by  an  observant  spirit  and  a  thoughtful 
tenderness  of  nature,  continued  to  grow  in  strength 
to  the  end  of  his  life  ;  so  that  the  last  poetry  he 
published,  his  ‘Tales  of  the  Hall,’  is  the  finest  he 
ever  wrote,  the  deepest  and  most  passionate  in 
feeling  as  well  as  the  happiest  in  execution.  In 
Crabbe’s  sunniest  passages,  however,  the  glow  is 
still  that  of  a  melancholy  sunshine;  compared  to 
what  we  find  in  Moore’s  poetry,  it  is  like  the  de¬ 
parting  flush  from  the  west,  contrasted  with  the 
radiance  of  morning  poured  out  plentifully  over 
earth  and  sky,  and  making  all  things  laugh  in 
light.  Rarely  has  there  been  seen  so  gay,  nimble, 
airy  a  wonder-worker  in  verse  as  Moore;  rarely 
such  a  conjuror  with  words,  which  he  makes  to 
serve  rather  as  wings  for  his  thoughts  than  as  the 
gross  attire  or  embodiment  with  which  thev  must 
be  encumbered  to  render  them  palpable  or  visible. 
His  wit  is  not  only  the  sharpest  and  brightest  to 
be  almost  anywhere  found,  but  is  produced  appa¬ 
rently  with  more  of  natural  facilit}',  and  shapes 
itself  into  expression  more  spontaneously,  than  that 
of  any  other  poet.  But  there  is  almost  as  much 
humour  as  wit  in  Moore’s  gaiety  ;  nor  are  his  wit 
and  humour  together  more  than  a  small  part  of  his 
poetry,  which,  preserving  in  all  its  forms  the  same 
matchless  brilliancy,  finish,  and  apparent  ease  and 
fluency,  breathes  in  its  tenderer  strains  the  very 
soul  of  sweetness  and  pathos.  Moore,  after  having 
risen  to  the  ascendant  in  his  proper  region  of  the 
poetical  firmament,  at  last  followed  the  rest  into 
the  walk  of  narrative  poetry,  and  produced  his 
‘  Lalla  Rookh’  (1817)  :  it  is  a  poem,  with  all  its 
defects,  abounding  in  passages  of  great  beauty  and 
splendour ;  but  his  Songs  are,  after  all,  probably, 
the  compositions  for  which  he  will  be  best  remem¬ 
bered. 

Byron  was  the  writer  whose  blaze  of  popularity 
it  mainly  was  that  threw  Scott’s  name  into  the 
shade,  and  induced  him  to  abandon  verse.  Yet 
the  jiroductions  which  had  this  efl'ect — the  ‘  Giaour,’ 
the  ‘  Bride  of  Abydos,’  the  ‘  Corsair,’  &c.,  pub¬ 
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lished  in  1813  and  1814  (for  the  new  idolatry  was 
scarcely  kindled  by  the  two  respectable,  but  some¬ 
what  tame  cantos  of  ‘Childe  Harold,’written  in  quite 
another  style,  which  appeared  shortly  before  these 
effusions),  were,  in  reality,  only  poems  written  in 
what  may  be  called  a  variation  of  Scott’s  own 
manner — Oriental  lays  and  romances,  Turkish 
Marmions  and  Ladies  of  the  Lake.  The 
novelty  of  scene  and  subject,  the  exaggerated  tone 
of  passion  in  the  outlandish  tales,  and  a  certain 
trickery  in  the  writing  (for  it  will  hardly  now  be 
called  anything  else),  materially  aided  by  the 
mysterious  interest  attaching  to  the  personal  his¬ 
tory  of  the  noble  bard,  who,  whether  he  sung  of 
Giaours,  or  Corsairs,  or  Laras,  was  always  popu¬ 
larly  believed  to  be  “  himself  the  great  sublime  he 
drew,”  wonderfully  excited  and  intoxicated  the 
public  mind  at  first,  and  for  a  time  made  all  other 
poetry  seem  tame  and  wearisome ;  but,  if  Byron 
had  adhered  to  the  style  by  which  his  fame  was 
thus  originally  made,  it  probably  would  have 
proved  transient  enough.  Few'  will  now  be  found 
to  assert  that  there,  is  anything  in  these  earlier 
poems  of  his  comparable  to  the  great  passages  in 
those  of  Scott — to  the  battle  in  ‘  Marmion,’  for 
instance,  or  the  raising  of  the  clansmen  by  the 
fiery  cross  in  the  ‘  Lady  of  the  Lake,’  or  many 
others  that  might  be  mentioned.  But  Byron’s 
vigorous  and  elastic  genius,  although  it  had  already 
tried  various  styles  of  poetry,  was,  in  truth,  as  yet 
only  preluding  to  its  proper  display.  First,  there 
had  been  the  very  small  note  of  the  ‘  Hours  of  Idle¬ 
ness  ;’  then,  the  sharper,  but  not  more  original  or 
much  more  promising,  strain  of  the  ‘  English 
Bards  and  Scotch  Reviewers  ’  (a  satirical  attemjit 
in  all  respects  inferior  to  Gifford’s  ‘  Baviad  and 
Mteviad,’  of  which  it  was  a  slavish  imitation)  ;  next, 
the  certainly  far  higher  and  more  matured,  but 
quiet  and  somewhat  common-place,  manner  of  the 
two  first  cantos  of  Childe  Harold ;  after  that,  sud¬ 
denly  the  false  glare  and  preternatural  vehemence 
of  these  Oriental  rhapsodies,  which  yet,  however, 
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with  all  their  hollowness  and  extravagance,  evinced 
infinitely  more  power  than  anything  he  had  pre¬ 
viously  done,  or  rather  were  the  only  poetry  he 
had  yet  produced  that  gave  proof  of  any  remark¬ 
able  poetic  genius.  The  ‘  Prisoner  of  Chillon  ’  and 
‘  Parisina,’  the  ‘  Siege  of  Corinth  ’  and  ‘  Mazeppa,’ 
followed,  all  in  a  spirit  of  far  more  truth,  and 
depth,  and  beauty  than  the  other  tales  that  had 
preceded  them  ;  but  the  highest  forms  of  Byron’s 
poetry  must  be  sought  for  in  the  two  last  cantos  of 
‘  Childe  Harold,’  in  his  ‘  Cain  ’  and  ‘  Manfred,’ 
and,  above  all,  in  his  ‘  Don  Juan.’  The  last- 
mentioned  extraordinary  work,  unfinished  as  it  is, 
is  probably  to  be  accounted,  on  the  whole,  the 
greatest  English  poem  produced  in  this  age. 

Yet  the  highest  poetical  genius  of  the  time,  if 
it  was  not  that  of  Coleridge,  w'as,  perhaps,  that 
of  Shelley.  Byron  died  in  1824,  at  the  age  of 
thirty-six  ;  Shelley  in  1822,  at  that  of  twenty- 
nine.  What  Shelley  produced  during  the  brief 
term  allotted  to  him  on  earth,  much  of  it  passed 
in  sickness  and  sorrow,  is  remarkable  for  its 
quantity,  but  much  more  wonderful  for  the 
quality  of  the  greater  part  of  it.  His  ‘Queen 
Mab,’  written  when  he  was  eighteen,  crude  and 
defective  as  it  is,  and  unworthy  to  be  classed  with 
what  he  wrote  in  his  maturer  years,  was  probably 
the  richest  promise  that  was  ever  given  at  so  early 
an  age  of  poetic  power,  the  fullest  assurance  that 
the  writer  was  born  a  poet.  From  the  date  of  his 
first  published  poem,  ‘  Alastor,  or  the  Spirit  of 
Solitude,’  to  his  death,  was  not  quite  seven  years. 

‘  The  Revolt  of  Islam,’  in  twelve  cantos,  or  books, 
the  dramas  of  ‘  Prometheus  Unbound,’  ‘  The 
‘  Cenci,’  and  ‘  Hellas,’  the  tale  of  ‘  Rosalind  and 
Helen,’  ‘The  Masque  of  Anarchy,’  ‘The  Sensitive 
Plant,’  ‘Julian  and  Maddalo,’  ‘The  Witch  of 
Atlas,’  ‘  Epipsychidion,’  ‘  Adonais,’  ‘The Triumph 
of  Life,’  the  translations  of  Homer’s  ‘  Hymn  to 
Mercury,’ of  the  ‘Cyclops’  of  Euripides,  and  of 
the  scenes  from  Calderon  and  from  Goethe’s 
‘  Faust,’  besides  many  short  poems,  were  the  addi¬ 
tional  produce  of  this  springtime  of  a  life  destined 
to  know  no  summer.  So  much  poetry,  so  rich  in 
various  beauty,  was  probably  never  i)oured  forth 
with  so  rapid  a  flow  from  any  other  mind.  Nor 
can  much  of  it  be  charged  with  either  imma¬ 
turity  or  carelessness  ;  Shelley,  with  all  his  abun¬ 
dance  and  facility,  was  a  fastidious  writer,  scrupu¬ 
lously  attentive  to  the  effect  of  words  and  syllables, 
and  accustomed  to  elaborate  whatever  he  wrote  to 
the  utmost;  and,  although  it  is  not  to  be  doubted 
that  if  he  had  lived  longer  he  would  have  deve¬ 
loped  new  powers  and  a  still  more  masterly  com¬ 
mand  over  the  different  resources  of  his  art,  any¬ 
thing  that  can  properly  be  called  unripeness  in  his 
composition  had,  if  not  before,  ceased  with  his 
‘  Revolt  of  Islam,’  the  first  of  his  poems  which  he 
gave  to  the  world,  as  if  the  exposure  to  the  public 
eye  had  burned  it  out.  Some  haziness  of  thought 
and  uncertainty  of  expression  may  be  found  in 
some  of  his  later,  or  even  latest,  works ;  but  that 
is  not  to  be  confounded  with  rawness ;  it  is  the 
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dreamy  ecstasy,  too  high  for  speech,  in  which 
his  poetical  nature,  most  subtle,  sensitive,  and 
voluptuous,  delighted  to  dissolve  and  lose  itself. 
Yet  it  is  marvellous  how  far  he  had  succeeded  in 
reconciling  even  this  mood  of  thought  with  the 
necessities  of  distinct  expression  :  we  would  quote 
his  ‘  Epipsychidion  ’  (written  in  the  last  year  of 
his  life)  as  his  crowning  triumph  in  that  kind  of 
writing,  and  as,  indeed,  for  its  wealth  and  fusion 
of  all  the  highest  things — of  imagination,  of  expres¬ 
sion,  of  music, — one  of  the  greatest  miracles  ever 
wrought  in  poetry.  In  other  styles,  again,  all 
widely  diverse,  are  the  ‘  Cenci,’  the  ‘  Masque  of 
Anarchy,’  the  ‘Hymn  to  Mercury’  (formally  a 
translation,  but  essentially  almost  as  much  an 
original  composition  as  any  of  the  others).  It  is 
hard  to  conjecture  what  would  have  been  impos¬ 
sible  to  him  by  whom  all  this  had  been  done. 

Keats,  born  in  1796,  died  the  year  before 
Shelley,  and,  of  course,  at  a  still  earlier  age.  But 
his  poetry  is  younger  than  Shelley’s  in  a  degree 
beyond  the  difference  of  their  years.  He  w’as 
richly  endowed  by  nature  with  the  poetical  faculty, 
and  all  that  he  has  written  is  stamped  with  origin¬ 
ality  and  power ;  it  is  probable,  too,  that  he  would 
soon  have  supplied,  as  far  as  was  necessary  or 
important,  the  defects  of  his  education,  as  indeed 
he  had  actually  done  to  a  considerable  extent,  for  he 
was  full  of  ambition  as  well  as  genius ;  but  he 
can  scarcely  be  said  to  have  given  assurance  by 
anything  he  has  left  that  he  might  in  time  have 
produced  a  great  poetical  work.  The  character  of 
his  mental  constitution,  explosive  and  volcanic, 
was  adverse  to  every  kind  of  restraint  and  cultiva¬ 
tion  ;  and  his  poetry  is  a  tangled  forest,  beautiful 
indeed  and  glorious  with  many  a  majestic  oak  and 
sunny  glade,  but  still  with  the  unpruned,  untrained 
savagery  everywhere,  which  it  could  not  lose  with¬ 
out  ceasing  altogether  to  be  what  it  is.  Keats’s 
‘Endymion’  was  published  in  1817  ;  his  ‘Lamia,’ 
‘  Isabella,’  ‘  The  Eve  of  St.  Agnes,’  and  ‘  Hype¬ 
rion,’  together  in  1820. 

These  are  the  greatest;  but  many  more  names 
also  brighten  this  age  of  our  poetical  literature, 
which  must  here  be  dismissed  with  a  mere  enume¬ 
ration :  Rogers,  Leigh  Hunt,  Charles  Lamb,  Pro¬ 
fessor  Wilson,  the  Ettrick  Shepherd  (Hogg), 
Allan  Cunningham,  Tennant  (the  author  of  ‘  Anster 
Fair’),  Hector  MacNiel,  Grahame  (the  author  of 
the  ‘  Sabbath  ’),  Robert  Bloomfield,  Henry  Kirke 
White,  James  Montgomery,  Lord  Thurlow,  Lord 
Strangford,  Sir  Egerton  Brydges,  Shee,  Sotheby, 
F^rere,  Maturin,  Proctor  (Barry  Cornwall),  Mil- 
man,  Miss  Baillie,  Mrs.  Hunter,  Mrs.  Grant,  Mrs. 
Opie,  Miss  Mitford,  Mrs.  Hemans,  &c.  Some  of 
these,  indeed,  may  merit  no  higher  designation 
than  that  of  agreeable  or  elegant  versifiers ;  but 
others,  both  among  those  that  have  passed  away 
and  those  that  are  still  among  us,  will  live  in  the 
language  as  true  poets,  and  will  be  allowed  to  have 
received  no  stinted  measure  of  the  divine  gift  of 
song. 

One  general  remark  may  be  made  upon  the 
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poetry  of  this  period  as  compared  with  the  direc¬ 
tion  which  poetical  production  has  more  recently 
taken  among  us :  a  much  more  inconsiderable 
portion  of  it  ran  into  a  dramatic  form.  Coleridge, 
indeed,  translated  ‘Wallenstein,’  and  wrote  his 
tragedies  of  ‘Zapolya’  and  ‘The  Remorse;’  Scott 
(but  not  till  after  the  close  of  the  period)  produced 
what  he  called  his  “  dramatic  sketch  ”  of  '  Halidon 
Hill,’  and  his  three-act  jdays  of  ‘The  Doom  of 
Devorgoil’  and  the  ‘  Ayrshire  Tragedy,’ — in  all  of 
which  attempts  he  seemed  to  he  deserted  both  by 
his  power  of  dialogue  and  his  power  of  poetry ; 
Byron,  towards  the  close  of  his  career,  gave  new 
proof  of  the  wonderful  versatility  of  his  genius  by 
his  ‘  Marino  Faliero,’  his ‘Two  Foscari,’  his  ‘  Sar- 
danapalus,’  and  his  ‘Werner,’  besides  his  ‘Man¬ 
fred  ’  and  his  mystery  of  ‘  Cain  ’  in  another  style ; 
and  in  1819  was  published,  perhaps,  the  greatest 
of  modern  English  tragedies,  the  ‘  Cenci  ’  of 
Shelley.  There  was  also  Maturin’s  half-German, 
half-lrish  melodrama  of  ‘  Bertram.’  But  the 
imitation  of  the  old  Elizabethan  drama,  of  M’hich 
we  have  since  had  so  much,  only  began  in  the 
latter  years  of  this  period.  Lamb’s  tragedy  of 
‘John  Woodvil,’  indeed — which  the  Edinburgh 
Review  profanely  said  might  “  be  fairly  consi¬ 
dered  as  supplying  the  first  of  those  lost  links 
w’hich  connect  the  improvements  of  ZEschylus  with 
the  commencement  of  the  art,” — was  published  so 
early  as  1802;  but  it  attracted  little  notice  at  the 
time,  though  both  by  this  production,  and  much 
more  by  his  ‘  Specimens  of  English  Dramatic 
Poets,’  first  published  in  1808,  Lamb  had  a  prin¬ 
cipal  share  in  reviving  the  general  study  and  love 
of  our  early  drama.  A  good  deal,  we  believe,  was 
also  done  to  spread  the  fashion  of  that  sort  of 
reading  by  the  fictitious  quotations  from  old  plays 
which  headed  the  chapters  of  several  of  the 
Waverley  novels.  But,  perhaps,  Mr.  Milman’s 
tragedy  of  ‘  Fazio,’ which  appeared  in  1815,  was 
the  first  dramatic  work  studiously  composed  in 
imitation  of  the  language  of  the  Elizabethan  drama 
which  excited  general  attention. 

Of  the  prose  literature  of  this  period  some  of  its 
chief  poetical  writers  were  also  among  the  most 
distinguished  ornaments.  Southey  and  Scott  were 
two  of  the  most  voluminous  prose  writers  of  their 
day,  or  of  any  day ;  Coleridge  also  wrote  much 
more  prose  than  verse  ;  both  Campbell  and  Moore 
are  considerable  authors  in  prose ;  there  are  several 
prose  pieces  among  the  published  works  of  Byron, 
of  Shelley,  and  of  Wordsworth  ;  both  Leigh  Hunt 
and  Wilson  have  perhaps  acquired  jmore  of  their 
fame,  and  given  more  delight,  as  prose  writers 
than  as  poets ;  Charles  Lamb’s  prose  writings,  his 
golden  ‘  Essays  of  Elia,’  and  various  critical  dis¬ 
quisitions  and  short  notices,  abounding  in  original 
views  and  the  deepest  truth  and  beauty,  have  made 
his  verse  be  nearly  forgotten.  This  may  be  in 
part  the  cause  of  the  more  poetical  complexion 
which  our  prose  writing  has  generally  assumed 
within  the  last  thirty  or  forty  years.  Among  the 
other  most  brilliant  or  otherwise  conspicuous  prose 
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I  writers  of  the  period  we  are  reviewing  may  be 
mentioned,  in  general  literature,  Sidney  Smith, 
Hazlitt,  Jeffrey,  Playfair,  Stewart,  Alison,  Thomas 
Brown  ;  in  political  disquisition,  Erskine,  Cobbett, 
Brougham,  Mackintosh,  Bentham ;  in  theological 
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eloquence,  Horsley,  Wilberforce,  Foster,  Hall, 
Chalmers ;  in  fictitious  narrative.  Miss  Edgeworth, 
Mrs.  Opie,  Miss  Owenson  (Lady  Morgan),  Mrs. 
Brunton,  Miss  Austen,  Madame  D’Arblay,  Godwin, 
Maturin;  in  history,  Fox,  Mitford,  Lingard,  Mill, 
Hallam,  Turner.  The  most  remarkable  prose 
w’orks  that  were  produced  were  Scott’s  novels, 
the  first  of  w'hich,  ‘  Waverley,’  appeared  in  1814. 
A  powerful  influence  upon  literature  was  also 
exerted  from  the  first  by  the  Edinburgh  Review, 
begun  in  1802 ;  the  Quarterly  Review,  begun  in 
1809 ;  and  Blackwood’s  Magazine,  established 
in  18n. 

Only  a  few  of  the  most  memorable  facts  con¬ 
nected  with  the  progress  of  scientific  discovery  in 
England,  during  this  period,  can  be  very  briefly 
noted.  In  astronomy  Herschel  continued  to  pur- 
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sue  his  observations,  commenced  a  short  time  be¬ 
fore  1781,  in  which  year  he  discovered  the  planet 
Uranus  :  in  1802,  appeared  in  the  Philosophical 
Transactions  his  catalogue  of  500  new  nebulae  and 
nebulous  stars  ;  in  1803  his  announcement  of  the 
motions  of  double  stars  around  each  other ;  and  a 
long  succession  of  other  important  papers,  illus¬ 
trative  of  the  construction  of  the  heavens,  followed 
down  to  within  a  few  years  of  his  death,  at  the  age 
of  eighty-four,  in  1822.  In  chemistry,  Davy,  who 
had  published  his  account  of  the  effects  produced 
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by  the  respiration  of  nitrous  o.xide  (the  laughing 
gas)  in  1800,  in  1807  extracted  their  metallic 
bases  from  the  fixed  alkalis,  in  1808  demonstrated 
the  similar  decomposibility  of  the  alkaline  earths, 
in  1811  detected  the  true  nature  of  chlorine  (oxy- 
muriatic  acid),  and  in  1815  invented  his  safety 
lamp;  in  1804  Leslie  published  his  Experimental 
Enquiry  into  the  Nature  and  Projierties  of  Heat; 
in  1808  the  Atomic  Theory  was  announced  by 
Dalton,  and  in  1814  its  developement  and  illus¬ 
tration  were  completed  by  Wollaston,  to  whom 
both  chemical  science  and  optics  are  also  indebted 
for  various  other  valuable  services. 

The  period  now  under  consideration  is  so 
limited,  and  so  much  which  jiroperly  belongs  to 
its  history  as  regards  the  Fine  Arts  has  necessarily 
been  anticipated  in  the  last  Book,  that  our  notice 
of  this  subject  must  be  short,  and  in  some  parti¬ 
culars  incomplete. 

The  first  years  of  the  nineteenth  century  were 
eminently  unfavourable  to  Architecture.  Neither 
the  attention  nor  the  resources  of  a  government 
ever  backward  in  the  active  encouragement  of  the 
arts  was  likely  to  he  extended  to  them  at  this 
great  jiolitical  crisis.  The  erection  of  public 
buildings  w'as  for  a  time  almost  suspended,  and 
there  was  little  hope  that  the  retrograde  movement 
in  architecture  which  marks  the  former  jiortion  of 
the  reign  of  George  III.*  would  change  its  course, 

•  See  ante,  vol.  iii.,  p.  731. 
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at  a  moment  when  the  last  professors  of  a  legiti¬ 
mate  school  had  disappeared  from  the  world,  and 
the  rising  generation  were  shut  out  from  the  pur¬ 
suit  of  knowledge  in  those  classic  regions  from 
whence  alone  fresh  and  healthy  inspirations  of  art 
can  be  drawn. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  present  period  the  diffu¬ 
sion  of  a  taste  for  the  Greek  style  had  imparted  a 
new  character  to  art  throughout  Europe,  and, 
paradoxical  as  it  may  appear,  its  influence,  in  at 
least  two  instances,  was  for  a  time  decidedly  per¬ 
nicious.  If  painting  in  France  and  architecture  in 
England  received  an  impulsion  from  the  study  of 
Greek  art,  it  was  speedily  checked  by  the  false 
views  and  principles  by  which  it  was  accompanied. 
In  both  cases  the  arts  were  in  a  state  which  called 
loudly  for  reformation :  in  both,  Greek  art  was 
assumed  as  the  basis  of  a  new  style :  in  neither 
was  the  right  path  pursued  which  should  have 
led  to  success.  In  France  the  mechanical  David, 
supported  in  the  public  esteem  by  the  irresistible 
fascination  of  his  political  character,  established, 
for  a  quarter  of  a  century,  a  school  which  seems  to 
have  aimed  at  reducing  the  whole  art  of  historical 
painting  to  an  imitation  of  basso-relievo  and  the 
figures  on  Greek  vases ;  and  something  closely 
analogous  may  be  found  in  the  compilations  of  the 
English  school  of  architecture  during  the  same 
period. 

In  a  former  Book  the  last  professors  of  the 
Italian  sehool  of  architecture  in  England  were 
traced  from  the  immediate  successors  of  Lord 
Burlington  down  to  Sir  William  Chambers;  and, 
if  during  the  last  twenty  years  of  the  reign  of 
George  III.  there  yet  remained  any  descendants  of 
this  school  capable  of  developing  an  architectural 
composition  in  a  sound  Italian  style,  they  are  not 
to  be  found  among  those  who  occupied  the  prin¬ 
cipal  share  of  public  consideration  and  patronage. 
The  exquisite  refinement  of  Greek  art,  as  it  had 
been  revealed  by  the  great  work  of  Athenian 
Stuart,  and  the  other  researches  and  publications 
to  which  it  had  given  rise,  had  suddenly  affected 
the  public  mind  in  a  manner  which  left  little 
room  for  the  exercise  of  the  judgment,  and  Greek 
art  was  unfortunately  adopted,  not  as  a  principle, 
but  as  a  fashion.  The  reproduction  of  its  forms 
was  demanded  without  reference  to  the  propriety 
of  their  application,  or  to  the  relations  which  essen¬ 
tially  constitute  the  beauty  of  architecture.  A 
system  which  reduced  the  art  and  science  of  archi¬ 
tecture  to  the  apjiropriation  of  ready-made  temples, 
and  dispensed  with  so  much  of  the  burden  of 
study  and  thought — a  faith  in  art  whose  yoke  was 
so  easy — could  scarcely  fail  to  attract  disciples; 
and  Greek  architecture  (so  called)  came  into 
existence  in  England  in  the  most  abortive  shape 
in  which  the  narrowest  spirit  of  imitation  could 
produce  it.* 

What  the  Romans  did  for  the  architecture  of 

•  An  pnrly  as  1773  .lames  Wyatt  hatl  useil  fluted  Doric eohimnswitli- 
out  bases  in  the  Canterluiry  Rate  at  Christcburcli,  Oxford  ;  willi  what 
view,  exeeid  as  a  popular  novelty,  it  is  difficult  to  imagine. 
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the  Greeks,  and  what  the  great  Italian  masters  did 
for  that  of  the  Romans,  and  might  have  done  for 
the  purer  style  had  they  been  able  to  advert  to  it — 
the  consistent  and  harmonious  adaptation  of  the 
original  elements  to  new  combinations  suggested 
by  new  institutions  and  habits, — are  lessons  which 
appear  to  have  been  all  but  universally  overlooked 
in  the  revival  of  Greek  architecture  in  England  ; 
and  that  much  was  accomplished  in  the  right 
direction  by  one  who  had  the  courage  to  think  for 
himself,  and  to  bring  to  the  undertaking  the  mind 
of  an  artist  and  the  perseverance  of  an  enthusiast, 
is  a  bitter  reproacli  to  those  who  have  coldly 
repelled  every  opportunity  of  doing  more.  The 
early  works  of  Sir  John  Soane  and  their  general 
character  have  already  been  referred  to.  It  was 
not  until  the  Bank  of  England  was  placed  in  his 
hands  *  that  his  ambition  to  be  original  appears  to 
have  been  thoroughly  awakened  j  but  from  that 
time  he  seems  to  have  given  himself  to  the  study 
of  new  combinations  in  architecture,  fitted  to 
modern  exigencies,  and  adapted  to  the  spirit  and 
character  of'  the  Greek  style ;  with  what  success' 
will  be  testified  to  generations  to  come  in  that  vast 
pile  of  building  which  occupied  the  remainder  of 
his  life,  either  in  enlargmg  its  boundaries  or  re¬ 
placing  tire  work  of  his  predecessors.  The  result 
of  this  great  labour  is  described  by  an  eminent 
French  architect t  as  “a  work  admirable  for 
solidity  and  grandeur,  elegance  of  idetail,  decoration 
rich  without  excess,  and  a  harmony  which  attests 
the  talent  and  judgment  of  the  architect-”. .  .“  Vast 
halls,”  continues  this  critic,  ■“  spacious  courts  of 
different  forms  and  dimensions,  present  the  most 
picturescpie  and  varied  effects.  There  are  several 

•  Seo  vol.  iii.,  739.  '  ‘  '•  -|-  M.  llitiorf.'  ' 
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domed  apartments  of  the  most  noble  simplicity, 
and  both  the  eye  and  the  judgment  are  struck  with 
the  ingenuity  of  the  means  emjfioyed  for  the  dis¬ 
tribution  of  light.  The  effects  produced  by  these 
means,  and  by  proportions  adapted  to  the  localities, 
and  to  the  characteristics  of  the  architecture,  are 
often  marvellous.” 

It  might  convey  much  instruction  to  those  who 
refer  proficiency  in  art  to  the  spontaneous  inspira¬ 
tion  of  genius,  to  examine  the  process  by  which 
such  results  have  been  achieved.  It  was  not 
without  severe  study  that  Soane  developed  his 
style,  nor  without  long  experience  that  he  wrought 
it  up  to  consistency,  nor  without  extreme  caution 
that  he  resolved  to-  apply  it  to  a  great  public  work. 
It  was  not  for  some  years  after  his  appointment  to 
the  Bank  that  he  commenced  his  operations  on  the 
exterior,  and  the  first  of  a  progressive  series  of 
designs  for  the  north  side  *  exhibits  a  timid  com¬ 
position  garnished  with  Greek  Doric  columns, 
without  a  trace  of  the  character  of  the  existing 
building.  As  little  of  the  peculiarities  which  he 
afterwards  so,  freely  introduced  into  his  street 
architecturofis  to  be  seen  in  Buckingham  House, 
Pall  Mallj  built  in  1790.  His  treatment  of  inte¬ 
rior  decoration  w'as  developed  sooner  ;  and  in  the 
old  vestifitule  t  -  to  the  Rotunda  at  the  Bank,  the 
first  paff|of  his  great  work  actually  executed, 
nothing  Vemains  of  the  meagre  style  of  ornament 
which,  in  his  early  works,  he'  had  shared  with  his 
contemporaries.  The  designs  for  the  Lothbury 
Court  were  made  in  1797,  and  in  1805  he  executed 
the  north-west  corner  of  the  edifice,  in  wdiich  he 
seems  to  have  realised  to  its  fullest  extent  his  own 

,  ;  -  *  J’res(5vved  in  the  Soaiio  Mustiuni. 
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Conception  of  the  style  he  had  created,  and  in 
which  its  beauties  and  capabilities  are  certainly 
displayed  to  the  best  advantage.  The  subject  was 
fortunate.  The  e.xtent  of  blank  wall  which  flanks 
the  columns  is  closely  associated  with  what  is 
popularly  understood  of  the  character  of  Greek 
architecture,  and  the  beautiful  Corinthian  order, 
which  the  architect  chose  as  the  basis  of  his  style, 
had  the  advantage  of  novelty,  as  well  as  the 
authority  of  the  antique  ;  but  the  skill  with  which 
the  irregular  conformation  of  the  building  is 
masked,  the  original  and  picturesque  variety  of 
the  outline,  the  play  of  light  and  shade,  the  judi¬ 
cious  distribution  of  the  ornament,  and,  above  all, 
the  perfect  harmony  with  which  all  the  elements  are 
blended  together, — these  are  beauties  of  his  own 
creation,  which  well  merit  the  utmost  eulogium  ever 
passed  upon  the  work,  and  fully  redeem  some  sole¬ 
cisms  in  composition,  which  are  not  to  be  denied. 

In  1794  Soane  had  been  ordered  by  a  committee 
of  the  Lords  to  turn  his  attention  to  the  improve¬ 
ment  of  the  Houses  of  Parliament.  The  designs 
he  made  for  this  object  are  many  and  progressive, 
ending  in  a  magnificent  and  highly  classical  com¬ 
position,  extending  in  a  colonnade  along  the  river, 
and  embodying  in  the  plan  some  noble  halls,  in 
which  the  architect  proposed  to  display  the  arts  of 
painting  and  sculpture  on  an  extensive  scale,  to 
the  honour  of  our  heroes  and  statesmen. 

The  great  merit  of  Soane’s  peculiar  style  is  to 
be  found  in  the  consistency  of  the  detail.  In  Ids 
plans  and  construction  he  is  soundly  practical. 
His  compositions  take  the  forms  dictated  by  utility 
and  convenience,*  but  they  derive  from  a  detail 
based  on  the  purest  examples  of  antiquity,  and 
always  harmonious,  a  character  more  essentially 
Greek  than  can  ever  be  attained  by  the  most  literal 
transcript  of  Greek  art  misunderstood  and  nds- 
applied.  In  this  respect  Soane  stands  in  the  high 
position  of  an  inventor.  Even  in  those  works — 
and  they  were  not  few  in  his  later  years — when 
mannerism  had  superseded  style,  and  the  pic¬ 
turesque  had  degenerated  into  the  whimsical,  this 
harmony  of  parts  is  never  compromised,  not  even 
where  the  parts  are  wantonly  multiplied  and 
crowded  together. 

The  indisputable  eminence  of  Soane  in  his  pro¬ 
fession  opened  to  him  a  considerable  share  of  em¬ 
ployment.  His  works,  both  public  and  private, 
are  numerous  ;  and,  although  his  peculiar  style  died 
with  him,  it  is  not  to  be  doubted  that  his  example, 
in  abolishing  the  flimsy  decoration  which  continued 
to  taint  even  the  works  of  James  Wy.att,  and  deve¬ 
loping  original  ])rinciples  in  composition,  has  had 
an  important  and  durable  efi’ect  upon  art— a  result 
more  to  his  honour  than  if  he  had  left  behind  him 
a  host  of  imitators.  We  can  indicate  only  a  few  of 

♦  The  law  courts  at.  Westminster  present  an  example  of  Soane’s 
unrivalled  skill  in  diilribuiion  uinler  the  most  diflicult  circumstances. 
In  his  imblication  entitled  Public  and  Private  Huildinjrs,  Soane  has 
‘;i\eu  an  amusing  account  of  the  embarrassments  llirnwn  in  his  way 
rliirin*;  tin*  iiroeress  of  these  Imildin^js  ;  but  some  of  the  most  puiunnt 
atiectlotes  illustrative  of  i^'uonuice  and  vanity  are  suppressed  in  the 
published  work.  The  unmutilated  edition  is  so  scarce,  that  the  writer 
h.i8  met  with  it  but  once — in  tlie  library  of  tlie  Frencli  In.'titute. 
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liis  works,  especially  as  many  of  lliem  belong  to  a 
date  beyond  the  reign  of  George  111.  His  own 
house  in  Lincoln’s  Inn  Fields,  which,  with  the 
collection  of  art  contained  within  it,  he  munifi¬ 
cently  bestowed  upon  the  public,  was  built  in 
1812;  the  picture  gallery  at  Dulwich  in  the  same 
year;  the  National  Debt  OfiBce  in  1818  ;  the  Law 
Courts  from  1820  to  1822  ;  the  scala  regia  at  the 
late  House  of  Lords  in  1822 ;  Trinity  Church,  Mar)"- 
lebone,  in  1824  ;  and  the  State  Paper  Office  in  1829. 
One  of  his  latest  works  was  the  T  reasury  buildings  at 
Whitehall,  a  fragment  of  an  extensive  design,  and 
therefore  not  to  be  understood  in  its  present  state 
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Soane  became  a  Royal  Academician  in  1802,  and 
in  1806  succeeded  to  the  professorship  of  architec¬ 
ture,  an  office  which  he  filled  with  eminent  success, 
although  from  adverse  circumstances  his  lectures 
were  few  and  far  between,  and  their  scope  limited. 
In  1815  *  he  was  attached  to  the  Office  of  Works  ; 
and  in  1831  he  received  the  honour  of  knighthood. 
He  died  in  1837. 

By  William  Wilkins,  Greek  architecture  was 
adopted  in  another  spirit.  His  aim  appears  to 
have  been  to  purify  architectural  composition  by 
confining  it  to  the  reproduction  of  the  most  simple 
combinations  of  antiquity  ;  with  what  success  might 
be  safely  predicated,  even  without  the  evidence 
afforded  by  his  works.  The  abuse  of  porticoes, 
the  forms  and  proportions  of  whicli,  being  consi¬ 
dered  perfect,  are  supposed  to  bestow  something 
approaching  perfection  upon  everything  to  which 
they  can  be  attached,  is  the  principal  characteristic 
of  the  school  which  Wilkins  may  he  held  to  repre¬ 
sent;  and  it  would  be  difficult  to  name  any  descrip¬ 
tion  of  building  to  which  porticoes  have  not  been 
appended — crude  copies,  most  of  them,  from  Greek 
temples,  without  discrimination  of  character,  or  an 
attempt  at  that  skilful  adaptation  to  the  other  con- 

*  On  the  ilcalh  of  .lames  Wyntt,  w  lien  the  department  was  remo¬ 
delled.  On  this  oeeasioii  llie  ullice  of  Mirveyor-generul — tile  office  of 
■loiies.  Wren,  and  Chamhers— became  tlie  prey  of  a  needy  courtier. 
It  is  now  abolished  even  in  name. 
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ditions  of  the  edifice,  which  appears  in  some  mo¬ 
dern  porticoes  of  an  earlier  date,  deeply  condemned 
by  artists  of  this  school  for  want  of  “  purity.” 
At  Hayleybury  College,  as  the  monotonous  length 
of  wall  is  too  great  to  be  relieved  by  one  portico, 
Wilkins  has  given  us  three  ;  and,  with  a  little  in¬ 
consistency,  the  principal  and;  most  conspicuous 
has  no  door  within  it.  In  the  design  for  Downing 
College,  at  Cambridge  (only  partially  executed), 
five  Greek  porticoes  are  grouped  together,  and  the 
most  elaborately  ornamented  example  of  the  Ionic 
order  is  associated  with  ranges  of  windows  destitute 
even  of  an  architrave.  Even  in  his  villas  and 
country-houses  the  one  idea,  the  inexorable  Greek 
portico,  is  the  unfailing  feature.  Upon  Wilkins’s 
later  works  it  does  not  come  wfithin  our  province 
to  remark ;  but  it  may  be  observed,  that  in  the 
National  Gallery  he  has  found  himself  under  the 
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necessity  of  departing  widely  from  his  established 
notions,  without  being  able  to  substitute  anything 
of  value  in  their  place.  Wilkins  died  in  1839. 
lie  was  a  man  of  the  highest  attainments  and  ac¬ 
complishments,  and  seems  to  have  been  qualified 
to  shine  in  any  pursuit  connected  with  the  liberal 
sciences,  rather  than  that  which  he  adopted ;  but  he 
derived  an  extensive  employment  from  his  authority 
as  a  scholar  and  a  critic ;  and,  little  as  he  may  have 
done  to  secure  the  applause  of  posterity,  he  holds 
an  important  place  among  the  architects  of  his  day. 

Covent  Garden  Theatre,  erected  in  the  Greek  style 
in  1809,  was  the  first  public  work  of  Sir  Robert 
Smirke,  who  so  rapidly  attained  the  eminence 
which  he  has  long  occupied  that  in  1815  he 
was  associated  with  Soane  and  Nash,  both  greatly 
his  seniors,  in  the  Board  of  Works.  The  works 
of  this  architect  are  far  more  numerous  than  those 
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of  any  of  his  contemporaries ;  and  it  must  suffice 
to  enumerate,  as  examples  of  various  classes  of 
buildings,  the  Mint,  the  Library  and  other  new 
rooms  at  the  British  Museum,  the  Post-Office,  the 
church  in  Wyndham  Place,  the  College  of  Physi¬ 
cians,  the  Union,  Junior  United  Service,  and  Carl¬ 
ton  club-houses,  the  law  courts  at  Gloucester,  and 
Lowther  Castle. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  pursue  the  subject  of  the 
Anglo-Greek  school  of  architecture  further  than  to 
observe,  that  the  great  majority  of  the  edifices 
which  it  may  claim  for  its  own  are  in  a  style  apart 
from  either  the  originality  of  Soane  or  the  academical 
system  of  Wilkins,  a  consequence  which  arises  out  of 
the  summary  process  of  applying  the  Greek  orders 
and  detail  to  the  old  established  modes  of  compo¬ 
sition.  Thus,  in  churches,  we  have  the  outlines  of 
Gibbs ;  and  in  every  other  class  of  building,  where 
a  portico  is  dispensed  with,  the  common-place  ot 
the  Italian  and  French  schools,  from  the  best  of 
the  one  to  the  worst  of  the  other — from  the  base¬ 


ment  and  loggia  of  the  Palladian  villa  to  the  dis" 
proportioned  frame  of  pilasters  of  the  garden  of 
tlie  Palais  Royal — but  with  Greek  antte  substituted 
for  pilasters,  and  the  most  dreary  monotony  in  the 
details  and  decorations  which  can  result  from  a 
perpetual  repetition  of  the  few  component  parts 
and  ornaments  to  be  found  in  Stuart’s  ‘  Athens,’ 
or  at  second-hand  in  ‘  The  Carpenter’s  Guide.’ 
Whether  the  details  which  the  Greeks  adajited  to 
the  severe  and  uniform  simplicity  of  outline  which 
characterises  their  temples  are  sufficiently  varied 
and  fiexible  to  amalgamate  with  modes  of  compo¬ 
sition  so  totally  difl'erent,  is  a  question  which  docs 
not  seem  to  have  been  generally  propounded  in  the 
reign  of  George  III. 

Contemporary  with  Soane  and  Wilkins  w'as  John 
Nash,  an  architect  of  a  very  difl'erent  stamp  from 
either,  but  who  held  for  several  years  that  ascend¬ 
ancy  which  royal  patronage  never  fails  to  bestow. 
Nash  inherited  from  Sir  Robert  Taylor,  under 
whom  he  studied,  an  elcaant  taste  in  villa  archi- 
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tecture,  and  some  of  his  early  works  of  this  class 
possess  a  high  degree  of  merit.  Beyond  these 
Nash  has  left  little  that  can  command  praise,  for 
he  was  a  total  stranger  to  the  study  of  architecture 
as  a  fine  art,  beyond  the  mere  routine  of  a  pro¬ 
fessional  education.  At  the  commencement  of  the 
regency,  the  encouragement  of  the  fine  arts  was 
promised  as  one  of  the  important  benefits  to  result 
from  a  new  court ;  hut  the  establishment  in  the 
royal  favour  of  an  architect  content  to  lend  himself 
to  the  fashion  of  the  hour  augured  little  for  the 
cause  of  architecture,  or  for  the  successful  termina¬ 
tion  of  a  question  which  tlien  began  to  be  generally 
agitated,  of  providing  a  national  palace  conformable 
to  the  dignity  of  the  British  sovereign — a  question 
which  began,  as  far  as  Nash  was  concerned,  with 
a  design  for  spreading  out  Holland’s  beautiful 
casino  of  Carlton-house  by  a  colonnade  on  one  side, 
and  aGotliic  fa(^ade  on  the  other,  was  continued  by 
the  amplification  of  the  Pavilion  at  Brighton  to  its 
present  extent,  and  ended  in  the  half  measure  of 
converting  Buckingham  Palace  into  a  form  of  \vhicli 
considerable  modifications  have  since  been  found 
necessary. 

Nevertheless,  Nash  was  a  man  of  high  talent 
and  energy,  and  to  none  of  his  profession  do  pos¬ 
terity  owe  more  gratitude.  Regent-street  and  tlie 
Regent’s  Park  are  his  lasting  monuments,  not  for  the 
architectural  character  of  the  buildings  with  which 
they  are  lined,  but  for  tlie  enlarged  views  under 
which  he  devised,  and  the  indomitable  perseverance 
and  public  spirit  with  which  he  carried  out,  his 


plans  for  the  improvement  of  the  metropolis, 
realising  all  that  had  been  dreamed  of  the  benefits 
to  be  derived  from  combined  operations  in  regu¬ 
lating  the  growth  of  this  modern  Babylon,  and, 
with  the  zeal  of  an  artist  and  the  skill  of  a 
financier,  basing  the  creation  of  magnificent  tho- 
roughfiires  upon  the  improvement  of  the  public 
revenue.  It  is  necessary  only  to  consider  the  timid 
and  limited  character  of  metropolitan  improvement 
before  the  formation  of  Regent-street,  and  the  vast 
scale  upon  which  it  has  since  been  executed  and 
contemplated,  to  appreciate  the  value  of  the  ex¬ 
ample  which  he  was  mainly  instrumental  in  esta¬ 
blishing.  Nor  is  the'  advancement  of  our  street 
architecture  less  due  to  his  influence.  Whatever 
may  be  thought  of  his  owm  performances  in  that 
department,  he  banished  the  unmitigated  brick 
w  alls  which  deform  some  of  the  best  quarters  of 
modern  London,  and  laid  the  foundation  of  a  class 
of  architecture  which  has  of  late  assumed  a  high 
and  firm  position  in  art.  To  the  talent  of  Nash 
we  also  owe  the  conversion  of  the  inaccessible 
swamp  of  St.  James’s  Park  into  the  pleasure- 
ground  now  o])en  for  the  recreation  and  gratifica¬ 
tion  of  the  public. 

Of  Nash’s  works  there  is  little  more  to  be  said. 
The  church  in  Langham-place  is  one  of  the  best, 
and  a  work  of  intrinsic  merit,  how'cver  it  may  have 
been  criticised  and  ridiculed.  Its  essential  fault 
is  the  want  of  unity,  and  of  union,  between  the 
portico  and  the  body  of  the  building.  The  interior 
may  be  advantageously  compared  with  that  of  any 


Chap.  V.] 


LITERATURE,  SCIENCE,  AND  THE  FINE  ARTS. 


700 
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Ollier  modern  ediliceof  ihe  same  class.  Nash  died 
at  an  advanced  age  in  1835. 

During  this  period  of  architectural  experiment, 
the  study  of  Gothic  architecture  (we  may  pass  over 
the  Egyptian  and  Ilindostanee,  both  of  which  had 
their  day)  was  pursued  under  more  favourable 
auspices  than  had  generally  attended  the  Greek 
fashion.  The  well  known  essay,  by  the  Rev. 
James  Bentham,  on  the  progression  of  styles 
which  marks  the  English  architecture  of  the 
middle  ages,  first  published  in  mi,  had  esta¬ 
blished  a  sound  principle  upon  which  it  might  be 
classified  and  investigated,  and  the  graphic  labours 
of  John  Carter  had  now  illustrated  the  researches 
pursued  in  the  writings  of  Warton,  Milner,  and 


Whittington.  The  voluminous  publications  of 
John  Britton,  commenced  in  1807,  opened  an  in¬ 
valuable  fund  of  materials  and  information  to  tlie 
architect  and  antiquary;  and  in  1816  John  Rick¬ 
man,  by  his  “  Attempt  to  discriminate  the  styles  of 
English  architecture,”  fixed  its  revival  on  the  most 
solid  basis  upon  which  art  can  rest,  by  populariz¬ 
ing  its  study,  and  placing  the  means  of  judging 
well  wdthin  the  general  view'.  Thus  was  the  theory 
of  Gothic  architecture  developed ;  but  its  practical 
advance  was  more  tardy,  especially  in  the  domestic 
styles.  In  this  branch  of  architecture  James 
Wyatt  maintained  his  position  until  his  death  in 
1815,  and  between  1808  and  1814  erected  Ash- 
ridge,  in  Buckinghamshire,  one  of  the  most  ex- 
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tensive  and  successful  of  his  works,  although  not 
without  his  usual  faults.  The  great  staircase, 
with  all  the  inagnificence  that  space  and  fine  detail 
can  effect,  still  betrays  in  its  composition  a  defi¬ 
ciency  of  appreciation  of  the  genuine  characteristics 
of  the  style.  Y’et  the  merits  of  James  Wyatt  were 
such  as  to  justify  his  influence,  and  he  lived  to  see 
at  least  the  promise  of  that  preponderance  which 
has  since  been  acquired  for  the  taste  he  contributed 
so  greatly  to  create. 

In  the  hands  of  other  architects  of  the  period 
the  Gothic  style  exhibits  too  much  of  the  spirit  of 
undiscriminating  imitation.  The  immense  and 
magnificent  pile  of  Eaton  Hall,  Cheshire,  built  by 
William  Porden,  early  in  the  nineteenth  century, 


[Book  III. 

is  a  collection  of  parts  proper  to  ecclesiastical 
architecture,  combined  in  a  manner  foreign  to  any 
principle  of  Gothic  composition;  and,  about  the 
same  time,  two  eminent  architects  disputed  for  the 
honour  of  having  designed  a  centre  to  Corsham 
House,  professedly  imitated  from  the  apsis  of 
Henry  VI I. ’s  chapel.  These  examples  are  but 
types  of  many  less  important  edifices  of  the  same 
class.  Nash  built  castles  with  a  picturesque  feel¬ 
ing  and  knowledge  of  detail  superior  to  any  of  his 
contemporaries  except  Wyatt;  but  his  turrets  are 
clustered  in  a  profusion  characteristic  of  the  toy¬ 
shop  rarher  than  of  the  feudal  ages,  and  his  machi¬ 
coulis  frowns  over  verandahs  and  French  case¬ 
ments. 


K.uon  Hall, 


Thomas  Harrison,  of  Chester,  must  not  be 
omitted  in  a  notice  of  the  architecture  of  this 
period.  He  enjoyeil  an  extensive  reputation,  and 
has  been  peculiarly  happy  in  his  adaptation  of  the 
Greek  style  in  the  entrance  to  the  public  buildings 
wliich  he  erected  on  the  site  of  Chester  Castle. 
To  Harrison  is  attributed  the  credit  ot  having 
called  the  attention  of  Lord  Elgin  to  the  Athenian 
marbles. 

Waterloo  Bridge,  commenced  in  1811,  under  Sir 
John  Rennie;  Drury- Lane  Theatre,  erected  in  the 
same  year,  by  Benjamin  Wyatt,  on  the  destruction 
of  Holland’s  building  by  fire;  the  Custom-House, 
in  1813,  by  David  Laing  (since  altered  by  Sir  R. 
Smirke),  and  Bethlehem  Hospital,  by  James  Lewis, 
in  18L5 — are  to  be  noticed 'as  the  must  important 
public  works  not  yet  incidentally  mentioned  of 
the  latter  years  of  George  III.  Pancras  church  may 
be  added  as  a  model  of  the  academical  school  of 
Greek  architecture. 

The  progiess  made  in  architecture  since  the 


reign  of  George  HI.,  so  far  as  it  may  be  due  to  the 
increased  liberality  displayed  in  providing  for  the 
erection  of  public  buildings,  may  be  dated  from 
the  period  when  the  resources  of  the  country  could 
be  turned  in  the  direction  of  the  fine  aits.  A  step 
of  the  most  vital  importance  to  the  arts  in  general, 
and  to  the  honour  and  dignity  ot  the  nation  as  con¬ 
nected  with  their  encouragement,  was  taken  in 
1816,  by  the  purchase  of  the  Elgin  marbles  for  the 
British  'Museum  (where  the  nucleus  of  the  present 
collection  of  ancient  art  had  been  formed  by  the 
purchase  of  the  Townley  marbles  in  1805),  and 
the  time  is  already  come  when  wonder  and  con- 
tenqit  are  the  only  feelings  with  which  it  is  pos¬ 
sible  to  peruse  the  recorils  of  the  folly,  ignorance, 
meanness,  and  party  spite  which  could  represent 
the  acquisition  of  those  works  as  a  waste  of  the 
jmblic  money.*  In  1818  the  appointment  of  a 
commission  for  the  erection  of  new  churches, 
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aided  by  the  parliamentary  grant  of  a  million 
sterling,  opened  to  architecture  in  particular  a  new 
field  for  its  development.  How  the  magnificent 
anticipations  excited  by  this  proceeding  of  the 
legislature  have  been  realised,  is  a  subject  not 
within  the  range  of  the  present  review. 

In  Painting,  the  establishment  of  the  English 
school  of  water-colours,  so  honourable  to  our  coun¬ 
try,  and  so  influential  upon  art  in  general,  is  one  of 
the  most  interesting  events  in  the  history  of  the 
arts  during  the  early  years  of  the  nineteenth  cen¬ 
tury.  The  name  of  Paul  Sandby  has  already  been 
mentioned  in  connexion  with  this  subject,  but  there 
is  an  interval  of  progressive  advancement  between 
the  w'orks  of  that  accomplished  draughtsman  and 
the  full  development  of  fainting  in  water-colour, 
as  it  is  understood  in  the  present  day,  and  it  is 
necessary  to  take  a  short  retros])ect  of  the  origin 
and  progress  of  the  art. 

The  claims  of  Sandby  as  “  the  father  of  water¬ 
colour  painting”  are  well  founded.  He  was  the 
first  to  lead  the  way  in  that  branch  of  drawing  to 
which  water-colours  have  been  the  most  exten¬ 
sively  applied,  and  which  has  been  named  “  To¬ 
pographical  Art” — the  representation  with  fidelity 
and  truth  of  local  scenery  and  buildings,  with  due 
attention  to  the  detail  and  linear  perspective ; 
strange  as  it  may  appear,  that  this  fascinating  style 
should  have  remained  so  long  in  abeyance  in  a 
country  so  favourable  for  its  development,  notwith¬ 
standing  the  example  of  the  Dutch  and  Flemish 
painters,  and  of  Hollar,  who  may  almost  be  con¬ 
sidered  our  own  countryman.  Still,  fur  colour,  and 
for  those  forcible  and  harmonious  effects  which 
constitute  the  charm  of  the  English  school  of 
water-colour,  Sandby  effected  little.  He  drew 
with  a  firm  penned  outline,  produced  a  simple 
effect  of  light  and  shade  wdth  Indian  ink,  and 
added  an  indication  of  the  local  tints  with  thin 
washes  of  transparent  colour.  Michael  Angelo 
Rooker,  the  son  of  Edward  Rooker,*  and  also  an 
eminent  topographical  engraver,  prepared  his  own 
drawings  for  some  of  Ins  best  works,  and  went 
a  step  farther  in  the  treatment  of  local  colour, 
especially  in  representing  with  picturesque  efl'ect 
the  weather-stained  character  of  old  buildings. 
The  topographical  labours  of  Ilearne  and  Byrne 
have  been  noticed  in  a  former  Book  under  the 
head  of  Engraving.  The  drawings  for  the  work 
which  bears  their  joint  names  were  the  produc¬ 
tion  of  Hearne,  and,  though  they  cannot  be  cited  as 
specimens  of  colouring,  they  derive  a  superior 
degree  of  harmony  from  being  tinted  over  cold  and 
warm  greys.  He  also  used  the  pen  with  more 
judgment  than  Sandbrq  making  it  subservient  to 
the  expression  of  the  detail,  a  system  which  may 
be  traced  in  some  of  the  most  masterly  ])roductions 
of  our  living  painters  of  architecture.  JohnClevely, 
who  accompanied  the  first  Lord  Mulgrave  on  his 
northern  expedition  in  1773,  and  afterwards  at¬ 
tended  Sir  Joseph  Banks  to  Iceland,  drew'  marine 


views  with  great  accuracy ;  but  none  of  these 
artists  appear  to  have  imagined  transparent  w'ater- 
colour  to  be  a  material  capable  of  displaying  pic¬ 
torial  effects,  and  the  early  development  of  its 
powers  in  this  respect  is  due  to  John  Smith, 
William  Payne,  and  John  Cozens.  The  first 
named,  who  visited  Italy  under  the  patronage  of 
the  late  Earl  of  Warwick,  though  he  still  followed 
the  system  of  tinting  over  greys,  succeeded  in  ob¬ 
taining  considerable  force  of  effect,  and  far  sur¬ 
passed  all  his  predecessors  in  the  union  of  colour 
with  light  and  shade.  William  Payne,  of  Ply¬ 
mouth,  continued  the  same  process  of  execution, 
but  rendered  it  further  available  in  producing  vivid 
effects  of  sunshine.  These  artists,  by  excluding 
the  pen  altogether,  gave  to  their  works  more  of  the 
character  of  pictures,  and  Payne’s  drawings  are 
said  to  have  excited  the  admiration  of  Sir  Joshua 
Reynolds  as  something  new  in  art.  Payne’s  style 
was  followed  by  John  Glover,  who  imparted  to  it 
the  utmost  perfection  of  which  it  can  be  conceived 
capable,  and  his  magical  efl'ects  of  daylight,  at¬ 
mosphere,  and  transparent  water  contested  for 
pre-eminence  in  the  favour  of  the  public,  for  years 
after  the  system  upon  which  he  worked  had  been 
exploded  by  a  new  race  of  artists.  John  Cozens, 
who  died  in  1799,  may  be  considered  the  imme¬ 
diate  predecessor  of  the  modern  school,  for,  though 
his  drawings  still  consist  of  a  grey  chiaro  scuro, 
brought  into  harmony  by  flat  tints,  he  made  an 
advance  in  the  management  of  colour,  which 
proved  the  material  to  be  equal  to  the  production 
of  landscape,  in  all  its  charms  of  incidental  lights 
and  aerial  perspective.  In  this  stage  of  its  progress, 
transparent  water-colour  was  taken  up  by  Thomas 
Girtin,  and  Joseph  Mallord  William  Turner,  who 
established  upon  it  the  school  which  has  spread 
the  name  and  fame  of  British  art  throughout  the 
civilised  w'orld.  In  this  branch  of  art,  at  least, 
our  claims  to  priority  and  superiority  have  never 
been  disputed. 

The  essential  improvement  which  the  mecha¬ 
nical  process  of  w'ater-colour  painting  received 
from  these  eminent  artists,  under  whose  genius  the 
w'eak  powers  of  tinting  broke  down,  consisted  in 
the  adoption  of  dead  colouring  for  the  local  tints, 
and  the  production  of  depth  and  texture  by  freely 
washing  and  working  up  the  surface  of  the  paper, 
which  it  had  been  the  care  of  the  older  artists  to 
preserve  smooth  and  intact ;  and  in  their  hands, 
and  those  of  the  other  painters  who  speedily 
availed  themselves  of  the  new  art  (for  so  it  may  be 
justly  called),  water- colour  was  at  once  raised  from 
the  rank  it  had  hitherto  occupied,  of  an  inferior 
and  imperfect  vehicle,  into  a  successful  competition 
with  oil.  In  1804  the  professors  of  water-colour- 
painting  felt  themselves  strong  enough  to  assert 
the  importance  and  independence  of  their  art,  and 
the  foundation  of  the  Water-Colour  Society  was 
effected ;  but  neither  Girtin  nor  Turner  were  found 
among  its  members.  The  former  had  departed 
this  life  in  1802,  at  the  age  of  twenty- seven,  leav¬ 
ing  a  name  which  few  have  acquired  to  whom 


See  ante,  vol.  i.  p.  632. 
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time  has  been  allotted  to  do  so  little ;  but  he  was 
a  genius  of  the  highest  order,  and  had  achieved 
works  to  which  nothing  could  he  compared  which 
had  preceded  them.  He  was  equally  great  in 
landscape  and  buildings,  and  the  epithets  of  “  the 
Wilson”  and  “the  Canaletti  of  water-colours”  at¬ 
test  the  admiration  of  his  contemporaries.  Turner, 
without  neglecting  the  improvement  of  water¬ 
colours,  had  given  himself  to  oil-painting,  and  had 
already  founded  his  reputation  in  that  style  of  art. 
The  list  of  the  Water-Colour  Society  at  its  first 
exhibition  in  1805  contains  nevertheless  the  names 
of  artists  who  have  not  been  surpassed  in  their 
several  departments  during  a  competition  of  nearly 
forty  years — of  John  Varley,  who  shares  with 
Girtin  and  Turner  the  credit  of  founding  the  new 
style,  and  whose  latter  works  are  equalled  in  the 
grandeur  of  their  colouring  by  nothing  in  art  but 
the  landscape  backgrounds  of  Titian ;  of  George 
Barret,  unrivalled  in  the  effects  of  sunset  and  twi¬ 
light;  and  of  Robert  Hills,  pre-eminent  as  an 
animal  painter,  but  most  especially  in  the  fidelity 
with  which  he  has  represented  the  character  and 
habits  of  deer.  Glover  has  been  already  men¬ 
tioned.  These,  with  Stephen  Rigaud,  son  of  the 
Royal  Academician  of  the  same  name,  William 
Sawrey  Gilpin  (the  son  of  Sawrey  Gilpin  the  ani¬ 
mal  painter),  celebrated  as  a  landscape  gardener 
no  less  than  as  an  artist,  Cornelius  Varley,  Joshua 
Cristall,  William  Ilavell,  and  Nicholas  Pocock, 
were  among  the  early  members  of  the  Society  of 
Painters  in  Water-Colours.  Architectural  draw¬ 
ings  (in  the  picturesque  sense  of  the  term),  which 
now  form  so  large  a  proportion  of  the  works  of 
the  school,  make  but  little  figure  in  the  early  cata¬ 
logues  of  the  society,  and  no  artist  in  that  branch 
joined  it  at  its  formation,  though  the  names  of  two, 
who  attained  high  eminence,  appear  as  exhibitors — 
Charles  Wild,  whose  pencil  has  so  ably  illustrated 
the  ecclesiastical  architecture  of  England  and 
France,  and  Augustus  Pugin,  to  whom  Gothic 
architecture  isdeejily  indebted  for  the  publications 
which  have  made  its  details  accessible  and  familiar 
to  the  student. 

Notwithstanding  a  moment  of  weakness  in  which 
the  professors  of  water-colour  seemed  disposed  to 
doubt  of  their  art,  and  to  reduce  it  to  a  stepping- 
stone  to  the  practice  of  oil,*  it  rose  rapidly  in  im¬ 
portance,  and  within  the  reign  of  George  III. 
many  of  the  ablest  masters  who  have  yet  appeared 
were  added  to  its  lists.  Among  the  early  names 
appears  that  of  Thomas  Heaphy,  who  rendered  the 
scenes  and  characters  of  familiar  life  in  a  spirit 
and  with  a  finish  akin  to  the  Dutch  school.  ‘  The 
Fish-Market,’  his  most  elaborate  work,  com¬ 
manded  the  high  price  of  four  hundred  guineas. f 
Louis  Francia,  an  excellent  artist  for  marine  suli- 
jects,  was  a  fellow-student  with  Girtin  and  Turner. 

*  la  1813,  wlipu  tlui  umhitioa  of  .sumo  of  tlio  nicmlmrs  of  the  so¬ 
ciety  conferretl  on  it  the  title  of  ‘  I'aiuUa-s  in  (Ji/  and  Wuter-Coloui's,’ 
;ind  JESsoeiaiod  their  exhibition  with  lla\doirs  ‘Jud;;nient  of  Solo¬ 
mon’  and  a  lar^je  monumental  {^ronp  l>y  (‘iiantrey.  Fortunately  this 
liallueination  soon  passtsl  away- 

t  r.oti^iht  by  the  late  Mr.  ^Vheeler,  of  ( ibnu  e>ter  place.  (Hover 
once  obtained  live  buudre<l  guineas  for  ii  lainUcape. 
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Richard  Westall,  whose  name  has  appeared  in  a 
former  Book,  must  be  noticed' again  as  having 
struck  out  an  independent  path  in  the  same  direc¬ 
tion  as  the  acknowledged  founders  of  the  modern 
water-colour  practice.  Flis  drawings  were  ex¬ 
ecuted  upon  a  similar  system  at  a  period  when  he 
must  undoubtedly  have  established  it  for  himself. 
Thomas  Uwins,  since  distinguished  in  another 
branch  of  art,  and  a  member  of  the  Royal  Aca¬ 
demy,  and  William  Westall,  an  associate  of  that 
body,  were  members  of  the  Water-Colour  Society, 
and  joined  it  about  1812,  as  did  Peter  Dewint, 
who  has  represented  with  the  most  perfect  truth 
the  cool  freshness  of  English  domestic  landscape. 
They  were  followed  two  years  later  by  Frederick 
Mackenzie,  Copley  Fielding,  and  George  Robson. 
The  first  brought  to  the  department  of  architec¬ 
tural  drawing  a  technical  and  critical  knowledge, 
which  renders  his  works  beyond  those  of  any  of 
his  contemporaries  a  reflex  of  the  forms  they  repre¬ 
sent.  By  Fielding  and  Robson  the  peculiar  tex¬ 
ture  and  tone  of  water-colour  have  been  made 
available  for  the  display  of  effects  unattainable  by 
other  means.  The  sea-storms  of  Fielding  exhibit 
the  most  perfect  transcript  of  nature  under  the 
most  difficult  aspects.  The  clouds  which  hang 
over  the  troubled  waters  like  a  curtain  are  dark¬ 
ened  to  inky  blackness  without  ever  losing  their 
vaporous  quality ;  and  the  Highland  scenery  of 
Robson  unites  the  utmost  clearness  of  delineation 
with  the  most  intense  depth  and  solemnity  of 
effect.  Two  more  artists  in  the  department  of 
architectural  drawing  remain  to  be  noticed  as 
coming  within  the  present  period — Samuel  Prout, 
whose  slight  and  masterly  touch  imparts  an  unfail¬ 
ing  charm  to  his  lively  delineations  of  foreign 
cities,  and  Joseph  Gandy,  whose  works  display  an 
imagination  of  no  common  fertility,  and  a  splendid 
though  somewhat  artificial  feeling  for  colour,  which 
he  exercised  on  compositions  founded  on  the 
])urest  style  of  Greek  art.  He  executed  many 
drawings  for  Sir  John  Soane,  of  whose  collection 
his  ‘  Restoration  of  Eleusis’  is  a  conspicuous  orna¬ 
ment. 

To  enter  upon  the  merits  of  the  artists  by  whose 
talents  the  English  school  of  water-colour  has  since 
been  supported  and  extended,  and  disseminated 
throughout  Europe,  would  lead  us  beyond  our 
limits ;  but  it  must  be  observed,  that  to  Richard 
Parkes  Bonnington,  who  visited  Paris  in  1816, 
and  resided  there  during  the  greater  part  of  his 
life,  which  terminated  at  an  early  age  in  1828,  the 
French  are  indebted  for  their  first  appreciation  of 
the  English  school  of  landscape,  and  of  the  art  of 
water-colour,  which  they  have  since  cultivated  ex¬ 
tensively  and  successfully.  Of  the  most  eminent 
late  and  living  water-colour  painters  it  must  suffice 
to  add  the  names  only  of  Lewis,  Hunt,  Stephanoff, 
Miss  Setchell,  and  Miss  F.  Corbaux  (for  figures); 
Frederick  Nasli,  Flssex,  Cotman,  and  Thomas  Boys 
(for  architecture)  ;  Cattcrmole,  Haghe,  and  Joseph 
Nash  (architecture  and  figures);  Linnell,  Gasti- 
neau,  Cox,  and  Callow  (landscape) ;  Harding 
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(landscape,  buildings,  and  figures);  Austin  and 
Bentley  (marine)  ;  and  Frederick  Taylor  (horses 
and  figures). 

With  reference  to  the  art  of  painting  in  general, 
the  present  period  is  remarkable,  beyond  any  that 
preceded  it,  for  the  efforts  made  for  the  promotion 
of  that  art  by  those  who  liold  the  most  direct  means 
of  encouragement  in  their  hands.  In  1805  the 
British  Institution  was  founded,  and  its  gallery 
opened,  for  the  exhibition  and  sale  of  the  works 
of  living  artists,  accompanied  by  substantial  marks 
of  approbation  to  those  who  might  distinguish 
themselves  in  any  branch  of  the  art  independent  of 
portrait  painting.  In  1813  the  directors  of  this 
association  took  the  most  important  step  ever 
effected,  until  the  establishment  of  the  National 
Gallery  in  1824,  to  spread  a  general  knowledge 
and  discriminating  taste  in  painting,  by  opening 
an  annual  exhibition  of  pictures  by  the  old  masters, 
and  making  the  chefs  cVoeuvre  liberally  contributed 
from  the  royal  galleries,  and  the  best  collections  of 
the  nobility  and  gentry,  available  to  multitudes, 
who,  in  the  absence  of  any  public  means  of  im¬ 
provement  (unless  it  were  the  Dulwich  Gallery, 
which  was  opened  at  about  the  same  period),  were 
shut  out  from  all  opportunity  of  cultivating  a  sound 
judgment  in  art.  The  public  taste  thus  generated 
was  shortly  afterwards  gratified  by  the  opening,  on 
an  extensive  scale  of  admission,  of  the  Stafford, 
Grosvenor,  and  Angerstein  galleries,*  and  that  of 
Sir  John  Leicester,  afterwards  Lord  de  Tabley, 
composed  exclusively  of  the  works  of  British 
artists,  most  of  them  then  living.  The  catalogue 
of  the  collection  formed  by  this  patriotic  and  muni¬ 
ficent  nobleman  is  an  index  to  the  best  native  talent 
flourishing  at  a  period  which,  though  short,  adds 
several  names  to  those  which  will  for  ever  do 
honour  to  the  British  schookf 

For  the  revival  of  the  highest  class  of  painting 
the  time  had  not  yet  arrived.  West,  who  had  oc¬ 
cupied  the  chair  of  the  Royal  Academy  since  the 
death  of  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds,  held  the  even  tenor 
of  his  way,  though  with  little  encouragement  beyond 
that  of  his  royal  patron, |  and  lost  nothing,  and  cer¬ 
tainly  deserved  to  lose  nothing,  in  the  public  esti¬ 
mation,  when  the  peace  of  1815  placed  his  works 
in  comparison  with  those  of  his  French  contem¬ 
poraries.  William  Hilton  brought  to  the  exercise 
of  the  historical  style  a  knowledge  of  drawing 
which  would  have  distinguished  him  in  any  school 
of  art,  and  which  places  him  alone  in  one  where 
that  accomplishment  has  been  too  generally  ne¬ 
glected.  The  fascination  of  an  original  style  of 
colouring,  which  in  grandeur  and  harmony  makes 
a  near  approach  to  the  masterpieces  of  the  Vene¬ 
tian  school,  has  stamped  a  wider  popidarity  on  the 
historical  and  poetical  works  of  William  Etty. 

•  The  Angerstein  collection  formed  the  nucleus  of  the  National 
(iallery.  It  was  purchased  at  tlxe  dcatli  of  its  owner  for  57,000/. 

t  At  the  disjjcrsion  of  Lord  de  Tahley’s  jjallery  in  1827,  Iloppner’s 
*  Sleepinif  Nymph’  produced  tlie  sum  of  472/. ;  Wilson’s  ‘  View  on  the 
Arno,’  41)3/. ;  (iaUisboroujih’s  ‘  CoUaj'e  Door,’  52.')/. ;  Turner’s  ‘  Dutch 
Fisldii'j  lloats,’  51-1/.;  Hilton’s  ‘Enropa,’  olO/. ;  Howard’s*  l’leiade.'<,’ 
220/. 

5'  The  Briti.di  Institution,  however,  purchased  his  *  Christ  healing 
the  Sick  ’  for  3000  guineas. 
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Benjamin  Richard  Haydon  devoted  himself  to  the 
highest  class  of  this  department  of  painting.  He 
executed  several  large  pictures  with  success,  and 
undertook  to  found  a  school  upon  the  principle  of 
those  which  flourished  in  the  |ialmy  days  of  Italian 
art,  when  a  crowd  of  pupils  were  led  by  the  example 
and  inspired  by  the  genius  of  a  great  master.  But 
it  failed.  It  is  to  be  lamented  that  the  talent  of 
Henry  Peyronet  Briggs  should  have  been  diverted 
from  this  class  of  art.  In  a  vigorous  and  sound 
style  of  execution  he  has  been  surpassed  by  no 
modern  artist ;  and  his  ‘  Seizure  of  Guy  Fawkes,’ 
exhibited  in  1823,  is  one  of  the  best  pictures  ever 
produced  in  the  English  school. 

In  portrait  painting.  Sir  Thomas  Lawrence  had 
succeeded  to  the  position  attained  by  Reynolds  in 
the  last  century,  and  another  generation  of  the 
rank  and  beauty  of  England  lives  on  his  canvass. 
It  is  difficult  to  name  these  great  artists  together, 
without  drawing  a  comparison  between  their  works. 
In  the  influence  and  consideration  which  he  enjoyed 
during  at  least  twenty  years  of  a  career  which  dates 
from  1787,  and  ended  only  with  his  life  in  1830, 
Lawrence  could  scarcely  have  been  surpassed  by 
his  predecessor,  but  they  will  be  differently  classed 
in  the  estimation  of  posterity.  Independently  of 
the  superior  depth  and  harmony  of  his  colouring, 
the  portraits  of  Reynolds  indicate  the  mind.  Those 
of  Lawrence  seldom  present  to  us  more  than  the 
external  man  or  woman.  Both  are  pre-eminent  in 
the  representation  of  female  and  infimtine  grace  ; 
but  with  Reynolds  it  is  the  grace  of  nature,  with 
Lawrence  that  of  the  fashion  and  of  education. 
But,  whatever  Lawrence  may  represent,  it  is  done 
with  consummate  elegance ;  and,  if  his  drawing  is 
often  feeble,  and  bis  colouring  sometimes  verges  on 
the  meretricious,  such  faults  are  lost  in  the  charm 
of  bis  execution.  No  painter  ever  better  appre¬ 
ciated,  or  more  assiduously  practised,  the  care  and 
study  necessary  to  ijroduce  a  finished  work  of  art; 
but  bis  last  touches  were  directed  to  efface  the 
appearances  of  labour  from  his  pictures ;  and, 
whatever  may  be  the  result  of  this  process  in  his 
own  hands,  its  brilliancy  has  proved  a  light  to  lead 
astray,  the  effects  of  which  will  be  long  felt  in  the 
English  school  of  portrait. 

The  talent  of  Lawrence  was  so  precocious,  that 
he  had  distinguished  himself  by  his  copies  from 
the  old  masters  in  crayons  before  he  was  twelve 
years  old,  and  at  the  age  of  eighteen  his  name  ap¬ 
pears  in  the  exhibition  of  the  Royal  Academy  to 
seven  pictures.  Two  years  later  (in  1789)  his 
contribution  amounts  to  no  less  than  thirteen, 
including  a  portrait  of  the  Duke  of  York.  In  1790 
the  queen  and  the  Princess  Amelia  were  in  the 
number  of  his  sitters;  and  in  1792  he  succeeded 
Reynolds  as  painter  in  ordinary  to  the  king.  It  is 
l)robable  that  some  of  Lawrence’s  deficiencies  and 
mannerisms  may  be  traced  to  this  early  success, 
which  left  him  neither  time  nor  inclination  for 
elementary  study. 

In  1817  Lawrence  received  from  the  prince  re¬ 
gent  the  commission  to  paint  tlic  scries  of  portraits 
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known  as  “the  Waterloo  Gallery”  at  Windsor 
Castle,  and  for  this  ])urpose  he  visited  the  capitals 
of  our  allies  in  the  late  war.  These  pictures  include 
some  of  his  best  works.  The  portraits  of  the  Em¬ 
peror  of  Austria,  Pope  Pius  VII.,  and  Cardinal 
Gonsalvi  take  a  very  high  rank  in  their  class ;  and 
that  of  Prince  Hardenhurg  is  one  of  the  finest  efforts 
of  Lawrence’s  pencil.  Lawrence  was  knighted  in 
1815  on  the  occasion  of  painting  the  portraits  of 
the  sovereigns  who  visited  London ;  and  at  the 
death  of  West  in  1820  he  became  president  of  the 
Royal  Academy,  a  distinction  to  which  his  claim 
was  undisputed. 

Among  the  other  artists  in  this  class  who  come 
within  the  present  period  must  be  noted  John  Jack- 
son,  whose  talent  was  limited  to  heads,  hut  some 
of  whoso  productions  thus  far  are  surpassed  by 
those  of  Reynolds  alone  ;  Thomas  Phillips,  excel¬ 
lent  for  the  truth  of  his  colouring  and  effect,  espe¬ 
cially  in  his  female  portraits;  Sir  Martin  Archer 
Shee,  the  successor  of  Lawrence  as  president  of  the 
Royal  Academy,  distinguished  for  the  firmness  and 
precision  of  his  style,  qualities  especially  valuable 
in  the  English  school ;  and,  though  last,  not  least, 
in  the  exercise  of  a  clear  pencil  and  elegant  taste, 
Mr.  W.  Carpenter.  John  Harlow,  whose  prema¬ 
ture  death  in  1819  was  a  heavy  loss  to  the  arts, 
must  also  he  classed  in  this  department,  although 
he  gave  the  promise  of  ascending  into  another 
sphere  had  his  life  been  prolonged.  He  is  well 
and  popularly  known  by  his  ‘  Trial  of  Queen  Ka¬ 
tharine.’ 

The  year  1806  is  to  be  noted  for  the  first  public 
appearance  of  Sir  David  Wilkie,  whose  fiime  was 


permanently  established  the  year  following  by  his 
‘  Blind  Fiddler.’  Wilkie  has  been  called  “  the 
Britisli  Teniers no  comjiliment  to  either  ])ainter. 
The  domestic  scenes  of  Wilkie  exhibit  a  dramatic 
])ower,  a  moral  ]inrj)ose,  a  discrimination  of  cha¬ 
racter,  and  a  mastery  of  cxiiression,  wliich  it  was 
no  part  of  the  system  of  J’eniers  to  attempt,  while 
he  ranks  immeasurably  below  the  Fleming  in 
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almost  every  other  quality  of  a  painter,  to  say 
nothing  of  the  marvellous  handicraft  skill  in  which 
Teniers  is  unapproachable.  Wilkie  was,  in  fact, 
singularly  deficient,  for  so  great  an  artist,  in  any 
fixed  principles  of  execution  ;  and  his  pictures 
might  almost  be  considered  a  series  of  experiments, 
more  or  less  successful,  upon  colour  and  handling. 
At  a  later  period  of  his  life  Wilkie  visited  Spain, 
and  on  his  return  gave  evidence  of  his  ability  in  a 
graver  style  of  art;  but  it  is  upon  his  earlier  works, 
his  ‘Rent  Day,’  his  ‘Village  Festival,’  his  ‘  Read¬ 
ing  the  Will,’  his  ‘  Distraining  for  Rent,’  his 
‘  Chelsea  Pensioners,’  his  ‘  Parish  Beadle,’  that 
his  fame  will  rest ;  and  his  merits  in  this  class  of 
painting  are  of  an  order  W'hich  will  for  ever  main¬ 
tain  his  place  among  the  eminent  in  art,  without 
distinction  of  school  or  country.  Wilkie  died  in 
1841  on  his  voyage  from  the  Levant,  which  he 
had  visited  in  search  of  new  materials  for  the  exer¬ 
cise  of  his  pencil. 

In  the  same  department  must  be,  mentioned 
William  Mulready :  second  only  to  Wilkie  in  the 
representation  of  familiar  domestic  scenes,  he  sur¬ 
passes  him  in  the  requisites  of  a  .sound  style  of 
painting.  The  success  of  these  artists  has  given 
rise  to  a  numerous  and  meritorious  class  of  what 
the  French  call  tableaux  de  genre,  which  it  would 
be  beyond  our  limits  to  particularise. 

In  landscape,  the  honour  of  the  English  school 
was  supported  by  Turner  and  Calcott.  The  for¬ 
mer  has  already  been  noticed  with  reference  to 
water-colours,  but  his  success  in  that  branch  of 
painting  is  eclipsed  by  his  ])re-eminence  in  oil. 
There  is  no  style  of  landscape,  from  the  heroic  to 
the  most  familiar,  in  which  Turner  may  not  claim 
a  place  in  the  first  class,  and  in  those  styles  which 
afford  room  for  the  indulgence  of  a  vivid  fancy  he 
stands  alone.  Tasteful  combinations  of  form, 
unity  of  composition,  breadth,  richness,  harmony, 
and  the  most  perfect  effects  of  aorial  perspective, 
are  the  characteristics  of  the  landscapes  of  Turner 
in  every  class.  In  a  profound  knowledge  of 
nature  he  is  unrivalled,  and,  if  a  desire  to  produce 
new  and  surprising  combinations  of  colour  and 
effect  have  too  often  led  him  to  represent  her  under 
extraordinary  appearances,  those  who  are  disposed 
to  consider  such  apjiearances  as  extravagant  may 
confide  in  the  artist’s  acute  powers  of  observation 
for  their  truth,  whatever  may  lie  thought  of  his 
judgment  in  selecting  them.  His  close  attention 
to  truth  may  be  seen  in  his  marine  views.  No 
painter  has  ever  studied  more  minutely  the  details 
of  shipping  under  all  its  contingencies,  and  some 
of  his  pictures  in  this  class  may  compare  with  the 
finest  works  of  the  Dutch  masters,  save  only  in  the 
exquisite  finish  which  they  alone  have  attained 
without  sacrificing  for  it  any  of  the  higher  qua¬ 
lities  of  art.  The  latter  works  of  Turner,  in  which 
he  has  attemiited  pictures  with  colour  and  effect 
alone,  of  the  many  (pialities  necessary  to  constitute 
a  xvork  of  art,  may  be  jiassed  over,  as  going  beyond 
the  limits  of  the  reign  of  George  Ill. 

With  little  of  the  vigorous  imagination  of  Turner 


715 


LITERATURE,  SCIENCE,  AND  THE  FINE  ARTS. 


Chap.  V.] 

the  taste  of  Sir  Augustus  Calcott  is  more  pure  and 
his  style  more  even.  Some  weakness  in  defining 
the  objects  nearest  to  the  eye  is  the  principal  defect 
to  be  noticed  in  his  pictures ;  but  for  the  firm, 
careful,  and  intelligent  handling  of  his  distances 
he  is  eminent  in  a  school  of  landscape  where 
breadth  is  too  often  produced  by  the  sacrifice  of 
form,  and  indistinctness  mistaken  for  aerial  per¬ 
spective  ;  for  such  are  the  prevailing  faults  which 
have  grown  up  in  the  English  school,  through  the 
influence  of  the  defects  of  Turner,  and  the  seduc¬ 
tive  facility  of  water-colours.  The  “  magic  of 
verdure  and  rill  ”  which  distinguishes  the  land¬ 
scapes  of  John  Constable,  a  painter  who  may  be 
considered  English  par  excellence,  is  scarcely 
sufficient  to  redeem  the  slovenly  mannerism  of  his 
foregrounds. 

Ill  the  union  of  landscape  with  figures  no  artist 
of  this  jieriod  has  equalled  William  Collins.  His 
sea-coast  views  are  not  more  to  be  admired  for 
their  ])ictorial  effect  than  for  the  characteristic 
groups  bv  which  they  are  animated,  and  some  of 
his  rural  incidents  are  designed  with  an  expression 
which  classes  them  w'itli  the  works  of  Wilkie  and 
Mulready. 

Our  notice  of  painting  must  conclude  by  pass¬ 
ing  rapidly  over  the  names  of  several  artists  of 
high  degree.  Edwin  Landseer  can  hardly  be  in¬ 
cluded  within  this  period,  since  it  was  not  until 
nearly  its  close  that  he  gave  the  youthful  promise  of 
the  talent  which  has  since  ])laced  him  in  the  first 
order  of  animal  painters,  a  station  in  which,  it  may 
be  safely  predicted,  time  will  only  confirm  him. 
John  Martin  and  William  Uanby  may  be  classed 
together,  as  having  both  treated  art  in  a  manner 
perfectly  original,  in  aiming,  and  not  without 
success,  at  sublimiqy.  In  grandeur  of  composition 
Martin  is  unequalled.  His  power  of  representing 
immensity  of  space  is  peculiar  to  himself ;  the 
interminable  halls  and  the  countless  multitude 
which  people  them  in  “  Belshazzar’s  Feast,”  and 
the  Pandemonium  in  his  illustrations  of  Milton, 
with  its  widening  orbits  of  light  appearing  to  lose 
(  themselves  in  infinity,  are  sublime  from  their 
vastness.  In  drawing,  and  the  process  of  execu¬ 
tion  on  canvass,  Martin  is  defective.  Danby'  is 
tar  the  better  painter,  and  his  effects,  scarcely  less 
suiqjrising  than  Martin’s,  are  more  dependent  on 
the  management  of  light  and  colour.  In  his 
“  Passage  of  the  Red  Sea,”  in  the  Stafford  gallery, 
he  seems  to  have  dipped  his  pencil  in  a  sun-beam, 
so  luminous,  and  yet  so  soft,  is  the  ])illar  which 
casts  its  rays  upon  the  Israelites.  Lastly,  w'e 
must  note  the  classical  and  poetical  compositions  of 
Henry  Howard,  the  horses  and  cavalry  skirmishes 
of  Abraham  Cooper,  and  the  illustrations  of  Cer¬ 
vantes,  and  other  writers  in  the  highest  w'alk  of 
fiction,  by  C.  R.  Leslie.  The  name  of  Henry  Bone 
must  be  added  as  distinguished  in  the  art  of  enamel 
painting. 

The  numerous  memorials  erected  from  the 
public  funds  in  honour  of  the  naval  and  military 
commanders  wdio  fell  in  battle  during  the  war. 


continued  to  afford  some  encouragement  to  Sculp¬ 
ture  beyond  that  which  fell  to  the  share  of  the 
sister  arts.  The  taste  which  pervaded  the  monu¬ 
mental  class  of  art,  and  marked  it  generally 
throughout  the  present  period,  has  been  noticed 
and  considered  in  a  former  Book ;  and  there  is 
little  to  be  added  on  the  present  occasion  beyond 
recording  the  names  of  the  artists  not  already 
mentioned  who  distinguished  themselves  in  sculp¬ 
ture  down  to  the  end  of  tlie  reign  of  George  HI. 
Of  these,  Charles  Rossi  claims  the  first  jilace  in 
seniority,  if  not  in  merit.  In  the  knowledge  of  the 
human  figure,  Rossi  surpassed  all  his  contempo¬ 
raries,  and  his  style,  founded  on  an  assiduous  study 
of  the  antique,  is  pure  and  classical.  The  monu¬ 
ment  of  Lord  Cornwallis  in  St.  Paul’s  is  one  of 
his  best  works,  grand  and  harmonious  in  coinjio- 
sition,  and  effecting  with  more  than  common 
success  the  difficult  union  of  the  real  with  the 
ideal.  The  cenotaph  to  Captains  Mosse  and  Riou 
in  the  same  cathedral  is  an  excellent  example  of  a 
style  too  much  neglected  in  modern  monumental 
composition,  in  which  the  graces  of  sculpture  are 
blended  with  the  symmetry  which  belongs  to 
architecture.  There  is  a  happy  contrast  of  lines 
in  this  work,  and  the  heads  of  the  allegorical 
figures  are  in  a  high  style  of  art.  But  Rossi  Avas 
deficient  in  originality,  and,  wdiile  his  works  exhibit 
a  profound  knowledge  and  appreciation  of  the 
models  of  antiquity,  the  spirit  is  absent  by  which 
they  should  be  animated,  and  a  certain  heaviness 
and  want  of  vitality  are  their  obvious  defects. 
Fine  form,  graceful  composition,  and  the  feeling  of 
a  poetical  mind,  mingled  with  a  taste  for  the  pic¬ 
turesque,  which,  however  chastened,  still  sometimes 
prevails  too  far  for  the  simplicity  essential  to  a 
high  style  of  sculpture,  are  the  characteristics  of 
the  works  of  Sir  Richard  Westrnacott.  His  statue 
of  Francis  Duke  of  Bedford,  in  Russell  Square, 
executed  in  1809,  was  the  first  of  the  public 
memorials  of  its  class  erected  during  the  present 
century,  and  exhibits  both  the  merits  and  defects 
of  the  artist  in  a  strong  light.  The  composition  is 
admirably  grouped  and  balanced ;  the  principal 
figure  at  once  graceful  and  dignified ;  but  the 
accessories  are  conceived  in  the  spirit  of  a  painter 
rather  than  a  sculptor,  and  verge  on  the  line  where 
the  characteristics  of  the  two  arts  are  in  danger  of 
being  confounded.  The  figure  of  the  ‘  Distressed 
IMother,’  on  the  tomb  of  Mrs.  Warren  in  Westmin¬ 
ster  Abbey,  is  open  to  a  similar  remark  ;  and  its  pure 
nature  and  pathos  only  render  more  objectionable 
the  stick,  the  bundle,  and  the  mechanical  treat¬ 
ment  of  the  drapery.  Westrnacott  was  the  first 
sculptor  of  this  period  to  break  through  the  tram¬ 
mels  of  allegory.  The  cenota])h  to  Sir  Ralph 
Abercrombie  in  St.  Paul’s,  representing  the  war¬ 
rior  falling  from  his  horse  into  the  arms  of  one.  of 
his  brave  tlighlanders,  is  more  simple  and  truthful 
in  its  motive  than  any  other  group  of  equal  magni¬ 
tude  executed  in  England  either  before  or  since. 
In  the  monument  to  Lord  Colliiigwood  the  recog¬ 
nised  accessories  are  introduced,  but  disposed  in  a 
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Duke  of  Uedforu’s  Statue,  Husseli,  Square. 


manner  equally  original  and  effective.  Among  the 
other  public  works  of  Sir  R.  Westmacott  may  he 
mentioned  the  colossal  equestrian  statue  of  George 
III.  at  Windsor;  the  statue  of  Fox,  in  Bloomsbury 
Square;  of  Canning,  in  Palace  Yard ;  and  of  the 
Duke  of  York,  on  the  column  in  Carlton  Gardens, 
— all  of  bronze.  He  was  also  employed  in  casting, 
from  the  antique,  the  colossal  ‘  Achilles,’  as  it  is 
called,  in  Hyde  Park,  which,  as  long  as  it  records 
the  victories  of  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  will  no 
less  commemorate  the  pedantry  of  those  by  whom 
its  execution  was  dictated.  The  erection  of  a 
■work  so  foreign  to  its  ostensible  purpose,  forced 
upon  an  artist  so  capable  of  doing  justice  to  the  sub¬ 
ject  from  his  own  resources,  was  owing  to  a  rem¬ 
nant  of  the  worn-out  bigotry  which  had  so  long 
checked  the  progress  of  English  art — that  narrow 
and  fastidious  distrust  of  native  talent  which  its 
possessors  mistake  for  the  discrimination  of  culti¬ 
vated  taste — and  the  blind  preference  for  anything 
foreign,  however  mediocre,  or  anything  antique, 
however  ina]i])licable.  When  Canova,  some  years 
])reviously,  had  been  solicited  to  execute  a  public 
statue  for  Jhigland,  he  nobly  called  the  applicants 
to  a  sense  of  the  high  talent  they  might  employ  at 
home ;  and  the  statue  of  Pitt,  in  the  senate-house 
at  Cambridge,  came  in  consequence  from  the 


hands  of  Nollekens.  This  lesson,  if  ever  they  heard 
of  it,  was  lost  upon  the  patrons  of  the  ‘  Achilles,’ 
although  they  so  far  had  their  misgivings  upon  the 
propriety  of  their  design,  that  the  sculptor  narrowly 
escaped  a  commission  to  place  the  head  of  the 
Great  Captain  on  the  shoulders  of  the  naked 
Greek !  Such  was  the  select  taste  of  the  end  of 
the  reign  of  George  III.,  and  such  the  history  of  a 
monument  at  which  posterity  will — 

“  Wonder  how  the  devil  it  j^ot  there.’* 

In  accordance  with  the  predilection,  which  has 
ever  obtained  in  England,  for  the  art  of  portrait, 
no  artist  of  this  period,  with  the  exception  of 
Lawrence,  acquired  the  living  pre-eminence  of  Sir 
Francis  Chantrey.  It  was,  however,  the  monument 
to  the  two  children  of  the  Rev.  Wm.  Robinson,  in 
Lichlield  cathedral,  exhibited  at  the  Royal  Aca¬ 
demy  in  1818,  which  confirmed  his  growing  fame, 
and  raised  him  to  that  liigli  place  in  the  public 
estimation,  from  which  he  never  afterwards  re¬ 
ceded  ;  but  it  is  remarkable,  that  this  work,  upon 
which  his  reputation  in  the  class  of  art  to  which  it 
belongs  w’as  founded,  is  that  upon  which  it  still 
rests,  standing  nearly  alone  among  the  productions 
of  his  chisel,  as  the  indication  of  a  poetical  feeling 
in  the  artist.  It  has,  in  fact,  little  claim  to  origi¬ 
nality.  The  composition,  it  is  well  known,  is  due 
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to  the  elegant  pencil  of  Stothard,  and  the  Boothhy 
monument  by  Banks  has  contributed  both  to  the 
design  and  expression.  The  real  strength  of 
Chantrey  lay  in  portrait,  and  especially  male 
portrait — for  he  had  little  feeling  for  beauty — and 
in  this  branch  of  sculpture  the  decline  of  Nolle- 
kins  opened  to  him  a  career  in  which  none  could 
pretend  to  rival  him.  To  represent  the  living  man 
Avithout  afi’ectation  and  without  disguise,  to  dignify 
the  action  and  bearing,  and  to  impress  the  mind 
upon  the  countenance — these  powers,  aided  by  a 
skill  in  execution,  which  invests  the  marble  Avith 
the  texture  of  flesh,  constitute  the  excellence  of 
Chantrey.  He  grappled  fearlessly  and  successfully 
with  the  modern  costume,  and  his  least  felicitous 
works  are  among  those  in  which  he  has  the  most 
endeavoured  to  evade  this  formidable  difficulty.  Of 
the  ideal  and  poetical  Chantrey  possessed  but  little, 
and  he  knew  it,  and  eschewed  them  ;  and  his  works 
are  few  in  any  class  in  Avhich  these  elements  are 
called  into  requisition.  Confining  himself  princi- 
2)ally,  therefore,  to  the  limits  within  which  he  reigned 
paramount,  his  superiority  Avas  seldom  to  be  ques¬ 
tioned,  and  the  frestiije  of  uniform  success  was  at¬ 
tended  Avith  an  influenee  Avhich  rendered  his  Avorks 
a  standard  for  the  judgment,  and  produced  a  marked 
revolution  in  the  taste  of  the  public  in  the  art  of 
sculpture.  Our  public  memorials  have  long  been 
confined  to  single  statues,  and  the  abuse,  not  to  be 
denied,  of  the  poetic  license  has  been  too  severely 
corrected  by  its  suj)pression. 


S:u  r.  Cii.vxTiiKv. 


To  attempt  an  enumeration  even  of  the  remark¬ 
able  works  of  Chantrey  Avould  lie  in  vain.  The 
statues  of  Francis  Horner  and  James  Watt,  both 
in  Westminster  Abbey,  may  be  cited  as  among 
those  Avhich  display  in  the  highest  degree  thetran- 
scendant  talent  of  the  sculptor  in  hiS  oavu  depart¬ 
ment  ;  but  ill  the  latter  instance  he  has  stultified 
his  Avork  by  the  unfavourable  situation  in  which 
he  has  suffered  it  to  be  placed.  Chantrey  died  in 
1841. 

Edward  Hodges  Baily  and  William  Behnes 
had  both  founded  their  reputation  within  this  period. 


The  busts  of  the  latter  hold  a  high  rank  in  art, 
and  the  former  has  added  to  those  in  the  class  of 
portrait  many  graceful  and  classical  Avorks  of 
imagination.  William  Theed,  Avho  died  in  1818, 
was  an  exquisite  modeller  in  small.  The  state 
salt-cellars,  at  Windsor,  may  be  cited  among  his 
numerous  designs  for  gold  and  silver  plate.  We 
may  conclude  Avith  the  name  of  George  Garrard, 
an  artist  of  older  reputation,  as  an  admirable  mo¬ 
deller  of  cattle. 

The  year  1818  is  remarkable  for  the  issue  of  an 
entirely  new  coinage,  the  first  during  the  reign  of 
George  HI.,  except  the  copper  of  1797  and  1800, 
which  is  entitled  to  any  notice  as  a  work  of  art. 
Although  some  of  the  specimens  of  medalling  pro¬ 
duced  on  this  occasion  display  considerable  merit, 
it  may  be  doubted  whether  the  means  Avere  taken 
which  might  have  rendered  the  work  most  credit¬ 
able  to  the  arts  of  the  country,  or  Avhether  the 
different  (jualifications  Avhich  might  have  been 
brought  to  bear  upon  the  design  and  execution  Avere 
sufficiently  considered.  The  Avhole  conduct  of  the 
work  was  intrusted  to  the  Italian  medallist  Pis- 
trucci,  an  accomplished  imitator  of  the  antique,  who 
Avas  placed  for  that  purpose  at  the  head  of  the 
artistic  department  of  the  mint.  Unfortunately 
his  talent  proved  the  weakest  when  the  most  was 
demanded  of  it,  and  some  of  the  heads  on  this 
coinage,  especially  that  on  the  crown  piece,  are  not 
above  mediocrity;  but  the  reverses,  both  of  the 
crown  and  the  sovereign  (the  St.  George)  are  de¬ 
signed  and  e.xecuted  Avith  great  skill.  It  is  to  be 
regretted,  nevertheless,  that  Flaxman  should  have 
been  overlooked  in  a  work  of  this  national  im¬ 
portance.  His  designs  would  have  met  with  full 
justice  in  the  hands  of  Thomas  Wyon,  Avho  has 
been  surpassed  by  no  modern  artist  in  the  executive 
branch  of  medalling,  and  by  whom  the  greater 
jiart  of  the  silver  of  1818  Avasin  fact  engraved  after 
the  models  of  Pistrucci. 

The  beginning  of  the  nineteenth  century  adds 
many  names  of  high  repute  to  the  list  of  English 
line-engravers,  especially  in  “  topographical  art,” 
a  department  Avhich  may  be  considered  almost  new 
in  the  Avide  diffusion  and  general  excellence  it  then 
attained.  The  time  had  not  yet  arrived  when  it 
Avas  necessary  to  substitute  a  manufacture  for  an 
art,  in  administering  to  the  popular  taste  for  cheap 
engraving ;  and  it  is  among  the  periodical  publica¬ 
tions  of  this  date  that  we  may  seek  for  some  of  the 
most  beautiful  specimens  of  the  modern  school. 
Among  these,  the  series  of  illustrations  of  the  Eng¬ 
lish  architecture  of  the  middle  ages,  produced 
through  the  taste,  enterprise,  and  industry,  of  the 
indefatigable  John  Britton,  may  be  more  jiarticu- 
larly  referred  to,  not  only  as  tbe  best  of  their  class, 
but  as  having  contributed  in  an  eminent  degree  to 
fix  that  high  standard  of  merit  Avhich  is  noAv  de¬ 
manded  in  works  of  this  description.  The  ‘  Archi¬ 
tectural’  and  ‘Cathedral  Antiquities,’  the  former 
commenced  in  1807,  and  the  latter  in  1810,  have 
displayed  the  talents  of  some  of  our  most  eminent 
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artists  both  as  draughtsmen  and  engravers,  and 
have  originated,  more  or  less  directly,  an  innu¬ 
merable  race  of  jmblications,  striving  to  emulate 
them.  Many  of  the  plates  in  the  ‘  Architectural 
Antiquities,’  and  most  of  those  in  the  early  volumes 
of  the  ‘  Cathedrals,’  are  the  ])roductious  of  John 
and  Henry  Le  Keux,  who  have  no  equals  in  this 
branch  of  engraving ;  and  their  works  after  the 
drawings  of  Mackenzie,  in  the  volume  on  Salis¬ 
bury,  will  jirobably  never  be  surpassed.  The  en¬ 
gravings  of  John  Le  Keu.x  are  in  a  style  of  unri¬ 
valled  brilliancy  ;  and  those  of  Henry  display  a 
superior  neatness  and  finish,  which  is  e.xhibited  in 
great  perfection  in  his  plate  of  the  interior  of 
Norwich  Cathedral.  The  Le  Keux  were  pupils 
of  Basire  ;  and  a  comparison  of  the  works  of  the 
master,  who  wuas  an  engraver  of  talent,  with  those 
of  the  scholars  will  indicate  the  general  no  less 
than  the  individual  progress  which  had  been  made 
in  works  of  this  class.  Robert  Sands,  Joseph  Lam¬ 
bert  (both  also  pupils  of  Basire),  John  Roti’e, 
Thomas  Ranson,  and  John  Scott,  are  all  to  be 
distinguished  in  the  same  branch  of  engraving, 
and  as  having  contributed  many  plates  to  the  early 
volumes  of  the  ‘  Cathedral  Antiquities.’  In  the 
same  department  must  be  noticed  William  Wool- 
noth,  author  of  a  work  on  Canterbury  cathedral ; 
Joseph  Skelton,  well  known  for  his  ‘  Antiquities 
of  Oxfordshire  ;’  and  James  Storer  and  J.  Greig, 
who  produced,  in  conjunction  with  a  numerous 
class  of  pupils,  some  of  whom  have  at  a  later 
period  risen  into  eminence,  many  topographical 
w'orks  on  a  smaller  scale,  the  ‘  Cathedrals,’  the 
‘  Antiquarian  Cabinet,’  the  ‘  Excursions,’  &c.  In 
the  department  of  landscape,  William  and  George 
Cooke  introduced  a  new  style,  characterised  by 
great  brilliancy  and  freedom  of  handling.  They 
arc  the  authors  of  the  ‘  Illustrations  of  the  Thames,’ 
the  ‘  Southern  Coast,’  and  other  works  displaying 
especial  merit  in  the  representation  of  sea  and 
shipping.  William  and  Edward  Einden,  John 
Byrne,  and  John  Pye  must  also  be  noticed  in  the 
department  of  landscape.  The  latter  engraved  the 
large  plate  of  Tivoli,  after  Turner,  and  many  of 
the  illustrations  of  Hakewill’s  ‘  Italy.’  The  Ein- 
dens  have  also  engraved  in  other  branches  with 
success  ;  and  the  portrait  of  George  IV.  on  the 
sofa,  after  Lawrence,  is  from  the  graver  of  William 
Einden. 

In  the  class  of  history,  portrait,  and  figure  en¬ 
graving  in  general,  the  high  reputation  of  the 
Eluglish  school  during  the  latter  part  of  the  eigh¬ 
teenth  century  leaves  little  room  for  remark,  further 
than  to  record  the  names  of  those  artists  who,  in 
another  generation,  contributed  to  'maintain  it. 
Some  of  the  best  works  of  the  most  eminent  en¬ 
gravers  of  the  period,  and  of  some  who  have  been 
mentioned  in  a  former  Book,  may  be  referred  to 
in  ‘  The  British  Gallery  of  Engraving,’  a  work  de¬ 
signed  to  exhibit  the  best  talent  of  the  English 
school,  published  in  1809.  Charles  Heath,  the 
son  of  James  Heath,  first  established  bis  reputa¬ 
tion  in  this  work  by  his  ‘Infant  Hercules,’  alter 


[Book  III. 

Sir  Joshua  Reynolds.  Ostade  and  Gerard  Douw 
are  well  illustrated  by  John  Taylor ;  Abraham 
Raimbach  contributed  the  ‘  Holy  Eamily,’  after 
Lud.  Caracci,  and  the  ‘  Ugolino,’  after  Reynolds. 
This  artist,  remarkable  for  the  richness  and  round¬ 
ness  of  bis  style,  is  well  known  for  his  admirable 
en2:ravin2:s  after  Wilkie.  The  talent  of  William 
Skelton  is  shown  in  two  heads  from  the  Venetian 
school,  and  that  of  John  Burnett  by  the  ‘  Letter 
Writer,’  after  Metzu,  and  ‘  the  Cat,’  from  Gerard 
Douw',  both  to  be  noticed  even  in  the  English 
school  for  their  strong  expression  of  colour.  Bur¬ 
nett,  however,  was  ambitious  of  the  reputation  of 
a  painter,  and  engraved  principally  after  his  own 
pictures,  in  wdiich  he  has  taken  Wilkie  for  his 
model.  William  Bromley  engraved  for  the  same 
work  ‘The  Woman  taken  in  Adultery,’  after 
Rubens,  and  is  the  author  of  the  tasteful  series  of 
illustrations  of  the  terra  cottas  in  the  British 
Museum.  To  these  names  may  be  added  those  of 
E.  Golding,  who  engraved  the  portrait  of  the  Prin¬ 
cess  Cliarlotte,  after  Lawrence  ;  C.  Boo  (portrait) ; 
J.  C.  Robinson,  the  engraver  of  ‘The  Wolf  and 
the  Lamb,’  after  Mulready;  and  Charles  Warren, 
eminent  in  small  book-plates.  E.  C.  Lewis,  ori¬ 
ginally  an  engraver  in  aquatint,  distinguished  him¬ 
self  by  his  close  transcripts  of  Lawrence’s  masterly 
sketches  in  crayon.  In  mezzotint  may  be  men¬ 
tioned  George  Clint,  who  engraved  Harlow’s 
‘Trial  of  Queen  Katharine;’  his  pupil  Thomas 
Lupton,  and  Charles  Turner.  We  may  conclude 
with  Henry  Moses,  distinguished  for  the  clearness 
of  his  etchings  in  outline. 

The  present  period  exhibits  great  extremes  of 
inferiority  and  excellence  in  two  important  depart¬ 
ments  of  Music,  and  a  stationary,  if  not  a  retrograd¬ 
ing,  condition  in  other  branches.  That  selfishness  of 
deans  and  chapters  liefore  alluded  to,*  which  prompt¬ 
ed  them  to  appropriate  nearly  the  whole  of  the  funds 
of  their  respective  churches  to  themselves,  leaving 
their  working  members,  namely,  the  subordinate 
clergy,  tbe  organists,  and  the  lay-clerks,  in  a  state  of 
comparative  poverty,  continued  unabated  till  long 
after  the  time  which  brings  our  history  to  a  close.  It 
is  true  that  in  two  out  of  the  three  metropolitan 
choirs — the  Chapel  Roytd  and  Westminster  Abbey 
— the  names  of  Bartleman,  W.  Knyvett,  Vaughan, 
and  Sale  appeared,  but  they  attended  only  occa¬ 
sionally,  were  unsupported  when  present,  and 
seemed  as  lights  to  show  the  dreariness  that  sur¬ 
rounded  them.f  The  performance  of  sacred  music 
continued  to  be  encouraged  in  the  jirovinces.  The 
“  Meetings”  at  Worcester,  Gloucester,  and  Here¬ 
ford  were  most  laudably  kept  up,  but  with  varying 

•  S('(*  ante,  vol.  ii.  p.  75'J. 

f  In  justice,  however,  to  tliosc  who  have  had  the  tjovernmont  of  our 
choirs  at  a  later  ])eriod,  it  is  right  to  say  that  a  yreat  ini])ruvemeiit 
has  now  tfiken  place.  St.  (jeorj'e’s  (lhapel,  Windsor,  led  the  way 
alKjut  a  dozen  years  ago;  Kxeter  and  ('anterbury  thllow'ed  ;  and  West¬ 
minster  Abbey  has  become  a  model  which  ought  to  he  imitated  in  nil 
llritish  cathedrals  where  liiere  is  a  wish  to  atiract  congregations,  and 
to  yive  due  elVect  to  that  admirable  music  composed  for  them,  and 
wliich  can  only  in  such  structures  lie  heard  to  full  ud\antave.  ’J'he 
choir  service  is  now  (184-1)  spieading  widely  over  the  kingdom,  and 
its  beneficial  results  are  generally  felt  and  acknowledged. 
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success;  and  the  triennial  “Festival”  at  Bir¬ 
mingham  never  failed  to  add  largely  to  the  funds 
ot  the  great  hospital  of  that  important  town.  The 
Oratorios,  as  tliey  still  were  called,  were  carried 
on  at  one  or  other  of  the  winter  theatres,  and 
sometimes  at  both,  but  had  degenerated  into  con¬ 
certs  of  a  hybrid  kind,  in  which  was  intermixed  a 
large  proportion  of  what  at  that  time  pleased  the 
multitude,  and  drove  away  all  who  had  any  pre¬ 
tensions  to  musical  taste.  Now  and  then,  how¬ 
ever,  a  better  spirit  shed  its  influence  over  the 
managers,  and  to  one  of  them*  we  are  indebted 
for  the  first  performance  in  this  country  of  the 
‘  Messiah,’  with  Mozart’s  modest  but  exquisite 
additional  accompaniments,  and  for  Beethoven’s 
greatest  vocal  work,  ‘  The  Mount  of  Olives.’ 

The  noble  directors  of  the  iVncient  Concerts  did 
not  relax  in  their  efforts  to  uphold  the  dignity  and 
promote  the  usefulness  of  the  institution.  The 
royal  family  never  failed  to  attend,  so  long  as  the 
mental  health  of  the  king,  a  great  lover  of  Handel’s 
music,  permitted.  But,  though  the  prince  regent 
— who  could  not  endure  the  restraint  imposed  on 
him  by  an  appearance  in  public — never  honoured 
these  performances  by  his  presence,  they  were  not 
the  less  attended  by  the  higher  orders,  and  conti¬ 
nued,  as  it  is  to  be  hoped  they  will  long  remain, 
the  bulwark  against  the  attacks  of  capricious 
fashion.  The  Vocal  Concerts  went  on,  supj)orted 
by  the  admirers  of  glees,  and  of  the  lighter  kind  of 
vocal  music.  The  managers,  however,  after  a 
time  split  into  two  parties,  and  commenced  a 
])uhlic  competition.  But  the  unprofitableness  of 
this  soon  became  apparent ;  the  rivals  f  entered 
into  a  coalition,  and  carried  on  the  performances  to 
the  end  of  the  season  of  181.5,  when  they  alto¬ 
gether  ceased.  The  public  had  begun  to  manifest 
symptoms  of  weariness  at  the  sameness  which  they 
had  long  only  tolerated  ;  but  the  Vocal  Concerts 
received  their  death-wound  from  a  new  institution 
which  suddenly  rose  up,  and  as  suddenly  com¬ 
manded  the  support  of  nearly  all  the  real  connois¬ 
seurs  that  the  metropolis  contained. 

This  institution,  which  speedily  was,  by  uni¬ 
versal  consent,  ranked  as  the  first  in  Europe,  and 
soon  became  the  parent  of  many  concerts  esta¬ 
blished  not  only  in  England  but  in  several  of  the 
continental  cities,  assumed  the  appellation  of  ‘  The 
Philharmonic  Society.’  Its  primary  aim  was  to 
revive  a  taste  for  instrumental  music  of  a  high 
order,  which,  on  the  cessation  of  Salomon’s  con¬ 
certs,  had  fallen  into  neglect,  and  to  make  known 
to  this  country,  and  render  generally  appreciable, 
those  grand  orchestral  works  of  the  great  masters 
which  had  either  never  been  heard  in  London  or 
so  performed  as  to  be  scarcely  intelligible.  The 
society  was  formed  in  the  early  part  of  the  vear 
1813,  and  consisted  of  thirty  of  the  principal 
members  of  the  musical  profession,  who  “  not  only 
.agreed  to  give  the  gratuitous  aid  of  their  united 


services,  but  entered  into  a  subscription  to  meet 
the  incidental  expenses.”*  The  first  concert  took 
place  on  the  8th  of  March,  1813,  and  produced  a 
sensation  that  had  never  been  equalled  since  the 
Commemoration  of  Handel  in  llSd.f  The  con¬ 
certs  were  held  at  the  old  Argyll  Rooms  ;  and, 
when,  on  the  formation  of  Regent-street,  these 
rooms  w'ere  rebuilt  on  a  large  scale  and  in  a  splen¬ 
did  manner,  the  performances  were  continued 
there,  the  band  wars  augmented,  and  the  number  of 
auditors  was  doubled. |  During  a  period  of  more 
than  tw’enty  years  a  subscription  ticket  of  admit¬ 
tance  was  not  obtained  but  with  great  difficulty, 
and  the  most  celebrated  performers,  from  every 
part  of  the  world,  were  emulous  of  exhibiting  their 
talents  at  a  concert  which  conferred  a  reputation 
on  all  who  were  heard  at  it.  In  its  third  year  a 
schism  threatened  the  permanence  of  the  society, 
and  an  opposition  was,  for  a  single  season — that  of 
1816 — attempted,  under  the  revived  name  of  ‘  The 
Professional  Concert;’  hut  it  was  vigorously  re¬ 
sisted,  and  the  few  seceders  from  the  parent  society 
were  glad  to  be  received  again  into  its  bosom. §  . 

During  the  eighteen  years  over  which  the  pre¬ 
sent  portion  of  our  history  spreads,  the  Italian 
Opera  exhibited  those  fluctuations  common  to  this 
theatre,  which  partly  are  attributable  to  the  incon¬ 
stancy  of  fashion,  but  far  more  to  the  ability  or 
the  unskilfulness  of  its  managers.  IMad.  Banti,  a 
grand  singer,  though  an  indifferent  musician,  kept 
possession  of  the  stage  till  the  close  of  the  season 
of  1802.  In  her  last  year  she  was  joined  by  Mrs. 
Billington,  whose  jiowers  of  execution  and  relined 
taste  have  never  been  surpassed.  In  1804  Mad. 
Grassini  was  added  to  the  company.  Her  voice 
was  a  rich  contr’alto,  her  figure  and  action  w-ere 
noble,  and  her  pathos  was  deeply  affecting.  Such 
a  pair,  aided  by  Braham,  Viganoni,  and  Rovedino, 
enabled  the  manager  to  produce,  in  the  most 
efficient  manner  and  under  the  composer’s  direc¬ 
tion,  Winter’s  charming  operas,  Proserpina,  Ca¬ 
lypso,  and  Zaira ;  as  also  Cimarosa’s  Urazi  e 
(Juriazi,  and  the  Tito  of  Mozart,  whose  name  now 
for  the  first  time  appeared  at  the  king’s  theatre, 
an  introduction  for  which  the  subscribers  w'ere  in¬ 
debted  to  Mrs.  Billington,  a  thoroughly  educated 
musician,  who  produced  that  line  opera  for  her 
benefit  in  1806.  But  the  public  were  not  yet  pre- 

*  Harmouicon,  xi.  4. — The  direction  of  the  concert  for  the  tir.st 
season  was  conlided  to  Messrs.  Ayrton,  lh>hop,  Clementi,  Coiri, 
J.  IT  Cramer,  F.  (Tamer,  and  Dance.  N'irtuosi  who  could  elsewhere 
appear  only  as  leailers  here  took  in  their  turns  the  subordinate 
stations;  and  such  njasters  of  their  art  as  Sulomtm,  Viotti,  F.  Cramei-, 
Shield,  Spagnoletti,  Vaccari,  Yaniewicz,  &c.,  were  seen  vying  with 
each  other  which  sliouhl  contribute  must  to  the  general  etlcct  of  the 
]icrformauces.” — Ibid. 

f  See  Morning  Chronicle  Mavcli  10,  1R13. 

J  The  original  Argyll  Rooms,  constructed  by  Colonel  (Jreville  for 
the  Pic-Nic  Society,  accommodated  about  400  persons.  Thev  were 
rebuilt  in  1820,  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Nash,  by  a  company  of 
twenty  profes>ois  of  music,  at  an  enormous  expense,  and  w  eie  in  an 
unaccountable  manner  destroyed  by  tire  in  1h30.  The  Phillnirnionic 
Society  then  removed  to  the  great  room  in  the  King's  Theatre,  and 
afterwards  to  the  Ihuiavcr  Sipiare  Rooms,  where  its  performances  are 
still  trarried  on  (1844). 

§  I'liis  dissension  was  fomented  by  a  most  unworthy  member,  who 
slioitly  lifter  was  obliged  to  abscond  to  America.  Ilis  confederate  in 
the  business  (not  a  member)  decamped,  a  few  years  later,  to  Paris, 
having  betrayed  the  trust  repoSed  in  him  as  a  public  ollicer,  and  there 
died. 


•  Sir  (JeorL^e  Smart. 

t  .MesM's.  Harrison,  IVirtleman,  Groatorex,  and  llirce  Tvnvvelts. — 
See  ante,  vol.  ii.  p.  7i>3. 
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pared  for  a  work  of  so  high  an  order  ;  and  the  Ita-, 
lians  have  ever  abhorred  music  that  cost  them  some 
trouble  to  learn  :  it  was,  therefore,  altered  to  meet 
the  general  wish,  as  well  as  to  adapt  it  to  the 
means  which  tlie  orchestra  then  afforded  j  and, 
after  all,  it  yielded  in  attraction  to  a  'pasticcio,  II 
Fanattco  per  la  Musica,  in  which  the  huffo, 
Naldi,  made  his  debut.  The  season  ISOG-lSOl 
was  remarkable  for  the  first  appearance  of  Madame 
Catalan!,  a  singer  who,  “  take  her  for  all  in  all,” 
says  an  ex})erienced  critic,  “  her  perfections  and 
errors  weighed  against  each  other,  has  had  no 

equal  in  our  time . Into  whatever  she 

did  she  threw  her  whole  soul ;  imparted  her  emo¬ 
tions  to  the  breasts  of  her  hearers,  and  carried  them 
away,  willing  and  delighted  captives  to  her  en¬ 
chantments.”*  Her  demands  at  length  became  so 
startling,  and  her  conditions  so  despotic,  that  the 
manager  resolved,  in  the  seasons  of  1809  and  1810, 
to  decline  her  services  ;  but  he  had  cause  to  regret 
his  temerity,  and,  during  three  more  years,  the 
“  admired  of  all  ”  reigned  triumphant.  In  1811 
Mozart’s  Cost  fan  lutte  and  Zauberflotc  were 
heard  for  the  first  time  on  this  stage ;  but,  though 
both  were  given  under  many  disadvantages, 
the  latter  particularly,  yet  no  blunders  in  the 
getting-up,  no  imperfections  in  the  singers,  could 
so  disguise  such  works  as  to  conceal  charms  that 
threw  all  other  composers  into  the  shade.  In 
1812  the  Nozzc  di  Figaro  of  the  same  master 
was  brought  out,  Catalan!  as  Susanna,  who  now 
also  took  the  part  of  Vilellia,  in  Tito,  and  with  her 
accustomed  success ;  though  both  operas  suffered 
severely  by  her  arbitrary  mode  of  treating  them. 
This  extraordinary  artiste  retiring  at  the  close  of 
the  season  of  1813,  the  theatre  lost  its  chief  attrac¬ 
tion,  and  the  three  following  years  proved  blanks, 
so  far  as  relates  to  music ;  and  the  two  last  very 
materially  damaged  the  new  entrepreneur  (a  man 
wholly  unqualified  for  the  task),  l)oth  in  purse 
and  reputation.  In  preparing,  therefore,  for  the 
season  of  1817,  he  called  to  his  assistance  a  gen- 
tlemanl  who  had  bestowed  much  of  his  attention 
on  the  Italian  opera,  and  the  affairs  of  the  king’s 
theatre.  Under  the  title  of  “Director,”  he  under¬ 
took  the  management  of  the  opera  for  the  season 
of  1817,  and,  collecting  abroad  a  company  whicb, 
as  a  whole,  had  never  before  been  equalled  in  this 
country, J  was  successful  in  retrieving  both  the 
])ccuniury  affairs  and  the  character  of  the  theatre. 
Tlic  great  feature  of  the  season,  and  the  trium])h 
of  the  Italian  opera,  was  Mozart’s  Do7£  Giovanni, 
a  work  which,  from  the  complexity  of  some  of  its 
})arts,  and  the  difficulty  of  the  whole,  had  baffled 
all  attempts — except  when  given  at  Prague,  under 
the  composer’s  superintendence — to  perform  it  as 
originally  written.  An  intrigue  was  got  up  to 
])reveut  tlie  \)roduction  of  this  chef-d'oeuvre,  and 
tlie  director  had  to  encounter  many  harassing  im- 

•  nannonicon,  vol.  viii.  p.  72. 

+  Mr.  A> rton. 

I  Mpsilamcs  Fodor,  (^inijjoresn,  niul  Pasta  :  SijiiiorH  Crivelli  (the 
oFlor),  Naldi.  Anibroijclti,  and  Aujivisani.  Mr.  Woichsel  was  in- 
sturod  as  leader  of  the  band,  and  yi^'uov  Liveruti  waa  conductor. 
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pediments ;  but,  determined  to  attain  his  object, 
and  aided  by  the  zealous  co-operation  of  nearly  all 
the  performers,  he  overcame  every  difficulty,  and 
accomplished  his  design.*  Besides  this  immortal 
work,  three  other  operas  by  the  same  master  were 
given  in  their  perfect  state;  and  Ag7iese,  Paer’s 
masterpiece,  was  produced  for  the  first  time  in 
England. I  The  following  three  years  witnessed 
an  attempt  to  go  on  without  the  assistance  of  a 
director;  and,  though  two  of  Rossini’s  best  operas 
were  given,  and  were  not  only  novelties,  but  va¬ 
luable  ones,  the  general  management  was  so  un¬ 
satisfactory  that  the  subscribers  became  discon¬ 
tented,  and,  at  a  public  meeting  convened  for  the 
purpose,  remonstrated ;  many  withdrew :  each 
season  proved  worse  than  the  preceding  one;  that 
of  1820  terminated  abruptly;  and  the  unfortunate 
proprietor  retired  to  the  Continent,  whence  he 
never  returned.:}; 

Drury-lane  did  not,  during  the  whole  of  this 
period,  produce  one  entire  musical  work  capable 
of  sustaining  a  permanent  reputation ;  though 
several  pieces  in  Mr.  Braham’s  operas  will,  in  a 
detached  form,  long  retain  a  portion  of  that  popu¬ 
larity  which  they  at  first  enjoyed,  and  which  has 
rarely  been  equalled.§  Very  different  was  the  fate 
of  Covent-garden,  in  which  Mr.  Bishop’s  talent  was 
chiefly  exhibited,  and  where  he  continued  to  dis¬ 
play  his  abilities  till  far  beyond  the  close  of  the 
period  under  review.  Of  his  numerous  operas 
there  is  scarcely  one  that  does  not  contain  com¬ 
positions  wliiclr  will  transmit  his  name  to  jios- 
terity.  The  Lyceum  theatre,  in  the  Strand,  was 
licensed  in  1809  for  the  exclusive  performance  of 
English  operas  during  the  summer  season.  The 
attempt  of  tlie  jiroprietor,  Mr.  Arnold,  was  highlv 
1  laudable,  but  only  negatively  successful.  The 
theatre  was  rebuilt,  in  a  very  commodious  hand¬ 
some  manner,  in  181G,  and  its  proposed  object 
pursued  for  a  time  with  more  activity  and  con¬ 
sistency  than  jirofit.ll 

The  two  clubs  established  for  the  encourage¬ 
ment  of  cur  truly  national  harmony,  the  English 
glee,  continued  in  full  activity ;  but  except  some 
very  fine  additions  to  their  stock,  contributed  by 
Mr.  Horsle}^  and  a  few  by  Mr.  Attwood  and  Mr. 
Bishop,  the  catalogue  of  these  social  and  delightful 
comjiositious  was  not  swelled  out  to  any  extent 
worth  mentioning. 

•  Tlie  most  cfliciont  of  the  verformers  on  tliis  occasion  was  Simioi- 
Amliro^'cui ,  w  lio,  as  an  actor,  w  as  allowed  to  lie  the  ^Teatesl  oniamcnt 
that  the  Italian  sta^'c  over  had  lioastcd. 

f  This  work  \ironiiscd  a  mosi  successful  career;  hut  the  jirincijial 
character,  Vh/irtii,  a  maniac,  created  such  iiainful  associations  in  more 
than  one  royal  liroa.t,  and  in  the  minds  of  many  attached  friends  of 
the  sullcrinj,' monarch,  that  it  was  after  a  lew  reine.scnlations  with¬ 
drawn.  The  actine  of  Sienor  Ambro;;elli  in  this,  ns  the  distracted 
father,  was  declared  liy  Mrs.  .Siddous  to  he  the  iierfection  of  the  his¬ 
trionic  art. 

t  It  is  calculated  that  the  law  cxjienses  of  the  Kind’s  Theatre  h.ad 
amounted,  in  18-10,  to  more  than  twice  the  value  of  the  estate  1 — never¬ 
theless,  though  fortunes  have  heeu  lost  in  that  house,  it  has  enricheil 
the  few  who  knew  how  to  manage  it. 

5  Drury-lane  theatre  was  burnt  down  in  Vehruary,  1809,  and  was 
rebuilt  and  otiened  in  1819,  under  the  managemeiil  of  Mr.  Arnold. 
Co.vent-gardeu  had  met  the  same  fate  in  SeiUember,  18U8.  It  was  re¬ 
built  and  oiiened  in  1810. 

II  In  1830  this  elegant  theatre  was  destroyed  by  lire.  The  yreseut 
handsome  structure  was  erected  and  oiieiied  in  1834. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

THE  HISTORY  OF  MANNERS  AND  CUSTOMS. 


HE  period  at  which 
our  history  has  now 
arrived  is  so  recent 
—  its  habits  and 
modes  of  thought 
differ  by  such  fine 
and  scarcely  percep¬ 
tible  shades  from 
our  own  —  that  the 
subject  of  manners 
may  be  handled  with 
more  breadth  and 
generality  than  was 
possible  on  former 
occasions.  It  was 
then  necessary  to  dwell  upon  many  minutiae,  in 
order  to  transport  the  imagination  of  the  reader 
back  to  the  times  described,  and  call  up  their 
bodily  presence  before  him.  Now  we  may  assume 
that  the  more  prominent  characteristics  of  the 
manners  of  the  regency  are  so  much  the  same  with 
those  which  still  prevail  as  to  render  such  prepara¬ 
tion  unnecessary. 

Perhaps  the  most  striking  change  in  the  social 
tone  of  Great  Britain  in  progress  during  the  pe¬ 
riod  which  elapsed  from  the  peace  of  Amiens  to 
the  death  of  George  III.  was  the  result  of  the  re¬ 
newed  intercourse  with  the  Continent.  At  the 
commencement  of  the  century  there  was  an  almost 
complete  cessation  of  intercourse  between  the 
general  publics  of  Great  Britian  and  the  Conti¬ 
nental  states.  This  state  of  affairs  continued,  and 
was  indeed  aggravated,  during  the  empire  of 
Napoleon.  The  consequence  was  that  the  self¬ 
admiration,  the  defiance  and  contempt  of  all  fo¬ 
reign  modes  and  opinions,  which  has  always  been 
a  characteristic  of  John  Bull,  was  probably  carried 
to  a  greater  excess  at  the  close  of  the  eighteenth  and 
the  beginning  of  the  nineteenth  centuries  than  at 
any  former  period.  It  was  not  so  booby ish  and 
unintellectual  a  self-worship  as  is  portrayed  in  the 
country  squires  of  Fielding  and  Smollett  j  it  had 
been  polished  by  the  minor  morals  of  Addison  and 
Chesterfield  ;  but  it  was  quite  as  intense.  This 
narrow-minded  spirit  first  began  to  give  way  during 
the  Peninsular  campaigns  of  the  Duke  of  Welling¬ 
ton.  Curious  civilians  occasionally  ventured  to 
follow  in  the  rear  of  the  army  ;  and  there  was 
always  a  floating  balance  of  Peninsular  officers, 
dispatched  on  business  or  invalided,  passing  be¬ 
tween  Spain  and  England.  By  such  agencies  the 
sympathies  of  England  and  the  southern  continent 

VOL.  IV. - GKO.  III. 


were  in  a  manner  re-knit.  As  Russia,  Germany, 
and  Sweden  successively  fell  off  from  the  French 
alliance  or  subjection,  a  wider  and  wider  field 
opened  to  tourists ;  and  the  renewed  opportunities 
of  travelling  were  embraced  with  an  eagerness  the 
natural  consequence  of  long  privation.  After  the 
first  abdication  of  Napoleon,  and  still  more  after 
the  battle  of  Waterloo,  the  fashion  of  travelling 
became  a  positive  epidemic,  and  all  classes  of 
English  above  the  mere  mechanic  precipitated 
themselves  in  crowds  upon  the  Continent.  The 
vacillating  value  of  property,  occasioned  by  the 
revulsion  from  war  to  peace  ana  otner  causes, 
increased  the  disposition  to  visit  the  Continent ; 
but  this  cause  only  came  into  operation  at  a  later 
period.  Even  whilst  the  English  public  continued 
to  be  excluded  from  the  Continent,  agencies  were 
at  work  preparing  public  opinion  to  facilitate  the 
approximation  of  the  tastes  and  customs  of  England 
to  those  of  the  Continent.  The  labours  of  William 
Taylor  of  Norwich,  the  Nestor  of  the  students  of 
German  literature  in  this  country,  had  formed  a 
body  in  the  reading  public  who  looked  to  Germany 
as  a  sort  of  promised  land.  Frere  and  others  had 
done  the  same  for  Spain  and  Italy.  The  taste  for 
French  literature,  and  a  traditional  admiration  of 
the  brilliant  society  of  Paris,  had  not  become  en¬ 
tirely  obsolete.  The  sturdy  anti-continental  spirit 
thawed  more  easily  than  could  have  been  anti¬ 
cipated.  Perhaps  its  very  exaggeration,  if  rightly 
interpreted,  might  have  presaged  this  result. 

The  less  favourable  phases  of  this  change  in 
public  feeling  were,  as  usual,  most  commented 
upon.  The  silly  affectation  of  foreign  modes  merely 
because  they  were  foreign — the  awkwardness  and 
ungainliness  of  the  imitators — the  disposition  to 
adopt  some  of  the  worst  laxities  of  the  conventional 
code  of  morals  of  the  Continent — were  denounced 
by  satirists.  But,  though  examples  of  such  foolish 
aping  of  novelties  undoubtedly  abounded,  they  were 
proportionally  less  than  in  former  times.  The  tre¬ 
mendous  struggle  through  which  Great  Britain  had 
passed,  as  remarked  in  the  chapter  on  manners  of 
the  preceding  period,  had  braced  the  national 
mind  —  had  communicated  to  it  an  elevated  and 
manly  tone,  w  hich  w’as  not  relaxed  in  peace.  The 
principal  difference  which  is  to  be  detected,  in 
looking  dispassionately  back  at  this  distance  of 
time  upon  the  manners  of  England  in  1800  and  in 
1820,  consists  in  a  relaxation  of  the  formality  of 
social  intercourse,  and  in  a  growing  relish  for  the 
more  intellectual  pleasures.  This  latter  charac- 
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tei'istic  had  been  gradually  developing  itself  for 
some  time  previously  ;  but  undoubtedly  the  emu¬ 
lation  awakened  by  more  unreserved  intercourse 
with  Germany  and  France  accelerated  its  growth. 

The  tone  which  society  caught  from  court  circles 
at  this  time  was  of  a  more  dubious  character. 
There  is  frequently  a  spirit  of  antagonism  between 
parent  and  child  even  in  domestic  life.  Parents 
who  are  strict  disciplinarians,  both  towards  them¬ 
selves  and  their  families,  are  apt  to  increase  the 
appetite  for  pleasure  in  their  children,  instead  of 
subduing  it.  On  the  contrary,  the  example  of  lax 
parents  has  sometimes  acted  as  a  warning,  and  in¬ 
spired  a  high  and  resolute  spirit  of  self-control  into 
their  children.  This  antagonism  w'as  strongly 
marked  in  the  case  of  the  sons  of  George  III.  The 
eagerness  with  which  they  gave  the  reins  to  self- 
indulgence  contrasted  startlingly  with  the  citizen¬ 
like  decorum  of  the  old  king  ;  and,  as  none  of  them, 
any  more  than  their  father,  were  endowed  with  very 
vigorous  or  comprehensive  minds,  or  a  decided  taste 
for  the  elevated  pursuits  of  imagination  or  intellect, 
their  indulgences  were  in  most  cases  as  gross  as 
they  were  unbridled.  They  were  predisposed  to 
contract  intimacies  with  the  relics  of  the  gross  sen¬ 
sualists  of  a  former  age,  banished  from  the  court 
while  George  III.  was  in  his  vigour,  and,  in  the 
eclipse  of  court  favour  or  tolerance,  gradually  dying 
out.  For  a  time,  when  the  king  was  withdrawn 
from  the  gaze  of  his  subjects,  England  seemed 
threatened  with  the  recurrence  of  a  dissolute  era. 
But  the  pride  of  the  regent,  which  made  him  with¬ 
draw  within  the  decorums  of  his  station  whenever 
his  boon  companions  pushed  their  familiarity  too 
far,  and  still  more  his  shattered  nerves,  which  im¬ 
posed  a  check  upon  his  pleasures,  diminished  the 
danger.  In  justice  to  the  age,  too,  it  must  be 
remarked  that  the  earnest  character  communicated 
to  all  classes  by  the  struggle  against  a  banded 
world,  the  ascendancy  which  the  religious  portion 
of  society  had  obtained  over  the  public  mind,  and 
the  growing  taste  for  promoting  education  and 
taking  an  interest  in  public  discussions  and  phil¬ 
anthropic  exertions,  might  have  bidden  defiance 
to  the  example  even  of  a  gay  and  licentious  court. 
If  future  ages  were  to  take  their  ideas  of  the 
standard  of  manners  and  morals  under  the  re¬ 
gency  from  Moore  or  Byron,  they  would  err  widely. 
The  pen  of  the  former  was  impelled  by  personal 
animosity,  and  the  diatribes  of  the  latter  have  all 
the  exaggeration  of  a  man,  the  day  after  a  debauch, 
railing  against  his  own  folly,  and  attributing  it  to 
all  the  world  besides. 

The  diversity  of  manners,  which  has  been  noted 
in  former  periods  as  distinguishing  different  parts 
of  the  empire  and  different  classes  of  society,  was 
much  diminished  at  the  time  now  under  review. 
The  legislative  union  of  Ireland  with  Great  Britain 
brought  the  wealthier  Irish  families  more  frequently 
in  contact  with  those  of  England,  assimilating  their 
opinions  and  manners.  The  number  of  Irish  offi¬ 
cers,  too,  who  distinguished  themselves  during  the 
war,  and  their  familiar  intercom  se  with  their  Eng¬ 
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lish  and  Scotch  comrades  in  arms,  tended  to  break 
down  the  barriers  of  national  peculiarities.  In 
Ireland,  however,  the  assimilation  of  manners  be- 
tw'een  the  different  classes  of  society  not  only  did 
not  advance  so  rapidly  as  in  other  parts  of  the  empire, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  would  almost  appear  to  have 
retrograded.  The  ffocking  of  the  wealthier  families 
to  England,  by  diminishing  the  frequeney  of  their 
intercourse  with  the  middle  classes  and  the  pea¬ 
santry,  prevented  their  Anglicised  tone  from  spread¬ 
ing  through  society.  The  progress  of  the  struggle 
for  Catholic  emancipation  kept  alive  and  strength¬ 
ened  an  anti-English  spirit  in  the  mass  of  the  resi¬ 
dent  population.  And  the  establishment  of  May- 
nooth — intended  to  prevent  the  growth  of  an  alien 
priesthood,  a  priesthood  trained  in  foreign  manners 
and  interests,  but  creating  a  yet  more  dangerous 
provincial  priesthood,  “  more  Catholic  than  the 
pope” — supplied  the  class  of  society  destined  to 
take  the  place  of  the  absentee  land-owners  and 
moneyed  aristocracy  of  Ireland,  and  preserve  a  tone 
of  feeling  and  manners  in  that  quarter  of  the  em¬ 
pire  harshly  contrasting  with  what  prevailed  else¬ 
where.  In  England  and  Scotland,  however,  the 
obliteration  of  provincial  and  class  peculiarities  pro¬ 
ceeded  rapidly  under  the  equalising  influence  of 
education.  Except  in  the  Celtic  districts  of  Wales 
and  Scotland,  few  ancient  peculiarities  of  any  mo¬ 
ment  retained  their  ground  ;  and  every  year  wit¬ 
nessed  the  circle  inhabited  by  the  English-speaking 
race  widening  and  encroaching  on  the  domains  of 
those  who  clung  to  the  aboriginal  language. 

In  trying  to  form  an  estimate  of  the  general  man¬ 
ners  of  a  nation,  it  is  necessa^j’  to  concentrate  atten¬ 
tion  on  the  idea  of  what  is  proper  and  becoming 
which  has  been  adopted  as  a  standard  by  the 
nation,  rather  than  upon  the  degree  to  which  it  is 
realised  either  by  individuals  or  circles  of  society. 
The  economical  circumstances,  the  education,  the 
professional  pursuits,  the  natural  dispositions  of 
individuals,  occasion  an  unlimited  variety  of  cha¬ 
racteristic  peculiarities ;  but  the  idea  which  has 
taken  hold  of  the  national  mind,  which  is  recog¬ 
nised  as  the  test  of  elegance  in  deportment  and 
conduct  —  that  influences  all  in  some  degree  or 
other,  and  is  the  source  of  the  similarity  which 
constitutes  national  character.  The  dominating 
idea  which  gives  form  and  bearing  to  the  manners 
of  Great  Britain  is  English  ;  before  it  all  provin¬ 
cial  peculiarities  are  giving  w^ay  ;  to  it  Scotch  and 
Irish  manners  are  conforming.  It  is  the  mould 
in  which  all  are  cast,  though  its  impress  is  less 
distinct  and  sharp,  in  many  cases,  from  the  un¬ 
favourable  nature  of  the  materials,  or  of  the  cir¬ 
cumstances  under  which  they  have  been  passed 
through  it.  An  Englishman’s  ideal  of  manners  is 
not  unaptly  typified  by  his  ideal  of  dress  and 
equipage.  There  is  in  his  choice  of  all  three  a 
shunning  of  the  gaudy,  or  anything  that  appears 
to  approach  to  it,  which  amounts  even  to  affecta¬ 
tion.  There  is  combined  -with  this  an  intense 
anxiety  that  the  quality  of  the  article  should  be 
excellent,  and  its  finish,  with  all  the  plainness  of 
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its  form,  exquisite.  The  English  gentleman,  if 
addicted  to  show,  lavishes  it  not  on  his  own  per¬ 
son,  but  on  his  domestics ;  and  even  with  regard 
to  them  he  wishes  their  appearance  to  be  rich 
rather  than  gaudy.  His  plain  carriage  must  be 
as  neat  as  tools  and  varnish  can  make  it,  and  as 
commodious ;  his  horses  must  strike  by  their 
blood  and  high  keeping ;  the  harness  must  be  such 
as  to  pass  unnoticed.  And  the  standard  of  taste 
to  which  the  deportment  of  the  English  gentleman 
must  conform  is  strictly  analogous.  His  amuse¬ 
ments  are  manhq  with  a  strong  dash  of  the  useful ; 
his  taste  is,  to  make  himself  comfortable.  He  is  a 
hunter,  a  votary  of  the  turf,  a  cricketer,  a  yachter, 
and,  in  all  of  these  pursuits  he  prides  himself  upon 
being  a  master  of  the  mechanical  details.  He  is 
fond  of  farming,  or  of  reading,  or  of  taking  a  part 
in  public  business.  But  these  serious  pursuits  he 
affects  to  treat  as  amusements  ;-even  though  an  en¬ 
thusiast  in  them,  he  must  talk  lightly  of  them.  On 
the  other  hand,  he  must  affect  a  passionate  interest 
in  the  pleasures  of  the  table  and  similar  trifles. 
He  will  be  pardoned,  too,  for  being  passionately 
attached  to  them,  so  long  as  they  do  not  render 
him  effeminate,  so  long  as  he  combines  with  them 
a  relish  for  manly  sports.  The  English  gentleman 
is  hardy,  endowed  with  a  healthy  relish  for  plea¬ 
sure,  and  has  a  high  sense /of  honour.  This  ideal 
of  the  high-bred  gentlemafi  communicates  its  sen¬ 
timent  to  the  whole  of  sopiety.  Even  the  ladies 
catch  something  of  its  self\dependent,  elastic  tone, 
without  diminution  of  or  ifyury  to  their  perfectly 
feminine  graces.  This  model  is  emulated  through¬ 
out  society,  in  sufficiently  grhss  and  awkward  cari¬ 
catures  sometimes,  but  still  sq  that  lineaments  of 
what  is  imitated  can  be  detected.  Even  the  ruf- 
fianry  of  the  ring,  to  which  a  paradox  of  Wynd- 
ham’s  lent  a  short  lease  of  prolonged  existence, 
was  obliged  to  affect  something  of  this  character. 
The  nuisance  of  Tom  and  Jerryism  could  not  have 
gained  even  its  ephemeral  popularity  but  for  this 
reason.  That  England  at  the  close  of  the  reign 
of  George  III.  had  much  to  learn  in  the  philoso¬ 
phy  of  social  intercourse — that  it  has  still  much  to 
learn — cannot  be  denied ;  but  its  social  habits  and 
modes  of  thought  are  immeasurably  superior  to 
what  they  were  at  the  first  dawn  of  )ur  history, 
and  may  challenge  comparison  with  those  of  any 
other  nation  in  Europe.  They  are  a  source  of  justi¬ 
fiable  pride,  and  of  good  augury  for  the  future. 

Our  notice  of  the  fashions  in  dress  which  ob¬ 
tained  during  this  last  period  must  necessarily  be 
brief,  as  well  as  uninteresting  to  the  present  genera¬ 
tion.  The  French  Revolution  having  introduced 
round  hats,  pantaloons,  &c.,  and  wigs  and  powder 
having  been  discarded  by  the  beaux  of  the  nine¬ 
teenth  century,  the  only  great  innovation  was  the 
introduction  of  frock-coats  with  loose  trowsers  and 
short  boots  worn  underneath  them ;  and,  when  we 
record  such  appellations  as  Wellingtons,  Cossacks, 
and  Bluchers,  we  need  scarcely  point  to  the  date 
at  which  they  were  adopted.  Black  handkerchiefs 
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and  trowsers  for  evening  dress  had  not  become 
fashionable  in  1820. 

With  respect  to  the  ladies,  their  fashions  have 
been  more  mutable  :  the  most  striking  and  the  most 
hideous,  however,  being  the  rage  for  shortening 
the  waist.  The  bonnet,  that  last  and  most  endur¬ 
ing  novelty  in  female  costume,  introduced  towards 
the  middle  of  the  last  century,  underwent  almost 
annual  alterations  in  form ;  now  extravagantly 
large,  now  absurdly  small,  at  one  time  rivalling 
the  most  gigantic  coal-scuttle  (the  Oldenburgh  to 
wit),  and  at  another  scarcely  shading  the  fair  brows 
of  the  capricious  wearers;  now  laden  with  libbons 
or  flowers,  curtained  with  lace,  or  overshadowed  by 
plumage,  and  the  next  month,  perchance,  denuded 
of  almost  every  ornament :  but  we  must  beg  to 
refer  our  fair  readers  to  the  few  specimens  we  can 
afford  to  give  of  the  most  remarkable  of  these  yet 
unforgotten  “thick-coming  fancies.” 

In  the  army,  the  principal  alterations  were  the 
abolition  of  hair-powder,  pomatum,  and  pigtails 
(1808),  of  the  cocked-hats  (1812),  and  the  re- 
introduction  of  “  breast  and  back  plates”  for  the 
Life-guards  and  Royal  Horse-guards  (blue)  after 
the  battle  of  Waterloo.  The  other  changes  which 
ultimately  produced  the  present  uniforms  took  place 
at  various  periods  since  the  year  1820,  at  which 
our  work  terminates. 

The  furniture  of  the  reign  of  George  III.  presents 
us  with  no  important  addition  to  the  list  of  articles 
which  had  been  gradually  increasing  from  the  time 
of  the  Conquest.  But  in  form  and  material  con¬ 
siderable  changes  took  place,  and  the  influence  of 
the  French  Revolution  affected  in  a  remarkable 
degree  the  productions  of  our  cabinet-makers  and 
upholsterers.  In  Paris,  the  man  whose  hair  w'as 
dressed  a  la  Brutus  could  not  condescend  to  be 
seated  in  anything  less  Roman  than  a  curule  chair, 
and  the  lady  who  had  adopted  an  Athenian  cos¬ 
tume  must  needs  recline  on  a  Grecian  couch,  the 
coverings  of  which  w'ere  ornamented  with  honey¬ 
suckle  or  key  borders.  The  fauteuil  and  the  sofa 
a  la  duchesse  were  abolished  with  the  chapeau  a 
comes  and  the  perruque  aux  ailes  de  pigeon. 
Everything  was  to  be  strictly  classical,  and  the 
substantial,  gorgeous,  and  comfortable  furniture  of 
the  ancien  regime  was  supplanted  by  imitations  of 
Greek  and  Roman  models,  in  which,  as  in  imita¬ 
tions  in  general,  the  defects  of  the  originals  were 
more  closely  copied  than  the  beauties.  Occasionally 
a  successful  attempt  was  to  be  seen,  and  window 
and  bed  curtains,  supported  by  gilt  lances  or  the 
Roman  fasces,  were  tastefully  arranged,  and  pro¬ 
duced  a  good  effect ;  but  to  any  eye  accustomed  to 
the  richness  and  solidity  of  the  furniture  of  the 
eighteenth  century,  the  general  aspect  was  cold  and 
meagre.  1 1  looked  like  what  it  was — a  mere  affecta¬ 
tion, — and  not  like  a  style  revived  upon  sound 
principles,  or  one  that  had  been  gradually  de¬ 
veloped  by  the  progress  of  taste  and  art,  and  which 
might  itself  in  after-times  form  a  model  for  imita¬ 
tion.  In  England  matters  were  worse  ;  for,  as  usual, 
instead  of  resorting  to  original  authorities,  the 
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French  copies  were  re-copied,  our  workmen  being 
also  at  that  time  notoriously  inferior  in  point  of 
taste  to  their  Gallic  brethren.  About  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  nineteenth  century  a  rival 
material  jostled  the  lately  admired  mahogany  com¬ 
pletely  out  of  our  English  drawing-rooms.  Chairs, 
tables,  sofas,  piano-f  ortes,*  commodes, — all  were  to 
be  of  rosewood ;  and  mahogany  was  voted  vulgar, 
except  for  the  dining-])arlour  or  the  bed-chamber. 
In  France  this  distinction  does  not  appear  to  have 
been  introduced,  and,  therefore,  mirabile  dictu, 
it  must  have  been  a  fashion  invented  in  England, 
and  we  can  only  account  for  such  a  curiosity  by 
her  isolated  position  during  the  long  struggle 
against  Napoleon,  which  threw  her  completely  on 
her  own  resources,  and  produced,  amongst  other 
monstrosities,  the  long-waisted  spencers  and  little 
straw  bonnets  immortalised  by  Brunet  and  Vernet 
in  “  Les  Anglaises  pour  rire.”  The  same  period 
has  to  answer  for  the  introduction  of  slender-legged 

*  The  piano-forte,  though  a  musical  instrument,  has  surely  a  right 
to  take  rank  as  a  piece  of  furniture,  considering  how  prominent  a 
feature  it  has  lately  become  in  almost  every  drawing-room.  Indeed, 
we  ought  to  have  mentioued  its  venerable  predecessors,  the  harpsi¬ 
chord  and  the  spinet,  in  their  proper  places,  and  beg  to  apologise 
for  the  omission. 
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scroll-backed  chairs,  with  cane  bottoms,  fitted,  as 
we  will  for  courtesy’s  sake  term  it,  with  thin 
cushions  covered  with  cloth,  merino,  or  calico,  and 
tied  to  the  seat  by  tapes  passing  round  the  slender 
legs  aforesaid.  Also  for  stuffed  horse-hair  sofas, 
with  scroll  ends  and  hard  round  holsters,  and  chairs 
to  match,  bound  with  brass  mouldings  or  fillets, 
specimens  of  which  are  still  to  be  found  in  second 
rate  lodging-houses  and  commercial  hotels.  If  to 
tliese  w'e  add  Pembroke  tables,  register  stoves, 
Argand  lamps,  the  modern-shaped  sideboard  with 
its  cellaret  or  sarcophagus,  some  varieties  in  the 
way  of  ladies’  work-tables,  canterburies,  what-nots, 
Venetian  and  spring  blinds,  muslin  curtains,  &c., 
we  shall  complete,  we  believe,  the  list  of  articles, 
useful  and  ornamental,  which  were  generally  to  be 
seen  in  “  genteelly  furnished  apartments  ”  during 
the  latter  years  of  the  reign  of  George  III. 
Thanks  to  the  throwing  open  of  the  Continent, 
taste  and  art  have  lately  made  rapid  strides  in 
England.  Another  “  renaissance  ”  has  occurred, 
and  elegance  and  comfort  were  perhaps  never  more 
happily  blended  than  they  may  be  seen  at  present 
in  the  mansion  of  almost  every  English  gentle¬ 
man. 
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1st  Life  Guards,  1815. 


10th  Royal  Hussars,  1315. 


14th  Li^^ht  Dragoons,  1815.  1st  Grenadier  Guards,  1815. 
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Ut  Foot  Guards,  1815. 


4Cnd  Royal  Iliglilanders.  iHl.'j. 


Royal  Marines,  1815. 
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N  the  period  of 
about  eighteen  years 
that  elapsed  be¬ 
tween  the  peace  of 
An)iens(27  March, 
1802)  and  the  end 
of  the  reign  of 
George  HI.  (29 
January,  1820), 
there  occurred  at 
least  three  seasons 
of  great  suffering 
among  the  working 
classes ;  namely, 
the  years  1811-12, 
1816T7,  and  1819.  The  year  1812  was  distin¬ 
guished  by  the  outrages  of  the  Luddites,  or  de¬ 
stroyers  of  machinery,  which  began  at  Nottingham 
in  November,  1811,  and,  extending  through  Der¬ 
byshire,  Leicestershire,  Cheshire,  Lancashire, 
Cumberland,  and  Yorkshire,  were  continued 
throughout  the  following  spring  and  summer.  A 
scarcity  of  employment,  and  consequent  fall  of 
wages,  erroneously  attributed  to  machinery,  but 
really  the  consequence  of  the  commercial  stagna¬ 
tion  and  discredit  of  the  two  preceding  years,* 
conspiring  with  an  extraordinary  rise  in  the  price 
of  food,!  produced  the  general  distress  among  the 
manufacturing  population  of  which  these  dis¬ 
turbances  were  the  symptom  or  natural  expression. 
Again,  in  1816,  similar  causes,  which  this  time, 
however,  involved  the  agricultural  as  well  as  the 
manufacturing  and  commercial  classes,!  inflicting 
the  severest  privations  upon  the  working  people 
in  almost  all  parts  of  the  kingdom,  gave  rise  to  the 
spread  of  Hampden  and  Union  clubs,  Spencean 
societies,  and  other  revolutionary  combinations 
throughout  Lancashire,  Leicestershire,  Notting¬ 
hamshire,  Derbyshire,  and  Lanarkshire,  and  at 
last,  in  December,  resulted  in  the  great  riots  at 
Spafields,  London,  and  other  excesses,  which  were 
followed  in  the  beginning  of  the  next  year  by  the 
suspension  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  Act,  and  other 
measures  of  coercion.  Lastly,  in  1819,  another 
season  of  manufacturing  and  commercial  depres¬ 
sion,  occasioned  by  extensive  failures  among  the 
importers  of  cotton  and  other  speculators  in  foreign 
trade, §  by  throwing  great  numbers  of  workmen  out 
of  employment,  although  unaccompanied  by  any 

*  See  ante,  pp-  660-664.  f  See  ante,  p.  664. 

X  See  ante,  p.  668.  §  See  ante,  p.  6*0. 


rise  in  the  prices  of  the  necessaries  of  life,  but 
rather  the  contrary,  produced  similar  effects,  the 
wide-spread  cry  for  radical  reform,  the  tumultuous 
meetings  at  Manchester  and  elsewhere,  the  suppres¬ 
sion  of  disorder  by  military  force,  and  the  famous 
Six  Acts.  In  reviewing  the  economical  history  of 
the  period,  these  three  portions  of  it  may  therefore  be 
considered  as  of  a  distinct  and  exceptional  character. 

Of  the  general  movement  of  the  circumstances 
affecting  the  condition  of  the  great  body  of  the 
people  throughout  the  rest  of  the  period,  the  sub¬ 
joined  notices  will  afford  us  the  clearest  views  :■ — 

1.  Wages. — It  was  stated  in  the  last  Book  that 
an  advance  of  wages  took  place  in  most  depart¬ 
ments  of  industry  in  1795  and  1796,  and  a  further 
advance  in  1800  and  1801.*  A  third  movement 
in  the  same  direction  began  in  1804,  and  continued 
to  the  close  of  1808,  by  which  time,  according  to 
Mr.  Tooke,  the  price  of  labour,  more  especially  of 
artizan  labour,  had  attained  nearly  its  maximum 
height,|  though  in  some  occupations  this  had 
scarcely  happened  till  about  1812  4  indeed,  the 
most  considerable  rise  in  the  wages  of  manufac¬ 
turing  industry  did  not  take  place  till  1813  and 
1814.§  According  to  the  Greenwich  Hospital  ac¬ 
counts  of  the  w'eekly  wages  of  the  various  descrip¬ 
tions  of  operatives  employed  by  that  establishment, 
those  paid  to  carpenters  were  18?.  in  1800,  27^.  in 
1805,  34.9.  in  1810,  33^.  in  1815,  3U.  in  1816, 
31.9.  6d.  in  1819;  those  of  bricklayers  were  also 
18?.  in  1800,  and  rose  to  299.  in  1805,  to  319.  in 
1810,  and  to  32.9.  6d.  in  1811,  and  were  still 
309.  6d.  in  1819;  those  of  masons  were  179.  in 
1800,  309.  in  1805,  34-9.  6d.  in  1811,  and  319.  6d. 
from  1816  to  1820;  those  of  plumbers  were 
19?.  6d.  in  1800,  279.  in  1805,  34?.  6d.  in  1810, 
and  were  still  the  same  in  1819,  having  only  in 
1816  fallen  to  329.  6d.  These  are  almost  the 
only  departments  of  labour  in  which  we  have  any 
complete  account  of  the  progress  or  fluctuation  of 
wages  during  this  period,  if  we  except  that  of 
hand-loom  weaving,  where  of  course  the  competi¬ 
tion  of  machinery  had  a  decidedly  depressing  effect, 
reducing  the  weekly  amount  of  wages  at  Glasgow', 
for  example,  from  13?.  Id.  in  1800,  and  179.  8d. 
in  1806,  to  7?.  6d.  in  1811,  and  then,  after  an  ad¬ 
vance  w'hich  reached  the  height  of  13?.  in  1814,  to 
5s.  6d.in  1816,  and  to  5?.  in  1819.  |1  With  this 

*  See  ante,  \ol.  iii.  pp.  769,  770.  ^  f  Hist,  of  Prices,  i.  288. 

t  Id.  p.  329.  §  Id.  vol.  ii.  pp.  5,  6. 

II  See  Table  of  the  weekly  wages  of  arti/.ans,  &c.,  in  Mr.  Porter* 
Progress  of  the  Nation,  vol.  ii.  pp.  251-254.  It  is  somewhat  remark 
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exception,  the  rise  of  wages,  and  the  same  thing  is 
true  of  salaries  and  professional  fees,  generally 
maintained  throughout  the  remainder  of  the  period, 
and  indeed  has  done  so  ever  since,  very  nearly 
the  maximum  which  it  had  reached  about  1810  or 
1812.  We  have  already  had  occasion  to  notice 
this  tendency  of  a  rise  of  wages  to  maintain  itself 
after  the  partialor  entire  removal  of  the  cause  by 
which  it  had  been  originally  produced.* 

2.  Prices. — The  main,  if  not  the  exclusive, 
cause,  undoubtedly,  of  the  advance  of  wages  which 
took  place  in  all  departments  of  industry',  where  it 
was  not  counteracted  by  peculiar  circumstances, 
between  1194  and  1814,  was  the  still  greater  rise 
which  took  place  in  the  same  period  in  the  prices 
of  provisions  and  of  the  necessaries  of  life.  The 
mean  price  for  the  year  of  the  Winchester  quarter 
of  wheat,  which  (according  to  the  audit  books  of 
Eton  College)  was  only  54«.  in  1794,  and  had  very 
seldom  before  been  higher  or  so  high,  was  81^.  (Sd. 
in  1795,  127^.  in  1800,885.  in  1805,  106.9.  in  1809, 
112.9.  in  1810,  1185.  in  1812,  120-5.  in  1813,  1165. 
in  1817,  and  78-5.  in  1819;  ever  since  which  time 
prices  have  been  confined  within  a  much  lower 
range.  Generally,  therefore,  it  may  be  said  that 
both  prices  and  wages  (which  are  the  price  of 
labour)  continued  to  rise  down  to  1814,  but  prices 
at  a  greater  rate  than  wages ;  and  that  during  the 
remainder  of  the  period  wages  maintained  the  ele¬ 
vation  they  had  gained,  while  prices  rather  receded 
than  advanced ;  so  that,  on  the  whole,  the  relation 
of  wages  to  the  prices  of  food  was  probably  restored 
by  1820  to  nearly  what  it  had  been  in  1793. 

3.  Consumption. — The  fullest  accounts  that 
have  been  laid  before  the  public  of  the  consumption 
of  various  articles  of  necessity  and  luxury  by  the 
inhabitants  of  the  United  Kingdom  during  the 
period  now  under  consideration  are  those  collected 
by  Mr.  Porter  in  his  valuable  work  entitled  ‘  The 
Progress  of  the  Nation.’  f  The  following  are 
some  of  the  most  important  results  which  Mr. 
Porter’s  statements  and  calculations  present.  The 
average  number  of  inhabitants  to  a  house  in  Eng¬ 
land  appears  to  have  increased  from  5'67  in  1801  to 
5 '68  in  1811,  and  to  5 ‘76  in  1821.  The  total 
number  of  male  domestic  servants  kept  in  Great 
Britain  was  86,093  in  1812,  and  only  85,757  in 
1821  (when,  if  it  had  kept  pace  with  the  increase 
of  the  population,  it  ought  to  have  been  96,966)  : 
there  was  a  very  slight  increase  in  the  number  kept 
by  persons  keeping  only  one  or  two,  but  a  diminu¬ 
tion  in  the  numbers  of  those  belonging  to  all  larger 
establishments.  The  increase  in  the  number  of 
four-wheeled  carriages  between  1812  and  1821, 
was  only  from  16,596  to  17,555,  or  5 '77  per 
cent.  ;  while  the  increase  of  the  population  was 
13  per  cent. ;  and  here,  too,  there  was  an  actual 
falling  off  in  the  number  of  those  kept  where  more 

able,  however,  that,  while  the  waj^es  of  hand-loom  weavers  according 
to  this  table  were  in  1816  only  5v.  Gd.  at  Glasgow,  they  were  13a-.  2d. 
at  Mancliester,  and  I2s.  at  Arbroath.  In  1819  they  are  represented 
as  being  still  9^.  6rf.  at  Manchester,  and  125.  at  Arbroath,  while  they 
were  only  6s.  at  Glasgow. 

•  See  ante,  vol.  iii.  p.  770. 

t  Vol.  iii.  Lon.  1843;  sect.  v.  pp.  1-116. 
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than  two  w'ere  kept.  The  number  of  two-wheeled 
carriages,  however,  increased  from  27,286  in  1812 
to  30,743  in  1821,  being  at  the  rate  of  12-67  per 
cent.,  or  very  nearly  that  of  the  increase  of  the 
population.  The  number  of  carriages  let  for  hire, 
on  the  other  hand,  was  reduced  from  5544  to 
5480.  The  quantity  of  gold  plate  upon  which 
duty  was  paid  was  5174  ozs.  in  1801,  6036  ozs. 
in  1808,  and  rose  to  7333  ozs.  in  1811;  after 
which  it  declined  somewhat  gradually  and  irre¬ 
gularly  to  6166  ozs.  in  1817,  and  then  suddenly 
to  3826  ozs.  in  1818,  to  3374  ozs.  in  1819,  to 
4430  ozs.  in  1820,  and  to  2916  ozs.  in  1821.  The 
quantity  of  silver  plate  was  760,261  ozs.  in  1801, 
1,009,899  ozs.  in  1808,  1,254,128  ozs.  in  1811  ; 
from  which  quantity  it  declined  to  824,860  ozs.  in 
1817,  but  rose  again  to  1,194,709  ozs.  in  1819, 
and  to  1,113,597  ozs.  in  1820.  The  quantity  of 
sugar  consumed  by  each  individual  in  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  is  calculated  by  Mr.  Porter  to  have  been 
30  lbs.  9t  ozs.  in  1801,  and  to  have  fallen  to 
29  lbs.  4J  ozs.,  or,  deducting  what  was  employed 
in  the  distilleries,  to  24  lbs.  9  ozs.  in  1811,  and  to 

19  lbs.  3|  ozs.  in  1821.  In  Ireland  the  con¬ 
sumption  of  each  individual  appears  to  have  been 
6  lbs.  3  ozs.  on  the  average  of  the  three  years 
ending  25th  of  March,  1800;  7  lbs.  14j  ozs.  on 
the  average  of  the  three  years  ending  5th  January, 
1810;  and  6  lbs  4j  ozs.  in  1821.*  The  average 
consumption  of  coffee  in  Great  Britain  was  at  the 
rate  of  1  -09  oz.  for  each  individual  in  1801,  when 
the  duty  was  Is.  M.  per  lb. ;  of  8*  12  ozs.  in  1811, 
when  the  duty  was  reduced  to  'Id. ;  and  of  8-  01  ozs. 
in  1821,  when  the  duty  had  been  again  raised  to 
Is.  Of  tea  the  average  consumption  of  each  in¬ 
dividual  in  the  United  Kingdom  appears  to  have 
been  1  lb.  3-75  ozs.  in  1801,  when  the  duty  was 

20  per  cent,  on  cheap,  and  50  per  cent,  on  high- 
priced  teas;  and  to  have  fallen  to  1  lb.  1  10  oz. 
in  1811,  when  the  duty  was  96  per  cent,  on  the 
value;  and  to  1  lb.  0-52  oz.  in  1821,  under  an  ad 
valorem  duty  of  100  per  cent,  upon  the  higher 
priced  sorts.  Of  malt,  the  quantity  consumed  by 
each  individual  in  the  United  Kingdom  rose  from 
1-20  bushels  in  1801  to  1-60  in  1811,  and  fell, 
notwithstanding  a  diminution  of  the  duty,  to 
1-38  bushels  in  1821:  in  England,  where  the 
consumption  has  always  been  much  more  con¬ 
siderable  than  in  Scotland  or  Ireland,  it  rose,  in 
the  face  of  nearly  a  quadrupling  of  the  duty,  from 
1-92  bushels  in  1801  to  2-40  bushels  in  1811, 
and  fell,  notwithstanding  a  diminution  of  the  duty 
by  nearly  one-fourth,  to  2-12  bushels  in  1821. 
The  contribution,  per  head,  to  the  revenue  by  the 
consumers  of  malt  in  England  appears  in  fact  to 
have  been  25.  'Id.  in  1801,  IO5.  9d.  in  1811,  and 
7.5,  8d.  ill  1821.  The  consumption  of  spirits  did 
not  fall  off'  to  the  same  extent;  it  was,  in  the 
United  Kingdom,  at  the  rate  of  0-56  gallon  for 
each  individual  in  1802,  0-49  in  1812,  and  0  46 
in  1821  ;  in  England  it  was  0'36  gallon  in  1802, 
0  33  in  1812,  and  the  same  in  1821 ;  in  Scotland 

♦  Progress  of  the  Natiou,  iii.  32* 
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it  was  0-71  gallons  in  1802,  0-86  in  1812,  and 
P14  in  1821  ;  in  Ireland  it  was  0-86  gallons  in 
1802,  0’6(i  in  1812,  and  0-48  in  1821.  Both  in 
Scotland  and  Ireland,  moreover,  especially  in  the 
latter,  there  was  no  doubt  a  large  additional  con¬ 
sumption  of  illicit  spirits.  Of  rum  the  average 
consumption  of  each  individual  was  in  England 
0  23  gallons  in  1802,  0-29  in  1812,  notwithstand¬ 
ing  an  increase  of  50  per  cent,  on  the  duty,  and 
only  0T7  in  1821,  the  duty  remaining  unaltered ; 
in  Scotland,  0-29  gallons  in  1802,  0T5  in  1812, 
and  0'06  in  1821 ;  in  Ireland,  0T2  gallons  in  1802, 
0-04  in  1812,  and  0-003  in  1821.  Of  foreign 
spirits  (brandy  and  Hollands)  the  average  con¬ 
sumption,  per  head,  in  England,  was  reduced  from 
0-209  gallons  in  1802  to  0-015  in  1812  (the  edect 
of  the  war),  and  had  risen  only  to  0  079  in  1821. 
Of  foreign  wines  of  all  kinds  the  average  consump¬ 
tion  per  head,  in  the  United  Kingdom,  declined 
from  0  431  gallons  in  1801  to  0'304  in  1811 
(the  duties  having  in  the  mean  time  been  con¬ 
siderably  augmented),  and  to  0-221  in  1821.  Of 
beer  the  average  consumption  for  each  individual 
in  England  and  Wales  (^e.xclusive  of  that  brewed 
in  private  families)  rose  from  24-76  gallons  in 
1801,  in  the  face  of  an  increased  duty,  to  25-19 
gallons  in  1811,  and  had  fallen  to  20  53  gallons  in 
1821.  Of  tobacco  the  average  individual  con¬ 
sumption  in  Great  Britain  rose  in  like  manner, 
under  an  increase  of  duty,  from  15-37  ozs.  in  1801 
to  18-95  ozs.  in  1811,  and  then  declined,  the  duty 
having  been  further  increased,  to  14'43  ozs.  in 
1821.  In  Ireland  it  declined  from  17-35  ozs.  in 
1811  to  6-15  ozs.  in  1821.  Oneof  the  few  articles 
the  consumption  of  which  was  progressive  through¬ 
out  the  whole  period,  was  paper,  of  which  there 
were  31,699,537  lbs.  charged  with  duty  in  1803, 
38,225,167  lbs.  in  1811,  and  48,204,927  in  1821, 
the  duty  remaining  unaltered.  Of  soaj),  also,  the 
total  number  of  pounds  consumed  rose  from 
52,947,037  in  1801  to  73,527,760  in  1811,  and 
to  92,941,326  in  1821 ;  but  this  article  is  exten¬ 
sively  used  in  the  silk,  cotton,  linen,  woollen,  and 
many  other  manufactures,  so  that  its  consumption 
cannot  be  taken  as  any  index  of  the  economical 
condition  of  the  people.  The  consumption  of  can¬ 
dles  in  Great  Britain,  including  all  sorts,  only 
increased  from  66,999,080  lbs.  in  1801  to 
78,640,555  lbs.  in  1811,  and  to  94,679,189  lbs. 
in  1821,  or  at  about  the  same  rate  with  the  popu¬ 
lation.  It  thus  appears  that  the  general  bearing 
of  these  facts  and  figures  is  all  in  one  direction ; 
and  it  would  seem  impossible  to  resist  the  testi¬ 
mony  borne  by  such  an  array  and  concurrence  of 
particulars  to  the  conclusion  that  the  economical 
progress  of  the  great  body  of  the  people  must  have 
received  a  considerable  check  in  the  latter  part  of 
the  present  period. 

4.  Population. — Under  this  head  w-e  will  col¬ 
lect  the  principal  facts  relating  to  both  the  numbers 
of  the  people  and  to  the  other  circumstances  more 
immediately  connected  with  that  matter.  The 
three  successive  enumerations  of  the  people  that 
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were  taken  in  1801,  1811,  and  1821,  show  the 
following  general  results  : — In  1801  the  population 
of  England  and  Wales  was  8,872,980;  that  of 
Scotland,  1,599,068  ;  that  of  Great  Britain, 

10,472,048  (exclusive  of  the  army  and  navv, 
amounting  to  470,598).  In  1811  the  populatio'n 
of  England  and  Wales  was  10,163,676;  that  of 
Scotland,  1,805,688;  that  of  Great  Britain, 

11,969,364  (exclusive  of  the  army  and  navy, 
amounting  to  640,500).  In  1821  the  population 
of  England  and  Wales  was  11,978,875;  that  of 
Scotland,  2,093,456  ;  that  of  Great  Britain, 

14,072,331  (exclusive  of  the  army  and  navy, 
amounting  to  319,300).  The  increase  percent, 
in  the  ten  years  between  1801  and  1811  was  thus 
14-5  in  England  and  Wales,  very  nearly  13  in 
Scotland,  and  14-3  in  Great  Britain  ;  in  the  ten 
years  between  1811  and  1821  it  w-as  17-8  in 
England  and  Wales,  15-8  in  Scotland,  and  17  5 
in  Great  Britain.  The  first  actual  enumeration 
of  the  people  of  Ireland  was  taken  in  1813  ;  but 
it  did  not  include  the  whole  country,  and  it  was 
rather  calculated  or  conjectured  than  ascertained 
that  the  entire  population  then  amounted  to 
5,937,858;  in  1821  the  number  w’as  found  to  be 
6,801,827.  The  annual  number  of  births,  or  at 
least  of  baptisms,  continued  to  increase,  with  the 
population,  throughout  the  period  :  in  the  year  of 
scarcity,  1801,  it  had  been  in  England  and  Wales 
only  237,029;  but  in  1802  it  w-as  273,837,  in 
1803  it  was  294,108,  in  1811  it  was  304,857,  in 
1821  it  was  .355,307.  The  rate  of  the  increase  of 
marriages  was  still  more  irregular;  in  1801  the 
number  was  only  67,288;  but  in  1802  it  w'as 
90,396,  and  in  1803  it  was  94,379,  after  which  it 
was  not  again  so  high  for  the  next  eleven  years  ; 
being  only  86,389  in  1811,  92,779  in  1818,  and 
not  more  than  96,883  in  1820  :  in  1821  it  was 
100,868.  The  most  curious  and  illustrative  of 
this  class  of  facts,  how^ever,  is  that  of  the  number 
of  deaths  at  different  dates  throughout  the  period. 
According  to  the  same  parish  registers  from  which 
the  numbers  of  baptisms  and  marriages  have  been 
taken,  the  number  of  deaths,  or  rather  of  burials, 
was  204,434  in  1801,  199,889  in  1802,203,728 
in  1803,  181,177  in  1804,  208,184  in  1810, 
188,543  in  1811,208,349  in  1820,212,352  in 
1821.  By  comparing  the  actual  numbers  of  the 
population  in  each  year,  as  calculated  from  the 
decennial  enumerations,  with  the  numbers  of  re¬ 
gistered  burials  corrected  by  an  allow’ance  being 
made  for  unregistered  deaths,  it  w'ould  appear  that 
during  the  five  years  ending  with  1805  the  annual 
rate  of  mortality  was  1  in  every  45  of  the  popula¬ 
tion ;  that  during  the  five  ending  with  1810  it 
was  reduced  to  1  in  every  47^;  in  the  five  ending 
with  1815  to  1  in  every  52;  in  the  five  ending 
with  1820  to  1  in  every  53;  and  that  in  the  next 
five  years,  ending  with  1825,  it  increased  to  1  in 
every  52;  and  in  the  next  five,  ending  w  ith  1830, 
to  1  in  every  50.*  The  data  upon  which  these 

•  These  calculations  are  made  upon  the  table  given  nt  p.  454  of  the 
Official  Tables  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  Part  iii.,  lol.  1834.  The  state* 
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deductions  are  founded  are  not  entitled  to  perfect 
confidence,  and  to  afford  a  complete  elucidation 
of  the  matter  the  calculations  would  obviously 
require  to  he  made  upon  a  classification  of  the 
deaths  according  to  ages ;  but,  taking  the  facts  in 
the  imperfect  state  in  which  we  have  them,  we 
should  evidently  not  be  justified  in  inferring,  from 
the  increased  mortality  not  having  manifested  itself 
till  after  1820,  that  the  economical  depression  in 
which  it  may  be  supposed  to  have  originated  was 
necessarily  also  of  that  date.  It  is  much  more 
probable,  on  general  considerations,  that  the  rate 
of  mortality  in  a  country  at  any  particular  time 
(with  the  exception  of  seasons  of  actual  famine  or 
the  prevalence  of  destructive  epidemics)  is  prin¬ 
cipally  affected  by  causes  that  have  been  in  opera¬ 
tion  for  a  considerable  time  before,  or  that  may 
have  even  ceased  to  exist  before  the  effect  in  ques¬ 
tion  shall  have  begun  to  show  itself.  In  the  pre¬ 
sent  case  all  the  other  indications  of  the  economical 
condition  of  the  people  are  much  more  favourable 
both  in  the  series  of  years  immediately  preceding 
1815,  and  in  that  from  1820  to  1830,  than  in  that 
from  1815  to  1820,  during  which  last  space,  ne¬ 
vertheless,  the  actual  rate  of  mortality  is  calculated 
to  have  been  at  the  lowest.  Mr.  MacCulloch  ob¬ 
serves  that  this  apparent  increase  in  the  rate  of 
mortality  between  1815  (it  ought  rather  to  be 
1821  or  1822)  and  1830  “probably  was  only,  in 
part  at  least,  a  temporary  effect,  caused  by  the 
distress  resulting  from  the  sudden  transition  from 
a  state  of  war  to  one  of  peace  ;  and  by  the  severe 
shock  that  the  fall  of  prices  in  1815,  and  the  de¬ 
struction  of  country  banks  and  of  country  bank 
paper  in  that  year,  gave  to  almost  every  species  of 
industry.”*  He  adds  that,  if  the  increased  mor¬ 
tality  be  still  maintained,  the  causes  that  have 
produced  it  will  afford  matter  for  interesting  in¬ 
vestigation  ;  and  he  suggests  that  it  will  perhaps 
he  found  that  the  increased  immigration  from  Ire¬ 
land  of  late  years  has  had  a  good  deal  to  do  in 
bringing  it  about.  It  may  be  remarked  that  the 
registered  numbers  of  births  as  compared  with 
those  of  burials  are  far  from  accounting  for  the 
whole  of  the  increase  which  each  successive  census 
of  the  population  has  e.xhibited.  The  increase  in 
the  ten  years  between  1801  and  1811  is  greater 
than  would  be  thus  accounted  for  by  303,878 
souls;  that  bet-wecn  1811  and  1821  by  447,581 ; 
that  between  1821  and  1831  by  550,356  t  Pro¬ 
bably  both  the  registers  were  kept  and  the  enume¬ 
rations  taken  with  greater  accuracy  in  the  latter 
than  in  the  former  portion  of  these  thirty  years ; 
so  that  we  may  safely  assume  from  the  above 
figures  that  the  increase  of  the  population  of 
England  by  immigration  from  Ireland  (the  only 
(piarter  from  which  there  is  any  considerable 
immigration)  had  been  proceeding  at  a  growing 
rate,  a  fact  indeed  which,  independently  of  in¬ 
vestigation,  was  sufficiently  visible  to  all  the 

mt*nt  1)3'  Mr.  MacCulloch  in  his  Statistics  of  the  Ikitiah  Empire 
(1st  (Mlit.),  vol.  i.  p.  417,  is  somewhat  dillereiit. 

*  Statistics  of  the  British  Empire,  i.  4  ly. 

t  Otlicial  Tables  of  Board  of  Trade,  Tart  iii.  p.  454. 
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world,  and  universally  admitted.  The  fact  is  the 
same  with  regard  to  the  population  of  Scotland ; 
and  it  is  one  of  no  light  account  in  reference  to 
the  condition  of  the  people,  both  physical  and 
moral,  in  either  country.  Mr.  MacCulloch,  writing 
in  1837,  states  that  it  was  believed  that  at  that 
date  about  a  fourth  part  of  the  population  of  Man¬ 
chester  and  Glasgow  consisted  either  of  native  Irish 
or  of  their  descendants ;  that  in  various  other 
places  the  proportion  of  Irish  blood  was  still 
greater  ;  and  that  the  influx  was  still  increasing 
instead  of  diminishing.  It  “  threatens,”  he  ob¬ 
serves,  “  to  entail  very  pernicious  consequences  on 
the  people  of  England  and  Scotland.  The  wages 
of  the  latter  are  reduced  by  the  competition  of  the 
Irish ;  and,  which  is  still  worse,  their  opinions  as 
to  what  is  necessary  for  their  comfortable  and  de¬ 
cent  subsistence  are  lowered  by  the  contaminating 
influence  of  example,  and  by  familiar  intercourse 
with  those  who  are  content  to  live  in  filth  and 
misery.  It  is  difficult  to  see  how,  if  things  be 
allowed  to  continue  on  their  present  footing,  the 
condition  of  the  labouring  classes  in  the  two  coun¬ 
tries  should  not  be  pretty  much  approximated ; 
and  there  is  but  too  much  reason  to  think  that  the 
equalization  will  be  brought  about  rather  by  the 
degradation  of  the  English  than  by  the  elevation 
of  the  Irish.  Hitherto  the  latter  have  been  very 
little,  if  at  all,  improved  by  their  residence  in 
England ;  but  the  English  and  Scotch  with  whom 
they  associate  have  been  certainly  deteriorated.”* 

5.  Poor-Rates. — The  poor-rates  may  be  con¬ 
sidered  as  an  index  of  the  increase  or  diminution 
of  that  portion  of  the  population  wffiich,  possessing 
no  property,  earns  nothing,  and  whose  subsistence 
constitutes  a  burden  upon  the  earnings  and  other 
incomes  of  the  rest  of  the  community.  A  high 
rate  of  wages,  generally  connected  as  it  is  with 
abundance  of  employment,  obviously  has  a  ten¬ 
dency  in  ordinary  circumstances  to  reduce  the 
number  of  paupers ;  but  the  two  things  have  no 
absolutely  necessary  or  constant  connexion,  and  it 
is  quite  possible  that,  under  certain  arrangements 
or  the  operation  of  peculiar  influences,  an  advanc¬ 
ing  rate  of  wages  may  subsist  simultaneously  with 
an  increasing  pauper  population.  For  the  rate  of 
wages  is  not  determined  exclusively  by  the  num¬ 
bers  of  the  people,  but  partly  also  by  the  habits  or 
notions  which  prevail  in  the  country  as  to  the 
mode  of  living  proper  for  the  working  man,  who, 
rather  than  labour  for  wages  which  will  not  main¬ 
tain  him  at  that  established  or  customary  point  of 
comfort  and  decency,  may  choose  to  refuse  to  con¬ 
tinue  a  labourer,  and  transfer  himself  to  the  class 
of  paupers.  It  is  very  evident  that,  from  this  or 
other  causes,  there  must  have  been  going  on  during 
the  first  tw’enty  years  of  the  present  century,  not¬ 
withstanding  the  rise  of  wages,  which  for  a  ])art 
of  the  period  at  least  was  real  as  well  as  nominal, 
and  was  unaccompanied  by  any  corresponding 
enhancement  of  the  prices  of  provisions  and  other 
necessaries,  the  absorption  of  a  constantly  in- 

*  Statistics  of  the  British  Empire,  i.  401. 
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creasing  portion  of  the  population  into  the  gulf  of 
pauperism.  The  sum  annually  expended  for  the 
relief  of  the  poor  in  England  and  Wales,  which 
was  only  4,017,811/.  (equivalent  to  the  price  of 
693,234  quarters  of  wheat)  in  1801,  and  only 
4,011,891/.  (equivalent  to  1,428,151  quarters  of 
wheat)  in  1803,  had  by  1820  risen  to  1,330,256/. 
(equivalent  to  2,226,913  quarters),  and  in  1821 
was  6,959,249/.  (equivalent,  at  the  prices  of  that 
year,  to  2,551,163  quarters  of  wheat).*  Thus, 
while  the  population  had  increased  by  only  about 
30  per  cent.,  the  money  amount  of  the  poor-rates 
had  increased  by  nearly  15  per  cent.,  and  their 
amount,  measured  in  wheat,  by  not  much  short  of 
400  per  cent,  if  we  compute  from  1801,  and  even 
if  we  set  aside  that  extraordinary  year,  and  make 
our  calculation  from  the  expenditure  of  1803,  by 
nearly  80  per  cent.  The  sum  annually  expended 
for  the  relief  of  the  poor,  which  was  4,011,891/. 
on  the  average  of  the  years  1801-2-3,  had  risen  to 
6,656,106/.  in  1812-13,  and  was  1,810,801/.  in 
1811-18,  1,516,104/.  in  1818-19,  and  1,330,254/. 
in  1819-20.  The  legislation  upon  the  subject  of 
the  poor  during  the  present  period  was  certainly 
not  calculated  to  check  the  increase  of  pauperism. 
In  1815  the  act  called  East’s  Act  was  passed  (the 
55  Geo.  III.  c.  131),  which  relaxed  the  ancient 
regulations  so  far  as  to  empower  justices  to  order 
relief  for  any  length  of  time  they  chose,  not  exceed¬ 
ing  three  months,  and  to  enact  that  the  pauper 
should  no  longer  be  required  to  come  into  any 
workhouse,  but  should  receive  his  or  her  allowance 
in  money  at  his  or  her  home  or  house.  A  more 
familiarly  known  measure,  Sturges  Bourne’s  Act 
(the  59  Geo.  III.  c.  12),  passed  in  1819,  while  it 
provided  for  the  establishment  of  select  vestries 
and  the  appointment  of  assistant  overseers,  faci¬ 
litated  the  erection  of  workhouses,  and  also  recog¬ 
nised,  though  with  little  practical  effect,  the  old 
and,  as  far  as  it  can  be  carried  out,  sound  principle 
of  setting  the  paupers  to  work.  At  the  same  time, 
however,  it  surely  evinced  a  strange  misconception 
or  forgetfulness  of  the  purpose  and  essential  cha¬ 
racter  of  a  compulsor}'  provision  for  the  poor, 
when  it  required  the  churchwardens  and  overseers 
to  pay  to  such  paupers  as  they  might  employ  rea¬ 
sonable  wages  for  their  labour,  and  gave  to  the 
said  pauper  labourers  “such  and  the  like  remedies 
for  the  recovery  of  their  wages  as  other  labourers 
in  husbandry  have.” 

6.  Crime. — There  is  a  still  lower  grade  of  the 
population  than  that  which  is  supported  by  the 
poor-rates,  the  portion  of  the  community  consti¬ 
tuting  the  lowest  layer  of  all  in  the  social  pyramid, 
which  supports  itself  by  the  violation  of  the  laws 
and  the  commission  of  crime.  The  increase  or 
diminution  of  this  class  is  still  less  exclusively  de¬ 
pendent  than  is  the  numerical  movement  of  the 
pauper  population,  upon  the  high  or  low,  or  the 

*  Sec  Table  in  Mr.  Porter’s  Progress  of  the  Nation,  vol.  i.  p.  82. 
It  is,  however,  difficult  to  understand  how  in  a  year  of  such  scarcity 
as  1801  the  poor  should  have  been  supported  by  an  outlay  (measured 
in  quarters  of  wheat)  not  half  so  large  as  was  required  for  that  pur¬ 
pose  two  years  later,  when  the  scarcity  had  completely  passed  away. 
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rising  or  falling,  rate  of  wages,  thougli  certainly 
far  from  being  altogether  withdrawn  from  tli’e 
action  of  that  almost  universally  influential  element 
in  the  economical  condition  of  a  community.  The 
number  of  persons  annually  convicted  of  crimes  in 
England  and  Wales  proceeded  in  a  constantly  aug¬ 
menting  ratio  to  the  entire  population  throughout 
the  present  period;  having  been  2183  in  1805, 
3163  in  1811,  4883  in  1815,  and  9510  in  1819. 
The  progress  of  crime,  therefore,  was  nearly  three 
times  as  rapid  as  the  progress  of  population.  It 
is  true  that  the  character  of  crime  was  changed, 
and  perhaps  for  the  better;  crimes  of  violence  had 
probably  not  increased  in  the  same  proportion  as 
crimes  against  property  ;  in  some  important  re¬ 
spects  there  was  an  absolute  diminution  of  the 
open  outrage  and  insecurity  of  life  and  person 
which  most  ruffle  the  surface  of  society,  and  seem 
the  most  completely  to  set  the  law  at  defiance.  But 
the  great  fact  remains,  that  a  prodigious  aug¬ 
mentation  was  made  to  the  proportion  of  the  popu¬ 
lation  disowning  the  law  and  subsisting  upon 
crime.  Some  of  the  persons  convicted  even  of  the 
most  heinous  crimes  were  no  doubt  not  habitual 
criminals,  but  these  are  the  exceptional  cases ;  the 
great  mass  of  the  men,  women,  and  children  who 
furnish  such  constant  occupation  to  our  courts  of 
justice  are  a  part,  and  but  a  small  part,  of  a 
population  whose  only  means  of  existence  is  the 
commission  of  crime.  The  disbanding  of  the  army 
after  the  war  probably  made  a  considerable  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  numbers  of  this  class ;  the  economical 
pressure  of  the  next  five  or  six  years  may  be  sup¬ 
posed  to  have  still  further  strengthened  it ;  in  or¬ 
dinary  circumstances  it  maintains  its  own  force, 
like  any  other  class  of  the  community,  and  is  more 
likely  to  do  so  than  most  other  classes,  seeing  that, 
while  it  derives  continual  accessions  from  the  rest 
of  society,  and  more  especially  from  those  portions 
of  the  population  to  which  it  is  in  a  manner  con¬ 
tiguous,  It  renders  none  in  return  to  any  other 
class :  the  rise  even  to  the  condition  of  the  hum¬ 
blest  common  labourer,  of  the  man  who  has  been 
born  and  bred  in  this  lowest  region  of  the  social 
system,  is  a  phenomenon  almost  unheard  of.  Even 
those  who  have  stepped  down  into  it  from  a  supe¬ 
rior  station  as  rarely  re-emerge  as  did  the  fabled 
visitors  of  the  realms  of  death,  in  the  old  Heathen 
mythology : — 

“  facilis  descensus  Averni  ; 

Sed  re^'ocarc  gradus,  superasque  evadere  ad  auras, 

Hoc  opus,  liic  labor  est.” 

What,  then,  are  the  general  conclusions  to  which 
these  various  indications  agree  in  conducting  us  ? 
A  community  may  be  considered  as  divided  by 
lines,  more  or  less  definite,  into  the  following 
orders  : — 1.  Those  who  live  upon  their  property  or 
capital  (the  natural  Nobility  of  a  country)  ;  2.  Those 
who  earn  a  subsistence  by  the  labour  of  their  heads 
(the  Cleryy,  or  ClerUy,  in  the  most  extensive  sense 
of  the  term)  ;  3.  Those  who  support  themselves  by 
the  labour  of  their  hands : — and  then,  lying,  as  it 
were,  beyond  the  proper  limits  of  the  social  system, 
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4.  Paupers,  maintained  by  public  charity ;  5.  The 
criminal  population,  subsisting  upon  plunder  and 
fraud.  These  appear  to  be  the  distinctions  which 
may  be  most  clearly  read,  at  least  in  the  modes  of 
thinking  and  habits  of  society  which  have  always 
prevailed  in  this  and  in  all  other  Gothic  or  Teu¬ 
tonic  countries.  There  is,  of  course,  some  fading 
of  the  adjacent  colours  into  one  another  :  the  great 
merchant  is  often  also  a  great  proprietor ;  the 
upper  range  of  artizans  and  shopkeepers  touches 
the  lowest  range  of  professional  men  and  mer¬ 
chants  ;  the  modern  feelings  and  usages  of  society 
may  make  little  or  no  distinction  in  ordinary  cases 
between  persons  belonging  to  the  first  and  persons 
belonging  to  the  second  of  the  five  orders;  but 
still,  in  what  we  may  call  their  types  at  least,  that 
is  to  say,  in  the  instances  in  which  the  peculiar 
characteristic  of  each  order  is  developed  in  a 
marked  or  conspicuous  manner,  they  are  univer¬ 
sally  discriminated.  At  all  events,  what  we  may 
call  the  main  body  of  the  population,  forming  not 
only  the  bulk,  but  the  bone  and  muscle,  the  mar¬ 
row  and  strength  of  the  community,  and  the  por¬ 
tion  of  the  social  system  upon  which  the  welfare  of 
the  whole  principally  depends,  is  sufficiently  dis¬ 
tinguished  both  from  what  is  above  it  and  what  is 
below  it,  as  the  third  order  (the  Tiers  Elat),  com¬ 
prehending  all  the  various  descriptions  commonly 
known  under  the  designation  of  the  industrial 
classes. 

It  appears  pretty  clearly,  that  at  least  the  most  nu¬ 
merous  portion  of  this  most  important  order,  or  what 
is  distinctively  called  the  working  population,  did  not 
preserve,  during  any  part  of  this  period,  the  same 
amount  of  economical  prosperity,  or  command  over 
the  necessaries  and  more  indispensable  accommoda¬ 
tions  of  life,  to  which  it  had  previously  attained.  This 
seems  to  be  proved  by  the  lowered  ratio  of  wages 
to  the  price  of  food  throughout  the  present  period, 
as  compared  with  the  preceding  half-century  ;  and 
the  inference  may  be  considered  to  be  strengthened 
by  the  great  increase  both  of  pauperism  and  of 
crime — an  increase  in  both  cases,  doubtless,  mainly 
produced  by  the  conversion  of  labourers  into  pau¬ 
pers  and  criminals.  To  the  mere  labourer  the 
relation  between  the  rate  of  wages  and  the  price  of 
the  necessaries  of  life  is,  in  a  manner,  everything; 
it  is  the  expression  of  his  entire  economical  con¬ 
dition.  The  only  advantage,  at  least  as  affecting 
their  material  circumstances,  which  the  labouring 
classes  of  this  age  appear  to  have  had  over  those 
of  tlie  preceding  generation  was  that  they  could 
Iniy  cotton  stuff's  for  clothing  somewhat  cheaper. 
But  this  was  certainly  far  from  compensating  for 
the  degree  in  which  the  rise  in  the  price  of  food 
had  outrun  the  rise  in  the  rate  of  wages.  Per¬ 
haps  the  way  in  which  it  operated  with  the  most 
etlect,  and  most  beneficially,  was  in  jiromoting  a 
taste  for  a  higher  degree  of  neatness  and  decora¬ 
tion  in  dress,  which  was  principally  called  forth, 
where,  indeed,  it  was  most  desirable  that  it  should 
show  itself,  among  the  female  portion  of  the  lahour- 
ing  ])opulation  and  of  the  industrial  classes  gene¬ 
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rally,  and  which  would  naturally  connect  itself 
with  improved  habits  of  cleanliness,  order,  and  de¬ 
cency.  If  there  really  was  any  reduction  of  the  rate 
of  mortality  among  the  great  body  of  the  people,  it 
would  seem  to  be  attributable,  not  to  their  circum¬ 
stances  being  easier,  but  to  their  having,  carried 
along  by  the  general  progress  of  the  times,  gra¬ 
dually  abandoned  some  old  pernicious  arrange¬ 
ments  in  their  dwellings  and  modes  of  living,  to 
some  improvement  in  the  construction  of  their 
houses,  their  being  kept  in  somewhat  better  repair 
and  being  a  little  better  ventilated  and  drained,  to 
the  diminution  of  gross  intemperance,  to  the  im¬ 
proved  police  of  towns,  to  the  extension  of  cultiva¬ 
tion,  and  the  consequently  higher  general  salubrity 
of  the  country,  and  to  the  more  advanced  stcate  of 
medicine  and  surgery,  the  extirpation  almost  of  some 
destructive  diseases,  and  the  great  mitigation  of 
others.  The  introduction  of  Yaccination,  the  great 
discovery  of  Jenner,  dates  from  about  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  present  century.  In  the  latter 
part  of  the  period,  especially,  or  after  1814,  all  the 
facts  that  serve  as  indices  of  the  economical  con¬ 
dition  of  the  great  body  of  the  people  are,  without 
any  exception,  unfavourable  : — diminished  con¬ 
sumption,  increasing  pauperism  and  crime,  and 
even  the  apparently  declining  movement  of  the 
rate  of  mortality  arrested  or  reversed. 

It  is  true  that,  at  least  for  a  considerable  part 
of  the  time  w’e  are  reviewing,  certain  of  the  classes 
belonging  to  this  largest  division  of  the  com¬ 
munity  were  in  the  enjoyment  of  great  and  unpre¬ 
cedented  prosperity.  The  farmers,  in  particular, 
who,  with  few  exceptions,  must  be  regarded  as 
having  hitherto  held  much  the  same  social  station 
with  master-tradesmen  and  shopkeepers,  shared 
so  largely  with  the  proprietors  of  the  soil  in  the 
unusual  gains  derived  from  the  high  range  of  the 
juices  of  agricultural  produce,  that  many  of  them 
became  considerable  capitalists,  and  a  section  of 
the  body  may  be  almost  said  to  have  risen  into  the 
rank  of  gentry.  So  likewise  an  eff'ect  of  the  vast 
growth  of  manufactures  under  the  application  of 
machinery  was  to  create  a  new  and  numerous  class 
of  spinning  and  weaving  capitalists,  whose  wealth, 
and  position  in  all  other  respects,  jtlaced  them  by 
the  side  of  the  great  merchant. 

It  is  true  also  that,  even  in  regard  to  the  labour- 
ing  population,  the  principal  economical  indica¬ 
tions  become  much  more  favourable  when  we  get 
beyond  the  year  1818  or  1819.  If  the  rate  of 
mortality,  instead  of  diminishing,  appears  to  have 
somewhat  increased  after  that  date,  that  is  an 
effect  which,  as  we  have  already  endeavoured  to 
show,  is  i)robably  to  be  ascribed  to  the  declension 
and  pressure  experienced  some  years  before. 
After  1819  the  price  of  food  assumed  a  lower 
range,  without  the  change  being  accompanied  by 
any  fall  of  wages;  and  the  rate  of  consumi)tion, 
which,  as  we  have  seen,  had  been  generally  de¬ 
clining  for  tlie  preceding  six  or  eight  years, 
acquired  as  to  almost  all  descriptions  of  articles 
an  ascending  movement. 
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There  can  be  no  doubt,  moreover^  independently 
of  this  last-mentioned  fact,  that  the  command 
which  is  possessed  by  all  classes  at  the  present 
day  over  certain  of  what  may  be  styled  the  accom¬ 
modations  and  luxuries  of  life,  is  very  much 
greater  than  it  was  at  the  beginning  of  the  present 
century.  This  is  a  consequence  of  the  general 
progress  of  civilization,  of  the  advance  of  the  arts, 
of  the  accumulation  of  capital,  and  of  the  products 
of  all  kinds  which  capital  helps  to  call  into  exist¬ 
ence.  The  houses,  the  furniture,  the  clothing,  of 
all  classes,  except  perhaps  the  very  lowest,  are  of 
a  superior  description  to  what  they  were  forty 
years  ago.  And  how  many  facilities  and  sources 
of  enjoyment  are  open  to  the  poorest  man,  in  the 
way  of  cheap  and  rapid  travelling  by  sea  and 
land,  mechanics’  institutes  and  other  schools  and 
places  of  instruction  for  young  and  old,  cheap  news¬ 
papers  and  periodical  publications,  lecture-rooms, 
reading-rooms,  cotfee-houses,  public  baths,  parks, 
gardens,  museums,  picture  galleries,  and  other 
gratuitous  exhibitions,  which  did  not  exist  in  former 
days  ! 

On  some  points,  however,  there  must  still  be 


much  of  question  and  anxious  speculation.  These 
things,  which  have  thus  been  gained  by  the  people, 
are,  after  all,  but  the  embellishments  of  existence ; 
and  their  presence  is  no  proof  that  the  necessaries 
of  existence  are  more  plentiful  than  formerly — 
that  the  labouring  classes  have  not  more  difficulty 
than  they  were  wont  to  have  to  find  bread  to  eat — 
that  all  classes  have  not  a  more  arduous  struggle 
than  ever  to  maintain  their  social  position.  Or, 
if  it  should  be  admitted  that  society  has  made  a 
step  in  advance  in  all  respects,  and  a  step  in  the 
solid  advantages  of  which  all  classes  have  more  or 
less  participated,  the  effect  still  may  have  been  to 
alter  for  the  worse  the  relative  position  of  the 
labouring  population,  even  while  their  positive 
position  has  been  improved.  Nay,  it  may  have 
happened  that  in  every  class  an  absolute  increase 
of  command  over  the  necessaries  and  accommoda¬ 
tions  of  life  may  be  so  much  less  equally  distri¬ 
buted  than  formerly,  as  to  produce  greater  abun¬ 
dance  and  greater  penury  at  the  same  time.  The 
benefit  of  an  increase  of  wealth  to  a  community 
must  always  depend  as  much  upon  its  proper  dis¬ 
tribution  as  upon  its  amount. 


THE  END. 
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